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INSIDE

Positive cases much high-
er in low-income, Hispanic 
neighborhood
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

It started with a headache and 
a little bit of a sore throat. It was 
late March and Silsa Ortiz de Cat-
alan thought her allergies were 
kicking in.

Three days later, on March 28, 
de Catalan started feeling worse. 
Her headache and sore throat 
persisted, and now she had the 
chills. Two days later, she had a fe-
ver. By the time de Catalan tested 
positive for COVID-19 on April 8, 
her two children were starting to 
show the same symptoms.

“We were all having the same 
symptoms, and we were all pos-
itive,” de Catalan said through a 
translator. “I was really frustrated 
and sad, and it was frightening. 
And our symptoms just kept on 
getting worse and worse through-
out the process. I was really con-
cerned because one of my children 
has asthma and all three of us were 
positive.”

De Catalan’s story is one of 
many in the Chirilagua neighbor-
hood that, unfortunately, share 
the same symptoms: illness, job 
loss, economic anxiety. 

Community spread
A largely low-income, Hispan-

ic neighborhood, Chirilagua, a 
nickname for Arlandria, has expe-
rienced community spread of the 

virus on a greater level than most 
other neighborhoods in the city 
and areas of the state.

Ethnicity and zip code data 
released by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health paint a bleak pic-
ture for some of the city’s most 
vulnerable populations, including 
the Hispanic and Latino residents 
of Chirilagua. 

In Alexandria, 59 percent of re-
ported COVID-19 cases, 728 of the 
city’s cases identified by ethnicity, 
were associated with Hispanic or 
Latino residents, while 41 percent, 
505 reported cases, were identified 
as non-Hispanic or Latino, accord-
ing to May 20 VDH data.

The two zip codes entirely 
within the City of Alexandria with 
the highest positive test rates are 
22305 and 22304, which have the 
highest populations of Hispanic 
and Latino residents in the city.

Hispanic or Latino residents 
make up about 36.4 percent of the 
22305 zip code, which includes Ar-
landria/Chirilagua and the north-
ern part of Potomac Yard, accord-
ing to zip-codes.com. Almost half 
of the 922 people tested in this zip 
code, 47.3 percent, tested positive 
for COVID-19 as of May 19, accord-
ing to VDH zip code data. 

The 22304 zip code has a posi-
tivity rate of 25.4 percent. But His-
panic or Latino residents make up 
a much smaller percentage, 12.6 
percent, of 22304’s total popula-
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Funerals
A look into how COVID-19 
has impacted death care.
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Christine Roland Garner
Wishing You A Happy 

Memorial Day!
The time to sell is now. Let me put my 32 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

Updated and ex-
panded 3 bedroom, 

2.5 bath 1920’s 
Bungalow with 

detached studio/
garage with Metro 

access!  Living 
room with wood 
burning fireplace 

and separate 
dining room. 

Light filled family 
room and gourmet kitchen with adjoining mud room 
and half bath.  Three upper level bedrooms and 2 full 
baths including the Master suite with en suite bath. 
Upper level laundry room,  unfinished lower level 

with access to the landscaped yard with deck.

DEL RAY

$1,055,000 – Coming Soon

Lovely updated 4 bedroom, 2 bath brick split level home on a cul de sac with off street parking,  large 
fenced yard and over 2100 sq. ft. of living space!  Light filled living room and separate dining room with 
access to deck. Kitchen with Quartz counters and SS appliances. Three upper level bedrooms with a full 

bath including the Master with 3 closets.  Lower level  family room with gas fireplace, full bath, 4th 
bedroom and laundry room walks out to the fenced yard with sports court, custom shed and lawn.

SEMINARY VALLEY

$635,000

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

Beautifully updated 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath colonial with a fabulous detached studio! Steps to  shopping and restaurants on “The Avenue”, blocks to METRO!  
Living room with gas fireplace and adjacent study and a half bath. Dining room opens to a gourmet kitchen with granite counters and breakfast bar.  Three 

upper level bedrooms and 2 full baths including the Master suite with en suite bath and laundry room. Unfinished lower level, freshly painted interior,  
replacement windows and gorgeous yard with custom patio.

DEL RAY

$999,000
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City goes five days without new COVID-19 fatalities

ACPS honors teacher, 
principal and support 
staffer of the year

This week, COVID-19 
cases continued to rise in 
Alexandria , as the num-
ber of total positive report-
ed cases hit 1,577, as of the 
Times print deadline. How-
ever, there have been no new 
deaths due to the virus since 
May 15, with the total num-
ber of fatalities remaining at 
34 since last Friday.

Over the past week, the 
number of reported cas-
es increased by 228, rising 
from 1,349 to 1,577, as of 
the Times print deadline. 
One of the most significant 

increases in recent weeks 
occurred from May 15 to 16, 
when the number of report-
ed cases climbed by 64, from 
1,396 to 1,460.

The Alexandria Health 
Department is also moni-
toring for a rare pediatric 
condition possibly linked to 
COVID-19 that has begun to 
appear in the U.S. and other 
countries.

Symptoms of the condi-
tion – Multisystem Inflam-
matory Syndrome in Chil-
dren, or MIS-C – include a 
multi-day fever, sluggish-

ness, abdominal pain with 
no explanation, diarrhea, 
vomiting, rash, an enlarged 
lymph node on one side of 
the neck and swollen hands 
or feet, according to the re-

lease.
The AHD advises resi-

dents to call their doctor 
immediately if their child 
shows symptoms, especially 
a continued fever. If a child 

is severely ill, the AHD 
recommends taking them 
to the nearest emergency 
room.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Alexandria City Public 
Schools are closed and op-
erating via remote learning 
for the rest of the school 
year, but the school divi-
sion took the time to name 
three outstanding members 
of ACPS in an online post on 
Monday.

Ashley Sandoval, a phys-
ical education teacher at 
Cora Kelly School for Math, 
Science and Technology, 
was named teacher of the 
year, in part due to her ef-
forts to expand swimming 
lessons to every fourth 

grader at the Title I school.
PreeAnn Johnson, prin-

cipal at James K. Pol Ele-
mentary School, was named 
principal of the year for all 
work she has done to raise 
“the academic bar at Polk 
year after year,” according 
to the post.

Finally, Andrew Sharpe, 
a building engineer at T.C. 
Williams High School’s 
Minnie Howard campus and 
former Titan himself, was 
honored as support staffer 
of the year.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Lovely 2 bedroom, 2 bath, with den   
(1525 sq ft) and large enclosed patio in sought 
after Montebello condominium + numerous 
amenities!   New hardwood floors, renovated 

kitchen & baths, recent windows, French doors, 
HVAC and many custom features & a  garage 
parking space  Beautifully kept & maintained! 

 $549,900

©2020 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed 
trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

5901 Mount Eagle Drive
Unit 114 

Alexandria, VA 22303

Licensed in VA, MD and DC  | Associate Broker    
TTR Sothebey’s International Realty    
400 South Washington Street, Alex., Va.  22314
703 408 1152 | dmurphy@ttrsir.com

Diane G. Murphy, Ph.D 

Face coverings now  
required on public transit

Metro and DASH stepped 
up their safety measures on 
Monday, making face cover-
ings and masks required for 
those traveling in Metro sta-
tions and on trains and buses, 
according to a news release.

Acceptable face coverings 
include bandanas, scarves, 

cloth masks or homemade 
face coverings made from 
t-shirts or other materials. 
Per Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
(D-VA) executive order, pub-
lic transit is open for “essen-
tial travel” only, according 
to the release.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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tion even though there are 
more total Hispanic or Lati-
no residents in 22304: 6,794 
Hispanic or Latino residents 
reside in 22304, according to 
zip-codes.com, out of a total 
population of 54,003, accord-
ing to zip code data released 
by VDH. In zip code 22305, 
there are 5,861 Hispanic or 
Latinos out of 16,095 total 
residents. 

Preexisting conditions
While Chirilagua’s num-

bers are not representative 
of the city’s entire Hispan-
ic or Latino population, nor 
the zip code’s entire resident 
population, the data paints a 

disastrous picture for a com-
munity that was already on 
the receiving end of inequi-
table policies, Ingris Moran, 
lead organizer for Tenants 
and Workers United, said.

“… It was no surprise to us 
because we know that those 
communities, such as ours, 
there are immigrants that 
are uninsured, there’s the 
[community] members that 
don’t have access to quality 
and affordable healthcare,” 
Moran said.

In Chirilagua, the virus 
has exacerbated many of the 
underlying anxieties that 
Hispanic and low-income res-
idents were already feeling 
and revealed socioeconomic 
problems that existed well 

before the pandemic.
“Ultimately, the reasons 

that these patients are at 
greater risk are because of 
underlying economic issues,” 
Dr. Basim Khan, executive 
director of Neighborhood 
Health, said. “They live in 
crowded conditions because 
of the cost of living in North-
ern Virginia. A lot of times 
they work low-income jobs 
that reduces their economic 
security and means it’s more 
difficult for them to take time 
off work or they don’t get paid 
leave. They have to rely on 
public transport.”

Chirilagua residents like 
de Catalan, who worked as a 
cleaner, were given the near-
ly impossible choice between 
employment and economic 
security or health and safety.

When de Catalan first 
started experiencing her 
symptoms, she told her boss 
that she would need to self-iso-
late at home. Her symptoms – 
and her childrens’ symptoms 
– got worse, to the point that 
she started to imagine a par-
ent’s worst nightmare.

“We were all throwing up. 
This had never happened be-

fore. I have two children, one 
is 16 and one is 19, and I was 
thinking, ‘If something hap-
pens to me, what will happen 
to them?’” de Catalan said.

After she tested positive, 
de Catalan’s employer gave 
her two weeks of leave and 
told her that she would have 
to come back after those two 
weeks or else she would lose 
her job. The doctors told de 
Catalan that she would need 
at least 40 days to fully recov-

er. She heeded their advice 
and decided she was better 
served staying home to re-
cover.

“I think that’s my respon-
sibility, is to not go to work 
and infect other people but to 
be completely healthy rather 
than to go back and infect oth-
ers,” de Catalan said. “That’s 
my responsibility and I’m not 
an irresponsible person.”

CHIRILAGUA FROM | 1

SEE CHIRILAGUA | 11

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN 
Neighborhood Health launched its first community testing site on 
Saturday.
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to 
solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

5937 TE LEG R APH R D |  ALEX AN D R IA
5 Bed | 4F 2H Bath | $4,500,000

639 S  CO LU M B U S ST |  ALEX AN D R IA
2 Bed | 1F 1H Bath | $589,000

329 N WAS H I N GTO N ST |  ALEX AN D R IA
7 Bed | 5F 1H Bath | $2,950,000

602 N OVE R LOO K D R |  ALEX AN D R IA
4 Bed | 3F 1H Bath | $979,900

308 N CO LU M B U S ST |  ALEX AN D R IA
4 Bed | 2F 1H Bath | $1,325,000

524 G I B BO N ST |  ALEX AN D R IA
2 Bed | 2F 1H Bath | $949,900

319 S  U N I O N ST |  ALEX AN D R IA
3 Bed | 2F 1H Bath | $1,885,000

Despite these challenging times, the Alexandria real estate market 
remains very strong.  For sellers, the lack of inventory means 
effectively marketed homes sell faster and for top dollar. For buyers, 
the continued low interest rates mean more purchasing power. We 
have safely listed and sold multiple properties during this time, and 
we would love to help you.  Let us know how we can be of assistance. 

Dayna and Kerry
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DAYNA BLUMEL 
& KERRY ADAMS

D: 703.597.2252 | K: 703.587.7841
dayna.blumel@compass.com
kerry.adams@compass.com
BlumelAdams.com

Offering Exceptional Service in 
Every Price Range

Washingtonian Top Agents 2015-2019

join.compass.com compass.com
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The new customer care system will offer you the 
following features and choices:
• Paperless billing to reduce waste and help our environment.  
• Additional Auto-Pay options that offer flexibility and convenience.  
• Usage graphs, easy online bill access, and self-service options to 
give you more control over managing your account. 
• Archived bills that you can review and access anytime. 
• A new online portal that you can access 24/7 from your home 
computer, smartphone, or tablet.
• Transactions without fees for Auto-Pay, paper check, money order, 
and bank portal payments. Other options, depending on payment 
methods, will have varying transaction fees.  

AlexRenew will launch 
a new Customer Care 
Billing System in June! 
Are You Ready for 
the Switch?

Questions? Email us at billing@alexrenew.com, call us 
at 703-549-3383, or visit AlexRenew.com to learn more. 

On June 1, 2020, AlexRenew will introduce an improved 
customer care and billing system that will make it easier 
to pay your wastewater bill and manage your account. The 
myAlexRenew Customer Care Portal will create a more 
user-friendly experience with additional billing and payment 
features, including paperless billing, improved online access, 
Auto-Pay, usage graphs, and additional payment options to 
make bill-paying more convenient. 

