
Program to extend 
through 2020, contain 
sidewalk riding ban
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Council voted unani-
mously to approve a phase 
II dockless e-scooter pilot 
program at its public hear-
ing on Saturday. 

The phase II pilot, 
which will last from Jan. 1 
to Dec. 31, 2020, will fea-
ture a city-wide sidewalk 
ban for e-scooters in ad-
dition to changes in how 

scooter companies deploy 
and distribute devices. 

Council also voted to 
approve an ordinance that 
defines micromobility de-
vices and the regulations 
around them in city code 
and a resolution that es-
tablishes an ad hoc scooter 
task force.

The vote on Saturday 
was the culmination of 
the city’s initial year-long 
pilot program, one that re-
ceived criticism from many 
residents and support from 

riders. However, the public 
hearing brought few fire-
works, as only eight public 
speakers showed up to of-
fer their thoughts on the 
program.

Residents expressed 
concerns around pedestrian 
safety, a lack of enforcement 
by police and unsafe scoot-
er rider behavior, including 
sidewalk riding and improp-
er parking. 

“Old Town Civic mem-
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Gift Guide

Transurban, VDOT explore 
conversion of I-395 HOV ramp
BY MISSY SCHROTT

A potential change to Interstate 
395’s High Occupancy Vehicle ramp 
onto Seminary Road could add 
more cars to an already congested 
major city roadway.

The proposed change, which is 
under consideration by Transur-
ban and the Virginia Department 
of Transportation, would involve 
converting the south-facing ramp 
from I-395 to Seminary Road from 
an HOV exit to a High Occupancy 

Nonprofit celebrates 50 
years of helping those in 
need
BY LUKE ANDERSON

There were few resources for Al-
exandrians living in poverty in the 
1960s. At the time, there were no 
local institutions united in helping 
those who were less fortunate.

In 1968, poor people from 
across the country protested their 
living conditions by setting up 
camp on the National Mall as part 
of the Poor People’s Campaign, or-
ganized by Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. before his assassination.

The next year, in May 1969, a 
group of concerned Alexandrians 
from several churches met to dis-
cuss how they could “re-emphasize 
the role, and renew the efforts, of 
the local churches in providing as-
sistance to people in need.” The 
group formed a nonprofit organi-
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Ice & Lights
Nova Parks' Ice & Lights Winter Village has been spreading 
holiday cheer at Cameron Run Regional Park since opening 

in November. Blake, Tyler and Blair Floryancic got in the 
spirit by posing with some festive light-up reindeer.
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Christine Roland Garner
Wishing you a Joyous  

and Peaceful Holiday Season
Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

OLD TOWN

Unique 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath historic property built 
in 1800, formerly a store, has been transformed 
into a beautiful home. Living room and dining 
room with gas fireplace and custom built-ins. 
Gourmet kitchen with adjoining family room. 
Upper level family room with gas fireplace and 

2 bedrooms each with en suite baths. Charming 
brick patio and off street parking in community lot. 

895,000 -  Under Contract 

DEL RAY

Fabulous 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath Dutch Colonial with 
off street parking. Totally renovated and expanded 

in 2018 with a wonderful open floor plan.  Gourmet 
kitchen with quartz counters and island breakfast 

bar opens to the dining room and living room with 
French doors to a deep fenced yard. Main level half 

bath and study. Three upper level bedrooms including 
the Owner’s suite with walk-in closet. 

$989,000  - Under Contract

WAKEFIELD

Updated 3 bedroom, 2 bath townhouse with 3 
finished levels and off street parking minutes to Old 
Town, Carlyle, Crystal City and D.C.  Light filled 
rooms with hardwood floors on 2 levels.  Kitchen 

with granite counters and SS appliances.  Finished 
lower level with full bath and deep fenced yard with 

patio.  Blocks to Shoppes of Foxchase. 

$415,000 - Under Contract

DEL RAY

Beautiful 4 bedroom (all upper level), 3 bath colonial 
with off street parking.  Prime location just a short 

stroll to shopping & restaurants on “The Avenue” and 
Braddock METRO. Living room with gas fireplace 
and formal dining room.  Eat-in kitchen with granite 

counters, 42” natural wood cabinetry and adjacent fam-
ily room with abundant windows. Lower level features a 
recreation room, 3rd bath, laundry and storage rooms.  

$1,075,000 - Under Contract
BRADDOCK HEIGHTS 

$1,449,000 - Reduced

Lovely 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath brick and stone colonial 
with attached garage built by a prominent builder in 
1948 as his personal residence.  Over 4,600 sq. ft. of 
interior space with generous room sizes, tall ceilings, 

custom built-ins and 3 fireplaces. Many recent updates 
including a brand new Master bath and replacement 
windows throughout. Spacious fenced lot features 
a large flagstone patio, outdoor fireplace, irrigation 

system and exterior lighting.  

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 31 years of experience to work for you!

WATERGATE OF OLD TOWN

$695,000 - Under Contract

Awesome 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath end condo/town-
house with 2 garage parking spaces located just 

steps from shopping and restaurants in north Old 
Town.  Living room with fireplace and access to 
the patio. Dining room that is open to the reno-

vated kitchen with granite counters, breakfast bar 
and SS appliances.  Three upper level bedrooms 

with 2 updated baths including the Owner’s suite.  
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Herman Boone, the leg-
endary football coach who 
led T.C. Williams High 
School’s football team to 
the 1971 state championship 
victory depicted in the film 
“Remember the Titans,” 
died on Wednesday morning, 
according to Alexandria City 
Public Schools. He was 84.

Boone served as head 
coach for T.C. Williams’ 
football team in 1971, after 
the integration of the school 
and during a period of in-
tense racial tension in the 
city and high school.

Boone and his assistant 
coach Bill Yoast, who was 
white, worked together to 
unite the team, leading it 
undefeated to the Virginia 
state championship.

“He was one of those peo-
ple that could be very inspi-
rational, whether it be in the 

locker room at half time of a 
football game or whether it be 
in a P.E. classroom when kids 
are saying, ‘I don’t wanna do 
that,’” former T.C. Williams 
Principal John Porter said.

The Titans’ mantra of 
“One heartbeat” reverberated 
out into the community and 
the team’s success still serves 
as a symbol of unity and hope 
for T.C. Williams and the city.

"I think it was really a 
defining moment for the 
school and the community," 
Porter said. "It was either 
gonna work or it wasn’t gon-
na work and, lord knows, it 
worked. The football pro-
gram and the team really 
helped pull it together.”

The events of that sea-
son were later depicted in 
the film “Remember the Ti-
tans,” where Denzel Wash-
ington portrayed Boone.

This year, T.C. Williams 
has lost four members of the 
legendary 1971 Titans, includ-
ing Boone. Julius Campbell, 
65, captain of the team, died 
on Jan. 25; Yoast, 94, died on 
May 23; and Petey Jones, 65, 
fullback, died on July 1.

The Times will run a full 
obituary in the coming weeks.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Herman Boone, coach of ‘Remember  
the Titans’ team, dies at 84

PHOTO/ACPS

ENJOY ONE
FREE TACO
with any food purchase

Must show or mention  
coupon to redeem

Valid M-Th 
between 11 am-3pm

Offer expires  
12/30/19

RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED ON OPEN TABLE

Host a private party in our restaurant  
and let us plan a hassle-free event for you!  

Contact Jules@Urbano116.com for more details.

Discover our new menu items, chef specials and craft 
cocktails. Don't forget to check out our Late Night Menu 

for delicious deals on Tacos, Margaritas and more! 

116 King Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 571.970.5148

WE HAVE PRIVATE PARTY OPTIONS TO  
ACCOMMODATE LARGE AND SMALL GROUPS. 

Gorgeous 
Groot
What Groot lacks in vision he makes up in fun and 
love!  He and his brother Drax are the purrrrfect pair. 

Come meet him on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

CORRECTION:
In the Dec. 12 article "Local audiologist wins national award," the Times incorrectly used the term 
"hearing impaired" in place of the correct term, "hard of hearing." The Times regrets the error. 
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

The city’s controversial 
Appomattax statue, which 
sits at the intersection of 
South Washington and Prince 
streets was struck by a car on 
Saturday, according to the Al-
exandria Police Department. 

A driver crashed into the 
statue at about 2 a.m. on 
Saturday, Lt. Courtney Bal-
lantine said in an emailed 
statement. The crash shifted 
the statue off its base and 
cracked a portion of the base. 
Police notified the owners of 

the statue, the Daughters of 
the Confederacy.

Originally installed in 
1889, the statue was meant 
to represent the end of con-
flict after the Civil War. But 
it has also served as a painful 
reminder of slavery for the 
city’s black residents. 

Potential removal of the 
statue has been discussed for 
decades; however a 1998 law 
passed by the state legisla-
ture prohibits localities from 
changing war monuments. 

City council established an ad 
hoc advisory group in 2015 to 
consider Confederate memo-
rials and street names. 

In 2016, council voted to 
ask permission from the state 
legislature to move the statue 
in front of The Lyceum, but 
no action was taken. In order 
to move the statue, city coun-
cil would have to get approv-
al from the Daughters of the 
Confederacy. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Del Ray burger joint Holy 
Cow has managed to stuff 
some of the city’s biggest is-
sues into its latest creation.

The restaurant’s current 
“Burger of the Moment” de-
buted on Dec. 12 with a mouth-
ful of a name: “The Seminary 
Road-Dockless Scooter-Wa-
terfront Development-Halal 
Butcher-Bike Lane.”

The burger itself packs 
grilled chicken breast, ba-
con, lettuce, tomato, pick-
led onion and, in a move 
owner Bill Blackburn said is 
more “controversial” than 

the name, Miracle Whip be-
tween two potato buns.

“It is a very controver-
sial condiment. People love 
it or hate it. They feel very 
strongly about Miracle 
Whip,” Blackburn said.

The sandwich has lived up 
to the name: Patrons are fairly 
split, mainly on the use of Mir-
acle Whip.

“That part of the sand-
wich is a challenge,” Coun-
cilor John Chapman said. “I 
am very limited in my con-
diment usage. Choosing to 
either use or taste Miracle 

Whip, since I was a little boy, 
I am not a huge fan.”

Ultimately, Blackburn said 
he hopes the joke points out 
how Alexandria is still a great 
place to live.

“If you can take a step 
back and look at the big pic-
ture, if the biggest problems 
we have in Alexandria are 
electric scooters and bicycle 
lanes, then things are pret-
ty good in our city,” Black-
burn said.

The burger is available at 
Holy Cow for $8.95.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Del Ray holds annual Star Awards Confederate statue damaged by car crash

Holy Cow debuts 'controversial' burger

COURTESY PHOTO
The Del Ray Star Awards took place at Lena’s Wood-Fired Piz-
za & Tap on Monday. This year, the city employee award went 
to Bill Reagan, the business award went to Mike Anderson, 
the youth award went to Williams Jahns and the citizen award 
went to Amy Shopkorn. From left to right: Reagan, Gayle Reu-
ter, Anderson, Jahns and Sue Kovalsky. 

ALEXANDRIA SMALL BUSINESS  
DEVELOPMENT CENTER (SBDC)

Strengthening local small businesses for 23 years

Alexandria SBDC is a tax exempt 501(c)(3) organization, 
and your contribution may be tax deductible.

Please consider Alexandria SBDC in  
your year-end giving decisions

Businesses using SBDC resources are stronger,  
better-connected, and more successful

Online contributions: www.givegab.com/donations/new?group_id=450680
Checks to “Alexandria SBDC” can be mailed to

Alexandria SBDC
625 N. Washington St., # 400

Alexandria, VA 22314

No amount is too small 

new year,
new decade,
new you.

City Manager Mark Jinks 
officially named Corey 
Smedley fire chief of the Al-
exandria Fire Department 
on Monday, according to 
a news release. Smedley is 

the first African American 
permanent fire chief in the 
city’s history.

Smedley has served as 
acting fire chief since former 
Chief Robert Dubé retired in 

June. He joined AFD as dep-
uty fire chief of emergency 
management and homeland 
security in 2015, according 
to the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Corey Smedley named permanent fire chief
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. 
All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. 
Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and Compass in Virginia and Maryland. DC office: 202.386.6330. Maryland office: 301.298.1001.  

www.MaryAshleyRealEstate.com

Realtors® in DC and VA
860.214.7474 | 703. 277.2152
maryashley@compass.com
106 N Lee St, Alexandria, VA 22314

The MaryAshley Real Estate Group

May 
your home 

be filled with 
love, joy, and prosperity 

this holiday season, and beyond in 
2020!

Happy H�idays!Happy H�idays!Happy H�idays!
Melanie

Andrea

MaryAshley

Helena

Kelly
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Embarking on an inspired transformation, 
Westminster at Lake Ridge is enhancing 
our community to reflect the very best in 
community living. See our plans for the new 
Center for Healthy Living, plus extraordinary 
new amenities throughout. Discover your 
inspiration to live life to the fullest.

Westminster at Lake Ridge—be inspired.

Westminster at Lake Ridge is a not-for-profit, CARF-accredited, 
SAGECare-certified, life plan community. 703-910-3998  //  www.wlrva.org

INDEPENDENT LIVING 

 ASSISTED LIVING 

MEMORY CARE 

LONG-TERM CARE 

SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION 

HOME CARE

BE Inspired

bers are very concerned about 
the proliferation of electric 
scooters operating throughout 
Old Town, the lack of enforce-
ment and find them menacing 
to the walkability we love and 
all get to enjoy here in Old 
Town,” Steve Milone, presi-
dent of Old Town Civic Associ-
ation, said at the hearing.

At the same time, rid-
ers who use the scooters for 
both commuting and enter-
tainment spoke in support 
of the program. 

“Scooters are affordable 
and liberating and have been 
a great tool for people like me 
to go places,” Elena Sorokina, 
a Del Ray resident who uses a 
scooter daily, said. “Imposing 
further restrictions on scoot-
ers will solve none of the is-
sues and will make the neigh-
borhood more car-centric and 
less community-oriented.

The city has seven per-
mitted scooter companies. 
To operate in the city, each 

of the companies had to pay 
permit fees and surety bonds 
and sign a memorandum of 
understanding that outlined 
specific rules and regula-
tions. 

Of the seven companies, 
Bird was the only one to have 
a representative present on 
Saturday; however, the rep-
resentative did not provide 
any comments during the 
public hearing.

Now that it’s approved, the 
phase II pilot program will 
provide staff with additional 
time to evaluate the impact of 
scooters as well as additional 
enforcement efforts, potential 
environmental effects and op-
tions for permanent licensing 
and regulation processes.

“That’s part of the reason 
why we want to implement a 
phase II pilot program, so we 
have time to see what’s hap-
pening with evolving tech-
nology and work with the 
companies and develop pro-
cesses,” Hillary Orr, deputy 
director of the Department 

of Transportation and Envi-
ronmental Services, said.

During a staff presenta-
tion, Katye North, mobility 
division chief, warned coun-
cil that as of Jan. 1 state code 
allows scooter companies to 
operate without regulations 
in any locality that doesn’t 
have a pilot, permanent 
program or outright ban on 
scooters in place.

North also said that 
e-scooters are a regional 
challenge, one Alexandria 
would find difficult to avoid.

“All of our neighboring 
jurisdictions have some form 
of a scooter program, wheth-
er it’s an actual permanent 
program or a pilot program,” 
North said. “These are things 
that will be in the region and 
are likely to come to Alexan-
dria one way or another.”

City staff first brought 
forth its proposal for a phase II 
pilot at council’s Nov. 26 legis-
lative meeting. After receiving 
feedback from council, staff 
made some adjustments to its 

recommendation.
In response to council’s de-

sire to see more equitable de-
ployment throughout the city, 
the phase II pilot now requires 
scooter companies to deploy 
15 percent of their fleets west 
of Quaker Lane and east of 
I-395, 10 percent west of I-395 
and 5 percent in Arlandria.

Councilor Mo Seifeldein 
suggested the deployment 
numbers in these areas 
should be even higher.

