
Potential school site 
co-location blindsides 
community, advisory 
group
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Members of the MacAr-
thur Advisory Committee 
and the community were left 
scrambling last week after 
the city indicated it would be 

exploring affordable housing 
on the Douglas MacArthur 
Elementary School site.

The announcement that 
the city would not only be 
exploring co-location op-
tions, but also providing 
funding to Alexandria City 
Public Schools for an ar-
chitectural exploration of 
potential housing options, 

surprised members of the 
advisory committee. 

“We were all blindsided, 
as a team, as a council mem-
ber,” Amy Jackson, the city 
council representative on the 
advisory committee, said.

This is the latest bump 
in the road for a project that 
has already had a fairly un-
even ride.

Due to a lack of space on 
the Douglas MacArthur site, 
Douglas MacArthur students 
will take classes in the old Pat-
rick Henry K-8 School building 
during construction. 

The school board’s April 
2019 decision to use Pat-
rick Henry as a swing space 
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Emails reveal fire 
department lacked 
input on whether to 
narrow road
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Despite repeated claims 
by Department of Transpor-
tation and Environmental 
Services staff that the Al-
exandria Fire Department 
had significant input into 
the Complete Streets De-
sign Guidelines and whether 
to narrow Seminary Road, 
documents obtained by city 
residents under the Freedom 
of Information Act reveal 
otherwise.

The public safety impor-
tance of the fire department 
having input into whether, 
not just how, to narrow this 
particular stretch of Sem-
inary Road – which runs 
from Quaker Lane westward 
to INOVA Alexandria Hospi-
tal – seems clear, given the 
potential impact on emer-
gency response times.

That appeared to be the 
concern of Traffic and Parking 
Board Chair William Schuyler 

when he alerted AFD Depu-
ty Chief Michael Cross to the 
proposed changes. 

“We of course, want to 
make sure we understand 
how this change might af-
fect the City’s ability to re-
spond to medical emergen-
cies,” Schuyler said in a June 
10, 2019 email to Cross.

This initial contact 
came not from T&ES but 
from the TPB, which is 
chaired by a volunteer.

In the FOIA request, the 
residents asked for all com-

munications between AFD 
and T&ES staff for a six-
month period beginning 
May 1, 2019. No correspon-
dence was provided in the 
city’s response indicating 
that there was communi-
cation between T&ES staff 
and AFD between May 1 
and June 12, the date Cross 
reached out to T&ES Com-
plete Streets Director Chris-
tine Mayeur outlining his 
concerns with the proposed 

Appeal of Alexandria 
Presbyterian Church 
expansion heads to 
council  
BY MISSY SCHROTT

A local church’s expansion 
project has nearby residents 
reading up on their scripture. 

“If one of the rules of 
the good book is to love thy 
neighbor, they have done 

anything but,” resident Cara 
Weiblinger said.

A little more than a year 
ago, early concept plans for 
a new building at Alexan-
dria Presbyterian Church, 
located at 1302 W. Braddock 
Road, went to the city for ap-
proval. The project would in-
crease the church’s footprint 

Times Analysis:  
Seminary Road FOIA docs

Love thy neighbor

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Trucks dispatched from Fire Station 206, located at 4609 Semi-
nary Road, regularly use Seminary Road when responding to calls. 

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Alexandria Presbyterian Church's existing building on West 
Braddock Road. 
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$ 1,150,000 HOLLIN HILLS  ONE-OF-A-KIND living in the great 
outdoors on a private treed lot. Open ML w/LR, DR, top-of-line gour-
met kitchen, 2 HBA &  European style Master en-suite. LL has original 
slate floor, FR, 2BR/1.5BA, laundry, wrap-around deck. 2 wood-
burning frpls. Heidi Kohler 703.609.7367   Elke Kohler 703.967.7633    

$ 2,495,000 224 W. WINDSOR AVE. Custom brick 6,450 SF                
Georgian on .46 private acre, 6BR / 6.5BA. Open plan—10’ ceilings, 
chef’s kitchen, LR, DR, FR, mudrm, mahogany library, butler’s pantry, 
screened porch. MBR sun/sitting rm, spa BA, 2 huge closets. Walk-out 
LL. Backyard to die for!       Owner Agent / Diane Field 703.915.4236 

$ 769,000 ALEXANDRIA HOUSE Great opportunity to own this lovely 
2BR / 2BA in Alexandria House.  Floor to ceiling window and doors 
surround this wrap-around balcony with incredible views of Alexandria, 
DC, MD and of course the Potomac River. Filled with daylight, but 
offers fantastic Winter sunsets too.        Anne Kavaljian 703.626.9171 

$ 399,900 CAPITOL HILL Gorgeous co-op in convenient location, and 
on the 1st floor above street level. Lots of light, spacious floor plan, 
original hardwoods/door casements, updated kitchen, walk-in closet, 
loads of storage including the basement and pet friendly. Low fees.      
No underlying mortgage.     McCormick & Lusk Group 202.412.8885 

$ 489,500                               
JEFFERSON MANOR 

Come and enjoy this bright 
and airy updated town home 
in sought after Jefferson 
Manor.  New windows and 
new stainless appliances, 
new bath and more. Easy 
commute to Huntington 
Metro. Short drive to Beltway, 
Fort Belvoir, Old Town and 
environs.  Move-in Ready!  
Anne Kavaljian 
703.626.9171 

$ 419,000 MONTEBELLO Lovely customized “EE” model (2BR/2BA)  
w/almost 1,500 SF w/modernized kitchen & baths, enclosed balcony, 
separate dining/living rooms, & walk-in closets. 1 garage space con-
veys. EZ to Huntington Metro (shuttle bus to/from),I-95/295, Old Town, 
DC + all the amenities of resort-like living. Leah Chapla 703.929.4875     

$ 849,950 MASON NECK Some older charm renovated with features 
sought after today. Family room has beamed cathedral ceiling & wood
-burning frpl, ML Master suite, country kitchen, huge living/dining 
combo. Great home for entertaining. 3,000+ SF/2-lvls/3BR/2.55BA. All 
on 4.56 acres backs to wooded parkland. Paul Petefish 703.244.6220  
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

A vehicle crash on Van 
Dorn Street resulted in the 
hospitalization of one person 
on Wednesday morning.

The accident occurred on 
North Van Dorn Street near 
Kenmore Avenue, according 
to a Tweet from the IAFF Lo-

cal 2141 union. 
Rescue team 206 extri-

cated a person who had been 
trapped in the vehicle and 
sent them to a local hospital, 
according to another Tweet 
from IAFF Local 2141.

The crash and emergency 

service response resulted in 
detours for drivers and public 
transit commuters. DASH bus-
es on the AT5 route had to skip 
stops, however DASH Tweeted 
at 10:38 a.m. that regular ser-
vice had been reestablished.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Speak Easy, the Alexan-
dria Times’ first foray into 
the world of podcasting, is 
set to hit the airwaves next 
week on Jan. 29.

Based around in-depth 
conversations with interest-
ing Alexandrians, a new ep-
isode of Speak Easy will drop 
monthly. Times reporter Cody 
Mello-Klein will be spear-
heading the podcast with the 
help of Editor Missy Schrott 
and other Times staff. 

Podcast guests will range 
from community leaders, 
artists and business owners, 
and the guest won’t be re-
vealed until the day before 
the podcast is released. Stay 
tuned to the Times website 
and social media accounts 
for the reveal of the first 
Speak Easy guest on Jan. 28.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Alexandria City Public 
Schools will be purchasing 
five electric school buses 
thanks to a recent grant from 
Dominion Energy, ACPS an-
nounced on Jan. 17.

The school division was 
scheduled to purchase five 
new school buses this sum-
mer. According to the terms 
of the grant, Dominion Ener-

gy will pay an additional cost 
so that the school district 
can upgrade them to electric 
school buses. ACPS’ existing 
bus fleet includes 123 buses.

ACPS aims to have the 
buses ready for the 2020-
2021 school year in Septem-
ber, according to the release.

ACPS is one of 16 school 
divisions in the state to be 

awarded the grant. This 
kind of gradual transition 
to electric, green vehicles is 
part of both the city’s Envi-
ronmental Action Plan 2040 
and Dominion Energy’s 
goal of placing 50 electric 
buses on Virginia roads by 
the end of 2020, according 
to the release. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

One hospitalized in Van Dorn Street crash 

Alexandria Times’ first  
podcast arrives next week

ACPS receives grant for  
five electric school buses

The pets-in-waiting are asking Santa for a home of their own this 
holiday.  Your donation sustains them while they wait.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Sweet, senior Solo is ready to see what 2020 holds in store for him! 

 From his soft, golden Cocker Spaniel ears, to his stubby, wagging tail, 
you’d never guess that this pup is 10 years old! He loves everyone he 
meets and nothing brings out his gorgeous smile like a box of treats. 

The list of things that Solo loves is long and includes walks, sniffing 
out squirrels and meeting new friends, and he hopes that list will 

include a new home to call his own soon. 

Adoption information:    
https://alexandriaanimals.org/adoption-information/  

 

THANK YOU

~ Phoenix  ~ 

~ Soft as Silk  ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

1801 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301
www.ILSAlexandria.org

Classical Christian School • Grades Jr.K. - 8th

Celebrating the 150th  
anniversary of the founding 
of Immanuel Lutheran

Happy National Lutheran 
Schools Week 

Jan 26 - Feb 1

IMAGE/LYVI SIEG
Speak Easy will be easy to listen to on your favorite podcast stream-
ing platforms starting on Wednesday, Jan. 29. 
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A new Indian restaurant, 
Spice Kraft Indian Bistro, 
celebrated its grand opening 
and ribbon cutting on Mount 
Vernon Avenue in Del Ray 
on Monday, according to a 
Del Ray Business Association 
news release.

Located at 2607 Mount 
Vernon Avenue, Spice Kraft 
now occupies the space of a 
former Del Ray institution, 
Bombay Curry Company, 
which closed its doors in 
January 2019 after 23 years.

Spice Kraft offers sit 
down meals, as well as 
catering for events and 
takeout. Owner Anthony 

Shankar managed another 
Indian restaurant, Taaza, in 
Roanoke for seven years pri-

or to coming to Alexandria, 
according to the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFING

The Del Ray Business 
Association presented an 
$8,500 check – the funds 
raised at its fourth annual 
Candy Cane Bar Crawl in 
December – to Community 
Lodgings on Tuesday. 

In addition, the DRBA 
presented $500 checks to 
the winners of the Del Ray 

tree decorating contest. 
Of the 12 local nonprofits 
who decorated trees along 
Mount Vernon Avenue, the 
judge’s choice award went 
to Mt. Vernon Community 
School PTA and the peo-
ple's choice award went to 
Lu's Labs.

-mschrott@alextimes.com  

DRBA donates $8,500 
to Community Lodgings

COURTESY PHOTO
Residents aboard a trolley at the Del Ray Business Association’s 
Candy Cane Bar Crawl in December. The event raised $8,500 for 
Community Lodgings.

Dunbar – Alexandria Olympic Boys & Girls Club

Youth development activities / college prep / homework 
help / leadership opportunities / open gym / summer 

camp / sports leagues / arts /stem

Contact info: (703) 549-3077
phall@bgcgw.org
facebook.com/AlexandriaBGC

free membership for miliary – united 
health – anthem health keepers

Open Weekdays 2 – 7:30 pm
401 North Payne Street | Alexandria VA 22314

BGCGW United Way #8047 / CFC #44919

A distant heir to a family 
fortune sets out to speed 
up the line of succession by 
using a great deal of charm...
and a dash of murder.
This Tony Award winning 
musical is not to be missed!

www.thelittletheatre.com

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

A Gentleman’s Guide 
to Love and Murder
JAN 18-FEB 8, 2020

The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School’s ro-
botics team, Thunderstone, 
advanced to states, after a 
successful tournament per-
formance, according to a SS-
SAS Facebook post.

The team competed in 

the Salem Qualifier from 
Jan. 11 to 12, ultimately 
finishing as the top-ranked 
team and captaining the 
winning alliance of robotics 
teams at the tournament, 
according to SSSAS. Thun-
derstone went undefeated 

and was awarded first place 
in innovation, second place 
in control and second place 
in design.

The state competition is at 
Atlee High School in Mechan-
icsville, Virginia on Feb. 22.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

SSSAS robotics heads to state tournament 

Spice Kraft Indian Bistro opens in Del Ray

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 

news every week.  Please show them your thanks by 
patronizing their businesses.

COURTESY PHOTO
Various city and business leaders, including Mayor Justin Wilson and 
Vice Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, attended a ribbon cutting for 
Spice Kraft on Monday. 
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by more than six times, from 
3,400 to 22,794 square feet.

Weiblinger is among the 
residents who live adjacent 
to the church and are op-
posed to the expansion. At 
least 21 households in the 
nearby neighborhood have 
expressed written concern 

about the project’s foot-
print and proximity to sur-
rounding residences.

After the planning com-
mission unanimously ap-
proved the project’s site 
plan in November 2019, two 
neighbors appealed that de-
cision to city council. Coun-
cil is slated to consider the 
appeal at its public hearing 

on Saturday; however, be-
cause the proposal is a by-
right development – mean-
ing it abides by regulations 
outlined in the city’s zoning 
ordinance – the chances 
of council overturning the 
planning commission’s deci-
sion are slim.

The project would al-
low Alexandria Presbyteri-
an Church to have its first 
permanent, singular home 
in Alexandria. While the 
church has been around 
since it was founded in 1986, 
it has moved through various 
temporary locations.

In its early years, the 
church held services at dif-
ferent community centers 
and churches. In 1999, it 
entered a long-term lease 
agreement with the Del Ray 
Baptist Church to hold a 
weekly Sunday service.  

In 2015, Alexandria Pres-
byterian Church purchased 
its existing 1.87-acre site on 
West Braddock Road from 
the Alexandria Bible Church 
for 10 percent of the proper-
ty’s market value. 

“[Alexandria Bible 
Church] had to shut their 
doors because they were just 
not growing, so they offered 
us their building at an in-
credible discount,” Tom Hol-
liday, senior pastor of Alex-
andria Presbyterian Church, 
said. “They wanted to see 
another church continue to 
minster on that property.”

Since the existing church 
only seats about 200 people 
and Alexandria Presbyterian 
Church has a congregation of 
about 500 people, it has been 
dividing its services between 
the West Braddock Road lo-
cation and the Del Ray Bap-
tist Church. For the last four 
years, the church has held a 9 
a.m. service at DRBC and an 
11 a.m. service at the former 
Alexandria Bible Church site. 

