
Council denies  
neighbors’ appeal 
BY LUKE ANDERSON

City council voted unan-
imously at its public hear-
ing on Saturday to allow 
the Alexandria Presbyteri-
an Church to move forward 
with its expansion project at 
1302 W. Braddock Road. 

The project was pre-
viously approved by the 
planning commission in 
November. Following the 

commission’s unanimous 
approval, Richard Weib-
linger and Andrew Ander-
son, two neighbors who 
live close to the church, 
filed an appeal alleging 
that the project violated 
two Alexandria zoning or-
dinances related to “pur-
pose and intent.”

Specifically, the appel-
lants argued that the ex-
pansion would disturb the 
established character of 
the neighborhood and the 

well-being of residents and 
bring additional traffic to 
an already congested area.

During the public hear-
ing, 24 people from both 
sides of the issue voiced 
their opinions. All members 
of APC who spoke were in 
favor of the church’s expan-
sion, whereas most – but not 
all – of the neighborhood 
residents who spoke were 
against it.

Planning commission 
approval could set stage 
for redevelopment
BY LUKE ANDERSON

Since shutting down al-
most eight years ago, the 
Potomac River Generating 
Station in Old Town North 
has remained fenced off and 
unused. However, there may 
finally be movement toward 
redevelopment of the site.

Potomac Electric Power 
Company, owner of the 25-

acre site at 1300 N. Royal St., 
is scheduled to go before the 
Alexandria Planning Commis-
sion on March 3 with a plan to 
divide the property into three 
separate lots. If approved, the 
subdivision would make it eas-
ier for PEPCO to keep certain 
parts of the property and sell 
the rest to developers.

The power plant itself 
is owned by GenOn, a pow-
er company that has a 99-
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The Mt. Vernon Trail narrowly separates the shuttered GenOn power 
plant from the Potomac River.

The Alexandria Times' new  
podcast, Speak Easy, is out now. 

Find us on Spotify, iTunes and Google 
Play – or wherever you listen to podcasts. 
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Close to Home

Corinne Winburn's Prince Street home is full of art, history and photography. Winburn's 
home – and a new event space she rehabilitated on South Union Street – are testaments 
to her passion for historic preservation. Read more about how Winburn transformed a 
rundown Prince Street house into a home in this month's Close to Home on page 11.
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 32 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

Light filled 4 bedroom 3.5 bath end townhouse on a spacious 7,958 sq. ft. lot across from the Belle 
Haven golf course and a few blocks from the riverfront.  Hardwood floors on 2 levels, 2 wood burning 
fireplaces and freshly painted interior.  Master suite with modified en suite bath with soaking tub and 
walk-in shower.  Finished walk-out lower level with 4th bedroom, 3rd full bath and family room with 

wet bar and French doors to the deep fenced yard with flagstone patio. 

OLDE BELHAVEN TOWNE

$744,000

ROSEMONT

$989,000 - Under Contract
Lovely 3 bedroom 3 

bath home with many 
recent updates in a prime 
location just a few blocks 

from 2 Metro stations 
shopping and restaurants 

in Old Town and Del 
Ray!  Open main level 
featuring a living room 
with built-ins, gourmet 
kitchen with breakfast 
bar, sitting room and 

dining room with French 
doors to the fenced yard with beautiful custom stone 
patio for entertaining.  Upper level with 3 bedrooms 

including the Master suite with a barn door to en 
suite bath. Lower level recreation room lots of built-

ins, bonus room and laundry. 

OLD TOWN

Unique 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath historic property built 
in 1800, formerly a store, has been transformed 
into a beautiful home. Living room and dining 
room with gas fireplace and custom built-ins. 
Gourmet kitchen with adjoining family room. 
Upper level family room with gas fireplace and 

2 bedrooms each with en suite baths. Charming 
brick patio and off street parking in community lot. 

895,000 -  SOLD

DEL RAY

Beautiful 4 bedroom (all upper level), 3 bath colonial 
with off street parking.  Prime location just a short 

stroll to shopping & restaurants on “The Avenue” and 
Braddock METRO. Living room with gas fireplace 
and formal dining room.  Eat-in kitchen with granite 

counters, 42” natural wood cabinetry and adjacent fam-
ily room with abundant windows. Lower level features a 
recreation room, 3rd bath, laundry and storage rooms.  

$1,075,000 - SOLD

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS 

Coming Soon

Lovely 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath brick and stone colonial 
with attached garage built by a prominent builder in 
1948 as his personal residence.  Over 4,600 sq. ft. of 
interior space with generous room sizes, tall ceilings, 

custom built-ins and 3 fireplaces. Many recent updates 
including a brand new Master bath and replacement 
windows throughout. Spacious fenced lot features 
a large flagstone patio, outdoor fireplace, irrigation 

system and exterior lighting.  
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Alfredo Da Silva, 89, a 
Bolivian born artist and 
photographer who achieved 
international recognition, 
was struck and killed by 
a car while crossing Duke 
Street last Sunday, accord-
ing to an Alexandria Police 
Department news release.

Police responded to a re-

port of a pedestrian struck 
at the intersection of Duke 
Street and Cameron Station 
Boulevard at 7:52 a.m. on 
Sunday. Da Silva was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, 
according to the release. 
The driver remained on the 
scene and was interviewed 
by police.

Born in Potosi, Bolivia 
on Feb. 20, 1935, Da Silva 
was known primarily for his 
abstract work using water-
colors. He worked in relative 
obscurity in Bolivia until, in 
1959, he was awarded one 
of the highest honors for an 
international artist by the 
Salon Nacional de Pintura 

in Buenos Aires. Two years 
later, Da Silva traveled to 
Washington D.C., where he 
held a one-man show at the 
Pan American Union. 

APD asks that witnesses 
with information about the 
crash contact Officer Jessica 
Johnson at 703-405-2787.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Ya-Gút St., new East-
ern eatery opened at 682 N. 
Saint Asaph St. on Jan. 16 
and is bringing gelato and 
bubble tea to Old Town.

Located in front of Sun-
day in Saigon, Ya-Gút St. 
offers gelato, desserts and 
bubble tea in fun flavors 
like dirty black sugar crème 
brûlée boba and pinot noir 
blackberry gelato. 

The restaurant is still op-
erating under its soft open-
ing hours, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
with plans to eventually 
open at 6:30 a.m.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

The Hyatt Hotels Corpo-
ration opened its latest bou-
tique hotel, Hyatt Centric 
Old Town Alexandria, on 
Jan. 22, according to a news 
release.

The 124-room hotel is 
the second Hyatt Centric 
to open in Virginia, after 
Hyatt Centric Arlington. 
Hyatt Centric Old Town Al-
exandria includes a fitness 
center, modern design that 
evokes the city’s history and 
French & Southern, a new 
restaurant that draws in-
spiration from Parisian and 
Southern cuisine, according 
to the release.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Shared office space and 
coworking brand ALX Com-
munity opened a second 
location on the city’s water-
front on Tuesday, according 

to a news release.
ALX Community’s new 

location at 201 N. Union St. is 
two levels and includes pri-
vate office space, dedicated 

desks, flex seating and event 
and conference spaces, in-
cluding a 5,000-square-foot 
conference center, according 
to the release. 

As part of a collaboration 
with The Art League, the 
space will also feature rotat-
ing pieces by local artists.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Internationally renowned artist killed in Duke Street crash

Ya-Gút St. 
comes to Old 
Town

Hyatt Centric 
opens on  
upper King

ALX Community expands to the waterfront

Support us by  
supporting them! 

Our advertisers are our 
partners in bringing you 
the news every week.
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The pets-in-waiting are asking Santa for a home of their own this 
holiday.  Your donation sustains them while they wait.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Charming Cookie and her best friend Mint are a package deal.  This 
2-year-old calico and her 4-year-old  best friend do everything 

together.  Called a “bonded pair” these two buds are ready to find 
new digs together, and maybe at your house. 

Double your fun, adopt two cats, and enhance  
the cheer-quotient in your household.

Adoption information:    
https://alexandriaanimals.org/adoption-information/  

 

THANK YOU

~ Phoenix  ~ 

~ Double Mint  ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Hicks Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

Does Your Dog Need a Break?

Package rates 
available!

Dog Walks      Potty Breaks      Exercise      Mental Stimulation      Play

Schedule a consultation today!
571-438-2323      PassionatelyPets.com

We offer 15, 30, or 60 minute visits!

Ask about our puppy packages!

Annual Visit Alexandria 
meeting details new 
businesses, visitor 
trends
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Each year, Alexandria’s 
official tourism organiza-
tion, Visit Alexandria, an-
swers a loaded question in 
our constantly evolving city: 
What’s new?

The new decade brings 
with it a lot of new initia-
tives and businesses in the 
city, from an influx of Asian 
restaurants to expanded 
black history programming. 
Visit Alexandria represen-
tatives detailed several of 
these new happenings at its 
2020 What’s New meeting at 
the Carlyle Club on Jan. 24.

For the first time in re-
cent years, Visit Alexan-
dria representatives also 
presented tourism data 
based on primary research 
on Alexandria, rather than 
national trends. Research 
firm Destination Analysts 
collected the data about Al-
exandria from about 3,000 
people from various loca-
tions along the East Coast, 
some of whom have visit-
ed Alexandria and some of 
whom have not.

Additionally, a demo-
graphic profile of survey 
respondents who have vis-
ited Alexandria within the 
past three years found 72.1 
percent of visitors were 
married, 82.3 percent were 
college educated, 59.5 per-
cent were employed and 
79.8 were Caucasian. The 
average age was 52.8, the 
average household income 
was $120,437 and there was 
an even split between males 
and females. 

History continues to be 
the city’s pièce de résistance, 
as 56.2 respondents listed it 
as the first thing that came 
to mind when they thought 
of Alexandria. History more 
than doubled the second 

highest response, ambiance 
and atmosphere, which 24.3 
percent of respondents pri-
oritized.

Another standout in the 
data was attraction to the 
waterfront. In a portion of 
the survey where respon-
dents were shown photos of 
scenes around Alexandria – 
which included shops along 
King Street, cobblestone 
roads and historic sites like 
Mount Vernon – the photos 
that performed the best were 
those with water. 

“Our historic character is 
really important but showing 
a place that’s on the water is 
very inspirational to people 
as a place that they want to 
visit,” Vito Fiore, director of 
marketing and research for 
Visit Alexandria, said. “… 
Being a waterfront destina-
tion is something that a lot 
of places do not have. I think 
that that makes it all the 
more important that our wa-
terfront has new offerings.”

One of those new water-
front offerings is the new 
public art installation that 
will replace “Mirror Mirror” 
in March. “Wrought, Knit, 
Labor, Legacies” by Olalekan 
Jeyifous will feature a series 
of sculptures and ground 
murals that will frame the 
city’s African American his-
tory. The installation will be 
located at Waterfront Park 
through November as part 
of the Office of the Arts’ 
“Site/See: New Views in Old 
Town” series. 