Staff originally recom-
mended a sidewalk ban on 
specific streets in Old Town 
and Del Ray; however, coun-
cil voted to have a city-wide 
sidewalk riding ban during 
the phase II pilot.

The issues of sidewalk 
riding and the enforcement 
of scooter traffic violations 
remained pressing for com-
munity and council members 
on Saturday.

“We are aware and recog-
nize that city sidewalks are 
being used for unintended 
purposes, such as electric 

scooters, which in our view 
presents a public safety haz-
ard for the elderly,” Alan 
Dinsmore, a member of the 
Commission on Aging, said.

Councilor Canek Aguirre 
emphasized that rider and res-
ident education should be ex-
panded as staff and APD work 
to better police rider behavior.

“We really need to try 
and put together some type 
of education campaign be-
cause a lot of the issues we’re 
looking at can be avoided if 
people are properly aware of 
what the rules of the road  are 
and how they should conduct 
themselves,” Aguirre said.

Staff has already orga-
nized a number of education 
and outreach initiatives, but 
there’s more work to be done 
with social media and in-app 
messaging, Orr said.

Several members of coun-
cil directed staff to increase 
current efforts, like parking 
corrals and geofenced zones 

SCOOTERS FROM | 1
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The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research thanks Jack 
Taylor for rallying the greater D.C. community behind our mission. 

As a local business owner, Jack knows what ‘community’ means. 
When he shared his diagnosis of Parkinson’s in 2011, his family, 
friends, and corporate partners joined him in raising money for 
crucial and groundbreaking research toward a cure. What started with 
one idea has blossomed into more than $1.3 million raised to fund 
innovative science. He won’t stop until Parkinson’s is history.

Make a gift in Jack Taylor’s honor and together,  
let’s keep driving the results patients and families need.

michaeljfox.org/alexandria 

Thank You, JACK

Here. Until Parkinson’s isn’t.

that prohibit scooters from 
starting or ending a ride 
in specific areas using GPS 
technology.

Councilor John Chapman 
encouraged staff to imple-
ment additional corrals in 
areas outside of Old Town. 
Staff is already exploring 
potential corral locations in 
Del Ray, Carlyle and Potomac 
Yard, North said.

Chapman also pushed 
staff to request more data, 
particularly demographic 
data on the age and zip codes 
of riders, from companies 
during the phase II pilot. 
While staff cannot request 
data the companies don’t 
already collect, under the 
MOU, staff can request ac-
cess to any data the compa-
nies do have, North said.

Seifeldein read a compre-
hensive statement during 
Saturday's hearing, ac-
knowledging that the lack 
of diversity in Silicon Valley 

companies can result in in-
equitable implementation of 
innovative technology.

“The fewer people in these 
companies who look like their 
customers, the less likely they 
are to seek out change on the 
concerns that their customers 
have,” Seifeldein said.

Seifeldein also talked 
about the environmental im-
pacts of scooters. While some 
claim scooters help cut back 
on carbon emissions by get-
ting cars off the roads, Seif-
eldein cited research from 
North Carolina State Univer-
sity that suggests e-scooters 
may not be altering the trans-
portation ecosystem in envi-
ronmentally significant ways. 

“The research that does 
exist shows that e-scooters 
may be solving urban con-
gestion and the last mile 
problem, however they do 
not significantly reduce the 
negative impact of current 
transportation methods,” 
Seifeldein said.

Council ultimately con-

sidered and approved all 
three staff recommendations 
in separate votes.

Councilor Del Pepper 
made a motion, seconded by 
Chapman, to authorize the 
12-month long phase II pilot 
program. Council unanimous-
ly authorized the phase II pilot 
with minor changes from Vice 
Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Park-
er, who added language direct-
ing the city to require com-
panies to reduce the speed of 
scooters in geofenced zones.

Pepper also made a mo-
tion, seconded by Ben-
nett-Parker, to approve the 
staff-recommended ordi-
nance with the key change of 
banning sidewalk riding city-
wide. Council unanimously 
adopted the ordinance.

Pepper finally made a mo-
tion, seconded by Chapman, 
to approve the resolution to 
create an ad hoc scooter task 
force, composed of commu-
nity members, business own-
ers and representatives of 
community groups. 

“From staff’s perspective 
we think that some addition-
al input from a focused group 
of people on this task force 
that represents a cross-sec-
tion of interests from the city, 
we think there is merit in 
that,” Yon Lambert, director 
of T&ES, said in an interview. 
“We would like to have the 
geographic representation, 
the varied interests, business-
es. Those are concepts that 
make total sense to us.”

Councilors Chapman and 
Amy Jackson directed staff 
to include a geographical-

ly diverse representation of 
community members, while 
Seifeldein expanded the task 
force’s ability to consider im-
plementation or discontin-
uation of a permanent pro-
gram. Council adopted the 
resolution unanimously.

“We were not ready to 
propose, one way or the oth-
er, either an entire ban on 
scooters or making the pro-
gram permanent. We think, 
over the next year, we can get 
a lot closer to where we want 
to be,” Lambert said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

SCOOTERS FROM | 6
We really need to try and put 
together some type of education 

campaign because a lot of the issues 
we’re looking at can be avoided if 
people are properly aware of what 
the rules of the road and how they 
should conduct themselves.”

– Canek Aguirre,
member, city council
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Not Your  
Typical Diner

Full Service Bar
Sunday - Thursday 6:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
Friday - Saturday 6:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.

1400 Duke St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
Located on the corner of Duke St. & West St.

www.theexecutivediner.com

Come one! 
 Come all!

Advent 4 – Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 22,  
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve Pageant &  
Holy Eucharist

Tuesday, December 24, 4:00 p.m.
Come see the Christmas Story as only  
our young “stars" can tell it, sing your 

favorite carols and rejoice in the  
wondrous gift of Jesus’ birth.

Christmas Eve Vigil & Holy Eucharist
Tuesday, December 24, 10:00 p.m.

The Feast of the Nativity & Holy 
Eucharist

Wednesday, December 25, 10:30 a.m.Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
1608 Russell Rd, Alexandria 
703-683-0798 | www.emmanuelonhigh.org

zation called ALIVE!, which 
loosely stands for “Alexandri-
ans Involved Ecumenically!”

In the first year, 17 faith 
congregations joined the 
organization. Since then, 
ALIVE! has grown and ex-
panded its efforts, becoming 
the largest safety net for those 
living in poverty in Alexan-
dria. Today, ALIVE! consists 
of 42 faith congregations, as 
well as many other commu-
nity partners throughout the 
city. This year, the organiza-
tion celebrated 50 years of as-
sisting those in need.

For the organization’s 
25th anniversary, Eleanor S. 
Wainstein documented its 
history in a short memoir. 
She wrote that when ALIVE! 
first began, “[c]alls for food 
came in daily, and volunteer 
drivers made 230 deliveries 
during the first year. In fis-
cal year 1994, 2,958 deliver-
ies were made.”

Major chains, including 
Giant and Safeway, often do-
nated food. Former ALIVE! 
President Elaine Peoples re-
membered storing the food 
under the stairs in her home, 

she wrote in a speech deliv-
ered in 1989.

Various other branches 
provided coverage of other 
areas of need. With the vol-
unteers and funds at hand, 
the organization collected 
donated furniture, house-
ware and clothing and pro-
vided clients with transpor-
tation and assistance with 
bills.

ALIVE! House was estab-
lished in 1972 and remains 
the oldest operating transi-
tional shelter for women and 
families in Alexandria. The 
same year, ALIVE! started 
the Child Development Cen-
ter, which provides care and 
education for children ages 
three to five from low-in-
come families. This allowed 
their parents to work and be-
come more financially stable.

Despite its abundant ser-
vices, ALIVE! faced growing 
pains and challenges from 
the beginning.

“Over the past few years 
not only have the problems 
and needs confronting us 
changed, but ALIVE’s role in 
the community also has grad-
ually changed,” Peoples wrote 
in the 1980 annual report. 

She said the organization 
had lost some of its intimacy 
“due to several factors, partic-
ularly the availability of more 
public and private services 
to help with counseling and 
referral. In addition, the in-
crease in the number of wom-
en [entering the workforce], 
as well as other demands on 
people’s time, have lessened 
volunteer participation.”

In the early ‘80s, ALIVE! 
faced cutbacks in public 
funding under the Reagan 
Administration, and demand 
for services dramatically in-
creased. The organization 
had to cut down on how and 
to whom it provided assis-
tance. The Child Develop-
ment Center was forced to 
turn children away for the 
first time.

To minimize this, ALIVE! 
raised money by putting to-
gether fundraisers, such as 
a book sale and walkathon. 
The walkathon became an 
annual tradition benefiting 
the Child Development Cen-
ter; this past May marked 
the 38th Annual StepALIVE! 
Walkathon.

ALIVE!’s executive direc-
tor Jennifer Ayers said that 
the Child Development Cen-
ter absorbs funds more than 
most of the other programs 
largely because it is a nation-
ally accredited program with 
a highly qualified director and 
licensed teachers brought on 
as paid employees.

“Those kids really, I think, 
come out with an excellent 
Pre-K [education] — they’re 
ready to go,” Ayers said.

Within the last couple 
years, the organization has 
turned certain volunteer 
roles into paid positions. 
Ann Patterson was hired as 
the food program director 
in August after volunteering 
for several decades. Now that 
she is being paid to work for 
ALIVE!, she can afford to put 
all her energy into making 
improvements.

“I’m paid to analyze 

PHOTO/LUKE ANDERSON
Volunteers Susan Pollack and Russ Koenig help unload and orga-
nize supplies for the December Last Saturday Food Distribution at 
Leonard "Chick" Armstrong Recreation Center.

ALIVE! FROM | 1

SEE ALIVE! | 39



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 19, 2019 | 9 

Associate Broker
Weichert Old Town

Diann Hicks Carlson

703-628-2440 mobile 703-549-8700 office

R E A L T O R S®

121 North Pitt Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

733 South Pitt Street
$755,000.  

Classic Yates Gardens residence  
with recent updates and improvements.  

Exceptionally large garden.

SOLD
620 South Lee Street

 $1,250,000  
2019 Renovation with new roof, new windows, 

new kitchen plus 3.5 new bathrooms.  
Well-located and spacious!

FOR SALE
210 Wilkes Street  

$2,495,000.   
Historic home in the grand tradition, 

the Burke Mansion was once the home 
of a founder of our local bank.

SOLD
731 South Lee Street 

$905,000.   
Free-standing and light-filled, this  

unique “flounder” styled home offers 
parking and so much more.

SOLD
702 South Fairfax Street 

 $799,000.  
Charming historic property with high ceilings 

and many original features. Sensationally 
designed and recently installed kitchen.

SOLD
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K R I S T E N  J O N E S
ALEXANDRIA SPECIALIST |  $33M+ SALES IN 2019

703.851.2556  |  kristenjones.com  |  kristen@kristenjones.com

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Equal Housing Opportunity

3 3  M I L L I O N

With sincere thanks to my clients, family 

and friends for their ongoing support this 

year, I offer my best wishes for a happy and 

prosperous 2020.

Kristen JONES

kristen
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Thank you to wonderful previous clients and delightful new clients for a successful 2019!

703.627.5421  |  Babs@BabsBeckwith.com  |  www.BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties for 25+ Years

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

City council ignores 
Dillon Rule in passing 
measure
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City council unanimous-
ly voted to amend Alexan-
dria’s human rights code to 
include protections for gen-
der identity at Saturday’s 
public hearing. The amend-
ment, originally proposed 
by Councilor Mo Seifeldein, 
now protects transgender 
and nonbinary residents 
from discrimination.

“At a time when so many 
people seek to divide us and 
spread messages of hate, it’s 
our responsibility to ensure 
that our LGBTQIA residents 
feel safe and affirmed with-
in all spaces in our city,” 
Vice Mayor Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Parker said.

Several residents spoke in 
support of the amendment 
during the public hearing, 

including Robin Anderson, 
a pastor at Commonwealth 
Baptist Church.

“It is good and it’s right 
that all Alexandrians, in-
cluding those that are trans-
gender or nonbinary, are safe 
from discrimination,” An-
derson said. “Everybody de-
serves the security of know-
ing that they can’t be denied 
a job or housing, education, 
healthcare or a place to use 
the bathroom because of the 
pronouns that they use or 
who they love.”

Casey Pick, an Alexan-
dria resident and senior 
fellow for advocacy and 
government affairs for the 
Trevor Project, spoke to the 
importance of the city’s hu-
man rights code and its im-
pact on those in the LGBTQ 
community, particularly 
youth. The Trevor Project is 
a national organization that 
provides crisis intervention 

and suicide prevention ser-
vices for LGBTQ youth.

According to a survey 
conducted by the Trevor 
Project of 34,000 transgen-
der and nonbinary youth be-
tween the ages of 13 and 25, 
78 percent of respondents 
reported they had been the 
target of discrimination due 
to their gender identity, Pick 
said. About 20 percent re-
ported experiencing phys-
ical harm because of their 
gender identity.

Some residents were not 
supportive of the proposed 
amendment and claimed 
the city government has no 
authority to make such a 
change in a Dillon Rule state 
like Virginia. Under the Dil-
lon Rule, local governments 
are limited by what the state 
government has granted 
them the authority to do.

“I seriously question 
whether council has the au-

thority at this time – it may 
in a year – to add these cat-
egories to the local statute 
because this is a Dillon Rule 
state,” Dino Drudi said.

Drudi also claimed that 
by expanding the human 
rights code to encompass 
gender identity, the city 
would be limiting the rights 
of others, including certain 
religious groups.

The same question of the 
Dillon Rule came up during 
council’s consideration of 
whether to add sexual orien-
tation to the human rights 
code in the ‘80s, Councilor 
Del Pepper said. 

“When this was passed, 
adding sexual orientation, 
you could have heard a pin 
drop,” Pepper said. “We were 
all very tense that we would 
get it passed.”

City council ultimate-
ly passed the amendment in 
1988. Pepper said she asked 

then-mayor Jim Moran what 
would happen if the state were 
to punish the city in some way.

“His answer was that we 
should move forward. This 
is how you make progress. 
You have to push the enve-
lope and that is what we did. 
And they haven’t come for us 
yet,” Pepper said.

“It’s never too early to 
do the right thing,” Coun-
cilor John Chapman added. 
Localities have often had to 
lead the state in the past, 
Chapman said.

Seifeldein made a mo-
tion, seconded by Pepper, to 
adopt the amendment to the 
human rights code. Council 
unanimously voted to sup-
port the amendment.

“I’m very pleased that 
this atmosphere is entirely 
different than it was in the 
late ‘80s and that we all re-
spect diversity,” Pepper said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

City human rights code to include gender identity
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The Shelter is  waiving  adoption fees in December for all adult 
pets as part of our Home for the Pawlidays promotion.  Is a new 

pet on your wish-list this year?   

To support the Shelter and the good work they do thoughout the 
year, please consider a tax deductible contribution to the Shelter 
of any amount.  The homeless pets-in-waiting will be very happy! 

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

~ A Home for the Pawlidays  ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

For more information call 703 548-9338
305 S Washington Street | www.latrattoriaoldtown.com

SERVING THE FEAST OF THE  
SEVEN FISHES CHRISTMAS EVE

Residents, Little Theatre 
of Alexandria continue 
to express concerns
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City council approved a 
staff-recommended change 
to amend the city’s residen-
tial permit parking program 
during its public hearing on 
Saturday.

While city staff removed 
the most contentious pro-
vision – eliminating three-
hour parking – from the 
recommendations, some 
speakers still opposed the 
remaining changes.

The RPP program regu-
lates on-street parking for 
residents block-by-block and 
allows neighbors to deter-
mine restrictions for their 
block, with approval from 
the Traffic and Parking 
Board and city council. 

The changes to the pro-
gram were designed to pro-
tect residents and improve 
enforcement efforts, accord-
ing to city staff. Two major 
changes include removing 
the 9 p.m. end time for park-
ing restrictions and requiring 
drivers to move off of a block 
entirely after they exceed the 
restrictions on that block.

