
Decision eliminates bonuses, step 
increases for most ACPS staff
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The Alexandria City School Board unan-
imously adopted its revised fiscal year 2021 
budget during a virtual meeting on June 5.

Both the FY2021 budget and FY2021-2030 
capital improvement program budget for 
Alexandria City Public Schools required sig-
nificant reductions due to the ongoing eco-
nomic constraints caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. While the school board eliminated 
raises for most ACPS staff, the approved bud-
get includes pay scale increases for principals 
and senior leadership.  

The approved FY2021 operating budget 
is $288,319,565, which will be funded with a 
total city appropriation of $234,037,296 and 
other financing sources. 

The school board also approved a FY2021-
2030 CIP budget of about $532 million, with 
about $95 million dedicated to FY2021. In or-
der to accommodate a necessary CIP reduc-
tion, $103.7 million for the high school project 
has been deferred to FY2022 and FY2023.

In April, City Manager Mark Jinks proposed 
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March on King Street

BY MISSY SCHROTT

Northern Virginia will enter 
phase two of reopening tomor-
row, Gov. Ralph Northam (D-VA) 
announced at a press conference 
on Tuesday. 

The second phase of reopen-
ing further eases public health 
restrictions, allows more sec-
tors to open and permits larger 
gatherings. 

While the rest of the state 

entered phase two on June 5, 
Northern Virginia and Richmond 
were ordered to remain in phase 
one for another week to allow for 
additional monitoring of health 
data, according to a news release. 
Both regions will join the rest of 
the state in phase two tomorrow. 
Northern Virginia entered phase 
one on May 29, two weeks after 
the rest of the state.

Under phase two, the maxi-
mum number of people allowed 

to gather increases from 10 to 
50. Restaurants can open indoor 
dining at 50 percent capacity, and 
fitness centers can open at 30 
percent capacity. 

Certain recreation and enter-
tainment facilities, including mu-
seums and outdoor sports courts, 
may open with restrictions. Reg-
ulations for houses of worship, 
non-essential retail businesses and 

Alexandria enters phase two

Legislative meeting
Council plans community police  

review board. 
Page 8

Crime
Suspect apprehended after firing on  

police in Potomac Yard. 
Page 3

INSIDE

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT

Protesters led a march on King Street, from Market Square to the King Street Metro Station 
and back, on June 5. The peaceful protest was in response to the killing of George Floyd 

and in support of the Black Lives Matter movement. See page 9 for more photos.

Matthew McCarthy
703-236-1366

4617 Duke St, AlexandriaNOVA®
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Paul Scott

“Long & Foster 
has been a source 

of incredible support during this un-
precedented time with Covid-19….

the best support I received is from the 
leadership at my office in Old Town 

Alexandria.  My Broker and Sales Man-
ager went above and beyond to ensure 

that we as agents had the tools and 
support we needed to continue to do 

business….”

Betsy Grady-Carey

Long & Foster has been readily 
available to consult on any 

contract or transactional mat-
ter as well as online training 

courses.”

From March 17 through 
May 29 these 7 agents 
managed:

Loretta Gray

“Our office pushed to incorporate vir-
tual meetings into our daily lives a few 
years ago and that early-on adoption 
has been simply FANTASTIC for me 
both mentally and business-wise.

Shamus Brannan

Having experienced, successful agents 
and managers that support each oth-
er and believe in abundance has been 
instrumental in my continued success 

during this unprecedented time.”

These agents haven’t missed a beat!  They have remained
 focused and credit the supportive office culture of Long & Foster for their success.  

We would love to share more about Long & Foster and how these agents became rising stars. 
Please call Forrest Odend’hal or Dianna Campagna at 703-683-0400 to learn more  

or visit oldtownalexandria.com!

“L&F Old Town/Alexandria has helped guide and 
educate me on the real estate industry, molding me 

into the real estate agent I’ve become today. This office and my men-
tors have continued to give me the knowledge, expertise & resources 

that I need to serve my clients in the best way possible.

Jenna Gallant

Dianna Bentley

“…Long & Foster immediately made avail-
able numerous training courses that are 

part of their Success Path training so that 
agents could continue to build their knowledge base and skills 

to ultimately serve their clients better. … during this crisis, 
leadership and mentorship continued seamlessly…

Shagufta Hasan

Forrest and Dianna have been intimately 
engaged with us throughout this pandemic 

with up to the minute market information…  Be-
ing armed with positive information , but not blind to what may 
lay ahead, drives me to do more each day.  I feel confident even 

in light of these uncertain times.

”

”

”

“

“

16 Listing appointments
10 Listings taken
10 Open Houses 
19 Buyers
76 Showings
13 Properties under contract
11 Closings
10 Rental listings

How We Succeed!
(Even through Covid-19)
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T.C. Williams student  
assaulted while walking home

Main Line Boulevard shooting 
suspect taken into custody

A T.C. Williams student 
was assaulted by two strang-
ers while walking home from 
a friend’s house around 10 
p.m. on June 3, according to 
a news tip. 

The assault occurred near 

the intersection of Russell 
Road and Rosecrest Avenue in 
the Del Ray/Rosemont neigh-
borhood. The victim was a 
member of the T.C. Williams 
High School baseball team.

Following the incident, 

the family contacted the Al-
exandria Police Department 
and took their son to the 
emergency room, according 
to an email from the father to 
the T.C. baseball community.   

-mschrott@alextimes.com

A 32-year-old woman was 
arrested and taken into cus-
tody early Saturday morning 
after barricading herself in 
her Potomac Yard apartment 
for about 18 hours and firing 
on police. 

The suspect’s motive re-
mains unclear. After being 
apprehended, the suspect 
was transported to a local 
hospital, where she is re-
ceiving mental health ser-
vices. The suspect was not 
physically injured, nor were 
there any other reported in-
juries associated with the 
incident. 

The incident began ear-
ly on June 5, when residents 
in the Notch 8 apartment 
complex in the 2900 block of 
Mainline Boulevard in Po-
tomac Yard heard shouting 
coming from a fourth-floor 
apartment.

Alexandria Police Depart-
ment officers responded to a 
potential domestic violence 
incident at 9:23 a.m., after 
receiving a call from some-
one who had overheard the 
shouting.

“The responding units 
arrived at the apartment 
door and heard gunshots 
and what appeared to be 
gunshots through the door,” 
APD spokesperson Lt. Court-
ney Ballantine said in an 

email. “They immediately 
sought cover and declared a 
barricade situation.”

Garrison Hayes, 29, a 
Notch 8 resident and asso-
ciate pastor at Community 
Praise Church, lives in a unit 
almost directly below where 
the suspect had barricad-
ed herself. Hayes heard the 
first gunshot, but initially 
thought it was coming from a 
nearby construction site.

“We kind of didn’t think 
much of it for a few mo-
ments, but it wasn’t long 
before we heard the first 
crack,” Hayes said. “This 
is a really specific exam-
ple, but I don’t know if you 
know the sound of a broom 
falling and hitting a hard-
wood floor? That kind of 
clap, that kind of cracking 
sound. That’s exactly what 
it sounded like.”

Hayes looked out over 
his balcony to identify the 
source of the noise and no-
ticed people outside the 
building scrambling and 
running away from the 
building. After another se-
ries of loud cracks, Hayes 
and his wife realized the 
noise was coming from their 
building and ran to their 
closet, Hayes said.

APD’s special operations 
team arrived on the scene 

and attempted to breach the 
apartment, but “the door 
was blocked with items put 
to stop the door from being 
opened,” Ballantine said in 
an email.

Around 11 a.m., APD 
informed residents in the 
immediate vicinity to stay 
in place and for people to 
avoid the area until further 
notice.

The APD hostage nego-
tiations team was called in 
to establish communication 
with the suspect, but their 
attempts were unsuccessful. 

Residents also reported 
witnessing and hearing an 
explosion outside the apart-
ment complex, which has 
been attributed to the con-
trolled disposal of a flash 
bang.

“The controlled dispos-
al of a flash bang was done 
outside in a safe area. Once 
the pin was pulled it cannot 
be reinserted so it had to be 
disposed of safely,” Ballan-
tine said.

By noon, police officers 
had escorted a handful of 
residents who live close to 
the suspect, including Hayes 
and his wife, to the apart-
ment building’s lobby. Of-
ficers asked Hayes and his 

CRIME

At 2 years old, this young lady is happy to show off her moves, be 
they jumps,  pounces, or slides over to her dinner bowl.  Want to 

see Tabby’s  show live on camera?  

Then schedule a virtual  “Meet-and-Greet”  with her through the 
AWLA’s Virtual Adoption process!   Tabby is already excited to 

see her new home and meet her new person.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/VirtualAdoptions, or call 703-476-4774 

THANK YOU

~ Do I Smell Tuna?  ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

Learn more and have your hearing  
evaluated at Cosmetic Hearing Solutions!

424 South Washington St. • Alexandria VA 22314
1-571-312-7345 • www.cosmetichearingsolutions.com

Call for an appointment today!

that scientists have found a  
connection between uncorrected 
hearing loss and mental decline?

Did you know 

We’re OPEN!

SEE SHOOTING | 4
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wife if there were any bul-
let holes in their ceiling or 
walls, Hayes said.

The evacuated residents 
remained in the lobby, re-
ceiving periodic updates 
from APD officers.

“[The suspect] had all 
the amenities of being at 
home, and so they made 
it very clear that they, Al-
exandria police, were on 
the time of the person in-
side,” Hayes said. “ … They 
weren’t going to force their 
way inside or put anyone in 
danger or at risk.”

At 7:30 p.m., Hayes and 
his wife decided to book 
a room in a hotel for the 
night, but they returned 
to the Target parking lot 
across the street from the 
apartment complex to 
watch the situation unfold. 
Because they knew where 
the apartment was, the cou-
ple was able to see the sus-
pect pacing back and forth 

in her apartment, watching 
T.V. and smoking.

“We were really curious 
about what was going on 
and what was going through 
this lady’s mind or what she 
was doing in there,” Hayes 
said. “… We prayed for her. 
As Christians, that’s what 
we felt was the little bit 
that we could do for some-
one that was really in such a 
tough situation. … You have 
to be going through some-
thing to be shooting ran-
domly and to fire on cops.”

APD had breached the 
apartment door by midnight, 
although no immediate con-
tact had been established 
with the suspect, who was 
alone and not responding to 
officers, Ballantine said.

The Fairfax County Po-
lice special operations unit 
relieved APD’s team at 2 a.m. 
on Saturday and the suspect 
was arrested at 3 a.m. after 
she appeared to have fallen 
asleep, Ballantine said.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFING CRIME

Wear a mask.
Save a life.

You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new  
coronavirus by wearing a facemask when you go out in public.  
By wearing a mask, you protect not only yourself, but  
the most vulnerable in our community.

Governor announces schools reopening plan
Virginia schools will be-

gin reopening and offering 
in-person instruction in the 
fall, Gov. Ralph Northam 
(D-VA) announced at a press 
briefing on Tuesday. 

When schools reopen in 
the fall, the state will follow 
a phased approach that in-
volves steadily reintroducing 
in-person instruction along-
side continued remote learn-
ing and strict social distanc-
ing measures, Northam said. 

“To be clear, all Vir-
ginia schools will open for 
students next year, but the 
school experience will look 
very different,” Northam 
said. “We’ll start with small 
groups and we’ll allow each 
school division the flexibili-
ty that it needs to respond to 
the needs of its own locality.”

For schools that enter the 
2020-2021 school year when 
their jurisdiction is in phase 
two, instruction will largely 
remain remote, with some 

exceptions. Under phase 
two, schools can begin of-
fering in-person instruction 
for preschool through third 
graders, English language 
learners and students with 
disabilities. Summer camps 
in school buildings can com-
mence as well.

“We wanted to focus on 
getting education to our ear-
liest learners because of the 
challenges that they were 
facing in the remote learn-
ing environment while also 
making sure that we can 
keep them safe,” James Lane, 
superintendent of public in-
struction for the Virginia De-
partment of Education, said.

When localities enter 
phase three, schools will 
be able to start offering 
in-person education for all 
students.

“For the future, phase 
three will allow schools to 
shift to in-person instruc-
tion for all students, but they 

will need to put physical dis-
tancing measures in place,” 
Northam said. “For example, 
schools may have to stag-
ger schedules or adopt class 
schedules that blend in-per-
son and remote learning.”

Schools in phase three 
will be expected to maintain 
six feet between desks and 
work stations, restrict the 
mixing of different groups of 
students, stagger the use of 
communal spaces like cafete-
rias and perform daily health 
screenings, Northam said.

Staff will still be required 
to wear face coverings when 
physical distancing is not 
possible, while face cover-
ings will be “encouraged” for 
students.