An increase in black his-
tory programming and ex-
periences will be a recurring 
theme in 2020, Claire Moule-
doux, vice president of com-
munications for Visit Alex-
andria, said.

In addition to the new 
public art installation, the 
Alexandria Black History Mu-
seum is expanding its African 
American interpretations 
this year, the Office of His-
toric Alexandria is helping 

to develop an African Amer-
ican heritage waterfront trail, 
Manumission Tour Company 
is debuting a new tour this 
spring and the city is slated to 
purchase Freedom House, the 
historic site of a former slave 
trading firm. 

On the business front, a 
slew of new establishments 
have planned opening dates 
in 2020.

This spring, the city plans 
to welcome Mount Purrnon 
Cat Café on South Alfred 
Street, Get Air Trampoline 
Park on South Pickett Street 
and Misha’s second location 
at the former Olde Towne 
Gemstones site near the wa-
terfront.

While he hasn’t an-
nounced an opening date 
yet, Monte Durham of “Say 
Yes to the Dress: Atlanta,” 
plans to open a new hair 
salon on Union Street near 
Hotel Indigo this year, a ven-
ture that could potentially 
result in another TV show for 
Durham.

“As you can see, I have 
said 'yes' to Alexandria wa-
terfront,” Durham said at the 
meeting. “I am very proud to 
say that I have been tapped 
on the shoulder by a produc-
tion company out of L.A. that 
has signed a contract to do a 
sizzle reel on the hair salon, 
hopefully to take that to a 
network and sell it so we’ll 
have a show on that.” 

On the restaurant scene, 
Visit Alexandria point-
ed out an increase in new 
Asian restaurants and 
sweet spots. Following sev-
eral new Asian restaurants 
opening in 2019 – including 
Ya-Gút St., Kung Fu Kitch-
en and Spice Kraft Indian 
Bistro – at least eight new 
Asian spots are slated to 
open in 2020.

Keep an eye out for new 
establishments in the Times’ 
business and foodie sections 
throughout 2020.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

What’s new in Alexandria 
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1120 N. FAIRFAX STREET, OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 | www.potomackcompany.com | 703.684.4550 | VA#0704

Fe b r u a r y  8  Au c t i o n

Robert Rauschenberg 
(American, 1925-2008) Sling-Shots 

Lit #1 1985, signed, numbered 14/25 
Mixed media: 84 1/2 x 38 1/4 in.

George Grosz (German, 1893-1959) Bockbier, 
1929 Watercolor, reed pen and pen and ink 

on paper: 18 x 24 1/2 in.

John Rubens Smith (American, 1775-1849)
 Along The Juniata, Oil on canvas: 39 x 50 1/4 in.

Hugh Bolton-Jones (American, 1848-1927) 
Rocks and Field, Oil on panel: 

12 1/2 x 20 in.      

The Sperling Porcelain Collection 
Incl. Five Vienna Augarten Porcelain 

Figures of Modern Women 

Tiffany Studio “Zodiac” Part Desk Set: 
4 Blotter Ends, Stamp Box, Inkwell, Pen 
Tray, Note Hook, Desk Clock, Calendar

AUCTIONS ~ APPRAISALS ~ ART ADVISORY ~ ESTATE SALES
WASHINGTON DC’S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE

Swedish William Hinn Mid-Century
 Dresser/Credenza                                                                                     

Turquoise, 
Diamond and 

18K 
Yellow Gold 

Brooch   

2.57ct Emerald 
Cut Diamond 

and 
Platinum Ring      

New England Chippendale Cherrywood 
Blockfront Chest on Chest, Probably 

Massachusetts or Connecticut, 
Third Quarter 18th Century

Thomas Sully (English, 1783-
1872) Sarah, Oil on canvas:

 20 x 14 in.      

Chinese Underglaze 
Blue and White 

Molded Vase, Mounted 
as Table Lamp, 
Qing Dynasty

Louis Remy Mignot (American, 1831-1870) 
Sunset, Oil on canvas: 9 x 13 in.

Vintage Six-Strand Sap-
phire Bead Bracelet with 

Diamond and 14K 
White Gold Clasp

American Figural Carved 
and Painted Naval Officer, 

Style of Samuel 
Anderson Robb      

Rolph Scarlett (American, 
1889-1984) Red and Black 

Tempera: 10 x 8 1/2 in. 1120 N. Fairfax Street, Old Town Alexandria, VA 22314 |  info@potomackco.com  |  703-684-4550 | VA#0704

Galt & Bro. Jewlers of Washington, D.C.  
 Sterling Silver Three-Piece Repousse Tea Service, 

SEEKING CONSIGNMENTS

Honoré Daumier (French, 1808-1879) Les Buveurs, 
Wash and pen and ink and charcoal on paper: 8 x 9 1/2 in. 

Provenance:  Private collection
 This will be included in the new edition of the Catalogue 

Raisonné of Honoré Daumier by K.E. Maison

IMPORTANT DAUMIER DISCOVERY

View Our Catalogue at www.potomackcompany.com 

To set up a February appointment, contact: isabelle@potomackco.com 

Tuesday, Feb. 11, 12pm-5pm
Native American and Western Art

Meet Potomack’s Native American specialist to estimate 
your items for our upcoming Auction

Saturday, Feb. 1, 10am -2pm
Modern and Contemporary Art 

Meet our specialists to discuss consigning

Ronald Reagan 
Signed Photograph 

with Cabinet 
Members and 

Presidential Aides

Alexandria, 
Virginia, 

Coin Silver 
Cup, 

W. A. Williams  

Pair of Gucci Silverplate Models of Dachshunds
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“We are residents who live 
here every day and who see 
these streets and these issues 
every day,” Weiblinger said.

He presented photo-
graphs of bumper-to-bumper 
weekday traffic lining near-
by Scroggins Road, which 
often makes it difficult for 
residents to pull out of their 
driveways. Largely due to 
navigational apps, Scroggins 
is often used as a cut-through 
for motorists traveling from 
King Street to West Braddock 
Road, according to Weib-
linger. Although the pho-
tos of the traffic were taken 
during the week, Weiblinger 
said he fears the photos rep-
resent what Sundays would 
also look like, should the ex-
pansion happen.

The neighborhood is al-
ready home to several other 
churches, including Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church 
on West Braddock Road and 
First Baptist Church on King 
Street. Blessed Sacrament also 
operates as a school during the 
week, and T.C. Williams High 
School is located close by on 
King Street.

Some parents in the neigh-
borhood walk their children 
to school, Weiblinger said. 
Currently, narrow sidewalks 
run directly beside West 
Braddock Road and there are 
no sidewalks on Scroggins 
Road or Roosevelt Street. 
These conditions, in conjunc-
tion with the high volume of 
traffic, are hazardous for pe-
destrians, Weiblinger said.

Additionally, many res-
idents said they were un-
comfortable with the size of 
the new church, which is ex-
pected to have a footprint of 
22,794 square feet. They ar-
gued that the structure will 
be disproportionate to nearby 
homes and will alter the char-
acter of the neighborhood.

Councilor Amy Jackson 
expressed concern that the 
building might obstruct vis-
ibility for oncoming traffic at 
the intersection and suggest-

ed installing stop signs and 
crosswalks.

“We need something 
there,” Jackson said. “I know 
it will always be backed up at 
certain times, and those stop 
signs might actually help – 
instead of an actual light at 
that intersection – to help the 
flow of traffic and safety.”

Weiblinger agreed that in-
stalling stop signs would in-
crease safety, but worried that 
they would cause further back-
up on West Braddock Road.

Previous studies showed 
that that intersection does 
not warrant a stop sign, ac-
cording to Ryan Knight, a 
city civil engineer. 

City staff plan to conduct 
a broader traffic study this 
spring, Urban Planner Car-
son Lucarelli with the De-
partment of Planning and 
Zoning said.

APC conducted its own 
traffic study in January 2019. 
According to the study, the 
church expansion would not 
increase cut-through traffic 
on Scroggins Road. Some res-
idents argued that the study 
was not accurate because it 
relied on traffic patterns ob-
served during the federal gov-
ernment shutdown last year.

“The data collected by the 
applicant is considered val-
id because it closely mirrors 
numbers previously collected 
by the city in recent years,” 
Lucarelli said. “It should also 
be noted that church uses are 
most intense on Sundays when 
the government is closed.”

APC attorney Cathy Pus-
kar said that APC accounts for 
less than 1 percent of traffic 
volume during the week and 
only has a 4.2 percent impact 
on traffic volume during the 
peak hour on Sunday.

Lucarelli said that the 
current site plan also in-
cludes updates to the exist-
ing sidewalk on West Brad-
dock Road and sidewalk 
installations on Scroggins 
Road and Roosevelt Street.

Many residents spoke of 

Alexandria Children's Dentistry 
taking care of your 

Visit our website, www.lovekidsteeth.com for more information!

DEL RAY 
(703) 341-4418

609 East Monroe Ave 
Alexandria, VA 22301

LANDMARK 
(703) 942-8404
6303 Little River  

Turnpike #345  
Alexandria, VA 22312

Conveniently located in both 
the Landmark and Del Ray 
neighborhoods of Alexandria 
— now accepting  
new patients!

Three board-certified  
pediatric dentists and a super 
fun team to give your child 
the best dental experience!

Fast and painless laser  
dentistry means fillings  
without numbing or needles!

APC FROM | 1

SEE APC | 23

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

February 13
Retail

March 5
Camp Directory

February 20
Wedding
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year site lease agreement 
with PEPCO. Between name 
changes, spin-offs and merg-
ers, there have been a number 
of different names attached 
to the site through the years.

The current agreement 
began in 2000 with South-
ern Energy Potomac River. 
Other names that have been 
attached to the site include 
Mirant, GenOn and NRG. 

“My understanding of 
what this subdivision is do-
ing is that ... it would enable 
a fee ownership of the land,” 
Jeffrey Farner, deputy di-
rector of the Department of 
Planning and Zoning, said. 
“So rather than a long-term 
lease, it would be a fee own-
ership, which would enable 
the future redevelopment.”

Fee ownership is more 
flexible than leasehold own-
ership, according to Zillow. 
Essentially, a fee simple 

owner has ownership of the 
property and can use the 
land as they wish. The buyer 
of leasehold real estate does 
not own the land; instead, 
they have the right to use it 
for a pre-determined period 
of time, according to Zillow.

As laid out in the proposed 
subdivision, Lot 1 – the larg-
est lot at 818,944 square feet 
– contains the power plant 
and an administrative build-
ing and is the area most like-
ly to be redeveloped.

PEPCO plans to hold onto 
Lot 2 – 164,734 square feet 
– which encompasses a park-
ing lot at the site’s northern 
end, and Lot 3 – 121,285 
square feet – which contains 
an electrical substation.

The coal-fired power plant 
began operations in 1949 to 
provide power to Washington 
D.C. and serve as a backup for 
the Pentagon, according to 
Bill Skrabak, deputy director 
of infrastructure and envi-

ronmental quality with the 
Department of Transporta-
tion and Environmental Ser-
vices. The plant provided no 
power for Alexandria.

