
Furloughed workers and 
small businesses in every 
sector look for financial relief
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

“It was kind of a shock,” Darline 
Buchanan, who works at a local fit-
ness center, said of the moment she 
learned she had been furloughed.

Employees across the country 
– from waiters in its many restau-

rants to fitness instructors like 
Buchanan – have experienced the 
shock of losing their jobs due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
resulting closure of nonessential 
businesses. As of May 7, 33.5 mil-
lion people across the country had 
filed initial unemployment claims.

As of the Times' print dead-
line, Alexandria residents had 
filed 10,609 initial unemployment 

claims, according to the Virginia 
Employment Commission. Initial 
claims began pouring in through-
out mid-March, climbing from 33 
the week of March 14 to 797 the 
week of March 21. 

The city’s number of initial un-
employment claims hit a peak the 
week of April 4 – 2,578 claims – be-

After conversations with local 
officials in five Northern Virginia 
jurisdictions, Gov. Ralph Northam 
(D-VA) has delayed the reopening 
of the region to midnight on May 
28, according to a news release.

Local officials and health direc-
tors in Alexandria, Arlington, Fair-

fax County, Loudoun County and 
Prince William County wrote an 
open letter to Northam on Sunday 
stating that the first phase of the 
governor’s plan to ease restrictions 
on Friday is far too soon in North-
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On May 7, the Del Ray Business 
Association moved First Thursdays, the 
neighborhood’s monthly summer street 

festivals, to Del Ray's front porches. 
Residents were encouraged to order 
carry out from local restaurants and 
show community spirit by decorating 

their houses, porches or sidewalks. The 
sidewalk art pictured above was awarded 

“Most Inspirational.” As part of the 
event, DRBA collected 1,030 cans of food 

for the Grace Church Food Pantry.

Businesses prepare, 
but prioritize safety 
over expedient easing 
of restrictions

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN
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PHOTO/JACK MAYER/OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
Gov. Ralph Northam (D-VA) at a coronavirus press briefing.
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Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599

Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com

Watch My Film: NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

Old Town Brokerage 400 South Washington Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314  |  +1 703 310 6800

©2020 Sotheby’s International Realty A�  liates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty A�  liates LLC.  Each O�  ce Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Modernity Meets History
Along the Potomac River
The Alexander at Robinson Landing
302 S Union Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

3 Bed  |  3.5 Bath  |  2-Car Garage |  Rooftop Deck  |  $1,920,000

This distinctive modern residence boasts an unsurpassed lifestyle of luxury and convenience in the heart 

of Old Town Alexandria. With abundant natural light, 10-foot ceilings and verdant tree views, this home 

o� ers an easy open � oor plan. The sleek, modern kitchen is adorned with a waterfall quartz island and 

breakfast bar, Snaidero cabinetry, Thermador and Bosch appliances, and a private balcony.  Upstairs are 

three bedroom suites, a lofted family room, and a rooftop deck with a wet bar and spectacular London-

like rooftop and steeple views. Amenities in the new luxury waterfront neighborhood of Robinson Landing 

include:  concierge service, ¢ tness center, yoga studio, bicycle shop, pet grooming spa, garage parking, 

resident’s lounge, 24-onsite sta� , as well as onsite restaurants, markets, parks, and river access

Available by appointment for private tours and live virtual tours.
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

VDH releases COVID-19 zip code data

Chamber announces  
40 Under 40 honorees

The Virginia Department 
of Health released data on 
COVID-19 cases based on zip 
codes, revealing the virus’ 
disproportionate impact on 
the city’s most vulnerable 
populations, according to a 
news release on May 7.

With additional context 
provided by the Alexandria 
Health Department, the 
data shows that the num-
ber of confirmed cases per 
1,000 residents varies dra-
matically based on zip code. 
This data represents point-
in-time data  that may have 
changed as testing has in-
creased. 

The 22301 zip code, which 
covers the majority of Poto-
mac West, had 35 confirmed 
cases, a 2.3 per 1,000 resi-
dents rate of infection and a 
12.4 percent positivity rate. 
Meanwhile, zip code 22305, 
which includes Arlandria, 
Chirilagua and the north-
ern part of Potomac Yard, 
had 317 confirmed cases, a 
rate of 19.7 cases per 1,000 
residents and a 55.4 percent 
positivity rate, making it the 
ninth highest in the state 
at the time. Zip code 22305 
also had the most tests per-
formed per 1,000 residents 
out of any Alexandria zip 
code, at a rate of 35.5.

Zip code 22304, which 
covers parts of Seminary 
Hill, Landmark/Van Dorn 
and Eisenhower West, had 
the second highest rate of 
confirmed cases, with 296, 
representing 5.5 confirmed 
cases per 1,000 residents and 
a 25.9 percent positivity rate.

The release notes that 
certain zip codes – 22311 
and 22312 – are shared be-
tween Alexandria and Fair-
fax County, making it diffi-
cult to calculate the number 
of Alexandrians tested and 
the number of confirmed 
cases for Alexandrians.

The data provides a clear-
er picture of how the virus 
has impacted the city’s most 
vulnerable populations, in-
cluding people of color and 
low economic status, more 
significantly than others, 
revealing preexisting di-
vides in access to health-
care, housing and economic 
opportunities.

“The zip codes with 
the highest rates of known 
COVID-19 cases in Alexan-
dria are also the zip codes 
with higher concentrations 
of poverty, lower education 
levels, and crowded hous-
ing conditions,” according 
to the release. “The popu-
lations living in some zip 

codes have historically ex-
perienced discriminatory 
policies and systems, result-
ing in inequitable access to 
healthcare, economic op-
portunities and affordable 

housing.”
In response, AHD has 

been working with commu-
nity leaders and activists 
in those areas of the city to 
spread awareness about the 

virus, how to reduce the risk 
of catching or spreading it 
and where to get tested and 
receive medical care, ac-
cording to the release.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

The Chamber ALX revealed 
its 2020 honorees for the orga-
nization’s annual 40 Under 40 
awards on May 8.

Established in 2016, the 
awards recognize 40 men and 
women under the age of 40 
who represent the best of the 
best in a variety of fields, from 
business and technology to 

public service and education. 
The 40 people selected will be 
honored at an awards recep-
tion on Oct. 29 at the United 
Way Worldwide Building, ac-
cording to the release.

Visit www.alextimes.
com/2020/05/40-under-40 for 
a list of this year’s honorees. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the news every week.  

Please show them your thanks by patronizing their businesses.
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Wear a mask.
Save a life.

You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new coronavirus by wearing 
a cloth facemask when you must go out in public. By wearing a mask, 
you help prevent community spread of the coronavirus and help 
protect the most vulnerable in our community.

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Nurse Nina Forbes, 56, 
died from COVID-19 
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Nina Forbes, 56, a nurse 
who worked at Silverado Al-
exandria, died from COVID-19 
on April 25, sparking questions 
about the memory care facili-
ty’s coronavirus response.

Silverado reported its first 
case of COVID-19 on April 12. 
Since then, the facility has 
reported that multiple resi-
dents have tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Silverado’s leadership has 
declined to publicly disclose 
how many residents have test-
ed positive, though Silverado 
Administrator Katie Hilburn 
wrote in an April 21 letter to 
families and friends, “… we 
will continue to presume that 
all residents at Silverado are 
positive given the endemic 
nature of this virus in North-

ern Virginia.”  The maximum 
patient capacity at Silverado 
Alexandria is 66, according to 
health.usnews.com.

Forbes’ daughters told NBC 
Washington that they believe 
their mother’s illness was 
caused by a lack of informa-
tion about the facility’s out-
break and a lack of proper pro-
tective equipment on the job.

One daughter said Forbes 
was concerned that there 
wasn’t enough PPE, while the 
other said she thought Silver-
ado “didn’t do a good job com-
municating that there were 
confirmed cases” or sharing 
information about protocols.

On May 6, the same day 
the NBC story aired, Silver-
ado sent a letter to its com-
munity addressing the news 
segment. The letter, signed 
by Hilburn, pushes back on 
Forbes’ family’s allegations.

Hilburn wrote that Sil-

verado staff have been using 
PPE, including hand sanitiz-
er and surgical face masks, 
since before the first sign of 
COVID-19 symptoms at the 
facility. Associates began 
wearing additional layers of 
protection, including KN95 
masks and face shields, after 
the first sign of symptoms, 
Hilburn wrote.

In response to the alle-
gations about a lack of com-
munication, Hilburn argued 
that Silverado has been 
transparent.

“I have done my best to be 
transparent and forthcoming 
in my communication with 
families as well as with many 
of our partners, sharing when 
we had a positive case, when 
we had multiple positive cases, 
and letting you know that we 
had experienced loss,” Hilburn 
wrote. “We are doing our very 
best to update everyone in a 

timely manner while also pro-
tecting resident privacy, being 
vigilant, and responding to a 
rapidly changing situation.”

The letter also mourns 
Forbes’ death.

“Her dedication never 
wavered and she displayed 
tremendous courage on the 
frontlines here in recent 
weeks. Our hearts go out to 
the family and friends of this 
remarkable professional who is 
dearly missed,” Hilburn wrote. 

Forbes wrote in a Facebook 
post that she tested positive 
for COVID-19 on April 14. She 
said she had no underlying 
health conditions.

“I think the one [conspira-
cy theory] that really ticks me 
off is the belief that only peo-
ple who are overweight with 
underlying health problems 
get this virus. Well let me tell 
you that’s not true,” Forbes 
wrote. “… I’m extremely 

healthy I have no underlin-
ing health problems got a full 
physical in January healthy as 
a horse. But guess what I got 
the damn virus …”

Forbes was born in West 
Chester, Pennsylvania on July 
29, 1963. After working in a 
variety of fields throughout 
her career, Forbes obtained 
her nursing degree at age 52.

Forbes is survived by her 
parents, Estelle and Carl 
Brown; her children, Jason, 
Jessica and Jennifer Forbes; 
her grandchildren, Grace, 
Joy, Jason Jr., Jor-El, Oliv-
ia and Faith; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
step-sisters, step-brothers 
and friends.

Nina Forbes’ full obit-
uary is available at www.
dignitymemorial.com/obit-
uaries/springf ield-va/ni-
na-forbes-9154488.

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

Silverado’s coronavirus response called into question
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Natalie Perdue
7202 Old Keene Mill Road
Springfield, Virginia 22150

NataliePerdue@longandfoster.com

Named one of Washingtonian’s 
Top Agents & Producers for 2019

Ranked # 1 Solo Agent -  
Springfield VA - 2018 & 2019

Owned and renovated by a celebrated interior designer, 
this home was featured in Better Homes and Gardens 

in 2016. Boasting beautifully appointed living spaces , 5 
bedrooms and 3.5 baths, this suburban dream has been 

meticulously renovated from top to bottom.

Council allocates assis-
tance for rent, food and 
small businesses
BY MISSY SCHROTT

City council unanimously 
approved plans for residen-
tial rental assistance, food 
security and small business 
assistance with money the 
city received from the federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act at a 
virtual legislative meeting 
on Tuesday evening.

The CARES Act, a $2 tril-
lion economic relief package 
that President Donald Trump 
signed into law on March 27, 
allocated a total of $139 bil-
lion to states. Each state was 
given the authority to deter-
mine whether to allot any of 
that funding to localities. 

Of the $3.3 billion allo-
cated to Virginia, the City 
of Alexandria will receive 
at least $13.9 million, City 

Manager Mark Jinks told 
council. There will be a sec-
ond tranche of funding, like-
ly of the same amount, but 
it’s still unclear exactly how 
much the city will receive 
and when, Jinks said. 

Council members and city 
staff have been discussing 
what to do with the federal 
funding since they learned 
they’d likely receive it more 
than a month ago. On Tuesday, 
council voted to allocate $4.6 
million to the city’s COVID-19 
response costs, $500,000 to 
Alexandria Health Depart-
ment staffing, $2.4 million to 
a food security plan, $4 mil-
lion to residential rental assis-
tance and $2.4 million to small 
business grants. 

“The goal throughout has 
been making sure we put this 
money to work as quickly as 
possible for the residents and 
businesses of this communi-
ty,” Mayor Justin Wilson said. 

The funding for COVID-19 
response costs will go toward 
reimbursing the city for mon-
ey it has already spent on per-
sonal protective equipment, 
emergency response pay, tech-
nology acquisitions and more, 
Jinks said. The AHD funding 
will be used for increased ep-
idemiological staffing.

