
Commissioner accuses 
city of "land grab"
BY MISSY SCHROTT

The Northern Virginia Ju-
venile Detention Center, a 70-
bed youth correctional facility 
located near Landmark Mall, 
could potentially close. 

The center serves the City 
of Alexandria, Arlington 
County and the City of Falls 
Church. The three jurisdic-
tions are funding a study to 
look into changes that could 
make the center more effi-
cient, including potentially 
shuttering the facility and 
detaining youth in another 

center in Northern Virginia, 
according to the City of Alex-

andria website.
The detention center 

houses kids from 10 to 17 
years old who have been 
placed there by order of the 
Juvenile and Domestic Re-
lations District Court or the 
Circuit Court. Those sen-
tenced typically have mul-
tiple misdemeanor or felony 
offenses and present a dan-
ger to themselves or others, 
according to the website. 

While it is based in Alex-
andria, the center is owned 
and operated by the Northern 
Virginia Juvenile Detention 
Commission, a five-member 
body composed of two repre-

Little Theatre of Alex-
andria, residents con-
cerned about impacts
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Changes to the city’s res-
idential parking permit pro-
gram are underway and both 
residents and businesses are 
concerned about what the pro-
posed changes could mean.

As part of the RPP Re-
fresh initiative, Department 
of Transportation and Envi-
ronmental Services staff have 
been working on changes to 

the RPP program over the last 
year with emphasis on posted 
parking restrictions, permit 
fees and the RPP process.

The RPP program man-
ages on-street parking for 
residents on a block-by-block 
basis and allows neighbors to 

collaboratively craft restric-
tions for their block, with 
approval from the Traffic 
and Parking Board and city 
council. Through the RPP 
program, residents can pe-
tition for new RPP districts 
and specific timing restric-
tions on their blocks.

After administering com-
munity feedback surveys in 
April to gauge residential 
interest or concern for the 
proposed changes, staff pre-
sented an initial review of 
the proposed changes to city 

code to the Traffic and Park-
ing board on Sept. 23.

The most controversial 
change, which staff has since 
removed from its list of rec-
ommended changes, would 
have eliminated the three-
hour parking option for 
non-permit holders in RPP 
districts. As of now, those 
without permits can park for 
three hours on some blocks 
before they have to move their 
car. The proposed change 
would have made all parking 
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PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The Northern Virginia Juvenile Detention Center, based near 
Landmark Mall in Alexandria's West End, serves Alexandria, 
Arlington County and the City of Falls Church. 

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Two-hour residential parking sign.
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Get started at compass.com/concierge

Maximize  
the value of  
your home.
Compass Concierge is the hassle-free 
way to sell your home faster and for a 
higher price. From painting to flooring, 
Concierge transforms your home with 
zero upfront costs and no interest.

Rules & Exclusions apply. Compass offers no guarantee or warranty of results. Subject to additional terms and conditions.

AND MORE . . .

FRESH  PA INT

STR ATEG IC  STAG ING

UPDATED  FLO OR ING
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Council will discuss vari-
ous items at its public hear-
ing on Saturday, including 
the Patrick Henry School 
swing space, The Mill restau-
rant at Robinson Landing 
and the city’s proposed leg-
islative package for the 2020 
Virginia General Assembly. 

The future of the city’s 
e-scooter pilot program,  
originally slated to be dis-
cussed at the Nov. 16 hear-
ing, has been pushed back a 
month, to the Dec. 14 public 
hearing.

One of the most signif-
icant items to go before 
council on Saturday is the 
Patrick Henry swing space. 
Earlier this year, the school 

board approved a prelim-
inary plan to use the old 
Patrick Henry School build-
ing as a swing space while 
Douglas MacArthur Ele-
mentary School is rebuilt.

The decision drew oppo-
sition from Patrick Henry 
parents, as it would delay the 
opening of new athletic fields 
at the school. The project 
now goes before city council 
members, who will consider a 
development special use per-
mit and site plan to use the 
old school building as a tem-
porary swing space for about 
three years.

Council is also slated to 
vote on legislative priorities 
and principals for the city 

for the 2020 Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly session. The 
top three  priorities this year 
are state investment in in-
frastructure; protection and 
expansion of local authority 
and funding for localities; 
and access, equity and equal-
ity, according to a city doc-
ument. If approved, the pri-
orities will inform the work 
of city staff at the General 
Assembly, which commences 
on Jan. 8. 

Saturday’s docket also 
includes special use per-
mit applications for various 
businesses. 

The Mill, a new southern 
eatery proposed for 10 Duke 
St. by Murray Bonitt of Bo-

nitt Builders, requested a 
SUP to operate a restaurant 
in a historic warehouse. The 
Mill is one of three restau-
rants slated to open in the 
Robinson Landing develop-
ment on the waterfront. Bo-
nitt recently announced he is 
partnering with James Beard 
Award-winning chef John 
Currence for the concept.  

Council will also consider 
a request by applicant Mar-
icela Noble to operate a health 
profession office called Your 
Life Energy, which will offer 
energy healing services to 

address anxiety, emotional 
stress and physical pain, as 
well as holistic skincare ser-
vices, at 705 Prince St.

In addition, council will 
consider license agreements 
with telecommunications 
companies, a waiver that 
would allow events to take 
place on consecutive week-
ends at Waterfront Park and 
more. The hearing will com-
mence at 9:30 a.m. in council 
chambers at city hall. Find 
the complete docket online 
at www.alexandriava.gov. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Council to discuss school swing space at public hearing
WEEKLY BRIEFING

Real estate technology 
company Compass celebrat-
ed the opening of its second 
Alexandria office on Nov. 6, 
according to a news release.

Vice Mayor Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Parker and members of 
the Chamber of Commerce 

were on hand for the ribbon 
cutting at Compass’ new of-
fice, located at 1004 King St. 

Compass includes mem-
bers such as The Goodhart 
Group, a real estate team 
founded by Sue and Marty 
Goodhart. Since 2018, Com-

pass has expanded its pres-
ence throughout the region. 
The company now sits at 
third in Alexandria’s overall 
market share with $320 mil-
lion in sales volume, accord-
ing to the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Compass opens second Alexandria office
The Substance Abuse Prevention  
Coalition of Alexandria thanks the  
following retailers for working with us to 
help  prevent underage drinking. During 
our recent Project Sticker Shock event, 
teams of youth and adults placed  
stickers on alcohol cases in their stores 
that warn about the penalties for adults 
who purchase alcohol for minors. 

PreventItAlexandria.org abc.virginia.gov/pss 

24 Express Food 
Store 

7-Eleven
A Plus

Abyssinia Mart 
BJ’s Wholesale Club 

Café Gallery & 
Market 

Colonial Market  
Community Market 

CVS 
Deli For the Belly Deli 

Market 
Deli, News & More 
Department of Beer 

and Wine 
El Paisa Grocery  

Food Star  
Friendly Market  

Giant Food  
Global Food   
Jano Mart 

La Feria Latina
Marina Towers  

Mercadito Ramos  
Nazret Galtna  

Safeway  
Sentinel Tiny Market 

Shoppers 
Super Store 

Tiger Market and 
Bakery 

Tsedey Abeba   
Uptown Market

PARTICIPATING RETAILERS 

CORRECTION:
The page one photo of T.C. Williams quarterback Robert Longerbeam in the Nov. 7 edition of the 
Times was labeled a courtesy photo when in fact it was taken by photographer Anna Jaeger. The 
Times regrets the error.

PHOTO/CHRIS FERENZI
From left to right: Madeline Glista, Marc Pina, Holly Beville, Jessica Richardson, MaryAshley Rhule, 
Joe Haggerty, Sue Goodhart, Allison Goodhart-DuShuttle, Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, Susie Patrick.
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Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly 
Victorian humbug, travels 
with ghostly guides through 
Christmas past, present, 
and future to find the true 
meaning of the holidays. 
A Christmas Carol is a must 
for the entire family!

www.thelittletheatre.com

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

A Christmas Carol
12/6-12/22

3-year-old Captain is rready. For anything! He has  energy, 
personality, and a wonderful smile. He’ll dazzle you with his 

manners; for Captain, a good Sit is so easy.  And when it’s time to 
chill out, the Captain is all cuddles.  

This sweet  terrier has so much love to give. Are you ready to meet the 
sweetest, smiliest pup around?  

 
www.alexandriaanimals.org 

703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

~ Play Ball?  ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

Alexandrians celebrate Elizabeth 
Anne Campagna's legacy

COURTESY PHOTO
 A celebration of life was held in honor of Elizabeth Anne Campagna, namesake and former director 
of The Campagna Center, in October. Campagna, who died in 1991, would have turned 100 this 
year. From left to right: Delia Campagna Sullivan, June Geoffray and Christopher Campagna. 

This year marks 100 years 
for the Torpedo Factory 
building and 45 years since it 
first started operating as an 
art center. To celebrate the 
two major milestones, the 
Torpedo Factory is holding 
an anniversary ball from 7 to 
10 p.m. on Saturday, accord-
ing to a news release.

Attendees can listen to the 

big band sounds of Good Shot 
Judy and watch the premiere 
of Istrico Productions’ Torpe-
do Factory documentary. The 
proceedings will be overseen 
by WAMU arts and culture 
reporter Mikaela Lefrak, ac-
cording to the release.

Some of the Torpedo Fac-
tory’s first artists will return 
to the art center for the Target 

Gallery’s “45: An Anniversary 
Exhibition.” Video projections 
by Monica Stroik, living paint-
ed sculptures by Rebecca Rose 
and roving performers will 
also be a part of the celebra-
tion, according to the release.

Tickets cost $75 per per-
son and are available at www.
torpedofactory.org/ball. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Weichert Commercial Bro-
kerage, an Alexandria-based 
real estate broker, announced 
a significant expansion in the 
DMV area, according to an 
Oct. 29 news release.

The expansion, led by 
Will Wiard, involves We-
ichert adding parts of Vir-

ginia, Maryland and D.C. to 
its commercial brokerage 
interests and is fueled by the 
rapid growth of the area’s 
commercial market, accord-
ing to the release.

“We are really excited 
about the expansion of We-
ichert Commercial’s footprint 

in Northeastern Virginia,” 
Jim Sousa, president of We-
ichert, said in the release.  
“This will be a model for fu-
ture expansions, as the com-
pany looks to dramatically 
increase its market share over 
the next several years.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Torpedo Factory celebrates  
milestones with anniversary ball

Weichert expands in DMV
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Call 703-549-3077 for more 
info on the Club and ways to 

support and get involved. 
401 N. Payne Street

The Dunbar Alexandria-Olympic Boys & 
Girls Club believes each child deserves a 

chance to overcome obstacles and  
become the best person they can be.

You can offer a safe place with caring mentors where  
a child can learn, grow and reach their full potential. 

We serve 125 kids per day and have a waiting list  
of 40. Make a lasting difference for a child.  

Please give a gift today.

Change the world this year.
Start with a child.

Visit: www.bgcgw.org/clubs/dunbar-alexandria-olympic-branch
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sentatives from Alexandria, 
two from Arlington and one 
from Falls Church. Commis-
sion members are appointed 
by the city council or coun-
ty board of their respective 
jurisdictions. The state De-
partment of Juvenile Justice 

regulates the facility.
The center itself opened 

at 200 S. Whiting St. in 1961. 
It has undergone several up-
grades since, including a full 
renovation in the ‘80s. The 
underutilized space at the 
facility, primarily due to de-
clining Juvenile incarceration 
rates across the country, is one 

of the reasons the three juris-
dictions launched the study.

“This is a facility that 
was designed at a time when 
youth incarceration was 
much higher, and for a num-
ber of reasons, which are 
positive reasons, that’s no 
longer the case,” city spokes-
man Craig Fifer said. 

The center has room for 70 
youths, but its average daily 
population ranges from 20 
to 25, landing the center at 
about 33 percent utilization, 
according to NVJDC Executive 
Director Johnitha McNair. The 
usage rate is consistent with 
other centers in Northern Vir-
ginia, McNair said.

“I don’t think this facil-
ity has had 70 beds filled … 
in the last 15 years,” McNair 
said. “Because the trend na-
tionwide … is that they’re 
moving more towards com-
munity-based approaches. If 
a child can receive services in 
the community, safely, with-
out being a threat to the pub-
lic, then that’s what the courts 
… are moving towards.” 

With the space likely larg-
er than it needs to be, fiscal 
efficiency is another facet the 

study will examine. The cen-
ter has a budget of $5.8 mil-
lion for Fiscal Year 2020, with 
revenue coming from the 
three jurisdictions, as well as 
state and federal funding. 

In addition, the center has 
an agreement with the Vir-
ginia Department of Juvenile 
Justice to house juveniles 
across the state in need of cer-
tain assessment, treatment or 
services available at the NV-
JDC. That program brings in 
about $1 million in revenue 
from the state each year. 

“That contribution 
lessens the monetary contri-
bution of the jurisdictions,” 
McNair said. “That program 
gives us an opportunity to 
bring revenue into the cen-
ter. … I think that really 
helps with the financial obli-
gation to keep a facility like 
this up and running.”

The Moss Group, an in-
dependent criminal justice 
contractor based in D.C., be-
gan the $299,000 study on 
the NVDJC in July. The group 
is expected to deliver a final 
report in January 2020. 

Once the three jurisdic-
tions and the commission 

review the Moss Group’s 
findings, potential outcomes 
include closing the facility, 
doing nothing and restruc-
turing the center. 

“The question is, is this fa-
cility still the right approach 
to incarcerating the youth 
that do need to be incarcerat-
ed, or would it be more appro-
priate to place them in anoth-
er facility or build a different 
facility or resize the facility?” 
Fifer said. “Is this the best use 
of the facility and the land, 
and is this the best service for 
the youth?” 

Members of the commis-
sion have expressed concern 
about potentially closing 
the center. The root of their 
trepidation, they said, is the 
children and the challenges 
they would face if placed in 
other facilities. 

If Alexandria juveniles 
are placed in another deten-
tion center, they will likely 
experience different pro-
gramming, treatment and 
education options than those 
offered at the NVJDC. 

“[The] Fairfax [County Ju-

This is a facility that was designed 
at a time when youth incarceration 
was much higher, and for a 

number of reasons, which are positive 
reasons, that’s no longer the case.”

– Craig Fifer, 
city spokesman

DETENTION FROM | 1

SEE DETENTION | 9
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310 

LIFE IS BETTER 
IF YOU LOVE YOUR HOME 

 
 

5569 LA VISTA DRIVE 
Beautifully maintained four bedroom 
plus three and a half bath colonial on 
quiet cul-de-sac.  Fabulous back yard 
with large deck, mature plantings, koi 
pond, plus putting green!  Priced to 
sell at $875,000. 

Donnan Chancellor Wintermute  
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 

703.608.6868  |  donnanwintermute@aol.com 
WINTERMUTEASSOCIATES.COM 

310 King Street, Alexandria VA 22314 | (703) 518-8300 

1409 KING STREET 
Circa 1910, this  three bedroom plus 
one and half bath townhome features 
pine floors, large windows plus four 
off street  parking spaces.  Only three 
blocks to King Street Metro!  Reasona-
bly priced at $885,000. 

DONNAN C. WINTERMUTE 
Named by Washingtonian 

as the 
“Face of Alexandria Real Estate” 

2018 & 2019 

THE BEST VIEW IN TOWN 
1200 NORTH NASH STREET #841 
Enjoy the breathtaking views of Washington, the monu-
ments and the Potomac River from this stunning and rarely 
available two bedroom plus two bath condominium at The 
Prospect House.  Conveniently located only blocks to the 
Rosslyn Metro and minutes to downtown Washington.  Only 
three miles and one traffic light to Amazon!  An excellent 
value at only $849,900 
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$ 1,045,000  WELLINGTON HEIGHTS Charming home on 1/2 acre 
w/ 4BR / 4FBA and luxurious addition for in-law/au-pair/owner retreat. 
A wood-burning fireplace in the living room; and LL game/rec room 
has wood stove insert. Private rear yard in-ground pool. Waynewood 
ES. Close to GW Parkway.                          Mike Lekas  703.927.9895 

$ 599,900 CARLYLE TOWERS Exquisite renovation of the largest 
model - 2BR / 2BA. All baths have been redone. Kitchen updated in 
2017 w/LG appliances, refaced cabinets, subway tile backsplash, 
quartz counters & breakfast nook. Separate DR/LR. Balcony. 1           
parking / 1 storage space. Brian Hong & Jery Beamer  703.929.5764 

$ 499,000 FAIRFAX COUNTY / 22306   Bring your tools and renovate 
or build new on this amazing 3/4 acre lot in close in location.             
Quiet established neighborhood with some new construction.                  
West Potomac High School.  Sold “as is.” 
                                                   Betsy & Bette Gorman 703.861.4825  

$ 775,000 ALEXANDRIA CITY A circa 1870 gem! Open floorplan has 
fresh paint thru-out, refinished hdwds ML, new carpet UL. Granite & 
SS appliances in kitchen fit for gourmet cook. Charming brick patio off 
kitchen in fully-fenced yard, new exterior paint, 1-2 off-street parking, 
easy to Braddock/King Metros. 3BR/2.5BA.   Kari Diehl 248.207.3985  

$ 774,900 RIVERSIDE  Gorgeous renovated 4BR / 3.5BA / 3-level 
Colonial on cul-de-sac w/ 2-car garage! Brand new gourmet eat-in 
kitchen w/ 42” Wolf cabinets, quartz, SS appliances.  Stunning bath-
room renovations w/ high-end finishes.  Cozy family room w/ fireplace 
opens to screened-in porch w/ skylight.        Brad Kintz  703.629.0103  

$ 849,000 ALEXANDRIA CITY Gorgeous home & property boasts 
3BR/3BA, fresh paint, kitchen with SS appliances, beautiful sunroom, 
intimate backyard patio perfect for entertaining & relaxing, laundry, W/
D, 2 fireplaces, fully-finished base. & garage w/built-ins. Mature trees, 
landscaping & all Old Town offers.  MaryAnn Burstein  703.850.0306  

$ 899,000 TAUXEMONT Remodeled contemporary nestled on a cozy, 
green wooded lot with great land & hardscaping.  2,800 sf approx. of 
living space that includes 4BR (2 en-suite) plus 1.5 additional baths, 
Florida room, sunroom addition, 3 decks 2 fireplaces, hardwoods                 
& more.       Heidi Kohler 703.609.7367 or Elke Kohler 703.967.7633  

$ 630,000 RED FOX FOREST  Expanded home offers fabulous 
Master w/huge walk-in closet. Remodeled gourmet kitchen with  
granite & maple cabinetry.  Sliding glass door from DR to spacious 
deck & large fenced backyard. Skylights! Fireplace in family room. 
Rec room w/bonus room for office or den. Martha Deal  703.622.6797  

 “The Giving Tree” 
         Make a holiday wish come true for needy                  
   Alexandria Families!  Since1990, the agents of L&F,              
Old Town Alexandria, have sponsored over 50 truly needy            
families in the Alexandria Public School system. The social    
workers provide each family’s Wish List, and we shop for  
                  their holiday gifts - toys, games, books, clothing     
                    & food certificates. We are asking for your     
                      help this season to guarantee   
                       a Happy Holiday for these families!                                             
                                   Please stop by our office at                       
                                                 400 King Street                                                   
                                                 with your donation or call . . .  
                                                 Janice Allen 703.509.0906 

PORTO VECCHIO #320/$369,000 Exceptional Value for 1BR/1BA 
unit w/space of newer 2 bedrooms. New Carpet, 1 garage & 1 storage 
convey. #122/$550,000 Unique & Private 2BR/2BA with access to 
large balcony from all rooms. Fresh paint, new carpet, 1 garage & xtra 
storage.         Mary Taylor 703.785.5619 & Pat Tierney 703.850.5630 

#12
2 O

PEN 

SUN. 2 
- 4 

pm  

$ 327,000 PARKSIDE at ASHBURN Beautiful gated community with 
amazing clubhouse, pool, fitness center, and on-site management. 
This 3-level / 2BR / 2BA townhome w/den and 2-car garage offers a 
white kitchen w/large island and stainless appliances.  The living room 
has a gas fireplace & deck off kitchen.  Catherine Foltz 703.626.6914  

UNDER  

CONTRACT ! 

UNDER  

CONTRACT ! 

$ 1,095,000  912 W BRADDOCK RD Classic brick Colonial that has 
been expanded to include spectacular gourmet kitchen overlooking 
backyard garden designed for year-round enjoyment.  A “wow” Master 
suite with wall of closets and vaulted ceiling. Spacious living room with 
fireplace ready for holiday gatherings!         Mary Taylor 703.785.5619  

OPEN SUN.    
     