Sign up for Auto-Pay by May 27 to be automatically registered 
to the myAlexRenew Customer Care Portal or log-in to pay 
your bill at alexrenew.com after June 1 to register. 

Rollicking 
Ronan
Ronan is a furry ball of fun and will make his forever 
family laugh all day. He has so much love to give!

Due to COVID-19 we are only doing 
adoptions by appointment. For more 
information contact King Street Cats: 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Restaurateur opened 
the family-run estab-
lishment with his wife 
in 1983
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Jean-François Chaufour, 
founder of Le Refuge, a be-
loved local French restau-
rant, died on May 1 from on-
going health complications. 
He was 67.

Chaufour opened Le Ref-
uge at 127 N. Washington 
St. with his wife, Francoise, 
in 1983, seven years after 
immigrating to the United 
States. The restaurant – and 
his family – were his main 
passions in life. 

“That was what he always 
wanted to do, was open his 
own restaurant,” Anne-Claire 
Chaufour-Fregnan, Chau-
four’s daughter, said. 

Chaufour was born on 
June 7, 1952 to Gisele and 
Roger Chaufour. He grew up 
in Tavers, France, the old-
est of four siblings, then left 

home at 18 years old to work 
in the hotel industry. After 
working in England and Ger-
many, he ended up at Hotel 
du Cap-Eden-Roc in at An-
tibes, France, one of the most 
prestigious hotels in the 
South of France at the time. 

“He was basically the chief 
of room service, so when he 
was down there, he actual-
ly was responsible when the 
Beatles came into town, when 

Sean Connery, when he was 
the 007 guy. It was different 
things like that. John Len-
non actually sang him ‘Hap-
py Birthday’ on the piano,” 
Anne-Claire said. 

In 1976, Chaufour and 
his wife decided to move to 
America. 

“Him and my mom left 
France with $1,000, two 

Jean-François Chaufour,  
founder of Le Refuge, dies at 67

SEE CHAUFOUR | 7

COURTESY PHOTOS 
Top: Jean-François Chaufour with his daughter, Anne-Claire.
Bottom: Chaufour with his best friend, Hugo Fregnan.
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Jeanne Warner
+1 703 980 9106  

jwarner@ttrsir.com  

Old Town Alexandria Brokerage
400 S Washington Street,  

Alexandria, VA  

1804 Hunting Cove Place
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22307

Updated  Classic Belle Haven Colonial 

Offering Potomac River and golf course views, 
five bedrooms, four and one half
baths, gracious formal rooms, family room
with a fireplace adjoining an updated
kitchen with granite counters and top of the line 
appliances, professionally landscaped grounds 
and a fabulous screened porch.

Offered at $1,325,000

©2020 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to 
Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

suitcases and one phone 
number in Georgetown,” 
Anne-Claire said.

The couple quickly put 
down roots in the restaurant 
industry, Chaufour working 
at Le Gaulois in Washington 
D.C. When they decided to 
open their own restaurant, 
Chaufour had a vision to cre-
ate “a cozy restaurant where 
people could come and relax,” 
Anne-Claire said – essential-
ly, a refuge. 

“He never wanted a big 
restaurant,” Anne-Claire 
said. “He wanted to create a 
fine dining restaurant with 
a casual atmosphere, and 
his number one go-to was a 
menu that never changed. 
That menu has been the 
same for 37 years.”

The restaurant was Chau-
four’s pride and joy. With 
Anne-Claire born just two 
months after its opening, the 
establishment has been fam-
ily-oriented from the start. 

“He put his heart and 
soul into that restaurant,” 
Shellie Fregnan, Chaufour’s 
longtime friend and Anne-
Claire’s mother-in-law, said. 
“The number of years that 
they have been there, and 
now they’re lucky enough to 
have Anne-Claire who’s tak-
ing it over. It was a family af-
fair, no question.”

The interior of Le Refuge 
captures Chaufour’s passion 
for French culture, decorated 
with Beaujolais nouveau post-

ers, bottles of wine, cheese 
boxes and other knick knacks 
he collected over the years. 

“My dad was so French,” 
Anne-Claire said. “He 
smoked cigarettes, he drank 
wine, very laid back. And all 
of his employees could tell 
you he never yelled. He was 
super quiet and was always 
a gentleman. … He was very 
shy, and then, when he got 
to know you, he was actually 
quite the jokester.”

Anne-Claire joked that 
her mother was the loud one. 

“During Bastille Day she’d 
come in and sing the Marseil-
laise and my dad would go, 
‘Oh my God, there goes your 
mother again,’ My mom was 
really the personality that 
was expressed at the Refuge, 
but he was always there. He 
was always in the background 
cheering her on,” she said. 

Chaufour often spent time 
working at the restaurant in 
the kitchen and front of house. 

“The way they treated 
their customers, I think, was 
the key to it,” Shellie said of 
Le Refuge’s lasting success in 
Alexandria. “They went out 
of their way to make sure that 
they knew exactly what their 
customers liked. … It was just 
a very, very comfortable set-
ting to walk into.” 

Chaufour was also pas-
sionate about his employees. 

“I think one thing that 
he was really proud of was 
that a lot of the people that 
worked for my dad back in the 
day opened really success-

ful restaurants,” Anne-Claire 
said. “He really enjoyed other 
people being successful. That 
just makes him happy. It was 
never, ‘Oh they’re my compe-
tition.’ Oh my gosh, he was so 
proud of them.”

Chaufour was preceded in 
death by his parents, Roger 
and Gisele Chaufour, and his 

wife, Francoise Chaufour, who 
died of cancer on July 17, 2011. 

He is survived by his 
three sisters, Marie-Christine 
Camus, Catherine Chaufour 
and Anne-Emmanuelle Chau-
four; his daughter Anne-Claire 
Chaufour-Fregnan; his son-in-
law, Hugh Fregnan; his grand-
daughter Savanna Fregnan, 

four other grandchildren and 
several nieces and nephews. 

Due to the coronavirus, 
memorial services will be held 
at a later time, but there will be 
a celebration of life at the Wa-
terford in Springfield, Virginia 
and then Chaufour will be laid 
to rest in Tavers, France.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

CHAUFOUR FROM | 6

COURTESY PHOTOS 
The interior of Le Refuge, the French restaurant Jean-François 
Chaufour founded with his wife in 1983.
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On April 25, 2020, Laird 
(Larry) Wilvin Stanton, lov-
ing brother, passed away at 
age 75 in Alexandria.

Laird was born in Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri the first son 
of Frank and Ruth (Jorl) Stan-
ton.  He traveled the world 
as part of a U.S. Air Force 
family. Laird graduated from 
the University of Colorado 
at Boulder on a NROTC full 
scholarship with a degree in 
Electrical Engineering and 
a U.S. Navy officer commis-
sion. He earned his Naval 
Aviator Wings, served on an 
aircraft carrier off of Viet-
nam, and then used his love 
of radio-controlled airplanes 
to earn advanced degrees in 
electrical engineering at the 
Navy Postgraduate School in 
Monterey, California.

Immediately upon his 
honorable discharge, Laird 
joined the civil service and 
returned to the Pentagon, ul-
timately managing Research 
and Development projects. 
He also joined the Naval Re-
serve where he attained the 
rank of Navy Captain. Laird 

continued his love of flying 
for 27 years with the Nation-
al Capitol Wing and the Vir-
ginia Wing of the Civil Air 
Patrol where he earned the 
Colonel Costello N. Robin-
son, CAP Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in 2015.  Laird 
also volunteered with the 
maintenance and operation 
of the museum Liberty Ship 
SS John W. Brown in Balti-
more, Maryland.

Laird was preceded in 
death by his parents. He is 
survived by his loving com-
panion Joyce Canary; his 
brothers Gregg, Frank and 
Keith; his nephew Eric; his 
niece Nicole, as well as sever-
al cousins.  No local funeral 
service is planned.

Joseph Stanley Dorobia-
la of Alexandria, known as 
Joe by his friends and family, 
passed away May 1, 2020.  Joe 
had resided for many years in 
Alexandria’s West End with 
his partner Gary Vandiver. 
Joe was renowned as an avid 
gardener, gourmet cook, ani-
mal lover and good friend to 
many neighbors.

Joe was born at Ft. Meade, 
Maryland. As a son of a career 
army father, he grew up living 
in many states and overseas. 
Joe graduated from Pine For-
est High School in Fayette-
ville, North Carolina in 1966, 
and joined the Navy, again 
traveling extensively around 
the world. After receiving an 
honorable discharge, he re-
turned to Fayetteville where 
he studied and qualified as 
an architectural draftsman in 
1973. Joe worked as a drafts-
man in Pinehurst, North Car-
olina for several years, before 
deciding that drafting wasn’t 
his life’s calling. He then 
moved to Raleigh, North Car-
olina where he worked as di-
rector of training of the wine 

cellar wait staff at the Angus 
Barn Restaurant, a local land-
mark. After retiring he moved 
to Virginia.

Joe loved life. He knew 
no stranger, and he instant-
ly brightened the lives of all 
he met.  He was an excellent 
cook and many of his meals 
– especially those prepared 
on holidays – were legendary, 
multi-course extravaganzas 
featuring southern comfort 
food. Family, friends and even 
workmen on neighborhood 
projects gathered eagerly as 
guests at Joe’s table. His noto-
rious recipe for collard greens 
begins with an unapologetic 
“one pound of bacon.” 

Joe became the unoffi-
cial gardener at his Ballston 
condominium in the 1990s, 
freely donating his time to 
beautify the property. He was 
also the unofficial neighbor-
hood handyman, eager and 
available to fix disposals or 
crooked Venetian blinds. 
While walking his dog Toby, 
he would befriend people he 
met along the way and offer 
help with their home projects. 

Joe moved to Alexandria in 
the 2000s.  He could often be 
found outside, tending to his 
elaborate garden which was 
the crown jewel of the block. 

Joe was never without a cup of 
coffee and a kind word for pass-
ersby, who could always count 
on him for a friendly chat.  On 
Halloween, Joe would prepare 
for the trick-or-treaters with 
elaborate costumes and props, 
often including special effects 
with smoke, dramatic lighting 
and pop-up surprises. Kids 
loved it. Joe was devoted to all 
animals, especially dogs, cats, 
birds and squirrels. The local 
animals that visited Joe were 
the constant recipients of his 
treats and affection. 

Joe was famous for his an-
nual Ladybug Street Party, 
enjoyed by kids and adults 
alike.  Joe would bring in 
thousands of live ladybugs. 
After hotdogs and cookies, 
the kids released the lady-
bugs to fly away – exciting 
for the kids, but bad luck for 
the neighborhood’s aphids.

Those left to cherish Joe’s 
memory are Gary Vandiver 
of Alexandria, his partner 
of 25 years; his sister Helen 
Dorobiala Marlowe and hus-
band Ron Avery of Charlot-
tesville; sister Joyce Biondi of 
East Hampton, Connecticut, 
brother Michael Dorobiala 
and wife Tina of Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, and sister-in-
law Kathy Dorobiala of Lake 
Worth, Florida. Joe was pre-
ceded in death by his mother, 
Viola Chase Dorobiala; father, 
Henry Dorobiala; and older 
brother, Thomas Dorobiala 
[Kathy].

Contributions in Joe’s 
memory can be made to hu-
manesociety.org, alexandria-
animals.org, aspca.org, or the 
animal charity of your choice.

OBITUARIES
Laird (Larry) Wilvin Stanton Joseph Stanley Dorobiala

COURTESY PHOTO COURTESY PHOTO
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A great way to commemorate a national holiday may be to adopt a 
pet to join in the festivities with you.

Here is Gingersnap, a sweet 1-year-old, a young party-girl with 
the wisdom of an elder. She’s learning her manners well and is 

affectionate and very much wants to please.

 Are you interested in learning more about how to adopt 
Gingersnap through the AWLA’s Virtual Adoptions process?  

Please visit: AlexandriaAnimals.org/VirtualAdoptions. 

THANK YOU

~ First Summer Weekend ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

Death care facilities 
balance customer needs 
with social distancing
BY LUKE ANDERSON

Losing a loved one is al-
ways difficult, but the coro-
navirus and resultant re-
strictions on gatherings have 
made the grieving process 
even more problematic.

Despite the limitations, 
funeral homes and cemeter-
ies continue to provide es-
sential and often overlooked 
services following a death. 
Since the pandemic began, 
they have sought a balance 
between supporting the 
emotional needs of families 
in mourning and meeting 
requirements for essential 
businesses to remain open 
that limit gathering size and 
require social distancing.

“It’s kind of counterintu-
itive to what we always try 
to do in death care, … bring 
people together to celebrate a 
life and to grieve as human be-
ings,” Scott Sanderford, funer-
al director at Everly-Wheatley 
Funerals and Cremation, said.

Like other businesses 
deemed “essential” under Gov. 
Ralph Northam’s (D-VA) Exec-
utive Order 53, funeral homes 
throughout the city have com-
mitted to more frequent sani-
tizing and must restrict gath-
erings to 10 people or less. At 
Everly-Wheatley, telephone or 
virtual interviews are being 
offered to customers instead 
of meeting face-to-face fol-
lowing a death. If an in-person 
meeting is necessary, it is lim-
ited to two people.