With its lease at DRBC 
expiring in 2022, Alexandria 
Presbyterian Church decided 
to demolish the existing West 
Braddock Road building and 
construct a new one to accom-
modate its congregation. In 
addition to a new sanctuary 
with seating for 450 to 500 

people, the project includes 
space for a nursery, class-
rooms, offices and 98 parking 
spaces. The project is estimat-
ed to cost between $12 and $13 
million, Holliday said. 

Neighbors have been ex-
pressing opposition to the 
size and scope of the new 
building since the onset of the 
project in fall of 2018. After 
an intial community meeting 
in November 2018, neighbors 
and church representatives 
have had several official and 
unofficial meetings. 

The neighbors’ major 
concerns are the size of the 
building – 22,794 square feet; 
its setback from the curb – 
30 feet at its closest; and in-
creased traffic, according to 
Debra Rog, a 30-year resident 
of the neighborhood. 

“We were pretty floored 
when we heard the plans be-
cause it wasn’t really a ren-
ovation, it’s just this huge 
development that they’re do-
ing that just immediately felt 
out of scale for the neighbor-

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Top: A rendering of Alexandria Presbyterian Church's new 
22,794-square-foot building.
Bottom: Alexandria Presbyterian Church's existing 3,400-square-
foot building is surrounded by open space on a 1.87-acre lot.

RENDERING/LEMAY ERICKSON WILLCOX ARCHITECTS

CHURCH FROM | 1

SEE CHURCH | 7
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hood,” Rog said. “We imme-
diately noted our concerns 
and got kind of a cold recep-
tion to that. … From then on, 
they haven’t addressed any 
of our initial concerns.”

Church representatives 
argued they’ve made com-
promises with respect to the 
design of the building. 

“We’ve held meetings and 
tried to understand and hear 
and listen,” Holliday said. “To 
that end, we did design the 
building to conform to the 
neighborhood as much as we 
possibly can, so we think ar-
chitecturally it’s going to fit 
well with the neighborhood.”

As for the neighbors’ spe-
cific concerns about size, set-
back and traffic, the church 
is within its rights. 

“We are coming in under 
the existing zoning for the 
property,” Cathy Puskar, the 
church’s attorney, said. “We’re 
not asking for any modifica-
tions. We’re not asking for any 

use permit. We are asking for 
approval of the by-right site 
plan that either meets or ex-
ceeds all the requirements in 
the zoning ordinance.”

When the appeal of the 
planning commission’s ap-
proval goes before council 
on Saturday, council will be 
asked to consider whether 
the property meets those 
zoning requirements.  

“The purpose of this ap-
peal and the process of a site 
plan is to make sure that it 
meets the code,” Vice May-
or Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, 

who has met with neighbors 
about the project, said. “If 
the zoning ordinance allows 
a certain setback or a cer-
tain height, then sort of our 
hands are tied.”

Neighbors expressed 
frustration with the process. 

“It’s not, ‘Can you do this?’ 
but, ‘Should you do this?’ It’s 
an issue of ‘should,’” Rog 
said. “We tried to appeal to 
them as neighbors and what 
impact it’s going to have in 
our homes and their basic 
response was, ‘Well, we’re 
within our rights.’” 

In the end, the decision 
will come down to council. 
If approved, the project will 
likely begin construction in 
fall 2020, Holliday said. 

While the neighbors un-
derstand their chances of 
winning the appeal are slim, 
they plan to fight to the end, 

they said. 
“The appeal is symbolic 

of the fact that there’s such 
bad blood,” Weiblinger said. 
“The neighborhood feels so 
dismissed by the church, and 
there’s really no, ‘Love thy 
neighbor’ involved here.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   |   Equal Housing Opportunity

Originally built in 1820, this exceptional property in the heart of Old Town has been gutted down to the studs on the interior and, along with the original 
historic exterior, has been meticulously renovated, repaired and structurally reinforced from 2014-2017 by its present owners. With respect for the integrity 
of the historic property, it has been brought up to today’s standards in design, style and comfort. Perfect flow for entertaining and living! The open dining 
room, gourmet kitchen and family room lead to a handsomely designed patio and yard. The living/sitting room and master suite occupy a floor and two 
additional bedrooms and baths complete the top level. Offered at $1,675,000.

Open Sunday 1/26, 2-4 pm  |  214 South Lee Street, Old Town

Contact us for more information and a private tour.

Susan Anthony
703.795.9536
susanbruceanthony.com

Rochelle Gray
703.328.1686

rochellegray.com

“We are coming in under the existing 
zoning for the property. We’re not 
asking for any modifications. We’re 

not asking for any use permit. We are 
asking for approval of the by-right site 
plan that either meets or exceeds all the 
requirements in the zoning ordinance.”

– Cathy Puskar,
attorney

COURTESY IMAGE
An aerial rendering of the new Alexandria Presbyterian Church 
building. 

CHURCH FROM | 6
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narrowing of Seminary Road.
Further, the first date list-

ed on an internal AFD time-
line that details AFD discus-
sions with city officials on 
the Seminary Road project is 
June 10, 2019.

In addition, the documents 
show T&ES staff, including 
Director Yon Lambert, Dep-
uty Director Hillary Orr and 
Mayeur, wanted to project a 
message of AFD buy-in. They 
repeatedly asked AFD to issue 
statements saying they were 
significantly involved with 
Complete Streets and plans 
for Seminary Road, when 
AFD representatives said they 
were not. 

Complete Streets
The Complete Streets De-

sign Guidelines are a primary 
justification T&ES gives for 
advocating the street nar-
rowing program commonly 
known as a “road diet” for Al-
exandria streets. The guide-
lines were developed in 2016 
with a stated mission “… to 
ensure that Alexandria’s 
streets meet the needs of all 
users, including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, transit users, driv-
ers, residents, workers, visi-
tors, and business owners.”

A seven-page overview 
of the Complete Streets De-

sign Guidelines on the city’s 
website lists Maurice Jones 
as the AFD member on the 
Complete Streets Technical 
Advisory Committee. There 
is no record of anyone from 
AFD other than Jones being 
linked to Complete Streets 
planning.

According to documents 
FOIAed by the Seminary Hill 
Association, Mayeur claimed 
in a June 19 email that AFD 
played a significant role in 
developing Complete Streets, 
and therefore should support 
street narrowing on Semi-
nary Road:

“Per our discussion, I’m 
confident that the Fire De-
partment has no issue with 
the Staff Recommendation 
as it was designed per the 
Complete Streets Design 
Guidelines. Fire/EMS was a 
key team member in craft-
ing the Complete Streets 
Design Guidelines docu-
ment, which has guided the 
design of City projects since 
2016,” Mayeur wrote.

Mayeur’s email provoked 
a response from then Dep-
uty Fire Chief Corey Smed-
ley, an initial draft of which 
was written by Deputy Fire 
Chief Michael Cross. Smed-
ley wrote in a June 21 email, 
“Deputy Chief Cross has ad-
vised that your response mis-
characterizes the agreement 

from Monday’s meeting.”
Smedley stated that T&ES 

did not have AFD’s signoff 
because of Complete Streets: 
“The Fire Department’s con-
cerns were not satisfied be-
cause it was designed per 
the Complete Streets Design 
Guidelines.”

Smedley went on to say 
that Mayeur was incorrect, 
stating AFD had minimal in-
put on Complete Streets.

“Maurice Jones advises 
that he had limited input on 
the Complete Streets Design 
Guidelines. He attended a 
couple of meeting [sic] and 
provided focused input on 
turning radius and emergen-
cy vehicle easements issues,” 
Smedley wrote.

In emails with an adviso-
ry committee colleague and 
in AFD internal communi-
cations, Jones himself went 
further in denying signifi-
cant involvement in Com-
plete Streets.

In an email dated June 20, 
2019 that Jones sent to Plan-
ning and Zoning staff member 
Nathan Imm, who was also 
listed as a member of the Com-
plete Streets Technical Advi-
sory Committee, Jones said: 

“Weird question but do 
you remember me being 
involved in the complete 
streets plan? At meetings? 
Reviewing designs? Appar-
ently I was heavily involved 
and approved some things 
but I cannot remember being 
that involved or being con-
sulted about much of any-
thing,” Jones wrote. 

About an hour before 
sending the above email to 
Imm, Jones emailed then 
Deputy Chief Smedley and 
also pushed back on May-
eur’s assertion that he was “a 
key team member” in draft-
ing Complete Streets:

“As I told Chief Cross, if I 
provided input that was inac-
curate, I will own it but I do 
not believe that I was deeply 
involved at all and only had 
brief and cursory conversa-
tions or was asked about a very 

specific location,” Jones wrote.

Seminary Road narrow-
ing

By June 2019, T&ES staff 
had been holding community 
meetings for more than a year 
and had developed plans for 
narrowing Seminary Road. 

An internal timeline pre-
pared by the AFD that was 
acquired as part of the FOIA 
request has a section titled 
“Discussion & Opinion on 
Seminary Road with City 
Officials (through August 
2019).” The first date on that 
timeline is June 10, 2019. 

Even then, T&ES staff did 
not seek out AFD input. In-
stead, AFD was alerted to the 
Seminary Road issue on June 
6 when an Alexandria res-
ident sent an email to then 
Fire Chief Robert Dube ask-
ing for a meeting.

Later that day, Dube 
emailed Smedley, saying, 
“May be a good thing for 
Cross to do.”

On June 9, a Sunday, 
Smedley forwarded the 
email chain to Cross saying, 
“Please reach out.”

Cross met with the resi-
dent, but before that meeting 
took place, TPB Chair Wil-
liam Schuyler reached out 
to Cross in an email on June 
10 asking if he was aware of 
plans to change Seminary 
Road lanes:

“As you may be aware, 
this month the TPB will hear 
about some proposed chang-
es to the lane configurations 
on Seminary Road. Jay [John-
son, former TPB chair] point-
ed out that a large number 
of your emergency medi-
cal vehicles are dispatched 
from the nearby hospital and 
might be affected by this 
proposal. I wanted to reach 
out to you to ask. 

•Were you aware of this 
proposal?

•Do you have any con-
cerns with the elimination 
of one travel lane in the di-
rection of Quaker Lane from 
the hospital?

We of course, want to 
make sure we understand 
how this change might af-
fect the City’s ability to re-
spond to medical emergen-
cies. Thank you in advance 
for your help here as we seek 
to make the best decision on 
this matter,” Schuyler wrote.

Cross responded to Schuy-
ler the next day, on June 11, 
that he had no knowledge of 
the T&ES plan for Seminary 
Road.

“I have not seen the pro-
posal for changing lane con-
figuration along Seminary Rd 
between N. Howard Street and 
N. Quaker Lane. I’ll certainly 
be interested in reviewing the 
proposal. The few concerns 
the fire department will have 
focuses on: 1) the width of the 
proposal travel lanes; 2) the 
number and configuration of 
lanes at N. Quaker Lane; and, 
3) the number and configu-
ration of lanes at N. Howard 
St.,” Cross wrote.

Cross copied Bob Garbacz, 
a division chief in T&ES, on 
his reply to Schuyler, then 
five minutes later sent Gar-
bacz a separate email reit-
erating that AFD was not 
aware of and had no input 
into the Seminary Road plan:

“… We are not aware of 
this plan. Can we get some 
information on this plan so 
we can provide input on any 
concerns? I’d like for T&ES 
to know about our concerns 
prior to discussing anything 
publicly,” Cross wrote. 

Garbacz expressed sur-
prise in his response about 
three hours later, at 1:23 
p.m., that AFD had not been 
involved in planning for 
Seminary Road lane recon-
figuration.

“I thought you guys were 
looped in on this project. Let 
me see if I can get you some 
information and get it to 
you,” Garbacz wrote.

Garbacz followed up less 
than 15 minutes later with a 
link to the plans T&ES had 
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developed. 
“Mike – Click on this link: 

https://www.alexandriava.
gov/tes/info/default.aspx-
?id=103393
To learn more about the 
Seminary Road project. For 
the most part Seminary will 
remain four lanes except for 
the WB section coming up 
the hill from Quaker Lane. 
Let me know if you have any 
questions. Thanks, Bob”

The T&ES website shows 
the various dates the com-
munity had been involved. 
The T&ES website indicates 
a community walkabout took 
place on May 12, 2018 and a 
community meeting on May 
29, 2018.

Concept development took 
place in the summer into fall 
2018 before the project was 
put on hold for a few months 
due to issues with HOT Lanes. 
Another community meeting 
was held on March 25, 2019, 
according to the website. 

Emphasizing the mes-
sage

After reviewing the T&ES 
proposals for Seminary Road 
on the city website, Cross sent 
Mayeur an email on June 12 
describing four concerns with 
the plans: 1) the proposed 10 
foot travel lane width, 2) the 
six-foot median at bus stops 
from St. Stephens to Zabrisk-
ie, 3) one eastbound travel 
lane from St. Stephens to 
Zabriskie and 4) lack of a left 
turn lane from westbound 
Seminary Road to south-
bound North Howard Street. 

Cross proposed various 
solutions, including keeping 
around half of the .9 mile 
stretch of Seminary Road 
under consideration as four 
lanes. In the email, he also 
told Mayeur:

“I’d like to point out that 
this section of Seminary 
Road is a heavily used road 
for emergency vehicles for 
transporting patients to Al-
exandria Hospital Emergency 

Department and responding 
to calls in the east end and 
downtown sections of the 
City from Alexandria Hospi-
tal at 4320 Seminary Rd and 
Fire Station 206 at 4609 Sem-
inary Rd.,” Cross wrote.

Mayeur responded six 
minutes later requesting an 
in-person meeting.

“I think it would be best 
to meet about these issues 
you’ve brought up to discuss 
the reasoning behind the 
widths and limitations from 
a design and ADA access per-
spective,” Mayeur wrote.

That meeting took place 
on June 17 and Mayeur fol-
lowed it up with the June 19 
email cited above, in which 
she stated her confidence 
that AFD supported T&ES 
staff recommendations.

After the TPB voted 
to maintain four lanes on 
Seminary Road at its June 
24 meeting, Lambert wrote 
Smedley the next day de-
tailing his concern with the 
public perception that public 
safety had not been involved.

“Could we find some time 
to talk in the next 1-2 weeks? 
My main concern is the ap-
pearance that our team has 
not coordinated with public 
safety, which I believe to be 
untrue. … I know we share 
the goal of ensuring that our 
departments are unified as 
we address issues that are of 
strategic importance to the 
city,” Lambert wrote.