“Early on in the process 
we had identified, in direc-
tion from council, from Com-
mission on Aging, from park-
ing enforcement, that having 
more consistent restrictions 
would be beneficial to many 
groups,” Megan Oleynik, a 
transportation planner, said.

The most controversial 
change, which staff re-
moved from its list of rec-
ommended changes prior 
to the hearing on Saturday, 
would have eliminated the 
three-hour parking option 
for non-permit holders in 
RPP districts. As of now, 
those without permits can 
park for three hours on 
some blocks and two hours 
on others, before having to 

move their cars. The pro-
posed change would have 
made all three-hour zones 
into two-hour zones.

Despite the change, some 
residents and business own-
ers said they were still wor-
ried about the impact certain 
other RPP adjustments could 
have on their communities. 

Steve Milone, president of 
the Old Town Civic Associa-
tion, voiced concern that the 
changes in the permit park-
ing program would negatively 
affect Old Town residents. 

The requirement for driv-
ers to move their vehicle off a 
block entirely, instead of being 
able to move to an adjacent 
spot on the same block, could 
impact contractors, family 
and friends, Milone said.

Members from the Lit-
tle Theatre of Alexandria, 
who have voiced opposition 
to the changes for months, 
said staff’s decision to elim-
inate the 9 p.m. end time for 
parking restrictions could 
impact the theater’s patrons 
and volunteers.

“I believe the proposed 
changes to parking in Old 
Town in the area of LTA … are 
a threat to this institution’s 
existence as well as a threat 
to the economic vitality of 
this part of Old Town,” Susan 
Boyd, a member of the LTA’s 
board of governors, said.

Prior to council’s approv-
al, restrictions for non-resi-
dent parking in RPP districts 
could end at 5 p.m., 9 p.m., 11 
p.m. or 2 a.m. Staff proposed 
removing the 9 p.m. option, 
as part of an effort to make 

enforcement more consis-
tent. As part of the change, 
all zones that previously end-
ed at 9 p.m. will now change 
to 11 p.m., meaning drivers – 
and LTA patrons – will have 
to worry about moving their 
cars for longer.

“Most of our shows are 
longer than two hours. Rush-
ing out to move cars at inter-
mission is unworkable, nor is 
it possible for show crew to 
leave the theater to do this,” 
Boyd said.

The decision to eliminate 
9 p.m. end times was made 
based on the results of a com-
munity survey. Out of 500 
RPP blocks, only 17 have a 
9 p.m. end time and none of 
them are adjacent to the LTA, 
Oleynik said.

“If we were to remove 9 
p.m. and go to 11 p.m., it sim-
ply provides additional pro-
tection for residents that live 
on those blocks because the 
parking restrictions would 
be in place for two hours lon-
ger,” Director of the Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
Environmental Services Yon 
Lambert said.

Mobility divisions chief 
Katye North clarified in No-
vember that the city will work 
with blocks that have a 9 p.m. 
end time to determine wheth-
er they would like to change 
to a 5 or 11 p.m. end time.

Vice Mayor Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Park made a motion, 
seconded by Councilor Del 
Pepper, to approve the amend-
ment. Council unanimously 
approved the amendment.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Council adopts RPP changes 
Most of our shows are longer than 
two hours. Rushing out to move 

cars at intermission is unworkable, 
nor is it possible for show crew to 
leave the theater to do this.”

– Susan Boyd,
member, LTA board of governors
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Thank you for trusting 
LizLuke to support your 
2019 real estate goals.  

We really mean it.  

O L D  T O W N  H I S T  D I S T  |  4 0 0  K I N G  S T  A L E X A N D R I A ,  V A  2 2 3 14

Getting you home in 2020 in more places than ever
OLD TOWN | DEL RAY | BEVERLEY HILLS | B R A D D O C K  H E I G H T S  
MOUNT VERNON | FORT HUNT | ARLINGTON | WARWICK VILLAGE 
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Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599

Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com

Watch My Film: NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

Heather.Corey@SothebysRealty.comOld Town Brokerage
400 South Washington Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314  |  +1 703 310 6800

©2019 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Tour this captivating new construction home with over 6,000 sf, now priced attractively 

at $1,895,000.  Enjoy a fabulous floor plan with 4 bedrooms and 4.55 bathrooms (with 

options for a fifth bed and bath), a 3-car garage, and finished lower level. 

Thank you Alexandria for another fabulous year!
606 President Ford Lane, Alexandria, VA 22302
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Or join us for a special New Year’s Eve three course 
prix fixe dinner which includes champagne!

A variety of extra special drinks and more elaborate 
entrees are available at a modest surcharge.

703-535-8151
119 S Royal St. Alexandria, VA 22314 

www.FontaineCaffe.com

Celebrate Christmas Eve  
and New Year’s Eve with  

brunch at Fontaine’s!

For more information visit:  
fontainebistro.com

FONTAINE

Toll exit. Essentially, vehicles 
could pay to exit onto Semi-
nary Road, regardless of how 
many passengers are in the 
vehicle, which could increase 
traffic on Seminary Road.

Seminary Road has al-
ready been a hot-button 
topic in recent months. The 
road has been undergoing 
repaving and restructuring 
since city council voted at 
the Sept. 14 public hear-
ing to reduce a section of 
the road from four to two 
driving lanes, with a center 
turning lane. The vote also 
added bike lanes and pedes-
trian crossing signals. 

The controversial topic 
has not fizzled since coun-
cil’s tense 4-3 vote that fol-
lowed 110 people speaking 
for and against the so-called 
“road diet.” The more than 
1,000 members in a Facebook 
group called Alexandria Res-
idents Against the Seminary 
Road Diet have been espe-
cially vocal about increased 
congestion on Seminary 
since the changes. 

Allegedly inspired by 
the Facebook group – and 
much to the chagrin of her 
fellow councilors – Coun-
cilor Amy Jackson proposed 
that council reverse the de-
cision during the Dec. 10 
legislative meeting. Some 
councilors were upset at 
being asked to reconsid-
er the recent decision, and 
all expressed dismay at the 
manner in which Jackson 
introduced it – during oral 
reports several hours into 
the meeting. Jackson ulti-
mately withdrew her motion 
so it could be scheduled for 
a later legislative meeting. 

On the other side of the 
issue, during the public dis-
cussion period at the begin-
ning of council’s public hear-
ing last Saturday, 14 people 
spoke in support of the 
changes that had been made 
to Seminary Road, while only 
three spoke against them. 

In the midst of this Sem-

inary Road drama, the pub-
lic comment period for the 
potential HOV to HOT ramp 
shift is well underway. De-
spite city and resident input, 
the decision is ultimately up 
to the state, according to Bob 
Garbacz, division chief of 
Alexandria’s Department of 
Transportation and Environ-
mental Services. 

“It’s a VDOT roadway, so 
they will make the decision,” 
Garbacz said. “The mayor or 
council, they can adopt a res-
olution … but ultimately it’s 
[the state’s] decision.” 

The ramp opened as an 
HOV exit three years ago. In 
October 2018, Transurban, 
the company managing the 
implementation of I-395 ex-
press lanes in Northern Vir-
ginia, informed the city and 
VDOT that it was interested 
in converting the south-fac-
ing Seminary Road exit from 
HOV to HOT, according to 
the city website.

While the north-facing 
exit onto Seminary Road, 
which opened to HOT vehi-
cles on Nov. 17, had always 
been intended to serve both 
HOV and HOT vehicles, the 
south-facing ramp was not 
supposed to shift, according 
to the city website.

“Our initial reaction was 
somewhat concerned because 
we had an agreement with 
VDOT that that ramp would 
be HOV-only,” Garbacz said. 
“We were concerned because 
VDOT seemed to be [going 
back] on their agreement.”

Garbacz said the agree-
ment took place around 2012 
when the city was contem-
plating the HOV ramp.

When asked about Trans-
urban’s reasoning for request-
ing the change, Brent McKen-
zie, Transurban’s government 
relations and community out-
reach manager, listed various 
projected benefits.

“As we prepared for the 
opening of the 395 Express 
Lanes, we heard from people 
asking why this ramp wasn’t 
part of the conversion,” McK-
enzie said in an email. “With 

the city experiencing cut-
through traffic problems, this 
is a logical change that will 
reduce congestion on the 395 
regular lanes, make minor re-
ductions in cut-through traffic 
on the local roads and it will 
improve safety by reducing the 
number of crashes at the Sem-
inary Road/395 interchange.”

McKenzie, city represen-
tatives and VDOT representa-
tives all declined to comment 
when asked how much mon-
ey the HOT exit is projected 
to generate and where that 
money would go.

Transurban recently re-
leased findings from a study 
called the Interchange 

Modification Report on pro-
jected traffic changes that 
could result from the HOV 
to HOT change. 

The report states that the 
south-facing HOV ramp onto 
Seminary Road is currently 
underutilized. If it were to 

SEMINARY FROM | 1

SEE SEMINARY | 39
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Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

A $40 contribution will fund  
an art or carpentry project

Visit www.spaceofherown.org or  
email mentor@spaceofherown.org

VOLUNTEER TO MENTOR  
A 5TH GRADE GIRL IN 2020

Meeting
c o o p e r a t i v e  
p r e s c h o o l house

318 S.  Royal Street ~ site ◆ 323 S.  Fairfax Street,  Alexandria,  Virginia 22314 ~ mail  ◆ 703-549-8037 ◆ www.meetinghousepreschool.org

Meeting
c o o p e r a t i v e
p r e s c h o o l house

318 S.  Royal Street ~ site ◆ 323 S.  Fairfax Street,  Alexandria,  Virginia 22314 ~ mail  ◆ 703-549-8037 ◆ www.meetinghousepreschool.org

MHCP_letthead.indd   1 9/1/17   1:07 PM

SAVE THE DATE
Meeting House Cooperative 

318 South Royal Street • 703-549-8037
www.meetinghousepreschool.org

Preschool 

OPEN HOUSE 
JANUARY 15TH 9:30-10:30

small business spotlight

Franchise founded by 
‘Cupcake Wars’ alum
BY LUKE ANDERSON

Woman owned and oper-
ated, Smallcakes Cupcakery 
and Creamery has found a 
new sweet spot in Del Ray.

Smallcakes is a franchise 
founded in 2009 by Jeff Mar-
tin, who has appeared on Food 
Network’s “Cupcake Wars” 
series. Smallcakes has loca-
tions across the country, but 
the shop in Del Ray is the only 
one in Northern Virginia. It 
opened in October at 1506 Mt. 
Vernon Ave., beside Junction 
Bakery & Bistro. The opening 
was made official with a cele-
bration on Nov. 16.

When owner Breanna Pe-
rez decided to pursue a career 
in baking, she chose to by-
pass the challenge of opening 
a business from scratch and 
opted to open a shop through 
a franchise. Perez said she was 
impressed that the Smallcakes 
franchise provided recipes and 
suggestions and the freedom 
to design her store and dai-
ly menus. After sampling its 
products at the Richmond lo-
cation, she was sold.

Initially, Perez set up shop 
in Arlington’s Pentagon Row 
in July 2018 and operated at 
that location for a little more 
than a year. When the space 
on Mount Vernon Avenue be-
came available, Perez felt it 
would be an even better spot 
and jumped on it. She said 
that when she first moved to 
Alexandria, Del Ray was one 
of her favorite hangout spots.

“I’ve always liked the feel 
and the offerings of what Del 
Ray has,” Perez said.

The new location has 
housed several businesses 

over the years, ranging from 
a daycare to a day spa. Be-
cause the building was al-
ready zoned for commercial 
operations, it required no 
renovations to accommodate 
a cupcake shop. Even better, 
it offered a bigger kitchen and 
more work space and storage 
than the Arlington location.

The large kitchen allowed 
Perez to add to the daily 
menu, which consists of 12 
signature flavors. Small-
cakes rotates 200 cupcake 
recipes throughout the year. 
Best-sellers include red vel-
vet, strawberry and choco-
late cream, which looks like 
a Hostess cupcake. Cupcakes 
are baked fresh every day.

Since the move, Perez has 

noticed a difference in cupcake 
preferences between Alexan-
dria and Arlington. In Arling-
ton, birthday cake and lemon 
drop flavors performed well, 
but “[Del Ray] seems to be a 
chocolate area. We’ll sell out of 
chocolate cupcakes before we 
sell out of vanilla,” Perez said.

Seasonal specials also seem 
to do well in Del Ray. Perez said 
the apple cider cupcake, one of 
November’s Saturday specials, 
sold out every time.

On top of the signature 
flavors, there are monthly 
specials and at least one daily 
special. On weekends, there 
are two daily specials, as well 
as vegan, gluten-free and 

Smallcakes cupcake shop 
opens in Del Ray

PHOTO/SMALLCAKES
The lemondrop cupcake remains a favorite of Smallcakes patrons.

SEE SMALLCAKES | 18
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The Good Life
Affordable Choices with Goodwin House
Ring in the New Year and enjoy the good life with Goodwin 
House! Conveniently located near Alexandria’s dynamic West 
End, our Life Plan Communities are full of residents who create  
a vibrant atmosphere and programs that help everyone thrive.  
We are grateful for each and every resident! 

Goodwin House guarantees you access to care, with financial 
plans that provide predictability of long-term costs – something 
not found in every senior living community. Choose from more 
than 50 floor plans, with entrance fees starting as low as $62,000. 
Enjoy premium apartment homes customized with your personal 
touches, as well as our popular amenities:

Visit our website or call us today!  
www.goodwinhouse.org | 703.546.9192 

Residential Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care  
Nursing Care | Small House Health Care Center | Short-Term Rehab 

Palliative Care and Hospice | Goodwin House at Home

 Multiple dining options
 Fitness centers & heated pools
 Arts & cultural programs
 Pet-friendly & dog-walking areas

 Business center & library
 On-site clinic & pharmacy
 Transportation to nearby 
shopping & metro

Call us today!
Learn more about 

our range of options 
and what works 

best for you!

GHI_AlexandriaTimes_December_Ad_V3.indd   1 12/16/19   5:16 PM
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REAL. 
LOCAL.
SAVINGS.  
See how much you could save on car insurance today. 

703-236-1366
4617 Duke Street, Alexandria
geico.com/nova-metro

Saving people money on more 
than just car insurance.

   

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC 
coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, 
Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO 19_225992

www.gracealex.org

December 22: Advent 4
7:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. – Choral Eucharist
December 23   
7:00 p.m. – La Gracia Christmas Holy Eucharist
December 24: Christmas Eve
3:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist for Children and Families
5:00 p.m. – Festival Eucharist of the Nativity of Our Lord
                                                  Prelude begins at 4:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m. – Holy Eucharist of the Nativity of Our Lord
11:00 p.m. – Solemn High Mass of the Nativity of Our Lord
                                                  Prelude begins at 10:30 p.m.

December 25: Christmas Day  
12:00 p.m. – Festival Eucharist
December 29: The Sunday after Christmas
7:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist
10:00 a.m. – Christmas Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

dairy-free options. Small-
cakes also sells ice cream, 
push-pops, whoopie pies and 
cupcakes in a jar.

An added bonus for 
dog-friendly Del Ray, Small-
cakes welcomes dogs too.

Nearby resident Lindsey 
Webster was pleased that her 
dogs, Baya and Eevee, were 
welcome inside the shop in-
stead of staying out in the 
cold. Along with two cup-

cakes, she also bought each of 
her dogs a pupcake, special-
ly made for dogs. Pupcakes 
are carrot cake cupcakes 
with peanut butter icing and 
topped with a milkbone.

Both Webster and her dogs 
seemed to enjoy their treats.

“It’s got a lot of flavor, but 
it’s not so heavy. Definitely 
worth sharing with two peo-
ple though. I don’t think I 
could eat a whole one of these 
by myself,” said Webster, who 
took the cupcakes home to 

share with her husband.
Perez said that many peo-

ple, including herself, are 
surprised by the cupcakes’ 
size at first.

“They are considered a 
jumbo-size cupcake, so it’s 
kind of like a small cake,” 
Perez said. 

If the jumbo-size is too 
much, mini cupcakes can be 
made by special order. They 
are popular for birthdays, of-

PHOTOS/LUKE ANDERSON
Left: The Smallcakes motto is written on a blackboard inside the shop.
Right: Del Ray dog Eevee checks out her pupcake before taking a bite.

