
Legally blind local Charlie Mitchell 
finds hope on the ice
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Charlie Mitchell first noticed something 
was happening to his vision during his fresh-
man year of high school.

An athlete since he was a kid, Charlie start-
ed to find sports a little harder, whether he 
was playing golf, baseball or hockey. He could 
hardly see the golf ball and, in the outfield, 
pop flies might as well have been surprise at-
tacks from dive bombers.

At the time, Charlie didn’t think it was a 
big deal.

“I never thought enough of it to get it 
checked out at that point,” Charlie said.

Charlie is now legally blind – his vision 
having deteriorated as a result of a genetic 
condition known as Retinitis pigmentosa – 
but his career as an athlete has never been 

Judge rules allegations of harm 
are ‘too speculative’
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Alexandria Circuit Court Judge Lisa Kem-
ler ruled on Nov. 27 to dismiss a lawsuit filed 
against city council’s decision to approve a 
live poultry butcher shop at 3225 Colvin St. 

The hearing was in response to a com-
plaint filed by 10 plaintiffs who own prop-
erty or operate businesses near the slaugh-
terhouse and the city’s motion to dismiss 
the complaint based on standing. Kemler 
ruled to dismiss the case, concluding that 
the alleged harms were “too speculative,” 
according to the plaintiffs’ attorney, Eliza-
beth Seltzer. 

“Judge Kemler’s ruling is frustrating 
to the Plaintiffs,” Seltzer said in an email.  
“… The end result is that the Slaughter-
house plaintiffs … were denied an oppor-

The 44th Annual Alexandria Turkey Trot drew more than 
6,000 runners early Thanksgiving morning. The event 

raised more than $6,000 for ALIVE!, a nonprofit celebrat-
ing its 50th anniversary this year that works to address 

the needs of those less fortunate in the community. In the 
spirit of the Thanksgiving holiday, runners also donat-
ed more than one ton of food for ALIVE!’s food bank. 
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE   HOME TOUR
I am collecting unwrapped toys & books benefiting

Please bring your new, unwrapped toys 
for children ages 5 and under to my  
office located at 121 N. Pitt St., Old 
Town Alexandria by December 9th

DEL RAY

Fabulous 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath Dutch Colonial with 
off street parking. Totally renovated and expanded 

in 2018 with a wonderful open floor plan.  Gourmet 
kitchen with quartz counters and island breakfast 

bar opens to the dining room and living room with 
French doors to a deep fenced yard. Main level half 

bath and study. Three upper level bedrooms including 
the Owner’s suite with walk-in closet. 

$989,000  - Under Contract
DEL RAY

Beautiful 4 bedroom (all upper level), 3 bath colonial 
with off street parking.  Prime location just a short 

stroll to shopping & restaurants on “The Avenue” and 
Braddock METRO. Living room with gas fireplace 
and formal dining room.  Eat-in kitchen with granite 

counters, 42” natural wood cabinetry and adjacent fam-
ily room with abundant windows. Lower level features a 
recreation room, 3rd bath, laundry and storage rooms.  

$1,075,000

A
Corporate

GOLD
Sponsor

Holiday Designer  
Tour of Homes

Saturday, December 7th,  
12:30 - 4 p.m.

The Campagna Center’sThe Campagna Center

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS 

$1,449,000 - Reduced

Lovely 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath brick and stone colonial 
with attached garage built by a prominent builder in 
1948 as his personal residence.  Over 4,600 sq. ft. of 
interior space with generous room sizes, tall ceilings, 

custom built-ins and 3 fireplaces. Many recent updates 
including a brand new Master bath and replacement 
windows throughout. Spacious fenced lot features 
a large flagstone patio, outdoor fireplace, irrigation 

system and exterior lighting.  

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 31 years of experience to work for you!
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The Art League’s annu-
al pop-up holiday ceramics 
sale is set to take place from 
Dec. 6 to 8, according to a 
news release.

The pop-up shop will 
feature hundreds of original 
handmade ceramics works, 
as well as some stained 
glass and jewelry items, ac-
cording to the release. 

Unlike in previous years, 
the event will take place 
at 722 King St., the former 
site of Geranio’s, not the 
Art League’s Madison An-
nex studio. The shop will be 
open noon to 8 p.m. on Dec. 
6, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Dec. 
7 and noon to 5 p.m. on Dec. 
8, according to the release.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

During a 24-hour Yog-
athon, Honest Soul Yoga 
raised $12,627 for Our Mil-
itary Kids, a nonprofit that 
supports the children of de-
ployed National Guard and 
Reserve service members, 
according to a news release.

The money funds grants 
of up to $300 for children 

of deployed service mem-
bers and wounded veterans. 
With the money raised from 
the Yogathon, Honest Soul 
Yoga was able to provide 42 
grants, according to the re-
lease.

The event held personal 
significance for Suzie Mills, 
owner of Honest Soul Yoga. 

Mills is a veteran and was 
the first woman to enter 
PenFed’s Veteran Entrepre-
neur Investment Program, 
according to the release. 
The money she gained from 
the program helped Mills 
open her yoga studio, ac-
cording to the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Mayor Justin Wilson will 
present members of the 
Community Service Board 
with a proclamation honor-
ing the group’s 50 years of 
service on Dec. 10, according 
to a news release.

The CSB was set up to 
provide essential safety net 
services to residents and 

support recovery and resil-
iency for those with men-
tal illness, developmental 
disabilities and substance 
use disorders, according to 
the release. As of 2019, the 
CSB has more than 25 pro-
grams serving over 4,300 
residents.

Appointed by city coun-

cil, the 12 volunteers who 
oversee the CSB direct pol-
icy and budget, develop 
projects and oversee pro-
grams for all of the city’s 
mental health, intellectual 
disability and substance 
use services, according to 
the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.comArt League hosts annual sale

Uplifted tree

Honest Soul Yoga raises more than $10KSenate Federal ribbon cutting

Community Services Board  
honored for 50 years of support

A crane lifted 
the Del Ray 
Christmas tree 
into place at Pat 
Miller Square 
yesterday. The 
Christmas tree 
and menorah 
lighting is Sun-
day at 6 p.m. 

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR

PHOTO/MARGARET STEVENS
The U.S. Senate Federal Credit Union held a ribbon cutting 
ceremony for its new headquarters at 1310 Braddock Place 
on Wednesday morning. The building is named after Bertie 
Bowman, the longest serving black staff member on Capitol 
Hill. Bowman has spent 44 years on the board of the USSFCU, 
including two terms as chair. From left to right: Jay Moore, 
Judy Rainey, Tom Wacker, Ileana Garcia, Bertie Bowman, Margo 
Rushing, Chris Dey, Chris Shunk and Tony Zagami.

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the news every week.  

Please show them your thanks by patronizing their businesses.
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The pets-in-waiting are asking Santa for a home of their own this 
holiday.  Your donation sustains them while they wait.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

In this season of giving, please remember the Shelter pets, 
awaiting new homes in the new year.

Make an animal’s pawliday!  Adopt a pet from the AWLA in 
December and their adoption fee is pre-paid.  Or,  make a 

donation at AlexandriaAnimals.org/donate to help animals in 
your community all year long.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

~ Phoenix  ~ 

~ Scottish Walk Salute  ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

Real-world experience is embedded into 
Madeira’s ambitious academic program.

100%
G R A D U AT E  W I T H

AMAZING 
INTERNSHIPS3

www.madeira.org

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE

Optional tours begin at 12:00 pm

Saturday, December 7 • 1:00 pm

RunningBrooke, a do-
nor-based fund of ACT for 
Alexandria focused on rais-
ing money to provide chil-
dren with opportunities to 
stay active, is celebrating its 
10th anniversary this year.

The organization kicked 
off the celebration on Oct. 

19 with a star-lit gala. 
Since Brooke Sydnor Curran 
founded RunningBrooke in 
2009, the organization has 
worked to boost classroom 
physical activities in local 
schools build community 
playgrounds and support 
local nonprofits, according 

to RunningBrooke’s web-
site. 

RunningBrooke achieved 
nonprofit status in 2016 and 
has invested $1.5 million 
back into the community 
since 2009, according to the 
website.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

RunningBrooke celebrates 10 years

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the news every week.  

Please show them your thanks by patronizing their businesses.

Alexandria native Adam 
Richelieu was named an 
honoree in the Forbes 30 
Under 30 list Class of 2020 
for his work in the National 
Football League, Forbes an-
nounced on Tuesday. 

The list includes 30 hon-
orees for each of 20 catego-
ries. Richelieu, pictured  at 
right, was recognized in the 
sports category. 

As a liaison between the 
NFL Players Association and 
NFL agents, Richelieu bro-
kered an agreement to stan-
dardize the language in rookie 
contracts, according to Forbes. 
He also helped increase posi-
tion-specific contract values. 
As a result of the change, wide 
receiver salaries are 35 percent 
higher than they’ve been the 
past three years.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Alexandrian named to Forbes 30 Under 30 list
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O L D  T O W N  A L E X A N D R I A

Imagery is for illustrative purposes only. Features, fi nishes, and prices are subject to change without notice. EYA LLC, through its various development affi  liates, builds homes in the Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC metropolitan area. 
References to “EYA” refer to EYA LLC. EYA Marketing LLC markets, advertises, and sells each EYA affi  liated property as agent for the seller. Robinson Landing is being developed by RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, RTS Condo 
Associates LLC, and RT Parking Associates LLC, each responsible for certain specifi c components of the project (collectively the “Robinson Landing Development Entities”). The Robinson Landing Development Entities are each solely and 
exclusively responsible for its portion of the development of the Robinson Landing community. No representations regarding the development, construction or sale of any portion of the Robinson Landing community is made by EYA LLC or any 
EYA affi  liate except the Robinson Landing Development Entities. Sales by EYA Marketing LLC, agent for RT South Associates LLC, RTS Homes Associates LLC, and RTS Condo Associates LLC.

Open by Appointment. Call 703-997-2210 or visit EYA.com/RLwaterfront

300 SOUTH UNION STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ONE-LEVEL LIVING.
ONE LEGENDARY LOCATION.

Discover spacious condominium living at ROBINSON LANDING. Designed to embrace the Old Town waterfront, residents will 
enjoy private river views and access to a suite of onsite amenities such as concierge service, fi tness and yoga studios, pet spa, 

and private reserved garage parking. Come visit the most anticipated new neighborhood in Old Town Alexandria.

2 Bedroom / 2 Bath Condominiums from $1.6M | Waterfront Condominiums from $2.7M
Available for 2020 Move-In
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Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the beltway 
and our nation’s capital. Hermitage Northern 

Virginia offers rooftop views of Washington, D.C. 
surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped 

gardens. Free yourself from the hassles of home 
ownership, and spend time exploring your passions 
or finding new ones. At Pinnacle Living, our team 

works closely with residents, families and loved ones 
to fulfill our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. 
We are here for those who seek independence, 

combined with a secure plan for the future.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

With Thanksgiving in 
the rearview mirror, the 
holiday season is in full 
swing. There are a number 
of holiday events taking 
place throughout the city 
this weekend, including 
the 49th annual Campagna 
Center Scottish Christmas 
Walk Weekend and Parade, 
the Holiday Boat Parade of 
Lights and Del Ray’s Holi-
days on the Avenue.

The Scottish Christmas 
Walk Weekend is an annu-
al weekend-long series of 
holiday events in Old Town 
commemorating the Scot-
tish roots of Alexandria’s 
founder, John Alexander. 
The event kicks off on Fri-
day with a Taste of Scotland 
Scotch tasting and a holiday 
Heather and Greens sale of 
wreaths and garlands.

The Scotch tasting takes 

place from 6:30 to 10 p.m. on 
Friday at 277 S. Washington 
St. The event is sold out. The 
Heather and Greens sale takes 
place at The Campagna Cen-
ter’s location at 418 S. Wash-
ington St.

Festivities continue on 
Saturday with a holiday 
home tour through Old 
Town. Tickets cost $40 and 
tours run from 12:30 to 4 
p.m. The main event, how-
ever, is the Scottish Christ-
mas Walk Parade. Start-
ing at 11 a.m., the city’s 
Scottish clans will march 
through the streets of Old 
Town with bagpipes, drums, 
dancers, dogs and even San-
ta Claus in tow.

The 2019 Holiday Boat 
Parade of Lights also takes 
place on Saturday. From 2 to 
8 p.m., attendees can enjoy a 
pop-up beer garden from Port 

City Brewing Company, holi-
day music, a letters to Santa 
postcard station and plenty of 
food along the waterfront. 

At 3:30 p.m., Santa and 
Mrs. Claus will arrive by 
fireboat at the Marina to 
take photos with children 
and families. And at 5:30 
p.m., the parade begins, as 
dozens of boats covered in 
bright lights cruise along 
the waterfront.

Finally, Del Ray’s Hol-
idays on the Avenue ends 
the weekend of holiday fes-
tivities on Sunday with the 
annual Christmas tree and 
menorah lighting, a spe-
cial appearance from Santa, 
caroling and opportunities 
for shopping up and down 
Mount Vernon Avenue. The 
event starts at 6 p.m. at Pat 
Miller Square.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

The holiday season hits Alexandria

COURTESY IMAGE
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Embarking on an inspired transformation, 
Westminster at Lake Ridge is enhancing 
our community to reflect the very best in 
community living. See our plans for the new 
Center for Healthy Living, plus extraordinary 
new amenities throughout. Discover your 
inspiration to live life to the fullest.

Westminster at Lake Ridge—be inspired.

Westminster at Lake Ridge is a not-for-profit, CARF-accredited, 
SAGECare-certified, life plan community. 703-910-3998  //  www.wlrva.org

INDEPENDENT LIVING 

 ASSISTED LIVING 

MEMORY CARE 

LONG-TERM CARE 

SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION 

HOME CARE

BE Inspired

tunity to challenge the City’s 
hasty approval of the slaugh-
terhouse or the potential 
harms it presents to them.”

City council approved the 
special use permit for the 
controversial butcher shop 
on March 26. 

The halal poultry market 
and live butcher shop, which 
is not yet open for business, 
will be operated by DC Poul-
try Market, a nationwide halal 
meat operation also known as 
Saba Live Poultry. At the shop, 
customers will choose their 
chickens from a windowless 
holding room, then wait on 
the premises for the chickens 
to be slaughtered.

The slaughterhouse is in 
close proximity to several 
pet businesses and residenc-
es. Leading up to council’s 
SUP approval, several of 
those residents and business 
owners expressed concerns 
about odors, parking, chick-
en delivery and trash pickup. 

In their complaint, the 10 
plaintiffs addressed several 
of these concerns. 