Smedley responded in less 
than an hour, “Yes - Sir. I will 
have Cameron [Hall] work to 
get he [sic] team together.”

On Aug. 16, by which time 
Smedley had been named 
acting fire chief after Dube’s 
resignation, Smedley sent an 
email to Orr, Jones, Hall, Cross, 
Chris Thompson and Dan Mc-
Master with Lambert cc’d stat-
ing that AFD had coordinated 
fully with T&ES. There were 
no internal AFD emails in the 
FOIA surrounding the crafting 
of this statement:

“Thank you and your 
staff for working with AFD. 

AFD was a part of the com-
plete street program and 
discussions surrounding 
the Seminary Road project. 
Internally, we have dis-
cussed our position on the 
Seminary Road Complete 
Streets after additional 
briefings provided by your 
staff. Therefore, the Fire 
Department could accept 
the elements of the propos-
al over the entire span of 
the project. For Optimal fire 
department operations and 
response efficiencies, it is 
AFD’s position to consider 
Option 3,” Smedley wrote.

Orr from T&ES then sent 
Smedley an email on Aug. 27 
– on which she copied Depu-
ty City Managers Emily Bak-
er and Debra Collins as well 
as Lambert and T&ES Public 
Information Officer Sarah 
Godfrey – asking to release 
the above statement to the 
Alexandria Times.

In an Aug. 28 email, Cross 
provided edits to the Aug. 16 
statement. He deleted ref-
erence to AFD being part of 
“discussions surrounding the 
Seminary Road project” and 
significantly qualified AFD’s 
involvement in Complete 
Streets. Cross stated that AFD 
was a part of the complete 
streets program “for a limited 
discussion Fire and Emergen-
cy Lanes (page 4-14).”

Cross also modified the 
statement “… the Fire Depart-
ment could accept the ele-

ments of the proposal over the 
entire span of the project” and 
added the qualifier “provided 
travel lanes are at 11’ width.”

In his response to Orr an 
hour later, Smedley included 
Cross’ first edit but modified 
the reference to lane width to 
read “… provided that the trav-
el lanes could accommodate 
fire department apparatus that 
are 10’ wide to include maneu-
verability within the lane.” 

T&ES provided Smed-
ley’s revised statement to the 
Times on Aug. 28.

On Aug. 27, Orr also asked 
Smedley whether an AFD rep-
resentative would attend the 
Sept. 14 public hearing on 
Seminary Road.

Smedley responded yes, 
but that there first needed to 

be a meeting between him-
self, the deputy city manag-
ers, AFD’s Cross, and Lam-
bert and Orr from T&ES.

Orr responded two min-
utes later with a statement 
about remaining on message.

“Happy to sit down, but 
we are going with the email 
response you sent to me so 
we need to all just hold to 
that talking point since it is 
out there now,” Orr wrote.

Talking points that Lam-
bert sent to Mayor Justin 
Wilson and members of city 
council on Sept. 12, two days 
before the public hearing, 
included the AFD statement 
with Cross and Smedley’s 
edits eliminating mention of 
AFD involvement in Semi-
nary Road planning. 

However, in the staff pre-
sentation at the public hear-
ing itself, Attachment 8 in-
cludes the statement without 
Cross and Smedley’s edits 
and reads, "AFD was a part 
of the Complete Streets Pro-
gram and discussions sur-
rounding the Seminary Road 
project.”

It is not clear why or how 
different versions of the 
statement were provided to 
council and to the public.

Frank Putzu  
provided the FOIA  

documents for this story.

“INNOVATIVE FRENCH AND ITALIAN CUISINE SINCE 1990” 
4231 DUKE ST  ALEXANDRIA,  

VIRGINIA 22304
(703) 370-7900   

TEMPORESTAURANT.COM
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PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The entrance of INOVA Alexandria Hospital on the corner of Seminary 
Road and Howard Street.
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drew widespread criticism 
from Patrick Henry parents. 
Although the swing space 
plan advanced the Douglas 
MacArthur rebuild timeline, 
it delayed the opening of ath-
letic fields at Patrick Henry 
until fall 2023. 

Parents also argued that 
ACPS was deferring the 
needs of economically dis-
advantaged students in favor 
of more economically stable 
students.

DLR Group, the architec-
ture firm behind the project, 
presented three designs for 
MacArthur during a pub-
lic community meeting for 
the rebuild on Jan. 15. The 
school board is scheduled to 
narrow those options to two 
during a school board meet-
ing today and vote on a final 
design on Feb. 6. Due to the 
swing space component, a 
strict timeline is in place for 
the project.

The sudden news at the 
meeting that the city and 
ACPS would be exploring 
co-location options sur-
prised and frustrated advi-
sory committee members, 
Jackson said.

“I’m all for exploration, 
but I’m also all for communi-
cation and information and 
getting the word out to our 
public and our community so 
that they can have some in-
put into what we’re about to 
do and why we’re doing it,” 
Jackson said.

What had only previously 
been thought of as a vague 
concept suddenly seemed 
like a real option. However, 
co-location on the site is still 
very much in the explorato-
ry phase, City Manager Mark 
Jinks said. 

“There is a housing avail-
ability and pricing crisis in 
the region, including the 
city, and basically [we’re] 
thinking outside the box of 
what has traditionally been 
the city’s plans for use of 
public property, how afford-
able housing gets done,” 

Jinks said. “… This is one of 
those areas to look at. It’s 
not just the MacArthur site; 
it’ll be other city sites, other 
school sites.”

When the city and schools 
came together to form the 
Joint City Facilities Invest-
ment Task Force in 2017, it 
was established that explor-
ing potential co-location 
uses on any new city or ACPS 
development was a necessary 
part of the process.

For the MacArthur rebuild, 
Director of the Department 
of Planning and Zoning Karl 
Moritz presented the concept 
of co-location to the adviso-
ry committee in December, 
Jinks said. Since fall 2019, the 
city and schools have made a 
more active push to explore 
co-location options.

A draft presentation re-
garding a feasibility study 
for the George Mason El-
ementary School rebuild 
made its way into the public 
eye on Monday, indicating 
that ACPS is also exploring 
the potential for co-located 
affordable housing, among 
other designs, on that site.

One potential site plan 
for George Mason, which 
would eliminate the need 
for swing space, suggests 
pushing the school building 

further from Cameron Mills 
Road and investigating the 
feasibility of a four-story 
housing structure. 

“Land is extremely scarce 
in the city. Available land is 
very expensive, and so get-
ting the most use out of it to 
benefit the most people in 
the community is basically a 
shared goal between the city 
and schools,” Jinks said.

For the advisory com-
mittee members, it’s not the 
concept itself but rather the 
process by which the concept 
has been brought to their 
attention – and the public’s 
attention – that remains a 
sticking point.

Between 4:30 and 5:30 
p.m. on Jan. 15 – before the 
formal community meeting 
– community members had 
the opportunity to look at 
the three designs for the new 
school. A little after 5:30 p.m., 
advisory committee members 
received an email from ACPS 
Chief Operating Officer Mi-
gnon Anthony explaining 
that co-location would be a 
topic of serious conversation 
at the meeting to follow. 

Jinks sent an email as 
well, expressing similar 
sentiments, that the city 
needs to explore co-loca-
tion with every new devel-

opment. In another memo 
to the advisory committee 
and members of council, 
Jinks indicated that this 
step hadn’t been taken to its 
fullest extent.

“Yesterday, I received my 
regular development briefing 
from City staff, and became 
concerned that housing op-
tions at MacArthur had been 
yet fully explored and had 
not made enough progress,” 
Jinks wrote. “Conversations 
were then held with ACPS 
staff. The result is that the 
City will immediately pro-
vide funds for architectural 
services to ACPS to further 
explore housing options.”

The architectural evalu-
ation is meant to evaluate 
whether affordable or work-
force housing is possible on 
the site. Space and timeline 
constraints remain chal-
lenges, Jinks said. 

“I have no preconceived 
notion, neither does the 
staff, how the review of any of 
these school sites is going to 
come out in regard to hous-
ing or any of the other func-
tions,” Jinks said. “Housing 
is probably the most chal-
lenging. The MacArthur site 
is a small site, but the review 
of every school and city site 
needs to be a part of our reg-

ular planning process.”
In light of ACPS and the 

city’s ongoing issues with 
retaining and recruiting 
employees, Jinks said there 
will be a focus on exploring 
potential workforce housing 
for ACPS employees at the 
Douglas MacArthur site. Any 
co-location options would 
not disrupt the project time-
line, Jinks said.

The sudden inclusion of 
the co-location discussion has 
raised additional concerns. 
Jackson and other members 
of the advisory committee 
requested firm answers on 
who the housing is for and 
how safety protocol could be 
established if non-school af-
filiated adults are on site.

Jackson acknowledged 
that the city needs to find 
creative solutions for af-
fordable housing and that it 
is worth exploring potential 
co-location options, like the 
one at Douglas MacArthur.

“I am a firm believer in 
the exploration part of this,” 
Jackson said. “However, that 
being said, it also has to in-
volve the deliberate cause 
and effect of ‘What will hap-
pen if …?’ Like, who is going 
to be housed there then?”

The background check 
process for affordable hous-
ing is comprehensive, the 
Office of Housing clarified. 
If the housing was for ACPS 
employees, those living on-
site would already be cleared 
by the school system.

While members of the ad-
visory committee and com-
munity scramble to find out 
more information ahead of 
the school board’s vote on 
Feb. 6, Jackson has broader 
concerns on her mind. 

“If [the community 
wasn’t] always suspicious 
before and taking every-
thing the city said and the 
schools [said] with a grain of 
salt, now this is what’s hap-
pening,” Jackson said. “Ev-
erything we do, if it wasn’t 
questioned before, it will be 
questioned now.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PHOTO/ACPS 
The school board will vote to narrow options from three concepts – a y-shaped concept, a coil-shaped 
concept (pictured here) or a "forest" concept – to two concepts on Thursday. 
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BY GAYLE CONVERSE  

AND PAT MILLER

“The right of citizens of 
the United States to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged by 
the United States or by any 
State on account of sex.” - 19th 
Amendment to the United 
States Constitution

When the 19th Amend-
ment to the United States Con-
stitution – often referred to as 
the Susan B. Anthony Amend-
ment – was ratified on Aug. 18, 
1920, it enfranchised nearly 
26 million American women 
in time for the 1920 U.S. Pres-
idential election and ceased 
nearly 100 years of protest.  

A century later, as the na-
tion prepares to mark the cen-
tennial of a woman’s right to 
vote, Alexandria prepares to 
celebrate its own suffragist 
heroines.

As early as four decades be-
fore the American Civil War, 
women began to play promi-
nent roles in temperance and 
religious societies and the ab-
olitionist movement.

Sparsely populated western 
states began to grant wom-
en voting rights in the 19th 
century, but women’s enfran-
chisement remained far from 
approved on the federal level.  
Women’s suffrage amend-
ments had been proposed to 
the U.S. Congress by 1869, fol-
lowed by annual proposals be-
tween 1878 and 1920.

Southerners – mainly due 
to local government opposi-
tion – had been hesitant to join 
the pro-suffrage band wagon, 
yet in 1909, Virginia women 
joined counterparts from oth-
er parts of the country to fight 
for voting rights to support re-
forms in child labor, education 

and temperance.
Rendering additional fuel 

to the suffrage movement, as 
the country entered World War 
I in 1917, a woman’s standing 
as a United States citizen took 
on new meaning when women 
left their homes to enter the 
wartime civilian workforce.

Along with other Amer-
ican women, Virginia wom-
en gained the right to vote in 
August 1920, after the 19th 
Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution became law – but it 
wasn’t until Feb. 21, 1952, 32 
years later, that the Virginia 
General Assembly ratified the 
19th Amendment.

Alexandria certainly played 
its part in the women’s move-
ment and eventual passage of 
the 19th Amendment. First-
time women voters turned out 
in large numbers to cast their 
ballots on Nov. 2, 1920.

According to an article in 
the Nov. 3, 1920 Alexandria 
Gazette, “… The women vot-
ed in large numbers and fully 
three-fourths of the number 
qualified took part in the elec-
tion. … There are 4,250 quali-
fied voters in the city, of which 
number 1,399 are women.” 

A small number of leading 
suffragists lived in Alexandria. 
Other activists were arrested 
in Washington D.C. and im-
prisoned at the Lorton Refor-
matory, also known as the Oc-
coquan Workhouse, in nearby 
Lorton, Virginia. In future col-
umns, we’ll explore these local 
unsung champions – some 
who devoted their lives to the 
battle for equality.

The writers are founders 
of Alexandria Celebrates 

Women, a new nonprofit that 
is commemorating the cen-

tennial of women’s suffrage 
and highlighting influential 

women throughout the city’s 
history. Contact them at Alex-
andriaCelebratesWomen.com

FILE PHOTO 
Statue at the Women's Rights National Historical Park in Seneca Falls, New York.
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Celebrating 100 years of women's suffrage
In 2020, there are 
three ways to register 
to vote in Alexandria:

Online: 
•https://vote.

  elections.virginia.gov 

By mail: 

•Office of Voter

  Registration and Elections

  132 N. Royal

  St., Suite 100

  Alexandria, VA 22314

In person: 

•Office of Voter

  Registration

  132 N. Royal

  St., Suite 100

  Monday through

  Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•Division of Motor Vehicles

  2681 Mill Road,

  during DMV hours

REGISTER TO VOTE
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
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5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 
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HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

Jay and Arline Hoffman 
donated $18,500
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Jay and Arline Hoffman 
of the Hoffman Company, 
the developer behind Hoff-
man Town Center, paid off all 
$18,500 in student lunch debt 
at T.C. Williams High School 
and its Minnie Howard Cam-
pus on Jan. 12, according to a 
news release.

The donation cleared 
the high school’s lunch debt 
and cut the school divi-
sion’s lunch debt from about 
$60,000 to $41,500, accord-
ing to ACPS. 

“When I first learned of it, 
obviously I was really excited 
and just thought, what a nice 
way to start off the new year 
with such a generous gift to 
our students,” T.C. Williams 
Principal Peter Balas said.

The Hoffmans have lived 
in Alexandria their entire lives 

– Arline attended what was 
once George Washington High 
School, as did Jay’s father. Giv-
ing back to a community that 
has given them so much is the 
least they can do, Jay Hoffman 
said. Last year, the Hoffmans 
donated funds to buy uni-
forms for every Ramsay Ele-
mentary School student.

