
Rent strike has been 
ongoing since April
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Protesters gathered out-
side of the Alexandria City 
Courthouse on Wednesday 
to protest a wave of evic-
tion notices being filed by 
the landlord of the Southern 
Towers apartment complex.

Tenants at Southern Tow-
ers, 4901 Seminary Road, have 
been engaged in a rent strike 

since April. The tenants, many 
of whom were laid off from 
their service industry jobs be-
cause of the pandemic, have 
continued to call for a rent 
freeze and for landlord Bell 
Partners to negotiate a rent 
plan with tenants for during 
and after the pandemic.

“We’re fighting back not 
to be homeless, not to be 
in the street with our kids, 
for the city to do something 
about it,” Sami Bourma, a 

Southern Towers tenant and 
organizer of the strike, said. 
“I’ve been talking to a lot of 
people in my complex, over 
400 people, and they still 
don’t have no job. … They’re 
still struggling, and their 
landlords are saying, ‘You 
have to pay more.’”

On March 27, the Supreme 
Court of Virginia suspended 
all new eviction cases in the 

Name change to be 
considered by 2021
BY MISSY SCHROTT

The Alexandria school 
board unanimously voted on 
July 10 to begin the process 
to rename T.C. Williams High 
School. 

The decision was in re-
sponse to a 100-signature 
petition the school board 
received on June 15 request-
ing that T.C. Williams be re-
named. The school is named 
for Thomas Chambliss Wil-

liams, a former Alexandria 
City Public Schools super-
intendent who served from 
1930s to 1963 and was a not-
ed segregationist. 

“T.C. Williams was in fact 
somebody who supported 
segregation and I think that 
really runs counter to our val-
ues that we have today,” Board 
member Michelle Rief said. “I 
think it’s long overdue that 
the school board considers re-
naming our one high school.”

Virginia’s current 
moving average  
highest in a month
BY DENISE DUNBAR

The Commonwealth of 
Virginia is experiencing a 
spike in the number of peo-
ple currently hospitalized 
with confirmed or suspect-

ed but pending cases of 
COVID-19. Virginia’s cur-
rent COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions have increased by 38% 
since the end of the Fourth 
of July weekend.

Virginia’s seven-day 
moving average of current 
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Southern Towers tenants and members of local grassroots groups gathered outside the Alexandria 
courthouse to protest evictions during the pandemic.
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

Fabulous Craftmark built home in sought 
after Kingstowne neighborhood . This 
6 bedroom/5.5 bath home with custom 
finishes and appointments throughout has 
it all...working from home....no prob-
lem...light filled home office with built in 
bookshelves & french doors for privacy! 
A soaring entry welcomes you to an open 
floor plan with great flow and functionality! The large living room is adja-
cent to the formal dining area. The gourmet kitchen with center island and 
bar area is perfect for informal family dining and catching up from the days 
events!  This IS the ultimate house for entertaining! Relax and enjoy BBQs 
and summer evenings under the pergola with your beverage of choice on the 
custom patio around the fire table! The lower level features a walkout base-
ment, gas fireplace, full bath with plenty of room to entertain! 2 car garage!

GAYFIELDS/KINGSTOWNE

$869,000

3805 Colonial Ave
Oasis on a half acre right out of House Beautiful! Spectacular inground (heated) salt water pool with stunning pool deck and waterfall. Custom patio with din-
ing area and casual living area, “Sunsetter” awning, custom screened in porch with heat/ac and remote controlled sunshades!  Enjoy lawn games, BBQs, huge 
play area with playground and vegetable gardens.. over $165,000.00 in landscaping..Welcomed by a grand two story entry foyer with dual staircase this 5 bed-
room 4.5 bath home is move in ready! Spectacular floor plan with open concept - family room with coffered ceilings, gas fireplace, wood floors, breakfast room 
and amazing gourmet kitchen with huge island. Walk in-pantry, garage access, butler pantry and half bath. Formal living room, dining room and den is perfect 
for the “at home” office!. Custom appointments, lighting and designer finishes through-out. Four generous bedrooms upstairs including a luxurious master suite 

with walk in closet and fabulous bath. Finished lower level with au pair suite and tons of storage area. A MUST SEE!

MT. VERNON

$1,375,000

804 Mt Vernon Avenue:
Fabulous location just a stone’s throw from Braddock Metro! Enjoy all the 

restaurants and shops in Del Ray and Old Town. New construction with over 
3,500 sq ft of in town living! Custom finishes throughout the 6 bedrooms and 
5 bath home (main level bdrm. can also be a home office). Open concept floor 
plan with finished basement, front porch, screened in side porch and garage! 

Call for additional details.

DEL RAY/BRADDOCK METRO

$1,500,000

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because  
I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 32 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988
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CLARIFICATION:
In the article "City long-term care facilities hit hard by COVID-19" in the July 9 edition of the Times, 
the data presented regarding cases at long-term care facilities was cumulative, not point-in-time. 
All data was sourced from the Virginia Department of Health. 

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Book Bank Used Books
1510 King St. • (703) 838-3620

www.bookbank1.com • bookbankoldtown@gmail.com

• RESTOCKED with new books
• REDESIGNED store aisles
• REALLY REALLY glad to see  
    you back again!

We’re now open 7 days a 
week! Check our website 

for updates and our 
safety precautions, and 

we’ll see you soon!

BOOK BANK RELOADED!

state for tenants unable to pay 
rent because of the pandemic. 
As soon as the eviction mor-
atorium was lifted on June 
28, Bell Partners began filing 
eviction cases, Bourma said.

Bell Partners filed 37 evic-
tion cases in June and more 
than 140 in July, according to 
Andrew Cuan, an organizer 
with Democratic Socialists of 
America’s Northern Virginia 
Chapter. 

“Some of them had been 
filed well before that,” Cuan 
said. “I can’t speak to the ex-
act number, but when we were 
checking, there were a good 
number of cases that had been 
filed as early as May. Essen-
tially, as soon as they could 
file it, they started to file it.”

Bell Partners did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment by press time.

On June 25, Gov. Ralph 
Northam (D-VA) called upon 
the state’s general district 

court judges to delay hear-
ing cases until at least July 
20, but compliance has var-
ied greatly from jurisdiction 
to jurisdiction.

Standing in front of the 
courthouse, chanting, “No 
money, no rent,” tenants and 
members of DSA, Tenants 
and Workers United, Grass-
roots Alexandria and local 
unions joined in support of 
further action at the state and 
local level.

On June 29, Northam an-
nounced the launch of the 
Virginia Rent and Mortgage 
Relief Program, which would 
use $50 million in federal 
CARES Act funding to pro-
vide rental relief. But in the 
wake of mass evictions, some 
protesters don’t believe the 
$50 million will be enough.

“Right now, $50 million is 
nothing compared to the de-
mands that are in Virginia,” 
Evelin Urrutia, executive di-
rector for Tenants and Work-
ers United, said.

Tenants and organizers still 
support a total rent freeze and 
another eviction moratorium 
to give tenants and landlords 
time to come together to nego-
tiate rental payments. Bourma, 
however, has been discouraged 
by his interactions with Bell 
Partners thus far.

“They’re completely ignor-
ing us,” Bourma said. “They 
don’t want to talk to us. Only 
time they’re talking is they’re 
talking about money.”

Many Southern Towers 
residents remain concerned 
about the future. No employ-
ment likely means no money 
for rent, which could lead to 
life on the street. 

“The concern has always 
been there, but now it’s worse 
than ever because now land-
lords have rights to evict peo-
ple, which means we’re going 
to have a lot of people on the 
street,” Urrutia said. “And with 
this pandemic and getting sick 
on the street, it’s really scary.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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More people with Medicare and Medicaid are enrolled in a UnitedHealthcare dual plan.1 
If you have these two cards, call us to find out if you qualify for our plan. Plans Include:

Up to $1,000 in credits to buy 
health-related items you may need.

$3,000 toward 
dental services.

Up to $1,000 in credits to place catalog 
orders for health products you may need.

Unlimited one-way 
rides every year.

1Based on national market share, as of 2019.
Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State 
Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.
Y0066_191120_105130_M CST29038_H7464-001-000

UHCCP.com/VAdual

Find out why more people with Medicaid 
and Medicare choose UnitedHealthcare.1

We’re ready to help. 1-855-813-4414, TTY 711

PUBLIC HEARING

Memorial to be dis-
played at Charles Hous-
ton Recreation Center
BY MARGO WAGNER

Alexandria City Council 
voted to accept a statue in 
honor of Earl Lloyd, the first 
Black man to play in the Na-
tional Basketball Association, 
on July 7. 

Lloyd grew up in Alex-
andria and graduated from 
Parker-Gray High School in 
1946. He went on to play bas-
ketball at West Virginia State 
University and then for the 
Washington Capitols. He also 
played for the Syracuse Na-
tionals and Detroit Pistons, 
becoming the first Black man 
to play on an NBA champion-

ship team. Lloyd died in 2015.
His wife, Charlita Lloyd, 

is donating the statue to be 
part of the African American 
Hall of Fame, located at the 
Charles Houston Recreation 
Center. The statue will be 
placed outside of the entrance 
to the basketball courts and 
is a duplicate of Lloyd’s Na-
ismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame statue.

“It is an extraordinary 
gift. I really think [the statue] 
would help a lot of young men 
and women to be inspired,” 
Councilor Del Pepper said. 

The statue is set to be un-
veiled on Oct. 31 on the 70th 
anniversary of Lloyd’s first 
NBA game.

-mwagner@alextimes.com 

Council accepts  
statue honoring  
Earl Francis Lloyd 

COURTESY PHOTO
The statue of Earl Lloyd is 9 feet long, 3 feet wide and 6 feet tall.  
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PUBLIC HEARING

Sales, real estate taxes 
remain steady
BY MARGO WAGNER

Alexandria City Coun-
cil received the monthly fi-
nancial report for May at its 
July 7 public hearing. The 
report showed a significant 
decrease in tran-
sient lodging and 
meals tax revenue, 
but the decrease in 
revenue was not as 
severe as staff had 
expected. 

“This is one 
of the first re-
ports that gives 
us a sense of what 
we are actually seeing with 
consumption-based revenue 
collection as we continue 
our fight against COVID-19,” 
Mayor Justin Wilson said. 

Kendel Taylor, the Alex-
andria director of finance, 
explained that this report 
reflects sales tax revenue 
from March and transient 
lodging and meals tax from 
April because of the lag in 
consumer tax reports. 

City staff expected to see 
a decline in revenue both be-
cause of the pandemic and 
the decision to offer a mor-
atorium on penalties and in-
terest for transient lodging, 
meals and emissions tax in 
early spring. 

However, despite the de-
crease in revenue for some 

categories, sales tax reve-
nue remained the same at 
approximately $2.5 million.

“Consumer spending has 
not been as abysmal as we 
thought it was going to be,” 
Taylor said. 

Taylor stated that econ-
omists are currently trying 

to determine how 
deep the econom-
ic decline is go-
ing to be and how 
long recovery will 
take. According 
to Taylor, Alexan-
dria was fortunate 
to begin the pan-
demic in a really 

strong place reve-
nue-wise. 

