
Enrollment increases 
at private institutions 
as ACPS goes virtual
BY MISSY SCHROTT

All public school sys-
tems in Northern Virgin-
ia, including Alexandria 
City Public Schools, have 
announced that they will 
begin the school year with 
completely virtual instruc-
tion. Most local private 
schools, however, are tak-
ing a different approach.

In March, the spread 
of the novel coronavirus 
and state-mandated stay-
at-home orders required 
schools in the state – pub-
lic and private – to finish 
the 2019-2020 school year 
online. The abrupt shut-
down resulted in rushed 
distance learning plans, 
overwhelmed parents and 
concerns about student 
learning loss.

As the 2020-2021 
school year approaches, 
and COVID-19 continues to 
threaten the health of stu-
dents and teachers, schools 
are grappling with the best 
way to reopen safely.

Many of Alexandria’s 
private elementary, mid-
dle and high schools have 
opted for either complete-
ly in-person or hybrid 
virtual/in-person models 

for the start of the 2020-
2021 school year. While 
some schools have not 
announced their back-to-
school plans yet, no local 
private schools have an-
nounced plans to hold fall 
classes completely virtual-
ly, like ACPS. 

All schools that have 
announced hybrid or 
in-person models are also 
offering virtual learning 
plans for students with 
health risks or those who 
feel uncomfortable at-
tending classes in per-
son. In many cases, if a 
student chooses to start 

the school year remotely, 
they’ll have the option 
to switch to in-person 
classes at a specific point 
during the fall semester.

Most, if not all, schools’ 
plans are subject to 
change, should the region’s 
COVID-19 numbers spike 
or the governor’s orders 
change. Because of this 
uncertainty, many private 
schools have laid out flexible 
plans that can shift among 
in-person, hybrid and virtu-
al models as needed.

Each of Alexandria’s 
three major private high 
schools looks different when 

it comes to plans for the fall. 
Episcopal High School, 

Alexandria’s only boarding 
high school, will reopen 
this fall with the majority 
of students living on cam-
pus and attending classes 
in person. Episcopal an-
nounced on Wednesday it 
would delay the in-person 
reopening until Oct. 2 and 
3 and operate virtually 
until then. Bishop Ireton 
High School plans to re-
open with a hybrid model, 
where students will rotate 
between in-person and re-

Republican politician 
served on the Alexandria 
City Council, Virginia 
State Senate
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Bob Calhoun, a former Republi-
can state senator and city council-
or, died on Aug. 6 of prostate can-
cer. He was 83.

Calhoun was a moderate Repub-
lican who worked amicably with 
his fellow public officials across 
the aisle. Throughout his time on 
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Christine Roland Garner
Stay safe and look after yourself 
and each other!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 32 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

CHAPEL HILL RENTAL

$4,000 - Active
Spacious 2 level 
home in the 
desirable Chapel 
Hill neighborhood 
on a 17,000 sq 
ft lot! This stone 
& brick home 
has main level 
bedrooms & 2 
baths on main level 
including Master suite with en suite bath. Beautiful 
updated kitchen with 42” cabinets, granite counters 
and SS appliances. Huge Living room w/decorative 
fireplace and dining room w/ French doors to 
screened porch overlooking private back yard is great 
for outdoor games, activities and BBQs! Enormous 
finished lower level with full bath and bonus room. 

TORPEDO FACTORY

Sold

Torpedo Factory light filled corner unit with nearly 
1000 sf of living space in the heart of Old Town.  Enjoy 
shopping, restaurants, parks & Braddock METRO 
access! Spacious 1 bedrooms &1 full bathroom, 
approximately 1000 sqft. Light filled northeast corner 
unit with a river view

DEL RAY/BRADDOCK METRO

$1,500,000 - Active
Wonderful 
custom home in 
Del Ray! Situated 
on a large 5,500 
sq. ft. lot with a 
detached garage. 
The home will 
be approx. 3,500 
finished sq ft to 
include a complete interior renovation with a large 3 
level addition & finished basement . This home boasts 
6 bedrooms (one on main level), 5 bathrooms, a 
mudroom, UL laundry room, and finished basement 
with additional storage. Open family room with gas 
fireplace and large kitchen with island & breakfast 
room. Screened- in porch off of dining room, large 
entry and inviting covered front porch. 

Contact 
Christine to 
learn more 
about her 
properties 
coming on 
the market 

soon!