“Anything that we can do 
to tell those that need a help-
ing hand, if we can, we will 
be there for them,” Jay Hoff-
man said.

Lunch debt accumulates 
in students’ meal accounts. 
Every ACPS student has a 
meal account that they use 
to pay for meals at school. If 
a student doesn’t have any 
money in their account, ACPS 
doesn’t turn them away from 
the cafeteria line, Balas said.

“The accounts do run into 
the negatives sometimes,” 
Balas said. “And sometimes 
it’s a function of parents just 

having to go back online and 
replenish or an ‘I forgot’ kind 
of thing, and then [for] oth-
ers, it’s a real struggle.”

According to ACPS, 56 per-
cent of ACPS students qual-
ify for free or reduced-price 
meals. ACPS provides free 
breakfast and lunch for stu-
dents who qualify under the 
National School Lunch Act 
and Child Nutrition Act. 

“There’s students who do 
have the debt and who really 

are financially struggling. It 
could mean so much,” Balas 
said. “As a student myself, I 
grew up in a single-parent 
household. We were on wel-
fare; I was on free and re-
duced lunch. … If it’s a fam-
ily that’s struggling week to 
week or check to check, that 
can mean a whole lot of dif-
ference to know that you 
no longer have that balance 
hanging over your head.”

Jay and Arline Hoffman 

said they wanted their good 
deed to go beyond a one-
time donation; they wanted 
to raise awareness about do-
nating to public schools. 

“Everybody knows that 
private schools receive a lot 
of donations from the par-
ents of the children that go 
there, but what people in Al-
exandria don’t understand is 
that public schools can, and 
will, accept donations – and 
need them,” Jay Hoffman 
said. “We tend to forget pub-
lic schools because we think 
they’re entirely funded by 
the government, and they 
barely make ends meet.”

The Hoffmans aren’t the 
only ones concerned about 
school lunches. Several pieces 
of proposed state legislation 
which address statewide meal 
options go before the Virginia 
General Assembly during the 
2020 legislative session. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Alexandria couple clears T.C. lunch debt

PHOTO/ACPS
T.C. Williams Principal accepts a check from Hoffman Company presi-
dent Lauren Douglas.
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SPORTS

GIRLS' BASKETBALL

School Record
Bishop Ireton 8-10

Episcopal 8-3
SSSAS 8-4

T.C. Williams 9-6

Jan. 14
Episcopal W 77-

66 @ Landon
SSSAS W 77-41 
@ Georgetown 

Prep
T.C. Williams L 
57-40 @ West 

Potomac
Jan. 15

B.I. L 84-75 
@ Archbishop 

Carroll
Jan. 16

Episcopal L 74-
71 @ Saint John 
Paul the Great

Jan. 17
B.I. L 94-62 

@ Our Lady of 
Good Counsel

SSSAS W 58-53 
vs. Bullis

T.C. Williams W 
70-31 @ Mount 

Vernon
Jan. 18

Episcopal W 72-

70 vs. Flint Hill
Jan. 19

B.I. W 79-68 @ 
Potomac
Jan. 21

B.I. L 88-68 @ 
Gonzaga
Episcopal 

W 76-59 vs. 
Georgetown 

Prep
SSSAS W 

95-53 @ St. 
Albans

Jan. 14
Episcopal W 54-

47 vs. Bullis
SSSAS W 57-48 
vs. Saint John 
Paul the Great
T.C. Williams W 
56-53 vs. West 

Potomac
Jan. 15

B.I. L 43-34 vs. 
Elizabeth Seton
T.C. Williams L 

49-47 vs. South 
County
Jan. 16

Episcopal W 44-
41 vs. Flint Hill

SSSAS W 49-44 
vs. Madeira

Jan. 17
B.I. L 52-43 

vs. Our Lady of 
Good Counsel
T.C. Williams W 

65-45 vs. Mount 
Vernon
Jan. 21

T.C. Williams L 
47-43 @ Chantilly

This winter, the sports included are boys’ and girls’ 
basketball. We will also be running photos with captions 
from games and encourage readers to send timely photos 
for submission to mschrott@alextimes.com. We will also 
continue covering games from various sports, as well as 
running sports features about Alexandria athletes.

ALEXANDRIA  
SPORTS ROUNDUP

Scores this week:

Scores this week:

BOYS’ BASKETBALL

School Record
Bishop Ireton 9-10

Episcopal 9-4
SSSAS 16-2

T.C. Williams 9-4

Obituary

Pat M. Booth dies at 83
Pat M. Booth returned 

to her Heavenly Father on 
Jan. 5, 2020. She passed 
peacefully in the morning 
unexpectedly.

Pat was born two months 
premature on June 16, 1936, 
in Wendell, Idaho, to Ar-
thur Richard and Frances La 
Velle Forsberg Messenger. 
She was the oldest of seven 
children. 

Her family moved from 
Jerome, Idaho, to Ogden, 
Utah in the summer of 1941. 
She attended Madison El-
ementary, Central Junior 
High and graduated from 
Ogden High School in 1954. 
In 1955 she was employed 
as a clerk typist at Hill Air 
Force Base.

She gave birth to her 
daughter, Jeanne Gilchrist 
in December 1956 and her 
daughter Barbara Gilchrist 
in May 1958. She quit work-
ing in 1957 to be a full time 
wife and mother and re-
turned to work in 1960.

By 1977, Pat became sin-
gle and since her daughters 
were grown, she started the 
adventures of her life. She 
learned to downhill snow 
ski, joined Volksmarching, 
RHETS International Toast-
mistress Club, the National 
Honor Society and other or-
ganizations. She held vari-
ous leadership positions in 
many organizations includ-
ing serving as president, 
vice president and secre-
tary. She gave speeches and 
won speech contests.

In 1984, Pat took the op-
portunity for a promotion 
and transfer to Wright-Pat-
terson AFB. In 1989, she had 
an opportunity for a five-
year temporary promotion 
to the Pentagon in Arling-
ton, Virginia. Her promo-
tion was extended another 
three years.

Pat loved living in Al-
exandria. When her tem-

porary promotion expired, 
instead of returning to 
Wright-Patterson AFB, she 
retired, bought a condo-
minium, found other em-
ployment and went back to 
school. She worked for the 
Body Shop, The Bombay 
Company and the Alexan-
dria Times newspaper. She 
worked for the Times until 
the end of September 2017, 
when she moved back to 
Utah to be closer to her chil-
dren and their families.

Pat loved to travel. She 
went to England, Switzer-
land, France, Germany, Por-
tugal, Turkey and the Do-
minican Republic. She went 
with her college Spanish 
class to Mexico for 30 days. 
She also traveled to other 
states in the United States. 
She was always ready for 
a party or to travel some-
where or anywhere.

Pat highly valued edu-
cation. She attended Ste-
vens-Henagar Business Col-
lege, Weber State College and 
graduated from Northern 
Virginia Community College 
and received her bachelor’s 
degree from George Wash-
ington University. 

Pat was deeply patriotic. 
She loved the U.S., the mili-
tary and our veterans.

Pat loved to exercise, 
especially lifting weights 

and aerobics. She also loved 
sports cars. She owned a 
Mazda RX7 for 20 years and 
most recently a 2009 Black 
Mercedes SLK. 

Pat is survived by her 
two daughters, Jeanne 
Gilchrist (Bob Wordell) of 
North Ogden, Utah and  
Barbara Gilchrist of Clinton, 
Utah; eight grandchildren, 
Anne Jones of San Diego, 
California; Amy Smith of 
Clearfield, Utah; Kate Wild-
er of Clinton, Utah; Michael 
Smith of Clinton, Utah; Mel-
anee Tracy of Hooper, Utah; 
Ashley Halverson of San 
Diego, California; Bryan 
Halverson of Ogden, Utah; 
and Matthew Halverson of 
San Diego, California; nine 
great-grandchildren, and 
two great-great-grandchil-
dren.

She is also survived by 
her brother, Richard Mes-
senger (Linda Kay) of Boun-
tiful, Utah; sisters, Candy 
Austad (Larry) of Kalama-
zoo, Michigan; Judy Winn 
of Las Vegas, Nevada; and 
Greg Wallace, brother-in-
law (Melanie deceased) and 
many cousins, nieces and 
nephews.

Pat was preceded in death 
by her brother, Gary Mes-
senger, and sisters, Melanie 
Wallace and Jill Ferguson.

Pat was loved by many 
friends in Virginia and at 
Avamere at Mountain Ridge. 
She will be missed by many.

Thank you to the staff at 
Avamere at Mountain Ridge 
and the staff at Inspiration 
Hospice for your care. Thank 
you to the friends and col-
leagues in Virginia who as-
sisted Pat in times of need.

In lieu of flowers, please 
donate to your favorite 
charity. Funeral services 
were held on Jan. 11, 2020 
in Ogden, Utah. Condolenc-
es may be shared at: www.
lindquistmortuary.com.

COURTESY PHOTO
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BY GENEVIEVE STORY

Running in the winter 
means long runs in layers, 
fearless footwear, fleeting 
daylight, adapting to the el-
ements and a commitment to 
consistency. 

Nothing comes easy in 
running, regardless of the 
weather. It takes an added 
dose of dedication, strength 
despite discomfort and 
goal-setting to overcome 
winter’s challenges and 
become the stronger, wis-
er and more resilient ver-
sion of yourself – a winter 
weather warrior.

Kathy Dalby, chief execu-
tive officer for Pacers Running, 
is no stranger to cold weather 
combat. A resident of the D.C. 
area for close to 20 years, Dal-
by is familiar with bundling 
up and taking full advantage 
of the great outdoors.

“There is something so 
serene about a snowfall run,” 
Dalby said. “I find that there 
are meditative qualities to it. 
Hitting the pavement or trail 
on a snowy day gives you 
a chance to experience the 
winter around you. I really 
enjoy it.”

The weather has been un-
predictable as of late – a cu-
rious blend of temperature 
patterns and variables, includ-
ing unseasonably warm days 
countered with frigid wind 
chills. Blame it on coincidence, 
global warming, the rain or 
your worn-out running shoes. 

Regardless of weather, 
winter isn’t just about sur-
viving, it is about mentally 
and physically adapting and 
thriving, overcoming the 
ups and downs and prepar-

ing for the opportunity that 
awaits us in the spring and 
summer months.

Spring races for the local 
runner are in abundance, in-
cluding and not limited to the 
hometown staple PNC Park-
way Classic 10-miler and 5K, 
held in April. Races like these 
are ideal motivators, and 
lights at the end of a tunnel 
during an often difficult time 
of year for most runners.

“The motivation from a 
spring race such as the PNC 
Parkway Classic helps a run-
ner invest in their training,” 
Dalby said. “When you have 
the opportunity to navigate 
routes that are affiliated 
with a race course ahead of 
the season, you get a boost 
of confidence and feel like 
you have a leg up against the 
competition.”

There are numerous ben-
efits of running during the 

Northern Hemisphere’s cold-
er months, focusing on the 
importance of continuity, 
maintaining forward mo-
mentum and exposure to the 
imperfect, Dalby said.

“Despite the winter, the 
waterfront is always open, 
and the trails are less crowd-
ed,” Dalby said. “Being bold 
on days that are less than 
ideal makes you appreciate a 
really nice day.”

Winter-weather running 
has proven to build mental 
and physical tolerance, pro-
vide a healthy dose of vita-
min D and create some head-
space during a frequently 
stressful and dormant time 
of year, research has shown.

However, it comes as no 
surprise that the winter sea-
son can present its own array 
of challenges. During a time 
of year where injuries statisti-
cally increase, it is important 
to consider your options and 
focus on the silver lining, es-
pecially on days when the el-

ements make it nearly impos-
sible to approach the outdoors 
in a safe and stable condition.

“Sometimes treadmills are 
a good alternative to keep your 
consistency going when the 
roads get nasty,” Dalby said. 
“Runners should also consid-
er taking this opportunity to 
cross train and utilize all of the 
great boutique fitness class-
es our city has to offer. ... Join 
a spin class, get in the pool or 
work on your strength.”

Exposure to the cold and 
dark winter weather demands 
bodily protection. Invest-
ing in quality running gear 
made from a combination of 
breathable, moisture wick-
ing, reflective and insulated 
materials is critical. Requi-
site running attire allows a 
runner to tolerate the colder 
temperatures, maintain con-
sistent body temperature, 
avoid overheating or under-
inflation and be seen by mo-
torists and cyclists. 

“Making sure you are 

outfitted for 10 to 20 degrees 
warmer than the real feel 
temperature, is the rule of 
thumb,” Dalby said.

More valuable than the 
clothes on your back is the 
company you keep. Moti-
vation, singular focus, ac-
countability and safety are 
all prophesied in number. 

Whether you are trying to 
find a place to start or gain 
something new, your local 
running group is an invalu-
able resource. With the sheer 
number of running clubs in 
the Alexandria area, such as 
Pacers Alexandria, Potomac 
Runners, Northern Virginia 
Running Club, Port City Brew-
ing Company’s Joggers and 
Lagers or Murphy’s Run Club, 
you are bound to find your 
tribe, sharing in training with 
individuals of similar goals 
and ability levels during the 
winter months and beyond.

“Running isn’t linear,” 
Dalby said. “Whether you are 
a beginner or advanced, find 
a goal and stick to it. This 
time of year can test you, 
so design a plan as well as a 
backup and be okay with a 
shift in agenda to accommo-
date for the seasonal chang-
es. You may have bad footing 
or run slower, but don’t beat 
yourself up about it. Just get 
out there and enjoy.”

The writer is a Philadelphia 
native, marathon runner and 

an experienced journalist 
covering military affairs. 

She is a contributing writer 
to the RunWashington 

editorial and is a member of 
Northern Virginia Running 
Club. Contact Genevieve at 

Genevieve.Story@gmail.com. 

Become a winter weather warrior
HEALTH &   WELLNESS&HEALTH &   WELLNESS&
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BY KRISTIN SCHMITTEL

“How do I achieve better 
work/life balance?” 

I am asked this question 
daily when counseling cli-
ents about their careers. It’s 
one of the most common ar-
eas of career dissatisfaction. 

The term “work/life bal-
ance” started in the '80s and 
since then has grown into a 
buzzword that many people 
become fixated on trying to 
achieve. Unfortunately, work 
and life are part of a scale 
that never balances. So why 
do we spend time chasing the 
dream of the perfectly bal-
anced scale? 

