
Consistent symptoms, 
negative test results 
lead to unanswered 
questions
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Old Town resident Amy Gur-
tler has symptoms of COVID-19 
– fatigue, dry cough, chest 
pain, body aches and short-
ness of breath. She’s continued 
to experience these symptoms 

since mid-March, but her tests 
for the novel coronavirus and 
its antibodies have both come 
back negative. 

Gurtler could be one of the 
many people worldwide who 
get false negative test results 
for COVID-19. She could also 
be one of the many who end up 
fighting the virus for months 

Some shelters have 
had to turn away appli-
cants 
BY MARGO WAGNER 

Social distancing has left 
many Alexandrians with more 
time at home and a desire for 
companionship. As a result, 
many local animal rescue organi-

zations have received an influx of 
applications for animal fostering.

The Animal Welfare League 
of Alexandria received so many 
applications for fostering in 
March and early April that it 
had to suspend new foster re-
quests, according to Gina Hard-
ter, director of marketing and 
communications for AWLA.

“At a certain point, we had 
to suspend bringing in new 
people to foster because we ac-
tually didn't have enough ani-
mals,” Hardter said.  

At the beginning of the pan-
demic, AWLA staff expected 
the shelter to fill up as people 
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Jonathan Griffin 
charged with as-
sault and battery 
for unjust use of 
force
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Alexandria police of-
ficer Jonathan Griffin was 
arrested and charged with 
assault and battery on 
Tuesday for unjustified 
use of force, according to 
a news release. 

The use of force inci-
dent took place on Jan. 27. 
Griffin, a white, 32-year-
old male, was taking an 
individual, another white 
male, into custody for a 
health evaluation, accord-
ing to the release. Griffin 
used weaponless force to 
bring the handcuffed sub-
ject to the ground. As a 
result, the man sustained 

multiple injuries to the 
front of his body. 

The Alexandria Po-
lice Department placed 
Griffin on administrative 
leave on June 3, more 
than four months after 
the incident took place. 
APD began the employ-
ment termination process 
against Griffin on June 26 
after an investigation de-
termined that the use of 
force was unnecessary. 

The assault and bat-
tery charge is a class one 
misdemeanor that carries 
a maximum penalty of 
one year imprisonment 
and a fine of $2,500, ac-
cording to the Office of 
the Commonwealth’s At-
torney. A trial date has 
not been set yet.

APD officer arrested
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

$775,000 – SOLD
DEL RAY

Located on a large level lot just a few blocks from 
the Braddock METRO, shopping and restaurants!  
Foyer entry with half bath, living room with high 
ceilings and wood burning fireplace, separate din-
ing room and eat-in kitchen with French doors to 
an enclosed porch and a screened-in porch.

$835,000 - Under Contract
GW PARK

Fabulous brick and 
stone rambler on over 
8,500 sq ft lot! City 
pools may be closed 
but THIS POOL 
IS OPEN! Three 
bedrooms and 3 
full baths. Beautiful 
hardwood floors on the main level, spacious living room 
with wood burning fireplace and windows look out to 
the pool. Large sliding glass doors open to a huge deck 
with a lower level private patio and pool access. Updated 
kitchen with light wood cabinets, recessed lights, gran-
ite counters and stainless steel appliances. The new glass 
door in the hall invites you to a finished lower level...
and you will be surprised! There is a bonus room with a 
fireplace that is the perfect for a study or home office.

DEL RAY

$999,000 – SOLD
Gorgeous del ray 
colonial with 3 
bedrooms 2. 5 baths 
and detached studio! 
Spacious foyer entry, 
craftsman mould-
ings, windows with 
natural wood framing and beautiful refinished oak 
floors on main level and red heart pine on upper level! 
Open living room with gas fireplace and French doors 
to a study with built-in desk and a half bath. Gourmet 
kitchen with SS appliances including a wine fridge, gas 
cooktop , 42” natural cherry cabinetry, granite counters 
and breakfast bar. Adjoining dining room with sliding 
French doors lead to a beautiful custom stone patio with 
curved wall and landscaped yard. Youtube video: www.
youtube.com/watch?v=C_JnUGqic18&t=3s

ROSEMONT

$1,055,000 – Under Contract
Wonderful 
updated brick 
bungalow on a 
large landscaped 
lot just blocks to 
METRO, shops 
and restaurants! 
Formal living 
room with re-
lined wood burn-
ing fireplace, adjoins a large dining room with French 
doors to a family room. Three upper level bedrooms, 2 
full baths including master suite w/ walk in closet, en 
suite bath w/double shower & his and her sinks. Un-
finished lower level with outside access to fenced area 
for pets. w/stairs to fenced in area. YouTube video: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7gj_uKG6YM

SEMINARY VALLEY

$635,000 – SOLD

Lovely brick home is on a private cut de sac with 
a large fenced yard and off street parking. Great 
location inside the beltway just minutes from 
shopping & schools with easy access to I-395, 
crystal City, Pentagon. Light f illed living room 
and separate dining room with access to a large 
deck. Updated kitchen with Quartz counters, 42” 
natural Cherry cabinetry and SS appliances.

Wishing you a safe and 
happy 4th of July!

Support small 
business. Shop 
local, buy local.

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 32 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
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to the Fusion Academy Alexandria Class of 2020

Congratulations 
Jackson Bowie • Wesley Buek • John Carlisle • Sophie  

Dasmalchi • Christian DiNunzio • Emma Foley • David Moore 
• Maddie Reilly • Annalise Roberts • Max Zawitoski

A Del Ray patri-
otic porch party

Garden clubs spread cheer 
with ‘flower flashes’

Tonight, the Del Ray 
Business Association’s 
monthly Porch Party – 
a distanced version of 
the neighborhood’s First 
Thursday summer street 
festival – is themed for 
Independence Day. 

From 6 p.m. to dusk, 
DBRA encourages com-
munity members to par-
ticipate in a variety of ac-
tivities, from supporting 
local restaurants to show-
ing patriotic spirit. 

Participants are en-
couraged to order carry-
out from Del Ray restau-
rants and enjoy dinner 
on their front porches 
and yards. A commu-
nity spirit decorating 
competition for houses, 

sidewalks and yards is 
open through July 4. The 
household with the most 
red, white and blue spirit 
will win 100 Del Ray Dol-
lars. Register by sending 
a photo to delraybingo@
gmail.com. 

Each month, First 
Thursday benefits a lo-
cal charity. This month, 
DRBA encourages resi-
dents to donate individ-
ually-wrapped snacks 
and hand sanitizer to 
the Dunbar Alexan-
dria-Olympic Boys and 
Girls Club. Collection 
bins will be located 
throughout Del Ray. For 
more information, go to 
www.visitdelray.com. 
-mschrott@alextimes.com

Hunting Creek Garden 
Club and the Garden Club 
of Alexandria have been 
“flower flashing” the com-
munity by setting up elab-
orate gardening displays 
around town. 

So far, the clubs have 
flower flashed Fire Station 
201 on Prince Street and the 
Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, but they have more 
flashes planned, according 
to a news release.

Hunting Creek Garden 
Club and the Garden Club of 
Alexandria are both mem-
bers of the Garden Club 
of Virginia. The two clubs 
coordinate the annual Old 
Town Alexandria Historic 
Home and Garden tour. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com
COURTESY PHOTO

A flower flash display at the Charles Houston Recreation Center.
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Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

WEEKLY BRIEFING

APD officers who use force 
are required to report the in-
cident immediately, according 
to the news release. The APD 
conducts an investigation into 
each incident to determine 
whether the use of force was 
justified. Three supervisors at 
APD have been disciplined for 
failing to investigate Griffin’s 
use of force promptly enough, 
according to the release. 

“Use of force is dehuman-
izing and should be avoid-
ed whenever possible, even 
when legally justified,” APD 
Chief Michael Brown said in a 
statement. “Unjustified use of 
force is completely unaccept-
able, and we will continue to 
hold officers accountable in 
the rare cases when violations 
of this policy occur.”

Following his arrest, Grif-
fin was booked at the William 
G. Truesdale Adult Detention 
Center and released pending 
arraignment on Aug. 4, ac-
cording to the release. This 
is standard for most misde-
meanors during the corona-
virus pandemic to reduce the 
risk of exposure at the jail.

APD officers have used 
force against 37 of the more 
than 5,500 subjects taken into 
custody in 2019 and 2020, ac-
cording to the release. Fire-
arms were used by officers in 
one of the 37 cases. Fifty per-
cent of those taken into custo-
dy were black, and 51 percent 
of subjects of force were black, 
according to the release.

All APD officers receive 
116 hours in appropriate use 
of force training. About 60 
percent of Alexandria police 
officers are certified in crisis 
intervention, which involves 
verbal de-escalation and 
listening skills designed to 
avoid the use of force, accord-
ing to the release.

On June 9, city council ad-
opted a resolution pledging to 
establish a community police 
review board to oversee the 

APD. The resolution was pro-
posed by Councilor Mo Seif-
eldein in response to a nation-
al outcry for police reform that 
followed the killing of George 
Floyd, a black man who was 
killed by a white police officer 
in Minneapolis on May 25. 

Use of force incidents will 
fall under the proposed com-
munity police review board, 
Seifeldein said.

Regarding Griffin’s case, 
Seifeldein questioned why it 
took so long for Griffin to be 
investigated, charged and 
dismissed from APD. 

“I am not familiar with 
the full timeline and all of the 
details of the case, but there 
are gaps in the narrative that 
must be filled,” Seifeldein 
said in an email. “Most press-
ingly, why weren’t appropri-
ate actions taken ‘promptly’ 
and is this delay unique to 
this case?”

The city can't provide 
additional specifics about 
the case at this stage of the 
termination proceedings 
and criminal review, ac-
cording to city spokesper-
son Craig Fifer.

-mschrott@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Jonathan Griffin.
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with no relief in sight.
“The biggest overriding 

theme is just the confusion 
in terms of both my diagnosis 
and recovery,” Gurtler said. 
“Even at this point, it really 
seems like I had COVID, but I 
still don’t even know for sure, 
and then the aspect of recov-
ery, you don’t really hear a 
whole lot about these long-
term cases.”

Aside from the negative 
test results, Gurtler seems to 
check all the boxes for some-
one with COVID-19. 

She began to exhibit 
symptoms on March 15, ex-
actly 14 days after she flew 
from Denver to Washington 

D.C. on March 1. The incuba-
tion period for COVID-19, or 
the period of time between 
exposure and the onset of 
symptoms, ranges from two 

to 14 days, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

Gurtler’s initial symptoms 
were fatigue, a sore throat, a 
dry cough, minor shortness 
of breath, chills and a slight 
fever. The symptoms were 
minor enough that Gurtler 
dismissed them as a cold.

“My temperature was only 
99, so I thought, ‘Okay, I don’t 
really have COVID because 
my temperature’s supposed to 
be higher. It’s supposed to be 
100 and above,’” Gurtler said. 
“My coworker had a cold, and 
I don’t ever get allergies, so I 
just assumed, ‘Okay I proba-
bly have a cold.’”

After a week of battling 
the minor cold-like symp-
toms, things got worse.

“Starting the week of 
March 22, that was the worst 
week of all,” Gurtler said. 
“It just kind of felt like this 
vice clamped down on my 
chest. I was having a lot of 
trouble breathing. It was just 
kind of like you’re breathing 
and you’re just not getting 
enough air. It was especially 
bad at nighttime.”

Still, Gurtler didn’t seek to 
get tested for COVID-19. Like 
many people in the early days 
of the virus, Gurtler was wor-
ried about the shortage of test 
kits and didn’t think she’d 
qualify for testing, as some-
one under the age of 50 with 
no preexisting health condi-
tions. She was also concerned 
about unnecessarily exposing 
herself to COVID-19 at an 

emergency room or testing 
facility if she didn’t already 
have the illness. 

