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School board approves one connected high school
Contentious 6-3 vote
addresses overcrowding issue
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The school board voted 6-3 to approve one connected high school during its Sept. 26 meeting. T.C. Williams High School will remain the hub with a 1,600-student satellite campus at the Minnie Howard site.

The school board voted 6-3 in favor of one high
school with a connected
high school network during
its meeting on Sept. 26.
The school board also voted to use land at T.C. Williams High School’s Minnie
Howard campus to build a
1,600-student satellite campus as part of the connected
high school network.
The vote on Sept. 26

came down to two options:
to move forward with either
a connected high school
network or two independent
high schools.
Both options were selected by an educational design
team as the best ways to deal
with the high school’s ongoing capacity issues.
High school capacity is
estimated to hit 5,000 students by 2025, and conversations about new high school
options have been swirling
for years. During a March 21
school board meeting, the
SEE SCHOOL BOARD

|6

All ACPS schools reach Lawsuit filed over slaughterhouse
Violations at other
Saba Live Poultry lofull accreditation
cations concern local
New state system
yields success for
school division
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

For the first time in 20
years, all of Alexandria's
public schools have been
fully accredited, according
to an Alexandria City Public
Schools news release.
The accreditation results
for the 2019-2020 school
year, which were released by
the Virginia Department of
Education on Monday, are
an improvement over those

of the 2018-2019 school year,
in which 14 ACPS schools
were fully accredited. This
year, all 17 ACPS schools
were accredited.
Ninety-two percent of
schools across the state
were fully accredited for
the 2019-2020 school year,
according to a VDOE news
release. That number remains unchanged from the
2018-2019 school year.
“I’m very hopeful and
excited,”
Superintendent
Dr. Gregory Hutchings,
SEE ACCREDITATION
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business owners
BY MISSY SCHROTT

The drama over the halal
poultry butcher shop coming to Alexandria did not
end when city council approved the business’ special
use permit on March 26.
Council
granted
the
SUP by a vote of 5-2, with
Vice Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Parker and Councilor
Amy Jackson voting against
the permit. With the vote,
council gave DC Poultry Market Corporation, a company

also known as Saba Live Poultry that operates 14 locations
nationwide, permission to
house and butcher live poultry at 3225 Colvin St.
About a month after the
SUP approval, 10 businesses
and residents filed a lawsuit
against the City of Alexandria and the Alexandria City
Council over the decision.
The plaintiffs in the suit
are 3221 Colvin Street Partnership, LLC; McClelland
Press, Incorporated; National
Capital Flag Company, Incorporated; Simply Doors &
Closets, LLC; Fabulous Interior Designs, LLC; Wholesome
Baked, LLC; Eugene Stein;
Thomas and Diann Hohen-

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF TODAY’S LOW RATES
Learn how with LizLuke - 703.868.5676 | LIZLUKE.COM

thaner; Mary Ann Hollis; and
WBC Alexandria, LLC.
Several of the plaintiffs
are businesses or businesses owners of companies lo-

SEE LAWSUIT
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Arts
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

City staff propose revised e-scooter pilot
The Alexandria Department of Transportation and
Environmental Services released a list of draft recommendations for a phase two
e-scooter pilot program on
Oct. 1.
T&ES previously extended
the city’s e-scooter pilot program to the end of 2019, but
staff has been considering the
potential for a phase two pilot
for a few months.

After nine months of ridership, data collection and controversy, T&ES outlined what
changes would be made in a
phase two pilot, which would
extend the program through
December 2020, according to
a T&ES news release.
Staff’s proposed changes include allowing scooter
riders, like bicyclists, to ride
on sidewalks “unless explicitly banned” in certain areas;

adjusting speed limits to 15
miles per hour on streets and
six miles per hour on sidewalks; limiting one rider per
device; and requiring any
rider under the age of 14 to
wear a helmet, according to
the release.
Under the proposed phase
two pilot, scooter companies
would also be required to rebalance scooter deployment
throughout Alexandria, par-

ticipate in income-based
discount programs and place
scooters in the city’s new
parking corrals if possible.
The draft recommendations are based on community
input, coordination with other
jurisdictions and data evaluation, according to the release.
The public can provide
feedback on the recommended changes through an online
feedback form up through

Oct. 15: www.research.net/r/
AlexandriaVa-ScooterPilotDraftRecs.
The Transportation Commission will hold a public
hearing on the proposed
changes during its Oct. 16
meeting, according to the
city’s website. City council
will vote on the future of the
e-scooter pilot program later
this fall.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Grace Episcopal Priest
retires after 30 years
Father Robert Malm,
who celebrated 30 years of
ministry at Grace Episcopal Church, retired on Sept.
27, according to Amy Medrick, parish administrator at
Grace Episcopal Church.
Malm celebrated his time
at Grace Episcopal at a spe-

cial reception on Sept. 27.
The reception was followed
by a Sunday morning service
presided over by Bishop Peter Lee, former bishop of the
Diocese of Virginia, according to Medrick. Mayor Justin
Wilson attended and spoke
in recognition of Malm.

At a parish-wide brunch,
the different ministries of
the church presented gifts to
Malm, and Grace Episcopal
renamed its Narthex, a symbolic architectural element
of certain churches, in honor
of Malm.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Art on the Avenue
returns to Del Ray

COURTESY PHOTO

Attendees fill the streets at Art
on the Avenue in 2018

Del Ray’s annual multicultural arts festival Art on
the Avenue returns to Mount
Vernon Avenue on Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
This is the 24th Art on
the Avenue Festival, which
each year attracts more
than 50,000 visitors and 300
artists to the neighborhood
to celebrate the arts and fall

season, according to the Art
on the Avenue website.
Artists range from jewelers and glass makers to
painters. The festival also
includes live music and
activities for children, including scarecrow-stuffing
and pumpkin painting, according to the website.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Support us by supporting them!
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the news every week. Please
show them your thanks by patronizing their businesses.

COURTESY PHOTO

Bishop Peter Lee and Father Robert Malm.

FOUR DIRECTIONS WELLNESS
IS NOW OPEN ON WEEKENDS!

MEET CATHERINE MILLER
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Polishing•Plating•Repair
Open Mondays 10am-4pm

DOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK
Let the experts restore your tarnished, worn and broken silver and brass
heirlooms, tea sets, flatware, trays, candelabras, hollowware, tortoise
shell combs, samovars, lamps, hardware, fireplace ... and tools.

Bel-Air House Of Silver
4101 Chainbridge Rd, Suite 108
Fairfax, VA
(703)691-4190
www.belairhouseofsilver.com

Bel-Air House Of Silver
4101 Chainbridge Rd.
Suite 108
Fairfax, VA
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Bank manager pleads
guilty to stealing $500k
Fetehi Mohammad, a
branch manager at an Alexandria Wells Fargo Bank, pleaded guilty on Monday to stealing more than $500,000 from
senior customers, according to
a Washington Post article.
Mohammad has been a
manager at the Wells Fargo Bank near the intersection of Quaker Lane and

King Streets since 2015, according to the Post. He was
charged Aug. 30 and accused
of beginning the scheme in
February 2017.
In plea papers, Mohammad admitted to using his
position as branch manager
to ingratiate himself with
elderly bank customers by
giving them personal assis-

tance in their banking matters, according to the Post.
Mohammed faces a sentence of 41 to 51 months, a
fine of up to $150,000 and
$509,849.95 in restitution
payments, according to the
Post. He is scheduled to be
sentenced on Jan. 8.
-mschrott@alextimes.com

Alexandria man sentenced
for armed home invasion
Andy Melendez, 26, of Alexandria was sentenced to 25
years in prison on Sept. 26 for
his involvement in an armed
home invasion robbery and
burglary, according to a news
release from the Office of the
Commonwealth’s Attorney.
An investigation found
that Melendez and two others broke into an Arlandria
home the night of Jan. 8,
2018. The residents of the
home were a veteran of the
armed forces who serves in
the National Guard, his wife
and the couple’s three-yearold daughter.
Melendez and the two
other suspects entered the
home armed with a knife
and a firearm, according to
the release. Evidence established that Melendez pointed
the firearm at the couple’s
daughter while threatening

the parents in order to get
the family to open a safe, according to the release.
The victims opened the
safe and the three suspects
stole two firearms and some
personal documents. As the
suspects made their escape,
a suspect accidentally discharged one of the stolen
firearms at the crime scene,
shooting himself in the leg,
according to the release.
The stolen weapons have not
been recovered.
During the robbery, Melendez struck one of the
adults in the head, injured
himself and bled on the
floor, which later resulted
in law enforcement establishing a DNA profile, according to the release.
Melendez was sentenced to
a total of 58 years in the penitentiary but received a sus-

pended sentence of 25 years.
According to the release, the
terms of Melendez’ suspended
sentence require him to comply with supervised probation for 10 years after release,
maintain “good behavior” for
20 years, have no contact with
the victims and pay restitution and court costs. There is
no parole in Virginia.
Melendez had already
pleaded guilty to two counts
of robbery, two counts of use
of a firearm in the commission of a felony, one count of
conspiracy to commit a felony and one count of burglary
while armed with a deadly
weapon, according to the release.
Melendez is incarcerated
in Alexandria pending transfer to the Virginia Department of Corrections.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Ed.D., said. “… We finally
have the validation for work
we’ve been doing and the
progress that we’ve been
making and that’s what’s
most important to me.”
Ferdinand T. Day Elementary School was accredited
for the first time since opening its doors in September
2018. Newly opened schools
are never fully accredited.
But, for the two schools that
were designated accredited
with conditions last year –
Jefferson-Houston
School
and T.C. Williams High
School – the news was especially welcome.
“It feels deserving because
of all the growth we’ve seen
in our kids,” Jefferson-Houston Principal MScott Berkowitz said. “That’s the message
that they deserve to have,
that they attend a fully accredited school that’s going
to serve them well.”

T.C. Williams Principal
Peter Balas said the high
school’s full accreditation
completely changed the start
of the school year for staff.
“This year was wonderful because we were able to
say, ‘Look at this wonderful
growth that happened across
the board in every subgroup
and every subject area,’ and
it just gave us such a different energy,” Balas said.
The division-wide improvement comes in the
wake of a significant change
in the state’s accountability system. The new system, which was introduced
last year, evaluates schools
based on multiple school
quality indicators, as opposed to solely on standards
of learning test results, as
was previously the case.
The new system evaluates schools based on overall
proficiency and growth in
specific SOL subject areas,
as well as achievement gaps

among demographic groups,
graduation and completion
rates and absenteeism.
Schools are given a performance level rating in
each quality indicator. Level
one indicates a school is at
or above the state standard,
level two indicates a school
is near or approaching the
state standard and level
three indicates a school is
below the state standard.
If a school is at level one
or two for all school quality
indicators, it earns full accreditation. A school is given accreditation with conditions if one or more quality
indicators is at level three.
Last year, schools had
the option of being evaluated under the old or new accountability system.
For schools like Jefferson-Houston, which hadn’t
been fully accredited for 11
years, the new system is a
more comprehensive measure of year-to-year im-

COURTESY PHOTO

Jefferson-Houston School was fully accredited for the first time in
more than 10 years this school year. The school's increased math
scores across the board were a significant reason for its full accreditation, Principal MScott Berkowitz said.

provement, Berkowitz said.
“We want all our students to be proficient, but
for that student that has a lot
of ground to cover, we also
want to acknowledge their
success and all that ground
that they did cover even if
they’re not yet at proficien-

cy,” Berkowitz said.
“This new accreditation
system is now giving school
divisions credit for making
progress, and that’s something that wasn’t captured in
the former accreditation sysSEE ACCREDITATION
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school board voted to empower Superintendent Dr. Gregory
Hutchings, Ed.D., to look into
design plans for a connected
high school network, in addition to two high schools.
After that vote, ACPS as-

sembled the EDT, a team composed of teachers, students
and community representatives. The group devised four
educational
programming
options – two for each high
school design – and presented programming options, site
options and cost comparisons