At Reese Funeral Profes-
sionals, everyone entering 
their facility is required to 
wear a mask, Kevin Reese, 
the funeral home’s director, 
said. They provide masks to 
anyone who does not have 
one, and hand sanitizer is 
ready at the door.

For the most part, cus-
tomers have been cooper-
ative and respectful of the 
guidelines. Yet some families 
who used Greene Funeral 
Home have tried to include 
more than 10 people at a 
time in their gatherings, said 
manager Nelson Greene Jr. 
Greene acknowledged that it 
is a difficult time for families 
but stressed the importance 
of following CDC guidelines.

During a press conference 
in March, Northam stated 
that businesses violating the 
10 people or less mandate 
can be charged with a mis-
demeanor and possibly lose 
their operating license.

Some immediate families 
of the deceased elect to have 
ceremonies recorded or live 
streamed for extended fam-
ily and friends who cannot 
be present. Others are opting 
to hold a memorial service 
at a later date, when larger 
groups may be able to con-
gregate, rather than a funer-
al with restricted attendees 
now. Reese has noticed an in-
crease in cremations during 
the pandemic, but that does 
not seem to be a trend with 
every funeral home.

“Our percentages of fam-
ilies that we serve that are 
choosing cremation have ac-
tually remained pretty con-
sistent,” Sanderford said. “I 
wouldn’t say there’s been an 

increase in the cremation 
rate. It’s been fairly consis-
tent, but there has been a bit 
of misinformation that it’s 
required if the death was re-
lated to COVID-19.”

Greene also noted several 
families he had met who were 
under the impression that cre-
mation was their only option 
because their loved one died 
of COVID-19. Whether this in-
formation is coming from hos-
pitals or long-term care pro-
viders or someone else, both 
Greene and Sanderford said 
this information is inaccurate.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention web-
site says people who have died 
due to COVID-19 can be buried 
or cremated, but warns pre-
cautions are recommended.

“Though we are still learn-
ing more about how COVID-19 
spreads, it may be possible 
that you could get COVID-19 
by touching the body of a de-
ceased person who had con-
firmed or suspected COVID-19 
prior to the body being pre-
pared for viewing,” according 
to the CDC website.

When it comes to han-
dling the body of a person who 
died of COVID-19, the CDC 
recommends that embalm-
ers, cremators and anyone 
else handling the body before 
preparation wear personal 

Coronavirus impacts 
life after a death

SEE DEATH CARE | 10

PHOTO/LUKE ANDERSON 
The grounds at Ivy Hill Cemetery on King Street.
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protective equipment, includ-
ing masks or face shields, dis-
posable gloves, goggles and 
waterproof isolation gowns.

“We use full PPE when 
we’re doing transfers of a dece-
dent into our care, whether it 
be at the hospital or a long-
term care facility, and in terms 
of preparation, we’re just be-
ing extremely mindful and 
using the necessary protective 
equipment,” said Sanderford.

Greene, who has prepared 
several bodies of people with 
confirmed cases of COVID-19, 
was diagnosed with the vi-
rus himself. He stayed home 
for a week believing that he 
had a severe case of pneumo-
nia. Greene said his regular 
physician urged him to go to 
the hospital where he was di-
agnosed with COVID-19 and 
treated with continuous pos-
itive airway pressure, which 
is often used with sleep apnea 
patients.

“Unfortunately, I had a few 
aches and pains but not bad,” 
Greene said. “I had some trou-
ble with breathing, but be-
tween the antibiotics and the 
other stuff they gave me, that 

eased up in about four days.”
After eight days in the hos-

pital, Greene was sent home 
and completed his recovery 
during a 14-day quarantine. 
It is difficult to know where or 
how he contracted the virus.

Like funeral homes, cem-
eteries are taking precau-
tions and complying with 
social distancing guidelines. 
They too are also facing 
unique challenges.

At Ivy Hill Cemetery along 
King Street, staff are asking 
customers not to enter their of-
fices if possible, General man-
ager Lucy Goddin said. Unless 
there is inclement weather, 
they ask customers looking to 
buy burial space to call the of-
fice when they arrive.

A staff member will stay 
on the phone and, in a sep-
arate vehicle, lead custom-
ers on a drive-through tour 
of the cemetery. If custom-
ers see an area they are in-
terested in, the parties exit 
their vehicles and discuss the 
space further while main-
taining a distance of six feet 
or more. If paperwork is in-
volved, staff wipe down all 
pens and other supplies be-
fore and after use.

Some families are skipping 
the ceremony inside a funeral 
home or church and are opting 
for a graveside service only.

“For us, because we’re 
outside and there’s fresh air, 
it hasn’t been quite as detri-
mental to our business or to 
people’s grieving process,” 
Goddin said.

In certain cases, Ivy Hill 
has allowed slightly more 
than 10 attendees within 
reason and with great cau-
tion, she added. Households 
usually ride together to the 
burial, and staff encourage 
them to keep a safe distance 
from others outside of their 
household. In many cases, 
attendees stay in their cars, 

roll down their windows to 
listen to the officiant and, if 
necessary, approach the cas-
ket one at a time.

Staff are present at ev-
ery burial. They wear masks, 
keep their distance and sani-
tize any tents or chairs used 
during the service. Instead 
of having pallbearers carry 
the casket, they arrange for 
it to be in position before the 
family arrives to limit the 
spread of germs by touching 
the casket’s handles.

Since the stay-at-home or-
der was issued, the number of 
people walking or exercising 
in the cemetery has increased, 
said Goddin. She doesn’t mind 
the cemetery being used by 
neighbors or locals as long as 
they are respectful. Yet some 
cemeteries have been overrun 
with people looking for a place 
to be outside.

Presbyterian Cemetery 
and Columbarium has enjoyed 
an open-gate policy for years 
and welcomed exercise groups 
and even a local dog-walking 
group. However, the cemetery 
closed its gates a few weeks 
ago due to overcrowding and 
disregard for social distancing.

The historic seven-acre 
cemetery is part of a network 
of cemeteries on the Wilkes 
Street Cemetery Complex. It 
stayed open for the first four 
weeks after the stay-at-home 
order was issued, but after 
the city shut down fenced-in 
parks, people were looking 
for a place to be outside. Word 
got out that the Presbyterian 
Cemetery was open to dogs 
and the grounds were flooded 

with bicyclists and foot traffic.
Presbyterian Cemetery 

Superintendent David Hei-
by was stunned to see cars 
from Virginia, Maryland and 
D.C. parked at the cemetery 
complex. On weekends, the 
cemetery attracted close to 
125 people and 50 to 60 dogs 
throughout the day, he said. 
He even witnessed a person 
bathing in one of the ceme-
tery’s spigots.

When he asked people to 
socially distance, he was met 
with hostility.

“The behavior that was 
exhibited was reprehensible,” 
Heiby said. “I had people yell-
ing at me, threatening to ar-
rest me while I was in my cem-
etery for harassing them.”

“My first responsibility 
is to maintain the assets of 
the cemetery and protect the 
gravesites,” he added. “So I 
thought it was best to lock 
things down and rethink my 
process and then realize that 
moving forward, we’re going to 
have to make some changes.”

Now families who wish to 
visit their loved ones buried 
in the cemetery must contact 
Heiby for a scheduled visit. 
Heiby opens the gates for a few 
hours on holidays and during 
weekends and is working on 
a plan for reopening the cem-
etery full-time to the families 
and groups of exercisers and 
dog-walkers who enjoyed the 
cemetery before the pandemic.

On May 4, Northam an-
nounced plans to phase 
in a gradual reopening of 
Virginia beginning May 
15; however, localities in 
Northern Virginia, includ-
ing Alexandria, will not be-
gin reopening until May 28 
at the earliest.

Although that announce-
ment may have disappointed 
families whose grieving pro-
cess is in limbo, funeral home 
directors and cemetery man-
agers are hopeful that in a few 
weeks they can provide more 
normal and adequate closure 
for those families.

-contact@
jameslukeanderson.com

FAIRFAX COUNTY AFFORDABLE HOUSING NOW AVAILABLE
AT THE CREST OF ALEXANDRIA CONDOMINIUMS

Clubhouse at Crest of Alexandria

CALL 703.268.1265 TODAY TO LEARN MORE!

4-Level Condominiums | 1–2 Bedrooms | 1–2 Bathrooms

5,000 sq. ft. clubhouse with a yoga studio and fitness center | On-site activities coordinator
Outdoor kitchen and firepit | Walking trails, parks, gardens, pickleball courts | Pet Friendly

Income and other financial restrictions apply. Must qualify through Fairfax County Affordable
Dwelling Unit program. For further questions visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/housing.

6107 Fairview Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22315
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PHOTO/LUKE ANDERSON 
Reese Funeral Professionals on North Patrick Street in Old Town.
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Employment and finan-
cial insecurity are constant 
sources of anxiety and fear 
for Chirilagua residents, 
Adriana Gomez Schellhass, 
executive director of com-
munity organization Casa 
Chirilagua, said.

“How am I going to pay my 
rent?’ and “How am I going 
to pay my bills?’ are common 
questions that Schellhaas has 
been hearing from the fami-
lies she talks with on a daily 
basis. The avenues of income 
assistance that are open to 
other furloughed workers 
are not available to many 
Chirilagua residents, due to 
their immigration status.

“Many of these families 
don’t have an additional source 
of any kind of income, wheth-
er it is being able to apply for 
unemployment or a stimulus 
check,” Schellhaas said.

For residents that work as 
cleaners, construction work-
ers and grocery store clerks, 
stepping out the door and go-
ing to work is a risk.

Youthful resistance 
Although Hispanic and 

Latino residents account for 

a disproportionately high 
number of Alexandria's cas-
es, the working age of many 
Chirilagua residents may ac-
count for that ethnic group's  
relatively low hospitalization 
and death rates.

“What’s different in our 
community … is there’s not 
a huge elderly population in 
Chirilagua,” Schellhaas said. 
“There’s a lot of young adults, 
a lot of children, but I don’t 
see a lot of older people in the 
community.”

Although it encompasses 
more than just Chirilagua, 
the median age of zip code 
22305 is 32.8, which is the 
lowest of the five zip codes 
entirely inside Alexandria’s 
city limits. The Alexandria 
zip code with the next-lowest 
median age is 22304, at 35.2, 
according to zip-codes.com. 
By comparison, the city-wide 
median age is 36.4, while Vir-
ginia’s median age is 38.3, ac-
cording to datausa.io.

While the total number of 
hospitalizations is high among 
Hispanic or Latino residents, 
their hospitalization rate per 
case is just over half as high as 
that of non-Hispanic or Latino 
residents.

The 74 hospitalizations 

among Alexandria’s Hispanic 
or Latino residents make up 
45 percent of the city’s 164 re-
ported hospitalizations with 
an identified ethnicity, while 
the city’s non-Hispanic pop-
ulation makes up 55 percent, 
according to the VDH. 

For Hispanic or Latino res-
idents in Alexandria, those 

74 hospitalizations comprise 
10 percent of the 728 cas-
es in that community. For 
non-Hispanic or Latino resi-
dents in Alexandria, there is 
an 18 percent hospitalization 
rate. Statewide, the hospital-
ization rate for Hispanic or 
Latino residents per case is 12 
percent, while the statewide 

non-Hispanic or Latino hos-
pitalization rate is 20 percent.

The contrast between the 
death rates by ethnicity in 
both Alexandria and Virginia 
is even more stark, as non-His-
panic or Latinos are dying at 
around 7.5 times the rate of 

Grand Opening of Online Store

v

The More You Buy, 
The More We Donate
$1 From Every Item Purchased Will Be 
Donated To Help Animals In Need

www.PassionatelyPets.com/shop

10% off your 
first order with 
discount code 

ALEXTIMES

@PassionatelyPets

Pet Themed Apparel & Gifts
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Hispanic or Latino residents.
The death rate per His-

panic or Latino case in Al-
exandria is .69 percent, or 
five deaths out of 728 cases. 
For non-Hispanic or Latino 
residents, the death rate is 
5.2 percent in Alexandria, 
or 26 deaths out of 505 di-
agnosed cases. 

The death rate by eth-
nicity statewide shows an 
almost identical gap. In Vir-
ginia, there’s an .86 percent 
statewide death rate per 
case for Hispanic or Latino 
residents, and a 6.54 percent 
death rate for non-Hispanic 
or Latino residents.

 
Silver linings

The situation is perilous 
for those who were already 
on the margins, but commu-
nity organizations have been 
stepping up to help those liv-
ing in Chirilagua.

Casa Chirilagua created a 
special fund to pay bills and 

rent on behalf of families in 
the community, which pro-
vides “a band-aid solution,” 
Schellhaas said. Donations 
can made by going to Casa 
Chirilagua’s website: http://
casachirilagua.org/helping-
during-covid-19.