Kemler first dismissed 
the case for lack of standing 
on Sept. 26, but allowed the 
plaintiffs to amend the com-
plaint to include more par-
ticularized harm, according 
to Seltzer. Plaintiffs filed the 
second amended complaint 

on Oct. 16. 
In the amended complaint, 

the plaintiffs assert that “de-
fendants did not impose clear 
or specific conditions on the 
Applicant nor require specific 
equipment to prevent” plain-
tiffs from hearing slaughter 
noises, plaintiffs from smell-
ing odors or blood from seep-
ing into the ground, among 

other specific allegations of 
harm. Despite the outlined 
allegations, Kemler dismissed 
the case again.

“By dismissing the Sec-
ond Amended Complaint 
for lack of standing, Judge 
Kemler denied Plaintiffs any 
opportunity to examine the 
City’s failure to properly 
conduct appropriate review 

of the slaughterhouse SUP 
and their failure to impose 
adequate safeguards and 
conditions to prevent harms 
to Plaintiffs’ properties and 
businesses,” Seltzer said in 
an email. 

Mary Ann Hollis, a plaintiff 
who lives less than a half mile 
from 3225 Colvin St., said she 
was disappointed in the judge’s 
decision and frustrated with 
the local government. 

“The Mayor and the City 
Council are showing a pat-
tern of operating foolishly 
and ignoring common sense 
local concerns,” Hollis said in 
an email. 

Saba Live Poultry owner 
Abdul Mused could not be 
reached for comment. Mused 
told news sources in Octo-
ber that he plans to open the 
shop in early January. 

Seltzer said the plain-
tiffs are weighing their op-
tions moving forward, one of 
which is filing an appeal with 
the Virginia Supreme Court. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

SLAUGHTERHOUSE  FROM | 1

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
DC Poultry Market's live poultry butcher shop will be located at 3225 Colvin St.
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better. As of this year, Char-
lie is one of six new players to 
join the USA National Blind 
Hockey Team.

For the first time in years, 
Charlie and his wife Katie 
Mitchell have something they 
thought was lost: hope.

“It was just really helpful to 
snap me out of that negative 
mindset and to start question-
ing what my boundaries are 
with the visual impairment 
and just assuming that I can’t 
do things,” Charlie said.

Originally from Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, Charlie 
moved to Indiana to attend 
the University of Notre Dame, 
where he met Katie freshman 
year. After his time at Notre 
Dame, Charlie went to law 
school at George Washington 
University in D.C. from 2012 
to 2015. The couple now live 
in Potomac Yard with their 
two daughters.

It was in 2012 that he 
really started to struggle, 
Charlie said. 

“It was actually my first 
year of law school that I 
started having a really hard 
time, especially at night,” 
Charlie said. “It got to the 
point where I just couldn’t 
drive at night.”

Charlie got pulled over 
one night while driving. 
Around the same time, Ka-
tie said she started to notice 
other warning signs. 

The couple knew things 
were serious after a friend-
ly racquetball competition 
turned frightening.

“One night we were play-
ing racquetball, and I’m 
pretty competitive. I was de-
stroying him, and he was like, 
‘Katie, I can’t see the ball’ 
and I was like, ‘Yeah right,’” 
Katie said. “I went to toss 
him the ball … and I threw it 
just an inch to the left and he 
didn’t even flinch.”

Katie took Charlie to the 
emergency room, fearing 
his vision loss was due to a 
brain tumor or something life 
threatening, Katie said. The 

couple quickly realized that 
wasn’t the case and began 
seeing eye doctors.

Eventually, Charlie went 
to a specialist at Johns Hop-
kins Hospital in Baltimore, 
who dropped the news at 
Charlie’s feet: He had a de-
generative genetic condition.

“After he worked me up 
and they did all kinds of cra-
zy tests, he’s like, ‘I think you 
have a genetic disease and 
you’re going to progressively 
lose your vision,’” Charlie said. 
“And he just kind of dropped it 
on me without any prepara-
tion, and I was kind of in shock 
for the rest of the day.”

Charlie had a million 
questions, he said. Was he 
going to be able to continue 
his work at the law firm? How 
fast would he lose his vision?

Charlie’s vision had al-
ready started progressively 
fading. He stopped driving in 
2013 and started taking the 
Metro, but blind spots and 
decreasing detailed vision 
made even that difficult. Go-
ing through Metro stations, 
Charlie would constantly 
bump into people, he said.

In the years after his di-
agnosis, Charlie struggled to 
adapt to his condition and a 
new way of life. He started to 
recede into himself, he said, 
pulling away from Katie and 
his coworkers at the law firm. 
He started to tell himself cer-
tain things were just too dif-
ficult, Charlie said.

“We have a happy hour ev-
ery month and I just stopped 

going because I didn’t feel 
comfortable,” Charlie said. 
“‘I’m gonna go in there and I’m 
not gonna recognize anyone 
and I’m gonna be making a 
fool out of myself.’ I was in that 
kind of negative mindset.”

“More and more he kind 
of faded away and was throw-
ing himself into his work and 
making that his thing. We 
call them the Dark Days,” Ka-
tie said. “… We’d go out and 
he’d kind of get frustrated 
or he wouldn’t even tell me 
he was frustrated. But it was 
clear that he wasn’t enjoying 
what we were doing.”

Eventually, Charlie’s vi-
sion deteriorated to the point 
where he had to turn to oth-
ers for help. He started work-
ing with the Virginia Depart-
ment for the Blind and Vision 
Impaired and, in April, went 
down to Richmond for a three 
month-long training session 
where he learned how to use 
assistive technology, text to 
speech software and a white 
cane.

Charlie started reach-
ing out to other attorneys 
in the DMV with visual im-
pairments to learn how they 
adapted, he said.

Then, in December 2018, 
Charlie learned of a blind 
hockey team in Arlington 
through a coworker, and ev-
erything changed, he said.

“People hear blind hockey 
and they think it’s crazy and 
I kind of thought the same 

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Charlie and Katie Mitchell struggled for years to adapt to Char-
lie's condition, but things have improved since Charlie found 
blind hockey, the couple said.

Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly 
Victorian humbug, travels 
with ghostly guides through 
Christmas past, present, 
and future to find the true 
meaning of the holidays. 
A Christmas Carol is a must 
for the entire family!

www.thelittletheatre.com

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

A Christmas Carol
12/6-12/22

Port City Profile

Tails High rescues aban-
doned and homeless cats and 
kittens and prepares them 
for adoption into perma-
nent homes. Tails High is an 
all-volunteer, foster-home-
based, nonprofit group.

The nonprofit offers 
community outreach, tem-
porary custody and spay/
neuter assistance. It also 
considers special needs cats.

Tails High is always ac-
cepting volunteers who want 
to help. There are many ways 
to do just that, from fund-
raising to helping run adop-
tion events.

If you’re at least 18 and 
want to work with the cats, 
you can become a feeder/
caregiver in Annandale or 
in Del Ray.

The nonprofit accepts 
foster parent applications 
year-round since the cats 
and kittens live in foster 
homes while waiting.

To help, you can join the 
newsletter, social media, or 
web site teams

If you are not yet 18, but 
want to spend time with the 
cats, you must have a par-

ent or guardian attend with 
you. You can also help set up 
adoption events and help to 
clean the cages after the cats 
have gone to the event.

Tails High participates in 
the annual Combined Fed-
eral Campaign fundraising 
drive. Please consider includ-
ing Tails High for your CFC or 
year-end donation.

AT A GLANCE
Location: Cats are in foster 

homes.
Year opened: 2009
Type of non profit: Cage-free 

cat rescue and adoption 
organization

Hours of operation: Email 
anytime. Adoption events 
at multiple locations

Phone: 703-819-5240
Email: meow@tailshigh.org
Website: www.tailshigh.org
Facebook: www.facebook.

com/tailshigh
Instagram: @tailshigh

Tails High

COURTESY PHOTO

BLIND HOCKEY FROM | 1
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thing, but she connected me 
with the team, and I went 
out and gave it a try,” Charlie 
said. “… I’ve been hooked on 
it ever since.”

Having played hockey up 
until college, it took time for 
Charlie to adjust to playing 
the sport in a new way.

In blind hockey, every-
thing from the equipment 
to the rules have been ad-
justed to meet the condi-
tions of those with visual 
impairments. The net is a 
foot shorter, in order to even 

the playing field for goalies, 
who are, by the rules, totally 
blind. The puck is larger and 
full of ball bearings so that 
players can track it by sound.

“One of the biggest adap-
tations for me is just devel-
oping the ability to track the 
puck audibly rather than vi-
sually,” Charlie said. “It took 
me several months before I 
could hear the puck sliding 
and be able to pick it up on 
my stick without missing it 
or skating past it.”

The most major rule dif-
ference is that when an of-
fensive player enters the 

offensive zone on the oth-
er team’s side, they have to 
complete at least one pass 
before taking a shot.

“The ref carries a sound 
device in his hand and when 
that pass is completed from 
offensive player to offensive 
player in the offensive zone, 
they will sound the buzz-
er so all players on the ice, 
including the goalie, know 
the pass was good and now 
it’s about to be coming,” 
Michael Svac, coach for the 
USA National Blind Hockey 
Team, said.

Between his involvement 
in local blind hockey teams 
and his time down in Rich-
mond, Charlie’s morale is on 
the mend, along with his re-
lationship with Katie.

“The three months away 
[in Richmond] and then blind 
hockey, I feel like I got my 
husband back this year,” Ka-
tie said. “It’s almost become 
a blessing in a way – not that 
I would wish this on anybody 
– but it’s given us this total-
ly different perspective and 
made us really thankful for 
all the little things.”

Seeing Charlie padded 
up and back out on the ice 
still brings a tear to her eye, 
Katie said.

This year, Charlie’s time 
on the ice has given him 
something he never dreamed 
of, even when he was playing 
sighted hockey: a spot on the 
USA National Team. 

While playing for the D.C. 
blind hockey team, Charlie 
travelled to Tampa, Florida in 
April for an annual disabled 
ice hockey festival, where he 
managed to secure a place in 
the preliminary tryouts for 
the national team.

In July, Charlie went to a 
training camp in Utica, New 
York, the hub of the national 
team, where the coaches se-
lected the final team lineup. 
Charlie gave the team strategic 
and adaptive value, Svac said.

“Charlie gave us a unique 
ability because I was im-
pressed at camp with his abil-
ity to play both offense and 

defense,” Svac said. “… He 
has tremendous speed when 
he gets control of the puck, 
so it allows him to, one, have 
a little more vision than oth-
ers on defense and he also has 
the ability to be able to skate 
the puck up ice as opposed to 
just throwing the puck.”

Although blind hockey has 
a 40-year history in Canada, it 
is a relatively new para-sport in 
the U.S. The sport is growing, 
with teams in development 
or established in most major 
U.S. cities. The national blind 
hockey program is still limit-
ed in terms of resources and 
funding, but the end goal is 
to grow the game to the point 
where it joins the Paralympics 
in 2026, Svac said. 

Just last year, Charlie 
thought he’d never play hock-
ey again, and now he’s look-
ing to head to the Paralym-
pics. Where he once saw 
limitations, Charlie now sees 
possibilities, he said.

“The big difference is if 
something would have come 
along a year ago, my default 
position would have been to 
say, ‘I can’t do that because 
of my vision,’” Charlie said. 
“Now, I’m much more of the 
mindset of, ‘Yeah, I’ll give 
it a shot.’ I might have to do 
it a different way – I might 
have to figure things out – 
but I’m not just gonna as-
sume I can’t do something 
because of my vision.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Season

Adult: $20-$85 Student: $10 Youth: $5
(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

Nutcracker & 
elliNgtoN

Saturday, 
Dec 14, 2019 ∙ 7 p.m.*

SuNday,   
Dec 15, 2019 ∙ 2 p.m.

Prelude to Hänsel and Gretel
Tchaikovsky & Duke Ellington: 
Nutcracker Suite

*Saturday’s performance includes visuals

Stay after for a 

family-friendly 
holiday party!

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Top: Charlie Mitchell provides the National Blind Hockey team with 
strategic value, since he can easily shift between offense and defense.
Bottom: In blind hockey, the puck is larger and filled with ball 
bearings to allow players to track the puck audibly.

BLIND HOCKEY FROM | 8
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Noted author  
documented several 
local treasures
BY LUKE ANDERSON

William Seale, an Al-
exandria historian, author 
and resident, died Nov. 21 in 
Washington D.C. following a 
long illness. He was 80.

Seale was born and raised 
in Beaumont, Texas and be-
came interested in archi-
tecture and antiques at an 
early age. His father was a 
contractor who built houses 
and his mother “had an eye 
for interiors and could easily 
date furnishings in them,” 
Seale said in a National Park 
Service interview. 

He graduated from 
Southwestern University 
and received a master’s and 
Ph.D. from Duke University 
before beginning his career 
as a professor of history at 

Lamar College in Texas.
He married his wife, Al-

exandrian Lucinda Smith 
Seale, in Christ Episcopal 
Church on North Washing-

ton Street in 1966. By 1969, 
he had quit full-time teach-
ing and, in 1971, worked 
with Henry-Russell Hitch-
cock on writing a history 

of the state capitols, which 
sparked his interest in pub-
lic buildings.

In the early 1970s, Seale 
worked briefly as a curator at 

the Smithsonian Institution 
before he began work as an 
independent contractor with 
the White House Historical 
Association, contributing to 
their publications for more 
than 40 years.

Seale was the founding 
editor of “White House Histo-
ry Quarterly,” a journal of the 
White House Historical Asso-
ciation. He also appeared in 
many interviews and panels 
on CSPAN and was instru-
mental in preserving many 
historic structures across the 
country, including multiple 
state capitol buildings and 
governors’ mansions.

Some of his most notable 
books include “The tasteful 
interlude: American inte-
riors through the camera’s 
eye, 1860–1917” (1975), the 
two-volume “The Presi-

OPEN HOUSE
You’re Invited To Our

This Saturday 
Dec. 7, Between 10 to 3

• See the latest Window and Door trends.
• FREE Drawing For $3,000 of New Windows.
• FREE Drawing For $2,000 New Entry Door.
• Come meet the Window & Door pros.
• Food & Refreshments

631 S Patrick St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

www.SunBriteWindowsandDoors.com

We’re Here To Help... Let Us Be 
Your “Personal Window Consultants!”

703 912-0300
*Discount applies to savings off purchase & installation cost of 4 Windows. Restrictions and conditions

apply, Call us for details. Cannot be combined with previous purchase. Full Frame Installations. 