In the last few decades of 
its operation, PRGS gained a 
reputation as a major source 
of air pollution. In the early 
2000s, residents living in close 
proximity to the power plant 
began complaining of black 
dust covering their balconies.

Two Alexandrians – Eliz-
abeth Chimento and Poul 
Hertel – paid to fund research 
on the black dust. Through 
the  investigation they found 
that the dust originated from 
PRGS, uniting the communi-
ty against the plant and the 
potentially adverse health 
risks it posed.

By 2004, city council 
formed and appointed a 
monitoring committee led 
by city council members Del 
Pepper and Paul Smedberg. 
The Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality and 
the State Air Pollution Con-
trol Board became involved, 
and the plant was shut down 
in 2005; however, it reopened 
a month later due to reliabil-
ity issues of the electrical 
transmission grid.

In 2006, PEPCO installed 

1207 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 
703-549-4040 

www.lamplighterlamps.com 

The Lamplighter 
FINIALS 

These little giants add 
the finishing touch to 
your lamp and show 
attention to detail in 
your décor! Come in 
today and see what they 
can do for you! 

Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

Support our  
award-winning  

education program and  
innovative concerts

Serving 
40,000+ people 

annually

Visit www.alexsym.org or  
call 703-548-0885

PHOTO/LUKE ANDERSON
The GenOn Power Plant as seen from North Royal Street

POWER PLANT FROM | 1

SEE POWER PLANT | 9
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updates to the transmission 
grid that allowed sufficient 
electricity to be generated 
without the plant operating. 
Still, the plant continued op-
erations under an EPA Ad-
ministrative Consent Order.

“They wanted to move 
forward and we kept block-
ing them,” Pepper said. “It 
was kind of like a stalemate, 
in my opinion.” 

In July 2008, GenOn 
agreed to place $34 million 
dollars in an escrow account 
for the city to spend on air 
pollution control equipment. 
The city used $2 million of the 
escrow money before GenOn 
pulled out of the agreement 
and agreed to permanently 
close the plant in exchange 
for the return of the remain-
ing $32 million.

“We practically fell off our 
chairs because that meant 
we had won,” Pepper said. “It 
wasn’t a matter of who wins 
and who loses; it’s a matter of 
cleaning it up.”

The plant shut down for 
good on Oct. 1, 2012.

In 2013, during regula-
tory testing on the site, pe-
troleum was detected in the 
soil’s subsurface. Approx-
imately 17,000 gallons of 
heating oil had leaked into 
the ground from two of the 
facility’s 25,000-gallon un-
derground storage tanks.

The spill affected around 
12,000 square feet of land 
stretching from the PRGS 
basement to the Mt. Vernon 
trail, which winds between the 
plant and the Potomac River.

Groundwater samples col-
lected from a retaining wall 
at the river’s edge “contained 
detectable concentrations of 
petroleum contaminants con-
sistent with heating oil,” ac-
cording to the VDEQ website.

NRG, which owned the 
power plant at the time, ini-
tiated a remediation program 
in 2015. Although the plant 
has since been sold back to 
GenOn, VDEQ has continued 
to oversee remediation since 

the program began.
“There was significant 

contamination at the time 
of the start of the case,” Alex 
Wardle, a remediation special-
ist with VDEQ, said. “[GenOn 
is] in the process of monitor-
ing to see whether they need 
to do anything further before 
we grant them closure. But 
we’re still a couple years out 
before making any decisions 
in relation to that.”

While active remedia-
tion ended in September 
2019, groundwater monitor-
ing wells on the site are still 
tested every three months 
for key petroleum contam-
inants, Wardle said. Cur-
rently, the contaminants do 
not pose any health risks to 
humans or the environment.  
If petroleum levels rebound, 
additional remediation may 
be necessary.

A certain level of oil is 
likely to remain in the soil. 
Typically, 50 percent of con-
tamination will degrade over 
a two- to three-year period; 
therefore, it is rare to see 
all contamination removed, 
Wardle said.

Although any potential 
developer would need to be 
notified of the oil spill, rede-
velopment would not require 
eliminating all of the petro-
leum in the soil.

“Nothing in the petroleum 
program precludes them from 
moving forward with redevel-
opment,” Wardle said.

“Unfortunately, we are 
waiting for the property 
owner to move forward in 
terms of either redevelop-
ing themselves or selling 

the property to a develop-
er,” Farner said. “One of the 
things we heard from them 
was that an important first 
step was to create a master 
plan of what the city and the 
community were expecting 
so when they either redevel-
op it or put it in the market 
to be redeveloped, they know 
the city’s and the communi-
ty’s expectations.”

In 2017, city council ad-
opted an update to the Old 
Town North small area plan 
that would designate the 
area as an arts district.

For the PRGS site spe-
cifically, the plan involves 
extending existing streets 
onto the property and cre-
ating an urban street grid. 
The plan also suggests en-
hancing views of the Poto-
mac from the waterfront. 
With the power plant gone, 
an additional two to four 
acres of public space could 
be added along the water. 
Landscaping of public spac-
es and parks would incorpo-
rate existing railroad tracks 
as an ode to the area’s in-
dustrial history.

With input from advisory 
groups and the communi-
ty, the updated plan laid out 
expectations for future rede-
velopment. In the meantime, 
GenOn still has 79 years left 
on its site lease agreement 
with PEPCO, which could 
complicate things.

“PEPCO and GenOn will 
have to work out future own-
ership of that,” Skrabak said.

Until then, Alexandrians 
will have to wait a little longer.

-landerson@alextimes.com

Is Popping Up 
@ the Warehouse Sale

Westin Alexandria
400 Courthouse Square

DressCode Style

Saturday Feb.8
9-4

A distant heir to a family 
fortune sets out to speed 
up the line of succession by 
using a great deal of charm...
and a dash of murder.
This Tony Award winning 
musical is not to be missed!

www.thelittletheatre.com

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

A Gentleman’s Guide 
to Love and Murder
JAN 18-FEB 8, 2020

POWER PLANT FROM | 8

There was significant contamination 
at the time of the start of the case. 
[GenOn is] in the process of monitoring 

to see whether they need to do anything 
further before we grant them closure. 
But we’re still a couple years out before 
making any decisions in relation to that.”

– Alex Wardle,
remediation specialist, VDEQ
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Virginia Munson Hammell
Virginia (Ginny) Munson 

Hammell, 75, passed away 
peacefully in Fairfax, Vir-
ginia on Friday, Jan. 17, 2020. 
Born and raised in Summit, 
New Jersey, Ginny made 
her home in Alexandria 
where she lived for many 
years. Ginny is survived by 
her husband, Air Force Col. 
Henry G. Hamby III, Ret. 
(Tack), her daughter, Hilary 
Hammell, a lawyer in Cali-
fornia, her grandson, Otto 
Raymond Ernst Hammell, 
her son-in-law, Zackary 
Raymond Ernst, and sever-
al nieces and nephews.  She 
was predeceased by her first 
husband, architect Robert 
Palmer Hammell, her son, 
Davis Munson Hammell, 
her brothers Dwight and 
Charles Munson and her 
parents Ena (Bowers) and 
Charles Munson. 

Ginny leaves a wonderful 
legacy of friends that date 
back to her early childhood 
days in Summit (SHS ’63), 
her college classmates and 
many co-workers world-
wide. A graduate of Hood 
College ’67 (BA in econom-
ics) and Loyola College ’78 
(MBA), she continued her 
studies at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Grad-
uate School. She earned her 
CPA certification in ’84.

Her intriguing work ca-
reer included a position at 
the Aga Khan Foundation, 
setting up banking rela-
tionships abroad; Princeton 
University as a division di-
rector; the National Asso-
ciation of State Universities 
and Land-Grant Colleges 
(NASULGC), lobbying for 
international programs; the 
Department of Agriculture 

where she supported the 
rural grants program; and 
was the finance director 
for the Business School at 
George Washington Univer-
sity (GWU). After retiring, 
she stayed professionally 
involved by working part-
time as a CPA. 

Ginny was generous in 
her support of the organiza-

tions she loved. She gifted 
her beloved Hood College 
a simulated-trading room. 
The Virginia Munson Ham-
mell ’67 Trading Room was 
completed in 2015. Through 
Ginny, Hood students were 
given instant access to world 
of finance and stock trading, 
a world that was an integral 
part of Ginny’s professional 
life. Having a sincere con-
cern for the plight of the 
homeless, Ginny became 
part of Community Lodg-
ings, a transitional housing 
program in Alexandria. She 
served on Board of Directors 
for more than 10 years donat-
ing her time, talent and mon-
ey to its support. She was an 
active member of the Order 
of the Daughters of the King 
and both Christ Church and 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
in Alexandria. 

In recent years, Ginny 
spent her winters on the 
east coast of Florida where 
she enjoyed playing bridge, 
scrabble and reading. She 
was a fiercely loyal and gen-
erous person to her friends, 
always providing a shoul-
der to lean on, and will be 
missed by everyone who  
knew her. Through her en-
riched experiences, avid 
reading and strong intellect, 
Ginny was an unusually in-
teresting conversationalist. 
She had a zest for life that 
included a keen interest in 
art and politics.

A memorial service will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 22 at 2 
p.m., at Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church in Alexandria. In lieu 
of flowers, donations to Com-
munity Lodgings, 3912 Elbert 
Ave. Alexandria, VA 22305 
would be appreciated.

COURTESY PHOTO

William Griffith Thomas
William Griffith Thomas, 

of Irvington, Virginia and 
Livingston, Montana, died of 
heart failure on Jan. 23, 2020. 
He was born on Nov. 1, 1939 
in Washington D.C. He is 
predeceased by his parents, 
Henry Phineas Thomas and 
Margaret Carr Robertson; 
and his brother, Henry Alex-
ander Thomas.  

He graduated from Ran-
dolph-Macon Academy, at-
tended Williams College and 
Richmond College, and re-
ceived his J.D. degree from 
the University of Richmond 
Law School.

He was married to the love 
of his life, Suzanne Campbell 
Foster, in 1960.  After grad-
uating from law school, the 
couple moved to Alexandria 
where he opened his own 
law office. He was a found-
ing partner of Thomas, Kent, 
Haddock & Sewell, in 1970 

which evolved over the years 
to Hazel & Thomas, which 
merged with Reed Smith, 
LLP in 1999.  He continued to 
practice law with Reed Smith, 
LLP, primarily in Richmond 
until his retirement in 2018. 
Much of his practice was de-
voted to representing clients 
before the Virginia General 
Assembly and Virginia gov-
ernmental agencies.  

He was an active member 
of the Episcopal Church and 
served his church in many 
ways including: senior war-
den of St. Paul’s, Alexandria; 
president of the St. Paul’s Al-
exandria Foundation; and as 
a vestry member of St. Paul’s, 
Millers Tavern.

He was active in politics 
for much of his life.  In 1968 
he was appointed Secretary 
of the Virginia Democratic 
Party and in 1970 was elect-
ed Chairman of the Virginia 

Democratic Party.  He was a 
close advisor to both Gov-
ernor Charles S. Robb and 
Governor Gerald L. Baliles 
during both their campaigns 
and terms in office. 