In lieu of monetary do-
nations, Casa Chirilagua has 
also become an unofficial 
food pantry, with a roomful of 
food and supplies at its Mount 
Vernon Avenue headquarters.

In response to the 
community spread in 
Chirilagua, Neighborhood 
Health, a local health clinic 
that predominantly serves 
low-income, underinsured 
and uninsured residents of 
Alexandria, Arlington and 
Fairfax County, launched 
the city’s first community 
testing site on Saturday. 

At Neighborhood Health, 
Khan has witnessed the scope 
of the virus’ spread firsthand 
and said that its own testing 
efforts have revealed a sim-
ilar disproportionate impact 

on the city’s low-income and 
Hispanic populations.

Neighborhood Health 
serves 30,000 patients – 
around 90 percent of whom 
are Hispanic, according to 
Khan – and has provided free 
COVID-19 tests to 1,400 peo-
ple. More than 50 percent of 
those tests have come back 
positive, Khan said.

Working with community 
partners – Casa Chirilagua, 
Community Lodgings and 
Tenants and Workers United 
– and with support from the 
city, Neighborhood Health 
identified people in the 
community and scheduled 
300 testing appointments 
for Saturday. The aim was 
to open up testing to anyone 
and everyone in Chirilagua, 
including those who may 
be asymptomatic carriers of 
the virus.

“Up to half of transmission 
happens from asymptomat-
ic people, so it’s important 
to identify those people so 
they can isolate, otherwise, 

they’re spreading it to more 
people,” Khan said.

By the end of Saturday, 
Neighborhood Health had 
collected 236 test samples 
and, along with the Alexan-
dria Health Department, will 
provide guidance to those 
that test positive. Khan said 
he hopes this is only the first 
in a series of expanded com-
munity testing efforts.

“We want to ensure there’s 
more testing, not equal, more 
testing in low-income com-
munities because the burden 
of the disease is much greater 
there and that’s one way you 
get control of it,” Khan said.

The city and AHD have 
also pitched in to address the 
needs of the Chirilagua com-
munity. 

The AHD provided per-
sonal protective equipment 
and 23 Medical Reserve Corps 
volunteers, while the city lent 
logistical support for the test-
ing site’s vehicle-side testing.

The city has also made 
rooms at local hotels available 

for residents who test posi-
tive and cannot effectively 
self-isolate at home, although 
only a couple of Neighborhood 
Health patients have taken ad-
vantage of the opportunity.

Support is coming to 
Chirilagua slowly but sure-
ly. To varying degrees, the 
city, health department 
and community organiza-
tions have all come to the 
aid of residents in this of-
ten ignored sliver of Alex-
andria. Although the virus 
has disrupted and destroyed 
lives that, in some cases, 
were already on the brink, 
it hasn’t destroyed the one 
thing that’s helped residents 
through good times and bad: 
their faith, in both God and 
one another.

“It’s a pandemic. We have 
to hold each other by the 
hand. It’s good to look for help, 
it’s good to have help where 
you can find it so we can all 
survive this and get through it 
together,” de Catalan said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE
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Flavor
PORT CITY

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN
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Desperate times call for creative solutions. At a time when life as we knew it 
has completely changed, local restauranteurs have come to the rescue with some 
creative fixes for both their customers and bottom line. 

It hasn’t been easy, by any means. When Gov. Ralph Northam (D-VA) ordered 
all nonessential businesses, including restaurants, to shut down as Virginia hun-
kered down to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic, he dealt a serious blow to local 
restaurateurs that were just gearing up for the spring.

What do you do when you can’t serve customers in your restaurant? Many 
businessowners turned to curbside carryout and delivery options. Those that 
couldn’t, closed their doors.

But beyond that, restaurants have had to get creative in order to get people 
through the virtual door.

Some restaurants have found creative substitutions for things that are no 
longer possible during the shutdown. 

Sonoma Cellar started organizing virtual wine tastings over Zoom, inviting 
wine makers and customers online for a night of stay-at-home sophistication.

So far Sonoma Cellar has held four of its own virtual tastings, in addition to 

Alexandria’s 
entrepreneurial 

restaurateurs

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
In addition to selling carryout and delivery prepared food, Mason Social owner Chad Sparrow opened a market in his restaurant where customers can buy everything from meat 
and vegetables to toilet paper and hand sanitizer.
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Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, 
Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Delivery and curbside pick 
up and contactless pay.
See winegallery108.com for  
hours & updates.

We have ‘grab and go’ 
grocery items too!

British and American Fare

Please support your local restaurant. 
Call or click to order for pick up. 

822 N. Fairfax St.  |  703-706-5886
www.ExtraPerksCoffeeShopAndCafe.com

UberEats or Grubhub for delivery.

PORT CITY FLAVOR

taking part in tastings along-
side national organizations, 
and has found that residents 
are more than game.

The restaurant’s Oregon 
pinot noir tasting brought 
40 people online, alongside 
Dai Crisp of Temperance Hill 
vineyard.

“It was an hour and a half 
of pure joy, and people real-
ly enjoyed that,” Elizabeth 
Myllenbeck, Sonoma Cellar’s 
chief executive officer, said.

As part of the tastings, 
Myllenbeck has started of-
fering deals to get partici-
pants in the door as well.

“We do 3-ounce pours 
and 8-ounce pours that are 
priced competitively for the 
wine, so people, if they want 
to do the tasting, they don’t 
have to buy the whole bottle. 
They can just do a quick pick-
up,” Myllenbeck said.

Hummingbird’s “Fly on 
Down” dinner bags provide 
a quick, convenient solution 
for couples looking to have 
a date night during quaran-
tine. Dinner bags include a 
complete dinner for two, with 
mains and sides, cake and 
wine for $50.

Chadwicks owner Trae 
Lamond has started forming 
creative partnerships with 
other businesses, demon-
strating that crisis only 
makes the bonds between lo-
cal businesses stronger. 

Chadwicks and Red Barn 
Mercantile held a social dis-
tanced family game night 
on May 13 and 14, Lamond 
said. Customers could or-
der a special dinner for four 
that included spaghetti and 
meatballs, garlic bread and 
salad for $65, as well as one 
of three board games.

The pandemic has hit new 
restaurants especially hard.

Tom Voskuil had opened 
his new fast casual Mexi-
can street food restaurant, 
Taqueria Picoso, only six 
weeks before the state shut-
tered nonessential business-
es. Immediately after the 
shutdown, Taqueria Picoso’s 
revenue was down 95 percent.

Voskuil has shrunk the 
revenue gap to 30 percent, 
largely through marketing 
and creative deals.

Unlike restaurants on 
King Street, Taqueria Pico-
so is located in a residential 
area, at the Mark Center, 
surrounded by apartment 
complexes. Vaskuil knew 
he faced an uphill battle in 
getting people aware of his 
restaurant, let alone in the 
door, so he used the location 
to his advantage. 

Vaskuil and his staff hit 
the streets, putting fliers on 
every doormat and parked 
car they could find. Soon 
enough, the strategy paid off.

“We started seeing people 
coming in telling us that they 
got that annoying flier on 
their doormat. And I’m like, 

‘Well, I’m glad we annoyed 
you because you’re here 
spending money,’” Vaskuil 
said. “… It did introduce us 
to more people and that took 
serious boots on the ground, 
door-to-door marketing.”

Vaskuil did everything 
he could to get people in the 
door. He reached out to his 
landlord, who owns thou-
sands of apartments sur-
rounding the restaurant and 
was more than happy to send 
a mass email to his tenants 
about Taqueria Picoso. Va-
skuil delivered food directly 
to his neighbors in Hollin 
Hills, 25 minutes away from 
the restaurant, after he got 
out of work.

But once customers start-
ed ordering from the restau-
rant, Vaskuil needed to give 
them a reason to come back.

Vaskuil quickly started 
noticing that Taco Tuesdays 
were a real thing among 
residents. Every Tuesday, 
his sales would spike, so he 
started offering family taco 
kits of all sizes. 

“We sort of started out 

with just the taco kits where 
you can do tacos for two, 
family tacos. And then we 
started adding more things 
into it to make it a whole 
[event]. We called it a taco 
fiesta and a taco fiesta 
grande,” Vaskuil said.

The taco kits come with 
all the taco fixings, includ-
ing cilantro, onions, salsa 
and pickled vegetables. The 
taco fiesta includes tacos for 
two with chips, guacamo-
le and a 16-ounce bottle of 
margaritas for $45. For larg-
er families, the taco fiesta 
grande includes two pounds 
of meat of the customer’s 
choosing, 16 tortillas, salsa, 
pickled vegetables, chips, 
guacamole and a 32-ounce 
bottle of margaritas.

It’s not the business mod-
el Voskuil planned for, but 
it’s sustainable for the time 
being, Voskuil said.

“We can survive. We can 
pay our people, we can pay our 
food bills, we can pay the elec-
tric bill and we can plod along 
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1472 N. Beauregard Street, Alexandria, VA   |   571 970 0881
taquierapicoso.com

STREET INSPIRED :: CHEF PERFECTED

Tired of looking at what’s in your kitchen? 
Discover the variety in our authentic Mexican taqueria. 

All fresh, all housemade—from tortillas to salsas 
to our vertical roasted al pastor.

#picosogood

OPEN TUESDAY–SUNDAY NOON TO 7PM 
 TAKEOUT, CURBSIDE PICKUP AND DELIVERY 

Taqueria-Picoso_AlexTimes_051620.indd   1 5/18/20   6:54 PM

Please call us at 703-888-0032 to 
place your order.

10 East Glebe Road • Alexandria, VA 22305
(703) 888-0032

The menu will be available on our 
website, Facebook and Instagram 24 to 

48 hours in advance. 

PREORDERED  
family style take-out  
on Wednesday, Friday,  
Saturday and  
Sunday evenings. 

PORT CITY FLAVOR

as long as necessary to get 
through this,” Voskuil said.

Many restaurateurs, in-
cluding Voskuil, have begun 
lending a helping hand to those 
impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic, from healthcare 
workers to those on the front 
lines to furloughed workers.

Haute Dogs and Fries 
partnered with Hook Hall 
Helps to create the Pay it 
Pho-ward program. Named 
after the restaurant’s Pho-
style hot dog, the program 
allows customers to make a 
$10 donation, which Haute 
Dogs matches, to feed work-
ers left without any income. 
Donations can be made at 
w w w.hautedogsandfr ies.
com/payitphoward.

Voskuil and Sonoma Cel-
lar’s Myllenbeck have also 
pitched in by delivering meals 
to workers at local hospitals.

The pandemic has dis-
rupted food supply chains, 
resulting in shortages of high 
demand items including toi-
let paper, cleaning supplies 
and some kitchen basics, 
like chicken, rice and beans, 
at grocery stores across the 
country. Some local restaura-
teurs have started to offer not 
just their own hot and ready 

food but pantry staples to 
provide relief for residents.

Chad Sparrow, owner of 
Commonplate Hospitality, 
transformed Mason Social 
into a market in order to adapt 
to the times. In addition to its 
restaurant offerings, Mason 
Social now sells everything 
from wine and honey to toi-
let paper and hand sanitiz-
er. Customers can also pick 
up meat, vegetables and to 
go items like chips, dips and 
homemade pickles.

“We already buy that stuff 
in bulk, so stuff that wasn’t 
available in the grocery store, 
we were able to get and ease 
the pain for some people 
and make it a convenience to 
come by,” Sparrow said.

“That has done well for 
us and kind of kept us afloat. 
Sustainable? No. Long-term it 
doesn’t work, but it’s enough 
to keep the engine running,” 
Sparrow continued.

Fontaine, normally known 
for its crepes and brunch 
items, is now offering boxes 
of supplies for residents look-
ing for a convenient, ready-
made replacement for the last 
second grocery trip. Custom-
ers can buy either a dairy box, 
with cheese, eggs, milk and 
butter, for $32 or a produce 
box, which includes corn, ap-
ples, peppers, zucchini, lem-
ons and more, for $36.

It’s not an ideal scenario 
by any means. Every restaura-
teur wants to see tables full of 
hungry customers. But, with 
Northern Virginia’s reopen-
ing still at least a week away, 
restaurateurs are making do 
and finding creative ways to 
weather the pandemic.

“I’ve been doing this 
restaurant business for 40 
years, and I’m not gonna let 
a little pandemic take me 
down,” Voskuil said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Curbside pickup, takeout and delivery have become the modus operandi for most restaurants in the city. 
For customers who now have many online options, special deals have become even more important.

A small, independent, veteran & family owned 
coffee shop in the heart of  Old Town.
See our menu & learn more at cafedusoleilva.com
Order ahead online or by phone.

Ju
st o

pened! 215 S. Union St. • 571-312-
80

10
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 Union   Square
Union Square salutes the 

efforts our doctors, nurses 
and first responders 

fighting Covid-19.
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.Elegant, spacious, 19th c ballroom in the 

heart of Old Town-the perfect place for 
socially distant entertaining!

571-263-9805  |  bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online atVisit Alexandria Unique 
venues and on Wedding Wire.

