
Previously approved 
Potomac Yard rede-
velopment plan gets 
upgrades
BY LUKE ANDERSON

With construction slated 
to begin by the end of 2020, 
the Virginia Tech Innovation 
Campus is giving Potomac 
Yard a major makeover. 

City council and the plan-
ning commission considered 
improvements to previous-
ly approved redevelopment 
plans for North Potomac 
Yard during a joint work 
session on Nov. 12. The im-
provements are the first to 
be released since Virginia 
Tech announced in June that 

New computer science 
center opens on King 
Street this weekend
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Come Saturday, there’s a 
new game in town.

Code Ninjas, a franchise of 
education centers that teach 
young students coding, is 

set to open a new location at 
4694 King St. this weekend. 

Code Ninjas aims to edu-
cate its students using some-
thing they’re already famil-
iar with: video games. Based 
around a karate theme, staff 
refer to the center as a dojo, 

Titans defeat West 
Springfield 21-20 for 
first playoff win in 29 
years
BY LUKE ANDERSON

T.C. Williams’ varsity 
football team won its first 
playoff game in almost 30 

years last Friday night, de-
feating West Springfield 
21-20 and advancing to the 
district semifinals.

While the Titans have 
gone to the playoffs as re-
cently as 2017, this was the 
team’s first playoff win since 
1990, according to athletic 

director James Parker.
The Titans finished the 

regular season with a 7-3 
record and were seeded fifth 
in the Gunston District, Di-
vision 6A playoff rankings. 

Coach James Longer-
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T.C. Williams placeholder Cade Linehan and kicker Nicolas Gutierrez during the Titans' playoff win.
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A sign along Potomac Avenue welcomes Virginia Tech to the city.
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Wishing you a  
Happy Thanksgiving!

Christine Roland Garner

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert
R E A L T O R S

HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE   HOME TOUR
I am collecting unwrapped toys & books benefiting

Please bring your new, unwrapped toys 
for children ages 5 and under to my  
office located at 121 N. Pitt St., Old 
Town Alexandria by December 9th

DEL RAY

Fabulous 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath Dutch Colonial with 
off street parking. Totally renovated and expanded 

in 2018 with a wonderful open floor plan.  Gourmet 
kitchen with quartz counters and island breakfast 

bar opens to the dining room and living room with 
French doors to a deep fenced yard. Main level half 

bath and study. Three upper level bedrooms including 
the Owner’s suite with walk-in closet. 

$989,000  - Under Contract
DEL RAY

Beautiful 4 bedroom (all upper level), 3 bath colonial 
with off street parking.  Prime location just a short 

stroll to shopping & restaurants on “The Avenue” and 
Braddock METRO. Living room with gas fireplace 
and formal dining room.  Eat-in kitchen with granite 

counters, 42” natural wood cabinetry and adjacent fam-
ily room with abundant windows. Lower level features a 
recreation room, 3rd bath, laundry and storage rooms.  

$1,075,000
WATERGATE OF OLD TOWN

$695,000 - Under Contract

Awesome 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath end condo/town-
house with 2 garage parking spaces located just 

steps from shopping and restaurants in north Old 
Town.  Living room with fireplace and access to 
the patio. Dining room that is open to the reno-

vated kitchen with granite counters, breakfast bar 
and SS appliances.  Three upper level bedrooms 

with 2 updated baths including the Owner’s suite.  

A
Corporate

GOLD
Sponsor

Holiday Designer  
Tour of Homes

Saturday, December 7th,  
12:30 - 4 p.m.

The Campagna Center’sThe Campagna Center
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The Alexandria Police 
Department is currently in-
vestigating a fatal crash that 
occurred on Saturday and left 
a pedestrian dead, according 
to an APD news release.

Around 7:35 a.m. on Sat-
urday, officers responded to 
calls that a pedestrian had 
been struck at the intersec-

tion of Duke and Sweeley 
streets, near the Alexandria 
Commons shopping center 
that is home to Giant, Panera 
Bread and Glory Days Grill.

John Thompson, 77, of 
Fairfax County, had been 
crossing Duke Street when he 
was struck by a motor vehi-
cle, according to the release. 

Thompson was taken to a lo-
cal hospital but died from his 
injuries at the hospital.

The investigation is on-
going and APD asks that any-
one with information contact 
Officer Charles Gardiner at 
703-408-6375.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

INOVA’s bloodmobile will 
be parked at the Del Ray Farm-
ers Market on Saturday from 8 
a.m. to noon and it has a little 
something extra for those that 
decide to give blood.

Anyone who donates 
blood during Saturday’s 
blood drive will be entered 
into a raffle to win two 
Washington Capitals tickets 
for the Dec. 9 game, accord-

ing to a news release.
Those that donate must 

have valid photo ID and al-
low an hour for donation.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Pedestrian killed in Duke 
Street crash

Del Ray Farmers Market blood  
donations can net Capitals tickets

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Carpenter’s Shelter hit 
the $2 million fundraising 
goal for its New Heights 
Campaign on Monday 
courtesy of a $300,000 cash 
gift from Amazon, Carpen-
ter’s Shelter announced in 
a news release. Amazon’s 
contribution was the sin-
gle largest donation to the 
shelter’s campaign.

The campaign, which 
launched in May in part-
nership with the Alexan-
dria Housing Development 
Corporation, will fund re-
development of the shel-
ter’s Old Town location. 
Carpenter’s Shelter de-
molished its old facility at 

930 N. Henry St. and began 
construction on the site, 
which will double as an af-
fordable housing complex, 
in August 2018. 

Completion of the new 
facility is planned for 2020 
and, when finished, the 
shelter will provide 60 
beds, a day shelter for the 
chronically homeless and 
a winter shelter. The sev-
en-story affordable hous-
ing complex to be located 
above the shelter called 
The Bloom will have 87 af-
fordable apartments and 10 
permanent housing units, 
according to the release.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Amazon gift helps  
Carpenter’s Shelter 
reach fundraising goal
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We will be back in Spring.
Keep in touch, try out Boutique Box BB service while we are gone. Sign 

up on ncdresscode.com. Follow us on Instagram at mbtrueufordresscode.

SALE on selected items. 

Happy Holidays!

Nov. 29th: last day of Popup at 
the Seedling Collective.

121 South Royal St.  
Alexandria, VA 22314

WEEKLY BRIEFINGWEEKLY BRIEFING

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

Thursday, November 28th, 
9:00 a.m. to noon
To register go to  
www.alexandriaturkeytrot.com

Proudly supporting 
Alexandria 
Turkey Trot

On Nov. 12, the RUN! 
GEEK! RUN! team present-
ed National Industries for 
the Blind with a check for 
$20,000 – the record-break-
ing proceeds from the Sept. 
29 5K run. This year, RUN! 
GEEK! RUN! attracted 415 

registrants, 29 sponsors, 40 
donors and 50 volunteers, 
according to a news release.

NIB’s Business Leaders 
Program will be the direct 
benefactor of RUN! GEEK! 
RUN!’s proceeds. This pro-
gram provides business 

management training, 
hands-on professional de-
velopment and supervision 
coursework to enhance the 
career success of people 
who are blind, according to 
the release. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

COURTESY PHOTO
From left to right: Rita Foss (Ironistic), Jennifer King and Kevin Lynch (NIB), Stacey and Fulvio Padova 
(Hudson Studio), Eugene and Chris Foss (Ironistic).

RUN! GEEK! RUN! donates  
record-breaking proceeds

The first Alexandria Mak-
ers Market will bring more 
than 22 local artisans to Port 
City Brewing Company from 
noon to 6 p.m. on Sunday, 
according to a news release. 

“My intention with Alex-
andria Makers Market is to 
celebrate all the hard-work-
ing creatives based in our 
city, and to enable opportu-
nities for us to showcase our 
talent,” market founder Alys-
sa Kovach said in a statement.

Three ticketed workshop 
events are also scheduled to 
take place throughout the 
event, including lessons in 
how to make bath bombs and 
hand-lettered ornaments, 
according to the event web-
site. Tickets for the work-
shops must be purchased in 
advance. All participants 
will receive a complementary 
pint of Port City beer during 
the class.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Local artisans set to show-
case goods at Alexandria 
Makers Market

The Department of Com-
munity and Human Services 
is looking for volunteers to 
take part in Holiday Sharing 
2019, an annual program that 
provides gifts to low-income 
families, senior and disabled 
citizens and children in the 
foster care system.

Through DCHS, residents 
can sponsor wish lists in or-
der to ensure all Alexandri-
ans enjoy the holiday season, 
according to the city website. 

Community volunteers 
help parents record their 
wish lists, which are com-
posed of clothing, toys, 
books, grocery store gift 
cards and other items, ac-
cording to DCHS’ online 
guidelines for givers.

Visit https://apps.alexan-
driava.gov/HolidaySharing/ 
or email holidaysharing@
alexandriava.gov for more 
information. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Holiday Sharing 2019  
looking for volunteers



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  NOVEMBER 21, 2019 | 5 IDIWM26978-Alex Times-Full-Page-11-7-HR.pdf   1   10/31/19   10:06 AM



6 | NOVEMBER 21, 2019 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

‘The Legacy Sessions’ 
brings 95-year-old  
Alexandria actress  
out of retirement
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The film industry has bal-
looned into something un-
gainly and unsustainable for 
filmmakers who are trying 
to create a project without a 
cape-wearing hero. 

Streaming has made the 
theater-going experience less 
enticing, studios are more 
risk averse than ever and the 
middle budget film has gone 
the way of the dinosaur. 

However, the tools for 
creating and distributing 
low-budget, independent 
films have never been easier to 
access. Local filmmaker David 
Ashton remains proof that as 
long as passion and creativity 
exist, there is fertile soil for 
burgeoning filmmakers.

Ashton’s new short film, 
“The Legacy Sessions,” is 
set to begin filming today. 
Almost fully funded by a 
crowdfunding campaign that 

closes Sunday, the film tells 
the story of two women, a 
moody teenager and a cheery 
95-year-old who spark an un-
likely friendship.

Ashton works part-time 
as a bartender at Port City 
Brewery, but he also runs a 

freelance video production 
company called Sequioa Pic-
tures. “Mysterious Prison,” 
his low-budget feature about 
homelessness in D.C., was 
a finalist in a D.C. televi-
sion pitch contest, Pitchfest, 
while his most recent short 
film, “A Celebrity,” screened 
at last year’s Alexandria Film 
Festival, as well as other re-
gional film festivals.

Since “A Celebrity,” Ash-
ton had a major project fall 
apart while he was searching 
for funding. Amid the fallout 
of this failed project, Ash-
ton had time to think about 
his next move. He ultimately 

decided to return to an idea 
that he’d been wanting to 
make for years.

“For a long time, I’ve 
wanted to tell a story that 
was a multi-generational 
story about two people con-
necting,” Ashton said. 

The initial inspiration for 
what would end up becoming 
“The Legacy Sessions” was 
Ashton’s relationship with 
his grandmother, who died 
from Alzheimer’s Disease 
about five years ago. 

Ashton recorded con-
versations with his grand-
mother – and even ended up 
using some of her quotes ver-
batim in the script – and ob-
served how Americans often 
fail to value the elderly.

Ashton further devel-
oped his idea after learning 
about the real-life Legacy 
Sessions, a program in Vir-
ginia Beach in which Ash-
ton’s sister was involved.

“This high school basi-
cally connected with a lo-
cal retirement community 
and each student got paired 
with a senior and got three 
meetings or sessions,” Ash-
ton said. “It culminated 
with them performing a 
monologue as the person 
they’re paired with.”

“The Legacy Sessions” 
film brings together two 
women, Darby and Flora, 
who couldn’t be more differ-
ent, through a fictional ver-
sion of the same program.

Darby is a teenager griev-
ing after the death of her 

mother. Flora is 95 years old 
and content with the life she’s 
lived. Despite their differenc-
es, the two women both find 
themselves marginalized by 
a society that devalues and 
misunderstands them – Dar-
by because of her youth; Flora 
because of her age.

For Julie Kashmanian, 
who was cast as Darby in 
September, the story bridges 
a generational gap that has, 
recently, become even wider.

“I feel like people that I 
talk to, or the culture that 
I’m in, there does tend to be 
this patronizing idea that 
generational gaps are not 
worth bridging a lot of the 
time,” Kashmanian said. 
“… I’ve always hated that 
kind of outlook. I think we 
should all at least just try 
to understand each other. 
I hope that people can at 
least come away from this 
film with the idea that there 
is value in trying to reach 
across that divide even if it 
takes a little work.”

In Darby and Flora, Ashton 
parallels the experiences of 
two “seniors,” both of whom 
are isolated for different rea-
sons, Ashton said. The dy-
namic between the withdrawn 
and sullen Darby and the en-
thusiastic Flora – partially 
inspired by the mismatched 
relationship in “Midnight 
Cowboy” – makes for an un-
likely budding friendship.

“[Flora’s] very expressive, 
and the characters are so dif-
ferent because her character 
is so expressive and mine is 
so withdrawn. It’s interest-
ing to find that dynamic,” 
Kashmanian said.

After the frustration of 
trying and failing to secure 
funding from angel investors 
for his last project, Ashton 
turned to crowdfunding for 
“The Legacy Sessions.”