Grace Episcopal Church
Blessing of
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los Animales

Sunday, October 6th Domingo, 6 de octubre
a las 4 p.m.
at 4 p.m.
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caring, and future-ready community
members who distinguish themselves as
exceptional communicators.
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over the past two months.
According to ACPS, both
options would cost $181 million to build and would be able
to support 4,500 students,
with 2,900 students housed at
the existing T.C. Williams site.
Given the weight of the
decision before the school
board, the meeting on Sept.
26 drew a sizable crowd of
students, parents and community members.
The divide between students and parents was apparent from the statements
made during the public comment period of the meeting.
Students were uniformly in
support of the connected
high school network, while
many parents of ACPS children expressed support for
the two high school option.
Lorraine Johnson, a junior
at T.C. Williams who had taken
part in the high school project,
said she had noticed the divide
between students and parents
at a prior community meeting.
“To my surprise, not only
was the option for two high
schools still on the table, but,
in an Alexandria city community meeting, all I saw were
different versions of the same
type of parent,” Johnson said.
Johnson spoke to the
school board alongside two
fellow Titans Rebekah Lamarre and Kamari Brown. All
three argued that having one
connected high school would
allow students to maintain
access to a wide range of
courses and T.C. Williams’
diverse community.
T.C. Williams Principal
Peter Balas also spoke at the
meeting in support of the connected high school network.
“We’re already a connected high school network that’s
working,” Balas said in an interview. “We have aligned and
streamlined Minnie Howard,
King Street [and] the satellite [campus] along the lines
of scheduling, opportunity
maximization and creating
the smaller learning communities – whether academies or
teams – that allow us to make

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN

T.C. Williams High School Principal Peter Balas stepped up to the
podium during the school board meeting on Sept. 26 to express his
support for one connected high school.

what’s so seemingly large feel
like they’re a small community in it.”
Balas disputed the claim
that students can easily fall
between the cracks in a high
school as big as T.C. Williams.
The principal argued, much
like his students, that having
two high schools could create
divisions in the city.
“I urge you to continue to
oppose the separatist ideals
that are associated so publicly with the name of our high
school by voting to keep us
connected,” Balas said. “Separation may be in our school’s
name, but you can oppose it by
voting to keep us together.”
Balas’ comments were
followed by a chant of “T.C.
united,” a phrase that some
community members had
emblazoned on their shirts.
Most, if not all, supporters of the two high school
option argued that creating
a second, smaller high school
would create a better educational environment.
“Here’s the facts: Bigger
high schools fail low income
students,” Angela Mills, a
mother of two students at
Mount Vernon Community
School, said. “How can we ensure we’re not building another dropout factory? We can’t.

Smaller is better, full stop.”
Several parents were also
encouraged by the idea that
two high schools could provide students with more opportunities to participate in
extracurricular activities.
“A second high school will
provide children with the space
to learn, grow and participate
in sports, extracurricular activities and clubs in a way that
provides greater opportunity
for more students,” Mary Bell,
a mother of two, said.
Supporters of the two
high school option all pointed to the untested foundation of the connected high
school network model.
“We can’t just vote on educated guesses and hunches,” Mills said.
After the public comments, Hutchings expressed
his support for the connected
high school network.
“If we were to dismantle
that approach of having one
high school, and this is my
point of view, I believe that
we will not afford our young
people the opportunities
that they’re receiving today,”
Hutchings said.
The superintendent said
that, in the two high school
model, each school would
SEE SCHOOL BOARD
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tem,” Hutchings said.
SOL subject areas remain an important part of
the state’s accountability
system. However, there’s
just as much emphasis on
growth as there is on proficiency, Berkowitz said.
Coming out of the 20182019 school year, Hutchings
and ACPS staff took deliberate steps to address specific,
division-wide areas in need
of improvement.
“Math was a specific area
we need[ed] to have growth
across all our schools, as
well as special education,”
Hutchings said.
ACPS used monthly professional learning gatherings
and quarterly data analysis
meetings to track progress
throughout the year.
The division-wide focus
on math helped boost Jefferson-Houston to full accreditation status.
Jefferson-Houston
students had an overall 11-point
increase in math SOL scores,
and the growth in specific demographic groups was
equally significant.
“What got us over the
threshold for accreditation
was our black students in
math,” Berkowitz said. “Our
black students in math last
year had a 15-point bump up.
We’re really proud of that.”
In order to reverse a
three-year downward trend
in math SOL scores, staff

established daily math interventions for students in
need of extra help.
For Balas and his staff
at T.C. Williams, growth in
math SOL scores was only
one of the reasons T.C. was
accredited with conditions
last year. Graduation and
completion rates were also
part of the school’s conditional status.
Balas said he and his
staff re-evaluated the core
processes and procedures
used to measure graduation and completion. Balas
set up a team that monitors
graduation status, withdrawals and completion
rates throughout the year.
“We have been strategic
when it comes to graduation rate to make sure that
the graduation rate that’s
happening is accurately reflecting our progress,” Balas
said. “…You might have kids
on your roll that have withdrawn, gone somewhere
else, left the country. We
have to account for all those
kids who are no longer active in our system.”
The VDOE’s accreditation results have given ACPS
staff plenty to celebrate, but
their challenge in the coming
school year will be maintaining and improving growth.
“Part of the challenge
now is not just maintaining those improvements but
also increasing them now,”
Balas said.
Division-wide, ACPS staff

PHOTO/ALEKSANDRA KOCHUROVA

After receiving an accredited with conditions status for the 20182019 school year, T.C. Williams High School and Jefferson-Houston
were both fully accredited for the 2019-2020 school year.

is shifting its focus from
math to reading, especially
in kindergarten through second grade, Hutchings said.
Schools are emphasizing social-emotional learning in
order to address individual
students’ needs, Berkowitz
said, and maintaining emphasis on Hispanic students

and students with disabilities.
The accreditation results are just another step
in a long history of growth,
change and contributions
made by those that came before, Hutchings said.
“We wouldn’t be who we
are without those contribu-

tions, and now it is my job to
help take the school division
forward and lead us in a way
that is going to allow us to
be one of the most premier
school divisions across the
world,” Hutchings said.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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The divide was well defined between those who supported two high schools – mostly parents – and those who supported one connected
high school – mostly students.
SCHOOL BOARD
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offer core courses but would
have reduced offerings compared to T.C. Williams’ current available classes.
Hutchings said the city’s
history must be considered,
but cannot determine its future.
“We have to make sure that
we’re using our history to help
us inform the decision that we
make tonight because what we
do today is going to impact our
future,” Hutchings said.
School board member
Michelle Rief began a round
of statements from school
board members.
“Folks, we have a mega
high school that’s bursting at
the seams,” Rief said. “Making
it a bigger, multi-campus connected high school and thinking current inequities will go
away is naïve because our kids
will only become smaller and
smaller parts of a larger and
larger bureaucracy.”
In addition to the practical concerns around transportation and scheduling,
Rief said the connected high
school network model is an
untested short-term solution
for a long-term problem.
“I remain concerned that
5,000 students is too large
for one school,” Rief said in a
statement after the meeting.
“Decades of research shows
that kids thrive in smaller

school environments.”
School board members
Meagan Alderton and Heather
Thornton also supported the
two high school option.
Alderton, who took part
in the EDT, said that she was
frustrated by how much the
potential actions of adults
were impacting a decision for
students’ futures. Alderton
also argued that building a
second high school would provide an opportunity to confront the inequities, privilege
and divisions that a single high
school has been able to hide.
“Listen, I’m not naïve to
the idea that to build a second high school would basically mean going to war,”
Alderton said. “We would be
going to war with all that is
privilege and entitlement. It
would require outstanding
courage, fierce confrontation
and massive resistance. But
my concern is that if we don’t
fight this war up front on its
face, I don’t think we’ll ever
get past it.”
School board member Ramee Gentry, formerly board
chair, questioned the idea that
smaller schools are inherently
better for students.
“It is not through the size
that we achieve success. It is
through the successful implementation of thoughtful
educational design that we
achieve success,” Gentry said.
Gentry also cautioned the

school board about the redistricting process that would
need to take place with two
independent high schools.
“If we embark on a high
school redistricting process
now, it will take up more time
and more money, and it will
impact every single student
in the city,” Gentry said. “It
will consume the work of this
school board, leaving no time
for other urgent focus areas
that we as a school board have
already identified.”
Rief later clarified that
the board considers redistricting every five years.
Vice chair Veronica Nolan
and board member Christopher Suarez said they were
concerned that creating a
second high school could exacerbate inequities in ACPS.
Suarez, who said he saw
intense inequities in Chicago
public schools, agreed with
Alderton’s point about the
debate drifting away from
the students, but he arrived
at a different conclusion.
“The almost uniform
[view] of the students has
been in support of the one
T.C. solution because they
agree that diversity matters, being exposed to people that are different from
them matters,” Suarez said.
“They understand that they
have access to a plethora of
options at T.C. that they may
not otherwise have.”

Suarez said he envisioned
“a fragmented future” with
the two high school option
and argued that the problems
at T.C. Williams need to be
tackled and dealt with before
ACPS even considers creating a second high school.
“I want to get it right before we do something that, at
least in my personal opinion,
would compound the problems and the challenges for
us,” Suarez said.
Board chair Cindy Anderson spoke last and in support of the connected high
school network.
Anderson, who previously served as chair of the
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria, warned the board about
how difficult it would be to
divide resources, including
scholarships, between two
high schools.
“That’s a million dollars
that goes to our students.
[It’s] not so easily split in half
because, first of all, there are
things that are dedicated to
T.C. that are in trust, that
maybe through legal means
you could get it separated,”
Anderson said.
Suarez made a motion,
seconded by Gentry, to adopt
the connected high school
network option with capacity for 2,900 students at the
existing T.C. site and a new
1,600-student building at
Minnie Howard.

Before the board could
vote, Rief proposed an amendment, seconded by Jacinta
Greene, that “the design and
rebuild at the Minnie Howard
site could be done in such a
manner that, with minimal
effort and cost, it could be
converted to an independent
school at a later date.”
Some school board members seemed exasperated by
Rief's amendment.
“I am frustrated by the introduction of an amendment
at this point in the process
when the community has not
had an opportunity to weigh
in, the community has understood the options and has
understood this is what we’re
voting on,” Gentry said.
Anderson said she specifically asked for any potential amendments in advance in order to determine
how significant the repercussions would be.
Rief said she wanted to ensure her colleagues’ desire for
flexibility in the new site was
represented in the motion.
“I proposed the amendment because my colleagues
expressed hope that the rebuild be flexible to adapt to
future growth,” Rief said in
a statement after the meeting. “Rather than hope for it,
I thought it would be prudent
to formalize those intentions.”
School board member
Margaret Lorber agreed with
Rief’s sentiment and the need
for flexibility but found the
amendment too prescriptive,
she said.
The amendment was voted down 7-2, with Rief and
Greene in support.
The school board voted
6-3 to approve Suarez’ motion, with Alderton, Rief and
Thornton dissenting.
Moving forward with the
high school project, ACPS will
reconvene the EDT and bring
in an industry advisory board
to determine programming
options and begin the design
phase, which will last around
three months, Hutchings said.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Longtime resident Joe Sestak runs for president
Democratic candidate
focuses on unity, climate change, healthcare
BY MISSY SCHROTT

He was late to the start
line, but Joe Sestak is far
from counting himself out of
the 2020 presidential race.
Sestak, 67, a longtime
Alexandria resident and former Pennsylvania congressman, announced in a video
on June 23 that he was joining the pool of Democratic
candidates vying for President of the United States.
In most major polls, including those posted by
Politico, Real Clear Politics
and the New York Times,
Sestak either doesn’t make
the board or he shows zeros across the charts. He
did not qualify for the first

COURTESY PHOTO

Joe Sestak at a rally.

three Democratic debates
and, as of Tuesday, failed to
meet the polling and donor
thresholds for the fourth debate in October. While Sestak is far from a frontrunner
in the race, he said he’s also
far from dropping out.