UnionSquare

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Enhanced online 
ordering & payment 

in advance!
Delivery service 

too!

 
 FONTAINE New Online Ordering!

Open 1 pm to 8 pm 
Seven days a week

New “Moravian Chicken Pie” !
1 Whole Pie with a side of Gravy & 2 House Salads $24.95

Order online at www.fontainebistro.com  
or call 703-535-8151

*includes fruits and vegetables OR  dairy with 
cheese, eggs, milk, butter and Half & Half

Have your food delivered or pick it up curbside!

A variety of Paellas, Spanish Tortillas and 
House made Sangria every Friday,  

Saturday and Sunday!

Weekly Produce Boxes on offer too* ($32)!

PORT CITY FLAVOR

BY JILL ERBER

My family’s morning rou-
tine used to be a series of or-
chestrated steps meant to get 
everyone out the door at a 
precise time. Now, it involves 
debates over whose Zoom 
call is more important. 

At the end of the day, we 
dine together. This has always 
been a treasured time when 
we gather and share the de-
tails of our day. These days, 
I don’t need to hear the de-
tails because I was there. But 
old habits, especially beloved 
ones, die hard. Discovering 
new recipes, planning menus, 
acquiring ingredients, cooking 
and serving are still some of 
our favorite family activities. 

Our daughters range in age 
from five to 13 years old. The 
youngest loves to squish any-
thing with her hands and do 
tiny detail work. Our middle 
child is quite confident and ca-
pable in the kitchen, so she is 
trusted with everything from 
chopping to sautéing to bak-
ing dessert. The oldest usually 
gets setup and cleanup duty, 
as both allow her to perform 
TikTok dances while working. 
A few tricks help keep the pro-
cess fun for everyone.

Trick #1: Don’t cook
We call it “Mediterranean 

Dinner.” It consists of every-
thing we can think of that re-
quires no heat and very little 
prep. This is how it usually 
goes:

Husband: “How about 
Mediterranean Dinner to-
night?”

Me: “I’ll bring stuff home 
from work.”

Husband: “Don’t forget 
wine.”

I then scour the shelves 
at Cheesetique for any items 
that look interesting. You can 
do this at your favorite store, 
even virtually these days. 
Must haves include fresh 

mozzarella; something cured, 
like salami or ham; preserved 
fish, like Spanish tuna in ol-
ive oil; a cheese or two; anti-
pasti like olives, cornichons 
or marinated artichokes; and 
a fresh baguette. We always 
have greens and various veg-
gies in the fridge, so we cob-
ble together a salad, too.

• Job, 5-year-old: Slice 
mozzarella. Just call the 
slices “rustic” and everyone 
is happy.

• Job, 10-year-old: Heat 
and slice baguette. Even fresh 
ones benefit from warming 
to crusty perfection.

• Job, 13-year-old: TikTok 
while setting the table.

Trick #2: Call anything 
a taco

Wraps like naan and tor-
tillas are easy to come by and 
easy to freeze. Cook anything 
hearty as a base – cauliflow-
er, beef, chicken, fish – with 
a little seasoning. 

The key for toppings is tiny 
bowls. If you’re rolling your 
eyes like, “Ugh, tiny bowls are 
useless,” you are wrong. Chop 
every item in your fridge that 
could be called a “topping” and 
put each in its own tiny bowl. 

Warm the wraps. Then, put 
everything on the table and 
watch as children who “never 
eat anything” eat everything. 
It’s those tiny bowls – and 
designing one’s own “taco” – 
that makes even the pickiest 
person an adventurous eater.

• Job, 5-year-old: Pluck 
fresh herb leaves from the 
stems.

• Job, 10-year-old: Chop/
dice/slice all of those top-
pings.

• Job, 13-year-old: TikTok 
while bringing out the tiny 
bowls.

Trick #3: Be a home-
made pasta hero

Making fresh pasta is 
cooking at its simplest, but is 

also empowering and strange-
ly meditative. Embracing my 
inner nonna, I even wear an 
apron – and have been known 
to intentionally smear flour 
on my face for added effect.

Making long, wide ribbon 
cuts like tagliatelle is easy, 
and it does not require a pasta 
machine. Mix dough in a food 
processor, let it rest, then roll 
into long, thin sheets you can 
see through. Once complete, 
simply roll up the sheets and 
slice. The first bite will re-
mind you why you made it.

• Job, 5-year-old: Roll out 
small sections of dough into 
mini pasta sheets.

• Job, 10-year-old: Mix 
ingredients, knead dough, 
wrap for resting.

• Job, 13-year-old: TikTok 
while tossing hot pasta with 
truffle butter.

But they’re messing it up!
Who really cares? Only 

you. And me. 
Ok, I’ll admit I have a re-

ally hard time keeping my 
mouth shut while kids are 
cooking, constantly wanting 
to correct them because the 
aesthetic isn’t right, they’re 
making a mess, or they’re 
taking too long. 

But, unless you let them 
make things ugly, they’ll 
never make things beautiful. 
At least that’s what I tell my-
self while biting my tongue.

Get moving
Stock your pantry with sta-

ples. Find a great local source 
for grocery pickup or delivery. 
Take time to find new recipes 
that utilize what you have on-
hand. Make the entire family 
part of the process. 

Maybe you’ll find that 
cooking can be less of a task 
and more of a team-builder. 
Before you know it, you’ll 
even be TikTok-ing together.

The writer is owner and 
“Cheese Lady” of Cheesetique.

The family that cooks together…
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PORT CITY FLAVOR: Recipe

BY HEATHER MILLS

Let’s face it: By now, we 
are all starting to feel a 
little stir-crazy after more 
than a month of the stay-
at-home order. Support-
ing local restaurants is 
important, but not always 
an option for hungry fam-
ilies. Instead, we find our-
selves cooking more meals 
at home, which often don’t 
measure up to the quality 
of a restaurant-made meal. 
But what if you can make 
a restaurant-quality sand-
wich in your own kitchen? I 
am here to tell you that you 
can.

I live in Del Ray with my 
husband and 3-year-old son 
and spend my time making 
meals composed entirely of 
ingredients from the Aldi 
on East Monroe Avenue. I 
document my endeavors 
on an Instagram account 
called “All I Need is Aldi.” 
My goal is to prove that you 
don’t necessarily need fan-
cy stores or expensive in-
gredients to create heathy, 
fun and delicious meals.

Aldi has a massive fol-
lowing, often called Aldi 
Nerds, and I am one of 
them. Us Aldi Nerds have 
been talking nonstop lately 
about Aldi’s “red bag chick-
en,” formally known as 
Kirkwood Breaded Chicken 
Filets. These fully cooked 
and lightly breaded filets 
are found in the frozen 
meat section for $5.99.

I don’t tpically buy fro-
zen meat, and I was dubious 
at first, but let me tell you, 
the hype is real. These fro-
zen filets are good, flavor-
ful and toddler-approved. 
Paired with another Aldi 
fan favorite, the brioche 

Create your own restaurant-quality 
chicken sandwich

• Preheat oven to 425 degrees.

• Place chicken filets on a baking sheet and bake for 

15 minutes. Flip and bake for about another 5-10 

minutes.

• Turn the broiler on high for 1-2 minutes. Remove 

once the breading starts to crisp up.

• In the meantime, mix together aioli ingredients until 

smooth. Taste and adjust ingredients as desired.

•Butter the brioche buns and grill until heated through.

• Assemble your sandwich: Spread aioli on a warm 

buttered bun, add spinach, sliced tomatoes, pickles 

and chicken.

Notes: Many Aldi Nerds recommend making the chicken in an air fryer. Air fryer cooking times vary.
Young kiddos may not like the spicy aioli and some of the toppings. I gave my 3-year-
old a sandwich that was topped with just chicken, tomatoes and plain mayo.

Aldi’s red bag chicken sandwich
Ingredients Directions
• Kirkwood Breaded  
Chicken Breast Filets

• Kicked-up aioli: 3 tbsp. 
mayonnaise, juice from ½ 
lemon, 2 tsp. spicy sea-
soning (I use “Kicked Up 
Chicken Seasoning” from 
Aldi.)

• Brioche buns

• Butter

• Pickles

• Spinach

• Tomatoes
PHOTO/HEATHER MILLS

buns, you have yourself a 
restaurant-worthy spicy 
chicken sandwich that bare-
ly stayed on the plate long 
enough for me to grab a pic-
ture.

The writer is a Del Ray 
resident who runs the 
Instagram account @

allineedisaldi, which features 
quick, easy and healthy 
family meals made with 

ingredients from Aldi.

HEATHER  
MILLS
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Wear a mask. 
Save a life. 

Last week’s results
Mary Daly named four of the 10 contestants in last 
week's mask contest correctly and wins a $50 gift 
certificate to Landini Brothers Restaurant. The 10 
mask wearers were Susan B. Anthony, Pete Balas, 
Don Beyer, Diann Hicks Carlson, Denise Dunbar, 
Frank Fannon, Jane Hughes, Andrew Macdonald, 
Mo Seifeldein and David Speck. Beginning this 
week, we will run photos of all of the mask wearers 
with their names underneath, so you can see who 
you got right and wrong. And as usual, below is 
our listing of businesses who have pledged to have 
their employees wear masks at least through the 
end of Gov. Ralph Northam's stay at home order.

Alexandria Cupcake
Alexandria Pastry
Balducci's 
Bastille Brasserie & Bar
Cafe du Soleil
Chadwicks
Extra Perks
Fontaine Cafe
Glory Days Grill
Greenstreet Gardens
Inq
Kaizen Tavern
Kilwins
Landini Brothers
Lena's
Maribeth's Bakery
Mia's 
Misha's
Old Town Ace Hardware
Passionately Pets
Port City Brewing
R&B
Sonoma Cellar
Ten Thousand Villages
The Executive Diner
The Majestic at Mia’s 
The Old Town Shop
TJ Fannon and Sons
Virtue Feed & Grain
Whole Dogz
Wine Gallery 108

1022 King St.
3690 H King St.
600 Franklin St.
606 N. Fayette St.
215 S. Union St.
203 Strand St.
822 N Fairfax St.
119 S. Royal St.
3141 Duke St.
1721 W. Braddock Rd.
1011 King St.
1909 Mt. Vernon Ave.
212 King St.
115 King St.
401 E. Braddock Rd.
3103 Colvin St.
100 King St.
917 King St.
809 S. Washington St.
1 E Bellefonte Ave.
3950 Wheeler Ave.
1710 Mt. Vernon Ave.
207 King St.
915 King St.
1400 Duke St.
100 King St.
105 S Union St.
1200 Duke St.
106 S. Union St.
4748 Eisenhower Ave.
108 N. Patrick St.

ALLISON SILBERBERG AMY JACKSON BEN FIORE

DAVE NICHOLAS DENISE DUNBAR DON BEYER

CHAD SPARROW CHARLES STILLWELL DANA LAWHORNE

BILL BLACKBURN BRYAN PORTER CANEK AGUIRRE
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BY MARY LEE ANDERSON

Alexandria’s seniors are 
fortunate in many ways. The 
city offers many programs 
and services designed to help 
older residents stay in their 
homes safely, and Senior Ser-
vices of Alexandria is one of 
several local nonprofits that 
support those who may need 
a little extra help.  

Meals on Wheels is one 
program that makes a huge 
difference in many lives. SSA 
and the city’s Division of Ag-
ing and Adult Services work 
together to deliver meals 
seven days a week, 365 days 
a year.  

During the COVID-19 
health crisis, Meals on 
Wheels has served older res-
idents without interruption, 
and SSA continues to deliv-
er two meals daily to home-
bound seniors in a manner 
that’s safe for both volun-
teers and clients. 

Regular volunteers who 
are over 60 have been asked 
to take a break, and meals 
are now delivered by a small 
group of SSA staff, city staff 
and younger volunteers. In 
addition, SSA has put en-
hanced safety protocols 
into place by requiring vol-
unteers to wear masks, use 
hand-sanitizer and main-
tain social distancing during 
pickups and deliveries. Meals 
are prepared by Jeffery's Ca-
tering, a company that has 

been responsive to the in-
creased need and enhanced 
health protocols.

Meals on Wheels clients 
have also received a two-week 
supply of shelf-stable meals to 
give them an extra measure 
of confidence that their nutri-
tional needs will be met.

Homebound Alexandria 
residents who are 60 and 
older are eligible to receive 
meals through the Division 
of Aging and Adult Services. 

Seniors who may have a 
short-term need due to sur-
gery or a medical condition 
are able to receive meals for 
just $10 per day. There is no 
income threshold associat-
ed with Alexandria’s Meals 
on Wheels program and no 
waiting list.

In response to the need 
for older adults to self-quar-
antine due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Division of 
Aging and Adult Services has 

established a new home-de-
livered frozen meals program 
for Alexandria residents who 
are 60 and older who may 
have difficulty getting food. A 
total of 14 meals are delivered 
each week by SSA. For more 
information about this free 
program and other resourc-
es available for Alexandria's 
older adults, contact DAAS at 
703-746-5999 or call SSA at 
703-836-4414 extention 111.