“We are all looking for-
ward to the day that we’re be-
yond phase three, resuming 
to a new normal and having 
all of our students in build-
ings every day,” Lane said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

SHOOTING FROM | 3



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JUNE 11, 2020 | 5 



6 |JUNE 11, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the beltway 
and our nation’s capital. Hermitage Northern 

Virginia offers rooftop views of Washington, D.C. 
surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped 

gardens. Free yourself from the hassles of home 
ownership, and spend time exploring your passions 
or finding new ones. At Pinnacle Living, our team 

works closely with residents, families and loved ones 
to fulfill our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. 
We are here for those who seek independence, 

combined with a secure plan for the future.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

Table 1

Dates Cases

March 11 1

March 15 2

March 17 4

March 20 6

March 23 9

March 24 13

March 25 14

March 26 20

March 27 24

March 28 28

March 29 32

March 30 36

March 31 44

April 1 55

April 2 67

April 3 77

April 4 93

April 5 104

April 6 130

April 7 141

April 8 149

April 9 170

April 10 181

April 11 200

April 12 225

April 13 241

April 14 248

April 15 273

April 16 303

April 17 321

April 18 354

April 19 383

April 20 421

April 21 462

April 22 474

April 23 512

April 24 547

April 25 575

April 26 591

April 27 627

April 28 653

April 29 700

April 30 754

May 1 802

May 2 848

May 3 899

May 4 940

May 5 983

May 6 1022

May 7 1060

May 8 1110

May 9 1142

May 10 1193

May 11 1224

May 12 1240

May 13 1305

May 14 1349

May 15 1396

May 16 1460

May 17 1476

May 18 1510

May 19 1544

May 20 1577

May 21 1627

May 22 1657

May 23 1703

May 24 1733

May 25 1754

May 26 1785

May 27 1824

May 28 1887

May 29 1941

May 30 1960

May 31 1974

June 1 1981

June 2 2000

June 3 2016

June 4 2031

June 5 2045

June 6 2070

June 7 2095

June 8 2102

June 9 2115

June 10 2125
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Table 2

March 11 1

March 26 20

April 2 67

April 9 170

April 16 303

April 23 512

April 30 754

May 7 1060

May 14 1349

May 21 1627

May 28 1887

June 4 2031

June 9 2115

June 10 2125

1 20 67
170

303
512

754
1,060

1,349
1,627

1,887
2,031

2,115
2,125

COVID-19 cases in Alexandria

GRAPHIC/LYVI SIEG

salons, which were permit-
ted to open under phase one, 
remain the same. Overnight 
summer camps, most indoor 
entertainment venues and 
large amusement operations 
such as fairs and carnivals will 
remain closed in phase two.

Alexandria’s Department 
of Recreation, Parks and Cul-
tural Activities will begin re-
opening outdoor amenities, 
including parks, trails, fields, 
dog parks and most sports 
courts, in phase two, accord-
ing to a news release. These 
outdoor amenities are expect-
ed to be fully reopened by June 
15, according to the release. In 
addition, the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center will reopen to the 
public tomorrow. 

Swimming pools are per-
mitted to open for exercise, 
diving and swim instruction 
under phase two. However, 
the City of Alexandria has 
not announced plans to open 
public pools. 

Under phase two, all busi-
nesses and organizations must 
continue to adhere to physical 
distancing guidelines and in-
creased sanitation practices. 

As of Wednesday morn-
ing, Alexandria has had 2,125 
COVID-19 cases since March 
11, with 216 hospitalizations 
and 47 deaths, according to 
the Virginia Department of 
Health. There have been two 
new deaths reported in the 
past seven days. The percent 
of positive tests in Alexandria 
continues to decrease.

On June 7, the city re-
leased data from recent test-
ing efforts, including testing 
at long-term care facilities 
and the community testing 
event held on Memorial Day.

The Alexandria Health De-
partment has facilitated point 
prevalence surveys at eight 
Alexandria long-term care 
facilities, as many of these 
facilities are home to at-risk 
populations and have experi-
enced outbreaks of COVID-19. 
One facility declined the sur-

vey, and AHD has not report-
ed the results of the surveys 
that were conducted. Of the 47 
COVID-19 fatalities in Alex-
andria, 36 have been residents 
age 70 and older. 

On Memorial Day, the city 
offered free testing for up to 
3,000 people at temporary 
testing sites set up at Land-
mark Mall and Cora Kelly 
School for Math, Science and 
Technology. 

Of the 2,953 people who 
were tested for COVID-19 be-
tween the two sites, 236 re-
ceived positive results. 

A large portion of non-Al-
exandrians were tested at 
the event. There were 1,776 
Alexandria residents tested, 
1,027 non-Alexandrians and 
150 whose residences were 
not reported.

While the majority of 
those tested were Alexandri-
ans residents, the majority 
of the positive results were 
non-Alexandrians. Of the 236 
positive tests, only 69 were 
for Alexandria residents.

That’s a positivity rate for 
Alexandria residents of just 
under 4 percent, compared to 
a positivity rate of more than 
16 percent for non-Alexandria 
residents from the Memorial 
Day testing. It’s not clear why 
there was such a divergence in 
positive test results between 
city and non-city residents.

The AHD reported that the 

testing event had been “im-
mensely resource-intensive 
and resource-diverging,” re-
quiring more than 400 hours 
in planning and preparation. 

For more information 
about COVID-19 in Alexan-
dria, go to www.alexandriava.
gov/coronavirus or www.vdh.
virginia.gov/coronavirus.

-mschrott@alextimes.com
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reducing the school operat-
ing transfer by $7.4 million 
– from his previous proposal 
of $241.44 million to $234.04 
million – to help offset the 
city’s estimated $56.4 million 
revenue shortfall in FY2021. 

This reduction was equiv-
alent to the employee com-
pensation improvement plan 
ACPS Superintendent Dr. 
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D., 
had proposed in his initial 
FY2021 budget proposal.

Before the pandemic hit 
city and school coffers, the 
proposed FY2021 budget in-
cluded salary enhancements, 
including an average 2.63 
percent step increase for 
the majority of ACPS staff, a 
one-time bonus for the 12.5 
percent of employees who 
were not eligible for a step 
increase, a $250 “stay” bonus 
for transportation employees 
and market rate adjustments 
for specific employee groups 
to bring salaries in line with 
market averages.

With reduced funding 
from the city, a projected 
$4 million decrease in state 
funding and a $0.3 million 
decrease in local revenue, 
ACPS faced an $11.7 million 
operating fund gap. 

To close the gap, Hutch-
ings and ACPS budget staff 
recommended instituting a 
hiring freeze for non-class-
room positions, a 5 percent 
reduction in non-personnel 
costs, a reduction in new staff 
positions and cuts to the em-
ployee compensation plan.

The approved FY2021 bud-
get eliminated the proposed 
employee step increases, as 
well as the one-time bonus for 
employees who were ineligible 
for a step increase. The bud-
get also includes a decrease 
in ACPS’ contribution to the 
supplemental retirement 
fund. However, the budget 
maintains market rate pay in-
creases for certain employee 
groups, including principals 
and senior leadership.

Several school systems in 

the region also made budget 
cuts to employee compensa-
tion in light of the pandemic. 
Arlington Public Schools elim-
inated all salary increases and 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
eliminated step increases and 
market rate adjustments for 
employees.

In an attempt to supple-
ment teachers’ paychecks, 
school board members asked 
ACPS staff to produce options 
for providing teachers with “a 
modest one-time payment,” 
according to a May 29 school 
board memo from Dominic 
Turner, ACPS’ chief financial 
officer. The school board ul-
timately approved a one-time 
$158 payment to all employ-
ees not receiving a market 
rate adjustment. 

The approved budget 
maintains MRAs for prin-
cipals, central office chiefs 
– such as the chief academic 
officer, chief financial officer 
and chief operating officer 
– transportation staff and 
paraprofessionals. The posi-
tions receiving MRAs were 
informed by a 2019 compen-
sation study, and the adjust-
ments will take place steadily 
over the course of a multi-year 
plan, Hutchings said. 

“They are not competi-
tive salaries right now. They 
are at a disadvantage and the 
goal is to try to get them to a 
competitive salary level over 
the next three to five years,” 
Hutchings said at the May 8 

school board meeting.
Some school board mem-

bers were conflicted about the 
cuts to employee compensa-
tion, given the market rate ad-
justments for certain groups.

“Speaking for myself, I have 
a problem with the market rate 
approach to salaries because 
the market consistently un-
dervalues low-wage workers,” 
School Board Member Michelle 
Rief said in an email.

Some teachers said that the 
inclusion of MRAs is an admi-
rable attempt to bring all em-
ployee groups up to competi-
tive levels of compensation.

“… We seem to be in a 
time of division in America 
and I hope that folks will see 
the personnel component 
of the operating budget in 
terms of overall competitive-
ness and fairness for all em-
ployee groups,” Mark Eaton, 
a journalism teacher at T.C. 
Williams High School, said in 
an email. “It can be tempting 
to compare budget outcomes 
for one group of employees 
against another in a sin-
gle budget cycle. I hope this 

temptation can be resisted.”
The MRAs for transpor-

tation staff and paraprofes-
sionals will take place over 
three years, resulting in a 
4.64 percent MRA for the 
former and 4.5 percent MRA 
for the latter. Principals and 
chiefs would receive MRAs 
over the course of five years, 
2.9 percent for principals and 
3.4 percent for chiefs.

Elementary and middle 
school principals’ salaries are 
about 6 and 5 percent below 
market average, respectively, 
according to the study. The bot-
tom step for elementary school 
principals would increase from 
$94,032 to $96,759, while the 
top step would increase from 
$145,582 to $149,803. For mid-
dle school principals, the bot-
tom step would be adjusted 
from $98,731 to $101,594 and 
the top step from $152,858 to 
$157,291.

For chiefs, the MRA 
would increase the bot-
tom step from $135,240 to 
$139,838 and the top step 
from $187,260 to $193,627.

Transportation staff – bus 

drivers, bus monitors and me-
chanics – and paraprofession-
als are paid on an hourly basis, 
but the  three year plan for 
MRAs would increase those 
pay scales as well. Bus drivers 
will see their bottom step in-
crease from $18.48 to $19.34 
and their top step jump from 
$30.55 to $31.97.

Paraprofessionals at rank 
IV had the lowest pay range 
when compared to the market 
average. Their bottom step 
– $19.04 per hour – is about 
19 percent lower than the 
market average of $23.62, ac-
cording to the compensation 
study. The MRA will increase 
the bottom step for high level 
paraprofessionals to $19.90, 
still below the market aver-
age, and their top step from 
$31.48 to $32.90 per hour.

In total, the cost of the 
MRAs for all employee groups 
will be around $417,100, with 
the majority – $279,500 – being 
put toward 125 transportation 
staff members. About $75,100 
will go to MRAs for ACPS’ 14 
principals, about $53,900 will 
go toward seven chiefs and the 
remaining $8,600 will go to 
five paraprofessionals at level 
IV, according to Turner.

“I think it’s just really im-
portant for the community to 
understand how these budget 
cuts are really impacting our 
staff in a big way,” Rief said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

 
 

Order online at www.fontainebistro.com  
or call 703-535-8151

• New Expanded Patio Seating
• Reservations and Walk-ins Welcome
• Continuing Curbside and Takeout

FONTAINE Open 10 am to 10 pm 
Seven days a week

TM

207 King Street • mysonomacellar.com

Taste Our All-New Café Menu!
• Premium Parisian Kusmi Teas

• Fresh Pour-Over Coffee
• Quiches, Pastries, & Lunch Menu

Outdoor Patio Seating in the Garden

@

Current Approved

Bottom Step Top Step Bottom Step Top Step

Bus Driver $18.48 $30.55 $19.34 $31.97

Bus Monitor $15.95 $24.85 $16.69 $26.00

Mechanic I $19.61 $32.43 $20.52 $33.93

Mechanic II $20.81 $34.39 $21.78 $35.99

Lead Mechanic $23.41 $38.71 $24.50 $40.51

Paraprofessional IV $19.01 $31.48 $19.90 $32.90

Elementary School Principal $94,032.00 $145,582.00 $96,759.00 $149,803.00

K-8 Principal $94,032.00 $145,582.00 $96,759.00 $149,803.00

Middle School Principal $98,731.00 $152,858.00 $101,594.00 $157,291.00

Chiefs $135,240.00 $187,260.00 $139,838.00 $193,627.00

ACPS FROM | 1

GRAPHIC/LYVI SIEG
The current salaries and hourly pay for certain ACPS employees and the market rate adjustments 
that the school board approved.
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Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

Each year, Virginia American Water provides its 
customers with an Annual Water Quality Report 
to let them know how our water quality stacks up 
against established federal and state drinking 
water standards. If you are a customer of ours, 
we encourage you to review this report as it 
provides details about the source and quality of 
the drinking water delivered to you in 2019. 

View your water quality report online today! In 
an effort to be more environmentally responsible, 
we are no longer printing our water quality 
reports. Instead, we have made them available 
on our website. To view your report online, visit: 
www.amwater.com/ccr/alexandria.pdf. 

If you wish to have a paper copy, you can print 
one directly from our website. You can also 
receive a printed version by contacting our 
Customer Service Center at 1-800-452-6863.

Your water quality  
report is now  
available online

WE KEEP LIFE FLOWING™

Council plans community 
police review board
Residents seek account-
ability at APD in wake of 
George Floyd’s killing 
BY MISSY SCHROTT

A new chapter in the 
civil rights movement has 
emerged across the nation 
in the wake of the death of 
George Floyd, a black man 
who was killed by a white po-
lice officer in Minneapolis on 
May 25. In Alexandria, city 
leaders and some residents 
want structural changes to 
ensure something similar 
doesn’t happen in the Alex-
andria Police Department. 

At city council’s legislative 
meeting on Tuesday, Coun-
cilor Mo Seifeldein brought 
forward a resolution con-
demning police brutality and 
systemic racism. One of the 
more controversial aspects of 
the resolution was a proposal 
to establish a community po-
lice review board. The board 
would be composed of com-
munity members and would 
provide oversight of the APD, 
Seifeldein said. 

Council unanimously ap-
proved the resolution and, 
in doing so, directed the city 
manager and city attorney to 
return to council in the first 
legislative meeting of Sep-
tember with a proposal to es-
tablish the board. 