“We’ll just keep on going, no matter what,” Sestak
said. “Look, we knew it was
going to be an uphill battle,
… but with people falling
out, people kind of settling
in and coming, we think that
we’ll stay no matter what,

MEET US AT THE
INTERSECTION OF
TECHNOLOGY AND
TRANSPORTATION!
Alexandria Mobility Plan
Innovation Forum
Monday, October 7, 2019 | 6:30-9:00 PM

definitely through [the] Iowa
[caucuses] and New Hampshire [primaries], even till
Super Tuesday. … I thought
it was a hard but credible opportunity to win. I wouldn’t
have gotten in if I didn’t.”
Sestak said the primary
reason for his candidacy is
that he believes he would be
a unifying leader and that
he has “the depth of global
experience to truly understand this world.”
“I honestly do think …
that Mr. [incumbent President
Donald] Trump should be replaced, be defeated. Nothing
personal, I just don’t think that
he knows how to approach the
world, and I don’t think he has
represented the character of
America,” Sestak said. “I honestly believe this nation has to
have somebody who can actually unite it again.”
Born and raised in Dela-

ware County, Pennsylvania,
Sestak earned his bachelor’s degree from the United
States Naval Academy and
his master’s in public administration and Ph.D. in political economy and government
from Harvard University, according to Ballotpedia.
Sestak was elected to
Congress in 2006 and represented
Pennsylvania’s
seventh congressional district from 2007 to 2011. A
31-year U.S. Navy veteran
and former three-star admiral, Sestak was the highest-ranking military officer
ever elected to Congress at
the time, according to his
campaign website.
It was during Sestak’s 31
years with the Navy, when
he was working at The Pentagon, that he moved to AlSEE SESTAK

EXPLORE. LEARN. DISCUSS.

Open house with informational
boards and input activity
Brief presentation from leading
national industry experts
Moderated panel discussion with
public and private representatives

US Patent and Trademark Office
600 Dulaney Street
Madison Clara Barton Auditorium

More information at:
alexandriava.gov/MobilityPlan
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Heating & Air Conditioning
703-683-1996

Serving your neighborhood since 1980

Fall Inspections
Special

$69.95 per system
PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

Joe Sestak at Alexandria City Hall.

SESTAK
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exandria to a house on Royal
Street. He’s since moved to
the Seminary Ridge neighborhood with his wife, Susan, and daughter, Alex.
Sestak said it was his
daughter who inspired him
to run for Congress. Alex,
18, has fought brain cancer
twice, once at 4 years old
and again about a year ago.
“I decided to pay back my
country by becoming a Democrat, because they were going
to work on healthcare,” Sestak
said. “… That is so dear to me
because of my daughter. We
have to fix the Affordable Care
Act that this administration
has tried to take the legs off.”
Sestak hopes to restore
the Affordable Care Act and
advance it with a public option to expand access to
health insurance, according
to his campaign website.
“He has certainly a great
position on healthcare,” Sue
Goodhart, Sestak’s neighbor
and CEO of The Goodhart
Group, said. “He’s pretty experienced with having a child
who has been ill and has
shared that experience with
his incredible background in
that area as well, so he brings
a lot to the table.”
In addition to healthcare, Sestak’s policy priorities include climate change,
student debt and labor

training, he said.
During his time in Congress, Sestak passed 19 pieces
of bipartisan legislation and
was named the most productive member of his congressional class by the Majority
Leader’s Office, according to
his website. He ran for the
Senate unsuccessfully in 2010
and again in 2016.
During his military career, Sestak served as director for defense policy on the
National Security Council in
the White House during the
Clinton Administration.
Clarence Tong, chair of
the Alexandria Democratic Committee, said Sestak’s
experience with foreign affairs could inform a potential presidency.
“I think that his lifetime
of service and particularly
in the national security and
foreign policy areas would
be a real asset,” Tong said.
“I remember when he was a
member of Congress, when
he was asked to opine on
a whole range of issues. I
think he’s had a lot of credibility when it came to national security issues.”
Tong began his career in
politics working on Sestak’s
first congressional campaign
in 2006. Once Sestak was
elected, Tong went on to work
in his office on Capitol Hill.
“I think that he really valued the relationships that

he had with people who are
close to him,” Tong said. “I
think that people really respond very well to his leadership. ...People who have been
with him, a lot of those staffers ... still stay in touch, even
a decade later.”
Tong clarified that his
statements do not represent
an endorsement of Sestak,
as “there’s a number of exceptional 2020 candidates
for president on the Democratic side.”
Goodhart said she’s proud
that Alexandria has a hometown presidential candidate.
“I think he’s respected
by people of all political positions,” Goodhart said. “…
Alexandria is a very unique
city. It has so much diversity; it’s well educated; it
takes care of community
members; it’s a wonderful
place to live, and I think that
the spirit of Alexandria is
carried on well with Joe.”
To qualify for the fifth
Democratic debate in November, Sestak will need
both 165,000 individual
donors and to earn either
3 percent in four national polls or 5 percent in two
early-state polls from Iowa,
New Hampshire, South Carolina and Nevada, according
to a Business Insider article.
To learn more about Sestak, visit www.joesestak.com.
-mschrott@alextimes.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only.
• Cannot be combined with any other
offers/coupons.
• Some exclusions may apply.
• Orders placed by November 30.

www.rbincorporated.com

208 Gibbon Street - $1,499,000
Circa 1820, this detached 3/4-bedroom, 2.5-bath
renovated home features original floors, 2 fireplaces,
new gourmet kitchen with adjoining family room,
and stunning master suite. French doors open to a
large private patio and a side walkway for bicycles.
Call Babs for a private tour.

Babs Beckwith

Old Town’s Real Estate Expert,
selling Old Town homes for 25+ years.
703.627.5421 | BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt St., Alexandria, VA 22314
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A live poultry butcher shop was approved for 3225 Colvin St. on March 26. The one-story building is
7,250 square feet and is surrounded by a mixture of industrial and commercial uses.
LAWSUIT
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cated near the soon-to-be
butcher shop. The butcher
shop will also be in close
proximity to various pet
businesses, including Frolick Dogs, Dogtopia, Pinnacle
Pet Spa & More and Wholistic Hound Academy, although those businesses are
not involved in the lawsuit.
The plaintiffs are worried

about the impact the facility
will have on their businesses
and contend they were not
aware of the coming business, according to the plaintiffs’ attorney, Elizabeth Seltzer of the Driscoll & Seltzer,
PLLC law firm. They also expressed concern that the city
approved the SUP apparently
without analyzing or placing
conditions upon the “slaughter activity,” Seltzer said.

“If you haven’t smelled
the smell that comes from
these facilities … I don’t
even know how to describe
it. It’s like a skunk that’s
been marinated. It’s horrific,” Veronica Van Deusen,
owner of Fabulous Interior
Designs and Simply Doors
& Closets, said.
On Sept. 25, Judge Lisa
B. Kemler granted a motion from the defendants to

dismiss the case for lack of
standing, according to Seltzer. However, Kemler also allowed the plaintiffs to amend
the complaint to “allege more
particularized harm to Plaintiffs,” according to Seltzer.
In response to a request
for comment, city spokesperson Craig Fifer said the
city had no additional comments outside of what is
stated in the court filings.
Saba Live Poultry owner
Abdulsalem Mused did not
respond to multiple requests
for comment. Van Deusen
said there has been no sign
of construction or activity at
the butcher shop site.
Since council approved
the SUP, various violations
at Saba Live Poultry’s other
locations have surfaced.
Perhaps most striking was
an incident at a Saba location
in Bloomfield, Connecticut on
July 13. After a young cow at
the Saba meat store got loose,
Saba employees chased the
cow across the street and slit

its throat in the parking lot of
a Home Depot, according to
an NBC Connecticut Investigates article.
The incident prompted federal, state and local
agencies to look into the facility. Upon finding a number of violations, including
plumbing, ventilation and
sanitation issues, the State
of Connecticut Department of Agriculture issued
a cease and desist order
against that Saba location
on July 18, requiring them
to close the facility.
In addition, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Office of Investigation, Enforcement and Audit has
issued multiple warnings
about conditions at Saba’s
California,
Pennsylvania
and New York facilities.
“It’s horrific, the amount
[of violations] and the sick
animals that they’re selling. That multiplies my fear
SEE LAWSUIT
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Did you know?
18 days
43 days
8 weeks
9 weeks
10 weeks
11 weeks

Baby’s heart begins to beat
Brain coordinates movement
All organs are functioning
Has permanent, individual fingerprints
Baby can feel sense of comfort/pain
Baby can smile & suck his/her thumb

Over 2 million couples wait to adopt—including
children of all races & those with special needs
Any textbook will confirm what every doctor knows:
LIFE BEGINS AT CONCEPTION
Prolifeacrossamerica.org (703) 780-4700
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Now is a good time to take out a business loan

FILE IMAGE
BY R. BRUCE GEMMILL

Last month the Federal Reserve lowered interest rates .25
basis points. Usually the FED
lowers rates to bolster an uncertain or weak economy. For
businesses, lower interest rates
offer opportunities to expand.
Now is a good time for
businesses to borrow money.
During periods when lower interest rates prevail, banks become magnets for businesses
eager to borrow. The lower the
interest, the more the business can borrow to fund expansion, purchase equipment,
refinance loans and lines of
credit, acquire market-compatible companies or even buy
out partners or investors.
Borrowing
money
at
low interest rates provides
a comfortable level of certainty for business owners.
Low rates won’t stay forever;
higher rates will return, and
the difference between interest rates now and five years
from now could be enormous.
Another thing to consider
is that qualifying for a loan

R. BRUCE
GEMMILL
when rates are lower is easier
than applying for the samesized loan under a higher-interest-rate environment.
Smart executives will take
advantage of the FED’s decision to lower rates by refinancing loans and lines of credit to
minimize the inherent risk of
being committed to an expensive loan. Also, when rates are
high, businesses often take
out variable-rate loans since
these types of loans usually carry lower interest rates.
The fees typically associated
with refinancing are usually well justified and offset by
the long-term savings realized
with a lower rate.

Other circumstances that
justify jumping on the low
interest rate loan bandwagon
include buying out partners
and paying back investors.
Over time, business partners often find they are not
as aligned as they once were,
and it may be harder to reach
agreements. Or perhaps the
business was started with
seed money from family or
friends who no longer want
to be involved. This low interest rate environment offers the opportunity to go to
the bank and borrow money
to buy out partners or pay
back investors.
If you’ve decided to take
advantage of these low interest rates and take out a loan,
you’re going to want a partnership with a banker who
will understand your goals,
needs and approach to running your business. In other
words, you’ll need a relationship with a person and not a
bank. Beyond a banker with
whom you have confidence,
the person needs to be accessible, responsive and willing

Borrowing money at low interest
rates provides a comfortable level
of certainty for business owners.
Low rates won't stay forever; higher
rates will return, and the difference
between interest rates now and five
years from now could be enormous.”
– R. Bruce Gemmill,
senior vice president,
Main Street Bank

to offer suggestions.
Once you have identified a
banker or two with whom you
would feel comfortable working, you need to research the
bank for which that banker
works. After all, it’s important to know that the bank for
which they work has a reasonable loan process.
There are seemingly hundreds of banks in Alexandria
and the surrounding area,
but for most businesses, I recommend a community bank.
The FDIC 2017 Annual Report
stated that community banks
are the “lifeline to entrepre-

neurs and small enterprises
of all types.” In general, community banks, both local and
regional, provide 43 percent
of the loans for small businesses and farms and 75 percent of all deposits in 1,200
counties in the United States.
Community banks are
often more flexible, meaning they are more likely to
customize a package to suit
your individual needs than
impose the rigid, cookie-cutter format found at
large banks. Additionally,
SEE LOANS
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SPORTS

ALEXANDRIA
SPORTS ROUNDUP

LOANS

bankers and executive officers at community banks are
usually more easily accessible and take time to get to
know their customers.
Community banks are
thriving, even though recent consolidation within
the industry may suggest
differently. Mergers and acquisitions don’t necessarily
negatively impact the nature
of community banks since
most of the community bank
mergers have been with other local banks. Keeping it
“in the family,” so to speak,
helps to maintain the value
and integrity of community
banking and its importance
to small businesses.