“That’s where the good 
news ends,” Taylor said.  

Meals tax revenue de-
creased from $2.2 million in 
2019 to $600,000 in 2020, 
and transient lodging tax 
revenue decreased from $1.3 
million in 2019 to under 
$100,000 in 2020. 

Fortunately, according to 
Taylor, home sales and real 
estate taxes did not change 
due to COVID-19 and the 
city is on par with last year’s 
numbers. 

Council plans to watch 
the monthly consumer re-
ports closely for the rest of 
the year and advocate for 
more financial support at 
the state and federal level.

-mwagner@alextimes.com 

City monthly 
financial report 
shows losses 

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in  
bringing you the news every week.  
Please show them your thanks by 

 patronizing their businesses.

KENDEL TAYLOR

Consumer spending has 
not been as abysmal as we 
thought it was going to be.”

– Kendel Taylor,
director of finance, Alexandria
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McLEAN

8548-A Georgetown Pike
McLean, VA

$6,995,000

Jonathan Taylor
+1 202 276 3344

ALEXANDRIA

9318 Ludgate Drive
Alexandria, VA

$1,299,000

Joanne Sawczuk
+1 703 328 5427

OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

109 Franklin Street
Alexandria, VA

$1,349,950

Vlad Dallenbach
+1 703 906 3236

Rosina del Monaco
+1 703 906 3200

LANGLEY

6470 Kedleston Court
McLean, VA

$3,950,000

Cynthia Steele Vance
+1 703 408 1810
Mark Lowham
+1 703 966 6949

ALEXANDRIA

1103 Finley Lane
Alexandria, VA

$2,999,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

WEST END

2425 L Street NW #240
Washington, DC

$1,850,000

Michael Rankin
+1 202 271 3344

PENTHOUSE UNIT IN HISTORIC
SWANN-DAINGERFIELD

706 Prince Street #4
Alexandria, VA

$1,000,000

Daniel MacDonald
+1 703 577 2742

Keith Mantel
+1 202 873 4553

ALEXANDRIA

1851 Potomac Greens Drive
Alexandria, VA

$1,195,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

ROBINSON LANDING

302 S Union Street
Alexandria, VA

$1,899,000

Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599

OLD TOWN

117 Prince Street
Alexandria, VA

$2,595,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183
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The pets-in-waiting are asking Santa for a home of their own this 
holiday.  Your donation sustains them while they wait.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Meet Leena, the happiest girl at the Shelter this summer.
 If you want her attention, she’ll be there, and  smiling,  

because she loves people.

At two years old, she’s a pretty grown-up pup, but does love 
 to play - she hopes that you do too. 

If you’d like to learn more or even schedule some time to meet Leena,  
virtually or in-person BY APPOINTMENT, you can find out more at 

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment. 

THANK YOU

~ Phoenix  ~ 

~ Midsummer Afternoon’s Delight ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

PUBLIC HEARING

Five-story, mixed-use 
building to be construct-
ed at Henry and Wythe 
BY MARGO WAGNER

Alexandria City Council 
voted to amend the Braddock 
Road Metro Station Neigh-
borhood Plan and rezone to 
allow for the construction 
of a five-story, mixed-use 
building at its July 7 public 
hearing. 

The site is on the corner 
of North Henry and Wythe 
streets, and the building will 
consist of 94 residential units, 
including seven affordable 
housing units. It will also in-
clude underground parking 
and ground-floor retail. Cur-
rently, the space is a surface 
parking lot and a warehouse 
for Alexandria Lighting Sup-
ply. Both planning commission 
and city staff recommended 
approval of the project. 

The project’s applicant 
is Avanti Holdings Group, a 
local developer led by native 
Alexandrian Teddy Kim. The 
group owns several commer-
cial properties in Alexandria’s 
Parker-Gray district and has 
been involved in several rede-
velopment projects designed 
to reinvigorate the area. 

At the hearing, sever-
al speakers, including six 
neighbors, signed up for the 
public testimony period to 
express their concerns about 
the project. 

Isabelle Zorro, who has 
lived next to the site since 
1994, expressed concern 
about the noise and the 
height of the building.

Ronald Carter, another 
neighbor, said surrounding 
property owners were not 
adequately informed about 
the project. He also ex-
pressed concern about build-
ing a five-story building in a 

historic neighborhood. 
“I am shocked, disap-

pointed and concerned that 
no consideration was made to 
the aesthetics of our historic 
neighborhood,” Carter said. 

The attorney for the ap-
plicant, Cathy Puskar, as-
sured city council that her 
client notified the neighbors 
within the required time 
and has been working with 
neighborhood groups. She 
also said that Kim is commit-
ted to keeping the communi-
ty’s interests at heart. 

Neighbor Jariel Rendell 
was supportive of the project 
but said the building did not 
include enough affordable 
housing. 

 “This is not an appro-
priate, sufficient affordable 
housing allocation given the 
times that we are in with the 
unprecedented unemploy-
ment,” Rendell said. 

Councilor Mo Seifeldein 
agreed that affordable hous-
ing is a concern of his but 
ended up voting to amend the 
plan and allow the building. 

Other concerns posed by 
the neighbors included traffic, 
privacy and construction vi-
brations damaging the foun-
dations of historic houses. 

Puskar answered the 
concerns by stating that the 

building is consistent with 
the Braddock Road Metro 
Station Neighborhood Plan 
and the building is in compli-
ance with the city’s require-
ments for affordable housing. 

“While I appreciate the 
neighbors saying they are 
not opposed development, 
requests to change the height 
and density of this building 
will render the project unvi-
able,” Puskar said. 

Additionally, Avanti Hold-
ings plans to donate money to 
the Housing Trust Fund, the 
Braddock Community Ameni-
ties Fund, the Braddock Open 
Space Fund and the City’s 
Capital Bike Share Fund to ad-
dress concerns about commu-
nity benefit. Puskar also said 
that adjacent property owners 
can receive a pre-construction 
assessment of their home in 
case there is damage to the 
home caused by vibrations 
from construction. 

After a lively discussion, 
city council voted unanimous-
ly to approve the measure.

“I really appreciate the 
input that was provided. I 
think it informed the final 
product and we really appre-
ciate the thoughtful engage-
ment that happened on this,” 
Mayor Justin Wilson said.

-mwagner@alextimes.com 

City council approves new 
Avanti Holdings project

COURTESY PHOTO
 The new building will be between 40 and 50 feet tall with 94 units 
and ground-floor retail. 
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Your Pets Are Part Of Our Family
We’re Here For Your 
Pets While You...
• Telework
• Return To The Office
• Travel
• And More.

Dog Walking      Pet Siting      Overnight Stays

@PassionatelyPets

Schedule a consultation today!
571-438-2323      PassionatelyPets.com

Port City Profile

Many people experience 
gradual hearing loss. It can 
happen so slowly that often 
people don't even notice 
they are hearing less. Many 
people lose the inability to 
discern high and low tones 
without realizing it.  

Loud music, earbuds 
and general city noise has 
contributed to increased 
hearing loss in all ages.

Plus, with everyone 
wearing masks now, people 
can no longer count on 
lip reading to help them 
participate in a conversation. 

As one ages, hearing 
loss can lead to accelerated 
memory loss, according to 
research from Johns Hopkins 
University. Specifically, 
researchers found that 
wearing a hearing aid could 
help delay dementia.

There is no need to risk 
an earlier onset of dementia 
or miss another word of 
a conversation. Make an 
appointment today at 

Cosmetic Hearing Solutions 
and get fast solutions, 
often immediately, that can 
change your life. 

Name: Cosmetic Hearing 
Solutions

Location: 424 S. Washington 
St.

Neighborhood: Old Town
Owner: Mark Gustina
Year opened: 2010
Type of business: Audiology: 

hearing testing and  
hearing loss correction

Contact: 571-312-7345
email: Mark@cosmetichear-

ingsolutions.com
Website: cosmetichearingso-

lutions.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Mark Gustina, MS CCC-A, 
Audiologist.

While some people have 
been advocating for a name 
change for years, there was 
an outpouring of support for 
the change in the aftermath 
of the killing of George Floyd, 
a Black man who was killed by 
a white police officer in Min-
neapolis on May 25. Floyd’s 
death initiated a nationwide 
cry for racial equity, and as 
a result, symbols tied to rac-
ism and slavery are being re-
moved across the country.

In Alexandria, the appro-
priateness of the Confeder-
ate statue Appomattox, and 
its placement in the middle 
of Washington Street, were 
debated for years before the 
statue was removed on June 
2 by its owners, the United 
Daughters of the Confedera-
cy. In the greater D.C. area, 
the Washington Redskins 
announced just this week 
that the team would retire 
the Redskins name and mas-
cot because of its portrayal of 
Native Americans. 

Changing the name of 
Alexandria’s only public 
high school may involve a 
longer process.

The school board’s res-
olution directs Superinten-
dent Dr. Gregory Hutchings, 
Ed.D., to initiate the commu-
nity engagement process to 
explore renaming the high 
school. Hutchings will report 
back to the school board with 
the scope and design of the 
community engagement pro-
cess on Aug. 27, and the ini-
tiative will begin in the fall.

While the resolution sets 
in motion a process, it does 
not commit the board to re-
name the high school when 
Hutchings presents his rec-
ommendation to the school 
board by spring 2021. 

All school board members 
expressed support for initiat-
ing the process. 

“These are just not easy 
times,” Board member Mea-
gan Alderton said. “Every-
body on this board and on 
this panel – I think I can say 

everybody – understands and 
knows and does not want the 
name of a segregationist and 
a racist on a building and a 
public property.”

However, several board 
members acknowledged that 
they’ve received criticism for 
the project’s lengthy timeline. 

Board member Ramee 
Gentry said the timeline was 
designed to allow for adequate 
community engagement.

“I understand the mem-
bers of the community that 
sometimes get frustrated 
with the pace of change, just 
please know this is a reality,” 
Gentry said. “It’s a reality of 
democracy, it’s a reality of 
being an elected body that 
actually does value public 
engagement and transparen-
cy in our process, and that is 
part of what happens.”

Hutchings added that the 
coronavirus pandemic had 
an impact on the timeline. 

“I’m trying to prevents us 
from making a commitment 
that, because of unforeseen 
circumstances, we’re not 
able to live up to that ex-
pectation,” Hutchings said. 
“We wanted to give ourselves 
some wiggle room because 
we don’t know what’s going 
to happen in the fall.”

Still, some members of 
the board expressed support 
for expediting the process, 
most vocally board member 
Jacinta Greene.

“I do think that this pro-
cess can be done faster, if it’s 
truly what we want to do and 
what we believe in,” Greene 
said. “I’m all for getting our 
students back to school and 

making that happen with 
whatever plan we decided to 
take, but from that point, we 
should be focused on some-
thing as important as this: 
getting a segregationist’s 
name off our high school.”

Other board members 
echoed Hutchings’ sentiment 
that responding to the pan-
demic and preparing for the 
2020-2021 school year should 
be ACPS’ priority. The reso-
lution gives Hutchings un-
til Aug. 27 to even begin the 
engagement process so that 
ACPS leadership can focus on 
planning for the start of the 
school year. 