Ashton assembled his 

1000 N. Highland Street, Arlington, VA 22201
703-218-5180 • mstreetbank.com

Member FDIC

Bank Where
You Breathe

Streamline your Business Banking

Innovative, convenient cash 
management solutions

Increase efficiencies and stay  
ahead of the competition

©
©

©

Local independent film bridges generation gap
I think we should all at least just 
try to understand each other. I 
hope that people can at least come 

away from this film with the idea that 
there is value in trying to reach across 
that divide even if it takes a little work.”

– Julie Kashmanian, 
actress

SEE LEGACY | 8

PHOTO/SEQUOIA PICTURES
Director and writer David 
Ashton launched a crowdfund-
ing campaign for "The Legacy 
Sessions" on Seed & Spark. 
The project is currently at 
$14,915, which is 84 percent 
of its $17,700 funding goal.
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The Gift of Gratitude

Licensed in Virginia  |  703.851.2556  |  kristenjones.com  |  kristen@kristenjones.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Equal Housing Opportunity

In appreciation of your friendship and continued support, receive a complimentary vase and create a 
custom floral arrangement led by a local florist – compliments of Kristen Jones, Alexandria Specialist.

Saturday, November 23 
9am-12pm 

Boxwood 128 South Royal Street   
RSVP to summer@kristenjones.com 
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The pets-in-waiting are asking Santa for a home of their own this 
holiday.  Your donation sustains them while they wait.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Now being accepted at the Alexandria Animal Shelter; your year-end 
donations for a very good cause. 

Donate today to make a difference in the lives of dogs & cats like 
Phoenix. The pets-in-waiting are asking Santa for a home of their 
own this holiday.  Your donation sustains them while they wait. 

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

~ Phoenix  ~ 

~ Tax Deductible Contributions  ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

Exclusive provider of the Shuman’s Jelly Cake
An Alexandria tradition since 1876

Available by advance order only by website or phone. 
www.ShumansBakery.com

(703) 683-1876
Free delivery to zip codes 22301-22315
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2011-12_shumans_alextimes.pdf   1   12/5/11   11:48 AM

PHOTO/SEQUOIA PICTURES
 In "The Legacy Sessions," Julie Kashmanian and Bonnie Jourdan star, respectively, as Darby, a 
grieving teenager, and Flora, a 95-year-old woman content with her life.

creative team and launched 
a campaign on Seed & Spark 
with a funding goal of $17,700 
for the production budget. He 
started contacting everyone 
he knew in hopes of building 
a network of loyal, invested 
supporters.

The project needed to 
reach 80 percent of its fund-
raising goal by Nov. 24 in 
order to actually receive the 
money from donors. The proj-
ect reached the benchmark 
earlier this week. As of press 
time, it had raised $14,925, or 
84 percent of its funding goal, 
with 165 contributors. 

Depending on how much 
money people donate to “The 
Legacy Sessions,” donors 
can receive rewards ranging 
from a movie poster or dig-
ital download to a custom 
soundtrack cassette or billing 
as an executive producer on 
the poster and in the credits.

“The best thing about the 
model is that it involves the 
community,” Ashton said. 
“It’s literally funded by fam-
ily, friends [and] people who 
are local who want to see a 

project like this. It allows 
them to be invested in the 
process from start to finish, 
which is really cool.”

Since starting the cam-
paign, Ashton and his team 
have already cast all six of 
the major roles. At every step 
of the process, Ashton has 
emphasized local talent and 
authenticity, he said.

The film will shoot in a Vir-
ginia Beach retirement home 
and the actual high school 
where the Legacy Sessions 
originated. Retirees and stu-
dents, some of whom were in-
volved in the Legacy Sessions, 
will act as extras in the film.

Paying tribute to his local 
roots, Ashton is putting to-
gether a soundtrack of songs 
from D.C. area punk rock 
bands including Infant Is-
land, Park Snakes and Rabid 
Flash Mob.

Kashmanian, originally 
from Arlington, is a senior 
at George Mason and beat 
out about 300 other actress-
es for the role of Darby. Ja-
cob Glasser, the actor cast as 
Darby’s best friend, recently 
graduated from T.C. Wil-
liams High School. 

Meanwhile, Bonnie Jour-
dan, a 95-year-old actress 
with more than 25 years of 
experience performing at 
the Little Theatre of Alex-
andria, came out of retire-
ment to play Flora. Her ca-
reer may have started late 
– Jourdan only started per-
forming at the LTA after she 
quit real estate at 72 – but 
she said she’s finally ready 
for a starring role.

“It’s such a wonderful op-
portunity for me, and I think 
this is probably my swan song,” 
Jourdan said with a chuckle.

Jourdan has become inex-
tricably linked with project: 
Ashton rewrote the part to 
better fit her and ended up 
using some quotes from her 
in the script, much like he did 
with his grandmother.

“In the early drafts, the 
character was much more sar-
castic and irreverent whereas 
now she’s a much sweeter 
character, more soulful, I 
think, just because that’s who 
she is,” Ashton said.

“He sat me down and talk-
ed to me for a long time and I 

LEGACY FROM | 6

SEE LEGACY | 9
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said, ‘I see a lot of my lines in 
the [script],” Jourdan laughed.

The transition from the-
ater to film acting has been 
a learning experience for 
the veteran actress. She 
no longer needs to proj-
ect to the back seats. In-
stead, Ashton is asking her 
to bring her performance 
down a few notches.

“He doesn’t want me 
to act at all. He doesn’t 
want me to show any emo-
tion,” Jourdan said. “I am 
just talking in a monotone 
through the whole thing. I 
feel terrible about my per-
formance. He wants it down, 
down, down and I know that 
I’m too big for film.”

“She doesn’t realize how 
good she is,” Ashton inter-
jected.

As the team’s crowd-
funding campaign nears its 
end date – and the project 
inches closer to its funding 
goal – Ashton has started 

the rehearsal process with 
Kashmanian and Jourdan. 
Through words on the page 
and the silences in between, 
the three are finding the 
heart of “The Legacy Ses-
sions,” Ashton said.

Regardless of whether the 
project reaches its funding 
goal, Ashton said he will go 
through with “The Legacy 
Sessions.” It’s not a matter of 
“if,” but “when.”

“I’ve kind of figured out 

that I just like telling sto-
ries,” Ashton said. “… If I 
ever get to make movies on a 
larger scale, I might never get 
to, but I can still try to make 
films that touch on things 
that I care about and that, for 

me, are ways of communicat-
ing ideas to other people.”

To contribute to the film’s 
crowdfund, go to www.seed-
andspark.com/fund/the-lega-
cy-sessions. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

631 S Patrick St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

www.SunBriteWindowsandDoors.com

We’re Here To Help... Let Us Be 
Your “Personal Window Consultants!”

703 912-0300
*Discount applies to savings off purchase & installation cost of 4 Windows. Restrictions and conditions

apply, Call us for details. Cannot be combined with previous purchase. Full Frame Installations. 

“We were amazed that all 6 of our windows could be installed in
one day. The windows are gorgeous, and make our house look
beautiful and we are looking forward to big savings on 
our heating bills this winter.” Ryan & Louise

Create A Thermal Barrier To Protect Your Home From The
Winter Cold, With Our Sierra Pacific Replacement Windows!

OPEN HOUSE
You’re Invited
Saturday - 10 to 3
Nov. 23, 30, Dec. 7!

• See the latest Window 
and Door trends.

• FREE Drawing For  
$3,000 of New Windows.

• FREE Drawing For  
$2,000 New Entry Door.

• Come meet the     
Window & Door pros.

• Food & Refreshments

631 S Patrick St.  Showroom
Alexandria, Virginia

3599
INSTANT REBATE

Special SALE

25
The COST 

Of Each Window*

%
OFF

Plus...
25
The INSTALLATION 
Of Each Window*

%
OFF

Alexandria Gazette 11-21-19_Alexandria Gazette 9-25-19  11/19/19  4:10 PM  Page 1

PHOTO/SEQUOIA PICTURES
From left to right: Actress Julie Kashmanian, director and writer David Ashton and actor Jacob Glasser.

LEGACY FROM | 8
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ACPS develops miti-
gation measures for 
parking, congestion 
BY MISSY SCHROTT

At Saturday’s public hear-
ing, city council unanimous-
ly approved plans to use the 
old Patrick Henry School 
building as an interim swing 
space for Douglas MacArthur 
Elementary School students 
while their school is rebuilt.

Douglas MacArthur had 
been on the back burner for 
years as various schools in Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
system underwent renova-
tions and rebuilds. Earlier 
this year, the school board 
decided to utilize the oppor-
tunity the Patrick Henry ren-
ovation project presented and 
move ahead with a rebuild for 
the deferred school. 

ACPS and the city began 
working together about five 
years ago on a plan to trans-
form Patrick Henry from a 
650-student, pre-k through 
fifth grade school into a 
900-student kindergarten 
through eighth grade school 
and recreation center.

The new Patrick Henry 
School and Recreation Center 
was built on the same prop-
erty as the old school build-
ing. The new facility opened 
on Jan. 22 after 18 months of 
construction, during which 
students continued to attend 
classes at the old building.

While the old building was 
originally slated for demolition 
in March, the school board 
voted on April 4 to use the 
old building as a swing space 
during a Douglas MacArthur 
rebuild – just two weeks after 
informing the community.

Using the old building as 
a swing space will allegedly 
save ACPS about $60 million, 
the price architects estimate 
it would cost to build or find 
another temporary space for 
Douglas MacArthur students 

during the rebuild. 
The vote initially drew 

masses of frustrated Patrick 
Henry parents and residents 
who live near the school, sev-
eral of them voicing concerns 
about traffic, equity, the 
timeframe of the decision 
and the resulting delayed 
opening of the athletic fields 
slated to be built on the loca-
tion of the old building. 

Since that preliminary 
school board vote, plans 
have solidified for the swing 
space. On Saturday, city staff 
gave council a presentation 
detailing parking, traffic and 
other mitigation measures 
that will go into effect during 
the interim period while the 
school acts as a swing space. 

One of the major chang-
es is the addition of a looped 
road through the Patrick 
Henry property that will cir-
cle the old building and facili-
tate student drop off and pick 
up. The looped road, which 

is intended to remove vehi-
cle traffic on Taney Avenue, 
will begin at the northern en-
trance of the parking lot, have 
tiers of parking throughout 
and branch off into a smaller 
parking lot  directly below the 
rec center, according to Car-
son Lucarelli, an urban plan-
ner with the Department of 
Planning and Zoning.

In addition, ACPS will 
construct almost a mile of 
new sidewalks, as well as 
speed tables and crosswalks. 

To mitigate the masses of 
students and teachers who 
will now occupy the prop-
erty, ACPS plans to stagger 
start and dismissal times for 
each school, Lucarelli said. 

While disapproval of the 
plan has been circulating in 
the Patrick Henry commu-
nity since the school board 
vote, council’s public hearing 
on the topic was relatively 
uncontroversial. Only three 
people signed up to speak 

during the public comment 
period, a major decrease from 
the 27 who spoke at the school 
board meeting in April. 

All three speakers urged 
council to approve ACPS’ de-
velopment special use per-
mit application and to do so 
without adding conditions or 
changes. 

“We’re on a tight schedule 
with the project,” Lisa Porter, 
a board member of the Clover 
College Park Civic Associa-
tion, said. “I think one of the 
most important points from 
our perspective is just to 
make sure that no conditions 
are added to the DSUP or the 
site plan that would unnec-
essarily delay the project.”

With council’s approval, 
Douglas MacArthur students 
will attend the swing space 
for up to two and a half years 
starting in September 2020 
while their school is demol-
ished and rebuilt. 

Dana Chambers, co-chair 
of the Patrick Henry and 
Douglas MacArthur Collabo-
rative Committee, told coun-
cil that the committee has 
been helping find solutions 
to some of the challenges 
caused by dual occupancy.  

“Many families and staff 
members from both schools 
have expressed reservations 
about the impact of this 
dual occupancy on student 
safety, accessibility of park-
ing, impact on local traffic, 
inconveniences to working 
families and a potential im-
pact on teacher retention,” 
Chambers said.

The committee has al-
ready helped increase off-
street parking from 170 to 
196 spaces, and is advocating 
for Douglas MacArthur par-
ents to have their students 
ride the buses to school, 
rather than increasing traffic 
during drop off and pick up 
times, Chambers said.

During council’s delib-

erations, several councilors 
echoed the sentiment that 
while the swing space is not 
ideal, it’s a creative solution 
to a challenging problem.

“Maybe this isn’t plan 
A, but this plan B is pretty 
good,” Councilor Del Pepper 
said. “There were a lot of little 
snafus – parking, of course, 
was one and the bells and 
the lights and the scheduling 
– and all of that is less than 
perfect, but it works, and it’s a 
tribute really to everyone who 
was involved in all of this.”

Councilor Canek Aguirre 
expressed reservations about 
the conditions of outdoor 
play space for the Douglas 
MacArthur students, who 
will be using the old Patrick 
Henry playground.

“I just wanted to raise 
my displeasure with some of 
this,” Aguirre said. “I am go-
ing to support this project, but 
I just feel that kids need spac-
es where they can run, chase 
each other, be kids essential-
ly, and I feel that that’s rather 
constrained in what we have, 
but unfortunately this is what 
we have to work with.”