If You Need New Replacement Windows Or A New Door...
Stop In This Saturday And You May Get Them FREE! 3599

INSTANT REBATE

Special SALE

25
The COST 

Of Each Window*

%
OFF

Plus...
25
The INSTALLATION 
Of Each Window*

%
OFF

Alexandria Gazette 12-5-19_Alexandria Gazette 9-25-19  12/3/19  4:19 PM  Page 1

Local historian William Seale dies at 80

SEE SEALE | 11

Left: Dr. William Seale.
Right: Seale leads a group on a walking tour of Embassy Row in fall 2007.

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT PHOTO/RALPH GOODRICH
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dent’s House: A History” 
(1986 and 2008) and “Blair 
House: The President’s 
Guest House” (2016).

The historian’s affilia-
tion with the White House 
allowed him to study its 
history, but it also allowed 
him to experience history 
in the making firsthand. 
Throughout his career, he 
met many presidents and 
first ladies and was afford-
ed a rare glimpse into their 
personal lives, in good 
times and bad.

Seale was inside the 
White House on the day 
Richard Nixon resigned.

“It was the strangest 
thing I have ever experi-
enced,” Seale told Presiden-
tial historian Richard Nor-
ton Smith in March 2011. 
“The day of the actual resig-
nation I was over there and 
the action was taking place 
in the East Room of the state 
floor, and people on the 
floor below were all watch-
ing it on television.”

Seale was also interested 
in the abundant history of 
Alexandria.

To commemorate the 
250th anniversary of Alexan-
dria, Seale wrote “A guide to 
historic Alexandria” (2000). 
Jean Taylor Federico was di-
rector of the Office of Histor-
ic Alexandria at the time and 
said she remembers Seale for 
his wonderful storytelling.

“I just admire someone 
who can write with such ease 
and tell such a great story,” 
Federico said.

When Federico initially 
entered the director posi-
tion, she remembered Seale 
being one of the first people 
to invite her to dinner at his 
home.

“He talked a lot about the 
importance of the history of 
the town and how that need-
ed to be preserved, and he 
was really counting on me to 
make sure it happened,” Fed-
erico said, laughing.

“He was just a marvelous 

spirit,” said photographer 
Louise Krafft, who met him 
during her time at the Alex-
andria Gazette. “He was so 
passionate about historic 
preservation and the im-
portance of understanding 
history through the build-
ings people lived in and 
used on a daily basis.”

In 2007, Seale wrote “The 
Alexandria Library Compa-
ny,” a book documenting the 
history of a subscription li-
brary founded in Alexandria 
in 1794 and modelled after 
the Library Company of Phil-
adelphia, which was founded 
by Benjamin Franklin. The 
library served Alexandria 
until the first public library 
opened in 1932. 

Seale asked Krafft to help 
him supplement the book 
with photographs. He gave 
her access to all the archives 
in the historic section, which 
contained items that were 
more than 200 years old.

Former Library Company 
President Oscar Fitzgerald 
said that Seale’s approach 
to researching the Library 
Company was “quite clev-
er.” Seale looked at all the 
books acquired by the library 
during certain periods and 
determined the interests 
of Alexandrians who lived 
during those times based on 
the topics of the books being 
read, Fitzgerald said.

The book went on to win 
the 2008 Alexandria Histor-
ical Society Award.

Perhaps one of Seale’s 
most extraordinary discover-
ies was a set of gates at River 
Farm that once guarded the 
White House. Seale was on 
the board of the American 
Horticultural Society, whose 
headquarters are still at Riv-
er Farm, just a short distance 
from Mount Vernon.

In 2002, Katy Moss Warner 
was president of the society 
and was having discussions 
with Seale about how to im-
prove the property and return 
it to the original formation.

Warner said that while 
walking the property to-

gether one day, Seale spot-
ted the rusty, bent gates be-
neath some vines. She said 
that he immediately rec-
ognized them as the White 
House’s former northeast 
gates, which had been in-
stalled shortly after the War 
of 1812 and later removed 
during a renovation in the 

1930s. Under Seale’s direc-
tion, the gates were restored 
and remain a focal point of 
the property to this day.

Seale's impact on Alexan-
dria is best summarized in his 
own words, delivered in a key-
note address to the Board of 
Architectural Review in 2007:

“I tried to stand aside 

from this town [...] and see 
it in the broader context of 
American history and his-
toric preservation,” he said. 
“It is interesting when you 
do that, to realize how much 
greater and more pivotal 
Alexandria is than just the 
town we know everyday.”

-landerson@alextimes.com

SEALE FROM | 10
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Dunbar – Alexandria Olympic Boys & Girls Club

Youth development activities / college prep / homework 
help / leadership opportunities / open gym / summer 

camp / sports leagues / arts /stem

Contact info: (703) 549-3077
phall@bgcgw.org
facebook.com/AlexandriaBGC

free membership for miliary – united 
health – anthem health keepers

Open Weekdays 2 – 7:30 pm
401 North Payne Street | Alexandria VA 22314

BGCGW United Way #8047 / CFC #44919

T&ES outlines sidewalk 
riding regulations, 
higher permit fees for 
companies
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Department of Trans-
portation and Environ-
mental Services staff pre-
sented a recommendation 
to city council for a phase 
two e-scooter pilot program 
during a legislative meeting 
on Nov. 26.

With council’s final vote 
on the pilot program fast ap-
proaching on Dec. 14, staff 
outlined several key chang-
es to sidewalk riding regu-
lations, permitting fees and 
equity that would be imple-
mented in a potential phase 
two pilot program. 

“While we do see the val-
ue of this new mode of trans-
portation and the improved 
mobility it offers residents, 
we fully recognize that as a 
city there are still many chal-
lenges we need to resolve 
before we’d be ready for a 

permanent program,” Katye 
North, Mobility Services di-
vision chief, said. “At this 
time, we are recommending 
a phase two pilot program 
that would allow us to make 
changes to the existing pro-
gram and evaluate the im-
pacts of those changes.”

Staff’s recommendation 
to council is to approve a 
phase two pilot program, an 
ordinance adopting scooter 
regulations and a resolution 
creating an ad hoc scooter 
task force.

When the original pilot 
program launched in Janu-
ary, it was designed both to 
give riders access to fleets 
of dockless electric scooters 
and to create a regulatory 
framework for the new form 
of micromobility. Since Janu-
ary, seven scooter companies 
have signed the city’s mem-
orandum of understanding 
and are now operating fleets 
in the city. 

The program has drawn 
high levels of ridership 

within the city. There are 
about 15,000 average users 
per month who have taken 
230,000 total trips, accord-
ing to the staff presentation. 
This averages out to almost 
26,000 trips per month.

The pilot also has many 
vocal critics. Residents have 
expressed concern about side-
walk riding, improper parking, 
enforcement, while members 
of council have called atten-
tion to underage riding, ineq-
uity in the program and the 
potential environmental im-
pact of the devices.

During the summer, T&ES 
made changes to the pilot to 
address some of these con-
cerns. In July, staff implement-
ed no parking geofenced zones 
on the waterfront, in Market 
Square and at some Metro 
stops and, in August, installed 
parking corrals in Old Town.

Over the course of the last 
three months, staff collected 
community feedback on its 
proposed draft recommenda-
tions and sought input from 

boards, commissions and 
council. The changes made 
in the phase two pilot reflect 
that feedback, urban planner 
Vicki Caudullo said.

Through an online com-
munity feedback form re-
leased in October, staff found 
that, among 829 respon-
dents, 51 percent support-
ed continuing with a phase 
two pilot and 49 percent did 
not. Forty percent of those 
who responded had ridden a 
scooter, while 60 percent had 
never ridden one.

According to staff, scoot-
ers have increased commut-
ing options and mobility in 
the city. About 50 percent 
of riders reported that they 
rode scooters instead of driv-
ing, and between 20 and 25 
percent of trips started or 
ended near a Metro stop, be-
fore the shutdown. 

Although he said he was 
encouraged by some of the 
data, councilor Canek Agu-
irre questioned the data that 
the companies provided to 
the city and expressed the 
desire for demographic data 
on riders moving forward.

“What other data are 
they willing to share with 
us?” Aguirre asked. “Because 
since they’re collecting so 
much information, I think 
it would be useful for us as 
a city, to at least have some 
type of access to it.”

Staff did propose chang-
es to ensure the companies 
provide more relevant data 
should council move forward 
with the pilot.

“When you’re looking at 

some of the changes we’re 
proposing, one of the chang-
es we are saying is that we’re 
requiring operators to pro-
vide data on active custom-
ers by zip code,” Yon Lam-
bert, director of T&ES, said.

Staff also proposed chang-
es meant to address safety 
concerns, particularly those 
around sidewalk riding. Un-
der the phase two pilot, the 
city would ban sidewalk rid-
ing in Old Town from the wa-
terfront to West Street and 
from Montgomery to Wilkes 
streets as well as on Mount 
Vernon Avenue in Del Ray. 

As part of phase two, staff 
would also look at other ar-
eas of the city where it makes 
sense to prohibit sidewalk 
riding, North said.

Staff also proposed re-
ducing the speed limit for 
scooters from 20 to 15 miles 
per hour and adding regula-
tions for their use, such as 
limiting one rider per de-
vice and prohibiting scoot-
ers within specific parks, 
Caudullo said.

Councilor John Chapman 
asked why staff chose not to 
extend the scope of sidewalk 
regulations to all of Old Town.

“Really we’re focusing in 
on the areas that have the 
highest pedestrian volumes 
as well as narrow sidewalks,” 
Caudullo said. 

City Manager Mark Jinks 
clarified that, “For enforce-
ment purposes, [regulations] 
needed to be something clear 
and crisp.”

City staff recommends phase two scooter pilot

SEE SCOOTERS | 31

When you’re looking at some of 
the changes we’re proposing, one 
of the changes we are saying is 

that we’re requiring operators to provide 
data on active customers by zip code.”

– Yon Lambert,
director, T&ES
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Holiday 
Gift Guide

BY MISSY SCHROTT

Maybe you’re the per-
son running down the stairs 
Christmas morning hoping 
that the biggest present un-
der the tree has your name 
on the tag. Or maybe you’re 
the wise soul reminding your 
family, “Good things come in 
small packages.” But some-
times the best gifts don’t 
come in packages at all.

This week’s Holiday Gift 
Guide is focusing on those 
gifts, specifically the ones that 
allow you to experience all 
that Alexandria has to offer. 

Experiential gifts are 
great for the person who al-
ready buys everything they 
need. They’re also a great gift 

for the whole family when 
you’re looking for something 
to do over the holidays, or for 
your friend group when you 
need an activity for the an-
nual holiday get-together. 

From wreath-making 
workshops and painting 
classes to symphony tickets 
and self-defense lessons, we 
have you covered when it 
comes to experiential pres-
ents. In next week’s gift 
guide, we’ll list our favorite 
eco-friendly gifts.   

AR Workshop
We all have that one 

friend who crochets their 
own mittens, addresses their 
Christmas cards in calligra-
phy and spends more time on 

Pinterest than they probably 
should. For the craft-ohol-
ic on your gift list, skip the 
yarn and paintbrushes and 
give the gift of a new skill.

With a cozy, mint green 
studio at 1212 King St. that 
looks straight out of an Etsy 
shop, AR Workshop offers a 
variety of classes that will 
essentially let your loved one 
create their own gift. 

The DIY possibilities are 
vast, and each scheduled 
workshop provides attendees 
with the supplies and instruc-
tions to make everything 
from chunky knit blankets to 
lazy Susans. Sign your craft-
er up for a specific workshop, 

Experience Alexandria this 
holiday season

COMPLIMENTARY REIKI SESSIONS 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14

11 AM to 1PM

SUPPORTING HOLIDAY 
PEACE AND WELLBEING

www.fourdirectionswellness.com

Open Every Day 
& Evenings

703.549.8530 • www.silverparrot.com • 113 King Street, Old Town

the art of

Experience
       Jewelry

Le Refuge
Now taking reservations 

for Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve.

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

PHOTO/AR WORKSHOP
 AR Workshop offers hands-on classes where participants can learn new DIY skills. 

SEE GIFT GUIDE | 14
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or simply get them a gift card 
and let them choose.

Planning a holiday 
get-together? Book a group 
event or private table at AR 

Workshop where you can 
make holiday decorations 
or handmade gifts while 
spending time with your 
friends or coworkers.

AR Workshop offers class-
es for all ages and skill levels. 

Most adult projects range 
from $40 to $70 and most 
children’s projects range from 
$40 to $45. For a full work-
shop schedule, visit www.ar-
workshop.com/alexandria. 

Escape Quest
Sick of your kids, siblings 

or relatives fighting over 
the holidays? Lock them in 
a room for 60 minutes and 
force them to work together. 

Nothing says good old 
family bonding like an es-

cape room. Each room at 
Escape Quest at 1127 King 
St. offers a different themed 
adventure. Participants are 
locked in a room full of clues 
and riddles and given one 
hour to find their way out. 

Break into a tomb and 
attempt to steal treasure in 
The Lost Temple, or save a 
king from certain death in 
The King’s Ransom. Each 
theme varies in difficulty. 

Most rooms are fit for two 
to 10 players. Tickets are $34 
per person. For more infor-
mation, visit escapequestdc.
com/alexandria.  

Alexandria Symphony 
Orchestra 

There’s no better way to 
experience Alexandria than 
by soaking up its rich cul-
ture, and one of Alexandria’s 
greatest cultural gems is the 
Alexandria Symphony Or-
chestra.

Founded in 1954, the or-

chestra has established a 
reputation over the years as 
Northern Virginia’s premiere 
fully professional orchestra, 
according to ASO’s website.

Treat your loved one to 
an early holiday present with 
tickets to ASO’s Nutcrack-
er Potpourri on Dec. 14 and 
15. Featuring two takes on 
The Nutcracker – classic se-
lections from Tchaikovsky’s 
famous suite and a swinging 
rendition from jazz legend 
Duke Ellington – the concert 
has something for everyone. 

Or, give the music lover in 
your life something to look for-
ward to with tickets to ASO’s 
String Serenade in February 
featuring pieces by Mozart, 
Florence Price and Schubert. 

Tickets for adults range 
from $45 to $85, with dis-
counted prices available for 
kids, students, seniors and 
military. For more informa-

PHOTO/P.J. BARBOUR
Left: The Alexandria Symphony Orchestra at the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial.
Right: The Escape Quest at 1127 King St. has five themed adventures. 

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

www.bcjewelers.net

Family owned and operated since 1953

*excludes consignment jewelry & repairs, No layaway and all sales are final.

Bradlee Shopping Center  
3610 G King Street  

Alexandria, VA 22302  
(703) 379-6010

Hurry!  
Good through December 24

Holiday Hours
Mon-Fri 10am to 6pm

Sat 10am to 5pm
SUNDAY 12 to 4pm

Our gift to you!

any regularly priced item 
in stock of $100 or more*

25% OFF

Making Alexandria Sparkle for 66 Years!