During his life he served 
on a variety of professional 
civic, educational and corpo-
rate boards and commissions 
including: The Uniform Law 

Commission; The American 
Law Institute; The Ameri-
can College of Real Estate 
Lawyers; as a fellow of The 
Virginia Bar Association; 
Virginia State University; 
the University of Richmond; 
the Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts; the Center for Innova-
tive Technology; the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Airports 
Authority; the Federal City 
Council of Washington; Vir-
ginia Electric & Power Com-
pany, now Dominion Energy,  
and Perpetual Savings Bank.

He loved his family and 
friends and enjoyed duck 
hunting, shooting in En-
gland, golfing and fly fishing 
with all of them.

He was a member of many 
clubs including at his death, 
the Commonwealth Club of 
Richmond, the Metropolitan 
Club of Washington D.C., and 
Burning Tree Club in Bethes-

da, Maryland.
He is survived by his wife 

of 59 years, Suzanne Fos-
ter Thomas, his two sons, 
William Griffith Thomas, 
III (Heather) and Alexan-
der Young Thomas (Brigid), 
and his daughter Margaret 
Campbell Thomas Konkel 
(Brian), five grandchildren, 
Caroline Margaret Thomas, 
Sarah Lamont Thomas, Liam 
Alexander Thomas, William 
Guy Thomas, and Jane Al-
exander Thomas and many 
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will 
be held at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 228 S. Pitt St., Alex-
andria, VA 22314, on Wednes-
day, Feb. 19, 2020, at 2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al gifts may be made to Ran-
dolph-Macon Academy, Front 
Royal, Virginia or the Univer-
sity of Richmond, Richmond, 
Virginia.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Three-story, 19th-cen-
tury home required 
extensive renovations
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

History is everywhere in 
Old Town, hidden under the 
feet of tourists and within 
the homes of residents. 

For those who call Old 
Town home, rehabilitating a 
home that dates back to the 
1800s is more than just part 
of the move-in process; it 
can be a passion project that 

brings out the best in both 
the structure and owner.

When Corinne Winburn 
first heard about 417 Prince 
St., she was told it was “a 
great project,” a fixer upper 
with a solid foundation.

“I fell in love with it as 
soon as I walked in. I saw 
that the bones were good,” 
Winburn said. “As I de-
scribed it, it was a grand old 
lady that just needed kind of 
a facelift. It was just a stun-
ning infrastructure."

Winburn has lived at 417 
Prince St. for about 19 years, 
but she has lived in Old Town 
for more than 30 years. Before 
moving to Prince Street, Win-
burn lived in an 11-and-a-
half-foot wide historic wood-
en house on Gibbon Street 
and then another house on 
South Fairfax Street. All 
three of Winburn’s Old Town 
homes have been featured as 
part of the Virginia State Gar-
den Club Tour.

Her most recent home 

wasn’t always the three-sto-
ry beauty it is today. 

When her family moved 
in, the floors were in terrible 
shape. They had to put hard-
wood over subfloors that “were 
so thin you could see into the 
basement,” Winburn said.

A brick wall on the second 
floor had to be broken down 
in order to connect it to the 
back of the house. The broad 
entryway that now welcomes 
visitors had to be cut open, 
replacing a tiny door that 

led upstairs. They even hired 
a craftsperson to recreate 
some of the original ceramic 
work in the living room.

“When we bought it, it 
was an old apartment build-
ing, and we had to convert 
it back into a single-family 
home, which meant a lot of 
construction work,” Win-
burn said.

Building something new 
out of the old bones of what 

CLOSE HOMETO

HOME 
PROFILE

Southern history and modern 
touches on Prince Street

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
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came before is a creative 
challenge, Winburn said.

“It really is the creativi-
ty of taking something that 
needs to be adapted or re-
habbed and creating some-
thing new, and it’s still sym-
pathetic, so to speak, with 
the structure and with the 
community,” Winburn said.

Winburn has done sim-
ilar creative work at 204 S. 
Royal St. She repurposed 
the space, which was orig-
inally the ballroom for the 
Concordia Hotel in the late 
19th century, into a mixed-
use event space and apart-
ment that can accommodate 
75 people.

Winburn calls histor-
ic preservation the ultimate 
form of recycling. It’s easier to 
tear down an old building and 
start from scratch with mod-
ern materials, but, especially 
in a neighborhood like Old 
Town, one runs the risk of los-
ing centuries worth of stories.

The soul and character of 
Winburn’s house was made 
even richer when she hired 
historian Ruth Lincoln Kaye 
to produce a comprehensive 
history of the home. 

According to Kaye’s re-
search, the three-story 
building that now sits on the 
site was built in 1883 by a 
hardware merchant. During 
the 1880s, the 400 block of 
Prince Street was occupied 

by “folks of divergent back-
grounds,” including a paint-
er, a paperhanger, a cutler 
and a bank. The bank, which 
was two doors down from 
417 Prince St., would become 
the state house for Virginia’s 
provisional governor during 
the Civil War.

“You bump into so many 
wonderfully interesting facts 
about the structure, the soul 
of the structure, when you’re 

in the middle of rehabbing 
it,” Winburn said. “I think 
that’s appealing to me too 
because I love history.”

Today, Winburn’s home 
has a kitchen, dining room, 
living room and entryway on 
the first floor; two full bath-
rooms, a bedroom, a back 
office, a library and laundry 
room on the second floor and 
Winburn’s master suite with 
a bedroom, private bathroom 

and dressing area on the 
third floor.

The garden behind the 
house, accessible through a 
back door in the kitchen, is 
enclosed by brick walls. 

Similar to the rest of the 
house, the garden was a big 
project, Winburn said. Other 
than some crumbling brick 
walls, the garden was non-
existent when the family 
moved into the house. The 
trees that now sit there were 
lifted in by crane.

In the spring and sum-
mer, the garden is a quiet, 
shady spot for relaxation, 
Winburn said. 

“What’s great is that it’s 
an English kind of garden. 
I’ve put in a lot of shade-lov-
ing plants, lot of camellias, lot 
of boxwood,” Winburn said.

Inside, every square inch 
of Winburn’s home seems 
like it’s meant to draw the 
eye. Art and photography 
cover the walls.

SPECIAL OFFER
Call Us About Our Limited Time...
Winter Promotion!

$450 OFF
EACH WINDOW
Plus FREE..

Sound Reducing Glass
Plus FREE..

Window Hardware Upgrade*

631 S Patrick St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

www.SunBriteWindowsandDoors.com

We’re Here To Help... Let Us Be 
Your “Personal Window Consultants!”

703 912-0300
*Discount applies to savings off purchase of 4 Window minimum. Restrictions and conditions apply, 

Call us for details. Cannot be combined with previous purchase. Full Frame Installations. 

Take Advantage Of This Incredible, Money Saving, Energy Efficient 
Window Replacement Promotion By Requesting A FREE Estimate Today!

Voted Best 
Window & Door

Company!

Up
T0
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INTERIOR DESIGN

Left: The doorway to the living room had to be cut open to replace a small door that led upstairs.
Right: In the spring and summer, Corinne Winburn's English-style garden is full of shade-loving plants, 
like camellias and boxwoods.
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703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2019 and March 2020. 

Winter Inspections  
Special

$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only.
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

Clay Greenway
Senior Vice President, NMLS# 186838 
direct : (571) 279-6373

HELPING MORE HOME BUYERS
The Federal Savings Bank gives you more access to competitive 
mortgage rates and a full suite of mortgage options.

Copyright 2019 © The Federal Savings Bank  |  Co. NMLS# 411500  |  All Rights Reserved  |  TheFederalSavingsBank.com

• Get your mortgage application fully underwritten up front and receive a loan commitment 
from the bank. You’ll then be quickly “clear to close” once you find the right home. 

• Let us help remove the barrier of down payment and help make your dream of home 
ownership become reality.

EXPRESS LOAN APPROVAL

TFSB 100

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE

• Ask us about receiving down payment or closing assistance and we  can help identify the 
programs in your area that you qualify for.

“I have a really interesting 
collection of some beauti-
ful paintings, a combination 
of contemporary photog-
raphy versus traditional in 
this house,” Winburn said. 
“That’s what I love about my 
downstairs. I can just walk 
around and look at great im-
ages everywhere.”

A framed reproduction of 
the original lyrics to John Len-
non’s “Imagine” that he hasti-
ly scrawled on a paper bag sits 

next to black and white pho-
tography, one of Winburn’s 
favorite modes of expression.

Some of the photos are 
Winburn’s own black and 
white photos from a trip to 
Africa. 

But the majority are the 
work of Jack Leigh, a Savan-
nah, Georgia-born photog-
rapher who Winburn called 
a close friend and inspira-
tion. Several original Leigh 
photographs are scattered 
throughout the house.

Leigh’s work evokes the 

rich, unmistakable textures 
of the American South. Born 
in Virginia and married into 
a Georgia and South Caroli-
na family, Winburn also has 
a deep admiration of and love 
for the south, she said. 

“I think certainly marry-
ing into a family that lived 
deeper south, being in Sa-
vannah and Beaufort, it in-
fluenced me tremendously 
in terms of historic preserva-
tion,” Winburn said.

Besides Leigh’s photos, 
some of that southern comfort 
has made it into Winburn’s 
house. A portrait of her grand-
mother, Virginia, sits on top of 
a dining room console, a gift 
from southern architectural 
historian Mills Lane.

Much like the south itself, 
Winburn’s home is the result 
of past and present colliding. 
It was challenging, but, as 
her friend originally said, it 
was a “great project.”

“It’s a challenge, but it’s 
not difficult for me. I seem to 
love looking at a space, go-
ing, ‘Ok, this is easy,’” Win-
burn said. “This might be a 
challenge, but it was a lot of 
fun actually.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PHOTOS/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Left: Winburn designed her home to be full of beautiful, interesting 
imagery at every turn.
Right: A reproduction of the lyrics to John Lennon's "Imagine," 
which he originally wrote on a paper bag.
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Season

Adult: $20-$85 Student: $10 Youth: $5
(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

String Serenade

Saturday, 
Feb 15, 2020 ∙ 8 p.m.

Sunday,   
Feb 16, 2020 ∙ 3 p.m.

Featuring:
 SCHUBERT:  
 Symphony no. 5
 
along with works by 
Florence price,
mario castelnuovo-tedesco  
 with Berta Rojas, guitar
and mozart!

REAL. 
LOCAL.
SAVINGS.  
See how much you could save on car insurance today. 

703-236-1366
4617 Duke Street, Alexandria
geico.com/nova-metro

Saving people money on more 
than just car insurance.

   

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC 
coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, 
Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO 19_225992

REAL 
TALK

BY KIM PEELE

Buyers often tell us that 
they don’t want to partici-
pate in a bidding war. How-
ever, in our area, if a home is 
in great condition and well-
priced, there will always be 
competitive bids. 