Councilor Canek Aguirre 
expressed support for estab-
lishing the board and em-
phasized the importance of 
taking action in response to 
the demands of community 
members.

“Talk is cheap. What people 
want to see is action,” Aguirre 
said. “We’re using the power 
that we have, in terms of pol-
icy making and being able to 
change policies and review pol-
icies, so that we can essentially 
create this new normal that we 
need to see in our society.” 

Police Chief Michael 

Brown told council he was 
hesitant about the connota-
tion associated with commu-
nity police boards. 

“A review board, as a 
phrase in our world in policing, 
has a very negative connota-
tion,” Brown said. “There’s a 
history when they first created 
the citizen review boards and 
in the business of law enforce-
ment it’s considered, in many 
cases, a threatening title. It 
takes many forms, but the vis-
ceral reaction by police is that 
they’re coming out to get you.”

Brown pointed out that the 
APD already receives over-
sight from the Human Rights 
Commission, a 14-member 
commission that works to 
facilitate the understanding 
of rights and responsibilities 
and holds public hearings on 
specific complaints. Brown 
said he meets with the com-
mission once a year and its 
executive board twice a year. 

Per council’s direction, city 
staff will look into the Human 
Rights Commission’s relation-
ship with APD – and any pos-
sible overlap with a new police 
review board – before bring-
ing a proposal to council. 

“My only concern is try-
ing to identify the gaps in 
what we currently have with 
the Human Rights Commis-
sion and kind of what the end 
state is,” Mayor Justin Wilson 
said. “I don’t think our end 
state is the title of the board, 
I think our end state is a set 
of functions and responsibil-
ities for whatever that citizen 
oversight of police is to be.”

Seifeldein argued that 
there’s a benefit in having an 
authority that is solely dedi-
cated to overseeing the po-
lice department. 

“I think having an inde-
pendent body that is exclu-
sively dedicated to this one 
thing will serve our objective 
and the goal of the commu-

nity at large,” Seifeldein said. 
“To that end, I expect the 
body, when formed with the 
approval of council, would 
have some representation 
from council, some attorneys, 
some retired law enforce-
ment, maybe some judges, 
community members, teen-
agers who are constantly 
dealing with police, teenagers 
of color that is, so we want it 
to be a representative body.”

Councilor Amy Jackson 
expressed support for the 
board, but echoed Brown’s 
concern that its negative con-
notation could drive officers 
away from the department. 

“What we don’t want to 
see is a retreat of police offi-
cers that already don’t have 
the compensation … that 
other [jurisdictions] might 
give them. We want to keep 
the good guys here,” Jackson 
said. “We have to find a bal-
ance to know you’re not be-
ing punished by having this 
community review board 
established, that it’s just to 
hear the problems associated 
with any instances that may 
arise in our community.”

Earlier in the meeting, 
City Manager Mark Jinks had 
Brown talk to council about 
accountability and use of force 
in the police department, as 
well as APD’s response to city 
protests. Consistent with the 
city’s position, the APD is 
supportive of peaceful pro-
tests and has been present at 
the various demonstrations 
that have taken place across 
the city, Brown said.

Regarding accountability 
and use of force, APD released 
a Frequently Asked Questions 
webpage in response to ques-
tions the department has re-
ceived from residents, Brown 
said. The FAQ sheet is available 
at www.alexandriava.gov/po-
lice/info/default-115812.html. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com
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Black Lives Matter protest
Protests have swept the nation in the wake of the killing of George Floyd, a black man who died at the knee of a Minneapolis 

police officer on May 25. Several protests and marches have taken place in Alexandria in the past two weeks, including a march 
that closed down King Street on June 5. A crowd gathered for a moment of silence in Market Square around 2 p.m., then marched 

up and down King Street, their cries of "Black Lives Matter" and "No justice, no peace" echoing through Old Town. 
Photos by Missy Schrott
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Metropolitan School 
of the Arts in Alexandria 
hosted a 24-hour Facebook 
watch party to share the arts 
with the community and 
raised $17,000 as part of its 
$375,000 goal to help sustain 
and maintain its operation-
al costs. More than 16 MSA 
staff and parent volunteers, 
22 MSA alumni and 100 MSA 
students helped produce the 
Facebook event. 

“These gracious dona-
tions will help us remain 
operational and sustain-
able during the mandatory 
closings,” Melissa Dobbs, 
founder of Metropolitan 

School of the Arts, said. 
“We’re so appreciative of 
the community support as 

we continue to navigate on-
line learning through the 
rest of this year.”

Alexandria City Public 
Schools will be holding a 
virtual Class of 2020 gradua-
tion ceremony on Saturday at 
9:30 a.m. 

The senior year of high 
school is one of the most 
important rites of passage 
in any student’s academic 
career. It is the culmination 
of many years of hard work 
and dedication to academ-
ics, involvement in clubs 
and participation in ath-
letics, arts and career, and 
technical education oppor-
tunities. Senior year serves 
as the end of one chapter 
in a student's life but also 

as the beginning of anoth-
er. It is a special time that 
is filled with celebrations of 
accomplishments.

While school closures due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
have upended the tradition-
al ending to a school year, 
ACPS staff has been hard at 
work trying to plan the most 
meaningful and special ways 
to recognize graduating stu-
dents while also being re-
sponsible to public safety 
and health. 

The virtual ceremony 
will be featured on ACPS-TV 
Channel 71, Facebook Live 
and on www.acps.k12.va.us.

While an in-person grad-
uation wasn't possible this 
spring, Burgundy Farm 
Country Day School fully 
celebrated, and will contin-
ue to celebrate, the wonder-
ful contributions of its Class 

of 2020. Lawn sign delivery, 
door-to-door car parades, a 
diploma pick-up and a grad-
uation video watch party are 
some of the major elements of 
the remote celebration of the 
school’s eighth grade class.

Each spring, Immanu-
el Lutheran School Upper 
School students eagerly 
count down the days to 
one of their favorite an-
nual traditions: science 
camp and adventure camp. 
During the first week in 
May, fifth and sixth grade 
students typically travel 
to Pennsylvania for three 
days at science camp, while 
seventh and eighth graders 
head towards the Virginia 
mountains for three days 
of adventure camp.

Though these traditions 
could not happen in the 
usual way this year, ILS 
faculty and staff worked to 
coordinate an Adventure 
Camp at Home experience 
for Upper School students 

to partake in outdoor fun.
During the first week 

in May, students were in-
vited to compete in a vari-
ety of challenges at home, 
capturing proof of their 
accomplishments along 

the way with videos and 
photos. Students uploaded 
these to share with other 
families and were awarded 
points for their house team 
for completing challenges, 
as well as for particularly 
creative and entertaining 
submissions. Challenges 
included making a boat and 
proving it floated, filming 
a wild animal encounter, 
whittling a bar of soap, 
sketching flora and fauna, 
building an outdoor shel-
ter, building a campfire, 
climbing a tree, building 
a bridge, creating a camp-
themed diorama and more.

Additionally, students 
were provided s'mores 
supplies, camp cook-out 
recipes and other ideas for 
each day to bring some of 
the camp experience to life 
at home. Families shared 
fun photos and videos of 
how students, parents and 
siblings enjoyed the week 
together.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

T.C. to host virtual 
graduation ceremony

Burgundy celebrates 
virtual graduation

ILS brings spring traditions to students

Metropolitan School of the Arts Facebook 
watch party raises $17,000

Now offering  
Online Music Lessons 

for All Ages and Levels!

Highest quality  
private lessons 

taught by creative 
and engaging faculty

571.970.2615 
opalmusicstudio.com

PHOTO/ METROPOLITAN SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
Metropolitan School of the Arts performing arts seniors take their 
final bow during MSA’s 24-hour Facebook watch party.

COURTESY PHOTO
ILS students cook hot dogs at 
home.

Camp is held at the Washington Sailing Marina in Alexandria.

Washington Sailing Marina 
Summer Sailing 
Camp is Opened!

Register at  
www.washingtonsailingmarina.com
Questions? email amy@sharethewind.com
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Have you ever seen a bird 
and wondered "What is that 
bird?" The Alexandria Coun-
try Day School second graders 
have written a book to teach 
you how to start identifying 
birds by answering a handful 
of questions. 

The students began their 
work on the book, “A Bird 
Walk in Monticello Park,” by 
learning about and observing 
the birds of nearby Monticello 
Park. They then wrote about 
the birds they saw and drew 
pictures of the birds. ACDS 
alumnus, parent and Monticel-
lo Park birder Michael Pollack 
contributed photographs that 
he took in the park of the birds. 

The simple descriptions 
in the book provide an easy 
entry into the world of bird-
watching for all ages.

“This fun project was made 
more meaningful by providing 
the students with an authentic 

audience for their work,” Eliz-
abeth Lockwood said. “They 
were excited to share their re-
search and artwork with park 
neighbors and other students 
interested in learning about 
birds in Monticello Park and 
elsewhere." 

“A Bird Walk in Monticel-
lo Park” is available for pur-
chase on Amazon.com and all 
proceeds will be donated to 
benefit Monticello Park.

On June 2, members of 
Browne Academy’s Class 
of 2020 and their families 
gathered for a socially dis-
tant diploma ceremony. 

Each graduate was 
cheered on by their family 
and friends as their person-
al walk-up song played and 
they received their diplo-
ma. The sounds of cheers 
and horns honking could 
be heard from the Beltway. 
Browne Academy is proud 
of its graduates and wishes 
them well as they move on 
to high school.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

ACDS second graders 
publish ‘A Bird Walk in 
Monticello Park’Browne Academy hosts diploma ceremony

Class of 2020 students revisit their roots

www.oldtownpianostudio.com
120 S. Royal St. | 703 341 7341

  

 
 

 The Piano Studio of  
 Old Town Alexandria 

  
 SUMMER SCHEDULE 

 
  
 Student: _____________________________________________________ 

 
 
     Available         Unavailable   
 

 July 
June 29 – July 4  ________  ________ 

 
 
          July 6 – July 11  ________  ________ 

 
   

July 12 – July 18  ________  ________   
       

 
July 19 – July 25  _________  ________ 
 

 
                 July 26 – August 1  _________  ________ 
 
 
      August 

    August 2 – Aug 8  _________  _________  
 

 
    August 9 – Aug 1 5 _________  ________ 
 

 
     August 16 – Aug 22 _________  ________ 
  

August 23  – Aug 29  _________     ________ 
 
August 30 -  Sept 5        __________  __________ 

 
 

Reopening 
for in-person 

lessons  
June 21
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Ella Campbell
William Conaton
Anna Connolly Lisle
Elizabeth Crockett
Samantha Gearghty

Owen Hull
Nicholas Ierardi
Samantha Johnson
Alexander Kruska
Sophie Ledonio

Julia Lungren
Talia McCarthy
Hillary McKay
Sarah McKenna

Finn O’Brien
Mia Passantino
Aida Rhilinger
Nora Roche
Lorelei Skowronek
Jude Sparrow

Sophia Stremple
Daniel Suits
Lucy Voelker
Riely Weaver
Helena Williams

Congratulations 

Creat ing an educated community  to  serve Chris t  and one another  with integri ty  and respect .

Our graduates will attend: Bishop Ireton, Bishop O'Connell, Edison High School, Georgetown  
Visitation, Gonzaga, Sacred Heart, St Mark's School, St. Stephen's & St. Agnes, and TC Williams

VISIT US AT BSSVA.ORG • 1417 W. BRADDOCK RD., ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302 • 703-998-4170

BLESSED 
SACRAMENT 
SCHOOL

Alexandria, VA

Class of 2019

Congratulations Class of 2020
Sara Admete • Charlotte Benson • Patrick Carpenter • Ava Cully • Sara Fenimore • Jack Garlock
Stephen Harrington • Charlotte Hrobsky • Bobby Huerter • James Johnson  • Chloe Kaczmarek

Will Keller • Walker Kopp • Mary Grace Long • Emma Markey •  Franklin Pizanti •  Daniela Salinas
Heather Schofi eld • Maura Schroder • JB Stremple •  Kurt Voelker • Bridget Wendling • Madeline Wojciak 
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Alexandria, VA

Class of 2019
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Bishop Ireton High School •  Bishop O’Connell High School •  Edison High School
Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School  •  St. John’s College High School 
Souhegan High School (NH)  •  T.C. Williams High School

Our Graduates 
Will Attend

lessed Sacrament SchoolB

Sara Admete • Charlotte Benson • Patrick Carpenter • Ava Cully • Sara Fenimore • Jack Garlock
Stephen Harrington • Charlotte Hrobsky • Bobby Huerter • James Johnson  • Chloe Kaczmarek

Will Keller • Walker Kopp • Mary Grace Long • Emma Markey •  Franklin Pizanti •  Daniela Salinas
Heather Schofi eld • Maura Schroder • JB Stremple •  Kurt Voelker • Bridget Wendling • Madeline Wojciak

 703-998-4170

Bishop Ireton High School •  Bishop O’Connell High School •  Edison High School
Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School  •  St. John’s College High School 

COURTESY PHOTO
The cover of “A Bird Walk in 
Monticello Park.”

Class of 2020 high school 
students returned to Lyles 
Crouch Traditional Academy 
– where they graduated from 
fifth grade seven years ago 
– for a socially distanced 
graduation get-together.

PHOTO/ ERIC MARCH PHOTOGRAPHY
A celebratory car at Browne’s socially distant diploma ceremony.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Congratulations  
to the Class of 

2020!
Well done!  

Best of luck!

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com
Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd.