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

This holiday season, dine in any 
day of the week & enjoy our 

lunch buffet. 
Order take out food or party 

platters for stress-free holiday 
entertaining!

Dinner served everyday  
Specials Thursday to Sunday

Gift certificates now available & 
come with a free 20% bonus!

WE ARE FULLY 
OPEN!

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal 
celebration and shop with us for exclusive 

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Wine: the perfect gift
Always the right size.  

Always a sure fit.

Experience 
Alexandria

GIFT GUIDE FROM | 13
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tion, visit www.alexsym.org. 

Key to the City
Another way to soak up 

Alexandria’s rich history and 
culture is by visiting its vari-
ous museums. 

If you have a history lover 
in the family, give them ad-
mission to almost all of Alex-
andria’s major history attrac-
tions with a Key to the City 
Attractions Pass.

The pass grants admis-
sion to the Alexandria Black 
History Museum, Alexan-
dria’s History Museum at 
the Lyceum, Carlyle House 
Historic Park, Freedom 
House Museum, Friendship 
Firehouse Museum, Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum, George 
Washington Masonic Na-
tional Memorial Observation 
Deck, Lee-Fendall House 
Museum & Garden and the 
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothe-
cary Museum. 

In addition, the pass gives 
you 40 percent off admis-
sion to George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, the Potomac 
Riverboat Water Taxi and Tall 
Ship Providence tours, which 

will begin in mid-December. 
Purchase the key in per-

son at the Alexandria Visitor 
Center located at 221 King St. 
or online at www.visitalex-
andriava.com. For only $20, 
the pass is good for more 
than a full year, expiring on 
Dec. 31, 2020.

This might be just the tick-
et for that difficult-to-buy-for 
dad or mom in your family.

Ryushinkan Aikido 
For a practical and expe-

riential gift, head to Ryush-
inkan Aikido for lessons in 
self-defense. 

Located at 110 King 
St., the studio offers class-
es in Aikido, a traditional 
Japanese martial art. The 
practice, which is based on 
self-defense, teaches adults 
age 13 and older to control 
and diffuse confrontation 
without inflicting injury on 
an attacker, according to the 
business’ website.

Ryushinkan Aikido offers 

three gift card options. De-
pending on how much you 
want to spend, you can get 
a trial class pass for $20; a 
four-week, eight-class intro 

course for $80; or a month 
of unlimited classes for $110. 
To purchase a gift card, vis-

COURTESY PHOTO
Left: Family selfie with the Old Town Crier at Carlyle House.
Right: Self defense classes at Ryushinkan Aikido are a practical and 
experiential gift. 

PHOTO/K SUMMERER FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA

Experience 
Alexandria

C
IT

Y 
OF ALEXAND

R
IA

V

I R G I N I A

WEEKEND 1

December 6th

through

December 8th

WEEKEND 2

December 13th

through

December 15th

WEEKEND 3

December 20th

through

December 22nd

DEL RAY ARTISANS
HOLIDAY MARKET

2019

DIFFERENT ARTISTS EACH WEEKEND
Del Ray Artisans Gallery
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria

JOIN US
December  

6-8
December 

13-15
December 

20-22

Friday 
6-9 p.m., 

Saturday and 
Sunday, 

11 a.m.-6 p.m

FREE  
ADMISSION
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$10 OFF
your purchase of $50 or more at any of our VA restaurants.

Offer valid January 2 through January 31. Cannot be combined with any other offer. One per 
table. No cash value. This offer can only be used once. cut out and bring this ad to redeem.

The holidays may be over...
but ARP has one more gift for 

you...

Experience 
Alexandria

it ryushinkanaikido.com/
gift-certificates. 

Gift your loved ones a fun 
new experience and practical 
life skill, while giving your-
self the peace of mind that 
they’ll be learning to defend 
themselves.

The Art League
Get the aspiring artist in 

your life classes at The Art 
League to help hone their 
skills. 

Founded in 1954, The Art 
League is a visual arts non-
profit organization with a 
gallery and non-accredited 
institution. The Art League 
School offers a series of class-
es and workshops through-
out the year. 

For a gift, we recommend 
a two- to three-session work-
shop. Workshops are held 
almost daily on a range of 
topics, from metal jewelry to 
atmospheric watercolors. 

Prices also vary by work-
shop. If you’re looking to stay 
on the cheaper side, go with 
the $90 Jumpstart in Felted 
Jewelry workshop by Renate 
Maile-Moskowitz on Dec. 14. 
If you think the person re-
ceiving your gift would like 
something more involved, 
go for the $315, three-day 
Alla Prima Portrait Painting 
workshop starting on Jan. 3. 

A full list of class-
es is available at www.
theartleag ue.org /classes. 
Just make sure you know 
your recipient’s schedule 
before you sign them up. To 

play it safe, you can get an 
Art League gift card that is 
good for classes and work-
shops, original art, art sup-
plies and more.

The Art League is head-
quartered at the Torpedo 
Factory, but it also has class-
rooms at 305 Madison St. 

ClassPass
Help jumpstart New 

Year’s resolutions by gifting 
classes at local fitness stu-
dios.

There are several studios 
in Alexandria that sell single 
classes and memberships. 
If you're not sure where to 
start, we recommend a gift 
card to ClassPass. 

ClassPass is a monthly 
membership that allows us-
ers to pay a flat rate to attend 

classes at more than 30,000 
fitness studios around the 
world, according to its web-
site. Alexandria alone has 

38 participating studios, in-
cluding Studio Barre in Old 

COURTESY PHOTO
Scramble Indoor Play has several themed play areas for kids of all ages.
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Town, Mind the Mat Pilates 
and Yoga in Del Ray and 
Power Nectar Yoga in Poto-
mac Yard. 

ClassPass operates on a 
credit system. Members pay 
a monthly fee for a certain 
number of credits, which they 
can use to sign up for classes 
at participating studios. 

Memberships range from 
$15 to $199 per month. We 
recommend giving the gym 
rat in your life a $49 gift card, 
which will cover one month of 
a plan that includes 27 credits 
to book up to seven classes. 

Buy their first month, 
then let them decide if they 
want to continue the mem-
bership on their own. Or, 
maybe they’ll fall in love with 
one studio and decide to get 
an exclusive membership. 

Scramble Indoor Play
If you’re buying for kids, 

take a step back from the toys 
and video games and give 
them a physical activity to do.

With a gift card to Scram-
ble Indoor Play, kids can 
enjoy the gift of play. The 
indoor playground, locat-
ed at 5412 Eisenhower Ave., 
features several play areas 
for kids of all ages, including 
smaller areas for toddlers. 

With colorful slides, giant 
puzzle pieces and themed jun-
gle gyms, kids will be enter-
tained for hours. There’s also a 
café that serves pizza, pastries 
and snacks – and wine, beer 
and cider for parents. 

You can buy e-gift cards 
for any amount at www.
goscramble.com /pr icing. 
Weekday entry is $8 for kids 2 
and younger and $12 for kids 
3 and older. Weekend and 
holiday entry is $12 for kids 2 
and younger and $20 for kids 
3 and older.

When it’s getting colder 
outside and the monkey bars 
at the playground are frozen, 
your kids, grandkids, nieces 
and nephews will thank you 
for giving them somewhere 
to play. 

Potomac Riverboat 
Company

Just about anyone on your 
list will enjoy an opportuni-
ty to explore Alexandria by 

water. Potomac Riverboat 
Company offers a variety of 
cruises and tours that make 
great gifts.

Give out-of-towners a rea-
son to visit with tickets to the 
Mount Vernon Cruise, which 
takes passengers from Alex-
andria to George Washing-
ton’s Mount Vernon, where 
they’re able to explore for four 
hours. Mount Vernon admis-
sion is included in the ticket 
price, which ranges from $37 
for children to $50 for adults.

Grab two tickets for one of 
Potomac Riverboat Compa-
ny’s dining cruises and give 
your significant other a date 
night on the water. Dining 
cruises are offered in collab-
oration with Odyssey DC and 
Spirit of Washington, and 
prices vary.

Or, help your friends lock 
down New Year’s Eve plans 
with tickets to the Cherry 
Blossom’s fireworks cruise. 
Tickets are $160 and include 
a three-hour cruise, an open 

bar, hor d’oeuvres, dessert 
and entertainment. The 
cruise leaves the Alexandria 
marina at 10 p.m. on Dec. 31. 

For tickets and more 
information, see www.po-
tomacriverboatco.com. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

ten 
. thousand 

v1   11 ages,. 

915 King St, Alexandria

Perfect stocking stuffers 
and unique hand crafted 

gifts abound. 

703-684-1435

Experience 
Alexandria

PHOTO/POTOMAC RIVERBOAT COMPANY)
Give the gift of New Year's Eve tickets to Potomac Riverboat Company's Cherry Blossom fireworks cruise. 
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direct : (571) 279-6373
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT :

NOW OFFERING:
No interest payments during the 
construction period!
Your builder makes the construction of your custom home easy 
by listening to your needs. At The Federal Savings Bank, we 
take the same approach to home lending. We are a federally 
chartered bank with a focus on educating our customers about 
the mortgage process and providing construction loan products 
not available with other lenders.

• Lock in the interest rate before construction begins
• Build a primary residence or a vacation home
• Take advantage of a 12-month construction period
• Fixed or adjustable rate mortgage financing options

We offer up to 90% loan-to-value (or LTV, which is the ratio of the loan to the value of the home) financing, with no mortgage insurance, 
on home loans for primary residences. Program restrictions may apply so please consult your mortgage banker for complete details.

Building your dream home can be complex. Financing it shouldn’t be.

Offer available September 2 through December 31, 2019. Deferred interest 
is rolled into the final end loan at the end of construction period. Available for 

construction loans up to 90% loan to value for this promotional offer. Terms and 
conditions may apply. Subject to underwriting approval. 

FINANCE

BY JOHN J. RENNER II

Where did 2019 go? It 
feels like we just finished 
filling out our 2018 tax re-
turns and now it’s almost 
time to do the same for 2019. 
Are you ready? 

Sure, it’s a busy time of 
year and everyone’s getting 
ready for the holidays, but 
have you thought about your 
taxes? More specifically: 
Have you checked your 2019 
tax withholding? 

Proper tax planning 
throughout the year can help 
avoid surprises on April 15 
when you file your tax return.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
of 2017 reduced tax rates, elim-
inated or reduced many de-
ductions, eliminated personal 
exemptions and increased the 
standard deduction.

When filing 2018 tax re-
turns, many found out that 
itemized deductions for state 
income and real estate taxes 

are capped at $10,000, and 
miscellaneous itemized de-
ductions, such as investment 
advisory fees, are eliminated. 
Many opted to take the higher 
standard deduction amount.

Yes, there’s less than a 
month remaining in 2019, 
but there are still things you 
can do.

•If you earn a year-end 
bonus, consider deferring it to 

2020. Your taxable income on 
your W-2 is based on the pay-
checks your employer writes 
through December 31, 2019.  
Delaying the bonus check un-
til January or later delays the 
taxable income as well. 

•If you have a business, 
defer income to 2020. Acceler-
ate deductible expenses.  You 
can deduct that new laptop 
through bonus depreciation, 
so buy it before year-end.

•Check the amount of tax 
withheld and adjust if neces-
sary.  If you’re short on payroll 
tax withholding, now’s the 
time to withold some extra to 
catch up before year-end.

•Contribute the maxi-
mum to your 401(k). Contri-
butions to your 401(k) reduce 
your taxable income.

•Offset capital gains and 
capital gain dividends with 
capital losses. Review your in-
vestment portfolio for stocks 
in a loss position and consider 
selling them before year-end, 
to offset your capital gains 
from other sales. You can only 
deduct $3,000 of capital loss-
es over and above your capi-
tal gains. If you have more 
net losses, you’re limited to a 
$3,000 deduction and the rest 
get carried forward.

•If you have capital losses 
carried forward from previous 
years, review your investment 
portfolio for stocks in a gain 
position and consider selling 
them before year-end to use 
up your loss carryforwards.  

•Make charitable con-
tributions before year end.  
They still count as itemized 
deductions under the new tax 
law. If 2019 is a big income 
year for you, consider con-
tributing to a donor advised 
fund. This allows you to take 
the deduction now and then 
distribute the money to your 
favorite charities over time.

•If you’re over age 70½, 
you’re probably taking re-

quired minimum distribu-
tions from your IRA. Instead 
of adding these to your in-
come and then making char-
itable contributions, you can 
make qualified charitable 
distributions directly from 
your IRA to your favorite 
charities. A qualified chari-
table distribution is a direct 
distribution from the retire-
ment plan that’s not includ-
ed in taxable income and is 
not an itemized deduction. 
It’s an overall win – the 
charity receives a contribu-
tion and your IRA distribu-
tion is not taxable.

•Self-employed individu-
als who don’t have employ-
ees can adopt a solo 401(k) 
retirement plan. This plan 
allows you to deduct up to 
$19,000 as a 401(k) contri-
bution and allows you to de-
duct an additional amount 
– up to 20 percent-of your 
self – employed income. 
The plan must be adopted 
by Dec. 31. It’s a great way 
for self-employed people to 
fund their retirement.

•Bundle your medical 
expenses. Medical expens-
es are an itemized deduc-
tion limited to 10 percent 
of your adjusted gross in-
come. If you’re already over 
that threshold or close to 
it, accelerate the purchase 
of glasses, hearing aids and 
medical supplies and con-
sider scheduling elective 
procedures in December in-
stead of January. 

As you might expect, there 
are more details to know 
about all of the items above.  
Check with your tax advisor 
to determine what works best 
for your situation.

Then start planning for 
2020. 

John J. Renner II, CPA, CFF, 
CMGA, is managing director of 

Renner and Company, CPA, PC.

Ten tips for year-end tax planning

FILE IMAGE



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 5, 2019 | 19 

TimesLiving

PETS
Gifts for pets
What to give your pets, shelter animals and strays 
this holiday season| Page 22

CALENDAR
November events
See The Little Theatre's "A Christmas Carol," go 
on a cookie walk and more | Page 24

HOMES
Holiday tips
Get organized with a home gift-wrapping station 
| Page 20

BY RICHARD ROEPER

When the dashing mil-
lennial couple Charlie and 
Nicole split up and divorce 
proceedings are initiated, 
they're confident they can 
keep things amicable.

They're more evolved than 
their parents. They won't re-
quire attorneys to work out 
child-custody arrangements. 
They're not going to fight 
over who gets the living room 
sofa. It's not as if either of 
them is filled with bitterness 
or regret or long-simmering 
resentments.