     
     

   

2 - 
4 p

m  
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venile Detention Center] does 
not do a lot of the treatment 
and other stuff that we do. 
They’re there and your kids 
are in detention. Period. That’s 
it,” Alexandria commissioner 
Patricia Hennig said. 

McNair joined the NV-
JDC as executive director 
in 2017, and since then, has 
been working to improve the 
culture of the center. From 
emphasizing family engage-
ment to using cognitive be-
havioral therapy practices, 
McNair said her approach is 
different from those used by 
the other juvenile detention 
centers in the state. 

“I have the highest amount 
of respect for the other 23 facil-
ities in Virginia,” McNair said. 
“I know the superintendents 
and directors. We’re friends. 
We often talk about strategies 
we’re all using, [but] without 
a doubt, I know that the ap-
proach I use here is different.”

One thing that sets NVJDC 
apart is that it does not con-
fine kids to their rooms if they 
commit an infraction, which is 
legal by state standards. 

“If I have a kid that com-
mits a rule infraction in 
here, I can put that child in 

room confinement for a cer-
tain amount of time, up to 
five days if the paperwork is 
right,” McNair said. “I can 
confidently say to you that 
[we are] the only facility out 
of the 24 in the state of Vir-
ginia that does not utilize 
disciplinary room confine-
ment. … We just don’t do 
that. My kids will absolutely 
be exposed to that if they’re 
moved somewhere else.”

The average stay for a ju-
venile just detained is 16 to 
28 days, McNair said. She said 
she attempts to make each 
resident’s time at the center 
worthwhile, however long it is. 

“While we have the kids, 
we put a very strong emphasis 
on changing their behaviors, 
responding appropriately to 
conflict, especially famil-
ial conflict,” McNair said. 
“… We try to get to the root 
cause of what led these kids 
here and work with them in 
here where they’re getting 
stabilized on their meds, 
where they’re having access 
to therapy and counseling. 
We have them work every day 
on making better decisions.” 

Since the children at the 
center are school aged, most 
of them 16 or 17 years old, 
NVJDC partners with Alex-

andria City Public Schools 
to provide education. Like 
a normal middle or high 
school, the residents are in 
class from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
each day. The center’s edu-
cation program includes four 
classrooms and nine teach-
ers, according to Principal 
Dr. Victor Martin Jr., Ed.D.

“One of our goals is to 
have kids have the ability to 
graduate once they leave us,” 
Martin said. “When they ar-
rive, if they’re in World Histo-
ry I at their base school, when 
they come to us, we place 
them in World History I so 
they participate in the classes 
they would need to earn cred-
it toward graduation.” 

“We have a very high suc-
cess rate with our kids here 
being able to get their diplo-
mas or their GEDs, taking 
vocational classes and certi-
fications, which is not always 
the case in detention, but it’s 
a high focus here for us,” Mc-
Nair said.

Beyond the organized 
programming offered at the 
NVJDC, McNair said one of 
her overarching goals is fam-
ily engagement, since many of 
the residents’ legal infractions 

dentalexcellenceva.com • (703) 745-5496 
3116 Mount Vernon Ave • care@dentalexcellenceva.com

Comprehensive Exam
Digital x-ray

Oral Cancer Screening
Oral imaging 

TMJ/ Airway/ Sleep Apnea Screening
Orthodontic and Jaw Structure Screening 

Neuromuscular Functional Screening

Plus Complimentary Cleaning 
*in absence of gum disease* 

Only for $298.00 - Call now!  

Dr. Sheri Salartash
DDS, FAGD, FICOI, FAAIP 
and Certified Holistic Mouth Doctor

New Patient Special
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PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The Northern Virginia Juvenile Detention Center is located at 200 S. Whiting St.
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districts two-hour zones. 
The impact would be seis-

mic for businesses like the 
Little Theatre of Alexandria, 
one of the most prominent 
opponents of many of the 
RPP changes.

“Those three-hour zones 
are pretty important for us, 
for people that are there lon-
ger, [including] patrons in 
some cases, because all of our 
shows run over two hours, 
but also for volunteers,” Ash-
ley Amidon, LTA’s governor 
of seasonal planning, said.

With the elimination of 
three-hour zones, theater pa-
trons would have to scramble 
to move their cars during in-
termissions, Luana Bossolo, 
an LTA producer and Alexan-
dria resident, said. 

“I think particularly by 
changing from three hours 
to two hours in some of the 
surrounding areas near the 
theatre, [it] could cause un-
due stress and an inconve-
nience for elderly patrons 
and people with disabilities 
who will need to move their 
cars during the middle of a 
show,” Bossolo said.

One of the intentions be-
hind the change was to in-
crease parking enforcement 
efforts, something residents 
have requested, by making 
the RPP program more uni-
form for parking enforcement 
officers, Megan Oleynik, a 
transportation planner with 
T&ES, said. 

Despite the city’s com-
munity engagement efforts, 
Amidon and the other mem-
bers of the LTA board were 
unaware of the proposed 
changes until three days be-
fore TPB held a public hearing 
for the proposal on Oct. 28. 

“It was a little frustrating 
for us because we’ve been here 
in the city for 85 years,” Ami-
don said. “We like to think it’s 
an institution. The city has 
touted how they did this long 
outreach process, and this was 
news to literally every single 
person at the theatre.”

Amidon and about 14 oth-
er members of the LTA com-
munity attended the Oct. 28 
TPB public hearing to ex-
press their concerns about 
the changes. Seven other 
LTA volunteers sent in letters 
to the TPB as well. 

Ultimately, staff decid-

ed not to recommend the 
three-hour change when 
RPP Refresh goes before city 
council on Dec. 14, Katye 
North, Mobility Services di-
vision chief, said.

“This is good. Staff lis-
tened to our objections. We 
got in there early when we 
could, when we knew about 
them and they’ve rethought 
their position,” Yvonne Cal-
lahan, vice president of Old 
Town Civic Association, said.

A change to RPP zone re-
striction end times has also 
drawn concern from resi-
dents and businesses. Under 
current city code, the restric-
tions around non-resident 
parking in RPP districts can 
end at 5 p.m., 9 p.m., 11 p.m. 

or 2 a.m., depending on the 
needs expressed in the resi-
dent petition. 

Staff is proposing to re-
move the 9 p.m. option, as 
part of a holistic effort to 
limit the number of options 
available to residents during 
the RPP process.

“Right now, there are 
more than 30 options that 
include the days of the week 
that are included, the time 
and whether or not the re-
strictions are two hours or 
three hours for people with-
out the district permit,” Me-
gan Oleynik, a transporta-
tion planner in T&ES, said. 
“We had heard from city 
council and the Commission 
on Aging, as well as from 
some members of the com-
munity, that they would like 
to see fewer options.”

Staff is recommending all 
zones that previously ended at 
9 p.m. change to 11 p.m., which 
could also impact businesses 
in the city, Amidon said.

A lot of LTA patrons and 
Alexandria visitors plan 
their evenings out in the city 
around dinner and a show. If 
parking restrictions extend 
to 11 p.m. or even 2 a.m., 
visitors would then have to 
think about moving their car 
again, which could stop the 
consumer snowball effect of 
walking around the city.

“It’s not business friend-
ly, and for Alexandria that’s 
trying to attract businesses, 
continue to attract people 
who want to spend their eve-
nings and weekends or make 
this a tourist destination 
spot, I just think these new 

parking rules are all about 
filling the coffers of city 
hall,” Bossolo said.

North clarified that al-
though staff is recommend-
ing the removal of the 9 p.m. 
option, the city will work with 
neighborhoods to determine 
what works best for them. 

“Yes, we are recommend-
ing removing the 9 p.m. end 
times, and we are recom-
mending that RPP blocks 
with 9 p.m. end times tran-
sition to 11 p.m.,” North said 
in a statement. “However, 
we are going to contact res-
idents of impacted blocks 
via letter and let them know 
about the change, and if a 
block indicates they would 
prefer to transition to 5 p.m. 
end times, we will accommo-
date that instead.”

Other proposed RPP 
changes emphasize stream-
lining the RPP process. 

The creation of RPP dis-
tricts is currently driven by 
resident petitions. Residents 
need to get at least 50 percent 
of the residential properties 
on a block to support the cre-
ation of an RPP district on that 
block. If residents get enough 
support, staff does a parking 
occupancy survey in the area 
to ascertain whether parking is 
being used by residents. It then 
goes to the TPB and eventually 
council for approval.

T&ES is recommending 
a new staff-initiated option 
for creating RPP districts, 
which would still involve 
polling residents and getting 
a required percentage of sup-
port. North said this option 
allows staff to be more pro-
active and preempt new de-
velopment in the city.

“Basically, a parking 
problem has to exist already 
before we can create a new 
parking district,” North 
said. “So, even if we know an 
area is going to have park-
ing problems, like around a 
Metro station, we have to see 
that there’s a parking prob-
lem before we can take it fur-

SEE PARKING | 49
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PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
A three-hour residential parking sign in Old Town.
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Alexandria Film Festival
More than 1,000 cine-

philes flocked to the Charles 
Beatley Library and AMC 
Hoffman Center 22 for the 
13th annual Alexandria Film 
Festival last weekend. 

Between Friday and Sun-
day, audiences had the op-
portunity to watch more than 
50 films spanning a variety 
of genres and forms. From 
a documentary chronicling 
sexism in Hollywood to a fea-
ture film about a young wom-

an trying to ransom the body 
of James Buchanan, audienc-
es had plenty of options.

This year’s festival brought 
together local, national and 
international filmmakers with 
a record number of partici-
pants. The festival kicked off 
with a free showcase of stu-
dent films on Friday as part of 
a partnership with Northern 
Virginia Community College. 
The next two days featured 
special showcases includ-

ing the Veteran’s showcase, 
Burke and Herbert Bank Fam-
ily Showcase and a late-night, 
mature film noir showcase.

After the last films 
screened on Sunday, audienc-
es and filmmakers were ush-
ered to an awards ceremony 
where prizes were given to 
films in five categories.

“Fruits of Peace,” a doc-
umentary from Kevyn Settle 
that tracked the impact of a 
single event during the Viet-

nam War on two families, won 
the Joe Cantwell Award for 
Excellence in Documentary 
Filmmaking.

Paul Gray won the Best 
Foreign Film award for “On 
the Outside,” a dramatization 
of stories told by four Scot-
tish women in prison.

Two local filmmakers 
took home awards: Meredith 
Bragg won the Best of the 
Region Award with “Demand 
Curve,” a short film about a 

kidnapped economics pro-
fessor who tries to get in on 
the ransom, while Alexandria 
filmmaker Marc Carlini won 
the AFF Audience Award for 
his road trip film “She’s in 
Portland.”

The 2019 AFF Best of Fest 
award went to “Wake,” Cyrus 
Mirakhor’s story of a wid-
owed mortician and a life-
sized doll named Pedro.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

‘Raising Buchanan’
Quirky crime film 
brings humor, heart to 
a Coen-esque caper
 BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

President James Buchan-
an, our country’s 14th com-
mander-in-chief, is com-
monly ranked as one of the 
worst presidents in Ameri-
can history. 

His decisions in office read 
like a laundry list of the skel-
etons barely hiding in Amer-
ica’s closet. Buchanan sup-
ported the Supreme Court’s 
decision in the Dred Scott case 
that proclaimed no person 
with African ancestry could 
claim citizenship. He fought to 
bring Kansas into the Union as 
a slave state, further dividing 
factions that were already at 
each other’s throats.

To many historians, Bu-
chanan was, at best, an in-
effective statesman and, at 
worst, a stubborn, principled 
man whose actions led the 
country to a place where civil 
war was inevitable. It doesn’t 
help that he was followed by 
Abraham Lincoln, either.

Buchanan’s legacy, or 
lack thereof, is at the core of 
writer-director Bruce Dellis’ 
quirky serio-comic crime film 
“Raising Buchanan.” 

Should we be judged 

based on our worst deci-
sions? Or is our legacy, our 
character, built on the sum 
total of our actions? 

Ruth Kiesling (Amanda 
Melby), a quick to anger Ar-
izona donut shop worker and 
parolee, is starting to ask 
herself the same questions. 
Well, only after she’s already 
stolen Buchanan’s corpse 
and tried – and failed – to 
ransom it for $150,000.

Conversations with a dead 
president, gangs of vengeful 
ventriloquists and the afore-
mentioned misbegotten ran-
som plot give off an early Coen 
Brothers’ vibe. And although 
the title even evokes an early 
Coens’ classic, Dellis’ creativ-
ity and rhythm build a world 
worth spending time in. 

Whether it’s Ruth’s 
kind-hearted parole offi-

cer Phillip (Terence Ber-
nie Hines) or Errol (Steve 
Briscoe), the rakish leader of 
a ventriloquist gang, every 
side character pops the mo-
ment they appear on screen, 
as if they’ve really been liv-
ing in this slightly off-center 
version of Arizona.

It’s a testament to Dellis’ 
writing, and the deft, breezy 
work of his cast, that the 
plot and themes never spin 
out of control, except when 
they need to. 

After recruiting her friend 
Meg (a hilarious Cathy Shim) 
to help out with the ransom 
plot, Ruth’s plan almost im-
mediately starts to fall apart. 
Her ransom email, sent on 
a public library computer to 
a government employee, is 
misinterpreted as a grant ap-
plication. And as the ransom 

plummets from $150,000 to 
$40,000, Ruth begins to re-
alize no one really wants Bu-
chanan’s corpse. 

As a Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania city employee drolly 
points out, Buchanan is the 
kind of president who would 
be included in a 30-second 
montage in a multi-part, 
history spanning Ken Burns 
documentary.

“Raising Buchanan” takes 
every opportunity it can to 
remind the audience of Bu-
chanan’s failings as a presi-
dent. But as Ruth’s plan for a 
quick payday slips away, the 
uncomfortable parallels be-
tween her own life, one that 
has led her to meeting with a 
parole officer every week and 
throwing breakfast burritos 
at other drivers, and the pres-
ident’s rotting legacy force 

her to change course.
Her internal journey is ex-

ternalized through recurring 
conversations and debates 
with a projection of Buchanan 
(Rene Auberjonois). 

At first, it feels like a sty-
listic misstep, a contrivance to 
get Ruth to reflect on her mis-
deeds. It is, to a degree, but the 
more they chat and bicker, the 
more “Raising Buchanan” be-
gins to reveal its hand. 

Like a lot of things in 
“Raising Buchanan,” it works 
because of how earnestly Del-
lis and everybody involved 
commits to the bit. Melby’s 
prickly irreverence and Auber-
jonois’ stately stubbornness is 
a formula for perfect chemis-
try. Together, with charm and 
wit, they ground an otherwise 
ridiculous caper, digging be-
neath the surface to mine for 
emotional and thematic gold.

The jokes can sometimes 
feel forced, its characters occa-
sionally talk in “movie speak” 
and the budget constraints 
are most keenly felt in an aes-
thetic and cinematographic 
style more in line with televi-
sion, but “Raising Buchanan” 
shines with creativity, heart 
and a deep sympathy for the 
decisions, bad and good, we all 
make.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Amanda Melby and Steve Briscoe in 'Raising Buchanan.'



14 | NOVEMBER 14, 2019 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Embarking on an inspired transformation, 
Westminster at Lake Ridge is enhancing 
our community to reflect the very best in 
community living. See our plans for the new 
Center for Healthy Living, plus extraordinary 
new amenities throughout. Discover your 
inspiration to live life to the fullest.

Westminster at Lake Ridge—be inspired.

Westminster at Lake Ridge is a not-for-profit, CARF-accredited, 
SAGECare-certified, life plan community. 703-910-3998  //  www.wlrva.org

INDEPENDENT LIVING 

 ASSISTED LIVING 

MEMORY CARE 

LONG-TERM CARE 

SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION 

HOME CARE

BE Inspired

Alexandria Film Fest 
Movie Reviews

1

‘This Changes Everything’
Film on discrimina-
tion against women in 
Hollywood is important 
but flawed
 BY DENISE DUNBAR

One of the highlighted 
movies in this year’s Alex-
andria Film Festival, “This 
Changes Everything” makes 
a compelling case that dis-
crimination against women 
in Hollywood is systemic and 
epidemic.

The documentary pres-
ents data from thorough re-
search that is combined with 
absorbing testimonies from 
stars including Meryl Streep, 
Reese Witherspoon and Geena 
Davis. The film details the ex-
tent of discrimination in Hol-

lywood, particularly against 
women directors, as well as 
attempts to remedy the prob-
lem during the past 25 years.

Unfortunately, there are 
several serious problems 

with the film – length, ab-
sent voices, repetitiveness 
and unnecessary politiciza-
tion – that detract from its 
impact. Plus, a documenta-
ry about the plight of wom-

en directors in Hollywood 
should not have been di-
rected by a man.

The documentary explains 
that women played promi-
nent roles in the nascent days 
of filmmaking. For instance, 
Lois Weber was a silent film 
actress, screenwriter, director 
and producer whose body of 
work in quality and quantity 
has been favorably compared 
to that of D.W. Griffith from 
the same era. 

The advent of talking films 
turned movie making into a 
big business, with banks fi-
nancing large studios. Insti-
tutionalized discrimination 
from those male-run orga-
nizations quickly followed as 
women were objectified and 

excluded from positions of 
power. Often, only the names 
of male directors were on lists 
provided by studios to those 
wanting to produce a film.

“When something gets 
lucrative and important, it 
becomes a man’s job,” actor 
Alan Alda said in describing 
the exclusion of women in 
the movie industry.

By the late 1970s, a 
group of frustrated wom-
en directors decided they’d 
had enough, as attempts at 
progress through voluntary 
compliance were not work-
ing. The directors decided 
real change would only come 
with legal action.

SEE EVERYTHING | 15

COURTESY PHOTO
Actress Meryl Streep.
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As members of the Di-
rectors Guild of America, 
the women directors had 
access to that organiza-
tion’s archives, and spent a 
year combing through old 
records. They discovered 
that between 1949 and 1979, 
only half of 1 percent of all 
directing assignments had 
gone to women.

This research formed the 
basis of a lawsuit the women 
filed in 1983 against studios 
and production companies. 
The suit was thrown out by 
a female judge.

Each time it seemed a 
breakthrough event had oc-
curred that would change ev-
erything for women in Holly-
wood – such as the early ‘90s 
movies “Thelma and Louise” 
or “A League of Their Own,” 

which were both box office 
hits and empowering for 
women – the industry would 
revert to the male-dominat-
ed status quo.

When Davis, who starred 
in both movies, was watching 
children’s television in 2004 
with her kids she was struck 
by how male-centric the 
shows were, from Bert and 
Ernie to Spongebob and Pat-
rick. Davis started crunching 
numbers and found that four 
out of five narrators on chil-
dren’s shows were men.

Realizing that data was the 
magic bullet because it could 
demonstrate bias, she found-
ed the Geena Davis Institute 
on Gender in Media. Research 
done by the institute showed 
that 80.5 percent of characters 
shown in the workplace on TV 
and film were male.

“You have to instill an 

awareness,” Davis, an ex-
ecutive producer of “This 
Changes Everything,” said of 
the first steps in the process. 

Progress continued to 
inch along until director Ma-
ria Giese, with the help of 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, filed a complaint with 
the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission in 2013.

While the EEOC does not 
publicly comment on com-
plaints, Giese said during a 
Q&A at the Alexandria Film 
Festival that significant 
progress has been seen on 
many fronts since 2016, and 
she attributes that progress 
to EEOC action.

At 97 minutes, this film 
is 20 to 30 minutes too long, 
and the actresses and di-
rectors interviewed are re-
petitive. About an hour in, 
the woman sitting to the 

right of me, who I’d never 
met before, looked at her 
watch and mumbled, “It’s 
too long.” 

Also, the voices of wom-
en directors who have found 
success in recent years are 
missing. Witherspoon, who 
has become a successful pro-
ducer, is interviewed, but 
she’s not a director.

Where is Academy 
Award-winner Jodie Fos-
ter, who, after garnering 
acclaim as an actress, has 
directed four movies and 
numerous T.V. episodes? 
Where is Elizabeth Banks, 
best known for portraying 
Effie Trinket in the Hun-
ger Games franchise, who 
is also a successful direc-
tor and producer? Banks’ 
“Pitch Perfect 2” is the 
highest grossing music 
comedy of all time, raking 

in $287.5 million; it made 
$69.2 million on its opening 
weekend, which is a record 
for a first-time director, ac-
cording to Wikipedia.