The idea of balance as-
sumes that we have control 
and can perfectly compart-
mentalize the different ar-
eas and aspects of our lives. 
Ideally, we all would love to 
spend eight hours at work, 
eight hours at home and 
eight hours asleep. But, in 
the real world, it just does 
not work that way. With 
today’s remote work capa-
bilities, it has become even 
more complicated to hit that 
perfect balance, as we strug-
gle to balance so many work 
and life roles at the very 
same time. Our worlds are 
intertwined.  

In both personal and pro-
fessional environments, we 
are not the ones in control. 
We cannot control when the 
school closes early due to in-
clement weather conditions. 
We cannot control when our 
boss calls a last-minute meet-
ing to discuss a new propos-
al. We cannot control when a 
partner gets sick on the eve of 
a major presentation. Instead 
of balance, we need to talk 

about boundaries.
Boundaries are a way that 

we can exercise some control. 
Boundaries, if set appropri-
ately and practiced consis-
tently, can be effective in 
many areas of our lives. They 
help us establish healthier 
workplaces and drive up over-
all career satisfaction. They 
allow us to be present when 
we are at work and present 
when we are at home. They 
allow us a way to articulate 
priorities in life. However, 
they still allow flexibility for 
when we need to manage a 
crisis or switch roles.

Setting boundaries can be 
done in many different ways. I 
tell clients, “Do as the French 
do.” In 2017, France passed 
the Right to Disconnect Law, 
banning companies from re-
quiring their employees to 
respond to emails after work 
hours. Even though a similar 
law is unlikely to pass in the 
U.S., we can still, on a person-
al level, implement our own 
boundaries around this idea.

Start by turning off work 
notifications after a certain 
hour. That way you aren’t 
even tempted to open that 
email labeled urgent while 
out to dinner with your sig-
nificant other.  Set boundar-
ies around email timing. We 

all know the offices that op-
erate around midnight, 2 a.m. 
or 6 a.m. emails. Do not get 
caught up in that game. Set 
hours in which you are will-

ing to respond to emails and 
hours in which you are not. 

Remain consistent and 
outline your hours to your 
colleagues to avoid misun-

derstandings. Personally, 
I respond to emails from 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m., and, on the 

ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS AT YMCA ALEXANDRIA

OFFER ENDS JAN. 31ST 

GET A FREE GUEST PASS AT WWW.YMCADC.ORG

0$ ENROLLMENT 
FEE*

*Visit www.ymcadc.org  
or full details. 

HEALTH &   WELLNESS&
It’s not about balance, it’s about boundaries

KRISTIN
SCHMITTEL
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ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703-739-0001 
for rates and more information.

January 30
Homes

February 13
Retail

March 5
Camp Directory

February 6 
Finance

February 20 
Wedding

weekends, I only reply to 
emails for a defined period 
on Sunday afternoon. Use 
that recovered time to be 
present with your friends, 
your family or yourself. A 
healthy workplace will ap-
preciate someone who has 
respectable time boundaries.

Boundaries just aren’t set 
with work. They are set with-
in our personal lives as well. 
Communicate with your 
family when you are working 
from home. Let them know 
you need an allotted time to 
focus on work. Find a space 
where you can have that sep-
aration from personal life. 

Set the boundary of not 
replying to any personal text 
messages or email threads 
while you are working – yes, 
that group thread about last 
night's football game can 
wait. As great as it may feel 
to accomplish those personal 
tasks at work, that isn’t prac-
ticing healthy boundaries.  

Last, it’s important to 
establish boundaries early 
on and communicate them 
clearly as you move into 
a new job. Boundaries are 
best implemented within 
the first six months in a new 
role. While there is a period 

of transitioning and prov-
ing your worth upon arriv-
al, it is important not to 
overwork and overcommit 
early on. Set expectations, 
and don’t set yourself up for 
long-term burnout and ca-
reer dissatisfaction.

If you are able to set 
boundaries, both personally 
and professionally, I promise 
you will find greater career 
satisfaction. Trying to rigid-
ly balance work and life will 
inevitably lead to failure. Set 
healthy boundaries and work 
at being present in the role 
you are exercising. 

You are more valuable and 
productive to yourself and 
your employer when healthy 
boundaries are established. 
Avoid frustrating spillover, 
and make dysfunctional and 
toxic workplaces a thing of 
the past.

The writer is a career 
counselor at Del Ray Psych 

& Wellness. She enjoys 
helping a wide range of 
professionals maximize 

career and workplace 
happiness and specializes 

in career transitions. 
For more information on 

her services check out 
delraypsych.com or her IG 

account @talk2kristin.

If you are able to set boundaries, 
both personally and professionally, I 
promise you will find greater career 

satisfaction. Trying to rigidly balance work 
and life will inevitably lead to failure. Set 
healthy boundaries and work at being 
present in the role you are exercising.”

– Kristin Schmittel,
careeer counselor, Del Ray Psych & Wellnessl
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BY JORDAN WRIGHT

Sometimes the hardest 
reviews to write are the ones 
in which a show exceeds all 
expectations, shows that ex-
cel in all facets of production 
from onstage to backstage.  

I had a clue that the Little 
Theatre of Alexandria’s pro-
duction of “A Gentleman’s 
Guide to Love and Murder” 
would be a must-see show 
when I heard that Frank D. 
Shutts II was directing. But 
it wasn’t 'till I cracked open 
the playbill on opening night 
to find that Matt Liptak de-
signed the sets, Stefan Sittig 
was the choreographer, Jean 
Schlicting and Patti Crowley 
designed the costumes and 
the crack team of Ken and 
Patti Crowley did the lighting. 

This is a formidable crew 
of multi-award-winning pros 
whose productions consis-
tently dominate the WATCH 
Awards. Producer Mary Beth 
Smith-Toomey sure knows 
how to pick a winner.

What I wasn’t sure of was 
whether the acting and sing-
ing would be up to snuff. The 
musical has a lot of moving 
parts – 193 lighting cues, 
40 scene changes and scads 

of props. A few of the actors 
were familiar to me from 
the LTA stage, but not many. 
Most notably, the cast in-
cludes Chuck Dluhy, whom we 
saw in last year’s award-win-
ning production of “The 
Nance;” Derek Marsh, who 
was outstanding recently in 
“The Producers;” and Margie 
Remmers, longtime LTA sup-
porter and actor. 

The leads were played by 
actors either new to the stage 

or new to our area, and sev-
eral of them emerged as seri-
ous challengers to area actors 
with top notch vocal chops.

If you crossed author 
Edward Gorey, filmmaker 
Wes Anderson and compos-
ers Gilbert & Sullivan, you 
might be able to describe this 
eccentrically charming mu-
sical set in the Victorian Era. 

Based on Roy Horniman’s 
1907 novel “Israel Rank: The 
Autobiography of a Crimi-

nal,” it’s the story of Monty, a 
down-on-his-heels clerk liv-
ing with his mother, who has 
been disinherited and forced 
to work as a charwoman. At 
her funeral, an old fami-
ly friend arrives with proof 
that Monty is related to the 
D’Ysquith family, giving him 
claim to a title and a royal 
estate. The only hitch is our 
lovable hero is eight times 
removed from becoming the 
Earl of D’Ysquith. 

This quirky tale of retri-
bution opens with Monty al-
ready imprisoned for murder 
and writing his memoir. It 
then toggles back and forth 
from the young man’s cell 
to explain how he got there 
– eight murders, a rising 
career in a tony brokerage 
house led by his D’Ysquith 
uncle, who has taken pity 
on him, plus two mad love 
affairs. However, do not de-
spair for this once painfully 
shy, now increasingly bold 
and chronically endearing 
murderer. He’s got more 
than a few defenders who 
will happily take the fall to 
see him take his royal seat at 
High Hurst Castle.

Eleven actors, some 
in multiple roles, succeed 

mightily in bringing this 
fast-paced Tony Award-win-
ning musical to a crescendo 
of laughter and sophisticated 
wit. Credit everyone, but this 
reviewer was gobsmacked 
by lead actor Drew Goins as 
Monty Navarro, Alexandra 
Chace as Phoebe D’Ysquith, 
the hilarious Chuck Dluhy in 
nine different roles and Katie 
Weigl as Sibella Hallward.

An 11-piece orchestra, led 
by Conductor Christopher A. 
Tomasino with Concert Mas-
ter Steve Natrella, perform 
22 numbers ranging from 
comic operetta to love songs.

Book and lyrics by Robert 
L. Freedman, music and lyr-
ics by Steven Lutvak. With 
Kristin Jepperson as Miss 
Shingle; Audrey Baker as 
Miss Barley; Jordan Peyer as 
Tom Copley; and ensemble 
members Devin Dietrich and 
Allison Meyer.

Dazzling and dastardly. 
Race to the box office stat.

TimesLiving
‘A Gentleman’s Guide to Love  
and Murder’ exceeds expectations

COURTESY PHOTO
Drew Goins as Montague “Monty” Navarro and Kristin Jepperson as 
Miss Shingle. 

ARTS

CALENDAR
January and February events
Learn about the Civil War, listen to live music, practice 18th-century dance 
moves and more. | Page 20

HOMES
Design
2020 trends are influenced by everything from technology to culture. | Page 18

Run dates: Through Feb. 8
Where: The Little Theatre of 
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St.
For tickets and information: 
www.thelittletheatre.
com or 703-683-0496

IF YOU GO
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Part 2 of 2
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

At the turn of the de-
cade, design trends are be-
ing influenced by a slew of 
influences, from technolo-
gy to culture. 

Home decor directions 
are also influenced by film 
styles and sets, art exhib-
its and lifestyle trends, 
such as wellness and sus-
tainability. Travel contin-
ues to ignite interest in 
exotic locales. Motifs from 
Japan and Africa are par-
ticularly strong. 

One category that 
emerged in the past year 
is that of linear drawings, 
especially those depicting 
faces. Some were more clas-
sic, others more Picasso-es-
que, and the drawings have 
found their way onto lamp-
shades, pillows, fabric and 
plates. At Roche Bobois, a 
new collection of rugs de-
picts faces inspired by the 
artist Jean Cocteau. 

Florals, palms and veg-
etation – often powerful in 
uber scale – as well as exotic, 
animal, geometric and other 
graphic prints feed choices 
for wall coverings and fab-
rics. And textures provide 
surface interest, especially in 
a monochromatic scheme. 

Nature continues to be a 
muse, and that is not like-
ly to change anytime soon. 
Organic materials, includ-
ing lots of woven basketry 
and rattan, plus embellish-
ments like coconut shell 
beads, continue to draw 
from nature's palette. 

The incorporation of 
live plants into decor are 
continuing, with vertical 
walls perhaps gaining trac-
tion – both indoors and 
outdoors. While many like 
the concept, they fret over 
the maintenance. Here's 

one solution: At Cersaie, 
the international tile show 
in Bologna, there was a 
wall of foliage and pink 
roses that looked so in-
credibly realistic that vis-
itors actually touched it to 
check it out. It was made up 
of porcelain tiles printed 
with stunningly vivid im-

agery in a 3D quality.
The preferred overall 

look in furnishings is light 
– not so much in physical, 
but visual weight. Which is 
why wood finishes also are 
trending to the lighter side. 
The painted and stained 
gray that seemed to catch 
the fancy of kitchen cabinet 

manufacturers not so long 
ago seems to be waning 
in favor of warmer hues as 
well as colors. With the in-
sistence of blue in all areas 
of home decor, it wouldn't 
be a stretch to see it emerge 
in kitchens again.

Matchy-matchy has 
pretty much been ban-

ished – even with metals. 
While gold, still with a 
bit of rose gold and cop-
per hanging on, contin-
ues to win confidence, it's 
far more acceptable now 
to mix metals, especially 
silver and gold. A deft mix 
is what makes furniture 
pairings more attractive.

And performance fab-
rics are continuing to 
gain steam. The no-fade, 
mildew- and stain-resis-
tant materials now are 
produced by an enormous 
range of brands, some in 
tandem with Sunbrella or 
Crypton, the most well-
known outdoor fabric spe-
cialists. Sophistication of 
design and suppleness, as 
well as choices of colors 
and patterns – even luxe 
looks like velvet and leath-
er – are driving more con-
sumers to consider them 
for indoors, especially in 
family rooms or high-traf-
fic areas populated by 
children and pets.

That's because most of 
us, regardless of style pref-
erences, try to be practical. 
Whatever makes life easier 
sparks joy. Don't forget the 
clutter-free part. Thank 
you, Marie Kondo.

So what about the new 
year? A few new directions 
in home decor are in place, 
ready to evolve. Some oth-
ers are being talked up.

Expect to see more 
matte black, especially in 
kitchens and baths. Black 
faucets call attention to 
form. Solid black sinks can 
be very dramatic, as in one 
asymmetrical design from 
Thompson Traders. And 
steel? Framework for por-
celain vanities, taking a cue 
from furniture, is also com-
pelling. One handsome de-

HOMES 
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PHOTO/BACCARAT
Virgil Abloh designed an elegant limited-edition Crystal Clear capsule collection for Baccarat, which 
debuted in the brand's new boutique bar and lounge during Design Miami week.

Design trends set sail into 2020
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sign from Duravit features a 
slender frame that supports 
a white sink and shelf.

Of course, you’ll be see-
ing a lot of Pantone's color 
of the year: Classic Blue. Ev-
erywhere. In every product 
category. 

The latest buzz has noth-
ing to do with mid-century 
modern, even though it has 
to do with millennials. It's 
been dubbed "grandmil-
lennialism." It's all about 
a thirst for nostalgia, in-
spired by the cozy feel of 
their grandparents' homes. 
It's their spin on tradition-
al, with patterns a little 
chintzy, or at least with 
chinoiserie motifs. It's a 
decorating style that will 
dose out warm and fuzzy. 
Stay tuned.

Located in the sought-af-
ter southeast quadrant 
of Old Town, this sunny 
townhome offers an open 
floor plan and a two-car ga-
rage. The three-bedroom, 
2.5-bathroom home is part 
of the Ford’s Landing wa-
terfront community.

A kitchen remodel fea-
tures a luxury Wolf range, 
oven and microwave. Enter 
into the home while gazing 
at the Potomac River. Walk 
to King Street, local shops, 
dining and dog parks.

Enjoy all that Old 
Town has to offer from 
this walkable community. 
Ford's Landing was recent-
ly named one of the hot-
test neighborhoods in Old 
Town. It has the lowest av-

erage days on the market 
across the board with an 
average of 16 days.

McEnearney's Kristen 
Jones specializes in selling 
in this desirable community, 
where 12 houses were sold in 
2019.