The Alexandria Times sports roundup includes records and
game results for the prior week in two sports per season for
Alexandria’s four local high schools: Bishop Ireton, Episcopal,
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes and T.C. Williams. Records will be
presented alphabetically, while results will be listed by date.
This fall, the sports included are boys’ football and girls’
volleyball. We will also be running photos with captions from
games and encourage readers to send timely photos for submission to mschrott@alextimes.com. We will also continue
covering games from various sports, as well as running sports
features about Alexandria athletes.

BOYS’ FOOTBALL
School

Record

Bishop Ireton
Episcopal
SSSAS
T.C. Williams

2-2
2-1
3-1
3-2

Scores this week:
Sept. 27
Episcopal L 14-0 vs. Collegiate School
T.C. Williams W 28-24 vs. Centreville
Sept. 28
B.I. L 37-6 vs. SSSAS

GIRLS' VOLLEYBALL

Scores this week:
Sept. 21
Titan Clash Tournament
T.C. Williams W 1-0 vs.
Garfield
T.C. Williams L 1-0 vs.
LBHS
T.C. Williams L 2-0 vs.
Forest Park
T.C. Williams W 2-1 vs.
Hayfield

T.C. Williams L 1-0 vs.
Forest Park
Sept. 25
Episcopal W 3-0 vs. SJPGC
Sept. 26
B.I. W 3-0 @ Paul VIl
Sept. 27
Episcopal W 3-0 @ Maret
SSSAS W 3-2 vs. SJPGC

Put hard-earned money to work
Customized financial packages
to meet your business goals
Access to working capital

©

12-5
7-6
3-8-1
6-10

©

Bishop Ireton
Episcopal
SSSAS
T.C. Williams

Bank Where
You Breathe
©

Record

FILE IMAGE

R. Bruce Gemmill is senior vice
president and chief marketing
officer for MainStreet Bank,
a community bank based
in Fairfax with branches
throughout Northern Virginia
and a new branch opening
soon in Washington D.C.

©

School
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Maximize your savings potential

1000 N. Highland Street, Arlington, VA 22201
703-218-5180 • mstreetbank.com
Member FDIC
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‘The Tempest’ makes a splash at Synetic Theatre
BY JORDAN WRIGHT

Take “The Tempest.”
Now, place it on a stage
holding 2,500 gallons of
water, six-inches deep. Mix
the technological wizardry
of a cutting-edge audio-visual immersive experience
with an electronic score
and keep it utterly wordless.
This is the experience created by Synetic Theatre’s
version of Shakespeare’s familiar drama.
The production was born
out of the seemingly limitless imagination of visionary
artistic director Paata Tsikurishvili, a Georgian-born
theatrical pioneer, and his
wife, Irina Tsikurishvili, an
actress, choreographer and
33-time Helen Hayes Award
nominee.
Together, the Tsikurishvilis founded this uniquely
transgressive, no-rules theatre company, reinventing
the classics through the art
of athleticism, aesthetics,
futuristic sound and physicality.
In early Shakespeare productions, gender reversal was
the norm. Men played all the
roles, both male and female.
In this production Paata toys
with gender too, casting Prospero as a newly-minted Pros-

PETS

PHOTO/ JOHNNY SHRYOCK

Irina Tsikurishvili as Prospera.

pera, played by Irina. Ariel,
the female sprite, is imagined
as male and performed by the
tremendously talented dancer and performer Alex Mills,
who appears as a pop-locking, anime-inspired superhero, stylistically reminiscent of
Marvel Comics’ Silver Surfer.

Introducing a new cat
Adding a cat to your home can be stressful,
but proper preparation can help ease the
transition. | Page 16

Welcome to Synetic’s
phantasmagoric world of enchantment and mysticism.
Overflowing with dizzying
acrobatics, flips and fluid somersaults, it offers up
a psychedelic experience
far outside the realm of the
Shakespeare most people

HOMES

have come to know.
Cutting an elegant swath
through an aqueous mist,
Prospera, the sorceress, is
a majestic figure, as she
stands bravely amidst the
sounds of crashing waves
SEE TEMPEST

Apartment living
Just because you're renting doesn't mean you can't
make your apartment feel like home. | Page 18

| 20

IF YOU GO
Run dates: Through Oct. 20
Where: Synetic Theater,
1800 S. Bell St., Arlington
For tickets and information:
1-866-811-4111 or www.
synetictheater.org

CALENDAR

October events
Head to Del Ray for Art on the Avenue, catch the
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra's season opener
and more. | Page 21
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Introducing a new cat: The tale
of Mrs. Huggins and Smike W.
703-819-5240

meow @ tailshigh.org

BY SARAH LIU

Volunteer to feed
our kitties in DelRay.
Breakfast & dinner
shifts are available.

Tails High

Cat Rescue and Adoption
www.tailshigh.org

Compassionate pet cremations
serving Northern Virginia,
DC and Maryland areas.
Cremation Services Offerings Include:
•
•
•
•
•

Individual pet cremations
Diverse Urn selections
Garden stones and markers
Optional pick-up services
Viewing

• After hours drop-off
service available
• Same day receiving your
pet’s cremated remains
• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Including holidays for your convenience
Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120
5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310
www.sunsetpetservices.com

About three months ago,
my husband and I decided to
expand our family. Up to that
point, my senior female cat,
Mrs. Huggins, had been sharing the house with us, each
of us at peace with our daily
routines and the stability of
many long years of familiarity
and companionship.
Then came Smike W. I
won’t get into the how and
why, but long story short, he
moved in. Smike was eight
months old, a refugee orphan
from a Florida hurricane with
sleek tabby fur and big innocent eyes. Once released into
our home, Smike turned out
to be fast as lightning, insatiably curious and alarmingly comfortable with heights.
Like so many before me, I
had high hopes that a kitten
would enrich my senior cat’s
life. Mrs. Huggins is 13 years
old. She spends 18 hours of
her day in our bed, four on the
couch and the balance at her
food bowl or litter box. Smike
seemed like just the thing to
perk her up and provide entertainment and company
when we’re away at work.
It’s been three months
since Smike moved in, and the
cats aren’t the bonded pair I
had hoped for. We’re thankful

SARAH
LIU
that Smike has stopped doing
what we call “the flying squirrel,” which involved surreptitiously leaping from heights
onto the lounging Mrs. Huggins. But nowadays, the best
we can hope for is a tenuous
side-by-side nap with minimal
warning growls and no swats.
A measure of peace is upon
us, but my vision of two cute
cats grooming each other and
sharing a basket by the fire remains a fantasy unfulfilled.

Why can’t cats just get
along?

Cats are territorial and
they prefer consistency to
change. In our case, Mrs.
Huggins spent 11 years as an
only-cat, then one day felt
expected to share her favorite spots, her scratching posts
and her personal blankets and
toys with a complete stranger.
On top of that, her daily routines were disrupted by unin-

vited interactions, including
the sneak attacks and robust
play natural to a healthy eightmonth-old kitten.
Cats have distinct personalities, and like humans, some
individuals do not “click”
with other individuals. In our
case, Smike W.’s high-energy
enthusiasm was a mismatch
for Mrs. Huggins’ couch-potato lifestyle. Additionally, as a long-term only-cat,
Mrs. Huggins has forgotten
any feline social skills she
might have learned early in
life. While kittens under six
months, litter mates or mother cats with grown kittens
may retain a positive social
bond, unrelated adult cats
typically have a harder time
learning to like one another.

What can you do?

Start slow. Many sources
suggest locating the new cat
in a separate, isolated room
to allow a period of acclimation. Exchange blankets,
scratching posts or toys
between the resident cat and
new cat’s territory to introduce them to each other’s
smell. Place food bowls on
opposite sides of the closed
door, so the cats can sense
one another while engaging
SEE PETS
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No Emergency Fee
• No Emergency
Fee
Open 24/7
•
Open
24/7
BE PREPARED FOR AN EMERGENCY
703-256-8414
• Appointments from 8 am to
10 pm seven days a week.
• There is no charge for first
wellness examination with
your pet.*

ARE YOU PREPARED F OR AN EMER GENC Y ?

703-256-8414

*Extra fees may apply for vaccinations,
lab tests and medications.
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PETS
overtures become too enthusiastic, and we provide him
with plenty of age-appropriate interactive toys to decrease uninvited attention.
We don’t have two cats
sharing a fireside basket,
but we have attained a semblance of peace and the tools
and knowledge to prevent
open warfare. It’s my hope,
in sharing the story of Mrs.

Huggins and Smike W., that
some of our experiences will
help you in your journey
with multiple cats.
The writer is a longtime
volunteer with King Street
Cats. She lives and works
in Alexandria. For more
information about King
Street Cats, go to www.
kingstreetcats.org

COURTESY PHOTO

The 13-year-old Mrs. Huggins, left, and new kitten Smike W., right.

PETS
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in a pleasurable activity.
Supervise and observe. Once
your new cat is ready to explore the house properly,
supervise his activities and
closely observe any attempted
interactions with the resident
cat. Redirect threatening behaviors with toys or treats as
distraction. Never let the cats
“fight it out.” Break up violent
interactions with hand clapping or a spray bottle.
Separate resources. Provide
multiple scratching posts,
multiple litter boxes and numerous beds, perches and
toys to reduce competition
and stress. Place important

items in different locations
around the house to help the
cats maintain privacy and
personal space.
Consult your vet. He or she
may recommend pheromones or other treatments to
reduce aggression and stress.
Vets can be good resources
for tactics to encourage positive feline behaviors.

Did we make a mistake adding a kitten to
our family?

The decision to add another cat to your household
is intensely personal and requires informed analysis of
the pros and cons.
In our case, circumstances dictated Smike

make his home with us, and
we did our research to minimize the disruption to Mrs.
Huggins’ life. She retains
sole access to our bed at
night, and we increased our
efforts to engage her in the
activities she enjoys most –
brushing, petting and plenty of undivided attention.
We have encouraged play
between the two cats, but
never force Mrs. Huggins to
remain in Smike’s company
if she chooses privacy elsewhere. We diligently seek
to redirect Smike when his

Lovely

OLIVE

Lovely Olive has come so
All she wants is a forever
far since being found on
home to make her life
the streets as a tiny kitten! complete. Is that with you?
Come meet her on Saturday and
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For
more information contact King Street
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Where does
your sleeping
dog lie?

Happiness starts here.

Whole Dogz Provides:

NOWG
HIRIN
g

• Organic/Holistic daycare,
boarding, grooming

Do
s
Walker

• Individual comfy suites/
overnight manager
• Play in large indoor/outdoor
play yards
• Trained Staff
• Healthy Food & Supplements
to treat the Whole Dog!

571-438-2323

Apply online at
www.PassionatelyPets.com/About/Employment.php

SEE FOR YOURSELF!

4748 Eisenhower Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22304

MAKE THE RESERVATION!

703.751.DOGZ (3649)
info@wholedogz.com

ONLINE STORE

wholedogz.com/store

WE ARE SOCIAL!