Also, the film’s dig at 
President Donald Trump 
needlessly politicizes what is 
not a partisan issue. Trump 
has many well-documented 
failings, but he had noth-
ing to do with the long-term 
mistreatment of women in 
Hollywood. Likewise, the 
women’s marches that fol-
lowed Trump’s election were 
important milestones in the 
overall women’s movement, 
but this is not a documenta-
ry about the overall women’s 
movement.

Perhaps a woman director 
would have better presented 
the important information in 
“This Changes Everything.”

-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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Nancy Perkins
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SNL, T.C. Williams 
alum Casey Wilson 
honors her father in 
short film 
BY LUKE ANDERSON

Native Alexandrian Ca-
sey Wilson (“Saturday Night 
Live,” “Happy Endings”) 
makes her directorial debut  
in the short film, “Daddio,” 
which offers a comedic take 
on the real-life events that 
followed the death of Wil-
son’s mother.

At the film’s core is the 
relationship between Abby, 
played by Wilson, and her 
quirky father, Paul, played by 
Michael McKean (“This Is Spi-
nal Tap,” “Better Call Saul”). 
One year after the death of 
their beloved mother and wife, 
Abby and Paul are still strug-
gling to deal with their grief, 
which they experience in very 

different ways.
Abby is in a state of de-

pression. She shares some 
qualities with people fea-
tured on “Hoarders,” as she 
attempts to fill the void with 
a mess of objects surround-
ing her. She is sleeping in 
her closet, a small space that 
comforts her in a way that 
an empty, lonely bed cannot. 
Year-old sympathy cards are 
still propped up on a nearby 
table, and she keeps her laun-
dry in a grocery cart rather 
than a clothes hamper.

Across the country, her 
father is intent on preserving 
the events of his wife’s death 
and behaves erratically. Ev-
eryone seems to have moved 
on in their busy lives and left 
him behind in his new life 
as a widower. In an awkward 
encounter, he interrupts his 
neighbors’ breakfast to an-

nounce that he’s ready to use 
their hot tub that night, a fa-
vor they forgot they offered as 
a condolence long ago.

Later, while shouting out 
unwanted commentary at 
tennis-players, he finds a 
$20 bill. Seeing a likeness in 
himself to Andrew Jackson, 
he decides to get a perm to 
complete the look.

When Paul visits Abby in 
Hollywood, McKean and Wil-
son (pictured at right) per-
form well as an entertaining 
yet authentic father-daugh-
ter duo. Their gentle bick-
ering leads the film to its 
climax, when Abby becomes 
upset after discovering the 
extent to which her father 
has documented her moth-
er’s death.

Paul struggles to explain 

VisitAlexandriaVA.com/ShopSmall

Skip the hustle and bustle this year and shop Alexandria—the D.C. 
region’s Shop Small headquarters. Stroll Alexandria’s brick-lined  
streets filled with one-of-a-kind shops for curated gift ideas and  

warm customer service. Then duck into a cozy café filled with  
historic charm for a post-shopping treat.

Kick off the season with deals at over 40 boutiques on Black Friday  
on November 29, then on November 30 enjoy free parking at meters  
and in-store activities for Small Business Saturday. And don’t forget  

to keep shopping small throughout the holiday season!

Holiday Attire
Unique accessories,  

Jewelry and gifts.

Nov. 15th 11-6
Nov. 16th 11-5

121 South Royal St.  
Alexandria, VA 22314
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‘Daddio’

COURTESY PHOTO
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Romanticized road 
trip film is a beautiful, 
bumpy ride 
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The open road, a set of 
wheels and a dream. In the 
grand mythology of America, 
they’re the holy trinity, the 
blueprints for a modern pil-
grimage: the road trip.

As a concept, the road trip 
has been romanticized in this 
country to the point where 
it’s become a rite of passage, 
and popular culture has only 
extended the roadway.

Putting a couple of people 
in a car and setting them off 
on a long-distance journey of 
both body and mind is a prov-
en formula. 

“She’s in Portland” 
doesn’t alter that formula in 
any meaningful way, but it 
does execute on it with style. 
Director Marc Carlini brings 

vision to an otherwise rote 
story of two 30-something 
college buddies travelling 
the Pacific Coast Highway in 
search of “the one that got 
away.” Unfortunately, despite 
quality filmmaking and great 
performances across the 
board, “She’s in Portland” is 
ultimately held back by a dat-

ed, straight-faced masculin-
ity and lackluster writing for 
almost every single one of its 
many female characters.

Wes (Tommy Dewey), a 
charismatic banker facing 
down 40, feels trapped in his 
life. At first glance, it’s not 
clear why Wes is so unhappy. 
He has a cushy corporate job 
and a beautiful, caring wife 
(Minka Kelly playing Wes’ 
high school sweetheart, Sarah, 
in a thankless role) back home 
in suburbia. But Wes is suffo-
cating; he’s lost his spark and 
is looking to rediscover it.

Wes and Sarah end up at-
tending a high school reunion 
where they bump into Mag-
gie, a former classmate.  She 
asks about Luke (Francois 
Arnaud), Wes’ best friend in 
high school and college who 
moved out to L.A. and has, 
frustratingly, been ducking 
Wes’ calls. It turns out Mag-

gie is the “one who got away” 
for Luke and she’s living life 
as a painter/bartender in 
Portland. 

While Wes has been fall-
ing down the suburban rabbit 
hole, Luke has been strug-
gling to scrape by as a music 
video editor in La La Land. 
Dispirited and lonely, Luke 
is on the verge of giving up 
his dream and returning to 
Virginia to work for his dad’s 
waste management business. 

Luckily, Wes takes it upon 
himself to play matchmaker. 
He extends his business trip on 
the West Coast and convinces 
Luke to road trip with him up 
to Portland to find Maggie. 

From the start, Wes and 
Luke banter like old friends. 
They clearly admire each oth-
er’s lives: Wes wants the free-
dom he believes Luke still has, 
while Luke thinks the stabili-
ty of marriage and family is a 
defense against feeling lost.

Dewey and Arnaud have 
an easy chemistry and bounce 
off each other well. Dewey 
brings the the smooth-talking 
charm, and Arnaud brings the 
brooding, soulful edge. 

The relationship between 
Wes and Luke is Carlini’s big-
gest asset. The bond between 
these two men, who are both 
struggling to say the things 
they want and need, is the en-
gine that continues to drive 
the film forward.

“She’s in Portland” plays 
out as a series of episodic 
adventures, as Wes and Luke 
make their way from L.A. to 
Portland. They encounter 
new people, mostly women, 
who help them discover more 
about themselves and ex-
pand their views on love and 
life. They party with a pair 
of free-spirited college girls 
in SoCal, they share dinner 
with a divorcé and her friend 

and stay at a dimly lit Oregon 
hotel right out of a Lynchian 
roadside dreamscape.

Every scene remains en-
gaging, largely due to some 
awe-inspiring cinematogra-
phy and excellent work from 
the cast. Joelle Carter is a 
standout as Rebecca, a recent 
divorcé who provides some 
necessary perspective on 
Luke’s overly-practical view of 
relationships. The dinner con-
versation between Wes, Luke 
and Rebecca is the film at its 
best, as Carter muses on the 
balance between practicality 
and mythology that’s neces-
sary in every relationship.

However, with the ex-
ception of Rebecca, “She’s 
in Portland” fails its many 
female characters, making 
them into either objects of 
sexual desire or symbolic life 
lessons for the film’s male 
characters. It’s a problem that 
hounds the film throughout 
its runtime and remains a 
disappointment, especially 
considering the talented cast.

Carlini had a clear vision 
with “She’s in Portland.” His 
skill as a director and cinema-
tographer are clear: Carlini ef-
fectively captures the majesty 
of the Pacific Coast Highway 
and draws some great perfor-
mances out of his actors. 

But that vision, inspired 
by some of Carlini’s own per-
sonal experiences and con-
structed around an unflinch-
ing masculine perspective, is 
also problematic. An other-
wise enjoyable ride is often 
marred by writing that fails 
to give its female characters 
the same amount of inner life 
as its two male leads. 

“She’s in Portland” is like 
a poorly planned road trip: 
The views are gorgeous, but 
it’s a real bumpy ride.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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‘The Spy Behind Home Plate’
Documentary details 
the life of baseball 
star, U.S. spy Moe Berg 
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Moe Berg was a brilliant 
man, and Aviva Kempner is 
an amazing filmmaker. So 
it’s unsurprising that Kemp-
ner’s movie about Berg’s life 
resulted in an excellent doc-
umentary, “The Spy Behind 
Home Plate.”

Berg is best known as a 
light-hitting, good-fielding 
Jewish major league catch-
er in the 1920s and ‘30s, an 
era when there weren’t many 
Jewish big leaguers. But he 
was so much more.

The son of Ukrainian im-
migrants, Berg excelled in 
the classroom and on the 
ballfield from a young age. 
He graduated from Prince-
ton, where he caught the eye 
of both the New York Giants 
and Brooklyn Dodgers, who 
thought his heritage had the 

potential to draw fans from 
New York’s large Jewish com-
munity into their stadiums.

Berg signed with the Dodg-
ers, where he played in 1923, 
before moving to the Ameri-
can League for the remainder 
of his baseball career. He spent 
three years with the Wash-
ington Senators from 1932 to 
1934 and retired in 1939. An 
excellent defender and medio-
cre hitter, Berg had a lifetime 
batting average of .243, with 
six home runs and 206 career 
runs batted in.

In winters during his 
baseball career, Berg attend-
ed and graduated from law 
school, an extraordinary feat 
for a player then or now. He 
also traveled extensively in 
the off-season and reported-
ly knew 12 languages. Berg, a 
ladies’ man who never mar-
ried, was once referred to 
as “"the strangest man ever 
to play baseball," by legend-
ary manager Casey Stengel, 

according to the Society for 
American Baseball Research.

Berg traveled to Japan 
twice on goodwill missions 
in the 1930s – teaching 
himself Japanese en route 
on the ocean liner. He was 
part of a U.S. all-star team 
studded with future Hall-
of-Famers like Babe Ruth, 
Lefty Gomez, Lou Gehrig 
and Jimmie Foxx. Berg was 
no all-star, but by then it 
appears he was a spy.

Kempner’s film details an 
outrageous ruse Berg pulled 
off in Tokyo that enabled him 
to shoot panoramic footage 
of the city center from the 
roof of a hospital. That foot-
age was later used by U.S. pi-
lots in bombing raids during 
World War II.

Berg joined the Office of 
Strategic Services – precur-
sor to today’s Central Intel-
ligence Agency – and was 
assigned to the Manhattan 
Project, the U.S. attempt to 

build an atomic bomb be-
fore Germany and Japan. He 
slipped into Italy and Ger-
many and located several 
prominent physicists who 
were brought to the U.S. to 
help with research. He also 
narrowly escaped death af-
ter aborting a murder/suicide 
mission that involved Ger-
many’s leading physicist.

The real treasure of this 
film is all of the footage Kemp-
ner and film editor Barbara 
Ballow dug up: of Moe Berg’s 
brother Sam, of men who had 
played with Berg and audio 
recordings of Babe Ruth’s 
daughter Julia. These voices, 
and interviews with former 
baseball commissioner Bud 
Selig and White Sox owner 

Jerry Reinsdorf, give the film a 
rare authenticity and richness.

In the Q&A after the 
screening, conducted by for-
mer Mayor Allison Silber-
berg, who holds an MFA in 
playwriting, Ballow said they 
found footage in a number 
of places, including from a 
never-completed earlier film 
project on Berg.

A good documentary is 
like the best investigative 
journalism: a topic is chosen, 
exhaustively researched and 
presented clearly and fairly. 
“Spy” excels on all fronts.

If you love baseball or spy 
stories or tales about Amer-
ican heroes, check out “The 
Spy Behind Home Plate.”

-ddunbar@alextimes.com 
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‘White Right: Meeting the Enemy’
Muslim filmmaker at-
tempts to understand 
white supremacists 
BY LUKE ANDERSON

In her 2017 documentary, 
“White Right: Meeting the 
Enemy,” Muslim filmmaker 
Deeyah Khan works her way 
under the skin of white su-
premacists and possibly al-
ters a few perspectives along 
the way.

In the film, Khan meets 
with and follows several “alt-
right” white nationalists and 
neo-Nazis to attempt to un-
derstand their hate and what 
makes them tick. She was 

prompted to make the film 
after receiving hate mail and 
death threats in response to 
her statements in a 2016 in-
terview with BBC about living 
in a multicultural society.

The white supremacists 
Khan meets often say or do 
things that are alarming but 
not necessarily surprising. 
After all, racism is not a new 
phenomenon. However, white 
supremacists have found a 
new energy and boldness in 
recent years, evident in their 
willingness to show their fac-
es and identities on camera. 
Both Khan and the men she 
meets attribute this to the 

election of President Donald 
Trump.

Journalist and filmmaker 
Jackson Landers (“Charlot-
tesville: Our Streets”) stated 
in a discussion after the film 
that some of the men publicly 
identified as white national-
ists at the Unite the Right ral-
ly in 2017 have faced serious 
consequences, such as being 
fired from their jobs or dis-
owned by their families.

In the film, Khan sits 
down with Richard Spencer, a 
prominent and wealthy white 
nationalist, as he drinks whis-
key with his “followers” in his 
apartment, situated above a 

chocolate shop on King Street 
in Old Town. With an arro-
gant yet chilling smile, he 
tells Khan that “elites” like 
him are the ones with power, 
the ones who write history.

“We did it, we took it,” 
Spencer says. “We took it 
with force, we won. We took 
the entire continent. That’s 
what matters.”

Soon after, Khan films 
Spencer returning home to 
a group of people outside his 
apartment holding candles in 
a vigil for Heather Heyer, who 
was brutally killed at the ral-
ly in Charlottesville. Spencer 
taunts them and calls them 

pathetic; they respond peace-
fully by joining in song.

Though it was not men-
tioned in the film, Spencer 
reportedly vacated his Alex-
andria apartment in 2018, 
presumably due to the fre-
quent protests just outside his 
door. As it happened, this was 
one fight Spencer did not win.

At one point in the film, 
Khan reads several of her in-
terviewees graphic threats 
she received after the BBC in-
terview and asks, “Would you 
condemn it?” 

As she builds relationships 

SEE WHITE RIGHT | 49
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On World Opera Day, 
Oct. 25, Immanuel Lutheran 
School hosted the Virginia 
Opera Company, which per-
formed “Goldie B. Locks and 
the Three Singing Bears,” a 
"Goldie Locks" adaptation 
by John Davies, who also 
wrote the text, with music 
by Mozart and Offenbach.

In this adaptation, 
Goldie Locks gets lost be-
cause she is looking for 
bugs in the forest. As a part 
of the performance, ILS 
students learned a fun and 
simple song called "We Are 
Bugs," which they then per-
formed along with the opera 
company during the show.

"We have enjoyed a won-

derful partnership with the 
Virginia Opera Company for 
several years and love shar-
ing their performances with 
our students as one of our 
on-site field trip opportuni-
ties to further enhance our 
music program and intro-
duce our students to the joy 
of opera," ILS music teacher 
Marie Greenway said. 

Built on the legacy of Na-
tional Opera Week, World 
Opera Day allows the opera 
industry and enthusiasts 
to promote and share how 
local opera companies are 
engaging in the communi-
ty and using the art form 
to contribute to society in 
meaningful ways. 

ACT for Alexandria is your
community foundation.

We are a resource builder, grantmaker,  
and civic leader. We empower donors by 
connecting them with causes they care 

about. And through your support we 
invest in local nonprofi ts to help them 

innovate, grow, and address critical needs 
in our community.

www.actforalexandria.org

JOIN US IN  
2020 AS WE...

• Continue to promote a more racially just & equitable Alexandria

• Celebrate the 10-year anniversary of Spring2ACTion, Alexandria’s Giving Day

• Provide resources that support critical nonprofi ts in Alexandria

ACT IMPACT SNAPSHOT RACIAL EQUITY
AWARENESS

As Alexandria’s community foundation, the 
vision of a vibrant community is core to 
our work. To move this vision forward, we  
launched our Racial Equity Capacity Building  
Initiative in 2019.

More than 200 people have joined us in 
conversations and trainings that raise  
awareness of racial inequities and help build 
a network of allies to address them in their  
workplaces, communities and neighborhoods.

“There’s something at play regarding race 
that can’t be explained by simple poverty 

or socio-economic status. I appreciate ACT 
using its position as a trusted community 

resource to help all of us think about 
[racial equity in Alexandria].”

-SHANNON STEENE, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF CARPENTER’S SHELTER

ADVOCATE FOR ALL
ACT, the City of Alexandria & 

generous donors gave

$60,000
to 8 nonprofi ts serving residents 

aff ected by the government 
shutdown.

“I can’t think of an  
organization that’s had a more 

profound eff ect on the City 
of Alexandria’s philanthropic 

community.”

- KARI GALLOWAY, EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR, FRIENDS OF 

GUEST  HOUSE

GRANTMAKER
Since 2005, $1M+ has been 

awarded in

capacity 
building grants

to Alexandria nonprofi ts.

CIVIC LEADER
Through Spring2ACTion 2019,

9,812 people donated

$2.08M to 162 nonprofi ts.

RESOURCE BUILDER
Since 2004, ACT donor advised 

fund holders have given more than

$12.2M.

SCHOOLS

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Immanuel Lutheran School welcomes Virginia Opera Company

COURTESY PHOTO
ILS students watch a Virginia Opera Company performance of "Goldie B. Locks and the Three Singing 
Bears.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  NOVEMBER 14, 2019 | 21 

The Metropolitan School 
of the Arts holiday perfor-
mances are set to kick off 
with free Broadway-style 
Santa Spectacular communi-
ty shows this month.  

The Santa Spectacular is a 
free 25-minute show featur-
ing Santa, Frosty, Rudolph and 
friends, formerly known as 
Santa's Frosty Follies. With an 
updated name and brand-new 
number called “Peppermint 
Stick Parade,” this holiday tra-
dition continues as a festive 
performance for all ages.

The Santa Spectacular 
performances will take place 
at the Market Square tree 
lighting on Nov. 23 at 6 p.m.; 
at National Harbor on Nov. 
30 at 11:30 a.m.; at Spring-
field Town Center on Dec. 20 
at 6:30 p.m.; and at Kings-
towne Towne Center on Dec. 
22 at noon. and 1 p.m. 

In addition, Metropolitan 
School of the Arts’ Nutcracker 
brings to life the gift of imag-
ination with Clara and her 
Nutcracker in a magical jour-
ney from her Victorian home 

through the Land of Snow 
and into the Land of Sweets, 
with dazzling dancing, a larg-
er-than-life Christmas tree, 
more than 100 dancers and 
Tchaikovsky’s score.

The Nutcracker Ballet 
returns to the Richard J. 
Ernst Community Cultur-
al Center in Annandale on 
Dec. 7 and 8, with shows at 
noon and 5 p.m. both days. 
Nutcracker ticket costs are 
from $26 to $28. Visit www.
metropolitanarts.org to 
purchase tickets.

1 9 / 2 0 

Season

Adult: $20-$85 Student: $10 Youth: $5
(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

Autumn Cello 
& Dvořák

SAturdAy, 
Nov 16, 2019 ∙ 8 p.m.

SundAy,   
Nov 17, 2019 ∙ 3 p.m.

The ASO welcomes the 
changing of the seasons with 
Elgar’s Cello Concerto in E 
minor with cellist Wolfgang 
Schmidt and  Dvořák’s Eighth 
Symphony under the direction 
of Maestro James Ross.

SCHOOLS

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Metropolitan School of the Arts to 
perform holiday events 

PHOTO/LAURA MANN
The Santa Spectacular is a 25-minute, Broadway-style performance.

The Upper School Stage 
One Players at St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes School pre-
sented three performances 
of “As You Like It” by Wil-
liam Shakespeare on Nov. 1, 
8 and 9.

In “As You Like It,” witty 
words and romance play out 
against the disputes of di-
vided pairs of sisters. Flee-

ing persecution disguised 
as a shepherd boy, Rosalind 
and her cousin escape into 
the Forest of Arden. There 
she meets her love, Orlan-
do, and forms a friendship 
with him. When she reveals 
herself, several weddings 
occur. The play contains 
many of Shakespeare’s most 
famous lines. 

SSSAS Upper School presents ‘As You Like It’

COURTESY PHOTO
The Upper School Stage One Players at St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School perform William Shake-
speare’s “As You Like It.”
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On Dec. 7 and 8, Bishop 
Ireton will host HackBI III, 
one of the area’s only hack-
athons for students in middle 
school and high school. 