There is rarely an actual 
“bidding war.” Buyers sim-
ply need to make their best 
offer, as there is seldom an 
opportunity to change or 
improve it once the offer is 
submitted. Here are some 
tips for putting your best bid 
forward when you make an 
offer on a home.

Be prepared with a good 
loan pre-approval letter from 
a local lender, ideally one 
that has been highly recom-
mended to you by your real-
tor. This should be done in 

advance of even looking at 
homes, so that you can move 
quickly when you find your 
home of choice. Your real-
tor can advise you on which 
lenders will assure a smooth 
process and which will be 
difficult to work with. List-
ing agents will counsel their 
sellers to accept contracts 
with lenders that get to clos-
ing on time. This is an im-
portant piece of your home 
purchasing process and, in a 

competitive situation, it can 
impact whether your offer is 
accepted. 

There are several con-
tingencies in a contract that 
you can select when making 
an offer. These allow you to 
cancel the contract and still 
get all of your earnest money 
deposit back. However, the 
more restrictive your contin-
gencies are, the less attrac-
tive it is to a seller. So when 
you are writing the terms of 
your offer, keep in mind that 
asking for too much lessens 
your likelihood of winning. 

While we do not recom-
mend purchasing a home 
without a home inspection, 
there are options that can 
protect you and also make 
your offer very competitive. 

How to win the contract  
in a competitive market

KIM AND HOPE
PEELE

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

SEE REAL TALK | 15
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Open, spacious and light-
filled, this detached all-brick 
townhouse features almost 
2,500 square feet and has 
many potential uses. The 
City of Alexandria has zoned 
this property as CL, which 
means it can be used as a 
single-family home, profes-
sional or medical office and 
more. This is a blank slate, 
ready for the new owner to 
create their own path. 

The home features a living 
room with two-story cathe-
dral ceilings and skylights. 
There are hardwood floors, 
large windows throughout 
and recessed lighting. Two 
large, sunny rooms off the 
main living room can each 
serve a variety of purposes, 
such as an office, conference 

room, formal dining room or 
bedroom. 

A huge loft with a wall 
of oversized windows over-
looks the main living room 
and could be used as a mas-
ter bedroom or additional 
office space. A galley kitch-
en and half bath on the sec-
ond floor both have plenty 
of room to expand, if the 
new owner chooses. 

The lower level features 
a large living space that was 
formerly a garage and can 
easily be converted back, al-
lowing for off-street parking. 
There is a small courtyard pa-
tio in the rear of the home.

This townhouse is in the 
heart of Old Town, located 
just 500 feet from Starbucks 
and just a few blocks from 

restaurants, Metro and the 
waterfront. The home is min-
utes to Reagan National Air-
port and has easy access to 
D.C., Del Ray, Arlington and 
Amazon HQ2.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Old Town townhome is a hidden gem 
Location: Old Town

Price: $1,044,000

Bedrooms: 2

Bathrooms: 1.5 

Size: 2,473 square feet

Contact: Kim Peele,  

Kim@thepeelegroup.biz  

703-244-5852

Hope Peele

703-244-6115

Hope@thepeelegroup.biz

AT A GLANCE
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REAL TALK

Consider visiting the 
home with a home inspector 
in advance of making your 
offer. This allows you the 
option of leaving the home 
inspection contingency out 
of your offer, and it lets the 
seller off the hook for repairs. 
Another option is to choose 
to do a home inspection with 
the option to void, but not 
ask for repairs. This allows 
you to do your due diligence 
and cancel the contract if you 
are not comfortable with the 
repairs needed, but will not 
be as competitive as an offer 
that waives home inspection. 

Another common contin-
gency is the appraisal. If you 
are certain that the home is 
priced correctly and you have 
some extra funds in case the 

home appraises lower than 
the sale price, you may decide 
to waive the appraisal contin-
gency. Another strategy is to 
write it into the contract that 
you will cover any shortage 
on the appraisal up to a max-
imum figure that you deter-
mine in advance would be af-

fordable for you. This can be 
attractive to a seller and also 
provide protections for you 
and your finances. 

If you are certain that 
you will have no issues get-
ting your final loan approv-
al, you may want to consider 
waiving the financing con-

tingency. This shows the 
seller that you are so certain 
that you will get to settle-
ment, that you are willing 
to risk losing your deposit. 
Of course, you will want to 
discuss this with your lend-
er to be certain that this is a 
viable option for you.

It’s also important to 
present your offer in a way 
that shows that you will be 
easy to work with. If you al-
ready see issues that you 
would like remedied, it’s 
best not to itemize them in 
your offer. If they are huge-
ly important to you, consid-
er addressing them at a later 
time during the transaction, 
unless they are so important 
that you would never buy the 
home without these requests 
being accommodated. 

Buying a home is defi-

nitely a time for shrewd ne-
gotiation, and nobody wants 
to overpay. However, in a 
competitive market, which 
we are in, the most import-
ant thing is to win. Rely on 
your real estate profession-
al to help you put together 
an offer that’s going to win 
against all other offers. And 
remember, homes in the 
D.C. metro area tend to con-
sistently appreciate. If you 
are keeping your new home 
for several years, you will 
not remember later that you 
paid a little bit more than 
you wanted. 

Kim and Hope Peele of The 
Peele Group are a family real 

estate team where delivering a 
high-quality experience is their 

top priority. They are part 
of McEnearney Associates.
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Planning to spruce up your home’s interior?  
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take advantage of our 

WINTER DISCOUNT if the work is performed in February or March 2020! 

703-684-7702 

10% 
Winter Painting 

Discount! 
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TimesLiving
BY MARA BENNER

It’s that time of year. As 
we cheer in the new year, 
and in this case, a new de-
cade, each person usually 
considers the obligatory res-
olution, intention or com-
mitment to some sort of per-
sonal change.

One of the most popular 
resolutions always focuses 
on our health. It might be to 
stop smoking, go on a diet, 
exercise more, incorporate 
daily meditation or all of the 
above. This year, however, 
you might wish to consider 
a more holistic approach to 
your health and wellness. 

Research by Dr. Margaret 
Swarbrick has been adopt-
ed by the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services 
Administration and encour-
ages us to consider our well-
being through eight dimen-
sions of wellness.  

Take a moment to consid-
er each dimension and what, 
if any, improvements you 
might wish to incorporate 
with the new year.

Physical wellness 
Physical wellness involves 

the maintenance of a healthy 
body, good physical health 
habits, good nutrition and 
exercise and obtaining appro-
priate health care. Areas to 
consider here include: physi-
cal exercise, eating fresh fruits 
and vegetables, having annual 

medical checkups, having ad-
equate sleep each night and 
incorporating stress manage-
ment techniques.

Intellectual wellness 
Having a healthy mind 

involves lifelong learning, 
application of knowledge 
learned and sharing knowl-
edge. Among the consider-
ations in this dimension are 
learning new things, keeping 
up with current affairs, using 
your creativity, trying to see 
more than one side of an is-
sue and asking questions to 
learn from others.

Environmental  
wellness 

Environmental wellness 
involves being and feeling 
physically safe, in safe and 
clean surroundings, and be-
ing able to access clean air, 
food and water. This includes 
both our micro-environment, 
where we live and work, and 
our macro-environment, our 
country and our world. Im-
portant considerations in this 

dimension include: ensuring 
you have a clean living and 
working environment with 
natural light and fresh air and 
conserving energy and time 
to enjoy nature.

Spiritual wellness 
Spiritually health involves 

having meaning and pur-
pose and a sense of balance 
and peace. This dimension 
encourages us to name our 
personal values, describe our 
beliefs about life, make con-
scious choices to support our 
personal values, learn about 
other’s beliefs and values and 
have an optimistic view on 
life as well as gratitude.

Social wellness 
A healthy social life in-

volves having relationships 
with friends, family and the 
community, and having an 
interest in and concern for 
the needs of others. For social 
wellness, the reflecting points 
include: having a network of 
family and friends, contribut-
ing time and/or money to so-
cial and community projects, 
balancing personal needs with 
the needs of others and having 
an interest in other people.

Emotional wellness 
Emotional wellness in-

volves the ability to express 
feelings, enjoy life, adjust to 
emotional challenges and 
cope with stress and trau-
matic life experiences. This 

dimension encourages us to 
consider if we accept respon-
sibility for our actions, see 
challenges and change as op-
portunities for growth, rec-
ognize and express feelings 
and appropriately cope with 
stress and tension.

Financial wellness 
Health in our finances in-

volves having the resources 
to meet practical needs and 
a sense of control and knowl-
edge about personal finances. 
For financial wellness, con-
siderations include: having a 
good handle on financial sta-
tus, having money on hand to 
meet current expenses, hav-
ing savings and being on track 
to meet life goals. It’s import-
ant to understand how to bal-
ance the wants and needs and 
saving and spending.

Occupational wellness 
Occupational wellness 

involves participating in ac-
tivities that provide mean-
ing and purpose, including 
employment. For this final 
dimension, your consid-
erations include:  actively 
pursuing work and/or train-
ing, using online resources 

to update skills and learn, 
continuing to build your 
professional network, be-
ing happy with how time 
is spent, doing things with 
people rather than being 
isolated and using time in a 
way that gives meaning and 
purpose to life.

Living life to its fullest 
requires us to see every-
thing from a larger per-
spective and incorporating 
the whole of who we are. 
Remember that any modifi-
cations made to our life re-
quires approximately three 
months to fully incorporate, 
ultimately changing the 
previous habit or pattern. 
Be kind to yourself and fo-
cus on living your fullest 
life, rather than focusing on 
your perceived flaws.

Mara Benner is the 
founder of Four Directions 
Wellness, intuitively con-

necting body, mind, emotions 
and spirit. The organization 

is affiliated with the GW 
Center for Integrative Med-

icine and offers individual 
sessions, classes and con-

sulting. Learn more at www.
fourdirectionswellness.com.