“Everything I was read-
ing at that point in time 
was like, ‘It’s really hard to 
get tested and people aren’t 
even getting admitted unless 
they’re older or at risk or all 
these other things,’” Gur-
tler said. “And there really 
wasn’t much treatment, so 
I thought, ‘I’m just going to 
try to wait this out.’”

She proceeded to “wait it 
out” for several weeks, her 
symptoms yo-yo-ing from 
minor body aches to severe 
shortness of breath. 

“There were some days 
where I couldn’t even get out 
of bed, with the fatigue, the 
chest pain, the breathing is-
sues, and then some days I 
could kind of take little walks 
around my back yard,” Gur-
tler said. “There were prob-
ably only one or two days a 
week where I was entirely 
bedridden, and I would say 
the breathing issues were ev-
ery single day.” 

By the fourth week of 
symptoms, Gurtler decided 
she needed to talk to a doctor. 
Without a primary care pro-
vider, she set up a telehealth 
appointment with a doctor 
from PlushCare, an online 
telemedicine platform. The 
doctor informed Gurtler he 
was “98 percent sure” she had 
COVID-19 and possibly pneu-
monia as well. The doctor 
prescribed Gurtler an antibi-
otic and an inhaler.

Still feeling sick a week 
later, Gurtler set up another 
telehealth appointment with 
an urgent care center in Alex-
andria. It was the urgent care 
doctor who suggested that 
Gurtler get the nasal swab test 
for the SARS-CoV-2 virus. 

The urgent care doctor 
warned Gurtler that the re-
sult would likely come back 
negative because nearly five 
weeks had passed since the 
onset of her symptoms. Sure 
enough, Gurtler received her 
negative result on April 14.

Several studies have re-
ported the commonality 
of false negative tests for 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus. One 
study from Johns Hopkins 
Medicine found that at three 
weeks after symptom onset, 
the median false-negative 
rate was 66 percent.

“The false-negative rate 
[for the SARS-CoV-2 virus] 
can be fairly high,” Dr. Vivek 
Sinha, founder of Belleview 
Medical Partners in Alexan-
dria, said. “The range is re-
ally big. I saw some numbers 
that were like 5 to 40 percent 
for certain tests. … It’s not 
the first time that we’ve seen 
limitations of testing like this 
in medicine, and it just reiter-
ates that you have to take ev-
erything with a grain of salt.”

After receiving a negative 
result for the viral test, Gur-
tler’s symptoms persisted. 
She was able to get the an-
tibody test for COVID-19 in 
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“I was just so 100 percent 
sure that it was going to 

come back positive and so when 
it didn’t, I was devastated. I 
was like, ‘What have I been 
experiencing this whole time?’ 
To this day, it’s frustrating. 
I don’t know for sure.”

– Amy Gurtler
PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
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DISCOUNTS AT THIS STORE ONLY:

ALEXANDRIA
LANDMARK MALL 

5901 Duke St.

EVERYTHING 
PRICED TO SELL!
MILLIONS IN INVENTORY!

SHOP NOW FOR BEST SELECTION!
ALL SALES FINAL, NO REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES. OPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, 

MASTERCARD, DISCOVER AND SEARS CARD. WE ACCEPT SEARS GIFT CARDS. DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO 
PREPAID GIFT CARDS AND PHONE CARDS. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. THIS STORE IS NOT 

PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT SEARS CIRCULARS. THIS EVENT EXCLUDES ELECTROLUX AND TEMPUR-PEDIC. 
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%70off *10K gold unless otherwise specified.

SAVE ON HOME APPLIANCES!
Including Washers, Dryers, Stoves, 
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WE ARE OPEN AND TAKING EVERY PRECAUTION  

STORE CLOSING

ALL Clothing, Shoes, Jewelry,  
Bed & Bath, Housewares, Floor Care, 

Mattresses, Sporting Goods, Barbecues, 
Tools, Lawn, Garden & Much More!

early May, which also came 
back negative.

“I was just so 100 per-
cent sure that it was going 
to come back positive and so 
when it didn’t, I was devas-
tated,” Gurtler said. “I was 
like, ‘What have I been ex-
periencing this whole time?’ 
To this day, it’s frustrating. I 
don’t know for sure.”

Sinha said there are a lot 
of variables when it comes to 
antibodies for an illness. 

“Antibodies usually can 
develop anywhere from days 
to weeks after [the onset of 
an illness], and again, that’s a 
huge window period,” Sinha 
said. “Say you have two pa-
tients that are COVID posi-
tive and you do an antibody 
test on both of them two 
weeks out. One of them may 
be positive, the other may be 
negative, and it may just be 
that their body takes longer 
to produce antibodies.”

There are also situations 
where people don’t build an-
tibodies at all, Sinha said. As 
an example, he pointed to 
Hepatitis B, a virus against 
which many are vaccinated 
at young age. Sinha said he’s 
seen patients who have got-
ten the full series of vaccina-
tions for Hepatitis B, but still 
haven’t developed antibodies.

Since receiving her nega-
tive antibody test results on 
May 5, Gurtler has contin-
ued to experience COVID-19 
symptoms on and off. She’s 
been working remotely from 
her home, where she lives 
with her husband, who has 
not exhibited any symptoms. 

“Now, I think I’m on day 
100, day 101, and I would say 
that I am definitely doing a 
lot better. I can walk around. 
I don’t have as many breath-
ing issues, but I do still have 
them, and I do still have to 
use my inhaler sometimes,” 
Gurtler said. 

Sinha said the average 
length of time that his pa-
tients with COVID-19 have 
been sick is two to three 

weeks, but he said it’s not 
unusual for symptoms to 
persist longer. 

“Waxing and waning of 
symptoms we see in a lot of 
different conditions,” Sinha 
said. “Especially when you 
have this novel coronavirus 
or COVID-19, we don’t know 
a lot about it. We know more 
about it than we did a month 
ago, but we don’t know a lot 
about it and we’re learning 
from patients as they’re re-
covering. And so in cases like 
that, it’s not uncommon to 
notice patients having symp-
toms that are waxing and 
waning. Could it be due to 
COVID? It’s possible.”

Gurtler has found com-
fort in an online community 
of people like her who have 
had long-lasting COVID-19-
like symptoms. After learn-
ing that others have had 
similar experiences, Gurtler 
is concerned that many peo-
ple don’t realize how long 
COVID-19 can last, she said.

“I’m worried that they’ve 
painted this false binary in 
the media of either you are re-
ally sick and hospitalized, al-
most die or you do die, or you 
have a mild case and you just 
have like flu-like symptoms 
for two to three weeks. And 
yet, there are literally thou-
sands of us, perfectly healthy, 
young people, experiencing 
these long-term illnesses.”

After going through what 
was likely a serious case of 
COIVD-19 and seeing the 
state begin to reopen, Gur-
tler is advocating that people 
continue to exercise caution. 

“I do hear people start 
to say things like, ‘Oh, well, 
we’re all probably going to 
get it at some point, so I’ll 
just get it and get it over 
with.’ Like it’s chicken pox 
or something, and I guess my 
unsolicited advice to those 
people is: Try not to get it,” 
she said. “I really feel that 
people still need to be tak-
ing the precautions because 
you could end up with one of 
these long-term cases.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com

GURTLER FROM | 6



8 |JULY 2, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Virginia falls between 
its neighbors in 
COVID-19 surges
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Virginia’s neighbors to 
the north along the Atlantic 
seaboard, from Maryland to 
Massachusetts, were hit much 
harder during phase one of 
the coronavirus pandemic: 
All have cumulative caseloads 
per 100,000 residents at least 
50 percent higher than that of 
Virginia, according to data on 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention website.

Virginia’s coastal neigh-
bors to the south, from North 
Carolina to Florida, are cur-
rently experiencing soaring 
caseloads associated with 

reopening their states’ econ-
omies from the pandem-
ic-caused shutdown. 

Virginia is in between: not 
hit as hard by the first wave as 
states to the north, and not yet 
experiencing the recent surge 
of its southern neighbors. 

A look at data from state 
websites as well as the CDC 
reveals how Virginia stacks up 
against its closest neighbors 
to the north and south, Mary-
land and North Carolina. 

Different conclusions can 
be drawn about how a state is 
faring, depending on which 
pieces of data are examined.

For example, cumulative 
data totals make it clear that 
Maryland has been hit hard-
er by COVID-19 than the two 

Safety in the middle

Port City Profile

This summer, thanks 
to the pandemic, everyone 
is spending even more 
time in their back yards. 
Pesky buzzing and biting 
mosquitos, fleas and ticks 
can ruin this experience. 
Simply being outside 
with these pests can be 
unpleasant and intolerable, 
but it doesn’t have to be.

Mosquito Joe’s outdoor 
pest control services will 
render yards, decks and 
patios habitable again with 
its pet- and child-friendly 
treatments derived from 
biological and botanical 
ingredients. Its menu of 
botanical treatments has 
expended now that it has 

been accepted into the EPA’s 
Pesticide Environmental 
Stewardship Program. 
Mosquito Joe has always 
employed bee-friendly 
treatment protocols. All 
Mosquito Joe products are 
EPA registered as required 
by law.

The local Mosquito Joe 
service area is owned by Ron 
Gaskill. Gaskill guarantees 
customer satisfaction, even 
if they need to re-treat the 
property. Allow Mosquito Joe 
to eradicate any mosquitoes, 
fleas and ticks and help you 
savor summer at home by 
enjoying outside fun. 

Name: Mosquito Joe
Location: Alexandria, Ar-

lington, East Falls Church 
and Washington D.C.

Owner: Ron Gaskill
Year opened: 2015 (locally)
Type of business: Out-

door mosquito control 
solutions

Contact: 202-750-5730
Email: Nationalcapiitalre-

gion@mosquitojoe.com
Website: www.nationalcap-

ital.mosquitojoe.com

mid-Atlantic states to its 
south. Maryland has had the 
most cases of the three states, 
67,559 as of Tuesday, despite 
having the smallest popula-
tion at 6,045,680. That’s an 
infection rate of 1.12 percent 
of the population.

North Carolina is next, 
with 64,670 cases, but with a 
much larger total population 
than Maryland – 10,488,084 
– according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. That results in a diag-
nosed infection rate just over 
half as high, at .62 percent of 
the population.

While Virginia has had 
slightly fewer diagnosed 
cases than its neighbors to 
the north and south, 62,787 
as of Tuesday, both the 
Commonwealth’s popula-
tion of 8,535,519 and infec-
tion rate of .74 percent fall 
in between that of Mary-
land and North Carolina. 

Maryland has also had con-
siderably more total hospital-
izations than Virginia, 10,844 
compared to 6,203, with North 
Carolina’s total unreported on 
its COVID-19 website.

Other, and perhaps more 
important, measures indicate 
that Maryland is in the best cur-
rent shape of the three states.

As of Tuesday, both North 
Carolina and Virginia had 
more than 900 current hospi-
talizations, with 908 and 902 
respectively, according to the 
North Carolina Department of 

Health website and the Virgin-
ia Hospital & Healthcare As-
sociation website. Converse-
ly, Maryland had only half as 
many current hospitalizations 
– 452, according to the Mary-
land Department of Health. 
North Carolina was trending 
in almost the exact opposite 
direction as Maryland, as its 
current hospitalization level 
increased by 40 percent from 
June 1 to June 30.

Maryland also easily had 
the lowest seven-day moving 
average positive test rate of 
the three states, at 4.81 per-
cent as of Monday. Virginia’s 
seven-day average positive 
rate was 6 percent as of June 
26, while North Carolina’s 
rate was almost double that 
of Maryland, at 9 percent.

The City of Alexandria’s 
seven-day moving average 
positive rate was 5.4 percent 
as of June 26.

Another way of measuring 
whether a state is trending 
up or down is to examine a 
state’s number of new cases 
in the past week and calculate 
those cases as a percentage of 
the state’s overall case total. 

The CDC website lists 
each state’s new cases in the 
last week along with its to-
tal cases on an interactive 
map. Maryland again fares 
the best and North Carolina 
by far the worst of the three 
mid-Atlantic states. 