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com 

Are you ready to 
climb those ladders 
to paint your home?  

 
TECH PAINTING 

is ready to help you 
protect your most 

valuable asset, so you 
can focus on doing 
something fun this 

year instead! 
 

Call us today to 
schedule a 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 

HOME OF THE WEEK

Sunny Ford’s Landing townhouse features remodeled kitchen

Address: 5 Franklin St., 

Alexandria, 22314

Neighborhood: 

Ford’s Landing

Price: $1,225,000

Year built: 1997

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 2.5

Square footage: 2,275

Parking: Two-car garage

Contact: 

Kristen Jones

McEnearney Associates

703-851-2556

Kristen@Kristenjones.com

Kristenjones.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMEOWNERS! Cold weather and the holidays will be here before 
you know it! Call us today to schedule your free estimate for 

interior painting! 703-684-7702 | techpainting.com
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PHOTO/VISIONNAIRE
Above: Marc Ange's Il Pavone capsule collection for the Italian 
brand Visionnaire is the designer's allegory to luxury.
Right: Pattern is rich in the maximalism movement. Designer 
Marcel Wanders designed these mosaic coffee tables, which can 
double as seating, for Bisazza.

COURTESY PHOTO
5 Franklin St. is steps to the 
Potomac River.

COURTESY PHOTOS
Top: Enjoy an open concept living/dining layout, perfect for entertaining.
Bottom: Upgraded Kitchen with stainless steel Wolf appliances.
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Time: 6 to 7 p.m. 
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org

JANUARY 30

BIRTHNIGHT BALL DANCE 
CLASS In preparation for George 
Washington's Birthnight Ball on Feb. 
15, learn 18th-century English coun-
try dancing from expert dance instruc-
tors. Those planning to attend the ball 
should attend and complete at least 
one dance class to become familiar 
with the figures and language for the 
ball. Classes will be held Jan. 30, Feb. 
6 and Feb. 13. 
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. 
134 N. Royal St. 
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
GadsbysTavern

FEBRUARY 2

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S ALEX-
ANDRIA TOUR Explore historic Old 
Town Alexandria as George Washing-
ton knew it. This 90-minute guided 
walking tour will explore sites associ-
ated with Washington and his closest 
colleagues, including John Fitzger-
ald’s warehouse, Captain’s Row, Gen-
try Row, the Apothecary shop, Ramsay 
House, Market Square, the Carlyle 
House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall Tavern, 
Gadsby’s Tavern and Washington’s 
townhouse.  The tour begins behind 
the Torpedo Factory’s south entrance, 
in front of Vola’s Dockside Grill. No 
reservations are required. 
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Location: 101 N. Union St. 
Information: suej020924@gmail.
com

FEBRUARY 5

MEET THE AUTHOR: BOB LEVEY 
During this month’s Hooray for Books! 
adult book club meeting, read “Larry 
Felder, Candidate” by Bob Levey, who 
will be there to discuss and sign the 
book. “Larry Felder, Candidate” offers 
penetrating insights into the contem-
porary worlds of journalism and poli-
tics. The book traces the personal and 
professional challenges of a career 
newspaper columnist who decides 
to leave his comfort zone to pursue a 
more meaningful calling. Little does he 
know what lies around the corner. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Hooray for Books!, 1555 
King St. 
Information: www.hooray4books.
com

FEBRUARY 7

KONDO VS. CHAOS ART EXHIBIT 
“Kondo vs. Chaos” explores the divide 
between those inspired by Marie 
Kondo’s theory of keeping only those 
things that bring joy and those who 
deal with chaos in their lives. The 
exhibit lasts from Feb. 7 to March 1, 
2020. 
Time: Opening reception Feb. 7 from 
7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.
org/exhibits

(HIS) STORY POETRY SHOW-
CASE Join the Athenaeum for (His) 
Story, an all-black showcase sharing 
stories through poetry. These stories 
are a celebration and testament to 
the strength black men have gained 

over years through wisdom, pain and 
struggle. Featured poets include 13 of 
Nazareth, Rodrick Minor, Khalil Hous-
ton and Micah Powell. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org/hap-
pening

ALEXANDRIA HARMONIZERS 
PRESENT YALE WIFFENPOOFS 
The Alexandria Harmonizers present 
the 2020 Yale Whiffenpoofs at the 
George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial. This ensemble, now with 
women, is the world’s oldest colle-
giate a cappella group and has been 
long celebrated for its excellence. The 
award-winning Harmonizer chorus 
will also perform. Enjoy the fun and 
artistry of the legendary Whiffenpoofs 
and of the Harmonizers, now in their 
71st year. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Location: George Washington Ma-
sonic National Memorial, 101 Calla-
han Drive 
Information: www.Harmonizers.org

FEBRUARY 8

JOHN CARLYLE 300TH BIRTH-
DAY CELEBRATION Wish a very 
happy 300th birthday to Alexandria 
town founder, Col. John Carlyle. 
Festivities will include 18th century 
dancing, live music and a birthday 
treat. Admission is free, but donations 
are welcome. 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m. 
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St. 
Information: www.novaparks.com/
parks/carlyle-house-historic-park

UNDER THE SAME ROOF: EN-
SLAVE AND FREE SERVANTS 
AT THE LEE-FENDALL HOUSE 
Explore the Lee-Fendall House from 
the perspectives of the enslaved and 
free African Americans who lived 
and worked in the home as domestic 
servants, both before and after the 
Civil War. Hear the stories of the many 
people who built and shaped the 
Lee-Fendall House over the course of 
its history. 
Time: 2 to 3:15 p.m. 
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St. 
Information: www.leefendallhouse.
org

16TH ANNUAL ALEXANDRIA 
WAREHOUSE SALE Deemed the 
region's “Super Bowl of Shopping 
Event,” this fun, yet casual, free to 
enter event will include a variety of 
new boutiques and retailers not only 
located in Alexandria but throughout 
the Metro region. Deal seekers will 
find the very best from Alexandria’s 
and the region’s finest retailers and 
indie brands with various brands of 
clothing, shoes, jewelry, home furnish-
ings and more up to 80 percent off 
retail prices. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: The Westin Alexandria, 
400 Courthouse Square 
Information: www.oldtownbou-
tiquedistrict.com/alexandria-ware-
house-sale

JANUARY 23

THIRD ANNUAL CIVIL WAR 
LECTURE SERIES The Athenaeum 
is holding its third annual Civil War 
lecture series exploring various facets 
of this tumultuous time for both Alex-
andria and the nation. The first lecture 
is “Stories of Triumph and Loss” 
from Executive Director of the Carlyle 
House Andrea Tracey. She will explore 
the histories of the nurses, doctors, 
stewards, soldiers and Alexandria res-
idents who found themselves at the 
Carlyle House property and the Man-
sion House Hotel in what was known 
as the Mansion House Hospital during 
the Civil War. Lectures also occur on 
Feb. 27 and March 26. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org

JANUARY 24

FISH MARKET BLUES NIGHT 
Join Fish Market for a night of live mu-
sic featuring local blues band, Denise 
Henderson & The Fellas. Drink spe-
cials will be available during the show 
and there is no cover charge. 
Time: 8 to 10 p.m. 
Location: Fish Market, 105 King St. 
Information: www.fishmarketva.com

JANUARY 26

SWING GADJO CONCERT Join 
The Athenaeum for a dynamic perfor-
mance with Swing Gadjo, a gypsy jazz 
band that plays Belgian-French gypsy 
guitarist Django Reinhardt’s world-fa-
mous tunes as well as wonderful 
pieces of the American Songbook. In 
either case, the music always swings 
and the melodies are haunting. 

CALENDAR

22,875 SF Office on 6Ac + 3.5Ac Corner on Main St
Former Shenandoah Valley Electric headquarters and adjacent development lot 
2mi from Bridgewater College, 7mi from JMU, 1mi from I-81. Bid live or online  

Details at TRFAuctions.com  |  (434) 847-7741  |  VAAF501

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
Wed, Feb.19 at 12:30 PM  |  147 Dinkel Ave, Mt Crawford, VA

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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Weekly Words

COMBINATIONS by Mark Feldman, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Is a guest of
8. ___-in email list
11. Decline
14. Dadaist Jean
17. First/second racetrack bet
18. Long johns
21. "Wonder Woman" star Gadot
22. Give too many tasks to
23. Setting ... or a hint to the two 

parts of 22-Across, respec-
tively

25. Jay of late-night fame
26. Bound
28. Bridge measure
29. Kimono wearer
30. Making ___ meet
31. More secure
33. High chair feature
35. Long-eared animals
36. Passing words, for short
38. Amass
40. Magazine for auto buffs ... 

or a hint to the two parts of 
38-Across, respectively

48. Where the smallest country 
is (Abbr.)

49. Without a clue
50. Evidence in Watergate
52. Like feathers, at times
58. Pledge drive giveaway
59. Goofs
61. Jeweler's tool

62. ___ tai
64. "Cool for the Summer" singer 

Lovato
65. Actor McGavin
66. Prep school bigwig
73. What valuables are kept 

under ... or a hint to the two 
parts of 66-Across, respec-
tively

75. Martini garnishes
76. Boxing decisions, briefly
78. Type of milk
79. War equipment?
80. Exam whose first answer is 

often E
83. Former Pirate Clemente
89. Israeli parliament
91. Designer Karan
92. Female graduates
93. Yellowfin tuna
95. College bill portion ... or a 

hint to the two parts of 
97-Across, respectively

97. Mattress support
103. Campus military org.
104. Yoga posture
105. Hens' home
107. Desiccate
110. Purina competitor
114. Little pieces of paper
116. Sluggers' stats
118. Dame Hess
119. Comedy show bit

120. Evasive explanation ... or 
a hint to the two parts of 
123-Across, respectively

123. Certain palm crease
125. Poet's "before"
126. Discreet entrance
127. Cold glassful
128. From Jan. 1
129. Each
130. Bygone carrier
131. Movie houses
DOWN
1. Square root of 49
2. It's in
3. Dos that may be picked
4. Mostly poisonous tree
5. Highlanders, e.g.
6. Heart chambers
7. Suppose to be
8. Former Giant Mel
9. Greek letters before chis
10. Entice
11. Issue (from)
12. Outlaw
13. Edifice (Abbr.)
14. Andre who won two U.S. 

Opens
15. MSNBC host Maddow
16. Satisfy
17. Barbershop's staff?
19. Stands on two legs
20. "Bark at me!"
24. Straw drinking may help treat 

one
27. They're written in red
32. Competitor
34. Letter ender
37. Not very enthusiastic
39. French vineyard
40. Director's cry
41. "It's ___-brainer!"
42. Scoundrel
43. "That's incredible!" feeling
44. Collar
45. Serious plays
46. Impressionist known for paint-

ing dancers
47. Ward off
51. Kind of wrestling
53. Custard concoction
54. Fiesta automaker
55. Lie in wait
56. Olympic fencing event
57. Refuse to admit
60. What paparazzi take, infor-

mally
63. ___-bitty
65. Slightly stale, say
66. Pawn
67. Exuberance
68. Suffix for billion
69. Netflix items since the late 

'90s
70. Clutter
71. Barely managed, with "out"
72. Helicopter part

74. Sacred text of 110-Down
77. Monsieur, in Spain
80. Set of principles
81. Busybody
82. Orchestral gong
84. Mac
85. Angsty music genre
86. Molecule with one strand
87. What e-cigarettes lack
88. Multivolume ref.
90. Canal site
94. Like the letters of "almost," 

alphabetically
96. Fake nail material
97. "Goldfinger" singer Shirley
98. Accompanying car
99. Mended, as socks
100. Hitch
101. "Proud" parents
102. Rot
106. ___ grigio
108. Saffron sources
109. Safe place
110. Faith with the second-largest 

following
111. Japanese dog
112. Some contain diamonds
113. Hip ending
115. Coupon-clipping sound
117. Garbage barge
121. HST's successor
122. Historical stretch
124. She gets sheared

ROGER AMOLE JR. (80), of Alexandria, Jan. 13, 2020

CHARLES B. FOSTER (83), of Alexandria, Jan. 18, 2020

ADRIANA M. LEON (21), of Alexandria, Jan. 10, 2020

ANNA LINT (91), of Alexandria, Jan. 12, 2020

JANICE PICKRELL (89), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 12, 2020

MARK REITER (74), of Alexandria, Jan. 15, 2020

JUNE SCHAEFFER (94), of Alexandria, Jan. 12, 2020

ELIZABETH VOZZOLA (95), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 10, 2020

DEATH NOTICES
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas JeffersonIt’s well documented that Alexandria’s supply of affordable housing 

has declined dramatically during the past 20 years. The downside of 
a growing city with revitalized neighborhoods is that poorer residents 
are often pushed out by rising rents.

Alexandria’s leaders have repeatedly said that providing more af-
fordable housing is a priority, and in recent years creative collabora-
tions have taken place with churches and nonprofits. The city has also 
required developers to provide small numbers of affordable housing 
units in exchange for density waivers – a tradeoff that we generally 
don’t think is a net gain for Alexandria.

More needs to be done, however, and outside-the-box thinking is 
necessary for real progress to occur. In that vein, we applaud the city’s 
approach of examining each rebuild of city buildings to see if provision 
of affordable housing units could be a part of the project.

The city’s largest landholdings are its various schools and school 
grounds, and numerous city schools are in need of repair or rebuilds. 
So it’s no surprise that the topic of whether affordable housing can be 
paired with city schools is now under consideration.

For years, the Times has challenged city leaders to back up their 
words with actions. But now that they’re trying to, there’s an uproar 
from many quarters.

Two specific school projects involving preliminary plans for co-lo-
cated affordable housing have come to light in the past week or so: 
Douglas MacArthur Elementary School and George Mason Elementary 
School, and there has been a predictable backlash of anger from parents 
and neighbors of these schools.

We think everything should be on the table for discussion surround-
ing affordable housing, but that that discussion should not take place in 
a piecemeal way, but rather as a citywide conversation.

Here are some of the questions that need to be considered and an-
swered by Alexandria’s residents, elected officials and city staff before 
moving forward with any plans to pair affordable housing and schools:

•Is it a good idea to pair affordable housing units with city schools? 
•Should it make a difference whether it’s with an elementary school 

or a middle or high school?
•Does it make a difference whether the proposed housing would be 

part of the same school building, as has been suggested with MacAr-
thur, or a stand-alone building on school grounds, as was floated for 
George Mason?