“I think we need to pro-
vide the superintendent and 
the school division the head 
space to be laser-focused 
right now on how to open 
schools in the fall,” Vice Chair 
Veronica Nolan said. “Literal-
ly every moment this summer 
has got to be devoted to what 
are we going to do to academ-
ically remediate students who 
have been without instruc-
tion for six months.”

In order to add some flexi-
bility to the timeline, the board 
elected to change the language 
requiring Hutchings to pres-
ent findings “in” the spring of 
2021 to “by” the spring of 2021, 
in case the process can be com-
pleted at a faster pace. 

Once Hutchings presents 
his recommendation to the 
board, there will be a public 
hearing on the topic. From 
there, the school board will 
have another meeting in which 
it will be able to take action on 
a potential name change.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

RENAMING FROM | 1
“I understand the members of the 
community that sometimes get 
frustrated with the pace of change, 

just please know this is a reality. It’s a 
reality of democracy, it’s a reality of being 
an elected body that actually does value 
public engagement and transparency in our 
process, and that is part of what happens.”

– Ramee Gentry,
school board member
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%70off
*10K gold unless otherwise specified.

ALL Fine Gold, Silver,  
Diamond & Gemstone  

JEWELRY*

STORE CLOSING
WE ARE OPEN AND TAKING EVERY PRECAUTION

ALL Outdoor 
Grills & Patio

ALL  
Bed & Bath

NEW DISCOUNTS STOREWIDE

%50off
%30off

ALL Craftsman Tools, 
Craftsman Mechanic’s 
Tools & Tool Storage

ALL Men’s & Women’s  
Fashion Clothing

%25
to

%30
to

%30off
%40off

DISCOUNTS AT THIS STORE ONLY:

ALEXANDRIA
LANDMARK MALL 

5901 Duke St.

SHOP NOW FOR BEST SELECTION!
ALL SALES FINAL, NO REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES. OPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, 

MASTERCARD, DISCOVER AND SEARS CARD. WE ACCEPT SEARS GIFT CARDS. DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO 
PREPAID GIFT CARDS AND PHONE CARDS. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. THIS STORE IS NOT 

PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT SEARS CIRCULARS. THIS EVENT EXCLUDES ELECTROLUX AND TEMPUR-PEDIC. 

Now Hiring, Full & Part Time Seasonal Help,  
apply in store or online @ https://jobs.sears.com

General assembly pass-
es gun control, traffic 
safety bills
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Several new laws passed 
during the Virginia Gener-
al Assembly’s 2020 session 
went into effect on July 1. 

This is the first time in 
several years that there has 
been a Democratic majori-
ty in both the Virginia State 
Senate and House of Dele-
gates. The shift contributed 
to the passage of several bills 
that the City of Alexandria 
has unsuccessfully support-
ed in past years. 

“The changes in the legis-
lature leading up to this past 
session really changed the 
environment there,” Sarah 
Taylor, Alexandria’s legis-
lative director, said. “It was 
really a leap in the number 
of issues that the city had 
perennially supported that 
all of a sudden were doable 
in this new general assembly 
environment.”

Some new laws have al-
ready sparked a buzz in the 
community, including bills 
that allow localities to remove 
war memorials and regulate 
firearms in public spaces. 
With these new capabilities, 
the City of Alexandria has 
already banned firearms and 
ammunition on city property 
and helped facilitate the re-
moval of Appomattox, a Con-
federate war memorial, from 
the intersection of Washing-
ton and Prince streets. 

There are several other 
laws now in effect that will 
impact Alexandria residents. 

Gun control
In addition to the bill re-

garding firearms in public 
spaces, several other gun re-
form bills were passed during 
the 2020 session. 

Under the new laws, back-
ground checks are required 
on all firearm sales in Vir-
ginia, including sales at gun 
shows; Virginians can pur-
chase only one handgun per 
month; gun owners are re-
quired to report lost or stolen 
firearms to law enforcement 
within 48 hours; and the 
penalty is increased for reck-
lessly leaving firearms in the 
presence of children. 

In addition, the assembly 
voted to establish an Extreme 
Risk Protective Order, which 
creates a legal mechanism for 
law enforcement to tempo-
rarily prohibit someone from 
possessing a firearm if they 
are deemed to present a dan-
ger to themselves or others. 

“Basically, if someone is in 
a situation where they know 
a loved one or a friend is in 
a mental health crisis, and 
they believe they have access 
to firearms, they call the law 
enforcement agency,” Bryan 
Porter, Alexandria’s common-
wealth’s attorney, said. “Law 
enforcement can intervene 
and get firearms out of the 
hands of someone suffering a 
mental health crisis to prevent 
a tragedy.”

The law enforcement 
agency would conduct an in-
vestigation, and if the mag-
istrate finds probable cause 
to issue the risk order, the 
person will be temporarily 
prohibited from possessing a 
firearm for 14 days. At the end 
of the 14 days, there is a pro-
cess by which the government 
can make the prohibition per-
manent for up to six months.

Marijuana decriminal-
ization 

As of July 1, simple mari-
juana possession in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia is no 

New state laws 
go into effect

SEE STATE LAWS | 27
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Nestled among tree-lined streets in the heart of 
Alexandria, Hermitage Northern Virginia has 
been welcoming residents home for more than 

50 years. Our cozy studios and spacious one 
and two-bedroom homes offer multiple floor 

plans to fit every lifestyle and budget. Whether 
you live independently or require assisted living 

or health care services, we encourage you to 
experience every day surrounded by an active 

community of friends and neighbors.

ENRICHING 
LIFE’S JOURNEY

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311   
P: 703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING   

ASSISTED LIVING 

HEALTH CARE

SHORT-TERM RESPITE

COVID-19 hospitalizations 
– 1,052 as of Wednesday – 
was the highest it’s been 
since June 14, when it was 
1,072, according to the Vir-
ginia Hospital & Healthcare 
Association. The number 
of currently hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients, either 
confirmed or pending, is 
even higher: 1,081 as of 
Wednesday.

The state also experienced 
a slight surge of COVID-19 
hospitalizations following 
Memorial Day weekend.

On May 22, the Friday at 
the start of Memorial Day 
weekend, there were 1,459 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
in Virginia, according to 
VHHA. That number rose to 
1,524 by May 29, the Friday 
after the holiday weekend, 
but had fallen to 1,371 by 
June 1, a week after Memorial 
Day itself, a drop of 6% since 
before the holiday weekend. 

COVID-19 hospitaliza-

tions in Virginia then re-
sumed their steady decline, 
dropping to 783 on July 6, 
their lowest point on the 
VHHA website, which only 
shows data since April 27. 

The case spike surround-
ing the Fourth of July holi-
day weekend does not seem 
to be corresponding to that 
of Memorial Day. On Friday 
July 3 there were 818 current 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
in Virginia. By Monday July 
13, exactly one week after 
the end of the Fourth of July 
weekend, COVID-19 hospi-
talizations had risen to 1,129, 
an increase of 38% since the 
holiday weekend began.

It is difficult to extrapo-
late this data to Alexandria, 
since neither the Virginia 
Department of Health nor 
VHHA websites provide 
current hospitalization 
data by locality. The VDH 
website lists 253 hospital-
izations for Alexandria, but 
that number is cumulative, 
not current.

VDH does have a chart 
that lists the number of Al-
exandrians admitted to the 
hospital on any given date, 
but it does not provide infor-
mation on how many remain 
hospitalized. That chart 
shows a slight recent increase 
in daily hospital admissions  
for Alexandria since the start 
of the July 4 weekend.

The VDH website also 
includes the following dis-
claimer: “Hospitalization 
status at time case was in-
vestigated by VDH. This 
underrepresents the total 
number of hospitalizations 
in Virginia.” This under-
representation in hospital-
ization numbers would also 
apply to Alexandria.

As with caseload numbers, 
Virginia’s COVID-19 hospital-
izations fall in between those 
that are surging in North Car-
olina and dropping in Mary-
land – though Virginia’s are 
closer to their neighbor to the 
south than to the north.

Between June 15 and 

July 15, current COVID-19 
hospitalizations in North 
Carolina rose from 797 
to 1,142, an increase of 
43%. In Maryland, current 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 

declined from 745 to 447, a 
40% decrease. In Virginia, 
they climbed from 902 on 
June 15 to 1,081 on July 15, 
a spike of 20%.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

COVID-19 FROM | 1
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Table 1

May 1 1,491

May 11 1,568.6

May 21 1,509.4

May 31 1,456.1

June 10 1,189.3

June 20 900.1

June 30 847

July 10 888.3

July 15 1,052

Virginia COVID-19  
Hospitalizations

The line represents the 7-day moving average of current hospitaliza-
tions and includes both confirmed and pending COVID-19 cases.

GRAPH/LYVI SIEGDATA/VIRGINIA HOSPITAL & HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATION
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BY DIANA REYNOSO

Excessive heat has 
caused more deaths than 
all other weather events, 
including floods. A heat 
wave is a prolonged period 
of excessive heat, generally 
10 degrees or more above 
average, often combined 
with excessive humidity. 
Hot weather is dangerous, 
and seniors are particularly 
prone to its threat. 

Elderly heat stroke and 
heat exhaustion are real 
problems. There are several 
reasons for elderly heat vul-
nerability. People’s ability 
to notice changes in their 

body temperature decreas-
es with age. Many seniors 
also have underlying health 
conditions that make them 
less able to adapt to heat. 
Furthermore, many medi-
cines that seniors take can 
contribute to dehydration. 
Fortunately a few simple 
precautions are all that’s 
needed to keep safe. Below 
are a few tips to stay cool. 

Drink plenty of liquids 
Dehydration is the root 

of many heat related health 
problems. Drink plenty of 
water or juice, even if you’re 
not thirsty. But remember to 
avoid alcoholic or caffeinated 

drinks, as they can actually 
contribute to dehydration. 

Wear appropriate 
clothes

When it’s hot out, wear 
light-colored, lightweight, 
loose-fitting clothes and a 
wide-brimmed hat. 

  
Stay indoors during the 
mid-day

During periods of ex-
treme heat, the best time to 
run errands or be outdoors is 
before 10 a.m. or after 6 p.m., 
when the temperature tends 
to be cooler. 

Know the warning signs 

of heat-related illness 
Dizziness, nausea, head-

ache, rapid heartbeat, chest 
pain, fainting and breathing 
problems are all warning 
signs. Seek help immediate-
ly if you experience any of 
these symptoms.  

Seek air-conditioned 
environments 

Seniors whose houses ar-
en’t air-conditioned should 
consider finding an air-con-
ditioned place to spend time 
during extreme heat. Seniors 
without convenient access 
to any air-conditioned place 
might consider a cool bath or 
shower. 

If you are a City of Alex-
andria resident, you might 
be eligible to receive a fan or 
air conditioner. You must be 
60 years of age or older and 
meet certain income guide-
lines. To see if you qualify, 
contact the Division of Ag-
ing and Adult Services at 
703-746-5999.

The writer is an aging 
specialist with the Division of 

Aging and Adult Services in 
the Department of Community 

and Human Services. 