On a motion by Pepper, 
seconded by Councilor Amy 
Jackson, council approved 
the swing space DSUP unan-
imously. The MacArthur re-
build is slated for completion 
in late 2022. 

“For the longest time, 
we had public hearings and 
we had people coming to 
testify about the need for 
investment in MacArthur 
Elementary,” Mayor Justin 
Wilson said. “The fact that 
now we’re having a conver-
sation about how we rebuild 
MacArthur I think is a testa-
ment to … some good deci-
sion making and budgeting 
up here as well as partner-
ship with the school board to 
make this happen. This is an 
exciting step.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Patrick Henry swing space approved

RENDERING/ACPS 
A rendering of improvements that ACPS will implement on the Patrick 
Henry site while Douglas MacArthur uses the old school as a swing 
space. Changes include more parking and pedestrian walkways. 
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Jen Walker Team is proud to sponsor the
44th Annual Alexandria Turkey Trot! 

Wayne Hulehan/AlexandriaNews.org 
2016 Turkey Trot Alexandria

If you’re thinking of buying or 
selling, call the Jen Walker Team

 today at 703.675.1566

Old Town I 109 S. Pitt Street Alexandria, VA 22314 I 703.549.9292

Equal Housing Opportunity

]
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Our largest fundraiser
Starts Saturday, November 30, 10 a.m.

All proceeds are used to cover the costs of  
camp for underprivileged children, 

so that every child has an opportunity 
to attend our summer program.

110 Callahan Drive in Alexandria VA 
directly across from the Masonic Temple

**  Voted best non-profit in Alexandria for the last 
3 years by Alexandria Times Readers** 

For more information:www.AlexPYC.org

Alexandria 
Police 

Youth Camp
Est 1947

Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

Alexandria Police Youth Camp 
Annual Christmas Tree Sale

Sending 20,000 children to 
Summer Camp since 1947

Janis and 
Patti

Janis and 
Patti came 

straight 
from St. 

Croix and 
are ready to 

bring you 
twice the 

love! 

Come meet them on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

the students as ninjas and 
the high school-age teachers 
as coding sensei. 

“Kids these days already 
have a ton of screen time, and 
they’re already so exposed to 
video games, so Code Ninjas 
turns that on a 180,” Emma 
Vandermark, a public re-
lations representative for 
Code Ninjas, said. “Instead 
of playing the games, these 
kids are building them in-
stead and using games that 
they’re already familiar with 
to do that.”

At Code Ninjas centers, 
students learn through proj-
ects that involve building 
video games that range from 
something like Tetris to 
more complex games involv-
ing animation and 3D worlds. 

“A lot of the kids that we’ve 
had in are kids that love gam-
ing, but they’re creative and 
they love to learn how things 
work,” David Ryan, owner 
of the Alexandria Code Nin-
jas center, said. “It’s good for 
them to have a place to come 
where they can do that.”

Video games aren’t just 
a way to entertain the pro-
gram’s young students. They 
also provide constantly chal-
lenging lesson material, 
more so than other computer 
science learning tools.

“If we just taught them 
to build web applications, 
APIs or websites, it would get 
kind of boring and they’re 
not as complex as games,” 
Ryan said. “Especially when 
you get into the 3D anima-
tion and all the functions 
required, they are learning 
a broader spectrum of the 
computer language itself and 
all the functions within that 
by building games.”

In the Create Program, 
students from seven to 14 
years old advance from white 
to black belt as they learn new 
skills. Students start with Ja-
vaScript, before moving on to 
Scratch, Unity 3D and a vari-
ety of coding languages.

Students work through 
projects – each one is a new 
game – and are able to share 
those games with friends, 
family and fellow ninjas.

Those projects are part of 

a curriculum that allows stu-
dents to learn at their own 
pace. It’s also convenient for 
parents, since there are no 
set hours for lesson times. 
Instead, parents can sched-
ule lesson times at any point 
in a week.

If parents opt for the ba-
sic program – two hours per 
week normally spread across 
two one-hour sessions – stu-
dents can come in whenev-
er they want to fulfill those 
hours. Each student is given 
a wristband with a radio fre-
quency identification tag in 
it that they can use to scan 
into the system and initiate 
their session. Lessons can be 
as short as 45 minutes and 
start at $99 per month.

The company’s flexible 
game-based model for com-
puter science education has 
taken off across the country, 
coinciding with the rise of the 
larger video game industry.

Given the popularity of 
video games and increasing 
levels of technical literacy 
among younger generations, 

PHOTO/CODE NINJAS
David Ryan opened his first of three Code Ninjas franchises in Falls Church in May. By the end of 
the summer, the center had enrolled about 185 students in its summer camp programs.

CODE NINJAS FROM | 1

SEE CODE NINJAS | 13
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it should come as no surprise. 
In 2018, the video game in-
dustry brought in $43 bil-
lion in revenue, according to 
the Entertainment Software 
Association, surpassing the 
film industry’s $41.1 billion 
global box office revenue 
that same year.

Since Houston software 
developer David Graham 
founded the program in 2016, 
Code Ninjas has expanded to 
more than 100 centers, with 
more than 400 more in de-
velopment, including some 
in Canada and the U.K., Van-
dermark said.

Code Ninjas is looking to 
expand its classes to students 
as young as four years old, 
partnering with codeSpark, 
a code learning app for kids. 
The company launched its 
Junior Program as a pilot in 
October. Meanwhile, Code 
Ninjas is also developing 
Code Ninjas Pro, a program 
geared toward high school 
students and adults.

There are seven Code 
Ninjas centers in Northern 
Virginia. Ryan signed an 
area development agreement 
to open three locations: Falls 
Church, Alexandria and 
Springfield. The Falls Church 
location opened in May, and 
the Springfield center is due 
to open in 2020, Ryan said.

But since investing in 

Code Ninjas franchises, Ryan 
knew he wanted to open a lo-
cation in Alexandria, and not 
only because his family lives 
in the city. 

“It’s interesting because 
if you look in the Alexandria 
area specifically, there’s not 
a lot in this area as far as this 
field, STEM education,” Ryan 
said. “… We need some of 
this around here.”

Code Ninjas is filling a 
gap for students who find 
themselves drawn to coding 
and game design yet unable 
to learn more than rudimen-
tary skills in school.

“Code Ninjas sees that 
there’s a large problem in 
kids falling behind with the 
rest of the world in differ-
ent STEM subjects, so Code 
Ninjas is kind of there to go 
beyond what kids are trying 
to learn in school and mak-
ing it into an after school 
program where they can 
learn coding but in a really 
fun and exciting way,” Van-
dermark said.

As a result, Code Ninjas 
is offering students an op-
portunity to learn skills that 
are more valuable now than 
they’ve ever been, Ryan said.

“Sixty-five percent of 
kids that are in secondary 
and primary schools today 
will be in jobs in the future 
that do not exist yet,” Ryan 
said. “… If a kid is in our 
program from white to black 

belt and they become a game 
developer, that’s awesome. 
But I think what’s more im-
portant is that these kids 
are exposed to this type of 
technology … and they have 
an understanding of the 
technology.”

Although the Falls Church 
center initially had relative-
ly slow enrollment growth, 
the location had more than 

185 kids enrolled in summer 
camp programs by the end of 
the summer, Ryan said. And 
the Alexandria center has al-
ready received interest from 
parents and students ahead 
of its opening.

“I’ve seen a lot more [in-
quiry] traffic coming into Al-
exandria than I did when we 
first opened Falls Church, so 
I think there’s a lot of parents 

in the Alexandria area that 
are going to be excited about 
this,” Ryan said.

In addition to the Satur-
day opening, Code Ninjas 
will hold a grand opening on 
Dec. 7. As part of Computer 
Science Education Week, the 
center will offer free hour-
long code sessions the sec-
ond week of December.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

PHOTO/CODE NINJAS
The Alexandria center, which opens on Saturday, will be one of more than 100 Code Ninjas centers 
that have popped up across the country since the company launched in 2016.

PHOTO/CODE NINJAS
Code Ninjas uses a self-paced, game-based curriculum to teach 
young students how to code.

CODE NINJAS FROM | 12
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it would partner with Lion-
stone and JPG Smith to build 
the Innovation Campus. 

Most of the updates to the 
North Potomac Yard small 
area plan, which was ap-
proved in 2017, impact the 
25-acre lot to the east of Po-
tomac Avenue that is current-
ly home to Regal Cinemas. 

This region has been 
dubbed Phase 1 in plans. 
Due to Virginia Tech’s cam-
pus being placed at the 
northern end of the lot, the 
area to the east of Potomac 
Avenue is now being called 
the Innovation District.

“Our goal in preparing 
this plan was to retain all of 
the hard work that we did in 
2017, and really, the part-
nership with Virginia Tech 
has only enhanced the vi-
sion that we already created 
in 2017 and built upon that 
picture,” land use attorney 
Cathy Puskar said.

The Innovation Campus 
will consist of three academic 
buildings that will add 600,000 
square feet of academic space 
to the plan. To accommo-
date the additional space, the 
height of several buildings 
has been increased; the tallest 
will now stand between 120 
and 180 feet. Developers are 
already coordinating with the 
National Park Service, but will 

need Federal Aviation Admin-
istration approval as well.

Potomac Yard's proximity 
to Ronald Reagan National 
Airport presents challenges 
when building up. One run-
way in particular is angled 
in a way that has planes ar-
riving and departing close 
to the southern end of the 
Phase 1 site.

The airport authority does 
not use the runway very often, 
but they do not want to give 

up the rights, City Manager 
Mark Jinks said. Several years 
ago, the city met with the air-
port authority and FAA and 
convinced them to reposition 
a landing point further up the 
runway in order to increase 
building height limits. Jinks 
said he feels they have already 
“pushed the envelope” and 
gaining additional conces-
sions on this issue is unlikely.

The addition of the ac-
ademic campus required a 
future ACPS building to be 
moved from block 4 to a larg-
er site on block 23 at the in-
tersection of Glebe Road and 
Route 1. Most agreed that the 
new location is a better fit, as 
it is closer to residential neigh-
borhoods already in place and 
well-equipped as a potential 
co-location of ACPS and af-

fordable housing.
“We have now reworked 

the plan to move office 
[buildings] closer to the ac-
ademic campus because we 
think there’s going to be a 
real synergy” between Vir-
ginia Tech and office users, 
Puskar said. There is now an 
additional 300,000 square 
feet of office space than 

originally intended.
The geography and ge-

ometry of roads on the 
northern end of Phase 1 
have been reconfigured 
from those previously ap-
proved. One road was elim-
inated entirely and replaced 
by a pedestrian plaza that 
will connect the academic 
buildings, which supports 
the plan’s long-held objec-
tive of creating an easily 
walkable neighborhood that 
prioritizes pedestrians over 
vehicles. A transportation 
analysis determined this 
would not negatively affect 
traffic patterns, Puskar said.

Retail space has been re-

Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly 
Victorian humbug, travels 
with ghostly guides through 
Christmas past, present, 
and future to find the true 
meaning of the holidays. 
A Christmas Carol is a must 
for the entire family!

www.thelittletheatre.com

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

A Christmas Carol
12/6-12/22

RENDERING/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Revamped plans for the VT Innovation Campus shown adjacent to the existing Pototomas Yard shopping center. 

VT CAMPUS FROM | 1

SEE VT CAMPUS | 15

Our goal in preparing this plan 
was to retain all of the hard work 
that we did in 2017, and really, the 

partnership with Virginia Tech has only 
enhanced the vision that we already created 
in 2017 and built upon that picture.”

– Cathy Puskar,
land use attorney
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duced slightly in order to 
make room for the academic 
buildings. Because of the re-
duction, the plans eliminate 
an above-grade parking ga-
rage, though an underground 
garage is still in the works.

Planning commission 
member Melinda Lyle cau-
tioned against providing too 
much parking, since many of 
the parking garages in the city 
have an abundance of parking 
spots that are underused. This 
costs more money and takes 
up space that could be used for 
something else, Lyle said.

With the exception of a 
portion of the Innovation 
Campus, all of the Phase 1 
area will be within a quarter 
mile of the future Potomac 
Yard Metro Station.

The success of the rede-
velopment plan largely hinges 
on the Metro station. Retail 
stores will be strategically 
placed along the main street 
leading to the station, which 

in turn should boost ridership.
The response to the pro-

posed changes was primarily 
positive. 

“Literally everything about 
this makes this plan better and 
makes the potential greater,” 
Jeffrey Farner, deputy director 
of the Department of Planning 
and Zoning, said.

The only area of concern 
seemed to revolve around 
Potomac Avenue.

On the proposed layout, 
Potomac Avenue is noticeably 
larger than the other streets 
and lacks street-facing re-
tail. Mayor Justin Wilson and 
Councilor John Chapman 
expressed concern that this 
might discourage pedestrians 
from using the street and pres-
ent a barrier between Phase 1 
and Phase 2 neighborhoods.

Planning Commission 
Chair Nathan Macek said that 
the first question that needs 
to be answered is, “What do 
we want Potomac Avenue to 
look like?” 

He said this question 

should be repeated throughout 
the development process be-
cause “different streetscapes 
all function very differently 
and have very different bene-
fits and weaknesses.”