SMALLCAKES FROM | 16

SEE SMALLCAKES | 19
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fice parties and other large 
events, Perez said.

Smallcakes has gained new 
business in Alexandria but it’s 
also retained its Arlington pa-
trons, many of whom are will-
ing to drive the extra distance. 

One regular who often 

pops in to pick up snacks for 
his family told Perez that the 
shop is in a “dangerous” loca-
tion for him since it is now only 
five minutes from his house.

In the next year, Small-
cakes aims to continue ex-
panding its social media 
presence and get involved 
with pop-ups and the Del Ray 

farmer’s market. Most im-
portantly, it intends to con-
tinue fulfilling its mission 
statement: “To use creative 
flavors, quality ingredients 
and friendly service to pro-
vide the finest cupcake ex-
perience worthy of returning 
and recommending.”

-landerson@alextimes.com

Holiday Inspections
only $6995

703-683-1996

www.rbincorporated.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

Does Your Dog Need a Break?

Package rates 
available!

Dog Walks      Potty Breaks      Exercise      Mental Stimulation      Play

Schedule a consultation today!
571-438-2323      PassionatelyPets.com

We offer 15, 30, or 60 minute visits!

Ask about our puppy packages!

Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly 
Victorian humbug, travels 
with ghostly guides through 
Christmas past, present, 
and future to find the true 
meaning of the holidays. 
A Christmas Carol is a must 
for the entire family!

www.thelittletheatre.com

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

A Christmas Carol
12/6-12/22

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT

ST. PAUL’S
We invite you and your family to celebrate the 

birth of Christ at St. Paul’s this Advent and Christmas!

Advent Lessons and Carols | December 22 at 9:00 and 11:00 am

Christmas Eve Services | December 24
12:00 pm Quiet Holy Eucharist

 2:00 and 4:00 pm Family Service with Children’s Sermon 
6:00 and 10:00 pm (9:30 prelude) Holy Eucharist with Choir and Brass

Christmas Day | December 25 at 10:00 am (pajamas encouraged!) 

Christmas Lessons and Carols | December 29 at 10:00 am

Epiphany Pageant & Extravaganza | Sunday, Jan. 5 
9:00 am Pageant 

10:00 am Intergenerational FunDay and Parade

www.stpaulsalexandria.com228 S. Pitt St. Alexandria, VA

PHOTO/LUKE ANDERSON
Smallcakes’ pupcakes are smaller than the regular cupcakes and topped with a milkbone.

SMALLCAKES FROM | 18
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Experience the Holidays this year at Sonoma Cellar!
Join us for dinner on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day at 4pm

Celebrate New Years Eve at Sonoma Cellar!
Endless Wine from 10:00pm - Midnight

Beer, Appetizers, and Full Dinner Menu Available Too!

$50 + Tax/tip

RSVP: Email infosonomacellar@gmail.com or buy your tickets on EventBrite

Visit us today and see why people - and their pups - love Sonoma Cellar!
207 King Street | mysonomacellar.com | 703.556.867

Fabulous, fresh, delectably craft food • Daily Wine Tastings
Best outdoor dining in Old Town • Dogs Welcome!
Happy Hour • SoCel Wine Club • Wine Education Events

Obituary

Mary Jane DeWeerd, 92, 
of Alexandria, passed away 
on Dec. 3 at Goodwin House 
Alexandria. Jane was a long-
time resident of the Del Ray 
neighborhood. 

Mary Jane DeWeerd was 
born on Aug. 28, 1927 in Lan-
sing, Michigan to parents 
Harvey and Nellie DeWeerd. 
Jane received her M.A. and 
graduated with honors from 
Washington University, St 
Louis (Central Institute for 
the Deaf) in 1951, concentrat-
ing on speech, hearing and 
education for the deaf.  She 
received her BA from the Uni-
versity of Missouri in 1949.  

Special education was 
Jane’s career focus and pas-
sion. She was the chief project 
officer of the Early Childhood 
Section, Office of Special Ed-
ucation Programs, United 
States Department of Educa-
tion in Washington D.C. from 

1964 to 1984. In 1968, Jane 
administered a new program 
– The Handicapped Children’s 
Early Education Program, also 
known as The First Chance 
Network – that funded proj-
ects at the local, state and regi-
nal levels. In 1980, the HCEEP 
program was included in the 
Education of Handicapped Act 
P.L. 91-230, which was the first 
free-standing statute written 
expressly for children with 
disabilities. Jane managed 
the services for children with 
disabilities for the Head Start 
Bureau, Department of Health 
and Human Services, from 
1984 until 1992, when she re-
tired. Jane also has several 
publications regarding early 
childhood special education.

Jane’s volunteer activities 
have included work with the 
National Association for the 
Education of Young Chil-
dren, American Education 

Research Association, Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund, the Ad-
visory Committee on Special 
Education for the Alexandria 
Public Schools, the Duncan 
Library and the Chinquapin 
Community Gardens. She 
was among the early mem-
bers of Del Ray Artisans, a 
nonprofit organization with 
the mission of promoting art 
for the benefit of artists and 

the community. Jane was 
always ready to help other 
people, especially those in 
financial need. 

Jane was an extremely pas-
sionate democrat. She had a 
strong opinion about politics, 
and she participated in many 
political movements.  She 
was passionate in supporting 
UNICEF, the Natural Resourc-
es Defense Council and the 
Cooperative for Assistance 
and Relief Everywhere, Inc.

Jane was an accomplished 
watercolor artist. Her love of 
painting and giving her paint-
ings to friends will continue 
to enrich many lives. She was 
very fond of the Torpedo Fac-
tory Art Center, where she 
took many painting class-
es. She thoroughly enjoyed 
growing and arranging flow-
ers.  She had a unique way of 
presenting delicate flowers in 
a simple vase to brighten spir-

its.  Jane would always bring 
a flower from her garden to 
whomever she was visiting, 
and her glass was always half 
full. She also enjoyed time 
with her friends and extended 
family. She loved entertain-
ing.  She was vibrant; always 
happy, positive, giving, and 
she truly blessed her family, 
friends and caregivers with 
her joyful and creative spirit. 

Jane was preceded in 
death by her father, Harvey 
DeWeerd in 1979; her moth-
er, Nellie DeWeerd in 1998; 
her sister, Evelyn Ewing in 
2007; and her aunt, Christine 
DeWeerd in 2009.

She is survived by her two 
nieces, Julie Ewing-Chris-
tensen and her husband Dan 
Christensen of Fitchburg, 
Wisconsin; Karen Ewing of 
Lenexa, Kansas; and the many 
lifelong friends who became 
an extended family for Jane. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Mary Jane DeWeerd
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Holiday 
Gift Guide

BY EILEEN ABBOTT

Even if you’re super or-
ganized, the busyness of the 
holiday season can make it 
challenging to remember ev-
erything. Just when you’re 
about to celebrate that you’ve 
shopped for everyone on 
your list, you realize you’ve 
missed a person or two.

But don’t worry — you 
won’t have to go far to find 
the perfect present. From 
Old Town to Del Ray to the 
West End, Alexandria mer-
chants have you covered for 
those last-minute gifts, and 
the bonus is, you’ll be sup-
porting local businesses, too, 
which keeps our city’s econo-
my flourishing. 

Here are some go-to rec-
ommendations for places 
you’ll enjoy visiting. 

Lavender Moon Cup-
cakery

You’re running late — but 
no one will notice because 
you’ll be the life of the party 
when you show up with a few 

dozen cupcakes from Laven-
der Moon Cupcakery. 

Located at 116 S. Royal 
St., Lavender Moon Cup-
cakery serves fresh, organic 
treats that are almost too 
pretty to eat.

“Lavender Moon Cupcak-
ery is a chef-owned cupcakery. 

We source local ingredients 
from the farms, as well as us-
ing Polyface eggs and Euro-
pean butter,” owner Tammy 
Durkin said. “We bake every 
morning, always creating new 
seasonal flavors.” 

The procrastinator’s guide to 
last-minute gifting 

SEE GIFT GUIDE | 22

PHOTO/LAVENDER MOON CUPCAKERY
Lavender Moon’s cupcakes are made with fresh, local ingredients. 

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

The perfect last  
second present:

A Dishes of India  
gift certificate  

with a 20% bonus!

WE ARE  
FULLY OPEN!
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Cupcakes are $3 each or 
$30 for a dozen. Some of the 
favorite flavors offered in-
clude vanilla bean with lem-
on curd, pistachio and pas-
sion fruit, blackberry lemon 

and triple Belgian chocolate. 
“Our community is im-

portant to us,” Durkin said. 
“We participate in local 
fundraisers and offer a dis-
count to our firefighters, po-
lice and military.” 

You can find a daily list of 

available flavors on Lavender 
Moon Cupcakery’s Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/
lavendermooncupcakery. 

 
Early Times Emporium 

Experience that wonder-
ful holiday spirit in a newly 

opened shop in Old Town. 
The Early family, who 

are long-time Alexandrians, 
opened the Early Times Em-
porium at 413 Cameron St. 
this summer.

Offering elegant, quality 
creations by local artisans, 
this gem of a mercantile 
shop with a colonial apoth-
ecary theme is also abun-
dant with botanicals. You’ll 
definitely find that special 
gift you’ve been searching 
for – you may even want to 
treat yourself to a gift as you 
explore the delightful shop.

“For this holiday season, 
we expanded on our theme 
and created apothecary 
cocktail kits,” owner Susan 
Early said. “There are seven 
different kits available and 
all are totally customizable. 
The most popular has been 
the gingerbread old fash-
ioned kit, which includes all 
materials to create these fab-
ulous tipples – except for the 

spirits and the ice.”
The gingerbread old fash-

ioned kit is $29 – or $36.99 
with the optional ice sphere.

For more details about the 
Early Times Emporium, visit 
earlytimesemporium.com. 

 
Popped! Republic

When it’s winter and cold 
outside, and you just want 
to stay indoors under a cozy 
blanket, watch a movie and 
eat popcorn, Popped! Re-
public is the perfect place to 
get that last-minute gift for 
all those wonderful people 
you’ve appreciated through-
out the year. 

“Our popcorn is excep-
tional for a couple of reasons. 
We use real ingredients and 
take great care in produc-
ing great flavor and quality 
gourmet popcorn. It is fresh 
and tastes amazing,” owner 
Christina Stanley said. 

PHOTO/FLEURIR CHOCOLATES
Top: Kettle corn at Popped! Republic.
Bottom: Fleurir Chocolates’ Christmas box flavors include hot chocolate, fruit cake, cranberry cheese-
cake, eggnog, peppermint latte and gingersnap.

PHOTO/POPPED! REPUBLIC

PHOTO/EARLY TIMES EMPORIUM
The most popular of the seven different apothecary cocktail kits at 
Early Times Emporium is the gingerbread old fashioned kit.

GIFT GUIDE FROM | 21
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Flavors include capitol 
caramel popcorn, congres-
sional cheddar and more. For 
a full list of available flavors, 
go to www.americasfavorite-
popcorn.com/pages/alexan-
dria-va. 

“The large sampler is 
your choice of three fla-
vors [three small bags] or 
the nine-flavor sampling 
option. Either choice is 
$39.99," Stanley said. "We 
also offer our fan favorite 
bag of popcorn in a variety 
of flavors to enjoy and share 
with your friends and fami-
ly. Prices range from $16.99 
to $32.99." 

The best part about visit-
ing in person is that Popped! 
Republic offers free samples, 
so you can try the flavors be-
fore purchasing. The shop is 
located at 2381 S. Dove St.

Fleurir Chocolates
A chocolate lover’s dream, 

Fleurir Chocolates has the 
perfect last-minute gift for 
the chocoholic on your list.

Located at 110 S. Payne 
St., Fleurir Chocolates offers 
elegant chocolates that are 
both aesthetically pleasing 
and divinely delicious.

“We make everything 
that we sell by hand in small 
batches, so you are always 
getting the freshest, high-
est quality products,” owner 
Ashley Hubbard said. “For 
the holidays, I recommend 
our Christmas Box, which 
comes in either a nine- or 
16-piece assortment with 
Christmas inspired flavors 
such as gingersnap, eggnog 
and hot cocoa.” 

The nine-piece box is 
$24.95, and the 16-piece box 
is $38.95.

Hubbard suggested 
Fleurir’s Wine Pairing Bars, 
a set of five flavor-infused 

chocolate bars made specifi-
cally to pair with wines, as a 
hostess gift. The set goes for 
$16.95.

Find more details on 
Fleurir’s website: www.
fleurirchocolates.com. 

 
 Penny Post

“Living in a digital age 
means we crave connection, 
and Penny Post is a cham-
pion for staying in touch 
with friends and loved ones 
through the written word,” 
Penny Post owner Amy Ruth-
erford said.

If you’re a paper lover 
who loves to write or receive 
handwritten cards, you’ll be 
in heaven at Penny Post, lo-
cated at 1201 King St. It’s the 
perfect place to find a gift 
that will be beloved by those 
who feel the same. 

“People should visit Pen-
ny Post in person for the ex-
perience,” Rutherford said. 
“Paper is such a tactile thing 
that it should be felt and 
held to really get a sense of 

how wonderful it really is. 
Writing instruments are so 
personal that they should be 
tested for how they write and 
feel before buying. And, in 
my humble opinion, the store 
is quite lovely to behold.” 

Fountain pens from Ger-
many, notebooks from Japan, 
paper goods from France 
and cards from small mak-
ers throughout the U.S. are a 
small sampling of items dis-
played throughout the store. 

Elegant 2020 planners are 
also available – “A perfect 
gift for a co-worker,” accord-
ing to one customer. 

Find more information at 
www.shoppennypost.com.

Greenstreet Gardens 
The neighborhood holi-

day party is tonight, and you 
don’t know what to bring the 
hostess. Not to fear – Green-
street Gardens at 1721 W. 
Braddock Rd. has you cov-
ered. 

Holiday cheer abounds 
in this festive garden cen-
ter overflowing with vi-
brant poinsettias and cus-
tom-made wreaths, both 
perfect hostess gifts. It’s also 
the perfect place for those 
who have procrastinated get-
ting their Christmas trees.

“With trees ranging from 
four feet to 12 feet and dif-

ferent varieties such as no-
ble fir, Turkish fir and more, 
you’re bound to find the per-
fect tree for your holiday,” 
Brianna Tomlinson, mar-
keting and special events 
coordinator for Greenstreet 
Gardens, said. 

ten 
. thousand 

v1   11 ages,. 

915 King St, Alexandria

Perfect stocking stuffers 
and unique hand crafted 

gifts abound. 

703-684-1435

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal 
celebration and shop with us for exclusive 

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

A Wine Gallery 108 special for your holiday 
table. Pick up an original bottle of wine 

paired with these one-of-a-kind table mats 
to thrill anyone on your list!

PHOTO/GREENSTREET GARDENS
Vibrant red poinsettias from Greenstreet Gardens make a perfect hostess gift.
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Open Every Day 
& Evenings

703.549.8530 • www.silverparrot.com • 113 King Street, Old Town

the art of

Experience
       Jewelry

THANK YOU 
ALEXANDRIA AND 

BEST WISHES  
FOR 2020

www.fourdirectionswellness.com

WEEKEND 1

December 6th

through

December 8th

WEEKEND 2

December 13th

through

December 15th

WEEKEND 3

December 20th

through

December 22nd

DEL RAY ARTISANS
HOLIDAY MARKET

2019

DIFFERENT ARTISTS EACH WEEKEND
Del Ray Artisans Gallery
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria

JOIN US
December  

6-8
December 

13-15
December 

20-22

Friday 
6-9 p.m., 

Saturday and 
Sunday, 

11 a.m.-6 p.m

FREE  
ADMISSION

Poinsettia plants range 
from $5.99 to $26 based on 
size. Christmas trees also 
vary in price depending on 
size.

“We treat all our plants 
with love, and we make sure 
all our customers go home 
with proper care information 
and supplies needed to keep 
their chosen plants healthy,” 
Tomlinson said.