BETTER AGE
with

INSIDE:
Navigating COVID-19 
when you are 65+
Pg. 13

DIANA 
REYNOSO

Tips on staying cool during the  
summer heat

FILE PHOTO
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Take Advantage of Our Special Offer
Become a member by September 30th and we’ll 

waive your first three months of fees!
 

Call 703.214.6234 today to learn more!

If you were asked five years ago what 
you envisioned your life would be like in 
2020, we doubt that ‘quarantined during 
a pandemic’ was on your list. 

Goodwin House at Home helps you 
navigate life challenges and health 
needs so you continue to live fully and 
safely in your home. Our continuing care 
at home program is for adults ages 55+. 
Members benefit from a wealth of 
services and amenities, delivered 
right in their own homes.

Members Benefits:
•  Wellness Activities
•  Educational Seminars
•  Fun & Engaging Social Events
•  Annual Health Review
•  Home Safety Assessments
•  Flexible Financial Plans
•  Personal Care Coordination
•  Assured Quality of Care
•  24/7 Members-Only Hotline
•  Peace of Mind in the Comfort
    of Home

Your Future is in Your Hands

goodwinhouse.org
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SENIORS

Now more than ever,

community  
 matters.

There’s comfort in being part of a strong community 
like Ashby Ponds and Greenspring, the area’s most 
popular senior living communities. We’re managed 
by Erickson Living,® a leader in senior living and health 
care. Despite social distancing, our residents never 
lacked care and connection.

Learn more. Call 1-800-746-1459 or visit  
RetirementVirginia.com for your free brochure.

“ We were well cared for during this  
crisis with meals, mail, and essentials  
delivered right to our doors.”

–Mike B., a community resident

14
16
89
42

BY LINDSAY HUTTER

Francis Collins, the Direc-
tor of the National Institutes 
of Health, recently said “We 
may be done with COVID-19, 
but COVID-19 is not done 
with us.”

Sadly, that’s true. How-
ever, older adults have many 
opportunities to make the 
most of this time for them-
selves and others.

Let’s start with the ti-
tle of this column. It is not 
“Surviving COVID-19:” it 
is “Navigating COVID-19.” 
That’s intentional. 

Older adults have weath-
ered societal risks and chal-
lenges beyond the current 
pandemic. Nonagenarians, 
like my mother, grew up 
during the Great Depres-
sion and lived their teenage 
years and early 20s during 

World War II. The Great De-
pression lasted from Oct. 
29, 1929 to 1941. World War 
II, for America, started in 
December 1941 and con-
cluded in September 1945.

Let’s put the pandemic in 
context. Yes, it is hard and 
many lives and jobs have 
been lost to it. But treat-
ments for COVID-19 have 
improved dramatically since 

Navigating COVID-19 when you are 65+

LINDSAY  
HUTTER

SEE NAVIGATING | 14
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Falcons Landing is home to some of the bravest men and 

women who have honorably served and shaped our country. 

They are leaders, thinkers and active community volunteers. 

They are our family, and in this time of adversity, we are 

here continuing strong with our mission to not only keep our 

residents safe, but to value, support and enhance their lives. 

Our dedicated staff is committed to providing the services our 

residents deserve at the highest level possible. We are doing 

everything in our power to protect their health and to support 

them during this COVID-19 public health emergency.

Call (703) 260-8504 or visit www.FalconsLanding.org 

to learn more about our community.

WE ARE STRONGER

united

20522 Falcons Landing Circle, Potomac Falls, VA 20165               Falcons Landing is proud to be a non-profit Life Plan Community.

March, and vaccine break-
throughs appear on the 
horizon for later this year 
or early 2021. Some experts 
project that by spring 2021, 
vaccines will be in wide-
spread distribution.

So what do we do with the 
time between now and wide-
spread vaccination to sup-
port our older adults in nav-
igating COVID-19 and living 
fulfilling lives?

We do what we’ve always 
done. We come together, 
and we face it together. We 
set aside our differences and 
support one another, espe-
cially vulnerable populations, 
including older adults. But 
older adults can also support 
younger populations by shar-
ing their wisdom. 

If you’re 65 or older, ask 
those around you to sport 
a mask and keep physically 
distant. They do not need to 

be socially distant: Letters, 
calls and video chats are all 
welcome.

If you’re 65 or older, you 
have the authority to ask 
younger folks if they want it 
on their conscience to be su-
per-spreaders of COVID-19. 
There is no time like the 
present to draw on life les-
sons from the Great Depres-
sion, World War II and the 
civil rights movement to help 
teach young people about 

acting for the common good.
Adults who are 65 and 

older also have the power to 
encourage. Encouraging is a 
choice, and even a simple ges-
ture can make someone’s day. 

For example, Dottie Mos-
er, a soon to be nonagenarian 
at Goodwin House Bailey’s 
Crossroads, spreads encour-
agement by sending humor-
ous emails and quotes to the 
staff and residents there. 

At Goodwin House In-

corporated, we’re spending 
considerable time providing 
guidance for older adults in 
advance of possible COVID-19 
surges in the fall and winter. 
From leading group buys of 
personal protective equip-
ment to establishing online 
resources, we are maintain-
ing a strong defense and pre-
paring for more surges. Visit 
goodwinhouse.org/covid-19/ 
to learn about our efforts and 
view our resources for older 

adults during the pandemic.
When it comes to navigat-

ing COVID-19, there is plenty 
of guidance. What’s need-
ed is the voice of experience 
and earned authority. That 
voice should come from our 
elders, who have wisdom to 
share from their experience 
navigating past challenges 
together and successfully. 

Seniors: We need your ex-
perience, fortitude and sense 
of the common good. Teach 
us. Challenge us. Call us to 
our noblest selves.

The writer is chief strategy 
and marketing officer of 

Goodwin House Incorporated. 
She is also the daughter of 

Wanda and Gene Hutter. 
Wanda moved to Goodwin 

House Alexandria at the 
age of 95 after Gene passed 
away on Oct. 28, 2019. She 

continues to inspire those 
around her with her hard-
earned indomitable spirit.

SENIORS
We do what we’ve always done. We come 
together, and we face it together. We set 

aside our differences and support one another, 
especially vulnerable populations, including 
older adults. But older adults can also support 
younger populations by sharing their wisdom.”

– Lindsay Hutter,
cheif strategy and marketing officer, Goodwin House

NAVIGATING FROM | 13
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r e i m a g i n e  p o s s i b l e.

PROJECTED
OPENING
2023

DISCOVER LUXURY OF A DIFFERENT KINDDISCOVER LUXURY OF A DIFFERENT KIND

7/20 PB AT

(703) 348.3752  |  themathertysons.com

Virtual Information Seminar Tuesday, July 28, 10:00 a.m. ET. To join online or by phone, RSVP to info@themathertysons.com or call us.

Now more than ever is the time to look forward. 
Introducing � e Mather in Tysons, Virginia— 
a forward-thinking destination for those 62 and better. 

Forget what you thought you knew about senior living. 
Inquire today. 

20MAT032_Tysons_Print_Ads_Arlington_Poodle.indd   1 7/9/20   2:01 PM
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Weekly Words

MEASURABLE IMPACT by Ross Trudeau, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Broom ___ (comics witch)
6. Taj Mahal site
10. Septet minus four
14. Bit of floury language?
18. Loathing
19. Bridal boutique fixture
21. Heavenly ring
22. Has a broad impact, or affects 

a seismometer?
24. Domesticated
25. Is humbled
26. "Smooth Operator" singer
27. Took a video of
28. Wrestler Flair
29. "Have it your way!"
30. "A Streetcar Named Desire" 

shout
32. Yoga pose
36. Exceeds one's previous 

depravity, or affects a depth 
gauge?

40. Spread, as fingers
41. It sells, they say
42. Cry like a kitten
43. Kingdom
44. With 70-Across, shrunken 

Asian waters
45. Super ___ (campaign funder)
46. Gravy container
48. Heavyweight's wins, briefly
50. Wee boy

51. Loses control, or affects a 
Geiger counter?

54. Apt nickname for a cook?
55. Lines in a sun drawing
56. Quaint lodging
57. The Jazz, on a scoreboard
58. Objectivist Rand
59. Founder of Taoism
61. Suddenly takes major action, 

or affects a speedometer?
67. Trust
68. Name
69. Spice Girl B or C
70. See 44-Across
72. House, in Tijuana
75. Blood-typing initials
76. Tires, or affects a fuel gauge?
79. Ctrl-___-Del
80. Now-silent character on "The 

Simpsons"
81. Didn't go bad
82. Alternatives to fans, for short
83. Ill-considered
84. Drenches
86. Cartographer's outputs
88. ___Kosh B'gosh
89. Specialty
90. Adds pressure, or affects a 

temperature gauge?
94. Awards such as Best Female 

Athlete
95. Unrefined
96. Carefree jaunt

97. Jane Pauley's channel
99. "Survival of the fittest" natu-

ralist
101. Idina's "Frozen" role
102. Checker's move?
107. Poker words
108. Making noticeable progress, 

or a theme hint
111. Call at home when one isn't 

out?
112. Canonized Norwegian king
113. Moves, to a Realtor
114. Tool sets
115. A Brady boy
116. Long-running crime drama
117. Unbalances

DOWN
1. Watering can filler
2. Brainstorming success
3. Dryer fluff
4. Milk ___ (chewy candies)
5. "Vamoose!"
6. Type of committee
7. Expand
8. Word before room or hall
9. Invites out of the cold, say
10. Skilled guy
11. Party with electronic music
12. What cake toppers do?
13. Greenlights
14. "Want to?"
15. Autobiography about female 

education activism in Paki-
stan

16. Run away
17. Mary ___ Lincoln
20. Actress Hilary
23. ___ Lanka
24. Bathroom floor workers
27. Wetland
29. Repair
30. Piglet's mother
31. Ramble on and on
32. Popular Japanese beer
33. Unleashed, as a trap
34. "Sadly, it isn't"
35. Simba's love
36. The Amish, for one
37. Vietnamese holiday
38. Skin Advisor company
39. Iraq War threats, for short
41. Pay raises
45. Cat door, e.g.
46. ___ II Men
47. Took responsibility
49. Beginnings
52. Artist's inspiration
53. Harshly condemn
54. Took a load off
55. King, in Latin
59. Arcing tennis shots
60. Grain tower
62. Obama ___ (2009-17)
63. Losing row for X
64. Little litter member

65. Irving character in a 1982 film
66. Like pizza dough
71. 91-Down contents, perhaps
72. Throw out a fishing line
73. Jesus of baseball
74. Intergalactic PC game
76. Scalping, like tickets
77. Brewery kiln
78. Picked 'dos
80. Lash out at
81. Metric speed meas.
85. Beyonce's maiden name
87. Enjoyed fajitas, say
88. Tree that symbolizes strength
89. Intensifies, like anger
91. Big vase
92. ___ a clue (is lost)
93. Dragon-riding fantasy hero
97. Recipe writers, often
98. Jerry's partner
99. Frisbee, e.g.
100. Three-syllable berry
101. Name hidden in "Genevieve"
102. Pad see ew cuisine
103. Wall calendar line
104. Run in neutral
105. Sign near a school
106. Julia's "Ocean's Eleven" role
108. Flavor enhancer letters
109. Sculler's stick
110. Dr. Mom's treatment, maybe

GLADYS CHEEK (89), of Alexandria, July 6, 2020

DOROTHY CHRISTENSEN (79), of Alexandria, July 9, 2020

FREDERICK CLINTON (92), of Alexandria, July 9, 2020

PAUL CROWLEY (90), formerly of Alexandria, July 5, 2020

KATHLEEN MCROBERTS (74), of Alexandria, April 30, 2020

DEATH NOTICES



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JULY 16, 2020 | 17 

Donna Lee Gallo finds 
beauty in broken, dis-
carded objects
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The saying, “One per-
son’s trash is another per-
son’s treasure,” is abundant-
ly clear in local artist Donna 
Lee Gallo’s work.