Once this question is an-
swered, developers can bet-
ter resolve the issue, Macek 
said. Narrowing the road, 
installing traffic signals, 
creating street parking with 
peak-hour restrictions and 
dedicating certain lanes to 
Metroway buses are among 
the ideas currently circu-
lating. However, any major 
changes to Potomac Avenue 
will likely not take place un-
til Phase 2 work begins sev-
eral years from now.

Community meetings are 
already underway to gather 
residents’ input, which should 
inform final adjustments to 
the plan. Construction is slat-
ed to begin by the end of 2020, 
and Virginia Tech students 
could be on the new campus by 
the 2024 fall semester.

-aluke1992@gmail.com 

Does Your Dog Need a Break?

Package rates 
available!

Dog Walks      Potty Breaks      Exercise      Mental Stimulation      Play

Schedule a consultation today!
571-438-2323      PassionatelyPets.com

We offer 15, 30, or 60 minute visits!

Ask about our puppy packages!

RENDERING/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
The new plans for Potomac Yard account for three Virginia Tech academic buildings and add a 
pedestrian plaza.

VT CAMPUS FROM | 14
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Dunbar – Alexandria Olympic Boys and Girls Club

Youth development activities / college prep / homework 
help / leadership opportunities / open gym / summer 

camp / sports leagues / arts /stem

Contact info: (703) 549-3077
phall@bgcgw.org
facebook.com/AlexandriaBGC

free membership for miliary – united 
health – anthem health keepers

Open Weekdays 2 – 7:30 pm
401 North Payne Street | Alexandria VA 22314

BGCGW United Way #8047 / CFC #44919

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

This holiday season, dine in any 
day of the week & enjoy our 

lunch buffet.

Order take out food or party 
platters for stress-free holiday 

entertaining!

Dinner served everyday  
Specials Thursday to Sunday

WE ARE FULLY 
OPEN!

BY LUKE ANDERSON

Residents can now track the 
performance and effectiveness 
of various city departments 
through a new feature on the 
City of Alexandria website.

The Public Performance 
Dashboard, which launched 
last year after a pilot pro-
gram the year before, was 
developed by the Office of 
Performance and Account-
ability and is made up of al-
most 120 dashboards within 
10 service areas. Each dash-
board provides an analysis 
of annual data considered 
to be “key indicators” of the 
departments’ performance 
when compared to prior data 
year-over-year. Explanations 
of certain trends or drastic 
changes are also included.

Data ranges from emer-
gency service response time, 
which was 11 seconds faster 
this year than in 2018, to the  
rate of teen pregnancy in Al-

exandria, which has fallen to 
its lowest level since 2004.

The dashboard features 
categories in inclusivity, 
safety, economy, transpor-
tation, health, youth, neigh-
borhoods, environment, arts 

and recreation and govern-
ment. Users can also search 
for keywords or sort by de-
partment to quickly find rel-
evant information.

“I think this is a good 
way to hold ourselves ac-

countable to the public and 
get good data out to the 
public so they can under-
stand how their government 
is performing,” Mayor Justin 
Wilson said at the Nov. 12 
legislative meeting.

The Performance Dash-
board also assists city staff 
in decision-making. The city 
will be taking a closer look at 
why some of their employees 
voluntarily leave, after one 

dashboard showed that the 
turnover rate has fluctuat-
ed between 10 and 15 per-
cent since 2012, according 
to staff’s presentation at the 
legislative meeting. 

Staff also plans to look into 
new methods of responding to 
service requests and inform-
ing the community of their 
progress on these requests, 
since data shows that few-
er Call.Click.Connect tickets 
are being completed on time. 
Timely completion of Call.
Click.Connect requests is at 61 
percent this year and has been 
steady declining since 2015, 
when 74.4 percent of requests 
were completed on time.

It is a helpful tool for city 
council to see where improve-
ments can be made and to 
inform their decisions when 
forming or adopting new pol-
icies. Councilor John Chap-
man said that he “want[s] to 
see how we can take the next 
steps” toward finding solu-
tions to issues the dashboard 
brings to light. 

Visit the dashboard at 
www.alexandriava.gov/per-
formance. 

-aluke1992@gmail.com 

Online dashboard tracks performance 
of city departments

SCREENSHOT/ALEXANDRIAVA.GOV
Categories available on the city’s Public Performance Dashboard. 
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beam said Friday’s win shows 
the team’s dedication to the 
program. 

“All of their hard work is 
now coming to fruition,” he 
said.

The Nov. 15 game against 
West Springfield started off 
slow: The teams were tied 0-0 
after the first quarter. About 
halfway through the second 
quarter, quarterback and de-
fensive back Robert Longer-
beam scored a touchdown off 
of a shanked punt, giving the 
Titans a 7-0 lead.

West Springfield also 
scored during the second 
quarter but missed the extra 
point, putting T.C. Williams 
ahead 7-6 at halftime.

After a blocked punt, Lon-
gerbeam scored the Titans' 
second touchdown in the 
third quarter. However, West 
Springfield scored again sev-
eral seconds into the fourth 
quarter and made a two-
point conversion, tying the 
score at 14-14.

With less than four min-
utes left in the fourth quar-
ter, Longerbeam completed 
a pass to Ricardo Ross, who 
scored another touchdown 
for T.C. Williams and brought 
the score to 21-14. West 
Springfield scored again with 
two and a half minutes left in 
the game, but Titans defend-
ers Jesse Bonilla along with 

Ross stopped West Spring-
field's two-point conversion 
attempt. The Titans ran out 
the remaining time on the 
clock, leaving the final score 
at 21-20.

Coach Longerbeam said 
that his son’s first touch-
down helped to solidify the 
win and also credited Antho-
ny Eaton, who had 25 carries 
totaling more than 98 yards.

The Titans take on South 
County High School, which 
is undefeated and beat T.C. 
Williams earlier this sea-
son, in Lorton tomorrow 
night at 7 p.m.

“We have to play mis-
take-free football if we want 
to beat South County,” Park-
er said in an email.

Both he and Coach Lon-
gerbeam are optimistic that 
the Titans can pull out a win, 
especially since the halftime 
score in their last match 
against South County was 
14-13.

The coach said the Titans 
need to continue practicing 
their techniques this week 
and stay focused on keeping 
control of the ball during 
next game.

-aluke1992@gmail.com 
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Season

Adult: $20-$85 Student: $10 Youth: $5
(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

Nutcracker & 
elliNgtoN

Saturday, 
Dec 14, 2019 ∙ 7 p.m.*

SuNday,   
Dec 15, 2019 ∙ 2 p.m.

Prelude to Hänsel and Gretel
Tchaikovsky & Duke Ellington: 
Nutcracker Suite

*Saturday’s performance includes visuals

Stay after for a 

family-friendly 
holiday party!

Polishing•Plating•Repair
 Open Mondays 10am-4pm

Bel-Air House Of Silver 
4101 Chainbridge Rd. 
Suite 108   
Fairfax, VA

Bel-Air House Of Silver 
4101 Chainbridge Rd,  Suite 108   

Fairfax, VA  
(703)691-4190 

www.belairhouseofsilver.com

Let the experts restore your tarnished, worn and broken silver and brass 
heirlooms, tea sets, flatware, trays, candelabras, hollowware, tortoise 

shell combs, samovars, lamps, hardware, fireplace ... and tools.

PHOTOS/ANNA JAEGER PHOTOGRAPHY
Top: Junior Michael Honesty, 4, is one of T.C.’s leading running backs. 
Bottom: Wide receiver Ricardo Ross, a T.C. Williams senior, 
scored one of the Titans’ three touchdowns in the playoff game 
against West Springfield.

TITANS FROM | 1
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Why worry? Drive happy, 
Alexandria
Sit down for dinner, not in traffic. 

395 Express Lanes, now open.

Learn more at expresslanes.com/395

ExpressLanes_395Ads_BatchC_PrintAds_P3.indd   2 11/11/19   1:38 PM
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TimesLiving
ARTS

SENIORS
Dementia Friendly Alexandria
The Commission on Aging and Goodwin House 
Alexandria lead an initiative to support those with 
dementia and their caregivers. | Page 20

CALENDAR
November and December events
Watch the city tree lighting, taste test at the Al-
exandria Cider Festival, go on a cookie crawl and 
more. | Page 28

HOMES
Holiday entertaining
The dining table assumes center stage for holiday 
entertaining – make yours stand out. | Page 22

BY RICHARD ROEPER

Ford Motor Co. execu-
tive Lee Iacocca has just re-
turned from a meeting with 
Enzo Ferrari, during which 
the Italian automobile leg-
end turned down Ford's offer 
to buy his company.

"What did he say?" asks 
the stoic Henry Ford II.

"He said Ford makes ugly 
little cars in ugly factories," 
Iacocca says. "And, um, he 
called you fat, sir."

Ford gives the chilliest lit-
tle hint of a smile.

Ford v Ferrari is on.
Jon Bernthal plays Iacoc-

ca and Tracy Letts is Henry 
Ford II in "Ford v Ferrari." And 
while they're not the leads in 
James Mangold's rip-roaring 
and heart-pounding 1960s 
action-drama, they're key 
members of one of the best 
ensemble casts of the year, in 
one of the best movies ever 
made about auto racing.

We know there's green-
screen wizardry and CGI 
magic and stunt-driver ac-
tion incorporated into this 
retelling of Ford's stunning 
victories over the seemingly 
unbeatable Ferrari teams at 
the 24-hour race at Le Mans. 

But the technology is seam-
less and there are times when 
you'll swear you're right there 
in the mid-1960s, cheering 
for the Rocky of race cars to 
upset Ferrari’s unbeatable 
Apollo Creed.

Matt Damon and Chris-
tian Bale are the "broman-
tic" leads in "Ford v Ferrari," 
though they play neither a 
Ford nor a Ferrari.

Damon is all square-jawed 
sincerity and cowboy-hat 
straightforwardness as Car-
roll Shelby, an American driver 
turned automotive designer 
who is put in charge of build-
ing the right car and assem-
bling the perfect racing team 
to take on Ferrari at Le Mans.

Bale is the mercurial, un-

compromising, hot-headed 
British driver Kenny Miles, 
seemingly past his prime and 
deemed nearly impossible 
to work with. When Shelby 
offers him the opportunity 
to be Ford's lead driver, the 
company's marketing execu-
tives, as well as Ford himself, 
prickle at the idea.

Damon and Bale have a re-
laxed, confident, sometimes 
funny chemistry, whether 
Kenny is scoffing at Carroll's 
ridiculously short timeline 
to put together a car worthy 
of contending at Le Mans, 
or the two men are getting 
into a suburban street corner 
scuffle when long-simmering 
resentments boil over.

It's hardly Batman v Jason 

Bourne when these two guys 
fight. They wrestle about like 
a couple of embarrassing Lit-
tle League dads, and Kenny's 
wife, Mollie (Caitriona Bal-
fe), unfolds a chair and takes 
a front-lawn seat to observe 
these two egomaniacs work-
ing out their differences be-
fore they run out of breath.

The scene is perfectly ex-
ecuted. Yeah, these guys can 
get on each other's last nerves, 
but they're part of a very select 
fraternity of top-level driv-
ers who understand and have 
great passion for their sport. 
They both understand the 
thrill of hitting 7,000 rpms, at 
which point the world around 
you disappears and you be-
come one with the machine.

Veteran Italian actor Remo 
Girone is magnificently regal 
and cocky as Enzo Ferrari, who 
chuckles at how ordinary the 
Ford team cars look side by side 
with the sleek and beautiful 
Ferraris. Scoffing at the clunky 
ways of the brazen Americans 
who actually thought he'd sell 
them his company, he's a suit-
ably dashing and arrogant an-
tagonist.

But much of "Ford v Ferra-
ri" is really about Ford v Ford, 
i.e., the corporate brass and 

the P.R. team butting heads 
with Carroll and Kenny. 
There's also quite a bit of Car-
roll v Kenny, not to mention 
Kenny v Kenny, as he is often 
his own worst enemy.

Caitriona Balfe is won-
derful as Mollie Miles, who in 
real life was something of a 
gearhead herself and isn't one 
of those movie wives whose 
main function is to keep ask-
ing her husband to give up 
his dangerous job. Mollie tells 
Kenny she knows the risks, 
and she knows he's going to 
take those risks. She only asks 
he doesn't lie to her and pre-
tend he doesn't love the job.

Director Mangold and 
the screenwriting team also 
sprinkle in just enough quiet, 
character-driven interludes to 
allow us to catch our breaths 
between racing sequences. 
Kenny lets down his defens-
es and shows a much quieter, 
tender side when he's spend-
ing time with his adoring son, 
Peter (Noah Jupe), patiently 
explaining the elements of 
the perfect lap of driving.

"Ford v Ferrari" expertly 
captures the essence of mid-
20th century racing and the 
spirit of the men who hit the 
tarmac in Le Mans.

A peerless ensemble cast helps  
‘Ford v Ferari’ cross the finish line

PHOTO/20TH CENTURY FOX
Matt Damon and Christian Bale in "Ford v Ferrari."
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Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the beltway 
and our nation’s capital. Hermitage Northern 

Virginia offers rooftop views of Washington, D.C. 
surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped 

gardens. Free yourself from the hassles of home 
ownership, and spend time exploring your passions 
or finding new ones. At Pinnacle Living, our team 

works closely with residents, families and loved ones 
to fulfill our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. 
We are here for those who seek independence, 

combined with a secure plan for the future.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

BY JANE KING

Dementia can be a mys-
tery to people who may not 
know how to react when 
they encounter someone 
with the disease. This can be 
the case even for those who 
have had experience with 
a family member or an ac-
quaintance with dementia. 