HackBI III, which is entirely 
student run from planning to 
execution, is set to be the larg-

est one yet. Middle school and 
high school students of every 
level of experience come to-
gether for 24 hours – 12 hours 
for middle school students – 
to use their coding skills and 
computer science knowledge 
to create programs to solve 

real world problems. 
This year’s theme will 

be announced at the start of 
HackBI III.

The event is free and food 
is provided. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit 
https://hackbi.org.

PHOTO/GABY GARCIA FOR BISHOP IRETON HIGH SCHOOL
Ana Roldan and Sarah Fleming work on their projects at HackBI II last year.

SCHOOLS

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Are you interested in learning about 
independent school options in Alexandria?

THURSDAY
November 21

O L D  T O W N 
A L E X A N D R I A

7 P M  U N T I L  9 P M

This November, six Alexandria 
independent schools will gather in one place 

to answer all of your questions and provide you 
with the information you need to ensure your 

child is learning in the best possible 
environment for him/her.

When: Thursday, November 21, 2019 | 7-9 p.m.
Where: ALX Community

106 North Lee Street, Alexandria, VA
For more information and/or to confirm your 

attendance: maryashleyrealestate.com/events

Sponsored by:

At Browne Academy, 
Danielle Gerber’s seventh 
grade English students re-
cently read Shakespeare’s “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 

A number of seventh 
graders and their families 
met Gerber to attend the 
American Shakespeare Cen-
ter’s production of the play. 

As a special treat, Browne 

students were able to sit on 
the stage where they could 
interact with the perform-
ers. Actors from the compa-
ny then hosted a workshop 
for the entire seventh grade 
at Browne where students 
learned more about the per-
formance of Shakespeare’s 
plays and techniques on how 
to bring the characters to life.

Hackathon returns to Bishop Ireton in December

Browne Academy students 
study Shakespeare

COURTESY PHOTO
Browne Academy students participate in a workshop hosted by 
actors from the American Shakespeare Center. 
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Alexandria City Public 
Schools offers K-5 Spanish-En-
glish dual language programs 
at John Adams and Mount Ver-
non Community School. 

The John Adams program 
has been running for 27 years. 
Unlike the Mount Vernon pro-
gram, in which every student 
participates, the John Adams 
program is optional.

Currently, about 40 per-
cent of the student popula-
tion is enrolled, according to 
principal Ginja Canton.

Even students who live 
outside the attendance 
zone can apply to transfer 
into the school’s program if 
space permits.

“I consider our dual lan-
guage program to be one of 
the best kept secrets in Al-
exandria,” Canton said. “It 
is often the case that people 
first learn about it through 
word of mouth.”

Administrators aim for 
a 50/50 split of native En-
glish and Spanish speakers 
in the dual language classes. 
But increasingly, there are 
children for whom Spanish 
or English is a third or even 
fourth language.

For Hispanic families, the 
syllabus ensures that cul-
ture and literacy in their na-
tive language is part of their 
child’s education.

And as challenging as 
learning a new language is, the 
school has seen no evidence 
to suggest that the children 

lag behind their peers in the 
general education population. 
They follow the same curric-
ulum and are subjected to the 

same standardized tests.
“I have a student who 

came here from El Salvador 
one month ago with no En-
glish. Already she is able to 
participate in class,” fourth 
grade teacher Ricardo Perez 
said. “And we create an en-
vironment where we aren’t 
afraid to speak up. It is about 
creating a mindset that we 
can learn. My class motto is 
we are in the right place to 
make mistakes.”

The mission of the ACPS 
dual language program is to 
provide an enriched bilin-
gual, biliterate and culturally 
competent educational expe-
rience for all.

SCHOOLS

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Alexandria Country Day 
School provides a personalized 
experience for children, which 
leads to superior preparation 
for continuing academic and 
personal success. Students 
are challenged by the school’s 
curriculum, which uses lead-
ing methodologies, effective 
assessment and thoughtfully 
integrated technology. High-

ly trained and engaging fac-
ulty take a student-centered 
approach to instruction and 
spark enthusiasm for learn-
ing. An emphasis on speaking, 
writing and multimedia com-
munication skills across all 
areas of the curriculum better 
prepares students for school, 
work and life.  

The school’s approach to 

instruction encourages re-
flection, self-awareness, and 
critical thinking — skills 
that are essential to current 
and future academic success. 
ACDS’ attention to balance 
and social-emotional learn-
ing help its students become 
kind, empathetic and commu-
nity-minded individuals who 
work effectively with others 

and engage in respectful dis-
course. ACDS graduates are 
generous, kind, thoughtful, 
articulate and confident indi-
viduals. They are successful at 
highly regarded independent 
day and boarding high schools, 
and in public school STEM, 
honors and IB programs.

This is advertorial content.

Alexandria Country Day School

PHOTOS/ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
Left: ACDS sixth graders build SeaPerch Remotely Operated Vehicles in science class.    
Right: A kindergarten student shares a story he wrote with a first grader.

School name: Alexandria 

Country Day School

Address: 2400 Russell Road.

Year founded: 1983

Grades: Kindergarten 

through 8th grade

Number of students: 185

Mission: Challenge students 

intellectually; inspire their 

confidence, curiosity and 

creativity; and prepare them 

to thrive in a diverse and 

complex world by ensuring that 

they are independent learners, 

effective communicators, 

community minded citizens, 

and balanced individuals.

Upcoming open house dates: 

Nov. 14, Dec. 10, Jan. 9

Website: acdsnet.org

Contact: Liz Hendrickson 

at 703-837-1303 or 

lhendrickson@acdsnet.org 

AT A GLANCE

School Profile

ACPS’ dual language program bridges cultural gaps

COURTESY PHOTO
A student participates in ACPS’ dual language program. 
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Open House on Sunday, December 8, 2-4 p.m. 
3700 Burgundy Road,Alexandria, VA 22303

burgundyfarm.org | Admission: 703.349.6968 For more information please call 703.548.1888 ext.32 www.saintrita-school.org

Preschool – 8th grade
Open House

 Wednesday, November 
20th at 10:00 pm.

Please join us for our first open house  
Of the year in the school hall  

Presentation by Principal, Mrs. Manaker, followed by School Tours

Burgundy Farm Country 
Day School's annual Fall Fair 
was a big hit with students, 
parents and neighbors alike. 

The festive day included 
cake walks and comic making, 
games and zombie runs, barn-
yard tours, live performances, 
delicious food and much more. 

The best part of all was that 
the community raised more 
than $10,000 for financial aid.

Grace Episcopal third grade 
students had a lesson in both 
sandwich making and giving 
when they made 33 sandwich-
es as part of Meade Memorial 
Episcopal Church’s Brown Bag 
Lunch Program. 

Meade Memorial distrib-
utes brown bag lunches every 
weekday to the homeless and 
working poor. The students 
made sure each sandwich 
was made with love and care, 
measuring out the ingredients 
so that everyone received a 
wholesome lunch. 

A key teaching moment 
outside of the classroom, this 
life lesson ensured that Grace 
Episcopal School students 
embody the school’s mission, 
which promotes academic ex-
cellence and service to others.

Burgundy’s Fall Fair raises more than $10,000

Giving back at Grace Episcopal School

PHOTO/CHELSEA NICOLE ART AND DESIGN
Two Fall Fair attendees with their faces painted.

COURTESY PHOTO
A Grace Episcopal third grader prepares a sandwich for Meade 
Memorial Episcopal Church’s Brown Bag Lunch Program.
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GIRLS' VOLLEYBALL FINAL  
REGULAR SREASON RECORDS

School Record
Bishop Ireton 18-10

Episcopal 13-10
SSSAS 7-12-1

T.C. Williams 12-11

Nov. 5
Episcopal L 3-0 @ Bishop O’Connell (VISAA Quarterfinals)

Nov. 7
T.C. Williams L 3-1 vs. Lake Braddock

Nov. 8
B.I. L 3-0 @ Flint Hill School (VISAA Semifinals)

Nov. 9
Episcopal W 20-16 vs. Woodberry Forest  

(Hummel Bowl)
Nov. 15

T.C. Williams’ first playoff game  
vs. West Springfield

The Alexandria Times sports roundup includes records and 
game results for the prior week in two sports per season for 
Alexandria’s four local high schools: Bishop Ireton, Episcopal, 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes and T.C. Williams. Records will be 
presented alphabetically, while results will be listed by date.

This fall, the sports included are boys’ football and girls’ 
volleyball. We will also be running photos with captions from 
games and encourage readers to send timely photos for sub-
mission to mschrott@alextimes.com. We will also continue 
covering games from various sports, as well as running sports 
features about Alexandria athletes.

ALEXANDRIA  
SPORTS ROUNDUP

Scores this week:

Scores this week:

BOYS’ FOOTBALL FINAL  
REGULAR SEASON RECORDS

School Record
Bishop Ireton 3-6

Episcopal 5-4
SSSAS 5-5

T.C. Williams 7-3

SPORTSSCHOOLS

Out of the classroom 
Education section

For students struggling in traditional schools, Fusion 
Academy’s personalized one-to-one approach to 
education provides a life-changing middle and high 
school experience for grades 6-12.

With full-time, part-time, and tutoring/mentoring available 
year-round with rolling enrollment, Fusion customizes your 
child’s schedule and sets them up for academic, social, and 
emotional success toward graduation.

• Full-Time and Part-Time
• Tutoring/Mentoring
• Enrichment Programs
• Customized Scheduling
• One-to-One Classrooms

Schedule a visit to our campus and discover if 
Fusion Academy is right for your child.

Fusion Alexandria
FusionAlexandria.com

703.535.3130

Personalized 
One-to-One 
Education

There was a flurry of ac-
tivity around the Chinqua-
pin Park pool on Nov. 8 as 
the Alexandria Country Day 
School sixth graders tested 
the SeaPerch remotely op-
erated vehicles they built in 
science class.  After learning 
about pollution in the ocean 
and how ROVs are being 
used to help clean them up, 
students were challenged to 
design and build an ROV that 
would collect trash floating 
on the water’s surface and 
successfully navigate an un-
derwater obstacle course.  

As with many first-time 
trials, the students quickly 
discovered that there were 
several pool-side adjust-
ments that needed to be 
made to optimize their ve-
hicle’s performance. Having 

spent the prior two weeks 
building the SeaPerch ROVs 
from scratch, which included 
soldering wires into the con-
trol box and building the mo-
tors, the sixth graders knew 

what to do and were able to 
quickly make adjustments so 
their ROVs could successfully 
complete the challenges. 

ACDS students build 
these SeaPerch ROVs each 
year as part of the sixth-
grade science curriculum. 
The students begin with 
an introduction to Design 
Thinking and build proto-
types of their ROVs. While 
building the SeaPerch, they 
learn about buoyancy, sol-
dering, electronics and oth-
er engineering principles 
associated with aquatic ves-
sels. Throughout the entire 
project, their teacher, Ali-
son McDonald, emphasized 
the importance of good 
communication, collabora-
tion, critical thinking and 
perseverance. 

ACDS sixth graders build SeaPerch 
remotely operated vehicles

COURTESY PHOTO
Students work on their  
SeaPerch remotely operated 
vehicles. 
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Words have value, especially when they’re used to make a promise. But the most important  
thing about a promise is the action you take afterward. At Dominion Energy, we believe in taking 

action – to deliver on our promise to help people, communities and the environment.    

Turning promises into reality is what defines us. That’s why we’re proud to invest 
in what we believe in, and what’s important to you. 

Actions

Speak
Louder

Since 2015, we’ve increased our solar panels in Virginia to over 2.9 million. We now own the 
4th largest utility solar portfolio in America.

We’re developing the largest offshore wind project in the U.S., which will produce enough 
energy to power 650,000 homes by 2026.

We promised to help out neighbors in need with our EnergyShare® program, assisting 
individuals and their families with bill payment and energy saving upgrades. As of today, the 

program has helped more than 850,000 people.  

And to help residential customers, we’ve kept our prices 9%* below the national average.

Solar

Wind

Community

Lower Prices

*Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, as of 9/24/2019
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Flavor
PORT CITY

In good spirits

BY TOM GALE

It takes finesse and expertise to 
acquire rare, exclusive liquor in an 

alcoholic beverage control state

PHOTO/ TIM YANTZ AT EMBERLENS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Mark Twain once said, “Too much of anything is bad, but too much good 
whiskey is barely enough.” 

How true this statement is for bourbon aficionados. Of all the spirits 
that exist in today’s world, I must admit that bourbon is my favorite, and I 
have a feeling that I’m not alone.  

Bourbon has made a strong comeback in recent years and demand for it does 
not seem to be slowing down anytime soon. In fact, many distilleries through-
out the nation are investing heavily in the future of the spirit. The Buffalo 
Trace Distillery of Frankfort, Kentucky recently announced it is investing $1.2 
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billion over the next 10 years 
in facilities and rickhouses for 
the sole purpose of crafting 
and aging this fine product. I 
think it’s safe to say bourbon 
is here to stay.

At Virtue Feed & Grain 
in Old Town, we take pride 
in our selection of spirits. 
As do most of our fellow 

restaurants and bars in the 
area, we have everything 
from absinthe to Zacapa 
rum, along with a variety 
of different types of gin, 
vodka, tequila and Irish and 
Scottish whisky – both with 
and without the “e.” We 
even stock some handcraft-
ed spirits from the good old 
Commonwealth of Virginia.

But of all the spirits 
Virtue offers, we are most 
proud of our bourbon selec-
tion. Not only do we have 
bourbon, we have some of 
the most difficult to acquire 
here in Virginia. Allow me 
to explain.  

The Commonwealth of 
Virginia is what is referred 
to in the industry as an al-
coholic beverage control 
state. This means that the 
state is the owner and oper-
ator of the business of sell-
ing spirits for consumption 
to the public.  

Distilleries, for the most 
part, deal directly with the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Authority of Virginia. Both 
private individuals over the 

age of 21 years and licens-
ees – persons who operate 
restaurants, bars, etc. – must 
make their purchases of al-
coholic beverages from ABC. 
I affectionately refer to this 
as a “blurse,” a blessing and 
a curse.  

The state does a great 
job of displaying and sell-

ing, at a fair price, the items 
they have, and they operate 
a number of conveniently 
located stores throughout 
the state that are open sev-
en days a week. The staff is 
friendly and accommodat-
ing, and they also offer on-
line ordering for most items. 
They must be doing some-

thing right, because their 
sales were close to $1 billion 
last year. That’s a lot of reve-
nue for the state. 

That’s the blessing. As for 
the curse, certain limited pro-
ductions and highly requested 
items of the bourbon variety 

PORT CITY FLAVOR

PHOTO/ TIM YANTZ AT EMBERLENS PHOTOGRAPHY

PHOTO/TIM YANTZ AT EMBERLENS PHOTOGRAPHY
Top: Tom Gale, director of operations and bourbon ambassador at Virtue Feed & Grain.
Bottom: Blanton’s Single Barrel Bourbon can only be purchased in person, not online, at an ABC store. 
It is limited to one bottle per person per visit, and that is only when it’s available.

ten 
. thousand 

v1   11 ages,. 

915 King St, Alexandria

Enhance your holiday table 
with napkins, tablecloths, 

napkin rings and more.

703-684-1435

SPIRITS FROM | 27
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are not easy to obtain. 
For example, Blanton’s 

Single Barrel Bourbon can 
only be purchased in per-
son, not online, at an ABC 
store. It is limited to one 
bottle per person per visit, 
and that is only when it’s 
available. Others, such as E. 
H. Taylor Small Batch and 
Single Barrel, Old Weller 
and Angel’s Envy Port Bar-
rel Finished Bourbon, fall 
under the same rule. 

Beyond those, there are 
even more extremely limit-
ed availability items, so lim-
ited, in fact, that the state 
distributes them by lottery. 
The winners are not given 
the product, but rather the 
opportunity to purchase 
the item within a specific 
time frame. The amounts 
available can be anywhere 
from a couple hundred bot-
tles to 12 or fewer.

Just because something 

PORT CITY FLAVOR

PHOTO/ TIM YANTZ AT EMBERLENS PHOTOGRAPHY
Virtue’s bourbon pecan pie is made from scratch with a touch of 
fine bourbon. Many enjoy this treat along with a cup of artisanal 
coffee and a splash of bourbon cream.

Let Live Oak Restaurant cater your holiday 
lunch/dinner.  We offer onsite as well as 

offsite catering.  For more information and 
to view our catering menu visit our web-

site, www.liveoakdelray.com or email us at 
info@liveoakdelray.com.

SPIRITS FROM | 28
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But of all the spirits Virtue offers, 
we are most proud of our bourbon 
selection. Not only do we have 

bourbon, we have some of the most 
difficult to acquire here in Virginia.”

– Tom Gale

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

Decembr 26
End of Year

Novermber 28 – December 5
Gift Guide
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PORT CITY FLAVOR

Save the Date: 
Union Square's Scottish Walk

Please join us for a vibrant, inspirational 
holiday experience on December 7!

This unique venue was once the site of the Concordia Hotel in 
the 1880s and provides stunning light filled space for your special 

event or meeting and boutique overnight accommodations. 

Union
SqUare

§
§ §

204 South Royal Street 
Historic Old Town

Alexandria, VA

ALEXANDRIA’S NEWEST AND MOST ELEGANT  
HOLIDAY EVENT SPACE IN THE HEART OF  

OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA.

Look for us online at Visit Alexandria & Wedding Wire!
571.263.9805  |  unionsquarealexandria@gmail.com

British and American Fare
Breakfast, lunch  
and weekend brunch

Customers love  
our British breakfast,  
pancakes, coffee,  
and latte

Only 7 blocks from King St.  
& one block from the river.

822 N. Fairfax St.  |  703-706-5886
www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com

is difficult does not mean it 
is impossible. At Virtue, we 
are diligent and determined 
in our efforts to acquire the 
very best selection of bour-

bon. We work closely with our 
local ABC stores and travel to 
various ABC stores through-
out the state in order to have 
the products our guests re-
quest available. Quite literal-
ly, we go the extra mile. 

And bourbon is not ex-
clusive to cocktails; we also 
place this fine spirit in one of 
our most requested desserts, 
Virtue’s bourbon pecan pie. 
We make the pie from scratch 
with a touch of fine bourbon, 

always under the supervision 
of Executive Chef Aldo Avilez. 
A true southern delight for 
any occasion, many enjoy this 
treat along with a cup of our 
artisanal coffee, maybe with a 
touch of our bourbon cream, 
after a wonderful meal.

I’ll drink to that. Happy 

holidays from all of us here at 
Virtue Feed & Grain.

Tom Gale is director of 
operations and bourbon 

ambassador at Virtue 
Feed & Grain. He invites 
anyone to stop by Virtue 

to discuss good spirits.  

PHOTO/ TIM YANTZ AT EMBERLENS PHOTOGRAPHY
Tom Gale toasts with a glass of Angel's Envy, a spirit rooted in 200 
years of bourbon heritage.

SPIRITS FROM | 29
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SPICE KRAFT

Open for lunch...Enjoy 
our delicious Curry Bowls

Vegetarian | Vegan | Gluten free options

SERVING BEER AND WINE
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

2607 Mt Vernon Ave 
Alexandria, VA 22307

703-836-6363
spicekraftdelray.com

Indian Bistro

Pendleton Carry Out Co., 
a food incubator that serves 
as a test market for brands 
that want to expand in Vir-
ginia, has added two more 
emerging culinary concepts 
to its lineup: Freed’s Biscuit 
Company and 100 Bowls, ac-
cording to a news release.

Freed’s Biscuit Compa-
ny, previously only available 
at the Warrenton Farmers 
Market, joined Pendleton 
Carry Out Co. on Oct. 18. Its 
menu includes classic but-
termilk biscuits with maple 
butter, jalapeno cheddar bis-
cuits and biscuit sandwiches. 
Freed’s biscuits will be avail-
able Friday to Sunday from 8 
a.m. to noon.

Herndon-based soup 
restaurant, 100 Bowls, has also 
joined Pendleton and will offer 
soups made from scratch. Its 
menu includes gluten free and 
dairy free options, according 
to the release.

The new concepts join 

Pendleton staples LaoBan 
Dumblings and Sliced Pizza.

Pendleton Carry Out Co. 
is located at 807 Pendleton St. 
and is open Monday through 
Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Thursday from 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. and Friday through 
Sunday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. It is 
currently closed for equipment 
and cosmetic upgrades but will 
reopen in the coming weeks, 
according to the company’s 
Facebook page.  