For a complete listing 

of emergency food access 
points in Alexandria, go to 
Hunger Free Alexandria's 
website at www.hungerfree-
alexandria.com.

The writer is executive 
director of Senior Services 

of Alexandria.

TimesLivinq
SENIORS

Meals on Wheels continues serving 
seniors during difficult times

MARY LEE 
ANDERSON

FILE IMAGE
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BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

On many levels, New 
York designer Sasha Bikoff 
can relate to the surreal. Her 
career blasted off with the 
digital publication of a glam 
4,700-square-foot apartment 
at the Dakota. The article 
on the renovation in MyDo-
maine drew clients, and 
eventually she was dubbed 
"interior designer for the 
young and wealthy" by The 
New York Times. 

Then there was the 
amazing kaleidoscop-
ic staircase designed for 
the Kips Bay Decorator 
Show House in 2018. One 
of those images caught the 
eye of Donatella Versace, 
who put it on a mood board 
and tapped Bikoff to design 
space in the revered Palazzo 
Versace in Milan during the 
prestigious Salone del Mo-
bile week last spring.

And now everything is 
surreal, as in the new nor-
mal. It’s tough for design 
creatives, who so rely on 
firsthand life experiences 
– travel, art, fashion and 
nature – to shape their vi-
sions. Even though her 
Greenwich Village home is 
cool, Bikoff was feeling a bit 
cooped up, so she shed the 
stir-craziness and headed 
to her father's rural Massa-
chusetts home, where her 
stepmom, a decorator, has a 
barn full of antiques. 

Like many, she is rest-
less. She's devouring classic 
design coffee table books 
like "Dior and His Decora-
tors" and Bunny Williams' 
"On Garden Style," where 
she hopes to pick up tips 
for her own garden. She's 
building a home in East 
Hampton, Long Island, and 
she pictures lots of white 

and yellow wildflowers – 
and veggies. 

Admittedly a social but-
terfly, Bikoff missed the 
hoopla that would have sur-
rounded her lighting debut 
at Currey and Co. A virtual 
rollout replaced the spring 
market launch in High Point, 
North Carolina.

The design rock star loves 
making a glam entrance in 
the most stylish head-to-toe 
outfit, often with eye make-
up coordinating. But for now, 
Bikoff's natural efferves-
cence is dialed down.

"I've been wearing robes 
and pajamas all day. The 

most I'll dress up is to put 
on a sweater and leggings,” 
Bikoff said.

She is cautious about be-
ing too optimistic about the 
other side of the pandem-
ic. But she hasn't tossed her 
rose-colored glasses. This 
bumpy ride is good for re-
flection. 

When life as we knew it 
was interrupted, the 32-year- 
old designer was on fire, add-
ing home furnishing licensed 
collections like charms on a 
bracelet. Her aesthetic casts 
a wide net: 18th-century 

SEE BIKOFF | 21

HOMES 
Sasha Bikoff’s style offers 
a post-pandemic pop

PHOTO/PATRICK CLINE 
Sasha Bikoff stands on the colorful stairs she designed for 305 
Fitness, an '80s-inspired studio.

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2019 and March 2020. 

Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning
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French rococo, 1930s art deco, 
‘90s space age modern, 1970s 
French, American and Italian 
modernism and 1980s Italian 
Memphis Milano.

There's a common design 
thread, though her work is 
anything but common. She 
boldly tosses pattern and col-
or about, marrying them in 
unexpected ways, sometimes 
to a maximalist extreme with 
elements of Pop art and '50s 
kitsch, but always chic and 
sophisticated.

"I'm always striving to do 
something different," Bikoff 
said. "Kind of be revolution-
ary and innovative with my 
design. What I create is not 
for everyone, but I want peo-
ple to talk about it."

She credits her mom and 
grandmother for her style 
sense. 

"They were so fashion-
able,” Bikoff said. “My grand-
mother was a tastemaker 
– taught me gardening and 
floral arranging, decorating 
with Persian and Europe-
an antiques. She hosted the 
most beautiful parties."

As an art history and 
fine arts major, Bikoff 
took advantage of college 
time in Paris, living in the 
Saint-German arrondisse-
ment, painting, visiting art 
galleries and scouring chic 
antique shops. Bikoff actu-
ally had had visions of be-
coming a pop singer – she 
even had a record contract 
at 18 – but her grandfather 
totally nixed the idea, in-

sisting on college. 
Eventually Bikoff took a 

job at the prestigious Gago-
sian Art Gallery in New York 

City's Chelsea neighborhood. 
When Bikoff took on that 

very heady interiors job at 
the Dakota, her guiding 

philosophy was: "Art is the 
highest form of creativity. 
For me, design is functional 
art. When you enter a space, 
it should inspire, ignite a 
sense of creativity. Tell a 
story. Engage us in how life 
is, who we are."

She approached the job 
as if she were painting, 
starting with the walls, 
floors and ceiling, building 
up layers like paint pigment 
and texture. 

As for the future, so much 
still is unknown. There's an 
outdoor furniture line in 
the works and residential 
projects on hold, and Sasha 
Bikoff will be ready for her 
next act. 

"I am a romantic," she 
said. "I believe in dreams and 
happy endings."

This new contemporary 
home has 4,650 square feet 
of impeccably finished spaces 
with an open floor plan, four 
levels, seven bedrooms and 
six baths – five en suite. Neu-
tral colors, dark gray hard-
wood and coordinated tile 
floors provide cohesive flow. 
Crown moldings define the 
main floor living spaces. 

The gourmet kitchen fea-
tures quartz counters, subway 
tile backsplash and soft close 
cabinets. The spacious is-
land has a waterfall edge and 
seating for informal meals. 
Upscale appliances include a 
continuous grate gas cooktop 
and deep apron front sink. A 
butler’s pantry with wet bar 
make for easy entertaining.

Dining and living areas 
connect seamlessly with 

the kitchen. The main lev-
el office/bedroom suite has 
French doors opening to the 
living spaces. 

The second level features 
a master bedroom with walk-
in closet and luxury bath in-
cluding dual shower, double 
vanity, jetted tub and blue-
tooth speaker. Two additional 
bedrooms have full baths. The 
third level has two more bed-
rooms and another full bath. 

The large, fully finished 
lower level has high ceilings, 
a separate entrance, plank 
tile floors and a guest bed-
room. Out back is a gener-
ously sized deck for outdoor 
entertaining. The detached 
two-car garage is wired for an 
electric car charger.

This green home is Certi-
fied by HERS, built to NAHB 

standards and includes a one-
year builder warranty. 

Located in vibrant, diverse 
Lyon Park, this home is steps 
from shopping, restaurants 

and parks and Fort Myer and 
minutes to the Pentagon, Na-
tional Landing-Amazon’s HQ 
2, Reagan National airport 
and D.C.

HOME OF THE WEEK

A modern, urban home

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Location: 707 N. Barton 

St., Arlington, 22201 

Neighborhood: Lyon Park

Price: $1,599,000

Square ft: 4,650

Bedrooms: 7

Baths: 6

Year built: 2019

Contact: Jennifer 

Albert Collins 

703-217-1970

Weichert, Old Town 

jacollins@weichert.com

www.jennifer-albert-

collins.weichert.com

Staging: Staged 

by Design, LLC 

www.staged-by-design.com

AT A GLANCE
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HOMES 

PHOTOS/TRUPLACE

PHOTO/NICOLE COHEN, COURTESY OF SASHA BIKOFF 
A pair of Yves Klein plexiglass tables in blue and rose are framed by 
a multicolored check Missoni rug in the living room of this Bridge-
hampton, New York, home.
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To the editor: 
I write in response to your edi-

torial “Patience remains a virtue” 
in the May 14 issue of the Alex-
andria Times. No doubt you have 
outlined valid reasons as to why 
Northern Virginia, and Alexan-
dria in particular, are not ready for 
a phase one reopening.

But not a one of those reasons 
listed in the editorial supports 
the continued closure of parks 
and game fields in the city. Nor 
do those reasons prohibit the re-
sumption of regular trash and 
refuse collection in the city. The 
time has come for the city to let 
our children play and to pick up all 
of our trash.

As to the parks and fields, all 
evidence points to the very low 
risk of exposure to those who 
are outside in the open air, sun-
light and humidity. This low risk 
– combined with the low rates of 
symptomatic illness among chil-
dren generally – is far outweighed 

by the benefits to our children to 
spend time running, playing and 
getting their Vitamin D, especially 
since so many have been cooped 
up in their homes these past sev-
eral weeks with all spring athletic 
seasons canceled. 

Likewise, the reasons given 
by the city for the curtailment of 
trash services over the past two 
months no longer obtain. As with 
use of the parks and fields, trash 
collection is done outside where 
the risk of exposure is minimal, 
even over a longer period of time. 
Further, the city has had ample 
time to find alternative ways to 
deal with increases in residential 
trash production, as well as to 
manage the city employee absen-
teeism that occurred at the outset 
of the COVID-19 crisis.  

Open our parks, city council.  
And please – resume normal re-
fuse collection.

-E.B. Darden,
Alexandria

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

The worst devastation from COVID-19 – in Alexandria, statewide and na-
tionwide – has been in long-term care facilities. A difficult conversation and 
drastic changes are clearly needed to prevent a repeat of this pandemic in 
LTCFs. This is a topic we will return to.

But another segment of our population, the Hispanic/Latino community, 
has also been disproportionately harmed by the coronavirus. The disease it-
self and the attendant shutdown of “non-essential” businesses have doubly 
struck our Hispanic and Latino residents.

In today’s page one story in the Times, “COVID-19 hits Chirilagua hard,” 
we take a deep look into ethnicity, case and zip code data relating to Hispanics, 
Latinos and COVID-19. Several things are clear:

First, it’s perilous to read too much into zip code data. Just as people tend 
to erroneously conflate zip code 22314 and Old Town – the Old and Historic 
District is a small slice of that whole zip code – it is also inaccurate to confuse 
zip code 22305 with the whole Hispanic/Latino community, since Hispanic 
and Latino residents comprise about a third of that total zip code. In fact, ac-
cording to zip-codes.com, more Hispanic and Latino residents live in zip code 
22304 than 22305.

The data reveals an interesting dichotomy between cases and deaths in 
the Hispanic/Latino community. While being disproportionately hit by cases 
with 59 percent of Alexandria’s 1,233 cases that have an ethnic designation, 
there have, to date, been five Hispanic/Latino deaths among the 31 deaths 
for which we have an ethnic designation, which is 16 percent of total deaths 
in the city for which there is an ethnic identification. 

When calculated as a percentage of total cases by ethnicity, we found that 
the death rate among the Hispanic/Latino community was about 7.5 times 
lower than that of the non-Hispanic/Latino community: a .69 percent death 
rate per case compared to a 5.15 percent death rate. And that percentage 
held up with the larger sample size from state-wide data, where the per case 
Hispanic/Latino death rate was .86 percent, compared with 6.54 percent for 
non-Hispanic/Latinos. 

What do these numbers mean?
It seems obvious that Hispanic/Latino residents in Alexandria as a group 

are younger than non-Hispanic/Latino residents, and because hospitaliza-
tions and deaths per case spike dramatically with age, this accounts for their 
disproportionate number of cases, and also their dramatically lower death rate 
per case.

This is borne out anecdotally, as well as by that suspect zip code data: Zip 
codes 22304 and 22305 have the highest number and percentage, respectively, 
of Hispanic/Latino residents in Alexandria, and they also have the two lowest 
median ages, as well as the lowest median household income.

Furthermore, Alexandria’s age data for COVID-19 cases skews younger than 
that of Virginia as a whole. While the age 40-49 age group in Virginia as a whole 
has the most cases, in Alexandria it’s the 30-39 age group that has experienced 
the most cases. The top three age groups by cases in Virginia are 40-49, 30-39 
then 50-59. In Alexandria, it’s 30-39 first, 40-49 second and 20-29 third.

Given that Hispanic or Latino residents make up 59 percent of the cases, 
and that Alexandria’s case demographic skews younger, it’s a reasonable con-
clusion that those younger people are disproportionately Hispanic or Latino. 

It’s also clear that these younger Hispanic or Latino residents, some of 
whom are also undocumented, tend to hold front-line jobs that can’t be done 
from home. To the extent they’ve been able, it appears they have continued to 
work, thus exposing themselves and their families to the coronavirus in great-
er numbers than other, older, more affluent Alexandrians who are able to work 
from home or financially ride out the shutdown.

Given that Alexandria’s Hispanic/Latinos are younger and poorer, it also stands 

Arlandria hit doubly by COVID-19

Time to open parks, collect trash

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.SEE OUR VIEW | 24
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To the editor: 
It is worthwhile noting that 

protests against shutdowns are 
more common in less densely 
populated areas and states re-
opening sooner are more likely 
to have Republican governors. 
The percentage choosing the 
option in your May 14 poll, “It’s 
time to reopen now,” is about 
the same as the percentage Re-
publican state-wide candidates 
get in Alexandria. Likely, there 
is considerable overlap between 
the two.