Seeking positive alignment with  
health, wellness and wholeness in 2020

LIFE WELL LIVED

MARA
BENNER

Living life to its fullest requires 
us to see everything from a larger 
perspective and incorporating 

the whole of who we are.”
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JANUARY 30

BIRTHNIGHT BALL DANCE 
CLASS In preparation for George 
Washington's Birthnight Ball on Feb. 
15, learn 18th-century English coun-
try dancing from expert dance instruc-
tors. Those planning to attend the ball 
should attend and complete at least 
one dance class to become familiar 
with the figures and language for the 
ball. Classes will be held Jan. 30, Feb. 
6 and Feb. 13. 
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. 
134 N. Royal St. 
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
GadsbysTavern

LADIES’ BEAUTY NIGHT OUT 
Grab friends and enjoy a French Nat-
ural Cosmetic-Cooking Class. During 
this one-hour session, mix high-bo-
tanical ingredients to make person-
alized natural beauty products. A 
natural cosmetic expert will give step 
by step instructions to make natural 
beauty products. She will talk about 
each ingredient used, every step of 
the way. By the end of the session, 
take home a natural, hand-made 
cosmetic product and enjoy the ben-
efits of a quality, natural product that 
you can feel great about putting on 
your skin. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Woodlawn Press Winery, 
8733 B Cooper Road 
Information: www.elodiesnaturals.
com

FEBRUARY 2

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S ALEX-
ANDRIA TOUR Explore historic Old 
Town Alexandria as George Washing-
ton knew it. This 90-minute guided 
walking tour will explore sites associ-
ated with Washington and his closest 
colleagues, including John Fitzger-
ald’s warehouse, Captain’s Row, Gen-
try Row, the Apothecary shop, Ramsay 
House, Market Square, the Carlyle 
House, Wise’s Tavern, Duvall Tavern, 
Gadsby’s Tavern and Washington’s 
townhouse.  The tour begins behind 
the Torpedo Factory’s south entrance, 
in front of Vola’s Dockside Grill. No 
reservations are required. 
Time: 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Location: 101 N. Union St. 
Information: suej020924@gmail.
com

FEBRUARY 5

MEET THE AUTHOR: BOB LEVEY 
During this month’s Hooray for Books! 
adult book club meeting, read “Larry 
Felder, Candidate” by Bob Levey, who 
will be there to discuss and sign the 
book. “Larry Felder, Candidate” offers 
penetrating insights into the contem-
porary worlds of journalism and poli-
tics. The book traces the personal and 
professional challenges of a career 
newspaper columnist who decides 
to leave his comfort zone to pursue a 
more meaningful calling. Little does he 
know what lies around the corner. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 

Location: Hooray for Books!, 1555 
King St. 
Information: www.hooray4books.com

FEBRUARY 7

KONDO VS. CHAOS ART EXHIBIT 
“Kondo vs. Chaos” explores the divide 
between those inspired by Marie Kon-
do’s theory of keeping only those things 
that bring joy and those who deal with 
chaos in their lives. The exhibit lasts 
from Feb. 7 to March 1, 2020. 
Time: Opening reception Feb. 7 from 7 
to 9 p.m. 
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.org/
exhibits

(HIS) STORY POETRY SHOW-
CASE Join the Athenaeum for (His) 
Story, an all-black showcase sharing 
stories through poetry. These stories 
are a celebration and testament to 
the strength black men have gained 
over years through wisdom, pain and 
struggle. Featured poets include 13 of 
Nazareth, Rodrick Minor, Khalil Hous-
ton and Micah Powell. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org/hap-
pening

ALEXANDRIA HARMONIZERS 
PRESENT YALE WIFFENPOOFS 
The Alexandria Harmonizers present the 
2020 Yale Whiffenpoofs at the George 
Washington Masonic National Memori-

al. This ensemble, now with women, is 
the world’s oldest collegiate a cappella 
group and has been long celebrated for 
its excellence. The award-winning Har-
monizer chorus will also perform. Enjoy 
the fun and artistry of the legendary 
Whiffenpoofs and of the Harmonizers, 
now in their 71st year. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Location: George Washington Ma-
sonic National Memorial, 101 Calla-
han Drive 
Information: www.Harmonizers.org

FEBRUARY 8

JOHN CARLYLE 300TH BIRTH-
DAY CELEBRATION Wish a very 
happy 300th birthday to Alexandria 
town founder, Col. John Carlyle. 
Festivities will include 18th century 
dancing, live music and a birthday 
treat. Admission is free, but donations 
are welcome. 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m. 
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St. 
Information: www.novaparks.com/
parks/carlyle-house-historic-park

UNDER THE SAME ROOF: EN-
SLAVED AND FREE SERVANTS 
AT THE LEE-FENDALL HOUSE 
Explore the Lee-Fendall House from 
the perspectives of the enslaved and 
free African Americans who lived and 
worked in the home as domestic ser-
vants, both before and after the Civil 
War. Hear the stories of the many peo-
ple who built and shaped the Lee-Fen-
dall House over the course of its history. 

Time: 2 to 3:15 p.m. 
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St. 
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

16TH ANNUAL ALEXANDRIA 
WAREHOUSE SALE Deemed the re-
gion's “Super Bowl of Shopping Event,” 
this fun, yet casual, free to enter event 
will include a variety of new boutiques 
and retailers not only located in Al-
exandria but throughout the Metro 
region. Deal seekers will find the very 
best from Alexandria’s and the region’s 
finest retailers and indie brands with 
various brands of clothing, shoes, jew-
elry, home furnishings and more up to 
80 percent off retail prices. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: The Westin Alexandria, 
400 Courthouse Square 
Information: www.oldtownbou-
tiquedistrict.com/alexandria-ware-
house-sale

FEBRUARY 7

THE BEST TEAM KICK OFF BEST, 
or Building Employment Solutions To-
gether, is the product of a partnership 
between Joey Pizzano Memorial Fund 
and ServiceSource. BEST is a unique 
and inclusive community employment 
program for adults with disabilities. At 
this kick-off event, community mem-
bers can learn more about the program. 
Time: 5 to 7 p.m. 
Location: The Loop, 215 N. Payne 
St. 
Information: jpmfbest@service-
source.org

CALENDAR

Did you know?

Any textbook will confirm what every doctor knows: 
LIFE BEGINS AT CONCEPTION

Prolifeacrossamerica.org (703) 780-4700                                           

18 days
43 days
8 weeks
9 weeks 
10 weeks 
11 weeks

Baby’s heart begins to beat 
Brain coordinates movement
All organs are functioning
Has permanent, individual fingerprints
Baby can feel sense of comfort/pain
Baby can smile & suck his/her thumb

Over 2 million couples wait to adopt—including  
children of all races & those with special needs
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

A lot of useful and generally encouraging information was 
shared at Visit Alexandria’s annual meeting last week. It’s affirming 
to know Alexandria is considered the third best small city in the 
U.S. by Conde Nast readers, behind Charleston, South Carolina and 
Santa Fe, New Mexico but ahead of destinations such as Savannah, 
Georgia and Santa Barbara, California.

Most helpful was the survey conducted by Destination Ana-
lysts, a tourism research and marketing company, in which they 
surveyed 3,000 travelers to capture a snapshot of impressions peo-
ple have of Alexandria.

Reliable data is essential for constructive decision-making, and not 
just in the realm of tourism. Good data helps companies, individuals and 
cities understand where they are and whether their efforts are succeed-
ing. The data from Destination Analysts was somewhat surprising, al-
though perhaps it shouldn’t have been.

The main factor, by a lot, that people associate with Alexandria is 
history – no surprise there. History was the “top-of-mind” element 
that 56 percent of respondents cited, more than twice as many as chose 
ambiance/atmosphere, and historic charm was undoubtedly part of 
that choice as well. 

But some of the demographic information about actual visitors was 
eye-opening. The average age of visitors to Alexandria is 53 years. More 
than 72 percent of Alexandria visitors are married or partnered. And 
more than 40 percent of visitors don’t work, even part-time. Conversely, 
citing national trends, Destination Analysts said travel by millennials is 
declining relative to that by other generations.

Our interpretation of these demographics is that people who travel to 
Alexandria do so primarily for our history; that people who travel to his-
toric sites tend to be older than those who travel for other reasons, such 
as to beaches or resorts; and that a large number of visitors to Alexandria 
are retired.

This information is likely discouraging to scooter-loving vibrancy ad-
vocates who view luring younger visitors – and residents – to Alexandria 
as the holy grail. Perhaps it will lead them to double down on efforts that 
encourage people to bike and scooter in Old Town, while continuing to 
eliminate parking and erode the livability of residents.

That approach would be short-sighted.
As a marketing executive from the Washington Nationals said at an 

Alexandria Chamber event a few years ago, that team’s strategy was to fo-
cus on their strengths rather than futilely pour resources into weakness-
es. In other words, they focus on selling out already strong games, such as 
a Saturday contest against a popular team like the Cubs or Dodgers rather 
than putting much effort into a Monday night game against a lowly foe.

Perhaps this data should drive city leaders to bifurcate their approach 
to tourism. 

Clearly, the history and historic ambiance of Old Town is what fuels 
most of Alexandria’s tourism industry. Every decision city leaders make 
affecting Old Town should be viewed through the prism of whether it en-
hances or diminishes that neighborhood’s ambiance for both visitors and 
residents. City leaders should accept, rather than fight, the fact that visi-
tors to and residents in Old Town are, well, older.

Conversely, it seems logical that a strategy of encouraging vibrancy 
should be aggressively pursued in Del Ray, a neighborhood of younger 
residents and visitors. Build more bike lanes there, possibly by imple-
menting a road diet on Mount Vernon Avenue.  Let bars and restaurants 
stay open later. Enhance that fun neighborhood’s already hip vibe.

We should double down on drawing younger, regional visitors to Del 
Ray and older, national tourists to Old Town. Focusing on our strengths 
is a winning strategy.

Double down on our strengths

To the editor: 
Earlier this month, the first-ever 

housing summit was held in Alexan-
dria. The focus of the summit was af-
fordability. Unfortunately, home own-
ership, a pathway that allows families 
to build wealth and participate more 
fully in our community was at best an 
afterthought to the summit.

The morning opened with a 
high-quality bus tour highlighting 
creative solutions for affordable rental 
units, like the Station at Potomac Yard 
which co-located 64 affordable units 
above the city’s new fire station.

Under the current rules, to obtain 
the bonus, most developers agree to 
a 40-year commitment. But, after 40 
years those affordable units could be-
come market-rate units without addi-
tional action. A rental-focused strategy 
does not address the long-term afford-
ability challenge; opening pathways to 
home ownership does. 

During the tour, I raised the issue of 
home ownership because it was not dis-
cussed. Once raised, others joined the 
conversation and highlighted their per-
sonal struggles to utilize the program. 
Home ownership allows families in need 
of affordable housing to have greater se-

curity in their housing costs, build equi-
ty and participate more fully in our com-
munity as permanent fixtures.

While the city is working to address 
affordable housing with multiple tools 
focused on rental units, there is just one 
program focused on home ownership. 

Tragically, the city’s first-time 
home buyer program continues to be 
under-resourced, understaffed and de-
prioritized, even as Amazon HQ2 raises 
local housing costs. The approved 2019 
operating budget provided less than 
half a million dollars for the program 
with personnel costs consuming nearly 
35 percent of the budget allocation.

Any solution to the city’s and region’s 
affordable housing crisis must involve a 
mix of units and types. Allowing people to 
break the rental trap and own their home 
is the solution that builds generational 
wealth while building neighborhoods.

The city should focus on affordable 
housing for all Alexandrians, including 
affordable rental units and affordable 
home ownership. Allowing families to 
break the ‘rent with no equity’ cycle is a 
long-term solution to affordable hous-
ing that doesn’t expire in four decades.

-James Lewis,
Alexandria

Prioritize home ownership over renting

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not 
reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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The first two pieces in this 
series showed that the Alexan-
dria Fire Department was iso-
lated from the decision to nar-
row Seminary Road. Freedom 
of Information Act materials 
showed how city staff from the 
Department of Transportation 
and Environmental Services 
pressured and ultimately ma-
neuvered AFD to “hold to that 
talking point” to present a 
“unified” message before the 
Sept. 14 council public hear-
ing. Because of these revela-
tions, we next examined the 
record relating to Inova Alex-
andria Hospital and the deci-
sion to narrow Seminary Road.