703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com
7934 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria, VA 22308

703-765-1555 • www.villagehrdw.com

The Village Hardware Store 
congratulates all the class of '20 
West Potomac High School grads

Abdi Rahman Mohamed Abdi • Samuel Jay Aboff • Mcjuby Absolu • Xavier Blake Adams • Sabrin Omer Adem • Kenan Gray Aden • Adrian Alejandro Aguilar • Dayana 
Sharon Aguilar Roman • Andres Alexi Aguirre • Analy Lisbeth Ajtun Lazo • Abdullah Akhtar • Sabeen Akhtar • Sabit Ibne Alam • Tesfayeneh M. Alemu • Connor 
Wellford Allen • William Rollison Allen • Amir Khalil Alsayyad • Noble Truth Alt-Pan • Priscila Ximena Alvarado Camacho • Nayeli Alvarez • Katerin Julieth Amador 
Chavez • Yaw Opoku Amandiku • Nicole Andrea Amato • Franklin Alexander Amaya • Hector Manuel Amaya Velasquez • Ethan Fisher Ames • Anthony Kwaku Amoah 
• Abigail Serwaa Ampong • Juliette Amponsah • Christopher Jason Anderson • Grant William Anderson • Lyndsay Hall Anderson • Samantha Tristan Anderson • 
Sophie Caroline Anderson • Joshua Andre Andia Soto • Theresa Rose Anthony • Jazmine Lorena Aparicio • Elizabeth May Apitz • Ian Sergio Aragon • Susan Elizabeth 
Aramony • Tamara Virginia Arce Ibanez • Gustavo Edenilso Arevalo • Emilia Jesus Argenal • Johana Aracely Argueta Avalos • Diana Teresa Argueta Rodriguez • Jose 
Antonio Arias Avila • Juan Carlos Arias Salcedo • Jalani D. Armstrong • Ava Layne Arthur • Bridget Kathleen Artman • Jesse Gyekye Asenso • Wesley Albert Asimawe • 
Emily Therese Atkinson • Michael Andrew Auld • Jaenell Indira Austrie • Jacob Kunio Avalos • Sheila Rachel Avelar • Jessy • Avelar Pedraza • Damari Sarai Ayala 
Mendoza • Newton Anasinaba Ayamga • Zahra Babayee • Alycia M. Baker • Bryan Balanta Caballero • Hailey Anne Baldwin • Zoe Mona Mejia Bangachon • Roberto 
Carlos Baquedano Rodriguez • Andy Alejandro Barahona-D'Andrea • Jules Kiley Magno Barden • Juliana Kate Magno Barden • Owen Christopher Barr • Aparna Barua • 
Julia Barua • Ruhama Geira Baruda • Qasim Bashir • Justin Shawn Bassett • Destiny Monina Batten • Ashley Elizabeth-Ann Beckett • Brianna Elizabeth Benavides • 
Andres Santos Tangen Benitez • Justin C. Bennett • Quaronde Demond Bennett • Nahom Fassil Berhe • Gabriel Brempong Berko • Lisbeth Azucena Blanco Zambrano 
• Kimberly Blanco-Gallegos • Olivia Margo Blondin • Parker Dare Blondin • Carolyn Grace Bloom • Elizabeth Boakye • Isaac Boamah • Margaret Achiaa Boateng • 
Kelly Elizabeth Bodner • Robert John Boling • Maria Alejandra Bonilla • Stanley Alexander Bonilla • Nicole Marie Booth • Molly Jean Bougie • Isidora Emperatriz 
Bracamonte Gonzalez • Eleanor Gayle Brademan • Joshua Evan Breining • Maria Elizabeth Brewster • Sophia Patricia Brewster • Danni Jeanjaquet Briosos • Matthew 
Wilson Broome • Emma Isabelle Brown • Brielle Monet Brown • Keymonne Aaron Brown • Thomas Huffman Bruno • Greyson David Buchanan • Jonas Eugene 
Butikofer • Charles Francis Byrnes • Walter Alexander Cabrera Orellana • Jennifer Cabrera-Funes • Pedro Camarillo • Rufael George Campora • Vionie Yamilex Canas 
• Zoe Parrish Cann • Ariel Fernando Carmona-Garcia • Katherine Lizbeth Castillo • Joseph Rocco Castrilli • Fabiola Guadalupe Castro • Gabriel Castro • Lilian 
Georgina Castro • Samuel Castro • Francisco Alberto Castro Barahona • Fernando Jose Castro-Martinez • Kaytlyn Jean Cauley • Wendy Estefania Chavez Quinteros • 
Keiry Yessenia Chicas • Nicolette Lorraine Christensen • Olivia Marie Chromey • Victoria Hope Cline • Mya Ave Clyburn • Nyah Yana Clyburn • Stephen P. Collins • 
Ivan Couisine • Samuel Sidney Crane • Kenyah Iyanah Crockett • Robert Jordan Crump • Evelyn Alexandra Cruz • Alexandra Nicol Cruz Rivas • Alma Valeria Cruz-Lo-
pez • Susana Madeline Cruz-Maldonado • Jackson Gabriel Culver • Tavin Lawrence Cuthbertson • Donye' Dionna Dailey • Grace Elizabeth Dannahey • Isabella Kelton 
Danyluk • Gabriella Aileen Davidson • Dulciana Henrietta Davis • Saron Dawit • Kyana Janae Dawkins • Mikaela Noelle Day • Consuelo Vannesa De Leon • Paula 
Adriana De Lima • Lauren Isabelle De Phillips • Henry Braxton Dean • Thomas James Dean • Tristan Wyatt Dean • Haley Nicole DeBok • Brian Edward Deighton • 
Lucero Dayanara Dela Fuente • Isabella Noelle DeMaso • Sky Stevens DeMitchell • Riley James Demmel • Willa Mae Snyder Denton • Royce Colby Dessaure • Michael 
Henry Devlin • Katherine Oraydes Diaz • Evelyn Dibell • Cole Alexander Dillaplain • Abigail Jane Dittman • Janell Laveta Dixon • Yollande Dado Djossou • Emnet 
Dlnessa • Deandre Donava Doherty • Angelo Rafael Domingo • Keenan Alexander Donahue • Nina Marie Donnithorne • Emily Anne Dorn • Stephanie Marie Downs • 
Andrew John Drotos • Emily Claire Drotos • Vernon Asuane Dudley • James Andrew Duke • Martha Beatriz Duran Gaitan • Alexander Joseph Echeverri • Osei Bonsu 
Effah • Sarah Selam Elaias • Youcef Yasser Elgamal • Sami Tagelsir Elmelik • Joseph Patrick English • Nayeli Alejandra Enriquez Cortez • Henry Eduardo Esperanza • 
Harrison Robert Evans • Beenish Faheem • Caitlin Lucia Fanone • Brandon Lloyd Farmer • Rebekah Grace Farmer • Caroline Annabel Lee Farson • Anna Christine 
Ferrari • Allan Fabricio Ferrufino Urbina • Suamy Johan Ferrufino Urbina • Kebely Jamilthe Figueroa • Aaron Romon Finley • William Thomas Finnegan • Adam John 
Fischer • Peter David Fleischman • Diana Lisseth Flores • Walter Alexis Flores Canales • Nayeli Flores-Campos • Isaias Junior Flores-Estrada • Mitchell Paden 
Flores-Kaplan • Woods Nicoll Floyd • Joshua Warner Folsom • William Bell Folsom • Katherine Liseth Fonseca • Jessica Leanne Foss • Anneliese Francesca Fowler • 
Allen Jawon Franklin • Maya Elizabeth Franklin • Caley Austin Freitas • John William Fricka • Alfredo Andrew Fuentes • Natalia Emily Fuentes • Andrea Gissel 
Fuentes Rivera • Gloria Stephany Funez Euceda • Abigail Marie Gaetjen • Brayan Josue Galeano Perez • Cristian Jeovanny Galeano Perez • Gabrielle Marie Galeota • 
Dorsey Ray Galford III • Stephen Keith Gallagher Jr • Aiden Yoshi Gallishaw • Edinson Quintin Garcia • Oswald Alexander Garcia • Richard Samael Garcia Santos • 
Brian Aaron Garcia-Arevalo • Luke William Patri Garden • Julian Alexander Gasparo • Peter Lee Gattuso • Dalton James Giffin • Jack Gifford • Maeve Powers Gilmartin 
• Kendall Marie Goetz-Grady • Luis Ernesto Gomez • Yasmeen Asia Gomez • Isaac Bladimir Gomez-Carballo • Ariana Nichole Gonzales-Cuaquira • Estefany Dayana 
Gonzalez • Cristian Alberto Gonzalez Melgar • Thomas Jackson Gould • Katherine Michelle Granados-Reyes • Kevin Terrell Gray Jr. • Kyle Joseph Green • Aliyah 
Simone Gregory • Gabrielle A. Greszler • Jonah Mathews Griner • Gabriel Alexander Guglielmo • Jacob Duncan Guthrie • Faraz Hamayoon • Nathaniel Stevens 
Hancock • Matthew Jay Hanley • Bradley Keenan Harden • Desiree Monique Harris • Richard David Harrison • Ariane Harvey • Rimshaw Hassan • Maliah Lanae 
Hawkins • Abigail Anne Hays • Calliem Isaiah Height • Olivia Marie Helal • Harold Paulk Henderson III • Isabelle Louise Hendricks • Makayla Lynn Henry • Beatrice 
Mary Ina Heratsch • Vannessa Michelle Hernandez • Cristian Jocsan Hernandez-Erazo • Andrew Daniel Herrup • Griffin Charles Heyde • Allison Hannah Hildreth • 
Trevor John Hilko • Katalina-Renee Diane Marisol Hill • Carter Desoun Hinton • Mariam Hofyani • Henry Charles Hogan • Dominic Michael Holmes • Chelsea Marie 
Hoover • Jessica B. Elorm Hope • Nicole Elizabeth Hoyos • Paige Davis Humphreys • Adrien Brittian Hunter • Zachary Morgan Husband • Sami Amin Hussien • Adrian 
Ibarra • Tristan Clark Iboleon • Mariella Margarita Pique Ilagan • Brayan Ezequiel Iraheta • Faris Ahmad Issa • Cristian Noe Izaguirre Lazo • Okechi Matthew Izun-
wanne • Brian Henry Jackson • Davis Peter Jackson • George Alec Jackson • Halle Andrea Jackson • Jeffrey Jaimes • Taylor Simone Jamison • Edith Jauregui-Buenros-
tro • Dacne Liliana Carrillo Jimenez • Bryan Jimenez-Castro • Samuela Cecille John • Alexander Keith Johnson • Alfred Lee Jones • Le'lon Jenae Jones • Vickeya 
Nevaeh Jones • Amy Natalie Joya-Argueta • Janiya Marie Kadi • Rosa Faisalnatu Kamara • Deiton Kainua Kaneakua • Rachel Catherine Karabin • Lutfa Binte Karim • 

Congratulations West Potomac Class of 2020
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On behalf of the Celtino Foundation,  
the founders Bonnie Rideout and Jesus Medrano  
would like to congratulate the West Potomac Class of 2020!  
You are all bright lights during this difficult time.  
We are so proud of every one of you! 
Visit www.celtino.org to learn more about our non-profit educational outreach.