For more information, go 
to greenstreetgardens.com/
about-us/alexandria. 

The Spice & Tea Ex-
change 

Healthy and delicious to 
warm your body and spirit, 
freshly brewed hot teas from 
the Spice & Tea Exchange at 
320 King St. are the perfect 
treat while you’re out holi-
day shopping. But if you lin-
ger and browse, you’re sure 

to find gifts for everyone on 
your list.

“Our gourmet gifts will 
delight the senses and tingle 
the soul,” manager Jessica 
Klug said.

The variety of teas in-
clude ginger turmeric herbal 
tea, Earl Grey creme tea, co-
conut Oolong tea and more. 

For gifting, Klug recom-
mends the Best of Alexan-
dria Gift Set, which comes 
with three jars of the shop’s 
most popular spice blends, 
Vik’s Garlic Fix, Tuscany and 
Signature, for $34.95. 

“Our Mulling Mix is a 
classic blend for mulling ci-
der or wine,” Klug said. “It 
comes with a cotton bag to 
keep the spices together, 
perfectly proportioned for 
one quart of cider or one bot-
tle of wine, and, if stored in 
the fridge, the blend can be 
re-used.”

Many of the gifts here are 

already wrapped and ready to 
go right under the tree. Vis-
it www.spiceandtea.com for 
more details.

 
Cheesetique

What could be more fine 
than delectable cheese and 
wine? You can’t go wrong 
with a thoughtful gift from 
Cheesetique. 

As you walk into the Del 
Ray shop and restaurant, 
located at 2411 Mt. Vernon 
Ave., you are welcomed by a 
cute front section with cook-
ing items, beautiful cheese-
boards – $39.99 for one 
option on display – cheese 
wires and grates, a variety 
of food-friendly wines and, 
of course, a carefully curated 
collection of cheese. 

It’s a feast for the eyes to 
gaze at the selection of about 
250 cheeses showcased in the 

PHOTO/PENNY POST
Penny Post offers a wealth of stationary, pens and other small gifts for the paper-lover in your life.

GIFT GUIDE FROM | 23

SEE GIFT GUIDE | 25



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 19, 2019 | 25 

deli case as you walk in.
Baked lemon ricotta and 

Rosey Goat, a semi-firm goat 
cheese made more flavor-
ful with dried rosemary, are 
both offered at $23.99 per 
pound. Dozens more range 
from about $19 to about $35 
dollars a pound. 

Find more details at www.
cheesetique.com.

Torpedo Factory Art 
Center

There’s such a wonderful 
selection of art at the Torpe-
do Factory Art Center, it will 
be easy to find that special 
gift in no time.

“With more than 165 art-
ists in 82 studios on three 
floors, there is something 
for everyone’s taste and bud-
get,” Communications and 
Marketing Manager Alyssa 
Ross said. 

One-of-a-kind gifts span 
from elegant sculptures to 
handmade scarves, hats and 

socks – perfect for keep-
ing warm during the winter 
months.

“Gifts of art are always 
special,” Ross said. “They’re 
unique and perfect for the 
hard-to-shop-for people. 
Often handmade things 
are higher quality, ethical-
ly sourced and sometimes 

they can be personalized. 
Plus, there is community 
pride that comes with sup-
porting artists based in the 
neighborhood.” 

Visit the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center at 105 N. Union St.

BW Art, Antiques 
& Jewelry

Unique one-of-a-kind gifts
Featured as an Eco-Friendly business in the 

Alexandria Times December 12th holiday guide
108 N. Fayette St. • 703-518-8464

www.bwantiques.com

PHOTO/SPICE & TEA EXCHANGE
Top: Handmade cheese wires and graters from Cheesetique make 
perfect last-minute gifts.
Bottom: The Best of Alexandria gift set from Spice & Tea Exchange 
includes a variety of spice blends.
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Alexandria Restaurant 
Partners

If you don’t have time to 

run out and get a last-minute 
gift, you’re just a click away 
from making a special person 
on your list very happy.

Everyone appreciates 

a delicious, relaxing meal 
from one of our area’s fine 
restaurants. Just head to Al-
exandria Restaurant Part-
ners for a gift card with 
restaurant options that will 
please everyone: www.alex-
andriarestaurantpartners.
com/gift-cards. 

“Gift Cards to Alexan-
dria Restaurant Partners 
make the perfect gift,” Em-
ily Klassen, ARP’s event 
sales and catering director, 
said. “They’re available in 
any denomination and re-
deemable at all our Virginia 
and Florida locations. We’re 
also running a promo-
tion through Jan. 1: When 
guests buy a $100 gift card, 
they get a complimentary 
$20 bonus card on us.”

Happy shopping, and 
happy holidays!

www.bcjewelers.net

Family owned and operated since 1953

*excludes consignment jewelry & repairs, No layaway and all sales are final.

Bradlee Shopping Center  
3610 G King Street  

Alexandria, VA 22302  
(703) 379-6010

Hurry!  
Good through December 24

Holiday Hours 
10 am to 4:30 pm

Mon-Fri 10am to 6pm
Sat 10am to 5pm

SUNDAY 12 to 4pm

Our gift to you!

any regularly priced item 
in stock of $100 or more*

 25% OFF

Making Alexandria Sparkle for 66 Years!
Christmas Eve open 

PHOTO/EILEEN ABBOTTT
Above: Hand-knitted socks by Torpedo Factory artist Lois Benson 
make perfect wearable works of art.
Left: Alexandria Restaurant Partners’ gift cards can be used at any 
of the restaurant group’s eight locations.
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TimesLiving

SENIORS
At Home in Alexandria
Nonprofit "villages" around the country assist se-
niors in need. | Page 30

CALENDAR
December events
Visit Mount Vernon, attend an art exhibit, catch a 
holiday show and more.| Page 31

HOMES
Deck your halls
From traditional displays to adventurous color  
palettes, holiday decor themes are endless. | Page 32

CITY CREATIVES

Torpedo Factory artist 
explores beauty, death, 
the natural world in 
wood engraving 
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Art has never come easy 
to Rosemary Covey. 

The long-time wood en-
graver and painter has spent 
the last 40 years at the Tor-
pedo Factory with collec-
tions of her work on display 
around the world, yet the 
process of making her work 
hasn’t gotten easier. The 
challenge – the fear, “the 
edge,” in Covey’s words – is 
intrinsic to her work.

“You kind of have to skate 
this edge between being very 
uncomfortable and yet still 
being able to have the skills 
and be conscious yet almost 
unconscious at the same 
time,” Covey said. “As soon 
as you relax, the thing starts 
to not work. It can work, but 
it won’t have life to it.” 

Given Covey’s preoccupa-
tion with death, fragility and 
the darker side of the natural 
world, the sentiment might 
seem at odds with her work, 
but her wood engravings and 
paintings come to life pre-
cisely because of that tension. 

“My work has that du-
ality to some extent,” Cov-
ey said. “It used to be what 

people always considered 
very dark with themes con-
necting to medicine and 
death and fragility. But out 
of that came a series of work 
that surprisingly had great, 
larger appeal.”

Covey was born in Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa in 
1954, a time of intense so-
cial and political upheaval. 
She left the country at age 10 
with her family because her 
father had been invited to 
pursue a Ph.D. in the U.S. 

Covey’s formative mem-
ories of South Africa are 
still tinged with nostalgia – 
the memories of a child un-
aware of the time in which 
she was growing up, happy 
in the self-contained world 
of her family. 

It’s also a nostalgia for 
the early days of her artistic 
curiosity. At five years old, 
Covey was expressing an in-
terest in creative expression 
both in class and at home, 
where she worked on crafts 
with her grandmother.

“She had big boxes of 
scraps and we made things 
together all the time, so leav-
ing South Africa was hard for 
me because she and I spent 
all our time together,” Covey 
said. “She was the biggest in-
fluence on my life ever.”

Covey and her family end-

ed up moving to Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, where her father 
finished his Ph.D. at the 
University of Michigan. The 
family then moved to Ash-
field, Massachusetts, where 
Covey’s father had secured a 

position at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst.

In Ashfield, Covey’s pas-
sion for the arts continued 
to blossom. An art teacher 
at Williston Northampton 
School introduced her to 

print engraving at the age 
of 14; Covey returned years 
later, after college, to learn 
wood engraving from the 
same teacher. 

Life and death

COURTESY PHOTO
Rosemary Covey came to the Torpedo Factory at age 22 and has remained an artist at the art center for 
more than 40 years. 
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CITY CREATIVES: ROSEMARY COVEY

Covey was set on the 
path. She knew she wanted 
to make art, but, like many 
artists, she found barriers 
at every turn. Her parents 
warned her about the scary, 

impractical path of an artist. 
Collectors and artists open-
ly questioned her ability at 
portfolio showings. 

The cynics only strength-
ened Covey’s determination. 
Covey’s early career was 
defined by finding a way 

around the blockades that 
were thrown up around her, 
she said.

Covey's parents refused to 
pay for her college education, 
so she left Cornell University 
after two years. At 18 years 
old, she married a man who 

helped support her artistic 
ambitions, but after divorc-
ing at 21, Covey found herself 
in need of a way to support 
herself financially.

“Then I’m on my own at 
22 and I have to make a liv-
ing,” Covey said. “My par-
ents were like, ‘Now you’re 
on your own.’ So, coming [to 
Alexandria] I started doing 
commissions and slowly it 
became my career and way of 
making a living.”

Covey immediately fell 
in love with Alexandria. The 
history and character of the 
city were captivating, and 
the detail of the streets was 
like catnip for a wood en-
graver, Covey said.

Wood engraving, at its 
most fundamental, involves 
carving an image into a block 
of wood, applying ink to the 
face of the block and press-
ing the ink onto a surface to 
leave an impression. 

It’s a process that is easy 
to learn but difficult to mas-
ter, partially because of the 
intense concentration it re-
quires, Covey said.

“You can’t make a mis-
take and if you do, you have 
to incorporate it, which real-
ly creates that panic, nervous 
energy that I think propels 
work,” Covey said.

Prints created through 
wood engraving also need to 
be designed in reverse, since 
the print will be ultimate-
ly be a reverse image of the 
original design. The reverse 
engineering makes execut-
ing facial expressions diffi-
cult for many engravers, but 
Covey said her dyslexia helps.

“I have extreme dyslex-
ia. I have problems with all 
kinds of simple tasks, but the 

reversing of things comes 
more naturally [to me] than 
it might [to others],” Covey 
said. “It’s very difficult to 
do facial expression and … 
to get a likeness of any sort 
when you reverse it, but it 
helps to have dyslexia.”

Covey came to the Torpe-
do Factory in 1976, two years 
after it opened as an arts cen-
ter. Although she can trace 
thematic patterns in her work 
all the way back to those ear-
ly days, her work has evolved 
creatively and procedurally.

Death and fragility are 
still at the core of her work, 
but Covey has started to find 
new ways to explore themes 
that have captivated artists 
for centuries.

In collaboration with bota-
nists, evolutionary biologists 
and entomologists, Covey 
now finds new inspiration in 
the natural world, the duality 
of decaying lifeforms and life 
under the microscope.

Her series called “In-
sects” came out of a res-
idency at Blue Mountain 
Center in the Adirondacks. 
Combining printing and 
painting, Covey depicted 
the bodies of butterflies and 
dragonflies as beaten and 
bruised yet beautiful.

“[One entomologist] said, 
as a scientist, you see them 
under the microscope and 
they’re battered and beat-
en and their wings and their 
short life are scratched,” Cov-
ey said. “They’re not pristine. 
And what I had been noticing 
was that, as they lie dead, they 
strike these human poses.”

Another series of prints 
and paintings focused on 

You can’t make a mistake and if 
you do, you have to incorporate 
it, which really creates that panic, 

nervous energy that I think propels work.”
– Rosemary Covey

COURTESY PHOTO
"David with Astrocytes (Brain Tumor 8)" was part of a three-year project, during which Rosemary Covey 
depicted a man suffering from a brain tumor at various stages in the process. 
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fungi and lichens and the 
above ground beauty that 
masks monumental, mon-
strous rooted webs just below 
the surface, Covey said.

“I don’t do it, when I 
work with a scientist, to be 
an illustrator or scientif-
ic illustrator,” Covey said. 
“[I’m] not interested in that 
at all. I’m interested in what 
they can tell me that sparks 
my visual imagination.”

Covey’s science-inspired 
and research-driven work 
hasn’t been limited to just 
insects and mushrooms. 

“David with Astrocytes 

(Brain Tumor 8)” was part 
of an intimate series of 
portraits that captured the 
eponymous David, a man 
Covey had met at her Tor-
pedo Factory studio, in var-
ious stages of treatment for 
a brain tumor.

“He looked really haunt-
ed. … He’d had all this sur-
gery and you could sort of 
see what happened behind 
his eyes, that something 
monumental had hap-
pened,” Covey said. “He 
hired me [and] I ended up 
working for him for three 
years to do a piece on his 
brain tumor experience.”

Collaboration has become 

an integral part of Covey’s 
process, whether it’s incor-
porating a partner’s scientif-
ic knowledge or pieces from 
fellow artists. 

“The best thing in the 
world is to find other people 
that are crazy about what 
they’re doing and that fits 
with what you’re doing,” 
Covey said.

Her process has changed 
even as she uses the same 
tools. Covey said she’s still 
driven by the same unknow-
able passion to create that 
drove her when she was 
alone at 22.

“It’s the same exact 
thing and I still don’t know 

quite what it is,” Covey 
said. “You get the idea in 
your head and then you 
have to push it. And you’re 
hoping that you’re gonna 
push it and it’s going to be 
better than anything you 
ever did before. … Once I’ve 
done it, I’m not even con-

cerned anymore. It’s get-
ting it there.”

For Covey, the elusive 
“there” is a place she can’t 
stop working toward.

“That’s the goal,” Covey 
said. “You hopefully never 
stop.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

CITY CREATIVES: ROSEMARY COVEY

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: Covey's mixed print and painting series "Insects" was inspired by her collaboration with an entomologist. 
Right: "Red Handed" is a floor-sized piece meant to explore collective and personal grief. It has been displayed at the Torpedo Factory, Morton Fine Art Gallery in D.C. and 
Evergreen Museum in Baltimore.
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You get the idea in your head 
and then you have to push it. 
And you’re hoping that you’re 

gonna push it and it’s going to be better 
than anything you ever did before.”

– Rosemary Covey
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BY CELE GARRETT

Nearly 20 years ago, a 
group of folks in a well-
known Boston neighbor-
hood organized an infor-
mal network of volunteers 
to help their older neigh-
bors. This idea expanded 
into a bigger operation. By 
2003, the group was a fully 
formed nonprofit known as 
Beacon Hill Village. Today 
BHV serves a large swath 
of Boston — well beyond its 
original neighborhood.

The basic idea is this: A 
person joins BHV by pay-
ing an annual membership 
fee. Members can request 
help with handyman-type 
tasks, rides to appoint-
ments, light maintenance 
at home, technical sup-
port, pet sitting and many 
other things.

Beacon Hill Village’s 
model garnered press at-
tention from major news 
outlets, sparking interest in 
cities and towns across the 
country. Indeed, one day 
over breakfast at the Royal 
Restaurant, two gentlemen 
named Richard Moose and 
Ernie Lehmann pondered 
whether “this village thing” 

might work in Alexandria. 
They joined forces with 

Dr. Judith Jones, a local ger-
ontologist who had long 
studied the importance of 
socialization in older adults. 
These three recruited oth-
er like-minded people to 
explore the idea. This was 
the humble beginning of At 
Home in Alexandria, which 
opened its doors in 2011.

Today, each of the 271 
operating villages across the 
country offers services based 
on the particular needs of its 
community. The core mission 
and function of these villag-
es, however, is largely the 
same: to help members con-
tinue living an independent 
and vibrant life as they age. 
Villages provide practical, 
social and emotional support 
that can help make a mem-
ber’s daily life more pleasant, 

allowing them to save their 
energy for the activities most 
important to them.