We previously noted that 
the AFD said in a June 21 
memo it was told the road diet 
had been dropped at the re-
quest of the hospital. No fur-
ther public information was 
given, and hospital commu-
nications were not part of the 
Seminary Hill Association’s 
final FOIA request. 

However, on May 30 the 
city held a public forum at St. 
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School 
about Seminary Road. After 
one attendee expressed con-
cern about Inova Alexandria 
Hospital and AFD, Complete 
Streets Program Director 
Christine Mayeur made the 
following statement relating 
to why the city developed the 
new “hybrid” option, which 
would have cut lanes on a por-
tion of Seminary Road, in lieu 
of the road diet:

"We did meet with the hos-
pital, specifically. We talked to 
their head of emergency man-
agement. She’s kind of over all 
of their emergency vehicles,” 
Mayeur said. “And the one 
thing that they specifically 
asked us to do was to maintain 
two travel lanes westbound. 
And that is the primary rea-
son for that – for why you see 
that there are still two lanes 
in the westbound direction. 
Eastbound, they didn’t need it 
as much because they need the 

route into the hospital."
T&ES Director Yon Lam-

bert was next to Mayeur when 
she disclosed this informa-
tion. According to T&ES, the 
hospital asked the city to re-
ject the road diet – the one 
council ultimately approved 
on a 4-3 vote – and in re-
sponse, the city created the 
hybrid to address the 
hospital’s request. 
We did not locate any 
public statements 
from the hospital.

The May 30 pub-
lic statement by 
Mayeur aligns with 
what the AFD said in 
the June 21 memo. 
Ultimately, the apparent re-
quest by the hospital, which 
was referred to by both May-
eur and the AFD, was ignored 
and outright denied at the 
Sept. 14 public hearing.

When a speaker at the hear-
ing asked if the hospital had 
expressed a desire to maintain 
egress from an arterial leading 
directly to it, Councilor Canek 
Aguirre asked: "Have we actu-
ally gotten anything from the 
hospital?" 

Mayor Justin Wilson de-
ferred to Lambert, who re-
sponded, "No, sir, we have 
not."

Aguirre noted that Lam-
bert’s response completed the 
record on the issue.

No one from the city dis-
closed that there had been 
discussions between T&ES 
and the hospital’s emergen-
cy management director. Nor 
did they disclose the hos-
pital’s prior position that it 
needed at least two full lanes 
unimpeded westbound to-
ward the hospital.

The hospital is a private 
entity, and we do not have ac-
cess to its records. However, an 
AFD memo and Mayeur’s pub-
lic comments at the well-at-
tended May 30 meeting, with 
Lambert present, make clear 
T&ES had indeed received 

input from Inova Alexandria 
Hospital on Seminary Road. 
Lambert’s statement that 
there was no input from the 
hospital is simply incorrect.

And while it’s possible 
that City Manager Mark Jinks, 
Wilson and council were un-
aware of the hospital’s input, 
the proposition that T&ES 

leadership and mem-
bers of the public at 
a videotaped public 
meeting knew about 
it and they did not 
seems unlikely.

We thank the Al-
exandria Times for 
the important public 
service of disclos-

ing to our citizens how the 
Seminary Road decision was 
really made in their inde-
pendent review of the FOIA 
documents, and for carrying 
on the tradition of a free and 
fair press in Alexandria. We 
also appreciate them giving 
AFD a fair opportunity to re-
spond.  The response did not 
dispute the facts in this se-
ries and the Times’ indepen-
dent analysis – nor could it 
since these pieces have been 
based on AFD documents. 
We look forward to further 
exploration of the story.

My pieces have been 
grounded in the materials 
provided through the FOIA, 
videos of public meetings and 
hearings and publicly available 
documents. FOIA was critical 
in providing the public with 
additional insight on how the 
split decision to disfigure Sem-
inary Road was made. 

We share in the Times’ 
encouragement of the public 
to take advantage of FOIA on 
issues you care about and to 
the city to be transparent and 
make its materials more read-
ily available and cost-effective.

The writer is Representative 
of Area 8 of the Seminary 

Hill Association designated 
to review the FOIA.

Of the many qualities 
woven through America’s 
social fabric and nation-
al identity, aspiration is 
a defining characteristic. 
We strive to improve our 
individual and family cir-
cumstances. We work as 
volunteers on behalf of 
our communities. We cel-
ebrate the under-
dog, cheer on the 
winners and pledge 
allegiance to an 
indivisible nation 
aspiring to liberty 
and justice for all.

While serving 
as an American 
diplomat for more 
than 25 years, I saw again 
and again how appealing 
our aspirational culture is 
to other peoples who see 
America as a land of oppor-
tunity, where all are free to 
seek and succeed. I’ve been 
thinking about that per-
ception in the context of 
work that ACT for Alexan-
dria is undertaking to pro-
mote racial equity in our 
community.

In 2019, ACT conducted 
seven workshops to stim-
ulate conversation about 
the ways in which racial 
discrimination manifests 
in our society. Last fall, 
I participated in an ACT 
training on racial equity, 
which I found thought pro-
voking and impactful.

I spent a professional 
lifetime developing an un-
derstanding of and work-
ing to promote America’s 
interests in other places 
and cultures, but I won’t 
kid you – since these more 
recent experiences cen-
tered around racial equity, 
it occurs to me that many 
of my perceptions about 
my own society were un-
derdeveloped and naïve. 

To me, democracy is 
people participating in 
decisions that affect their 

lives. They have agency 
to act, advocate and par-
ticipate in civic life to 
achieve their aspirations. 
Non-democratic societies 
do not permit their res-
idents the agency to act, 
proscribing that agency 
in a myriad of ways rang-
ing from mild to excep-

tionally brutal.
U.S. policy has 

long showcased 
and promoted our 
democratic val-
ues, and during 
the Cold War, our 
national leaders 
were conscious of 
how the imagery 

of race in America pre-
sented overseas. That im-
agery seemed to prove that 
America would fail at real-
izing the American Dream 
and was a potential victory 
for our adversaries. But the 
work of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and the American 
Civil Rights Act inspired 
legions of activists in any 
number of other countries 
to aspire to agency and in-
dividual freedoms.

Today, we still need to 
think about agency and 
racial equity in America. 
A 2018 study that linked 
census and income tax 
data followed 20 million 
children born between 
1978 and 1983 across three 
decades to see how they 
moved up or down in rel-
ative economic status. It 
demonstrated significant 
disparities in economic 
mobility across genera-
tions, especially for black 
men, that cannot be ex-
plained by socioeconomic 
factors. It’s a rigorous and 
powerful analysis, and its 
conclusions are bracing.

In my last Foreign Ser-
vice role as the Acting As-
sistant Secretary of State 

‘No, sir, we have not’ Aspiration and equity

FRANK PUTZU
VIRGINIA 
BENNETT

SEE BENNETT | 20
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for Democracy, Human Rights, 
and Labor, I conducted multi-
ple exchanges about human 
rights policy with foreign gov-
ernments. Foreign interlocu-
tors repeatedly criticized race 
disparities in the U.S., partic-
ularly with regard to policing. 
I was always proud to respond 
that a free press and an aspira-
tional justice system worked to 
expose and rectify such issues.

Part of what I have come 

to understand, however, is 
that the disparities today are 
the legacy of policies explicit-
ly created to advance the in-
terests and economic stature 
of some Americans – white 
Americans – relative to other, 
non-white Americans.

I have found that harder 
to reconcile with my notions 
about aspirational America 
and the concept of individual 
agency to seek and achieve.

Many communities in the 
U.S. started conversations 

about racial equity during the 
last 15 years, and I’m proud 
to be part of similar conver-
sations in Alexandria. ACT is 
planning six one-day events to 
talk about how to build bridges 
to ensure equity, opportunity 
and inclusion for everyone. 
Two are scheduled for March 
24 and May 14, with addi-
tional dates to be announced. 
See ACTforAlexandria.org for 
more information.

A tiered society runs count-
er to America’s aspiration-

al nature and our interests, 
whether at home or abroad. We 
have the capacity to examine 
and correct, build and learn, 
aspire and achieve. I hope we 
will do that as a community 
and for our community, in the 
finest American tradition.

The writer was in the 
Foreign Service from 1992 to 

2017, moving in and out of 
Alexandria, and is currently 
involved in national security 

and community affairs.
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

Last Week 
What do you think of possibly using school property to 
build affordable housing units? 
77% Co-locating affordable housing units with schools  
is a bad idea.
12% I love it. It's a creative way to increase affordable housing.
9% It's worth exploring, but I have concerns.
2% I could support it for some schools but not others.

This Week 
What uses would you like to see on the shuttered 
GenOn power plant site when it's redeveloped? 
A) Housing.
B) Office space.
C) Retail.
D) A new park or public space.
E) An arts center.

Alexandria has had many 
of American history’s key 
players set foot within its 
limits. From early American 
movers and shakers George 
Washington, the Marquis de 
Lafayette and Thomas Jef-
ferson, to 20th-century icons 
such as John F. Kennedy, Cass 
Elliott, Earl Lloyd and Jim 
Morrison – as well as many 
presidents and vice presidents 
– we’ve had more than our  
fair share of residents and vis-
itors of historical significance.

However, did you know 
that our former postmaster is 
primarily responsible for the 
shape of the American West, 
including California, Arizona 
and New Mexico? 

Long before he became 
Alexandria’s postmaster, 
Nicholas Trist was the chief 
clerk of the State Depart-
ment under then Secretary 
of State James Buchanan, a 
future president himself. In 
1847, he was commissioned 
to negotiate the treaty to 

end the War with Mexico.
The process was fraught 

with complications, first 
with a personality clash be-
tween Trist and command-
ing General Winfield Scott, 
who had a very different idea 
of what Trist was assigned 
to negotiate. The two men 
eventually reconciled and 
became lifelong friends.

Trist then had to navigate 
the politics of Washington 
from Mexico, as President 
James K. Polk’s demands were 
considered unreasonable by 
the Mexican government. 
Then the Mexican govern-
ment had to be re-formed, 
and finally, Trist ignored 
Polk’s recall due to the slow 
pace of the negotiations.

The final product, the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
set the new border between 
the United States and Mexi-
co and included the borders 
of modern-day Texas, New 
Mexico, Arizona and Cali-
fornia. One of Polk’s frus-

trations with Trist was his 
inability to have Baja Califor-
nia included in the deal.

Upon his return to Wash-
ington, Trist was excoriated by 
members of the Whigs and the 
Democrats. The Whigs object-
ed to western expansionism, 
especially since that increased 
the likelihood of conflicts 
regarding the expansion of 
slavery. Democrats were upset 
that Trist had defied Polk, and 
that he hadn’t received more 
land concessions.

Trist’s political career 
was done, and his family 
moved around for the rest 
of his life, saddled by debt, a 

common fate for prominent 
Virginians at the time.