Quinn Auguste Karlisch • Roy Alejandro Kavetsky Caquias • Molly Elizabeth Kennedy • Samuel Alan Kent • Hannah Elizabeth Kenyon • Lily Corinn Kenyon • Erin 
Boland Keough • Jeehad Thuckbir Khan • Yasir Ali Khan • Andrew Scott Kieffer • Conner Dylan Kiernan • Madison Mae Kimberlin • Dylan Raymond Kleima • Marian-
na Kluchko • Charlotte Elise Krell • Rhys Alexander Krinberg • Albert Kwarbi • Landon Faron Lamb • Brenda Jacqueline Landaverde Carcamo • Jose Wilfredo Lara 
Portillo • Hope Elizabeth Larrick • Isabelle Verite Lash • Kayla Danae Lawrence • Edwin Ronald Lazo • Kaia Van Anh Le • Marvin Darnell Leach Jr. • Caroline Kelly 
Leibowitz • Jessica Lizbeth Lemus Arevalo • Josue Daniel Leonard • Abigail Fiore Leonardi • Garrett William Lewis • Man Ting Li • Jovieh Theanette Madlos Liray • 
Eva Lodowski • Morgan Carter Long • Gabriela Noemi Lopez Carcamo • Jennifer Lopez-Leon • Ethan Hassler Losee • Marta Virginia Loyo-Ramos • Emam-Amine Lucas 
• Luis Angel Luna Sandoval • Lucas Lyon • Reuben Godfield Lyte • Steven Warren Mackall II • Tyler Adrienne Mackie • Anthony James Marcellus Malone III • Stepha-
nie Manrriquez Gallegos • Yashua Christopher Manuel • Eduardo Antonio Marchena Gonzalez • Giovanni Nello Marcucci • Naomi Laura Marin • Aidan David Markley 
• Connor Julian Marshall • Olivia Monet Martinez • Samuel Quinn Mason • Hussain Masood • Diego S. Mata Molina • Jeimy Judith Mata Molina • Alilionia Simone 
Matthews • Johnston .Terrill Mayo • Declan Patrick McClanahan • Emma Bryn McClellan • James Ryan McClellan • Phillip Jeremiah McClusky • Kelly Marie Atwood 
McCobb • Aine Maria McCuin • Max David Brian McCullough • Micah Aaron McDonald • David Robert McFarlane • Kwabena Hezekiah McGaney-Osei • Jasmine 
Ashley McGee • Max Owen McGee • Welles Joseph McHenry • Jack Patrick McKone • Ian Daniel McLellan • ShannonHope McMaster • DuJuan Marquis McMillan • 
Brian Michael McNamara • Nayeli Isabel Medrano • Paola Elizabeth Medrano • Yeni Lissette Medrano • Norma Izamar Medrano Maradiaga • Ashlyn Julieth Mejia • 
Cesar Luis Mejia • Gladis Evelin Mejia Garcia • Marilyn Yesenia Melgar Morales • Diana Sarai Mendes • Jasmine Caroline Mendoza • Chelsea Pomaah Mensah • Kiara 
Larissa Merino-Amaya • Grace Anne Merkli • Ellie Patton Messin • Kate Marie Meyer • Harrison Jacob Mikulski • Lara Elizabeth Miller • Ryan James Miller • Margaret 
Joan Minarcik • Elijah Xavier Miranda Hernandez • Sara Mirza • Justin David Mitchual • Racquel Michel Mitchual • Katheryn Fabiola Molina • Genesis Anahi Moli-
na-Iraheta • Michael Kwame Monney • Aleigh Marie Monroe • Oscar Danilo Montesinos • Cesar David Morales Yaipen • Angel Moran-Abundez • Anthony Moreno • 
Camden Andrew Mounts • Amira Asem Muaket • Munaza Mumtaz • Manuel Adolfo Munoz Urrutia • Annika Katherine Munson • Sarah Dabney Murphy • Zachary 
Allan Murray • Kayla EllieaRosheda Nanton • Samuel Francis Nesfield • Rosy Paulina Ngo-Bapoungue • Tiffany Le Nguyen • Madison Elizabeth Niepling • Katharine 
Frances Niles • Joel Boateng Nimako • Martha Moultrie Normand • Jacob Edward Norton • Kelly Mulowayi Ntambwe • Declan Matthias Nugent • Imran Amir Nuru • 
Joshua Obeng • Annabelle O'Bryan • Alexander James Kenneth Obst • Victoria Grace O'Donnell • Michael Werner Oelschlager • Richard Offee • Tierney A. Offringa • 
Ryan Toshimi Oiki • Henry Ernesto Ojeda Velasquez • Christabel Akyaa Opoku • Hyiakuro Okrah Opoku • Brenda Dennis Orozco Zuniga • Jacob Alan Ortega • Angela 
Patricia Ortega-Perez • Jackeline Nicole Ortez Cruz • Elias Beste Owens • Aziza Mohamed Pagoaga Hernandez • Albert Joseph Pallasch • Hugo Andres Parada Pani-
agua • Kyra Keddy Paradise • Margaret Darrah Patrick • Ethan Rocco Payne • Christina Joyce Pelliccio • Amelia Katherine Penkiunas • Sergio Ernesto Perez Hernandez 
• Yaritza Miguelina Perez Hernandez • Fernando Jose Perez Quevedo • Olivia Anne Petretich • Sheridan Jiang Phalen • Phillip Phi Pham • Ruhama Philipos • John 
Galbraith PhippsIII • Jonathan Josue Portillo • Jhonnatan Irvi Portillo Ramirez • Katie Evelyn Portillo Rivera • Louis Augustus Poulson Jr. • Michael Scott Preston II • 
Carolyn Ann Privette • Christopher Jacob Promen • Devin James Quilty • Wendy Michelle Quintanilla-Gonzalez • Manrique Jose Quinteros • Hamza Rabeh • Jacob 
Robert Radoski • Denesia Kelsey Ragbeer • Catherine I. Rainey Adrian Jesus Ramirez • Stefany Beatriz Ramirez Aguilar • Kassandra Beatriz Ramirez Lopez • Maryam 
Rehman • Saif Ur Rehman • Calla Rain Reidy • Kattarina Denice Reisetter • Sabrina Ivana Reyes • Kelvin Manuel Reyes Rodriguez • Chloe Alethia Rippetoe • Laila 
Simone Rivas • Angelo Mauricio Rivera • MacKenzie Yang Qiao Rivera • Jonah Paul Riviere • Anna Marietta-Eliz Rizzi • Dylan Connor Robison • Mustaf Ali Roble • 
Karen Paola Robles Macias • Brendan Mitchell Rockwell • Eliza Carroll Roddey • Kevin Medrado Rodriguez Berdugo • Kelvin Noel Rodriguez Cruz • Lucy Paoly 
Rodriguez Espinal • Saira Liseth Rodriguez Gomez • Paula Lineth Rodriguez Paz • Christian Jose Rodriguez Rosario • Emerson Steven Rodriguez-Paz • Betsy Sharlyn 
Rodriguez-Perez • Danny Mauricio Romero Hernandez • Gilbert Anthony Rosales • Karla Gisselle Rosales-Gutierrez • Hannah Jade Roverse • Nicolas Alejandro Ruiz • 
Aidan John Ryan • Shehreyaar Sadiq • Marwa Saeed • Qudsia Saeed • Jacqueline Salas Asto • Darius Julian Saldana • William Joseph Salmon • Jeffrey Rene Sanchez • 
Paola Marisol Sanchez Duran • Aidan Crocker Sanderson • Nicholas Andrew Sanderson • Katerin Sandoval • Estefani Joanna Sandoval Flores • George Sanga-Williams 
• Adriana Anai Santana • Marymeli Janet Saravia • Connor Brendan Schaefer • Aidan C. Scheel • Georgia Grace Elisa Schlacter • Angel Schudlich • Daniel Schudlich • 
Nicholas K. Sepple • Kadiatu Roke Sesay • Daniel Ryan Sharpe • Aaron MacKenzie Sheckels • Spencer George Sibley • Thisakya Methmi Silva • Jenifer Janeth Silva 
Lazo • Doval Ojay Simmonds • Ayalen Melady Sivirian • Cian Ross Smith • Sy'Nia D Smith • Zakiya N'Kyra Smith • Cole William Sneath • Julitzy Marina Soriano • 
Willian Ariel Soto Midence • Taha Soukarno • Demonte Quamae Spann • Aristotle John Stamos • Renee Ann Starego • Keyshawn Jamari Suber • Leia Madden Surovell 
• Emery Tor Tarpeh • Shahrin Islam Tasnia • Bisma Tehreem • Daphne Zarai Tellez Tejeda • Anne Bennett Terwilliger • Hermela Admasu Tesfaye • Allison Danielle 
Thompson • Cyrus Alexander Thompson • Heather Grace Halia Thompson • Trinity Patrice Thompson • Andrew Irvine Tillman • Lam Phung To • Stacey Beraly 
Torres-Coreas • Jocelyn Natalia Torres-Cruz • Guillermo Ariel Trejo-Rubio • Kevin Trigg • Jacob Robert Trumbo • Kadijatu Margrate Turay • Edward Joseph Tynes • 
Wesley Flynn Uhrin • David Albert Underwood • Carlos Samuel Urbina Canales • Anthony Vaca-Colque • Mia Kathryn Vago • Ronald Otoniel Vasquez Maradiaga • 
Yohana Isabel Vasquez Romero • Antony Junior Vega • Karina Veizaga Ferrufino • Claudia Liseth Velasquez • Josue David Velasquez • Angela Iveth Velasquez Pineda • 
Yoselin Cristina Velasquez Torres • Reny Jazlyn Velasquez-Godinez • Anibal Xavier Velasquez-Nunez • Feliciano Osmin Villalta Alvarez • Gerrit Michael Vonk • Elyse 
Irene Walker • Fiona Mae Wals • Aidan Jodie Walters • Micah Alexander Warren • Sydney Arfaa Webster • Hannah Kathleen Weisel • Katherine Grace Walden Wells • 
Trey Eduardo Wheeler • Erika Svendsen Whipps • Bruce Godwin Wilkinson • Shanya Breanna Williams • Kelly Marie Wilson • • Kimahri Lee Wilson • Shea Morris 
Wilson-Ware • Hans Andrew Wirkkala Burkholder • Clarissa Day Womble • Gillian Ann Wong • Kimberly Wong • Kollin Evin Worlds • Jacques Twain Worth • Joseph 
Pryor Wray • Darius DaJuan Wright • Donavan Maurice Wright • Caitlin Mackenzie Wunderlich • Husiafe Yahaya • Karen Yanez • Bethlehem Tekle Yemane • Mattan 
Girmai Yohannes • Kaylee Nicole York • Daniel Timothy Young II • Mariya Yousuf • Emily Grace Yu • Grace Ann Zdebski • Ananiya Tariku Zewdie • Christine Zheng 

Congratulations West Potomac Class of 2020
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TCWHS class of 2020 Yanira was a member 
of the Social Justice Club, Latinas Leading 
Tomorrow, Community Lodgings’ After-School 
Program (12 yrs) and Girls Mentoring.

Congratulations,
The class of 2020 is wonderful and their accomplishments  

academically, athletically and artistically should be celebrated! 
Yanria Lazo Pineda! 

Good luck at Old Dominion University! William and Mary
Class of 2020

Sarah Riley!
Congratulations 

COURTESY PHOTO
The West Potomac High School graduating class of 2020 in the 
stands of the Jeffrey C. Dietze Stadium.

“ Your life is your story, and the adventure ahead of you is 
the journey to fulfill your own purpose and potential.”

- Kerry Washington
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TimesLivinq
BY STACEY WHARAM

Few things are better than 
a beautiful weekend brunch 
featuring delicious quiche. 
Quiche is perfect for any 
brunch buffet. It slices easily 
and, because of the rich cus-
tard center, a small portion 
is very satisfying. The best 
quiche has a tender, flaky 
crust; a silky, creamy cus-
tard; and can be customized 
to no end. In these challeng-
ing times, it is great to have 
a base recipe that can be 
changed up easily with what 
you have on hand. 

Making a buttery, flaky 
quiche crust from scratch is 
easy. It takes only 10 minutes 
to make the dough and roll it 
out, then 30 minutes to get 
it cold and ready to bake. I 
use a food processor for this 
quiche crust recipe, but you 
can also use either a stand 
mixer or a large mixing bowl 
with a wooden spoon and a 
pastry blender. 

If the idea of making your 
own pie crust will stop you 
from trying this recipe, you 
can always use ready-made pie 
crust from the grocery refrig-
erated or frozen section. I’ll 
never tell, and your guests will 
never notice.  When they say, 
“Wow, this crust is so buttery 
and flaky!” just smile and say, 
“Thank you.”

Now, about the custard. 
Equal amounts of heavy cream 
and whole milk yield the 
smoothest, tastiest results. A 
ratio of two cups of liquid to 
six eggs and one yolk creates a 

Make a homemade quiche with on-hand ingredients
RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

Fontaine quiche
Ingredients

Directions
• Make crust: Pulse flour and salt in food processor, about four pulses. Add butter and pulse until flour feels almost 
like sand. Start the processor and slowly add water until mixture comes together. Dough will feel like clay. Knead 
dough two or three times on a lightly floured surface. Form a disk, wrap in plastic and chill for 30 minutes before 
using. Press crust into a pie dish and bake.

• Combine base ingredients. 

• Fill crust with base. Bake at 350 degrees for one hour.

1 1/4 cups of all purpose flour

1 stick of ice cold butter, cut in 
small pieces 

1/4 cup ice cold water

Salt to taste

Crust
6 eggs and 1 egg yolk 

1 cup whole milk 

1 cup heavy cream 

Pinch of salt and pepper 

Toppings of choice

Base

rich, eggy flavor. And to avoid 
curdling – the most common 
pitfall when it comes to quiche 
– we bake at a low-and-slow 
temperature.

When it comes to mix-ins, 
try roasted or sautéed vege-
tables (tomatoes, caramelized 
onion, spinach, sautéed leeks, 
roasted bell pepper, aspara-
gus), pan-fried breakfast meat 
(bacon, sausage, ham, pancet-
ta) or even raw greens (Tuscan 
kale, baby arugula, spinach). 
All should be chopped into 
bite-size pieces or smaller. 

The number of mix-ins 
will affect the amount of cus-
tard. If your mix-ins are very 

compact, say, caramelized 
onions or bacon, use a smaller 
volume. If they’re chunkier, 
like broccoli florets or squash 
pieces, use a larger volume. 
Fill the pie all the way – this 
creates the most stable crust 
– and, if you have any left-
over, bake or microwave it in 
a ramekin for a snack. Some 
of the combinations that we 
use at Fontaine are: 

• Tomatoes and goat cheese
• Bacon and caramelized 

onions
• Spinach and feta cheese
• Sautéed leeks and goat 

cheese
• Smoked salmon and 

sautéed leeks
• Roasted red bell peppers 

and goat cheese
• Tomatoes and swiss 

cheese
• Asparagus and feta 

cheese
• Spinach and bacon
• Roasted red bell peppers 

and feta cheese
• Tomatoes and spinach
For the cheese, you’ll want 

something that melts well 
with a confident flavor, like 
goat cheese, gruyere, swiss or 
feta. Or, try a mix. There are 
no rules.

At Fontaine, we serve our 
quiche with a simple side sal-

ad. You can eat quiche warm, 
at room temperature or even 
cold. It will keep in the refriger-
ator for up to four days. I like to 
eat it cold, but you could gently 
reheat it, bundled in foil, in a 
low-temperature oven.

The writer has been involved 
with Fontaine in Old Town 

since 2018 and has been 
in the restaurant business 

for more than 20 years.