This practical support 
takes many forms. Essential-
ly, villages offer the level of 
help a good neighbor would 
provide. Many AHA mem-
bers enjoy a weekly trip to 
and from their salon. Sever-
al volunteers read regularly 
to members who have vision 
impairment. Often, a volun-
teer and member will do their 
grocery shopping together. 

When a handrail needs 
tightening or heavy box-
es need to be carted down 
from the attic, volunteers 
are up to the job. When 
someone’s printer isn’t 
getting along well with 
their computer, AHA can 
send a volunteer to tackle 
the issue. When members 
experience an unexpected 
event, AHA has a database 
of reliable and trustworthy 
service providers that have 
come recommended by 
members and volunteers. 

It’s difficult to sum up the 

scope of support a village 
can provide. A village is not 
merely a service; it’s a true 
community. AHA’s village of 
neighbors watch out for one 
another and are there to lend 
a sympathetic ear. 

A couple of volunteers 
once put together a photo 
slide show for a member’s 
celebration of life service. 
Volunteers often have helped 
members with downsizing 
and moving to another home. 
On several occasions, AHA 
volunteers have recognized 
scams toward members and 
have been able to intervene 
and stop the problem.  

Each member’s expec-
tations and interests vary. 
A village provides as much 
or as little as each member 
needs. 

For many people, the 
social engagement that a 
village can offer has been 
one of the most satisfying 
aspects of village member-
ship. Several members do 
not have family close by, so 
they gather together and 

share Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinner together. 
One AHA member, Jane, hit 
it off with a newer member, 
Mary Jayne, and invited 
Mary Jayne to join her long-
standing book club. Anoth-
er two members who met 
through AHA, Mary Ann 
and Sandy, are taking a trip 
together to Quebec.

Whether it’s At Home 
in Alexandria, Mt. Vernon 
at Home, Arlington Neigh-
borhood Village, Dupont 
Circle Village, Silver Spring 
Village, Capitol Hill Village 
or any of the many village 
organizations, this grass-
roots movement evolved 
because we all want to live 
a full life as we age, and we 
want to support our friends 
who wish for the same. This 
is what makes a communi-
ty. And, it’s just the kind 
of thing a good neighbor 
would do.

Cele Garrett is the 
executive director for At 

Home in Alexandria.

Villages: What a good neighbor would do
SENIORS
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DECEMBER 20

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 
AT MOUNT VERNON Join Mount 
Vernon for an evening of family-friend-
ly fun and fireworks choreographed to 
holiday music. Take a stroll through 
the estate while being serenaded by 
local choirs and visit with re-enactors 
from the First Virginia Regiment. Mar-
tha Washington will also be on site 
to greet holiday guests. Keep toasty 
by warming up by a bonfire, enjoying 
some hot chocolate or cider or visiting 
the Museum and Education Center. 
Time: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mt. Vernon Memori-
al Highway 
Information: www.mountvernon.org

“CREATURE COMFORTS” ART 
EXHIBIT The “Creature Comforts” 
art exhibit at VCA Alexandria through 
the Gallery Without Walls program 
features artwork of animals by Del 
Ray Artisans members. Showcasing 
animals that lift and fill members’ 
hearts is a popular theme at VCA 
Alexandria and coincides with the win-
ter holiday season in which creature 
comforts of all types are appreciated. 
The exhibit runs through Jan. 26. 
Time: Thursdays from noon to 6 p.m., 
Fridays and Saturdays from noon to 9 
p.m., Sundays from noon to 6 p.m. 
Location: 2660 Duke St. 
Information: www.delrayartisans.
org/exhibits

DECEMBER 21

ALEXANDRIA HARMONIZERS 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY SHOW Come 
celebrate the season with a cappella 
vocal harmony. The Alexandria Harmo-
nizers, the area's premiere a cappella 
chorus, present their annual holiday 
show: "The Secret of Christmas." In 
addition to the award-winning Harmo-
nizers, the show features a smaller 
ensemble and a new quartet, Better 
Together. It’s a great addition to the 
holiday season that is fun, moving and 
suitable for the entire family. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall and Arts Center, 4915 E. 
Campus Dr. 
Information: www.harmonizers.org

DECEMBER 22

CHRISTMAS WITH THE RAT 
PACK A toast to the original Rat Pack, 
“Rat Pack Together Again,” takes lis-
teners on a musical journey featuring 
the greatest hits from the legendary 
Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Sam-
my Davis Jr. This production will treat 
listeners to Sinatra classics including, 
“Come Fly With Me” and “My Way,” 
Dino’s great songs like, “Everybody 
Loves Somebody” and “That's Amore!” 
and “Mr. Bojangles” and “Candy Man” 
from the dynamic Sammy Davis Jr.  
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: The Carlyle Club, 2050 
Ballenger Ave. 
Information: www.thecarlyleclub.com

BENEFIT RECITAL FOR SOME 
Join The Lyceum for an afternoon of 
music with international artists Ra-
chelle Hunt, violin, and Katie Tertell, 
cello. The program includes works by 
Mozart, Beethoven, Halvorsen and 
a new work by Mark Boden commis-
sioned by the artists. The suggested 
donation is $20, and all proceeds will 
benefit So Others Might Eat.  
Time: 3 to 4 p.m. 
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St. 
Information: www.eventbrite.
com/e/some-benefit-recital-tick-
ets-75172225149?aff=eprofsaved

CONTEMPORARY FLUTE AND 
GUITAR PERFORMANCE MIN, a 
contemporary flute and guitar duo, 
makes its highly-anticipated winter 
season return to the Athenaeum with 
a varied program that includes many 
beloved holiday classics. Flutist Saïs 
Kamalidiin and guitarist extraordi-
naire Rick Peralta comprise one of 
the few remaining, regularly perform-
ing, professional flute and guitar duos 
in this part of the country. 
Time: 2 to 3 p.m. 
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org

DECEMBER 23

A FAMILY CHRISTMAS FOR 
YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART 
Bring the kids for an unforgettable 
holiday experience as the Choral Arts 

Chorus fills the concert hall with holi-
day classics just for them. We’ll take 
listeners on a merry tour of holiday sing-
alongs and Christmas favorites that 
will have the family singing all the way 
home. Expect a visit from Santa, Frosty 
and Rudolph. This one-hour concert is 
perfect for children ages 5 and up. 
Time: 1 to 2 p.m. 
Location: Schlesinger Concert Hall, 
4915 E. Campus Drive  
Information: www.choralarts.org

DECEMBER 24

WATERSKIING SANTA Now in 
its 34th year, this favorite D.C.-area 
Christmas Eve event returns to Old 
Town. Gather along historic Alexan-
dria's Potomac River waterfront for 
a spectacular show by Waterskiing 
Santa and his merry crew. The prime 
viewing area is Waterfront Park, with 
more great views from the Alexandria 
City Marina, Founders Park and Point 
Lumley Park. Come early to see the 
jet ski pre-show. 
Time: 1 p.m. 
Location: Alexandria waterfront  
Information: www.waterskiingsanta.
com

DECEMBER 27

CHARLES ESTEN AT THE 
BIRCHMERE See Charles Esten on 
tour with Taylor Noelle this fall at The 
Birchmere. Esten is an American ac-
tor, singer and comedian, best known 
for his role as Deacon Claybourne on 

the TV series “Nashville.” He previ-
ously appeared on the improvisation 
show “Whose Line Is It Anyway?” reg-
ularly between 1999 and 2005. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Location: 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.birchmere.com

DECEMBER 31

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT CAFÉ 44 
Ring in 2020 at Cafe 44’s Annual 
New Year's Eve Party. The Great Gats-
by themed celebration will be in full 
swing with a live streaming of the ball 
drop, champagne toast and fireworks 
over the Potomac at midnight. 
Time: 9 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Location: 44 Canal Center Plaza, 
Suite 401 
Information: www.cafe44.com 

25TH ANNUAL FIRST NIGHT 
ALEXANDRIA Celebrating 25 years, 
First Night Alexandria, an annual New 
Year’s Eve live music and performing 
arts festival and the largest New 
Year’s Eve party in the D.C. region that 
is safe and fun for the entire family, 
returns to Old Town. Enjoy music rang-
ing from country to Caribbean, rock to 
reggae, jazz to swing, folk to acapella 
or comedy and magic shows. Then, 
gather with family and friends and 
enjoy a fantastic fireworks finale over 
the Potomac River at midnight. 
Time: 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Location: Old Town 
Information: www.firstnightalexan-
dria.org

CALENDAR
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BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

For serious all-out hol-
iday decor enthusiasts, 
planning begins well before 
Thanksgiving. There's a 
camp that subscribes to rit-
ual, repeating decorations 
with favorite ornaments, 
tree toppers and even 
wreath styles that have 
been part of family tradi-
tions. Then there are those 
who view the yearly exer-
cise with an eye for some-
thing different, like kooky 

lime and orange ornaments 
in unusual shapes.

Jennifer Perkins relates. 
She is crazy for mod season-
al decorations and shows her 
love at Christmas with about 
100 trees displayed in her 
Austin, Texas home. Many, 
you might guess, are of the 
tabletop variety. The blogger 
and DIY stylist, who has ap-
peared on HGTV and the DIY 
Network, is well-known for 
her craving for color and off-
beat takes on holiday decor.

Her recent favorites are 

the neon yellow trees in 
her '60s-inspired living 
room. It all started with a 
trip to the Salvation Army 
last November.

"I fell in love with this 
floral-printed couch," Per-
kins said. "It was so goofy, 
I had to have it. I took out 
all the furniture and re-
arranged the whole room, 
with Christmas trees 
around that couch, decorat-
ing with emerald green or-
naments. Christmas should 
be fun and whimsical."

There is nothing like Nat 
King Cole crooning "The 
Christmas Song" to give us 
the warm and fuzzies. But 
one lyric, "Everyone knows 
a turkey and some mistle-
toe/ Help to make the sea-
son bright" has new mean-
ing when it comes to today's 
holiday decor. While the 
seasonal classic combo of 
red and green still prevails, 
though sometimes nuanced, 
vivid hues have become a 
part of the conversation.

Neiman Marcus and 
Horchow consider modern 
brights one of five major 
decor collections to create 
a holiday haven, describing 
the look as "fresh, fanciful 
and full of joy." Brands like 
Cody Foster and Co., MacK-
enzie-Childs and Kim Sey-
bert all deliver. At Anthro-
pologie, many of the pop-y 
colors are embraced in dec-
orations with a handcraft-
ed look. A fluffy pompom 
wreath composed of color-
ful yarns is especially dra-
matic on a vivid coral door.

In addition to more 
mainstream sources, Pin-
terest is full of ideas, and 
posts on blogs and even re-
tail websites feature mod-
ern brights as well as can-
dy-colored pastels, some in 
combinations reminiscent 
of the macaron palette from 

the French confectionary 
Laduree. Perkins actually 
is a brand ambassador for 
Treetopia, where you can 
find yellow, orange, pink, 
red and blue trees in addi-
tion to patterned offerings.

Also high on Perkins’ list 
is Glitterville Studios, an-
other rich source for stylish 
and colorful handcrafted 
decor by Stephen Brown of 
Knoxville, Tennessee. You 
can even purchase his how-
to, "Glitterville's Handmade 
Christmas; A Glittered 
Guide for Whimsical Craft-
ing" on Amazon for $24.99. 
A set of Brown's patterned 
hand-painted gift boxes 
graced the cover of Oprah 
magazine three years ago.

Kara Whitten also is 
a cheerleader for brights. 
Her Austin, Texas living 
room tree last year was 
pink flocked and decked 
with red-and-white can-
dy-striped ribbon with aqua 
ornaments. Beneath the tree 
were packages – all color co-
ordinated – wrapped in pa-

pers she designed. Her white 
mantel completes the look 
with a fun display of over-
sized ornaments in shades 
of pink and turquoise.

"Every year we do some-
thing different," Whitten 
said. 

During a trip to a fabric 
store to get a pattern for the 
wedding dress her grand-
mother was sewing, she 
found a cool handbag pat-
tern. She found her inner art-
ist and launched what even-
tually grew into her website, 
Kailo Chic, which morphed 
into a brand. Whitten now 
sells the crafts that she pro-
duces, as well as writes about 
home decor, crafting and 
how to add color to your life, 
on her blog.

Whitten sees Christmas 
as the perfect time to play. 
She designed a set of DIY 
color-block ornaments af-
ter she was inspired by col-
or-blocked planters. A set 
of bright acrylic trees avail-

PHOTO/KARA WHITTEN
Kara Whitten fell in love with a pink-flocked tree and teamed it with 
red-and-white candy-striped ribbon, with supersized ornaments in 
pinks and aqua for her mantel.

HOMES 

SEE DECOR | 33

Decking your hall for the season

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2019 and March 2020. 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 19, 2019 | 33 

able at her online shop were 
inspired by clear triangular 
trays, which she stood up, 
painted and set on a stand.

"A monochromatic home 
is fine, but it's just not me. It 
does not make me happy and 
smile. But for someone look-
ing to try something new – 
this is a good time because 
it's temporary," Whitten said.

Global trend forecaster 
Michelle Lamb, who covers 
an international Christmas 
fair each year in Frankfurt, 
Germany, said the current 
affinity for outside-the-box 
seasonal colors makes per-
fect sense.

"Christmas was once a 
stand-alone event," Lamb 
said. "You'd decorate in 
a Christmas palette, and 

it didn't matter if it was 
like anything else in your 
home. Now people strive 
to integrate [colors] into 
their decor."

Part of the reason for 
brights and even neon col-
ors is because of a surge in 
popularity of 20th century 
artist Frida Kahlo, Lamb 
said. It’s also due to a punk 
rock revival, which played 
out in a big way with "So 
Punk Rive Gauche" at Le 
Bon Marche department 
store in Paris in the fall.

"[Some of it] is kitschy, 
but it's sophisticated," 
Lamb said.

"If there was ever a time 
to let your inner kitsch 
lover out, it is Christmas," 
Perkins said. 

Perkins populates al-
most every surface in her 

home with decorations. 
"It's a chance to restyle 

everything," she said. "My 
house is like a living, breath-
ing organism that never 
looks the same way twice." 

Perkins clears off book-
shelves and etageres, like the 
brass Milo Baughman piece 
that her mother scooped up 
for $100 in a thrift shop, and 
displays collectibles, includ-

ing colorful glass, vintage 
art, elf ornaments from the 
'50s, small artificial trees, 
mirrored glam and '50s plas-
tic. Perkins said she tries to 
avoid the same things by 
mixing and mingling eras 
and putting together odd 
groupings like angels and 
vintage cameras. 

Another winning Per-
kins combo is a cham-
pagne tree that perfectly 
suits a '70s rose gold mir-
rored credenza with its 
funky collection of orange 
and pink ornaments. 

"It's never going to ap-
peal to the majority of peo-
ple," Perkins said. "But for 
those who want to create 
environments that feel and 
are unique, brights are one 
way to do it. Colors definite-
ly make me happy."

This home was built by a 
prominent builder in 1948 
as his personal residence. 
It features custom appoint-
ments throughout. 

The home has generous 
room sizes with tall ceil-

ings, custom built-ins, three 
fireplaces, hardwood floors 
on two levels and replace-
ment windows throughout.

The gourmet eat-in 
kitchen and family room 
have access to a fenced 

yard with a patio and out-
door fireplace. 

The main level has a 
study that could be con-
verted into a fifth bed-
room. The upper level has 
four bedrooms and three 

full baths, including the 
owner’s suite, which has a 
new luxury bath and walk-
in closet. The lower level 
has a recreation room, full 
bath, workout room and 
storage space.

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOME OF THE WEEK

Recently updated custom colonial with attached garage

Location: 830 W. 

Braddock Road

Neighborhood: 

Braddock Heights

Price: $1,449,000

Bedrooms: 5

Baths: 4.5

Interior: 4,636 sq. ft.

Lot: 9,315 sq. ft.