Her “found object” art, 
which has been shown at the 
Del Ray Artisans’ Gallery, 
The Art League and Palette 
22 in Arlington, brings digni-
ty and beauty to the battered, 
broken things that have been 
left by the wayside.

“A lot of the stuff that I 
use has been cast away by 
other people and for some 
reason that draws me to take 
it in and make it nice and 
give it a place. It doesn’t mat-
ter that they’re not human,” 
Gallo said.

Although she’s lived in 
Alexandria and the D.C. area 
for the past 15 years, Gal-
lo still calls New York City 
home. She was born and 
raised in the Bronx, on the 
Yankees, Al Pacino and the 
vibrant arts culture of the 
city that never sleeps.

Growing up, Gallo was 
surrounded by the arts. Her 
mother and father encour-
aged her almost preternat-
ural attraction to creative 
expression. Music was a 
constant companion in her 
house, whether it was com-
ing from the record player or 
her father’s Saturday night 
jam sessions with his friends.

Gallo and her father were 

like “two peas in a pod,” she 
said. He would wake her up 
in the middle of the night to 
show her a movie on T.V. or 
listen to her favorite albums 
with her and play along on 
the guitar.

From an early age, Gallo 
displayed a fascination with 
lost and destroyed objects.

“Even when I was very lit-
tle, I was always very inter-
ested in the things that were 
outside, things that were de-
structed,” Gallo said. “I don’t 
know why, but I loved that 
kind of stuff. I remember be-
ing with my dad and walking 
around somewhere and there 
was a house that must’ve 
been on fire or something, 
and I was so excited.”

Gallo knew she wanted 
to go into the arts – even 
though her mother want-
ed her to pursue something 
more practical – and ended 
up getting a one-year schol-
arship to go to St. Thomas 
Aquinas College in Sparkill, 
New York. After the year 
was up, she transferred to 
the School of Visual Arts in 
Manhattan.

Gallo used charcoal in 
most of her early work, and 
even as she learned new 
styles and skills, her work 
resisted a tendency toward 
realism. Even now, with her 
found object work, Gallo’s 
pieces abstract emotions and 
ideas in a way that prompts 
the viewer to find meaning.

“There’s a meaning be-
hind everything I do, but you 
would never know what it is 

because it’s not in a realistic 
look,” Gallo said. “But I never 
do an art piece just to do it. 
It’s always something in my 
mind and it comes out in an 
artistic way.”

After art school, Gallo 
worked as a graphic designer 
and art director at a number 
of different agencies in New 
York City. When an art direc-
tor position opened up at the 
University of Maryland, Gal-
lo applied and eventually got 
the position.

“You get tired of doing 
the same thing, and I love 
taking classes,” Gallo said. 
“The University of Maryland 
was looking for an art direc-
tor and I said, ‘Maybe the 
classes are good there.’” 

Once she moved to the 
DMV, Gallo started to more 
fully explore her “found ob-
ject” art style. 

Rusted nails pulled from 
construction sites, drift-
wood dragged out of the Po-
tomac and pages torn from 

forgotten, sometimes cen-
turies-old books all become 
pieces of Gallo’s collage-like 
works of art. 

“At the library, they sell 
really old books. They’re 
falling apart and no one can 
read them,” Gallo said. “I’ll 
actually buy them and do-
nate to the library so that I 
can take them apart because 
I love to use anything old 
and not have it go to waste. 

TimesLivinq

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Donna Lee Gallo's "found object" pieces are assemblages of various items Gallo has found around 
the city or in her travels.

CITY CREATIVES

Lost & found

SEE GALLO | 18
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Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

We salute our 
amazing volunteers. 

Over the past four 
months, you’ve 

helped our Alexandria 
neighbors ages 55+ 

when they’ve needed 
it the most.

703-231-0824 
www.athomeinalexandria.org

Summer AC Inspection 
$89.95 

one system only

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only.
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Celebrating 40 Years in Alexandria

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

CITY CREATIVES: DONNA GALLO

… If I can use them in art, I 
feel like, to me, I’m passing 
on that book.”

By rescuing these objects, 
Gallo constructs memorials 
to the forgotten and shrines 
to the battered and broken. 

As a student of art histo-
ry, Gallo said she marvels at 
art’s ability to bring the past 
into the present and connect 

people from across genera-
tions and nations through a 
single physical object.

“It opens up the world to 
you because all these people 
who were doing this artwork, 
depending on how they're 
feeling or what they’re liv-
ing through, in all different 
countries and peoples that 
do it, to me, it’s history,” Gal-
lo said. “It’s all history.”

Gallo’s ramshackle, im-

provisatory process mirrors 
her work. She starts with 
little more than an idea 
or emotion that she hones 
piece by piece, moment by 
moment.

While working on a piece, 
Gallo gives her art her full 
attention. She said she often 
loses track of time; she’ll look 
up from her work and see her 
once tidy kitchen table strewn 
with all kinds of detritus that 
didn’t make the cut.

“I can’t sleep well at night, 
or if I don’t feel well, that’s 
what I’ll do,” Gallo said. “I’ll 
just start and think, ‘Well, I 
probably won’t be able to do 
anything.’ Boom. As soon as 
I start, it just goes.”

Lately, Gallo’s work has 
changed, but not of her own 
volition.

On Oct. 26, 2018, doctors 
at Walter Reed Medical Cen-
ter informed Gallo that she 
had a brain tumor. 

Since the prognosis, Gal-
lo’s life has been defined 
by pain. In addition, she’s 
gone deaf in one ear, and her 

GALLO FROM | 17

SEE GALLO | 19

PHOTOS/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Top: Gallo said she becomes focused entirely on the piece at hand 
while she's at work.
Bottom: Foliage and flowers, usually dried and flattened in the 
pages of a book, are a constant presence in Gallo's work.
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memory has deteriorated.
Gallo has tried to “tough it 

out,” she said. She dedicated 
herself even more to her work 
and found that the tumor 
and her feelings surrounding 
it have impacted her work in 
unexpected ways.

Gallo’s work is suddenly 
more urgent, and she’s trying 
new things, like bright colors.

“Now I’m just doing things 
that I’ve never done before or 
that I’ve wanted to do before,” 
Gallo said. “Now there’s no 
wait ‘til later. I don’t believe 
in waiting anymore.”

“I’ve been using a lot of 
color lately – usually I didn’t 
use color – because I just felt 
like, just in case something 
happens, I want to use all 
colors that I haven’t used or 
do things I haven’t done,” 
Gallo continued.

The mental, emotion-
al and physical experience 
of going through radiation 

treatment and reckoning 
with her own mortality have 
led to some of Gallo’s most 
significant critical success.

One of her found ob-
ject pieces – “Fui, saro, non 
sono,” or “I was, I will be, I 
am not” – drew attention at 
local gallery showings and 
even earned several awards. 
It centers a scattered col-
lection of natural objects 
around an illustration of 
a head crowned by a rust-
ed chain. The scene is ab-
stract but symbolically clear 
enough to convey the burden 
Gallo has felt over the past 
few years.

One of Gallo’s more well-
known pieces was an instal-
lation at the Torpedo Facto-
ry, created in collaboration 
with Pamela Underhill, that 
featured several healing 
sticks. Gallo first learned 
about healing sticks, objects 
found among various Native 
American tribes, at an art 
class in college. 

“When somebody died, 
someone they loved or 
someone that was a warrior, 
they would use a branch of 
a tree,” Gallo said. “And, 
of course, they would [put] 
bones or blood on the edge 
of it, they would hang their 
clothes or wrap their things 
and have these things called 
healing sticks. This way, 
when they wanted to re-
member them, they healed 
themselves by looking at 
these branches.”

The branches are a sym-
bolic balm in times of grief 
or pain. Gallo sends them 
to friends and family when 
she knows they are going 
through something difficult.

“Even if some 2-year-old 
boy got excited because I had 
branches with stuff on it, 
how could you not get happy 
about that?” Gallo said. “… 
That’s what I think a lot of 
art should be. Besides teach-
ing you stuff or using envi-
ronmental stuff, just to make 

someone happy and smile 
and not be negative, I just 
think art’s so important.”

Like the pages of those 
discarded library books, Gal-
lo’s work will live on and keep 
her connected to her loved 
ones and those who matter 
to her. To Gallo, art isn’t just 

an outlet for expression; it’s 
a refuge. 

“I just feel alive, just in-
credible, being around art. 
Even just walking into a 
museum, anything, just the 
hush, to me it feels like I’m in 
my place,” Gallo said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Fabulous 
Feather

Feather is 
hoping to find 

her forever 
home where she 

can be the one 
and only kitty. 

She will make 
her forever 

family feel so 
loved! 

Due to COVID-19 we are only doing 
adoptions by appointment. For more 
information contact King Street Cats: 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.
Visit us at www.kingstreetcats.org

CITY CREATIVES: DONNA GALLO
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PHOTOS/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Left: Although Gallo's pieces are often ambiguous enough to allow for different interpretations, "Fui, saro, non sono" was specifically meant to evoke the burden Gallo feels 
because of her brain tumor and treatment.
Right: Gallo has shown her "found object" pieces at the Art League gallery, Torpedo Factory and Del Ray Artisans Gallery.
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Part 1 of 2
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

While hunkering down, 
trying to stay out of the path 
of the novel coronavirus, 
some of us got lost in a maze 
of puzzles, livestreaming or 
Netflix binging. 

No doubt, we found our-
selves gazing at our living 
spaces in a new light. Living 
somewhere 24/7, we began to 
examine every stitch of fur-
niture and the art, or lack of, 
on the walls. What do we love? 
What do we hate? What can 
we change? 

Some are fighting bore-
dom with change, grabbing a 
paintbrush and dipping into a 
different color. Others are re-
imagining a room or install-
ing some shelves. Who even 

knew you could DIY?
The truth is, even a small 

improvement or decorative 
purchase for the home can 
make you deliriously happy 
these days. Here are some 
ideas, a random mix of what 
you can tackle. 

Working from home
Now that many of us have 

embraced working remotely, 
we actually may not miss the 
commute. But we know what 
we're missing if we've creat-
ed a makeshift workspace. 
Whether or not you create a 
dedicated home office, some 
tips are welcome. 

New York Designer Daun 
Curry says that we need to 
consider comfort, function 
and livability in order to cre-
ate a workspace tailored to 

our needs. Simple furniture 
is best, but you don't have to 
sacrifice style. The size of a 
desk or work table really de-
termines the time spent or-
ganizing or rifling through 
documents and work accou-
trements, she said. 