Maryland had 2,956 new 

COVID-19 cases in the last 
seven days for which the CDC 
site had data, which comprised 
4.4 percent of its total case-
load. Virginia was next, with 
4,322 new cases in the last 
seven days, which is 6.9 per-
cent of its total. Meanwhile, 
North Carolina’s 10,683 new 
cases make up 16.8 percent of 
its overall caseload.

While much higher than 
that of Virginia and Mary-
land, North Carolina’s weekly 
increase in cases doesn’t rank 
in the top five of states nation-
wide in number and percent-
age of new cases – though two 
of its Atlantic coastal neigh-
bors to the south do. 

Florida easily had the most 
new cases of any state in the 
past seven days, with 48,666, 
which is more than a third of 
its total caseload of 143,805. 
The state with the next big-
gest jump in percentage of 
new cases was Arizona, with 
22,143 new cases, comprising 
29.7 percent of its total case-
load of 74,533. South Carolina 
was next, with its 9,951 new 
cases making up 28.7 percent 
of its total caseload of 34,644.

Rounding out the top five 
were Texas and California, 
which had 41,410 and 42,726 
new cases respectively in the 
last week. Those encompass 
27.1 and 19.7 percent respec-
tively of each state’s total 
number of COVID-19 cases.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

CHART/LYVI SIEGCASE DATA/CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION

State Cases in last 7 days Total cases % of cases in last 7 days

Florida 48,666 143,805 33.8%

Arizona 22,143 74,533 29.7%

South Carolina 9,951 34,644 28.7%

Texas 41,410 153,011 27.1%

California 42,726 216,550 19.7%

North Carolina 10,683 63,484 16.8%

Virginia 4,322 62,787 6.9%

Maryland 2,956 67,559 4.4%
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The pets-in-waiting are asking Santa for a home of their own this 
holiday.  Your donation sustains them while they wait.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

 Button is here representing the waiting pets at the Shelter  
wishing you a wonderful 4th!

Of the many, all pet lovers are one, united in their love of cats,  
or dogs, or goldfish or guinea pigs.

Join the league of humans, devoted to giving  their pets a  
wonderful life, and receiving so much more in return. 

Learn how to meet your new best friend at  
AlexandriaAnimals.org/VirtualAdoptions.

THANK YOU

~ Phoenix  ~ 

~ E Pluribus Unum ~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

became sick and could not 
care for their pets. Instead, 
the shelter started to empty 
out as people directed their 
time and energy into adopt-
ing and fostering. 

AWLA recently reopened 
its foster application process, 
and the shelter is continu-
ing to attract more interest 
than usual. Typically, AWLA 
works with 60 to 150 foster 
homes at a time. During the 
pandemic, there have been 
around four times as many 
people interested in foster-
ing with AWLA. 

AWLA is not the only ani-
mal rescue organization that 
has had an increase in fos-
tering requests. Rescue or-
ganizations that are entirely 
foster based, including The 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals of North-

ern Virginia and Lu’s Labs, 
have also been able to house 
more animals because of in-
creased foster requests. 

According to Kathleen 
MacKinnon, cat coordinator 
and board member of the 
SPCA of Northern Virgin-
ia, the increase in foster-
ing was a welcome surprise. 
Usually, the organization 
has more homeless cats 
than available foster homes. 
But because of the pandem-
ic, the SPCA directed appli-
cants to other organizations 
after winding up with more 
fosters than cats in need. 

MacKinnon said the in-
crease in requests to foster 
was likely the result of peo-
ple having more free time 
and a desire to do good. 

“It's such a trying, emo-
tional time for people and 
for families to be isolated, 
and they just want to give 

back to their community,” 
MacKinnon said.

Jason Waxberg, who be-
gan fostering with Lu’s Labs 
in March, agreed that fos-
tering is a great way to give 
back to the community and 
spend time with an animal. 
He said he’s enjoyed staying 
home with a dog full-time. 

“It's just a great time to see 
how the dog lifestyle goes and 
test drive it,” Waxberg said. 

For Lu’s Labs, which 
transports dogs from the 
South and coordinates adop-
tions farther north, there are 
always dogs in need. Its ca-
pacity depends on how many 
available fosters there are, 
and it relies on foster fam-
ilies in Virginia, Maryland 
and Pennsylvania to help co-
ordinate adoptions. 

Requests to foster 

PHOTO/GINA HARDTER
AWLA exchanges animals outside and requires masks to limit the spread of COVID-19.

PHOTO/LUISA PAUCCHI
Bella is a Lu’s Labs dog who was rescued in March and adopted in 
April after receiving cancer treatment.

FOSTERING FROM | 1
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

Entertainment 
venues allowed to 
reopen in phase three
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

For the first time since 
Gov. Ralph Northam (D-VA) 
issued a stay at home order 
on March 30, local theaters 
and live entertainment ven-
ues are now able to reopen 
as part of phase three of the 
state’s reopening plan.

In phase three, which 
started on Wednesday, en-
tertainment venues can 
reopen but must limit ca-
pacity to 50 percent and 
maintain 10 feet between 
families or units of attend-
ees. It’s an opportunity the-
ater and concert hall owners 
have been looking forward 
to for months, but it brings 
uncertainty and anxiety for 
owners and audiences alike.

What will the live perfor-

mance experience look like 
now and moving forward? 
Will audiences be willing 
to return? The answers are 
still being determined, as 
local entertainment ven-
ues and the city’s creatives 
grapple with the realities of 
performing in the middle of 
a pandemic.

Some live performance 
venues are ramping up op-
erations and jumping at the 
opportunity to entertain 
audiences for the first time 
in months.

The Birchmere is open-
ing on July 10 with a perfor-
mance from the Billy Price 
Charm City Rhythm Band. 
Certain things will remain 
the same at the local main-
stay, such as free parking 
and merchandise sales.

However, the concert will 
be a different kind of experi-
ence than fans of the venue 

are used to. There will be a 
$5 COVID fee, according to a 
Birchmere newsletter. In ad-
dition to the state-mandat-
ed limited capacity and 10 
feet of space between tables, 
patrons will be required to 
wear face coverings when 
they’re not seated.

Doors will open at 6 
p.m., at which point tick-
et holders will be escorted 
immediately to their seats, 
and the show will last from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. with one act 
and no openers, according 
to the newsletter.

Other live performance 
venues are taking a more 
cautious approach to the re-
opening.

The Little Theatre of Al-
exandria scrapped the re-
mainder of its 2020 season 
and replaced it with a series 
of three smaller shows in 
the fall called Small Theatre 

for Uncertain Times.
“Even though we’re at a 

phase right now where we 
could perhaps do a little bit 
more, I don’t think anyone’s 
comfortable being there yet,” 
LTA President Russell Wy-
land said. “… If we’re looking 

ahead to a time when we will 
actually be permitted to have 
full audiences or fuller audi-
ences again, what are we go-
ing to have to do to make sure 
people actually feel safe com-

The show must go on

SEE ENTERTAINMENT | 11

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The Birchmere is reopening on July 10. Shows will be socially dis-
tanced and have limited capacity.
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com  

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 33 

years of experience 
to work for you!  

 
We are booking 

summer work now. 
Call us today 

to schedule your 
free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 
ing back? What we want to do 
is offer really small shows.”

On a practical level, that 
means small casts, small 
audiences and a lot of clean-
ing and sanitizing. The 
three shows – “Love Let-
ters,” “Mixed Doubles” and 
“Belle of Amherst” – will 
all be free and involve one 
or two-person casts, mak-
ing virtual rehearsals and 
social distancing on stage 
more feasible. 

The plays were specifi-
cally chosen to be one-act so 
that there are no intermis-
sions where audiences could 
potentially spread the virus 
by packing into the bath-
room or milling around in 
the lobby, Wyland said.

The LTA’s 219-capacity 
theater will be limited to au-
diences of between 40 and 
50 people, specific seats and 
rows will be blocked off and 
the performance schedule 
has been altered to help pro-
tect the health and safety of 
audiences.

“Where we would nor-
mally run a show Tuesday 
through Sunday, we are run-
ning shows so that we have a 
day off in between each per-
formance so that we can ful-
ly sanitize the auditorium,” 

Wyland said.
The first show, “Love Let-

ters,” is currently set to run 
from Sept. 11 to 27.

But even if LTA provides 
a safe, sanitary environ-
ment for its small-scale pro-
ductions, it’s not a guaran-
tee that audiences will feel 
comfortable returning to 
the theater.

A survey conducted by 
Shugoll Research found that 
dedicated theater goers, most 
of whom are older adults and, 
thus, are more vulnerable to 
COVID-19, are more hesitant 
about coming back.

Fifty-eight percent of 
theatergoers polled in New 
York and 49 percent in D.C. 
said they would wait a few 
months after theaters re-
open. Fifty-seven percent 
of “frequent theatergoers” 
said they would wait a few 
months, while 45 percent of 
theatergoers age 55 years or 
older said they would wait 
at least six months before 
considering going to the 
theater again.

LTA staff remain cautious-
ly optimistic that the theater's 
members will return. 

LTA held its annual meet-
ing for members last week 
via a Zoom conference call. 
In previous years, around 80 
people usually attend; this 

year, 138 people participated 
in the virtual meeting.

For the first few shows, 
Wyland said LTA is prioritiz-
ing its subscribers and mem-
bers, although the shows 
remain open to general audi-
ences as well.

“Everything that we’ve 
learned from our colleagues 
around the country working 
in theater is that right now 
the main thing is trying to 
hold on to your core audi-
ence because your core au-
dience is what you’re going 
to need when things turn 
back to normal or some-
thing resembling normal,” 
Wyland said.

Subscribers have already 
started returning in antic-
ipation of the abbreviated 
four-show season that be-
gins with “Mamma Mia!” in 
January 2021.

“I think it shows a great 
deal of confidence that we 
will get back on track and 
a commitment to us as a 
theater, that they’re will-
ing to give us this pass until 
things are back to normal, 
whenever that may be,” Ra-
chel Alberts, a producer for 
LTA, said.

MetroStage, which is 
currently in between sites, 

SEE ENTERTAINMENT | 12

Left: The Little Theatre of Alexandria's fall season will involve free shows with small casts and small audiences.
Right: During the pandemic, Alexandria Symphony Orchestra musicians have been performing chamber music pieces in small ensembles in courtyards and gardens.

COURTESY PHOTOPHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
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found itself in an unusual 
situation when the pan-
demic hit. The theater was 
not producing any shows 
but was starting to raise 
money for its new venue, 
which will be located on 
North Fairfax Street and is 
not due to be complete for at 
least 18 months.

“We also are in an awk-
ward situation where in a 
few years we’ll be opening, 
and, in the meantime, I’ve 
got to raise money for build-
ing a new theater and the 
economy is collapsed and 
everything is collapsed,” 
Carolyn Griffin, producing 
artistic director at Metro-

Stage, said.
Griffin will not be able 

to put on performances at 
MetroStage's own theater 
for another few years at 
least, but she’s starting to 
look into organizing shows 
at other venues. The chal-
lenges involved with put-
ting on shows at the mo-
ment are significant and 
potentially devastating for 
the industry as a whole, 
Griffin said.

“After being shut down 
all together and being in 
such financial issues and 
then to only perform for a 
limited number of people, it 
becomes a budgetary night-
mare and very much a con-
cern for the industry,” Grif-

fin said.
In lieu of in-person live 

performances, theater com-
panies across the country 
and world have turned to 
live streaming and other 
creative online solutions 
to keep audiences engaged, 
but even those pose a chal-
lenge. The rules around con-
tracts for members of the 
Actors’ Equity Association, 
the theater actors’ union, 
are different for filmed con-
tent or video, which makes 
the shift to live streaming a 
logistical minefield.

“Will the contracts shift 
in substance so that we can 
perform in different ways 
and under different condi-
tions and still be a viable 
industry or will they not? 
That’s a very big question 
right now,” Griffin said.