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Local food incubator adds Freed’s  
Biscuit Company and 100 Bowls

PORT CITY FLAVOR: Business Bites

After three years of 
business, Hank’s Pasta Bar 
closed at the end of Sep-
tember, but chef and owner 
Jamie Leeds plans to reopen 
the restaurant as Hank & 
Mitzi’s. The revamped Ital-
ian restaurant is slated to 
open in January 2020, ac-
cording to Jamie Leeds 
Restaurant Group’s website.

Executive Chef Will Art-
ley will head Hank & Mitzi’s 
and will serve rustic entrees, 
cocktails and personal piz-
zas, according to their Face-

book page.
As part of the reopening, 

JL Restaurant Group will also 
be opening Events by Jamie 
Leeds, an event and catering 
space with seating for 100 
guests on the second floor 
of the site, and a rooftop bar, 
according to Events by Jamie 
Leeds’ Facebook page.

The second-floor event 
space and rooftop bar will 
open in spring 2020, ac-
cording to JL Restaurant 
Group’s website.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Hank’s Pasta Bar to re-
open as Hank & Mitzi’s

PHOTO/ FREED'S BISCUIT COMPANY
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Weekend Brunch
Saturday & Sunday | 11-3pm

Mimosa Specials
Cinnamon Sugar Beignets
Sweet Potato French Toast

Lobster Omelette
House-Made Bloodys

Fresh Raw Bar

301 John Carlyle Street | 703.567.1533
whiskeyandoyster.com | @whiskeyandoyster

FREE garage parking after 5pm Monday-Friday, 
and all day Saturday & Sunday

PORT CITY FLAVOR: Recipe

•In large bowl, mix the dough 
ingredients together and form into 
ball.  
•Place in pie plate and spread out 
over bottom and up sides to form 
shell.   
•Bake at 350 degrees for 20 
minutes. Allow to cool.  
•In saucepan, simmer the corn 

syrup, sugar and half of bourbon 
until golden brown.   
•Add butter, eggs and vanilla and 
whisk to incorporate.   
•Fold in pecans.   
•Fill pie shell and bake at 350 
degrees for 40 minutes.   
•Then bake at 280 degrees for 
20 minutes.

Virtue’s bourbon pecan pie
Ingredients
Filling
1 lb. pecan halves
1 cup corn syrup
1 cup sugar
¼ cup select bourbon
¼ tsp. vanilla
3 eggs
4 oz. butter

Directions

Dough
1 lb. butter
3 lb. flour
1 1/3 oz. salt
5 eggs
2.7 oz. milk

PHOTO/ TIM YANTZ AT EMBERLENS PHOTOGRAPHY
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PORT CITY FLAVOR: Recipe

Pecan cinnamon orange whiskey
•Place two cups of pecans on a sheet pan and roast in the oven at 350 
degrees for 15 to 20 minutes.  
•Remove from oven and place in a large, sealable container.  
•Add four cinnamon sticks, the peels of two oranges and two bottles of 
Old Crow.  
•Let sit for four to five days, then strain. 

Designed by bartender Bobby Gorman, 
The Nutty Professor is available at 
Mason Social and Catch on the Ave. 

The Nutty Professor
Ingredients
2 oz. of pecan cinna-
mon orange whiskey

.5 oz. of burnt sugar 
syrup

1 dash of Angostura 
Bitters

1 dash of Woodford 
Reserve Sorghum & 
Sassafras Bitters

Directions

Pick up a Made from Scratch Pie 
Salted Caramel Apple Crumble

Mum’s Apple
Sweet Ps – Pumpkin & Sweet Potato

Key Lime
Very Berry

Chocolate Chess
Pina Colada
And more…

Remember Kiwi Pie Shop 
for your Holiday Pies 

4548 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria
www.kiwipieshop.com

703-988-4800 *Pina 
Colada*

*Salted Caramel  
Apple Crumble*

The Nutty Professor cocktail
•Combine all ingredients in a crystal mixing glass and stir.  
•Strain into a rocks glass over a large ice cube.  
•Garnish with an orange twist. 

Burnt sugar syrup
•Place two cups of granulated sugar into a sauce pan over medium 
high heat.  
•Cook down until sugar is a light brown color and mostly liquid consistency.  
•Very carefully add two cups of water, being cautious of bubbling and 
steaming. Stir constantly and rapidly while slowly adding water.  
•The syrup should be a dark brown color, and all the burnt caramel bits 
should be fully dissolved. 
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5 Cameron Street   |   Alexandria, VA   
703-739-6090     theblackwallhitch.com

Come Explore 
Our All-New Fall 
& Winter Menu

Located Right On The 
Alexandria Waterfront

BWH-AX Times Port City Flavor Nov.indd   1 11/11/19   1:05 PM
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How to pair wines with 
your festive feasts this 
holiday season
BY ELIZABETH MYLLENBECK

It’s that time of year when 
everything seems to move 
a little faster. The days are 
shorter, and we are making 
every effort to get that long 
list of must-dos completed. 
Among the joys of the sea-
son are parties and the fun 
of fellowship. The important 
thing is to have fun, relax 
and enjoy, which can be a big 
order when you are the host. 
This holiday season, make 
sure you remember to take 

off the proverbial apron and 
share in the celebrations of 
your preparations. 

First, strongly consider Ina 
Garten’s rule of entertaining: 
Make three things and leave 
the rest to good quality foods 
from your favorite grocery 
store. Top things to purchase 
are cheeses, charcuterie, ol-
ives, cornichons, chips and 
crackers. Bake a ham or roast 
a chicken. The smells wafting 
will have your guests crowding 
into my favorite party room – 
the kitchen. Bake, shop and 
do as much as you can in ad-
vance. Leave the last-minute 
sweating to someone else. 

Wondering how to make 
a party extra special? Wine. 
It is the gift of the gods and 
a joy to share, as each glass is 
different from the next. Even 
glasses from the same bottle 
have subtleties as the wine 
opens and breathes, becom-
ing rounder, softer and more 
exquisite. Wine moments are 
such a pleasure in life. 

What wines to choose? 
Winter parties tend to have 
richer foods, which call for 
richer wines to comple-
ment. Special varietals of 
whites, rosés and reds will 
make your party an evening 
to remember. 

Chardonnay, Viognier or a 
white blend with some aging 
are the best bets to comple-
ment creamy and blue chees-
es. My favorite is the Rogue 
Creamery Company’s Smoked 

Blue. It is not a stinky blue, 
and it has a hint of smoked ba-
con that makes it perfect. 

Chardonnay has gotten a 

Sipping through the  
holidays in style

First, strongly consider Ina 
Garten’s rule of entertaining: 

Make three things and leave the 
rest to good quality foods from 
your favorite grocery store.”

– Elizabeth Myllenbeck

SEE HOLIDAYS | 36
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3648 King St. | Bradlee Shopping Center      

Serving breakfast, 
lunch and dinner 

7 days a week 
36 Years in Business

(703) 671-0250

bad rap in the past for being 
too buttery and oaky. I like 
to call it creamy with notes 
of vanilla and baking spic-
es. Find a Chardonnay that 

has been barrel aged but has 
a crisp finish. It should taste 
like stoned fruit with a hint 
of heat and even citrus, not 
buttered popcorn. That crisp 
finish cleans your palate. 

Viognier is traditional-

ly barrel aged and has more 
depth and earthiness. Many 
other white blends are perfect 
for holiday entertaining, so do 
not be afraid to give them a try. 

Rosés are usually kept 
for the hotter months, but a 

lovely salmon-colored rosé of 
Pinot Noir is a wonder with 
turkey. Its traditional straw-
berries and cream aroma and 
mineral finish are perfect for 
finishing off delicious stuff-
ing, gravy and yams.

Red wine is a popular fa-
vorite, especially around the 
holidays. For parties, you want 
a wine that does not overpow-
er the food, but rather enhanc-
es it. It is easy to find a big 
Cabernet Sauvignon and then 
you find yourself not interest-
ed in the lovely spread. 

Challenge yourself to find 
a red with medium tannins. 
Tannins are those things 
that dry out your mouth and 
have “grip.” Rhone varietals 
are perfect. Try a bright, 
fruit-forward Grenache, an 
earthy Mourvedre, a Syrah 
or a combination of all three 
called a GSM. 

Pinot Noir, as my favorite 
varietal, also sits in this camp 
as well as a Tempranillo or 
Zinfandel. These varietals are, 
however, on the opposite ends 
of the tannin spectrum and 
are very different from one an-
other. Pinot Noirs can be more 
elegant and lean in their tast-
ing profiles, whereas nothing 
gets more jammy than a big 
Zin. 

The trick is to find a good 

wine, one your guests will 
rave about and want to take 
pictures of the label so they 
can buy themselves a case. 
A simple solution to better 
wine buying is staying away 
from the bottom shelf at your 
grocery store. 

Instead, find a wine shop 
that will give you advice on 
quality wines that will not 
break the bank. It is well worth 
it to find a wine confidant and 
become more confident your-
self by tasting where you can 
and dialing in your favorites. 
When people ask for my favor-
ite, I usually blurt something 
out then seconds later start to 
name off many more. Wine is 
amazing that way. 

Another trick to a great 
party is to hold a blind wine 
tasting. You can find some 
great games on the internet, 
but to make it easy, cover the 
wines with small bags and 
number them. Then, have 
your guests rank their favor-
ites and pair the wines with 
your delicious bites. 

Have a beautiful holiday 
season.

Elizabeth Myllenbeck is 
owner and chief executive 
officer of Sonoma Cellar, 
a wine tasting room and 
restaurant in Old Town.  

F r o m  c a s u a l  t o  e l e g a n t ,  s m a l l  g a t h e r i n g  t o
l a r g e ,  w e  o f f e r  f o u r  b e a u t i f u l  e v e n t  s p a c e s
w i t h i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e

n e e d s  o f  e v e r y  o c c a s i o n .

Book Your Holiday Party Now!

121 S. Union St. Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703-548-1785
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Silver Diner, an East 
Coast restaurant chain head-
quartered in the D.C. region, 
plans to lease about 6,587 
square feet of space in the 
new West Alex development 
at King and North Beaure-
gard streets, according to a 
news release from Weingar-
ten Realty.

West Alex is a 500,000 
square foot mixed-use, 
multi-building development 
on the Alexandria/Arling-
ton border that will include 
retail and office uses. Silver 

Diner’s newest location was 
approved by city council at a 
public hearing on May 18. 

According to a staff re-
port, Silver Diner will occupy 
the north corner of the de-
velopment and include 300 
total seats, 236 indoor and 64 
outdoor. The restaurant will 
also feature 24-hour indoor 
dining hours.

Silver Diner is planning to 
open its West Alex location 
in summer 2020, according 
to the release.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

A new taco restaurant is 
coming to the West End this 
holiday season. 

Owner Tom Voskuil plans 
to open Taqueria Picoso, 
which is currently in the final 
stages of buildout, at 1472 N. 
Beauregard St. in December, 
according to Voskuil’s Linke-
dIn page. The restaurant will 
be located in the Shops at 
Mark Center shopping plaza. 

The 2,736 square foot 
space was formerly occupied 
by Illusions Thai Cafe. The 
Department of Planning and 
Zoning approved the special 
use permit to add 20 seats 

of outdoor dining to the 
restaurant on July 25. 

Taqueria Picoso will 
serve authentic $3 tacos 
with tortillas made from 
imported Oaxacan corn and 
meats cooked on a vertical 
al pastor roaster, according 
to Voskuil’s LinkedIn. 

Voskuil has 25 years of 
experience in the restau-
rant industry. He launched 
Green Pig Bistro in Arling-
ton and was a partner in 
two restaurants recognized 
for Food & Wine Magazine’s 
Best New Chef Award. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

Silver Diner joins new 
West Alex development

Taqueria Picoso to open in 
Shops at Mark Center

PORT CITY FLAVOR: 
Business Bites

COURTESY IMAGE

Subscribe to Alexandria Times E-edition to get your 
news delivered to your email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 

a day before everyone else?
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Enjoy sumptuous, delectable West Coast Cuisine and New World Wines. Our stunning 
California Fresh Cuisine is craft prepared by Chef Walter Ramirez, and our new seasonal 
menu.  We have amazing vegetarian, gluten-free options. Yum!

Upcoming events:

Nov 20 – Wine Class with Jose! Holiday Perfection – Pre-buy event. Wine & Thanksgiving 
Dinner Pairing for a perfect Holiday Season! $45 + tax/tip.

Nov 21 - Nouveau Beaujolais Wine Harvest Celebration Day - Let’s taste the GOOD stuff. You’ll 
love Gamay Beaujolais after this! $20 from 5-9pm in the tasting room. 

Nov 30 – Small Business Saturday – Create your own wine labels for the holidays. Bring your 
computer and we will help you be creative and buy wine. From 12-6pm in the tasting room. 

Dec 4 – Wine Tasting & Artist Talk Benefitting the Alexandria Seaport Foundation – VIP 
reception at 6:30 with impressionist painter Lynn Mehta followed by a wine tasting and 
intimate discussion of her work.  From 6:30 – 9 pm

Dec 08 - Club SoCel Holiday Party  -  Wine Club Annual Holiday Party with raffles, music, great 
food and wine! - Free to members  5pm - 7pm

Visit us today and see why people – and their pups – love Sonoma Cellar!
207 King Street  | mysonomacellar.com | 703.566.9867

Fabulous fresh, delectably delicious craft food  •  Wine Tasting – every day! 

Best outdoor dining in Old Town  •  Dogs welcome and muzzle rubbed

Happy Hour  •  SoCel Wine Club  •  Wine Education Events

Fun every night. Super-duper specials including Taco Tuesday, 
Wine Down Wednesday and Thirsty Thursday Wine and Burger 

specials. We do personal and company offsite/onsite events too.

PORT CITY FLAVOR: Recipe

•Halve cherry tomatoes and 
combine in large stock pot with 
wine, vinegar and sugar. 
•Bring to a boil and reduce to 
a simmer. 
•Let simmer for about two to 
three hours, until all liquid has 
cooked out. Timing will depend 
on the heat of the stove. 
•Once reduced fully, remove 
jam from pot and cool. 
•Once cooled, add herbs and 
lemon zest.

Nicki Lewis is executive chef at Café 44.

Chef Nicki’s heirloom tomato jam

Ingredients Directions
4 lbs. heirloom cherry 
tomatoes, halved

1 pint dry white wine

1 pint apple cider 
vinegar

1 cup granulated sugar

3 tbsp. chopped chives

3 tbsp. chiffonade basil

Zest of 1 lemon
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A distinct dining experience that is elegant, yet 
comfortable, with a variety of stunning private 

holiday events venues  – perfect for any size party! 
 

Another reason to visit Bistro Sancerre: 
We offer catering for your events.  

1725 Duke St, Ste 100, Alexandria, VA 
|(703) 634-2720 • www.bistrosancerre.com

Treat yourself to Bistro Sancerre for a  
delicious lunch or dinner! 

Not Your Typical Diner

Breakfast served all day 
Private parking lot 

Now serving beer and wine 
Full Service Bar Coming Soon
Sunday - Thursday 6:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.  

Friday - Saturday 6:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.

1400 Duke St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
Located on the corner of Duke St. & West St.www.theexecutivediner.com
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A native of southwest 
France, Chef Sebastien Rond-
ier grew up eating Roasted 
Duck à l'Orange in place of the 
American holiday turkey. 

Rondier’s interpretation 
of this “grand classique” in 
French cuisine evokes the fla-
vors of autumn. The whole 
dry-aged Rohan duck is glazed 
and slowly roasted in garlic, 
shallots, star anise, cinnamon, 
black pepper, orange peels and 
orange segments.

“My recipe was created to 
marry the salty, sweet, acidic 

flavors of the duck with the 
bitterness of the endives and 
the turnips,” Rondier said. 
“For better time management, 
I recommend preparing the 
legs one day before the duck 
breast.”

Sebastien Rondier is 
executive chef at Brabo 

Brasserie and Brabo Tasting 
Room. Rondier and the 

Brabo Brasserie team have 
prepared a variety of eat 

in and take home menu 
items forThanksgiving.

Sebastien Rondier’s  
roasted duck

A la Lucia, an Old Town Tradition, with a fresh new menu! 

Seasonal Selections, Home Made Pastas, and Delicious Pizzas! 

The holidays are just around the corner 
Gather with friends in our wine room this season. 

Our space can accommodate 40 guests, 
 For information please visit us online at www.alalucia.com 

315 Madison St. Alexandria Va. 22314 (703)836-5123 

PORT CITY FLAVOR: Recipe

The duck

•Carve the legs and keep the breast attached to the body of the duck.  
•Salt and roast the duck legs in the oven with shallots, garlic and orange slices for 15 
minutes at 350 degrees until everything is caramelized.  
•Add 1 oz. butter and deglaze with orange juice, sherry vinegar, red wine, whole black 
pepper and star anise.  
•Add chicken stock, cover and braise in the oven at 320 degrees for two hours.  
•When braised, delicately remove the legs, strain and reduce the sauce to allow the 
flavors to become concentrated, then set aside.  
•While the duck legs are braising, season the breasts with salt and ground black pep-
per, drizzling olive oil and spreading butter all over the skin.  
•Roast breasts in the oven at 300 degrees for 40 minutes.  
•Cover the duck with aluminum foil and let the duck rest while preparing the vegetables. 

The vegetables

•Peel the turnips and blanch them in salted boiling water until tender.  
•Cut the endives in half and roast them with butter, salt, pepper, orange zest and or-
ange juice until they’re cooked through.  
•Add the turnips and cook everything together for an additional three minutes.  
•Finish with a splash of sherry vinegar. 

To finish

•In a small bowl, mix the cardamom, cinnamon, fennel and black pepper to create a 
spice mix.  
•Glaze the duck breast with honey, and then spread the spice mix on top of the honey.  
•Place the duck into the oven at 380 degrees for 25 minutes until a crispy skin is obtained.  
•Reheat the duck legs, the endives and the turnips together in the sauce.  
•Add some ground black pepper to finish.

Roasted duck à l’orange with caramelized endives and baby turnips

Ingredients

Directions

1 Rohan or Muscovy duck, 
approximately 4-5 lbs.

4 endives

1 sliced orange

8 baby turnips

2 sliced shallots

2 oz. garlic cloves

1 oz. ground black pepper

1 tsp. ground cardamom

1 tsp. ground fennel seed

1 tsp. cinnamon powder

1 each star anise

2 tbsp. Acacia honey

5 oz. red wine

1 oz. sherry vinegar

5 oz. orange juice

2 cups chicken stock

3 oz. salted butter

Salt

Olive oil

PHOTO/BRABO BRASSERIE
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Exclusive provider of the Shuman’s Jelly Cake
An Alexandria tradition since 1876

Now taking orders for Thanksgiving and the holidays online and by phone. 
www.ShumansBakery.com

(703) 862-7649
Free delivery to zip codes 22301-22315
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“INNOVATIVE FRENCH AND ITALIAN CUISINE SINCE 1990” 
4231 DUKE ST  ALEXANDRIA,  

VIRGINIA 22304
(703) 370-7900   

TEMPORESTAURANT.COM

Starting Nov 29 - accepting reservations 
for Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve

Celebrating our 35th Anniversary in September!

Le Refuge
Join us  

Old Town’s Oldest  
French Restaurant

Domaine d'Eole-Coteaux d'Aix-en-Provence
A five course wine paring dinner with Myles Cameron

6:30 pm, December 5
$110/pp

Call 703-535-8151 for more info.
119 S Royal St. Alexandria, VA 22314 

www.FontaineCaffe.com

This holiday season join us for a 
truly exceptional wine dinner:

Got guests?  
Need a date night dinner spot?

FONTAINE

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 

news every week.  Please show them your thanks by 
patronizing their businesses.
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Spend less time cooking and 
serve your most delicious Thanksgiving dinner!

Fresh Shenandoah Raised Turkey*

Trimmings:
• Homestyle Turkey Gravy
• Homestyle Mashed  
Potatoes
• Green Beans with Cranber-
ries, and butternut squash
• Cornbread and Walnut 
Dressing  
• Potato Au Gratin 
• Mushroom Gravy (V) 
• GF Apple and Butternut 
Squash Soup 

• GF Candied Sweet  
Potatoes 
• GF Brussel Sprouts with 
Roasted Garlic 
• GF Spinach Casserole  
• GF Fresh Herb Glazed 
Turkey Breast  
• GF Mixed Roasted  
Vegetables  
• GF Cranberry Orange 
Relish
• GF Roasted Beets with 
Hazelnut Oil  

Scrumptuous Desserts:
• Apple Tart with Walnuts & 
Cranberries
• Apple, Pecan, and Pumpkin 
Pies

• Mincemeat Pie  
• Lemon Meringue  
• 9” Cranberry Cheesecake  
• 9” Pumpkin Cheesecake 

3690 H & I King Street, Alexandria, VA 22302 
703-578-4144 | catering@alexandriapastry.com

Baked and served with harvest dressing of cornbread, 
walnuts, and fresh herbs, homemade gravy, and cranberry or-
ange relish. Accompanied with Home Style Mashed Potatoes.