The remaining funding for 
housing, food and business 
was based on plans estab-
lished by the Office of Hous-
ing, Department of Com-
munity and Human Services 
and the Alexandria Economic 
Development Partnership. At 
the legislative meeting, lead-
ers in each sector presented 
the plans to council. 

The residential rental as-
sistance plan will offer up 
to $600 per month for three 
months to eligible households. 
Eligible applicants must prove 
documented loss of income 
due to COVID-19 and meet 

specified income criteria. 
The program is designed 

to reduce the amount of rent 
owed to landlords that would 
otherwise have to be paid in 
the future, so all rental assis-
tance payments will be made 
directly to landlords on be-
half of the renters, according 
to the plan. 

“As proposed, the pro-
gram prioritizes Alexandria 
renters with the greatest 
need and the least access 
to resources,” Helen McIl-
vaine, director of the Office 
of Housing, said. “The pro-
gram's goal is to enhance the 
housing and financial secu-
rity of Alexandria renters by 
reducing their future rent 
repayment burdens.”

With the approved $4 mil-
lion allocation, the program 
is estimated to serve 2,200 
households, McIlvaine said. 

The food security plan, 
which was developed by  

DCHS with the assistance of 
various nonprofit partners, 
involves a variety of distri-
bution events. 

Major efforts include two 
large-scale food distribu-
tions twice a month, month-
ly home delivery of frozen 
meals for self-isolating older 
adults and monthly grocery 
gift card distribution. 

The efforts are estimated 
to help 13,750 Alexandrians 
per month.

“We're getting feedback 
from nonprofit partners and 
others to build a dashboard 
map that … uses indicators that 
will help us identify the places 
where we should be focus-
ing,” Kate Garvey, director of 
DCHS, said. “The information 
that's in the dashboard already 
is SNAP participants, fami-
lies who are eligible for free 
and reduced meals, locations 

Alexandria receives $13.9 million in CARES funding

SEE FUNDING | 23
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Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the beltway 
and our nation’s capital. Hermitage Northern 

Virginia offers rooftop views of Washington, D.C. 
surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped 

gardens. Free yourself from the hassles of home 
ownership, and spend time exploring your passions 
or finding new ones. At Pinnacle Living, our team 

works closely with residents, families and loved ones 
to fulfill our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. 
We are here for those who seek independence, 

combined with a secure plan for the future.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

fore decreasing incremental-
ly, as residents received their 
unemployment benefits on a 
continued basis.

Regionally, in March 
there were a total of 110,690 
unemployment claims across 
Northern Virginia, account-
ing for 7.89 percent of the 
total workforce in the region, 
according to a NOVA Com-
munity College study.

“It’s absolutely heartbreak-
ing. You know in every one of 
those … [cases] there is usu-
ally two or three other lives 
impacted, families,” Mayor 
Justin Wilson said. “And so, 
the broader impact and misery 
that is created as a result of 
this is staggering.”

Although some indus-
tries, such as hospitality, 
food service and fitness, have 
been impacted more than 
others, the economic impact 
of the virus has spared few.

Buchanan was furloughed 
on April 1, and since then, 

she has been offering vir-
tual fitness sessions free of 
charge via Facebook Live. 
Her only income is through 
the unemployment benefits 
she now receives.

Virginia’s unemployment 
benefits typically max out at 
$380 per week, but, due to the 
sheer number of people deal-
ing with unemployment, the 
federal government is now 
paying an additional $600 per 
week to the unemployed. The 
federal government also ex-
panded the pool of those who 
qualify for unemployment 
benefits to gig workers, i.e. 
Uber drivers, and contractors.

All told, Buchanan is 
making about as much as she 
would be normally, factor-
ing in fewer trips to the gas 
station and other expense 
reductions due to the stay-
at-home order, she said.

But Buchanan would still 
much rather be at the gym, 
working a full shift, contrary 
to what many critics of un-
employment benefits are ar-

guing, Buchanan said.
“If the gyms were allowed 

to open on the 15th, I will not 
be hanging out waiting to say, 
‘Well, you know I’m getting 
the same amount of mon-
ey. I might as well just sit at 
home.’ No, I want to get back 
to work,” Buchanan said.

Buchanan said she is 
aware that, in many ways, 
she’s one of the lucky ones. 
She is single, her children are 
adults and can care for them-
selves and she is successful-
ly receiving unemployment 
benefits. Other furloughed 
workers, such as Buchanan’s 
daughter, she said, have only 
received a portion of their 
benefits payment.

Others, particularly the 
city’s Hispanic workers and 
those who are recent immi-
grants, are afraid to even ap-
ply for unemployment.

“I have employees who 
are permanent workers. 
They have visas and green 
cards, and they are so afraid 
to go get unemployment 

because they’re afraid the 
government is going to 
come and get them,” Eliz-
abeth Myllenbeck, chief 
executive officer of Sono-
ma Cellar, said. “… For me, 
I’m aware as a white person 
that that’s an issue, but that 
fear is real. It’s absolutely 
deep and real, and they live 
in that fear every day.”

For those who sudden-
ly found themselves out of 
work, there were a lot of 
questions and very few an-
swers. Many were able to find 
their way to the Virginia Em-
ployment Commission, but 
many more looked for help at 
the local level.

“On the one hand, [the 
pandemic] significantly in-
creased the demand for ser-
vices because, from the job 
seekers side, while we are not 
[the Virginia Employment 
Commission], people who 
are trying to file for unem-
ployment have been coming 
to us, calling us, walking to 
the office,” Daniel Mekibib, 

director of the Alexandria 
Workforce Development 
Center, said.

Within the past few 
weeks, the center has re-
ceived between 800 and 900 
calls, about 60 to 70 calls per 
day, from people looking  for 
help in applying for unem-
ployment, Mekibib said.

The WDC generally re-
fers those questions to the 
VEC, but the sheer number 
of calls reveals a deeper lack 
of awareness – and lack of 
communication – of the op-
tions for the city’s host of fur-
loughed workers.

“Part of the challenge 
here is that residents and 
businesses don’t completely 
understand all of the things 
that are available for them,” 
Wilson said.

The WDC sends a list of 
new job openings to its list-
serv and has a comprehen-
sive list of new opportunities 
on its website. The center 

UNEMPLOYMENT     FROM | 1

SEE UNEMPLOYMENT | 7
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www.beaconparkbelmontbay.com

While everything flows at a more relaxed 
pace when you live steps from the 
Occoquan River, Beacon Park Towns by 
Miller & Smith will bring new energy and 
excitement to Belmont Bay. Introducing 2 
brand new collections of townhomes 
designed to elevate your lifestyle in Prince 
William County’s premier riverside community.

Beacon Park at 
Belmont Bay

OPEN. AIRY. THE PERFECT 
HOME FOR YOU.

hosted a virtual job fair on 
Wednesday where job seek-
ers could meet employers 
in the area via private video 
chat sessions and is consis-
tently offering online lessons 
to help in the remote job in-
terview process.

After applying for and re-
ceiving unemployment ben-
efits, the next question is, 
“What now?” The center en-
courages furloughed residents 
to think outside the box when 
they start their job search, es-
pecially if they’ve been in one 
field for a long time.

“If someone has never 
thought of a different occupa-
tion but all they have been do-
ing is this one, we want them 
to think they have a lot to of-
fer,” Mekibib said. “Even if they 
don’t have direct experience in 
other industries, some of their 
skills are transferrable.”

For furloughed workers, 
like Buchanan, who have 
been frustrated and dis-

appointed by the level and 
quality of information com-
ing from the federal govern-
ment, “What now?” is less of 
a question and more of an ac-
cusation. Without informa-
tion, the uncertainty created 
by unemployment and a neb-
ulous timeline breeds fear.

“Information is key. In-
formation is what reduces 
fear, and when you don’t 
have information … then you 
start to set in with a little bit 
of paranoia,” Buchanan said.

The spike in unemploy-
ment has impacted business-
es as well. Many businesses, 
even those that have stayed 
open, have had to furlough 
most, if not all, of their staff.

“The impact of the pan-
demic on the hospitality indus-
try has been truly devastating 
and, while we are open and op-
erating, many of our associates 
have been placed on furlough 
as a result,” Mike Nelson, gen-
eral manager of Old Town hotel 
The Alexandrian, said.

The federal paycheck pro-

tection program has provid-
ed some relief for business 
owners and their employees. 

Myllenbeck was unable to 
get a PPP during the first phase 
of applications. A lot of small 
businesses did not receive 
funding in the first round of 
PPP loans especially business-
es owned and operated by mi-
nority or immigrant residents 
who did not have established 
banking relationships, Wilson 
said. City staff are trying to 

reach out to those businesses 
and make them aware of how 
they can gain access to the 
second round of PPP funding.

Since then, Myllenbeck has 
received PPP funds, allowing 
her to steadily re-staff Sono-
ma Cellar, she said. In the in-
terim, she turned to creative 
solutions to support her em-
ployees, including an 18-year-
old part-time employee who 
also plays music at the restau-
rant and is the primary bread-

winner for his family.
In order to support him, 

Myllenbeck organized a con-
cert, allowing the young mu-
sician to perform live on Ins-
tagram and receive tips.

“It was really lovely to see 
the support for him because 
we’re trying to get this boy to 
Berklee [College of Music] – 
he’s that good – and he needs 
the support,” Myllenbeck said.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has been a period of fear and 
uncertainty, made only worse 
for millions of Americans by 
the sudden blow to their fi-
nances, families and ways of 
life. As businesses outside of 
Northern Virginia prepare for 
the first phase of Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s reopening of the 
state on Friday, Mekibib’s ad-
vice for the job interview pro-
cess takes on new meaning.

“I would encourage [peo-
ple], first thing, to not be 
discouraged, to be hopeful 
and to appreciate what they 
have,” Mekibib said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The hospitality industry has been hit hard by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Hotels like The Alexandrian in Old Town have had to furlough 
most of their staff.
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The new customer care system will offer you the 
following features and choices:
• Paperless billing to reduce waste and help our environment.  
• Additional Auto-Pay options that offer flexibility and convenience.  
• Usage graphs, easy online bill access, and self-service options to 
give you more control over managing your account. 
• Archived bills that you can review and access anytime. 
• A new online portal that you can access 24/7 from your home 
computer, smartphone, or tablet.
• Transactions without fees for Auto-Pay, paper check, money order, 
and bank portal payments. Other options, depending on payment 
methods, will have varying transaction fees.  

AlexRenew will launch 
a new Customer Care 
Billing System in June! 
Are You Ready for 
the Switch?

Questions? Email us at billing@alexrenew.com, call us 
at 703-549-3383, or visit AlexRenew.com to learn more. 

On June 1, 2020, AlexRenew will introduce an improved 
customer care and billing system that will make it easier 
to pay your wastewater bill and manage your account. The 
myAlexRenew Customer Care Portal will create a more 
user-friendly experience with additional billing and payment 
features, including paperless billing, improved online access, 
Auto-Pay, usage graphs, and additional payment options to 
make bill-paying more convenient. 

Sign up for Auto-Pay by May 27 to be automatically registered 
to the myAlexRenew Customer Care Portal or log-in to pay 
your bill at alexrenew.com after June 1 to register. 

The Greener Cleaner in 
Del Ray reduces hours 
to stay afloat
BY MARGO WAGNER

For more than 10 years, 
the Greener Cleaner has op-
erated out of a two-story 
brick building on a busy block 
of Mount Vernon Avenue. Its 
owner, Serdar Basegmez, has 
been dry cleaning since the 
1980s. He enjoys owning a 
business in Alexandria’s Del 
Ray neighborhood because it 

reminds him of his youth. 
“It reminded me of where 

I grew up in Istanbul, Tur-
key,” Basegmez said. “The 
kind of neighborhood where 
everybody is on the street, 
and people know each other.” 

That all changed with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Basegmez’s once busy busi-
ness is now struggling to find 
clothes to clean. 

“Our business is pretty 
much dead because we depend 
on people who go to work and 

travel,” Basegmez said. 
Most of his clients work 

for the federal government 
or in D.C.’s private sector. 
Under Virginia Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s (D-VA) executive 
orders, dry cleaning is an 
essential business, so Baseg-
mez is allowed to stay open. 
However, now that many of 
his clients work from home, 
business has declined. 

“Our business is close to 
100 percent dead,” Basegmez 
said. 

The Greener Cleaner used 
to operate for more than 70 
hours per week. Since the 
start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Basegmez cut the 
business’ hours in half and 
now closes on Sundays. Once 
filled with the sound of a 
gold bell dinging from the 
top of the door as neighbors 
dropped off and picked up 

their weekly dry cleaning, the 
Greener Cleaner is now silent.