DEL RAY

Sold
Fabulous expanded 
cape cod with family 
room addition. 5 
bedrooms, 3 full 
baths...Three beds 1 
bath up, 1 bed and 
full bath on main, 
and finished lower 
level with bed and 
full bath, perfect 
au pair suite... Hardwood floors throughout. Beautiful 
front porch, off street parking and fenced rear yard with 
tiered decks! Living room with fireplace, open floor 
plan with dinging and kitchen area. Master bedroom 
has a fireplace and two additional guest rooms. Blocks 
off the Avenue and convenient to all the shops and 
restaurants in Del Ray!

SEMINARY VALLEY

$635,000 - Under Contract

Lovely brick home is on a private cut de sac with a large 
fenced yard and off street parking. Great location inside 
the beltway just minutes from shopping & schools with 
easy access to I-395, crystal City, Pentagon. Light filled 
living room and separate dining room with access to a 
large deck. Updated kitchen with Quartz counters, 42” 
natural Cherry cabinetry and SS appliances.
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Murder suspect dies from 
self-inflicted gunshot wound

Ibrahm Elhahlil Bouai-
chi, the suspect in the July 
29 murder of Karla Elizabeth 
Dominguez Gonzalez, died 
from a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound on Saturday.

At around 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, APD officers in-
volved in the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation’s regional 
Violent Crimes Task Force 
located Bouaichi in Maryland 
and initiated a vehicle pur-
suit that ended when Bouai-
chi’s car crashed in Prince 
George’s County, according 
to a news release.

Officers found Bouaichi 
with a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound and transported 
him to a hospital where he 
received medical treatment 
until his death on Saturday.

Bouaichi was previous-
ly arrested and indicted for 
rape charges against Gonza-
lez in October 2019. Gonzelez 
testified against Bouaichi in 
Alexandria District Court in 
December 2019.

While awaiting trial in jail, 
Bouaichi was released on bond 
by Circuit Court Judge Nolan 
Dawkins on April 9, according 
to the Sheriff's Department. 
Bouaichi’s lawyers argued he 
should be released because of 
unsafe jail conditions due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, ac-
cording to court records. 

Dawkins ordered Bouaic-
hi to remain in his home in 
Greenbelt, Maryland and did 
not order electronic monitor-
ing, according to the Wash-
ington Post. Bouaichi was 

awaiting his trial, which had 
been delayed several months, 
when he allegedly murdered 
Gonzalez.

The details of Bouaichi’s 
release have resulted in out-
rage online, as residents and 
local officials have called for 
changes in the justice sys-
tem and answers from those 
involved in the case.

“The system failed Karla 
Dominguez,” Mayor Justin 
Wilson said in a tweet on 
Aug. 7. “As we turn a critical 
eye to the criminal justice 
system, policymakers at the 
Federal, state and local level 
must make changes to laws, 
procedures and practices 
that can fail to protect vic-
tims like Ms. Dominguez.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

CORRECTION:
The article "Police take murder suspect into custody" in the Aug. 6 edition of the Times stated that 
Ibrahm Elkahlil Bouaichi was released from jail on Dec. 11, 2019. In reality, Bouaichi was released 
on April 9, 2020, while his initial hearing was in December. The Times regrets the error.

Summer AC Inspection 
$89.95 

one system only

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only.
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Celebrating 40 Years in Alexandria

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning
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More people with Medicare and Medicaid are enrolled in a UnitedHealthcare dual plan.1 
If you have these two cards, call us to find out if you qualify for our plan. Plans Include:

Up to $1,000 in credits to buy 
health-related items you may need.

$3,000 toward 
dental services.

Up to $1,000 in credits to place catalog 
orders for health products you may need.

Unlimited one-way 
rides every year.

1Based on national market share, as of 2019.
Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State 
Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.
Y0066_191120_105130_M CST29038_H7464-001-000

UHCCP.com/VAdual

Find out why more people with Medicaid 
and Medicare choose UnitedHealthcare.1

We’re ready to help. 1-855-813-4414, TTY 711

WEEKLY BRIEFING
Summer Sidewalk Sale 
takes place this weekend

Fall sports delayed for Virginia high schools

Census takers to start visiting households

The city’s annual Sum-
mer Sidewalk Sale takes 
place this weekend in Old 
Town and Del Ray. 