•If taking open space from city schools, as in the case of George Ma-
son, is under consideration for affordable housing, does it make more 
sense to examine small city parks where affordable housing could be 
built? This would eliminate some of the logistical and security concerns 
that would come with putting any housing project adjacent to a school.

While more needs to be done on affordable housing, and the option 
of pairing it with schools should be on the table, these larger questions 
need to be answered before individual projects are considered.

What rankled many regarding MacArthur is the late hour at which 
this proposal came forward, just before the school board was slated 
to vote on designs. The MacArthur community and members of the 
MacArthur Design Advisory Committee were right to be alarmed and 
upset with the way in which this has been proposed. 

Fueling both the concern and outrage of many residents is the 
knowledge that city leaders seldom float plans that aren’t already well 
on the way to being a fait accompli. Let’s have the larger discussion 
surrounding use of school property for affordable housing and then 
go from there.

Should affordable housing  
be built on school property?

To the editor: 
As a 20-plus year resident of Old 

Town Alexandria, it is obvious to ev-
eryone, with the possible exception 
of the anti-car crowd, that parking 
in Old Town becomes more problem-
atic by the year.  We lose parking to 
bikeshare, scooters, bike lanes, con-
struction zones and their workers, 
zoning development waivers, social 
engineering experiments and many 
other pet projects of our city staff 
and council.

The fact is that Alexandria is a 
city of neighborhoods with Old Town 
being one and perhaps the most dif-
ficult area in which to park.  More im-
portantly, Old Town’s demographics 
lean on the older side and expecting 
senior residents to ride bikes, scooters 
or other “micro-mobility” solutions is 
at best unrealistic and at worst, dan-
gerous even in the best of weather. 
Cars are a part of life here and to deny 
otherwise shows how city staff is be-
ing tone deaf to the real needs of the 

residents of the city.
First, build a municipal parking 

garage on the west side of Robinson 
Terminal North and route the trolley 
to it. If not, propose an alternative 
way to substantially increase public 
parking in Old Town. That will help 
ameliorate the parking crisis. Then 
and only then should we look at ini-
tiatives that further decrease parking 
such as the pedestrian plaza.

The anti-car, road diet, micro-mo-
bility, wetland destroying, supposed-
ly “green” initiatives that continue to 
dominate our city staff’s agenda is an-
tithetical to the will of the residents. 
It is time for all residents of all polit-
ical affiliations to vote every elected 
official in the city out of office. Let’s 
clean house, institute ethics reform, 
elect new voices from all parties and 
neighborhoods and make our city 
government reflective of the people 
who live and work here.

-Scott Collins,
Alexandria

A proposed solution to Old 
Town parking woes

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do 
not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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My View | Frank PutzuMy View | Chief  
Corey Smedley

As revealed last week, FOIA 
documents indicate that the Al-
exandria Department of Trans-
portation and Environmental 
Services officials confused the 
position of the Alexandria Fire 
Department, including depart-
ment safety concerns over lane 
reductions and other changes to 
Seminary Road.

It is also clear that following 
the Traffic and Parking Board’s 
June 24 vote to support maintain-
ing four driving lanes on Semi-
nary Road, the campaign to spin 
these concerns continued. All 
documents referenced in this se-
ries have been shared with the Al-
exandria Times.

In the aftermath of the TPB 
vote, and before the Sept. 14 city 
council hearing where the fi-
nal vote on Seminary Road took 
place, T&ES Director Yon Lambert 
pressed AFD  to “ensur[e] that our 
departments are unified as we ad-
dress issues that are of strategic 
importance to the city.”  T&ES 
seemed preoccupied with present-
ing a unified message in the run-
up to the Sept. 14 hearing.  

Meanwhile, Local 2141, the 
firefighters’ union, was correct-
ing statements implying that 
they were on board with the road 
diet for Seminary Road.  In one 
email, Union President Megan 
Ellzy wrote “[t]he Local does not 
support any traffic pattern that 
would hinder emergency vehicle 
traffic.” Ellzy further stated that 
Local 2141 had “not been given 
or reviewed any research on the 
traffic patterns and how these 
options might effect emergency 
vehicles,” and that her position 
precluded her from testifying at 
the council hearing.

AFD officials sent an un-
prompted email to T&ES on Aug. 
16 saying it “was a part of the 
Complete Streets Program and 
discussions surrounding the Sem-
inary Road project,” and it was 
willing “to consider” the road diet.

On Aug. 27,  T&ES Deputy Di-
rector Hillary Orr told AFD that 
T&ES wanted to use the Aug. 16 

statement for an Alexandria Times 
story as AFD’s public position and 
characterized it as AFD’s choice of 
the road diet as the preferred al-
ternative.  Orr also requested AFD 
testify at the public hearing.

Newly named Acting Fire Chief 
Corey Smedley quickly responded 
that “we need to sit down prior 
with DCMs, Yon/myself, 
you and [Michael] Cross 
first.”  In this context, 
DCM likely stands for 
“Deputy City Managers,” 
and no reason is given for 
why DCMs needed to be at 
such a meeting.  

In a response two min-
utes later, Orr fired back 
at Smedley that “we are going with 
the [Aug. 16] email response you 
sent to me, so we need to all just 
hold to that talking point since it 
is out there now.”  

Despite this rebuke, AFD did 
not sign off on simply releasing 
the Aug. 16 statement, and con-
tinued with internal edits.  

The next day, Aug. 28, AFD 
forwarded a revised version of 
the Aug. 16 email. AFD said its 
Complete Streets involvement 
was a narrow “limited discussion 
of Fire and Emergency Lanes,” 
and deleted reference to fire de-
partment discussions with T&ES 
on the Seminary Road Complete 
Streets project. AFD also insist-
ed that any changes had to meet 
lane width requirements for 
emergency vehicles.  

The passage stating that AFD 
was willing “to consider” a road 
diet remained.  The city charac-
terized this cautious and qualified 
phrase as an endorsement of the 
road diet. 

AFD leaders were apparently 
so alarmed at this exchange that 
they prepared a detailed internal 
memorandum before the Sept. 14 
hearing defending its stance. It 
further verifies that AFD leader-
ship consistently stood its ground 
on the seriousness and validity of 
safety impacts from changes to 
Seminary Road.

When the issue was brought 

before city council on Sept. 14, 
attachment 8 in the public mate-
rials purported to represent AFD 
“Comments on Seminary Road 
Project.” It was the initial Aug. 16 
email only, not the amended and 
correct statement the department 
had submitted on Aug. 28.  

During the council public hear-
ing, Smedley offered a 
statement that appears 
confined to a choice be-
tween the road diet and 
hybrid road diet, and not 
the four-lane configu-
ration the TPB recom-
mended as an option.

Smedley testified 
that any configuration 

must meet necessary criteria, in-
cluding “turning radius, obstruc-
tions that prevent traffic from 
yielding to us or from us taking 
over a lane” and lane widths. 
However, the myopic approach 
provided the façade of support 
T&ES needed from the fire de-
partment to push the road diet. 

It appears that the city’s ef-
forts to present a unified message 
to the public and “hold to that 
talking point” were successful.  

After the split 4-3 council vote 
to adopt the road diet, work on 
Seminary Road began almost im-
mediately. Concrete islands and 
pedestrian roadway barriers were 
installed. As recently as Octo-
ber, Smedley told the Alexandria 
Federation of Civic Associations 
that none of the fire department’s 
equipment is built to mount con-
crete barriers, resulting in po-
tential harm to equipment and 
heightened risk for the safety of 
first responders and patients. De-
spite these concerns – which AFD 
had raised since the TPB chair first 
informed it of a potential road diet 
– these hazards remain.

In the next and final piece in 
this series:  Records disclose how 
the city dismissed additional pub-
lic safety concerns.

The writer is Representative of Area 
8 of the Seminary Hill Association 

designated to review the FOIA.

On Jan. 20, the Alexandria Times pub-
lished a summary it prepared of selected 
emails between city transportation and 
fire officials. This summary does not ac-
curately reflect the work leading up to 
the new design of Seminary Road. I want 
to reassure the community that the Fire 
Department participated in the design 
process for Seminary Road and is satis-
fied that appropriate measures have been 
put in place for us to safely travel before, 
during and after an emergency call.

The emails summarized by the Times 
centered on discussion between two 
design options. The Fire Department 
preferred the design labelled "Option 
3" over the one proposed by transporta-
tion staff, and Option 3 was ultimately 
adopted by city council and exists on 
the roadway today.

The Times chose to summarize 
emails from only one 90-day period in 
mid-2019. As a result, the summary does 
not include any of the discussion that 
took place before or after that period. 
This includes initial discussion between 
transportation and fire officials about 
Seminary Road in 2018 and early 2019, 
and further discussion of Option 3 in 
late 2019 prior to its eventual adoption.

Our first priority will always be the 
safety of our community and our staff. 
Our staff has not reported any diffi-
culties in using Seminary Road since 
the implementation of the new design 
began in October 2019.

The writer is chief of the 
 Alexandria Fire Department. 

 
 Publisher’s Note: See page 1 

story, “Times Analysis: Seminary 
Road FOIA docs” for details on an 
internal AFD timeline listing AFD 
communications with city officials 

on Seminary Road. The first entry on 
the timeline is dated June 10, 2019.

‘Hold to that talking point’Fire Department provided 
input on Seminary

COREY SMEDLEY

FRANK PUTZU
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Poor Robert's Ruminations
with Rob Whittle

Only in Alexandria
Some things could only happen 

in Alexandria. For example, only 
here does the water company make 
the return slip in your bill upside 
down. Only here do we take a ma-
jor commuter thoroughfare and get 
rid of a lane in favor of 
a couple of rarely used 
bike lanes. Only on Lee 
Street do residents have 
to spend thousands of 
dollars on Halloween 
candy – the chief ben-
eficiary of this, other 
than the kids, are the 
“social Safeway” and 
area dentists. Only here 
do realtors outnumber 
all other professions combined – 
or, at least it seems that way.  You 
get the idea.

Funny things happen in Al-
exandria that could only happen 
in Alexandria. Years ago, during 
George W. Bush’s administration, 
I attended the 8 a.m. service at 
Christ Church. I’ve since changed 
my affiliation, but that’s another 
only-in-Alexandria story. When I 
arrived, there were multiple EMS 
vans, police cars and black Esca-
lades outside the church. I thought 
to myself, “This has got to be the 
President” who, I knew, by tradi-
tion, visited Christ Church at least 
once during a term. It is, after all, 
the church of George Washington 
and Robert E. Lee.

When I was allowed through the 
door, I saw that my suspicions were 
correct. There, across the way in the 
presidential pew, was W right on the 
aisle next to First Lady Laura Bush 
and what appeared to be several 
other family members. The church 
was abuzz as we all felt honored by 
the presidential visit.

When it came time for commu-
nion, the parishioners filed to the 
altar and exited stage left, which 
brought us down the aisle where 
the president sat. There developed 
a logjam as everyone in their turn 
greeted the president, shaking his 
hand and welcoming him. When it 

came to my turn, W looked up at me 
with a huge grin and boomed, “Hey 
Rob! How you doin’?”

Whoa, I almost fell down! I felt 
as though a big, unexpected gust 
of wind had knocked me back. The 

whole Bush family was 
laughing at my reaction. 
Then, looking down the 
pew, I spotted W’s brother 
Marvin and understood. 
Marvin was a friend and 
had put his brother up 
to the prank. All I could 
manage was, “Good one, 
Marvin.”

While we’re on the 
subject of Christ Church, 

I have another only-in-Alexandria 
story. My business partner Andy 
Williams and I purchased the build-
ing at 711 Princess St. as our agency 
headquarters, two hundred years 
after the first owner, Rev. David 
Griffith, built the original part of 
the house as the rectory for Christ 
Church. Griffith was the third 
rector of the church and presided 
during the time of Washington. 
Andy and I always said the building 
had good karma.

Shortly after we bought and ren-
ovated the place, we found ourselves 
as one of the stops on the Virginia 
Garden Tour. My mother came up 
for the event and, like everyone, 
received a pamphlet describing 
the provenance of the home. Later, 
my mother showed the writeup to 
great aunt Frances in Winchester. 
She immediately understood the 
significance of the building and 
proclaimed to my mom, “Does Rob 
know that the Reverend Griffith is 
his sixth great grandfather?” 

Well, no I certainly did not 
know. What a coincidence. No 
member of my family is even from 
Alexandria. The great aunt provid-
ed me with silhouettes of Griffith’s 
daughters as keepsakes. I always 
said it was a typical Whittle real 
estate deal, paying good money for 

ROB WHITTLE

My View | Justin Wilson

As the General Assembly be-
gan its 2020 session, I, like many 
Virginians, was excited to see his-
tory unfold. I was especially proud 
to watch Alexandria’s own Del-
egate Charniele Herring elected 
as the first woman and first Afri-
can-American majority leader in 
the House of Delegates.

The Alexandria City Coun-
cil has adopted an 
aggressive legisla-
tive package to en-
sure that our voice 
is heard during this 
session. There are 
so many issues that 
the General Assem-
bly must tackle over 
the next two months, 
but one in particular 
stands out – combat-
ting the threat of climate change.

There’s no doubt that climate 
change poses a threat to our plan-
et, to our children’s future and to 
humanity itself. You don’t have to 
look any further than the flooding 
we experience in Old Town and 
impacts of severe storm events to 
see that we’re already feeling the 
effects right here in Virginia. We 
need to act, and we need to act 
quickly. Unfortunately, when it 
comes to climate change, Wash-
ington is failing us, so it falls to 
leaders in Virginia and in cities 
across the country to lead.

Our leaders in Richmond have 
an opportunity and a responsibility 
to lead, and in the process, they can 
put Virginia on the cutting edge 
when it comes to taking on climate 
change at the state level by passing 
the Virginia Clean Economy Act. 
This bill, if it becomes law, will re-
quire that 100 percent of Virginia’s 
electricity come from clean sourc-
es by 2050, eliminate all pollution 
from our utilities and achieve those 
goals in a way that will create tens 
of thousands of jobs and protect 
ratepayers in the process.

Here in Alexandria, we’re 
working to do our part to com-
bat climate change. Just last year, 
we adopted our updated Envi-
ronmental Action Plan 2040. If 
we succeed, Alexandria will re-

duce and eventually eliminate 
our community greenhouse gas 
emissions, purchase 100 percent 
of our power from clean energy 
sources, make our buildings more 
energy efficient and clean up 
transportation in our city.