Basegmez regularly 
speaks to the other business 
owners along the avenue, 
who are worried, too.

“You're worrying about 
how you are going to pay your 
mortgage,”  Basegmez said. 
“How you are going to pay 
your employees, and how you 
are going to pay yourself.”

But there is a glimmer of 
hope. Members of the Del 
Ray community are using 
listservs and email groups to 
encourage each other to sup-
port small businesses. 

“Some of our clients are 
trying to support us by dig-
ging in their closets or base-
ments and bringing us some 
business,” Basegmez said 
about the community sup-
port he has received.

The Del Ray Dads is a 

group for fathers in the neigh-
borhood. The fathers commu-
nicate frequently via email. 
Recently, a member of the 
group sent a message to the 
group urging members of the 
community to keep bringing 
the Greener Cleaner clothes 
to dry clean and tailor. 

Michael Wilker found-
ed the Del Ray Dads and has 
lived in the neighborhood for 
22 years. He believes it is im-
portant to support small busi-
nesses whenever possible. 

“We are a big dog-walk-
ing, stroller-pushing, fam-
ily-oriented, pet-oriented 
community, and these are 
our friends and neighbors 
who are running these busi-
nesses,” Wilker said. 

He is encouraging mem-
bers of the community to 

Even essential businesses struggle 
during the pandemic

PHOTO/MARGO WAGNER 
The Greener Cleaner sits on the 2000 block of Mount Vernon Avenue. 
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Two-year-old Damu is ready for a life of adventure.  Meeting new 
people?  Yes please!  Smelling new smells?  Absolutely!  

Damu is one happy guy, and hopes for a human to love all for his own. 
He is ready to run at a city park, or in your backyard if you have one.

 Learn more about Damu and meet him online through the 
AWLA’s Virtual Adoptions process!

        ~  AlexandriaAnimals.org/VirtualAdoptions ~ 

THANK YOU

~ City Dog, Country Dog ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

keep going to local busi-
nesses that will remain open 
while following proper social 
distancing guidelines set by 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. This in-
cludes ordering food for pick-
up and delivery, buying gift 
cards or taking online yoga 
classes. 

“Remember that those 
should be the first places 
you go to – not McDonald's 
or places like that which are 
bigger corporate entities,” 
Wilker said. “They support 
so many facets of our dai-
ly life, [so] it is vital to keep 
them up and running.”

Both essential and nones-
sential businesses have been 
relying on local resources 
during the pandemic.

Small businesses around 
the country are struggling 
to access government aid, 
but counseling and step-by-
step instructions from the 

Del Ray Business Association 
and Alexandria Small Busi-
ness Development Center are 
available to help small busi-
nesses through the process. 

Melissa McGlone, owner 
of Vital Body & Mind, a colon 
hydrotherapy business in Del 
Ray, used information from 
the DRBA to apply for govern-
ment aid after her business 
was deemed nonessential and 
forced to temporarily close.

“I'm not one of those 
people that loves to fill out 
forms,” McGlone said. “So, 
I think they've made it very 
easy for folks like me, who 
really have to fill out these 
forms to get the help.” 

McGlone hopes to expand 
her online presence and start 
seeing clients virtually for 
nutritional counseling. 

“The blessing for me is 
that it will force me to grow 
in a different way,” McGlone 
said. “I expect that my busi-
ness will look different on 
the other side, and it prob-

ably needed some change. I 
think all of us are feeling the 
growing pains but in the end, 
we'll come out more positive 
and even more willing to 
help each other.” 

As for the Greener Clean-
er, Basegmez plans to stay 
open with the reduced hours. 
He is hoping the situation 
will improve in the next few 
weeks – both for himself and 
for the avenue. 

“[I am] hoping that every-
body's going to survive the 
situation,” Basegmez said. 
“We’re just waiting [to see] 
how everything is going to 
play out.” 

Currently, the neighbor-
hood is waiting for Northern 
Virginia to reopen, which 
could occur as soon as May 28, 
according to a news release 
from the governor’s office.

The writer is an Alexandria 
resident and journalism 
student at the Missouri 

School of Journalism.

PHOTO/MARGO WAGNER 
Serdar Basegmez stands behind the computer in the Greener Cleaner. Since Alexandrians began social 
distancing about two months ago, Basegmez’s business has been eerily quiet.

PHOTO/MARGO WAGNER 
A sign hangs in the front window of the Greener Cleaner, advertising 
the business’s new hours. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Greener Cleaner is now closed in the evenings and on Sundays.
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ern Virginia, the state’s hot 
zone for COVID-19.

In response, Northam is-
sued Executive Order 62 on 
Tuesday, allowing Northern 
Virginia localities to enter the 
first phase of reopening at a 
later date than the rest of the 
Commonwealth. The exec-
utive order allows cities and 
counties in the region, in-
cluding Alexandria, to begin 
reopening as early as May 28.

“As I have said, it’s import-
ant that the Commonwealth 
as a whole can meet key health 
metrics before moving into 
phase one,” Northam said 
in a statement. “The phase 
one policies are a floor, not a 
ceiling. While the data show 
Virginia as a whole is ready to 
slowly and deliberately ease 
some restrictions, it is too 
soon for Northern Virginia. I 
support the request from lo-
calities in this region to delay 
implementation of phase one 
to protect public health.”

On May 4, Northam an-
nounced that phase one of 
his plan to gradually ease 
restrictions would begin on 
May 15. The planned reopen-
ing would occur in areas of 
Virginia that have experi-
enced declines in confirmed 
cases and hospitalizations 
during a 14-day period. 

While phase one would 
still involve residents shelter-
ing in place, observing social 
distancing and wearing face-
masks, some nonessential 
businesses – including bar-
bershops, salons, retail stores 
and restaurants – could begin 
operating again at limited 
capacity. Barbershops and 
salons would be able to take 
customers by appointment 
only, while restaurants with 
outdoor seating could have 
customers dine in those spac-
es at 50 percent capacity.

During a May 6 press brief-
ing, Northam acknowledged 
that different areas of the 
state face different challenges 
in containing COVID-19.

“If local governments, 

based on the situation in their 
own localities, feel that they 
need to maintain additional 
restrictions on gatherings or 
business operations we will 
allow that, and we will work 
with the localities,” Northam 
said during the briefing.

The letter from Northern 
Virginia officials came at the 
governor’s request, in the 
hopes that it would provide 
open communication and a 
unified response across the 
region when restrictions are 
lifted, Northam said.

The letter stated that, 
based on the governor’s own 
metrics for reopening the 
state, including a 14-day re-
duction in hospitalizations 
and adequate personal pro-
tective equipment levels, the 
region is not yet ready for the 
first phase of reopening.

“We thought those were 
appropriate guidelines, ap-
propriate thresholds to make 
a decision about whether we 
move to phase one,” Mayor 
Justin Wilson, who repre-
sented Alexandria in crafting 
the letter, said. “We are not 
meeting those thresholds in 
Northern Virginia or in any 
of those jurisdictions, the 
five largest jurisdictions in 
Northern Virginia. What our 
message was, was we need to 
meet those guidelines before 
we move to phase one.”

The letter also included a 
memo from the jurisdictions’ 
respective health directors, 
which detailed the region’s 
progress in hitting Northam’s 
14-day benchmark for im-

proving conditions.
Alexandria has had 1,305 

confirmed cases, 148 hospi-
talizations and 31 fatalities 
as of Wednesday, according 
to VDH. The region’s most 
populous jurisdiction, Fair-
fax County, is still experienc-
ing a rising rate of confirmed 
cases and fatalities, accord-
ing to the memo. On Sunday, 
there were nine additional 
deaths and 282 additional 
cases in Fairfax. 

According to data from 
Johns Hopkins University, the 
five jurisdictions, as well as 
other parts of Northern Vir-
ginia including Manassas and 
Falls Church, accounted for 
12,929 – or more than half – of 
the state’s 24,081 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases as of Sunday.

A much larger percentage 
of Northern Virginia’s pop-
ulation has tested positive 
compared to the rest of the 
state. The region has about a 
25 percent positive result to 
test rate; the rest of the state 
has about an 18 percent pos-
itivity rate. Alexandria has a 
27 percent rate, City Manager 
Mark Jinks said. 

Insufficient testing, a lim-
ited supply of PPE in nursing 
homes and a lack of infra-
structure for contact tracing 
would also make the first 
phase of reopening a poten-
tially risky gambit for the re-
gion, according to the memo.

“We would love to be able 
to say that we’re at the point 
where stores and businesses 

Port City Profile

Sara Campbell’s classic 
apparel appeals to women 
of all ages, proving that 
great style is timeless. 
Loyal shoppers visit for a 
carefully curated selection 
of sportswear and special-
ty dresses with thoughtful 
trims and finishes.

Headquartered in Bos-
ton, the brand operates 25 
brick-and-mortar boutiques 
concentrated along the East 
Coast, Florida and the Mid-
west. The boutique in Old 
Town just celebrated its 
sixth year on Prince Street. 

“Old Town has been the 
perfect addition to our Sara 
Campbell family,” a Sara 
Campbell representative 
said.“We welcome the daily 
visits from our local shop-
pers who pop-in to say hello 
and sit in our living room 
and fill us in on their lives 
and those who are traveling 
and are very excited to step 
into one of our stores and 
shop our newest collection.”

Sara Campbell is the 
president and primary ap-
parel designer. She has been 
recognized for her philan-

thropic efforts. The bou-
tiques host numerous give-
back events that support 
both local and national non-
profits. The company is also 
known for manufacturing its 
main collection in America, 
supporting local employ-
ment and the best possible 
quality standards.

Come see us and shop 
our collection of Sara 
Campbell masks!

Location: 320 Prince St.
Founder: Sara Campbell
Year opened: 2014 
Type of business: Boutique 

with American-made, 
classic women’s apparel

Hours of operation: 
Opening May 15 and May 
hours will be Sunday: 12-
4pm, Wednesday: 11am-
3pm, Friday: 11am-3pm 
and Saturday, 11am-4 pm.

Contact: 703-996-9074
 www.saracampbell.com

Sara Campbell

Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

REOPENING FROM | 1
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COURTESY PHOTO 
For restaurants like Home Grown Food Group’s Del Ray eateries, 
the limited amount of outdoor seating afforded by phase one of 
Northam’s reopening plan provides little incentive when delivery 
and takeout options are safer for employees and customers.
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can start back on the road to 
recovery, but we’re just not 
there yet and if we jump too 
early, it means that the situa-
tion could get worse and that 
hurts everybody,” Jinks said.

For local businessowners 
that had hoped to start re-
opening on Friday, the delay 
is largely in keeping with their 
priority: ensuring the safety of 
customers and employees.

“The challenge that I have 
is the safety of us and our 
employees. That’s the main 
challenge,” Joanna Szczer-
ban, owner of Old Town dé-
cor and gift store Boxwood, 
said. “I don’t want anyone in 
our store to get sick, nor do 
I want them to get anyone 
else sick when customers are 
coming. That’s what I think 
about all day long, and I’m 
very stressed out about it.”

“No matter what the gover-
nor says, if we don’t feel com-
fortable being able to manage 
the situation and being able 
to safely serve customers and 
have our staff safely able to 
work, then we’re going to err 
on the side of caution,” Bill 
Blackburn, a Del Ray restau-
rateur and co-owner of Home 
Grown Food Group, said.

Reopening prematurely 
not only creates health risks 
but opens businesses up to 
all kinds of financial risks if 
they’re unprepared, accord-
ing to Bill Reagan, executive 
director of Alexandria’s Small 
Business Development Center.

“It’s going to be more ex-
pensive to operate and, at the 
same time, they’re going to 
have fewer customers,” Rea-
gan said.

Before reopening, business 
owners are going to have to 
analyze their particular situ-
ation and assess the specific 
challenges associated with 
opening a business at this 
time, Reagan said. Business 
owners may have to consider 
a phased reopening – some-
thing Szczerban is already 
planning – whether they have 
enough supplies and inven-

tory, if their supply chain can 
keep up with those inventory 
needs and if they can provide 
adequate staffing. The SBDC’s 
online resources are available 
at www.virginiasbdc.org/busi-
nessrecoverycenter_stage2.

It’s also still unclear how 
customers are going to re-
spond as restrictions ease.

“We really don’t know how 
the public is going to react. 
I think there may be some 
pent-up desire to go out and 
buy things and do things and 
shop, but at the same time, all 
of us are so much more cau-
tious these days,” Reagan said.