On Aug. 15 and 16, don 
a mask or face covering and 
make your way down to the 
event, where more than 60 
local retailers will be man-
ning socially-distanced ta-
bles outdoors and selling 
steeply discounted summer 
merchandise. Find deals on 
everything from clothes 
and jewelry to home decor 
and culinary goods to sea-
sonal gift items. 

Volunteers in a tent at 
the intersection of King 
and Fayette streets will be 
handing out maps, bottled 
water and complimentary 
hand sanitizer. New this 
year, the 1100 block of King 
Street will be closed to cars 
for pedestrians only. Me-

tered parking will be free 
in both neighborhoods for 
event attendees. 

And if you see pink fla-
mingos wandering around, 
don’t panic – the Old Town 
Boutique District and Old 
Town Business Association 
have teamed up to create 
an Instagram giveaway. 
Flamingos will be stand-
ing outside participating 
stores, ready to snap a pic-
ture that you can then post 
to Instagram. By using the 
hashtag #ALXsidewalksale 
and tagging the users @
otboutiques, @oldtown-
business and @VisitAlex-
VA, you’ll automatically be 
entered for a chance to win 
a $100 gift card to the par-
ticipating boutique of your 
choice. The winners will be 
chosen on Aug. 17.

-otucker@alextimes.com

The Virginia High School 
League announced that fall 
sports for schools across the 
state will be delayed until De-
cember, according to a July 27 
news release.

In the VHSL’s adjusted sea-
sonal plan, winter sports, such 
as basketball, gymnastics, 
indoor track, swimming and 

wrestling, will start on Dec. 14 
and run through Feb. 20. Fall 
sports, including cheer, cross 
country, field hockey, football, 
golf and volleyball, will run 
from Feb. 15 through May 1. 
Spring sports like baseball, la-
crosse, soccer, softball, tennis 
and track and field will start 
their seasons on April 12 and 

run through June 26, accord-
ing to the release.

VHSL is continuing to work 
with Governor’s Office, Virginia 
Department of Health and Vir-
ginia Department of Education 
to adjust these plans as condi-
tions around COVID-19 change, 
according to the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Alexandrians who didn’t 
fill out the 2020 U.S. census 
should expect a knock on the 
door, as census takers start 
to canvas households that 
have not yet responded to 
the census, according to a 
news release.

In response to public 
health guidelines during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, census 
takers are required to wear 
masks when visiting house-
holds and complete a virtual 
training course on physical 
distancing protocols, accord-

ing to the release.
Census takes are hired from 

the local community and can 
be identified by a valid govern-
ment identification badge. If a 
member of a given household is 
not home when the census tak-
er visits, the census take will 
leave a notice with information 
about options for responding 
online, over the phone or by 
mail, according to the release.

Although census takers 
will be out in the communi-
ty, households can still com-
plete the census online at ww-

w.2020census.gov, by phone at 
844-330-2020 or by filling out 
the paper survey that house-
holds received in the mail, ac-
cording to the release.

The nine-question census 
occurs every 10 years and is still 
the nation’s largest demograph-
ic tool. The census count de-
cides how much federal funding 
will go toward programs and 
services for communities across 
the country and how many rep-
resentatives each state gets in 
the House of Representatives.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Always Alexandria
If you're looking to remodel a kitchen, add a bathroom, finish 
a basement, or build an addition, our proprietary CaseStudy‰

process delivers all of the information you need to make the 
best decisions for your own unique project. We'll virtually 
collaborate on ideas, develop three unique design options - 
with your dream design virtually rendered in 3D - and include 
budgeting information and timelines. Visit CaseDesign.com
to set a virtual appointment or to learn more. 

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and project. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Alexandria Design  
Studio Now Open
We’re thrilled to open our 4th design studio
at the corner of Washington and King.
Because during these times,
home is more important than ever. 
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SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT 

Off-Site Sales Gallery Now Open:  
700 Princess St., Mezzanine Level  

Alexandria, VA 22314

The Very Best in Care  
Is Coming to Old Town
Discover Sunrise of Old Town’s personalized approach to assisted 

living and memory care—and learn more about our dining and 

programming, coming in the spring of 2021.