For James Ross, music 
director for the Alexandria 
Symphony Orchestra, the 
disruption caused by the 
pandemic was an unfortu-
nate but necessary oppor-
tunity to rethink a stagnant 
tradition of performance.

On May 7, the ASO began 
putting on small chamber 

music performances for so-
cially distanced audiences in 
senior living facilities such 
as Goodwin House and out-
door venues such as the Se-
cret Garden at the Rectory. 

The shift from a 100-per-
son orchestra packed on a 
stage to a small team of mu-
sicians spread six feet apart 
was an adjustment, but one 
that Ross has been support-
ive of for a while, he said.

“It has been my conten-
tion for a long time that 
the most successful modern 
classical music institutions 
need to be more modular,” 
Ross said. “They need to be 
able to respond to the musi-
cal needs of the community, 
even if it’s not in the form of 
80 to 100 people sitting on 
a big stage and 1,000 people 
in the audience. … For me, 
it’s a good thing that our 
orchestra and orchestras in 
general are being forced to 
rethink what their product 
is and what they actually 
represent.”

Whether the ASO will 
perform its upcoming sea-
son at its usual venues – Ra-
chel M. Schlesinger Concert 

Hall and the George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial – 
is still uncertain. The sym-
phony will continue with its 
small chamber music per-
formances and has plans for 
the fall season. 

Ross, like many live per-
formance organizers, is set 
on making sure live perfor-
mance has a future in the 
city, even if it looks entirely 
different. His performance 
for a small audience of el-
derly Alexandrians at Good-
win House was a reminder 
that live performance is a 
vital form of connection at 
an uncertain time defined 
by isolation, Ross said.

“The sensation felt so 
connective, so confirming 
that live music making in 
front of live, breathing hu-
man beings who are shar-
ing the same space with 
you, even if it’s in a garden, 
a courtyard, was just some-
thing that feels vastly differ-
ent than even the best virtual 
productions that everybody 
was doing in the last three 
months or so,” Ross said. “… 
It was beautiful.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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BY KIM GILLIAM

Summer weather is upon 
us, and you are likely excit-
ed to get outside and enjoy 
some fun times with your 
four-legged friend. That’s 
great, but make sure you’re 
aware of the risks associ-
ated with this time of year 
to ensure your best friend 
stays happy and healthy. 

Heat safety
Last year, there were 57 

reported cases of dogs dy-

ing in heat-related events, 
according to PETA. There 
were likely more that went 
unreported. 

Most of these occurred 
when a dog was left in a hot 
car. People often don’t real-
ize how quickly a car’s inter-
nal temperature can climb. 
According to the American 
Veterinary Medical Associ-
ation, even when it’s only 
70 degrees out, the tem-
perature inside a car with 
the windows up can spike to 
90 degrees in just 10 min-

utes. Cracking the windows 
does little to help because 
of poor air circulation. The 
rest of reported deaths were 
due to prolonged heat expo-
sure without shade or water. 

Bring water on your 
walks, head out during the 
cooler parts of the day, stick 
to the grass, take frequent 
breaks in the shade, and 
watch for signs of distress. 
An overheated dog will have 
glazed eyes, will pant heav-
ily and have a rapid heart-
beat, labored breathing, ex-

cessive thirst, lethargy and 
a fever. Dizziness, lack of 
coordination, profuse sali-
vation, vomiting and a deep 
red or purple tongue are 
also signs of heat distress.

You can take your dog’s 
temperature to confirm. If 
it’s higher than 102.5 de-
grees, you should initiate 
cooling procedures and take 
your dog to the vet. Get them 
in an air-conditioned car, 
offer small amounts of cool 

TimesLivinq

FILE IMAGE

PETS

Dog days 
of summer

KIM 
GILLIAM

SEE DOG DAYS | 16

Tips for keeping  
your dog healthy and 

happy in the heat
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BY MARY G. PEPITONE

More homeowners are 
taking the plunge into build-
ing and maintaining a back 
yard poolscape. Designed 
with swimmingly sublime 
features, today's residential 
pools provide cool inspira-
tion for both homeowners 
and their back yards.

Instead of traveling on a 
vacation this summer, many 
people are opting for a stay-
cation during the coronavi-
rus pandemic, according to 
Sabeena Hickman, president 
and chief executive officer 
of the Pool and Hot Tub Al-
liance, based in Alexandria. 

“What we're hearing 
from our 4,000 PHTA mem-
bers across the country is 
that homeowners' interest 
in pool and hot tub instal-
lations have exceeded their 
expectations,” Hickman 
said. “I think that it directly 
relates to people wanting to 

get away by creating a safe 
and fun environment in their 
backyard. Having your own 
pool and/or hot tub ticks 
both those boxes.”

Today, Americans take the 
plunge in 8.4 million backyard 
pools and soak in 5.5 million 
hot tubs, according to PHTA's 
latest data. People are swim-
ming in style with splashy fea-
tures built around their pools, 
with extras like fountains, wa-
terfalls and customized swim 
zones, which allow swimmers 
to soak up the sun and water-
side atmosphere.

People are designing pools 
to create a resort-like atmo-
sphere in their own backyard, 
Hickman said. 

“Today's builders aren't 
just dropping a one-size-
fits-all pool into a backyard,” 
Hickman said. “Homeowners 
want a pool that comple-
ments their yard, their home, 
their lifestyle.”

While people want a back-

yard pool to beat the heat, 
they also want one to make 
their home a gathering place 
for selective summer enter-
taining during the pandemic. 

“Having a custom-made 
back yard pool with a hot tub 
is part of a larger trend to 
create additional living space 
outdoors,” Hickman said. “A 
back yard pool should reflect 
a home's architecture and 
the homeowner's style.”

Hickman said homeown-
ers should make a pool plan 
before construction begins, 
and that starts with hiring 
a pool designer with a Cer-
tified Building Professional 
designation. 

“Building a pool is so 
much more than just filling 
a hole in the ground,” Hick-
man said. “You need a rep-
utable builder that is well-
versed in your area's building 
permits, engineering and the 
latest pool technology.”

A pool installation can 

start around $30,000, with 
costs dependent on site prepa-
ration, the pool size/design 
and the finishing touches sur-
rounding it, Hickman said.

“Some people want a lap 
pool for exercise, a recre-
ational pool with water slide 
or an adjacent hot tub,” she 
said. “If you want to enter-
tain around the pool, consid-
er decking materials, places 
for seating and sunbathing 
and the placement of other 
amenities, such as a gazebo 
or outdoor fireplace.”

To avoid getting soaked 
when building or upgrading 
an existing poolscape, take 
design cues from your home's 
existing architecture and 
surrounding landscape. 

“Some people want a very 
clean-lined, minimalistic 
pool to complement a modern 
home,” Hickman said. “Others 
may want a more naturalistic 
pool with stone and running 
water features. What your 

pool looks like with the land-
scaping surrounding it is an 
extension of your home.”

No matter the size and 
style of pool, Hickman says a 
backyard pool can become a 
backyard resort with popular 
splashy add-ons that include:

Flowing water features
An infinity-, negative- or 

vanishing-edge design gives 
the illusion of water merging 
with the surrounding land-
scape. Pool water spills over 
the edge into a hidden catch-
ment basin that makes the 
water appear to be suspend-
ed in midair or vanish when 
viewed from certain angles. 
Fountains and waterfalls are 
also popular water amenities 
that incorporate the sound of 
running water. 

Customized swim zone
Free-form or lagoon-style 

HOMES 

PHOTO/ POOL AND HOT TUB ALLIANCE
This pool designed by Thomas Flint Landscape Design and Development literally lights up at night.

Splashy design

SEE SPLASHY DESIGN | 15
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Sited on 2.7 acres and 
just one mile from Old Town, 
this estate is equally suited 
for quiet relaxation or grand 
scale entertaining. 

Tucked at the end of a pri-
vate tree-lined driveway, the 
home features almost 10,000 
square feet of craftsmanship 
and landscaped grounds, in-
cluding a pool with a water-

fall, outdoor kitchen and gas 
fire pit. 

The main level of the 
home features a classic center 
hall with a formal living room, 
dining room, spacious family 
room, gourmet eat-in kitch-
en, butler’s pantry, all-season 
sunroom, large study with 
built-ins and mudroom lead-
ing to the three-car garage.

The owner’s suite with 
a spa-inspired bathroom is 
located upstairs, alongside 
three additional bedrooms, 
two additional bathrooms 
and an open sitting area with 
a built-in bookcase. 

The fully finished attic 
includes two separate areas 
that could serve as a home 
office, play room, studio or 

additional family room. For 
guests or live-in help, the 
spacious apartment above 
the garage offers a private 
entrance and includes a bed-
room, bathroom, kitchen and 
living room.

An elevator services the 
three main levels of the 
home, making it suitable for 
all stages of life.

HOME OF THE WEEK

A private oasis in Alexandria

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us now for a FREE estimate. Our summer schedule is filling up fast! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Location: 5937 

Telegraph Road 

Neighborhood: 

Wilton Woods

Price: $3,744,900

Square feet: 9,840

Bedrooms: 5

Bathrooms: 4 full, 2 half

Built: 2007

Contact: 

Dayna Blumel & 

Kerry Adams

(D) 703-597-2252 

(K) 703-587-7841

blumeladamsgroup@

compass.com

BlumelAdams.com

Compass Old Town

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 
pools allow homeowners to 
build pools that fit the land-
scape. Sun ledges or shelves 
are shallow areas (usually no 
deeper than 18 inches) made 
for lounging and playing with 
small children. An adjacent 
hot tub gives pool participants 
a place to sit and chill out.

Light up
Underwater light-emitting 

diodes cast cool shades of 
blue, green, red or white col-
ors in pools. Lights surround-
ing pools can also be so-
lar-powered, which increases 
energy efficiency and safety.

Balancing safety and 
swimming makes for an en-
joyable poolside experience. 

Besides fencing and gates 
surrounding the pool, oth-
er safety strategies include 
automatic pool covers, float 
lines, life ring and/or shep-
herd's hook, posted emer-
gency information with 
outside telephone and an-
ti-entrapment drain covers 
and fittings.

“When others are swim-
ming in your back yard pool, 
it's important to go over wa-
ter safety rules and have lay-
ers of safety precautions in 
place,” Hickman said. “We 
also advocate for swimming 
lessons, so people know how 
to get to shallow waters if 
you find yourself in over your 
head, literally.”

It’s important for consum-
ers to know the cost of main-

taining a pool for long-term 
enjoyment, Hickman said. 

“There are high-efficien-
cy pumps that recirculate 
water, and technology avail-
able to heat the water that 
doesn't waste resources,” 
Hickman said. “It's essential 
to make investments in pool 
safety and maintenance.”

People don't just have a 
pool in the back yard, they 
want to create an outdoor 
environment, Hickman said. 

“Pools can have tremen-
dous benefits, which include 
exercise and stress release,” 
she said. “Now, more than 
ever, people are searching 
for safe places to gather with 
family and close friends, and 
where better to do that than 
poolside?”

SPLASHY DESIGN  FROM | 14

PHOTO/POOL AND HOT TUB ALLIANCE
This stunning poolscape designed by Claffey Pools transports one to 
an Italian villa.

PHOTOS/ JAREN DREW HORSLEY | LINEN & LENS
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PETS

Sunset 
Pet Services, Inc. 

www.sunsetpetservices.com • 703-971-4120 

Cremation services as individual as your pet

5521 Vine Street • Alexandria, VA 22310 

Individual pet cremations • Diverse urn selections  

Optional pick-up services
Garden stones and markers • Viewing

Serving VA, MD, DC • Open 7 Days 
Major Credit Cards Accepted v

Your Pets Are Part Of Our Family
We’re Here For Your 
Pets While You...
• Telework
• Return To The Office
• Travel
• And More.