Fitness centers are exclud-
ed from the first phase of re-
opening, but Kathryn Taron, 
owner of Refresh Yoga, is al-
ready preparing for what her 
business looks like when it 
does eventually reopen.

Refresh has been gaug-
ing interest in reopening 
from both instructors and 
students, both of whom are 
eager to return to the studio 
but want to ensure the safety 
of everyone involved.

“[We’ve been] relook-
ing at our class schedule, so 
that when we do open, we’ve 
mapped out where people will 
be able to place their mats,” 
Taron said. “We’ve reduced 
the class sizes down to about 
six or seven people at a time, 
spaced at least six feet apart. 
And there will be at least 30 
minutes in between classes, 
so we can sanitize and allow 
people to move out before the 
others move in.”

Meanwhile, virtual offer-
ings, such as online classes 
for prenatal and senior stu-
dents, will continue at Re-
fresh. In the early days of the 
statewide closure, busines-
sowners scrambled to set up 
online stores and curbside 
pickup and delivery service. 
Those options aren’t going 
anywhere anytime soon.

Szczerban also has a plan 
in place for whenever Box-
wood opens its doors to more 
in-person shopping.

“Everyone needs to wear 
a mask when they come in,” 

Szczerban said. “We’re going 
to limit the number of people 
that can come in.”

Even if it’s inconvenient 
in the moment, Szczerban 
said she hopes customers 
understand that these mea-
sures are there to ensure the 
safety of everybody, employ-
ees and customers.

Business owners remain 
cautious for good reason 
– a second outbreak could 
threaten to undo all the 
city’s, and the region’s, good 
work, Wilson said.

As the situation continues 
to change, for the better and 
worse, Blackburn has taken to 
following some advice from 

the Washington Nationals.
“My motto on this has 

been: Go 1-0 today. I bor-
rowed it from the Nationals. 
That was their motto last year 
when they had that World Se-
ries run,” Blackburn said. “… 
That’s all we can do in our lives 
right now, is go 1-0 today.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Here’s how you can 
help support  

small businesses  
during the Covid-19 

outbreak 
GIVE THE GIFT OF BUSINESS 
Buy a gift card to use at a 
later date and shop locally 
online when possible. 

KEEP YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

To the gym, exercise class, 
painting class, music and 
dance lessons, etc.  Many 
small businesses rely on 
your support to keep their doors 
open and pay their bills. Your support 
can save that business. 

BUY NOW, PICK UP LATER 

Planning to make a purchase? 
Call the business to see if you 
can make the purchase but 
pick it up later. 

ORDER FOOD-TO-GO OR HAVE IT 
DELIVERED 

Local restaurants are open 
and ready to provide their 
delicious food. Order and 
pay online. Consider adding a  
generous tip .  

  Wondering what local businesses are open? 
Visit MountVernonLeeChamber.org 

LOCAL BUSINESS INFORMATION: mountvernonleechamber.org/business-resources-for-coronavirus/  
FAIRFAX COUNTY INFORMATION:  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/covid19/information-businesses-impacted-coronavirus/  
VIRGINIA INFORMATION: www.virginia.gov/coronavirus-updates/  

To our doctors, nurses, EMTs and all the  
heroes in the medical profession. Thank you to 

our frontline businesses working long hours 
stocking shelves, cashiering, bagging and  
cleaning. Thank you to our government  

officials and leaders who are making decisions to 
keep us safe. We appreciate all of you! 
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can make the purchase but 
pick it up later. 

ORDER FOOD-TO-GO OR HAVE IT 
DELIVERED 

Local restaurants are open 
and ready to provide their 
delicious food. Order and 
pay online. Consider adding a  
generous tip .  

  Wondering what local businesses are open? 
Visit MountVernonLeeChamber.org 

LOCAL BUSINESS INFORMATION: mountvernonleechamber.org/business-resources-for-coronavirus/  
FAIRFAX COUNTY INFORMATION:  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/covid19/information-businesses-impacted-coronavirus/  
VIRGINIA INFORMATION: www.virginia.gov/coronavirus-updates/  

To our doctors, nurses, EMTs and all the  
heroes in the medical profession. Thank you to 

our frontline businesses working long hours 
stocking shelves, cashiering, bagging and  
cleaning. Thank you to our government  

officials and leaders who are making decisions to 
keep us safe. We appreciate all of you! 
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To champion business and build community  
in partnership with our members. 

To our doctors, nurses, EMTs 
and all the heroes in the med-
ical profession. Thank you to 

our frontline businesses work-
ing long hours stocking shelves, 

cashiering, bagging and cleaning. 
Thank you to our government 
officials and leaders who are 

making decisions to keep us safe. 
We appreciate all of you!
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Out of the classroom 
Education section

After canceling only one 
day of classes, Fusion Acad-
emy Alexandria went 100 
percent virtual on March 16. 
All classes and tutoring ses-
sions continued as regularly 
scheduled with students and 
teachers working from home 
and connecting over Zoom. 

Because Fusion is a one-
to-one school, operating 
with one teacher per student, 
the transition was smooth. 
As an organization, Fusion 
taught more than 11,000 
hours of virtual classes last 
year – mainly for student 

health reasons – giving the 
school a head start on having 
virtual systems and institu-
tional knowledge in place.

During these unpredict-
able times, Fusion students 
and staff have found ways to 
stick to their routines, stay 
anchored to their communi-
ty and continue expanding 
their horizons. While Fusion 
is looking forward to getting 
students back on campus as 
soon as is safe, the school is 
proud that it has been able to 
transition seamlessly to vir-
tual instruction.

The week of May 4, Alex-
andria City Public Schools 
joined in the nationwide cel-
ebration of Teacher Appreci-
ation Week. 

To show their teachers 
how much they appreciate 
and miss them, ACPS stu-
dents posted photos of them-
selves holding “thank you” 
banners. 

“Teachers can literally 
change the world one child 
at a time and contribute to 
the success of the next gen-

eration,” Superintendent Dr. 
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D., 
wrote in one of his COVID-19 
newsletters to the ACPS 
community. “… Over the 
past couple of months, our 
teachers in ACPS have been 
recording videos, Zooming 
with our students and col-
leagues and being innova-
tive with our approaches to 
teaching and learning. We 
are so fortunate to have such 
a dedicated, hard working 
and amazing staff in ACPS.”

Alexandria Country Day 
School has implemented a 
robust distance learning 
program for all of its stu-
dents, grades K-8, during 
the COVID-19 crisis. 

Kindergarten through 
fourth graders are participat-
ing in synchronous lessons 
and receive asynchronous 
video lessons and assign-
ments daily, plus small group 
and one-on-one virtual ses-
sions with their teachers. 
They also receive instruction 
twice weekly from each of 
their special subject teachers: 
art, music, drama, Spanish, 
library and PE.

Middle school stu-
dents, grades five through 
eight, begin each day with 
a meeting with their advi-
sory group. They receive 
asynchronous video les-

sons and assignments in 
math, language arts, histo-
ry, Spanish and science in 
Google Classroom four or 
five times per week. Each 
class also meets one time 

each week for a 60-minute 
synchronous lesson, and 
students gather online for 
small group work, as well 
as one-on-one meetings 
with teachers. 

Fusion Academy  
embraces online learning

ACPS celebrates teacher 
appreciation week

ACDS students and teachers 
jump into distance learning

COURTESY PHOTO 
A second grade class at ACDS meets virtually via Zoom.

COURTESY PHOTO 
Zachary Allen holds an appreciation craft for his teachers at Mount 
Vernon Community School.
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ONLINE CLASSES | ONE-TO-ONE WITH A LIVE TEACHER

Our revolutionary 1:1 model, 
where all academic instruction 
is conducted between one 
student and one teacher, 
provides flexibility to help our 
students thrive: academically, 
socially, and emotionally. It’s 
time to try Fusion Academy 
– an accredited 6-12th grade 
private school.

Fusion Alexandria
703.535.3130

FusionAlexandria.com

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Commonwealth Acade-
my's college prep activities 
remain in full swing. 

Eli Clarke, director of col-
lege counseling, recently host-
ed a senior parent night online 
to offer tips and resources for 
a successful transition to col-
lege. Jennifer Stevens, assis-
tant director of counseling 
services at Loyola University 
Maryland, provided insight 
on how support services are 
provided in a college setting. 
Commonwealth Academy 
parents shared helpful per-
spectives on their own transi-
tion, which added to a fun and 

informative evening. 
Seniors are also partici-

pating in online "Transition 
to College" sessions with 
guest speakers sharing ad-
vice on residential life, ac-
cessing support services, 
money management, civic 
engagement, careers/intern-
ships and other topics rele-
vant to college life. 

An upcoming virtual meet-
ing for juniors and their par-
ents will discuss the state of 
college admissions and how 
parents and students can co-
ordinate with Clarke to best 
prepare for next year’s process.

Grace Episcopal School 
students participated in a 
schoolwide Earth Day cele-
bration on May 1. Distance 
learning classes were sus-
pended for the day, and stu-
dents were encouraged to 
spend time with their fam-
ilies in the great outdoors. 

Over the past few years, 
it has become a Grace school 
tradition to celebrate Earth 
Day by students getting 

outside, getting their hands 
dirty and doing some good. 

Grace's youngest students 
participate by making nature 
crafts, such as rock painting for 
Grace's rock garden near the 
early childhood playground, 
and older students help beau-
tify Grace grounds by weeding 
and planting flowers. 

Although Grace students 
were not together, this year 
was no different, and the 

community celebrated to-
gether apart by taking on the 
Earth Day bingo challenge, 
full of ideas of activities and 
crafts that would honor the 
planet. These included mak-
ing a dish for lunch or dinner 
with foods that come from 
the earth, creating a message 
of hope outside with sticks 
and rocks for others to see, 
making a paper plate globe, 
nature collages and more.

The Academy of Metro-
politan School of the Arts is 
taking their song, dance and 
theater classes online. 

Students are replacing 
dance floors and vocal stu-
dios with living room floors, 
kitchen tile and loft spaces. 
Stair railings now take the 
place of ballet bars and the-
ater props range from kitch-

en utensils to pillows and 
dining room chairs. 

“Our students are find-
ing a new way to learn per-
formance, and brilliantly 
showing us all resiliency 
and adaptability,” Melissa 
Dobbs, founder of Metropol-
itan School of the Arts said. 
“We’re so grateful for vi-
sual technology, where the 

students can see each other 
while performing at home, 
so they’re not only able to 
connect with their teachers, 
but they’re still able to learn 
from their peers, which is a 
big part of performing arts, 
learning from each other.”

On May 4, St. Stephen's 
and St. Agnes School held 
a virtual service day. Stu-
dents served the pressing 
needs in the Alexandria 
community, specifically 
through supporting the SS-
SAS Middle School service 

learning partner, Mother of 
Light Center. 

The day featured a number 
of service-focused offerings 
to engage online and offline, 
including a virtual hack-
athon, goodness bingo and 
community he(art) and more.

College prep continues at 
Commonwealth Academy

Grace Episcopal celebrates Earth Day

Metropolitan School of the Arts’ 
students dance, sing online

SSSAS hosts virtual service day

COURTESY PHOTO

Chaelynn, a 
sixth grade 
student at 
St. Ste-
phen's and 
St. Agnes 
School, 
has been 
making up-
lifting signs 
and placing 
them on 
a walking 
path behind 
her home.

Independent School in Alexandria
Preschool Ages 3 - Grade 5

GraceSchoolAlex.org

Our Virtual 
Admissions Office 

is open for 
virtual tours and 

meetings
Grace
Episcopal 
School
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Wear a mask. 
Save a life. 
Business  
mask pledge

Contest: Name these  
masked Alexandrians 

We are offering local businesses the chance 
to publicly state that they will require their 
employees to wear face masks while at work 
through June 10 or the conclusion of Gov. 
Ralph Northam’s stay at home order. Email 
mschrott@alextimes.com to take the pledge.
The following establishments have taken the pledge:

Alexandria Cupcake
Alexandria Pastry
Balducci's 
Bastille Brasserie & Bar
Chadwicks
Extra Perks
Fontaine Cafe
Glory Days Grill
Greenstreet Gardens
Kaizen Tavern
Kilwins
Landini Brothers
Lena's
Maribeth's Bakery
Mia's 
Misha's
Old Town Ace Hardware
Passionately Pets
Port City Brewing
R&B
Sonoma Cellar
Ten Thousand Villages
The Majestic at Mia’s 
The Old Town Shop
Virtue Feed & Grain
Whole Dogz
Wine Gallery 108

1022 King St.
3690 H King St.
600 Franklin St.
606 N. Fayette St.
203 Strand St.
822 N. Fairfax St.
119 S. Royal St.
3141 Duke St.
1721 W. Braddock Rd.
1909 Mt. Vernon Ave.
212 King St.
115 King St.
401 E. Braddock Rd.
3103 Colvin St.
100 King St.
917 King St.
809 S. Washington St.
1 E. Bellefonte Ave.
3950 Wheeler Ave.
1710 Mt. Vernon Ave.
207 King St.
915 King St.
100 King St.
105 S. Union St.
106 S. Union St.
4748 Eisenhower Ave.
108 N. Patrick St.