STACEY
WHARAM
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BY MARTY ROSS

There's a lot at stake in veg-
etable gardens this year – new 
gardeners have seized the mo-
ment to plant kitchen-garden 
favorites, and they're eager to 
experience the delicious taste 
of success.

Sales of both seed packets 
and small transplant-sized 
starts of tomatoes, peppers, 
cucumbers, squash and oth-
er summer vegetables soared 
this spring as stay-at-home 
and safe-at-home guidelines 
changed the way we all live 
and work. 

In response to the quantity 
of people eager to grow veg-
etables, the National Garden 
Bureau, which is celebrating 
100 years of promoting home 
gardening, launched a mod-
ern Victory Garden campaign 
based on the World War II 
backyard-gardening initia-
tive. The NGB's founder, James 

Burdett, wrote the original 
Victory Garden manual back 
in 1943. 

It seemed natural for the 
NGB to take up the cause 
again, Diane Blazek, execu-
tive director of NGB, said.

Success can be measured 
in many ways. Nothing tastes 
better than a just-picked to-
mato you eat right out of 
your hand in your own back-
yard. A fistful of green beans 
you've grown yourself is 
more delicious than any bean 
you can buy. 

Tending a vegetable gar-
den also gives you an excuse 
to step away from all of life's 
demands and cultivate a re-
lationship with nature. Over 
the course of the summer, 
your emotional harvests may 
include the thrill of seeing 
tiny seedlings emerge from 
the soil, the wonder of find-
ing the first fruits on a squash 
plant and the delight of pull-

ing home-grown carrots out 
of the ground.

In the 1940s, back yard 
gardens were quite large, and 
families, on average, grew al-
most 40 percent of the fruits 
and vegetables they ate. But 
you don't need a 60-foot row 
of corn, kale or potatoes to 
earn your modern gardening 
chops. Even in a small garden, 
you can produce a gratifying-
ly impressive harvest. Try 
planting lettuce in a hanging 
basket, tomatoes or squash in 
a big pot on the patio, or cu-
cumbers to grow up a trellis 
against the garage wall. Make 
room for parsley around the 
edge of a flower garden and 
grow dill among a patch of 
zinnias. On a balcony, you can 
grow strawberries, radishes 
or cherry tomatoes.

Gardeners always have 
questions, and the NGB is PHOTO/ALL-AMERICA SELECTIONS

Prolific, sweet grape-size tomatoes are perfect for snacks in the gar-
den, and they produce so many fruits you'll have plenty for salads all 
summer long.

PHOTO/ MARTY ROSS
Leafy greens are among the easiest crops to grow, and they are as pretty as they are delicious. Plant several varieties together, and they will flourish.

HOMES 
Food for thought: A bountiful harvest

SEE HARVEST | 17
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helping gardeners with extra 
support from plant breeders 
and other expert vegetable 
gardeners this year, including 
advice on growing tomatoes, 
peppers, melons, strawberries 
and other favorites. The NGB's 
website is full of inspiration, 
advice, encouragement, ideas, 
recommendations and links to 
planning tools for gardeners 
at every level of experience. 

Seed suppliers, including 
Burpee, Johnny's Selected 
Seeds, Territorial Seed Co. 
and others, also have arti-
cles on their websites to ad-
dress gardeners' questions 
and coach them through the 
growing season to a success-
ful and satisfying harvest. 

Bonnie Plants, whose veg-
etable transplants of all kinds 
are commonly available at 
big-box stores, has well-re-
searched garden guides for in-
dividual crops on its website, 
as well as ideas for small gar-
dens, edible landscaping and 
raised-bed gardening, among 
other topics. Local garden 
shops, community gardens 
and university extension of-
fices, with their master gar-
dener hotlines, are also avail-
able to offer help. 

In her own small urban 
garden in the Chicago area, 
Blazek grows half a dozen 
different tomato plants, va-
rieties she can't find in lo-
cal grocery stores or even at 
farmer's markets. 

“I plant some of the 

unique things,” Blazek said.
These include orange to-

matoes, super-sweet cherry 
and grape tomatoes, “Mad 
Hatter-shaped peppers” and 
lots of arugula.

Blazek also grows flowers 
for pollinator insects, like bees 
and butterflies and other bugs, 
which in turn enhance the 
yield of her vegetable garden. 

All gardeners experience 
occasional setbacks, and they 
shouldn’t blame themselves 
when things go wrong, Blazek 
said. A green thumb isn't a 
prerequisite for success, and 
there is help around every cor-
ner. This year, in particular, 
the investment in a package of 
seeds, a few small plants and 
some time to tend them has 
never seemed more promising.

This colonial home, locat-
ed at 2407 King St. in Rose-
mont, marries classic with 
contemporary and is an invi-
tation to join in on the ease of 
yesterday while enjoying all of 
today's conveniences.

Open the wrought-iron 
gate, embellished with curls 
and arcs, and get swept away 
by the architecture of this 1925 
colonial, complemented by 
impressive grounds.

Enter through the arched 
doorway, flanked by side-
lights, to an interior with bal-
anced proportions that natu-
rally flow and feel connected. 
No space is too tight or strict, 
and each room balances the 
other. Original doors and or-
nate woodworking are weaved 
throughout each room.

On the main level, the 
kitchen's matte black granite 
countertops contrast white 

cabinetry and contemporary 
hardware. Upgraded appli-
ances, heated floors in the 
kitchen and breakfast room 
and a pastry prep area are 
bonus amenities. 

Just past the living area, 
natural light beams through 
oversized picture windows in 
the sunroom with views of the 
back yard.

Outside, the two-tiered 
back terrace offers a generous 

amount of space for enter-
taining and impressive views 
of D.C. A variety of blooms of-
fer season after season of col-
or. Wisteria weaves through 
the upper arches of the pergo-
la, leading down stone steps 
to a spring-fed pond. 

Back inside, on the first 
upper level, there’s a bed-
room with a full hall bath-
room and the master suite. 
Tucked away toward the rear 

of the home is another bed-
room, which could also serve 
as an office, with built-in 
drawers and shelving.  

The second upper level 
includes the fourth and fifth 
bedrooms and another hall 
bathroom. All bedrooms have 
cedar closets. The lower level 
has plenty of storage, with a 
rec room, laundry room, exer-
cise room, utility room, fourth 
full bathroom and access to 

the lower tier of the back deck. 
The two-car garage plus 

parking for four cars in the 
driveway assures space for 
guests.  The garage also hous-
es the garden room.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Iconic architecture matched by panoramic views

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us now for a FREE estimate. Our summer schedule is filling up fast! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Price: $1,745,000

Beds: 5

Baths: 4.5

Year built: 1925

Lot size: 0.41 acre

Square feet: 4,053

Advertised subdivision: 

Rosemont

Contact: 

Elizabeth Lucchesi

LizLuke Team of 

Long & Foster

703-868-5676

Lizluke.com

AT A GLANCE

PHOTO/ALL-AMERICA SELECTIONS
Buffalosun is a 2020 All-America Selections winner prized for out-
standing production, sweet taste, disease resistance and its terrific 
two-tone color, which glows in the garden and on a plate.

PHOTOS/ BTW IMAGES
Left: This colonial home was built in 1925. 
Right: To the southeast, there are views of the George Washington Masonic Temple. To the northwest, 
there are views of the Washington Monument. 

HOMES 
HARVEST FROM | 16
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To the editor: 
I am becoming increasingly con-

cerned about the questionable man-
agement of our city, particularly en-
forcement of city codes, bias against 
residents and for large developers and 
a lack of concern for neighborhoods.

When a small business gets cited 
for having a temporary sign on the 
sidewalk to increase visibility, yet 
scooter companies habitually block 
sidewalks and never get fined, I have 
an issue.

When a person gets a parking 
ticket for a sign that was placed that 
very same day and was in fact incor-
rect and replaced  within a couple of 
weeks, yet builders park in fire lanes, 
in front of hydrants and on streets 
clearly marked "no parking" every day 
for months on end, I have an issue.

When a resident gets cited for a 
lawn being too long during lockdown, 
yet tree wells near the waterfront are 
overgrown and out of control and are 
completely neglected, I have an issue.

When we arbitrarily allow mega 
chains like Target to open but place 
massive restrictions on locally owned 
small businesses, I have a problem.

What I see is a complete lack of 
concern for citizen input, and selec-
tive, arbitrary and biased enforce-
ment that is wrong. I see no progress 
on any of these issues.

Residents try to play by the rules: 
We use call.click.connect, now 311; 
we file Freedom of Information Act 
requests; we attend city meetings. 
But nothing changes.

What is so broken that we are 
largely ignored by the people in 
charge? What is driving our officials’ 
conscious choice to allow developers 
free and unfettered reign while nit-
picking residents’ every action?

I don't know the answers, but I do 
see the problems – as do an increas-
ing number of residents.  From Semi-
nary Road to Old Town, from Del Ray 
to the West End, a storm is coming. 
In the next election, I hope that the 
message will finally come across loud 
and clear.

Perhaps it is time for a clean sweep 
of all elected officials and the ensu-
ing change in city management that 
might finally be possible.

-Scott Collins,
Alexandria

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

The cartoon in the May 7 Alexandria Times depicted a man and woman 
walking up to a restaurant with people sitting at outdoor tables and wait 
staff bringing them food. The woman said to the man, “It’s nice to see things 
returning to normal.” The visual punchline was that everyone was clad from 
head to toe with masks, shields, gloves and even protective clothing. 

Clearly, our cartoonist, Robert Ariail, was depicting a new normal.
Likewise, two announcements this week indicate that we continue to 

inch toward at least limited resumption of normal life: plans for reopen-
ing schools in Virginia that will likely include a mixture of in-person and 
remote learning and Northern Virginia entering phase two of reopening 
from the pandemic shutdown this Friday.

On Wednesday, the Virginia Department of Education released guid-
ance for school districts on safely reopening schools. Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools has put together a task force, Thought Partners, whose mem-
bers are developing a plan for reopening the city’s public schools. The task 
force held its second of three meetings this month on Wednesday and is 
scheduled to present a preliminary plan to the school board on June 26.

It’s clear that the need for physical distancing makes a return to 
pre-pandemic schedules and practices unlikely, at least to start the 2020-
21 school year. Remote learning worked better in Alexandria than in oth-
er Virginia jurisdictions, particularly Fairfax County, which was plagued 
with glitches and missteps. But remote instruction is simply not as effec-
tive as in-person learning, particularly for younger children.

The three months of learning that were diminished because of the full 
pandemic shutdown were necessary, and they can’t be retrieved. The fo-
cus is now correctly aimed at reopening as fully as is safely possible, while 
taking precautions to avoid the need for another full shutdown of schools.

Another step toward normal life came with Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
(D-VA) announcement that Northern Virginia will enter phase two of re-
opening on Friday. Restaurants will now be able to seat and serve patrons 
inside, provided tables are at least six feet apart, at up to 50 percent of 
their approved capacity.

Religious organizations can hold in-person services, with physical dis-
tancing and other restrictions. Parks, trails and pools will now reopen, 
along with indoor exercise facilities.

Fortuitously, this expanded reopening coincides with the arrival of 
summer, when people who are still working and learning remotely can 
now make use of fenced-in parks, trails and fields.

While a major step in the right direction – provided people actually 
follow physical distancing and mask wearing requirements – this is not 
the same as life before the pandemic.

It’s our new normal.

The new normal

Bad optics in school board budget

It’s time for a clean sweep

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do 
not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

The school board budget adopted this month had to be cut slightly due 
to pandemic-caused shortfalls in the city’s revenues. 

Unfortunately, the school board opted to axe planned pay increases for 
teachers and most staff, while going ahead with budgeted raises for prin-
cipals, administrators and a select few employee categories.

We understand that the pay increases are planned over several years and 
are part of an overall effort to bring all categories of Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools employees up to market rate averages. But that doesn’t excuse 
either the optics or the reality that going ahead with raises for employees 
already earning higher salaries, but not for those earning less, wasn’t fair.

In addition to the optics of this particular decision, a reasonable argu-
ment can be made that using outside, market rate averages is not the best 
way to determine pay levels.
SEE OUR VIEW | 19
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To the editor: 
On May 26, CNN ran a story 

about tree loss. According to Da-
vid Nowak, a senior U.S. Forest 
Service scientist and co-author 
of a recent study, trees can lower 
summer daytime temperatures 
by as much as 10 degrees Fahren-
heit. But tree cover in U.S. cities is 
shrinking. The study found that 
we lost 36 million trees annually 
from urban and rural communi-
ties over a five-year period.

That's a 1 percent drop from 
2009 to 2014. If we continue on 
this path, "cities will become 
warmer, more polluted and gen-
erally more unhealthy for inhab-
itants," Nowak said. There are 
many reasons our tree canopy 
is declining, but Nowak said the 
one reason for tree loss that hu-
mans can control is sensible de-
velopment. 

This is important informa-
tion. When Alexandria decided 
to build the Potomac Yard Met-
ro station in a forested wetland, 
it ignored its own principles and 
threw mud on its label of an “Eco 
City.”

The preliminary DSUP sub-
mitted by the Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Transit Authority 
listed 250 trees to be cut, some 
as tall as 75 feet, and many with 
a trunk girth of 30 to 40 feet. 
These trees include giant cot-
tonwoods and tulip poplar trees 
which cannot be replaced or rep-
licated with nursery-grown sap-
lings. And the forested wetland 
is not an ecosystem which can 
be buried under 20 feet of fill and 
then somehow be repaired when 

construction is over. 
WSP, the consulting company 

hired by the city and WMATA, 
has predicted the new Metro sta-
tion will spur construction of 12 
million square feet of new com-
mercial and residential develop-
ment and introduce 26,000 new 
jobs and 13,000 new residents to 
the Potomac Yards neighborhood.