Dog Walking      Pet Siting      Overnight Stays

@PassionatelyPets

Schedule a consultation today!
571-438-2323      PassionatelyPets.com

www.tailshigh.org
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Cat Rescue and Adoption
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81
9-

52
40

Tails High

 COVID-19 has us 
chasing our tails! 

   Sign up to foster
or help socialize cats?

Forever 
Forest

Forest was 
found outside 

fending for 
himself. Now 

this sweet boy 
is hoping his 

forever family is 
waiting to give 

him the love he 
deserves!

Due to COVID-19 we are only doing 
adoptions by appointment. For more 
information contact King Street Cats: 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.
Visit us at www.kingstreetcats.org

water, place wet towels on 
their head, neck, foot pads 
and areas under the front 
and back legs, and let the vet 
know you are on the way.

Summer treats
Frozen dog snacks are a 

great way to help your dog 
cool off. They are tasty and 
refreshing and can make for 
great enrichment, too. 

For example, frozen wa-
ter bowls are fun and en-
riching for the brain. Drop 
some of your dog’s favorite 
healthy snacks — carrots, 
watermelon, banana — in 
the bowl. You can even 
freeze treats in different 
layers. This will not only 
help keep your dog cool on 
hot days, but it gives them 
something to work for as 
they try to lick their way to 
each frozen treat. 

Want to use your muf-
fin tin or molds to make 
them something special? 
Place a little Greek yogurt 
in the bottom then blend 
some fruit until it’s liquid 

and pour on top. Freeze 
then serve. These treats are 
sweet and satisfying.

Water fun
One way to exercise your 

dog without overheating is 
to take them swimming in 
a lake, river, ocean or pool. 

Make sure that the 
swimming spot is safe with-
out riptides, strong cur-
rents or excessive reeds that 
your dog could get tangled 
in. And be sure to stay clear 
of toxic blue-green algae. 
For safety's sake, it's a good 
idea to put your dog in a life 
jacket. Don’t let them drink 
the water, and have plenty 

of clean water for them to 
drink instead. 

If you’re staying closer 
to home, a kiddie pool or 
sprinkler in the backyard 
can also be a ton of fun.

And don’t forget: Dogs, 
especially those with short 
hair, white fur and pink 
skin, can get sunburned just 
like humans. Limit their ex-
posure during the day and 
apply dog-safe sunscreen to 
ears, nose and coat before 
going outside.

The writer co-owns Frolick 
Dogs, an indoor dog gym 

in Alexandria, with her 
husband, Kevin Gilliam.

DOG DAYS FROM | 13
And don’t forget: Dogs, 
especially those with short 

hair, white fur and pink skin, can get 
sunburned just like humans. Limit 
their exposure during the day and 
apply dog-safe sunscreen to ears, 
nose and coat before going outside.”

– Kim Gilliam, 
co-owner, Frolick Dogs
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Weekly Words

SINGLE LADIES by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Cocktail glass parts
6. Blustery winds
11. Film director's unit
15. "Phooey!"
19. Reply of affectionate annoyance
20. "Enough already!"
21. Wicked
22. Radiate, as charm
23. *"Affliction" of Justin's fans
25. *Symbol of Japan
27. Haughty person
28. ___ Abraham Lincoln (aircraft 

carrier)
29. Embassy issuances
31. Dizzying pictures
32. Office drudge
34. Winter windshield spray
36. Makes fun of
37. *Queen's original lead singer
41. Bread ___ butter pickles
42. Silents star Chaney
43. Fencing warning
44. Sanskrit for "the enlightened 

one"
47. Barely gets by, with "out"
49. City near Carson City
50. "Geaux Tigers!" sch.
52. Red ink amount
54. Night sky lights
57. *Freedom of the press, e.g.

62. Baby's noisemaker
65. Turn off, as notifications
66. "What's the ___?" ("So what?")
67. Yellow sticky note
70. Folded brunch orders
72. Major road
74. Like the name Iris, for a florist
75. The ___ Chapel
77. Excels
79. *Situation caused by a concur-

rence of bad things
82. Statistician's sample
86. 1,212 square miles, for Rhode 

Island
87. Some digital camera batteries
88. Like pepperoni pizza
91. Took a Lyft
92. "Seriously?"
95. Popular Toyota
98. Single-stranded molecule
99. ___ de cologne
100. *Realization after waking up
104. Mr. Met or Mr. Red
107. Ducklings' dads
108. Saint ___, Minnesota
109. Academy honor
110. Soft jacket material
111. Bygone airline
113. Tragic fate
116. *Game Boy competitor
118. *Illusory hope
122. Stereotypical techie

123. Novelist Lamott
124. Toothbrush giant
125. Wide awake
126. Wonder Woman's archenemy
127. Corp. honchos
128. Medicare's hospital insur-

ance section
129. Dark-skinned grape

DOWN
1. Bursts into tears
2. ___ Mints (Girl Scout cookies)
3. Startling revelation
4. Crowded around
5. Seek redress from
6. Some embedded images
7. Quite a while
8. Tyler of "9-1-1: Lone Star"
9. Preceding night
10. Customer ___
11. Less verbose
12. Bird house at the zoo
13. Mistletoe event
14. Two-time Super Bowl MVP 

Manning
15. Elementary swimming stroke
16. Dia de San Valentin flowers
17. Bright blue
18. Burning Man setups
24. Minor altercation
26. Incessantly
30. Critical hosp. section

33. Poetic homage
34. Laura of "Big Little Lies"
35. Acute care pro
36. Greek T
37. Canine irritant
38. Streaming player maker
39. Wader with white plumage
40. Sallie ___
44. Garlic amount
45. Huge crowd
46. Up and about
48. Arrange in order
50. To-do reminders
51. Spare indicator
53. "The Magicians" channel
55. Salary bump
56. Cobwebby storage site
58. Thumb-twiddling one
59. Battle (for)
60. "Rough Night" actress Glazer
61. Special Forces headwear
63. Tons of, informally
64. Casts forth
67. Bear with a hard bed
68. "Carmen," for one
69. Scatter about
71. Ambient musician Brian
73. Russian ruler until 1917
76. Obsessive fan
78. Tranquil pastoral scene
80. Kings and queens
81. Deer family member

83. Person who can't handle 
defeat well

84. "Hairspray" matriarch
85. Athletic group
89. Income sources for some srs.
90. "2 funny!"
93. Language that gives us "kiwi"
94. Umpire's cry
95. Bite-size dessert on a stick
96. Splash softly against
97. Org. on toothpaste tubes
100. "No clue!"
101. Triceratops predators
102. Roll of bills
103. Without courtesy
104. Polynesian Disney princess
105. Fall bloom
106. Close call
110. "Auld Lang ___"
111. Pinball foul
112. Hoops org. whose members 

that don't end with "s" are at 
the starred answers' ends

114. Pod in Cajun cuisine
115. Story of Hercules, e.g.
117. Fond du ___
119. Glass of radio
120. Piece of corn
121. ___-been

ARTHUR F. BOLAND (90), of Alexandria, June 22, 2020

MARY EHLERS (78), of Alexandria, June 24, 2020

ROBERT NOE (63), of Alexandria, June 17, 2020

DAVID J. PLATT (68), formerly of Alexandria, June 23, 2020

KAREN ROGERS (75), of Alexandria June 22, 2020

JOHN R. RUBUS (82), formerly of Alexandria, June 20, 2020

MARY E. VARHOL (102), of Alexandria, June 16, 2020

DEATH NOTICES
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To the editor: 
More than a century ago, African-Amer-

ican educator and activist W.E.B Du Bois 
stated the dilemma, “Am I an American or 
am I a Negro. ... does my black blood place 
upon me any more obligation to assert my 
nationality than German, Irish or Italian 
blood would.” 

Du Bois’ simple question raises a complex 
reality when he examines his identity in re-
lation to race. It speaks to the obstacles that 
people of color in America confront when 
trying to attain what others achieve in their 
education, work and housing because their 
status as an American is treated differently.

While the struggle for the basic necessi-
ties in their lives continues, their mortality 
is also affected through their daily encoun-
ters with others in stores, while driving and 
simply walking down the streets where racial 
profiling persists. 

While people of color have encountered 
violence and death repeatedly through the 
years, the recent atrocities have raised the 
ire of not only Americans but also the world 
to demand reform within many institutions. 
Unfortunately, it took the glare of media cov-
erage to create a catalyst for communities to 
galvanize and take steps to show the need to 

create change. 
Need for change can be triggered when 

a condition negatively impinges on lives 
where they feel personally threatened while 
others may feel the situation is so morally 
offensive that the community works to fa-
cilitate change. These sentiments create an 
urgency where the numbers of those affect-
ed will determine the level of involvement. 

Racism task forces can be set up in neigh-
borhoods where issues can be prioritized and 
raised with local agencies. Many social work-
ers have followed the community organizing 
principles of Saul Alinsky and with today’s 
varied social problems and unrest, social 
workers have a part to play with reform.

Racist events should also force us as in-
dividuals to raise our own awareness to act. 
When one witnesses a racist comment or ac-
tion, enlighten the other person’s thoughts 
through dialogue. Not taking risks leaves us 
complacent and comfortable with no hope 
for change.

I am a native New Yorker who practiced 
social work in Boston and retired in Vir-
ginia. Racism is not just endemic in major 
cities but thrives in all communities.

-Robin Famighetti, 
Alexandria

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

In this year in which nothing feels like what’s come be-
fore, we shouldn’t expect Independence Day to be any dif-
ferent. Both in activities and tone, 2020 won’t be the same.

Tens of thousands of people won’t be gathering for 
the National Independence Day Parade along the Nation-
al Mall, as it’s been cancelled. However, the annual fire-
works display is still on, meaning large crowds will still 
gather in D.C. and along Alexandria’s waterfront for a 
glimpse of the show. 

We think the decision to hold the fireworks this year 
was unwise. It’s almost assured that the majority of fire-
works-watchers will be younger people, and that most of 
them won’t be wearing masks and physical distancing 
from others, particularly if the throngs that have been 
patronizing lower King Street and our waterfront parks 
are an indication.

This means the gatherings will, in all likelihood, spread 
COVID-19 both here and in the District. Spread of a pandem-
ic-caused disease is certainly a new wrinkle to July 4 gatherings.

We are also undergoing a nationwide reassessment of 
how our American society should be structured, prompted 
by the killing of George Floyd by a white Minneapolis po-
lice officer in May. This means many will view Independence 
Day through a different prism than in years past.

Perhaps some of us thought that, in an era where we had 
elected a black mayor of Alexandria, a black governor of Vir-
ginia and even a black president of the United States, our 
country’s racial problems were largely behind us.

That perspective was wrong, and Floyd’s killing merely 
exposed what was underneath. And what was underneath 
was largely invisible to many in our society – therefore easily 
ignored – while it was a threatening, daily reality for others.

Independence Day may be coming at the right time in 
the midst of illness, unrest and one of the nastiest political 
seasons in recent memory. As Alexandria resident Jim Laro-
cco reminds us in his letter on renaming T.C. Williams high 
school, see page 21, now more than ever we need to look to 
the ideals on which our country was founded.

Larocco emphasizes the ideal of freedom, to which we 
would add equality and justice. The basic concepts that peo-
ple should be free and also equal under the law are timeless 
and universal.

He also makes the crucial point that these have always 
been ideals to strive for, and we’ve never come close to fully 
attaining them. Obviously, a large segment of our country’s 
inhabitants were enslaved when our founders proclaimed 
the colonies’ independence from England and enunciated 
their famous principles on that Thursday 244 years ago.

It’s important to remember that the hypocrisy of that 
moment does not negate the validity of the overarching 
principles. We failed then, and we’ve continued to fail in the 
244 intervening years, to reach our lofty ideal.

As we work to make our society a better, fairer place in 
the year 2020 and for the next 244 years, the principles of 
freedom, equality and justice for all should remain our goal.