($14.99 Per Person, 12-22 lb turkey, 14 person minimum)
*Last day for Turkey order: November 24, 2019

Follow us 

EAT LIKE A LOCAL! 
Start your 
weekend 
off right. 
Friday Happy 
Hours ‘til 9pm  

Local Favorite

Welcome to

203 The Strand
Alexandria,VA (703) 836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Crab cakes with 
smoked tomato aioli ®

PORT CITY FLAVOR: Business Bites

The city’s Ice House 
could be back in business 
if Goodie’s Frozen Custard 
has its way. 

The carry-out frozen 
custard provider applied for 
a special use permit to op-
erate in the old Ice House at 
200 Commerce St.

Goodie’s is a food truck 
service that provides Wis-
consin-style frozen custard 
and various baked goods, 
including donuts, in the 
D.C. area, according to its 

website. 
If approved, the Alexan-

dria location will be the com-
pany’s first brick and mortar 
restaurant. It would act as a 
walk-up, carry-out frozen 
custard stand serving frozen 
custard and various baked 
goods from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m., 
according to the SUP.

If the SUP is approved, 
Goodie’s will open in 2020, 
according to the SUP appli-
cation.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

A new tenant for 
city's Ice House

FILE PHOTO

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

Decembr 26
End of Year

Novermber 28 – December 5
Gift Guide
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BREAKFAST |  LUNCH | DINNER
MONDAY- SATURDAY 7AM-7PM   

SUNDAY 8AM-5PM

We serve toast, smoothies, juices, salads and more. 
Everything is fresh and healthy. Enjoy it on the go.

We cater mini toasts, mini bowls, salads, and juices! 

For catering requests email brianna@toastique.com
www.toastique.com | 571-312-1909

1605 King Street | Alexandria, VA 22314

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal 
celebration and shop with us for exclusive 

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Visit to find that  
special holiday wine 

or a one-of-a-kind 
wine gift at your  

desired price point!

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Dine in or 
take out –

we are fully 
open!

PORT CITY FLAVOR: Business Bites

The Mill, a new restau-
rant coming to the Robin-
son Landing development on 
the waterfront, is partner-
ing with southern chef and 
James Beard award-winner 
John Currence, according to 
a news release.

The restaurant, located at 
one of the city’s only remain-
ing waterfront warehouses 
at 10 Duke St., is being de-
veloped and built by Murray 
Bonitt. Bonitt has worked on 
a number of other historic 
preservation and renovation 
projects in Alexandria, in-
cluding Virtue Feed & Grain 
and The Majestic Café. 

The warehouse is set 
to be renovated and trans-
formed into a market and 
casual Southern eatery 
that Currence will oversee, 
according to the release. 
Currence is a New Orleans 
native and owner of City 
Grocery, Bouré and Big Bad 
Breakfast in Oxford, Missis-
sippi, according to the re-
lease. He was awarded the 

2009 James Beard Award 
for Best Chef: South for his 
work at City Grocery.

The Mill is one of a num-
ber of restaurants that are 
being developed at Robin-
son Landing. When it opens 
in October 2021, The Mill 
will sit alongside Barca and 
another Alexandria Restau-
rant Partners project on the 
waterfront.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

James Beard awarding-winning chef to 
lead Robinson Landing restaurant

COURTESY PHOTO
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Why worry? Drive happy, 
Alexandria

Get an E-ZPass® or E-ZPass Flex® to get going 
on the 395 Express Lanes, opening November 17.

Learn more at expresslanes.com/395

ExpressLanes_395Ads_BatchC_PrintAds_P2.indd   2 11/7/19   3:06 PM
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Ideas from 
the High Line

HOMES 

PHOTO/TIMOTHY SCHENCK/THEHIGHLINE.ORG
Although the High Line is in the heart of the city, the planting design is naturalistic and a little bit wild.

SEE HIGH LINE | 46

TimesLiving

BY MARTY ROSS

The High Line is a gritty, glorious garden in the pulsing heart of New York 
City, full of ideas for gardens and gardeners everywhere. It is a landmark, an 
ever-changing horticultural and social scene – and an inspiration.

This garden doesn't attempt to hide its industrial roots. The abandoned 
train tracks running through the elevated park near the Hudson River are 
as much a part of the garden as the flowering shrubs, perennials and grass-
es that flourish there. 
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The High Line celebrat-
ed its 10th anniversary this 
year and opened an exten-
sion, known as the Spur, the 
last section of the former 
freight line 30 feet above 
the hurly-burly of the city 
streets. With the addition 
of the Spur, the thriving 
greenway of the High Line 
is now nearly 1.5 miles long. 
Millions of visitors explore 
the space every year while 
taking in sensational views 
of the bustling city and the 
river.

Eric Rodriguez, the High 
Line's director of horticul-
ture, is the steward of hun-
dreds of thousands of plants, 
many of them North Amer-
ican native perennials and 
grasses, woven into a de-
sign by the renowned Dutch 
plantsman Piet Oudolf. The 
High Line doesn't represent 
an unobtainable model of 
perfection, Rodriguez said: 
It is a garden full of possibili-
ties for anyone. 

"We are actively trying 
to encourage people to take 
ideas home," he said.

The park's design took  
cues from the wild, weedy 
nature that had established 

itself on the tracks in the 25 
years after the line was aban-
doned. It is a lively, exciting, 
densely packed garden of 
surpassing beauty at all sea-
sons filled with hard-work-
ing perennials, shrubs and 
small trees. It's also an envi-
ronmentally friendly place, 
designed to invite pollinators 
and conserve resources, and 
maintained without the use 
of herbicides or pesticides.

Rodriguez thinks of the 
High Line's planting scheme 
as "a vertical sandwich." In 
each area, he said, "we have 
a grass matrix, and on top 
of that is an herbaceous pe-
rennial matrix." 

In areas with woody 
plants, the design expands 
to include a layer of shrubs 
and a canopy of trees, but 
since the soil is only about 
eight inches deep all along 
the High Line, only relative-
ly small trees and shrubs 
can be planted. Species with 
multiple stems, including 
buckeyes, fringe trees and 
serviceberries, thrive in the 
harsh conditions, exposed 
on all sides to wind and 
weather and to the reflected 
light and deep shadows cast 
by tall buildings.

Although most High 

Line trees will never be gi-
ants, leafy trees embrace 
the beds in the summer. In 
the winter, their trunks, 
branches and bark impart a 
rare beauty. Multi-stemmed 
trees and shrubs are easi-
er to manage in the garden 
than single-trunk plants, 
Rodriguez said. When stems 
get too tall or too lanky, or 
start to grow out of bounds, 
they can be cut back, some-
times to the ground, and 
new stems emerge. It's a 
great strategy for home gar-
deners, too. 

Oudolf's planting design 
calls for extremely tight 
spacing: six to eight plants 
per square foot. 

“We put plants in very 
small," Rodriguez said. "In 
some ways, we push back 
on the instant gratification" 
by using smaller plants. But 
the planting style allows the 
garden to conserve resourc-
es. Tight spacing reduces 
watering needs because the 
plants shade the soil, limit-
ing moisture loss to evapora-
tion. Close spacing also helps 
control weeds. 

Gardeners everywhere, 
including on the High Line, 

HOMES 

PHOTO/TIMOTHY SCHENCK/THEHIGHLINE.ORG
The High Line, on a former elevated rail line on Manhattan's West Side, is now a landmark park, cele-
brating its 10th anniversary.

HomeAid thanks Builder Captain 
Craftmark Homes, and the 30 
trade partners who recently 
renovated the newly-opened 
Friends of Guest House (FOGH) 
residential re-entry program for 
women in Old Town Alexandria. 
Friends of Guest House has 
expanded its program 15% by 
transforming this historic circa 
1811 building — which was most 
recently used as office space – 
into a transitional housing 
residence. The top-to-bottom, 
three-floor renovation included 
navigating code issues; fixing 
major structural deficiencies; 
replacing mechanical, plumbing, 
and electrical systems; replacing 
flooring throughout with durable 
LVP; installing a communal kitchen 
and dining room; adding a laundry 
space; and carving out 10 
bedrooms and five bathrooms. 
FOGH saved over 60% of this 
$460,000 overhaul thanks to 
generously donated labor, time, 
materials, and expertise.

FOGH has been helping women 
re-enter life after incarceration 
for 45 years and believes, as 
HomeAid does, that your past 
doesn't define your future. 

And the following trade 
partners for their incredible 
generosity and for creating 
a dignified home for women 
coming out of incarceration 
to heal and get back on 
their feet.

Action Sheet Metal Co., Inc.
ABW Appliances
Area Walls Incorporated
Beltway Steel Supply Co., Inc.
B & K Distributors, Inc.
B F Behan, Inc.
Builders Fire Solutions, LLC
Burgess Lighting
Capital Mechanical, LLC
Carter Lumber of Virginia, Inc.
Consulting Engineers Corporation
Darvish Interiors
Delta Faucet Company
Dimond Adams Design 
Architecture
Doug Construction, LLC
FireAlarmService.Net
F M Rolloff and Construction 
Services, LLC
General Electric
G J World Carpentry, Inc.
HDS Drywall Service, Inc.
JHK Carpentry, Inc.
Kichler Lighting, LLC
M R Stone, LLC
New York Concrete Corporation
Southern Maryland Heating & Air, Inc.
Southland Insulators, Inc.
Stone Works, Inc.
Suburban Kitchens
TNT Services Group II, Inc.
UBH Construction (Umeres Better 
Homes, Inc.)

info@homeaidnova.org  |  www.homeaidnova.org  |  571.283.6300

SINCE 2001... 140+ PROJECTS COMPLETED

  

138,000 
LIVES CHANGED 

$16.8 MILLION
Invested in building
a better community 

$10 MILLION
Labor, time, materials
and expertise donated =+

HomeAid Northern Virginia 
builds and renovates facilities 

for homeless shelters and other 
non-profits across our region, 

thanks to the generosity of our 
Builder Captains and their 

trade partners.  

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

Thursday, November 28th, 
9:00 a.m. to noon
To register go to  
www.alexandriaturkeytrot.com

Proudly supporting 
Alexandria 
Turkey Trot

HIGH LINE FROM | 45

SEE HIGH LINE | 47
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Rodriguez said, "are always 
trying to think about how to 
work less without compro-
mising their aesthetics."

Spring and summer on 
the High Line are beauti-
ful, of course, but fall and 
winter are also spectacular 
seasons in which to experi-
ence the garden. Drying pe-
rennial foliage and grasses 
rustle in the wind, and their 
seed heads throw elegant 
shadows and attract birds to 
the park through the win-
ter. The winter light shining 
through the twiggy tracery 
of trees creates a dramatic 
contrast to the built envi-
ronment all around. The 

dormant plants under gray 
skies or in the snow let vis-
itors appreciate the season 
more fully. High Line gar-

deners don't cut the herba-
ceous perennials and grass-
es back until spring.

"It's important for us to 

have the full life cycle of the 
plants," Rodriguez said.

Over the winter, garden-
ers nurture new ideas for 
the seasons to come, Ro-
driguez said. They consider 
new species to add to the 
garden, and look for plants 
that will perform well in the 
changing urban environ-
ment. Buildings with reflec-
tive glass have increased 
the heat and light in some 
areas along the High Line, 
and wind speeds and pat-
terns have also changed as 
new buildings have been 
put up nearby. 

Among other things, the 
gardeners are interested in in-
troducing more plants that at-
tract beneficial insects. "We're 

adding things that we want 
just because they would be fun 
and pretty," Rodriguez said.

The High Line is not, 
strictly speaking, a garden 
but a park, and the garden-
ers look to nature for their 
inspiration. They study 
plant communities in na-
tive plant reserves in the 
region, including in coastal 
areas, where the vegetation 
has to be tough. The ideas 
they bring back to the city 
make the High Line more 
beautiful and sustainable, 
Rodriguez said, and the re-
sult may make you forget, 
just for a minute, that you're 
in New York City. But look 
again: This garden could be 
nowhere else.

This thoughtfully updated 
Waterford residence in an en-
viable setting is equally suit-
ed for grand entertaining and 
quiet enjoyment. 

Discerning buyers will appre-
ciate the attention to detail in al-
most every corner of this home. 

The classic foyer with 
limestone flooring leads to a 
dramatic living room defined 
by high coffered ceilings, ex-
quisite moldings and a marble 
fireplace. This level also fea-
tures a well-appointed wet bar 
and 650-bottle wine cellar. 

One level up, you'll find 
the gourmet kitchen with up-
scale appliances and finish-
es, the inviting family room 
with custom built-ins and gas 
fireplace, the elegant dining 
room with handsome mold-

ings and wainscoting and a 
powder room. 

The exceptional owner's 
suite, which encompasses an 
entire floor, offers privacy and 
serenity and includes a stun-
ning designer bathroom and 
spacious dressing room with 
built-ins and a center island. 

The top floor includes two 
additional bedrooms – one cur-
rently configured as a home of-
fice – and a full bathroom. 

Outside, an arbor serves as 
the focal point for the expan-
sive brick walled patio. Other 
highlights include profes-
sional landscaping, an irriga-
tion system, a built-in Viking 
grill, a retractable awning and 
a custom-built storage area. 

The location is unbeatable 
with Old Town's vibrant wa-

terfront, shops and restaurants 
literally just steps away. Your 
car may never leave the garage.

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOME OF THE WEEK

Old Town luxury and convenience

Location: 319 S. Union St.

Neighborhood: Old Town

Price: $1,950,000

Square feet: 3,278

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 2.5

Year built: 1985

Contact: Dayna Blumel 

703-597-2252 

Kerry Adams  

703-587-7841

blumeladams@gmail.com 

BlumelAdams.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMEOWNERS! Cold weather and the holidays will be here before 
you know it! Call us today to schedule your free estimate for 

interior painting! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

PHOTOS/ JAREN DREW HORSLEY – LINEN & LENS

HOMES 
HIGH LINE FROM | 46

PHOTO/LIZ LIGON/THEHIGHLINE.ORG
This summer, a new addition called the Spur opened along the gre-
enway. The trees in this area will eventually be the largest trees in 
the park, according to High Line horticulture director Eric Rodriguez.
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“THE GIRL FROM THE EAST” 
CONCERT "The Girl from the East" 
album is the culmination of a musi-
cal journey that features seven live 
pieces from Chinese musician Chao 
Tian’s Artist-in-Residence concerts 
at the Strathmore Mansion in April 
2018. Her time as an AIR was a 
vital and unforgettable experience, 
opening up a whole new innovative 
world for her as an artist. From East 
to West, Chao has broken through 
boundaries with her music. She will 
showcase classic Chinese music 
and original compositions with 
the Chinese dulcimer during this 
concert. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org

WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION CURATOR LEC-
TURE Join Matthew Costello, senior 
historian of the White House Histor-
ical Association, as he shares from 
his new book “The Property of the 
Nation: George Washington’s Tomb, 
Mount Vernon, and the Memory of 
the First President.” He will trace 
the shift of America’s attention from 
the official days of commemoration 
around Washington’s death to spon-
taneous visits by citizens through 
the story of his tomb. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St. 
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

ALEXANDRIA SCAVENGER 
HUNT: OLD TOWN MADE NEW 
Walk in the footsteps of George 
Washington and discover the best 
landmarks around Alexandria. 
Download the Let’s Roam scavenger 
hunt app and start exploring today. 
Tourist, local or new to town, this is a 
lively small group activity that anyone 
can enjoy. Lace up some walking 
shoes and get ready to experience the 
city like never before. Snap pictures, 
race against the clock and put those 
navigation skills to the test. No 
reservations and no tour guides are 
required. The scavenger hunt lasts 
through Dec. 31.

Time: Anytime 
Location: Starts at 301 King St. 
Information: www.letsroam.com/
scavenger_hunt/Old_Town_Alexan-
dria_Scavenger_Hunt

NOVEMBER 15

MEET THE AUTHOR: CARO-
LYN SLOAN Hooray for Books! 
welcomes award-winning author 
and musician Carolyn Sloan to the 
bookstore for an evening of jazz, 
stories and merriment. She’ll take 
questions and sign books following 
the presentation for "Welcome to 
Jazz", as well as show off her skills 
on one of her own jazz instruments. 
The book is recommended for read-
ers ages 4 and up, but the event is 
perfect for music lovers of all ages. 
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Hooray for Books!, 1555 
King St. 
Information: www.hooray4books.com

NOVEMBER 16

ASO PRESENTS: AUTUMN CEL-
LO AND DVORAK The Alexandria 
Symphony Orchestra celebrates fall by 
setting its intention with Boulanger’s 
Old Buddhist Prayer, in which the 
ASO will be joined by members of the 
Alexandria Choral Society and Fairfax 
Choral Society. Elgar wrote one of his 
last notable works – Cello Concerto 
in E minor – after enduring both 
physical and psychological turmoil. 
This passionate and contemplative 
work features world-renowned soloist 
Wolfgang Schmidt. An optimistic, 
lyrical piece inspired by Bohemian 
folk music, the program concludes 
with Dvořák’s sunny Eighth Symphony. 
There is also a concert on Nov. 17.  
Time: 8 to 10 p.m. 
Location: Schlesinger Concert Hall, 
4915 E. Campus Drive 
Information: www.alexsym.orgm

“THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD” 
FILM SCREENING Watch a screen-
ing of Peter Jackson’s acclaimed 
World War I documentary. The film 
includes original World War I footage 
that Jackson and his team brought to 
life with modern production technol-
ogy. Popcorn is free, and soft drinks, 
beer and wine are available for sale.   

Time: 1:30 p.m. 
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St. 
Information: jim.holloway@alexan-
driava.gov

NOVEMBER 17

THE REV. ROBERT JONES AND 
MICHAEL KELLY PERFORM 
Listen to musicians the Rev. Robert 
Jones Sr. and Michael Kelly blend 
genres. Jones plays guitar, harmoni-
ca, mandolin, banjo and fiddle using 
folk, blues, spirituals and other Amer-
ican roots music to champion the 
history, beauty and power of shared 
culture. Kelly is a musician who draws 
on influences ranging from Lyle Lovett 
to Taj Mahal, Louis Armstrong to Doc 
Watson and a writer whose finely 
crafted stories are woven over foot 
tapping melodies.  
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial, 101 
Callahan Drive 
Information: www.focusmusic.org

NOVEMBER 22

BEAUJOLAIS NOUVEAU DAY 
CELEBRATION Join the Alex-
andria-Caen Sister Cities Com-
mittee and the Office of Historic 
Alexandria, as they participate 
in the world’s largest wine party. 
Beaujolais Nouveau Day is marked 
in France on the third Thursday in 
November, the earliest French law 
allows this year’s wine to be served. 
On this year's Beaujolais Nouveau 
Day, celebrate the first taste of the 
2019 harvest in the company of 
fellow French enthusiasts and Sister 
City supporters. While guests enjoy 
the new flavor of the 2019 Beau-
jolais Nouveau and tasty treats, 
guest speaker Robert Cavanaugh of 
Adventure Wine LLC will explain the 
significance of Beaujolais and the 
current release. 
Time: 7:30 to 10 p.m. 
Location: The Lloyd House, 220 N. 
Washington St. 
Information: alexandriava.gov/shop

NOVEMBER 23

PIANO COMPETITION GOLD 
MEDALIST PERFORMS TWO 
CONCERTOS Gold medalist of the 
2017 Van Cliburn Piano Competition, 
Yekwon Sunwoo will be performing 
two piano concertos, No. 1 and No. 
2, by Felix Mendelssohn in this one-
night performance with the Washing-
ton Chamber Orchestra at its annual 
Benefit Concert. The “Hebrides” and 
the “Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
overtures will also be performed to 
celebrate the 210th anniversary of 
the birth of Mendelssohn. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Location: R. Schlesinger Concert 
Hall, 4915 E. Campus Drive 
Information: www.thewco.org 

ALEXANDRIA TREE LIGHTING 
CEREMONY Kick off the holiday 
season with free music and dance per-
formances and a visit with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. Admission is free, and the 

event will occur rain or shine. Mayor Jus-
tin Wilson and Santa will light the tree in 
front of City Hall. The program will also 
feature a performance of “Santa’s Spec-
tacular,” by the Metropolitan School of 
the Arts, carols by T.C. Williams High 
School Choir and a visit with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Market Square, 301 King St. 
Information: 703-746-5592

ALEXANDRIA CIDER FESTIVAL 
Enjoy a selection of ciders from more 
than 10 Virginia cideries. Tickets include 
tastings, a souvenir glass, live music 
and fun fall activities.  A food truck 
will be available as well.  Dress for the 
weather – this event is outdoors. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m. 
Location: Office of Historic Alexandria, 
220 N. Washington St. 
Information: https://alexandriava.gov/
shop

OLD TOWN COOKIE CRAWL 
Kick off the holidays early during Old 
Town Business’s first annual Old Town 
Cookie Crawl. Receive a commemo-
rative tin and stop by all 15 stores on 
the crawl to receive a cookie at each 
location. It’s fun for the whole family 
and a great way to explore Old Town’s 
walkable shopping district. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Location: Old Town 
Information: www.visitalexandri-
ava.com/event/old-town-cookie-
crawl/15784/

NOVEMBER 24

ALEXANDRIA MAKERS MAR-
KET The inaugural Alexandria Makers 
Market will debut at Port City Brewing 
Company this fall. This family-friendly 
event will showcase the creative com-
munity of Alexandria-based creators, 
makers, designers and crafters, with 
vendors curated from highly talented 
artisans located in Alexandria. A diverse 
mix of local makers will pop-up and take 
over Port City’s parking lot, creating a 
nice experience to pick up some unique 
holiday gifts, while enjoying a Port City 
pint or two. The event will also feature 
DIY workshops throughout the day in 
which folks can learn to make a variety 
of crafty items. 
Time: Noon to 6 p.m. 
Location: Port City Brewing Compa-
ny, 3950 Wheeler Ave. 
Information: www.alexandriamak-
ersmarket.com

DECEMBER 1

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S 
ALEXANDRIA TOUR Explore his-
toric Old Town Alexandria as George 
Washington knew it. This 90-minute 
guided walking tour will explore sites 
associated with Washington and his 
closest colleagues, including John 
Fitzgerald’s warehouse, Captain’s 
Row, Gentry Row, the Apothecary 
shop, Ramsay House, Market Square, 
the Carlyle House, Wise’s Tavern, 
Duvall Tavern, Gadsby’s Tavern. 
and Washington’s townhouse. The 
tour is free, and no reservations are 
required.

Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Location: 101 N. Union St. 
Information: 703-379-7460

DECEMBER 5

ARTS ON THE HORIZON PRES-
ENT “SQUEAKERS AND MR. 
GUMDROP” Arts on the Horizon 
presents a show for children ages 2 
to 5. One snowy winter morning, Mr. 
Gumdrop prepares for his annual 
holiday party. When an unexpected 
and curious mouse appears, Mr. 
Gumdrop's routine is thrown for a 
loop. Can these two wildly different 
characters work together to get the 
holiday preparations done in time?  
This nonverbal, imaginative produc-
tion captures the magic of making 
new friends and sharing ideas to 
accomplish big goals. Performances 
last through Dec. 21. 
Time: Varies 
Location: The Lab at Convergence, 
1819 N. Quaker Lane 
Information: www.artsonthehorizon.org

DECEMBER 6

“A CHRISTMAS CAROL” The Little 
Theatre of Alexandria rings in the holi-
day season with a return of the classic 
by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, 
a miserly Victorian humbug, travels 
with ghostly guides through Christmas 
past, present and future to find the true 
meaning of the holidays. Complete with 
special effects, Victorian carols and Tiny 
Tim, “A Christmas Carol” is a must for 
the entire family. Shows run from Dec. 
6 to 22. 
Time: Wednesdays to Fridays at 8 p.m., 
Saturdays and Sundays at 3 and 6 p.m. 
Location: Little Theatre of Alexandria, 
600 Wolfe St. 
Information: www.thelittletheatre.com

DECEMBER 7

20TH ANNIVERSARY ALEXAN-
DRIA HOLIDAY BOAT PARADE OF 
LIGHTS Old Town Alexandria's historic 
waterfront will shine for the 20th Anni-
versary Alexandria Holiday Boat Parade 
of Lights, as dozens of brightly lit boats 
cruise along one mile of the Potomac 
River shoreline. Take part in dockside 
festivities like a beer garden from Port 
City Brewing Company, a Letters to San-
ta postcard station from Penny Post and 
food and hot chocolate from Pizzeria 
Paradiso and Dolci Gelati. 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 King St. 
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/holidays/boat-parade

TORPEDO FACTORY ART CEN-
TER HOLIDAY FESTIVAL The Art 
Center joins in the fun on Alexandria’s 
most festive holiday weekend of the 
year. Santa and Mrs. Claus will make 
an appearance. Music and singing fill 
the halls all evening. After sundown, 
the Holiday Boat Parade of Lights 
passes by The Art Center’s doors. Visit 
artists on all three floors to find the 
perfect gift of art. 
Time: 2 to 8 p.m. 
Location: 105 N. Union St. 
Information: www.torpedofactory.org

CALENDAR
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with the men, several tell her 
that they view her as a friend.

By the end of the film, 
one man, who earlier said 
that he would have Khan 
deported, tells her that he 
is resigning from his posi-
tion with the Nationalist 
Socialist Movement. Know-
ing Khan and the abuse she 
faced was part of the reason 
for his decision, he says.

In these instances, Khan 
humanizes the extreme rac-
ists she meets. In her BBC 
interview, she asserted that 
“just shutting [racists] down 
isn’t going to resolve this. The 
feelings don’t just disappear.” 

It would be nice if all it 
took to change the minds of 
white supremacists was to in-
troduce them to a non-white 
person. Of course, things 
are never that easy, and it’s 
a stretch to believe that the 
men Khan spoke with were 
dramatically changed.

Yet, Khan also human-
izes herself too. Many of 
the men admitted to hating 
non-white people without 
ever getting to know a per-
son outside their race. 

Khan’s attempt to bridge 
this violent race war while 
risking backlash from both 
sides is at least a courageous 
step in the right direction.

aluke1992@gmail.com  

his actions through recount-
ing the moments before his 
wife’s passing.

 “I really hate that we 
have to filter this memory 
through your mind,” Abby 
tells him. 

However, Paul tells her 
that the last conversation 
he had with her mother was 
about how much she loved 
Abby “to pieces.”

Through Paul’s most vul-
nerable moment, the film 
shows that there is no rea-
son behind our actions when 
we are in shock or grieving. 

Our methods for dealing 
with loss are instinctual, and 
we should not be faulted for 
them, even if they seem un-
orthodox to some.

In the scene that fol-
lows, Paul walks with Abby 
down the road to return the 
grocery cart from Abby’s 
bedroom. Paul helps Abby 
guide the cart into the cor-
ral, symbolizing the end of 
Abby’s self-isolation and 
reminding us that the best 
way to move through grief 
and remember a loved one is 
to lean on family and friends 
who share our loss.

-aluke1992@gmail.com 

often stem from strained fa-
milial relationships. 

This past spring, McNair 
implemented a program of-
fering financial aid to families 
who want to visit their chil-
dren but are unable to do so.

“I will Uber that fam-
ily here, or get passes for 
them to use the bus or pub-
lic transportation,” McNair 
said. “It’s not something we 
have to do, we just saw the 
need, and that’s not some-
thing most facilities are 
going to consider. I had to 
look at my budget, reallo-
cate funds, cut some things, 
in an effort to really put my 
money where my mouth is, 
literally. If family engage-
ment is a critical component 
of what my vision is, then 
those families might need 
some additional support.” 

McNair added that this 
kind of personalized assis-
tance would likely be lost at 
other centers. 

“[If] our kids go to oth-
er centers … the family en-
gagement piece is definitely 
going to struggle,” she said.

All of the practices and 
programs McNair has imple-
mented and continued at the 
NVJDC are made possible by 
the commission, which hires 
the executive director and 
has regular input in how the 
facility is operated.  

Commissioners expressed 
concern that if the facility is 
closed and children are relo-
cated to other detention cen-
ters, the three jurisdictions 
would forfeit that local input. 

“You can’t argue, there 
clearly is excess capacity. But 
for me, it comes down to local 
control versus not local con-
trol,” Falls Church commis-
sioner Alex Boston said. “… 
There’s always the question 
of money, and things can 
be done better, but I think it 
would be a shame to give up 
local control of where kids 
are placed and the services 
that they receive.”

Beyond local governance 

of the center, there are oth-
er benefits to the center 
being in Alexandria, such 
as on-going supportive ser-
vices once the young people 
have served their sentences.

“As students transition 
from the program, we’re 
able to provide them with 
support not just through the 
court services unit but the 
ones that we have in Alex-
andria,” Martin said. “For 
example, mental health … 
housing, transportation, 
family counseling, sub-
stance abuse, all of those 
types of things, [are] one of 
the great benefits of having 
the kids here.” 

Fifer countered that re-
locating children to another 
facility doesn’t have to mean 
giving up local control. For 
example, if Alexandria paid 
Fairfax’s Juvenile Detention 
Center to reserve a certain 
number of beds, Fairfax 
could offer a seat on the body 
that operates that facility. 

“It’s not necessarily the 
case that closing the facility 
would give up local control,” 
Fifer said. “Arlington and 
Falls Church are good exam-
ples of localities right now 
that have a voice in running 
a facility that is not in their 
locality. … We can influence 
a process through an agree-
ment or we can influence a 
process by having a formal 
oversight seat.”

Fifer said the city does 
not have a planned out-
come for the study or the 
future of the center. How-
ever, commissioners said 
they suspect otherwise. 

Hennig accused the city of 
attempting to acquire and use 
the land for redevelopment 
efforts on the West End. 

“This is very frankly a 

land grab attempt,” Hennig 
said. “Right now, my entire 
thing on this is I am furious, 
and I am furious over the 
fact that you people that are 
quite bluntly [saying] ‘We 
have to redevelop the West 
End.’ … This is all ego.” 

“I think it’s legitimate 
to ask questions about cost 
and how things are being 
operated and efficiencies, 
but I think the motivations, 
the motivations need to be 
looked at,” Boston said. “I do 
think that there are poten-
tially other motivations that 
at least some of the officials 
in Alexandria may have about 
the disposition of the center 
and that probably played into 
wanting to do the study.”

Fifer said that because 
the commission owns and 
operates the property, they 
will play a role in deciding 
the center’s future. 

“The city has a funding 
role and an oversight role. 
… It’s not that we can make 
a unilateral decision. City 
council can’t vote to close 
the facility period and then 
that is what will happen,” 
Fifer said. “… We’re really 
hoping that this will be more 
of a consensus approach 
based on what appears to be 
best for all involved.” 

Three community meet-
ings will be held during the 
next week for the public to 
hear more about the study 
and have the opportunity to 
provide feedback. There will 
be a meeting in Falls Church 
tonight at 7 p.m., in Alexan-
dria on Nov. 20 and in Ar-
lington on Nov. 21. For more 
information about meeting 
times and locations, visit 
www.alexandriava.gov/ju-
veniledetentioncenter.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

[If] our kids go to other centers 
… the family engagement piece 
is definitely going to struggle.”

– Johnitha McNair,
executive director, NVJDC

ther in the process.”
Under the proposed code 

changes, RPP restrictions 
would also have to be the 
same on both sides of a block 
and modifications to those 
restrictions would have to 
be made by petitioners on a 
block, not block face.

Although staff heard the 
concerns of residents and busi-
ness owners this time around, 
some residents worry that 
another change could limit 
opportunities for communi-
ty feedback moving forward. 
The change in question would 

give the director of T&ES the 
power to approve TPB recom-
mendations for RPP changes 
and expansion. That power is 
currently reserved for the city 
manager and council.

“From a policy point of 
view, I don’t like anything that 
lets staff determine some-
thing that city council other-
wise now acts upon,” Callahan 
said. “… It just removes one 
more opportunity for a citizen 
to address elected officials.”

All of staff’s recommend-
ed changes will go before 
city council during a Dec. 14 
public hearing. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

It’s good governance for cities to turn a critical eye to where they 
spend money and why.

The budget as a whole is examined each year through a methodical 
process, but each individual, ongoing expenditure doesn’t normally re-
ceive existential scrutiny. The exception to this is when new programs re-
quiring additional budgetary outlays are under consideration – and when 
a program is a candidate for elimination.

In that vein, we think it’s good that the City of Alexandria initiated the 
study being conducted by the Moss Group examining the Northern Vir-
ginia Juvenile Detention Center. Operated in Alexandria with oversight 
by commissioners appointed by our local government and those from Ar-
lington and Falls Church, the NVJDC receives money from those three 
entities, plus state and federal funding. 

Following a nationwide trend of declining youth incarceration rates, 
the center averages around 25 detainees at any given point in time out of 
a 70-bed capacity. Given that the city’s annual contribution to the NVJDC 
is around $1.5 million and the facility is significantly underutilized, it ap-
pears that change is needed.

It’s imperative, however, that the coming change be done through a 
child-centric prism and not from a development-driven agenda.

As today’s Alexandria Times front page story, “City considers closing 
Juvenile Detention Center” indicates, some of the NVJDC’s commission-
ers suspect that city leaders have ulterior motives in pushing for change. 
One commissioner flatly referred to the initiative as a “land grab.”

The young people detained at the NVJDC, mostly 16- and 17-year-olds, 
are there for repeated, serious offenses, such as malicious wounding, felony 
firearm use and grand larceny. These are not students caught smoking a 
little weed who can be assigned community service hours and rehabilitated 
with counseling outside of incarceration.

In other words, while the ranks of juvenile detainees have declined 
sharply in recent years, there’s always going to be a need to incarcerate some 
number of the most difficult cases. The detention numbers may well be at or 
near their nadir, unlikely to fall further.

Vital to this discussion is the fact that NVJDC detainees are almost 
certainly young people from difficult family situations, probably facing 
multiple barriers to success. And the NVJDC is one of the few juvenile 
detention facilities that does more than simply keep the detainees locked 
up while they serve their time.

Executive Director Johnitha McNair emphasizes family involvement 
and even provides transportation for families to visit their children in the 
NVJDC. The center provides programs that are not required but needed 
for successful rehabilitation of extremely troubled youths, such as behav-
ioral counseling.

McNair also doesn’t allow disciplinary room confinement at the NV-
JDC, something she said definitely takes place in the other 23 detention 
centers in Virginia. Students work toward graduation while at the NVJDC, 
as Alexandria City Public Schools operates a school with four classrooms 
and nine teachers at the facility.

 In considering cost, it’s imperative that what’s best for these young peo-
ple, most of them still students, be paramount. The full cost of closing the 
NVJDC can’t be measured in dollars and cents: each detainee that is reha-
bilitated from criminal activity is given a chance at a better life, which is 
beneficial to both the individual and society.

Rather than close the NVJDC, we think it should be looked at entre-
preneurially. If our primary motivation is to best serve the most troubled 

Juvenile Detention Center study 
needs a child-focused solution

Elected officials deserve respect
To the editor:

It has now been two months since 
the Sept. 14 city council decision re-
garding the design for the Seminary 
Road Project. Implementation is occur-
ring and, in a few weeks, most features 
will be in place. I’m quite sure there will 
be tweaks to ensure safety and smooth 
movement for all users. I have noticed 
this is the normal process for similar 
projects in our city.

I’ve been diligent from the outset 
of implementation to travel the .9 mile 
stretch of roadway and surrounding 
areas at various times of the day, nu-
merous times each day. My husband 
has supplemented my travels by cruis-
ing the stretch two or three additional 
times each day. We intentionally trav-
el during morning and evening peak 
hours.  I have documented my travels 
with video and date and time-stamped 
photos of traffic movement. We have 
been on foot and in a vehicle.

I can report that during our travels 
traffic has moved smoothly and at the 
posted 25 mph speed limit most days 
since the lane striping was painted. 
Traffic flow was impaired three or four 
days because intersection sensors were 

damaged during the resurfacing and 
drivers were adjusting to the new lane 
patterns. Transportation and Environ-
mental Services staff quickly remedied 
the problem.

Each of our council members worked 
hard to render the final decision. They 
met with numerous groups. They lis-
tened to and heard what people pre-
sented. They visited the area multiple 
times to evaluate the situation. They 
should not continue to be badgered, 
hounded, berated and suspected of less 
than ethical behavior. None of us would 
have elected people lacking integrity or 
ethical behavior. People with different 
opinions and viewpoints strengthen 
our civic environment.

I am a resident living in a sin-
gle-family home and I did not view 
anything stated by Mayor Justin Wil-
son or councilors Canek Aguirre or 
Del Pepper as critical of residents liv-
ing in single-family homes. I feel they 
devote sustained efforts to fairly rep-
resent residents regardless of the type 
of home in which they choose to live.

When Vice Mayor Elizabeth Ben-

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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To the editor: 
The two examples in the 

Nov. 7, 2019 opinion cartoon are 
not equal. Former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden was working to 
protect the interest of the Unit-
ed States by making sure our 
tax dollars were not going to a 
corrupt country which wasn’t 
on board with our principles.

President Donald Trump 
was working to use our tax 
dollars to promote his per-
sonal political interest. It isn’t 
that hard to see the difference. 
Nor is it hard to know one use 
of the power of our country is 
right and the other is wrong.

-Pam and Kerry St. Clair,
Alexandria

Unequal cartoon Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Academic return on investment
One of the key roles of any superinten-

dent is to ensure school division funding 
is sufficient to implement the initiatives 
needed to achieve its goals.

Over the past few years, the city and 
ACPS have partnered to meet the needs 
of the entire city, alongside the desperate 
need to modernize our aging facilities and 
ensure we hire the best staff. Funding a 
school division requires 
consensus-building with 
those who ultimately con-
trol the dollars.

However, an aspect 
that has been missing – or 
has been on the sidelines 
of our budget practices – 
is ensuring return on in-
vestment, like a business 
would. In the field of edu-
cation, this is an academic 
return on investment.

Academic return on investment puts 
students at the heart of the budget pro-
cess and asks how money is serving the 
student directly. 

With students at the heart of the bud-
get process, our focus turns to textbooks, 
safe and comfortable facilities, exemplary 
teachers and caring staff. Academic ROI 
also makes us look at where we are not 
serving students well, and whether we 
need to reallocate funding to schools that 
are not supported well enough.

To ensure we follow through on our 
budget priorities – and in turn deliver 
an A-ROI –ACPS has reviewed its inter-
nal processes and this year is aligning 
the school board, budget and superin-
tendent priorities to ensure they work 
in tandem. This will improve efficient 
delivery of budget priorities and help us 
better measure outcomes.

ACPS has six focus areas for the 
2019-20 school year based on the board’s 
FY2020 budget priorities. These are: 
educational equity, reviewing the bud-
get process, The High School Project, a 
smooth transition of Douglas MacArthur 
Elementary students and staff into tem-
porary swing space while we modern-
ize the school building, developing the 
ACPS 2025 Strategic Plan and ensuring 
we are implementing recommendations 
from the departmental audits we have 

conducted since 2015.
The work around educational equity 

will include division-wide equity train-
ing for school staff, administrators and 
the school board, increased focus on so-
cial, emotional and academic learning 
and the distribution of division-wide in-
structional resources.

Educational equity will also be the focus 
of ACPS 2025, which is current-
ly being developed by a strategic 
planning committee made up of 
60 staff and community members.

ACPS will focus on The High 
School Project and establish an 
industry advisory board to give 
programming guidance to en-
sure it is aligned with the needs 
of the workforce. It will use an 
educational design team to assist 
in designing research-based pro-
gramming, get input from a panel 

of national education experts and continue 
developing the sites needed for the Con-
nected High School Network, including 
Minnie Howard.

The swing space for Douglas MacArthur 
Elementary School will be known as Doug-
las MacArthur at Taney Avenue, and site 
safety will be paramount. Staggered start 
and dismissal times, as well as a reversible 
one-way drop-off lane and increased bus 
usage should ensure arrival and departure 
safety during the two-years Patrick Henry 
and MacArthur share the same site. 

Monitoring the implementation of vari-
ous audits – not just the 2015 Facilities Au-
dit, but the 2016 Talented and Gifted Audit, 
the 2018 Human Resources Audit and the 
2018 Students with Disabilities Audit – will 
help ensure we see an A-ROI. 