To encourage residents to 
wear cloth face masks in pub-
lic, the Alexandria Times has 
been holding a competition. 
Each week for the past five 
weeks, we have published a 
photo spread of well-known 
Alexandrians wearing face 
masks and awarded gift cards 
to the readers who were able 
to identify the most people.

For the final week of the 

competition, we’ve includ-
ed 10 photos. To enter the 
competition, email your 
best guesses to mschrott@
alextimes.com. It’s okay 
if you can’t identify all 10 
people. The person to ac-
curately identify the most 
mask-wearers will win a $50 
gift card to Landini Brothers. 
Happy guessing! 

Last week's winner is 

Sasha Kochurova, who cor-
rectly identified the masked 
Alexandrians in three of the 
10 photos published. The Al-
exandrians were: Elizabeth 
Bennett-Parker, Bill Black-
burn, Joe Haggerty, Dave 
Nicholas, Phyllis Patterson, 
Mary Ashley Rhule, Allison 
Silberberg, Charles Stillwell, 
Townsend Van Fleet and 
Donnie Wintermute.
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BY ELIZABETH MYLLENBECK

It is an understatement 
to say that the novel coro-
navirus has been devastat-
ing to the hospitality indus-
try. Small business owners 
are reeling as they attempt 
to figure out how to oper-
ate, how to handle a slim-
to-none profit margin and 
how to keep customers and 
employees with them. Cre-
ativity and community sup-
port are key. 

As a small business own-
er, I love my employees. I 
want the best for them. If 
I could pay my employees 
what they are truly worth, 
I’d give them all $25 an hour 
or more. Sadly, with profit 

margins classically hover-
ing at 15 percent, there is 
not much wiggle room for 
those kinds of wages.

The reality of minimum 
wages is an ugly part of the 
business. In Virginia, the 
minimum wage for restau-
rant workers who receive 
tips is $2.30 per hour. So, 
we’re essentially able to re-
tain employees based on 
their ability to generate tips. 
The tips a server makes also 
support the hosts, kitchen 
workers, dishwashers and 
other back of house staff. It’s 
a relationship that keeps the 
whole restaurant churning. 

So what can you do about 
the plight of minimum wage 
restaurant workers while 

restaurants are closed to 
in-person dining?

Unfortunately, most 
delivery services center 
around ensuring that their 
drivers get a tip, and the 
restaurants themselves are 
left out of that equation. 
Delivery services also often 
take between 25 and 30 per-
cent of the restaurant sales 
placed through their ser-
vices for themselves.

The best thing that most 
local restaurants can do 
is to encourage guests to 
use curbside and pick-up 
services. Consider getting 
some fresh air and driving 
or walking to a restaurant 
to pick up your food – and 
wearing a mask, of course.

Help keep your local 
restaurants going by tip-
ping your server. While they 
can’t give you the full din-
ing experience they’d like 
to, they are still working to 
answer phones, input orders 
and ensure your meal is as 
perfect as possible.  

Some restaurants will ask 
if you’d like to add a tip when 
you complete a transaction 
online or by phone. If they 
do not, don’t be hesitant to 
ask how you can tip. Even the 
restaurants that don’t ask 
are likely still hoping that 
customers remember to tip. 
If you can do the customary 
20 percent, that is fantastic, 
but any amount will do. Tip-
ping even a few bucks can 

make all the difference to 
the entire business. 

Please support your local 
restaurants, get some curb-
side deliciousness and tip to 
your heart’s content. The 
restaurants will remember 
all that you are doing to 
help us get through these 
tough times. We trust that 
we will all see you soon – 
happy, healthy and safe.

The writer is CEO and 
owner of Sonoma Cellar.

TimesLivinq

A little tip from a friend
ELIZABETH 

MYLLENBECK

FILE IMAGE
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BY MARTY ROSS

The world needs polli-
nators, but pollinators need 
our help, too, and the easiest, 
most satisfying and beautiful 
way to come to the rescue of 
declining insect populations 
is to plant flowers. In a pot 
on a patio or on a sprawling 
country estate, you can make 
a big difference.

It's not the size of a gar-
den that matters, according 
to Jared Barnes, a horticul-
ture professor at Stephen F. 
Austin State University. 

"What if we all had pol-
linator plants in our yards?" 
Barnes said. "What if every-
one was doing this? If we are 
all doing small things, it can 
have a drastic impact."

The ripple effect of gar-
dening for pollinators in a 
neighborhood, a region or 
across the country is pro-
found, Barnes said. As pop-
ulations of bees, butterflies, 

moths, beetles and other 
pollinators recover, gardens 
turn into naturally balanced 
ecosystems. They produce 
more flowers and fruits – 
and have fewer pests – than 
gardens intensively managed 
with an arsenal of chemicals.

Barnes' research and 
practices are backed by num-
bers and the enthusiastic 
anecdotal observations of 
gardeners everywhere. The 
Xerces Society, which sup-
ports pollinator conserva-
tion around the world, notes 
that more than 85 percent of 
the world's flowering plants, 
including more than 100 
crops, depend on pollinators. 
By restoring habitat and re-
ducing the use of pesticides 
and herbicides, gardeners 
can come to the rescue of de-
clining insect populations, 
which have an economic val-
ue of about $3 billion in the 
United States alone.

In his presentations to 

garden groups and garden 
designers, Barnes does more 
than advocate for pollina-
tors: He emphasizes the plea-
sures and rewards of garden-
ing, "the sense of wonder and 
awe that there is a world out 
there bigger and greater than 
all of us," he said. "It's a lit-
tle miracle that we can plant 
plants in our gardens and see 
butterflies. It's a wonderful 
thing for all of us to partici-
pate in."

Barnes' favorite pollina-
tor plants are easy to find in 
garden shops, easy to grow 
and naturally beautiful. Rat-
tlesnake master is a North 
American native plant with 
bristly globe-shaped flowers 
that stand three to four feet 
tall in a garden. They're na-
tive prairie plants, sturdy 
and undemanding. 

"Everybody should have 
them," Barnes said, along 

SEE BUTTERFLY | 17

HOMES 

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS
Butterflies are everyone's favorite pollinator. This eastern tiger swallowtail butterfly – and many others – are attracted to zinnias.

PHOTO/ WALTER'S GARDENS
The spikey globe-shaped blooms of rattlesnake master are among 
Jared Barnes' favorite flowers for pollinators. This one is Eryngium 
“Blue Star,” a hardy perennial that grows up to about three feet tall 
in a sunny spot.

The butterfly  
effect
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with other tough but beau-
tiful perennials such as yar-
row, mountain mint and 
milkweed for butterflies. 

A pollinator garden Barnes 
designed on the Stephen F. 
Austin campus includes these 
favorites, planted together 
with salvias, lilies, coneflow-
ers, alliums, goldenrods, as-
ters and other hard-working 
perennials. There's some-
thing blooming in the garden 
from spring through fall.

In his own garden at 
home, Barnes is working on 
new flower beds modeled 
after best-practice research 
on attracting monarch but-
terflies. The research takes 
as a given that milkweed 
plants are critical for mon-

archs. They are the only food 
of monarch caterpillars and 
are excellent nectar plants 
for monarch butterflies and 
other pollinators.

But where milkweed 
plants are placed in a flow-
er-bed design has a direct 
effect on the ability of but-
terflies to find them. For 
best results with monarchs, 
milkweed should be planted 
around the outside of a bed, 
not scattered, cottage-gar-
den style, among the hur-
ly-burly company of flowers 
like zinnias and tithonias, 
even though these other 
plants are very attractive to 
pollinators in general.

A border planting of milk-
weed will attract up to four 
times the number of monarch 
butterflies as gardens in which 

milkweeds are mixed among 
other flowers, research shows. 
To make milkweeds even eas-
ier to see from butterfly level, 
don't let other plants flop over 
on them, Barnes said. Give ev-
ery plant the space it needs, 
and make sure your planting 
design takes mature height 
into consideration.

Butterflies, and especial-
ly monarchs, "are the poster 
child of this love-of-insects 
movement," Barnes said, and 
the drawing card for his pre-
sentations on pollinators. 

When you make your 
garden beds, flowerpots and 
kitchen garden pollinator 
friendly, you'll surely notice 
an increase in the number 
and diversity of butterflies 
in your yard. What you might 
not see are all the different 

bees and flies that also con-
tribute to the business of 
pollinating flowers and fruit, 

but these tiny insects are 
there, and they are doing a 
world of good.

Circa 1940, this renovat-
ed home in Yates Gardens 
shines. From the updated 
kitchen with a Wolf range, 
Miele dishwasher and wine 
refrigerator to the addition 

of the three-season sun 
room, this residence has it 
all.

The home includes deed-
ed parking, a brick-walled 
patio, a storage attic and a 

finished lower level com-
plete with a built-in office 
desk and file drawers. There 
are also two spacious bed-
rooms, two fully renovated 
baths, wood floors and sky-

lights.
A slate roof, copper gut-

ters and downspouts, and 
a garden water feature en-
hance the exterior with 
high-quality materials.

HOME OF THE WEEK

New listing in Old Town

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Address: 907 S. 

St. Asaph St.

List price:$865,000

Bedrooms: 2

Full baths: 2

Parking: Yes

Fireplace: 1

Skylights: 4

Listing agent:

Diann Carlson

Associate Broker

Weichert Old Town

Phone: 703-628-2440

703-549-8700

Email: diann.carlson@

gmail.com

AT A GLANCE
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COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: A three-season room brings the outdoors inside.
Right: This home has a stately exterior on St. Asaph Street.

PHOTO/BALL HORTICULTURAL CO. 
Coneflowers' big blooms are landing pads for butterflies and other 
pollinators.
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To the editor: 
Average citizens place a pri-

ority on having a health system 
which works for all of us.  Yet the 
current pandemic clearly reveals a 
fractured health system which has 
made it, and us, more vulnerable 
to the deadly coronavirus than we 
need to be. 

Part of the problem is caused by 
unlimited political spending which 
allows special interests, who do not 
represent voters, to impose their 
preferred healthcare policies on leg-
islatures, which serve their interests 
but not ours.

As a result of Supreme Court rul-
ings during the past 30 years, culmi-
nating in the 2010 Citizens United 
ruling, pharmaceutical companies, 
physicians and health professionals 
are the among the largest source of 
federal campaign contributions. In 
2018 they provided $225 million to 
federal candidates, outside money 
groups and parties while spending 
$421 million on lobbying efforts for 
health-related issues. In Virginia, 
health interests contributed more 
than $12 million to candidates in the 
same year.

Unregulated money is destroy-
ing our ability to access affordable 
health care, resulting in public 
policies that don’t represent the 
wishes of our citizens. In the cur-
rent health crisis, the influence of 
these special interests is actually 
killing people. 

We need a constitutional 
amendment to allow states and 
Congress to regulate spending on 
our elections. We also need cam-
paign finance reform in Virginia, 
which has no limits on campaign 
contributions. Yet even though 
80 percent of Americans believe 
in the need for campaign finance 
reform, not one single campaign 
finance bill passed in the last Gen-
eral Assembly. 

Restoring Virginians’ faith 
in government requires that the 
General Assembly pass compre-
hensive campaign reform in 2021. 
Voters need to regain influence 
over the laws under which we live, 
including those governing our 
nation’s all-important system of 
healthcare.

-Nancy Morgan,
Alexandria

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas JeffersonWhile the process wasn’t pretty, we think Gov. Ralph Northam (D-VA) and 

Northern Virginia’s leaders made the right call to delay phase one reopening 
in this region for at least two more weeks.