• Highly trained, compassionate  
team of caregivers

• Minutes from shopping,  
dining, and entertainment

• Conveniently close to medical  
centers and hospitals

• Community cleaning protocols 
are constantly reinforced, 
with professional deep-cleans 
performed as necessary

© 2020 Sunrise Senior Living

Contact us for more information:
703-454-9900  
SunriseOldTown.com/Times

OLD TOWN

All our team members are following COVID-19 infection control protocols, including wearing a mask.  
Number of visitors allowed inside is limited, to maintain appropriate social distancing. 

58720156-061-Sunrise_Old_Town_Print_Media_Ads_SALES_GALLERY_FOUNDERS_CLUB_hz2.indd   10 7/21/20   4:30 PM

council and in the state sen-
ate, Calhoun was known for 
his intellect, integrity and 
deep policy knowledge.

He served on the Alexan-
dria City Council from 1976 
to 1981 and 1984 to 1988. 
During his time on council, 
he promoted the develop-
ment of the Torpedo Facto-
ry Arts Center, facilitated 
the creation of the Covanta 
Waste to Energy Plan and 
was involved in a prelimi-
nary study of the DASH bus 
system. Calhoun went on to 
serve in the Virginia State 
Senate, representing Alex-
andria for seven years from 
1989 to 1996.

Calhoun was born on July 
22, 1937 in Oak Park, Illinois 
to Robert and Madeline Cal-
houn. His grandmother was 
active in Illinois politics and 
was a “Southern Democrat,” 
Calhoun said in his Living 
Legends of Alexandria entry.

Following in his father’s 

footsteps, Calhoun found 
himself drawn to the law, 
pursuing a law and econom-
ics graduate degree at Yale 
University, where he met his 
future wife Sandra Bensen in 
a Yale dining hall.

After graduating from 
Yale in 1963, Calhoun 
moved to Washington D.C. 
and worked as a rules and 
practices lawyer for the In-
terstate Commerce Com-
mission. He eventually 
transitioned into private 
practice at the Boston-based 
law firm Sullivan & Worces-
ter, where he stayed from 
1972 to 1996, before work-
ing for Alexandria-based 
law firm Redmon, Peyton & 
Braswell from 1996 until his 
retirement in 2020.

Calhoun’s entrance into 
politics was unceremonious. 
He ran for the Virginia House 
of Delegates in 1973 but lost 
to Democrat House Majority 
Leader Jim Thomson. Cal-
houn was more “a sacrificial 
lamb” than anything else in 

his first run for political of-
fice, Sandra Calhoun said.

Eventually, Calhoun 
found his footing and was 
elected to Alexandria City 
Council in 1976 as the only 
Republican member of coun-
cil. By 1979, when Calhoun 
became vice mayor, Repub-
licans had taken three seats 
on council, the most of any 
city in Virginia at the time, 
according to Living Legends 
of Alexandria.

Political rivals and allies 
alike acknowledged Cal-
houn’s ability as a lawmak-
er and respected his ability 
when it came to understand-
ing the ins and outs of policy.

“I’ve known a lot of peo-
ple in politics over the years 
– local, state and national 
– and Bob Calhoun was one 
of the smartest people I have 
ever known,” David Speck, 
a former state delegate and 
city councilor, said. “[He was] 
well-read, well-informed and 
always curious, but that was 
not what made him some-

what unique. It was his abil-
ity to develop policy – or im-
prove existing policy – with 
fact-based, analytical think-
ing.  This country could sure 
use more of that these days.”

Politics allowed Calhoun 
to break out of his shell, San-
dra Calhoun said. Despite his 
preternatural ability when it 
came to speeches, Calhoun 
was naturally shy.

“Bob could make the most 

beautiful speeches, extem-
poraneous speeches,” Sandra 
Calhoun said. “You could just 
ask him to say something, 
and it would be lovely and 
meaningful, but talking one 
to one, it was something that 
he had to work on.”

Eventually, Calhoun 
found his footing, and after 
his time on council, Calhoun 

COURTESY PHOTO
Bob Calhoun (left) with former Republican U.S. Sen. John Warner 
(right).

CALHOUN FROM | 1
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was elected as state sena-
tor in 1988. He served until 
1996, when he was defeated 
by Democrat Patsy Ticer. 

He co-sponsored the 1995 
Public-Private Partnership 
Act, which has since been 
used, notably, for funding 
Metro’s Dulles silver line. 
Calhoun was passionate 
about transportation and 
he was actively involved on 
the WMATA Board, COG 
Transportation Planning 
Board and Northern Virginia 
Transportation Commission.