Freedom, equality  
and justice for all

Communities must create change

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not 
reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

All hands on deck
We’re making our way through 

extraordinary times. The circum-
stances we’ve struggled with for 
months now have no precedent. 
Decision-makers at all levels have 
no off-the-shelf solutions to select 
from. 

The critical choices that had to 
be made quickly held life or death 
consequences, and they also se-
verely constrained economic vi-
tality. Nobody had easy 
options. 

Those consequential 
decisions over the past 
months have touched 
almost every aspect of 
our lives and economy. 
Community and indus-
try leaders are coming 
to grips now with just 
how pervasive those 
shifts will continue to 
be. Some have opined 
that there are likely 
more changes ahead of us than 
what we’ve experienced since 
February. The brightest experts 
readily admit, however, that 
none of us truly knows what to 
expect over the coming months 
and years.

As we continue phased re-
opening – learning from glitch-
es here and there – the coming 
weeks and months are more like-
ly to be a plodding slog contrast-
ed with the adrenaline-surge 
we felt at the start. The disaster 
loan and grant programs will run 
their course and business owners 
will have to calculate their next 
steps. It’s hard to be profitable 
with limited capacity and ad-
ditional safety costs, and near 
impossible to predict consumer 
preferences.

Where employees work and 
how they work is likely to be as 
permanently altered as how we 
shop, dine and seek entertain-
ment. With changed land use 
demands, communities might 
have new choices to make and 
perhaps the opportunity to re-

shape what had already been 
planned.

We’re bracing ourselves for 
the growing list of venerable 
community icons that are clos-
ing. Surprisingly though, we’re 
also hearing from entrepreneurs 
with ventures that will attract 
new markets. 

Alexandria has much to be 
grateful for. Our community 

leaders were 
among the earli-
est to take dras-
tic distancing 
steps and in-
volve experts in 
health policies. 
It’s reassuring 
to note how 
forthcoming ev-
eryone has been 
to pitch in and 
do what needs 
to be done.

Alexandria’s tight-knit business 
community has routinely worked 
collaboratively and that’s never 
served us better than now. One of 
the greatest challenges is always 
getting the right information and 
resources to the right people – and 
at the right time. That could always 
be improved but Alexandria shares 
information throughout its busi-
ness community better than most.

City leadership has also un-
dertaken extraordinary efforts to 
continue or reinstate services and 
adapt previously rigid protocols 
to give businesses more flexibili-
ty for serving customers and gen-
erating revenue. Even state func-
tions never before considered 
particularly accommodating have 
adjusted some of their require-
ments and granted concessions 
under the new circumstance. It’s 
a boost to all of us when people 
can enjoy al fresco dining on our 
distinctive streets.

As we plan for the coming 
phases, we can reflect on just 

BILL  
REAGAN

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MARCH 5, 2020 | 27 

To the editor: 
Nathan Macek, volunteer chair 

of the Alexandria Planning Com-
mission, is also director of proj-
ect development and finance and 
a senior vice president of WSP, a 
large engineering firm that has 
been working closely with the city 
and the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority on the Po-
tomac Yard Metro Station Alter-
native B project. 

As director of project develop-
ment and finance for WSP, Macek 
“has conducted cash flow mod-
eling and uncertainty analyses 
of capital and operating funding 
for more than three dozen trans-
portation projects, applying in-
novative financing approaches to 
address the budgetary challenges 
faced by public agencies,” accord-
ing to the WSP website. 

Macek publicly testified in 
favor of Alternative B at the Vir-
ginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality hearing at the 

Durant Center on July 16, 2019, 
right alongside Paul Smedberg, 
WMATA board chair. Alexandria 
Mayor Justin Wilson, City Man-
ager Mark Jinks, former Mayor 
Kerry Donley and others also 
spoke in favor of the project at 
the meeting.

Macek’s dual roles – as a senior 
vice president at the firm that has 
been assisting the city and Metro 
for the past 10 years “with ongo-
ing financial analysis consult-
ing” and other services to secure 
funding for the new station, and 
chair of the Alexandria Planning 
Commission – is a clear conflict of 
interest.

Why are conflicts of interest, 
such as this obvious case, tolerat-
ed in Alexandria? No financial ad-
vantage, either direct or indirect, 
should be allowed by people serv-
ing on public trust boards.

-C. Dara, Hal Hardaway, 
Jimm Roberts,

Alexandria 

Still awaiting ethics reform The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

No reason to panic, every reason to plan
While we’re still learning about 

COVID-19, commonly called corona-
virus, its potential impacts are dom-
inating the media. When we see the 
effects overseas and outbreaks in the 
United States, we have good reason 
to become concerned about what will 
happen locally. 

We’re being told that the best 
preventive measures for now are 
all the things you’re supposed to 
do to avoid the common flu – wash 
hands frequently, cover 
coughs and stay home 
as soon as you begin to 
feel bad. Staying away 
from crowds is proba-
bly not a bad idea but is 
likely overkill until we 
know more about con-
tagious cases nearer 
our region.

Businesses most dis-
rupted are those dependent on China 
for production, and the ripple effects 
will increasingly affect our daily 
lives. “What do you mean there’s no 
Diet Coke?”

Obviously, if travel and gather-
ings are risky, hospitality businesses 
will suffer and the tourism industry 
has begun planning accordingly. 

At the White House press confer-
ence last week, the head of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control said it was a 
good time for businesses to dust off 
their pandemic preparedness plans, 
but let’s get real. Few small busi-
nesses have emergency plans on the 
shelf. Yes, we should all have them 
but those are often among the smart 
practices we’re perpetually hoping to 
get to next year.

There are, however, some real-
ly worthwhile things that business 
owners can start thinking about now 
that might help out if circumstances 
worsen locally – and, incidentally, 
these are smart preparations to un-
dertake at any time, so you’re not 
wasting effort.

The listing below is pulled from 
a variety of experts and reputable 
sites. To echo the comment of one of 
those experts, Patricia Frame, a hu-
man resources consultant frequently 

engaged by Alexandria SBDC, “There 
is no reason to panic. There is every 
reason to plan.”

First, owners should consider 
their business’s essential functions, 
and evaluate how those might be 
impacted by significant employee 
absences. Now is the time to cross-
train employees on one another’s 
responsibilities.

The next step is to evaluate lo-
gistics required for employees to 

work remotely, and those 
might require enhanced 
communications such as 
providing a phone and 
computer.

Owners need to re-
view their HR policies 
for possible changes to 
encourage employees to 
stay home if they’re not 
feeling well; paying em-

ployees during extended sick leave 
for themselves or sick/quarantined 
family members; or dealing with 
having to close for a temporary 
period. Perhaps you should estab-
lish special HR provisions just for 
COVID-19 circumstances.

Also important is identifying 
credible sources of information. 
You’re already hearing misinforma-
tion about con artists taking advan-
tage of the situation. Our local Health 
Department website is constantly 
updated with the most current and 
valid information and will also have 
links to other key sites. Go to: https://
www.alexandriava.gov/Health and 
search “coronavirus.”

Alexandria SBDC staff has ad-
vised businesses through similar 
circumstances in the past and will 
provide updates and suggestions as 
conditions develop. To review our tip 
sheet on how businesses can manage 
the coronavirus, see our website at 
alexandriasbdc.org.

Though much is still unknown, 
it makes sense for you to begin 
thinking and planning now.

The writer is executive director 
of the Alexandria Small Business 

Development Center.

BILL REAGAN

was public engagement for the 
upcoming Arlandria and Del Ray 
small area plan updates. Outreach 
for this effort has included mul-
tiple community meetings, open 
houses and pop-up events con-
ducted in Spanish and English. 
Meetings included childcare, to 
facilitate attendance by parents 
with young children, and tested 
new communications channels 
to inform the public, such as text 
messaging and Spanish-language 
news articles.

The city conducted a survey 
of residents in both languages, 
revealing that the priorities of 
Spanish-speaking survey re-
spondents differ in many re-
spects from those of the English 
speakers. The Del Ray Citizens 
Association also conducted a 
survey of its members and re-
ported the detailed comments 
offered by each survey respon-
dent, augmenting the outreach 
conducted by city staff.

Too often, the voices heard at 
city hall are older, less racially di-

verse, more affluent, more likely 
to be homeowners and less likely 
to have young children than the 
typical resident. As the successful 
Arlandria and Del Ray engagement 
demonstrates, the city has several 
tools that can broaden our reach. 
This level of public engagement 
isn’t possible with every planning 
effort, but demonstrates that we 
do have a template for doing it well.

Moving forward, I hope that 
civic associations, business groups 
and other community organiza-
tions will broaden their own reach 
to be as inclusive of the communi-
ties they represent as possible and 
continue to weigh in on issues of 
concern. City staff should continue 
to engage these groups, while also 
seeking feedback from groups and 
individuals heard less often.

We must actively work to solic-
it comments representative of our 
diverse community, and respect-
fully consider the viewpoints of 
all to make certain we’re making 
the best decisions for our commu-
nity as a whole.

-Nathan Macek, chair
Alexandria Planning Commission
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My View | Mignon Rollins Anthony

Tuesday marked my final day as 
the chief operating officer for Alex-
andria City Public Schools. I begin 
this letter with an apology to ACPS 
parents and the school community.

During the last few years I told 
you that things would be different 
when I came; that ACPS and the 
city were jointly committed, as ev-
idenced by a strongly supported 
budget and the recent hiring of sea-
soned, visionary and well-respected 
professionals; that ACPS’ business 
practice posture could and would 
be transformed by establishing new, 
long-term structural 
improvements in the 
areas of facilities, oper-
ations and contracting 
accountability; that 
those efforts were seri-
ous and underway.

I meant it, but it 
wasn’t true. 

Many residents 
told me that the his-
tory of ACPS and the 
city made them skep-
tical of my promise, 
but they hoped that I could pull it 
off. Community members, parents 
and staff yearning for real change 
repeatedly asked me:

“How long are YOU going to be 
here, Mrs. Anthony?”

“Your strategies sound encour-
aging – and we know it will take 
time – but is it possible?”

“Do you have the support of 
leadership?”

“Do you have the support of the 
school board?”

And with no doubts, I replied, 
“Yes!”

But I was wrong. So, while the 
staff I leave behind will strive to 
keep up, the bench of people exe-
cuting the work and the depth of 
expert leadership and trust prom-
ised to you is not there.

The folks in place are broaden-
ing their shoulders and will stretch 
themselves beyond capacity by 
keeping their heads down and 
checking boxes that will inevita-
bly lead to burnout, replacement or 
they will also depart, despite their 
passion for ACPS and the children 
of Alexandria. 

So, what happened?
Some ACPS leadership and staff 

recognized a downward shift in my 
influence about a year ago. I re-
mained focused. Then, this past De-
cember, after a disagreement about 
how to de-escalate transportation 
employee complaints, my position of 
chief operating officer, among oth-
er positions, was eliminated by the 
school board as part of what came 
off as a hastily generated restructur-
ing plan by Superintendent Dr. Greg-
ory C. Hutchings Jr., Ed.D.

The reasons given were the need 
to pay for other new po-
sitions and the creation 
of a leaner reporting 
matrix for the super-
intendent. As you have 
experienced in years 
past, the ACPS musical 
chairs have begun once 
again. 

The three to five 
years required for real, 
meaningful change to 
take hold is gone and 
the clock is now once 

more re-set. ACPS’ commitment to 
continuity and improved facilities 
business processes – which includes 
protecting and efficiently execut-
ing the audacious city-supported 
$500-plus million capital improve-
ment program over 10 years – is now 
struggling and uncertain.

This undeniably complex pro-
gram is being managed by a single 
person, with leadership taking an 
exorbitant amount of time to under-
stand and approve the allocations 
needed for appropriate technical 
personnel resources. These exam-
ples are now in ACPS’ rearview mir-
ror, original plans uncoupled, as the 
focus on COVID-19 solutions takes 
center stage. 

And although community criti-
cism may escalate, ultimately, citi-
zens and parents will have to take 
what they can get and hope for the 
best. 