To better prepare Al-
exandria to support those 
with dementia and their 
caregivers and assure their 
ability to engage more ful-
ly in city life, the Alexan-
dria Commission on Aging 
and Goodwin House are 
leading the development of 
Dementia Friendly Alexan-

dria in close collaboration 
with an action team. 

The action team in-
cludes local government 
officials, home care pro-
viders, nonprofit organi-
zations, the faith commu-
nity and others. The team 
and many volunteers are 

not functioning in isola-
tion: More than 200 com-
munities in the nation 
are certified by Dementia 
Friendly America. They 
are provided with resourc-
es and technical assistance 
designed to equip commu-
nities to better support 
people living with demen-
tia and their care partners.   

Dementia Friendly Al-
exandria’s purpose is to 
educate and inspire Al-
exandria’s organizations 
and residents to respond 
more confidently to the 
needs of someone with 
dementia, no matter their 
relationship to the person 
with dementia. For exam-

ple, a police officer help-
ing a man with dementia 
who seems lost would ap-
proach the man different-
ly than a waiter taking his 
order in a restaurant. Both 

the officer and waiter can 
be taught to react based 
on the capacities of those 
with dementia.

Dementia Friendly Alexandria 
strives to educate the community

SENIORS

JANE KING

More than 200 communities in the 
nation are certified by Dementia 

Friendly America and provided with 
resources and technical assistance 
designed to equip communities to 
better support people living with 
dementia and their care partners.”

– Jane King,
chair, At Home in Alexandria

SEE DEMENTIA | 21
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Embarking on an inspired transformation, 
Westminster at Lake Ridge is enhancing 
our community to reflect the very best in 
community living. See our plans for the new 
Center for Healthy Living, plus extraordinary 
new amenities throughout. Discover your 
inspiration to live life to the fullest.

Westminster at Lake Ridge—be inspired.

Westminster at Lake Ridge is a not-for-profit, CARF-accredited, 
SAGECare-certified, life plan community. 703-910-3998  //  www.wlrva.org

INDEPENDENT LIVING 

 ASSISTED LIVING 

MEMORY CARE 

LONG-TERM CARE 

SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION 

HOME CARE

BE Inspired
The action team and 

volunteers plan to provide 
every segment of the com-

munity the information 
essential to better under-
stand the appropriate, sup-
portive ways to respond to 
residents with dementia. 

A one-hour training ses-
sion developed by Demen-
tia Friendly America can be 
offered to all segments of 
the community, including 

businesses, banks, law en-
forcement, first respond-
ers, health care systems, 
faith communities, local 
government and caregiv-
ers. This program advises 
attendees about the symp-
toms of dementia, its pro-
gression and the best ways 
to communicate with those 
who have the disease. 

Those who deliver the 
one-hour educational ses-
sion have participated in a 
lengthier training them-
selves and are given the 
title of Dementia Cham-
pions. Several members 
of the action team are De-
mentia Champions and are 
currently focusing on first 
responders and the faith 
community. Members of 
the Alexandria Police De-
partment have already re-
ceived the training. 

Five key messages 
about dementia have 
been identified: 

•Dementia is not a nor-

mal part of aging.  Not ev-
eryone who grows old will 
develop dementia.

•Dementia is caused by 
diseases of the brain. The 
most common is Alzheimer’s.

•Dementia is not just 
about having memory prob-
lems.  It can affect think-
ing, communication and 
everyday tasks.

•It is possible to have 
a good quality of life with 
dementia.

•There’s more to the per-
son than the dementia. Peo-
ple with dementia are a valu-
able part of the community.

Jane King is chair of At 
Home in Alexandria. To 

learn more about Dementia 
Friendly Alexandria or 
sponsoring a training, 

please contact King 
at kingjane0@gmail.

com, Jackie Barbarito at 
jbarbarito@goodwinhouse.

org or Mary Lee Anderson 
at executivedirector@

seniorservicesalex.org.

FILE IMAGE

DEMENTIA FROM | 20



22 | NOVEMBER 21, 2019 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Part 1 of 2 
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

Whether it's a sit-down 
dinner or buffet, the dining 
table assumes center stage 
for holiday entertaining. 

It's the gathering spot for 
family and friends, but it also 
speaks volumes for those try-
ing to create some extra-spe-
cial magic with a beautiful, 
memorable display.

Some are tradi-
tion-bound with setting the 
table, perhaps bringing out 
special plates and family 
heirlooms each year, just 
like the menorah during 
Hanukkah or favorite 
Christmas tree ornaments. 
Even so, it's always fun to 
layer in something new, 
whether it's a set of salad 
plates, flatware, glassware, 
table linens, candleholders 
or salt and pepper shakers.

Guests may not immedi-
ately notice something small, 
but you'll feel as good as you 
do when you're wearing a new 
fashion accessory or piece of 
jewelry to complement a sta-
ple in your wardrobe.

Tabletop trends in recent 
years have echoed many in 
home design. Settings have 
become more relaxed, and 
there's a wonderful synergy 
between nature and artis-
anal pieces or those that look 
handcrafted. There's an ap-
peal in irregular edges and 
imperfect surfaces. 

So many of the current 
table settings featured on 
retailer websites are show-
ing a lot of wood, with place 
mats or runners crisscross-
ing tables, often serving as 
place mats for two. 

One reason, perhaps, is 
that the wood adds warmth 
and contrast to the porce-

lain or stoneware. In a neu-
tral tablescape that features 
white plates complemented 
by wood serving pieces and 
a salad bowl, plus woven 
place mats, the wood so-
lidifies an emerging brown 
palette, but keeps it inter-
esting with tonal differenc-
es and textures. 

Tablecloths, of course, 
are perfect for providing all 
over color or pattern, from 
paisley to stripes, as well 
as seasonal motifs such as 
leaves, pumpkins, poinset-
tias and trees. 

But dressing up has 
changed a bit. The new ap-
proach to glitz and glamor 
may appear as sparkly ac-
cents to earthy dinnerware, 
just as metallic threads or 
beads might find their way to 
humble materials like linen.

HOMES 

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2019 and March 2020. 

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com
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Be of good cheer with 
your holiday tabletop

PHOTO/PIERO CREMONESE FOR CORALLA MAIURI
Italian artist Coralla Maiuri combined elegance with playfulness in the Caravaggio Fruit collection of 
porcelain bone china edged with a delicately painted gold border.
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These looks are especial-
ly dramatic when layered 
with a mix of materials. 

Remember when square 
dishes disrupted the sta-
tus quo on tables? A lot of 
the buzz was generated 
at restaurants, which em-
braced the form as modern 
and perfect for showing off 
beautifully composed food. 

Now, irregular shapes like 
exaggerated ovals are com-
ing into play, and scalloped 
and even irregularly shaped 
plates are winning fans.

Stay tuned for the next 
installment of this article, 
which will look at specific 
tips for dressing your holi-
day table. 

This 1930s residence is 
located on a tree-lined street 
in Del Ray, just a few blocks 
from the Braddock Metro and 
shops and restaurants along 
Mount Vernon Avenue. 

There is a living room with 
a gas fireplace and formal din-
ing room. The eat-in kitchen 
features granite counters and 
42-inch natural wood cabine-
try. It also has a bay window 
and breakfast area. 

The main level family 
room has abundant windows 
and an adjacent, updated full 
bath with an oversize shower.  

The upper level has four 
bedrooms, a walk-in linen 
closet and an updated full 
bath with a double vanity. 

The lower level is profes-
sionally waterproofed and 
includes a recreation room, 

a third bath, a laundry room 
and abundant storage space. 

The fenced backyard has 
a custom stone patio, man-
icured lawn, large shed and 
driveway. 

The home also features 
hardwood floors on two lev-
els, replacement windows 
and a freshly painted interior. 

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOME OF THE WEEK

Del Ray colonial in a prime location
Location: 111 E. Luray Ave.

Neighborhood: Del Ray

Price: $1,075,000

Bedrooms: 4

Bathrooms: 3 

Interior: 3,100 sq. ft. 

Lot: 5,000 sq. ft. 

Year built: 1930

Contact: Christine Garner

Weichert Old Town

703-587-4855

Christine@christinegarner.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMEOWNERS! Cold weather and the holidays will be here before 
you know it! Call us today to schedule your free estimate for 

interior painting! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOMES 

Top: This classic Colonial is locat-
ed close to the Metro, shopping 
and restaurants.
Bottom: The home features a 
large fenced yard, a custom stone 
patio and off-street parking.
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PHOTO/LENOX
Left: The Alpine collection from Lenox subtly introduces snowflake 
and modern tree patterns in soft color and relief. Teamed with a 
brown salad bowl and touches of greenery, the collection creates a 
warm, natural tablescape.
Right: A leopard-patterned salad plate is dressed for the holidays 
in reflective gold, which lends an uptown look as it nods to the 
Serengeti. PHOTO/PIER 1

PHOTOS/LINEN AND LENS
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Holiday hoopla seems to skip right from Halloween to Christmas these days, 
with Thanksgiving somewhat lost in the transition. A case in point is the early 
lighting of the magnificent holiday tree that is already standing in front of Alexan-
dria’s Market Square fountain.

In years past, the tree lighting has occurred the day after Thanksgiving, other-
wise known as “Black Friday.” This year, the tree lighting is Saturday at 6 p.m. – five 
days before Thanksgiving.

Presumably this year’s tree lighting is early because Thanksgiving is actually 
the latest possible date it can be, given that Nov. 7 was the first Thursday in Novem-
ber. Thanksgiving’s lateness results in a truncated holiday shopping season, which 
could be bad for local merchants. 

Or maybe it’s a permanent change, regardless of when Thanksgiving falls, 
which would be a shame on multiple fronts.

Ponder what each holiday has come to emphasize: Thanksgiving is about being 
grateful for what we have. The secular Christmas of trees, Santa and shopping is 
about giving, yes, but also getting what we want. Think Lucy and Sally in “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas.”

Thanksgiving is family, food and football. While those who prepare a bounteous 
meal for a large gathering are undoubtedly tired by Thanksgiving night, there’s little 
preparation other than the meal. It’s a short leadup to a day with family and friends.

Christmas has become weeks of shopping and decorating as parents strive to 
create a magical day for their children. There’s a lot of stress mixed with the joy, 
with the religious aspect often relegated to the background.

In our hectic, divided era, it’s somehow emblematic that the serenity of giving 
thanks has been subsumed in a mad gift-buying rush. The command-performance 
aspect of many Christmas and Hanukkah gatherings creates a logistical crunch 
that can feel overwhelming.

In recent years, there has been a push on some social media sites to consciously 
express gratitude. People are urged to list one thing each day for which they are 
thankful. While such posters can sometimes appear sanctimonious, the intent be-
hind the effort is admirable. Being grateful is a worthwhile skill to cultivate, as it 
fosters tranquility. As the advice columnist Carolyn Hax says, a key to happiness is 
to want what we have.

We need a lot more Thanksgiving and a bit less Christmas. Too bad we’re get-
ting the opposite.

One thing for which we are thankful is the innovation and independence dis-
played by Alexandria’s current school board. Rather than acting as a rubber stamp 
for business as usual, the current board, which took office in January with an influx 
of five new members, has been a breath of fresh air.

The new board members forced Alexandria City Public Schools to fully ex-
plore building a second brick and mortar high school as part of implementing 
the Connected High School Network championed by Superintendent Dr. Greg-
ory Hutchings, Ed.D.

The push for a second high school was narrowly defeated in September. But 
we applaud the board’s demand that a full hearing be given to this alternative, 
which due to continued population growth is probably inevitable.

The second major innovation by this board was its vote in April to creatively 
use the old Patrick Henry building as swing space for Douglas MacArthur stu-
dents during MacArthur’s rebuild.

While not perfect, as equity and logistical issues concerned many in the 
community, the decision was nonetheless inspired – and will save city tax-
payers around $60 million. The revamped plan presented at Saturday’s public 
hearing also addresses some concerns raised by Patrick Henry neighbors about 
traffic flow and parking.

That’s an impressive first-year track record. Well done.

We need more Thanksgiving, not less

Grateful for civic creativity

One-party rule leads to  
unresponsive government
To the editor:

Two articles that appeared in the 
Nov. 7 Alexandria Times concern 
me. The first is Our View’s commen-
tary on moving Alexandria’s local 
election from May to November and 
the second is Frank Putzu’s remarks 
about councilors writing off the Fed-
eration of Civic Associations and its 
member associations regarding the 
Seminary Road fiasco. 

The Our View editorial, “We 
need consumer-based local pol-
itics,” accurately points out how 
council moved the election to No-
vember from May so that there will 
always be one-party rule govern-
ing our great city. What makes it 
worse is that then-Mayor Bill Eu-
ille appointed the most respected 
Democrat in Alexandria, Dick Hob-
son, to chair an ad-hoc committee 
to advise council on this initiative.