Northam’s announcement on May 4 that Virginia would likely begin phase 
one of reopening on May 15 seemed rushed and premature. Why did they an-
nounce a reopening almost two weeks away and say it was dependent on meet-
ing certain data milestones? Why didn’t they wait until those milestones were 
met and then announce a reopening?

The governor’s office seemed not to take Northern Virginia into account 
at all, nor to have consulted our leaders, in making the original declaration 
of intent to reopen. In fact, his announcement seemed like a half-organized 
reaction to pressure to reopen, and an attempt to preempt the kind of protests 
that have happened in Michigan and other states.

Experts keep saying a key element of successfully reopening our country 
from the coronavirus, to prevent a spike in COVID-19 cases, is widespread and 
accurate testing. Other important facets to avoiding a second spike in cases – 
beyond frequent handwashing, physical distancing and mask-wearing – are ex-
tensive contact tracing and effective quarantining of asymptomatic people who 
test positive for COVID-19.

Virginia still seems unprepared on all fronts. 
According to the Kaiser Family Foundation website, Virginia ranks 47th out 

of the 51 states and D.C. in COVID-19 tests with results per 1,000 population. 
Virginia has conducted 18.2 tests with results per 1,000 population, compared 
with Maryland’s 28, D.C.’s 44 and the U.S. average of 29.4.

The Richmond Times-Dispatch reported this week that Virginia has been 
counting antigen testing – which reveals whether a person previously had 
COVID-19 but does not determine whether a person currently has the disease 
– in its testing totals. But the state has not been including positives from an-
tigen testing in its positive test results. This means Virginia has overstated its 
number of COVID-19 tests conducted, despite ranking 47th, while under-re-
porting the percentage of positives to tests conducted.

And while Northam has announced that Virginia is hiring 1,000 people to trace 
contacts and quarantines of diagnosed COVID-19 cases, there’s no evidence that 
these people have been hired, let alone that they’re all trained and operational. 

The state’s leadership on long-term care facilities is also lacking.
Fifty-nine percent of all Virginia COVID-19 deaths have occurred in long-

term care facilities, compared with the nationwide average of 38 percent. In 
D.C. it’s 25 percent and in Maryland 53 percent, according to the KFF website.

D.C. is requiring workers in both nursing and assisted-living facilities to 
wear personal protective equipment, while Maryland requires PPE for nursing 
facilities and recommends it for assisted-living facilities. Virginia only rec-
ommends it for both and only when diagnosed COVID-19 cases are present, 
according to the KFF website.

Because of continued shortcomings in these vital areas, a strong case can 
be made that Virginia is not yet ready to implement phase one anywhere.

In fact, one thing Northam appears to have gotten right from the start was 
the initial June 10 date that his stay-at-home order was to expire. While the 
governor has taken heat from some wanting a quicker reopening, that date 
now seems prescient and about right not just for Northern Virginia but the 
state as a whole.

We are grateful that Northern Virginia’s leaders pushed back against prema-
turely opening on May 15, well before the region was ready.

We need to brace ourselves for the strong possibility that Alexandria, and 
the rest of Northern Virginia, may still not be ready to begin phase one on 
May 28. In fact, Fairfax County will likely determine the regional reopening 
timeline, because cases, hospitalizations and deaths continue to climb there. 

At this crucial juncture, when we long for an end to the sickness and re-
strictions, patience remains a virtue.

Patience remains a virtue

We need campaign finance reform

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorse-

ment, of the Alexandria Times.
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To the editor: 
Last week, I was getting my 

very sick partner some need-
ed medication from the CVS 
on Eisenhower Avenue. I was 
in the store five minutes, re-
trieved the prescription and 
left. I made the error of park-
ing in the adjacent lot, at the 
Hoffman Town Center. Only 
about three cars were there 
before I arrived.

Sure, I was unaware that 
there were signs indicating 
parking was only available 
for the businesses in the cen-
ter-proper, but those business-
es were seemingly closed. And 
it is the only place to park, re-
ally. CVS doesn't seem to have 
any designated parking.

Anyway, on exit, I watched 
a tow truck absconding with 
my only transportation.

I flew across the street, like 
only fat, middle-aged men can, 

and stopped the driver, jump-
ing up and trying to enter the 
cab of the truck. He was upset 
that I'd touched his door han-
dle, although he was towing my 
car away.

He did me one good thing 
by releasing my car.

But what I think is pret-
ty awful is that it’s clear that 
only CVS customers are get-
ting targeted. No one else has 
a need to park there, and most 
of those customers are in need 
of medicine.

So, somebody's grandma, 
grandpa or just some poor in-
firm person, unable to bounce 
as well as I, is going to exit 
CVS and have a stroke because 
someone is lurking about, try-
ing to make a quick buck.

I just wanted people to 
know.

-Jeff States,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
Back in March, the mayor's 

office offered reserved spaces 
for pickup and carryout to ev-
ery restaurant in the city.  For 
those who weren't open for a 
while and may have forgot-
ten, all you have to do is call 
the mayor's office and they’ll 
make it happen.

I recently ordered from 
a restaurant on lower King 
Street, but when I arrived to 
pick up my order, the whole 
lower block was crammed with 
parked cars.

The restaurant told me 
people are ignoring the re-
served-space notices and 
parking anyway, even when 
asked not to.  I had to double 
park, blocking traffic, while 
the hard-working young man 
ran my bags to my car, sever-
al feet farther down where I 
could pull over slightly. 

I called the police to alert 
them to this problem and was 
told they cannot take the com-
plaint from me, even though it 
was I who was inconvenienced 
by it. They will only take it 
from the proprietor.

The result here is the city 
has offered a very nice situation 
for all of us, businesses and cus-
tomers, to help our business-
es stay in business.  But a few 
self-centered people ruin it for 
everyone else, and the police 
have other things to do. 

Please don't park in front of 
restaurants, posted or not. You 
all know take-out is the only 
way they can stay in business. 
If you see someone doing it, 
give them a kind reminder and 
hope they will be community 
spirited. But don't argue with 
them over it for sure.

-Pat Webb, Col. (ret.)
Alexandria

Predatory parking  
enforcement

Practice civility when 
you park

Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Unprecedented times call for 
unprecedented actions

There is no doubt that unprecedented 
times call for unprecedented actions. It is 
moments like this that call for innovation, 
creativity and flexibility in our communi-
ty like never before.

We have been teaching and learn-
ing from home in Alexandria City Public 
Schools for more than a month. We never 
thought that this would con-
tinue throughout the academic 
year – but the flip side is we also 
never realized how much we can 
do when the need arises and we 
are forced out of our comfort 
zones.

Our staff has been truly 
amazing. Together, we continue 
to grow and overcome obstacles 
during our coronavirus school 
closures. Serving all of our stu-
dents has been a key driver. It 
is easy for students to drop off the radar, 
not show up to virtual classes and not en-
gage with our teachers. However, we are 
ensuring our staff ensures students are 
engaged from home and providing neces-
sary support when needed. 

Our technology team has gone above 
and beyond to ensure that all students in 
grades three through 12 have Chrome-
books as well as accessibility technology 
online. When we closed our schools on 
March 13, our team had already started 
to develop a plan to make sure technology 
would not be a barrier for our students.

Now, a little more than six weeks into 
teaching and learning from home, our 
team has removed technology barriers 
and access for students in grades three 
through 12. Every student within ACPS 
has access to classes and every student 
in grades three through 12 has access to 
internet service that enables them to con-
tinue learning from home. 

Our student support teams – social 
workers, behavior interventionists, psy-
chologists and counselors – have con-
tinued to ensure that students show up 
in their virtual classrooms, know where 
to access needed support and have indi-
vidual learning plans created for them to 
ensure they meet their graduation goals.

Moreover, staff has worked hard to en-

sure no student is penalized by the school 
closures due to the pandemic with adop-
tion of our grading policy by the school 
board. This adopted grading policy has 
afforded students flexibility and no neg-
ative academic impact due to our school 
closures. 

Our teachers have stepped out of their 
comfort zones to create video 
lessons that continue to en-
gage our youngest students 
on both the ACPS-TV chan-
nel and the city’s channel 
each day. Specialists, through 
collaboration with our edu-
cators, have created learning 
activity packets that are sent 
to pre-kindergarten to second 
grade students' homes every 
couple of weeks to keep them 
engaged and excited.

In mid-May, the ACPS curriculum and 
instruction team, through collaboration 
with our educators, will launch the next 
phase of the Continuity of Learning Plan 
(3.0) that will focus on our teaching and 
learning for the summer. Meanwhile, our 
teachers have continued to teach and sup-
port our students in Zoom classes that the 
Washington Post recently held up as ex-
emplars.

We also have to thank our essential 
workers who have gone above and be-
yond to ensure our students are fed at this 
time of need and our buildings are being 
cleaned. Employees in other areas – in-
cluding security, transportation, school 
nutrition, maintenance, capital improve-
ments and finance – continue to work.

Also, our nurses have supported the 
Alexandria Health Department in their 
work to support and protect our entire 
community. ACPS has served up to 37,000 
meals a week since schools closed on 
March 13 at five school-based food dis-
tribution sites and five pop-up locations. 
It definitely takes planning, dedication, 
commitment and a belief that students 
can only learn when they are healthy and 
nourished. 

There is no doubt that this has been 
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To the editor: 
Each year in March, Alex-

andria’s high school seniors 
are waiting to hear from 
colleges and universities – 
looking for that magical fat 
envelope that says “Con-
gratulations! You’ve been ac-
cepted!” But there are many 
talented and hard-working 
Alexandria students who 
have a greater worry, and are 
thinking, “If I get accepted, 
how will I ever be able to af-
ford college?”

With two out of three 
families at T.C. Williams High 
School living near or below 
the federal poverty level and 
receiving aid for free or re-
duced-price lunch, the need 
for college scholarships in 
this community is extraordi-
nary. Each year, many bright, 
industrious Alexandria stu-
dents are accepted to college, 
but get left behind simply be-
cause they cannot afford the 
cost of tuition. 

The Scholarship Fund of 
Alexandria, a local non-profit 
based at T.C. Williams, works 
to make college affordable 
and accessible for all Alex-
andria students despite their 
financial need. Our general 
fund scholarships now pro-
vide four-year college schol-
arships of $3,000 a year to 
the students most in need to 
help them get a college de-
gree and a better chance for 
a lifetime of success. I know 
this because I’ve been on the 
board of the Fund since 2013. 
My wife Libby and I have been 
contributors for more than 
20 years, beginning when 
we sent the first of our three 
children to T.C. Williams. 

The Scholarship Fund has 
been approved by Virginia 
to receive “Select Tax Credit 
Status” and can offer its sup-
porters a 65 percent tax cred-
it for charitable contribu-
tions on their Virginia state 
income taxes. For example, if 
a person gives $10,000, they 
would receive a $6,500 tax 
credit to help pay their Vir-

ginia state tax bill. 
If they give appreciated 

securities or need to take a 
required minimum distri-
bution from their individu-
al retirement account they 
would save more, potentially 
a great deal more, on their 
taxes. In fact, we have re-
ceived an increased amount 
of credits from the state this 
year. More importantly, in-
vestments like these pay div-
idends for our community. 

Remember that tax cred-
its are different than deduc-
tions. Tax credits result in a 
dollar-for-dollar reduction in 
actual Virginia tax bills. In a 
few cases, tax credits, along 
with other tax laws, can re-
sult in zero-cost charitable 
giving – the credits may in 
fact help residents save more 
in taxes than the amount of 
the gift. For instance, the 
tax credits are applicable to 
donations of stock and ap-
preciable assets and can fully 
eliminate capital gains taxes.

With tax credits available, 
this is a terrific time to help 
students in our community 
from families that are strug-
gling to make ends meet, 
students who are the first in 
their family to apply to col-
lege, students whose parents 
work multiple jobs just to pay 
the rent and feed the family.  

The tax credits available 
to the Scholarship Fund are 
limited and will be awarded 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis throughout the spring. 
A special information ses-
sion on tax credit benefits 
and how to access them will 
be held on Sunday at the 
home of School Board Chair 
Cindy Anderson and her hus-
band Mark. Please contact 
the fund for information at 
scholarshipfund@acps.k12.
va.us or 703-824-6730.  Our 
team will be happy to pro-
vide you with details about 
the information session or 
the tax credit process. 

Support the Scholarship Fund Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Collaborating to beat coronavirus
Alexandria City Public Schools and the 

Alexandria Health Department always work 
closely together whenever there is a flu out-
break in a school. We already take precau-
tions to ensure that ACPS schools and offic-
es remain clean and hygienic at this time of 
year when we often see outbreaks of flu and 
other viruses. 