“All should be easy to 
find and within reach,” Cur-
ry said. “Think of your work 
station as a chef's mise en 
place: a place for everything, 
and everything in its place. 
Whether you're a minimal-
ist or maximalist, find what 
works best for your process 
– jars, binders, trays, boxes.”

This is especially import-
ant if you don't have a dedi-
cated office, and you need to 
tidy up at the end of the day. 

HOMES 
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202-750-5730 | www.nationalcapital.mosquitojoe.com

Providing safe, affordable mosquito, tick, 
and flea control treatment to residential 
and commercial customers. 

Outside is fun again!

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com  

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 33 

years of experience 
to work for you!  

 
We are booking 

summer work now. 
Call us today 

to schedule your 
free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Changing your home decor can 
help battle quarantine fatigue

PHOTO/TEMPAPER
Plant a little garden as a feature wall. This charming Scandi floral was inspired by folkloric themes.
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This six-bedroom, five-
and-a-half bath home with 
custom finishes and appoint-
ments throughout has it all. 

The entry welcomes you 
and guests to an open floor 
plan with flow and func-
tionality. The large living 
room is adjacent to the for-
mal dining area. 

The gourmet kitchen with 
a center island and bar area 
is perfect for informal family 
dining. The kitchen also fea-
tures custom 42-inch detailed 
cabinetry, granite countertops 
and stainless appliances. 

The family room has a 
wood burning fireplace with 
stone hearth and surround, 
recessed lights and wood 
floors. Working from home 

is made easy with the home 
office with built-in book-
shelves and French doors for 
privacy. 

There are two upper fin-
ished levels with bedrooms. 
The first upper level has five 
bedrooms and three full baths, 
including a large master bed-
room with a sitting area, ca-
thedral ceiling, custom his 
and hers walk-in closets and 
a bathroom with a soaking 
tub and separate shower. The 
second upper level has a bed-
room and full bath. 

The lower level features a 
walkout basement with ap-
proximately 1,000 square feet 
of additional finished living 
space with a gas fireplace and 
full bath. 

Outside, relax and enjoy 
summer evenings on the cus-
tom patio around the fire table. 

The HOA includes access 
to two community pools, a 

fitness center, a recreation 
center, tennis courts, walking 
trails and parks. The home is 
also walking distance to the 
Springfield Metro station.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Craftmark-built home in the Kingstowne neighborhood

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us now for a FREE estimate. Our summer schedule is filling up fast! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Address: 6418 

Gayfields Road

Beds: 6 

Baths: 5.5 

Fireplaces: 2 

Parking: 2-car garage

Lot: 7,500 square feet 

Interior: About 5,000 

square feet

Contact: Christine Garner

Weichert Realtors

www.ChristineGarner.com

703-587-4855

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 
A rolling file cart may help. 

As for feel-good inspira-
tion, consider the color of the 
walls. Curry recommends a 
light, soothing palette, com-
bined, if possible, with an 
abundance of natural light.

Also, the biophilia trend 
that has been growing in of-
fice design is also applicable 
at home. It's a refresh of the 
notion of communing with 
nature.

“Fresh cut flowers – even 
wildflowers – add surprising 
cheer,” Curry said.

You'll find lots of how-to 
tips for selecting furniture on-
line. One excellent source is 
Room and Board. On its web-
site and blogs, you'll get guid-
ance on finding the perfect 
ergonomically suitable office 
chair. Some of its bestselling 
chairs are from Humanscale, 

a New York City firm known 
for simple, functional and sus-
tainable products.

Organize and display
So there's this blank wall in 

your kitchen. What's the best 
combination of form and func-
tion? A set of floating shelves 
is one solution. Shelves are 
handy for stacking plates for 
everyday use, or for displaying 
decorative crocks or vessels. 

Try out a patterned 
backdrop

You've lived with white or 
neutral walls for a long time. 
You may never have consid-
ered wallpaper, but today you 
can try it out and not fear long-
term commitment. Tempaper 
is the leading manufacturer 
of removable, environmen-
tally safe and friendly wallpa-
per. Its eclectic patterns cover 
a range of styles and colors. 

You can create a statement 
wall, line a bookcase or high-
light stair risers. The paper 
will go wherever your imagi-
nation takes it.

Bookshelves and more
Floating open bookshelves 

have been trending for some 
time. They are an integral 
part of design in European 

kitchens, often featured as the 
most fashion-forward cabine-
try. One of the reasons these 
etagere-like models have been 
so popular is that they are so 
versatile, handling basic stor-
age like books. They travel 
from kitchen to living spac-
es to bedrooms. Some have 
staggered shelves, which adds 
to their graphic punch. Some 

come in circular shapes; oth-
ers are asymmetrical. They 
work well as room dividers.

Serve with style
OK, so you really miss en-

tertaining. But while you're 
waiting to invite a few friends 
over for cocktails, why not 
treat yourself? How long has it 
been since you bought a serv-
ing tray or cheeseboard? There 
are so many options, which 
come in a range of materials, 
including wood and stone. We 
love the new stoneware serv-
ing trays at Jayson Home. The 
fresh blue and green tones and 
soft plaid patterns are pretty 
just sitting on the counter. But 
they'll handsomely set off that 
Parmigiano, smoked Gouda 
and blue cheese.

The next installment of 
this article will explore even 
more home improvement 
ideas.
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COURTESY PHOTO

PHOTO/EMILY GILBERT
New York-based designer Daun Curry transformed a smallish niche 
with an angled wall into a masterful workspace. 



22 |JULY 16, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

To the editor: 
The Alexandria Times’ June 25 

story, “Kickstarting a conversa-
tion,” on Jaqueline Tucker’s brief 
tenure as city hall’s equity officer 
presented a one-sided view. This 
sort of story should have at least 
devoted a few paragraphs to views 
such as Paul Taylor's succinctly 
stated opposition to the philosophy 
Tucker brings to the job (https://
a l e x t i m e s . c o m / 2 0 2 0 / 0 4 /o p i n -
ion-colorblind-equity), particularly 
since Taylor’s letter credibly implies 
the philosophy reflects an illegal in-
terpretation of civil rights law.

The “millennial moment” occa-
sioned by minority and white millen-
nials side-by-side in the streets does 
not change the basic underlying legal 
framework which calls into question 
the concepts on which city hall is 
training staff.  

Under pressure from immigration 
advocates, President Barack Obama 
repeatedly insisted that he could not 
legally or constitutionally do what 
they wanted, according to politifact.

com. Only when his administra-
tion concluded that no one had legal 
standing to sue if he did, did his ad-
ministration move forward with the 
immigration policies Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, and 
Deferred Action for Parents of Amer-
icans, DAPA. 

DACA was the Obama Adminis-
tration's moment of perdition where 
it went from being lawful and unify-
ing to being lawless and divisive. Our 
city hall has now done the same, im-
plementing a potentially unconstitu-
tional training scheme which no one 
has legal standing to challenge. Jour-
nalistic responsibility insists that, in 
more than 48 column inches, a few 
paragraphs at least should have ad-
dressed this aspect.  

Where the minority and white 
millennials side-by-side in the streets 
do not seem to understand that civil 
rights is a complex subject, newspa-
pers have a responsibility to parse 
that complexity.

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria 

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

The Alexandria School Board’s unanimous vote on July 10 to set in 
motion a process for removing the name of T.C. Williams from the high 
school and replacing it with a more appropriate moniker was a welcome, 
though overdue, action.

It has seemed obvious to us and many others for years that the name 
T.C. Williams should be removed from Alexandria’s only high school. 

Though Williams’ segregationist actions as Alexandria superintendent 
were known, the series of stories that Jim McElhatton wrote in the Alex-
andria Times in 2018 and 2019 about the integration of Alexandria’s public 
schools showed beyond doubt that Williams’ role in fighting integration 
was deliberate and demeaning to Black students and their families.

The issue of equity is now at the forefront in America, due to the 
killing of George Floyd by a white police officer. As a result, change that 
seemed glacial in pace – if it happened at all – is now beginning to occur.

But here’s the problem: We can’t selectively pursue equity.
Either we want true equity in Alexandria, particularly for the city’s 

long-suffering Black community, or we want a few token, trophy actions 
that generate applause and provide cover for otherwise conducting busi-
ness as usual.

It is hypocritical to rush to condemn the long-dead T.C. Williams and 
yank his name from the high school, like judges on “The Gong Show” 
elbowing each other to insult a contestant, while perpetuating unfair 
treatment of Blacks adjacent to the school property.

As the My View column on the facing page by 94-year-old Arminta 
Wood clearly shows, an entire community of Black residents have re-
peatedly been treated unjustly by the City of Alexandria – and, sadly, 
that mistreatment continues today.

Wood, her family and neighbors were displaced from their homes 
in the early 1960s to make room for T.C. Williams High School – even 
though Alexandria was far less developed then than today and the 
school could have been built elsewhere.

City officials added insult to injury by “justifying” the land grab by 
saying roads and other infrastructure in the neighborhood were inad-
equate – services that the city itself had neglected to provide. Both of 
these actions – denying Black Alexandrians equal services and then un-
fairly seizing their land – are the very definition of racism.

Wood, other displaced residents and their relatives claim that their 
families were paid well below market value for their homes, and nothing 
for their land. And this community of Black Alexandrians is adamant that 
city leaders promised that the football stadium at the new high school – 
which literally abuts their property – would never have stadium lighting.

This verbal promise to never light the football stadium, which is 
widely believed to have happened, was reiterated in writing in the 2004 
DSUP for the rebuild of T.C. Williams on the same site.

So now, these same Black neighbors, whose mistreatment by the city 
stretches back at least 60 years, are being asked to overlook the pledge 
and written promise. They are being told to accept the jeopardization of 
not just their financial security but also their quality of life, when these 
fields are lit and used most nights of the week. 

Haven’t we asked enough of this one community? Haven’t these Black 
Alexandrians and their families suffered enough?

Changing the words that adorn our high school is long overdue. But 
the real pursuit of equity involves more than words.

The City of Alexandria needs to formally acknowledge that the Woods 
neighborhood residents were mistreated when T.C. Williams High School 
was built. Our city leaders need to admit that they’re still mistreating 

The many facets of equity

The complexity of civil rights

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and 
do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

SEE OUR VIEW | 24



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JULY 16, 2020 | 23 

Every year, in January and February, Vir-
ginia’s General Assembly meets to debate and 
enact changes to the Code of Virginia. Most 
bills passed and signed by the governor go into 
effect on July 1, making that date an exciting 
one for the lawyers of the Commonwealth.

At the beginning of this month, a litany 
of new laws went into effect. In this article, 
I'll provide a synopsis of changes 
to the code that citizens should 
know about.

Emergency substantial risk 
orders: Following the lead of sever-
al other states, Virginia has enacted 
a code section allowing a judicial 
officer to order a person undergoing 
a mental health crisis to surrender 
any firearms in their possession.

The order cannot be issued un-
til after the matter has been investigated by 
law enforcement and probable cause has been 
found to believe a person presents a substan-
tial danger in the near future due to their pos-
session of firearms. Once an emergency order 
has been issued, the circuit court may conduct 
a hearing and extend the order for up to six 
months upon clear and convincing evidence. 