Well, Hobson and his committee 
came back with a recommendation 
not to move the May election. How-

ever, their recommendation fell on 
deaf ears, as council voted to move 
the elections to November anyway. 
This is reflective of their usual treat-
ment of ad hoc committees, boards 
and commissions – which they pre-
tend to listen to for advice on a num-
ber of important city issues. 

Frank Putzu’s letter, “Those 
elusive mystery residents,” points 
out that Mayor Justin Wilson, Vice 
Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Park-
er and Councilors Del Pepper and 
Canek Aguirre were all dismissive 
of Alexandria’s civic associations 
regarding Seminary Road. 

Council needs to start listening 
to its citizens and not continue to 
think that our opinions regarding 
the hard issues in Alexandria are 
not important.

Unfortunately, that’s what one 
party gets you. Let’s wake up and 
change it, Alexandria.

-Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet,
Alexandria 

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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To the editor: 
Every now and then, a 

politician becomes forever 
known for one unfortunate 
statement. 

For George H.W. Bush, it 
was “Read my lips: No new 
taxes.” For Bill Clinton, it 
was, “It depends on what the 
meaning of the word ‘is’ is.” 
For Mayor Justin Wilson, it 
may end up being, “We can-
not do this again.”

Wilson had the very last 
word in the debate before city 
council’s fateful 4-3 Seminary 
Road vote on Sept. 14: “We 
cannot do this again. This 
kind of knock-down drag-out 
on each road in the city.” For 
him, it was too long, too hard 
on council and city staff. And 
it was all the citizens’ fault.

Yet, Wilson’s own actions 
led to both the protracted 
length and the contentious 
nature of the process. It start-
ed with his blind commitment 
to narrowing arterial roads 
through a Complete Streets 
program. Then, leading up to 
the mid-2018 announcement 
of the Seminary Road project, 
he repeatedly dismissed valid 
citizen concerns about conges-
tion. He apparently thought 
central Alexandria residents 
were just being parochial.

Subsequent delays in proj-
ect rollout were mainly due 
to overwhelming community 
opposition, playing out prom-
inently in three well-attended 
meetings between T&ES and 
residents of Seminary Hill and 
other Central/West End neigh-
borhoods. Neither the mayor 
nor T&ES expected such push-
back. Instead of scrapping the 
project, they kept delaying it.

Not long before the council 
vote, Wilson met with a num-
ber of civic association presi-
dents. When asked whether it 
mattered that 13 civic associ-
ations opposed the road diet, 
he remarked, “If 99 percent 

of people wanted me to do 
something stupid, I wouldn’t 
do it.” The leaders left feeling 
impressed only by the mayor’s 
condescension and dismissive-
ness. Retaining four lanes cer-
tainly doesn’t look stupid now.

Throughout, the mayor 
was not transparent or forth-
coming with the community. 
His messaging was all over 
the place: It’s about 37 annual 
deaths (not factual). A missing 
sidewalk (not needed). Buffers 
for pedestrians (didn’t happen 
where needed). Safety for all 
users (seems worse).

Now, Wilson is saying that 
it was really about creating 
impediments to non-resident 
cut-through commuters so 
they would keep to the inter-
states. Those same impedi-
ments are now hindering res-
idents’ own mobility.

To many, it seems that 
the mayor was orchestrating 
the lengthy and contentious 
process all along. Case in 
point: At the final community 
meeting in May, T&ES Direc-
tor Yon Lambert announced 
that the process would now 
include a city council vote. 
This rendered the already de-
layed Traffic Board hearing 
meaningless and delayed the 
process again from June to 
September. Does anyone real-
ly believe that Lambert made 
that decision without politi-
cal intervention? We all now 
know what came next. 

No, we cannot do this 
again. We cannot again elect 
leaders who think they are al-
ways right, ignore overwhelm-
ing community opposition, 
twist facts and spin public 
opinion, divide the community 
and seem to care more about 
burnishing their political cre-
dentials to outside parties than 
preserving the quality of life in 
our neighborhoods. 

-Bill Rossello,
Alexandria

Seminary debacle is 
Wilson’s fault

On Sept. 19, 1796, President George 
Washington published his farewell address, 
in which he extolled the virtues of repub-
lican government and warned about the 
political hazards the nascent government 
would be required to address in order to se-
cure its place in the panoply of nations. 

Chief among his worries was that of 
“factions.” Washington recognized the 
innate human desire to belong 
to a social group of like-minded 
individuals and rued the ten-
dency of members of one such 
group to demonize members of 
another. Washington noted:

 “The alternate domi-
nation of one faction over 
another, sharpened by the 
spirit of revenge … is itself a 
frightful despotism. [Faction] 
serves always to distract the 
public councils and enfeeble the pub-
lic administration. It agitates the com-
munity with ill-founded jealousies and 
alarms, kindles the animosity of one 
part against another.”

Two hundred and 23 years later, de-
spite all the trappings of our technolog-
ically advanced society, human beings 
still have an innate desire to belong to 
one group and demonize those who ad-
here to another. 

In the modern world, the proliferation of 
internet news means anyone can selectively 
reinforce their political opinions by relying 
on an outlet that shares their views. This 
“echo chamber” effect amplifies negativi-
ty and pushes people to the poles of many 
issues. Compounding the problem, outside 
forces marshal social media sites and inter-
net “bots” in campaigns to inflame passions 
and sow division.

This polarization of public opinion is 
slowly corroding the foundations of our 
nation. Human beings are tribal and evo-
lution has hard-wired us to cluster into 
groups. Every social clique has a belief 
system to which its members must hold. 
Adherence to the system becomes a lit-
mus test for inclusion and any attempt to 
question or assess the system’s taxonomy 
is evidence of insufficient dedication.

Contrarian reasoning is a weakness 
that necessarily must be banished. The 
result is a lamentable situation in which 
disparate viewpoints are eliminated. 

Unchallenged opinions become unques-
tioned dogma and any hint of a differing 
analysis constitutes treason.

I do not argue that individuals should 
blithely disavow their viewpoints or 
quickly abandon deep-held princi-
ples. People should stand firm in their 
well-founded beliefs, particularly when 
they are based on persuasive reasoning 

as opposed to instinct. 
However, we must remain 

willing to engage those who 
maintain opposing views and to 
reconsider our positions when 
facts so dictate. Above all, ex-
cept perhaps in egregious cases, 
one should combat the human 
instinct to personally attack a 
person with a viewpoint con-
trary to their own. 

If we cannot engage in civil 
discourse with those with whom we dis-
agree, I fear for our country.

Illustrative of my point is the service 
rendered to the City of Alexandria by Me-
linda Douglas. Melinda recently retired 
after 32 impressive years as Alexandria’s 
Public Defender. Indeed, in many ways, 
Melinda is the embodiment of the Pub-
lic Defender’s Office, having founded it in 
1987 and serving as the only Public De-
fender the city has known. 

Given my chosen career, it is safe to 
say Melinda and I have functioned as op-
posing counsel in several serious criminal 
matters over the years. While we may have 
disagreed on a point of law or the appropri-
ate disposition of a particular case, I have 
always admired Melinda’s thoughtfulness, 
incisive legal mind and dedication to rep-
resenting indigent citizens.

Melinda’s retirement is well-deserved 
and represents the end of an era for the 
Alexandria legal community. I join the 
entire city in thanking her for her service 
and for making her office the paradigm 
for others around the Commonwealth. 
Finally, I personally thank her for teach-
ing me how to navigate an adversarial 
system without considering opposing 
counsel my personal adversary. 

Congratulations on your retirement, 
Melinda.

The writer is Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Alexandria.

Justice Matters 
with Bryan Porter

Let’s disagree without becoming enemies

BRYAN 
PORTER
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To the editor: 
A thousand Alexandria 

voters supported Trump in the 
March 2016 Republican Presi-
dential Primary. Are they all 
blue-collar folks too tired after 
a trying day of physical labor 
to write a letter to the editor 
defending or explaining the 
current White House's policy 
decisions, so instead I have to? 

Trump's Executive Order 
13888 – your article, “City 
council responds to President 
Trump’s refugee executive 
order,” in the Oct. 31 Times, 
left out the last "8" – far from 
showing animus toward ref-
ugees, attempts merely to 
restore the historic spirit of 
federalism in refugee reset-
tlement. Typically, refugees 
were only resettled by refugee 

resettlement agencies states 
and localities would establish 
which would coordinate and 
fund services to refugees and 
work with non-governmental 
"do-gooder" groups assist-
ing refugees. Recently, some 
localities which came to feel 
overwhelmed by the number 
of refugees disbanded these 
agencies, but non-govern-
mental "do-gooder" groups 
continued resettling refugees 
in those localities.  

Federalism, whereby the 
federal government works 
with state and local govern-
ment, has always been a cor-
nerstone of our American 
system. Since so much of the 
cost and impact of refugee re-
settlement is borne by state 
and local taxpayers, the fed-

eral government quite rea-
sonably is restoring their role 
in accepting refugees into 
their communities which pri-
vate entities not answerable 
to voters circumvented by 
continuing to settle refugees 
in communities which had 
disbanded their refugee re-
settlement agencies.  

The issues associated with 
refugee resettlement came 
to a head in Lewiston, Maine 
some years ago when Mayor 
Laurier Raymond Jr. implored 
refugees to stop coming be-
cause their numbers strained 
social services, including 
welfare, job training and En-
glish-as-a-second-language 
programs. Then Maine Gov. 
Angus King Jr. defended Ray-
mond, while announcing a 

task force on immigration 
and refugee issues to balance 
being welcoming with recog-
nizing residents' concerns.

Far from parroting the 
refugees' line about, in Alex-
andria city councilor Del Pep-
per's phrase, a "great benefit 
of having them here," these 
efforts recognized both bene-
fits and costs. King acknowl-
edged that such a refugee 
influx "would be difficult for 
any community." 

Alexandria's resolution 
suffers from two glaring de-
fects: (i) While its call on 
other localities to also wel-
come refugees is aspiration-
al, it sets no numerical limit 
on how many refugees we 
should have, opening the 
door, at least theoretically, to 

all 18,000 the executive order 
allows settling here. (ii) The 
resolution insists, contrary 
to other communities' expe-
rience, that "refugees have a 
positive...economic impact on 
the communities where they 
settle," evidencing the same 
misguided thinking Jimm 
Roberts' letter about develop-
ment describes: 

“City hall touts the new 
tax revenue density produces 
without accounting for the 
services the new residents de-
mand for which the new tax 
revenue is insufficient.”

This resolution similarly 
pretends away the reality that 
refugee resettlement also in-
volves costs. 

- Dino Drudi,
Alexandria

Admit that refugees come with costs

To the editor: 
The Democrats had better 

be ready for a tough fight in 
2020, because Latinos in Vir-
ginia and other battleground 
states are working overtime 
to give President Donald 
Trump four more years in the 
White House. 

Virginia Democrats are 
giddy about the recent state-
wide elections, but their 
confidence is misplaced. An 
off-year General Assembly 
election is very different from 
a presidential election, and the 
factors that helped Democrats 
prevail in 2019 will not be 
there to bail them out in 2020. 
For one thing, wealthy liberal 
activists such as George Soros 
were able to funnel massive 
campaign contributions to 
Virginia Democrats because 
there were no competitive 
contests competing for donor 
dollars in other states. For an-
other thing, Trump wasn’t on 
the ballot.

 Virginia Latinos recent-
ly hosted a Trump Victory 
Leadership Initiative train-
ing event to start laying the 
groundwork for 2020. The 
Trump campaign has built 
the largest field operation 
in the history of presidential 
politics, and initiatives like 
these are how we will mobi-
lize that support. 

As an immigrant and 
a small business owner in 
Alexandria, I attended the 
event along with dozens of 
other passionate Latino en-

trepreneurs who are thriving 
thanks to Trump’s liberating 
economic policies. The econ-
omy has finally recovered 
from the Great Recession and 
the economic stagnation that 
followed under President 
Barack Obama, and Latinos 
have made the most of that 
miraculous turnaround. 

 The Old Dominion has 
added around 1000,000 new 
jobs since the 2016 election, 
including 13,000 new man-
ufacturing jobs. By contrast, 
we lost 17,000 manufactur-

ing jobs under Obama, whose 
big-government agenda sti-
fled business growth and 
prevented a genuine eco-
nomic recovery. 

Thanks to the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, Virginians 
saved an average of more 
than $1,200 on their federal 
income taxes last year, and 
the President’s tax cuts are 
projected to directly create 
an additional 32,000 new 
jobs in Virginia during the 
next decade, in addition to 
all the jobs already being cre-
ated in this strong and grow-
ing economy. 

President Trump’s pro-
growth policies have had a 
positive effect on Virginia’s 
unemployment rate, which 
has declined by 1.3 percent-
age points since January 
2017. Our current unemploy-
ment rate of just 2.7 percent, 
in fact, is lower than it’s been 
at any point since 2001. Vir-
ginia Latinos have prospered 

right alongside our neigh-
bors, achieving a 3.1 per-
cent jobless rate that is also 
significantly lower than the 
national average, even as the 
overall Hispanic unemploy-
ment rate has fallen to all 
time lows.  

 If Latinos are going to 
keep building on that prog-
ress in the coming years, we 
need to do our part to ensure 
that Trump gets another four 
years in the White House. 
Events such as the recent 
Trump Victory Leadership 
Initiative training in NOVA 
will play a major role in se-
curing the President’s reelec-
tion next year.