But we cannot do it alone. 
In addition to tackling climate 
change at the state level, the Vir-

ginia Clean Economy 
Act will help Alexan-
dria achieve our climate 
goals in several ways.

First, the bill will help 
local governments like 
ours purchase clean elec-
tricity through power 
purchasing agreements. 
Alexandria is committed 
to making the electricity 
we purchase 100 percent 

clean, and an agreement like this 
could be a powerful tool to help us 
achieve that.

Next, the bill opens up solar 
power to more residents, not only 
by reducing barriers homeown-
ers face when they want to install 
rooftop solar, but also by creating 
shared solar projects that give rent-
ers and homeowners who might 
not be able to afford their own so-
lar panels access to all the benefits 
of solar power. This will reduce our 
community’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions and in many cases reduce 
people’s overall power bills.

Lastly, the Virginia Clean Econ-
omy act makes big investments 
in energy efficiency, including in 
public facilities. Making our public 
buildings more energy efficient not 
only reduces the amount of power 
we consume as a city, but also re-
duces the cost of running the city 
for taxpayers.

Our children’s future depends 
on our leaders in Richmond acting 
on climate change. I hope our lead-
ers in Richmond, both in the Gen-
eral Assembly and in the adminis-
tration of Gov. Ralph Northam (D), 
rise to the occasion and take bold 
and meaningful action by passing 
the Virginia Clean Economy Act.

The writer is mayor of the City of 
Alexandria. 

We need a cleaner economy in Virginia

JUSTIN WILSON
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week 
Do you listen to podcasts?
32% I listen to multiple podcasts each week.
32% I have never listened to a podcast. 
26% I listen occasionally. 
10% I listen to about one a week.

This Week 
What do you think of possibly using school property to 
build affordable housing units? 
A) I love it. It's a creative way to increase affordable housing.
B) It's worth exploring, but I have concerns.
C) I could support it for some schools but not others.
D) Co-locating affordable housing units with schools is a 
bad idea.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day is a day on, not a day off.  
A day on, improving the com-
munity; meeting the needs 
of the least fortunate of our 
people; avoiding the failures 
of separate but equal. We re-
spect this day honoring King 
through the determination, 
grit and sacrifices 
of many motivat-
ed people. 

As we reflect 
on MLK Jr., the 
1963 March on 
Washington for 
Jobs and Freedom 
comes to mind. We 
must remember 
the spirit of unity, 
hope and love for 
one another that 
it fostered. Remembering is 
especially important in this 
current toxic environment 
where racial animosity is so 
prevalent and overt. 

Lillian Stanton Patter-
son, a former curator at the 
Alexandria Black History 
Museum, said she remem-
bers the eve of the march. 
She recalls the excitement 

she felt when passing the 
Lincoln Memorial, so color-
ful with massive floodlights 
in preparation for the next 
day’s big event.

That sight strengthened 
Patterson’s resolve to par-
ticipate in the march. At the 
march, she and her friends 

arrived at the far 
end of the reflec-
tion pool. They 
were excited to 
be in the crowd 
but were unable 
to see the podium 
speakers. It was a 
historic day for-
ever etched in her 
memory.

Many Alex-
andrians partici-

pated in the march. Among 
them were Gwen Day-Fuller 
and her family, who rode the 
chartered bus to Washing-
ton. Day-Fuller, now a retired 
teacher, shared memories 
of her participation in the 
March on Washington. She 
recalled the struggle for civ-
il rights and the inspiration 
felt by the thousands there 

on that historic day. 
“I grew up in a southern 

city under many unfair laws 
and circumstances. We could 
not do many things that 
white children could do. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. had a 
wonderful name throughout 
the country and people were 
talking about him. 
It was just such an 
honor to think that 
I might have an op-
portunity to be at 
arm's length from 
him and to be able 
to hear him speak 
about what was go-
ing on in the country 
with regards to civil 
rights.

"One evening we 
had gone to visit relatives 
and as we were saying our 
good-byes at the door, a car 
with about four men came 
around the corner and start-
ed yelling the ‘n-word’ from 
the window and actually 
threw firecrackers in the 
midst of our group.  I was the 
one who got injured. I had a 
burn on my leg and I had to 

be rushed to the hospital. I 
think that was one of the 
high points, in terms of neg-
ativism around this for me. 

"There were thousands 
of people from all over the 
world at the March. There 
was such a feeling of calm-
ness and peace and love and 

people just 
seemed so filled 
with hope.  And 
I think that's 
how we were 
feeling too, to 
think that this 
minister was 
coming to speak 
to all of Ameri-
ca about the 
problems we 
had and to come 

up with some solutions.”
Here we are, 57 years lat-

er. Much progress has been 
made but we are still fighting 
the battles for equality and 
freedom with faith, love and 
commitment.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

MLK Day is a day on, not a day off

LILLIAN
PATTERSON

GWEN 
DAY-FULLER

something that had already 
been in the family.

On a per-capita basis, Al-
exandria seems to lead the 
nation in:

•Road construction, speed 

bumps, overturned scoot-
ers, realtors as noted, street 
flooding, high-end grocery 
stores, lengthy letters to the 
editor, ice cream stores, asso-
ciation headquarters, Demo-
crats, seemingly never-open 
wig stores on a single block.

But we love Alexandria, 
right? You transplants from 
California to the New York 
island, from the redwood 
forests to the gulf stream 
waters, this town was made 
for you and me. Oh, and for 
that handful who are actual-

ly from here, you too.

Rob Whittle is CEO 
of Williams Whittle 

Advertising and is the 
author of two historical 

novels, “Pointer’s War” and 
“Pointer and the Russian.”
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AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

EDUCATION/CAREER
TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING  – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204- 4130

FARM EQUIPMENT
GOT LAND? Our Hunters 
will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 
1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED/
DRIVER

Need CDL Drivers? 
Advertise your JOB 
OPENINGS statewide or in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
to reach truck drivers. Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

.
FOR SALE

Executive desks, executive 
chairs, conference room table 
w/6 chairs, bookcases, file 
cabinets, white boards, end 
tables, wood kitchen table 
w/6 chairs, map cabinet, and 
more. Contact Bill, 703-836-
0100, to view all items.

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

Professional Organizer in 
Alexandria, Virginia.
I am a hands-on professional 
organizer, I sort through 
and declutter by donating, 
recycling and organizing the 
keeps. A clutter free home is 
very important to the mind.  
Keep Calm & Just Organize; 
Call/text me now @ 
(304) 320-5595. www. 
lavenderorganizes.com

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
FY 2021 Combined Funds Budget 
during the regular School Board 
Meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
January 23, 2020, in the School 
Board Meeting Room located at 
1340 Braddock Place, Alexandria. 
For more information or to register 
to speak at the public hearing, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board at 
703-619-8316 or email boardclerk@
acps.k12.va.us.

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VIR-
GINIA

FINANCE DEPARTMENT/PUR-
CHASING DIVISION

SUITE 301 - BANKER'S SQUARE
100 NORTH PITT STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

22314

Sealed proposals for the City of 
Alexandria per specifications will be 
received in the office of the Purchas-
ing Division until the date and time 
designated as follows:

Title: Request for Proposals No. 882, 
BOND COUNSEL

Closing Date and Time: February 
20, 2020 at 3:00 p.m., prevailing 
local time.

For general inquiries contact James 
Pearson, Contract Specialist, at 
james.pearson@alexandriava.gov.

The City of Alexandria reserves the 
right to reject any and all proposals, 
cancel this solicitation, and to waive 
any informalities or irregular-
ities in procedure.  THE CITY 
REQUIRES ITS CONTRACTORS 
TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYERS

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 2020

The item described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commis-
sion on the date and time listed 
below. The Planning Commission 
reserves the right to recess and 
continue the public hearing to a fu-
ture date. For further information, 
call the Department of Planning 
& Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
www.alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2020
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for the Planning Com-
mission to adopt a resolution to set 
its meeting schedule and establish 
continuation dates for meetings.
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

RESOLUTION TO SET PLAN-
NING COMMISSION MEETING 
SCHEDULE 
AND ESTABLISH CONTINUA-
TION DATES FOR MEETINGS

WHEREAS, pursuant to Code of 
Virginia § 15.2-2214, the Planning 

Commission has the authority to 
set the date of its regular meetings 
and dates to which it may continue 
those meetings if the chair (or 
vice chair) finds and declares that 
weather or other conditions are 
such that it is hazardous for mem-
bers to attend the meeting.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF ALEXAN-
DRIA, VIRGINIA THAT:

1. The Planning Commission will 
meet on the following dates:
February 4, 2020

•March 3, 2020
•April 7, 2020
•May 5, 2020
•June 2, 2020
•July 7, 2020
•September 1, 2020
•October 6, 2020
•November 5, 2020
•December 1, 2020
•January 5, 2021
•February 2, 2021
•March 2, 2021

2. If any meeting needs to be 
continued, it will be continued to 
the next Thursday that is not a legal 
holiday.  If the next Thursday is a 
legal holiday, then the hearing will 
be continued until the next Tues-
day, that is not a legal holiday.  

ADOPTED: February 4, 2020
_________________________
NATHAN M. MACEK, CHAIR, 
PLANNING COMMISSION

ATTEST:
_________________________
KARL W. MORITZ, SECRETARY

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 2020

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 

and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future date. 
For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2020
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 

2020
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

22314

Planning Commission Statement 
of Recognition of William “Al” 
Cox

Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for the Planning Com-
mission to adopt a resolution to set 
its meeting schedule and establish 
continuation dates for meetings.

Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Discussion Item: Draft FY 2021 
Long Range Planning Interdepart-
mental Work Program 

Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Informational Item: Small Busi-
ness Practical Updates

Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Informational Item: Arlandria 
and Del Ray Plans Update Fall 
Engagement

Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Special Use Permit #2019-00093 

Classifieds
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109 South Alfred Street - Mount 
Purrnon Cat Cafe 

Public Hearing and consider-
ation of a request for a Special Use 
Permit to operate a restaurant and 
animal care facility with overnight 
accommodation; zoned: CD/Com-
mercial downtown. 

Applicant: Kristin Cowan

Special Use Permit #2019-00094 
3202 Old Dominion Boulevard - 

Substandard Lot
Public Hearing and consideration 

of a request for a Special Use Permit 
for the development of a single-fam-
ily dwelling on a developed substan-
dard lot; zoned: R-8/Single-family 

Applicant: Karina Vera-Lopez, 
represented by Frank Durkin, 
designer

Encroachment #2019-00007 
219 King Street - Two Nineteen 

Restaurant Encroachment 
Public Hearing and consideration 

of a request for an Encroachment 
into the public right-of-way at 
the rear of the restaurant for the 
enclosure of a trash storage area, 
restaurant equipment and stairs; 
zoned: KR/King Street urban retail. 

Applicant: Yupaporn Charoentra, 
represented by Paul Solon, architect

Special Use Permit #2010-00021
3402 Mount Vernon Avenue – 

Popeye’s Special Use Permit Review
Public hearing and consideration 

of suspension or revocation of Spe-
cial Use Permit #2010-00021; zoned: 
CG/Commercial general.

Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Special Use Permit #2019-00104
1022 Pendleton Street and 521 

North Henry Street - Rooming-
house

Public Hearing and consideration 
of a Special Use Permit request for 
a five-year review and for a change 
of ownership of a roominghouse; 
zoned: CSL/Commercial service 
low.

Applicant: Janice Lee Howard

Text Amendment #2019-00008
Wireless Facilities
(A) Initiation of a Text Amend-

ment; and (B) Public Hearing and 
consideration of a Text Amend-
ment to Sections 6-403 and 7-1200 
of the Zoning Ordinance to amend 
provisions relating to telecom-

munications and wireless facility 
regulations.

Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Master Plan Amendment #2019-
00004 

Eisenhower East Small Area Plan 
Amendment 

(A) Initiation of a Master Plan 
Amendment; and (B) Public 
Hearing and consideration of an 
amendment to the Eisenhower East 
Small Area Plan Chapter of the 
Master Plan, to replace the chapter 
approved in 2003. 

Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Development Special Use Permit 
#2019-00007

Special Use Permit #2019-00109
Special Use Permit #2019-00110
Transportation Management Plan 

Special Use Permit #2019-00108
1112 First Street - Aspire Alex-

andria
Public Hearing and consideration 

of a request for a Development 
Special Use Permit and Site Plan 
to construct an age-restricted 
six-story multifamily building with 
a ground-floor restaurant, includ-
ing Special Use Permits to allow 
a restaurant use, for a parking 
reduction for both proposed uses 
and loading, and for an increase in 

density, and for a transportation 
management plan; and a modifica-
tion of the open space requirement; 
zoned: CRMU-H/Commercial 
residential mixed use (high).

Applicant: BRG Tony’s Gulf, 
LLC, represented by M. Catharine 
Puskar, attorney

THE FOLLOWING CASE(S) 
WILL BE HEARD BY THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
ONLY AND BY CITY COUNCIL 
ONLY UPON APPEAL:

Newport Village Resource Protec-
tion Area (RPA) Exception Request

4898 West Braddock Road
Public Hearing and consideration 

of a request for an exception, pur-
suant to Zoning Ordinance Section 
13-119, to allow a new encroach-
ment of up to 4,791 square feet of 
impervious surface in a Resource 
Protection Area (RPA) in connec-
tion with the future redevelopment 
of a multifamily residential proper-
ty; zoned: RA/Multifamily.

Applicant: UDR Newport Village 
LLC, represented by Ken Wire, 
attorney

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 2020

The item described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commis-
sion and the City Council on the 
dates and times listed below.  NO-
TICE: The item listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future date. 
For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2020
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
LEGISLATIVE MEETING (FOR 
INFORMATION ONLY)
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2020
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
(FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2020
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

City Charter Section 9.06 Case 
#2019-00004
1315 Duke Street and 225A South 
Payne Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Planning Com-
mission to review whether the 
proposed purchase of property by 
the City of Alexandria is consistent 
with the City of Alexandria Master 
Plan pursuant to Section 9.06 of the 
City Charter.
Applicant: City of Alexandria

For reasonable disability ac-
commodation, contact Graciela.
Moreno@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

Classifieds

DAM SAFETY AND FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT
www.dcr.virginia.gov/floodawareness
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These are just a sampling of Babs’ 2019 Old Town sales. 
If you’re thinking of buying or selling your home in 2020, 
call Babs and let her expertise work for you!  

703.627.5421  |  Babs@BabsBeckwith.com
www.BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292
Equal Housing Opportunity

Babs BeckwitH
SELLS OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA
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