Calhoun’s political ca-
reer was defined by his will-
ingness to work across the 
aisle with Democrats. When 
Calhoun received a letter 
this year from someone who 
was interested in getting 
into politics and wanted to 
hear about Calhoun’s senate 
experience, Calhoun cited 
his collaboration with fel-
low politicians as his proud-
est accomplishment.

“Instead of writing about 
legislative accomplishments, 
he said he was most proud of 
being able to work with peo-
ple in both parties to achieve 
the greater good,” Sandra 
Calhoun said.

Jerry File, a friend of Cal-
houn’s who also served as 
treasurer for Calhoun’s state 
senate campaign, praised 
Calhoun’s integrity as, not 
only a collaborative politi-
cian, but a policymaker.

“I thought all the deci-
sions he made were decisions 
that he felt were in the best 
interest of the people,” File 

said. “He was not beholden to 
any particular group within 
the community, but he tried 
to support legislation that he 
felt would benefit the most 
people in the community.”

An avid reader, Calhoun 
was known for his intellect 
and tendency to launch into 
informative, passionate con-
versations with anyone who 
would listen.

“Bob was a friend for over 
40 years, and I don’t think 
there was ever a conversa-
tion we had – on any top-
ic – in which I did not learn 
something new or under-
stand something better than 
I thought I knew,” Speck said.

Although he wasn’t 
known for being emotional-
ly expressive with his family, 
Calhoun often used books as 
a way to communicate with 
his three sons, Sandra Cal-
houn said.

“What the kids remember 
is, if they had a homework 
assignment in x, y or z, Bob 
would go and pull a book 

off the shelf and say, ‘This 
might be helpful,’” Sandra 
Calhoun said.

Outside of politics and 
law, Calhoun found time for 
opera, long road trips to na-
tional parks and gardening, 
a passion he found plenty of 
space to explore on the 60-
acre property he and Sandra 
purchased in the ‘70s.

“He planted a lot of pine 
trees and just enjoyed being 
out,” Sandra Calhoun said. 
“We planted blueberry bush-
es and grape vines and lots of 
things that weren’t success-
ful too, like apple trees.”

Calhoun was proud of his 
three sons, all of whom re-
ceived advanced degrees, and 
six grandchildren, whom he 
was known to chase around 
the house.

He was an active member 
of the Alexandria commu-
nity, co-chairing the fund-
raising appeal that contrib-
uted to the opening of the 
Schlesinger Center, home of 
the Alexandria Symphony 

Orchestra, and helping found 
the Scholarship Fund of Al-
exandria. In 2012, Calhoun 
was acknowledged for his 
efforts to improve the city 
when he was named a Living 
Legend of Alexandria.

Calhoun is survived by 
his wife Sandra; children An-
drew (Mollie), Rob (Elizabeth 
Wilmer) and Gordon (Lisa) 
and grandchildren Thomas, 
Robert, Zenobia, Ophelia, 
Lily and Rachel. 

No date has been set for a 
memorial service to be held 
at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Alexandria, their 
church where Bob was a pop-
ular speaker in the congre-
gational life programs. The 
family suggests that those 
who wish to donate in Bob’s 
memory contribute to The 
Scholarship Fund of Alex-
andria, 3330 King St., Alex-
andria 22302 or the Clarke 
County Easement Authority, 
101 Chalmers Court, Ber-
ryville, VA 22611.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

COURTESY PHOTO
Former State Sen. Bob Calhoun.

CALHOUN FROM | 6
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$49 Dinner for Two

BlackwallHitchAlexandria.com

THREE COURSE MEAL

Delivery and Carry-Out
5 Cameron Street, Alexandra, VA

703-739-6090

Shared Starter, Entrée, and Shared Dessert

Order Exclusively Online

Del Ray resident is 
remembered for his 
hard work, generosity
BY OLIVIA TUCKER

James Vincent Breeding, 
owner of Al’s Steak House, 
died on July 26 due to com-
plications from diabetes. He 
was 52.

Jim, as most people knew 
him, was the owner of Al’s 
Steak House and a pillar of the 
Del Ray community. His lega-
cy of hard work and big-heart-
ed generosity will live on in 
the family, friends and busi-
ness he leaves behind.