@wholedogz
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HOMES

The elemental rental
BY MARY G. PEPITONE

You don't have to own a
home to make a home your
own.
Apartment living is a way
of life for millennials and baby
boomers alike, according to
Amy Groff, senior vice president of industry operations
for the National Apartment
Association in Arlington. The
NAA is an 80-year-old organization that represents more
than 82,000 members.
"People in all stages of
life are choosing to live
in rental units because of
their way of life," Groff said.
"People want to live a lower-maintenance
lifestyle
that comes with renting."
According to second-quarter 2019 census data, the nationwide rental-unit vacancy
rate is at 6.8 percent. While
some urban areas may be
implementing procedures to
regulate short-term rental
properties, the NAA projects
a need for 4.6 million more
rental units by 2030 to keep up
with increased demand.
"Today's renters are craving amenities that create

community through a shared
lifestyle," Groff said. "Customer service should be a priority in rental communities
because an apartment is still
a person's home."
Communication between
the renter and the property
manager is key to creating
room-and-board bliss, according to Kimberly Ramsey, vice
president of operations at Kettler, a property management
company of 20,000 multifamily units, founded in 1977 and
based in McLean.
"In general, people are
thinking differently about
renting. Instead of considering renting an apartment as
a temporary step on the road
to home ownership, more
people are choosing to rent,"
Ramsey said. "The 2008 recession really wasn't that
long ago, and some are still
apprehensive when it comes
to home ownership."
Before signing any lease,
whether short- or long-term,
read the fine print.
"Make sure pets are part
of your lease agreement if you
have them, because eventually, they will be discovered,"

Ramsey said. "In general, an
apartment should be left in
the same condition as the first
day you moved into it."
The persons' space – rented or not – reflects who they
are and must fit their lifestyle.
"Quality property management companies have an
eye toward providing luxury
amenities with finer finishes, landscaping and common
spaces," Ramsey said. "Because today's workforce can
be a lot more transient and
not necessarily tied to a home
base, apartment living can
be right for people who may
need to move frequently."
Moving should be seen as
an opportunity to clear away
clutter, keeping only items
that mean something and
also fit a personal sense of
style. Even though people pay
rent, they can "own" a space
by strategically placing their
personality into it.

Light treatment

Enliven a rented space by
infusing it with light and color, Ramsey said.
"As property managers,
we are constantly upgrading

our apartments by watching
trends and, in some places,
creating an accent wall with
a bold paint color," she said.
"A renter can also paint walls
– making sure to return the
walls to a neutral color when
moving out – or hanging
dynamic artwork on a white
wall to make a statement."
A bright tip to set the
mood is to pay attention to
light fixtures. Ramsey said
good property managers have
higher-end fixtures in apartments already, and renters
can illuminate good design
with decorative lamps and
task lighting.
For the ultimate enlivened
accessory, decorate a space
with live plants, such as an
orchid, low-maintenance succulents or a bouquet of cut
flowers. Allow a sentimental
item to be a show-stopping
accessory in a room, and use a
well-honed selection of books
and meaningful photos to
personalize a place.

Soft touches

A layering effect can also
begin on ground level with
colorful or graphically dy-

namic rugs.
"With popular plank flooring throughout an apartment's open floor plan, a rug
can define a space," Ramsey
said. "It can also be the basis
for a design and absorb sound,
which is important when living in an apartment."
Soft window treatments
can add interest and privacy, as a renter mixes fabrics
and different styles of coverings – such as Roman shades
or draperies – with existing
standard-issue blinds.
Investing in a neutral-colored, sleek sofa will impart a
timeless appeal in your apartment, and the higher the
quality of the sofa, the longer
you will own it.
Colored and patterned
pillows that complement the
window coverings and rug
can be easily swapped out no
matter where you live and can
be the jewels that tie together
an apartment's design.

Added amenities

For many, renting a space
to live can also mean finding
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The Lamplighter
From the office to the
bedroom, this simple
lamp is so versatile it
fits in any décor!
Come in and see for
yourself what makes
this the hottest selling
lamp in the store!

Available in 6 different finishes
1207 King Street
Alexandria, VA
703-549-4040
www.lamplighterlamps.com

PHOTO/KETTLER

Luxury property managers who are upgrading apartments may create an accent wall with a bold paint
color or wallpaper.
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a new lease on life.
"The goal for apartment
buildings should be to create
a sense of community among
its residents," Ramsey said.
"When possible, augmenting
apartment life with amenities
that enhance the quality of
life is great for everyone."
Storage space in an apartment can be minimal, but
having a separate, secure
storage space for seasonal or
large items available to residents can free up living space.
Pet places, such as on-site
doggie day care, are high-end
solutions that tend to the furry, four-legged residents.
Common gathering plac-

es, such as conference rooms
with Wi-Fi or comfy larger
living room setups, are great
places to office from home
or watch the big game with
other residents.
Fitness centers, such as a
workout room or pool, can be
a way to actively meet other
residents or just relax and recharge yourself.
"There's a rational value to
an apartment in that you know
you're renting a two-bedroom,
one-bath space, or whatever
the particulars are," Ramsey
said. "But there should also be
an emotional value to where
you live and a sense of community. It's important that
you feel at home, no matter
where you live."
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Investing in a neutral-colored, sleek sofa will impart a timeless appeal in your apartment. For the
ultimate in enlivened accessories, decorate a space with plants, as seen in the Bolden Apartment
Building, located at the Boro development in Tysons Corner, Virginia.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Victorian-era home in the heart of Old Town’s southeast quadrant
Lot # 67, one of Alexandria’s original 84 numbered
lots, was laid out by surveyor
John West Jr. with the assistance of 17-year-old George
Washington. Designed during
the late Federal period, this
home has evolved over the
years to become the residence
that it is today.
Both historic and modern,
Are you
ready
this home
has
the to
best of both
climb those
worlds.
The ladders
character and
to paint your home?
charm of its past – high ceilings, TECH
moldings,
tall windows,
PAINTING
pineis floors
and
two
ready to help youfireplaces
– is protect
balanced
yourwith
mosta contemvaluable
so you
porary
flairasset,
– state-of-the-art
can focus
on doing
kitchen,
skylights,
a two-story
fun this
glasssomething
wall, surround
sound and
year instead!
dramatic lighting.
AsCall
you
through the
us enter
today to
vestibule
you willa be welcomed
schedule
ESTIMATE!
by theFREE
sunny
living room, separate dining room, family room,

MEOWNERS!

703-684-7702

Since 1987

techpainting.com

breakfast area and newly remodeled kitchen. Located on
the second level, the owners’
suite overlooking the courtyard has two baths, a dressing
room, built-in cabinets and
ample closet space. Two guest
rooms, a cedar closet and a full
bathroom complete this level.
For those who enjoy gardening or entertaining, there
is an expansive tiered garden.
The garden is fully fenced,
completely bricked and landscaped with outdoor speakers
and lighting.
Located within two blocks
of King Street, you are just
steps from fine food and
wine, the farmers’ market,
boutique shopping, art galleries and the banks of the
Potomac River.
Showings by appointment
only.

AT A GLANCE
Location: 212 S. Royal St.
Neighborhood: Old Town
southeast quadrant
Price: $1,800,000
Square feet: 2,385 above
grade finished; 440 below
grade unfinished basement
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 3
Year built: 1800
Contact: Lisa Groover
McEnearney
Associates, Inc.
703-919-4426 cell/text;
PHOTOS/TAMMY LOVERDOS, SHOWCASE PHOTO TOURS

Left: 212 S Royal Street.
Top Right: Both historic and modern, this home has the best of
both worlds.
Middle Right: This home is in Old Town's southeast quadrant.
Bottom Right: The expansive tiered garden.

LGroover@McEnearney.com
www.LisaGroover.com

HOMEOWNERS! Cold weather and the holidays will be here before
you know it! Call us today to schedule your free estimate for
interior painting! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com
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The Haunting of Hill House

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

10/19-11/9

No one ever visits Hill House,
especially not after dark. When
three strangers are invited to join
the mysterious Dr. Montague at the
eerie house on the hill, not even their
darkest dreams could have prepared
them for what awaits. Based on the
1959 gothic horror novel by Shirley
Jackson, this story is a chilling and
mystifying study in mounting terror.
Come join us – if Buy tickets early at our
you dare.
box office or online!

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria | 703-683-0496
w w w . t h e l i t t l e t h e at r e . c o m
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Vato Tsikurishvili as Caliban.
TEMPEST

Want to get your news a
day before everyone else?
Subscribe to
Alexandria Times
E-edition @AlexTimesNews
to get
your news delivered
@ AlexandriaTimes
to your email
Wednesday night.
@AlexandriaTimes
www.alextimes.com/
sign-up-to-receivee-edition
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interwoven with electronica
and futuristic synth-pop.
Hidden behind prison
gates in a fiery-red grotto,
lurks the malevolent monster,
Caliban, Vato Tsikurishvili,
Paata and Irina's son, at his
most magnificent. He emerges stealthily, inching beneath
the waves and locks horns
with Prospera, water spewing
across the stage, catching the
light and spraying wildly onto
the front rows. Dominated by
splashing water, rainstorms,
ferocious battles, amorphous
@AlexTimesNews
sea creatures and playful
@AlexandriaTimes
comic scenes, this wildly atmospheric water world will be
@AlexandriaTimes
your new normal.
The entirety of the cast

is outstanding. In a production that redefines acting
as both intensely physical
and dramatically interpretive, the casting requires a
unique kind of performer –
one who is both classically
trained in ballet and acrobatics. I was utterly blown
away by the fearless athleticism and extraordinary acting expressed by this amazing cast.
Note that the first three
rows are known as the “splash
zone” with courtesy ponchos
provided. Request these seats
when booking your tickets if
you’re up for a totally immersive experience.
With Anne Flowers as
Syncorax, Megan Khaziran
as Antonia, Scott Brown as

Ferdinand, Pablo Guillen as
King Alonso, Katherine DuBois Maguire as Trinculo,
Matt R. Stover as Stephano
and Scean Aaron and Katherine Frattini in the ensemble.
Directed by Paata Tsikurishvili
and
choreographed by Irina Tsikurishvili with composer and
sound designer Konstantine
Lortkipanidze, scene and
costume designer Anastasia
Simes and lighting designer
Andrew Griffin.

Jordan Wright writes about
food, spirits, travel, theatre
and culture. Visit her website
at www.whiskandquill.com
or email her at Jordan@
WhiskandQuill.com.

PHOTO/JOHNNY SHRYOCK

"The Tempest" at Synetic Theater.
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OCTOBER 4
"ART INSPIRED BY THE
TWILIGHT ZONE” EXHIBIT "Art

Inspired by The Twilight Zone” will
take people on a journey through a
wondrous land of imagination with
a collection of art influenced by Rod
Serling’s classic television series. The
opening reception is on Oct. 4, and
the exhibit runs from Oct. 4 to 27.
Time: Opening reception from 7 to
9 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: www.delrayartisans.org

OCTOBER 5
TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL
ART ON THE AVENUE Art on the

Avenue is a multicultural arts festival
celebrating Alexandria’s diversity.
Each year, more than 50,000 visitors
stroll down Mount Vernon Avenue to
discover more than 300 artists, from
jewelers to glass makers to painters,
while enjoying a variety of musicians
and food vendors. Activities for
children include scarecrow-stuffing,
pumpkin-painting and more.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: artontheavenue.org

ALEXANDRIA SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA SEASON OPENING
The 2019-2020 season opens with
a program that explores war and
peace and the curiosity of conversation. Starting with a grandly spunky
overture from Wagner’s well-loved
and only comedic opera, “Die Meistersinger,” the concert features three
virtuosic soloists on violin, cello and
piano in Beethoven’s inspired “Triple
Concerto.” In the second half, the
“Imaginary Symphony,” composed of
four movements by four composers,
depicts visions of pastoral beauty
juxtaposed with a war march and a
call for peace. This concert commemorates the 75th anniversary year of
the D-Day invasion. Performances
take place on Oct. 5 and 6.
Time: Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday at
3 p.m.
Location: Saturday at 4915 E. Campus Drive, Sunday at 101 Callahan
Drive
Information: www.alexsym.org

OCTOBER 6
WALK TO BUST CANCER The

National Breast Center Foundation is
holding its third annual Walk to Bust
Cancer to increase awareness and
celebrate survivorship. Entertainment
and activities will be available before
and after the walk. It is recommended
to register in advance.
Time: 9 a.m. to 11 p.m., 7:30 a.m.
check-in
Location: Fort Hunt Park, 8999 Fort
Hunt Road
Information: www.givegab.com/
campaigns/walk-to-bust-cancer.