Year built: 1948

Contact:Christine Garner

Weichert Old Town

703-587-4855

Christine@

christinegarner.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMEOWNERS! Cold weather and the holidays will be here before 
you know it! Call us today to schedule your free estimate for 

interior painting! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOMES 
DECOR  FROM | 32

PHOTOS/LINENS AND LENS
Left: This custom colonial has a side loading attached garage. 
Right: The home has a gourmet eat-in kitchen with SS appliances, granite countertops and abundant cabinet space.

PHOTO/GRANDIN ROAD
"'Tis the season to be jolly" is one of classic holiday sentiments ex-
pressed in not-so-traditional pastels on these hooked pillows from 
Grandin Road.
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

When members from a handful of churches in Alexandria 
gathered in May 1969 to discuss how they might work togeth-
er to help low-income city residents, they likely didn’t envision 
just how important the organization they formed – ALIVE! – 
would become.

“ALIVE! is the closest thing we have to an essential organi-
zation in our city,” Mayor Justin Wilson said last month when 
city council issued a proclamation praising ALIVE! for 50 years 
of feeding and serving low-income Alexandrians.

We agree. Nothing embodies the giving spirit of the holidays 
better than ALIVE!

Alexandrians Involved Ecumenically! now encompasses 42 
member congregations – not just churches, but also the city’s 
two synagogues.

Its core mission from the start has been feeding the hungry. 
The ALIVE! food pantry and food distributions have helped 
thousands of Alexandria families eat when they might other-
wise have gone without food. ALIVE! dispenses 44,000 tons of 
food per year.

What the casual observer might not realize, though, is that 
ALIVE! does much more. ALIVE! House, started in 1972, is the 
oldest operating transitional shelter for women in Virginia, while 
ALIVE!’s Child Development Center is a full-day, year-round na-
tionally accredited child-care facility for children ages three to five.

In addition, ALIVE! provides emergency monetary assis-
tance for medical and other unforeseen needs, and also runs 
furniture and houseware distribution programs. To donate to 
or volunteer at ALIVE!, or to utilize the organization’s pro-
grams, visit alive-inc.org.

Alexandria has long been known as a generous, philanthrop-
ic city. Along with organizations like ALIVE!, that reputation 
comes from people like Del Ray’s Pat Miller, Gayle Reuter, Jen 
Walker and Bill Blackburn, who continually strive to build com-
munity in Alexandria. They hold frequent events that gather 
people together and help organize fundraisers for individuals 
and businesses that have suffered misfortune.

Boyd Walker’s letter on the facing page is another example 
of how an ad hoc community can build up around a particular 
need, in this case a homeless man who wound up loved and sup-
ported by many. 

Helping others means being open to seeing need and be-
ing willing to sometimes go beyond our comfort zones in 
responding to that need. It can also mean writing a check, 
and monetary contributions are important because all orga-
nizations and projects need funding. Sometimes people have 
money but not time to spare.

Walker’s letter is also a reminder that giving and receiving 
help is not a Republican or Democratic, but a human, endeavor. 
Perhaps this holiday season we all need to put aside our anger 
over President Donald Trump and congress and over Seminary 
Road and the Potomac Yard Metro.

Can we, even for a season, focus on unity and reconciliation 
rather than fueling our anger and resentment? There’s actually 
much to connect even those on opposite sides of the political 
divide – such as our city, our country and our commitment to 
freedom and justice.

And if nothing else, Walker’s letter is a reminder that, at the 
core, we are united by our humanity.

ALIVE! embodies our best

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

To the editor: 
"We can't do this again," Mayor Justin 

Wilson proclaimed at the end of September's 
city council public hearing on the Seminary 
Road Diet.

He might as well have said, "Je suis le 
chef d'etat; vous êtes les hoi polloi,” or “I'm 
in charge here; you're merely the unwashed 
masses.” In other words, he can't bear sit-
ting through hours of city council meetings 
listening to residents’ carping, but he seems 
far less concerned about residents who have 
to sit in traffic on Seminary Road.

At its Dec. 14 session, city council add-
ed gender identity and transgender status 
to its human rights ordinance despite not 
having the legal authority to do so due to 
Dillon's Rule, which reserves such deci-
sions for the state legislature.

Instead of waiting a year for the legisla-
ture – now under liberal control thanks in 
part to huge amounts of funding LGBTQ 
groups invested – to frame the format 
LGBTQ rights would take in Virginia, city 
council chose this popular cause to over-
step its powers, surely hoping that benefi-
ciaries will reciprocate with political sup-
port for city council's overreach on land 
use issues and in other more mundane 

arenas.
Councilor Del Pepper explained that 

Dillon's Rule came up three decades ago 
when they added sexual orientation to the 
city's human rights ordinance. Then there 
was concern about repercussions from 
Richmond, but none materialized. City 
hall's stark message is that it will, boldly 
and openly, overstep its power and dare 
Richmond to stop it. Imagine how such a 
city hall will treat its own residents.  

During this time, Republicans held the 
attorney general's office for 24 straight 
years and did nothing about the Alexan-
dria city council's violation of the Dillon 
rule. Former Attorney General Ken Cucci-
nelli was more interested in a fishing ex-
pedition against state university climate 
scientists than in Alexandria’s city coun-
cil extending the term of office in 2009 
after the election had already been held.

No one should be surprised to see Re-
publican vote shares in Alexandria or 
Northern Virginia continue to drop, be-
cause folks have figured out that the Re-
publicans do not care about us and will not 
protect us from the Democrats' abuses.

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria

Council overreach and the Dillon rule
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To the editor: 
A few weeks ago, a friend I 

knew for many years died. He 
was a character, and looked a 
little like a lost member of ZZ 
Top. Like Johnny Cash, he al-
ways dressed in black. He did odd 
jobs around the neighborhood 
and never drank. He was a good 
listener but had his own opin-
ions. He always knew best, and 
sometimes this rubbed people 
the wrong way, and they stopped 
trying to help him. But he had a 
lot of friends. 

For years he did not want to 
take handouts, but wanted to 
work. He knew bricklaying and 
did great work, even though he 
might spend more time discuss-
ing how it should be done than 
doing it. He once suggested dig-
ging a trench across my basement 
after noticing it was flooded, but 
thankfully before I let him rip 
up the concrete, I had my sump 
pump checked and learned that 
it needed to be replaced, not the 
line beneath the concrete floor.

One of the last times I paid 
him money to sweep the steps 
to the same basement, he took 
the money and said he could 
come back in a couple days to do 
the work. In retrospect, he was 
probably hungry. 

As you might guess, my friend 
was homeless. He wasn’t entire-
ly homeless, as one of his closest 
friends let him build a shed in her 
backyard with plywood another 
friend gave him. A neighbor next 
door let him use an outlet for a 
heater and the TV another friend 
gave him.

He did work with a wheel-
barrow one friend gave him and 
used tools another friend took 
him to Home Depot to buy. For 
years, he used the laundry room 
in my basement, sometimes to 
sleep in on cold nights. The ten-
ants in my apartment were the 
ones who asked if it was OK if he 
slept downstairs. 

Unfortunately, our friend John 
White died, reportedly of heart 
failure and cellulitis that pre-
vented him from taking some of 
the medications he needed. At 

his memorial service, which we 
held at the Wine Gallery on Pat-
rick Street, we learned how yet 
another friend from Sugar House 
had gotten him to quit smoking, 
and that they had discovered he 
was Amish from near Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.

A local law office helped him 
get an identification. Police de-
tectives are still searching for rel-
atives. Local social services were 
not as helpful as the Alexandria 
Police Department. The week be-
fore he died, he was hallucinating 
and it was clear he probably had 
an undiagnosed mental illness, 
and it was police officers who 
tried to convince him to get help.

One of the employees at Mi-
sha’s told me how he had im-
proved over the years, from being 
angry and holding a tinfoil cov-
ered piece of cardboard over his 
face so he could not be filmed by 
cell phones, to becoming a kinder 
person. I would like to think that 
was because of the community of 
support around him.

One of the officers who tried 
to help him came to the memo-
rial service. We all thought we 
had not done enough for him but 
collectively we had helped him 
in many ways to survive, and if 
we had joined forces and known 
about each other we might have 
been able to do more. We should 
all think of others around us who 
need our help. 

That is partly why I am telling 
this story. John White was born at 
home, home schooled, probably 
never finished school, left an abu-
sive home life and had no family. 
He was a good person who cared 
for animals, nature and other 
people. He also could be preju-
diced, especially against other 
homeless people, and he would 
not go to a shelter. 

I think he showed that de-
spite everything that divides us, 
and those who purposely try to 
divide us, there is always more 
that unites us, like our humani-
ty. Something to think about this 
holiday season. 

-Boyd Walker,
Alexandria

United by our humanity

One of my favorite sections of the 
Virginia Code is §1-200, which states 
in pertinent part, that “the common 
law of England, insofar that it is not re-
pugnant to the Bill of Rights and Con-
stitution, shall continue in full force 
within” Virginia.

The term “common law” refers 
to the ancient English tradition of 
establishing the law not 
through the enactment 
of statutes but through 
the decisions of judges in 
individual cases, written 
down for posterity and 
honored as binding prece-
dent by tribunals through 
the legal doctrine of 
“stare decisis,” or “let the 
decision stand.”

This means that in a 
few unusual situations, glimmers of 
centuries-old English common law 
continue to shine through the crim-
inal statutes of the commonwealth. 
Perhaps the best illustration is with 
the venerable criminal offenses of 
robbery and burglary. As I will ex-
plain in a moment, the two crimes are 
distinct but are often conflated for 
one another.

Robbery is among the oldest of rec-
ognized crimes, first established as 
an offense against the crown in the 
12th-century reign of Henry II Plan-
tagenet. A felony for more than 800 
years, it remains a common law crime 
in Virginia.

Section §18.2-58 says, “If any per-
son commit robbery … he shall be 
guilty of a felony.” Unlike almost every 
other criminal statute, the definition 
of robbery is omitted from the statute. 
To define what robbery is, we must 
look to precedents. 

Sir William Blackstone, circa 1770, 
relied on these precedents in his fa-
mous “Commentaries,” in which he 
laid down the stricture of the English 
common law in one written resource. 
Blackstone defined robbery as “the fe-
lonious and forcible taking, from the 
person of another, of goods or money 
of any value … by force or by putting 
[the victim] in fear.” The elements of 
robbery have remained largely un-

changed and in force in Virginia hun-
dreds of years after they were first 
settled upon. 

Burglary, on the other hand, was 
defined by Blackstone as the “break-
ing and entering into a dwelling house 
during the nighttime, with the intent 
to commit a felony therein.” Black-
stone specifically noted that a bur-

glary must occur at night, 
“for in the daytime there is 
no burglary.”

Likewise, only a dwell-
ing could be burglarized: 
other buildings not used 
for habitation could not be 
burgled. The fundamental 
elements of burglary re-
main unchanged and are 
reflected in §18.2-89 of the 
Code of Virginia.

As civilization evolved, however, 
the citizenry’s expectation of the pro-
tection of private property evolved as 
well, and soon society began deeming 
other offenses punishable as burglary. 
Because these new crimes required an 
expansion of common-law burglary 
through the enactment of statutes, 
they are collectively referred to as 
“statutory burglary.”

In Virginia, statutory burglary 
statutes have expanded the ambit of 
burglary to include, in some circum-
stances, daytime break-ins and entries 
into locations other than dwellings. 
Code §18.2-90, for example, crimi-
nalizes the nighttime break-in of any 
“building permanently affixed to real-
ty, or any ship, vessel or river craft or 
any railroad car… .” 

Fictional cops often confuse rob-
bery and burglary, using the terms 
interchangeably. In reality, they are 
different and distinct crimes. To put it 
plainly, buildings are burgled and peo-
ple are robbed. A criminal who breaks 
into a bank and steals money while it is 
closed and the tellers are home for the 
evening has committed a bank bur-
glary – not a bank robbery.

Other vestiges of the common law 
may be located through careful scrutiny. 
Code §18.2-57 makes a “simple assault 

Justice Matters 
with Bryan Porter

English common law in Virginia’s code

BRYAN 
PORTER

SEE PORTER | 36
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week 
Council will consider the future of the city's e-scooter 
program on Saturday. What outcome do you prefer?

66% Ban scooters in the city.
22% Adopt a phase II pilot to work out kinks in the program. 
11% Make the current pilot program permanent. 
1% I'm not sure.

This Week 
Have you ever supported or received assistance  
from ALIVE!?

A) I have volunteered.
B) I have donated money or furniture.
C) I have received assistance from ALIVE!
D) I have both supported and been supported by ALIVE!
E) I have never had any involvement with ALIVE!

Continuing our look at 
German immigrants who set-
tled in the 500 block of King 
Street in the 19th century, we 
focus on the house next to the 
one owned by Michael Ger-
man at 522-524 King St. 

Adam Lynn Jr., an early 
mover and shaker in Alexan-
dria in the beginning of the 
19th century, once owned 
518-520 King St. Lynn’s par-
ents had owned the property 
and built a bake house on the 
site before he inherited it.

Lynn was renowned for 
his craftsmanship in a vari-
ety of fields, including clock 
making, hardware and jew-
elry. But in 1822, he fell on 
hard times and had all of his 
possessions sold at auction.

The house came back into 
prominence in 1855 when 
it was purchased by Henry 
and Isaac Schwarz. Like their 
neighbors, the Schwarz broth-
ers, who were immigrants 
from Bavaria, opened a dry 
goods store. Henry Schwarz 
was both one of the founding 
members of Beth El Hebrew 
Congregation and an officer of 
the Hebrew Literary Society. 

The next decade brought 
significant turmoil in Al-
exandria as the Civil War 
consumed it. Isaac Schwarz 

served in the Confederate In-
fantry. At the end of the war, 
Henry left his brother and 
moved to Philadelphia.

It took a while, but Isaac 
eventually assembled a port-
folio that Adam Lynn Jr. 
would have been proud of. 
In 1883, he bought his own 
house, 518-520 King St. The 

next year, he bought the 
house next door, 522-524, 
which had been owned by 
Michael German. In 1887, he 
bought two more properties 
on St. Asaph Street. The 1888 
tax records list Isaac Schwarz 
in the top 2 percent of Alex-
andrians in terms of wealth.

When he died in 1898, 

Isaac Schwarz willed the 
518-520 King St. property to 
his son Samuel. The 522-524 
King St. property was placed 
in a trust for his three daugh-
ters Clara, Edith and Fannie. 
Later, Edith married Charles 
Bendheim, and their son Le-
roy kept it in the family until 
the 1960s when it was sold 
to the Alexandria Regional 
Housing Authority for demo-
lition during urban renewal.

Isaac Schwarz’s promi-
nence in post-Civil War Al-
exandria and Leroy Bend-
heim’s political prominence 
in the mid-20th century 
are reminders of the quick 
acceptance German immi-
grants of Jewish descent re-
ceived in Alexandria.

The fact that German 
immigrants of the Lutheran 
faith sold property to other 
German immigrants of the 
Jewish religion indicates 
that place of origin instead 
of religion might have been 
a bigger source of identity at 
the time. Immigrant groups 
that arrived later discov-
ered that kind of acceptance 
more difficult.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

The Germans of Alexandria, part two

PHOTO/ ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY
518-520 and 522-524 King St. in the 1960s.

or an assault and battery” a 
criminal misdemeanor. The 
elements of those offenses, 
however, are supplied not by 

the Code but by the common 
law, which defines “assault 
and battery” as the “least 
touching of another’s person, 
willfully or in anger.”

Assault, succinctly, is an 

attempted battery. Thus, a 
person is guilty of assault 
and battery if they punch, 
kick, push or spit on anoth-
er person in an angry man-
ner. However, words alone, 

no matter how angry, are 
never sufficient to consti-
tute a battery.