“He was always a good 
guy,” his wife, Dorothy Breed-
ing, said, “[and] people liked 
him. He was a caring man and 
he could look intimidating, 
but once you got to know him, 
he had a good sense of humor, 
and all his guys liked working 
for him. He was fair.”

Breeding was born on Jan-

uary 23, 1968 in Alexandria. 
One of five, he and his siblings 
kept their parents, James and 
Myrtle Breeding, busy. He 
grew up attending Alexandria 
City Public Schools.

In 1984, he met Doro-
thy Bradley, a sophomore in 
his geometry class at T.C. 
Williams High School. She 
recalls feeling intimidated 
by his towering height – 6 

feet 6 inches – and hoping 
that he wouldn’t sit next to 
her. But Breeding ended up 
seated right behind her in 
alphabetical order, and the 
two quickly became close 

friends. They would become 
a couple later in high school 
and go on to celebrate 32 
years of marriage.

Jim Breeding, Al’s Steak House owner, dies at 52

SEE JIM BREEDING | 9

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: Breeding at 19 at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, preparing for a last-minute flight to Tampa with his wife, Dorothy. 
Middle: Breeding with his son Tyler — then 13 months old — at Disney. 
Right: Breeding with his granddaughter, Peyton, and cat, Butterscotch. 
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At T.C., Breeding played 
defensive tackle for the 
Titans and was a member 
of the 1984 state champi-
onship team. He was pas-
sionate about architecture 
and worked multiple jobs 
in high school, both for his 
brother’s family business, 
D&D Contractors, and for 
the Alexandria City School 
Board, where he helped en-
sure that local schools were 
compliant with new regula-
tions under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

Former T.C. principal 
John Porter recalled Breed-
ing’s “smile and kindness to 
others” as a teen.

“He also had the abili-
ty to get along with peers 
and adults alike – unlike 
many teenagers who didn’t 
feel comfortable with adults 
during those sometimes awk-
ward teen years,” Porter said.

Breeding graduated in 
1986. He and Dorothy were 
married in 1988, buying 
their first home in Wood-
bridge at just 19 and 18 
years old. His wife said that 
because of their age, banks 
were hesitant to give them a 
loan, but a sympathetic real 
estate agent loaned them 
the $6,000 they needed. 
Breeding paid it back within 
the year, working odd con-
struction projects for the 
realtor.

Breeding attended North-
ern Virginia Community Col-
lege in Annandale for a year, 
hoping to pursue his associ-
ate’s degree in architecture. 
His work in construction 
and roofing soon proved too 
time-consuming to balance 
with classes, though, so he 
chose to focus on his career 
instead. 

Several years later, he 
and Dorothy moved back to 
Alexandria, buying an old 
house on East Custis Street 
– just a block from Dorothy’s 
parents – that she described 
as a “fixer-upper.” Breeding 
and his wife poured numer-

ous hours into the house, 
completely refurbishing it 
themselves and transform-
ing it into the home where 
they raised their children.

In 1992, Breeding was 
broadsided in a car crash 
that put him out of work 
for two years. By the mid-
90s, however, he was back 
in business, building houses 
for D.R. Horton around the 
DC-Maryland-Virginia re-
gion. Breeding specialized 
in roofing for more than 
two decades and started 
his own company, Breeding 
Construction. He worked 
on construction projects up 
and down the East Coast, 
including roofs for Howard 
University, the U.S. Naval 
Research Laboratory and 
a dome skin roof over the 
presidential hangar at An-
drews Air Force Base.

Breeding’s dream had al-
ways been to own Al’s Steak 
House, located at 1504 Mt. 
Vernon Ave. The Breeding 
family loved Al’s and were 
regular customers for years. 
Dorothy said that he would 
always tease longtime own-
er John Severson about buy-
ing the restaurant from him, 
joking, “When you’re ready 
to sell, let me know.”

After Severson died in 
2015, the Breedings took over 
the shop, throwing them-
selves into renovations and 
purchasing new equipment. 

“We jumped in with both 
feet,” Dorothy said. “Every 
time he had a crazy idea, I 
was right there with him.”

Just four hours into 
opening day in July 2016, 
though, the restaurant went 
up in flames – the result of 
decades of grease buildup in 
a wall cavity, Dorothy said. 
The family was devastated 
but worked hard to rebuild, 
and, buoyed by the support 
of the Del Ray community, 
reopened exactly a year af-
ter the fire.