OCTOBER 7
MANUMISSION TOUR COMPANY PRESENTS: DUKE STREET’S
BLACK HISTORY The Manumis-

OCTOBER 3, 2019 | 21

CALENDAR

sion Tour Company brings the knowledge from its newest walking tour, the
Duke Street Corridor, to the Barrett
Branch Library for an engaging
evening focused on the early history
of African-American Alexandrians and
the institutions that encompassed
their lives.
Time: 7:15 p.m.
Location: Kate Waller Barrett Branch
Library, 717 Queen St.
Information: alexlibraryva.org

a quarter-century, Art Safari returns
for a day of hands-on activities for
kids and families. Dozens of artists
lead budding art enthusiasts in exciting and creative projects throughout
the building. Make sure to dress to
get a little messy. This event is great
for kids ages 5 and up.
Time: Noon to 5 p.m.
Location: 105 N. Union St.
Information: www.torpedofactory.org

OCTOBER 26

OCTOBER 11

HALLOWEEN PUMPKIN HUNT

HIGHLAND ECHOES ALEXANDRIA PERFORMANCE This two-hour

dance and music extravaganza contains
a wealth of talent derived from all areas
of Scottish life. The show includes a cast
of Highland dancers, a step dancer, live
musicians, Gaelic and English female
vocals, bagpipes and fiddle tunes. The
2019 tour features new music, more
dancing and new costumes to reflect
both the traditional and modern use of
the tartan. This mix of traditional and
contemporary arts marries the present
and the ancient. As part of its community outreach, the Highland Echoes
will give more than 250 tickets to local
schools for the performance and will
invite local Scottish dance schools,
pipe bands and organizations to be
represented at the show.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Schlesinger Concert Hall,
4915 E. Campus Drive
Information: highlandechoesalexandria.eventbrite.com

OCTOBER 12

COURTESY PHOTO

OCTOBER 12
GEORGE WASHINGTON’S ALEXANDRIA TOUR Explore historic
Old Town Alexandria as George Washington knew it. This
90-minute guided walking tour will explore sites associated
with Washington and his closest colleagues, including
John Fitzgerald’s warehouse, Captain’s Row, Gentry Row,
the Apothecary shop, Ramsay House, Market Square, the
Carlyle House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall Tavern, Gadsby’s Tavern
and Washington’s townhouse. The tour is free and no
reservations are required.

Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Location: Tour starts at 101 N. Union St.
Information: suej020924@gmail.com

PORTSIDE IN OLD TOWN
FESTIVAL Enjoy a day of live music,

maritime history, nautical demonstrations and children’s activities on the
Old Town Alexandria waterfront. Savor
local food, beer and wine while experiencing boat building demonstrations
from Alexandria Seaport Foundation
Apprentices and knot tying from tall
ship Providence.
Time: All day
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 King St.
Information: www.visitalexandria.com

MEET AND GREET WITH
BROOKE ADAM OF FULLY
SPUN YARNS Head to fibre space

to shop the yarns of local dyer Brooke
Addams of Fully Spun Yarn. Meet the
artist in person at this fun meet and
greet as she drops off the store’s
latest order of yarn. She will bring
accessories and garments created
from her hand-dyed and mill-spun
yarn. There will be plenty to nosh on
during this event.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: fibre space, 1319 Prince St.
Information: fibrespace.com

WALKING TOUR OF NORTH OLD
TOWN Curious about the history of
North Old Town and the surrounding
neighborhood? Enjoy a group walk?
In conjunction with North Old Town
Citizen's Association, Mike Kenny is
providing a two-hour free informative
and fun tour on both Oct. 5 and 12
that will cover 400 years of local history. There is no cost for the tour.
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 100

Madison St.
Information: GITRMSG@gmail.com

OCTOBER 14
FEMALE STRANGER BEER
DINNER WITH PORT CITY
BREWING COMPANY Join Port

City Brewery and Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum in honoring the anniversary
of the Female Stranger’s death with
her specialty beer and a beer dinner.
Enjoy a four-course meal alongside
four Port City beers including the Long
Black Veil. This special craft beer was
inspired by the famous tale of the
Female Stranger, who died at the tavern on October 14, 1816. Tickets are
$85 per person and reservations are
required. A vegetarian entrée option is
available with advance notice.
Time: 7 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby's Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.gadsbystavern.org

OCTOBER 19
HOLLIN HALL SENIOR CENTER ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR The

Hollin Hall Senior Center, a non-profit
senior center, is holding its annual
fundraising bazaar and craft fair. This
year’s event will include more than 30
crafters, a silent auction, a bake sale
and door prizes. Admission is free
and open to the public.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: 1500 Shenandoah Road

Information: www.hollinhallseniorcenter.org

SPECIALITY TAVERN TOUR:
DEATH AT THE CITY HOTEL

Gadsby’s Tavern has been the site
of many historic events – but also
of macabre ones. This special tour
explores the stories of the people who
breathed their last at the hotel and
the scenes surrounding them. Bring
friends and raise a glass – drink provided by the tour – to those who have
come before, from a famous actress
to Civil War soldiers.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St.
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
gadsbystavern

ALEXANDRIA CHORAL SOCIETY
50TH SEASON The Alexandria Choral Society opens up its 50th season
this fall with a program entitled “The
Spheres,” featuring composers Gabriel Fauré, Ola Gjeilo and Alexandria’s
Jonathan Kolm, all set for choir and
strings. Led by artistic director Brian
Isaac, Gjeilo’s “Sunrise Mass,” is the
focal point of this fall program.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall, 4915 Campus Drive
Information: www.alexandriachoralsociety.org

TORPEDO FACTORY ART SAFARI An Alexandria tradition for almost

The Lee-Fendall House sixth annual
Halloween Pumpkin Hunt returns to
Alexandria. Alexandria’s ghosts and
goblins will fill the museum’s garden
with hundreds of colorful toy-filled
Halloween pumpkins for local children
to discover. Other activities include
crafts, refreshments, spooky stories
and a costume parade. Every participating child will receive a toy pumpkin.
Time: Hunts set for 10:30 a.m.,
12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Location: 614 Oronoco St.
Information: www.leefendallhouse.
org

AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY FALL HARVEST AND
MARKET Celebrate the turning of

the seasons at Pumpkins & Pollinators, the American Horticultural
Society’s family-friendly fall harvest
festival. Learn about the vital connection between people, plants and pollinators, while enjoying nature-based
crafts for children and adults, face
painting, apple cider sales, food
trucks, beekeeping and horticultural
demonstrations and live music. Pick
up a pumpkin to take home, and
browse a marketplace of plant, food
and craft vendors.
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: River Farm, 7931 E.
Boulevard Drive
Information: www.ahsgardening.org

CARLYLE HOUSE’S NIGHTMARE

As night falls, Carlyle House will be
taking on the more sinister movies
created by Tim Burton. Participate
in a Burton-themed scavenger hunt
around the grounds of the house. The
team with the quickest completion
time will walk away with a Burton-themed prize. During the evening,
there will be Burton films playing on
the back terrace. The event is $10
per person.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St.
Information: www.novaparks.com

HISTORIC CEMETARY TOUR

Enjoy a guided tour through several
of Alexandria’s historic cemeteries.
Learn about Alexandria’s famous
residents, including those who fought
in the Revolutionary War, Mexican
War and Civil War.
Time: 5 p.m.
Location: The corner of Wilkes and
S. Payne streets
Information: discoveralexva.com
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A momentous week
for city schools

Life happens all at once, not just for individuals but also for institutions.
We plan and work toward a goal – a house renovation, a project at work or
improvement on an important benchmark – and then after years of planning
and effort, suddenly it’s accomplished.
Alexandria City Public Schools attained not one, but two long-term goals
in the past week: All of its schools were fully accredited for the first time in
the 20 years the accreditation program has been in place, and the Alexandria
School Board voted to address the overcrowding situation at T.C. Williams
High School.
The celebration at ACPS headquarters on Braddock Place after receiving
these two pieces of good news probably rivaled that at Nationals Park after
the team’s rousing win on Tuesday night – perhaps sans sprayed champagne.
Looking first at the accreditation news, we are happy for everyone involved in the effort to raise school performance. We’ve written many stories
and editorials in the Times through the years documenting the struggles
ACPS has faced in trying to bring its schools into compliance. To see years of
effort pay off is affirming for everyone involved.
There is, of course, still much work to be done. For though all city schools
are now fully accredited, ACPS still lags below state averages in every major
subject category on Standards of Learning tests.
ACPS also undoubtedly benefitted from last year’s change in accreditation methodology that lends more weight to other factors, such as achievement gaps and graduation rates, and less to SOL scores.
Still, the statewide full accreditation rate this year was 92 percent –
the same rate as last year – meaning the changes did not cause a jump in
accreditation statewide. Alexandria’s full accreditation percentage was
82 percent last year, and 100 percent this year. Well done.
The local impact of determining a path forward on the high school capacity issue is even more significant.
T.C. Williams High School was rebuilt in 2007, with a capacity of 2,500
students, yet as of last October – enrollment data for the current school year
is not yet available – the main campus housed more than 2,800 students and
the T.C. Williams Minnie Howard campus almost 1,200 more. Projections indicate total high school enrollment may reach 5,000 by 2025. Something had
to be done to address this situation.
Two primary options were on the table: to stay with one high school,
but create a multi-campus, interconnected model or to build a second
high school.
The Alexandria School Board voted 6-3 last week for the one-school,
multi-campus model. While we believe two high schools would be better
for students – and we hope that topic is revisited at a later date – it’s
more important that the division moves forward as quickly as possible to
address capacity.
The decision to rebuild and enlarge T.C. Williams’ Minnie Howard campus with a capacity of 1,600 students still leaves open the possibility that this
campus could one day be converted to a second, comprehensive high school.
It’s also clear that this move alone does not fully solve the capacity issue:
Adding room for 1,600 students to the existing 2,800 students at T.C. means
that ACPS will still likely need classrooms for another 600 students by 2025.
Presumably, these students will be housed in other facilities that are part of
the interconnected network, but that's still to be determined.
While the accreditation news and school board vote don’t resolve every
issue facing ACPS, they are both milestones. Kudos to Superintendent Dr.
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D, ACPS teachers and staff, the school board and Alexandria students and parents.