These efforts have been intensified with 
the arrival of coronavirus in the United 
States. We are working particularly closely 
right now to monitor our schools in order to 
detect any possible future cluster 
of the coronavirus and contain it 
before it spreads.

All ACPS schools are cleaned 
daily. All of our classrooms are dis-
infected every day, and frequently 
touched areas such as doorknobs, 
faucet handles and handrails are 
wiped down. Hard surfaces such 
as desk tops, are wiped down twice 
per week, while all restrooms in all 
schools are cleaned using a hospi-
tal grade disinfectant. Soap dis-
pensers are also being checked three times a 
day during school hours.

Hand sanitizer is already provided in ev-
ery elementary school classroom and will be 
made available as soon as it is accessible in 
common areas at all schools. All students 
and staff will be encouraged to either wash 
their hands or use hand sanitizer prior to 
eating. In addition, hand sanitizer will be 
available on school buses and school buses 
will be cleaned multiple times each week. 

Helping to keep our schools and our com-
munity virus-free must be a collaborative ef-
fort. Everyone must participate – students, 
staff, families, volunteers and anyone in the 
community. Washing hands frequently is 
the most effective way that you can do this, 
and regular soap is OK.

ACPS is part of a multi-agency, citywide 
committee that plans for any health-related 
pandemic. We have a pandemic action plan 
that is currently being revised and adapted 
to meet the specifics of coronavirus should 
there be an outbreak in Alexandria.

The plan addresses specific activities 
necessary to keep schools open and operat-
ing while providing a clean and safe environ-
ment during an outbreak and the essential 
functions that must be performed by ACPS 
if schools are closed. At present, we have no 
intention of closing schools and our overall 
goal is to do all we can to maintain continu-

ity of operations while minimizing student 
and staff exposure.

Should we need to, however, we have a 
plan in place to continue learning – using 
the Chomebooks and technology students 
already use on a daily basis to facilitate on-
line study sessions and lessons. 

We are beginning to see cases of COVID-19 
in the D.C. region and we will continue to 
monitor the situation closely and use this 
time to continue preparing. ACPS staff par-
ticipated in a day-long, health-related table 

top emergency exercise in Janu-
ary 2020 – well before the corona-
virus appeared to be an issue. In 
addition, we are in constant con-
tact with the Alexandria Health 
Department to make sure we are 
doing everything we can to be 
ready and implement the neces-
sary precautions.

ACPS is taking part in a vir-
tual information session on 
COVID-19 on Thursday from 8 
to 9 p.m. Residents can watch 

the question and answer session live on the 
ACPS Facebook page or on the city’s Face-
book page.

City Manager Mark Jinks; Dr. Stephen 
Haering, director of the Alexandria Health 
Department; and Dr. Rina Bansal, president 
of Inova Alexandria Hospital, will also be on 
the panel. If you miss the event live, you can 
catch it on the ACPS website at www.acps.
k12.va.us/coronavirus. This is easily accessi-
ble from the home page of the ACPS website.

In the meantime, there are simple things 
that everyone can do to help. Washing hands 
frequently with regular soap or hand sani-
tizer is the most effective way to prevent the 
spread of any virus. Avoid touching your face 
or shaking hands, cough into your sleeve or 
a tissue and throw away your tissue immedi-
ately after use.

Finally, please stay home when you are 
not well and do not send your children to 
school if they are ill. Anyone who has trav-
eled to one of the highly infected countries is 
being advised to stay home for 14 days when 
they return.

ACPS will continue to provide updates 
as the situation evolves. In the meantime, 
you can find updates at www.acps.k12.va.us/
coronavirus.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D

SEE SCHOLARSHIP | 32

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D
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Alexandria is known 
throughout the country for 
its brick aesthetic and its 
early devotion to historic 
preservation, but it has also 
long had buildings designed 
by superstar architects.  

We could start with Ben-
jamin Henry Latrobe’s de-
sign of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church. Or Alexandria na-
tive Glenn Brown's mark on 
his hometown with his de-
sign of 228 N. Columbus St. 
But this column will focus 
on two 20th century build-
ings.

First, let us remember the 
Albert Kahn-designed Ford 
Plant that graced Alexan-
dria’s waterfront from 1932 
to 1996. We also highlight 
Charles Goodman’s modern-
ist buildings both on Quaker 
Lane and the Hollins Hills 
neighborhood which serve as 
a reminder of one of the ma-
jor forces in architecture in 
the suburban D.C. metro area. 

Kahn is perhaps best 
known for his design of many 
buildings on the University 
of Michigan campus in the 
first decade of the 20th cen-

tury. While he is sometimes 
confused with Louis Kahn, 
another famous architect, 
his base of work was in Mich-
igan, not Pennsylvania.

Perhaps it should not be 
a surprise that his client in 
Alexandria was a Michigan 
company. The Ford Plant was 
unusual on the Alexandria 
waterfront because it was one 
of the few industrial build-
ings on the waterfront where 
the formal ornamented fa-
cade faced the Potomac Riv-
er rather than a street. This 
orientation was not typical 
of other industrial buildings 
that lined the waterfront and 
attracted special notice.

The working drawings for 
the Alexandria Ford Plant 

were completed by Kahn's 
office on Jan. 27, 1932, and 
the plant was occupied by 
the Ford Motor Company less 
than 10 months later on Oct. 
17 of that year. The Ford Plant 
represented the mature years 
of the work of Kahn. He had 
begun designing industrial 
buildings beginning in 1903, 
and 29 years had streamlined 
his design process.

The plant's structural 
system of a steel frame with 
butterfly trusses on a con-
crete slab supported by wood 
piers, use of brick veneer and 
its steel curtain wall win-
dows were all elements found 
on other industrial buildings 
by Kahn, as well as numer-
ous other firms. Ford used 
the plant until 1942 when 
the federal government req-
uisitioned it. The building 
was demolished in 1996. To-
day, the site is the residen-
tial neighborhood of Ford’s 
Landing.

A couple of decades after 
Kahn, prominent post-World 
War II architect Charles 
Goodman left Alexandria 
two important historic lega-

cies. The first was his person-
al residence at 514 N. Quaker 
Lane. Originally built around 
1870, Goodman purchased a 
Victorian farmhouse in 1946, 
and converted it into the In-
ternational Style.

The house is most notable 
for Goodman's use of glass on 
the exterior. Goodman also 
designed the Hollins Hills 
neighborhood, which is now 
designated a historic district. 
Perhaps building on the aes-
thetic of his residence, Hol-
lins Hills is a testament to 
Goodman’s modernist tastes, 
with 475 residences built in 
eight house types in 15 dif-
ferent combinations.

While the Ford plant is 
gone, perhaps you will enjoy 
viewing the houses left to us 
by Goodman – when we are 
allowed out of our residences. 
These buildings designed by 
Kahn and Goodman are proof 
that not every Alexandria 
architectural gem was built 
with red brick or in Old Town.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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This Week 
Do you agree with the decision by Gov. Ralph Northam 
and Northern Virginia's leaders to delay phase one 
reopening here by a minimum of two weeks?
A) Yes, we are definitely not ready yet.
B) No, it's time to reopen now.
C) Yes, though I still don't think we'll be ready in two weeks.
D) I'm not sure.

Last Week 
What do you think about Gov. Ralph Northam's plan to 
start reopening Virginia on May 15?
58% I don't like it. 
21% I like it. 
16% I'm not sure. 
5% I haven't seen it. 

Two superstar architects and their buildings

PHOTO/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
Kahn’s Ford Plant in the 1970s.

a challenging time for ACPS 
students, staff and fami-
lies. This crisis has shown 
how well we are serving 
all students during a world 
pandemic. Ensuring equi-
ty has never been so critical 
and this is a time when our 

students need us the most. 
ACPS staff have kept this 
goal at the forefront of all our 
plans, whether those plans 
are meal distribution or ac-
cess to technology. 

Not everything is per-
fect, of course, and we wish 
we could do some things 
better or differently. How-

ever, your support, encour-
agement, engagement and 
grace during these unprec-
edented times are greatly 
appreciated.

We are much better when 
we work collaboratively rath-
er than in isolation. We are 
very fortunate to have such 
an amazing school communi-

ty that genuinely cares about 
the wellbeing of our young 
people, staff and families.

Please stay healthy, stay 
safe and, most importantly, 
stay connected with ACPS.

The writer is superintendent 
of Alexandria City 

Public Schools.
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Weekly Words

BACK TALK by Gary Larson, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Bumbling person
4. Blot gently
9. Women at a square dance
13. Stake holder, perhaps?
19. Wanted-poster letters
20. Remove
21. Send out
22. Japanese dance drama
23. Nervous twitch
24. Something heard ... at a paint 

store?
26. Accustomed
27. Irritated state
29. Enjoyed a rink
30. ... on a movie set?
32. Moorehead of "Bewitched"
34. Parcel of land
36. Journalist Couric
37. Stan's comedy partner
39. '50s car feature
43. Device for a very public display 

of affection
47. Snorkeling spots
48. Voice below soprano
49. Big books
51. Lacto-___ vegetarian
52. Courteney of "Friends"
53. Carries
55. Lady ___ ("Million Reasons" 

singer)
56. It has a head and a claw

59. Venomous snake
60. Woolly mothers
61. Bygone Seattle team, informally
63. "It's a Wonderful Life" director
64. Sphere of influence
66. Guy, in Jamaica
67. No-no for Jack Sprat
68. Tugboat sounds
69. Butter type in lotion
71. ... at a clock tower?
75. Politician Feingold
76. Old West law group
78. Silent assent
79. Signs off on
80. Like some kitchens
82. One may be sore after a race
83. Horror film whose protagonist 

gets fused with an insect
85. Banjoist Fleck
86. Nickname that rhymes with Trey
89. Apt flowers for an optometrist's 

office?
91. Singer Fitzgerald
92. Church song
93. Sis or bro
94. Eastern way
95. Largest species of ray
97. Granny
98. Venue with many seats
100. Gets in harmony
103. Slung mud at
105. In bad condition, as a dog's 

coat

106. German philosopher Georg
108. Tall flightless bird
109. Minor star cluster?
111. ... at a support group?
115. Religious residence
118. Hit with snowballs
121. Lacking a musical key
122. ... at a seance?
125. Originally named
126. Dissolved substance
127. Picture problem
128. Without a clue
129. "You ___ never tell"
130. Aide
131. Wild plum
132. Like some logs
133. This clue, for the list of 

Across clues

DOWN
1. Overnight ___ (popular break-

fast)
2. Similar (to)
3. ... at a spa?
4. Certainly, slangily
5. Come to the surface
6. ... on a fishing trip?
7. Taj Mahal's continent
8. One often has an answer key
9. Live Aid co-founder Bob
10. French friend
11. "The Mod Squad" role
12. Hearty entree

13. Jumpy
14. Maui verandas
15. Takes advantage of, as a 

privilege
16. Doctor Zhivago
17. Just managed, with "out"
18. Ferris wheel, e.g.
25. "Is anyone in here?"
28. Pre-weekend shout
31. Purpose
33. Lipton rival
35. Tennessee NFL player
37. Killer whale
38. Warm, confident sorts, astro-

logically
40. Blonde or brown brews
41. The "I" of 28-Down
42. Request on some birthday 

party invites
44. ... in a chemistry lab?
45. Turns away
46. Swamp
50. Chinese gambling mecca
54. Night flyers
55. Venice vessel
57. Series of scenes
58. New Zealand language
61. Prince, to a queen
62. ... from Olympic skier Picabo?
65. Softens
66. Bygone Fords
69. Banana desserts
70. "Yippee!"