As you might imagine, 
even the best of intentions 
don’t entirely stick.

"Marriage Story" writer-di-
rector Noah Baumbach ("The 
Squid and the Whale," "Fran-
ces Ha," "The Meyerowitz Sto-
ries") is a maestro of smart, 
searing, incisive and charac-
ter-driven comedy-dramas, 
and he mines that same terri-
tory in a film with clear paral-
lels to his real-life relationship 
with his ex-wife, the actress 
Jennifer Jason Leigh.

Like Baumbach, Adam 
Driver's Charlie is a brilliant 
and celebrated director, al-
beit of the stage not the 
screen. Like Jennifer Jason 
Leigh, Scarlett Johansson's 
Nicole comes from a show-
biz family and starred in 

a hugely popular, raunchy 
teen comedy. Baumbach and 
Leigh had a son together, 
like Charlie and Nicole.

"Marriage Story" begins 
with back-to-back montag-
es – one through Charlie's 
perspective, one through 
Nicole's – in which each de-
scribe what they love about 
each other. We see snippets 
of family Monopoly games 
and gift-giving, tender ex-
changes and daily rituals.

But these love letters 
aren't a celebration of a 
healthy, thriving union. 
Charlie and Nicole have 
been asked to write down 
their positive feelings about 
each other at the behest of 
a mediation counselor who 

specializes in guiding splin-
tered couples through the 
breakup process.

We're not witnessing the 
beginning of their relation-
ship. This is the beginning of 
the end.

When the Holly-
wood-raised Nicole was barely 
out of her teens, she gave up 
her career as a promising mov-
ie actress to live with Charlie in 
New York and star in his the-
ater company's productions.

For close to a decade, 
Charlie and Nicole have en-
joyed an idyllic relationship, 
suitable for framing, some-
times literally. In one scene, 
we catch a glimpse of the 
framed print of an article 
about Charlie and Nicole.

The reality of their dy-
namic is more complicated 
and has been troublesome 
from the start.

Charlie is a narcissist and 
master manipulator who has 
always considered Nicole to be 
a supporting player in his life 
story. He paints himself as a 
victim and wallows in self-pity 
when Nicole finally asserts 
herself and leaves him.

Not that Nicole is a saint. 
As the divorce becomes more 
contentious, Nicole is just as 
shameless as Charlie when it 
comes to using their 8-year-
old son, Henry (Azhy Robert-
son) as a pawn.

Laura Dern, looking like 
she just walked off the set of 
"Big Little Lies," kills as Nicole's 

high-priced divorce attorney. 
Ray Liotta is equally fantastic 
as an L.A. shark who explains 
the brutal financial realities of 
a divorce to Charlie.

Some scenes are spot-
on and painfully relatable. 
Others, e.g., a forced, over-
the-top sequence in which 
Nicole and her sister (Merritt 
Wever) and mom (Julie Hag-
erty) rehearse serving Char-
lie with divorce papers, fall 
flat. Baumbach's depiction of 
Nicole's return to television 
is superficially cynical and 
cruelly mocking of just about 
everyone involved at any lev-
el of TV production.

The funnier moments in 
"Marriage Story" are reminis-
cent of 1970s/1980s Woody 
Allen, whereas the harsher, 
gut-wrenching confrontation-
al scenes are more Ingmar 
Bergman-esque, giving Driver 
and Johansson the opportu-
nity to flex their muscles and 
create plenty of material for 
Oscar reels.

Late in the story, we ac-
tually get a couple of musical 
numbers – one silly and frothy 
but with melancholic under-
tones, one clearly designed to 
wrench our hearts right out of 
our chests.

I'm not buying every chap-
ter of this "Marriage Story," but 
there's enough material here 
to warrant a look.

‘Marriage Story’ spins tale of divorce

PHOTO/NETFLIX
Scarlett Johansson and Adam Driver star in 'Marriage Story.'

ARTS
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BY MARY PEPITONE

Packages tied up with 
strings may be one of your 
favorite things this hol-
iday season. To wrap in a 
snap at home, create and 
stock your own gift-wrap-
ping station.

A beautifully wrapped 
gift is almost like giving 
two gifts in one, accord-
ing to Hallmark Cards Inc. 
master designer Bet David. 

Founded in 1910, Hall-
mark is a family-owned 
company based in Kansas 
City, Missouri and the old-
est and largest manufactur-
er of greeting cards in the 
United States. The compa-
ny also manufactures party 
and seasonal goods, such as 
gift-wrap collections of pa-
pers, bows, tags and bags. 

"To be thoughtful in the 
way you wrap a gift sends 
a message to the recipient 
and is also a special way to 
extend the gift's surprise," 
David said. "It's all about the 
desire to present your gift 
with a visual experience."

If you find yourself 
getting wrapped up while 
searching your home for 
paper and supplies to cover 
your gifts in a clever way, 
setting up a gift-wrapping 
station may be the solu-
tion, according to Erin 
Hardy, California Closets' 
national manager of de-
sign.

Wrapping gifts at the 
kitchen table isn't always 
the best option, so hav-
ing a clean and organized 
gift-wrapping station will 
help you tie up any loose 
ends.

"A gift-wrapping station 
is a practical use of space 
– it displays paper, ribbons 
and bows so you can see 
what you have and creates 
a clean, designated surface 
that stays clear for when you 
need it," Hardy said. "From a 
small nook off of the kitchen 
to an entire guest room ... we 
frequently design gift-wrap-
ping stations as multifunc-
tional spaces in home offic-
es, laundry or craft rooms."

Just as good things can 

come in small packages, 
gift-wrapping stations 
don't need to be over-
whelming in size. A small, 
custom-made wrapping 
station designed by Cal-
ifornia Closets can start 
around $1,200, Hardy said.

Countertops and cabi-
netry

While most tables are 
30 inches tall, the optimal 
height for a gift-wrapping 
countertop is 36 inch-
es, which is the standard 
height in kitchens. Near 
the counter can be draw-
ers and shelving units for 
ribbon and other spooled 
items, which keeps loose 
ends from tangling and 
prevents disarray.

"Disorganization can 
kill creativity," David said. 
"When you're wrapping 
gifts, you want all your 
papers, scissors, tape and 
bows at your fingertips. 
Otherwise, what is meant 
to be a joy becomes a chore."

HOMES 
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Get organized with a home 
gift-wrapping station

PHOTO/HALLMARK CARDS INC.
Wrapping-paper rails prevent the wrappings from becoming wrinkled, crimped and damaged due to 
improper storage. 

Holiday Inspections
only $6995

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2019 and March 2020. 
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The vertical challenge
A magnetic wall sys-

tem or peg/fabric board 
hung on the wall above the 
counter can be a decorative 

and functional addition to 
a gift-wrapping station.

David says two pairs of 
scissors – one for fabric and 
one for paper – are essential 
for any gift-wrapping station. 

"I also have a weighted 

tape dispenser outfitted with 
double-stick tape," David 
said. "That way you can se-
cure the wrapping without 
any obvious tape seams."

Cubbies and containers 
can be affixed to a wall 
mounting system, which 
can house everything from 
writing utensils to tags. 
Specialized wrapping-pa-
per rails use dowels, onto 
which rolls can be mount-
ed above the countertop, 
to prevent the wrappings 
from becoming wrinkled, 
crimped and damaged due 
to improper storage.

Re-wrap
While gifts may get a 

wrapping workout during 
the holidays, that doesn't 

mean the treasure trim-
mings aren't used year-
round, according to Han-
nah Milman, contributing 
editor for Martha Stewart 
Living in New York City.

"Listen to your grand-
mother, who said, 'Save 
the paper,' when you're un-
wrapping something truly 
beautiful," Milman said. 
"Instead of just throwing 
wrappings and ribbons 
away, you can iron them out 
and give them a new life on 
a package you decorate."

Milman says the best 
packaging places live at 
home, where you keep 
your tools and tape. 

"A gift-wrapping station 
doesn't need to be fancy," she 
said. "It just needs to work." 

An old television ar-
moire or hutch can be con-
verted into a gift-wrap-
ping station, but if space is 
at a premium, plastic totes 
for roll wrappings and rib-
bons can be stored in a 
craft closet.

Having gift-giving good-
ies on hand doesn't mean 
just investing in seasonal 
baubles and bows, either. 

"Kraft paper rolls and 
twine or raffia can be some 
of the best investments 
when it comes to wrap-
pings," Milman said. "A 
child's drawing on a simply 
wrapped package, with an 
addition of a sprig of ivy or 
evergreen, can transform 
an ordinary gift into an ex-
traordinary one."

Welcome home to the 
walk-to-everything life-
style that is so appealing to 
so many.

Enjoy low-maintenance 
living in this fully reno-
vated home, steps from 
the waterfront, fine din-
ing, shops, cafes and pub-

lic transportation. Built in 
1964, updated in 2019, you 
can move right in with no 
prep-time needed.

Find a new roof, new 
windows by Pella, updated 
electrical, refinished floors 
and more. Fireplaces pro-
vide focal points for the 

living and family rooms, 
and the enlarged windows 
allow natural light to infuse 
the home with brightness. 

 A full, stand-up attic 
with windows provides 
storage and potential for 
expansion. There is room 
for two more bedrooms and 

a bath, if desired. 
There’s easy parking on 

the block, which is lined 
with historic properties.

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOME OF THE WEEK

Renovated home in walkable Old Town
Neighborhood: Old Town 

Location: 620 South Lee St.

Price: $1,250,000

Square feet: 2,500

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 3.5

Year built: 1964

Year renovated: 2019

Contact: Diann Hicks Carlson

Weichert Old Town

703-628-2440

703-549-8700

diann.carlson@gmail.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMEOWNERS! Cold weather and the holidays will be here before 
you know it! Call us today to schedule your free estimate for 

interior painting! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOMES 
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Left: The home features all new 
windows and two fireplaces.
Right: The home at 620 S. Lee 
St.PHOTO/LINEN AND LENS PHOTO/LINEN AND LENS

PHOTO/CALIFORNIA CLOSETS
With a place for everything – including papers and ribbons – all 
items can be easily put back in place after gift-wrapping.
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BY VICTORIA ELLIOTT

The weather is colder, 
the nights get darker earlier 
and the bustle of the holiday 
season is all around. During 
the giving season, animal 
lovers may be wondering 
how they can care for the 
animals in their lives and 
help those without homes in 
local shelters, rescues or on 
the streets. There are a few 

gifts that you can give your 
own pets and those in need 
year-round.

 
Gift of time

Donating your time as a 
volunteer is one of the most 
valuable gifts you can give 
the animals at your local 
shelter or rescue.

Shelters and rescues op-
erate on limited budgets and 
rely on volunteers. Don’t lim-

it yourself to cleaning cages 
and changing litter if that 
isn’t appealing to you or you 
have other skills to offer.

Think about your skills: 
Are you a good photogra-
pher? Do you do web design? 
Can you offer tax advice? Are 
you interested in serving on 
a board? Do you like plan-
ning events or running fund-
raisers? Chances are that 
you have some skill or skills 
that a local shelter or rescue 
needs and would be over-
joyed to put to use.

To volunteer and direct-
ly interact with animals at a 
shelter, you will likely be asked 
to complete some form of ori-
entation or training. This is to 
protect both you and the ani-
mals in the shelter’s care. 

 
Gift of money

Like most of us, you may 
be short on time. As you’re 
closing out your yearend fi-
nances, consider ending it 
with a donation to a local an-

imal shelter or rescue. Donat-
ing to a 501c3 animal rescue 
is tax-deductible, and many 
companies offer matching 
programs that can double 
your impact. There is no such 
thing as a too small donation.

How will your money 
be used? Websites includ-
ing Charity Navigator and 
GuideStar can provide in-
depth evaluations of spe-
cific nonprofit shelters and 
rescues. Generally, your do-
nation is going to go to the 
shelter, health and welfare 
of rescued animals. This in-
cludes rent or building costs, 
food, medicine, veterinary 
care and enrichment items 
like toys. But there are many 
more costs to think about: 
advertising, insurance, legal 
and tax costs. 

Many shelters and res-
cues also incorporate com-
munity education programs 
into their budget. Programs 
educate locals on trap, neu-
ter, return; kitten and pup-
py care; the importance of 
spaying and neutering; first 

aid for pets; and countless 
other topics of humane an-
imal care. 

Each budget item is crit-
ical to the animal it helps, 
and your gift can be the dif-
ference that allows a local 
shelter or rescue to save one 
more animal in need.

 
Gift of safety 

Do you have pets of your 
own? Consider them when 
putting out your holiday décor. 

The ASPCA website has 
a comprehensive list of tox-
ic and non-toxic plants that 
you can consult before you 
bring live plants into your 
home. If you’re concerned 
that your pet may have in-
gested something toxic, the 
ASPCA offers a 24-hour Poi-
son Control Center at 888-
426-4435. 

Beyond plants, consider 
decorations like tinsel, rib-
bon and lights – and your 
pet’s inclination to explore 
these items. Keep your pets 

Sweet
SHORTCAKE

This scrumptious girl is ready to sweeten your life 
with lots of fun and life. 

Come meet her on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

www.tailshigh.org
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Cat Rescue and Adoption
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81
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52
40

# 23910

Combined Federal Campaign

Tails High

            BE PREPARED FOR AN EMERGENCY                 703-256-8414

No Emergency Fee
Open 24/7

           A R E  YO U  P R E PA R E D  F O R  A N  E M E R G E N C Y ?

• No Emergency Fee
• Open 24/7
•  Appointments from 8 am to 

10 pm seven days a week.
•  There is no charge for first 

wellness examination with  
your pet.*

*Extra fees may apply for vaccinations, 
lab tests and medications.

703-256-8414

PETS

Give back to local animals this holiday season

VICTORIA
ELLIOTT

SEE PETS | 23

Donating your time as a volunteer 
is one of the most valuable 
gifts you can give the animals 

at your local shelter or rescue.”
–Victoria Elliott
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SEE FOR YOURSELF! 
 4748 Eisenhower Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

MAKE THE RESERVATION! 
 703.751.3649 (DOGZ) 
info@wholedogz.com

ONLINE STORE
wholedogz.com  

wholedogz.com/store

DON’T FORGET YOUR PUP THIS HOLIDAY!
Unique gifts for you and your pup

Healthiest Food, Treats & 
Supplements 
Treat your Pup!

Large Indoor/Outdoor 
Daycare

All Suite Boarding

Does Your Dog Need a Break?

Package rates 
available!

Dog Walks      Potty Breaks      Exercise      Mental Stimulation      Play

Schedule a consultation today!
571-438-2323      PassionatelyPets.com

We offer 15, 30, or 60 minute visits!