Folks should understand 
that the reason northern Vir-
ginia isn't ready to reopen yet 
and has some of the highest 
coronavirus levels in the state 
is because of policy preferenc-
es which distinguish Demo-
crats from Republicans: Dense 
development puts people in 
closer proximity, facilitating 
viral spread more so than in 
less densely populated places 
where more social distancing 
happens normally because 
people don't live or work as 
close to one another.

Density drives voting 
patterns more so than most 
folks realize with areas with 
fewer than 800 people per 
square mile tending Republi-
can and those with over 800 
square mile tending Demo-
crat https://medium.com/@
davetroy/is-population-den-
sity-the-key-to-understand-
ing-voting-behavior-191ac-
c302a2b.

The Democrat vote per-
centage has risen in tandem 
with Alexandria's increasing 
density. When Prince William 
County was hassling poor, 
many illegally present immi-
grants, Alexandria’s liberal 
leaders laid out a welcome 
mat, resulting in many tightly 
packing into housing in Arlan-
dria, facilitating higher virus 
exposure.

After President Donald 
Trump halted immigration 
from China to control the 
coronavirus, instances of 

Chinese trying to illegally 
cross our southern border in-
creased. Democrats exhort us 
to “build bridges” to welcome 
others rather than Trump’s 
walls to keep them out.

There is also one policy 
which both parties have sup-
ported, free trade, which has 
caused more business travel 
between the U.S. and China, 
increasing exposure to the vi-
rus both when these business 
travelers are in China and to 
others after they return. 

That is why in Italy – which 
has outsourced to China many 
of the manufactures it used 
to produce domestically – the 
coronavirus struck the hardest 
in Milan, its financial center 
which has the most business 
travel to China.

It is worth noting that our 
country’s most stalwart free 
trade opponents, labor unions, 
looked the other way on the 
inconsistency of former pres-
idents Bill Clinton and Barack 
Obama regarding free trade: af-
ter insisting during their cam-
paigns that they were against 
free trade, they switched and 
pressed for it hard once in of-
fice. Similar was Hillary Clin-
ton's risible pretend that she 
was against the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership she had helped ne-
gotiate as Obama's Secretary of 
State. Whereas Trump took on 
and defeated the GOP’s dom-
inant libertarian wing on the 
trade issue and forced through 
NAFTA reforms that both the 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
AFL-CIO ultimately backed.

Our country now finds it-
self, unexpectedly, having to 
spend trillions of dollars more 
than it otherwise would have 
had to in order to address cir-
cumstances exacerbated by 
policies Democrats favor and 
Republicans oppose. From 
where are these additional tril-
lions coming and who will pay 
them back and how?

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria 

Democrats caused 
density problems

In recent news, the legal concept of en-
trapment has been frequently mentioned. 
The general idea behind entrapment is that 
law enforcement officers should not be in the 
business of tricking law-abiding citizens into 
committing a criminal offense and then pros-
ecuting them for the violation. However, as 
is often the case, the entrapment doctrine is 
poorly understood and is often mis-
characterized by the talking heads 
on television news programs.

Entwined with the entrapment 
question is that of cooperation 
with police inquiries: is a citizen 
required to answer questions put 
to them by a law enforcement offi-
cer? Over the next two columns, I 
will try to clear up misconceptions 
that swirl around police inter-
views and the entrapment doctrine. 

As a bedrock principle, the right to re-
main silent when questioned by law en-
forcement officers is enshrined in the Con-
stitutions of both Virginia and the United 
States. This means that it is never a crime 
for a citizen to simply refuse to answer ques-
tions put to them by a law enforcement offi-
cer. Consider, for example, a routine traffic 
stop for speeding. If a police officer asks the 
driver: “Sir, why were you speeding this eve-
ning?” it is entirely lawful for the driver to 
politely respond: “Officer, I would prefer not 
answering any questions in light of my right 
to remain silent.” 

As a corollary, I note that police offi-
cers are legally allowed to ask questions of 
citizens. Furthermore, police officers need 
not inform a citizen of their constitutional 
rights, such as the right to have an attorney 
present during questioning and the right 
to remain silent, unless the citizen is under 
physical arrest or its functional equivalent.

In my traffic stop scenario, for example, 
the officer would not be required to advise 
the driver of his constitutional rights because 
the driver has not been physically arrested. I 
explored the law surrounding police interro-
gations of arrested persons in more depth in 
the January 2018 edition of this column.

Of course, while a simple refusal to an-
swer questions is never a crime, a person who 
elects instead to lie to law enforcement may 
be committing an offense. Under Virginia law, 
if a person makes a materially false statement 
about an offense they did not commit, they 

are guilty of Obstruction of Justice, a misde-
meanor punishable by up to 12 months in jail.

It appears that the Virginia legislature 
accepted the fact that a person may elect 
to make false statements about a crime the 
police suspect them of committing, be-
cause such untruthful statements do not 
constitute a criminal offense. 

Federal law, however, takes 
a different tack. Under 18 U.S.C. 
§1001, it is a crime for a person to 
make “any materially false, ficti-
tious, or fraudulent statement” to 
a federal law enforcement agent, 
regardless of whether the person 
is a criminal suspect or not. A vio-
lation of this code section is a fel-
ony punishable by up to five years 
in prison for each materially false 

statement made. 
Law enforcement does have a mechanism 

by which it can attempt to pierce a person’s 
refusal to answer questions: the investiga-
tive grand jury. In an investigative grand 
jury proceeding, a potential witness is served 
with a subpoena and required to appear in 
court. It is worth mentioning that a subpoe-
na is not a request to appear, it is an order to 
do so. Willful failure to appear pursuant to a 
lawfully served subpoena may result in the 
witness’ arrest. 

In the grand jury, the witness has the 
right to “take the Fifth Amendment” and re-
fuse to answer questions. However, the Fifth 
Amendment protection only applies to state-
ments that tend to incriminate the witness. 
If the witness only has information about the 
criminal actions of another person, they can-
not avail themselves of “the Fifth” and the 
presiding judge may require them to answer 
questions purported to them. 

Even if the witness has lawfully invoked 
the Fifth Amendment, the prosecutor may 
elect to provide immunity to the witness. 
After a grant of immunity, the witness could 
be required to answer relevant questions, but 
could not be charged or prosecuted for offens-
es related to their statements. Finally, grand 
jury proceedings are conducted under oath, 
so any materially false statement constitutes 
perjury and can be prosecuted as such.

Next month I will discuss entrapment.

The writer is Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Alexandria. 

Justice Matters 
with Bryan Porter

Questions from police

BRYAN 
PORTER
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Looking back on the Ram-
sey Homes, the former public 
housing buildings that were 
demolished in 2018, two sto-
ries stand out most promi-
nently. One is the story of the 
buildings themselves, with 
their unique construction 
and how they were part of an 
early wave of prefabricated 
construction.

The second story is that 
of the people who lived there 
during the more than 70 years 
that they stood there. Con-
struction is ongoing to replace 
the buildings on the corner of 
Wythe and Patrick streets.

The first story is easier to 
tell. The homes were built in 
1941-42, to serve as housing 
for African American de-
fense workers. Similar proj-
ects were built in Chinquapin 
Village and Cameron Valley. 
The buildings were designed 
by Delos Smith of Smith, 
Werner, and Billings Archi-
tects, who was known for fa-
voring traditional styles.

Despite that preference, 
Smith’s designs produced a 
minimalist modern design, 
which contrasted with the 
traditional styles seen in 
nearby Old Town. The look 

wasn’t the only thing that 
was new to the confines of 
Alexandria. The buildings 
were constructed with a ma-
terial known as “Fabcrete,” 
which did not require an in-
ternal framework and which 
allowed for desired finish-
es to be attached, including 
composition board and laths.

The second story is hard-
er. The original residents 
of the homes were defense 
workers, but their identities 
were kept secret. In 1947, the 
Alexandria City Directory 
listed the names and occupa-
tions of the residents. They 
included Carneal Coffee 
and Cleveland B. Tivey, who 
were listed as defense work-
ers. Other residents included 
barbers, auto mechanics and 
janitors, evidence that the 
homes were no longer exclu-
sively offered to those in the 
defense industry.

Although the Federal 
Public Housing Authority 
wanted to sell the property 
as early as 1946, it wasn’t un-
til 1953 that the Alexandria 
Redevelopment and Hous-
ing Authority acquired the 
homes. In 2008, the Ramsey 
Homes were included in the 

designation of the Uptown/
Parker Gray Historic Dis-
trict as a Virginia Historic 
District. In 2010, they were 
included in Parker-Gray’s 
designation as a National 
Historic Landmark.

However, in 2015, city 
leaders requested per-
mission to demolish the 
buildings, citing the need 
to increase the number of 
low-income and market-val-
ue housing units in Alex-
andria. In 2018, the homes 
were demolished, although 
part of one of the units was 
preserved as a reminder of 
its unique construction. 
More residents’ stories will 
be presented to the gen-
eral public when the city 
can conduct the Ramsey 
Homes Symposium, which 
was scheduled for May 15, 

but was canceled due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Although they weren’t as 
old as the houses in Old Town, 
or even the ones surrounding 
the property in Parker-Gray, 
the Ramsey Homes served as 
reminders of new construc-
tion techniques and new 
housing policies in the peri-
od immediately following the 
World War II. Their replace-
ment in this century reflects 
a change in thinking about 
both of our stories.

See https://www.alex-
andriava.gov/historic/info/
default.aspx?id=108729 for 
more information on the 
Ramsey Homes and new 
plans for the Symposium.

May is Preservation Month, 
a time when communities 
across the country celebrate 
historic preservation local-
ly. The City of Alexandria has 
been a leader in the field of 
historic preservation, from the 
creation of the country’s third 
oldest historic district in 1946 
to the start of Alexandria Ar-
chaeology in 1961.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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OUT OF THE ATTIC

This Week 
What do you think of antibody testing, which shows 
whether a person has had COVID-19 and built up 
antibodies and is becoming widely available?
A) I would love to get tested if it's free.
B) I would pay to know whether I have antibodies.
C) I already know I've had COVID-19.
D) I don't want to be tested.

Last Week 
Do you agree with the decision by Gov. Ralph Northam 
and Northern Virginia's leaders to delay phase one 
reopening here by a minimum of two weeks?
42% Yes, we are definitely not ready yet.
37% Yes, though I still don't think we'll be ready in two weeks. 
18% No, it's time to reopen now.
3% I'm not sure.

The Ramsey Homes: The two stories

PHOTO/ANNA MAAS 
The Ramsey Homes.

to reason that they are more 
likely to live in multi-fami-
ly homes than non-Hispanic 
or Latino residents. Greater 
density contributes to virus 
spread, as it’s difficult to prac-

tice social distancing in an 
apartment hallway.

Both sickness and the 
shutdown have put many 
Hispanic or Latino residents 
out of work, and those who 
are undocumented are inel-
igible to receive unemploy-

ment or stimulus funding 
from the government. 

This situation calls for a 
compassionate response from 
our caring community, and 
that’s what is taking place. 
Neighborhood Health is com-
mitted to widespread testing 

of Hispanic and Latino resi-
dents, and assistance organi-
zations are stepping up to help.

This community, more 
than any other in Alexan-
dria, also needs the coro-
navirus shutdown to end as 
soon as possible.

OUR VIEW FROM | 22
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
JUNE 2020

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue the 
public hearing to a future date. For 
further information, call the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning at 
703.746.4666 or visit alexandriava.
gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2020
7:00 PM

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2020
9:30 AM

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the June 2, 2020 meet-
ing of the Planning Commission 
and the June 20, 2020 meeting of 
the City Council are being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(3), 
the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on April 18, 2020 or Sec-
tions 4-0.00(g) in HB29 and HB30 
to undertake essential business. 
All of the members of the respec-
tive public bodies and staff are 
participating from remote locations 
through Zoom Webinar. These 
meetings are being held electron-
ically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meetings to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meetings can be accessed 

by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
Planning Commission:
URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_4mf1idQYRy6mP-
dX1bbNM6g
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 997 2337 1606
Password: 746451
 
City Council:
 
URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_alGle1mASha-Zat-
1stIQsQ
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 912 9205 7858
Password: 364964
 
Public comment will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Planning 
& Zoning staff at PlanComm@
alexandriava.gov for the Planning 
Commission hearing, to the City 
Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@alexandria-
va.gov for the City Council hearing, 
or make public comments through 
the conference call on the day of 
either hearing.
For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the Planning Commis-
sion hearing, contact Jackie Cato 
at jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711. 
For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the City Council hearing, 
please call the City Clerk and Clerk 
of Council's Office at 703-745-4550 
(TTY/TDD 838-5056). We request 
that you provide a 48-hour notice 
so that the proper arrangements 
may be made.