I kept waiting this winter for 
either the school board or perhaps 
city council to ask (some? any?) dif-
ficult or probing questions about, 

Unfulfilled promises at ACPS

MIGNON ROLLINS 
ANTHONY
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if nothing else, the impact 
of risking the CIP by making 
such a deep shift in leader-
ship when investments to 
positively impact long-suf-
fering, deferred maintenance 
services and programs were 
already underway.

The silence was, and still 
is, deafening.

If these questions were 
contemplated, it was not in 
the public forum and it nev-
er was asked of me. What I 
also find unfathomable is 
that only one elected official, 
Councilor John Chapman, 
dared to ask me in passing, 
his words delicate in curios-
ity and respect, about my de-
parture. He asked me what I 
believed spurred this change 
of direction. 

There has been zero en-
gagement or query of me, 
arguably one of the most se-
nior officials in ACPS and the 
architect of an entire depart-
ment strategy for two years, or 
my staff, to discuss the impact 
of my departure, the change 
in priorities and approach and 
what needs to happen to pro-
tect taxpayer dollars.

Unbelievable. 
This latest restructuring 

effort flies squarely in the 
face of the intense and sem-
inal undertakings by previ-
ous Superintendent Alvin 
Crawley and Interim Super-
intendent Lois Berlin and 
their school boards. Berlin 
launched an upgraded plat-
form for improvement into 
motion in preparation for 
Hutchings’ arrival.

In addition, the Ad-Hoc 
Joint City/Schools Facilities 
Investment Task Force – on 
which I served and was a 
sub-committee chair – the city 
manager’s team, city council 
and others all put countless 
hours of work into fundamen-
tal structural changes.

What’s the harm, you 
ask? Scrapping this progress 
at this point in time has left 
ACPS scrambling for a coordi-
nated plan for reopening un-

der COVID-19 and re-imagin-
ing work and on various state 
compliance issues.

At this critical time, when 
ACPS needs the voice and 
solutions of every demon-
strated leader and change-
agent mind, what you actu-
ally have behind the scenes 
is a hurt and confused, dis-
appointed, insecure, silenced 
and desperately hard-work-
ing staff. This seems to be 
the ACPS legacy. 

On July 1, 2020, in one 
fell swoop, ACPS is begin-
ning a new fiscal year with-
out a chief  operating offi-
cer, chief human resources 
officer, director of trans-
portation, director of safety 
and security as well as the 
director of procurement, 
who recently resigned. I fear 
others may be contemplat-
ing escape or a protective 
posture – meaning, only do 
what you are told.

And with no offense in-
tended, new and acting lead-
ership lacking comparable ex-
perience in transformational 
change are now running the 
show. Those of us leaving will 
disappear into obscurity nev-
er to be spoken of or heard 
from again – reduced to just 
another round of ACPS casu-
alties to bite the dust.

I refuse to ascribe to that 
expectation. 

I also have no doubt that 
this letter will be judged by 
some as sour grapes, a disser-
vice, distraction or even dis-
loyalty towards Hutchings and 
the school board, especially 
during these trying times.

But I don’t mind being a 
whistleblower at this point in 
my career if it allows me to 
share my knowledge for better 
and to shed light where atten-
tion is crucial and possible.

So please know, citizens, 
that this is not about me per-
sonally. It’s about the mod-
ernization ACPS committed 
to seeking and that has now 
been upended and the unac-
ceptable void that you, the 
citizens, are paying for.

It is about a referendum 

against institutional fail-
ures that allow such a situ-
ation to continue to occur. A 
prescription for long-term, 
not incidental, change for 
facilities and operations in-
cluding effective, common 
sense accountability must 
be given a chance to take 
hold and prevail. 

A warning: ACPS Hu-
man Resources policy will be 
blamed for a variety of issues 
here, including why discus-
sions with me never took 
place. Don’t believe it.

This dysfunction is an 
ACPS culture that hides and 
thrives in the same vein as 
systemic and entrenched rac-
ism in the school system as 
well as educational elitism 
among its ranks. These factors 
undermine and impede the 
ability to inculcate progres-
sive thinking, and to some 
degree, even implant industry 
standards into ACPS business 
processes and practices.

As the division ascends 
toward the new five-year 
strategic plan, foresight 
serving a greater and ag-
ile comprehensive good for 
the division must be tru-
ly desired and sought, first 
and foremost by the school 
board, and then on each and 
every ACPS front.

And for those who still 
may not get my message – the 
plain truth is that business 
practices and support oper-
ations are integral to educa-
tional and social/emotional 
reform and sufficiency that 
delivers a wholly successful 
school system. They go hand 
in hand, and one cannot ex-
ist without the other.

A paradigm shift must 
occur, assuring you of a long-
range and sustainable com-
mitment with time to imple-
ment change. Or else, when 
the next big thing or person 
comes along, ACPS will react 
once again and continue to 
suffer endless and repeated 
disruptive change.

Who loses in that scenario?
For proof, you need look 

no further than the robust 

essential services and opera-
tions that were and are very 
much in the forefront, as a 
partner to online learning, of 
ACPS’ COVID-19 response. 
These same services and ex-
pertise are fundamental to 
other important looming de-
cisions, such as how to deliv-
er and support:

• A Continuity of Learning 
reopening plan of schools with 
new social distancing rules;

• Clean and healthy envi-
ronments;

• Flexible transportation, 
food and nutrition solutions;

• State compliance re-
quirements.

All of these are necessary 
to protect your children and 
create environments and 
experiences that are ripe for 
learning, while ACPS also 
continues to envision, reno-
vate and rebuild new schools 
already planned and the new 
environments yet to be de-
fined for the system’s future 
of learning. 

So, I end this letter to 
the citizens of Alexandria, 
to my exasperated staff 
who have told me “we were 
just getting started,” and 
my dedicated colleagues as 
I began – with an apology 
acknowledging that what I 
believed could be realized 
was misleading and cannot, 
in actuality, be delivered.

My parting wish for you 
and for ACPS is that policies 
be instituted that prohibit 
the merry-go-round of short-
term, and short-sighted, 
program changes. Processes 
need to encourage and re-
quire that business struc-
tures support longer-term 
improvement programs and 
goals, including those des-
perately needed to transform 
the ACPS Department of Fa-
cilities and Operations. 

I have appreciated and en-
joyed the honor of serving the 
citizens of the City of Alexan-
dria and bid you all farewell.

The writer is the former 
chief operating officer for 

Alexandria City Public Schools. 

To the editor: 
On June 20, the Alex-

andria City Council voted 
to ban the carrying of fire-
arms on city property.

Because of all the talk 
about defunding or re-
forming the police, it 
seems to be an odd time to 
be giving the police more 
reasons to make contact 
with citizens.

Suppose someone inad-
vertently enters a no-gun 
zone with a gun. A police 
officer notices and issues 
commands to the suspect, 
who complies as best as 
can be expected under the 
stress of the interaction 
with the police.

The officer, perhaps 
on edge, misinterprets as-
pects of the compliance 
and the situation esca-
lates. We would hope for 
a non-tragic outcome, but 
if the suspect is harmed, 
it would have happened 
because of the ordinance, 
a solution looking for a 
problem.

-Steve A. Brown,
Springfield

Solution 
looking for 
a problem
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how well the Alexandria 
community has risen to 
the occasion. We have 
seen innovative respons-
es and productive part-
nerships. The phrase 
“we’re all in this to to-
gether” is a mantra that 
drives us onward, and 
it’s reassuring to be in 
something like this with 
the likes of fellow Alex-
andrians.

The writer is executive 
director of the Alexandria 

Small Business 
Development Center.
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This Week 
How do you plan to celebrate the 4th of July?
A) I plan to host or attend a gathering with family and 
friends.
B) I plan to participate in Del Ray's 4th of July-themed 
Porch Party.
C) I plan to watch the D.C. fireworks.
D) I plan to dine in or carry out from a local restaurant. 
E) I'm not sure.

Last Week 
What is your view on city council's vote to ban firearms on city 
property?
94% I don't support it. It's a violation of Second Amendment rights. 
3% I support it, but wish there was also a statewide ban on 
assault weapons. 
2% I support it, but wish there was an exception for concealed 
carry permit holders.
1% I support it.

In 1991, Murray Green-
berg, owner of Alexandria’s 
French Quarter Café, and 
two other plaintiffs sued the 
office of Virginia Attorney 
General Mary Sue Terry. Ter-
ry’s office declined to contest 
the lawsuit, and so U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Albert V. Bryan, 
Jr. ruled in favor of Greenberg 
and his co-plaintiffs. Their 
victory was a big step forward 
for the LGBT community in 
Virginia, overturning a 1934 
law that prohibited the sale of 
alcohol to “homosexuals.”

According to the Octo-
ber 25, 1991 edition of the 
Washington Blade, a former 
Alcoholic Beverage Control 
commissioner speculated 
that the discriminatory law 
had its roots in the desire of 
Virginians to overturn Pro-
hibition in Virginia, a year 
after the 21st Amendment 
ended the federal prohibition 

on the sale of liquor. The for-
mer commissioner guessed 
that the “wet” crowd was 
willing to prohibit the sale 
of alcohol to “homosexuals, 
pimps, panderers, drunks, 
and ‘B-girls’” to allow “re-
spectable” Virginians to in-
dulge again.

The French Quarter 
Café’s owner Greenberg had, 
of course, been selling alco-
hol to the LGBT community 
for a long time at 808 King 
St. And while the statute was 
rarely enforced, Greenberg 
and his co-plaintiffs, lesbian 
activist Dale Barnhard, and 
the Gay and Lesbian Alumni 
Association of the College of 
William and Mary sought to 
formalize the end of the dis-
criminatory prohibition.

Barnhard noted that she 
and a female companion had 
been asked to leave a dance 
club in Alexandria because 

they were afraid of losing 
their liquor license for violat-
ing the 1934 law. The Gay and 
Lesbian Alumni Association 
of the College and William 
and Mary joined the lawsuit 
after they had been denied a 
request to rent a hotel suite 
for an event.

Bryan ruled the three 
sections of Virginia’s liquor 
laws pertaining to gays “un-
constitutional” and “void.” It 
permitted the serving of al-
coholic drinks to members of 
the LGBT community, the en-
trance of LGBT members into 
establishments that served 
liquor and the hiring of LGBT 
individuals by licensed estab-
lishments to serve drinks.

Twenty-nine years later, 
it seems amazing that such 
discrimination was still on 
the books in 1991.

Greenberg, as one might 
imagine, was overjoyed by the 

decision, inviting the Wash-
ington Area LGBT communi-
ty to The French Quarter Café 
that October 26 for a “Victory 
in Virginia Day” celebration. 
The celebrations didn’t last 
forever, as the bar closed in 
1994. Today, the building is 
occupied by an establishment 
that serves food and drinks of 
all kinds to patrons regardless 
of their sexual orientation, 
thanks, in part, to The French 
Quarter Café.

The Office of Historic Alex-
andria wants to acknowledge 
Pride Month with columns on 
LGBT history in the northern 
Virginia area. This column 
was delayed due to the need to 
address the removal of the Ap-
pomattox Statue. We hope you 
enjoyed this column anyway.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

OUT OF THE ATTIC

The French Quarter Café

To the editor: 
I urge our school board to 

be very careful in selecting a 
new name for T.C. Williams 
High School. Yes, I agree it 
should be done, but please 
do not replace his name with 
any other.

Our country is suffer-
ing from this era of identity 
politics, and any name will 
undoubtedly not just divide 
our community, but also 
divide groups within our 

community. Why this per-
son and not another? 

Our country desperate-
ly needs leaders who will 
commit to value politics, not 
identity politics. Our Amer-
ican values, which even our 
Founding Fathers recognized 
were ideals we must con-
stantly strive for, have fallen 
into serious disrepair. Now is 
the time to repair and recom-
mit to those values. 