Ask about our puppy packages!

Compassionate pet cremations  
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off  

 service available

• Same day receiving your   

 pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310  
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

PETS

in mind as you choose the 
best spot for each decoration.

Gift of warmth
Do you have feral cats in 

your area? With the tempera-
tures low, consider making a 
winter shelter. 

Within an afternoon, you 
can create a do-it-yourself 
shelter with simple, cheap ma-
terials that will provide warm 
and dry shelter for feral and 

stray cats in your neighbor-
hood. You need a storage bin 
– 54 gallon is recommended; 
Styrofoam to line the walls, 
floor and ceiling and straw, 
newspaper or a similar materi-
al for insulation. 

Cut a doorway into the 
storage bin large enough for 
a cat to enter, line it with 
Styrofoam and add a bed-
ding of insulating material. 
NeighborhoodCats (www.
neighborhoodcats.org) has 
a variety of DIY shelter in-

structions. Your easy af-
ternoon project could help 
save a life on a cold night. 

Gift of a new home
If you’re in a place in your 

life where you can take in 
and provide for a new pet, 
the greatest gift you can 
give an animal in need is a 
loving home. 

But in the excitement 
of the holidays, remember 
that a new pet is not a cute 
spur-of-the-moment pres-
ent. Consider veterinary 
bills and travel and be re-
alistic about your ability to 
care for an animal. Animals 
should not be given as gifts 
without the enthusiastic in-
volvement and consent of 
the recipient.

Regardless of our circum-
stances, each of us has a gift 
that we can give to the ani-
mals in our lives and those in 
need. What gift will you give 
this year?

The writer is a volunteer 
with King Street Cats. For 

more information, go to 
www.kingstreetcats.org

PETS FROM | 22
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DECEMBER 5

ARTS ON THE HORIZON PRES-
ENT “SQUEAKERS AND MR. 
GUMDROP” Arts on the Horizon 
presents a show for children ages 2 
to 5. This nonverbal, imaginative pro-
duction captures the magic of mak-
ing new friends and sharing ideas to 
accomplish big goals. Performances 
last through Dec. 21. 
Time: Varies 
Location: The Lab at Convergence, 
1819 N. Quaker Lane 
Information: www.artsonthehorizon.org

DECEMBER 6

“A CHRISTMAS CAROL” The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria rings 
in the holiday season with a return 
of the classic by Charles Dickens. 
Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly Victo-
rian humbug, travels with ghostly 
guides through Christmas past, 
present and future to find the true 
meaning of the holidays. Complete 
with special effects, Victorian carols 
and Tiny Tim, “A Christmas Carol” is 
a must for the entire family. Shows 
run from Dec. 6 to 22. 
Time: Wednesdays to Fridays at 8 p.m., 
Saturdays and Sundays at 3 and 6 p.m. 
Location: Little Theatre of Alexandria, 
600 Wolfe St. 
Information: www.thelittletheatre.com

DECEMBER 7

49TH ANNUAL CAMPAGNA 
CENTER SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS 
WALK PARADE In 1749, the City of 
Alexandria was officially established 
by three Scottish merchants and 
named after its original founder, John 
Alexander, also of Scottish descent. 
Today, the city continues celebrating 
its heritage with a weekend of festivi-
ties. At the Campagna Center’s iconic 
Scottish Christmas Walk Parade, doz-
ens of Scottish clans dressed in color-
ful tartans parade through the streets 
of Old Town, joined by pipe and drum 
bands from around the region, as well 
as terriers and hounds. The parade, 
which takes place rain or shine, be-
gins at St. Asaph and Wolfe Streets 
and concludes at Market Square with 
a massed band concert. 
Time: 11 a.m. 
Location: Old Town 
Information: www.campagnacenter.
org/scottishwalkweekend 

20TH ANNIVERSARY ALEXAN-
DRIA HOLIDAY BOAT PARADE 
OF LIGHTS Old Town Alexandria's 
historic waterfront will shine for the 
20th Anniversary Alexandria Holiday 
Boat Parade of Lights, as dozens of 
brightly lit boats cruise along one 
mile of the Potomac River shoreline. 
Take part in dockside festivities like 
a beer garden from Port City Brewing 
Company, a Letters to Santa post-
card station from Penny Post and 
food and hot chocolate from Pizzeria 
Paradiso and Dolci Gelati. 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Waterfront Park, 1 King St. 
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/holidays/boat-parade

TORPEDO FACTORY ART CEN-

TER HOLIDAY FESTIVAL The Art 
Center joins in the fun on Alexandria’s 
most festive holiday weekend of the 
year. Santa and Mrs. Claus will make 
an appearance. Music and singing fill 
the halls all evening. After sundown, 
the Holiday Boat Parade of Lights 
passes by The Art Center’s doors. Visit 
artists on all three floors to find the 
perfect gift of art. 
Time: 2 to 8 p.m. 
Location: 105 N. Union St. 
Information: www.torpedofactory.org

METROPOLITAN SCHOOL OF 
THE ARTS’ “THE NUTCRACK-
ER” Metropolitan School of the 
Arts’ “The Nutcracker” brings to life 
the gift of imagination with Clara 
and her Nutcracker in a magical 
journey from her Victorian home 
through the Land of Snow and into 
the Land of Sweets, with dazzling 
dancing, a larger-than-life Christmas 
tree, more than 100 dancers and 
Tchaikovsky’s glorious score. Perfor-
mances occur on Dec. 7 and 8. 
Time: Noon and 5 p.m. 
Location: NOVA’s Ernst Community 
Cultural Center, 8333 Little River 
Turnpike 
Information: https://metropoli-
tanarts.org

HOLIDAY BAZAAR Get some gift 
shopping done while helping others. 
Find that special gift at Grace's Hol-
iday Bazaar. Check out the crafters 
and merchants showing their wares 
and selling unique handmade items 
and more. The proceeds from the 
rental of space and the raffle items 
go to the Grace Episcopal Church 
Food Pantry. 
Time: 1 to 4 p.m. 
Location: Grace Episcopal Church, 
3601 Russell Road 
Information: www.gracealex.org

6TH ANNUAL OLD PRESBYTE-
RIAN MEETING HOUSE COOKIE 
WALK Leave the holiday baking 
to someone else this year. Walk 
around tables brimming with deli-
cious, homemade cookies and fill 
a box or two with an assortment of 
goodies. Pricing is $10 per pound. 
Proceeds support the maintenance 
and preservation of the historic buri-
al grounds at the Old Presbyterian 
Meeting House. 
Time: Noon to 3 p.m. 
Location: 323 S. Fairfax St. 
Information: www.opmh.org

DECEMBER 8

HOLIDAYS ON THE AVENUE Kick 
off the holidays with a visit to Del 
Ray for the annual holiday tree and 
menorah lighting, featuring a special 
appearance by Santa Claus, who will 
lead carols and sit for photos with 
children. Continue the celebration and 
start holiday shopping with a stroll 
down Mount Vernon Avenue, which 
will be illuminated by thousands of 
luminarias and feature storefront win-
dows hand-painted for the holidays. 
Pick a winner in the neighborhood 
business association's annual Christ-
mas tree decorating contest. 
Time: 6 p.m. 
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue 
Information: www.visitdelray.com

CALENDAR

Emergency help for 
your dog or cat 

Puck had not been him-
self for a couple of weeks. 
Nothing dramatic, but he 
was lethargic and wasn't eat-
ing much. He'd lost weight 
and had some short-term in-
testinal issues. His tail was 
down. And, unusually for 
this 4-year old lab mix, he 
wasn't pulling on his leash. 

A baby was due soon for 
Puck's house, and his owners 
thought maybe that was the 
problem. Dogs are sensitive 
to their surroundings, after 
all. But after weeks of concern 
and debates about what to do, 
his parents decided to seek 
medical attention for Puck. 

They brought Puck to EM-
MAvet, the emergency veter-
inary practice located in the 
Belle View shopping center. 
Dr. Veronica Jarvinen imme-
diately saw that Puck was de-
hydrated and began to admin-
ister intravenous fluids while 
running the full range of di-
agnostic blood tests, all avail-
able at EMMAvet. That day, 
she diagnosed an Addisonian 
crisis, supplied medicine and 
prescribed monthly shots. Af-
ter a few hours of treatment, 
Puck went home much im-
proved, with his owners much 
relieved. In several follow-up 
visits, Dr. Jarvinen confirmed 
that Puck had returned to his 
usual peppy self.

The EMMAvet team pro-
vides expert emergency ser-
vices for dogs and cats in a 
warm and caring atmosphere. 
Dr. Jarvinen set up the prac-
tice to diagnose and treat vir-

tually every problem that your 
dog or cat may experience. 
EMMAvet offers diagnostic 
blood work, x-ray services and 
some ultrasounds, with an 
on-site lab for immediate re-
sults. Because EMMAvet also 
has an on-site pharmacy, you 
can leave with the necessary 
prescriptions already filled. 

Open until 11 p.m. every 
day, EMMAvet is there for 
you when your vet may be 
closed or unable to give you 
an appointment. Walk-ins 
are the norm, starting at 3 
p.m. on weekdays and 1 p.m. 
on weekends. 

So many issues can affect 
your pet at times when you 
can't get to your regular vet. 
Have you come home from 
work and found your pet act-
ing strangely, or showing un-
usual digestive issues? As in 
Puck's case, even a chronic 
condition can become a med-
ical crisis. Are you concerned 
that your pet is not eating, 
peeing or pooping, or is doing 
these unusually? EMMAvet 
regularly treats the full range 
of digestive problems, and 
provides nutritional and be-
havioral guidance. The EM-

MAvet team has also treated 
dogs who have eaten six large 
chocolate bars, a whole bag of 
mentholated cough lozenges, 
all the rocks in an aquarium 
and a Kahlua martini.

Is your dog limping or 
bleeding after some wres-
tling at the dog park? EM-
MAvet has treated broken 
toes, broken legs and bites. 
Is your cat limping or acting 
strangely? EMMAvet diag-
nosed and treated a frac-
tured tibia when Gizmo fell 
off the deck at his house. 

Dr. Jarvinen can admin-
ister anesthesia and conduct 
surgery if needed. She also 
provides microchipping, vac-
cinations and senior pet care. 
Clients have commended her 
and the practice for their ev-
ident love for animals, out-
standing diagnostic skills 
and "whole pet/whole fami-
ly" approach. 

If you are wondering 
whether to get medical at-
tention for a pet, think of 
Puck. If you decide that your 
pet should see the vet, think 
of EMMAvet.

This is advertorial content.

COURTESY PHOTO

EMMAvet
Advertorial

PETS

Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the Pets section in the Alexandria 
Times! It runs the first of every month.Contact us at 703.739.0001  
for rates and more information.

January 2 March 5February 6

ADVERTISE WITH US
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Weekly Words

RAISED VOICES by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Hugging duo
5. Band formed in Stockholm
9. C in shop class?
14. Ray gun attacks
18. Quick glance
19. Dull in color
20. "America's Got Talent" judge 

Mandel
21. City east of Syracuse
23. Active Italian volcano
24. Fraught with danger
25. Meet component
26. Gently wash against, as waves
27. Computer system exec
28. Winter Palace monarch, once
29. Guiding principle
30. Many lines are drawn on and 

with them
31. Direction indicator
33. All-time high, e.g.
35. Nonfictional
37. Unkind one
39. Tramp's beloved
40. "Iron Mike" of football
41. Org. with a cryptologic me-

morial
42. Do a surfboard stunt
44. Flavorful brisket bit
47. Fort Worth sch.
48. Pantheon member

49. Opening number?
50. Hr. when East Coast prime 

time starts
54. "Huh?"
55. Place for a mud mask
56. Jordan's capital
58. Keister
59. Talked and talked
61. Fallback option
63. News outlets
65. Composer Brian
66. Muslim holiday
67. Semi-oxidized Chinese brew
69. Wandering around
70. London's ___ Gardens
71. Hawks, on scoreboards
72. Nottingham's river
73. Punished monetarily
74. Backspace over
76. Disc golf starting point
78. Swing for the fences
80. Carnival city, casually
82. J.Lo's fiance
83. Thoroughly enjoys oneself
85. Turn down
86. Lawn repair material
87. Good cholesterol letters
88. Occur simultaneously
90. Spotify rival
92. ___ Moines
95. Vegetable in many salsas
96. Forgetful Pixar fish

98. Involuntary twitches
101. Comply with
103. Certain chickens
105. "Yup"
106. Like some curiosity
107. Bare minimum
109. Omar of "House"
111. '"If you ask me," in texts
112. Practiced, as a trade
113. Old Swedish autos
114. 0, for one
115. Baja resort, familiarly
116. Buffalo hockey player
117. Theater pathway
118. Brick that's painful to step on
119. Swarming insect
120. Buggy software version
121. Welcome at the door
122. Minute quantity
123. Major Egyptian goddess

DOWN
1. San Diego Zoo's primate feed?
2. Hit the hay
3. They're all lit on the eighth 

night of Hanukkah (see 
letters 8-4)

4. Jamaican music genre
5. Goes on to say
6. Prickly plant
7. Drove fast (letters 9-5)
8. Bart's grandpa

9. Roughly spherical firework 
(letters 9-6)

10. Really, really liked
11. Bowled over
12. Study secondarily
13. Companion animal
14. It's spoken in South Africa 

(letters 5-2)
15. In any way
16. Supply, as elevator music
17. Wolfs (down)
22. On the briny
28. Castor, to Pollux
29. Fish in some burritos
30. Make tons of money
32. Acting without thinking
34. Send packing
36. Suffix for luncheon
38. Flan ingredients
40. "You wish!"
43. Force from office
45. Sch. that celebrates Lobo Day
46. Some A.L. sluggers
47. Popular drink in Bangkok
51. Noted reality show family 

(letters 7-3)
52. Stain fighter from Clorox
53. Cried like a kitty
54. Christmas door hanging
56. Oscar winner Lee
57. Advice about keeping one's 

options open (letters 10-7)

60. "I wouldn't do that" (letters 
10-7)

62. Former justice Scalia
64. Author Joan
68. Admitted to the clergy
69. Offshore apparatus
73. Factory, e.g., for a firm (letters 

7-4)
75. Full of team spirit
77. Campaign-backing org.
79. eBay attempt
81. Sweepstakes statistics
84. Ticked-off state
89. Refreshing summer forecast
90. Poker tour player
91. Work of a composer
92. Deadens, as a string
93. Big name in water safety
94. Copy writer?
97. Go (for)
99. Home to Bollywood
100. Photo sessions
102. Longtime movie critic Roger
103. Dish alternative
104. Wolfgang Puck restaurant
108. Lack of hassle
110. Alka-Seltzer sound
113. Droop
114. Like antiques
115. "Avatar" FX

LARRY T. GRECO (93), of Alexandria, Dec. 1, 2019

JOAN KILPATRICK (82), of Alexandria, Nov. 25, 2019

KATHERINE L. MCGOGNEY (96), of Alexandria, Nov. 25, 2019

GWAME MIZZELLE (48), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 25, 2019

ALBERT ROMANESKI (92), of Alexandria, Nov. 27, 2019

JOSEPH SHUSTER (95), of Alexandria, Nov. 5, 2019

DAVID WOODHOUSE (59), of Alexandria, Nov. 29, 2019

DEATH NOTICES



26 |DECEMBER 5, 2019 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

When change is proposed to a governing body’s composition or 
manner of election, important questions need to be asked.