Opinion
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“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
				
- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

Support for Indigenous People’s Day
To the editor:
I must debate my friend Dino Drudi and his understanding of the conquest of the New World, expressed in
his letter, “The facts about indigenous
peoples,” in the Sept. 19 Alexandria
Times. I admire people like Dino who
get involved whether I agree with
them or not.
Clearly Drudi’s education about
the conquest comes from the European view. He mentions the desire
of Catholic Church leaders to convert
the indigenous peoples. Unfortunately, the conquest fell not to the priests,
but to land-grabbing adventurers in
both North and South America. The
church created something known as
the "Regimento." The adventurers
were directed to read this to the indigenous peoples. If they accepted this
document, they could be treated as
civilized people, otherwise they were
subject to theft and enslavement.
The indigenous peoples had to understand and accept, not just the Christian God, but the supremacy of the pope
and the Spanish monarch. They must
have felt as we would feel if we witnessed
aliens climbing down from a space ship.
Priests struggled to build understanding between wildly different
cultures. Bernardino de Sahgun, a

Franciscan missionary, wrote a 12-volume encyclopedia of Aztec life and is
remembered gratefully by ethnographers for his invaluable work.
In the Yucatan, Diego de Landa,
third bishop of Yucatan, cornered a
Maya nobleman – one of a few who
could read and write the complicated Mayan language – and forced him
to give lessons. The lessons did not
go well, but de Landa wrote them
down. Centuries later his notes turned
up in a Spanish library and provided
the key for translating written Mayan,
a system recognized as true writing.
Spoken Mayan languages are still used
by millions of people in Mexico and
Central America.
History shows that European diseases brought by Old World visitors
caused far greater loss of life than
the Aztec human sacrifice and other
indigenous peoples practices. Indigenous peoples in Mexico and Central
America had no impunity to these diseases, and whole villages were quickly wiped out. For all these reasons I
support having Indigenous People's
Day, although for the sake of primary school children, I would have preferred to call it First Americans Day.
-Katy Cannady,
Alexandria
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A stereotype of cyclists
To the editor:
After only a few years in Alexandria, I am old enough to know that
the Seminary Road road diet decision is not yet final. I do not know
what form new opposition will take,
but I’m willing to speculate: An attorney from the Seminary Road area
will undertake, pro bono, to engage
the city on behalf of well-heeled
residents. In anticipation of that
happening, I would like to add a bit
of context to the discussion.
Leading up to the city council decision, it was widely reported
that 13 civic associations had spoken against the road diet. Members
of those organizations alleged that a
secret cabal of cycling activists from
outside Alexandria were influencing
the city to support the road diet.
People who bike – many of
whom bike out of necessity – have
been labeled as single-minded
activists, spandex-clad liberals
secretly in league with toll road
operating companies. This often-repeated stereotype of cyclists
is wrong and pernicious. These
are accusations designed to shut
down debate and to de-legitimize
the concerns of anyone who is not

driving a car.
According to census data, the
most common bike commuter is a
Hispanic male who has income of
less than $25,000 a year. In significant part, bikers are the working
poor, who bike because they must.
As it happens, their commutes also
do not pollute the air, or endanger
the lives of pedestrians or other bikers, providing a public benefit. But
their voices often do not make it
into the public forum.
People struggling to make ends
meet are less likely to form a coalition of millionaire property owners to pressure the city council, for
example. And a population heavy
in English language learners is less
likely than others to pen letters to
local English-language papers, or to
speak at meetings held in English.
This means that work to assess
the desires and needs of the community must be consciously inclusive in order to be representative.
This circumstance makes the difficult, retail work, like Vice Mayor
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker engaging
with citizens, all the more valuable
SEE CYCLISTS
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Fair redistricting needed
To the editor:
In his article in the Sept. 26 Alexandria Times, “Residents unite
for an open discussion on racism,”
Luke Anderson highlights the new
city series, “Meaningful Conversations About Racism.” While conversations like the one that took place
on Sept. 5 are important for building common understanding, Selena
Orona struck a chord, stating, “We
want to start putting these conversations into action.”
It’s great to hear Mayor Justin
Wilson addressing institutional racism as a policy maker. And with this
upcoming legislative session, it’s imperative this sentiment translates
into policy statewide. Alexandria
is represented by state delegates
and senators that can make a con-

stitutionally enshrined difference
through the passing of an anti-gerrymandering amendment.
Just last year the courts concluded
that the Republican-controlled house
was guilty of disenfranchising black
voters by manipulating congressional
districts. However, senate Democrats
approved these maps in 2011 through
a backroom "gentleman's agreement."
We must stop this form of institutional racism in advance of
the once-in-a-decade redistricting
that occurs following the 2020 census. We need critical conversations
to translate into policy, and Alexandria’s state legislators can start
with passing the amendment for
fair redistricting reform.
-Daela Taeoalii-Tipton,
Alexandria

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and
do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

The Business Plan
with Bill Reagan

Celebrating fall and the
holiday season
While some grouse about the end Winter Village at Cameron Run. The
of summer, many of us look forward waterpark will be transformed into a
to fall and the approaching holiday winter wonderland.
season, and feel they showcase this
With merchants and their support
region – and especially Alexandria – organizations investing so much
at its very finest.
time, money and effort into making
The air is crisper and our sur- the season spectacular, what suproundings are especially pictur- portive role can residents play?
esque from Halloween through
First, we can simply make the efThanksgiving,
Hanukfort to get out and parkah, Christmas, New
take in the numerous
Years and George Washfestivals and events over
ington’s birthday. We
the next few months.
have
the
prototypic
These are not just for
neighborhoods and shopout-of-towners. You’ll
ping streets that lend
find they offer a new
themselves to a holiday
perspective on fall and
backdrop and spirit.
winter, and make the
This is Alexandria’s
holidays so much more
time to shine – literalfun. If you haven’t reBILL REAGAN
ly, with lights and deccently taken in a ghost
orations. Retailers depend heavily tour around Halloween, the Scottish
on November and December shop- Christmas Walk or the Parade of
ping revenues to remain profitable. Lights on the Potomac, give it a try,
That’s particularly critical this year invite friends and stop for a drink
because the summer Metro shut- or a snack. You’ll have an incredidown impacted many of them.
ble time and as a side benefit you’ll
With that in mind, Visit Alex- stimulate the local economy.
andria held a Holiday Planning
You can also be welcoming to
Summit recently that incorporat- the tourists that generate hundreds
ed a cross section of business, city of millions of dollars for local busigovernment and economic develop- nesses, support thousands of Alment representatives. The theme of exandria jobs and reduce the tax
the summit was to continue build- burdens on our households. If you
ing on Alexandria’s distinctive as- see someone who’s struggling with
sets, attractions and charm and to a map or looking lost, ask if you can
take it up a notch for the approach- help. If someone’s ever done that
ing season.
for you, you know how it makes
Alexandria continues to face you feel, and how inclined you are
competition from a variety of re- to recommend that place to others.
gional shopping options, and each Also be ready to give them suggesof them are working hard to attract tions for attractions or places to
their own shoppers and diners.
shop or dine.
We have new attractions this year
You owe it to yourself to make
such as Alexandria’s own Tall Ship this season a more rewarding expeProvidence, just a short stroll from rience, and Alexandria has so much
the new Waterfront Park at the foot to offer.
of King Street. Locals and visitors
Happy Holidays!
alike will appreciate the connection
to Alexandria’s maritime heritage.
The writer is executive director
Further west there will be skatof Alexandria’s Small Business
ing, music and spectacular light Development Center. The SBDC can be
experiences at Ice & Lights – the
reached at www.alexandriasbdc.org.
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Julio Duran: The role of ‘Impacto’
Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from Sept. 15 to
Oct. 15. The histories, cultures
and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors
came from Spain, Mexico, the
Caribbean and Central and
South America are celebrated
during this time.
Perhaps many of us don’t
know who Julio Duran is,
possibly because he no longer lives in northern Virginia. But before he returned
to his homeland of Bolivia, Duran spent 40 years
in this area, many of them
in Alexandria publishing
the monthly “Impacto.” In
honor of Hispanic Heritage
Month – a term he would
probably object to – we’d
like to profile him today.
A native of Tarija, Bolivia, Duran had a background
in journalism that predated
his residence in the United
States. After studying journalism at the University of
La Plata in Argentina, he
founded the “La Tablada”
newspaper in La Paz, Bolivia, and co-directed the
magazine “Mundo.”
Duran moved to the United States in 1971, and began

as a free-lance
contributor to “El
Diario” in 1979.
After
becoming
that publication’s
Washington correspondent
in
1985, Duran started “Impacto” on
the side in 1986. A
primary motivation for the publication was a desire to change the
way Latin America was portrayed
in the United
States.
He complained,
in a Dec. 11 article
in the “Washington Post” about
the start of “Impacto,” that American coverage of its
southern neighbors was reduced to drugs and disasters,
and that it failed to bring
the Latin American community to life. While it sought
to bring its readers a broader idea of events in Latin
America, at the time Duran
claimed he wanted to steer
clear of events in El Salvador
and Nicaragua, which were
involved in civil wars at the

time. As Duran put it, “We
don’t want to take a political stance. We will not take
sides.”
Looking back on the life
of “Impacto,” Duran pointed to two main impacts. The
first was an editorial that
helped bring about a name
change for the Hispanic Festival to the Latin American
Festival of Washington. The

CYCLISTS

dents thought that both the
city council and city staff had
listened to citizens’ concerns
about Seminary Road. Clearly, it is possible to hear the
voices of citizens at large if

one knows how to listen.
I hope that the city will
remain steadfast in the face
of whatever form new opposition to the road diet takes,
and I hope that citizens op-

IMAGE/ EL TIEMPO LATINO

second was encouraging the
George H.W. Bush administration to aid Peruvian and
Bolivian farmers in finding
alternative crops to the coca
leaf. He estimated that $600
million in aid was sent for
that purpose.
In 2015, after 44 years in
the United States, and after
publishing “Impacto” for
15 years, Duran announced
that he was returning to
his hometown in Bolivia.
He noted in an article in “El
Tiempo Latino,” the largest
Spanish language newspaper in the area, that “those of
us who come to this land of
opportunities bring dreams
that rarely come true.”
Yet, he pointed to his
publication of “Impacto”
as fulfilling his dream in
“serving the community for
15 years … and straightening some concepts about
our identity.”
Alexandria, and the
Washington area in general,
was strengthened by having
the voice of Julio Duran in
our midst.
Out of the Attic is
provided by the Office of
Historic Alexandria.

Kim Gilliam
Elizabeth Holm
Sarah Liu
Louise Krafft
Jim McElhatton
Dr. Vivek Sinha
Jordan Wright
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and important. I was also encouraged to see the poll in
the Alexandria Times showing that a plurality of respon-

Weekly Poll

ALEXTIMES LLC
Denise Dunbar
Managing Partner

The Ariail family
Suzanne Brock
William Dunbar

HOW TO REACH US
110 S. Pitt St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-739-0001 (main)
703-739-0120 (fax)
www.alextimes.com

posed to the road diet will
reflect on what their opposition betrays about their own
priorities.
-Al Clark,
Alexandria

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Last Week

This Week

Which of the city’s transportation funding priorities do
you think is most important?

What do you think about the school board's 6-3 vote to
establish a one-school, connected high school rather
than two high schools?

45% Public transit.
32% State of good repair.
15% Multimodal transportation.
8% Smart mobility.