72. Andy on Bravo
73. Wild blue yonder
74. Ivy with a bulldog mascot
77. Before, poetically
81. Japanese floor covering
84. Moths are drawn to one
85. ___ of contention
87. Year indicator in a trunk
88. Where an Illinois-shaped Corn 

Flake sold for $1,350
90. Person committing traffic 

violations?
92. Vandalize, perhaps
96. Certain simians
97. Pacific island nation
99. Wood-shaping tool
101. Exercise that improves grip 

strength
102. It has 100 seats
104. Kingdom
107. Woolly babies
110. Ancient instruments
111. ATM output
112. ___-Missouria Tribe
113. Survey
114. Water source
116. Mosque figure
117. "Beetle Bailey" pooch
119. No-no for Jack Sprat's wife
120. Watch over
123. Twosome
124. Mother's Day month

DORIS BEATTY (94), of Alexandria, April 17, 2020

NANCY G. DYMENT (88), formerly of Alexandria, May 7, 2020

VIRGINIA HARRISON (89), formerly of Alexandria, April 

30, 2020

DEBORAH HORTON (55), formerly of Alexandria, May 5, 2020

CHERYL REED (75) of Alexandria, April 26, 2020

BEATRICE SHOEMAKER (93), of Alexandria, May 4, 2020

CAROLYN THOMAS (79), of Alexandria, May 3, 2020

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
ONLINE AUCTION ALERT – 
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
AND TRUCKS. Bid online 
at motleys.com from Fri., 
May 22 – Tues., May 26 
at 11 a.m. Equipment to 
sell? Now accepting quality 
consignments! Motleys 
Industrial  | 877-MOTLEYS | 
MOTLEYS.COM | VA16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions to reach Homeowners. 
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

Vinyl Replacement Double 
Hung Window $249* Installed 
w/Free Trim Wrap. Call 804-739-
8207. Siding, Roofing and More!

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

ABANDONED FARMLAND - 8 
acres - southern Virginia near 
Danville. Part wooded, several 
old tobacco fields, quiet 
neighbors (adjoins historic 
cemetery). Only $36,000 - I’ll 
finance. 434-534-1681

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 

(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com

FOR SALE
Cemetery lot for sale 
Sold out section of Mount 
Comfort..[Stratford] ..Lot #5 
Site # 4 [Roadside]..appraised 
at $5100 plus $150.00 
transfer fee...for sale Firm price 
of  : $4600 included is transfer 
fee...SERIOUS RESPONSE 
ONLY...E-Mail : paymeinfull@
att.net or 912-412-6000

FOR SALE
Mt Comfort Cemetery 
Garden of Devotion
Side-by-side double depth lawn 
crypts #551 & #565
Vaults installed
$8000.  Serious inquires only
571-283-9163

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Dr. James Aria is retiring 
from the practice of medicine 
effective June 1, 2020 due to 
being in a high-risk age group 
for coronavirus. The office 
location and phone lines will 
be open for the foreseeable 
future and patients 
can contact the same 
number 703-461-7500 for 
information. Many thanks to 
my patients and colleagues 
and I wish them best health 
and happiness in the future. 
James Aria MD

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

The Board of Architectural Review 
(BAR) will hold an Electronic 
Public Hearing on WEDNESDAY, 
June 3, 2020 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
to review the following item(s):

BAR #2020-00075 OHAD
Request for alterations at 408 North 
Union Street
Applicant: Elizabeth Reno

BAR #2020-00100 OHAD
Request for alterations at 804 South 
Lee Street
Applicants: Eugene Smith & Laura 
Doyle

BAR #2020-00101 OHAD
Request for alterations at 419 South 
Royal Street
Applicant: Old Presbyterian Meet-
ing House

BAR #2020-00111 OHAD
Request for alterations at 510 Wolfe 
Street
Applicants: Peter C. Labovitz & 
Sharon M. Labovitz as Tenants by 
the Entirety

BAR #2020-00115 OHAD
Request for alterations at 728 South 
Washington Street
Applicant: Washington Jefferson 
LLC

BAR #2020-00079 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ en-
capsulation at 612 South Lee Street
Applicants: Daniel B. & Sarah M. 
Lipson

BAR #2020-00078 OHAD
Request for addition at 612 South 
Lee Street
Applicants: Daniel B. & Sarah M. 
Lipson

BAR #2020-00105 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ en-
capsulation at 630 South Pitt Street
Applicants: Ivar & Rana Draganja

BAR #2020-00104 OHAD
Request for addition at 630 South 
Pitt Street
Applicants: Ivar & Rana Draganja

BAR #2020-00108 OHAD
Request for alterations at 609 Prin-
cess Street
Applicants: Richard G. & Susan C. 
Bosland

BAR #2020-00120 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ en-
capsulation at 417 South Lee Street
Applicants: John & Fiona Moran

BAR #2020-00142 OHAD
Request for new building at 1300 & 
1310 King Street
Applicant: 1300 King, LLC

BAR #2020-00143 OHAD
Request for demolition and encap-

sulation at 210 Wilkes Street
Applicants: John & Bridget Weaver

BAR #2020-00138 OHAD
Request for addition and alterations 
at 210 Wilkes Street
Applicants: John & Bridget Weaver

BAR #2020-00145 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 318 South Fairfax 
Street
Applicants: John & Susan Nelson

BAR #2020-00144 OHAD
Request for addition & alterations 
at 318 South Fairfax Street
Applicants: John & Susan Nelson

BAR #2020-00148 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 277 South Wash-
ington Street
Applicant: 277 South Washington 
Street, LLC

BAR #2020-00139 OHAD
Request for alterations at 277 South 
Washington Street
Applicant: 277 South Washington 
Street, LLC

BAR #2020-00150 OHAD
Request for partial demolition and 
encapsulation at 919 Prince Street
Applicant: Joey Pizzano Memorial 
Fund

BAR #2020-00149 OHAD
Request for alterations at 919 Prince 
Street
Applicant: Joey Pizzano Memorial 
Fund

BAR #2019-00556 OHAD
Request for concept review at 912, 
916 & 920 King Street
Applicant: Galena Capital Partners

BAR #2019-00557 OHAD
Request for concept review at 116 
South Henry Street
Applicant: Galena Capital Partners

Due to the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic emergency, the June 3, 2020 
meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(3), the 
Continuity of Government ordi-
nance adopted by the City Council 
on April 18, 2020 or Sections 
4-0.00(g) in HB29 and HB30 to 
undertake essential business. All of 

Classifieds
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In loving memory of 
Hugo Fregnan.

He was born in Paris, 
France on Jan. 9, 1926 and 
passed on May 13, 2019 with 
his wife, Shellie, at his side.  

Hugo came to Ameri-
ca in 1957 and opened his 
first restaurant, Maison des 
Crepes, in Georgetown in 
1967. He purchased a build-
ing in Old Town, Alexandria 
in 1972, and opened another 
Maison des Crepes restau-
rant, which he ran with his 
partner, Serge Barbe.

Hugo is survived by his 
beloved wife, Shellie, of al-
most 55 years, his son Hugh 

Fregnan, his daughter-in-
law Anne Claire Chaufour 
Fregnan, granddaughter 
Savanna Fregnan and niece 
Janine Leygonie. 

OBITUARY
Hugo Fregnan

COURTESY PHOTO

the members of the Board and staff 
are participating from remote loca-
tions through Zoom Webinar. This 
meeting is being held electronically, 
unless a determination is made that 
it is safe enough to be held in per-
son in the City Council Chamber 
at 301 King Street, Alexandria, VA. 
Electronic access will be provided 
in either event. The meeting can 
be accessed by the public through: 
broadcasted live on the government 
channel 70, streaming on the City’s 
website and can be accessed via 
Zoom by the following the link:

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_QH0cyqVmR1qG9JH8sxsuiQ 

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial: 301-715-8592;
Webinar ID: 973 1298 9534
Password: 749905

Public comment will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Lia Nie-
bauer at lia.niebauer@alexandriava.
gov or make public comments 
through the conference call on the 
day of the hearing. 

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711. 

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets.

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
 Monday, June 8, 2020 - 7:00 PM

Information about this item may 
be obtained from the Department 
of Planning & Zoning,
301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: 703.746.4666 or on the 
City’s website at alexandriava.
gov/dockets.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandem-

ic emergency, the June 8, 2020 
meeting of the Board of Zoning 
Appeals (BZA) is being held elec-
tronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(3), 
the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on April 18, 2020 or 
Sections 4-0.00(g) in HB29 and 
HB30 to undertake essential 
business. All members of the 
Board and staff are participating 
from remote locations through 
Zoom Webinar. This meeting is 
being held velectronically, unless 
a determination is made that it is 
safe enough to be held in person 
in the City Council Chamber 
at 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
VA. Electronic access will be 
provided in either event. This 
meeting can be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government channel 70, 
streaming on the City's website, 
and can be accessed via Zoom by 
the following link:

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_7ENlf5ekStWUd6Bx-
RA6wAw

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 955 6900 8232
Password: 285594

Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in
advance to Kaliah Lewis at 
kaliah.lewis@alexandriava.gov or 
make public comments
through the conference call on 
the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

Electronic Participation Policy 
for Board of Zoning Appeals 
Hearing 

BZA #2020-00001
1420 Key Drive
Public Hearing and consideration 
of an Appeal of a zoning violation 
warning for a sign; zoned: R-20/
Single-Family.
Applicant: Vinson Brett Melvin

BZA #2020-00002
107 East Windsor Avenue

Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Special Excep-
tions to construct a second-story 
addition and to increase the 
height of an existing front porch 
in the required side yard; zoned: 
RB/Townhouse.
Applicants: Jonathan Renard and 
Kari McNair, Represented by 
Christopher Tucker

BZA #2020-00004
2403 Burke Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Excep-
tion to construct a second-story 
rear addition in the required rear 
yard; zoned: R-2-5/Single and 
Two-Family.
Applicant: Kellyn Quill, Repre-
sented by Shane Heath

BZA #2020-00006
413 North Washington Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Variances from 
open space, front, rear and side 
setbacks to convert a building 
used for office to a single-family 
residential dwelling; zoned: CL/
Commercial Low.
Applicants: Gwendolyn Jo and 
Ronald L. Carlberg

BZA #2020-00007
3117 Circle Hill Road
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Excep-
tion to construct a second-story 
addition in the required side yard 
setback; zoned: R-8/Single Family.
Applicants: Timothy and Dana 
Born

BZA #2020-00008
320 East Monroe Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Variance to con-
struct a second-story addition in 
the required secondary front yard 
facing DeWitt Avenue; zoned: 
R-2-5/Single and Two-Family.
Applicant: Katherine L. Gerhard

BZA #2020-00009
1300 North Royal Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of an Appeal of the Director’s 
determination that GenOn does 
not qualify as an appellant under 
City Zoning Ordinance Section 
11-1708(D)(1); zoned: UT/Utili-
ties and Transportation.  
Applicant: GenOn Potomac Riv-
er, LLC c/o Williams Mullen

where we have high-densi-
ty apartments, where we've 
distributed Meals on Wheels 
[and] where the other ALIVE! 
activities have taken place.”

The last effort the CARES 
money would fund is a small 
business support plan. 

The grants will be avail-
able for eligible businesses 
with two to 100 employees. 
The businesses will have to 
meet certain criteria, such 
as having a business license 
and being located within the 
City of Alexandria. They also 
must demonstrate accept-
able use of the grant funds.

“We really want busi-
nesses to demonstrate to us 
that they will use this mon-
ey to facilitate the success-
ful reopening or rescaling 
of their business,” Stepha-
nie Landrum, president and 

chief executive officer of 
the AEDP, said. 

The grant size will align 
with the size of the busi-
ness. Businesses with two to 
24 employees could receive 
up to $10,000, 25 to 49 up to 
$15,000 and 50 to 100 up to 
$20,000. 

Council approved the 
three plans unanimously. 

“I really appreciate the 
thought that has gone into 
all of these areas. There's 
clearly been a lot of innova-
tion occurring,” Wilson said. 
“We were definitely not the 
first [to] roll all this out, but I 
think that was actually really 
beneficial, because we were 
able to kind of learn from 
what others were doing and 
really structure a program 
that takes the best from a lot 
of folks and I think is going to 
help us best recover.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

FUNDING FROM | 5
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MY VISION IS

STILL

2020
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS  

OF SERVICE TO MY CLIENTS 

AND MY COMMUNITY!

Janet Caterson Price
Alexandria Real Estate Specialist  |  NVAR Lifetime Top Producer 
703.622.5984  |  janet@janetpricehomes.com  |  janetpricehomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

SOLD
6202 Foxcroft Road

Belle Haven

SOLD
6104 Vernon Terrace 

Belle Haven

SOLD
6026 Fort Hunt Road

Belle Haven

LISTINGS SOLD IN 2020

SOLD
12743 Chapel Street 

Clifton

UNDER CONTRACT
1824 Duffield Lane 

Belle Haven on the Green

Coming Soon:  
Amazing properties  

in Belle Haven  
and Wessynton!

6002 Grove Drive
Belle Haven

Offered at $1,195,000 

2201 Windsor Road
Belle Haven

Offered at $1,695,000 

Temporarily Off Market - Call for Details

1200 Crystal Dr, #1413 & 1414
 National Landing

Offered at $1,499,000 

Temporarily Off Market - Call for Details