I couldn’t be prouder to 
support this President, which 
is why I’m working with Lati-
nos across the country to 
secure another four years of 
the historic success we’re en-
joying today. 

-Fernando Torrez,
Alexandria

The Trump economy benefits Latinos
President Trump’s pro-growth 
policies have had a positive effect on 

Virginia’s unemployment rate, which has 
declined by 1.3 percentage points since 
January 2017. Our current unemployment 
rate of just 2.7 percent, in fact, is lower 
than it’s been at any point since 2001.”

– Fernando Torrez
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week 
What do you think should happen to the Northern Virginia 
Juvenile Detention Center located in Alexandria?
48% Leave it as is. They're doing a great job and provide 
supportive services not available elsewhere.
31% Close it and relocate the detainees. It will save the city a 
lot of money.
21% Find a way to better use the extra space but keep it open.

This Week 
At its public hearing last weekend, council approved use of 
the old Patrick Henry building as swing space for Douglas 
MacArthur students while their school is rebuilt. What do you 
think of the decision?
A) think it is a great solution.
B) I think it was a reasonable decision.
C) I think it's a bad idea.
D) I don't care.

When you think of south-
ern Thanksgiving traditions, 
perhaps dressing, casseroles 
and watching football come 
to mind. Others of you will 
be reminded of turkey, family 
get-togethers and an abun-
dance of desserts.

But Thanksgiving was 
not celebrated regularly in 
southern states until after 
the Civil War. While George 
Washington declared two 
national days of thanks-
giving while president, that 
tradition was not continued 
by his successors. Rather, it 
was left to individual states 
to declare it as a holiday, 
and many southern states, 
including Virginia, declined 
to do so.

In fact, in 1858, when Al-
exandria’s mayor proposed 
a city holiday, the common 
council voted against the 
motion, the first time a city 
holiday had been rejected. 
Much of the early debate ex-
posed a tension between two 
camps within the city.

On one side were those 
who resisted celebrating a 
holiday that they viewed as a 
New England holiday, related 
to the founding of Massachu-
setts and not related to Vir-
ginia. The other side focused 
on the religious aspect of the 
holiday and emphasized that 
a day off would encourage 
parishioners to attend wor-
ship services. One editorial 
in the Alexandria Gazette 

claimed to represent the tur-
keys of Virginia, who over-
whelmingly voted against 
the adoption of the holiday 
within the Commonwealth.

But while Virginia didn’t 
celebrate Thanksgiving, the 
Alexandria Herald shows us 
that for a time, in 1819 and 
1820, Alexandria did. In Oc-
tober 1819, Mayor Jacob Hoff-
man declared:

“That the said seventh of 
October be religiously ob-
served as a day of thanksgiv-
ing and prayer.” 

The next year, other 
southern locations such as 
Charleston and the state of 
Georgia similarly celebrated 
a day of religious thanksgiv-
ing in October. The Phenix 
Gazette noted in 1832 the dif-
ferent dates used in different 
localities in the United States 
for a day of thanksgiving.

For instance, Maine cele-
brated it on Dec. 2 that year, 
while Rhode Island and New 
Hampshire chose Nov. 25 for 
theirs. In contrast, Governor 
Trumble of Ohio declared 
Nov. 18 a state holiday.

An 1835 editorial in the 
Alexandria Gazette suggest-
ed that the reason the holi-
day was celebrated in New 
England and not Virginia 
was, "the peculiar spirit and 
character of its people and 
that with us, the day would 
not possess its proper effi-
cacy." Others suggested that 
the lack of a state holiday 
was a reflection of Virginia's 
lack of piety.

For instance, in 1848, a 
contributor to the South-
ern Churchman decried the 
lack of a state holiday in 
Virginia. Noting that Penn-
sylvania and Maryland had 

official holidays for Thanks-
giving, the writer criticized 
Virginia’s reluctance to de-
clare a state holiday, saying, 
“It is difficult to imagine 
even a plausible excuse for 
the criminal neglect of a 
public duty; sacredly and 
without scruple recognized 
by other states.”

As the debate over 
Thanksgiving continued into 
the 1850s, readers of the Al-
exandria Gazette expressed 
opposition to its official cel-
ebration. One letter to the 
editor, published on Nov. 15, 
1858, claimed that during the 
last city holiday, "On my way 
to church, I saw open and 
bold dissipation, as if the day 
gave license to it." The writ-
er insisted that "whilst I am 
opposed to a day of thanks-
giving, I am not opposed to 
thanksgiving days, but think 
that every day that we live 
should be one." 

President Abraham Lin-
coln established the annual 
observance of Thanksgiv-
ing in the United States in 
1863, and the holiday was 
celebrated in Alexandria that 
year since it was under Union 
occupation. Sadly, there ar-
en't clear records telling the 
modern-day historian which 
Alexandria resident was the 
first to deep fry their turkey.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

Thanksgiving in early Alexandria

FILE PHOTO
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NOVEMBER 22

BEAUJOLAIS NOUVEAU DAY 
CELEBRATION Join the Alexan-
dria-Caen Sister Cities Committee 
and the Office of Historic Alexandria, 
as they participate in the world’s 
largest wine party. Beaujolais Nou-
veau Day is marked in France on 
the third Thursday in November, the 
earliest French law allows this year’s 
wine to be served. On this year's 
Beaujolais Nouveau Day, celebrate 
the first taste of the 2019 harvest 
in the company of fellow French en-
thusiasts and Sister City supporters. 
While guests enjoy the new flavor of 
the 2019 Beaujolais Nouveau and 
tasty treats, guest speaker Robert 
Cavanaugh of Adventure Wine LLC 
will explain the significance of Beau-
jolais and the current release. 
Time: 7:30 to 10 p.m. 
Location: The Lloyd House, 220 N. 
Washington St. 
Information: alexandriava.gov/shop

NOVEMBER 23

PIANO COMPETITION GOLD 
MEDALIST PERFORMS TWO 
CONCERTOS Gold medalist of the 
2017 Van Cliburn Piano Competition, 
Yekwon Sunwoo will be performing 
two piano concertos, No. 1 and No. 2, 
by Felix Mendelssohn in this one-night 
performance with the Washington 
Chamber Orchestra at its annual 
Benefit Concert. The “Hebrides” and 
the “Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
overtures will also be performed to 
celebrate the 210th anniversary of 
the birth of Mendelssohn. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Location: R. Schlesinger Concert 
Hall, 4915 E. Campus Drive 
Information: www.thewco.org 

ALEXANDRIA CIDER FESTIVAL 
Enjoy a selection of ciders from more 
than 10 Virginia cideries. Ticket 
includes tastings, a souvenir glass, live 
music and fun fall activities.  A food 
truck will be available as well.  Dress for 
the weather – this event is outdoors. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m. 
Location: Office of Historic Alexandria, 
220 N. Washington St. 
Information: https://alexandriava.
gov/shop

OLD TOWN COOKIE CRAWL 
Kick off the holidays early during Old 
Town Business’s first annual Old Town 
Cookie Crawl. Receive a commemo-
rative tin and stop by all 15 stores on 
the crawl to receive a cookie at each 
location. It’s fun for the whole family 
and a great way to explore Old Town’s 
walkable shopping district. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Location: Old Town 
Information: www.visitalexandri-
ava.com/event/old-town-cookie-
crawl/15784/

KIDS CRAFTS AT FRIENDSHIP 
FIREHOUSE Come create and take 
home decorations and craft projects 
inspired by early firefighting history. 
They will make great gifts for the hol-
idays, or any time of year. The event 
is for children ages five through eight 

and their caregivers. Children and 
caregivers will work on crafts and visit 
the historic firehouse together. Tickets 
must be purchased for both adults 
and children. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Location: 107 S. Alfred St. 
Information: https://shop.alexan-
driava.gov

NOVEMBER 24

ALEXANDRIA MAKERS 
MARKET The inaugural Alexan-
dria Makers Market will debut at 
Port City Brewing Company this 
fall. This family-friendly event will 
showcase the creative community of 
Alexandria-based creators, makers, 
designers and crafters, with vendors 
curated from highly talented artisans 
located in Alexandria. A diverse mix 
of local makers will pop-up and take 
over Port City’s parking lot, creating 
a nice experience to pick up some 
unique holiday gifts, while enjoying 
a Port City pint or two. The event will 
also feature DIY workshops through-
out the day in which folks can learn 
to make a variety of crafty items. 
Time: Noon to 6 p.m. 
Location: Port City Brewing Compa-
ny, 3950 Wheeler Ave. 
Information: www.alexandriamak-
ersmarket.com

NOVEMBER 27

THANKSGIVING EVE CELEBRA-

TION Join Village Brauhaus for a 
pre-Thanksgiving celebration with a 
selection of specialty fall cocktails 
and live music from the Chris Brunn 
Duo upstairs in the newly renovated 
Black Forest Bierhall and Bar.  
Time: 8 p.m. 
Location: 710 King St. 
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/listings/village-brauhaus/8772 

NOVEMBER 29

PLAID FRIDAY Head to Old Town 
the day after Thanksgiving and enjoy 
great discounts, merriment and 
good cheer, all while shopping small 
and supporting local businesses. 
Look for plaid posters to find partic-
ipating stores and sales starting at 
6 a.m., continuing all day. Dress in 
plaid to receive a gift card, earn free 
gift-wrapping outside Izalia Spa with 
a $50 purchase from participating 
retailers and grab a limited-edition 
tote when you spend $100 or more. 
Capture the best of Old Town’s 
holiday spirit on Instagram with 
the hashtag #spottedinOT for the 
chance to win a gift card to an Old 
Town Boutique District business of 
choice. After shopping, stop by the 
nearby restaurants and cafés for 
special deals.  
Time: Starting at 6 a.m. 
Location: Old Town 
Information: https://www.oldtown-
business.org/event/plaid-friday/

NOVEMBER 30

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 
SCAVENGER HUNT Old Town Busi-
ness proudly presents the first-ever 
Small Business Saturday Scavenger 
Hunt. Shop and dine in Old Town and 
get your map stamped to win the 
grand prize. Visit 10 businesses to be 
entered to win. Every stamp after the 
first 10 earns another entry into the 
raffle. No purchase is necessary, but 
there are plenty of great promotions 
available at each location. Experience 
cobblestone streets, passionate 
salespeople and an atmosphere so 
authentic that it’ll feel right at home. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Location: Old Town 
Information: www.oldtownbusiness.org

DECEMBER 1

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S 
ALEXANDRIA TOUR Explore 
historic Old Town Alexandria as George 
Washington knew it. This 90-minute 
guided walking tour will explore sites 
associated with Washington and his 
closest colleagues, including John 
Fitzgerald’s warehouse, Captain’s Row, 
Gentry Row, the Apothecary shop, 
Ramsay House, Market Square, the 
Carlyle House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall 
Tavern, Gadsby’s Tavern. and Washing-
ton’s townhouse. The tour is free, and 
no reservations are required. 
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Location: 101 N. Union St. 
Information: 703-379-7460

DECEMBER 5

ARTS ON THE HORIZON PRES-
ENT “SQUEAKERS AND MR. 
GUMDROP” Arts on the Horizon 
presents a show for children ages 2 
to 5. One snowy winter morning, Mr. 
Gumdrop prepares for his annual 
holiday party. When an unexpected 
and curious mouse appears, Mr. 
Gumdrop's routine is thrown for a 
loop. Can these two wildly different 
characters work together to get the 
holiday preparations done in time?  
This nonverbal, imaginative produc-
tion captures the magic of making 
new friends and sharing ideas to 
accomplish big goals. Performances 
last through Dec. 21. 
Time: Varies 
Location: The Lab at Convergence, 
1819 N. Quaker Lane 
Information: www.artsonthehorizon.org

DECEMBER 6

“A CHRISTMAS CAROL” The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria rings 
in the holiday season with a return 
of the classic by Charles Dickens. 
Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly Victo-
rian humbug, travels with ghostly 
guides through Christmas past, 
present and future to find the true 
meaning of the holidays. Complete 
with special effects, Victorian carols 
and Tiny Tim, “A Christmas Carol” is 
a must for the entire family. Shows 
run from Dec. 6 to 22. 
Time: Wednesdays to Fridays at 8 p.m., 
Saturdays and Sundays at 3 and 6 p.m. 
Location: Little Theatre of Alexandria, 

600 Wolfe St. 
Information: www.thelittletheatre.com

DECEMBER 7

49TH ANNUAL CAMPAGNA 
CENTER SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS 
WALK PARADE In 1749, the City of 
Alexandria was officially established 
by three Scottish merchants and 
named after its original founder, John 
Alexander, also of Scottish descent. 
Today, the city continues celebrating 
its heritage with a weekend of festivi-
ties. At the Campagna Center’s iconic 
Scottish Christmas Walk Parade, doz-
ens of Scottish clans dressed in color-
ful tartans parade through the streets 
of Old Town, joined by pipe and drum 
bands from around the region, as well 
as terriers and hounds. The parade, 
which takes place rain or shine, be-
gins at St. Asaph and Wolfe Streets 
and concludes at Market Square with 
a massed band concert. 
Time: 11 a.m. 
Location: Old Town 
Information: www.campagnacenter.
org/scottishwalkweekend 

20TH ANNIVERSARY ALEXAN-
DRIA HOLIDAY BOAT PARADE 
OF LIGHTS Old Town Alexandria's 
historic waterfront will shine for the 
20th Anniversary Alexandria Holiday 
Boat Parade of Lights, as dozens of 
brightly lit boats cruise along one 
mile of the Potomac River shoreline. 
Take part in dockside festivities like 
a beer garden from Port City Brewing 
Company, a Letters to Santa post-
card station from Penny Post and 
food and hot chocolate from Pizzeria 
Paradiso and Dolci Gelati. 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 King St. 
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/holidays/boat-parade

TORPEDO FACTORY ART CEN-
TER HOLIDAY FESTIVAL The Art 
Center joins in the fun on Alexandria’s 
most festive holiday weekend of the 
year. Santa and Mrs. Claus will make 
an appearance. Music and singing fill 
the halls all evening. After sundown, 
the Holiday Boat Parade of Lights 
passes by The Art Center’s doors. Visit 
artists on all three floors to find the 
perfect gift of art. 
Time: 2 to 8 p.m. 
Location: 105 N. Union St. 
Information: www.torpedofactory.org

METROPOLITAN SCHOOL OF 
THE ARTS’ “THE NUTCRACK-
ER” Metropolitan School of the 
Arts’ “The Nutcracker” brings to life 
the gift of imagination with Clara 
and her Nutcracker in a magical 
journey from her Victorian home 
through the Land of Snow and into 
the Land of Sweets, with dazzling 
dancing, a larger-than-life Christmas 
tree, more than 100 dancers and 
Tchaikovsky’s glorious score. Perfor-
mances occur on Dec. 7 and 8. 
Time: Noon and 5 p.m. 
Location: NOVA’s Ernst Community 
Cultural Center, 8333 Little River 
Turnpike 
Information: https://metropoli-
tanarts.org

CALENDAR

Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Market Square, 301 King St. 