Great! Who will pay for the 
services needed by these thou-
sands of new office workers and 
residents? What schools will 
their children attend? 

I am the father of a seventh 
grader who attends George 
Washington Middle School. In-
stead of spending millions of 
dollars on the Metro station 
and related construction, the 
city should renovate its schools 
and hire more teachers. G.W. 
is plagued by malfunctioning 
HVAC units, mold, overcrowded 
classrooms, overworked teach-
ers, lead and copper in the water 
fountains and outdated, poorly 
functioning bathrooms.

Four times last winter, G.W. 
students were evacuated into 
cold weather due to the smell 
of gas. An influx of office work-
ers and new residents to Poto-
mac Yards will only worsen the 
overcrowded and underfunded 
schools and stretched city ser-
vices. These problems will never 
be solved with more develop-
ment, whether commercial or 
residential. Less development 
and more trees sound like a win-
ning combination.

-Jeremy Flachs,
Alexandria

Development trumps 
schools and trees

Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

I can’t be quiet
Over the past couple of weeks, Amer-

ica has once again faced the ugly truth 
about racism, injustice and police brutal-
ity. It is no surprise to me that these acts 
of hatred have occurred because I am an 
African American man in America, and 
unfortunately have witnessed or have 
been subject to racism, discrimination, 
injustice and bigotry throughout my life.

The reality that many African 
Americans live each day is now being 
videotaped and exposed via 
social media for the world 
to finally see the raw truth. 
It is unfortunate that in 
2020, we still have to pro-
test, fight for black lives and 
march for social justice and 
anti-racism.

In America today, I still 
walk into stores aware that I 
am being watched as if I am 
going to steal; witness wom-
en clutch their purses when 
I enter an elevator; and sense the stares 
when walking in certain neighborhoods 
as if I do not live there.

The color of my skin makes some peo-
ple uncomfortable, afraid and suspicious 
of me simply for being black. There is 
something wrong with this narrative – 
and I know that I am not the only one who 
knows this.

Through all of this mess, I believe 
that we can change the narrative of our 
future with this generation of young 
people leading the way. In order for this 
to come to fruition, we must accept that 
schools across our nation are a contrib-
uting factor to systemic racism and un-
fortunately perpetuate modern day seg-
regation that leads to feelings of black 
and brown children being oppressed.

Across America, our public schools 
continue to have disciplinary infrac-
tions that are disproportionate between 
black and brown students and their 
white counterparts. Achievement and 
opportunity gaps continue to be perva-
sive, while educational resources con-
tinue to be scarce in our most vulnerable 
communities that consist of black and 
brown children.

In Alexandria City Public Schools, we 
have diverse hallways. However, when 
you enter our classrooms you will not 

witness the same diversity. In Alexan-
dria, we have a rich history, but unfor-
tunately some of the horrific portions 
of our history are left out of our history 
lessons in our schools.

We say we embrace diversity and are 
a welcoming community. However, we 
still have segregated neighborhoods 
throughout our city.

We must speak our truth and be bold 
in order to have a brighter future. In or-

der to begin to heal, unapolo-
getically do something about 
racism and become an an-
ti-racist community we must:

• listen to our young peo-
ple of color to hear their ex-
periences;

• not be afraid to address 
someone demonstrating mi-
croaggressions in our presence;

• be willing to learn more 
about anti-racism and ac-
knowledge white privilege 

in our world; and
• have the courage to face the wrongs 

of our country that started against black 
people more than 400 years ago. 

In our schools, it is imperative that 
we provide anti-racism training for all 
employees and ensure that we estab-
lish an anti-racist culture within ACPS. 
Our textbooks and history lessons must 
provide accurate information about the 
founding principles of our country and 
share the ugly truth of the black struggle.

We must educate our students on all 
aspects of the lives of our “American he-
roes,” including their racist beliefs and 
inhumane actions. Knowing our histo-
ry – including the good, the bad and the 
ugly – allows us to not repeat it.

It is like deja vu watching our televi-
sions and social media. In the 1960s, we 
were fighting the same injustices, the 
same racism and the same police brutal-
ity that we are fighting today.

The fact that I can still play the song, 
“Wake Up Everybody,” by Harold Melvin 
and the Blue Notes released in 1975 and 
the lyrics still describe our country in 
2020 is unbelievable. We have got to do 
so much better and it will only get worse 
if we do not take a stand for action now. 
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To the editor: 
Each year in March, Alex-

andria’s high school seniors 
are waiting to hear from 
colleges and universities – 
looking for that magical fat 
envelope that says “Con-
gratulations! You’ve been ac-
cepted!” But there are many 
talented and hard-working 
Alexandria students who 
have a greater worry, and are 
thinking, “If I get accepted, 
how will I ever be able to af-
ford college?”

With two out of three 
families at T.C. Williams High 
School living near or below 
the federal poverty level and 
receiving aid for free or re-
duced-price lunch, the need 
for college scholarships in 
this community is extraordi-
nary. Each year, many bright, 
industrious Alexandria stu-
dents are accepted to college, 
but get left behind simply be-
cause they cannot afford the 
cost of tuition. 

The Scholarship Fund of 
Alexandria, a local non-profit 
based at T.C. Williams, works 
to make college affordable 
and accessible for all Alex-
andria students despite their 
financial need. Our general 
fund scholarships now pro-
vide four-year college schol-
arships of $3,000 a year to 
the students most in need to 
help them get a college de-
gree and a better chance for 
a lifetime of success. I know 
this because I’ve been on the 
board of the Fund since 2013. 
My wife Libby and I have been 
contributors for more than 
20 years, beginning when 
we sent the first of our three 
children to T.C. Williams. 

The Scholarship Fund has 
been approved by Virginia 
to receive “Select Tax Credit 
Status” and can offer its sup-
porters a 65 percent tax cred-
it for charitable contribu-
tions on their Virginia state 
income taxes. For example, if 
a person gives $10,000, they 
would receive a $6,500 tax 
credit to help pay their Vir-

ginia state tax bill. 
If they give appreciated 

securities or need to take a 
required minimum distri-
bution from their individu-
al retirement account they 
would save more, potentially 
a great deal more, on their 
taxes. In fact, we have re-
ceived an increased amount 
of credits from the state this 
year. More importantly, in-
vestments like these pay div-
idends for our community. 

Remember that tax cred-
its are different than deduc-
tions. Tax credits result in a 
dollar-for-dollar reduction in 
actual Virginia tax bills. In a 
few cases, tax credits, along 
with other tax laws, can re-
sult in zero-cost charitable 
giving – the credits may in 
fact help residents save more 
in taxes than the amount of 
the gift. For instance, the 
tax credits are applicable to 
donations of stock and ap-
preciable assets and can fully 
eliminate capital gains taxes.

With tax credits available, 
this is a terrific time to help 
students in our community 
from families that are strug-
gling to make ends meet, 
students who are the first in 
their family to apply to col-
lege, students whose parents 
work multiple jobs just to pay 
the rent and feed the family.  

The tax credits available 
to the Scholarship Fund are 
limited and will be awarded 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis throughout the spring. 
A special information ses-
sion on tax credit benefits 
and how to access them will 
be held on Sunday at the 
home of School Board Chair 
Cindy Anderson and her hus-
band Mark. Please contact 
the fund for information at 
scholarshipfund@acps.k12.
va.us or 703-824-6730.  Our 
team will be happy to pro-
vide you with details about 
the information session or 
the tax credit process. 

Support the Scholarship Fund Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Collaborating to beat coronavirus
Alexandria City Public Schools and the 

Alexandria Health Department always work 
closely together whenever there is a flu out-
break in a school. We already take precau-
tions to ensure that ACPS schools and offic-
es remain clean and hygienic at this time of 
year when we often see outbreaks of flu and 
other viruses. 

These efforts have been intensified with 
the arrival of coronavirus in the United 
States. We are working particularly closely 
right now to monitor our schools in order to 
detect any possible future cluster 
of the coronavirus and contain it 
before it spreads.

All ACPS schools are cleaned 
daily. All of our classrooms are dis-
infected every day, and frequently 
touched areas such as doorknobs, 
faucet handles and handrails are 
wiped down. Hard surfaces such 
as desk tops, are wiped down twice 
per week, while all restrooms in all 
schools are cleaned using a hospi-
tal grade disinfectant. Soap dis-
pensers are also being checked three times a 
day during school hours.

Hand sanitizer is already provided in ev-
ery elementary school classroom and will be 
made available as soon as it is accessible in 
common areas at all schools. All students 
and staff will be encouraged to either wash 
their hands or use hand sanitizer prior to 
eating. In addition, hand sanitizer will be 
available on school buses and school buses 
will be cleaned multiple times each week. 

Helping to keep our schools and our com-
munity virus-free must be a collaborative ef-
fort. Everyone must participate – students, 
staff, families, volunteers and anyone in the 
community. Washing hands frequently is 
the most effective way that you can do this, 
and regular soap is OK.

ACPS is part of a multi-agency, citywide 
committee that plans for any health-related 
pandemic. We have a pandemic action plan 
that is currently being revised and adapted 
to meet the specifics of coronavirus should 
there be an outbreak in Alexandria.

The plan addresses specific activities 
necessary to keep schools open and operat-
ing while providing a clean and safe environ-
ment during an outbreak and the essential 
functions that must be performed by ACPS 
if schools are closed. At present, we have no 
intention of closing schools and our overall 
goal is to do all we can to maintain continu-

ity of operations while minimizing student 
and staff exposure.

Should we need to, however, we have a 
plan in place to continue learning – using 
the Chomebooks and technology students 
already use on a daily basis to facilitate on-
line study sessions and lessons. 

We are beginning to see cases of COVID-19 
in the D.C. region and we will continue to 
monitor the situation closely and use this 
time to continue preparing. ACPS staff par-
ticipated in a day-long, health-related table 

top emergency exercise in Janu-
ary 2020 – well before the corona-
virus appeared to be an issue. In 
addition, we are in constant con-
tact with the Alexandria Health 
Department to make sure we are 
doing everything we can to be 
ready and implement the neces-
sary precautions.

ACPS is taking part in a vir-
tual information session on 
COVID-19 on Thursday from 8 
to 9 p.m. Residents can watch 

the question and answer session live on the 
ACPS Facebook page or on the city’s Face-
book page.

City Manager Mark Jinks; Dr. Stephen 
Haering, director of the Alexandria Health 
Department; and Dr. Rina Bansal, president 
of Inova Alexandria Hospital, will also be on 
the panel. If you miss the event live, you can 
catch it on the ACPS website at www.acps.
k12.va.us/coronavirus. This is easily accessi-
ble from the home page of the ACPS website.

In the meantime, there are simple things 
that everyone can do to help. Washing hands 
frequently with regular soap or hand sani-
tizer is the most effective way to prevent the 
spread of any virus. Avoid touching your face 
or shaking hands, cough into your sleeve or 
a tissue and throw away your tissue immedi-
ately after use.

Finally, please stay home when you are 
not well and do not send your children to 
school if they are ill. Anyone who has trav-
eled to one of the highly infected countries is 
being advised to stay home for 14 days when 
they return.

ACPS will continue to provide updates 
as the situation evolves. In the meantime, 
you can find updates at www.acps.k12.va.us/
coronavirus.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D
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DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D
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School board member Michelle 
Rief articulated one concern with 
this approach, saying that the 
market often undervalues lower 
wage earners. Using market rate 
averages to determine pay levels 
then locks those employees into a 
lower pay scale.

We are also concerned about the 

“everyone else is doing it” mindset 
that comes with using what other 
jurisdictions do as a way to deter-
mine policy of any kind.

Our elected officials in Al-
exandria are supposed to weigh 
tradeoffs, then make difficult 
decisions. Simply following a for-
mula eliminates both the need 
and the ability for them to think 
for themselves.
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Last Week 
Have you patronized restaurants during the coronavirus shutdown and 
reopening?
54% I've ordered takeout but won't be eating at a restaurant anytime soon. 
18% Yes, I've ordered takeout and plan to soon eat outside at a 
restaurant. 
15% I have not ordered restaurant food since the pandemic began. 
13% Yes, I've ordered takeout and have eaten outside since phase one 
began.

This Week 
Now that Northern Virginia is entering phase two, 
what activity interests you most?

A) Dining indoors at a restaurant.
B) Working out at a gym or fitness center.
C) Going to a farmers' market.
D) Visiting a museum.

In 1956, Alexandria res-
ident Bruce Scott, a World 
War II veteran, was forced to 
resign from his position at 
the U.S. Department of La-
bor. In 1961, he applied for a 
job in the same department 
and passed the civil service 
exam. But he was denied em-
ployment by the Civil Service 
because he refused to discuss 
his homosexuality.

Scott argued that his sex-
ual preference was irrelevant 
to his ability to do the job. 
When the Labor Depart-
ment refused to rehire him, 
he filed a lawsuit. In doing 
so, he challenged the federal 
government’s hiring practic-
es and changed our country’s 
definition of employment 
discrimination.

City directories list 
Scott’s residence during the 
early 1950s as 4415 Raleigh 
St. here in Alexandria. Be-
tween his forced resignation 
in 1956, and his retaking the 
civil service exam, he joined 
the Washington D.C. Chapter 

of the Mattachine Society, 
one of the early gay advocacy 
groups in the United States. 
The Washington chapter was 
started by Frank Kameny in 
1960, who himself had been 
fired by the federal govern-
ment for his sexuality. 

