
Religious leaders 
strive to stay connect-
ed with congregations
BY LUKE ANDERSON

During difficult times, 
people often turn to their 
religious communities for 
support, but conditions 

under the coronavirus pan-
demic continue to hinder 
those fellowships.

Religious leaders and in-
stitutions are finding new 
ways to connect with con-
gregations while maintain-
ing their traditions. This 
week marks the Christian 

Holy Week leading up to 
Easter on April 12, while the 
Jewish Passover began on 
April 8. These holidays, both 
of which represent deliver-
ance and hope for the future, 
will certainly look and feel 
very different for those cele-
brating them this year.

At the beginning of 
March, most of Alexandria’s 
religious institutions were 
operating as normal, but 
things suddenly changed 
when coronavirus cas-
es began to infiltrate the 
Washington D.C. metro 
area. Now, with an execu-
tive order from Gov. Ralph 

Local organizations 
supply food during 
coronavirus pandemic
BY MISSY SCHROTT

As Alexandrians struggle 
with financial difficulties, 
health concerns, job security 
and other anxieties during 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
several local organizations 
are ensuring that food re-
mains off that list of worries. 

From Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools to ALIVE!, orga-

Governor announces 
auxiliary hospital site 
at Dulles Expo Center
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Coronavirus cases in Alex-
andria have escalated rapidly 
during the past week, with 
the first resident death due to 
COVID-19 reported on April 6.

The number of reported 
COVID-19 cases in the city 
have more than tripled in the 
past week, up to 141 by press 
time. The Alexandria Health 
Department has reported 
10 or more new cases in the 
city every day in the month 
of April.

Nationally, officials have 
warned that this could be the 
deadliest week of the corona-
virus, largely because results 
are coming in now for people 
who contracted the virus be-

City manager restruc-
tures budget in re-
sponse to COVID-19
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City Manager Mark Jinks 
released the details for the 
city’s significantly revised – 
and reduced – fiscal year 2021 
budget on Tuesday evening.

Jinks’ revised budget 
proposal for FY2021 comes 
in at $753.3 million, down 
5.8 percent from the $799.9 
million budget he proposed 
on Feb. 18. The changes are 
largely due to the coronavi-
rus’ impact on the economy. 
As planned, city council is 
set to adopt the budget for 

Vol. 16, No.15      Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper.       APRIL 9, 2020

TimesAlexandria
Keeping Alexandrians fed First city 

COVID-19 
death

Budget 2.0 Prayers during a pandemic

Spring2ACTion
Donate to local nonprofits 

during the city's annual 
giving day.

Page 13

INSIDE

The Alexandria Times' new  
podcast, Speak Easy, is out now. 

Find us on Spotify, iTunes and Google 
Play – or wherever you listen to podcasts. 

PHOTO/VOLUNTEER ALEXANDRIA
Volunteers from Volunteer Alexandria pose for a social-distance-appropriate photo after helping 
distribute food at the ALIVE! food drive on March 28.

Obituary
Community activist Carol 

Johnson dies at 67.
Page 10
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The Virginia Theological Seminary.
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Christine Roland Garner
Happy Easter! Stay safe and  
look after yourself and each other!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 32 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

Light filled 4 bedroom 3.5 bath end townhouse on a spacious 7,958 sq. ft. lot across from the Belle Haven golf course and a few blocks from the riverfront.  Hard-
wood floors on 2 levels, 2 wood burning fireplaces and freshly painted interior.  Master suite with modified en suite bath with soaking tub and walk-in shower.  

Finished walk-out lower level with 4th bedroom, 3rd full bath and family room with wet bar and French doors to the deep fenced yard with flagstone patio. 

OLDE BELHAVEN TOWNE

$729,000 

Tucked away in an enclave of townhomes looking out to park area is this light filled brick home. Four bedrooms and 3.5 baths this home has been renovated 
from top to bottom with approx. 2,300 sq. ft. of finished living area and separate egress to the lower level from the front and french doors to patio in back. Open 

floor plan with bright white eat in kitchen and new slate SS appliances, refinished wood floors throughout, 3.5 baths all NEW and relined chimneys!

GOLF COURSE SQUARE

$719,000 Coming Soon



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  APRIL 9, 2020 | 3 

fore strict social distancing 
measures were put in place. 
Mayor Justin Wilson echoed 
that this is what Alexandria is 
experiencing on a local level. 

“The people who are test-
ing positive today are people 
that were infected two weeks 
ago,” Wilson said. “You have 
a period of incubation then 
you have the period of test-
ing, then you have the wait for 
those results. For the next sev-
eral days, I think we’re going 
to continue to see the number 
go up pretty dramatically.” 

Alongside the surge in cas-
es is new data predicting fewer 
deaths in the United States, 
and a sooner-than-anticipated 
apex in Virginia. 

The new projection mod-
el comes from the Institute 
for Health Metrics and Eval-
uation at the University of 
Washington. The forecast-
ing model has been used by 
the White House and dubbed 
by the Washington Post as 

“America’s most influential 
coronavirus model.” 

As of press time, the IHME 
model projects that Virginia’s 
peak resource use will come 
on April 20. The projections 
are based on the assumption 
that people will continue to 
practice full social distancing 
through May. The model pre-
dicts that on the peak date, 
Virginia will have enough 
regular hospital beds and ICU 
beds, but a shortage of 272 in-
vasive ventilators. 

Last week, IHME estimat-
ed state resource use would 
peak on May 20 and that the 
state would have a deficit of 
589 ICU beds and 734 inva-
sive ventilators. 

Wilson cautioned against 
placing too much conviction 
in one model’s projections.

“There are a lot of differ-
ent models, and I also think 
it’s a fallacy to look at Vir-
ginia as a monolith,” Wil-
son said. “Virginia is a very 
diverse state … so there are 
going to be parts of the state 

that are going to have dif-
ferent peaks and different 
hospital capacity at various 
different times.”

In addition, Wilson said a 
University of Virginia model 
commissioned by the gover-
nor is supposed to be released 
soon, which could have more 
specific Virginia estimates.

Inova Alexandria Hospi-
tal and the City of Alexandria 
did not respond to requests for 
comments on the IHME pro-
jections by press time. How-
ever, last week, Inova spokes-
person Tracy Connell told the 
Times that Inova was prepar-
ing for a surge. 

“IAH has updated the 
pandemic surge plan to meet 
the unique demands of the 
COVID-19 situation,” Connell 
said in an email. “We have 
supplies and equipment to care 
for every patient that has pre-
sented to the hospital, and we 
continue to acquire additional 
capacity in preparation for any 
surge that may present.” 

Gov. Ralph Northam (D-

VA) announced one measure 
that’s underway to expand 
hospital capacity during his 
April 3 briefing on COVID-19: 
Three sites in Virginia have 
been chosen for large auxil-
iary hospitals.

Temporary hospitals will 
be built in Northern Virgin-
ia, Richmond and the Nor-
folk/Virginia Beach area. 
They will be projects of both 
the state government and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, the Virginia Press As-
sociation reported.

The Northern Virginia site 
will be located at the Dulles 
Expo Center. The facility is 
expected to have the capac-
ity to house 510 regular or 
315 ICU beds. At his Monday 

briefing, Northam said work 
on the auxiliary hospitals 
would begin this week. The 
sites are expected to be oper-
ational at some point in May 
– possibly after the state’s 
peak resource need. 

On April 3, both the Centers 
of Disease Control and Preven-
tion and the City of Alexandria 
issued recommendations that 
all residents wear cloth masks 
every time they leave their 
homes to prevent community 
spread of COVID-19.

For daily updates on 
COVID-19 in Alexandria, go to 
www.alextimes.com/2020/04/
coronavirus-in-alexandria. 

Denise Dunbar contributed 
to this article.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

COVID-19 FROM | 1

CORRECTION:
In the article "Navigating the real estate market during the COVID-19 pandemic," in the April 2 edition of 
the Times, a photo caption incorrectly stated that 6 Potomac Court was located in the southwest quad-
rant of Old Town, when it is actually located in the southeast quadrant. The Times regrets the error.
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nizations throughout the city 
are hosting food drives and 
distribution events to make 
sure all Alexandrians have 
enough to eat during this fi-
nancially uncertain time. 

The speed with which the 
COVID-19 situation has been 
escalating, both locally and 
worldwide, required sever-
al organizations to develop 
their food distribution plans 
in a matter of days. 

“We hit the ground run-
ning. That pretty much was 
initially the process,” Cyn-
thia Hormel, director of 
school nutrition services at 
ACPS, said. 

Hormel had just a few days’ 
notice that ACPS might can-
cel classes before the official  
announcement on March 13. 
Because the school system in-
cludes some of the city’s most 
vulnerable populations – 56 
percent of students are eligi-
ble for free or reduced-price 
meals – ACPS made it a priori-
ty to ensure that students con-
tinued to have access to food. 

The division began dis-
tributing free meals on March 

16, the first day classes were 
cancelled, and continues to 
provide food to ACPS students 
and families. The week before 
spring break, ACPS distribut-
ed 28,322 meals, a 37 percent 
increase over the previous 
week, ACPS Communications 
Specialist Julie Moult said. 
Food distribution efforts con-
tinued during spring break.

While all food is being 
funded by the ACPS school 
nutrition fund, Volunteer Al-
exandria has been supplying 
volunteers to help at the var-
ious distribution sites. 

“I got an email from the 
school system asking if we 
could help if the school sys-
tem would open up take-out 
meals and I said, ‘Absolutely 
yes,’” Marion Brunken, ex-
ecutive director of Volun-
teer Alexandria, said. “We 
responded pretty fast I have 
to admit, but … it’s our role. 
We can’t just say, ‘No, I don’t 
think so.’ The school need-
ed our help with mobilizing 
people, and this is the typical 
case in an emergency.”

The demand for volunteers 
has been met by an equal, if 
not greater, number of com-

munity members willing to 
help. In the past six weeks, 
more than 500 registered vol-
unteers have performed more 
than 1,700 hours of service 
through Volunteer Alexan-
dria, Brunken said. Typically, 
about 150 new members sign 
up to volunteer through Vol-

unteer Alexandria per month. 
In March alone, at least 340 
people created new accounts, 
Brunken said. 

“The increase in people 
that are still willing to help 
out is amazing,” Brunken said. 
“We are living in a community 
that is just really giving, and 
this pandemic shows it.”

While the ACPS food 
distribution operation is 
reserved for students and 
their families, other drives 
throughout the city are open 

to all residents. 
Throughout the metropol-

itan region, the YMCA is of-
fering produce and meal dis-
tributions. At the Alexandria 
YMCA in Del Ray, produce 
is available for anyone who 
needs it Mondays 4 to 6 p.m. 
and Tuesdays 9 a.m. to noon, 
and meal boxes are available 
for children 18 and younger 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

“All of our branches shut 
down [on March 16], so once 
that happened, we were trying 
to, as an association, identify 
services that we can provide … 
based on the different needs 
that we’ve heard from our 
members and local communi-
ty, and it became very appar-
ent that food was going to be 
the first thing that we needed 
to do,” Kristy McCarron, asso-
ciation director of community 
health for YMCA of Metropol-
itan Washington, said.

Within a week, the YMCA 
had established produce 
and meal distribution sites 
throughout the DMV that are 
open to anyone, regardless of 
affiliation with the Y.

“Most of our sites sold 
out within 30 minutes to an 
hour,” McCarron said. “I’ve 
been working in food distri-
bution for 12 years and that 

 
 FONTAINE

 Full menu available plus new “bulk” items to go

Open 1 pm to 8 pm 
Seven days a week

On April 15, get a free cup of coffee to go with your 
order if you mention you gave to Spring2ACTion!

Pick-up, curbside or delivery available

Helping individuals and organizations  
achieve their potential

An Alexandria small business 
www.thejupegroup.com • rita@thejupegroup.com

Call us at 202 621 4751  
for a complimentary initial session

The Jupe 
GroupRita Jupe 

Owner and Principal

Leadership Coaching • Career 
Coaching • Team Facilitation Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, 
Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Delivery and curbside pick 
up and contactless pay.
See winegallery108.com for  
hours & updates.

We have ‘grab and go’ 
grocery items too!

FOOD FROM | 1
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COURTESY PHOTO
Cars line up for the ALIVE! food distribution event on March 28. 
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Why is Sadie smiling?  The AWLA is offering a Virtual Adoption 
process, so she can meet her new best friend online!

She may not be great at social distancing, but she’s happy to keep you 
company as you stay at home, and she’ll tell you all the best shows to 

watch on Animal Planet.  

Read more at AlexandriaAnimals/org/VirtualAdoptions. 

THANK YOU

~ Virtual Adoptions Available Now  ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

Thank you for your understanding during this difficult time. 
Stay safe.

We at The Lamplighter have wrestled with our desire to help our  
customers whole also keeping everyone healthy and safe.
We all need to do our part in being careful and limiting our exposure to 
others. To help combat the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
To this end, we will be limiting our services to just repair pickups. This 
will mean the store will be closed. However, arrangements can be 
made to pickup repairs by appointment only.
We ask that you set up an appointment via email:
customerservice@lamplighterlamps.com

was shocking to be honest, so 
we are just trying to pivot and 
bring as much food as possible 
to our sites and increase the 
amounts that we had before.”

Some organizations that 
regularly supply food to the 
city have also been over-
whelmed by the increased 
need.

ALIVE!, a 50-year-old lo-
cal nonprofit known for its 
monthly food pantries, has 
ramped up its inventory and 
shifted its procedures to re-
spond to the pandemic. It 
added additional food pantries 
last month and established 
drive-through pick-up sites to 
minimize social interaction.

The organization has done 
four Truck-to-Trunk food dis-
tribution events, reaching a 
total of about 2,000 families 
and distributing the equiv-
alent of about 40,000 meals, 
according to Executive Direc-
tor Jennifer Ayers. 

Ayers hopes to continue 
with more events in May if 
ALIVE! is able to continue 
acquiring food.

“I think our biggest chal-
lenge right now is the same 
thing grocery stores are expe-
riencing and that’s the supply 
chain. There’s just a limited 
amount of supplies available to 
purchase,” Ayres said. “As long 
as we can get food into the city, 
we feel like we will. So that’s 
our plan, just to keep going.” 

ACPS responded to the 
high demand for food by ex-
panding the number of pick-
up sites just one week after 
beginning. Now, students and 
families can pick up meals at 
William Ramsay Elementary 
School, Francis C. Hammond 
Middle School, Cora Kelly 
School for Math, Science and 
Technology, Jefferson-Hous-
ton PreK-8 IB School and T.C. 
Williams High School. There 
are also grab-and-go pop-up 
sites located at various apart-
ment complexes and commu-
nity centers.

“Adding the additional 
sites has been very helpful,” 

Hormel said. “[We’re] tar-
geting areas where we really 
felt like we wanted to be able 
to get the food to our kids 
with the greatest needs. … 
We wound up working with 
our transportation, and we 
developed what we called 
‘pop-up sites.’ They’re just 
specific targeted areas where 
we could run food out of T.C. 
and run them on a school bus 
into those neighborhoods.”

One challenge that the 
various food distribution 
operations are experiencing 
is safety, for both the peo-
ple distributing food and the 
people receiving it.

“[These are] unprecedent-
ed times,” Hormel said. “Try-
ing to come up with a plan by 
which we can serve our com-
munity, to limit the amount 
of people out and about, to 
respect that self-quarantin-
ing and staying at home, how 
do we proceed?”

Volunteer Alexandria vets 
its volunteers before they can 
begin working, which is partic-
ularly important now with the 
influx of newcomers. Volun-
teers are only eligible to sign 
up if they have not been ex-
posed to the coronavirus, are 
not experiencing any symp-
toms and are under 65 years 
old. At different sites, volun-
teer coordinators make sure all 
volunteers meet those criteria 
and wear cloth face coverings. 

“The people managing the 

volunteers on site … might be 
in a role where you actually 
have to tell somebody, ‘I’m 
sorry, but I need to tell you to 
leave because you’re cough-
ing,’” Brunken said.

At most sites, the people 
distributing food are staying 
six feet apart from each other 
and wearing face coverings. 

“We’re operating with the 
least amount of volunteers 
possible just to try to keep 
social distance,” Ayers said. 
“Right now, our food is being 
stored at … the old DASH bus 
barn because the city’s lending 
us that space, so there’s people 
packing food there for the next 
distribution, but they’re like 10 
feet apart, so we can only take 
20 volunteers at a time.”

In addition to the new 
food distribution operations 
around the city, various es-
tablished food drives are 
continuing to serve those 
in need. ALIVE! encourag-
es people who need food to 
visit local pantries. For a list 
of emergency food access 
points in the city, go to www.
hungerfreealexandria.com. 

People who wish to volun-
teer are encouraged to visit 
Volunteer Alexandria's web-
site for a list of opportuni-
ties. To donate to the various 
local organizations that are 
on the front lines of fighting 
the coronavirus outbreak, 
visit www.spring2action.org.

-mschrott@alextimes.com
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COURTESY PHOTO
The YMCA in Alexandria is offering produce and meal distribution 
for residents, regardless of their affiliation with the Y.
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Stay connected
to what you love

about Alexandria’s
small businesses.

Restaurant delivery
Online shopping

Livestream demos
Virtual tours & more!

presented by
Visit Alexandria

FY2021 and the 10-year cap-
ital improvement projects 
budget on April 29. 

When Jinks originally 
proposed his $799.9 million 
FY2021 budget to city coun-
cil on Feb. 18, revenues were 
growing and prospects for 
capital projects were looking 
good, but over the course of 
the last month, the public 
health crisis caused by the 
spread of the coronavirus has 
caused “one of the biggest 
sudden economic downturns 
we’ve ever seen,” Jinks said.

“The budget situation, in 
short, it’s cataclysmic,” May-
or Justin Wilson said.

Between now and the end 

of FY2020 on June 30, the city 
expects a revenue shortfall 
of $35.8 million, and FY2021 
revenues are projected to be 
down $56.4 million.

“We were projected, be-
fore this all happened, to 
finish the year with about 
a $5 to $10 million surplus, 
so that’s about a $45 million 
swing. That’s huge,” Wilson 
said. “And then next year’s 
budget, the FY21 budget is 
about a $56 million hole. 
And those are humungous 
holes and are going to force 
the community to have a 
very significant reckoning 
about what the essential 
roles of government are and 
what they are not.”

Jinks’ proposed budget 

“version 2.0” for FY2021 at-
tempts to fill that hole by de-
ferring specific capital projects 
and reducing expenditures in 
key areas. The revised FY2021 
budget is $753,276,147.

The most significant 
change to the city’s revenue 
plan is its approach to the 
real estate tax. In February, 
Jinks proposed a 2-cent in-
crease to the real estate tax 
rate, which would have pro-
duced $12.8 million in reve-
nue for the city. In response 
to the COVID-19 crisis, Jinks 
and city staff proposed re-
moving the tax rate increase 
from the FY2021 budget.

“The thinking behind that 
is that an increase in the tax 
rate adds an additional bur-
den to homeowners and to 
other property owners and 
that raising tax rates at this 
time, I think you’ll see the rest 
of Northern Virginia largely 
follow suit on not raising tax 
rates that were proposed,” 
Jinks said.

The proposed increase in 
storm sewer fees would also 
be cancelled in the new bud-
get; however, the increase in 
the solid waste refuse collec-
tion fee would remain.

The revenues gained 
through the 2-cent increase 
would have funded several 
long-term capital projects. 
As a result, the city manager 
also proposed deferring some 
of those projects.

A total of $24 million 
and $140.6 million in capital 
projects are proposed to be 
deferred from FY2020 and 
FY2021 respectively. The 
most significant projects de-
ferred from the next fiscal 
year would be $30.5 million 
in funding for the first phase 
of the Waterfront Park flood 
mitigation plan and $103.7 
million in funding for the T.C. 
Williams High School Minnie 
Howard campus project. 

Both projects would be 
deferred to FY2023; howev-
er, enough funding remains 
for planning to continue in 
FY2021.

By deferring these proj-

ects, others, such as the 
Douglas MacArthur Elemen-
tary School rebuild, will be 
able to take higher priority. 
The MacArthur rebuild is 
still in the proposed FY2021-
2030 CIP budget, Jinks said.

The projected $56.4 million 
drop in revenues for FY2021 
means the city has to cut ex-
pense areas significantly to 
produce a balanced budget.

Salaries, wages and bene-
fits for city employees make up 
the majority of expenditures 
in any given year. Jinks pro-
posed freezing compensation 
improvements for city employ-
ees in FY2021, which would 
eliminate the 1.5 percent pay 
increase for all city employees 
and merit increases for quali-
fied employees that he origi-
nally proposed. 

The city adopted a hiring 
freeze in March with “selec-
tive exceptions,” Jinks said. 
One of those exceptions is ad-
ditional firefighter positions 
to ensure minimum staffing 
standards – four firefighters 
to a truck. The city is hoping 
to get federal funding to sup-
port this through the Corona-
virus Aid, Relief and Econom-
ic Security Act, Jinks said.

To increase the city’s re-
sponse to the coronavirus 
outbreak, Jinks proposed set-
ting aside $1 million in fed-
eral funds, which would be 
matched by the state, to hire 
additional epidemiology staff 
for the Alexandria Health De-
partment.

Combined, the employee 
pay freeze and hiring freeze 
account for about $12 million 
in expenditure reductions. 

The city manager also pro-
posed a $7.4 million reduction 

in the school operating fund 
transfer, equivalent to Alexan-
dria City Public Schools’ com-
pensation improvement plan. 
The city is not proposing the 
school board specifically cut 
the money from the compen-
sation improvement plan, only 
that an equivalent amount be 
cut from the budget, Jinks said.

In addition to deferring 
flood mitigation construc-
tion and the Minnie Howard 
project, Jinks proposed push-
ing back several other small 
capital projects, including 
planning for capacity im-
provements to the city’s train 
station and space planning 
for the Torpedo Factory.

The city manager also 
proposed that the city use $8 
million from two “rainy day 
funds” that were specifical-
ly intended for use during an 
economic downturn and nat-
ural disasters or emergencies.

“Although the sun’s out 
at the moment, a few min-
utes ago it was raining, and I 
think economically it’s going 
to keep raining for the next 15 
months,” Jinks said.

Plugging up the $35.8 
million budget gap in FY2020 
is even more of a challenge, 
given the fiscal year is almost 
over. The hiring freeze and 
money saved from the city’s 
fourth quarter Metro bill go a 
long way toward achieving a 
balanced budget, Jinks said.

Other reductions include 
reducing open space funding 
by $2.5 million, deferring fu-
eling station funds by $2 mil-
lion and cancelling the $6.1 
million renovation of the AHD 
building at 4480 King St. AHD 
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We were projected, before this all 
happened, to finish the year with 
about a $5 to $10 million surplus, so 

that’s about a $45 million swing. That’s 
huge ... And then next year’s budget, the 
FY21 budget is about a $56 million hole.”

– Mayor Justin Wilson
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Here’s how you can 
help support  

small businesses  
during the Covid-19 

outbreak 
GIVE THE GIFT OF BUSINESS 
Buy a gift card to use at a 
later date and shop locally 
online when possible. 

KEEP YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

To the gym, exercise class, 
painting class, music and 
dance lessons, etc.  Many 
small businesses rely on 
your support to keep their doors 
open and pay their bills. Your support 
can save that business. 

BUY NOW, PICK UP LATER 

Planning to make a purchase? 
Call the business to see if you 
can make the purchase but 
pick it up later. 

ORDER FOOD-TO-GO OR HAVE IT 
DELIVERED 

Local restaurants are open 
and ready to provide their 
delicious food. Order and 
pay online. Consider adding a  
generous tip .  
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and all the heroes in the med-
ical profession. Thank you to 

our frontline businesses work-
ing long hours stocking shelves, 

cashiering, bagging and cleaning. 
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making decisions to keep us safe. 
We appreciate all of you!

Northam (D-VA) prohibiting 
gatherings of more than 10 
people, houses of worship 
throughout the city are ex-
ploring new ways to engage 
with and support their com-
munities. 

The Virginia Theological 
Seminary was the first estab-
lishment in Alexandria to be 
directly affected by the vi-
rus. Father Tim Cole of Christ 
Church in Georgetown was 
the first to test positive for 
COVID-19 in Washington D.C. 
Soon after, the church’s organ-
ist also tested positive. The 
organist had played during a 
service at Immanuel Chapel on 
the Virginia Theological Sem-
inary campus on March 2, ac-
cording to Dean Ian Markham.

On March 10, the Alexan-
dria Health Department was 
notified of the potential expo-
sure and issued a news release 
urging anyone who visited 
Immanuel Chapel between 
Feb. 26 and March 4 to mon-
itor themselves for symptoms 
for 14 days from their last visit.

The exposure resulted 
in Alexandria’s first case of 

COVID-19 on March 11. Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary 
ended up with three positive 
cases, two students and one 
student’s spouse, as well as 
53 people in quarantine, ac-
cording to Markham.

“It was a very stressful 
time,” Markham said. “It still 
is. That was hard. Being the 
first was a significant land-
mark moment, which was 
challenging.”

When he received con-
firmation from the AHD of 
the presumed positive case, 
Markham shut down the 
campus, except for essential 
services such as mail and fa-
cility workers. The rest of the 
seminary’s approximately 100 
employees were instructed to 
work or train remotely. 

Since then, the seminary 
has been uploading three 
chapel services online each 
week, and students have been 
taking classes online. About 
half of the student body has re-
turned to their homes around 
the country, Markham said.

The seminary communi-
ty has been resilient though. 
Volunteers, students and staff 
have delivered food to those 

53 in quarantine, left daffodils 
at each other’s doors, creat-
ed a spoof newspaper called 
“These Desperate Times” and 
organized a singing of “It Is 
Well With My Soul” by record-
ing individual parts while in 
isolation, Markham said.

Other churches around 
the city are using social me-

dia and video chat technolo-
gy to stay in touch with their 
congregations while they 
can’t physically gather.

“I will say the number 
of people that have partici-
pated in our noonday prayer 
service or via our worship 
services online has certain-
ly increased, which I think 

is a good thing,” the Rev. 
Quardricos Driskell, pastor 
of Beulah Baptist Church, 
said. “I think that speaks to 
the longing ... to be in com-
munity and to be in fellow-
ship with one another.”

Since canceling in-person 

PHOTO/QUARDRICOS DRISKELL
Beulah Baptist Church is one of the oldest churches in Alexandria. 
Founded in 1863, it is 157 years old.
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703.627.5421 | OldTownAlexandriaLiving.com
Babs@BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292

Equal Housing Opportunity

Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties for 25+ Years

19 Wilkes Street  |  $2,300,000
Stunning river vistas are enjoyed from every level of this distinctive 3/4-bedroom, 3.5-bath Harborside home. This unique floor 
plan offers hardwood floors, 5 fireplaces, custom moldings, interior elevator, sun-filled kitchen with family room, and spacious 
open living and dining rooms for family gathering. Two brick terraces provide a peaceful oasis, one with glistening water views. 

PLEASE SUPPORT

APRIL 15th  |  spring2action.org

ACPS leaders approve 
updated academic 
calendar
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Superintendent Dr. Greg-
ory Hutchings, Ed.D., and Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
staff presented changes to 
the school division’s academ-
ic calendar and grading poli-
cy to the school board during 
a remote meeting on April 3.

The school board unani-
mously approved Hutchings’ 
proposed changes to the aca-
demic calendar for both pre-K 
through grade five and grade 
six through grade 12. The 
board is set to vote on the new 
grading policies on April 17.

Gov. Ralph Northam (D-
VA) announced on March 
23 that schools statewide 
would close for the rest of 
the school year due to the 
COVID-19 coronavirus out-
break. Since then, teachers, 

students and the community 
have wondered what the rest 
of the 2019-2020 school year 
would look like.

The revised continuity of 
learning plan involves ex-
panding remote learning ac-
tivities and materials and al-
lowing staff to introduce new 
material to students, albeit 
in a limited capacity.

Hutchings noted that the 
educational plan is an exten-
sion of what ACPS is current-
ly doing, not a totally new 
plan, and he emphasized that 
it is designed to ensure flexi-
bility and autonomy for staff, 
especially teachers.

“We understand the 
pain that our staff is going 
through,” Hutchings said. “…
We cannot have structures 
where we say, ‘You have to 
teach at this time.’”

“The plan is extensive … 
but there is some guidance 
for the teachers in terms of 

how to actually spend that 
learning time and how to fo-
cus on learning during this 
plan,” Terri Mozingo, chief 
academic officer, said. “It 
also … provides the teachers 
a chance for being real cre-
ative and just different ways 
to engage students during 
this home learning setting.”

With students current-
ly on spring break, staff is 
working to get teachers up 
to speed on the school divi-
sion’s revised plan for ongo-
ing remote education in the 
age of social distancing. April 
13 will become a professional 

day for school staff instead of 
a teacher work day, which has 
been moved to April 27.

Regarding changes to 
the academic calendar, for 
pre-K through grade five, 
April 3 remains the end of 
the third quarter for the 
2019-2020 school year, and 
April 14 will be the first day 
of the fourth quarter.

For middle schoolers and 
high schoolers, the third 
quarter was extended to 
April 24. The fourth quarter 
will begin on April 28.

The extension is to allow 
middle and high school stu-

dents to submit late assign-
ments or assignments for 
reassessment, Gerald Mann, 
executive director of elemen-
tary and secondary instruc-
tion, said. Students will now 
have until April 24 to turn in 
missing third quarter assign-
ments that were assigned be-
fore March 13.

“We settled on extending 
to the 24th because we know 
we have students who have 
not engaged at all with us 
since March 13,” Mann said. 
“…This was really to provide 
flexibility for our students.”

The school board unan-
imously adopted the pro-
posed changes to the aca-
demic calendar.

Apart from the changes 
to the academic calendar, the 
most significant element of 
staff’s revised plan includes 
concrete changes to the grad-

School board considers new grading policy

SEE SCHOOL BOARD | 9

“We understand the pain that 
our staff is going through … We 
cannot have structures where we 

say, ‘You have to teach at this time.’”
– Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D,

superintendent, ACPS
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I’ll guide you home!  

Fran Slade

Your Spring2Action donation means that the AWLA can 
continue to provide animals like Maya with a safe place to 

sleep, and nutritious meal and the attention and training she 
so wants while she is on the search for a new home.  Might 

Maya be the pup for you?  Then read more about the AWLA's 
new online Virtual Adoption process to help animals find their 
families — while practicing safe social distancing — at Alexan-

driaAnimals.org/VirtualAdoptions.

Spring2Action is your chance to make a difference 
in the lives of animals like Maya.  This 2-year-old 

terrier mix is a bundle of energy, but she's used that 
enthusiasm to learn some new tricks and enjoy some 

great meals and good friends while she waits  
to meet her new family.

ing policy, which the school 
board is slated to vote on 
during its April 17 meeting.

For pre-K through fifth 
grade students, third quarter 
progress reports will be based 
only on work completed on or 
before March 13. During the 
fourth quarter, in accordance 
with new Virginia Department 
of Education guidelines, pre-K 
and elementary school stu-
dents won’t be formally tested 
on standards. As a result, each 
standard will be marked either 
“introduced but not assessed” 
or “not taught” on fourth 
quarter progress reports.

The proposed grading 
policy bears more weight 
for middle school and high 
school students. For the third 
quarter, students in grades 
six through 12 will receive a 
letter grade based on the work 
they submitted on or before 
March 13 and completed by 
April 24.

Starting in the fourth 
quarter, middle school and 
high school students will 
earn either a “pass” or “no 
grade” for their work. The 
idea is to maximize students’ 
opportunity to improve their 
grade while minimizing the 
negative impact of poor per-
formance, Mann said.

A “pass” would weigh as 
the equivalent of a 100 per-
cent or A, while a “no grade” 
would not be factored into 
students’ final grades for 
the year. Only students who 
complete at least 60 percent 
of their assigned work can 
benefit from the new policy.

School board member Ja-
cinta Greene expressed con-
cern about how high school 
juniors’ grade point averages 
would be impacted by these 
new policies, given that many 
students would be submitting 
their transcripts to colleges 
and universities at this time. 

The new grading policy 
was designed with this in 
mind, Mann said.

“[Students will] have a 
letter grade for first, sec-

ond and third quarter, but 
if you get a P for the fourth 
quarter, you actually have a 
higher grade than you might 
achieve if we were in regular 
school session,” Mann said. 
“…We wanted to go in a di-
rection that would provide 
our students flexibility but 
also benefit them at the same 
time if they engage with us 
for the fourth quarter [in] six 
through 12 grade.”

In terms of ACPS’ educa-
tional plan for the remainder 
of the school year, Hutch-
ings stressed that what ACPS 
staff has created is bound 
to change as the situation 
around COVID-19 changes.

For pre-K through fifth 
grade students, ACPS has cre-
ated learning packets that will 
get mailed out to families at 
the beginning of the fourth 
quarter. In addition to learn-
ing materials, the learning 
packets will include tips for 
families that suggest what role 
parents can play in remote ed-
ucation, Mozingo said.

Story hour read-a-alongs, 
televised lessons and oth-
er remote engagements will 
also become part of the les-
son plan for pre-K and ele-
mentary school students. For 
middle and high school stu-
dents, ACPS plans to partner 
with local cultural groups, 
such as museums, to create 
virtual field trips.

“One of the assets of our 
area is there are a lot of dif-
ferent cultural groups, ways 
in which kids can get dif-
ferent experiences, so we’re 
in the process of designing 
something really unique for 
that group and working with 
teachers,” Mozingo said.

One of the ongoing chal-
lenges around remote learning 
is ensuring students, especial-
ly those with disabilities or 
those who don’t speak English 
as a first language, still receive 
an equitable education.

The concept of remote 
education itself can be a bar-
rier for families who don’t 
have internet access. With-
out online access, the Goo-

gle Chromebooks that ACPS 
provided students are ren-
dered useless.

To ensure online access, 
ACPS is working to provide 
Kajeet internet hotspots to the 
600 to 700 students who don’t 
have internet access. The 
school division is also testing 
mobile hotspot technology, 

Bethany Nickerson, executive 
director of EL services, said.

ACPS is creating mate-
rials in multiple languag-
es through in-house and 
outsourced translators and 
emphasizing collaboration 
between EL teachers and 
general education teachers.

According to Terry Werner 

from the Office of Specialized 
Instruction, virtual eligibility 
and individualized education 
program meetings will start 
the week of April 13 for stu-
dents with disabilities. The 
school division will also start 
offering tele-therapy sessions 
for students who need it.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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GIVE BACK TO 
THE COMMUNITY 
WE LOVE  
ON APRIL 15
Spring2ACTion.org 
Alexandria’s Giving Day

Giving Day Sponsors

ACT for Alexandria

City of Alexandria

Surviving Survivors Fund

Frantz Family Fund

The Patterson Group

ALX Community

Burke & Herbert Bank

Atlantic Union Bank

Eshom ‘n Wilhelm Fund

Focus Data Solutions

Holy Cow Burgers

John Marshall Bank

King Street Wireless

Marks-Woods 
Construction

Seward Group

Toskey Fund

Twist Boutique

Verdence

Wonder Women Fund

Yates Automotive

Alphagraphics

Bold Town Branding

Elizabeth’s Counter

South Block

Annual Partners

Reingold

Alexandria  
Restaurant Partners

McEnearney Associates

Colonial Parking

Alexandria Living Magazine

Start giving today!  
Visit www.Spring2ACTion.org for a 
complete list of participating nonprofits.

Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

HELP ALEXANDRIANS TODAY
AHDC’S COVID-19 RENT ASSISTANCE FUND

Because of the COVID-19 crisis, 
hundreds of AHDC households have 

lost their sources of income, and many 
more have increased healthcare and 

childcare costs. We’re doing everything 
we can to keep them on their feet at 

this time. Every dollar donated to our 
Spring2ACTion fund will go directly to 
residents impacted by this shutdown.

You can learn more and donate now at 
spring2action.org, searching Alexandria 

Housing Development Corporation.

Resident fought to pre-
serve the history of Alex-
andria’s African Ameri-
can neighborhoods
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Carol Johnson, an activist 
who fought for recognition of 
the city’s African American 
history and the rights of the 
historic Seminary neighbor-
hood, died on March 31. She 
was 67.

Johnson was born to Col. 
Marion Johnson and Crozet 
Johnson on Jan. 30, 1953. 

Civic engagement was in 
Johnson’s blood. Her father 
was a member of the Secret 

Seven, a group of African 
American men who advocat-
ed for Alexandria’s African 
American community at a 
time when racial tensions 
were high. 

“She took a lot of those les-
sons from him and her mother 
because they both were civ-
ic-minded. And Carol, I think 
it was just part of her make-
up,” Brenda Adams, Johnson’s 
best friend since childhood, 
said. “Carol felt best when she 
was serving other people, es-
pecially children.”

Johnson attended Bur-
gundy Farm Country Day 
School before joining Adams 

at Blessed Sacrament School. 
Johnson and Adams were 
some of the first black stu-
dents to attend the school, 
but that didn’t stop them 
from participating in school 
activities. They played bas-
ketball, softball and track 
together before moving on to 
St. Mary’s Academy.

Johnson went to college 
at Hampton Institute, now 
Hampton University, where 
she studied physical educa-
tion. After graduating, she 
worked as a physical therapist 
at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in 
southeast Washington D.C., 
but eventually went back to 
school to get a certificate in 
computer technology.

For the rest of her career, 
Johnson worked in I.T. for a 
number of companies, in-
cluding Deloitte.

However, most people re-
member Johnson not for her 
career in technology but her 
lifelong dedication to Alex-
andria and its people.

“She loved this city, and 
she didn’t just say it – she 

practiced it,” Adams said.
“She certainly made a dif-

ference in our community and 
will be sorely missed,” former 
Mayor Allison Silberberg said. 
“Alexandria has lost a pillar 
of the community. She spoke 
out for doing what is right and 
she spoke for the truth. I will 
certainly miss her and I’m 
deeply saddened about her 
loss. It’s a terrible loss for our 
community.”

Johnson was active in 
the Seminary Civic Associ-
ation and represented her 
neighborhood on the broad-
er Seminary Hill Association 
board of directors from 2016 
to 2018. She fought tireless-
ly to ensure that the history 
of the Woods and Fort Ward 
neighborhoods, historical-
ly black enclaves in the city, 
was remembered and ac-
knowledged by a city that has 
a complicated racial history.

“She was excellent at be-
ing able to explain our com-
plex history, especially with 
regard to race relations. She 
had a gift for being able to 

share a story almost like your 
favorite teacher,” Silberberg 
said. “You could just sit and 
listen to her and absorb what 
she had to say. It was a gift 
that she had for sure.”

Many of the families in 
the Woods neighborhood, 
including the Johnsons, can 
trace their roots back to the 
emancipated slaves who 
first took up residence in the 
area after the Civil War. The 
promise of land and available 
agricultural jobs led many 
African Americans to settle 
in what was then known as 
the Seminary neighborhood 
and up the hill among the 
remnants of Fort Ward.

As a member of the Fort 
Ward and Seminary African 
American Descendants Soci-
ety, Johnson helped bring at-
tention to areas of the city’s 
history that had gone over-
looked or unrecognized.

“We did a lot of work to get 
the city to acknowledge the 
role of African Americans in 

Carol Johnson, community activist, dies at 67

SEE JOHNSON | 11
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 Union   Square
Union Square salutes the 

efforts our doctors, nurses 
and first responders 

fighting Covid-19.
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.

Your support during
Spring2ACTion helps the fight
for clean water & a healthy
Potomac River

Search Potomac Conservancy  
at www.spring2action.org/

that fort and the lives of Af-
rican Americans at that fort 
and the sacred ground that a 
lot of our ancestors are buried 
on,” Adams, also a member of 
the society, said.

Johnson’s civic engage-
ment was, in many ways, an 
extension of her family’s fight 
for the same issues, Frances 
Terrell, Seminary Civic Asso-
ciation president, said.

The ongoing controversy 
around the school system’s 
attempts to add stadium 
lighting at T.C. Williams 
High School’s Parker-Gray 
Stadium was another key 
fight for Johnson. Neighbors 
in the area claim that school 
leaders made a verbal prom-
ise to never light the field. 

“That’s amazing because 
her father was one of the Se-
cret Seven, one of the seven 
men who fought for the com-
munity, and had the school 
come up with that agreement. 
She was there fighting for her 
father’s legacy,” Terrell said.

Whenever the opportu-
nity arose to volunteer in 
the community, it was easy 
to guarantee that Johnson 
would be there, Adams said.

“I remember that she told 
this story about how her fa-
ther would sometimes get a 
phone call late at night – 10 or 
11 p.m. or later – and she could 
hear his voice calmly say, ‘Ok, 

I understand. I’ll be there in 
about 10 minutes.’ And he 
would go,” Silberberg said.

Johnson took the same ap-
proach. Whenever someone 
was in need – whether it was 
a friend whose car had been 
impounded in Maryland or a 
food bank requesting dona-
tions – Johnson was there.

Adams recalled volun-
teering with Johnson as 
“popcorn ladies” for First 
Night Alexandria in 2019.

“We could’ve been out 
partying like everybody else 
was on New Year’s Eve, but 
we decided that would be fun 
to pop popcorn and give it to 
the kids. And that’s what we 
did,” Adams said.

Through it all, Johnson’s 
smile and quiet sense of humor 
made her a pleasure to hang 
out with, her friends said.

“You really felt a connec-
tion when you were with her,” 
Gwen Day-Fuller, a friend who 
served with Johnson in the 
Concerned Citizens Network 
of Alexandria, said. “You re-
ally felt that she was interest-
ed in you as an individual and 
wanted to be a friend. She was 
a good friend.”

Outside of her civic en-
gagement, Johnson enjoyed 
going out to brunch with 
friends, watching science 
fiction movies and flooding 
Adams’ inbox with humor-
ous texts.

Johnson never married and 

had no children of her own, 
but, in more recent years, she 
found a passion for helping 
the city’s youth through the 
CCNA, for which she served as 
program manager.

“She was very open in 
helping in any way that 
she could and really giving 
and sharing her talents,” 
Day-Fuller said. “She really 
had a sincere interest in what 
she was doing and in making 
sure the children got the best 
of what she could give.”

Despite suffering from a 
sickness in her later years, 
Johnson remained commit-
ted to improving the lives of 
others, even in small ways. 

On March 29, two days be-
fore she passed, in the midst 
of the coronavirus, Johnson 
took the time to call Adams 
and remind her to be mindful 
about her health. The same 
day, she texted Adams, and, 
in what would be her final 
communication with her best 
friend, sent Adams a list of 
businesses that were offering 
days and hours for seniors.

“That was the last text 
I got from her. So, even in 
the end, two days before 
she died, she was thinking 
about other people and their 
needs,” Adams said.

Johnson is survived by her 
brother Francis and pre-de-
ceased by her parents Marion 
and Crozet Johnson.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

JOHNSON FROM | 10

COURTESY PHOTO
An in memoriam for Carol Johnson.
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

On Spring2ACTion Day,  
please support Inova Alexandria Hospital as 
its doctors, nurses and staff confront the  
Covid-19 virus and work to save lives.

Donnan C. Wintermute
Wintermute & Associates
Over $1 Billion in Career Sales  
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

703-608-6868
donnanwintermute@aol.com  
310 King Street Alexandria, Virginia 22314
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These nonprofits are making a  
big difference for Alexandria!

  Why    
   Give?

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 15, 2020

APRIL

15

BY HEATHER PEELER

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has disrupted life in Alexan-
dria on so many levels. How-
ever, there is one beloved 
community activity that will 
continue this year – Sprin-
g2ACTion.  

Spring2ACTion, Alexan-
dria's annual giving day, is a 
24-hour online giving event 
that inspires individuals to 
make a difference in their 
community by connecting 
them to the local causes 
they’re passionate about 
on an easy-to-use giving 
platform. The online giv-
ing event will take place on 
April 15. 

This year marks the 10-
year anniversary of Sprin-
g2ACTion, and it could not 
come at a better time. So 
many of the Alexandria com-
munity’s nonprofit organi-
zations are in urgent need of 
donations. Nonprofits across 
the city are mobilizing to 
support the city’s hardest hit 
populations both now and in 
months to come. 

These nonprofits provide 
emergency food and finan-
cial assistance, deliver meals 
to home-bound seniors and 
provide affordable medical 
care, housing and shelter to 
those who need it. They are 

depleting their reserves to 
purchase emergency food 
and supplies for their con-
stituents. 

Spring2ACTion allows 
donors to give to their fa-
vorite community organiza-
tions. The 160 participating 
nonprofits represent a wide 
variety of causes, including 
health and wellness, ani-
mal rescue, food and shelter, 
arts and music, schools and 
PTAs, children and families 
and more. The money raised 
during Spring2ACTion will 
continue to have an impact 
on the community in the 
coming year.  

For example, the Animal 
Welfare League of Alexan-
dria, like many organiza-
tions, has had to change the 
way it operates in light of 
COVID-19. It has cancelled 
in-person adoption events 
and other programs. The 

Support Alexandria 
during Spring2ACTion 
on April 15

HEATHER  
PEELER

SEE SPRING2ACTION | 14
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shelter is raising money to 
provide emergency pet food 
to unemployed Alexandrians 
and ensure homeless animals 
have a safe place to stay with 
foster caregivers.

Arts on the Horizon en-
gages children in theater. 
The nonprofit is launch-
ing its "Hope on the Hori-
zon" fundraising campaign 
during Spring2ACTion with a 
goal of raising $20,000.  The 
organization is seeking com-
munity support so that it can 
continue providing theater 
and arts education programs 
for young children in the 
months ahead. 

Because Spring2ACTion 
uses the power of collective 
action, a gift of any size can 
make a big difference. Do-
nations start at $5. In addi-
tion, many donors have of-
fered challenge or matching 
grants, so each individual 
donation goes further. The 
CARES Act, the most recent 

federal relief package in re-
sponse to COVID-19, also in-
cludes several incentives for 
charitable giving this year. 
Non-itemizers can deduct 
charitable donations of up to 
$300 on their federal taxes in 
2020.

Giving is easy. Go to 
w w w.Spr ing2ACTion.org 
and select an organization. 
Early giving has already be-
gun. If you’re not sure which 
organization to support, use 
the search button and select 
a cause ranging from arts, 
education, environment and 
more.  

In past years, Spring2AC-
Tion included opportunities 
for people to gather at cele-
bratory events throughout 
the day. This year, in light of 
social distancing and shelter 
in place restrictions, all ac-
tivities will be online. 

At www.Spring2ACTion.
org, go to the menu and se-
lect graphics for logos and 
icons that you can share on 
social media. Engage your 
family and friends in the re-
gion and beyond to take part 
in this celebration of giving 
back. Let them know you are 
part of one of the most suc-
cessful online fundraising 
events in the country.

Alexandria’s business-
es have always been there 
to support the community. 
This year, local businesses 
are involved in Spring2AC-
Tion in big ways. Nine com-
panies are teaming up to 
engage their employees and 
customers through the Sp-
ring2ACTion Business Fund-
raiser program. In addition, 
a section of the Spring2AC-

915 King St, Alexandria

Help us end the cycle of 
generational poverty.

703-684-1435

SPRING2ACTION FROM | 13

SEE SPRING2ACTION | 15

“ The best way to find yourself is to lose 
yourself in the service of others.”

- Mahatma Gandhi
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Tion website will be devoted 
to the businesses that have 
implemented new initia-
tives to support vulnerable 
employees and community 
members. For details about 
businesses giving back, go 
to www.spring2action.org/
info/businesses-give-back. 

In light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, all donors during 
Spring2ACTion will have an 
opportunity to make an ad-
ditional gift to the ACT Now 
COVID-19 Response Fund. 
The Fund was established 
in partnership with the City 
of Alexandria to provide 
funding to nonprofit orga-
nizations providing emer-

gency relief to Alexandrians 
negatively impacted by the 
pandemic. By participating 
in Spring2ACTion, you can 
help address the immediate 
needs of community mem-
bers, while helping all non-
profit organizations stand on 
strong financial footing.

Alexandrians are known 
for their generosity. Last 
year, 9,816 individuals gave 
during Spring2ACTion, rais-
ing a record-breaking $2 mil-
lion for 162 nonprofit organi-
zations.  ACT’s goal for 2020 
is to engage 10,000 donors. 
Will you help them attain it?

The writer is president 
and chief executive officer 

of ACT for Alexandria.

providing testing 
& medical care 
to thousands 
of low-income 
and uninsured 
Alexandrians during 
the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

DONATE ON
APRIL 15!

Make a donation to Neighborhood Health at the Spring2ACTion
website anytime between now and April 15th. Thank you!
www.spring2action.org/organizations/neighborhood-health
www.neighborhoodhealthva.org

Thank you for 
your generous 
support!

Search for Neighborhood Health at 
www.spring2action.org

Your donation will 
support health care 
for our patients during 
this crisis.

We are on the  
front lines 

SPRING2ACTION FROM | 14

“ The best thing to do with the best things in life 
is to give them away.”

- Dorothy Day

Donate by causes
If you’re unsure which specific organization to give to, 

you can easily donate to a favorite cause instead. 
Your gift will be made through ACT for Alexandria to 

support the causes you care about.

www.spring2action.org/info/donate-to-a-cause

The causes are
Animals

Arts & Culture
Education

Health & Wellness
Homelessness & Housing

Poverty & Hunger
Seniors

Social Justice
Youth

And if you’re still unsure, donate to ACT for Alexandria 
directly and your contribution will help ensure Alexandria 
is a vibrant community for all.
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Sponsored by Donna Cramer
703.627.9578 • dcramer@McEnearney.com

www.donnacramer.com
109 S. Pitt Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

This year on Spring2ACTion Day,  
please give generously to  

Community Lodgings!

Community Lodgings supports over 45  
families in its Transitional Housing and  
Affordable Housing, and over 150 children  
in its Youth Education Programs.

Every dollar makes a difference!

Babs Beckwith  

SELLS OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

®

These are just a sampling of Babs’ 2018 Old Town sales. If  
you’re thinking of buying or selling your home in 2019,  

call Babs and let her expertise work for you!

Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Alexandria Properties
703.627.5421 • BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
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“ We must give more in order to get more. It is the generous 
giving of ourselves that produces the generous harvest.”

- Orison Swett Marden

ACT for Alexandria 
Alexandria Choral Society
Alexandria Citizens Band
Alexandria Country Day School
Alexandria Crew Boosters, Inc.
Alexandria Families for Safe 

Streets
Alexandria Film Festival
Alexandria Harmonizers
Alexandria Housing Development 

Corporation
Alexandria Jaycees Foundation
Alexandria Library Foundation 
Alexandria Little League
Alexandria Police Foundation 
Alexandria Police Youth Camp 
Alexandria Seaport Foundation
Alexandria Singers 
Alexandria Small Business 

Development Center
Alexandria Soccer Association
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
Alexandria Titans Youth Football
Alexandria Tutoring Consortium
ALIVE!
American Horticultural Society 

at River Farm
American Red Cross
Animal Welfare League of  

Alexandria
Arcadia Food, Inc.
Art League
Arts on the Horizon
At Home in Alexandria
Athenaeum | Northern Virginia 

Fine Arts Association
Baroody Project
Beverley Hills Church Preschool
Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater 

Washington
Brave Spirits Theatre
Capital Youth Empowerment 

Program
Caring Hearts Rescue
Carpenter's Shelter
Casa Chirilagua
Catholic Charities Diocese of 

Arlington

Center for Alexandria's Children
Charles Barrett Elementary 

School Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation

Choreographers Collaboration 
Project

Christ Church Outreach Ministries
City of Alexandria Young Life 
Communities in Schools of 

NOVA (CIS NOVA)
Community Lodgings Inc
Computer CORE
Convergence
Cora Kelly Elementary School PTA
Dance Company Parent Associa-

tion, Chris Collins Dance Studio
Del Ray Artisans
Douglas MacArthur PTA
Dream Project Inc. 
Educational Opportunities for 

Alexandrians (EOA)
Ethiopian Community Develop-

ment Council, Inc
Ewald Parkour Park Project
FC Hammond Middle School PTA
Ferdinand T. Day Elementary 

School PTA
First Night Alexandria
FOTO Friends of the George 

Washington Middle School 
Orchestra

Four Mile Run Conservatory 
Foundation

Friends of Guest House
Friends of ROAM
Friends of Rocky Versace
Friends of the Alexandria Mental 

Health Center
Friends of the TC Williams  

Orchestra
Fruitful Planet
Good Shepherd Housing and 

Family Services, Inc.
GW Middle School PTA
Higher Achievement
Historic Alexandria Museums
Homeward Trails Animal Rescue 

Inc.
Hopkins House

Donate by Organization
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Better days are ahead!

A community of support and enrichment 
for our Alexandria neighbors ages 55+

www.spring2action/organizations/at-home-in-alexandria

703-231-0824 
www.athomeinalexandria.org

At Home in Alexandria joins our fellow nonprofits 
in thanking you for supporting the nonprofit com-

munity during this Spring2ACTion fundraising 
campaign. These are difficult and uncertain times. 
We are committed to doing our part to help keep 
our most vulnerable neighbors safe and healthy. 

“ It is every man’s obligation to put back into the world  
at least the equivalent of what he takes out of it.”

- Albert Einstein

Hunger Free Alexandria
Inova Alexandria Hospital
InspireLit 
James K. Polk Elementary 

School PTA
Jane Franklin Dance
Jefferson-Houston PTA
Just Neighbors
K.I.Services, Inc
Kathy Wilson Foundation
Kelley Cares Foundation
Kids Soccer Fund
King Street Cats
Kiwanis Club of Alexandria
Lee-Fendall House Museum & 

Garden
Liberty's Promise
Literacy Council of Northern 

Virginia
Local Motion Project
Maury Elementary School PTA
Metropolitan School of the Arts
MetroStage
Mount Vernon Community 

School PTA
National Breast Center Foundation
National Council For Adoption
Neighborhood Health
New Hope Housing
Northern Virginia Family Service
Nueva Vida (New Life)
OAR of Arlington, Alexandria, 

and Falls Church, VA
Operation Paws for Homes
Optimist Club of Alexandria 

Foundation Inc
Partnership for a Healthier 

Alexandria
Phoenix Bikes
PK Move Inc.
Potomac Conservancy
Potomac Crescent Waldorf School
Project Discovery of Alexandria
Project ID & Spread The Vote
PTA Council of Alexandra (PTAC)
PWPorg.org
QuinTango inc
Rebuilding Together DC • Alex-

andria
RunningBrooke

Safer Country
Saint Rita Catholic School
SCAN of Northern Virginia
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria
Senior Services of Alexandria
SHE-Solutions, Inc.
Society of St. Vincent dePaul, 

St. Mary Chapter
Space of Her Own, Inc. (SOHO) 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church
T. C. Williams Cross Country / 

Track & Field  Booster Club
T.C. Williams Baseball Boosters, 

Inc
Tails High Inc
Tall Ship Providence Foundation
TC Williams High School Band 

Boosters
TC Williams PTSA Titans Care! 

COVID Relief Fund
Ten Thousand Villages of Alex-

andria
Tenants and Workers United 

- Inquilinos Y Trabajadores 
Unidos 

The Alexandria Kinderchoir
The Campagna Center
The Child & Family Network 

Centers
The Fund for Alexandria's Child
The Spitfire Club
Titan Robotics (T.C. Williams 

H.S.) FRC 5587
Together We Bake
United Community (Formerly 

United Community Ministries)
UpCycle Creative Reuse Center
Urban Alliance
Valley Drive Preschool
Velocity Bicycle Cooperative 
VETOGA Incorporated
Voices for Virginia's Children 
Vola Lawson Breast Cancer Fund
Volunteer Alexandria
Washington Metropolitan Phil-

harmonic Association (WMPA)
Washington Street UMC Preschool
Wesley Housing Development Cor-

poration of Northern Virginia
Wildlife Rescue League
William Ramsay PTA
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TOGETHER 
we can make Alexandria streets 
SAFE FOR ALL
Join us to advocate for pedestrian safety in our city
Donate through Spring2Action: www.ALXFFSS.org

Right here in Alexandria, there are low-income 
residents working hard to recover from mental 
health conditions who have no one to turn to when 

they face emergency needs that 
could impact their recovery. They 
need community support. Let’s 
show them we care.

gvgb.co/friendsoftheAMHC
On April 15, Spring2ACTion, donate at:

Help us get our $7,000match from Mason Hirst Foundation!

On April 15: Show that our 
community cares about mental health

Change the world this year. 
Start with a child.

Please consider

the Boys & 
Girls Club
FOR YOUR

APRIL 15 
GIVING

www.spring2action.org/organizations/boys-and-girls-clubs-of-greater-washington

Think of giving 
not as a duty but 
as a privilege.“

- John D. Rockefeller Jr.



20 |APRIL 9, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Inspiring performances and 
 fostering the next generation of

 Serving the Alexandria
       Community for over 75 years!

Donate to the ASO 
by going to

Spring2Action.org/Organizations/ASO

Performers and 
          Music-Lovers!

With help from the “ACT Now COVID-19  
Response Fund,” Community Lodgings is  
making sure that our families can pay rent, put 
food on the table, and cover daily necessities.

Your 
support 
during 

Spring2ACTion will help us 
continue these efforts to 
assist all of our families.

www.tailshigh.org

m
eo

w@
ta

ils
hi

gh
.o

rg

Cat Rescue and Adoption

70
3-

81
9-

52
40

Tails High

 COVID-19 has us 
chasing our tails! 

    Help us catch up on  
April 15th - Spring2Action!

Support Alexandria’s Only  
Non-profit Community Bike Shop

our 10th year!

Please support us on 
Spring2ACTion Day!

•Scholarships for shelter & 
rehab residents
•Do-it-yourself repairs
•Refurbished bikes
•Youth and community 
outreach programs
•Classes •Rides •Events 

“ The measure of life is not its 
duration, but its donation.”

- Peter Marshall “When we give 
cheerfully and accept 
gratefully, everyone 

is blessed.” 
- Maya Angelou
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Saving people money on
more than just car insurance.®

703-236-1366
mmccarthy@geico.com

4617 Duke St, Alexandria

Local Office
®

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten
by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Homeowners, renters and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the
GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees
Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2018. © 2018 GEICO

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Alexandria City 
Public Schools is intro-
ducing a collection of 
home video and audio 
stories from families 
and teachers. 

The collection in-
cludes stories about 
what works well for stu-
dents, interesting proj-
ects kids are working on 
and more. Families can 
upload stories at https://
acpsweb.wufoo.com/
forms/r1ajqkzj1h4rie1/. 

The importance of the 
parent-school partnership 
could not be more appar-
ent than during this time of 
COVID-19. Students, teach-
ers, parents and staff at 
the Basilica School of Saint 
Mary are forging another 
layer in our strong commu-
nity by working and learn-
ing together to master dis-
tance learning. 

Through creative uses 

of an array of technolo-
gy platforms, teachers are 
engaging students daily 
in their lessons. Parents 
and families, having found 
themselves in a novel sit-
uation, are stepping up to 
the challenge. Through 
it all, the school works to 
guide its saints, stewards 
and scholars to learn be-
yond the academics during 
this historic time.

ACPS introduces Learning Together 
video collection

Saint Mary students 
master distance learning

COURTESY PHOTO
A student and her teacher during online classes.

The Gamel family uses 
baking and measuring 
ingredients to teach a 

lesson on fractions.
PHOTO/ ACPS
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Browne’s Academy’s 
campus may be closed for 
the rest of the school year, 
but its distance learning 
program is off to a strong 
start. All students from pre-
school to eighth grade are 
continuing with a robust, 
comprehensive curriculum 
from afar.

Designing the distance 
learning program was a fast 
and furious affair, requiring 
all hands on deck. Teachers 
and administrators dove 
into educating themselves 
about distance learning, 
taking online courses and 
collaborating with other 
educational leaders and 
professionals. This is a 
challenging time for every-
one, and Browne is striving 
to make thoughtful, empa-
thetic and equitable deci-

sions for its families.
Browne’s students are 

engaging in both synchro-
nous and asynchronous 
learning, using tools such 
as Zoom, Google Docs, 
FaceTime and the school's 
student/parent portal. In-
teractive learning is a key 
component of the distance 
curriculum for all ages, as 
feeling connected socially 
is crucial during this isolat-
ing time.

Middle school students 
have daily 40-minute re-
al-time class sessions via 
Zoom in all their core sub-
jects – science, math, En-
glish, history and Spanish 
– as well as continued in-
struction in art, music and 
PE. Students then have the 
rest of the afternoon to com-
plete homework, get fresh 

air and exercise and enjoy 
family time. 

Lower school students 
have regular digital class-
room connections to sup-
port educational and emo-
tional growth. The schedule 
includes asynchronous 
learning, where teachers 
post the morning’s lesson 
and then hold office hours 
to answer individual ques-
tions. There are also syn-
chronous learning days, 
where the students and 
teacher engage in real-time 
learning via Zoom. Lower 
school specials are still an 
important part of the cur-
riculum, with music, art, 
Spanish, science, innova-
tion, PE and library teach-
ers posting weekly instruc-
tional videos to engage and 
challenge the students.

The Burgundy Farm 
Country Day School com-
munity is proud of its girls’ 
varsity basketball team and 
its incredible upset win on 
March 10. Players believed 
and stepped up to make this 
victory one for the books. 
Many had counted the team 
out, but the players showed 
everyone what happens 
when you believe, play your 

heart out and never give up. 
The epic game consisted 

of a come-from-behind win, 
overcoming a nine-point 
deficit to advance to the ABC 
league championship game. 
Burgundy surged ahead by 
implementing a pressure 
defense to secure key points 
in transition play during the 
last two minutes of regula-
tion play.

Commonwealth Acade-
my's virtual learning plat-
form has been in full swing 
for three weeks. 

Students in grades three 
through 12 log on daily for 
live instruction in core sub-
jects. Virtual PE and electives 
are completed daily at a time 

convenient for the student. 
 To stay connected, CA 

held a virtual spirit week and 
virtual advisory challenge, 
shares stories on social me-
dia with #CAgoesvirtual and 
looks forward to a virtual tal-
ent show and virtual athletic 
banquet.

On Friday, March 13, Im-
manuel Lutheran School 
hosted its second annual 
Ides of March festival, re-
membering this tumultuous 
and monumental moment 
in Western civilization. Or-
ganized by Shawn Barnett, 
an ILS Upper School Latin 
and history teacher, this new 
ILS tradition highlights stu-
dents’ studies in both Latin 
and Roman history.

Students donned the at-
tire of Roman patricians 
and senators, and the fes-
tivities kicked off with 
“panem et circenses” – a 
series of chariot races – fol-
lowed by lunch. Following 
lunch, students paraded to 
the forum for speeches and 
an abridged production of 
Shakespeare's famous scene 
depicting the death of Julius 
Caesar. 

Browne Academy’s distance 
learning program

Burgundy girls’ basketball  
celebrates a big win

Virtual learning at 
Commonwealth Academy

ILS hosts Ides of March festival

Out of the classroom 
Education section
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History students at Commonwealth Academy use FlipGrid to rate 
one another's Manifest Destiny presentations.

Catch up, Get ahead
or try something New!

At Fusion Academy we customize 
learning so students can still enjoy 
the summer while achieving academic 
success.

• Customized Summer Scheduling
• Personlized One-to-One Teaching
• Classes for Credit
• Test Prep

20% off classes for credit

FusionAlexandria.com
703.535.3130

summer
at fusion

Alexandria
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BY CHAD SPARROW

As a restaurant own-
er during the time of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, I can 
say one thing to summarize: 
This sucks. 

Restaurants are arguably 
the most affected businesses. 
In my opinion, up to 25 per-
cent of restaurants in the city 
might never open their doors 
again. With an average net 
profit of 6 percent, restaurants 
have little margin for error.

COVID-19 has tested the 
resilience of restaurants and 
their staff, and it will con-
tinue to test what we do in 
the coming months. How-
ever, I know we will evolve 
and adapt to the current and 
eventual situation.

One good thing we al-
ways see in times of crisis is 
the kindness of many people. 
From food drives, donations, 
business support, volunteer-
ing and many other random 
acts of kindness, it helps me 
see the light in these other-
wise dark times.  

I am optimistic that when 
this passes – and it will – 
Alexandria restaurants will 
be back to business stron-
ger than ever. We will hold 
a new outlook of respect and 
appreciation for our day-to-
day work and social lives, be-
cause it can all be taken away 
in the blink of an eye.

I was originally going to 
share a recipe that featured 

foods that help strengthen 
the immune system, or may-
be a drink recipe for a “quar-
antini.” However, I felt it 
made more sense to share the 
recipe for a dish that makes 
me happy.

This spinach and chicken 
enchiladas dish is an amaz-
ing comfort food that feeds 
the whole family. I won a par-
tial scholarship to Johnson 
and Wales University, where 
I went to culinary school, 
when I submitted this recipe 
to a contest. This dish is also 
available at Urbano 116, but 
not until we open again, so 
you’ll have to try it at home 
in the meantime.

I hope this dish brings 
some happiness during an 
uncertain time. Cheers to 
cooking while quarantining!

The writer is managing 
partner of Common Plate 

Hospitality, the restaurant 
group that owns Mason 
Social, Urbano 116 and 

Augie’s Mussel House 
and Beer Garden.

TimesLivinq

CHAD SPARROW

Quarantine cooking at home
RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

Spinach and chicken enchiladas
Ingredients

Directions
• Add all spinach sauce ingredients to blender and blend 
until smooth sauce is formed. 

• In a saucepan, bring three cups of water to a boil. Add 
chicken thighs, reduce heat to medium and let cook for 
30 min. Drain water and let chicken cool. Shred chicken 
and set aside in a bowl.  

• In sauté pan, heat 2 tbsp. oil. Add onions and salt, then 
sauté until translucent, about 4 min. 

• Add onions, 1 cup of spinach sauce, ¾ cup of shred-
ded cheese and salt to the chicken. Mix all ingredients 
together. 

• In sauté pan, heat a small amount of oil and lightly 
sauté each flour tortilla for about 45 seconds, adding oil 
as needed, until slightly crispy.  

• Fill each tortilla evenly with chicken mixture and roll 
tight. Place rolled enchiladas in baking dish. Top with 
remaining spinach sauce, then top with remaining cheese. 
Bake at 375 degrees for 25 minutes.  

• Serve hot and garnish with chopped green onions, cilan-
tro and sour cream if desired.

COURTESY PHOTO

3 cups water

4 tbsp. olive oil

1 lb. boneless skinless  
chicken thighs

3 cups spinach sauce  
(recipe below)

1 yellow onion, chopped

2 cups shredded jack 
cheese

10 8” flour tortillas

Salt to taste

Enchiladas

5 cloves garlic

2 bunches green onions

1 bunch cilantro

1 jalapeno

1 cup sour cream

1 can cream of chicken soup

10 oz. of sautéed spinach or 
frozen chopped spinach, thawed 
and drained

1 tbsp. cumin powder

½ cup chicken stock

Spinach sauce
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BY MARTY ROSS

A row of bright flowers in 
a kitchen garden isn't just an 
ornamental gesture. Colorful 
blooms attract pollinators to 
the whole plot and increase 
the productivity of any vege-
table garden. They also have 
a place at the table in salads, 
soups, drinks and desserts.

Edible flowers are no lon-
ger an exotic novelty. Spar-
kling nasturtiums, golden 
calendulas and mini violas 
“are riding the wave of in-
creased interest in salads 
and microgreens, baking and 
– not least – craft cocktails,” 
Hillary Alger, flower produc-
tion manager at Johnny's Se-
lected Seeds, said. 

Johnny's, a mail-order 
seed company with custom-
ers among both backyard 
gardeners and commercial 

market growers, has experi-
enced a growing interest in 
edible flowers recently, Alger 
said.

Customers still love the 
old favorites, including tiny 
gem marigolds, cornflowers, 
pansies and snapdragons, 
but more adventurous choic-
es are gaining in popularity, 
Alger said. Instead of pinch-
ing off the flowers from the 
tips of mint and basil plants 
and tossing them on the com-
post heap, people are putting 
these blooms into salad mix-
es. Pea blossoms and wispy 
pea shoots are flavorful and 
elegant garnishes for cakes 
and other desserts. Cilantro 
flowers are coming to the ta-
ble, too, adding spice to sal-
ads and Southwestern-style 
dishes.

Johnny's has developed 
an edible flower guide to 

help gardeners and mar-
ket growers appreciate the 
spicy, nutty, intense flavors 
of some unexpected flowers 
and herbs and to experiment 
well beyond the basics. 

Blue borage blooms, yel-
low mustard flowers, arugu-
la flowers and peppery stock 
flowers have distinctive fla-
vors and can “add whimsy 
and beauty to an event,” Joy 
Longfellow, a flower produc-
tion technician at Johnny's, 
said. “The range of colors 
and varieties in these crops 
gives so much room for cre-
ativity.”

Growing edible flowers is 
easy, even for novices. Many 
grow best from seed sown 
directly in a sunny spot in 
the garden in spring or ear-
ly summer. Bachelor's but-

HOMES 
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com  

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 33 

years of experience 
to work for you!  

 
We are booking 

summer work now. 
Call us today 

to schedule your 
free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning Flowers in the 

garden and the 
kitchen

PHOTO/ JOHNNY'S SELECTED SEEDS
Nasturtiums, borage, marigolds and calendula flowers turn an ordinary salad into a colorful feast.
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Live the Old Town dream at 
this historic 1880s brick home. 
The home is located in the 
southeast quadrant just a half-
block from King Street and one 
block from Waterfront Park.

This 25-foot-wide prop-
erty was created from two 
separate homes, 109 and 111 
S. Lee St., at the turn of this 
century. It features special Old 
Town touches, including a lo-
cal artist's interior wall murals, 
9-foot exposed-beamed ceil-
ings, original pine floors, three 
wood-burning fireplaces, ex-
posed brick walls, an upgraded 
kitchen and a breakfast room 
with a wood-burning fireplace.

Entry through either front 
door leads to double front par-
lors, each with a wood-burn-
ing fireplace and hardwood 
floors. The main level's open 

floor plan features separate, 
open living and dining rooms, 
which lead into an upgraded 
kitchen with a Wolfe gas stove, 
granite counters and an is-
land. The adjoining breakfast/

sitting room's fireplace is sur-
rounded by exposed beamed 
ceilings, exposed brick that’s 
been painted white and French 
doors that lead to a stone-ter-
raced courtyard and garden.

Two separate staircas-
es lead to a master bedroom 
and bath with a jacuzzi tub. 
The master suite offers dou-
ble walk-in closets, a sitting 
room and a private outdoor 

balcony that overlooks the 
terraced garden. The master 
has exposed brick walls and a 
wood-paneled inset that fits a 
king-size bed. 

HOME OF THE WEEK

One home from two in historic Old Town

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Address: 109 S. Lee St.

Neighborhood: Old Town

Price: $1,395,000

Size: 2,084 sq. ft. 

Beds: 3

Baths: 2.5

Year built: 1880

Contact:

Joan Shannon,  

The Shannon Group

McEnearney Associates

703-507-8655  

joan@joanhome.com

joanhome.com

AT A GLANCE

COURTESY PHOTOS

HOMES 
tons, sunflowers and mari-
golds will bloom all summer 
long, which gives you plenty 
of time to experiment with 
their colors, textures and fla-
vors in recipes. 

Make room for these 
blooms in beds around the 
margins of a vegetable gar-
den, in colorful sweeps be-
tween rows of beans and to-
matoes, or in garden beds of 
their own near the kitchen 
door, so you can step outside 
to pick a few flowers – for 
bouquets or for baking – 
whenever you like.

Many vegetable flowers 
are a bonus crop you may not 
have appreciated before. In-
stead of ripping out the last 
of the spring radishes when 

they start to turn pithy, let 
them come into bloom, and 
you'll discover that the flow-
ers are a spicy and delicious 
accent for salads. 

Broccoli flowers, straw-
berry blooms and the wispy 
white sprays of flowers from 
bolted kale and collard plants 
are also edible – and tasty. 

Squash blossoms, of course, 
are a classic salad garnish, 
and their bright yellow flow-
ers can be stuffed with mild 
cheese and herbs for a popu-
lar appetizer. Bees appreciate 
these blooms in the garden, 
but the plants are prolific, so 
there will be plenty of flowers 
to harvest for the table, too.

The best time to pick 
edible flowers is moments 
before you use them, when 
their colors and flavors are 
at their best. If you need to 
harvest flowers several hours 
to a day before using them in 
recipes, make a bouquet for 
the kitchen counter and keep 
it out of direct sunlight. Lav-
ender flowers, as well as the 
blooms of basil, chives, dill, 
mint and other herbs, hold 
up surprisingly well in a vase.

Recipes for basil-flow-
er mojitos, lemonade with 
borage blooms and gazpa-
cho decorated with calendu-
la-petal garnish are a good 
start to your floral recipe 
repertoire, but don't stop 
there. You'll find inspiration 
for all kinds of edible flow-
er-power salads, soups and 
desserts online. 

“Edible flowers are a won-
derful way to elevate the look 
of any table,” Longfellow 
said, “whether that means 
some nasturtiums tossed 
into a salad or an intricately 
decorated wedding cake.” 

Of course, you don't need 
any particular excuse to ex-
periment. Edible flowers 
turn cupcakes for the kids or 
a lunchtime salad into a spe-
cial occasion.

PHOTO/JOHNNY'S SELECTED SEEDS
The frilly blooms of bachelor's buttons are mild in taste. Rip the 
petals off and use them like confetti, or float individual flowers in 
a bowl of soup or in a glass of lemonade.
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Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

One of the most frustrating aspects of the COVID-19 virus is the sense 
of helplessness most people feel.

Like in a sci-fi movie, we know an other-worldly invader is on the 
loose, have seen the destruction it has wrought elsewhere and fearfully 
await its attempt to destroy us.

We don’t know whose immune systems will be able to fight off the 
coronavirus and whose won’t, even among young people. Our hand 
washing and hovering inside is vital – but it’s not enough.

One thing all of us can do to protect ourselves and those around us is to 
immediately start wearing facemasks every time we leave our homes.

Instead of being passive, we can be proactive. Alexandria is re-
nowned as a generous, caring community, and the best ways to show 
that concern for others right now are to practice social distancing and 
wear a facemask.

Facemasks are essential in stopping the spread of COVID-19, because 
it appears a phenomenally high percentage of those infected are asymp-
tomatic. Most estimates now start at 25 percent, and some say up to 50 
percent of those infected may have no symptoms. Because widespread 
testing is not available right now, we really can’t know the exact number.

Gov. Ralph Northam said in his April 3 news conference that a nursing 
home in Richmond has suffered a COVID-19 outbreak. As of press time, the 
death total is up to 32. Out of 92 total cases, 53 were asymptomatic. That’s 58 
percent of an elderly population that were virus carriers without symptoms.

The implications of those numbers are staggering.
It means you, or your child or your spouse, could unknowingly have 

the coronavirus. It means you could be passing the virus to others every 
time you go for a walk, buy groceries or pick up a prescription. It means 
we have to get beyond the fact that facemasks are uncomfortable and 
unflattering. 

Unfortunately, it also means that everyone working in food service at 
restaurants and grocery stores, cashiers at pharmacies, public safety offi-
cers and certainly health care workers could be carrying the virus. While 
we’re confident that medical workers are taking all precautions against 
the spread of COVID-19, we are less certain about the other sectors.

Northam needs to mandate that all workers in Virginia who deal with the 
public or prepare or package food wear facemasks while on the job.

Restaurants are relying on the patronage of their customers to order 
takeout or delivery – or buy gift cards – to get them through this time. 
They could protect those loyal customers, and probably boost their busi-
nesses, if they would pledge to have 100 percent of workers wear face-
masks at all times.

In an effort to encourage facemask wearing, the Alexandria Times is 
launching a campaign called “Wear a mask. Save a life.” 

In the coming weeks, we will be running photos of Alexandria’s lead-
ers wearing facemasks and will give local restaurant gift cards to readers 
who can correctly identify those masked leaders. We will publicize this 
campaign in our paper and on social media.

We will also offer local restaurants and grocery stores the chance to 
publicly state that they will require their employees to wear facemasks – 
and that they will enforce the requirement – at least through June 10 or 
the conclusion of Northam’s stay at home order.

The establishments that take that pledge, which is unenforceable 
by us but a statement of trust, will be listed in a special section in each 
Times. We will also provide a printable flier that restaurants can hang on 
their front doors saying they have taken the facemask pledge.

During these uncertain times, it would be wonderful if a superhuman 
Avenger character would appear to save us from this fearful invader. But 
by being merely human, we can each make a difference.

Wear a mask. Save a life.

Wear a mask. Save a life.

To the editor: 
The following is an open letter to 

Mayor Justin Wilson, members of city 
council and City Manager Mark Jinks:

We would like to formally request 
that the city temporarily suspend all 
commission and board meetings, pub-
lic hearings and council votes that 
relate to land use and zoning matters 
that need resident input until Gov. 
Ralph Northam’s stay at home order 
is lifted and meetings can be held in a 
normal fashion.

While we understand that the 
city wants to go forward with as 
much of a business-as-usual attitude 
as possible, this is far from a nor-
mal time. We believe this is not the 
time to expect that residents can or 
should focus on keeping up with the 
ever-changing schedule of meetings 
and postponements in order to have 
meaningful input into decisions.

Meetings are posted on the city 
website – but are being cancelled or 
changed in format to virtual meetings, 
which most would agree are not nearly 
as effective as face-to-face meetings. 
Some residents do not have the con-

nections necessary to participate in 
such technology-driven forums. It is 
hard for citizens to monitor this ev-
er-changing status of meetings.

During this COVID-19 lockdown, 
city meetings should be confined to 
the difficult budget decisions that 
now face city staff, council and our 
residents, or other vital matters that 
have a demonstrable time deadline 
that cannot be relaxed. 

Recently, two virtual meetings 
or requests for online community 
engagement were held regarding 
major development projects in the 
city. These were the Galena Partners 
development of the surface parking 
lots in the 900 block of King Street, 
which the city sold last year, and the 
development plans for the large In-
ova HealthPlex at Oakville Triangle. 

While we recognize that these ef-
forts show creativity in outreach to 
the public, the timing of these efforts 
is inappropriate. Neither of these 
projects should be considered an 
emergency requiring immediate ac-

Suspend all land use meet-
ings during COVID-19 crisis

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and 
do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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To the editor: 
I want to share with your 

readers a most wonderful, 
amazing and truly dedicat-
ed organization that goes 
above and beyond for an 
under-served portion of the 
community – at-risk youth 
in need of direction and 
guidance. This is a vulner-
able and in need population 
which our society, across 
the country, has naively ig-
nored. But not the Alexan-
dria Seaport Foundation.

I stumbled upon the 
Seaport Center one day at 
lunchtime walking along 
the Alexandria waterfront.  
I walked in and a man was 
working on a boat. He told 
me all about this organi-
zation that helps young 
adults, both male and fe-
male, who are struggling to 
find their place in the world, 
and provides them a second 
chance to become responsi-
ble adults who are account-
able for their actions – while 
learning teamwork and ac-

quiring both carpentry and 
life skills. Their motto is 
“Building boats, Building 
lives.”

Eight years after this 
encounter, my nephew was 
heading in the wrong di-
rection with the law.  I re-
membered ASF. After going 
through the application 
process, my nephew was 
accepted into their paid ap-
prenticeship program.

He has hit some bumps 
in the road and setbacks 
with his goals there, but ASF 
has stayed with him every 
step of the way, even when I 
thought it was over for him. 
My nephew has grown by 
leaps and bounds. He now 
has a passion for woodwork-
ing and is thinking about a 
career, a future for himself.

We need more organiza-
tions like ASF that believe in 
the underdogs in the world 
and give them a chance to 
believe in themselves.

-Colleen Burdick,
Woodbridge, Virginia

ASF saves lives Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Diary of a superintendent
This past month was unprecedented. Alex-

andria City Public Schools experienced events 
that no superintendent expects to see in their 
career – but our ACPS team stepped up and 
rose to the challenges. Students and families 
were at the forefront of every decision.

This month, I am going to share some of 
the extracts from ACPS Express over the past 
month. Anyone can sign up to receive ACPS 
updates during the coronavirus outbreak by 
signing up for ACPS Express via the ACPS-at-
Home website.
March 16: Day 1 - Learning 
from Home Experience 

Greetings to all! As we embark 
on our new journey learning and 
working remotely, I want to let 
you know that you are not alone 
at this difficult time. We will 
provide you with updates, infor-
mation and tips every day. I will 
answer your questions on a daily 
video Q&A.
Day 5

By the end of week one 8,625 Learning 
Packets have been distributed to elementa-
ry school students, 6,008 students were ac-
tively engaged in lessons online, more than 
10,000 meals have been served to students 
and families and media stories about ACPS 
have reached 151 countries around the globe.
Day 6

Today, Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam an-
nounced that all K-12 schools will need to 
close until the end of the school year.
Day 8

We have cancelled our National Deci-
sion Day celebration, Senior Prom and High 
School Graduation ceremony for the Class 
of 2020. As you can imagine, this is simply 
heartbreaking for our seniors and their fam-
ilies. And we’ll work to ensure that our se-
niors still celebrate this time in their lives.
Day 9

As we begin to transition from our 30-
day plan to our 90-day plan we are also 
looking at ways in which we can enhance 
our use of technology as a school division. 
ACPS students are already blessed with 
access to Chromebooks from grades three  
through 12. But our circumstances have 
meant that we may need to look at ways 
in which our youngest students in pre-K 
through grade two can also use technology 
to help them access the teachers and activ-
ities they may need in the next few months. 

We have also added a technology hub to our 
ACPS-at-Home website. 
Day 10

In our second week of closure, we served 
17,344 meals, answered 677 calls to the Span-
ish, Arabic and Amharic hotline and you tuned 
in more than 15,000 times to my daily Q&A. 
Day 11

Check out the new Story Hour resource 
for our youngest students.
Day 12

We hope you noticed the 
shout out by U.S. Secretary of 
Education, Betsy DeVos, to T.C. 
Williams High School history 
teacher, Gabriel Elias. During a 
televised briefing at The White 
House on Friday, DeVos spoke 
about how educators are step-
ping up their game and applaud-
ed “the history teacher from 
Virginia who connected each 
day with his students via online 
video.” 

Day 13 - Census Day
The governor confirmed that the U.S. De-

partment of Education has approved waivers 
for the Standards of Learning tests this year. 
Day 14

Today is all about our proposed chang-
es to grading. ACPS is following the Virginia 
Department of Education guidance in recom-
mending adjustments to its grading policy and 
academic calendar for the third and fourth 
quarters to accommodate the closure of school 
buildings without penalizing any student.
Day 15 

I’m excited to share our plans to ensure 
continuity of learning after spring break 
through the end of the fourth quarter. The 
Continuity of Learning Plan is our robust 
educational blueprint for going forward in 
these unprecedented times. As we navigate 
our “new normal” we are as committed as 
ever to educational equity – responding 
to each student’s challenges, interests and 
abilities as well as providing the tools need-
ed to continue educational advancement.

When we return from Spring Break, we 
hope you will feel as enthusiastic as we do for 
the remainder of the academic year. 

In the meantime stay safe, stay healthy 
and stay informed!

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MARCH 12,2020 | 31 

To the editor: 
Each year in March, Alex-

andria’s high school seniors 
are waiting to hear from 
colleges and universities – 
looking for that magical fat 
envelope that says “Con-
gratulations! You’ve been ac-
cepted!” But there are many 
talented and hard-working 
Alexandria students who 
have a greater worry, and are 
thinking, “If I get accepted, 
how will I ever be able to af-
ford college?”

With two out of three 
families at T.C. Williams High 
School living near or below 
the federal poverty level and 
receiving aid for free or re-
duced-price lunch, the need 
for college scholarships in 
this community is extraordi-
nary. Each year, many bright, 
industrious Alexandria stu-
dents are accepted to college, 
but get left behind simply be-
cause they cannot afford the 
cost of tuition. 

The Scholarship Fund of 
Alexandria, a local non-profit 
based at T.C. Williams, works 
to make college affordable 
and accessible for all Alex-
andria students despite their 
financial need. Our general 
fund scholarships now pro-
vide four-year college schol-
arships of $3,000 a year to 
the students most in need to 
help them get a college de-
gree and a better chance for 
a lifetime of success. I know 
this because I’ve been on the 
board of the Fund since 2013. 
My wife Libby and I have been 
contributors for more than 
20 years, beginning when 
we sent the first of our three 
children to T.C. Williams. 

The Scholarship Fund has 
been approved by Virginia 
to receive “Select Tax Credit 
Status” and can offer its sup-
porters a 65 percent tax cred-
it for charitable contribu-
tions on their Virginia state 
income taxes. For example, if 
a person gives $10,000, they 
would receive a $6,500 tax 
credit to help pay their Vir-

ginia state tax bill. 
If they give appreciated 

securities or need to take a 
required minimum distri-
bution from their individu-
al retirement account they 
would save more, potentially 
a great deal more, on their 
taxes. In fact, we have re-
ceived an increased amount 
of credits from the state this 
year. More importantly, in-
vestments like these pay div-
idends for our community. 

Remember that tax cred-
its are different than deduc-
tions. Tax credits result in a 
dollar-for-dollar reduction in 
actual Virginia tax bills. In a 
few cases, tax credits, along 
with other tax laws, can re-
sult in zero-cost charitable 
giving – the credits may in 
fact help residents save more 
in taxes than the amount of 
the gift. For instance, the 
tax credits are applicable to 
donations of stock and ap-
preciable assets and can fully 
eliminate capital gains taxes.

With tax credits available, 
this is a terrific time to help 
students in our community 
from families that are strug-
gling to make ends meet, 
students who are the first in 
their family to apply to col-
lege, students whose parents 
work multiple jobs just to pay 
the rent and feed the family.  

The tax credits available 
to the Scholarship Fund are 
limited and will be awarded 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis throughout the spring. 
A special information ses-
sion on tax credit benefits 
and how to access them will 
be held on Sunday at the 
home of School Board Chair 
Cindy Anderson and her hus-
band Mark. Please contact 
the fund for information at 
scholarshipfund@acps.k12.
va.us or 703-824-6730.  Our 
team will be happy to pro-
vide you with details about 
the information session or 
the tax credit process. 

Support the Scholarship Fund Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Collaborating to beat coronavirus
Alexandria City Public Schools and the 

Alexandria Health Department always work 
closely together whenever there is a flu out-
break in a school. We already take precau-
tions to ensure that ACPS schools and offic-
es remain clean and hygienic at this time of 
year when we often see outbreaks of flu and 
other viruses. 

These efforts have been intensified with 
the arrival of coronavirus in the United 
States. We are working particularly closely 
right now to monitor our schools in order to 
detect any possible future cluster 
of the coronavirus and contain it 
before it spreads.

All ACPS schools are cleaned 
daily. All of our classrooms are dis-
infected every day, and frequently 
touched areas such as doorknobs, 
faucet handles and handrails are 
wiped down. Hard surfaces such 
as desk tops, are wiped down twice 
per week, while all restrooms in all 
schools are cleaned using a hospi-
tal grade disinfectant. Soap dis-
pensers are also being checked three times a 
day during school hours.

Hand sanitizer is already provided in ev-
ery elementary school classroom and will be 
made available as soon as it is accessible in 
common areas at all schools. All students 
and staff will be encouraged to either wash 
their hands or use hand sanitizer prior to 
eating. In addition, hand sanitizer will be 
available on school buses and school buses 
will be cleaned multiple times each week. 

Helping to keep our schools and our com-
munity virus-free must be a collaborative ef-
fort. Everyone must participate – students, 
staff, families, volunteers and anyone in the 
community. Washing hands frequently is 
the most effective way that you can do this, 
and regular soap is OK.

ACPS is part of a multi-agency, citywide 
committee that plans for any health-related 
pandemic. We have a pandemic action plan 
that is currently being revised and adapted 
to meet the specifics of coronavirus should 
there be an outbreak in Alexandria.

The plan addresses specific activities 
necessary to keep schools open and operat-
ing while providing a clean and safe environ-
ment during an outbreak and the essential 
functions that must be performed by ACPS 
if schools are closed. At present, we have no 
intention of closing schools and our overall 
goal is to do all we can to maintain continu-

ity of operations while minimizing student 
and staff exposure.

Should we need to, however, we have a 
plan in place to continue learning – using 
the Chomebooks and technology students 
already use on a daily basis to facilitate on-
line study sessions and lessons. 

We are beginning to see cases of COVID-19 
in the D.C. region and we will continue to 
monitor the situation closely and use this 
time to continue preparing. ACPS staff par-
ticipated in a day-long, health-related table 

top emergency exercise in Janu-
ary 2020 – well before the corona-
virus appeared to be an issue. In 
addition, we are in constant con-
tact with the Alexandria Health 
Department to make sure we are 
doing everything we can to be 
ready and implement the neces-
sary precautions.

ACPS is taking part in a vir-
tual information session on 
COVID-19 on Thursday from 8 
to 9 p.m. Residents can watch 

the question and answer session live on the 
ACPS Facebook page or on the city’s Face-
book page.

City Manager Mark Jinks; Dr. Stephen 
Haering, director of the Alexandria Health 
Department; and Dr. Rina Bansal, president 
of Inova Alexandria Hospital, will also be on 
the panel. If you miss the event live, you can 
catch it on the ACPS website at www.acps.
k12.va.us/coronavirus. This is easily accessi-
ble from the home page of the ACPS website.

In the meantime, there are simple things 
that everyone can do to help. Washing hands 
frequently with regular soap or hand sani-
tizer is the most effective way to prevent the 
spread of any virus. Avoid touching your face 
or shaking hands, cough into your sleeve or 
a tissue and throw away your tissue immedi-
ately after use.

Finally, please stay home when you are 
not well and do not send your children to 
school if they are ill. Anyone who has trav-
eled to one of the highly infected countries is 
being advised to stay home for 14 days when 
they return.

ACPS will continue to provide updates 
as the situation evolves. In the meantime, 
you can find updates at www.acps.k12.va.us/
coronavirus.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D

SEE SCHOLARSHIP | 32

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D

tion. Efforts to solicit mean-
ingful public engagement by 
the city or private entities 
should be suspended. 

At this time of crisis, resi-
dents are dealing with the loss 
of jobs, long-term economic 
instability, the need to edu-
cate their children at home 
and the real health dangers 
posed to every American re-
quiring physical isolation and 
disruption of normal life.

The anxiety and concern 
in our community is palpa-
ble, and we should not expect 
volunteer citizen boards, civ-
ic associations and our coun-
cil members to meet and give 
proper attention to matters 
beyond the serious econom-
ic and health challenges that 
lie immediately in front of us. 
Other matters can wait a few 
weeks or months without any 
detriment to our city. 

The undersigned civic 
associations urge the city 
manager and council to 
formally postpone all city 
meetings relating to mat-
ters that do not involve the 
health crisis and budget 
decisions until all residents 
and council members can 
once again work together to 
make thoughtful decisions 
about the future of our city.

-Brookville Seminary 
Valley Civic Association,

Old Town Civic Association,
Parkside Condominium 

Association,
Seminary Civic Association,

Seminary Hill Association,
Seminary Ridge Civic 

Association,
Seminary West Civic 

Association , 
Strawberry Hill Civic 

Association,
Taylor Run Civic Association,

Wakefield Tarleton 
Civic Association 

LAND USE FROM | 26
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This week’s article high-
lights the City of Alexandria’s 
newest acquisition, the Free-
dom House Museum at 1315 
Duke St. Once notorious as 
the field office of Franklin and 
Armfield, the largest domestic 
slave dealing firm of its time, 
the city plans to restore the 
building to expand the muse-
um to interpret this dark peri-
od of American history. To do 
so, and make the site’s histo-
ry available to all, significant 
funds need to be raised to re-
store and interpret the former 
Alexandria Slave Pen.

The building was con-
structed by Gen. Robert Young 
in 1818. Despite being a prom-
inent Alexandrian, Young was 
dogged by financial problems. 
In 1828, Merchant’s Bank, 
which was listed as the owner 
by this point, leased the prop-
erty, which took up almost the 
entire block of Duke between 
Payne and West, to Isaac 
Franklin and John Armfield to 
run their field office.

Agents of the slave deal-
ers purchased individuals 
throughout Maryland and Vir-
ginia and brought them to the 
Alexandria Slave Pen before 
transport to the Deep South. 
The names of the enslaved can 
be seen today on ship mani-
fests and court records.

Armfield was the partner 
who lived in the house, and he 
moved his wife Martha Frank-
lin, his partner’s niece, to the 
upper floors in 1834. The firm 
disbanded in 1836, but that 
didn’t mean that the Alexan-

dria Slave Jail, as it was later 
known, discontinued its role 
in the domestic slave trade.

Instead, a succession of 
small firms occupied the 
building until the Union 
Army occupied Alexandria 
in 1861. The last tenant had 
fled town, leaving one elder-
ly man chained to the floor.

Thanks to local organizers, 
including Annie B. Rose, whose 
father, Henry Bailey, had once 
been held on the property, the 
building was designated a Na-
tional Historic Landmark in 
1978. For decades, the building 
was used as residences.

In an example of poetic 
justice, the Northern Virginia 
Urban League, a communi-

ty-based organization devot-
ed to empowering minorities, 
purchased the building in 
1996. They opened the Free-
dom House Museum on the 
lower level in 2008.

In 2018, the Office of His-
toric Alexandria entered into 
a collaboration with NVUL. 
The partnership is dedicated 
to preserving and interpret-
ing this historic site. Last 
month, the City of Alexan-
dria purchased the building 
from NVUL. 

Plans are in place to ex-
pand exhibit space and in-
clude a discussion of other 
aspects of the domestic slave 
trade and its role in American 
history. But before new arti-

facts can be acquired and dis-
played, the most important 
artifact of the museum, the 
building itself, needs to be re-
stored and improved.

The Historic Alexandria 
Museums are participating 
in this year’s Spring2Action 
giving campaign on April 15.  
They are raising funds to es-
tablish a historic preservation 
fund for Freedom House. If you 
are interested in donating or 
want to check on the fundrais-
ing progress, visit Spring2Ac-
tion.org. Our ability to tell this 
story relies in part on you.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
The CDC has asked residents to wear cloth face masks 
in public. Will you comply?
A) I wear a mask every time I leave the house.
B) I wear a mask only in crowded places like grocery stores.
C) I don't yet have a face mask but have ordered one.
D) I plan to get a face mask.
E) I won't wear a face mask.

This Week 
Has the coronavirus impacted your job at all?
48% Yes, I'm working remotely.
17% No, I'm retired or a homemaker.
16% Yes, I've been laid off from my job.
16% Yes, my job is considered essential, and continuing to 
interact with the public is putting me at risk.
3% Yes, I've had my paid work hours reduced.

The Freedom House Museum

PHOTO/LIBRARY OF CONGRESSS
Taken in 1861, when Union troops were occupying the building
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Weekly Words

ROUND LOT by Sid Sivakumar, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. You may make a mark with it
4. Networking goals
7. Rugged 53-Across
11. Order part
15. Ortiz of "Devious Maids"
18. "Who, me?"
19. Letters after a dot, often
20. Took the subway
21. Mass of an average human cell
23. Cook first, as pie crust
25. Entrepreneur Musk
26. Places to stir and fry stir-fries
27. *Dunkin' option with a white 

coating (note: the central 
black square pattern is a hint 
to each starred answer)

30. Houses in California and 
Florida

31. Hardly entertain
32. Composer Satie
35. "Baa" ma
36. "Gimme five!"
39. No. in a work email signature
40. Continued, as a membership
43. Moroccan hat
46. Taken by mouth
48. Thirds of thirds
49. *Piece of jewelry on a Hindu 

bride's foot
53. It's hard to scale

56. In the slightest
57. "Rubyfruit Jungle" author 

Brown
58. Inventor Nobel
60. Pest or informant
61. Pest or informant
62. Indefinable glow
64. Unite spiritually (with)
65. Champion's claim
67. Emergency pumps? (Clue for 

middle square: Circular letter)
68. April payment
69. Classical poetry form
70. Never ___ moment
71. Sailor's vessel
73. Grow weary
74. Class with smocks
75. Demolition remains
77. Like a refreshing beer
79. Aspiring attorney's track
82. River by the Eiffel Tower
83. *Bit of a whole-grain cereal
84. Fix, as a shoe bottom
85. Drink with honey
87. Water feature creature
88. Became threadbare
89. "What's the ___?" ("Who 

cares?")
92. Iron product?
95. "Narcos" org.
97. Turntable speeds, for short
98. Zone

100. Rogue or Escape
106. *World's biggest machine
110. It's exciting to take a back 

seat during one
111. Bert who played a lion
112. Not bottled, like beer
115. How established information 

is taken
116. Indian or Cajun vegetable
117. Issa of "Insecure"
118. "Baby Blues" girl
119. ___ a precedent
120. Bird's project
121. Try to find
122. East or west (Abbr.)
123. Peaceful Buddhist state

DOWN
1. Troublemaking child
2. Negative conjunction
3. Capital of Ukraine
4. "Sorry, too busy"
5. Cellphone brand
6. Refined, as ore
7. Paper airplane fold
8. Jamestown colonist John
9. Hang tinsel on, say
10. Kind of salami
11. Synchronized
12. Starts liking
13. City in Oklahoma
14. Cheese growth

15. Childish comeback
16. Word after Mother or human
17. Dutch beer
22. Bit of toothpaste
24. *Backboard attachment
28. Obama treasury secretary 

Jack
29. Nickname between R and V
32. Puzzle designer Rubik
33. Limit, with "in"
34. *Water park ride
37. Black-and-white predator
38. Funeral figure
41. Highway dividers
42. Rough fig.
43. Big party
44. Victorian ___
45. Bygone alcopop
47. *Means of staying afloat?
49. Of nutrition
50. Full of black gold
51. Their shells look like spirals
52. "Rico Suave" rapper
54. *Morsel for Toucan Sam
55. Manage (for yourself)
59. Most frequent letter in "doo-

dad"
61. Hosts, informally
63. Body spray brand
65. Small amount
66. Midmonth date
72. Take a sly glance

73. Singer Amos
76. Boarding pass datum
78. One who may earn a $1 sala-

ry, briefly
79. Con's counterpart
80. Univ. donor, perhaps
81. Moistens
86. U.S. Census periods
88. Onetime Chinese military 

leader
89. City north of Austin
90. Bold declaration in poker
91. Mathematician with a famous 

Last Theorem
93. Passionate
94. "Eat ___ Chikin"
95. "Symphony No. 9" composer
96. Slithery swimmer
99. Like a toddler at Disneyland, 

maybe
101. Songs for one
102. Cobra or copperhead
103. Earthy colour
104. Mount ___ Health System
105. Bottom feeder?
107. CNN's Burnett
108. Honeycomb site
109. Rib
113. Adversary
114. Highest rating, often

MILTON L. BURKE (88), of Alexandria, March 24, 2020

CHARLES FISHER (99), of Alexandria, March 27, 2020

ROBERT HUGHES (69), of Alexandria, March 29, 2020

CAROL JOHNSON (67), of Alexandria, March 31, 2020

CHARLES P. O’CONNOR, of Alexandria, March 30, 2020

PHILLIP SCHONBERGER (77), of Alexandria, April 4, 2020

JOHN L. TAYLOR (83), of Alexandria, April 1, 2020

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper 

or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

EDUCATION/CAREER
TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING  – 
Get FAA approved hands on 

Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students - 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance SCHEV certified 
877-204- 4130

FARMS/LIVESTOCK
Live Fish for Ponds-Lakes.
Plants, Lilies, 32 Species 
Available. Free Catalog. 
Delivery or Pick-Up. Zetts 
Fish Hatchery, 878 Hatchery 
Road, Inwood, WV 25428 
(304) 229-3654. www.
zettsfishhatchery.com.

HELP WANTED/
DRIVER

Need CDL Drivers? dvertise 
your JOB OPENINGS statewide 
or in other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 

to reach truck drivers. Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-

0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A  

PUBLIC HEARING

The Board of Architectural Review 
will hold an Electronic Public 
Meeting on WEDNESDAY, April 
22, 2020 beginning at 7:00 p.m. to 
review the following item(s):

Amendments to existing Small Cell 
Policy

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie.Cato@
alexandriava.gov or (703) 746-3810, 
Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets.

Classifieds

Java Grill, LLC

Java Grill

611 King St

Alexandria

22314-3105

Mixed Beverage Restaurant

Truc Tran Owner

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

Subscribe to Alexandria Times E-edition to get your 
news delivered to your email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 

a day before everyone else?
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OBITUARY

Nancy Kay (Gosnell) Street, 
84, of Russell, Kentucky, died 
peacefully on Friday, April 3, 
2020 at her residence.

She was born in Alexan-
dria, Indiana, on October 
30, 1935, daughter of the late 
Floris Louella Mitchel and 
Edgar Earl Gosnell. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her hus-
band Charles Eugene Street 
and son Christopher Street.

She is survived by her sons, 
Scott (Sandra) Street of Lex-
ington, Kentucky, Todd (Val-
erie) Street of Canton, Ohio, 
and three grandchildren, 
Scott Jr., Matthew and Natalie 
Street. She is also survived 
by her best friend of 50 years, 
Cheri “Mimi” Lanham and her 
dear friend Margie Scott.

She was a dedicated wife, 

mother and loving grand-
mother. She volunteered for 
Meals on Wheels and at Our 
Lady of Bellefonte Hospital. 
She enjoyed playing bridge 
and was an avid University of 
Kentucky basketball fan.

A private graveside ser-
vice was held Tuesday, April 
7, 2020 at Bellefonte Memo-
rial Gardens with Father D. 
Andrew Canon Garner, KHS 
presiding.

Because of Nancy’s love of 
animals, the family asks that 
in lieu of flowers, gifts in 
honor of her be sent to Ash-
land Animal Rescue Fund, 
P.O. Box 2061, Ashland, Ken-
tucky, 41105-2061.

To share a remembrance of 
Nancy or to express a condo-
lence to her family, please visit: 
www.steenfuneralhome.com.

Nancy Kay (Gosnell) Street
October 30, 1935 – April 3, 2020

services more than a month 
ago, Driskell and his congre-
gation have been connecting 
through social media plat-
forms and live streaming 
services, such as Facebook 
Live and Zoom.

The Rev. Noelle York-Sim-
mons, rector of Christ Church 
in Alexandria, is also using 
Facebook Live for major Sun-
day services and Zoom for 
church business meetings, 
small group meetings and 
children’s ministries.

As with most churches, 
Christ Church and Beulah 
Baptist have a percentage of 
congregants who cannot or 
do not wish to participate in 
online services and activities. 
In these cases, faith leaders 
and volunteers are reaching 
out with phone calls to check 
on the individuals.

“Part of what’s so difficult 
about this is that there’s not 
another option,” York-Sim-
mons said. “We can’t even 
bring them church, which 
would be another thing that 
we would do for someone 
who’s shut in or injured in 
the hospital. We would go 
to them and find a way of 
bringing kind of a piece of 
the liturgy to them, and we 
can’t do that right now.”

For some, the use of 
technology in a religious at-
mosphere goes against the 
religion itself.

Hazzan Elisheva Dien-
stfrey of Agudas Achim 
Congregation explained 
that for certain prayers, 
Jewish law requires at least 
10 people to be present. 
With a state-wide stay-at-
home order and gatherings 
of more than 10 people 
prohibited, obeying these 
traditions has become in-
creasingly complicated.

“When it became clear … 
that we couldn’t even hold 
a service, that became very 
awkward because as Conser-
vative Jews at Agudas Achim 
Congregation, we don’t be-
lieve in using any electron-

ics or recording anything ... 
on the Sabbath, on Shabbat, 
which is when we all come 
together,” Dienstfrey said.

Steven Rein, rabbi of 
Agudas Achim Congrega-
tion, consulted with his 
colleagues and the Com-
mittee on Jewish Law and 
Standards, which came up 
with temporary rules and 
exceptions during this time, 
Dienstfrey said. For prayers 
requiring the presence of 10 
people, such as the Mourn-
er’s Kaddish, it is now tem-
porarily acceptable to recite 
the prayer if 10 people can 
be seen. Therefore, Agudas 
Achim has purchased a Zoom 
business package, which al-
lows 300 participants.

For Dienstfrey, this is 
a very strange change to 
get used to. She and Rein 
stream services on an iPad 
while sitting six feet apart 
— the only two people in an 
otherwise empty synagogue 
that seats 500 people.

“I became a cantor, a 
clergyperson, so I could 
hold hands and give hugs 
and sing with people,” Dien-
stfrey said. “I can’t do any of 
those things now. You can’t 
sing with people via Zoom. 
It doesn’t work. … So much 
of being Jewish is being with 
community and now we 
don’t have that. We’re try-
ing our best, but a Zoom call 
could never replace what we 
have in person.”

Dienstfrey said that her 
teenage children have been 
helping her adapt to new 
technology. Other adoles-
cents within the synagogue 
have volunteered to help 
staff members and other 
congregants who need assis-
tance. A committee of volun-
teers is also calling congre-
gants who are older or single 
to see how they’re doing.

The synagogue’s Pass-
over celebrations began on 
Wednesday night and will 
continue on Thursday night. 
The congregation is cele-
brating with Seders, cere-
monial dinners that involve 

retelling the story of the 
Israelites’ liberation from 
slavery in ancient Egypt. 
Normally, no phones or 
electronics would be used 
for Seders, but this year, 
congregants are encouraged 
to use Zoom and other tech-
nology to gather with family 
and friends. 

“We had to make an ex-
ception because it’s more 
important for us to be able to 
give our community this re-
ligious experience that hap-
pens only once a year than to 
follow all the laws just right, 
just so,” Dienstfrey said.

For most of these institu-
tions, it is too early to know 
the extent of financial im-
pact of the coronavirus.

Markham reported that 
the Virginia Theological 
Seminary’s endowment, 
which was $177 million at 
the end of December 2019, 
had dropped to $132 mil-
lion as of last week. The 
seminary has committed 
to paying all employees 
through June, but will de-
termine budget planning 
for the next fiscal year at 
its board meeting in May.

As a historic landmark, 
Christ Church is no longer 
able to give guided tours, 
which usually yield do-
nations, during the week. 
This is an especially tough 
blow as summer approach-
es, and tours tend to be 
especially popular during 
tourism season.

Although each insti-
tution is different, all will 
likely see some monetary 
decline with the stall in reg-
ular tithes and income from 
weddings and funerals.

In a season of renewed 
life and hope, Driskell won-
ders what life will look like 
in the wake of COVID-19.

“Cherry blossoms are out, 
trees are blooming. That’s 
what spring is about — life,” 
Driskell said. “We know that 
people die every day, but 
lives are being lost en masse 
because of this virus.”

-landerson@alextimes.com  

is set to move into the IDA 
Building at Mark Center. 

Jinks will present the up-
dated budget proposal to coun-
cil on April 14 and a budget 
public hearing will take place 
on April 18 ahead of council’s 
budget adoption on April 29.

Given the heavily-altered 
budget and constantly chang-
ing situation, council may 
have to adopt the budget with 
contingencies, Wilson said.

“We are probably going 
to adopt the budget with a 
series of reductions to be 
named later,” Wilson said. 
“So, we will specify the rev-
enue levels, we’ll adopt the 
tax rates and all that stuff 
and adopt the overall budget 

number, but we’re going to 
have to come back in the May 
and June time frame, engage 
with the community – as we 
can with social distancing 
rules – and determine what 
those additional reductions 
will be.”

The COVID-19 public 
health crisis has completely 
changed most residents’ way 
of life, including city employ-
ees. As a result, the budget re-
structuring process has been 
done largely via remote work, 
which has provided challeng-
es for Jinks and city staff. 

“We’re in a crisis mode lo-
cally, regionally, nationally, 
but we all have to step up our 
game and get done what we’re 
called upon to do,” Jinks said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 
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We’re in a crisis mode locally, 
regionally, nationally, but we all 
have to step up our game and get 

done what we’re called upon to do.”
– Mark Jinks,
city manager
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#WeAre
Alexandria

CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY

 109  S .  P i t t  S t r e e t ,  A l e x and r i a ,  VA  22314

www . j enwa l k e r . c om

 703 . 549 . 9292

Equa l  Hous i ng  Oppo r t un i t y

V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S :

t o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r e g i s t e r ,  v i s i t :

v o l u n t e e r a l e x a n d r i a . o r g / c a r e f o r c o m m u n i t y

ALIVE! volunteers, 16 and older, are needed to bag food to be distributed.

Truck-to-Trunk Mass Food Distribution! ALIVE! Inc. needs On-Call Warehouse Workers, Translators, Van Drivers, Truck Drivers,
 Traffic Flow Coordinators, Food Bag Distributors.

Alexandria City Schools are distributing "Grab'n Go" meals to ensure our children have food.

Dunbar Boys and Girls Club seeks a few volunteers to disinfect the club.

Alexandria Community Shelter - Experienced sign language interpreter is needed.

St. Joseph Catholic Church needs volunteers every Thursday to hand out bags of food to approximately 35 people.