Information: 703-746-5592

NOVEMBER 23

ALEXANDRIA TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY Kick off the 
holiday season with free music and dance performances 
and a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus. Admission is free, and 
the event will occur rain or shine. Mayor Justin Wilson and 
Santa will light the tree in front of city hall. The program will 
also feature a performance of “Santa’s Spectacular,” by the 
Metropolitan School of the Arts, carols by T.C. Williams High 
School Choir and a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus.

PHOTO/ NORA DONOVAN 
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Weekly Words

'TIS THE SEASONING by Alan Olschwang, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Big party
5. "Perhaps"
9. Large sum of money, briefly
12. Cascades peak in California
18. El Prado contents
19. Rescue
20. Pro ___ work
21. Victorian game room
22. Horse coat pattern
23. Peeved state
24. Most populous Hawaiian 

island
25. Nut in some Hershey's bars
26. Rat race victims
28. Behaved appropriately (see 

letters 9-12)
30. Con's way out (letters 3-7)
32. Daisy's "The Rise of Skywalk-

er" role
33. Cloistered woman
34. Cheer syllable
35. Significant period
36. Bank staff
38. Like many Valentine's Day 

gifts, in two ways
40. Comparatively cagey
42. Bagel relative
43. Ripped
45. 2000s sitcom centered 

around a third-born child 
(letters 7-10)

53. Unappetizing fare
56. Heavenly sphere
57. Israeli ring dance
58. Gun, as an engine
59. Encountered coincidentally
61. Throat problem, informally
64. Delete
67. "SNL" alum Cheri
68. "Could you show me that?" 

(letters 2-6)
72. Sort of sole
73. Not fooled by
75. Merry adventures
76. Course selections?
78. Alphabetically first three-letter 

compass dir.
79. Bruins' sch.
81. Director Ang
82. ___ buco
83. One of the Midwest's Quad 

Cities (letters 10-13)
91. Poker hand fee
92. "___ wisely!"
93. Mister, in Mexico
97. "Do the Right Thing" actor 

Davis
100. Make forcefully, as a point
103. Tanning lotion spec
105. British rocker Brian
106. Army bed
107. Great anger
108. Many concert attendees 

(letters 5-9)

111. Hospital section (letters 5-8)
116. Scrutinized
117. Devours
118. One of three in some cakes
119. "___ Lisa"
120. Travel by tram
121. Hit that's less common than 

a home run
122. ___ Christian Andersen
123. Glorifying poems
124. Approaching
125. Picks up on
126. Key rarely pressed by itself
127. In ___ (existing)
128. Makes a boo-boo

DOWN
1. Their pay comes from cuts
2. Act of waking
3. Carb-loaded
4. Temporary tattoo dye
5. Bond distributor
6. Meditation chant
7. Spanish warning
8. Still
9. Castle defense
10. Whisper from one who's 

hiding
11. No longer a whisper
12. Stretch across
13. In fine fettle
14. Baby carriers?
15. "Citizen Kane" actor Everett

16. Shoe part under the laces
17. Burning with passion
20. Italian tenor Andrea
27. Wagnerian work
28. Starting squad
29. Raw bar appetizer
31. Con Edison service (Abbr.)
37. Actress Jodi ___ O'Keefe
38. Indian address
39. Unionize?
41. Aztec or Inca
42. Flapper's coiffure
44. Rep. Ilhan
46. Property developer's buy
47. Holey shoe
48. Pronoun in hymns
49. Arizona native
50. Crowds
51. Anti-flood embankments
52. Extremely
53. Produce producer
54. National Hispanic Heritage 

Month honoree
55. "Almost ready!"
60. Petty peeve
61. ___ Speedy (photocopying 

store)
62. Disapproval sound
63. High-___ monitor
65. Summer hrs. in Orlando
66. Dejected
69. Penne ___ vodka
70. Asian flatbread

71. Many a TikTok user
74. Kick out
77. Opposite of paleo-
80. Deacon, for one
81. Kindled
84. "Cobra ___" (YouTube TV 

series)
85. Hero follower?
86. "Oh! Of course!"
87. Chemically related com-

pounds
88. Madagascar critter
89. "Hogwash!"
90. Supports
94. More down-and-out
95. Being tracked, in a way
96. Lists of enrollees
97. Double foursomes
98. 1957 Jimmy Dorsey hit
99. Cholesterol reducer
101. "Queen of Soul" Franklin
102. Describing drudgery
103. Film segments
104. "Can't I?"
109. Shuffles and Nanos
110. "20,000 Leagues Under the 

Sea" writer
112. Org. that delivers
113. Moscow ___ (cocktail)
114. Hairy primates
115. It's pitched in the woods
119. "Calvin and Hobbes" bully

STEVEN A. BLEVINS (55), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 

18, 2019

THOMAS BROWN (83), of Alexandria, Nov. 17, 2019

JEAN INGLING (98), of Alexandria, Nov. 5, 2019

RICHARD MCCAFFREY (85), of Alexandria, Nov. 10, 

2019

SALLY MOORE (95), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 12, 

2019

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE AUCTION: 
THURS. DEC 5 AT 4PM. 311 
Acres offered in 6 large tracts 
and 10 one-acre building lots. 
The zoning offers great potential 
for commercial, industrial, 
residential, agricultural, and 
recreational uses. Long public 
road frontage. Land joins George 
Washington National Forest. 
Located on Magnolia Ave. (Rte. 
501) across from Dickinson Ln. 
in Buena Vista, VA. Minimum 
bid $572,000 (plus 5% buyer's 
premium). Contact Woltz & 
Associates, Inc. Brokers & 
Auctioneers - VA#321. 800-551-
3588 - woltz.com

CATTLE/LIVESTOCK/
FARM

BCIA CULPEPER SENIOR 
BULL SALE, Saturday, 

December 14, Noon, 
Culpeper Agricultural 
Enterprise, Culpeper, VA. 
Selling 65 Angus, Gelbvieh 
Balancer, Simmental and 
SimAngus bulls. Catalog 540-
231-9159. Sale information 
available at www.bcia.apsc.
vt.edu. Sale available online 
at www.cowbuyer.com.

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204- 4130 help wanted/

FARM EQUIPMENT
GOT LAND? Our Hunters 
will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 
1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS

Need CDL Drivers? Advertise 
your JOB OPENINGS 

statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions to reach truck 
drivers. Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net  

PETS
AKC REGISTERED BERNESE 
MOUNTAIN DOG PUPPIES 
8 weeks old, Family Raised, 
Excellent Tri-Colored 
markings, 6 males, 4 
females available. $1500 
each. Great Christmas Gift! 
540-814-1139

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 

(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, 
VIRGINIA

FINANCE DEPARTMENT/
PURCHASING DIVISION

SUITE 301 - BANKER'S 
SQUARE

100 NORTH PITT STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

22314

Sealed proposals for the City of 
Alexandria per specifications will 
be received in the office of the Pur-
chasing Division until the date and 
time designated as follows:

Title: Request for Proposals No. 
872, Transportation Master Plan 
Update – Phase II.

Closing Date and Time: December 
10, 3:00 p.m., prevailing local time

For general inquiries contact James 
Pearson, Contract Specialist, at 
james.pearson@alexandriava.gov.

The City of Alexandria reserves the 
right to reject any and all propos-
als, cancel this solicitation, and to 
waive any informalities or irregu-
larities in procedure.  THE CITY 
REQUIRES ITS CONTRACTORS 
TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYERS.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
FY 2021-2030 Capital Improve-
ment Program (CIP) Budget 
during the Special Called School 
Board Meeting held at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, November 25, 2019, in 
the School Board Meeting Room 
located at 1340 Braddock Place, 
Alexandria. For more information 
or to register to speak at the public 
hearing, please contact the Clerk of 
the Board at 703-619-8316 or email 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY COUN-

CIL
DECEMBER 2019

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commis-
sion and the City Council on 
the dates and times listed below.  
NOTICE:  Some of the items 
listed below may be placed on a 
consent calendar. A consent item 
will be approved at the beginning 
of the meeting without discussion 
unless someone asks that it be 
taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately. The 
Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future 
date. For further information, 
call the Department of Planning 
& Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
www.alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2019
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

Classifieds

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Mixed Beverage on-premise, Beer and Wine on-premise

Monarch Novelties LLC

The Handover

728 King St.  

Alexandria

City of Alexandria 22314

Oglesby Management, by Anna Perault, manager

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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Classifieds

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-001

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Akseizer Design Group LLC

Goldfinch

806 N Fairfax St

Alexandria

22314-1703

Gift Shop

Jeffrey Akseizer

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 
2019
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

The following case description 
has been added for consideration. 
All other previously advertised 
cases for the above hearings 
remain the same.

City Charter Section 9.06 Case 
#2019-0003
4001 Wheeler Avenue
Public Hearing and consider-
ation of a request for Planning 
Commission to review whether 
the proposed purchase of prop-
erty by the City of Alexandria for 
use as a City impound lot and the 
resulting change in use of that 
property is consistent with the 
City of Alexandria Master Plan 
pursuant to Section 9.06 of the 
City Charter. 
Applicant: City of Alexandria

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Subscribe to 
Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get 
your news delivered 
to your email 
Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-
e-edition

Want to get 
your news 

a day before 
everyone else?

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia      $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi          $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta     $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

 A B S O L U T E  F O R E C L O S U R E  

AUCTION

434.847.7741 | info@trfauctions.com
Details at TRFAuctions.com

VAAF501

Thurs, Dec.5 at 12:30PM at the
Olde Dominion Ag Complex

19783 US Hwy 29, Chatham, VA
586 beautifully wooded acres adjoining 
Wildlife Mgmt Area w/ 2,679 additional 

acres to hunt, hike, and enjoy! Offered in 
6 tracts. Min. bid is $975/acre. Tours avail.

 GPS 6267 Circle Creek Rd, Penhook, VA

586 Acres on Turkeycock Mtn
MAJOR LAND

THE NATION’S GUN SHOW

1,300 Tables!    Trade!       Appraisals!
Largest Gun Show in Metro DC!

Over 2 Miles of Guns, Knives & Accessories!

FRI: 3 - 8  |  SAT: 9 - 5  |  SUN: 10 - 5
4320  Chantilly  Shopping  Center,  Chantilly,  VA  20153

VPN

NOVEMBER 22, 23 & 24   Dulles Expo

540-951-1344 TheNationsGunShow.com

Sell !Buy!

NRA National Firearm's Museum .45 Sharps rifle Tom Selleck “Quigley Down Under” 
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 I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an 
extensive network of agents in other locations, we can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

Donna Cramer
Member, NVAR Top Producers
703.627.9578  |  dcramer@McEnearney.com
www.donnacramer.com
109 S. Pitt Street  |  Alexandria, VA 22314

Equal Housing Opportunity

Support us on #GivingTuesday
To benefit Community Lodgings 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 

 The holidays can be extremely difficult for families in need.Your donation will support the

families we serve and is greatly appreciated!

Simply go to www.givelikealocal.org and search for Community Lodgings under “Teams”

When I count my blessings this Thanksgiving, I will think about all of my clients and customers who 
have made this such a successful year.  I will also think of those who are not so blessed.  Giving 
Tuesday is December 3 this year.  You can make such a difference in the life of another person by 

giving, not just your money, but also your time, your talent and especially your kindness.  

 Go to GivingTuesday.org for more information.

Giving More than Thanks this Season