Electronic Participation Policy for 
Planning Commission Hearing

Special Use Permit #2020-00004 
919 Prince Street - The Joey Pizzano 
Memorial Fund BEST Center 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 
for a social service use and a park-
ing reduction for two accessory 
apartments; zoned: CL/Commer-
cial low. 

Applicant: The Joey Pizzano Me-
morial Fund, Inc., represented by 
Robert D. Brant, attorney

Development Special Use Permit 
#2020-00001 
Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit #2020-
00006 
Encroachment #2020-00002 
1200 & 1230 North Henry Street 
- Amendment
Public Hearing and consideration 
of request for a Development Spe-
cial Use Permit with site plan and 
modifications to construct a mul-
tifamily residential building with 
ground-floor daycare and retail, 
including Special Use Permits 
for an increase in the floor area 
ratio up to 2.5 and for an increase 
in density and height for the 
provision of affordable housing 
pursuant to Section 7-700 of the 
Zoning Ordinance, and modifi-
cations to the open space require-
ments and for the required height 
to setback ratio on North Fayette 
Street; for a Transportation Man-
agement Plan Special Use Permit; 
and an Encroachment for a first 
floor canopy on the southern side 
of the building (amending DSUP 
#2017-00020); zoned: CRMU-H/
Commercial residential mixed 
use (high). 
Applicant: 1200 North Henry 
Venture, LLC, represented by, M. 
Catharine Puskar, attorney

Master Plan Amendment #2020-
00001
Zoning Text Amendment #2020-
00004
Coordinated Development District 
Conceptual Design Plan #2020-
00001
Development Special Use Permit 
#2020-00003
2602 Main Line Boulevard - 
Potomac Yard Landbay H West – 
Silverstone
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests for: (A) an amendment 
to the Potomac Yard/Potomac 
Greens Small Area Plan Chap-
ter of the Master Plan to change 
reference of Home for the Elderly 
to Continuum of Care Facili-
ty and increase the maximum 
dwelling units for a Continuum 
of Care Facility in CDD#10/Co-

ordinated Development District 
#10; (B) a Text Amendment to 
the Zoning Ordinance to amend 
the provisions of Section 5-602 to 
amend the maximum dwelling 
units for a Continuum of Care 
Facility in CDD#10/Coordinated 
Development District #10; (C) a 
Coordinated Development District 
conceptual design plan to change 
reference of Home for the Elderly to 
Continuum of Care Facility and in-
crease the maximum dwelling units 
for a Continuum of Care Facility 
in Landbay H (amending CDD 
Concept Plan #2018-0006); and (D) 
a Development Special Use Permit 
with site plan with modifications 
to change reference of Home for 
the Elderly to Continuum of Care 
Facility and increase the maximum 
number of independent living units 
in a Continuum of Care Facility, in-
cluding Special Use Permit requests 
for bonus height for the provision 
of affordable housing per Section 
7-700 of the Zoning Ordinance, for 
penthouses in excess of 15 feet in 
height, and for a parking increase 
(amending DSUP #2018-0002); 
zoned: CDD#10/Coordinated 
Development District #10.
Applicant: City of Alexandria (Text 
Amendment only).  Silverstone 
Alexandria, LP, represented by M. 
Catharine Puskar, attorney

Special Use Permit #2020-00013 
3500 and 3540 Wheeler Avenue 
(Parcel Address: 3540 Wheeler Av-
enue) - Luckett Field and Schuyler 
Hamilton Jones Skateboard Park 
Improvements
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 
to permit the installation of ball 
field netting over 15 feet in height at 
Luckett Field and to add lighting at 
the Schuyler Hamilton Jones Skate 
Park (amending SUP #2002-0070); 
zoned: POS/Public open space and 
community recreation. 
Applicant: City of Alexandria, 
Department of Recreation, Parks & 
Cultural Activities

Special Use Permit #2020-00014 
3700 Commonwealth Avenue – 
Temporary Trailer at Four Mile 
Run Park 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 

to permit a temporary trailer for 
a summer recreation program; 
zoned: POS/Public open space and 
community recreation. 
Applicant: City of Alexandria, 
Department of Recreation, Parks & 
Cultural Activities

Special Use Permit #2020-00016 
1721 King Street – Two Birds 
Co-working and Child Care Center 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Per-
mit for a change in a noncomplying 
use to allow a day care center on 
the ground floor; zoned: KR/King 
Street urban retail. 
Applicant: Hatch Workspace LLC, 
represented by Robert D. Brant, 
attorney

Special Use Permit #2019-00117 
1217 Colonial Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Per-
mit for a parking reduction and 
lot modifications at a residential 
property; zoned: RB/Townhouse. 
Applicant: John D. Bullington, 
represented by Minturn Wright, 
attorney

Zoning Text Amendment #2020-
00001 
Coordinated Development District 
Conceptual Design Plan #2019-
00008 
Development Special Use Permit 
#2020-00008 
Development Site Plan #2019-
00043 
3601 Potomac Avenue & 3601 Rich-
mond Highway- North Potomac 
Yard 
Public Hearing and consider-
ation of requests for: (A) a Text 
Amendment to the Zoning Or-
dinance to amend the provisions 
of Section 5-602(A) to modify 
the Maximum Height refer-
ence and Uses in Coordinated 
Development District #19; (B) a 
Coordinated Development Dis-
trict Conceptual Design Plan to 
change the North Potomac Yard 
Neighborhood Development 
Summary, Height Diagram, and 
Phasing Plan (amending CDD 
#2009-00001); (C) a Develop-
ment Special Use Permit with 

NOTE:
The crossword will return in next week's issue 5/28/20.

SEE CLASSIFIEDS | 26
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site plan for the construction 
of a pump station per section 
7-1202 of the Zoning Ordinance 
(D) a preliminary Development 
Site Plan for the construction of 
sitewide infrastructure for Phase 
One redevelopment; zoned: CDD 
#19/Coordinated Development 
District #19 (North Potomac 
Yard Small Area Plan) 
Applicants: City of Alexandria 
(Text Amendment only); CPYR 
Theater, LLC and CPYR Shop-
ping Center LLC, represented by 
M. Catharine Puskar, attorney; 
Virginia Tech Foundation, Inc, 
represented by Kenneth W. 
Wire, attorney

Master Plan Amendment #2020-
00002 
Rezoning #2020-00001
Development Special Use Permit 
#2019-00028 
Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit #2020-
00009 
701 North Henry Street 
Public Hearing and consider-
ation of a request for: (A) an 
amendment to the Braddock 
Road Metro Station Small Area 
Plan chapter of the Master Plan 
to amend the Braddock Metro 
Neighborhood Plan (BMNP) to 
update the Development Table 
to reflect the proposed rezoning 
and increase in density; (B) an 
amendment to the official zoning 
map to change the zone from 
CSL/Commercial service low to 
CRMU-M/Commercial residen-
tial mixed use (medium); (C) a 
Development Special Use Permit 
and Site Plan with modifications 
to construct a 94-unit multi-
family residential building with 
below grade parking and ground 
floor retail, including Special 
Use Permits for an increase in 
the floor area ratio to 2.0, for an 
increase in density in exchange 
for the provision of affordable 
housing pursuant to Section 
7-700 of the Zoning Ordinance, 
and a modification to the street 
tree spacing requirements in the 
Landscape Guidelines; and (D) 
a Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit; zoned: 
CSL/Commercial Service Low. 
Applicant: AVANTI HG 701 
LLC, represented by M. Catha-

rine Puskar, attorney

THE FOLLOWING CASE(S) 
WILL BE HEARD BY THE PLAN-
NING COMMISSION ONLY 
AND BY CITY COUNCIL ONLY 
UPON APPEAL:

Subdivision #2019-00023
1217 Colonial Avenue
Public Hearing and consider-
ation of a request for a Sub-
division with a variation to 
subdivide an existing lot into 
two lots; zoned: RB/Townhouse. 
Applicant: John D. Bullington, 
represented by Minturn Wright, 
attorney

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

The Board of Architectural Review 
(BAR) will hold an Electronic 
Public Hearing on WEDNESDAY, 
June 3, 2020 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
to review the following item(s):

BAR #2020-00150 OHAD
Request for partial demolition and 
encapsulation at 919 Prince Street
Applicant: The Joey Pizzano Me-
morial Fund, Inc.

BAR #2020-00149 OHAD
Request for alterations at 919 Prince 
Street
Applicant: The Joey Pizzano 
Memorial Fund, Inc.

All other previously advertised 
cases for the above hearing remain 
the same. 

Due to the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic emergency, the June 3, 2020 
meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(3), the 
Continuity of Government ordi-
nance adopted by the City Council 
on April 18, 2020 or Sections 
4-0.00(g) in HB29 and HB30 to 
undertake essential business. All of 
the members of the Board and staff 
are participating from remote loca-
tions through Zoom Webinar. This 
meeting is being held electronically, 

unless a determination is made that 
it is safe enough to be held in per-
son in the City Council Chamber 
at 301 King Street, Alexandria, VA. 
Electronic access will be provided 
in either event. The meeting can 
be accessed by the public through: 
broadcasted live on the government 
channel 70, streaming on the City’s 
website and can be accessed via 
Zoom by the following the link:

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_QH0cyqVmR1qG9JH8sxsuiQ 

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial: 301-715-8592;
Webinar ID: 973 1298 9534
Password: 749905

Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Lia Niebauer at lia.niebauer@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments through the conference 
call on the day of the hearing. 

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711. 

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets.

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Double 
Hung Window $249* 
Installed w/Free Trim Wrap. 
Call 804-739-8207. Siding, 
Roofing and More!

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 

Classifieds

BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement 
required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new 
ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer 
does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card 
or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require 
approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. 
For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with 
monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for 
an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm veri� cation. Prices subject to 
change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. 
Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not re� ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725 
AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, 
IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, 
LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 
100194, MS-15007958,MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, 
NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451,OH-53891446, 
City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-
BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C),WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, 
WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2017 DEFENDERS, Inc. 
dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q220

1-877-325-1727
WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind
  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime
 Quickly connect to fi re and emergency response
  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Monitored by ADT® the #1
home security company in the U.S. 

Save Now On
Home Security

 24/7 Monitored Home Security PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

®

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. EXP 3/31/20. 

YOUR DREAM KITCHEN, 
WITHOUT A RENOVATION.

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per 
household. Must purchase 

5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 
EXP 8/31/20.

Schedule your free design consultation! 

(866) 982-2260

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

CLASSIFIEDS FROM | 25
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Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

4-ACRE HOMESITE spooky 
woods with tall oaks - two 
ghostly old barns - paved state 
road front. Southern Virginia 
near Danville - Only $33,000 - 
I’ll finance. (540) 294-3271

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

NOW HIRING 
 John C Flood Inc 
6430 General Green Way
Alexandria VA 22312
We are searching for a 
full-time skilled Plumber.  
Responsibilities include:  
managing the excavation and 
installation of main sewer 
laterals and water mains inside 
and outside of residential 
dwellings and commercial 
properties including 
determining elevation, 
calculating slope, trenching, 
bedding, pipe installation, 
backfill and repiping.
QUALIFICATIONS AND 
EXPERIENCE: Must have 
already successfully 
completed a plumbing 
apprenticeship (4 years), 
must have a minimum 
of 4 years of experience 
as a plumber, must have 
supervisory experience, must 
be bilingual in both English 
and Spanish. Must be able to 
work extended hours and/or 
weekends and must be able 

to travel in the Washington, 
D.C. metro area including 
Southern Maryland and 
Northern Virginia (6 days a 
week every week).

Compensation commensurate 
with experience. (to discuss 
at interview) 
Please email resume to: jim@
johncflood.com

Classifieds

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

American Real Estate and Investment, LLC

Café du Soleil

215 S Union St

Alexandria

22314-3358

Wine and Beer On Premises

Nahom Debessay Managing Member

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

SAS Concepts, Inc.

Fannon Exxon

2320 Richmond Highway

Alexandria

22301

Wine & Beer Off-Premises

Vipul Kapila, President

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-0001

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 
news every week.  Please show them your thanks 

by patronizing their businesses.
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I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an 
extensive network of agents in other locations, we can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

Donna Cramer
Member, NVAR Top Producers

703.627.9578  |  dcramer@McEnearney.com  |  DonnaCramer.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

SOLD
1727 Oakcrest Drive, Alexandria 22302

4 bedrooms | 3 baths
Formal rooms flow easily into two main level bedrooms, neutral 
colors, kitchen opens to a beamed sunroom awash with light. 

Nicely landscaped! Offered at $799,000

Are you confused about how to handle your  
housing needs during Covid-19? 

We are creating great virtual tours that are distributed digitally and are still currently showing properties to 
serious buyers by appointment only in those areas where that is still permissible. While our physical offices 
are currently closed to the public, we are fully open for business virtually and available to connect with you. 

Give me a call, and let me guide you through the process. 

SOLD
309 Holland Lane, The Royalton

2 bedrooms | 2 baths
Luxury condo with new wood floors, fresh neutral paint,  

balcony off the living room, garage parking and extra storage! 
Offered at $555,000