What would be gained and, conversely, lost by this change? Most 
importantly, does the proposed change make that governing body more 
responsive to the people it represents, or less?

As with the Hippocratic Oath, the guiding principle in making 
changes to elected bodies should be, “First, do no harm.”

We raise this topic because in a work session last month, Alexan-
dria City Public Schools staff led a discussion on potential changes to 
the Alexandria School Board’s composition and election cycles. During 
discussions, the majority of board members said they were in favor of 
reducing its size, increasing its election cycle from three years to four 
and staggering members’ terms.

The primary reason given for these changes is that they would in-
crease the board’s efficiency. Board meetings would theoretically be 
shorter with fewer members. A four-year election cycle would result 
in less campaigning. Staggered terms would ensure more institutional 
memory and issue continuity.

Those are all reasonable propositions and deserve careful consid-
eration. But would the proposed changes make the school board more 
representative or less?

Alexandria’s school board already operates under a ward system, 
in which citizens of different parts of the city vote for people from their 
neighborhoods to represent them. This gives residents of each part of the 
city guaranteed representation on the board. We think this is good gover-
nance and that Alexandria’s city council should also adopt a ward system.

Unfortunately, we think each of the changes proposed at the work 
session would make Alexandria’s school board less responsive to the 
citizenry, not more.

First, decreasing the number of board members from nine to seven 
– or fewer – would definitely make the board less representative. Resi-
dents of each district would only have two board members dedicated to 
representing them rather than three. 

Three members per ward provides opportunity for more diversity of 
ethnicity, perspective and experience among the representatives than 
two members would. While that’s not currently the case in District B, 
where three white women have served multiple terms, it’s true in Dis-
tricts A and C.

Likewise, having board members answer to the public 33 percent 
less often, which is what adding another year to the election cycle 
would do – for either school board or city council – would definitely 
diminish the public’s chance for input.

Finally, while staggered terms would increase continuity on the board, 
they would also make impossible the jolt of fresh air that the five new 
school board members that were elected last fall brought to that body.

Those five members arrived in January with a clear mandate from the 
public to have a full hearing on whether a second high school was needed 
in Alexandria. And the five voted as a block to force that conversation.

That discussion was a fine example of representative democracy. 
Why would we want to eliminate it?

The November work session was an initial look into what should be 
a protracted community conversation, and we will certainly also revisit 
this topic on these pages.

One final observation concerns the data presented at the work session, 
which examined Alexandria in the context of other school boards state-

Our school board is not broken, 
so what are we fixing?

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

To the editor: 
Our local government just an-

nounced that it has won a great victory 
by at last obtaining the necessary fed-
eral permit to destroy about five acres 
of wetlands at Potomac Yard adjoining 
the George Washington Parkway and 
containing tidal wetlands.

These wetlands also contain about 
270 mature trees and some rare na-
tive plants which grow only in wetland 
habitats.  There was another option 
for locating the Potomac Yard Metro, 
outside the wetland. It would not have 
required a permit and so could have al-
ready been built. 

There was a public hearing on the 
state permit last July, shortly after a 
major flood on July 8.  Many of those 
who spoke at the state hearing men-
tioned the flooding in their neighbor-
hoods. Rosemont, where I live, had 
some flooded basements for the first 
time I can remember since 2008.

Parking garages in Old Town were 
flooded. The city spent about $500,000 
on damages, according to City Manag-
er Mark Jinks. It also offered low-cost 

flood insurance to homeowners to re-
pair damages.  

But the most ominous feature of 
the flood event, which occurred on 
a weekday, was that it caused major 
flooding on the George Washington 
Parkway. There was serious damage to 
flooded cars and people had to be res-
cued from them. No one drowned. We 
have had subsequent flooding on the 
Parkway, but none as extreme as the 
July event.  

As all environmentalists know, 
wetlands function as catch basins to 
hold excess water. Higher ground does 
not. All of our flooding events are 
clearly related to freakish rain storms 
while the large catch basin of the Po-
tomac Yard wetland was still available 
as a mitigating factor.

After this wetland is destroyed, 
there will surely be more extreme 
flooding. Unless the city changes its 
policy soon and truly recognizes glob-
al warning as a threat, things can only 
get worse. 

-Katy Cannady,
 Alexandria 

Building Metro on wetlands will 
cause more flooding

SEE OUR VIEW | 28
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The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

Alexandria’s small business  
resource for 23 years

As the Alexandria Small Busi-
ness Development Center enters its 
24th year of serving the community’s 
small businesses, it’s perhaps a good 
time to describe the center’s role and 
free resources for those not familiar 
with them.

The SBDC works alongside the Al-
exandria Economic Development Part-
nership and Visit Alexandria to support 
and strengthen the small 
businesses that comprise 
about 90 percent of Alex-
andria’s total businesses.

The center helps 
businesses starting up 
or moving to Alexandria 
to make the right con-
nections, guiding them 
through startup and per-
mitting steps or helping 
them solve problems that arise. 

For businesses already in oper-
ation, the center has timely and ex-
pert resources to help them where 
they lack in-house expertise. The 
center has nothing to sell them and is 
focused only on what is in their best 
interests. Several owners proclaim 
that having the SBDC as a free and 
objective go-to source is among the 
reasons they choose to stay and grow 
their business in Alexandria. 

Few communities have such a 
hands-on, free resource for busi-
nesses that is an integral part of the 
economic development and business 
community. The center also works to 
enhance communication and under-
standing between city staff and busi-
nesses, among business groups and 
among businesses themselves. 

Over the two decades, the cen-
ter has answered many thousands 
of inquiries about a broad range of 
business matters. It has provided 
more than 27,000 hours of objective 
feedback and assistance to several 
thousand individuals, both existing 
business owners and startups. It has 
also helped individuals obtain more 
than $80 million in loans, primarily 
from Alexandria bankers.

Those who work with the cen-

ter from the earliest stage of their 
business are typically better orga-
nized and prepared for the require-
ments ahead, and they launch with 
better connections and more viable 
and agile operations. With the cen-
ter’s proactive guidance and ready 
availability to help owners with 
challenges, SBDC client businesses’ 
longevity far exceed national small 

business statistics.
The center is continu-

ally adding resources and 
contacts to meet shifting 
demands on businesses. It 
is also responsive to chang-
ing times and community 
priorities. As an example, 
the center is now focusing 
attention on those busi-
nesses in parts of Alexan-

dria where redevelopment is planned 
or in process. 

Redevelopment can pose both 
opportunities and challenges for 
existing businesses. Incoming new 
residents and businesses are likely to 
spend more but demand higher qual-
ity and better service. Current busi-
nesses can maintain their distinct 
character but might need to make 
adjustments and enhance their ap-
pearance, products, services and the 
customer experience. They also must 
improve operations to be able to af-
ford the increased lease rates likely 
with redevelopment.  

The staff and board of directors of 
the Alexandria Small Business Devel-
opment Center have been honored by 
the opportunity to engage with Alex-
andria businesses for 23 years. We val-
ue the support from and collaborative 
partnerships with city government 
and our economic development part-
ners.  

Alexandria is a tight-knit and re-
sourceful business community that 
is better because of the vitality of its 
small businesses. 

The writer is executive director 
of the Alexandria Small Business 

Development Center.

BILL REAGAN

My View | Denise Dunbar

Part 1 of 2 
Frequent readers of the Alexan-

dria Times know that during 2019 
this newspaper has exhaustively 
reported on scooters in our city. In 
fact, some people have said they’re 
exhausted from our coverage. 

“Why devote so much ink to 
an inconsequential issue?” I’ve 
been asked. Other times, people 
express gratitude that the paper 
has given voice to their concerns. 

So, plunging headfirst into over-
kill, I’m wrapping up the Times’ 
2019 coverage with a two-part col-
umn on scooters. This 
week has a big-picture 
focus, while next week 
I’ll delve into the data. 

I’ve spent a fair 
amount of time think-
ing about scooters this 
year – and not just 
when I’m removing 
them from the sidewalk 
in front of my house. I 
think many people, particularly in 
Old Town, are vocally opposed to 
scooters as much for what they rep-
resent as for what they are.

Those complaining loudest 
about scooters have generally lived 
in Alexandria a long time. My hus-
band and I moved to the city right 
after grad school and have been 
here 33 years. We’ve seen Alexan-
dria and Northern Virginia change 
dramatically during that time.

Traffic congestion on the re-
gion’s main roads has gotten con-
sistently worse, and parking in Old 
Town and Del Ray progressively 
more difficult. Many long-time 
residents feel like we’re under as-
sault from the city’s leaders. Those 
decision makers are increasingly 
younger people – city staff, mem-
bers of boards and commissions 
and our young city council. 

They appear to not know, and 
seem not to care, that many of us 
moved to Alexandria before Old 
Town was genteel or Del Ray was 
hip. We’ve paid many thousands 
of dollars in property taxes into 
city coffers in the decades we’ve 
lived here – money that has fund-
ed city schools, capital projects 
and city staff salaries. Yet in-

creasingly we feel that our voices 
aren’t being heard. 

In decision after decision, city 
council and city staff have worked 
to prioritize new development over 
everything else, including the liv-
ability of the city’s neighborhoods. 
Most recently, they’ve foisted road 
diets and, yes, scooters on the city, 
both of which appear to be little 
more than costly fads.

Forget whether scooters are fun, 
safe, vibrant or a transportation 
tool. When I moved to Old Town, it 
was for the architecture, history and 

quaint cobbled streets. The 
slogan was “Don’t George-
townize Old Town.” I most 
emphatically did not sign 
up for scooters.

When I come out of my 
house and find a scooter 
parked on the sidewalk, 
it feels like an insult. I 
take it personally, and it’s 
clear many others feel the 

same. It’s wildly offensive to have 
one’s personal space invaded by a 
disruptive presence.

Residents weren’t asked wheth-
er we wanted scooters in our city, 
in our neighborhoods or on our 
blocks. They’re emblematic of the 
city’s increasing disregard for the 
wishes of its residents.

The fact that essentially none 
of the rules regarding the first pi-
lot program have been enforced 
makes it much worse. And the 
minor tweaks in the proposed 
second pilot also have no real en-
forcement mechanisms. So we can 
expect more riding on sidewalks, 
which endangers pedestrians, rid-
ing by children, riders ignoring 
stop signs and so on. 

Scooters are a disaster waiting 
to happen, not just to the riders 
but to innocent pedestrians and 
their pets. It’s not a matter of if, 
but when someone is seriously in-
jured by a scooter in Alexandria.

If city council allows scooters to 
remain, then council will own the 
consequences, both legal and moral.

The writer is publisher 
and executive editor of the 

Alexandria Times.

Get that scooter off my sidewalk

DENISE DUNBAR
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To the editor: 
I appreciate that the decision was 

made finally to create a safer Semi-
nary Road for all. As the so-called road 
diet appears to continue to be opposed 
by well-meaning citizens, I find that if 
Seminary Road had not been made safer, 
it would have continued to be a raceway 
through the residential neighborhood 
between 395 and Quaker Lane.

Even now, the newly posted 25 mph 
speed limit is not strictly enforced, just 
as the former 35 mph speed limit was 
not strictly enforced. If anyone has esti-
mated that 50 mph is still seen on Semi-
nary Road, then you probably qualify as 
a frequent user of Seminary Road.

As to an observation that few bicy-
clists use Seminary Road, or any road, I 
would reply that bicyclists have consis-
tently been discouraged, if not fright-
ened, by an unsafe Seminary Road. So 

why would bicyclists and pedestrians 
be out there in any numbers? If it is to 
happen at all, it will take time for a cul-
ture change and for everyone to trust 
that the road is safe for all.

As I still find that some drivers con-
sistently ignore the speed limit when 
they can, it begs the question for me, 
“Why am I risking my life out here?” 
The drivers who give me pause the most 
are those driving school buses, com-
muter buses, trucks and other large ve-
hicles above the speed limit.

Anyone might answer my question 
with, “Take a different route.”  And 
that’s exactly what all discontented, 
impatient, speeding drivers should 
start doing now. For me, thank you 
for giving us back our neighborhood, 
eventually. 

-Boyce Nolan,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
Now that the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers has given the City of Alex-
andria permission to build the Poto-
mac Yard Metro station in a wetland, it 
is imperative for the city to have ready 
contingency plans to deal with the in-
evitable flooding of the "Underwater 
Metro Station."

That wetland is contiguous to the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway, 
which now floods regularly, like it did 
during the flash flooding on July 8. Al-
exandria officials and the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
need to explain what will happen when 
the Underwater Metro Station floods.

Will the Underwater Metro Station 
be shut down? Will WMATA still be able 
to operate the Metro through that sta-
tion when it’s flooded?

Until now, the flooding of the GW 

Parkway did not affect the operations of a 
Metro service because the tracks that pass 
Potomac Yard are high enough to avoid 
flooding.  Once the station is built, at least 
the lower level will flood periodically.

That's the inevitable result of building 
a Metro station in a wetland – you end up 
with a subway station in a wetland.

During these inevitable floods, 
which are occurring more frequently, 
the city and WMATA must make provi-
sions to reroute passengers, and prob-
ably the trains, past the underwater 
Metro stations. Will that cut off trains 
between Reagan National Airport and 
Braddock Road?  Will the trains just 
pass through the flooded station?

The city and WMATA owe it to the 
residents of Alexandria to address these 
questions.

-Stan Protigal,
 Alexandria 

Road diet will help over time

Underwater Metro station

My View | Heather Peeler

Thanksgiving may be a fond 
memory, but giving and gener-
osity remain important as many 
of us consider how we want to 
celebrate the season with our 
loved ones and community. For 
many, this means giving back 
in meaningful ways.

ACT for Alexandria is Alex-
andria’s community founda-
tion, partnering with donors 
and local nonprofits to ad-
dress the most pressing chal-
lenges in our community and 
improve the lives of 
all Alexandrians. As 
Alexandria’s home 
for philanthropy, one 
way we address these 
key issues and chal-
lenges is by awarding 
more than $2 million 
in grants to local 
nonprofits each year.