Despite being married to 
Thomas Jefferson’s grand-
daughter Virginia, Trist was 
one of the first supporters of 
President Abraham Lincoln 
and the Republican Par-
ty. He was rewarded for his 
support during the adminis-
tration of President Ulysses 
Grant with his appointment 
as Alexandria’s postmaster.

Trist died in his residence 
on Water – now Lee – Street 
on Feb. 11, 1874. The Alex-
andria Gazette’s obituary 
read, “He was a gentleman of 
ability and integrity, and was 
much esteemed by all who 
knew him for his virtues and 
many sterling good qualities.”

Generous words for one 
of the most controversial 
characters of 19th-century 
American history.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

Alexandria’s postmaster and the American West
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Weekly Words

CONTRADICTIONS by Paul Coulter, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. White house?
6. Pets that may hiss
10. New moon, e.g.
15. Covered in sauce, as a burrito
18. Attack ad, maybe
19. Letter before beta
20. Angling boxful
21. Battery in many remotes
22. Saying about taking ac-

tion ... or the opposite of 
34-Across?

25. ___ Friday's
26. Balaam's mount
27. "Really?"
28. Yearly
29. "Talk" at a concert
30. One may have a flat head
32. Wedding, say, for a DJ
33. Female bays
34. Saying about taking action
42. World traveler?
43. Mai ___
44. Caspian feeder
45. Search-and-find book series
46. With 80-Across, saying about 

someone who's far away ... or 
the opposite of 63-Across?

54. Literary Harper
55. Pepsi, e.g.
57. Be a good sinner?

58. Warner Bros. creation
59. Sandbar
60. Took one's turn
62. Propelled a shell
63. Saying about someone who's 

far away
69. Scatter
70. Word after sack or senate
71. "Waves of grain" color, in song
72. Cheat, slangily
73. Do-nothing
76. Real nuisance
77. Special attention, for short
80. See 46-Across
85. Like an unconvincing excuse
86. Speckled horse
87. H.S. science class
88. Show off some moves
89. Saying about similarity ... or 

the opposite of 109-Across?
97. Prone to crying
98. Ab ___ (from day one)
99. La Saint-Valentin focus
100. Classic street liners
101. "I've got sunshine on a 

cloudy day" tune
104. PC shortcut key
105. PC shortcut key
108. Chinese steamed bun
109. Saying about similarity
113. Channel that Madonna 

performed on

114. Bicker
115. Linen fabric
116. Care for
117. Anonymous John
118. Chiefs and Royals
119. Old-timey "Good grief!"
120. "Ick!"
DOWN
1. Cuba, por ejemplo
2. Controversial crops, briefly
3. Some summer births
4. Wood that can flavor chardonnay
5. "Pretty Woman" singer Roy
6. Shuts
7. 0% ___ financing
8. Not just "a"
9. "Huh?"
10. Drop quickly
11. Netflix competitor
12. Square footage
13. Shut, as an envelope
14. Telepathic skill, for short
15. Does a flower bed chore
16. Young raptor
17. Heads' counterpart
19. Burning
23. Carve in stone
24. Taking care of business
29. Ming of Rockets fame
31. Mental keenness
33. Srta., across the Pyrenees
34. It may be pea-sized

35. Something ___ entirely
36. Diaper bag item
37. "Listen up!"
38. ___ Bo
39. Major sport in Japan
40. Ayatollah's land
41. Sushi bar drink
46. "Woe is me!"
47. Island east of Java
48. Boat in an Olympic slalom 

event
49. "___, Brute?"
50. Flight segment
51. Conflicted
52. Worked the soil
53. The 29th, for February 2020
55. Fluffy dog from China, infor-

mally
56. Gut-punch reaction
59. Animal in a roundup
60. Place to moor a ship
61. "Yada, yada, yada" (Abbr.)
62. Black cat, maybe
63. Missouri River tribe
64. Bear up?
65. Got bigger
66. Glue alternative, perhaps
67. "Rubaiyat" poet Khayyam
68. "Fidelity, Bravery, Integrity" 

org.
69. "I'm trying to study!"
73. Gershwin's "___ Rhythm"

74. Apothecary's weight
75. Actress Anderson
77. "Beloved" author Morrison
78. Wrestling hold
79. Manitoba native
81. Cafeteria carrier
82. Antiquated
83. Thing to pick
84. Qatar's capital
85. Buddy
88. Dear
89. Silky-textured Italian dessert
90. Eliminate
91. Albums such as Lil Nas X's "7" 

(Abbr.)
92. Sounds
93. TiVo products
94. "Brr"
95. "I didn't do it!"
96. Certain northern Iraqi
97. Site with a "Health A-Z" 

section
101. "Encore!"
102. Pilates relative
103. Dour
105. Lauryn Hill 'do
106. Amount to make do with
107. "___ bien!"
109. Like a big paycheck
110. One might cross a stream
111. Day, in Tijuana
112. Mink's coat

KRISTEN DAVIS (61), of Alexandria, Jan. 21, 2020

BARBARA A. DIGGS (79), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 25, 

2019

VIRGINIA M. HAMMELL (75), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 

17, 2020

WILLIAM LANHAM (72), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 21, 2020

MARGARET MORING (83), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 23, 2020

ANGELO B. PERRIELLO (97), of Alexandria, Jan. 21, 2020

WILLIAM G. THOMAS (80), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 23, 2020

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
110+ PROPERTIES IN RVA 
TAX SALE.  Online and live 
auction for City of Richmond 
tax delinquent properties. 
Bidding begins Wednesday, 
February 19 at 2 p.m. Preview 
properties online today! 
Motleys, 3600 Deepwater 
Terminal Rd., Richmond, VA. | 
www.motleys.com/rvataxsale | 
877-MOTLEYS | VAL16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 

target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

Redevelopment / 
Investment Opportunity 
in the Heart of Hampton, 
VA! 19.56 acres in prime 
location on Mercury Blvd, 
one mile from Interstate 64. 
Ideal for office, medical, 
multi-family, condos, 
apartments, hospitality, big 
box retail, and retail pad 
sites. SVN/Motleys | Philip 

Baxter | 540.847.2385 | 
svnmotleys.com

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

EDUCATION/CAREER
TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING  – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204- 4130

HELP WANTED/
DRIVER

Need CDL Drivers? 
Advertise your JOB 
OPENINGS statewide or in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
to reach truck drivers. Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net 

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

             
Professional Organizer in 
Alexandria, Virginia.
I am a hands-on professional 
organizer, I sort through 
and declutter by donating, 
recycling and organizing the 
keeps. A clutter free home is 
very important to the mind.  
Keep Calm & Just Organize; 
Call/text me now @ 
(304) 320-5595. www. 
lavenderorganizes.com

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-0001
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Classifieds

Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the beltway 
and our nation’s capital. Hermitage Northern 

Virginia offers rooftop views of Washington, D.C. 
surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped 

gardens. Free yourself from the hassles of home 
ownership, and spend time exploring your passions 
or finding new ones. At Pinnacle Living, our team 

works closely with residents, families and loved ones 
to fulfill our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. 
We are here for those who seek independence, 

combined with a secure plan for the future.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA,  
VIRGINIA

FINANCE DEPARTMENT/
PURCHASING DIVISION

SUITE 301 - BANKER'S 
SQUARE

100 NORTH PITT STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

22314

Sealed proposals for the City of 
Alexandria per specifications will 
be received in the office of the Pur-
chasing Division until the date and 
time designated as follows:

Title: Request for Proposals No. 
882, BOND COUNSEL

Closing Date and Time: February 
20, 2020 at 3:00 p.m., prevailing 
local time.

For general inquiries contact 
James Pearson, Contract Special-

ist, at james.pearson@alexandri-
ava.gov.
The City of Alexandria reserves 
the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, 
and to waive any informalities or 
irregularities in procedure.  THE 
CITY REQUIRES ITS CON-
TRACTORS TO BE EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS

*BEFORE 1985*
All Makes & Models.

Running or Not.  
Any Condition.
 $Cash Paid $  

Free appraisals.
CALL: 1- (315)-569-8094

Or Email:
Cyclerestoration@aol.com

their concern with the cur-
rent storm water drainage 
system in the area. They 
said the storm water drain 
that runs underground along 
Scroggins fills quickly during 
large rains and contributes 
to flooding around many of 
the houses in the area.

Elizabeth Lee has lived 
on Scroggins Road for about 
five years. During that time, 
her basement has flooded 
five or six times, leading to 
foundational damage total-
ing about $20,000, she said. 
Like many of her neighbors, 
Lee said she worries that 
the new APC parking lot, 
which will contain 98 park-
ing spaces, would push even 
more rainwater runoff to-
wards their homes.

“Please do everything you 
can to make sure that that 
runoff stays on that proper-
ty because the storm drains 
are very old and they’re al-
ready at capacity and if you 

don’t perk the water down 
very slowly, those of us who 
live in the surrounding ar-
eas, and your own building 
as well, you’ll have water un-
derneath it a lot,” Lee said.

Despite the current is-
sues, planning commission 
members said they did not 
think the expansion project 
would make things worse.

“We also discussed the 
existing issues with traffic 
and storm water and found 
that this project did not exac-
erbate them and that, in fact, 
we were getting enhance-
ments to storm water, that 
there would be a much better 
outcome from the storm wa-
ter issues once this project 
was constructed,” Commis-
sioner Melinda Lyle said.

Additionally, Lyle said 
the planning commission 
found that APC’s site plan 
met all zoning require-
ments in regards to park-
ing, height, floor area ratio 
and setbacks. APC showed a 
willingness to work with res-
idents by agreeing to install 
a six-foot fence instead of a 
hedge row on one section of 
the border, per a neighbor’s 
request, Lyle added.

“Unfortunately, as has 
been mentioned, we are re-
ally in a tight spot,” Council-
or Del Pepper said. “There’s 
no wiggle room, really. We 
have to follow the law.”

Pepper added that she 
hoped both sides felt that 
they had been heard.

-landerson@alextimes.com 
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Unfortunately, as has been mentioned, we 
are really in a tight spot. There’s no wiggle 
room, really. We have to follow the law.”

– Councilor Del Pepper
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LaurenBishopHomes.com

Let Lauren Bishop  
Open Doors for You

511 S. LEE STREET
FOR SALE $2,195,000

5 Beds | 3.55 Baths 

209 S. LEE STREET
FOR SALE $4,300,000

5 Beds | 3.5 Baths 

1007 VASSAR ROAD
FOR SALE $1,650,000

FOR RENT $6,500/month

Old Town, Alexandria  Tel. 202.361.5079  I  LBishop@McEnearney.com  I  109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  I  Equal Housing Opportunity

919 DUKE STREET
FOR SALE $1,000,000

5 Beds | 2.5 Baths 

506 S COLUMBUS STREET
FOR RENT $3,200/mo.

2 Beds | 2.5 Baths 

214 WOLFE STREET
JUST SOLD $1,220,000

4 Beds | 2.5 Baths 