The writer is Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Alexandria.
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Weekly Words

INGRAINED by Will Nediger, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Bovine baby
5. Sound heard every second
9. Hipster beers, casually
13. Tree that giraffes snack on
19. Cambodia's continent
20. College with a namesake 

collar
21. Leak slowly
22. "Friends, ___, countrymen ..."
23. *Measure of how often you 

get into scrapes?
26. Appear unexpectedly
27. Ball of yarn
28. Fleecy female
29. Standing order?
31. Video segments
33. Executed perfectly
35. Get closer to midnight
36. One may ask, "Paper or 

plastic?"
39. Shrewd
40. Lavish country home
42. *Run from a crowd of internet 

pests?
44. Hatcher who played Lois Lane
45. Like a limbo bar, eventually
48. Team trainer
49. Make fun of
50. Brooding creatures
51. Industry kingpin
52. Pout

53. Diver's affliction, with "the"
54. They have bridges and arches
55. Common collision cause in 

Canada
56. Cobb or caprese
58. Decorate
60. Bianca Andreescu's sport
61. Attire worn with slippers, 

briefly
64. *Pasta from a biblical land?
67. Superlative suffix
68. Fitting concern
70. Battery type named for two 

elements
71. "Previously on ..." segment
73. Building blocks of matter
74. Father, in France
75. Ominous tarot card
77. Tach readings
81. What's happening
82. Watery expanses
83. Clothes lines
84. Stiller's partner
85. Biblical beast
86. "Hamilton" character Aaron
87. *Equally sexy?
89. Savory flavor
91. Cab costs
92. Put into words
93. Religious residence
95. Thin slice
97. Lukewarm
98. Tuba relative

100. "Give it a shot!"
102. He often criticized the MPAA
105. "Will you do the ___?"
106. Leaves no room for the en-

tree, or a hint to the starred 
answers

110. Online periodicals
111. Quarreling
112. Government agents, briefly
113. Eliciting nervous laughs, 

perhaps
114. Adjusts to, as a thermostat
115. Prompt to leave a message
116. Lose color over time
117. Rx info

DOWN
1. Salary limit
2. Garage sale warning
3. Tiny bit of sense
4. Bouncers at banks?
5. More minuscule
6. "___ a girl!"
7. Manages to get by
8. Had down pat
9. "Gangnam Style" hitmaker
10. Signaling that you're backing 

up, maybe
11. "Seriously?"
12. Shopping binge
13. Curved paths
14. Captain with a mandolin in a 

2001 film

15. Without scruples
16. *The District of Columbia, 

e.g.?
17. Occupied
18. Quaking tree
24. ___ Fair (festival for female 

musicians)
25. Early 20th-century period in 

Harlem
30. Pre-Christmas calendar type
32. Ever-changing
34. Poet Sexton or Carson
36. Ozone destroyers, briefly
37. Baseball's Matty
38. Barking animal
39. Decked out
41. Form W-9 org.
43. Listen sympathetically
44. "Dawson's Creek" or "Pretty 

Little Liars"
46. Camel's refuge
47. Seize
50. One saving the day
51. Decision-maker's minus
53. Humdrum
54. Places that often lack super-

markets
55. Flat-topped landform
57. Circus routines
59. Paternity test material
60. Ending for nano- or bio-
61. Preferred strategy
62. Leaps for Misty Copeland

63. *Flake?
65. What snobbish people put on
66. "Hmm ..."
69. Sports execs
72. Bought before the official 

release
74. "Publish" alternative
76. Grub
78. Cracker spread
79. Tests in tubes, for short
80. Egg containers
82. "I am," to Spartacus
83. "Why not!"
84. Dr. Pepper competitor, once
86. Oakland's region
87. It's thrown on the field
88. Budget listing
90. Particles made of a quark and 

an antiquark
91. Done, slangily
93. Cookout remnants
94. The hard stuff
96. Lite
97. Competitive and impatient
99. (Over here!)
101. Dennis the Menace's dog
103. Give a makeover
104. Identifies on Instagram
107. 4G ___
108. Not a multiple of two
109. Go blond, say

JULITA CHRISTIAN (85), of Alexandria, Dec. 6, 2019
SARAH C. GARDNER (93), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 
2, 2019
FRED J. GRIMANI (101), of Alexandria, Dec. 1, 2019
MICHAEL KORNHAUSER (86), of Alexandria, Dec. 9, 
2019
BETTY LYTLE (89), of Alexandria, Dec. 5, 2019
MAEOLA PHIFER (79), of Alexandria, Dec. 5, 2019
SHIRLEY M. POLK (94), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 
15, 2019
FRANK VITALOS (80), of Alexandria, Dec. 11, 2019

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 

Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204- 4130

FARM EQUIPMENT
GOT LAND? Our Hunters 
will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 
1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS

Need CDL Drivers? Advertise 
your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions to reach truck 
drivers. Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Replacement Windows. 
$249 Installed. Includes 
Window, Labor and 
Free Exterior Trim Wrap. 
Maintenance Free. Lifetime 
Warranty. 5 Window 
Minimum. Free Estimates. 
Contractor: Ronnie Jenkins 
804-238-4132

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://

hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING AP-
PEALS

 Monday, January 13, 2020 - 
7:00 PM

Council Chambers, City Hall 
301 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Information about this item may 
be obtained from the Department 
of Planning & Zoning,
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alex-
andria, Virginia 22314, telephone: 

703.746.4666 or on the City’s 
website at www.alexandriava.gov/
dockets.

BZA #2019-00015
2215 Russell Road
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a special exception 
to construct a one-story addition 
in the required front yard. If the 
request is granted, the Board of 
Zoning Appeals will be granting 
a special exception from section 
12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance 
- relating to the physical enlarge-
ment of a non-complying struc-
ture; zoned: R-5/Single-Family.
Applicant: Laura Campbell

BZA #2019-00016
310 Commerce Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a variance to allow 
access for parking from the street 
rather than an alley or interior 
court.; zoned: CD/ Commercial 
Downtown.
Applicant: Tim Foley

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held by 
the Board of Architectural Review 
on WEDNESDAY, January 8, 2020 
beginning at 7:00 PM in the City 
Hall Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 on the 
following applications:

BAR #2019-00241 OHAD
Request for new construction at 
2901 Potomac Avenue (2405, 2501, 
3701 Potomac Avenue, 3251 Poto-
mac Avenue [Parcel ID 016.04-01-
01], 700 Carpenter Road, 1702 and 
1880 Potomac Greens Drive)
Applicants: City of Alexandria and 
Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority (WMATA)

BAR #2019-00509 OHAD
Request for alterations to previ-

ously approved partial demolition/ 
capsulation at 430 North Union 
Street
Applicants: Kathy B. Hirsch & Jay 
Lawrence Hirsch

BAR #2019-00502 OHAD
Request for alterations to previ-
ously approved plans at 430 North 
Union Street
Applicants: Kathy B. Hirsch & Jay 
Lawrence Hirsch

BAR #2019-00517 PG
Request for alterations at 819 
Oronoco Street
Applicants: Jacob & Stefanie 
Schwartz

BAR #2019-00531 OHAD
Request for capsulation at 1011 
Duke Street
Applicant: Kumar Patel

BAR #2019-00530 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1011 
Duke Street
Applicant: Kumar Patel

BAR #2019-00533 OHAD
Request for capsulation at 203 
South Fairfax Street
Applicants: Bruce & Thelma 
Macgregor

BAR #2019-00532 OHAD
Request for alterations at 203 South 
Fairfax Street
Applicants: Bruce & Thelma 
Macgregor

BAR #2019-00528 PG
Request for new construction at 
1417 Princess Street
Applicant: Ala Awadallah

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Graciela.More-
no@alexandriava.gov or
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning & Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
or at 703.746.3833 www.alexandri-
ava.gov/dockets. 

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-001
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the program, to figure out 
what’s the best use,” Pat-
terson said. “If we only have 
this much money, how can 
we serve the most people 
with the best food that they 
want in the most efficient 
location? Making those 
kinds of analyses has not 
been part of a lot of ALIVE!’s 
programs because it’s been 
an all-volunteer workforce.”

Patterson is in charge of 
Last Saturday, an end-of-the-
month food distribution event 
at three different sites. As 
program director, she’s been 
advocating for every person to 
get the same type of food and 
implementing strategies to 
make the food selection more 
culturally appropriate.

From speaking with His-
panic clients, she learned 
that they often prefer to 
skip canned soups and veg-
etables and receive larg-
er portions of foods more 
common in their culture. 
She now orders masa harina 
flour and an increased sup-
ply of rice and dried beans 
for distribution sites where 
she knows there is a higher 
Hispanic population.

On the other end of the 
spectrum, elderly clients pre-
fer foods that are easier to 
prepare, Patterson noted. At 
the distribution site at Ladrey 
Senior Apartments on Wythe 
Street, she orders more 
canned soup, vegetables, ce-
real and shelf-stable milk.

Patterson said these 
strategies are more efficient 
than serving everyone the 
same food.

“If they don’t eat it, then 
it didn’t help at all,” she said.

Volunteers Susan Pol-

lack and Russ Koenig, who 
help with Last Saturday at 
Leonard “Chick” Armstrong 
Recreation Center on Reed 
Avenue, said that they have 
formed relationships with 
many clients who come for 
food each month.

“Part of the reason we do 
this at the end of the month 
is [because] we know that’s 
when people’s paychecks 
are running out. Rent’s been 
paid and this is the hardest 
time,” Koenig said.

“Rent’s just so high here 

and food is often the thing 
people would start to skimp 
on,” Pollack added. 

ALIVE! still has a real 
connection with the commu-
nities it serves and a huge im-
pact on the city, Ayers said. 

“There are 16,000 peo-
ple in the city who are hun-
gry and we try to get food to 
as many people as we can,” 
she said. “If we weren’t here 
— you know, we distribute 
44,000 tons of food a year — 
what would those people do?”

At a legislative meet-

ing last month, city council 
issued a proclamation ac-
knowledging ALIVE!’s 50th 
anniversary.

“ALIVE! is the closest 
thing we have to an essen-
tial organization in our 
city,” Mayor Justin Wilson 
said. “You guys fill so many 
important needs for resi-
dents in need in our com-
munity, and we certainly 
appreciate you doing it. We 
look forward to celebrating 
another 50 years.”

-landerson@alextimes.com 

open up to HOT vehicles, it 
would result in enhanced 
traffic flow along I-395 and 
“no adverse impacts to arte-
rials and intersections,” ac-
cording to the report. 

“It’s not an overwhelm-
ingly significant improve-
ment. It’s a slight improve-
ment based on the traffic 
study that we did,” Susan 
Shaw, megaprojects direc-
tor for VDOT, said.

Shaw said the traffic 
study took the new Sem-
inary Road configuration 
into consideration. 

Following the release 
of the traffic report, Hil-
lary Orr, deputy director of 
T&ES, issued an official city 
response to VDOT stating 

the city found no compelling 
reason for the conversion. 

“Based on the results of 
the [Interchange Modifica-
tion Report], the City finds 
no compelling reason to 
convert the Seminary ramp 
for … HOV to HOT,” Orr 
wrote in the Dec. 6 response. 
“There are still many un-
knowns and the City does 
not believe the risk is worth 
the minimal benefit.”

In line with the city’s 
response, several residents 
have expressed concerns 
about the proposed change.

“With the south ramp, 
I think this is another case 
where we were told, ‘You 
have nothing to worry 
about,’ … and then they say, 
‘Well, actually, we’re gonna 
take a look at this,’” Alex-

is Sargent, a resident who 
regularly travels on I-395 
and Seminary Road, said. 
“I think right now there’s 
just a general distrust of 
the City of Alexandria – and 
maybe the state as well – 
with what they’re telling us 
we need to worry about and 
what we don’t.”

There was a community 
meeting in Alexandria de-
tailing the findings of the 
traffic report on Dec. 9 that 
was attended by about 50 
people, according to Michelle 
Holland, megaprojects com-
munications manager for 
VDOT. The public input pe-
riod is open through Dec. 31. 
To submit comments, email 
395expresslanes@V DOT.
virginia.gov. 

Regardless of the city’s 

stance and resident input, the 
state has the final say. The 
Commonwealth Transporta-
tion Board, which is composed 
of 17 members appointed by 
the governor, will vote on the 
project after the public com-
ment period closes, Shaw said.

“We’re just still in 
that information gather-
ing phase, especially since 
we want to have a chance 
to have everybody com-
ment,” Shaw said. “It does 

go through the end of the 
year, and we want to have a 
chance to review all of that 
in the context of the study 
that was done.”

If the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board ulti-
mately chooses to convert 
the ramp to HOT, the change 
would be implemented in 
summer 2020, according to 
the project page on VDOT’s 
website.

-mschrott@alextimes.com
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It’s not an overwhelmingly 
significant improvement. It’s 
a slight improvement based 

on the traffic study that we did.”
–Susan Shaw,

megaprojects director, VDOT

PHOTOS/LUKE ANDERSON
Left: Boxes of USDA certified food cover the tables inside the recreation center.
Right: ALIVE! recently began serving Torti masa harina flour to appeal to hispanic clients.
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During the holiday season, our thoughts turn gratefully to our communities 
and to our clients. From our family to yours, we hope your holidays are 
filled with warmth and cheer.

PRESIDENT 
Maureen McEnearney Dunn 

MANAGING BROKERS Dave Hawkins · Michael 
Day  RESIDENTIAL AGENTS  Jan Allison · Paul Anderson 

· Susan Anthony · Robin Arnold · Lori Bardo · Mason Montague 
Bavin · Bob Bazzle · Babs Beckwith · Margaret Benghauser · Vicki Binkley 

· Lauren Bishop · Kay Blemker · Sarah Bobbin · Alexis Bogdan · Vici Boguess 
· Bretta Bombac · Brenda Gail Brown · Clay Burke · Jud Burke · Julian Burke  · Heidi 

Burkhardt · Jodie Burns · Cindy Clemmer · Laurel Conger · Colleen Coopersmith · Barbara 
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Crouch · Pat Crusenberry · Tammi Curran · Catherine Davidson · Dean Davis · Pat Day · Courtney 
DeVries · Susan Dickerson · Kathleen Dobbyn · Michael Dobbyn · Ann Duff · Tracy Dunn · Kristina Eells 
· Josephine Erkiletian · Mary Farrell · Kimberly Fazio · Sue Feinthel · Rochelle Gray · Lisa Groover · Sally 

Harper · Kathy Hassett · Chris Hayes · Annette Hinaman · Jillian Keck Hogan · Wayne Holland · Deborah Huber 
· Charles Hulfish · Susan Hume · Ross Hunt · Debora Jackson · Kristen Jones · Noel Kaupinen · Rick Kicklighter 

· Sarah King · Sue Kovalsky · Quintin Kreutzer · Julie Lineberry · Margot Lynn · Patrick Lynn · Micki MacNaughton · 
Bobby Mahoney · Michael Makris · Betty Mallon · Bob Martini · Philip Matyas · Michael Mayes · Susan McAteer · Sallie 

McBrien · Rebecca McCullough · Sean McEnearney · Jeffery McGlothlin · Richard McGuire · Rebecca McMaster · Sandy 
McMaster · Ann Michael · Joel Miller · Miriam Miller · Genevieve Moorhouse · James Morrison · Suzanne Morrison · 

Brian Murphy · George Myers · Stephanie Myers · Lydia Odle · Erika Olsen · Kate Patterson · Hope Peele · Kim Peele · 
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Ellen Rotondo · Wendy Santantonio · Charlene Schaper · Craig Schuck · Nada Seide · Sallie Seiy · Joan Shannon 
· John Shannon · Melissa Shelby · Phyllis Sintay · Pat Smith · John Sommer · Susan Taylor · Adrianna Vallario · 
Klanci Vanderhyde · Jen Walker · Suellen West · Cherie Wilderotter · Gordon Wood · Kierstan Woods · Meiling 

Yang · Sissy Zimmerman  AGENT ASSISTANTS  Kelly Byrnes · Rixey Canfield · Shannon Chawk · Erin 
DeGeorge · Scarlett Estrada · Summer Hine · Nancy Lacey · Lori Metheny  COMMERCIAL AGENTS  

Debra Arnett · Evan Cass · Ed Cave · James Gallagher · Tom Hulfish · Simon McKeown · John 
Quinn · Brison Rohrbach · John Ross · Rick Sada · Diane Sappenfield · Bob Swearingen · 

Adam Tafesse  PROPERTY MANAGEMENT  Cindy Troupe · Marshall Ramsey  STAFF  
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS


