
City, Inova partner for 
appointment-only, vehi-
cle-side testing 
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Inova Alexandria Hos-
pital’s drive-through test-
ing site for COVID-19 in Old 
Town is up and running.

In Alexandria, private 
doctors, Inova and commu-
nity health organizations like 
Neighborhood Health have 
provided Alexandrians with a 
number of options for receiv-
ing a COVID-19 test. Howev-
er, with 700 positive cases of 
COVID-19 in Alexandria as of 
April 29, patients, doctors and 

public health officials have 
been unified in calling for 
more testing. 

The city announced on 
April 17 that it was support-
ing Inova in bringing vehi-
cle-side testing to the Inova 
Primary Care Old Town clin-
ic located at 325 S. Washing-
ton St. The Old Town site 
has been functioning as a 
respiratory illness clinic with 
limited hours since April 20, 
and it joins three other Ino-
va facilities in offering ve-
hicle-side testing, an option 
that has become increasingly 

Local couple founds 
Mason & Greens, first 
regional zero-waste 
shop 
BY MISSY SCHROTT

As small businesses are 
forced to close their doors 

and lay off employees be-
cause of the novel corona-
virus, one couple is braving 
the impossible – opening a 
new business in the midst of 
a global pandemic. 

Anna and Justin Marino 
opened Mason & Greens, a 

sustainable dry goods and 
grocery shop, at 913 King 
St. on March 27, possibly 
becoming the only grocery 
store in Alexandria that has 
never had a customer inside.

Nonprofits adapt to 
meet community needs 
while social distancing
BY LUKE ANDERSON

In these uncertain 
times, the pressure has 
never been greater for non-
profit organizations to 
provide assistance vital to 

many residents’ health and 
well-being.

More than 150 nonprofits 
exist within Alexandria, and 
because of novel coronavi-
rus, they must find ways to 
continue operations while 
adhering to social distanc-
ing guidelines. They are 
challenged with increased 

demand despite quickly de-
pleting resources and funds, 
and many have been forced 
to cancel events and pro-
grams that would have gen-
erated much needed reve-
nue. Yet they are doing their 
best to stay resilient.
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Drive-through  
testing in Alexandria

Sustainable grocer  
opens mid-pandemic 

Assistance from a distance

The Alexandria Times' new  
podcast, Speak Easy, is out now. 

Find us on Spotify, iTunes and Google 
Play – or wherever you listen to podcasts. 

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Anna and Justin Marino, owners of Mason & Greens, with wares from their new store.

COVID-19 update
Alexandria increases to 700 
cases, 92 hospitalizations.
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Schools
ACPS tackles online learning 

cybersecurity challenges.
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The Inova Primary Care Old Town clinic now offers limited hours for 
vehicle-side testing.
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  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate 
in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

Home Has Never 
Been More Important 

WE STAY HOME FOR OUR COMMUNITY
The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com

WE STAY HOME FOR OUR CLIENTS
The MaryAshley Real Estate Group 
maryashley@compass.com

WE STAY HOME FOR OUR FAMILIES
Bobi Bomar + Ellen Patrick, Homes of Alexandria Team 
homesofalexandriateam@compass.com | 703.927.2213

I STAY HOME FOR 
MY GRANDSONS
Bonnie Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com

I STAY HOME FOR MY KIDS
Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com
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Inova seeks plasma donations from recovered COVID-19 patients
Inova Health System’s 

blood donor service is now 
collecting plasma from pa-
tients who have recovered 
from COVID-19. 

Convalescent plasma 
that is collected from a re-
covered COVID-19 patient – 
a patient that had a positive 
COVID-19 test and has been 
symptom free for 28 days – 
can be used to help those 
who are suffering the most 
from COVID-19.

“The plasma will be used 
to treat some of our most 
critically ill COVID-19 pa-
tients, as the antibodies de-

veloped by those who have 
recovered may help in the re-
covery of those still battling 
COVID-19,” Tracy Connell, 
media relations officer at In-
ova Health Systems, said in 
an email.

Those who fit Inova’s cri-
teria and are interested in 
donating plasma can make 
appointments at three Inova 
blood donor centers: Cen-
treMed, Dulles and Wood-
burn donor centers. As part 
of the screening process, In-
ova will re-test potential do-
nors to ensure they are not 
still asymptomatic carriers 

of the virus, according to In-
ova’s website. 

Fill out the donor request 
form here: www.inovablood.
org/covid19plasma. 

The U.S. Federal Drug 

Administration, in partner-
ship with the American Red 
Cross and other organiza-
tions, is also seeking plas-
ma donations. For more in-
formation on the American 

Red Cross’ eligibility criteria, 
visit www.redcrossblood.
org/donate-blood/dlp/plas-
ma-donations-from-recov-
ered-covid-19-patients.html.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Speak Easy features 
Alexandria Health  
Department director

The first socially dis-
tanced episode of Speak Easy, 
the Alexandria Times pod-
cast, released on Wednesday 
and featured Dr. Stephen 
Haering, director of the Alex-
andria Health Department. 

Times reporter and Speak 
Easy host Cody Mello-Klein 
sat down (remotely) with 
Haering to discuss Haering's 
upbringing on a Kentucky 
farm, how he came to be di-

rector of the AHD, his work 
spearheading the city’s re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and how he’s coping 
with social distancing.

Listen to the latest epi-
sode on Spotify, Apple Pod-
casts, Google Play and your 
podcast platform of choice. 
Episodes of Speak Easy are 
released the last Wednesday 
of every month.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

GRAPHIC/LYVI SIEG
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COVID-19 in Alexandria: 700 cases, 21 deaths
Alexandria saw its biggest 

jump in COVID-19 cases yet 
on Wednesday, rising from 
653 positive cases on Tues-
day to 700 positive cases on 
Wednesday, an increase of 47 
cases, according to the Vir-
ginia Department of Health.

In the past week, the num-
ber of fatalities has increased 
from 13 to 21, as of press time. 
Overall, 92 residents are hos-
pitalized and 2,460 tests have 
been performed, according to 
the city website. 

There have been outbreaks 
at six long-term care facilities 
in Alexandria, up from four re-
ported last week, according to 
VDH. The Alexandria Health 
Department is defining an 
outbreak as two or more con-
firmed cases within a facility, 
according to AHD Director Dr.
Stephen Haering.

A patient displaying 
symptoms of COVID-19, as 

defined by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, is one of the key criteria 
for screening and testing. On 
Monday, the CDC added six 
new symptoms to its list of 
COVID-19 symptoms. Previ-
ously, the CDC cited a fever, 
cough and shortness of breath 
as key indicators that some-
one might have COVID-19; 
however, the agency has now 
added chills, repeated shak-
ing with chills, muscle pain, 
headache, sore throat and 
new loss of taste or smell as 
indicative of the disease.

As Virginia residents pre-
pare to enter the sixth week of 
Gov. Ralph Northam’s (D-VA) 
stay-at-home order, on April 
24, Northam presented his 
blueprint for how and when 
the state can begin to ease 
public health restrictions.

The plan, Forward Virgin-
ia, involves a phased approach  

based on CDC guidelines. The 
state will not begin the first 
phase of the plan until there 
is a 14-day downward trend 
in confirmed COVID-19 cases 
and hospitalizations, accord-
ing to a news release. 

Phase one of the plan 

would involve some busi-
nesses reopening with strict 
safety restrictions, as well as 
continued social distancing, 
teleworking, limits on travel 
and public gatherings and use 
of face coverings.

The number of daily cas-

es is still on the rise, even as 
hospitalization rates have be-
gun to flatten, according to 
the governor’s presentation. 
Northam said he aims to ramp 
up the state’s testing capabili-
ties to 10,000 tests per day.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFING

GRAPHIC/LYVI SIEG
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New Properties in Old Town

Reach out to Diann to arrange an 
exclusive, one-on-one video tour

620 SOUTH LEE STREET

$1,225,000

Total renovation on sought-after 
South Lee Street

SOLD

6 POTOMAC COURT

$1,850,000

Panoramic river views  
from this updated residence

ACTIVE – NEW PRICE

Diann Carlson
CELL 703-628-2440
OFFICE 703-549-8700
diann.carlson@gmail.com

907 SOUTH ST. ASAPH STREET

$865,000

Sensational rear garden room 
addition with skylights

COMING SOON

Alexandria Health De-
partment director raises 
blood test possibility
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Dr. Stephen Haering, direc-
tor of the Alexandria Health 
Department, discussed the 
future of COVID-19 testing in 
Alexandria at a city council 
legislative meeting on Tues-
day evening. 

Testing capacity has in-
creased both locally and 
across the country, yet sever-
al plans to reopen states, in-
cluding Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
(D-VA) Forward Virgin-
ia strategy, are contingent 
upon widespread testing. 
Northam’s plan involves in-
creasing statewide testing 
capacity to 10,000 people per 
day prior to reopening. 

Mayor Justin Wilson 
asked what that goal for in-
creased testing means for Al-

exandria. 
“Every plan for reopen-

ing has a predicate that 
there’s increased testing 
capacity, and I think most 
folks are translating that to 
mean that we need wide-
spread asymptomatic test-
ing in order to reopen the 
economy,” Wilson said. “… 
How do we step into a more 
widely available testing for 
those individuals who might 
not be symptomatic?”

Testing in Alexandria is 
currently available only for 
individuals who are exhib-
iting symptoms consistent 
with COVID-19. 

Increased testing does 
not necessarily equate to 
asymptomatic testing, Haer-
ing said. Northam’s plan will 
likely involve more testing 
for people with symptoms, 
he said. 

However, Haering said 

that when he asked state 
officials about community 
COVID-19 testing, he was in-
formed about a new potential 
type of testing – community 
blood testing.

“One of the things I asked 
the state epidemiologist 
[was] why don’t we do com-
munity testing, which would 
be we would go to a neigh-
borhood and test anybody 
that shows up regardless,” 
Haering said. “The response 
there was we wouldn’t do 
the type of testing that we’re 
doing now, which is a naso-
pharyngeal swab, where we 
take a small Q-tip and put it 
way back in somebody’s nose 
back to their throat. Instead, 
it would be a blood test for 
antibodies.” 

“That blood test would 
either be through the arm or 
through a finger prick, and 
that would not tell a person 

that you’re sick right now,” 
Hearing continued. “What 
it would tell a person is that 
you’ve had the sickness in 
the past.”

Community blood testing 
would essentially be more 
helpful for health experts 
than individuals, Haering 
said, as it would help experts 
understand exactly how 
common the virus is.

Councilor Del Pepper 
questioned why, if the city 
chooses to do community 
testing that’s open to the 
public, a blood test would be 
preferable to the nasal swab. 

“The blood testing … 
why would people do that 
if it’s not going to tell you 
that you’ve got the problem 
now?” Pepper asked. 

Because the testing would 
involve a questionnaire ask-
ing if the subject has experi-
enced COVID-19 symptoms 

in recent months, the anti-
body results would help iden-
tify asymptomatic carriers, 
Haering said.

“It actually helps to 
demonstrate to us as a com-
munity, as a nation, how 
much of this is being spread 
asymptomatically, so it helps 
to characterize the illness,” 
Haering said. 

The theoretical commu-
nity blood testing is still just 
a concept that’s under dis-
cussion, just as there are cur-
rently no sites in Alexandria 
offering walk-in COVID-19 
testing to the public. 

“I’m certainly interest-
ed in us doing [community 
blood testing], as long as ev-
erybody understands what 
the role of that testing would 
be, that would help all of us 
to understand, how common 
is it?” Haering said. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Council discusses future COVID-19 testing



6 |APRIL 30, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

common across the country 
and in the region. 

In mid-March, cities in Cal-
ifornia, Colorado, Connecti-
cut, Indiana, Minnesota, New 
York, Texas and Washington 
began offering vehicle-side, or 
“drive-through,” testing op-

tions. As of April 10, the joint 
Arlington County-Virginia 
Hospital Center drive-through 
testing site, which opened on 
March 18, had tested more 
than 1,000 people, according 
to ARL Now.

Drive-through testing has 
been a subject of interest for 
residents, but the city’s latest 

testing option isn’t the Mc-
Donald’s of testing that some 
might think it is. Like any 
COVID-19 testing or screen-
ing option, it comes with cri-
teria and restrictions for who 
can get tested and when.

“Those individuals who 
are getting vehicle-side tests 
have already consulted with a 

physician and have a prescrip-
tion/order for a test,” an Inova 
spokesperson said in an email. 
“The prescribing physician 
coordinates the vehicle-side 
testing with Inova. This is 
done because some physicians 
do not have testing capabili-
ties within their practice.”

“There’s really nowhere 
around here where you can 
get screening and testing 
without symptoms and with-
out an appointment,” Craig 
Fifer, director of communi-
cations for the city, said. “I 
think when people think of 
the phrase ‘drive-through 
testing,’ that’s often what 
they’re thinking of.”

Patients are screened by 
their own doctors and, in the 
case of Inova, by an Inova 
doctor before they can get 
an appointment for a vehi-
cle-side test. Testing criteria 
are based on the Virginia De-
partment of Health and Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidelines, one 
of which requires that the 
patient display symptoms in 
order to get tested.

Vehicle-side testing at the 
Old Town clinic is, like most 
testing, by appointment-on-
ly. In the case of the facility’s 
drive-through testing option, 
it requires that the patient’s 
doctor, not the patient, make 
the appointment, due to lim-
ited capacity. 

“Last week we tested al-
most 100 people through our 
appointment only vehicle-side 
testing.  We are able to per-
form up to 60 [tests] each day 
at the Old Town Respiratory 
Illness Clinic if needed,” the 
Inova spokesperson said.

Unlike Inova’s other three 
vehicle-side testing sites, 
which are urgent care clin-
ics, Inova’s Old Town site is a 
primary care clinic. As a re-
sult, the site only functions 
as a respiratory illness clinic 
for limited hours, from 1 to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Between 2 and 4 p.m. 
on those days, patients who 
have had an appointment set 
by their doctor can receive a 

vehicle-side COVID-19 test.
“The limited hours were 

determined in order to en-
sure current patients can see 
their doctors in the morning 
and meet the demand for ve-
hicle-side testing services,” 
the Inova spokesperson said.

Vehicle-side testing pro-
vides the same quality of 
testing as that offered inside 
a hospital or clinic.

“The type of test that’s 
done for car-side testing, the 
fact that it’s being done in a 
car, does not diminish the ef-
ficacy or anything like that,” 
Dr. Vivek Sinha, founder 
and chief medical officer at 
Belleview Medical Partners, 
said. “As long as you have a 
qualified person doing the 
swab, if they do it in the of-
fice, if they do it in the home 
or if they do it in the car, it’s 
the same thing.”

Drive-through testing 
does present logistical chal-
lenges for healthcare organi-
zations attempting to expand 
their testing capabilities.

“Most [health care pro-
viders] have not gone out of 
their way to do vehicle-side 
testing because it means 
having to come out of your 
facility, it means having to 
set up new logistics, it means 
having to not be able to do 
the inside functions that you 
were doing,” Fifer said.

Yet the appeal of drive-
through testing, for patients 
and health care workers, is 
clear.

“The reason people are 
doing vehicle-side testing is 
to reduce the risk of transmis-
sion to health care workers. 
They’re in an outdoor envi-
ronment, less risk of transmis-
sion,” Dr. Basim Khan, execu-
tive director at Neighborhood 
Health, said “… I think that’s 
why a lot of practices are doing 
it, as opposed to doing it in the 
office.”

In addition to reducing the 
risk of transmission for both 
potential patients and health-
care workers, vehicle-side 

 Union   Square
Union Square salutes the 

efforts our doctors, nurses 
and first responders 

fighting Covid-19.
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.

Union Square supports the essential 
work of The Campagna Center and The 

Scholarship Fund of Alexandria. 

Donations are still being accepted! Go to www.spring2action.org where 

571-263-9805  |  bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online at  
Visit Alexandria Unique venues and on Wedding Wire.

UnionSquare

contributions for these two fine nonprofits are being accepted until 12/31/20!

Long term rental rates available

TESTING FROM | 1

SEE TESTING | 23
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goodwinhouse.org

Real Heroes Don’t Wear Capes
True heroes are all around us. They’re working hard to keep us supplied, 

make sure we have food and take care of us when we’re sick.

At Goodwin House, our heroes work tirelessly to provide care and services to older 
adults throughout Northern Virginia. They are housekeepers, maintenance staff, dining 

servers and cooks. They are social workers, fitness staff, art directors and chaplains. 
They are physical therapists, nurses’ aides, doctors and nurses. And the list goes on.

We extend our profound gratitude to these true heroes.  
Thank you for all that you do.
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It’s Not Too Late!
TAKE 10 MINUTES TO COMPLETE  

THE CENSUS
#ALEXCOUNTS

#TAKE10FORCENSUS

9/26/2019

Save the Date!
IS CENSUS DAY

For more information, visit 
alexandriava.gov/Census2020.
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IT’S SAFE! 

IT’S FAST! 
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HOW THE 
U.S. CENSUS AFFECTS 
YOUR COMMUNITY 

SERVICES
Funds our roads, schools, SNAP, 
CHIP, WIC, school lunches, and 
other programs.

COMMUNITY FUNDING
The Alexandria loses $1,200 per 
year for every person missed on 
the Census.

OUR CITY’S FUTURE
Informs the City’s planning for 
transportation, housing, schools, 
and emergency response.

REPRESENTATION
Determines how many legislators 
Virginia has in the US House of 
Representatives.

Every 10 years, the US Census counts every 

resident in the United States. Participating 

in the Census brings resources into your 

community and guarantees you and your 

household will have fair representation in 

government. 

Your personal information is confidential, 
even from other government agencies.

You can complete the Census online, by 
phone, or by mail.

The Census form only asks 10 questions 
about your household. 

IT’S SAFE!
Your personal information 
is confidential, even from 
other government agencies.

9/26/2019
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Virginia has in the US House of 
Representatives.

Every 10 years, the US Census counts every 

resident in the United States. Participating 

in the Census brings resources into your 

community and guarantees you and your 

household will have fair representation in 

government. 

Your personal information is confidential, 
even from other government agencies.

You can complete the Census online, by 
phone, or by mail.

The Census form only asks 10 questions 
about your household. 

IT’S FAST!
The Census form only asks 
10 questions about your 
household. 

Every 10 years, the US 
Census counts every 
resident in the United 
States. Participating in the 
Census brings resources 
into your community and 
guarantees you and your 
household will have fair 
representation in  
government.

For more information, visit
alexandriava.gov/Census2020

The 2020 Census can be completed 
by phone using this number:  

844-330-2020

HOW THE  
U.S. CENSUS AFFECTS  
YOUR COMMUNITY
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Tails High

 COVID-19 has us 
chasing our tails! 

   Help us socialize cats?
      Sign up to foster!

ACT for Alexandria
At the heart of the local 

nonprofit network is ACT for 
Alexandria. The communi-
ty foundation has partnered 
with the city to create the 
ACT Now COVID-19 Response 
Fund to generate money for 
nonprofits that provide es-
sential services such as food, 
shelter and emergency health 
supplies.

Through the fund, 
ACT has already distribut-
ed $525,000 to more than 
50 organizations, includ-
ing ALIVE!, Christ Church 
Lazarus Ministry, Neighbor-
hood Health, The Campagna 
Center, Senior Services of Al-
exandria and St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church Lazarus Minis-
try, according to ACT’s Chief 
Program Officer Brandi Yee.

On April 15, ACT hosted 
the 10th annual Spring2AC-
Tion, known as Alexandria’s 
Giving Day. This year, the 
fundraiser was moved up two 
weeks in order to raise mon-
ey for the nonprofits sooner, 
Yee said. This year, 8,453 
donors raised $2.45 million 
on the day of the fundraiser, 
about $400,000 more than 
last year, according to the 
Spring2ACTion website.

“We didn’t know what 
to expect for our giving day 

during the pandemic and we 
were overwhelmed by the 
incredible generosity of our 
community in their support 
for the nonprofits that make 
Alexandria a healthy and vi-
brant place for all,” Yee said 
in an email.

The Spring2ACTion web-
site is still up and running 
to allow donors to continue 
contributing. To donate visit 
www.spring2action.org. 

Together We Bake
One of the nonprofits that 

benefits from Spring2AC-
Tion is Together We Bake, 
an organization that helps 
women become self-suffi-
cient through hands-on ex-
perience in food service and 
hospitality. There are usually 
between 10 and 12 women 
in each of the four sessions 
offered per year. This year’s 
spring session has been can-
celled due to coronavirus.

“We are staying in touch 
with the nine women who 
had already been accepted 
for the [s]pring program and 
trying to determine when 
we will be able to start the 
next class,” Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Parker, TWB co-direc-
tor and Alexandria vice may-
or, said in an email. “Since 
we already have a class that 
is almost full, it could result 
in increased demand for the 

subsequent ones.”
TWB has also been in 

touch with approximately 30 
program graduates to pro-
vide psychosocial support 
and financial assistance for 
rent and other necessities, 
Bennett-Parker said.

This week, the TWB kitch-
en reopened to prepare for 
orders and shipments com-
mencing May 4, in time for 
Mother’s Day. As they work, 
staff are taking care to main-
tain distance from each other 
and wear masks and gloves 
during food production.

TWB is partnering with 
the Goodhart Group and local 
restaurants to feed health-
care workers. They will con-
tribute chocolate chip cook-
ies, and the Goodhart Group 
will match every online order 
of an “essential cookie for an 
essential worker.”

Rebuilding Together 
It is difficult to follow 

the statewide stay-at-home 
order without a safe home. 
Rebuilding Together DC - Al-
exandria works with licensed 
contractors to provide emer-
gency home repairs and 
ensure residents can safely 
shelter in place. The organi-
zation helps residents with 
limited income in both Alex-
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Left: A member of ALIVE! sorts through supply inventories.
Right: A volunteer sets up for a food drive in front of Christ Church in Old Town.
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Sadie she is a Boxer mix who is looking to be your only baby.  She 
loves playing with toys, taking long walks, and snuggling with 

her favorite peeps. 

She’s available to meet prospective Adopters now from the 
comfort and safety of your own home through the Shelter’s 

Virtual Adoption process.

Read more at:  AlexandriaAnimals.org/VirtualAdoptions 

THANK YOU

~ Adopt Me Virtually!  ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

Open for Private 
Shopping by 

appointment from 
12-5 Mon - Sat

20% off of everything

Or order online for 
curbside pick-up

info@tsaltstyle.com 
703 664-0585

106 N. St Asaph St. 
Alexandria 22314

Support Alexandria’s 
Only Non-profit 

Community Bike Shop

•Open 10-4 Tues-Sat.
•Bike repairs & sales by

 appointment - call 
703-549-1108 to schedule

•Accepting donations

Covid-19 Shop Terms

2111 Mt Vernon Ave, Del Ray

our 10th year!
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andria and D.C.
Rebuilding Together staff 

are currently working remote-
ly and communicating with 
their contractors to prioritize 
repairs posing the highest 
safety risks. Although more 
requests come from D.C. than 
Alexandria, the organization 
has experienced a spike in re-
quests from both municipali-
ties since the pandemic began, 
according to Development and 
Communications Coordinator 
Riley Conrad.

Several weeks ago, con-
tractors fixed an Alexandria 
woman’s roof that was de-
cades old and at risk of col-
lapsing, Conrad said. Similar 
to TWB, Rebuilding Togeth-
er’s contractors are wear-
ing protective gear such as 
masks, gloves and shoe cov-
ers and keeping a six-foot 
distance from clients.

Community Lodgings
Community Lodgings is 

another nonprofit that pro-
vides transitional and af-
fordable housing to about 45 
families and serves 150 chil-
dren through a youth educa-
tion program.

“The impact of school 
closings and business shut-
downs has been particularly 
hard on the residents in Com-
munity Lodgings’s housing 
programs and our neighbors 
in the Chirilagua neighbor-
hood,” Development Direc-
tor Susan Fitzpatrick said in 
an email. “Over 70 [percent] 
of the working adults in this 
neighborhood have lost their 
jobs or been furloughed.”

To relieve some pressure 
on these families, Commu-
nity Lodgings is waiving all 
housing late fees. It is also 
helping families with food 
supplies and ordering food 
boxes and hot meals each 
week, which in turn supports 
local restaurants.

The nonprofit is making 
an effort to communicate 
with the families daily and 
have bilingual staff to help 

Spanish-speaking families 
with needed resources. At the 
same time, staff are checking 
on students in their youth 
education program regularly 
via text and email.

Alexandria Tutoring 
Consortium

Alexandria Tutoring 
Consortium is also focused 
on the well-being and edu-
cation of children. Its tutors 
work one-on-one with chil-
dren to teach them to read. 
During this time, tutors have 
had to shift to virtual tutor-
ing, with students reading 
from hard copy books sent 
to them by ATC while they 
follow along in digital copies 
of the same book.

ATC is using the resourc-
es it has, but the students are 
getting a lesser experience 
than they would in person, 
ATC Executive Director Lisa 
Jacobs said. Tutors and stu-
dents are trying to video chat 

but often just communicate 
over the phone.

“Normally, students en-
gage in several activities in-
cluding sorting words, writ-
ing on a white board or in a 
notebook, spelling with cut-
out letters, etc.,” Jacobs said in 
an email. “Some of this might 
be possible if student-tutor 
pairs are able to connect via 
videoconference, but overall 
the tutoring session has been 
greatly streamlined to focus 
solely on reading books that 
are at the student's instruc-
tional level.”

Right now, it is difficult 
to determine if the students 
are falling behind due to 
these limitations or if they 
are making progress as 
normal, Jacobs explained. 
End-of-the-year testing will 
likely indicate the effective-
ness of these virtual tutor-
ing sessions.

SEE NONPROFIT | 23
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PHOTO/TODD CUMPSTON
Top: Together We Bake participants work in the kitchen before 
sessions were cancelled due to coronavirus.
Bottom: From the Athenaeum's online doodle gallery, this sketch is 
part of Todd Cumpston's "COVID-19 Alphabet" series.

PHOTO/TOGETHER WE BAKE
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The couple started work-
ing on the shop’s business 
plan last summer and closed 
on their business loan in 
December. They signed 
the lease at the King Street 
space, the former location of 
boutique home goods store 
Maggie Jane’s, in January. 
They gave themselves plen-
ty of time to decorate the 

space and bring in inventory 
before their planned grand 
opening in early April – or 
so they thought. 

“Everything was going 
swimmingly,” Justin said. 
“Well, and then a pandemic 
happens.” 

While the coronavirus 
forced them to rethink their 
business strategy and grand 
opening plans, the husband-
and-wife duo managed to 

open the shop on time. Like 
many small businesses still 
operating while most of the 
country is staying home, 
the Marinos elected to keep 
customers out of the store 
and offer online ordering 
only. They moved up their 
website launch so that cus-
tomers could order online 
at www.masonandgreens.
com, then pick up their or-
ders at the store.

“That’s really all that we 
could do for the time being, 
and so far, it’s been good,” 
Justin said. “The community 
support has been great. We 
like that people are coming up 
to the door and saying, ‘When 
can I come in? When can I 
come in?’ Because we will get 
there, hopefully sooner rath-
er than later, but for the time 
being, the model that we’re 
doing right now is effective.”

Mason & Greens is a 
zero-waste grocery store, 
where customers can bring 
their own containers and fill 
them with bulk dry goods 
and supplies – a shopping 
experience without plastic 

packaging, disposable bags 
or unnecessary waste. It is 
the first zero-waste shop of 
its kind in the D.C. region, 
according to the Marinos. 

“One out of every three 
pounds of plastic is for pack-
aging,” Justin said. “That’s 
amazing that we use that 
much just to throw away, just 
to get something from point 
A to point B, and then we 
pitch it. It’s kind of a shame 
that it has to be like that.”

Mason & Greens’ bulk 
grocery items include pasta, 
rice, flour, dried beans, nuts, 
powders and more. The shop 
also offers bulk liquids, in-
cluding shampoo, condition-
er, laundry detergent and 
hand sanitizer – a hot com-
modity these days – in large 
jugs with pumps.

Eventually, people will 
be able to bring their own 
containers to the store to 
fill with the bulk goods. 
Customers will weigh their 
empty containers first, fill 
them, then weigh them 
again, so that they pay for 
only the contents of the 
containers. Until custom-
ers can enter the shop and 
bring their own vessels, the 
liquid bulk materials will 
come in glass jars and the 
dry bulk items will come in 
paper bags.

In addition to food, clean-
ing products, personal care 
and more, the shop offers 
everyday supplies, such as 
hairbrushes, toothbrushes, 
cotton “unpaper” towels and 
dental floss. 

“[We’re] showing people 
that there are alternatives, 
because … you’re just used 
to using these things in your 
normal everyday life,” Anna 
said. “Like dental floss is 
made out of nylon. You throw 
it out and say, ‘Oh it’s so small 
and insignificant,’ but think 
about how many billions of 
people live on the planet, and 
if we all are throwing out this 

A community of support and 
enrichment for our Alexandria 

neighbors ages 55+

703-231-0824 
www.athomeinalexandria.org

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

1510-A Belle View Blvd.
703.660.6085 

www.dishesofindia.com

Enhanced online ordering 
& payment in advance!
Delivery service too!

We’re Open!

small business spotlight

PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Left: Jars of different forms of bar "soap," including shampoo bars, conditioner bars and facial cleansing bars. 
Right: In line with its zero-waste philosophy, Mason & Greens reuses the plastic containers that hold bulk liquids, sending them back to 
suppliers for refills.

BUSINESS FROM | 1

SEE BUSINESS | 11
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small little amount of dental 
floss, it adds up.”

Anna and Justin, who 
have been married and liv-
ing in Alexandria since 2012, 
were inspired to open Mason 
& Greens after shifting their 
personal lifestyles last year.

“We decided to take a look 
at all the trash we were cre-
ating on a weekly basis and if 
there was any way we could 
possibly cut it out,” Anna 
said. “I think one of the first 
cuts we made was getting rid 
of paper towels and using re-
usable towels.”

“You look around at all 
you’re doing and what you’re 
putting in your garbage, and 
you’re like, ‘What can I cut 
out? What else can I cut out?’ 
It’s really almost addictive,” 
Justin said.

Between composting, re-
cycling and using reusable 
supplies when they can, Anna, 
Justin and their two children 
produce only one gallon-sized 
bag of waste per week. 

Once they began shift-
ing to a sustainable lifestyle, 
they found it was often diffi-
cult to find products without 
excess packaging and real-
ized others must be experi-
encing the same issue.

“We know that there are 

so many people in this area 
who have needed something 
like this,” Justin said. “One 
of the interesting ways to 
gauge community support 
for it … was the compost 
program at the [Old Town] 
Farmers’ Market. 

“They do hundreds of 
pounds of compost per hour 
down there,” Justin contin-
ued. “That’s amazing that 
people are bringing their 
compost bins to the market to 
dump and carrying those bins 
around with them as they 
shop at the market and things 
like that. If people are willing 
to do that, then we know that 
there is very strong support 
for anything that we would 
sell in our shop.”

In addition to making 
sure that their products pro-
duce zero-waste, the Mari-
nos ensure that their sup-
pliers match their mission. 
Most of the products in the 
retail section are delivered 
to the shop in eco-friendly 
materials, Anna said. For 
the grocery items that must 
come in plastic packaging to 
meet health requirements, 
the Marinos send the plas-
tic to a company that repur-
poses it. 

The Marinos also consider 
location when choosing sup-
pliers.

“When we talk about 
sustainability and helping 
the environment, a lot of it 
involves not shipping stuff 
long distances,” Justin said. 
“The impact of that is pret-
ty profound. When we’re 
talking about shipping tons 
of pineapples and banan-
as and stuff like that over 
thousands of miles, the im-
pact of that is actually pro-
found and a lot of people 
don’t think about it.”

Most of the shop’s goods 
come from regional suppli-
ers. By mid-May, the Marinos 
plan to offer a selection of 
produce grown at a farm in 
Loudoun County. 

While the grocer is fulfill-
ing a demand for people who 
already live a sustainable 
lifestyle, the Marinos hope it 

will convert some who aren’t. 
“I think a lot of people 

shy away from this because 
they don’t fully grasp how 
destructive one plastic bag 
can be,” Anna said. “The 
average lifespan of a plastic 
bag is 12 minutes, and then 
it’s just trash, and the like-
lihood [is] that it’s going to 
float out into the ecosystem. 
… Everything is connected, 
and the smallest choice that 
you make to live a more sus-

tainable life is in the great 
scheme of things, going to 
help globally.”

Starting in May, Ma-
son & Greens will open for 
in-person shopping by ap-
pointment, in order to limit 
the number of people in the 
space and sanitize in be-
tween customers. For more 
information, visit www.ma-
sonandgreens.com/in-store-
shopping.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

Grand Opening of Online Store

v

The More You Buy, 
The More We Donate
$1 From Every Item Purchased Will Be 
Donated To Help Animals In Need

www.PassionatelyPets.com/shop

10% off your 
first order with 
discount code 

ALEXTIMES

@PassionatelyPets

Pet Themed Apparel & Gifts
 
 FONTAINE New Online Ordering!

Open 1 pm to 8 pm 
Seven days a week

New “Moravian Chicken Pie” !
1 Whole Pie with a side of Gravy & 2 House Salads $24.95

Order online at www.fontainebistro.com  
or call 703-535-8151

*includes fruits and vegetables OR  dairy with 
cheese, eggs, milk, butter and Half & Half

Have your food delivered or pick it up curbside!

A variety of Paellas, Spanish Tortillas and 
House made Sangria every Friday,  

Saturday and Sunday!

Weekly Produce Boxes on offer too* ($32)!

small business spotlight

PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Left: A reusable canvas shopping bag from Mason & Greens.  
Right: Bulk goods in Mason & Greens' grocery section include 
beans, nuts, seeds, quinoa, rice, pasta and more. 
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

School division’s tech-
nology team expands 
internet access
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Since Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools cancelled in-per-
son classes on March 13, the 
school division has faced sev-
eral challenges in adapting to 
remote learning, including 
cybersecurity issues.

ACPS, like most school 
divisions, has turned to plat-
forms like Zoom, a virtual 
meeting program, for staff 
meetings and online lessons 
with students. The school di-
vision is now grappling with 
how to keep these meetings 
private, after teachers re-
ported four incidents of un-
wanted visitors appearing in 
virtual classes.

School board member 
Heather Thornton broached 
the subject of the school di-
vision’s cybersecurity efforts 

during the school board’s 
April 24 virtual meeting.

“Of course, as we know, 
when using Zoom, a lot of 
people are encountering some 
Zoom bombing or some secu-
rity issues,” Thornton said. “… 
As we’re thinking about the 
budget, which is obviously go-
ing to be very tight, coming up, 
I think it would really behoove 
us to think about our cyberse-
curity efforts and doing what-
ever we can to beef that up.”

Thornton referenced the 
four reported Zoom-related 
incidents that have occurred 
since schools closed on 
March 13. Of the four inci-
dents, two involved students 
– one current and one former 
– signing into virtual class-
es in which they did not be-
long. The other two involved 
strangers appearing in class-
es, or “Zoom bombing.” In 
each case, the meeting orga-
nizer shut down the meeting 

and reported the incident to 
ACPS’ technology team.

“Understandably that’s 
very disturbing and very 
shocking,” ACPS Chief Tech-
nology Officer Elizabeth 
Hoover said in an interview.

The ACPS technology team 
chose Zoom as its primary re-
mote meeting platform short-
ly after the schools closed on 
March 13.

“For us, we had to pretty 
quickly find some sort of plat-
form that would be easy to 
use for a large variety of tech-

nical abilities and something 
that was FERPA [Federal Ed-
ucation Rights and Privacy 
Act] compliant,” Hoover said.

Zoom fit the bill, and af-
ter the first week of ACPS’ 
closure, teachers were able 
to have their students access 
Zoom via Clever, a single sign-
in secure portal ACPS uses to 
protect its students’ informa-
tion. Within three weeks, the 
school division had held more 
than 4,800 Zoom meetings. 

Worldwide usership on 
the platform has skyrocketed 

in recent months as students, 
professionals and families 
strive to learn, work and keep 
in touch during the pandem-
ic. Zoom’s daily active users 
were up 378 percent from the 
prior year as of March 22, ac-
cording to data from Appto-
pia. But with more users also 
came more scrutiny, and us-
ers quickly started reporting 
security issues.

Hoover attributed ACPS’ 
security issues with Zoom 

ACPS faces cybersecurity issues with online learning

SEE ACPS | 13

Early on … we were all using Zoom differently, like our 
church and our gyms. We were not paying this close 

attention to the security features. …We had such limited time to 
prepare for this huge transition. Ideally, you would’ve done [staff 
training on Zoom] before, but time was not our friend on this.”

– Elizabeth Hoover,
chief technology officer, ACPS
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Here’s how you can 
help support  

small businesses  
during the Covid-19 

outbreak 
GIVE THE GIFT OF BUSINESS 
Buy a gift card to use at a 
later date and shop locally 
online when possible. 

KEEP YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

To the gym, exercise class, 
painting class, music and 
dance lessons, etc.  Many 
small businesses rely on 
your support to keep their doors 
open and pay their bills. Your support 
can save that business. 

BUY NOW, PICK UP LATER 

Planning to make a purchase? 
Call the business to see if you 
can make the purchase but 
pick it up later. 

ORDER FOOD-TO-GO OR HAVE IT 
DELIVERED 

Local restaurants are open 
and ready to provide their 
delicious food. Order and 
pay online. Consider adding a  
generous tip .  

  Wondering what local businesses are open? 
Visit MountVernonLeeChamber.org 

LOCAL BUSINESS INFORMATION: mountvernonleechamber.org/business-resources-for-coronavirus/  
FAIRFAX COUNTY INFORMATION:  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/covid19/information-businesses-impacted-coronavirus/  
VIRGINIA INFORMATION: www.virginia.gov/coronavirus-updates/  

To our doctors, nurses, EMTs and all the  
heroes in the medical profession. Thank you to 

our frontline businesses working long hours 
stocking shelves, cashiering, bagging and  
cleaning. Thank you to our government  

officials and leaders who are making decisions to 
keep us safe. We appreciate all of you! 

 

To champion business and build community  
in partnership with our members. 
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To our doctors, nurses, EMTs 
and all the heroes in the med-
ical profession. Thank you to 

our frontline businesses work-
ing long hours stocking shelves, 

cashiering, bagging and cleaning. 
Thank you to our government 
officials and leaders who are 

making decisions to keep us safe. 
We appreciate all of you!

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, 
Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Delivery and curbside pick 
up and contactless pay.
See winegallery108.com for  
hours & updates.

We have ‘grab and go’ 
grocery items too!

to timing. 
“Early on … we were all 

using Zoom differently, like 
our church and our gyms. 
We were not paying this 
close attention to the securi-
ty features,” Hoover said. “…
We had such limited time to 
prepare for this huge tran-
sition. Ideally, you would’ve 
done [staff training on Zoom] 
before, but time was not our 
friend on this.”

There have been no more 
Zoom-related incidents since 
ACPS’ spring break – the 
week of April 6 – Hoover said, 
largely because ACPS has in-
creased its internal security 
and trained its staff in how to 
safely use the platform. Zoom 
has also updated some of its 
security features in recent 
weeks. Now, all meetings re-
quire a password to enter, and 
participants must be approved 
by the host.

Although ACPS has had 
no further Zoom-related in-
cidents, a school division 
that is operated remotely and 
mediated by technology is 
fertile ground for cybersecu-
rity threats.

“Sometimes our users are 
our biggest security risks, us-
ers with bad intentions. Not 
always, but any online plat-
form inherently has some 
risks and you have to miti-
gate against them,” Hoover 
said. “… Cybersecurity is al-
ways an ongoing issue and 
one of our biggest challeng-
es right now is just fishing 
scams, people taking advan-
tage of people.”

ACPS staff is implement-
ing more internal controls 
and setting up additional 

training to increase security, 
Hoover said at the April 24 
school board meeting.

When it comes to technol-
ogy in ACPS, security isn’t 
the only challenge. Some-
times accessing the Zoom 
meeting – and the internet 
– is a barrier in and of itself. 
Between 10 and 15 percent 
of ACPS students don’t have 
internet access, Hoover said.

Since an internet con-
nection is now integral to 
taking part in an ACPS ed-
ucation, staff began distrib-
uting Kajeet hotspots to 650 
households identified as in 
need. ACPS is still waiting 
for another shipment of 700 
hotspots to reach students, 
but by the end of the week, 
more than 1,200 students in 
grades three through 12 will 
have access to the hotspots, 
Hoover said.

ACPS technology staff can 
allocate different amounts of 
data for each hotspot based 
on need, and the hotspots 
come with the same educa-
tion content filters that stu-
dents would have if they were 
using a device in school.

Hotspots are ACPS’ first 
strategy for providing inter-
net access to those in need. 
The school division is also 
actively exploring other 
strategies as well, including 
more powerful routers and 
long term, sustainable in-
frastructure for apartment 
buildings in neighborhoods 
like Arlandria and the West 
End with high concentra-
tions of students in need.

“The second thing that 
we’re trying to do right now 
– we’re still working it out, so 
I don’t want to say it’s done – 
is, in high density neighbor-

hoods of need, putting some 
larger routers out to provide 
access to buildings or apart-
ment buildings,” Hoover said.

ACPS is also working to 
expand access to Chrome-
books to all students in 
grades three through 12, 
about 11,000 students, 
Hoover said. The school di-

vision has had a one-to-one 
policy – one laptop per stu-
dent – for students in grades 
six through 12 since 2004. 
Since the school closure, 
the division decided to ex-
pand Chromebook access 
to students in grades three 
through five. 

“We’ve been doing a one-

to-one for over 15 years. … 
You can’t spin this up over-
night – I could write a book 
about what not to do – and 
as a result of that, we have 
learned from our lessons. 
I think that’s one reason 
why we’re in a good place,” 
Hoover said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Wear a mask. Save a life. 

Business mask pledge

Name these masked Alexandrians 

We are offering local businesses the chance 
to publicly state that they will require their 
employees to wear face masks while at work 
through June 10 or the conclusion of Gov. 
Ralph Northam’s stay at home order. Email 
mschrott@alextimes.com to take the pledge.
The following establishments have taken the pledge:

Alexandria Cupcake
Balducci's 
Bastille Brasserie & Bar
Chadwicks
Extra Perks
Fontaine Caffe 
Greenstreet Gardens
Kaizen Tavern
Kilwins
Landini Brothers
Lena's
Maribeth's Bakery
Mia's 
Old Town Ace Hardware
Port City Brewing
R&B
Sonoma Cellar
The Majestic at Mia’s
The Old Town Shop
Whole Dogz
Wine Gallery 108

1022 King St.
600 Franklin St.
606 N. Fayette St.
203 Strand St.
822 N Fairfax St.
119 S. Royal St.
1721 W. Braddock Rd.
1909 Mt. Vernon Ave.
212 King St.
115 King St.
401 E. Braddock Rd.
3103 Colvin St.
100 King St.
809 S. Washington St.
3950 Wheeler Ave.
1710 Mt. Vernon Ave.
207 King St.
100 King St.
105 S. Union St.
4748 Eisenhower Ave.
108 N. Patrick St.

To encourage residents 
to wear cloth face masks in 
public, the Alexandria Times 
is running a competition. 
Each week for the next sev-
eral weeks, we will publish a 
photo spread of well-known 
Alexandrians wearing face 
masks. The readers who are 
able to identify the most 
mask-wearers will win local 
restaurant gift cards. 

This week, we’ve includ-
ed eight photos. To enter the 
competition, email your best 
guesses to mschrott@alex-

times.com. It’s okay if you 
can’t identify all eight peo-
ple. The person to accurately 
identify the most mask-wear-
ers will win a $50 gift card to 
Fontaine Caffe & Creperie. 
Happy guessing! 

Last week's winner is 
Frank Fannon, who correct-
ly identified the masked Al-
exandrians in all six photos 
published. The Alexandrians 
were: Ben Fiore-Walker, Car-
ter Flemming, Trae Lamond, 
Kathleen McNutt, Jen Walker 
and Justin Wilson.
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TimesLivinq
BY RICHARD ROEPER

Frank Tassone was the 
closest thing to a rock star 
you'll ever see in the field of 
school administration.

As the superintendent for 
New York's Roslyn School 
District in the 1990s and 
early 2000s, Tassone was a 
commanding, charismat-
ic figure who always wore 
well-tailored suits, tooled 
about in a Mercedes, knew 
the names of nearly every 
teacher, parent and student 
and basked in the adoration 
of the community. They 
worshipped Tassone because 
he spearheaded the district's 
ascent to becoming ranked 
the fourth best public school 
system in the country.

Only a few problems. 
As budget requests soared, 
school structures remained 
in disrepair. The roof leaked 
– in multiple places. Some of 
the contracting firms billing 
the district for hundreds of 
thousands of dollars seemed 
... shady. And while Frank 
played the part of the griev-
ing widower, he was actually 
living a double life.

Wait. Make that a triple 
life.

The surreal story of the 
Roslyn School District em-
bezzlement scandal caused 
a media sensation nearly 20 
years ago, and it's now the 
focus of "Bad Education," 
a darkly funny and clever-

ly conceived HBO original 
movie. Based on a screenplay 
by Mike Makowsky, a Ros-
lyn middle school student in 
the mid-2000s, and directed 
with a keen attention to de-
tail and pacing by Cory Fin-
ley, this is a stylized take on 
real-life events, in the vein of 
"American Hustle,” "The Big 
Short" and "I, Tonya."

Hugh Jackman adds a 
sparkling entry to his re-
sume with his performance 
as the preening, charming, 

narcissistic Tassone, who 
for all his faults and dou-
ble-dealings seems to ac-
tually care about inspiring 
teachers and students to 
new heights. Allison Janney 
turns in Emmy-level work as 
Tassone's second-in-com-
mand, one Pam Gluckin, 
who is like walking sandpa-
per compared to Tassone's 
silky smooth style.

Overcoming an intrusive 
and unnecessarily cutesy 
score, "Bad Education" lays 

out the seriocomic events in 
entertaining fashion. Tas-
sone takes the Concorde on 
an overseas trip, jets off to 
Vegas, runs up dry-cleaning 
bills on his tailored suits and 
even gets a little nip-tuck 
plastic surgery to keep his 
appearance fresh. Gluckin 
hosts parties at her lav-
ish waterfront home in the 
Hamptons. Nobody seems to 
care or question how these 
two can be enjoying such ex-
travagant lifestyles on glori-

fied teachers' salaries. No-
body questions why the roof 
keeps leaking despite all 
those huge budget requests 
for repairs. What really mat-
ters is the Roslyn School 
District is ranked fourth in 
the entire nation.

Things start to unravel 
when Gluckin puts her idiot 
son in charge of remodel-
ing her home, and he runs 
up enormous bills at home 
improvement stores while 
using a school district cred-
it card. Meanwhile, an in-
dustrious student journalist 
(Geraldine Viswanathan) 
is pounding the pavement 
and diving deep into pub-
lic receipts and records in-
dicating a clear pattern of 
corruption.

Ray Romano turns in 
another stellar post-sitcom 
performance as the school 
board president who can't 
get a handle on the breath-
taking scope of the corrup-
tion that happened under 
his watch and makes all 
the wrong moves in trying 
to stem the tide. Still, we 
share his frustration with 
Tassone, who to the very 
end has a way of turning 
things around and making 
it seem like he is somehow 
the real victim. Jackman 
does a magnificent job of 
portraying a man who has 
been lying so long on so 
many fronts, even he isn't 
sure of the truth any longer.

‘Bad Education’ spins seriocomic gold 
out of a ripped-from-the-headlines story

ARTS

PHOTO/HBO
Hugh Jackman and Allison Janney in "Bad Education."
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BY ALEXANDRIA LINDSTROM

Finding the perfect home 
is always a journey, one that 
often takes a seemingly end-
less stream of home tours, 
open houses and appoint-
ments with brokers and real 
estate agents. 

Real estate agents have 
been increasingly using 
online tools, such as virtu-
al tours that allow users to 
navigate through rooms, and 
photography that shows a 
home at its best. While buy-
ers are no longer able to visit 
houses in person because of 
the novel coronavirus, web-
based marketing has never 
been more important.

Though we now find our-
selves in a different world, 
we still – more than ever – 
need a place to call home. In 
the midst of this worldwide 

pandemic, people have be-
come increasingly reliant on 
the internet, ordering ev-
erything from food to cars 
online. Realtors throughout 
the country have redoubled 
their efforts to market homes 
online, working harder than 
ever to share with potential 
buyers everything they need 
to know about a house. 

“In addition to the types 
of listings we’ve had online 
in the past, agents have be-
gun working with clients re-
motely by going to the prop-
erty and filming the spaces 
with their cellphones to do 
an interactive, one-on-one 
walk-through with the cli-
ent in which they’re able to 
answer whatever questions 
might arise, from which 
lights various light switches 
turn on to which direction 
the doors in a room swing,” 

McEnearney Associates Re-
altor Kristen Jones said. 

“We answer the detailed 
questions that our clients 
have,” Jones continued. 
“[We] give them real-time 
ability to ask whatever they 
feel the need to and give 
them focused information 
on things like the age of ap-
pliances or major systems 
and whatever renovations 
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Braving the real estate  
market during the pandemic

400 S. Washington Street, 
Alex., Va.  22314

703-408-1152
dmurphy@ttrsir.com

Diane G. Murphy, Ph.D.
Associate Broker 
Licensed in VA, DC & Maryland
TTR  | Sotheby's International Realty

Let years of experience and dedicated service help you buy 
or sell a first home, a move-up purchase or a downsizing 

decision. Let experience, exceptional service and 
expertise help you make the best decision!

Danny Smith, Realtor
dsmith@ttrsir.com
703.505.7845

"I believe that man will not merely  

endure: he will prevail.  He is immortal ... 

because he has a soul, a spirit capable of 

compassion and sacrifice and endurance." 

                  – William Faulker

Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

REAL 
TALK

KRISTEN  
JONES
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This condo makes the 
perfect pied-a-terre, high-
lighted by panoramic views 
of the Potomac River and 
Belle Haven. 

The spacious residence 
has designer touches, a re-
modeled kitchen with white 
cabinetry and granite, an 

upgraded bath, a living 
room with a wood-burning 
fireplace, a formal dining 
room and a solarium. 

There are marble floors 
in the entry hall, tile in the 
solarium and carpet in the 
bedroom. One garage space 
is included in the price. 

The condominium build-
ing offers many amenities, 
including security, a 24-
hour concierge, landscaped 
grounds and gardens, exer-
cise and grand party rooms, 
a pier/kayak dock, an out-
door pool, tennis courts and 
limo service.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Waterfront living in Porto Vecchio

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Address: 1250 

Washington St.

Unit number: 608 

For sale: $515,000

For rent: $2,700

Condo fee: $935

Beds: 1 

Bath: 1 

Square feet: 1,208

Parking: Dedicated 

garage space 

Contact: Mary Taylor: 

703-785-5619

Pat Tierney: 703-850-5630

AT A GLANCE

or repairs might have been 
made and when.”

Naturally, quality visuals 
are a must. 

“Professional photog-
raphy is essential, period,” 
Jones said. “Many photog-
raphers are also working 
with agents by offering vir-
tual tours so that viewers 
can click on various spaces. 
We aim to provide innova-
tive virtual tour options to 
our clients to provide an 
exceptional online home 
buying experience that gets 
them as close to the real-life 
tours as possible.”

Equally important to the 
process is staging. 

“Staging has always been 
crucial in selling homes, but 
it is especially important 
during this time, when peo-
ple are browsing through 
photos and virtual tours 
online,” Jones said. “It’s a 
great visual for buyers to be 
able to look online at these 
staged homes and be able 
to envision their own furni-
ture in the space.”

While social distancing 
has temporarily shut down 
marketing campaigns like 
open houses, Jones keeps her 
clients safe during the pro-
cess of a home search by of-
fering masks, gloves and anti-
bacterial wipes during tours. 

“Safety is our num-
ber-one priority,” Jones 

said. “I have shown many 
houses during the pandem-
ic, and it can be done very 
safely. We keep our distance 
inside the home, and every-
one just has to exercise cau-
tion and common sense.” 

For those clients wishing 

to exercise greater caution, 
Jones also offers virtual tours 
by appointment.

Interestingly enough, 
Jones believes that the cur-
rent circumstances of the 
pandemic will have a positive 
impact on the housing mar-

ket in the future. 
“People have begun truly 

living in their homes and com-
ing to unexpected realizations 
about how their living spaces 
actually work for them,” Jones 
said. “I believe that people 
will recognize their need for 
a smaller house or a bigger 
house or a house with a yard 
or a home with only one level.” 

“Many people who live 
farther out will also realize 
that they want to live closer 
into town, in areas that are 
walkable, especially now,” 
Jones said. “I think we’re in 
for a real surge for houses 
coming on the market and 
people wanting to change 
their living situations after 
this is all over.”
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PHOTOS/CHRIS PILLAR
Left: This home offers unobstructed views of the Potomac River.
Middle: Enjoy the renovated kitchen.
Right: Limo service is available for all residents.

REAL TALK

“Professional photography 
is essential, period. Many 

photographers are also working 
with agents by offering virtual 
tours so that viewers can 
click on various spaces.”

– Kristen Jones,
realtor, McEnearney Associates
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To the editor: 
The goal of the suppression strate-

gies toward the pandemic throughout 
the United States is to ensure that the 
healthcare system does not become so 
overwhelmed with gravely ill patients it 
results in needless death. Since there is 
no vaccine for the novel coronavirus, we 
face a situation where everyone is at risk 
until scientists either develop one or herd 
immunity occurs naturally. Either way, 
it’s going to take time.

But the risks from COVID-19 vary. 
Some people face substantial risk, in-
cluding death, while others face signifi-
cantly less risk. Some have already had 
the disease and I believe face no further 
risk. Nevertheless, our governments have 
largely adopted an aggressive, risk-averse 
strategy for everyone, squelching all 
“non-essential” activity. Even with the 
best of intentions, this policy imposes 
collateral damage. Many people face sig-
nificant hardship. Some even face death. 

In a nation of 328 million people and 
as many differing contexts, we have a 
right to demand freedom and flexibil-
ity. Government ought to use its quar-

antine powers to protect the vulnerable 
while also protecting the rights of oth-
ers to function as they must. The recent 
Michigan protests, for example, were a 
pushback against Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer’s draconian and overly aggressive 
suppression strategy. 

Some people object to such push-
backs. I do not. I’d protect the freedom 
of people to assess their risk and act ac-
cordingly. The right to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness does not evap-
orate in a pandemic. 

Let’s remember, it didn’t take an edict 
for professional sports leagues to cancel 
their seasons or other businesses to take 
action to protect against the spread of the 
coronavirus. My family sheltered down 
well before we were ordered to, along with 
millions of others. Not everyone is a fool, 
and whatever government orders, actual 
fools aren’t going to suddenly disappear. 

By our own judgement, my family and 
I choose to remain in isolation. I don’t be-
grudge the freedom of anyone who con-
cludes otherwise.

-Nicholas P. Provenzo,
Alexandria

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

April 2020 will be remembered as the month America was almost 
fully shut in and shut down. 

States began closing in mid-March: School systems, colleges and 
non-essential businesses shuttered, while stay at home orders began 
taking effect. As the calendar flips to May on Friday, a few states are 
starting to lift some of those restrictions.

When April began, the media was awash with projections saying the 
death rate from COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus, 
could approach a quarter million people. As the month draws to a close, 
the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, the source of many of 
those projections, now estimates just under 73,000 COVID-19 deaths in 
the U.S. by Aug. 4, with a range between roughly 60,000 and 120,000.

While significantly less alarming, 73,000 is still a lot of people. 
That’s a lot of grieving families. That’s a lot of communities – like 
Alexandria – that have lost beloved residents.

We are now reaching a point where difficult decisions have to be 
made, weighing the short-term physical health of residents against 
our economic health. We as a community and as a country can’t allow 
this decision to be seen as a zero-sum equation, because both factors 
have to play a role in easing the shutdown, and both key elements are 
multi-faceted.

We need to all strive to ensure that ending the shutdown doesn’t 
become simply another political weapon used to bludgeon those 
with whom we disagree for partisan gain in an election year.

Unfortunately, the polling trends on this topic are not encourag-
ing. A mid-April Gallup Poll showed that almost three times as many 
Democrats thought the coronavirus situation was getting worse as 
thought it was getting better. Republicans were even more adamant 
in the opposite direction.

Interestingly, political independents were exactly evenly split, 
with 39 percent thinking both that the virus situation was getting 
better and worse. 

It appears that to date we may have been relying too much in our 
decision-making on mathematical modeling, which the IHME uses, 
and not enough on actual data.

In a Wall Street Journal interview last weekend, Stanford profes-
sor/doctor/scientist John Ioannidis talked about an article he wrote in 
March that argued COVID-19 is far less deadly than modelers were as-
suming. He used data from the Diamond Princess cruise ship, on which 
nine of 700 infected passengers and crew members died – a fatality rate 
in line with that of seasonal flu – as a basis for his argument.

Ioannidis may or may not be correct, but the key point of the ar-
ticle – that there are biases in science and a wide range of opinions 
on most scientific topics – means that “making decisions based on 
science,” as many political leaders are now saying, isn’t going to nec-
essarily lead to one clear course of action.

Available data about Alexandria’s COVID-19 numbers are similar-
ly confusing. As of Wednesday, there have been 700 diagnosed cases 
of COVID-19 in Alexandria. That’s a cumulative number, meaning 
that’s the number of people who have tested positive to date. Since 
Alexandria’s first case was diagnosed on March 11, it’s safe to assume 
that a significant number of those 700 people have recovered.

Furthermore, given that some projections indicate up to 80 percent 
of those with COVID-19 may have no or mild symptoms and thus never 
get tested, that 700 number in all likelihood wildly understates the true 
number of Alexandrians who have had the disease. The accuracy of the 
tests themselves have also been questioned. Some articles have indicat-

That bedeviling COVID-19 data

We have rights even in a pandemic

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do 
not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

SEE OUR VIEW | 19
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To the editor: 
As director of both the U.S. 

Army Geospatial Center and 
Engineer Research and Devel-
opment Center’s Geospatial Re-
search Laboratory of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, I have 
witnessed teamwork strengthen 
engineers to have the grit to solve 
daunting military problems. 

We are similarly battling with-
in our community against an un-
familiar opponent: the novel coro-
navirus. We are working, helping 
one another and fighting this 
fight together. We have moved 
from relying on our own circle of 
colleagues to a dependency on the 
clerk at the grocery store, the mail 
carrier and the health care worker 
on the front lines.

I have grown accustomed 
during my nearly 20 years in the 
Army Senior Executive Service to 
seeing men and women in uni-
form strive to protect us. First 
responders run to lead us. I am 
writing because I’m reminded 
that the uncommon heroes in na-
tional news are a reflection of an 
outpouring of community service 
right here in Alexandria. 

It's one thing to volunteer to 
serve your country and find your-
self in the throes of danger. It is 
not what you sign up for when 
you volunteer to serve in a clinic, 
and here we are. I extend heart-
felt gratitude to every health care 
professional, food service worker, 
waste management professional 
and any other small-town hero 
who has been ushered to the fore-
front of this pandemic. 

To our educators, the Alexan-

dria City Public Schools slogan 
“Every Student Succeeds” reso-
nates because of them. They pre-
pared for this eventuality before 
they could imagine the magni-
tude. It has been because of their 
ingenuity in setting up long-term 
online learning that our city’s 
students continue to thrive.  

As we follow Virginia Gov. 
Ralph Northam’s order to stay 
home except for essential trips, 
as we social distance, wash our 
hands and mask our faces in pub-
lic, I am confident the days ahead 
will get brighter and the number 
of cases fewer. 

I, as well as the profession-
als of the Army Geospatial Cen-
ter and the Geospatial Research 
Laboratory, are grateful to be a 
part of this community. I'm proud 
of my team for providing map-
ping expertise to the U.S. Army’s 
COVID-19 response. It is because 
of their continuous effort to dis-
cover, develop and deliver better 
solutions to the nation’s challeng-
es that we remain a leader in loca-
tion data.

This challenge before us is not 
conventional. Our opponent has 
moved in quickly with a lethal 
strike to our way of life. Our in-
stinct has been to draw closer. We 
are that team of teams I have read 
about in military tactics – a high-
ly disciplined machine propelling 
forward. 

Our commitment to serve 
each other in this great city will 
strengthen us with the grit to 
prevail.

-Gary Blohm, 
Alexandria

To the editor: 
While Amazon booms, our neigh-

bors are in danger of going bust. Many 
hard-working Alexandria residents find 
themselves with no income and have no 
way to pay rent.

Your quote from Southern Towers 
residents in the April 20 Alexandria 
Times story, “Tenants protest local 
apartment complex for charging rent,” 
spoke for many others in Alexandria: 
“We are airport workers, drivers, hotel 
workers, cooks, baristas, servers and 
cleaners – all have been home without 
income since the beginning of the pan-
demic in this region.” 

How can the City of Alexandria pro-
tect renters during this time?  Our city 
leaders must act now:

1) Regarding low-income renters who 
are unable to pay private landlords ei-
ther full or partial rent due to sudden 

COVID-related layoffs, city council must 
pass a formal resolution affirming:

a) Renters’ rights to remain in their 
current housing during the pandemic 
despite their inability to pay partial or 
full rent at this time; 

b) Renters’ rights to protection from 
accumulating late-payment and other 
penalty fees.

2) Regarding renters in properties 
publicly owned or financed, the terms 
of rent accommodations must be made 
public. What are time limits on forgive-
ness? Is rent rolled over or forgiven? How 
is this information made public?

We are fortunate to have honest, 
hard-working, responsive city govern-
ment offices. Let’s support them as they 
step up to protect vulnerable Alexan-
dria renters.

-Gillie Campbell,
Grassroots Alexandria

One team, one fight, 
many hometown heroes

City must protect renters

My View | Patricia Washington

Each year, during the first week of 
May, we celebrate National Travel and 
Tourism Week, a time to reflect on the 
value travel holds for our economy, 
businesses and personal wellbeing. 
Never has there been a year in which 
we are more grateful for this import-
ant sector of our economy.

This unprecedented global 
pandemic has brought unfath-
omable challenges. Though 
the timing of recovery is un-
known, we know that the spirit 
of travel – the desire to expand 
our worldview by stepping out-
side of our neighborhood, our 
state and our country – will 
remain. 

The travel sector is a vital 
part of Alexandria’s economy. 
During this week, we extend our appre-
ciation to the stars of hospitality who 
make Alexandria a top-rated destina-
tion. Because of the novel coronavirus, 
many businesses have been forced to 
close. Restaurants and retailers have 
adapted with creative offerings and a 
determination to forge ahead. Many of 
our frontline hospitality workers have 
been furloughed and are facing finan-
cial hardships alongside millions of 
other Americans. 

This week let’s support Alexandria’s 
small businesses, businesses whose 
existence, entrepreneurship and en-
ergy make Alexandria the outstand-
ing city it is. You can find more than 
200 ways to support local businesses 
and view special offers from restau-

rants, boutiques and more 
at ALXatHome.com. For 
those who are able, con-
sider donating to ACT for 
Alexandria’s COVID-19 
Response Fund, which 
supports tourism and hos-
pitality workers. 

While we wait for this 
public health crisis to end, 
I also invite you to reflect 
on the ways travel has en-
riched your life. Share a 

photo or a story with us on social me-
dia by using #SpiritofTravel and #vis-
itALX.

Let’s dream about a future when we 
are able to once again visit loved ones 
who live far away, create memories 
with our families as we enjoy annual 
traditions and discover new parts of 
the world and ourselves.

The writer is president & 
CEO of Visit Alexandria.  

Honoring the spirit of travel 

PATRICIA 
WASHINGTON

ed that as many as one in three 
tests may give false negatives.

A reasonable estimate, taking 
those two factors into account, 
would be in the range of 3,000 to 
5,000 total COVID-19 cases so far 
in Alexandria - but no one knows 
for sure.

And that’s the point: We really 

don’t know. What we have been 
treating as the gospel truth to 
date may have been based on er-
roneous premises.

So, we all need to go a bit eas-
ier on those who want to proceed 
differently – opening more quick-
ly or more slowly – than we prefer. 
We are all in this together, and no 
one has the market cornered on 
either knowledge or wisdom.

OUR VIEW FROM | 18
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BY BRENDA MITCHELL-POWELL, 

PH.D.

The opening of the Rob-
ert H. Robinson Library oc-
curred less than a year after 
the Aug. 21, 1939 Alexandria 
Library sit-in and less than 
four months after Judge Wil-
liam Pape Woolls’ ruling on 
the writ of mandamus filed 
by Samuel Wilbert Tucker on 
behalf of Sgt. George Wilson.

Acting as Wilson’s attor-
ney, Tucker had completed 
Wilson’s application for library 
privileges at the Alexandria Li-
brary. Judge Woolls ruled that 
if Wilson had completed the 
library application himself and 
provided proof of his residence 
in Alexandria, the Alexandria 
Library librarian would have 
been obliged to grant his re-
quest for a library card.

Woolls’ ruling shocked the 
Alexandria Library board of di-
rectors and city council mem-
bers who realized the decision 
would open the doors of the li-
brary to African American Al-
exandrians. In fact, within two 
days of the court ruling, two 
African Americans applied for 
library cards. Dorothy Pierce 
was the first applicant. 

The Alexandria Library 
board of directors and city 
council rushed to construct a 
separate-and-unequal branch 
library for the city’s African 
American citizens to cir-
cumvent integration of the 
whites-only Alexandria Li-
brary.

The name of the Robert 
H. Robinson Library was cho-
sen by city council to honor a 
Methodist minister and for-
merly enslaved man, who was 
the grandson of Caroline Bra-
nham, Martha Washington’s 
personal maid. Ward Brown, 
the architect for the structure, 
designed a one-room Colo-
nial-style brick building on 
the corner of Wythe and North 
Alfred streets.

The total cost for the 
new branch included $2,500 
for construction expenses, 
$750 for the purchase of the 
site, $1,941.50 for books and 
equipment and $1,750 for an-
nual operating costs – con-
siderably less than the cost 
to build, stock and maintain 
the city’s white library.

The Robert H. Robinson 
Library opened for patron in-
spection on April 23, 1940 and 
the next day patrons began 
registering for library cards. 
The first full-time librari-
an was Evelyn Roper Beam, 
a highly qualified African 

American woman with superb 
credentials. Nevertheless, she 
was paid only $720 per year. 
By contrast, Ellen Coolidge 
Burke, the white, part-time 
Alexandria Library Assistant 
Librarian and Cataloger was 
paid $1,940.00 per year. 

The first collection of 
books at the Robinson Li-
brary totaled approximately 
1,500 volumes, the majority of 
which were castoffs from the 
Alexandria Library or donat-
ed, used books. Few new books 
were purchased for the library. 
Robinson Library patrons also 
had borrowing privileges from 
the Alexandria Library, but 
their selections had to be re-
trieved for them and returned 
to the main library by Beam 
because they were not allowed 
into the library to acquire the 
books themselves. To serve 
their research needs, they 
could borrow reference books 
overnight, but these, too, had 
to be retrieved and returned 
by Beam.

The majority of Robinson 

Library patrons were elemen-
tary school and high school 
students who used the library’s 
resources to complete their 
schoolwork. Adults, however, 
were also library cardholders. 
In addition to assisting with 
class assignments, the Robin-
son Library offered story hours 
and activities for children. 
Adults participated in a read-
ing club and also used the li-
brary for community meetings 
and social events.

The Robinson Library 
continued to serve the needs 
of African American Alexan-
drians, despite overcrowded 
conditions, until February 
1959 when the Alexandria Li-
brary quietly integrated for 
African American adults and 
high school students. Chil-
dren continued to be served 
by the Robinson Library until 
July 1962 when the Alexandria 
Library was fully integrated.

From 1962 until 1969, the 
Robinson Library served as 
the city’s Bookmobile Sta-
tion. In 1983, the facility that 
previously functioned as the 
Robinson Library became the 
Alexandria Black History Re-
source Center. Beginning in 
1984, the Center underwent 
a renovation that lasted until 
1989. In 2004, the Black His-
tory Resource Center was re-
named the Alexandria Black 
History Museum.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
Have you been tested for COVID-19?

A) Yes, I tested positive. 
B) Yes, I tested negative. 
C) Yes, I am awaiting my results.
D) No. 
E) I tried to get tested but didn't meet criteria.

Last Week 
Which answer best reflects how you're handling the 
coronavirus and stay-at-home order psychologically?
39% I'm not happy but am finding small blessings in this 
extra time.
26% I love the slower pace of life. 
19% I'm going stir-crazy being stuck at home. 
16% I'm very anxious about getting the virus.

The Robert H. Robinson Library

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA 
Exterior of Robert H. Robinson Library.
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Weekly Words

OFF-SCREEN by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Caravan animal
6. Poorly thought-out
10. Sized up for a heist
15. Reporter's concern
19. Like Pilates instructors
20. Up to the task
21. One in a cast
22. Org. with many volunteer 

attorneys
23. Dognapper's outfit?
25. Picture holder made in Bangor?
27. Horned herbivore
28. Kiss-and-tell book, perhaps
30. Iowa senator Joni
31. China setting?
34. Personal shopper's concern
37. Tiny lie
40. Ship in Battleship, informally
41. Banks of fashion
44. 1988 film featuring a savant
48. Slip up
49. Spiteful wild cat?
52. Guadalajara gold
53. Rock's ___ Speedwagon
54. Cloudfoam sneaker brand
55. Quivered
56. "Conan" network
57. Sadat in Egyptian history
59. Walker, on road signs
60. Draft holder

61. Lake west of Carson City
63. Mann of "The Other Woman"
65. Not imaginary
67. Bounces back
69. List-shortening abbr.
70. Not disrupt
72. ___ down vote (Congress 

action)
73. Irrational suspicion
76. Start from scratch with
77. Cherokee and Cree
80. Ghana's capital
81. Toys may hang over them
83. "The Matrix" hero
86. Photoshop seller
87. Article in some rap album 

names
88. Lizard with sticky feet
89. Lead pipe, e.g., in Clue
91. Pear problem
92. Platform for Memojis
93. Tail swipe from a sturgeon, say?
95. Tolkien tree being
96. "How fancy!"
98. Doe or fawn
99. Redd's Apple ___
100. Food coloring, for one
101. Blown away
103. "I have nothing more to say"
107. Reporter's concern
110. Poughkeepsie college
113. Necessary items

116. Harbor city where lots of 
grain is exported?

119. Googling "Dragnet" star Jack, 
e.g.?

123. Soon, poetically
124. Longtime journalist Roberts
125. Baby seat, at times
126. Anticipate with trepidation
127. Silent assents
128. Night vision?
129. Performed like Billie Eilish
130. Greyhound's growl

DOWN
1. Tesla Model 3, e.g.
2. Thickener used in Asian desserts
3. Ho Chi ___ City
4. Borden's spokescow
5. Lewis with the hit "Bleeding Love"
6. Like ceviche or poke
7. Homer's dad
8. Shuts with force
9. Finder's words
10. Hunting garb, briefly
11. Berry that may improve brain 

function
12. Tends to marinara sauce
13. Long, long time
14. Rap great Mac ___
15. Devoid of vegetation
16. Words of confidence
17. Charitable gifts

18. Fat in mincemeat
24. Israeli intelligence agency
26. Oscar's roommate in "The Odd 

Couple"
29. BLT condiment
32. Dutch bloom
33. Put up with
35. "Have a sample!"
36. Tug hard
37. Wild
38. Goddess of peace
39. Window shopper's money?
42. Stole cattle
43. Arthur of tennis fame
45. Instagram caption for a yawn-

ing parent picture?
46. Shady retreat
47. Battery-free smoke detectors
49. ___ Trench
50. Core group
51. French wine valley
58. Communion site
60. Keeps for later
61. Highest level
62. Steer clear of
64. "Strange Magic" rock grp.
66. Anvil or hammer, anatomically
68. Director's shout
70. Wood used to make ships
71. Lisa of "Enemy of the State"
73. Barbecue spot
74. Sound from Sneezy

75. Device for Arctic anglers
78. Black piano key material
79. Seven, in Rome
82. "Just joking!"
84. Bother greatly
85. Milky gemstones
88. Arizona river
89. Bellicose sorts
90. Current venues?
93. Big name in orange soda
94. Understands
97. Sheets and such
102. Summon forth
104. Curling venue
105. West Yorkshire's largest city
106. Come to know
107. Read over quickly
108. Comedian Jay
109. Slugger with 2,086 career 

RBIs
111. Opera solo
112. Flower support
114. De Matteo of "Sons of 

Anarchy"
115. Sword fight mark
117. PC monitor type
118. "___ favor"
120. Jerry's ice cream partner
121. Hold out a paw, say
122. "Good" cholesterol initials

MARTHA ARAMAYO (76), of Alexandria, April 18, 2020

IRENE CORTÉS-SÁEZ (87), of Alexandria, April 7, 2020

MICHELE C. DUDLEY (53), of Alexandria, April 20, 2020

EDITH LANDSDOWNE-STEPHENS (85), of Alexandria, 

April 16, 2020

FRED G. PARKER, of Alexandria, April 26, 2020

RODEL SALVADO (62), of Alexandria, April 19, 2020

ERIKA VOGEL (80), of Alexandria, April 17, 2020

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

FARMS/LIVESTOCK
Live Fish for Ponds-Lakes.
Plants, Lilies, 32 Species 
Available. Free Catalog. 
Delivery or Pick-Up. Zetts 
Fish Hatchery, 878 Hatchery 
Road, Inwood, WV 25428 
(304) 229-3654. www.
zettsfishhatchery.com.

G&E Virginia Premium 
Assured Heifer/Cow Sale.
May 2nd, 2020 12:00 noon. 
G&E Test Center Gretna, VA. 
Call George Winn at 434-
489-4458.

HELP WANTED/
DRIVER

Need CDL Drivers? Advertise 
your JOB OPENINGS statewide 
or in other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
to reach truck drivers. Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

“Veteran Telecommute: 
20Mbit Internet with $10K 
AirBnB income. 399K 
VA-loan buys 6A, 2Houses 
& Views in 24101 near 
Roanoke & SML. SEE tinyurl.
com/7638-video and pics 
www.willowrocks.net CALL: 

540-650-0714”

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Dr. James Aria is retiring 
from the practice of medicine 
effective June 1, 2020 due to 
being in a high-risk age group 
for coronavirus. The office 
location and phone lines will 
be open for the foreseeable 
future and patients 
can contact the same 
number 703-461-7500 for 
information. Many thanks to 
my patients and colleagues 
and I wish them best health 
and happiness in the future. 
James Aria MD

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Classifieds

To place a classified ad, call Margaret Stevens at 
703-739-0001

Subscribe to 
Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get 
your news delivered 
to your email 
Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-
e-edition

Want to get 
your news 

a day before 
everyone else?



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  APRIL 30, 2020 | 23 

testing can also help decrease 
the amount of personal pro-
tective equipment, most of 
which is one-time use, that 
needs to be used, Sinha said. 

“If I go to one house, I 
have to wear all the PPE and 
theoretically PPE is not sup-
posed to be reused … so it 
really helps conserve PPE, 
but, most importantly, it 
limits exposure both ways,” 
Sinha said.

In that way, vehicle-side 
testing can help organizations 
like Neighborhood Health 
conserve their vital, but limit-
ed, supply of PPE.

Inova’s expansion of its 
testing services and ability 
to now offer drive-through 
testing in Old Town came 
with some logistical chal-
lenges for the city, given the 
clinic's location.

“When Inova reached the 
point where they could do an-
other clinic, a fourth clinic, 
because their clinic is located 
on the corner of Washington 
Street in Old Town, it in-
troduced some traffic ques-
tions,” Fifer said. “And so, we, 
the city, provided support in 
the form of closing an HOV 
lane and putting up tempo-
rary signage and using cones 
to create a dedicated lane 
and making sure the police 
department was aware of the 
potential traffic patterns.”

Inova isn’t the only 
healthcare provider that’s 
offering vehicle-side testing 
in the city.

Neighborhood Health, 
a federally qualified health 
center that provides prima-
ry care services primarily to 
northern Virginia’s low in-
come, underinsured and un-
insured residents, has been 
providing vehicle-side test-
ing for its patients since April 
2. Testing is still by appoint-
ment only, but for patients 
that are low income and un-
insured, testing at Neighbor-
hood Health is free.

Since most of Neighbor-
hood Health’s patients have 

had to continue work through 
the pandemic – since they 
literally can’t afford not to – 
they are less likely to social 
distance and more suscepti-
ble to the virus.

Of the 500 people Neigh-
borhood Health has test-
ed, more than 50 percent 
have come back positive for 
COVID-19. That’s signifi-
cantly higher than the posi-
tive result rate for Northern 
Virginia – about 24 percent 
– and Virginia as a whole – 
about 16 percent, Khan said.

Neighborhood Health 
has been increasing its ve-
hicle-side testing services 
at four clinics since April 2. 
The organization hopes to 
hit 200 drive-through tests 
per week, Khan said. It is also 
offering walk up testing for 
patients that don’t have cars.

“A lot of people don’t own 
cars, so obviously we’re not 
going to turn them away. At 
least two of our sites we have 
it set up where they can walk 
up. They still have to make 
an appointment, so that’s all 
the same,” Khan said.

Between in-clinic and ve-
hicle-side testing at private 
doctors, Inova Alexandria 
and healthcare organizations 
for the uninsured like Neigh-
borhood Health, Alexandri-
ans have a variety of options 
for where and how they can 
get tested for COVID-19. 

“I think in order to really 
hit all the masses, you have 
to use different modalities, 
and I think drive-through 
testing cuts into that quite a 
bit,” Sinha said.

That will become more 
important as the city con-
tinues its fight to contain 
COVID-19v and as Gov. Ralph 
Northam begins to consider 
reopening the state.

“There’s all this talk 
about potentially reopening, 
and the reality is unless we 
ramp up testing significant-
ly, unless we ramp up contact 
tracing, it’s going to be really 
difficult to do that in a way 
that’s safe,” Khan said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

September 27, 1939 – April 17, 2020
Erika Vogel, a long-time 

resident of the Alexandria 
area, passed away on April 
17, 2020 at Silverado Memory 
Care in Alexandria, Virgin-
ia. She was born on Sept. 27, 
1939 in Hamburg, Germany 
to Herr and Frau Carl Mey-
er and Margaretha Vogel 
Meyer. Erika and her sisters, 
Rosemarie and Margret, 
were raised in the Baltic Sea 
town of Eckernforde. Erika 
graduated from the Universi-
ty of Gottingen, Germany, as 
a physical therapist.

Erika, her mother and 
her sisters immigrated to 
the United States in the ear-
ly 1960s. Erika, as a divorced 
mother, raised alone a won-
derful son named Matthias 
Vogel. His death at the age 
of 33 years and 11 months in 
October 2003 from leukemia 
was a devastating loss for 
her. Erika and Matthias had 
adopted her mother's maiden 
name Vogel.

Erika for many years was 
a highly respected, home-vis-
iting physical therapist in 
the Washington D.C. metro-
politan area. Her personality 
reflected honesty, empathy 
and lack of pretension. She 
loved working and spending 
time outdoors in nature. The 
Billy Goat Trail at Great Falls, 
Maryland was a special place 
for her, as was her garden. She 
was an independent soul who 
was exuberant about life.

Erika was a loving 
daughter, sister, mother and 
friend. She had a difficult 

but rewarding life and is 
loved and missed.

Erika is survived by 
her sister Margret Janello, 
Margret's husband Martin 
Janello, her nephew Eric 
Hochadel, his wife Claudia 
Hochadel, her grandnephew 
Rutger Hochadel, her cousin 
Christian Sueverkruep, his 
wife Claudia Sueverkruep, 
and many friends, includ-
ing Daniel Leubecker, Waldi 
Crawford, Stefan Crawford, 
Owen Keegan family, Da-
vid Deal, Bard Malovany, 
Marie Benoite, Meriweth-
er Rumrill family, Richard 
Locasso, Serge Liros, Dale 
Brown, Stacey Andrews, 
Sheryl Hudson, Eileen Dey-
mier, Steve O'Brien, Eileen 
O'Neil, Dick Christensen, 
Dieter Roesler, Jeane and 
Loren Larson, Erna Harris, 
Jane and Don Butler, Chris-
tine Gretschel Genner and 
Christa Malek Mohamadi, 
among others.
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Northern Virginia Fine 
Arts Association

The Athenaeum, home of 
the Northern Virginia Fine 
Arts Association, has post-
poned performances and 
events and closed its doors 
to the public through May. 
They are applying for vari-
ous loans and grants as they 
move forward in creating a 
budget and program for the 
2020-2021 year.

The new budget will be 
informed by the effects of the 
pandemic, NVFAA Executive 
Director Veronica Szalus said. 
The organization’s leadership 
are considering rethinking 
and adjusting rentals and 
fundraisers, reducing staff 
hours and moving more pro-
grams online.

On the bright side, NV-
FAA is calling for entries 

that chronicle the pandem-
ic and the artists’ emotions 
during this time. The sub-
missions will be featured in 
an exhibition later this year 
called “Moments in Time - 
A Very Weird Time,” which 
will be in lieu of NVFAA’s 
annual invitational. Staff 
hope the exhibit will show-
case a range of perspectives, 
from isolation and fear to 
optimism and renewed cre-
ative spirit, Szalus said.

More immediately, the 
Athenaeum is accepting 
“Doodles of These Times” 
– quick and informal visual 
representations of people’s 
experiences during the pan-
demic. All artists, whether 
professional or amateur, can 
submit doodles for the on-
line gallery, which is updat-
ed daily. Recent submissions 
include a woman’s sketch of 
her husband buzzing his own 

hair at home, a comic strip 
depicting the thoughts of a 
cat whose owner is now home 
all day and a drawing show-
ing life with and without 
COVID-19 from an 8-year-
old girl living in India.

“We just want to do what 
we can to be relevant, true 
to our mission as an arts or-
ganization, and take advan-
tage of our platform to serve 
the community in this time 
of need,” Szalus said in an 
email. “We really just want 
to show the breadth of expe-
riences during this unique 
situation and give people a 
creative outlet and place to 
share their visual thoughts.”

These are just a snapshot 
of the many nonprofits in 
Alexandria who are adapt-
ing in order to continue pro-
viding for the community 
during these difficult times. 

-landerson@alextimes.com  
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407 YALE DRIVE
FOR SALE $1,475,000

6 Beds | 4 Baths 

Let Lauren Bishop  
Open Doors for You

511 S. LEE STREET
FOR SALE $2,195,000

5 Beds | 3.55 Baths 

1007 VASSAR ROAD
JUST SOLD

5 Beds | 3.55 Baths

Old Town, Alexandria  Tel. 202.361.5079  I  LBishop@McEnearney.com  I  109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  I  Equal Housing Opportunity

209 S. LEE STREET
FOR SALE $4,300,000

5 Beds | 3.5 Baths 

Providing a Seamless Virtual Experience
It has become easier than ever to virtually tour a home. Visit LaurenBishopHomes.com to learn how 

Lauren can open doors for you without leaving the safety and comfort of your home.