Criminal discovery: Although technical-
ly a rule of the Supreme Court as opposed to 
a new law, a new criminal discovery regime 
went into effect on July 1. Criminal discovery 
is the process by which the prosecution and 
the defense share information about a crimi-
nal case prior to trial.

Prior to this new rule going into effect, 
Virginia imposed little in the way of dis-
covery obligations on the prosecution. I am 
proud my office has always been extremely 
open with discovery and even more proud to 
have been a member of the task force con-
vened by the Virginia Bar that formulated 
the new rule.

While this is perhaps an arcane change to 
those outside the legal profession, I sincerely 
believe it is one of the more important crim-
inal justice reforms to have been enacted in 
recent years. 

Other firearms laws: The assembly 
passed a slew of gun-related bills, for exam-
ple banning bump stocks and expanding the 
requirement that a background check be con-
ducted prior to any sale of a firearm, though 
private transfers, such as trades, loans or 
gifts do not fall under the aegis of this law.

Handgun purchases were limited to one 

a month and a new requirement requiring a 
gun owner to report a lost or stolen firearm 
to law enforcement was enacted.  

Marijuana decriminalization: Posses-
sion of marijuana for personal use is no lon-
ger a criminal offense. The assembly amend-
ed the law to make marijuana possession 
a civil violation punishable by a fine of no 

more than $25. Alexandria’s own 
Delegate Charniele Herring and 
Senator Adam Ebbin sponsored the 
House and Senate versions of this 
bill, respectively. 

Larceny threshold: The thresh-
old value necessary to convert a 
larceny into a felony offense was 
raised from $500 to $1,000. 

Law enforcement interroga-
tions: Two new laws went into ef-

fect regarding custodial interrogations:
1) Police must alert the parent or guardian 

of a minor prior to a custodial interrogation 
and allow them contact with the minor, and

2) Police are now required to record all 
custodial interrogations that occur at the po-
lice station or the jail. Citizens should know 
that Alexandria detectives have been vid-
eotaping custodial interrogations for more 
than a decade. 

Traffic law: Several important changes 
to traffic laws went into effect. For several 
years, I have worked with a local nonprofit, 
Alexandria Families for Safe Streets, to effect 
changes to Virginia’s traffic laws. This year, 
we had some success.

A new law requires drivers to come to a 
complete stop when yielding to pedestrians 
in certain situations. A careless or distracted 
driver who causes serious physical injury to a 
pedestrian or biker is subject to more serious 
potential penalties.

Additionally, beginning Jan. 1, 2021 it will 
be illegal for a driver to hold a handheld per-
sonal communication device while their ve-
hicle is in motion.

In addition to the regular session of the as-
sembly, Gov. Ralph Northam (D-VA) has sched-
uled a special session to convene in August. 
The special session is tasked with considering 
a host of law enforcement and criminal justice 
reform measures. I will address the results of 
this upcoming session in a future column.

The writer is Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Alexandria. 

Justice Matters 
with Bryan Porter

Changes to Virginia laws

BRYAN 
PORTER

My View | Arminta Wood

Thank goodness our 
country is finally waking up 
to the need to address racial 
equity. Whether you are a 
lifelong Alexandrian or new 
to our city, all of us need to 
know Alexandria’s history. 
In addition to what hap-
pened long ago, we should 
remember what happened 
less than two years ago when our city had an oppor-
tunity to take a stand for racial equity – but made an-
other choice.

At 94 and as an African-American Alexandrian, I 
would like to share publicly what I have believed pri-
vately for far too long.

As there seems to be broad consensus to consider 
renaming T.C. Williams High School, let’s remember 
the history of how this school came to be. The neigh-
borhood where T.C. Williams sits was one of the few in 
Alexandria in which African Americans were allowed 
to purchase and own our own property after the Civil 
War. 

The families living there in the 1960s, including 
mine, had owned and occupied their homes for gen-
erations. Alexandria back then still had large tracts of 
undeveloped land.

Yet, Alexandria’s elected leadership, in cooper-
ation with the avowed segregationist School Super-
intendent T.C. Williams, determined that this Afri-
can-American community, which included our own 
school, store and church and extended from Quaker 
Lane near Bishop Lane all the way back to Chinqua-
pin Park and across King Street up to Braddock Road, 
would be the location for a new high school.

The new school had to be built after the Brown 
vs. Board of Education decision ruled that segregated 
schools like Alexandria’s were unconstitutional. Dis-
paraging remarks about the condition of our homes 
and the lack of paved roads and city sanitation – which 
were, of course, responsibilities the city had ignored – 
were used as justification for the displacement of our 
families. Residents of our community were paid pen-
nies on the dollar for our homes, and nothing for the 
vast land around our homes. 

Similar to most American families, these homes 
and land were our families’ largest economic asset, 
and what the city did was an economic and moral 
tragedy. Many families could not afford to purchase 
one of the new, smaller homes along Quaker Lane, 
Woods Avenue and Woods Place and were forced to 
move from the city.

The descendants of those original families who 
could purchase a new home, like myself, still live in 
many of the homes in this community, as they have 
been passed down from generation to generation. One 
of the families still residing in our community today 

Time to stand up for equity

ARMINTA WOOD
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To the editor: 
Alexandria Families for 

Safe Streets has many mem-
bers who are concerned 
about safety on our streets. 
Some members have buried 
siblings, parents and spous-
es or suffered serious inju-
ries in traffic crashes across 
the City of Alexandria. We 
pour our pain into purpose 
and confront the epidemic 
of traffic violence to prevent 
others from suffering. 

As we advocate for 
change on Virginia road-
ways, we also recognize that 
institutional racism all too 
often frequents our streets. 
Racial injustice impacts 
which communities receive 
traffic safety improvements 
and which drivers police 
choose to stop. 

To address these inequi-

ties and improve safety on 
our streets, we advocate for:

Making engineering 
changes in the roadways the 
first line of defense against 
speeding and traffic viola-
tions, as they are the most 
effective.

Using automated en-
forcement technology such 
as speeding, failure to yield, 
red light and stop sign cam-
eras as the second line of 
defense. When employed 
properly, cameras are less 
likely to discriminate based 
on what a driver looks like, 
and these tools are typically 
more cost efficient than of-
ficer hours on traffic duty. 
Cameras must be placed in 
locations with historically 
frequent crashes and en-
gineering confirmed high 
crash risk areas.

Equitably enforcing the 
new Virginia State traffic 
laws that require drivers to 
stop at crosswalks if pedes-
trians are in the crosswalk, 
place automatic speed cam-
eras around schools and 
construction sites, imple-
ment the new vulnerable 
road user law and apply 
indiscriminately without 
bias the new handsfree law 
when it becomes effective 
on Jan. 1, 2021.

Shifting resources for re-
sponding to behavioral health 
or drug overdose emergencies 
from the police to trained 
healthcare professionals. 

It is essential that these 
programs and laws be fairly 
administered with modest 
fees, sliding scale fees or 
driver safety programming 
in lieu of fees. 

We urge Alexandria to 
prioritize speed manage-
ment as the key tenet to Vi-
sion Zero and a safe systems 
approach because it is more 
effective at deterring dan-
gerous driving than enforce-
ment and less likely to be a 
tool for racial injustice.

Allocate a larger portion 
of the city’s funds to low-
ering speed limits and re-
designing roadways, with a 
particular focus on and in 
partnership with communi-
ties of color which may not 
have received these life-sav-
ing measures.

Silence could be inter-
preted as acquiescing to ve-
hicle violence and racial in-
equities. We are speaking out 
and advocating for action.

-Mike Doyle, on behalf of 
AFSS board of directors 

To the editor: 
I want to congratulate 

the Alexandria City Coun-
cil for passing the ordinance 
prohibiting firearms on city 
property. The citizens of Al-
exandria have had enough.

I was walking past Simpson 
Park during the mass shoot-
ing, and I had to run for my 
life. The shooter had a gun 
permit and a legally purchased 
semi-automatic assault rifle.

People with concealed 
carry permits are dangerous. 
Let’s take a look at the facts:

More than 125 people have 
been killed by concealed-car-
ry permit holders since 2007, 
which includes at least 29 
mass shootings. For example:

– Jan. 19, 2010: Concealed 
Carry Permit Holder Christo-
pher Speight killed eight peo-
ple in Virginia;

– May 5, 2008: Concealed 
Carry Permit Holder Aaron 
Poseidon Jackson killed four 
people in Virginia;

– September 6, 2013: Con-
cealed Carry Permit Holder 
Aaron Alexis killed 13 people 
in Washington, D.C.

Thank you to the Alex-
andria City Council for tak-
ing action to protect citizens 
from gun violence. Guns kill, 
and concealed carry permit 
holders kill.

-Jeff Shad,
Alexandria

Racial justice in traffic enforcement Thank you 
for gun law

owned a home at 3330 King 
St., which is the address of 
T.C. Williams High School.

When our families were 
displaced, we were told that 
the football field would serve 
as a green buffer between 
the new homes and the large 
school building. A promise 
was made that the field would 
never have stadium lights 
due to the extreme proximity 
of our homes to the field and 
the acknowledgment that 
stadium lights would dimin-
ish the value of our homes.

This promise went un-
questioned for 40 years. 
When it was time to rebuild 
the high school in 2004, 
the permit to build the new 
school contained Condition 
85, which prohibited the in-
stallation of lights at Park-
er-Gray Stadium.

But in 2013, then-May-
or Bill Euille stated during 
a council meeting that the 
city needed to discuss lights 
at the stadium. He acknowl-
edged that the agreement 

existed, but he said that 
agreements were meant to 
be negotiated. 

In spite of the promise 
made in the 1960s and the 
addition of Condition 85 in 
2004, Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools took the mayor’s 
words in 2013 to heart and 
began planning to remove 
Condition 85.

In October 2018, city 
council voted 6-1 to support 
the ACPS plan to remove 
Condition 85 prohibiting 
lights and move forward with 
a multi-million-dollar reno-
vation of Parker-Gray Stadi-
um, which includes install-
ing permanent lighting on 
the football field.

Then-Mayor Allison Sil-
berberg was the lone vote 
against removing Condition 
85. She offered the first pub-
lic apology by any city offi-
cial regarding the shameful 
displacement of our families 
in the 1960s, and said she 
would honor the promise 
made and not ask our fam-
ilies to once again sacrifice 
our quality of life and the 

value of our homes, as our 
ancestors had been forced to 
do decades earlier. 

Unfortunately, when the 
rest of city council, includ-
ing our current mayor and 
two current council mem-
bers, had the opportunity 
to stand up with her and 
acknowledge that our Afri-
can-American community 
had not been treated fair-
ly in the past, and that this 
legacy of inequity should not 
be perpetuated, they instead 
chose to take the politically 
popular path of removing 
the protection our commu-
nity had been promised.

We urged them to find 
another, more suitable loca-
tion for a first-class city sta-
dium for our student athletes 
that would not require more 
sacrifice from our communi-
ty. Those pleas were ignored. 