By the time of an April 24, 
1963 Washington Evening 
Star article published about 
his case, Scott was 51 and 
felt ready for the fight that 
he knew would “out” him as 
homosexual. He reasoned 
that discomfort was a price he 
was willing to pay to force the 
government to study wheth-
er there was a correlation 
between homosexuality and 
work productivity.

The article quoted Scott's 
claim in court that:

The disqualification be-
cause of alleged immoral 
conduct is a denial of due 
process: and the disqualifi-
cation for immoral conduct is 
arbitrary and capricious.

In 1965, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of 

Columbia ruled in Scott’s fa-
vor, agreeing that a “vague” 
charge of homosexuality was 
not grounds for disqualifica-
tion for federal employment. 
The ruling didn't immediate-
ly benefit Scott, who took a 
job with the State of Illinois 
during the legal process and 
worked there until he retired 
in 1985.

However, his legal vic-

tory paved the way for the 
reversal of the federal gov-
ernment’s policy of deny-
ing employment to gays and 
lesbians in 1975 and helped 
shape employment practices 
for the rest of the country.

Employment discrimi-
nation against people who 
identify as LGBT is no lon-
ger legal in the U.S. The 
courage of Bruce Scott 
played a key role in making 
that so, and his role in LGBT 
history shouldn’t be over-
looked. While Scott lived in 
the Chicago area after his 
victory in court, Alexandria 
is proud to claim him as a 
resident during his court 
fight against employment 
discrimination.

The Office of Historic Alex-
andria wants to acknowledge 
Pride Month with columns on 
LGBT history in the northern 
Virginia area.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
The proud Alexandria resident

Reading a book, posting on 
social media or saying “are 
you OK?” is not enough.

We need to form an-
ti-racism collaboratives to 
establish action plans for 
our city and support our ra-
cial equity work in the next 
ACPS Strategic Plan 2020-
2025. We need people of all 
nationalities and races to 

advocate for the next gen-
eration so we can strive for 
an anti-racist country in the 
future. We need to establish 
community circles where 
our community can come 
together to strategize on the 
future of Alexandria.

As I watch this situation 
unfold, I pledge to no longer 
remain quiet when I am a 
witness to microaggressions, 
racism and the belittling of 

our young people, especial-
ly those who are black and 
brown. I will continue to build 
my knowledge of anti-racism 
strategies, work to establish 
a culture of anti-racism and 
commit to engaging and lis-
tening to the perspectives 
of our young people with an 
open mind and heart.

In galvanizing our com-
munity in Alexandria, I am 
confident that our ACPS 

mission, vision, core values 
and goals in the new strate-
gic plan will serve as a road 
map to remove barriers for 
our students in ACPS and 
shift this narrative in a posi-
tive direction.

We need to start some-
where, and we need to start 
today.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.
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Weekly Words

OPENING NOTES by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Rio Carnival dance
6. Washbowls
12. Soybean field measure
16. Place to get a vampire facial
19. Covered in creepers
20. ___ de corps
21. Big economic upturn
22. "Deep Work" author Newport
23. Learning facilities with round-

ed roofs?
25. Not fooled by
26. Casino cash source, briefly
27. Woolly mother
28. "I see a cockroach!"
29. 180 degrees from SSW
30. ___ Bader Ginsburg
31. Voice above tenor
32. Specifics, in slang
34. Damage control for mall 

tenants?
36. Lotion additive
40. Collection with wrenches
43. Traveled smoothly
44. Author who moves from place 

to place?
47. Voice actress Strong
48. Fine-wooled sheep
49. Where Emperor Naruhito 

resides
51. Sushi roll cutter

55. "Swan Lake" princess
56. Enjoys a caramel
58. Los Angeles squad
61. Father
62. Role-playing festival, informally
64. Cheese in spanakopita
65. Cherry variety
66. Unavoidable discussions?
69. Well-made sheriff's star?
71. Mental flash
72. Anger
73. Happy hour seat
74. Driveway surface
75. Noah of "Falling Skies"
76. Lacking polish
77. "I didn't need it anyway"
81. Put on a happy face
83. Archaeologist's find
85. "Moonlight" Oscar nominee 

Harris
86. Some paintings
89. Most current design?
93. High-fiber muffin type
96. 1996 pageant title for Ali 

Landry
97. Bad mood
98. Exhausted dog?
100. Dilapidated
103. Loads from mines
104. Laptop giant
105. Separating space
107. ___ Speedwagon

108. Gun, as an engine
111. Totally dominate
112. "Let's get crackin'!"
113. Words of wisdom next to a 

prescription?
116. Young chap
117. Chianti, e.g., in Italian
118. San Luis ___
119. J's point value in Scrabble
120. RNs' workplaces
121. Come off as
122. Pathfinder producer
123. Bricks on a playroom floor

DOWN
1. Fries or slaw
2. State confidently
3. Silent performer
4. Unpaid garden worker?
5. Tacked on
6. "Waiting for Godot" playwright
7. Firepit residue
8. Nike, e.g., for Serena Williams
9. Golf club with a metal head
10. River near the Sphinx
11. Ave. crossers
12. Roughly
13. Member of an email list?
14. Tax-sheltered nest egg
15. Gloomy rock genre
16. Overcharges for tickets
17. York Peppermint ___

18. Ground nut in macarons
24. "Get what I mean?"
30. Take another crack at
31. Like Alibaba and Samsung
33. Roadside rescue
34. Smells bad
35. Waits in the shadows
36. Food, in a food fight
37. Fudged the facts
38. Grotesque fantasy figure
39. African country on the Red 

Sea
41. Soda bottle sizes
42. Vermont ski resort
45. Paid to get a hand
46. "Keep out" sign
50. End of a threat
52. "Look what ___!"
53. Cobra's weapon
54. Crispy part of a brownie, often
56. Bingo official
57. Enjoy a nature trail
59. Bickering
60. "Like a Prayer" singer
63. Go belly-up
64. Escape maker?
65. Voters cast them
66. Temper tantrums
67. Father of Abel
68. "Meet the Parents" star Polo
69. Mole and pesto
70. Berate, as the other team

73. Adele and Kate Winslet, for 
two

75. Bizarre
76. "___ de Lune"
78. Foreboding sign
79. Apple Watch voice
80. Shipped out
82. Places for piercings
84. Bull on a glue stick
87. City west of Cheyenne
88. Cold, colorful dessert
90. Do better than
91. Org. screening carry-ons
92. Kickstarter alternative
93. "Lawrence of Arabia" actor 

Peter
94. Conflict in the sky
95. Fashion designers' concerns
99. Stuff in a scorpion's tail
101. Oolong, for one
102. Sing high notes?
105. Desert along the Silk Road
106. Thrift store caveat
108. Diana of "Game of Thrones"
109. Cave sound effect
110. Dog docs
112. MinuteClinic operator
113. Mob honcho
114. Transcript fig.
115. Compete (for)

RICHARD HILLEARY (89), of Alexandria, May 31, 2020

CONNIE L. MORRIS (70), of Alexandria, June 6, 2020

CHARLES M. MURPHY (87), formerly of Alexandria, May 

29, 2020

HUNG VINH NGUYEN (77), of Alexandria, May 26, 2020 

ELIZABETH B. SABLONE (85), of Alexandria, June 5, 2020

MOLLY TERRY (73), of Alexandria, May 29, 2020

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Double 
Hung Window $249* 
Installed w/Free Trim Wrap. 
Call 804-739-8207. Siding, 
Roofing and More!

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

Escape to Cahas Mountain 
(near Brewery) - trade city 
congestion for country 
seclusion. 2 acre knoll 
overrun by wildlife - $35,500 
- I'll Finance. (434) 534-1681

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 

results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

MIDTOWN OCEAN CITY
OCEAN FRONT TOWNHOME- 
Premium privacy, 4 BR, 3.5 BA. 
Huge deck, Pets OK, LIMIT 10
Redone for 2020, Park 2-3 
cars, Cable/WIFI/Phone
Email chuckles@beachin.net 
Re: “Ocean Club” for link.

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREGIVER

Caregiver needed. $22 per 
hour for work Monday-Friday. 
Please contact Rodrigo at 
rodsayssanchez@gmail.com.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
JUNE/ JULY 2020

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue the 
public hearing to a future date. For 
further information, call the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning at 
703.746.4666 or visit alexandriava.
gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2020
7:00 PM

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2020
5:30 PM

Due to the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic emergency, the June 25, 2020 
meeting of the Planning Commis-
sion and the July 7, 2020 meeting 
of the City Council are being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(3), 
the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on April 18, 2020 or Sec-
tions 4-0.00(g) in HB29 and HB30 
to undertake essential business. 
All of the members of the respec-
tive public bodies and staff are 
participating from remote locations 
through Zoom Webinar. These 
meetings are being held electron-
ically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meetings to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meetings can be accessed 
by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
Planning Commission:
URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_0Bmg5zUiSeqcq4y-
77qeOiQ
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Ad Network

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-0001
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Webinar ID: 928 8155 9777
Password: 805943
 
City Council:
URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_9JXGyjT8SN6llT83I-
B6hmA
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 910 9478 8732
Password: 787389
 
Public comment will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Planning 
& Zoning staff at PlanComm@
alexandriava.gov for the Planning 
Commission hearing, to the City 
Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@alexandria-
va.gov for the City Council hearing, 
or make public comments through 
the conference call on the day of 
either hearing.
For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the Planning Commis-
sion hearing, contact Jackie Cato 
at jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711. 
For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the City Council hearing, 
please call the City Clerk and Clerk 
of Council's Office at 703.746.4550 
(TTY/TDD 838-5056). We request 
that you provide a 48-hour notice 
so that the proper arrangements 
may be made. 

FY 2021 Long Range Planning 
Interdepartmental Work Program 
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

City Charter Section 9.06 Case 
#2020-00001 
4850 Mark Center Drive (Parcel 
Address: 5110 Mark Center Drive) 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Planning Com-
mission to review whether the 
proposed purchase of property by 
the City of Alexandria is consistent 
with the City of Alexandria Master 
Plan pursuant to Section 9.06 of the 
City Charter.
Applicant: City of Alexandria

Master Plan Amendment #2020-
00002 
Rezoning #2020-00001
Development Special Use Permit 
#2019-00028 
Transportation Management Plan 

Special Use Permit #2020-00009 
701 North Henry Street 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for: (A) an amend-
ment to the Braddock Road Metro 
Station Small Area Plan chapter 
of the Master Plan to amend the 
Braddock Metro Neighborhood 
Plan (BMNP) to update the 
Development Table to reflect the 
proposed rezoning and increase in 
density; (B) an amendment to the 
official zoning map to change the 
zone from CSL/Commercial service 
low to CRMU-M/Commercial res-
idential mixed use (medium); (C) 
a Development Special Use Permit 
and Site Plan with modifications to 
construct a 94-unit multifamily res-
idential building with below grade 
parking and ground floor retail, 
including Special Use Permits for 
an increase in the floor area ratio 
to 2.0, for an increase in density 
in exchange for the provision of 
affordable housing pursuant to 
Section 7-700 of the Zoning Ordi-
nance, and a modification to the 
street tree spacing requirements in 
the Landscape Guidelines; and (D) 
a Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit; zoned: CSL/
Commercial Service Low. 
Applicant: AVANTI HG 701 LLC, 
represented by M. Catharine Pus-
kar, attorney

Encroachment #2019-00004 
5601 Courtney Avenue - Virginia 
Paving Company Encroachment 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for various Encroach-
ments into the public right-of-way 
on Courtney Avenue; zoned: I/ 
Industrial. 
Applicant: Eurovia Atlantic Coast, 
LLC, represented by Mary Cather-
ine Gibbs, attorney

Special Use Permit #2020-00029 
801 North Fairfax Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 
for an increase in building height 
to 77 feet in the OCM(50) zone, 
per Section 4-905(D) of the Zoning 
Ordinance; zoned: OCM(50)/Office 
commercial medium (50). 
Applicant: A & A Limited Partner-
ship, a Virginia Limited Partner-
ship, represented by Duncan W. 
Blair, attorney

Special Use Permit #2020-00031 
3109 Circle Hill Road 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 
to construct a single-family dwell-
ing on a developed, substandard lot; 
zoned: R-8/Single-family. 
Applicants: Jeff Seibel and Nicole 
Mayer

Classifieds

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Off er valid at es-
timate only. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 
99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  Li-
cense# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Reg-
istration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H   

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Subscribe to 
Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get 
your news delivered 
to your email 
Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.
com/ 
sign-up-to-
receive-e-edition

Want to get 
your news 

a day before 
everyone else?
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407 YALE DRIVE
JUST SOLD 
$1,378,000

Living, Loving, 
Listing Old Town

511 S. LEE STREET
FOR SALE $2,195,000

5 Beds | 3.55 Baths 

210 N. FAIRFAX STREET
JUST SOLD

Represented the Buyer

Old Town, Alexandria  Tel. 202.361.5079  I  LBishop@McEnearney.com  I  109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  I  Equal Housing Opportunity

209 S. LEE STREET
UNDER CONTRACT 

$4,300,000

Providing a Seamless Virtual Experience
It has become easier than ever to virtually tour a home. Visit LaurenBishopHomes.com to learn how 

Lauren can open doors for you without leaving the safety and comfort of your home.

228 S. WASHINGTON ST #310
JUST LISTED $319,000
Office Space | Off-street 

Parking Included in List Price