Our goals are to ensure our organiza-
tional structure is aligned with strategic 
planning goals, that we deliver fiscally 
responsible operating and capital im-
provement program budgets and that we 
continue to work closely with the city to 
deliver desired outcomes. We deeply ap-
preciate the on-going support from and 
collaboration with the city and we want 
to see this continue and grow this year 
and for years to come.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D

To the editor: 
I am writing in response 

to the editorial, “Supporting 
smart development in the West 
End,” in the Oct. 24 Alexandria 
Times. While the headline is 
sensible, the text is mislead-
ing. It is one thing for citizens 
who oppose change to engage 
in magical thinking; a typical 
citizen does not have access to 
city planning expertise.

The editorial staff of the 
Alexandria Times, however, 
should know better. Put sim-
ply, the Times is pretending 
that our city can grow without 
updating our car-centric trans-
portation network. This is mag-
ical thinking.

The Times suggests that 
concentrating development in 
the west end and not the east, 
“should help appease some of 
the congestion culminating 
in Old Town and Del Ray.” 
This makes no sense. Conges-
tion is addressed by cities the 
world over through action, 
not inaction.

The actions that success-
fully ease car congestion 
come in two flavors.

We can restrict or discour-
age car use, such as in Bogo-
ta, where people are allowed 
to drive on alternate days de-
pending on their odd or even 
license plate numbers. The 
high fees charged by HOT 
lanes are another example of 
discouragement.

Alternatively, we can build 
improved mass transit to at-
tract people away from driv-
ing. With scooters, this can be 
more fun than driving – surely 
we are not opposed to fun?

Instead of inaction or pu-
nitive action, we can have 
safe sidewalks, bike lanes and 
mass transit that “prioritizes 
quality of life.” The choice is 
ours, but we will only like the 
result if we abandon magical 
thinking and put our faith in 
something other than inac-
tion and “adequate parking.”

-Jonathan Krall,
Alexandria

Magical thinking on growth

youths in our community, then 
the NVJDC should remain open. 

Cost to the city can be cut 
by finding other uses for the 40 
to 45 beds that are underuti-
lized. Perhaps a partial remod-
eling can be done on the center 
to provide a separate, 10 or 15 
bed inpatient facility for opioid 
treatment. As our series of sto-
ries in 2017 made clear, there’s 
a shortage of government run 

in-patient treatment options in 
Northern Virginia.

Or perhaps the three juris-
dictions that run the NVJDC can 
further partner with the state to 
place more detainees from oth-
er parts of the region or state in 
the Alexandria facility. McNair 
is also interested in providing 
vocational training options.

Creative thinking can cut 
costs while saving the center. 
We owe these kids a child-cen-
tered solution.

OUR VIEW FROM | 50
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week 
Are you surprised by the Virginia legislature election results?

34% Yes, the Democrats' margin of victory in the House of 
Delegates was larger than I expected.
33% No, I thought the margins might be bigger.
33%  Yes, I'm surprised the write-in candidates in the Senate 
30th and House 45th Districts both got more than 8 percent 
of the vote without campaigning.

This Week 
What do you think should happen to the Northern Virginia 
Juvenile Detention Center located in Alexandria. 

A) Leave it as is. They're doing a great job and provide 
supportive services not available elsewhere.
B) Close it and relocate the detainees. It will save the city a lot of 
money.
C) Find a way to better use the extra space but keep it open.

As fall envelops us, the 
fruit most seen at grocery 
stores and farmer’s markets 
is probably the apple.  Used 
today for pies, salads and 
snacks, apples came to Vir-
ginia principally to be made 
into cider. In fact there were 
only two crabapple varieties 
native to North America be-
fore English colonists began 
to bring apple seedlings with 
them across the ocean. Unlike 
coffee, tea and wine grapes, 
apples from England grew 
easily in Virginia’s climate 
and while most of the early 
varieties were too sour for 
eating, they were fermented 
and squeezed into cider. 

Alexandrians from pre-
vious centuries consumed 
cider regularly, as evidenced 
by advertisements in news-
papers. For example, on Dec. 
5, 1863, during the middle 
of Civil War, R.H. Gemeny 
took out an ad in the Alexan-

dria Gazette, saying that he 
had just received 20 barrels 
of pure apple cider. Others, 
such as George H. Robinson, 
advertised a crab apple ci-
der that probably combined 
methods and materials from 
the New and Old Worlds. 

An 1858 Gazette article 
included a how-to guide for 
fermenting one’s own cider. 
The article claimed:

"The apples should be 
well ripened but not in the 
least decayed. Every apple 
with the least speck of rot in 
it should be removed. … The 
grinding process should be 
performed two days before 
pressing, and the pomace 
be permitted to stand and 
mellow in the vat, until it as-
sumes a deep red color."

The article portrayed 
high-quality cider as suitable 
in case of sickness, perpetu-
ating the urban legend of al-
cohol as a cure-all tonic. 

A contributor in 1869 
claimed that: “Any good apple 
will make cider, but more gen-
erally, an apple full of juice, 
and not the best to Eat will 
make the best. The Virginia 
crab perhaps excels all other 
apples for cider making.”

An Oct. 10, 1870 article 
compared cider with cham-
pagne, saying, “the cham-
pagne usually sold in this 
country is so inferior to good 
bottled cider, unadulterated 
and used in its right name 
that we wonder people do not 
use it in preference.”

Part of cider’s problem, 
according to the newspaper, 
was a perception about class: 
“Cider is such a vulgar drink, 
you know, and only costs five 
dollars for a case of the fin-
est. Champagne is immense-
ly high-toned and retails for 
ten times that.” 

What caused cider’s de-
cline? According to Virginia 

Cider Week, the Industrial 
Revolution and changing 
tastes influenced by a grow-
ing immigrant population 
that preferred beer to cider. 
Prohibition dealt a fatal blow 
to many orchards and cider-
ies in the 20th century.

The Office of Historic Al-
exandria is holding its 5th 
annual Alexandria Cider Fes-
tival on Nov. 23 from 1 to 5 
p.m.  As an official Virginia 
Week event, the Alexandria 
Cider Festival has grown from 
50 to more than 350 attend-
ees. Guests receive a com-
memorative glass, get to hear 
live music and sample ciders 
from the now 10 participating 
cideries.  Tickets can be pur-
chased online at alexandria-
va.gov/shop  for $45 or at the 
door for $55 per person.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

Alexandria and cider

nett-Parker stated she vis-
ited homes in the Seminary 
Road area, I have no doubt 
that she did. When she stat-
ed she traveled out of state to 
research chicken processing 
facilities and the surround-
ing neighborhoods, I have no 
doubt that she did.

I would be disappoint-
ed if she divulged the gen-

eral location of those with 
whom she spoke during her 
research. She has shown 
respect for their privacy. I 
would expect any private 
conversation I have with 
council members to remain 
private. I have no interest in 
knowing the contents of pri-
vate correspondence others 
have with council members.

I know of a resident who 
was in favor of the design 

change but would not sign 
a petition for fear of retri-
bution. This is an abhorrent 
way for people to have to live 
in a city that promotes un-
derstanding for those with 
different viewpoints.

As they say, “Win some, 
lose some.” Either way, we 
move on to what comes next. 
At present I am probably at 
a 1 percent win and 99 per-
cent loss record with the en-

deavors I have participated 
in for our city. Disappoint-
ments, yes, but there will be 
many more opportunities in 
the future. I am not bitter 
or hostile toward those who 
made the decisions. They 
gave their best effort and 
that’s all that can be asked.

We need to treat our elect-
ed officials with respect.

-Carolyn Griglione,
Alexandria

RESPECT FROM | 50
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Weekly Words

PIKE'S PEAK by David Alfred Bywaters, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Settled tendency
6. "That was ___, this is now!"
10. Goals
14. Diamonds and rubies
18. Saudi neighbor
19. "Carpe diem," updated
20. Baghdad's country
21. Singer O'Day
23. Ben & Jerry?
26. Bedside light sources
27. Memo heading words
28. Required
29. Baby bird's bill?
31. Little ___ (Vietnamese 

enclave)
33. Honeypie
35. Metes out
36. Demeter, to Romans
38. Temporary shelters
40. Observe
41. Device for measuring onion 

strength?
45. Unnamed source's dilemma?
50. Used to own
51. One may go "beep boop"
53. Insulting allegation
54. Neighborhood in London or 

New York
55. Fail to be
58. 2001 corporate failure

60. Terse admission of falsehood
63. Oath
64. Jeans measure
66. Military leader's winning or 

losing spells?
69. Many drs. are in it
70. Lamb's dam
71. Cyber ops grp.
72. Quick recipe claim?
80. Frenzied
84. Unwell
85. "Actually, that is true about 

me!"
86. Fairy relatives
88. Tree service?
89. "The Simpsons" character 

Krabappel
91. Autocorrect might correct one
93. Black Panther Bobby
95. Understanding
96. Source of frightening broad-

casts?
100. Place to plop down after a 

long day?
103. Chamomile drink
104. "Hop ___" (Dr. Seuss classic)
106. Tests for future drs.
107. "Don't give in!"
110. Australian lass
113. Drink raiser's words
116. Eden garment?
119. Swathe

121. Until
122. Muppet with a rubber duckie
123. First to arrive on the playing 

field?
126. Modern pagan religion
127. "Jeopardy!" creator Griffin
128. Braxton who sang "Let It 

Flow"
129. Pain relief brand
130. They may twinkle or light up
131. Noncommittal response
132. Bird feeder supply
133. Little kids

DOWN
1. Arizona natives
2. Washer maker
3. You can't pass them on highways
4. Whole number
5. Bronze component
6. Aston Martin wheel
7. Washed (down)
8. Say "nothin' doin'," say
9. Like some diet foods
10. Alaska and American
11. Rage
12. Address for some drill ser-

geants
13. 640 acres (Abbr.)
14. Astronomer condemned by 

the Inquisition
15. Harmful helpers

16. Old copy machine, briefly
17. March parade VIP
22. Requests
24. Group of nine
25. Skin care brand
30. Tweed tormentor
32. Structural chart type, infor-

mally
34. Often-abbreviated list ender
37. Certain
39. Day of the Dead prop
41. Laotian's neighbor
42. Merit
43. Dinner announcer
44. Word on an Irish euro
46. Rainbow goddess
47. Gravlax alternative
48. "In that case, I have no ob-

jection"
49. Drags behind
52. Gifted person?
56. Approach
57. Motown's Terrell
59. Post-makeover self
61. Carve into a desk, say
62. What paint does slowly
65. Minute ___ lemonade
67. Staggers
68. Apiece
72. Feudal domain
73. Like a shoppe
74. Arm bone

75. ___ bene
76. "It's of no ___ me"
77. Poisons
78. With, in France
79. Shakespearean king with 

three daughters
81. Looks surreptitiously
82. Notion
83. Fraction of a quarter
87. Shut noisily
90. Crafty trick
92. Likely to tip over
94. It's often made in a hurry
97. Act in the capacity of
98. Render docile
99. Interminably
101. Trilby or fedora
102. With determination
105. Moves about a foot?
107. Made bubbles, say
108. Unsettling
109. Like five-star hotels
111. Gaston's sidekick in "Beauty 

and the Beast"
112. Unescorted
114. Ward (off)
115. Heavy volumes
117. Northern Scandinavian
118. Nonbinary pronoun
120. Doing the job
124. Period
125. Took a chair

JOHN BLIZZARD (84), of Alexandria, Oct. 28, 2019
JAMES FALK (94), of Alexandria, Nov. 6, 2019
DORIS HANN (91), of Alexandria, Nov. 3, 2019
PETER HUHN (87), of Alexandria, Nov. 3, 2019
LEO LEWIS (69), of Alexandria, Nov. 2, 2019
ROGER S. LUDLOW (69), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 10, 
2019
THOMAS B. PROFFITT (76) of Alexandria, Nov. 7, 2019
GERALD PUTMAN (79), of Alexandria, Nov. 2, 2019
CANARIA B. QUANDER (93), of Alexandria, Nov. 2, 2019
WILLIAM TALCOTT (67), of Alexandria, Nov. 4, 2019

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
 ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net
GUN AUCTION! Online only guns, 
ammo, and swords auction.  
Ending soon! Over 100 items. 
Rhoadesville VA. Bid now: 
wilsonauctionco.com. VAAF# 
2908000769. 
Do you have old stamps, coins, 
or documents? EV Stamps in 
Richmond is actively seeking 
consignments for our weekly 
auctions. Call Emerald Ventures 
804-266-3071 or visit www.
evstamps.com.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION: 
THURS. DEC 5 AT 4PM. 311 
Acres offered in 6 large tracts 
and 10 one-acre building lots. 
The zoning offers great potential 
for commercial, industrial, 
residential, agricultural, and 
recreational uses. Long public 
road frontage. Land joins George 
Washington National Forest. 

Located on Magnolia Ave. (Rte. 
501) across from Dickinson Ln. 
in Buena Vista, VA. Minimum 
bid $572,000 (plus 5% buyer's 
premium). Contact Woltz & 
Associates, Inc. Brokers & 
Auctioneers - VA#321. 800-551-
3588 - woltz.com

RVA TAX SALE. Online and 
onsite auction for 60+/- City 
of Richmond tax delinquent 
properties. Bidding begins 
Wed., Nov. 20 at 2 p.m. Preview 
properties online. Motleys, 
3600 Deepwater Terminal 
Rd., Richmond, VA | www.
motleys.com/rvataxsale | 
877-MOTLEYS. VAL16

ONLINE AUCTION Construction 
Equipment & Trucks. Wayjo 
Co. Total Liquidation Auction 
includes Excavators, Directional 
Drills, Trucks, Trailers, Tools 
and Much More. Bid Tues., 
Nov. 19 - Thurs, Nov. 21 at 11 
am. BID ONLINE @ MOTLEYS.
COM. Motleys Industrial | 
877-MOTLEYS. VAL16

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 

Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204- 4130

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS

Need CDL Drivers?     
Advertise your JOB 
OPENINGS statewide or in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
to reach truck drivers. Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 

WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VIR-
GINIA

FINANCE DEPARTMENT/PUR-
CHASING DIVISION

SUITE 301 - BANKER'S SQUARE
100 NORTH PITT STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

22314

Sealed proposals for the City of 
Alexandria per specifications will 
be received in the office of the Pur-
chasing Division until the date and 
time designated as follows:

Title: Request for Qualifications 
No. 862, Design for Interactive 
Fountain and Public Space
Non-Mandatory pre-proposal con-
ference/site visits: November 18th, 
2019 @ 11 a.m. local time:

Purchasing Conference Room, 100 
N. Pitt St, Suite 301, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314

For general inquiries contact Jor-
dan Howar, Contract Specialist, at 
jordan.howar@alexandriava.gov.

The City of Alexandria reserves 
the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicita-
tion, and to waive any informal-
ities or irregularities in proce-
dure.  THE CITY REQUIRES 
ITS CONTRACTORS TO BE 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EM-
PLOYERS.

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, 
VIRGINIA FINANCE DE-

PARTMENT/PURCHASING 
DIVISION SUITE 301 - BANK-

ER'S SQUARE 100 NORTH 
PITT STREET ALEXANDRIA, 

VIRGINIA 22314 

Sealed proposals for the City of 
Alexandria per specifications will 
be received in the office of the 
Purchasing Division until the date 
and time designated as follows: 
Title: Request for Proposals No. 
853, Annual Fireworks Display. 
Closing Date and Time: Decem-
ber 11, 2019, 4:00 p.m., prevailing 
local time. 

For general inquiries contact Peter 
Tomaselli, Contract Specialist II at 
Peter.Tomaselli@alexandriava.gov. 
The City of Alexandria reserves the 
right to reject any and all propos-
als, cancel this solicitation, and to 
waive any informalities or irregu-
larities in procedure. THE CITY 
REQUIRES ITS CONTRACTORS 
TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYERS.

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, 
VIRGINIA

FINANCE DEPARTMENT/
PURCHASING DIVISION

SUITE 301 - BANKER'S 
SQUARE

Classifieds

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Mixed Beverage on-premise, Beer and Wine on-premise

Monarch Novelties LLC

The Handover

728 King St.  

Alexandria

City of Alexandria 22314

Oglesby Management, by Anna Perault, manager
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100 NORTH PITT STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

22314

Sealed proposals for the City of 
Alexandria per specifications will 
be received in the office of the Pur-
chasing Division until the date and 
time designated as follows:

Title: Request for Proposals No. 
872, Transportation Master Plan 
Update – Phase II.

Closing Date and Time: December 
10, 3:00 p.m., prevailing local time

For general inquiries contact James 
Pearson, Contract Specialist, at 
james.pearson@alexandriava.gov.

The City of Alexandria reserves the 
right to reject any and all propos-
als, cancel this solicitation, and to 
waive any informalities or irregu-
larities in procedure.  THE CITY 
REQUIRES ITS CONTRACTORS 
TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYERS.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
FY 2021-2030 Capital Improve-
ment Program (CIP) Budget 
during the Special Called School 
Board Meeting held at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, November 25, 2019, in 
the School Board Meeting Room 
located at 1340 Braddock Place, 
Alexandria. For more information 
or to register to speak at the public 
hearing, please contact the Clerk of 
the Board at 703-619-8316 or email 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
DECEMBER 2019

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 

at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future date. 
For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2019
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2019
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

Special Use Permit #2019-0039
Riparian area adjacent to 0 Prince 
Street (used and owned by 200 
Strand Street) - Old Dominion 
Boat Club Pier Expansion
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Per-
mit to replace and expand a facility 
used for the docking or berthing of 
boats or ships; zoned: W-1/ Water-
front mixed use.
Applicant: Old Dominion Boat 
Club (ODBC), represented by 
Duncan W. Blair, attorney

Special Use Permit #2019-0080
1417 Princess Street - Parking Re-
duction and Lot Modifications
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Per-
mit for a parking reduction with lot 
modifications for the construction 
of a single-family dwelling; zoned: 
RB/Townhouse.
Applicant: Ala Awadallah

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUB-

LIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held by the 
Board of Architectural Review on 
WEDNESDAY, December 4, 2019 
beginning at 7:00 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the follow-
ing applications:

BAR #2019-00241 OHAD
Request for new construction at 
2901 Potomac Avenue (2405, 2501, 
3701 Potomac Avenue, 3251 Poto-
mac Avenue [Parcel ID 016.04-01-
01], 700 Carpenter Road, 1702 and 
1880 Potomac Greens Drive)
Applicants: City of Alexandria and 
Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority (WMATA)

BAR #2019-00452 OHAD
Request for alterations at 317 Prince 
Street 
Applicant: Stephen King - Portfolio 
Manager 

BAR #2019-00454 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ cap-
sulation at 121 South Henry Street 
Applicant: Brendan Owens

BAR #2019-00455 OHAD
Request for addition & alterations at 
121 South Henry Street
Applicant: Brendan Owens 

BAR #2019-00456 OHAD
Request for alterations at 312 North 
Pitt Street
Applicants: Christopher & Tracey 
Silk

BAR #2019-00478 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ cap-
sulation at 204 South Pitt Street
Applicants: Patrick & Laurie 
Jennings

BAR #2019-00477 OHAD
Request for alterations at 204 South 
Pitt Street
Applicants: Patrick & Laurie 
Jennings 

BAR #2019-00480 PG
Request for addition & waiver of 
rooftop HVAC screening at 1310 
Queen Street 
Applicants: Ildar Abdullin & Anna 
Kachalova

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

For reasonable disability accommo-
dation, contact Graciela.Moreno@
alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Information about the above 

item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning & Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, or 
at 703.746.3833 www.alexandriava.
gov/dockets. 

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Akseizer Design Group LLC

Goldfinch

806 N Fairfax St

Alexandria

22314-1703

Gift Shop

Jeffrey Akseizer



56 | NOVEMBER 14, 2019 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Celebrating 24 YEARS of service to my clients and my community! 

Janet Caterson Price
Alexandria Real Estate Specialist  |  NVAR Lifetime Top Producer
703.622.5984  |  janetpricehomes.com  |  janet@janetpricehomes.com  
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Your style is unique, I’ve got you covered.

7615 Southdown Road

6040 Edgweood Terrace

6103 Vernon Terrace

8244 Native Violet Drive

6006 Grove Drive

6030 Fort Hunt Road

5908 Sandbrook Court

6035 Grove Drive

6008 Grove Drive

1200 Crystal Dr #1713 & 1714

9350 Mount Vernon Circle

520 1/2 S Pitt Street

6036 Fort Hunt Road

6035 Woodmont Road

2943 Landover Street

1800 Hunting Cove Place

1812 Duffield Lane

1906 Duffield Lane

Open Sunday 11/17, 2-4 p.m. in Belle Haven
6014 Grove Drive – 5,000 finished, luxury-filled square feet offered at $1,340,000

Equal Housing Opportunity