The recent hiring of a 
race and social equity officer 
by the City of Alexandria to 
“ensure that policy decisions 
advance race and social eq-
uity for all Alexandrians” 
is a visible step in our goal 

to become a more equitable 
community.

But as city and school 
elected and appointed of-
ficials write and talk about 
their commitment to racial 
equity and justice and the 
renaming of T.C. Williams 
High School, I urge them to 
reflect upon and reverse the 
2018 decision to add lights to 
Parker-Gray Stadium.

It is time to stand up for 
equity, instead of merely 
giving it lip service by writ-
ing and talking about equity. 
This would send a message 
to the young people in our 
city that equity is not always 
about doing the popular 
thing, but it involves making 
decisions that do not perpet-
uate a long legacy of racial 
discrimination against com-
munities of color in our city.

Our lives should have 
mattered more in the 1960s, 
they should have mattered 
more in 2018 and they should 
matter more now. Black lives 
have always mattered.

-Arminta Wood,
Alexandria

these same Black residents 
today in their dogged pursuit 
to add lights to Parker-Gray 
Stadium. 

It’s time for ACPS Super-
intendent Dr. Gregory Hutch-
ings, Ed.D, the school board 
and city council members to 
demonstrate that their stated 
desire for equity in Alexandria 
is more than just words. Prove 
it by dropping the effort to 
light Parker-Gray Stadium at 
T.C. Williams High School.

OUR VIEW FROM | 22
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This Week 
How concerned are you about Virginia's recent spike in 
COVID-19 hospitalizations?
A) It's too soon to tell.
B) Not worried at all.
C) Somewhat worried.
D) Very alarmed.

Last Week 
Do you drink hard cider?
40% No. 
20% I love it and plan to go to a cidery this summer. 
17% I prefer beer and breweries. 
12% I prefer wine and wineries
11% I’ve tried it but don’t love it.

Initial impressions of a 
new invention called a bicy-
cle or velocipede in Alexan-
dria were not positive. The 
Alexandria Gazette’s articles 
on the subject emphasized 
the danger of the invention, 
both in terms of falls and 
crashes and from overexer-
tion by the rider. Clothing 
merchants in our town, how-
ever, saw an opportunity to 
increase sales by offering cy-
cling-specific outfits.

Residents in Alexan-
dria and the nation admired 
both the daredevils who 
performed tricks on the ma-
chines and those who raced 
them; it was difficult to tell 
who was more popular. The 
fact that our city is currently 
so bicycle-friendly is the re-
sult of an evolution in Alex-
andria’s relationship to the 
bicycle, not love at first sight.

One of the first articles 
on bicycles in the Alexan-
dria Gazette was published 
less than five years after the 
Civil War. Titled “Warnings 
Against the Velocipede,” the 
June 22, 1869 article sum-
marized an article in the 
London Lancet, warning of 
injuries “special and peculiar 
attendant on the machine, 
particularly on his relation to 
the law of balance.”

That balance was partic-
ularly precarious due to the 
common use of “penny-far-
thing” bicycles, which had 
wheels of different sizes. 
The roads being less than 
smooth made the early rid-
er’s task of staying upright 

even more difficult. A March 
1881 article on the death of 
a young girl that the news-
paper blamed on jumping 
rope cautioned that “bicycle 
riding and other feats of en-
durance” could similarly lead 
to tragic consequences due to 
overexertion.

The Gazette did not just 
print horror stories on the 
danger of riding bicycles. In 
1880, the paper regularly ran 

advertisements from George 
C. Henning, “The One-Price 
Clothier,” who advertised 
“bicycle shirts.” Henning’s 
advertisements lead one to 
believe that those shirts were 
made for men exclusively.

But in 1897, the dry goods 
firm of Woodward & Lo-
throp advertised that they 
had “Women’s bicycle suits 
and Women’s bicycle hats” in 
stock, perhaps similar to the 

ones advertised in the B. Alt-
man and Co. catalog from the 
previous year seen here.

The entertainment aspect 
of the bicycle for the specta-
tor came to the fore in the last 
decade of the 19th century as 
well. The Feb. 11, 1897 edi-
tion of the paper noted that 
the trick rider Harry Kram-
er’s performance in front of 
the Opera House “was fair-
ly well attended … the feats 
performed were wonderful 
and elicited much applause.”

Local bicycle racing was 
usually grouped with oth-
er activities you might ex-
perience at a fair. In 1894, 
The Jolly Fat Men’s Club of 
Washington announced an 
excursion to River View. Bi-
cycle races were on the dock-
et, along with wheelbarrow 
races and a slow-mule race. 
The more serious endeavor 
of professional six-day races 
was followed in the paper but 
did not take place within city 
limits.

Despite an initial distrust 
of the new technology, Alex-
andria gradually embraced 
cycling as an outdoor pas-
time. Whether for entertain-
ment, as a means of expand-
ing sales, exercise or now as 
transportation, Alexandria’s 
history of bicycles goes back 
more than 150 years. It is al-
most certainly more friendly 
to the velocipede now than it 
has ever been.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
The early days of bicycles in Alexandria

IMAGE/ B. ALTMAN & CO. CATALOG, SPRING AND SUMMER, 1896.
An advertisement In the B. Altman and Co. catalog for "Women's 
bicycle suits."
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AUCTIONS 
Absolute Auction! Sat. Aug 
1st 10:30AM. 172 Acres in 7 
Tracts. Galax, Va 24333 for 
more info call 276-686-8539 
or visit wagonerauctions.com

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 

other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HELP WANTED
Vacancies: K-4, 5-8, Special 

Education, Mathematics, 
Biology, English, School 
Psychologist – Visit our 
website at www.pecps.k12.
va.us and complete the 
online application.  Prince 
Edward County Public 
Schools, Farmville, Virginia 
23901 – 434-315-2100 ext. 
3533 – EOE

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Double 
Hung Window $249* 
Installed w/Free Trim Wrap. 
Call 804-739-8207. Siding, 
Roofing and More!

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE 
ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE!
SAVE $1,500

877-691-5591
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

Walk-In Tubs

✔  Backed by American Standard’s
140 years of experience

✔  Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
✔  Patented Quick Drain® Technology
✔  Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND

installation, INCLUDING labor backed
by American Standard

✔  44 Hydrotherapy jets for an
invigorating massage

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE!
Savings Include an American 
Standard Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Off er valid at es-
timate only. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 
99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  Li-
cense# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Reg-
istration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H   

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

   U P C O M I N G   

AUCTIONS

434.847.7741 | TRFAuctions.com
Details, photos, & terms onlineAUCTIONS

TRF
Torrence, Read, & Forehand

VAAF501

Beautiful 39 Acre Roanoke Estate
Thur, Aug.6 @ 12:30PM
6505 Winter Dr, Boones Mill, VA
Just 7mi from Roanoke w/ 3558sf 4br 3ba 
home, 3br 2ba guest home, pond, stream, 
pool, 12-stall barn, and outdoor arena.
Bid live or online at trfauctions.com

ABSOLUTE: 113 Acres with Pond
Wed, Aug.12 @ 12:30PM
Brookneal Hwy, Gladys, VA
Ideal for private estate, farm, hunting, 
or timber investment. Majority in young 
planted pine. 1035’ of frontage on US-501.
Bid live or online at trfauctions.com

20,202 Sq.Ft. Professional Office Bldg
Thur, Aug.13 @ 12:30PM
3926 Seminole Trl, Charlottesville, VA
Former American National University 
campus.  2-story steel frame/brick build-
ing on 6.34ac. Public utilities. Elevator.
Bid live or online at trfauctions.com

Roanoke Co.

Campbell Co.

Charlottesville

Subscribe to Alexandria Times E-edition to get your 
news delivered to your email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 
a day before everyone else?

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-0001
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Wear a mask.
Save a life.

You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new coronavirus by wearing 
a cloth facemask when you must go out in public. By wearing a mask, 
you help prevent community spread of the coronavirus and help 
protect the most vulnerable in our community.

longer a criminal offense. 
Possession of up to 1 ounce 

of marijuana will now result 
in a civil penalty of no more 
than $25. Under the former 
law, those charged with simple 
possession faced a fine of up to 
$500 and up to 30 days in jail. 

“That does not mean that 
marijuana is now legal to pos-
sess in Virginia,” Porter said. 
“But what it does mean is 
that if you possess it and are 
caught with it, it is no longer 
a criminal offense. It does not 
result in a criminal record and 
either arrest or conviction.”

The new law could help 
prevent people from facing 
barriers because they have 
simple marijuana charges on 
their records. 

“Even if someone is found 
culpable of possessing mari-
juana, it’s not a criminal re-
cord, and if it’s not a criminal 
record, then they can truth-
fully answer that they’ve 
never been convicted of a 

crime,” Porter said. “Hope-
fully, that would remove bar-
riers to employment, educa-
tion and residence that have 
sometimes been associated 
with criminal convictions for 
marijuana possession.”

Porter said the state leg-
islature is currently studying 
whether marijuana legaliza-
tion is a good idea. Legaliza-
tion is likely a conversation 
that will come up in a future 
session, he said. 

Traffic laws
Several laws involving pe-

destrian and road safety were 
passed in the 2020 session. 

Drivers are now required 
to stop, not just yield, to pe-
destrians crossing the road 
in marked and unmarked 
crosswalks. This includes 
any intersection where the 
speed limit is no more than 
35 miles per hour. Drivers 
can proceed once the pedes-
trian passes their lane. 

In addition, the general 
assembly passed a bill that in-
creases penalties for offenses 
against vulnerable road us-
ers, including pedestrians 
and bicyclists. Essentially, 
drivers who are operating 
their vehicle in a careless or 
distracted manner and cause 

serious injury to a pedestrian 
or bicyclist are subject to a 
class one misdemeanor. 

“Vulnerable road user, in 
our eyes, the major benefit 
of that, it actually puts some 
consequences to drivers who 
are driving dangerously and 
crash into people,” Mike 
Doyle, founding member of 
Alexandria Families for Safe 
Streets, said. “Up until these 
laws … if a driver seriously 
injured or killed somebody, 
the law was that the driver 
had to be reckless.”

The new law opens up 
the language to penalize not 
only those driving recklessly, 

which is often determined 
by speed, but those driving 
carelessly or distractedly. 

Another traffic law that 
was passed in the 2020 ses-
sion but doesn’t go into ef-
fect until Jan. 1, 2021, is the 
hands-free rule. As of Jan. 1, 
drivers could face a fine of 
up to $250 for driving while 
holding a cellphone.

Special session
Gov. Ralph Northam (D-

VA) signed more than 1,200 
bills into law following the 
2020 general assembly ses-
sion. For more informa-
tion on the new laws, go to 
https://lis.virginia.gov/. 

In addition, Northam 
called to convene a general 
assembly special session in 
August 2020 to discuss bud-
get changes that were made 
as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic and issues related 
to criminal justice reform, 
policing reform and social 
equity, according to Taylor.

-mschrott@alextimes.com
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“That does not mean that marijuana is now legal 
to possess in Virginia. But what it does mean 

is that if you possess it and are caught with it, it is 
no longer a criminal offense. It does not result in a 
criminal record and either arrest or conviction.”

– Bryan Porter,
commonwealth’s attorney, Alexandria
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