A) I think it was the right decision.
B) I still think Alexandria needs more than one high school.
C) I'm not sure.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Weekly Words

DEATH NOTICES
ELLEN FERRELL (84), of Alexandria, Sept. 27, 2019
ALLAN HOWERTON (96), of Alexandria, Sept. 21, 2019
SYBIL LEVIN (86), of Alexandria, Oct. 1, 2019
EUGENE MILLER (82), of Alexandria, Sept. 24, 2019

Solutions from last week

HOWARD PECK (64), of Alexandria, Sept. 26, 2019

TIME TRAVEL by Erik Agard, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS

1. "Angie Tribeca" star Jones
(Hint: Read 9-Down before
proceeding!)
8. "Are you?" reply (Sunday)
12. Flinty French wine
19. Fandom makeup
21. First square number (Monday)
22. Like some music and lights
23. "Heaven forbid!"
24. Part of UCSF (Tuesday)
25. Sometimes-plucked music
piece
26. Tater ___
27. Spanish for south
28. Opposite of exo- (Wednesday)
30. Cut off
31. Unreturnable serve
32. Put back to zero
34. Tabula ___ (Thursday)
35. ___ Plus shampoo
36. Declaration of defeat (Friday)
38. Went down a chute
41. DuVernay of film
42. Ghana's capital
45. Campus areas (Saturday)
48. Bella Swan portrayer Stewart
50. Noted Apache leader
53. Window coloring (Sunday)
55. Solution for contacts
56. Sporting chants
57. Cable
59. Actress Fisher (Monday)

61. Pepe's surname
62. Hi-___ image
63. Intense enthusiasm (Tuesday)
65. Gift getter
67. Flee secretly
69. Wavy trig function (Wednesday)
71. Firing
75. Made a choice
77. Places for massages (Thursday)
79. In favor of
80. Cricket's sound
83. Train transit (Friday)
85. ___ large (obvious)
86. Apt first name for the last
name Moss?
87. Like a director's cut, usually
89. Some lights, briefly (Saturday)
91. Cold look
93. Tax return examiner
95. Beach trees (Sunday)
97. Dog-___ (well-worn)
98. Trident-shaped Greek letter
99. The Chi-Lites' "Have You ___
Her"
101. Boy sopranos' voices (Monday)
104. Coral habitats
106. Sculptor Hardison or playwright William (Tuesday)
109. Not halal
110. "Don't know yet," on schedules

113. Certain sausages, informally
115. Achilles' weak spot (Wednesday)
116. Up to, in ads
117. Turn sharply
118. Night lights?
120. Prefix for lateral (Thursday)
122. Kind of
124. Seattle has a wet one
125. Trade-___ (Friday)
126. Yo-Yo Ma and others
127. Persists with
128. Mouse-sighting yelp (Saturday)
129. "TMI!"
DOWN
1. Indian condiment
2. Like some committees
3. Struck down, old-style
4. Golfers turn theirs
5. Fury
6. Less sparse
7. Evoke
8. Plea at sea
9. You might gain a day when
you cross it (as all answers
crossing this one do)
10. Dryer brand
11. Repairs, as fences
12. Apt place to wear kitten heels
13. Med. care option
14. Elementary lessons

15. ___ curl (arm exercise)
16. Give 15%, say
17. Step in
18. Go from square one
20. Therapy topics
29. Extra NBA periods
32. "The Last Jedi" director
Johnson
33. LGBT activist Milan (sounds
like "teak")
36. Natural hairstyles, for short
37. "Gloomy" guy
39. 93-Across employer
40. Regional language
42. Ancient market
43. A-lister, e.g.
44. Plant related to mustard
46. Company behind many princesses
47. NBC sketch show, briefly
49. Aerodynamic
51. "This is too much"
52. Black Star rapper
54. Slight amount
58. Talk smack about
60. Artwork made from small
pieces
63. Endearing children, to a Brit
64. Neatens
66. Very mean
68. Welsh dog
70. ENE opposite
72. "Alas, it looks like ..."

73. ___ Dame
74. Avarice
76. Hosp. figures
78. Producing rainbow colors, say
80. Rebuts a hater
81. Twist on a game
82. R&B star whose name contains a period
84. Swiss peak
86. Grade school orgs.
88. Caviar
90. Camera type (Abbr.)
92. "Does this ___ weird to you?"
94. Share with your followers, in
a way
96. "Doesn't impress me much"
100. Research ctr. in Bethesda
102. Pickling solutions
103. Hands-over-ears syllables
105. Step heavily
107. French nines
108. Lamp spirit
110. In need of massaging
111. One-ups
112. Wedding garment
114. Mmes., in Spain
117. Wedding garment
119. ___ snail's pace
121. Shaming sound
123. Foxlike, in a simile
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In loving memory

Ethel V. Nelson

Ethel V. Nelson
Aug. 16, 1934 – Oct. 12, 2018
Always loved
Never forgotten
Forever missed in our hearts
Your loving
husband, Charles H.
Nelson, Sr., Still DO
Your daughter,
Gail O. Nelson
Your granddaughters,
Shaye, Toyri and Nakia
And your great
grandchildren

AUCTIONS
2 Real Estate Auction Oct
9th Starting @ 2PM. 113
St James St, Suffolk VA &
304 Central Ave, Suffolk VA.
Income Producing Properties.
Dudley Auctions 804-7091954 www.dudleyauctions.
com VAAF#1060.
RVA TAX SALE. Online and
onsite auction for City of
Richmond tax delinquent
properties. Bidding begins
Wed., Oct. 16 at 4 p.m. Preview
properties online. Motleys,
3600 Deepwater Terminal Rd.,
Richmond, VA | www.motleys.
com | 877-MOTLEYS. VAL16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide or in other
states. Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions reaching
your target audiences. Call
this paper or Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services 804521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING –
Get FAA approved hands
on Aviation training.
Financial aid for qualified
students - Career placement
assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance

SCHEV certified 877-2044130

EVENTS/SHOWS
BIG ANTIQUES & Vintage Show/
Sale, October 11-12. 65th Fishersville Antiques Expo, Expoland, Fishersville, VA (I-64, Exit
91), 300 dealers, five buildings
& outside, Friday and Saturday
9-5, www.heritagepromotions.
net, 434-846-7452.

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS
Need CDL Drivers?
Advertise your JOB
OPENINGS statewide or in
other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
to reach truck drivers. Call
Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-5217576, landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE
ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise
your listings regionally or
statewide. Affordable Print
and Digital Solutions that get
results! Call Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services 804521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Be A Census Taker
 Extra income
 Flexible hours
 Weekly pay

Apply Online
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

 Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call
1-855-JOB-2020
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII
www.gsa.gov/fedrelay
The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
D-1511 | April 2019

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you
interested in construction and in becoming an
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the
trade through firsthand experience.
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving
back to the communities in which we live and work.
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$395+$86 court cost.
WILLS $150.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-4900126. Se Habla Espanol.
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

HELP WANTED
John C. Flood Inc.
6430 General Green Way
Alexandria, VA 22312
Seeking experienced/skilled
plumber.
Job Duties: Managing
excavation & installation
of main sewer laterals
and water mains inside
and outside of residential
dwellings and commercial
properties including
determining elevation,
calculating slope, trenching,
bedding, pipe installation,
backfill and repiping.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Qualifications/Experience:
Apprenticeship in plumbing,
must have 48 months
experience in plumbing. Must
have supervisory experience

in Plumbing and be bilingual
in English and Spanish. Able
to work extended hours
including weekends. Must
be able to travel in/around

Washington D.C., Maryland
and Virginia.
Compensation: D.O.E
Email resumes: jim@
johncflood.com

LAWSUIT

Both Van Deusen and
Maribeth Nyerges, owner of
Maribeth’s Bakery, said they
were worried about devaluation of their properties.
Nyerges, a longtime resident who began Maribeth’s
Bakery at the Old Town
Farmers’ Market, said she’s
put millions of dollars into
renovating her Colvin Street
building, which she owns,
rather than leases.
“It’s very disheartening to
see, having put such a level of
upgrading and care into this
neighborhood, to see such
a usage added, and it’s very
likely going to devalue the
values of the properties on
the street,” Nyerges said.
Van Deusen said she would
not renew her lease if Saba Live

Poultry is successful in opening the Colvin Street location.
“I already told my landlord,
if this goes through, I am not
renewing my lease,” Van Deusen said. “It’s a very foul smell.
How are they going to deal
with that? It’s going to affect
us greatly. I have clients for
my interior design business
who are spending thousands
and thousands of dollars on
renovations and I’m not gonna be able to meet them there
because I know the first thing
they’re going to say is, ‘What
the heck is that smell?’”
The plaintiffs have until
Oct. 16 to file their revised
complaint. Kemler will then
determine whether or how the
case will proceed.
-mschrott@alextimes.com
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factor as to what is going to
happen with Colvin Street,
what this is going to turn
into,” Van Deusen said.
During council’s discussions on the butcher shop,
Bennett-Parker was outspoken against the proposal, as
she had visited Saba’s facilities in Philadelphia and collected negative feedback from
its neighbors.
When asked to comment
on the lawsuit, Bennett-Parker
said in an emailed statement,
“I did not vote in support of
the SUP, but Council as a whole
made a decision to approve
it. The case is going through
the court process and we will
stand by the court decision.”

Vincent Travaglini
Vincent Travaglini, 99, a
retired U.S. Department of
Commerce official and Alexandria resident of more than
65 years, died Sept. 18 in hospice care following a stroke
at Brookdale Senior Living in
Potomac, Maryland.
Born Feb. 1, 1920 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and
raised there, he first moved
to the Washington D.C. area
in 1945 following his U.S.
Army wartime service.
His parents, Umberto and
Maria D’Alonzo Travaglini,
immigrated to the United
States from Italy. They divorced when Vincent and his
older sister Constance were
small children. Their mother
raised them on her own and
remained with them after
the three moved to Northern
Virginia. Neither Travaglini
sibling ever married.
Prior to his deployment
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in World War II, Vincent underwent basic training at
Fort Lewis, Washington. He
had expected to go to the
Pacific but was instead sent
to Europe. As an Army truck
platoon commander in support of combat operations
in France and Germany, he
reached the rank of first lieutenant and was awarded the
bronze star medal.
Upon his return and
move to this area, he attended night school at George
Washington University and
earned a law degree.
Trained as an economist and attorney, Vincent
declined a chance to work
at the Central Intelligence
Agency and instead opted
to go to the Commerce Department where he focused
on foreign business practices affecting international
trade and investment.

Obituary
At Commerce, he served
as director of the Office of
International Finance and
Investment in the Bureau
of International Economic
Policy and Research. He analyzed foreign requirements
affecting antitrust exemptions for U.S. firms in export
operations and served on U.S.
delegations to international conferences on standards,
technology transfer and restrictive business practices.
He was publicly recognized for his work by different secretaries of commerce
and authored numerous articles in his field, including on
removing barriers to trade
through GATT, metric laws
and practices in international
trade and industrial property
rights and foreign trade.
Following his retirement
from Commerce in 1980, Vince
joined the American National Standards Institute as the
Washington
representative
where he continued to consult

on international business.
The Travaglini family
moved to their home in the
Braddock Heights neighborhood around 1954. Their
mother Maria died in 1984. In
their retirement years, Vince
and Connie traveled – with
Connie often venturing off
alone on trips – visited longtime friends, took classes,
read extensively, were known
as friendly and hospitable
neighbors and hosted two
family members from Italy on
their father’s side who visited them in alternating years.
They enjoyed going to lunch
with friends at two of their
favorite Alexandria restaurants, Tempo and Le Refuge.
The Travaglinis were generous contributors to a range
of charities for many years.
Connie died at 90 in July
2007 after falling twice in
their house a few weeks apart.
Vince remained in the home,
going up and down stairs daily to reach his room on the

COURTESY PHOTO

third floor and holding out on
having any outside assistance
until early this year.
A weeklong stay at Alexandria Hospital finally forced
him to leave his house in
April. He moved to Brookdale
the next month.
A memorial service for
him will be held Oct. 11 at
3 p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal Church of Georgetown,
3240 O St. NW in Washington D.C. A reception at the
church will follow.
He will be interred near
his mother and sister in the
church columbarium.
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Living,
Loving,
Listing
ALEXANDRIA
Lauren Bishop

209 S. Lee Street

FOR SALE $4,300,000
5 Beds | 3 Full & 1 Half Baths

511 S. Lee Street

FOR SALE $2,290,000
5 Beds | 3 Full & 2 Half Baths

Lauren Bishop

REALTOR® | Licensed in Virginia

322 Third Street

FOR SALE $1,295,000
FOR RENT $5,800/month

Tel. 202.361.5079 // LBishop@McEnearney.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
LaurenBishopHomes.com

214 Wolfe Street

FOR SALE $1,295,000
4 Beds | 2 Full & 1 Half Baths