People often ask 
us for advice and 
guidance for their 
own personal philanthropy, es-
pecially when they know they 
want to give back to their com-
munity but aren’t sure who to 
support and where to start. 

Alexandria is fortunate to 
have so many nonprofits that 
are working every day to im-
prove our community. Visit 
www.Spring2ACTion.org for a 
list of more than 160 nonprofit 
organizations that serve Alex-
andria. With so many worthy 
organizations and causes to 
potentially give back to this 
holiday season, choosing one to 
support can be overwhelming. 
So, how do you decide?

Regardless of your budget, 
start by reflecting on your past 
giving and your goals.  What are 
your passions? What is your vi-
sion for our community?  

Shelli Ross, an Alexandrian 
who partners with ACT on her 
philanthropic giving, has long 
been involved in the commu-
nity. Her desire to help oth-
ers led her to become a social 
worker in area schools. She saw 
firsthand how support from 
donors and nonprofits made a 

difference to the children with 
whom she worked.

“Giving gives me a sense of 
purpose that’s larger than me,” 
Ross said.  “It can be enlighten-
ing and hopeful.”

Once you’ve thought 
through your goals and values 
and have identified an organi-
zation or two, visit their web-
sites to learn about their mis-
sion and impact. You can check 
out an organization’s financial 
information on www.guide-

star.org.
Ross encourag-

es would-be donors 
to start by volun-
teering or attending 
nonprofit events and 
programs. Senior Ser-
vices of Alexandria 
Executive Director 
Mary Lee Anderson 
agrees that by reach-
ing out and getting 
involved, donors can 

identify meaningful oppor-
tunities for giving.  Financial 
support from individuals at the 
end of the year is also a critical 
source of funding because it 
gives nonprofits flexibility.

“Whatever your passion, 
this is a good time to give to an 
organization that meets that 
need in the community,” An-
derson said. “Year-end dona-
tions support the organization 
as a whole, so they can have the 
greatest impact.”

This holiday season, take 
the first steps toward giving 
back to the community you 
love. If you still aren’t sure 
where to begin with your giv-
ing, contact us at ACT for Al-
exandria  at 703-739-7778, or 
www.actforalexandria.org.  We 
are ready and eager to help 
you give with purpose in big 
and small ways.  On behalf of 
everyone at ACT, we wish you 
and all Alexandrians a joyful, 
peaceful and healthy holiday 
season.

The writer is president and 
CEO of Act for Alexandria.

Giving with a sense of purpose

HEATHER
PEELER

wide. We think a more apt comparison is 
between other large Virginia cities.

Alexandria is the sixth largest city in 
Virginia, according to 2010 census data. 
Of the 11 cities in the state with 75,000 
or more residents, a majority have 
school boards of nine or more members, 
according to data provided by the Vir-
ginia School Boards Association.

Of the six largest cities in Virginia, 

only two have school boards of fewer 
than nine members. In other words, 
statewide data that indicates a ma-
jority of localities have smaller school 
boards is misleading. Alexandria is 
comparable to the cities of Lynchburg, 
Portsmouth, Richmond and Ches-
apeake, not Rappahannock or Bath 
counties.

This is a topic worthy of extensive 
discussion. It should ultimately be de-
cided by a citywide referendum.

OUR VIEW FROM | 26
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week 
Do you think the city should build the Potomac Yard Metro 
Station as planned, on four acres of wetlands?
49% Yes, the project has all the approvals it needs, and it's 
dragged on for too long.
47% No, just because the city has the permits doesn't mean it's 
right.
4% I'm not sure.

This Week 
There are several holiday events taking place in Alexandria 
this weekend. Do you plan to attend any?

A) I will attend the Scottish Christmas Walk Parade.
B) I will attend the Campagna Center's Holiday Homes Tour.
C) I will attend the Holiday Boat Parade of Lights.
D) I will attend the Del Ray tree and menorah lighting.
E) I will attend multiple events.
F) I won't attend any events.

Did you know that in Ger-
many, Saint Nicholas visits 
children on Dec. 6, rather than 
Christmas Eve? You might 
wonder what that has to do 
with Alexandria's history. The 
answer is a lot, actually.

Other than the English and 
Scots, Germans were one of 
the largest immigrant groups 
that settled in Alexandria. 
While legends of Hessian pris-
oners-of-war from the Revolu-
tionary War laying the cobble-
stones on Prince Street don't 
seem substantiated by docu-
mentary evidence, Germans 
did settle in Alexandria in sig-
nificant numbers, first noticed 
by the census in 1850. 

It seems that the sudden 
appearance of German im-
migrants to Alexandria was 
a result of the European rev-
olutions of 1848. Indeed, the 
failure of the revolutions and 
the subsequent upheaval in 
the German-speaking states 
that later made up Germany 
– Germany wasn't formalized 
as a country until 1870 – ac-
counts for the arrival of peo-
ple such as Michael German.

German was a baker, who 
is recorded in the 1850 census 
as a tenant at 522-524 King St. 
Records show that he moved 
his business to the building 
in 1849 and stayed until 1852. 
That year, he bought the 
building next door, 526 King 
St., and continued to live and 

run his bakery there at least 
until 1888.

German listed his birth-
place as Bavaria, and so 
would likely have continued 
the tradition of placing gifts 
in children's boots or shoes 
on Dec. 6, especially since he 
was a member of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. German's 
was one of many stories of 
financial success for immi-
grants in Alexandria, as he 
moved from a lowly tenant in 
1849 to one of the richest res-

idents by 1870, according to 
tax records.

Later tenants at 522-524 
King St. also arrived from Ger-
many. In 1860, Lewis Baar, 
along with his wife and five 
children, rented the upper 
floors of the building and ran a 
dry goods store on the ground 
floor. They left in 1862, and 
another tenant from Germany 
leased that building.

This time it was David 
Bendheim, a German Jew-
ish immigrant from Baaden, 

which is also in the southwest-
ern part of today's Germany. 
If his last name is familiar to 
readers, it is probably because 
his grandson Leroy became 
the mayor of Alexandria in the 
1950s, and afterward served in 
the Virginia State Senate. 

David Bendheim's daugh-
ter Rachel married another 
immigrant from the cur-
rent German state of Bavar-
ia named Max Pretzfelder in 
1882. The new couple rent-
ed retail space for their dry 
goods store and the upstairs 
residence of 528-530 King St. 
from German.

There are many more im-
migration stories from Ger-
many that we could have 
highlighted. But the story of 
one building and its connec-
tions to a community gives us 
a glimpse into Alexandria in 
the 1850s.

Members of that com-
munity separated, primari-
ly along religious fault lines, 
upon their arrival in Alexan-
dria. Some maintained their 
former country’s traditions 
and some not. This tension is 
represented by the Saint Nich-
olas tradition, where based on 
their religion, some arrivals 
from Germany participated, 
and presumably, others didn't.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

Saint Nicholas and German  
immigration to Alexandria

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY
A photo of 522-524 King St. the day before the buildings were 
demolished in the 1960s for urban renewal.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
DRPT FY21 PUBLIC NOTICE. 
The Virginia Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT) is accepting 
applications for transit, rail, 
and transportation demand 
management (TDM) grants for 
the 2020 fiscal year. The state’s 
annual grant application period 
is open from December 1, 2019, 
through February 3, 2020. 
Transit and TDM funds are 
available through multiple state 
and federal funding sources to 
support transit service, human 
service transportation, senior 
transportation, ridesharing 
and TDM programs in Virginia. 
Eligible project categories 
include capital purchases, 
administrative and operating 
costs, technical assistance, 
demonstration grants, and 
TDM/ridesharing program 
costs. Funds are available 
for rail initiatives through the 
Rail Enhancement and Rail 
Preservation programs. In 
addition, funding to provide 
access to freight rail shipping 
for Virginia businesses is 
available year round through 
the Rail Industrial Access 
program. Complete details on 

eligibility and the application 
procedures for DRPT grant 
programs are available online. 
To learn more about transit, rail, 
and transportation demand 
management funding in Virginia, 
visit www.drpt.virginia.gov. 
Applications can be submitted 
online at https://olga.drpt.
virginia.gov/. DRPT has also 
revised State Management 
Plans (SMPs) for the federal 
section 5310, 5311, and 5339 
grant programs, awarded to 
Virginia by the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA). Draft 
plans can be found at http://
www.drpt.virginia.gov/. DRPT 
is committed to ensuring that 
no person is excluded from 
participation in, or denied the 
benefits of its services on the 
basis of race, color, or national 
origin, as protected by Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. DRPT will also provide 
reasonable accommodations 
and interpretive services for 
persons who require special 
assistance to participate in this 
public involvement opportunity 
as required by the ADA. For 
accommodations, additional 
information on how to file a 
complaint, please contact our 

Title VI Compliance Officer, 
(804) 786-4440, or 600 E. Main 
Street, Suite 2102, Richmond, 
VA 23219,or visit our website at 
www.drpt.virginia.gov

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204- 4130

FARM EQUIPMENT
GOT LAND? Our Hunters 
will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 
1-866-309-1507 www.

BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS

Need CDL Drivers? Advertise 
your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions to reach truck 
drivers. Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF  

A PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held 
by the Board of Architectur-
al Review on WEDNESDAY, 
December 18, 2019 beginning at 
7:00 PM in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, second floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexan-
dria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

BAR #2019-00241 OHAD
Request for new construction 
at 2901 Potomac Avenue (2405, 
2501, 3701 Potomac Avenue, 
3251 Potomac Avenue [Parcel 
ID 016.04-01-01], 700 Carpenter 
Road, 1702 and 1880 Potomac 
Greens Drive)
Applicants: City of Alexandria 
and Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority (WMA-
TA)

BAR #2019-00436 OHAD
Request for alterations at 5 Cam-
eron Street
Applicant: Blackwall Hitch Alex-
andria, LLC, a Virginia Limited 
Liability Company

BAR #2019-00493 OHAD
Request alterations to previously 
approved plans at 609 South Lee 
Street
Applicants: Steven & Patricia 
Kelmar

BAR #2019-00498 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 722 &724 King 
Street (Parcel Address: 722 King 
Street)
Applicant: Elindale, LLC; Scott 
McElhaney

BAR #2019-00497 OHAD
Request for alterations at 722 & 
724 King Street (Parcel Address: 
722 King Street)
Applicant: Elindale, LLC; Scott 
McElhaney

BAR #2019-00509 OHAD
Request for alterations to previ-
ously approved partial demoli-

Classifieds
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POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

tion/ capsulation at 430 North 
Union Street
Applicants: Kathy B. Hirsch & Jay 
Lawrence Hirsch

BAR #2019-00502 OHAD
Request for alterations to pre-
viously approved plans at 430 
North Union Street
Applicants: Kathy B. Hirsch & Jay 
Lawrence Hirsch

BAR #2019-00507 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1822 
Carpenter Road
Applicant: James J. Cooney

BAR #2019-00516 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1820 
Carpenter Road
Applicants: Paul & Gwenn 
Gebhard

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning & Zon-
ing, City Hall, 301 King Street 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314, or at 703.746.3833 www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

Subscribe to 
Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get 
your news delivered 
to your email 
Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-
e-edition

Want to get your news a 

day before everyone else?

@AlexTimesNews

@ AlexandriaTimes

@AlexandriaTimes

@AlexTimesNews

@AlexandriaTimes

@AlexandriaTimes

“I was just in San Anto-
nio and, if I remember cor-
rectly, the city-wide rule 
is no sidewalks. That’s as 
clean cut as you can make 
it,” Chapman said.

Councilors Amy Jackson 
and Mo Seifeldein pushed staff 
to explain how the Alexandria 
Police Department plans to 
enforce these regulations in 
the phase two pilot. 

“We would observe them 
violating the city code and 
then we could stop them or 
pull them over, if you will,” 
APD Captain Jamie Bridge-
man said.

Some staff-led efforts 
have already had a positive 
impact on safety concerns, 
Caudullo said. Between cor-
rals, painted squares on the 
street where scooter compa-
nies can deploy their devices, 
and geofenced no parking 
zones, scooter parking on the 
waterfront decreased by 80 
percent, Caudullo said. Be-
tween 15 and 25 percent of 
scooters are now deployed in 
corrals, as well.

The phase two pilot would 
extend these efforts with the 
installation of more corrals 
and geofenced areas, a re-
quirement for companies to 
stage scooters in corrals  where 
possible and a more “stream-
lined” reporting process that 
would route complaints di-
rectly to the companies.

Equity of deployment 
and access, especially in the 
West End, remains a point 
of contention in the scooter 
program, to the point that, 
in June, Seifeldein called for 
the program to be suspend-
ed until such concerns were 
addressed. 

The phase two pilot 
would require 10 percent 
of each operator’s fleet to 
be deployed west of Quaker 
Lane and east of I-395 and 
another 10 percent deployed 
west of I-395. Staff would 
also encourage all compa-
nies to take part in low-in-
come programs for their us-
ers, Caudullo said.

Chapman and Seifeldein 
remained skeptical about 
staff’s decision to view eq-
uity within the framework of 

the companies’ user-driven 
business model.

“I don’t think we need to 
focus on these companies’ 
business practice,” Chap-
man said. “Their business 
practice is to put scooters 
in the best places for them 
to be rode. I think our focus 
needs to be if they’re going 
to be on our streets, they 
need to be available to as 
many people as possible.”

The phase two pilot 
would also increase permit 
and impound fees for com-
panies and increase focus on 
the environmental impact of 
e-scooters, Lambert said.

North pointed out to 

council that, as of January 
1, 2020 Virginia state code 
will allow scooter compa-
nies to operate freely in lo-
calities that do not have a 
pilot or permanent program 
in place.

“By continuing the pilot 
program, the city will have 
more control over these de-
vices and can continue to re-
fine these regulations relat-
ed to their use,” North said.

With council’s feedback, 
staff will present the recom-
mendation again at the Dec. 
10 legislative meeting before 
a final vote at the Dec. 14 
public hearing.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 
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Their business practice is to put 
scooters in the best places for 
them to be rode. I think our focus 

needs to be if they’re going to be on 
our streets, they need to be available 
to as many people as possible.”

– John Chapman,
councilor
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Warmest Thanks to All My Friends and Clients 
for Making 2019 Such a Successful Year!

Enjoy the Scottish Christmas Walk & the Holiday Boat Parade of Lights 
this Saturday! As the New Year approaches, I look forward to finding 

new homes for my clients to enjoy in 2020 and many more years!

301 S Saint Asaph Street | Exclusively listed for $3,575,000