Of course, we could take 

the neutral route, as was 
done in renaming Jefferson 
Davis Highway as Richmond 
Highway. But I would pre-
fer we follow the example 
of Fairfax County renaming 
J.E.B. Stuart High School as 
Liberty High School.

I urge the school board to 
move swiftly before Fairfax 
County renames Robert E. 
Lee High School after anoth-
er of our cherished values: 
Freedom. 

Consider the beauty of 
moving from being The Ti-
tans of T.C. Williams to The 
Titans of Freedom. This val-
ue, sadly, remains an ideal 
for far too many of our citi-
zens. Let’s move now so that 
generations to come will 
strive to reach and maintain 
freedom as a core value that 
is real to all our citizens, not 
just an ideal.

-Jim Larocco,
Alexandria

A vote for Freedom High School
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AUCTIONS 
Two Real Estate Auctions! 4 
Acres Improvement Matthews, 
Va. July 15, 1PM. 27 Acres Log 
Home Improvements South 
Hill, Va. July 18, 11AM. WWW.
CARWILEAUCTIONS.COM 
VAAR392 (434) 547-9100

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Double 
Hung Window $249* 
Installed w/Free Trim Wrap. 
Call 804-739-8207. Siding, 
Roofing and More!

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE 
ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 

$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

MIDTOWN OCEAN CITY
OCEAN FRONT TOWNHOME- 
Premium privacy, 4 BR, 3.5 BA. 
Huge deck, Pets OK, LIMIT 10
Redone for 2020, Park 2-3 
cars, Cable/WIFI/Phone
Email chuckles@beachin.net 
Re: “Ocean Club” for link.

REAL ESTATE
Porto Vecchio 1 br/1.5 ba
luxury waterfront condo  
for sale 571-335-7758 
portovecchiocondoforsale.com

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School 
Board will hold online public 
hearings on the ACPS fall re-
opening school models (Con-
tinuity of Learning Plan 4.0) 
during its Virtual Special Called 
School Board Meetings on:

     Thursday, July 9 at 7:00 p.m.
     Friday, July 10 at 12:00 p.m.
     Thursday, August 6 at 7:00 p.m.
     Friday, August 7 at 12:00 p.m.

For more information or to sign 
up to participate in a virtual public 
hearing, please contact the Clerk of 
the Board at 703-619-8316 or email 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us. 
 
Public comments for the School 

Board may also be submitted by:
• Online feedback form at: 
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/
board/meetings
• U.S. Mail:
Clerk of the Board, 
Alexandria City School Board 
1340 Braddock Place
Alexandria, VA 22314
• Telephone message: 
703-619-8316

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following requests have 
been received for administrative 
review and approval.
 
For information on the follow-
ing applications or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
703.746.4666.

Special Use Permit #2020-00046
4721A Eisenhower Avenue
Administrative Special Use Per-
mit request for a New Use for a 
light assembly, service, and craft 
establishment; zoned: OCM(100)/
Office Commercial Medium 
(100). Proposed Business Name: 
SecuControl, Inc.
APPLICANT: SecuControl, Inc.
PLANNER: Ray Roakes– Ray-
mond.Roakes@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning & Zon-
ing. If you have any comments 
regarding the proposal above, 
please contact Planning & Zon-
ing staff at 703.746.4666 or email 
the planner listed no later than 
July 23, 2020.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A  

PUBLIC HEARING

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE!
SAVE $1,500

877-691-5591
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

Walk-In Tubs

✔  Backed by American Standard’s
140 years of experience

✔  Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
✔  Patented Quick Drain® Technology
✔  Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND

installation, INCLUDING labor backed
by American Standard

✔  44 Hydrotherapy jets for an
invigorating massage

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE!
Savings Include an American 
Standard Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

BOGO

  Ends 
8/31

OFF

BOGO

  Ends 
8/31

OFF40%

Call for details

855-940-2635 

THE FULL SERVICE
REPLACEMENT WINDOW DIVISION OF

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Off er valid at es-
timate only. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 
99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  Li-
cense# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Reg-
istration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H   

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you 
the news every week. Please show them your 

thanks by patronizing their businesses.
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The Board of Architectural 
Review (BAR) will hold an 
Electronic Public Hearing on 
WEDNESDAY, July 15, 2020 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. to review 
the following item(s):

BAR #2020-00135 PG
Request for alterations at 419 
North Patrick Street
Applicants: John Corbin & Ann 
Riley

BAR #2020-00030 OHAD
Request for signage at 815 ½ King 
Street
Applicant: Old Town #2, LLC

BAR #2020-00007 OHAD
Request for revisions to previously 
approved plans at 128 North Pitt 
Street
Applicants: Martin O. Kamm & 
Eva M. Martoreli Gil

BAR #2020-00142 OHAD
Request for new building at 1300 
& 1310 King Street
Applicant: 1300 King, LLC

BAR #2020-00255 OHAD
Request for partial demolition at 
932 South Fairfax Street
Applicant: Chad Worz

BAR #2020-00254 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 932 South Fairfax Street
Applicant: Chad Worz

BAR #2020-00259 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1707 
Duke Street
Applicant: Charles Hooff

BAR #2020-00275 OHAD
Request to install small cell facility 
on a utility pole on public property 
adjacent to 1299 Michigan Court

Applicant: Cellco Partnership dba 
Verizon Wireless

BAR #2020-00289 PG
Request for alterations at 902 
Oronoco Street
Applicants: Patricia Harris & 
Richard LaFace

BAR #2020-00292 OHAD
Request for partial demolition at 
407 Prince Street
Applicants: Carlos Cecchi & Lisa 
Rivas

BAR #2020-00291 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 407 Prince Street
Applicants: Carlos Cecchi & Lisa 
Rivas

BAR #2020-00197 OHAD
Request for complete demolition 
at 450 South Patrick Street, 900 
Wolfe Street &
431 South Columbus Street
Applicant: Heritage at Old Town 
PropCo LLC

BAR #2020-00196 OHAD
Request for concept review at 450 
South Patrick Street, 900 Wolfe 
Street & 431 South
Columbus Street
Applicant: Heritage at Old Town 
PropCo LLC

VRE presentation on pedestrian 
safety improvements at Union 
Station.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the July 15, 2020 
meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Vir-
ginia Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)
(3), the Continuity of Govern-
ment ordinance adopted by the 
City Council on June 20, 2020 

or Sections 4-0.00(g) in HB29 
and HB30 to undertake essential 
business. BAR board members 
and staff are participating from 
remote locations through Zoom 
Webinar. This meeting is being 
held electronically, unless a 
determination is made that it is 
safe enough for the meeting to be 
held in person in the City Coun-
cil Chamber at 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA. Electronic access 
will be provided in either event. 
The meeting can be accessed by 
the public through: Zoom hyper-
link (below), broadcasted live on 
the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_XHpdZUfiTjK3Fu-
wav2CcnQ 

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 923 0263 4208
Password: 669217

Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Lia Niebauer at lia.niebau-
er@alexandriava.gov or make 
public comments through the 
conference call on the day of the 
hearing. 

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711. 

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

Classifieds

Subscribe to Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get your news delivered 
to your email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 
a day before everyone else?

through Lu’s Labs have in-
creased from about two ap-
plications a month to four a 
week, and at the beginning 
of the pandemic, there 
were about 20 a week. Lu’s 
Labs founder and Del Ray 
resident Luisa Paucchi has 
embraced the new fosters 
and is working to build a 
relationship with them. 

“We're just trying to 
build that foster network 
that is longer term and not 
short term,” Paucchi said. 

Paucchi is already gear-
ing up for the possibility 
that shelters will fill back 
up once people return to 
work and cannot care for 
their newly adopted pets. 
She hopes her wide network 
of foster families will help 
her rescue more dogs when 
that time comes. 

AWLA staff are also 
hoping to retain fosters, 
Hardter said. Because of 
the large quantity of peo-
ple looking to adopt ani-
mals in Alexandria, foster-
ing allows AWLA to rescue 
animals from other areas. 

“If we have more peo-
ple fostering, we have the 
potential to bring in even 
more animals, with the 
goal of just helping more 
animals not just here in 
Alexandria but across the 
state and throughout the 

region,” Hardter said. 
Temporarily placing a 

dog in a foster home is often 
preferable to keeping a dog 
at the shelter, especially for 
animals who do better in a 
home environment or need 
one-on-one attention. Foster 
homes are also used for ani-
mals that are not old enough 
for adoption or are recover-
ing from medical care. 

“Every foster is truly 
saving a life and it's so in-
valuable to sheltering ani-
mals across the communi-
ty,” Hardter said. 

She advised people look-
ing to foster to stick with the 
process because typically, 
rescue organizations are al-
ways in need of fosters. 

“Now is an odd time, but 
if numbers drop off, there 
will be so many places look-
ing for fosters,” Hardter said. 

In addition to changes in 
foster capacity, the pandemic 
has also driven animal rescue 
organizations to implement 
innovative procedures for 
coordinating adoptions, ad-
ministering veterinary care 
and transferring animals. 

AWLA conducts animal 
introductions via Zoom, 
and the SPCA and Lu’s 
Labs use video conferenc-
ing technology for home 
checks. In addition, AWLA 
has switched to contactless 
pickup for shelter animals.

-mwagner@alextimes.com 

PHOTO/LUISA PAUCCHI
Gumbo is a Lu’s Labs dog who was transported from Louisiana 
along with nine siblings in March.

FOSTERING FROM | 9
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Chris Hayes & Gordon Wood  |  Lifetime Top Producers
Chris: 703.944.7737  |  Gordon: 703.447.6138
Team@HayesWoodHomes.com  |  HayesWoodHomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  #WeAreAlexandria

Equal Housing Opportunity

Baseball is back and HAYESWOOD HOMES  
is hitting ‘em out of the park! 

HayesWood Homes – “The” Team for Alexandria Real Estate

22 E Masonic View Avenue
Rosemont Park | 22301

$1,325,000

UNDER CONTRACT

605 Melrose Street
Ivy Hill | 22302

$919,000

UNDER CONTRACT

201 N. Quaker Lane
Alexandria City | 22304

$1,750,000

FOR SALE

27 E Masonic View Avenue
Rosemont Park | 22301

$2,000,000

FOR SALE

2609 Davis Avenue
Braddock Heights | 22302

$815,000

SOLD

903 Commonwealth Avenue
Rosemong Park | 22301

$579,000

SOLD

6 E Chapman Street
Rosemont Park | 22301

$780,900

SOLD

8832 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria | 22308

$475,000

SOLD

12999 Shadewell Court
Lake Ridge | 22192

$580,000

SOLD

2210 Collingwood Road
Fort Hunt | 22308

$715,000

SOLD

12328 Malvern Way
Sheffield Manor | 20136

$383,000

SOLD

1716 W Abingdon Drive #302
Potowmack Crossing | 22314

$280,000

SOLD

7606 Wood Mist Lane
Misty Woods | 22043

$393,000

SOLD

3623 Drews Court
Mount Vee Manor | 22309

$830,000

SOLD

7812 Friars Court
Sherwood Forest | 22306

$589,000

SOLD

5216 Old Mill Road
Mount Vernon | 22309

$875,000

SOLD

2325 N Early Street
Alexandria | 22302

$595,000

SOLD

6613 Rideway Drive
Springfield | 22150

$675,000

SOLD

4217 Peachtree Place
Vauxcleuse | 22304

$1,440,000

SOLD

4170 Governor Yeardley Lane
Chancery Square | 22030

$633,750

SOLD

6456 Lake Meadow Drive
Burke | 22015

$975,000

SOLD

Every listing needs some preparation before going on the market. Some need staging. Some need a general 
sprucing up. Some need extensive work. This is precisely why home sellers choose HayesWood Homes and 
their “best contractor list in the business” to decide how to get their house ready for prime time, to sell quicker, 
for more money. HayesWood Homes has a proven plan that will reduce your stress, knowing they care about 
you and your biggest asset. 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA MAGAZINE

2020 Top Producing Real Estate Team