Although health issues 
rendered Breeding increas-
ingly sedentary, he spent 
as much time at Al’s as he 

could, supporting employ-
ees and conversing with 
customers. Dorothy recalls 
that he once asked her to 
buy a thermos for a home-
less man who lived in the Del 
Ray neighborhood. Breeding 
gave the man coffee and 
a sandwich every day, she 
said, and would often pass 
afternoons talking with him 
while sitting in his truck 
outside the restaurant.

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic separated the Breedings 
on their June 4 anniversary 
for the first time in 32 years, 
with Breeding in a care facili-
ty closed to visitors. One year, 
Dorothy said, she left work 
early and drove five hours to 
his construction site in Penn-
sylvania to surprise him.

“He was surprised,” she 
laughed. “He said, ‘Woman, 
you’re crazy!’ And I said, 
‘Five hours isn’t going to 
keep us apart on our anni-
versary.’”

Breeding is survived by 
his wife, Dorothy, four chil-
dren; Amanda Owens and 
husband Raheem, Emily 
Breeding, Shannon Barto-
lac and Tyler Breeding; and 
five grandchildren, A’Dyn, 
Brooklyn, Kloie, Peyton and 
Skylar. He is also survived 
by sister Terri Clark, broth-
ers Geary and Glen Breed-
ing, as well as many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents, James and Myr-
tle Breeding, his stepmoth-
er, Phyllis Breeding, and 
brother Darrel Breeding. 

A funeral service was 
held on Aug. 1 at Del Ray 
Baptist Church, where the 
Breedings were baptized 
together in high school and 
later married. Breeding was 
interred at Fort Lincoln 
Cemetery in Brentwood, 
Maryland. The family re-
quests that in lieu of flow-
ers, donations can be made 
to the National Kidney 
Foundation, American Dia-
betes Association or Ameri-
can Heart Foundation.

-otucker@alextimes.com 

Visit us for the 
11th annual 
Sidewalk Sale! 
Additional 40% off 
clearance, 25% off 
select regular favorites, 
including Global  
Mama’s Clothing! 

915 King St, Alexandria
M-F 10-6, Sa 10-7, Su 11-4

INDIAN  BURGER

NOW  OPEN  FOR  LUNCH  &  DINNER

Order Online : Curbside Pickup or Delivery

2607 Mt .Vernon Ave , Alexandria , VA-22301

Ph :703-836-6363 | www.spicekraftdelray .com

MAHARANI  VEG  BURGER  8  

CHICKEN  TIKKA  BURGER  9

Spice Kraft
Indian Bistro

ONLY AT LUNCH

Serving 

 Outdoor Patio & Indoor Dining 

Serving Lunch Specials: Curry Rice Bowls 

Burgers & Wraps

All Day Regular Menu | Beer | Wine

JIM BREEDING FROM | 8
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Rain or shine, Bowser is grinning! This 2-year-old terrier mix is 
excited to meet new friends, human and canine, and shows a 

preference for mingling with both. 

Technically too large to be a lap dog, Bowser is a pretty snuggly guy.
Like to learn more about Bowser? 

Visit: AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment  
 

THANK YOU

~Happy Days Ahead~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Let me find you a new 
home, too.”

You are a wonderful dad, daddy, grand daddy, brother, 
uncle, cousin and friend. We love you beyond words.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Happy 100th 
Birthday to
Leroy Sykes

mote classes. St. Stephen’s 
and St. Agnes School has not 
announced its plans for the 
fall.

At least five private 
schools in Alexandria, in-
cluding Episcopal, plan to 
reopen at some point this fall 
with the majority of students 
attending classes in person. 
The other four are the Ba-
silica School of Saint Mary, 
Browne Academy, Queen of 
Apostles Catholic School and 
Saint Rita Catholic School.

Saint Rita has not re-
leased the details of its back-
to-school plan, except to say 
that the PreK-8 school will be 
opening in person, full-time, 
on Aug. 26, according to Inter-
im Principal Bethany Hamm.

Plans for the other four 
schools that are reopening 
fully in person differ slightly 
but include some overlapping 
procedures. 

Major similarities at each of 
the four schools are requiring 
face coverings, screening stu-
dents and staff for symptoms 
of COVID-19, implementing 
new cleaning procedures and 
offering virtual instruction for 
students who need it.

Health screening proce-
dures vary at each school. 
Episcopal is the only school 
to announce that it plans to 
test all students and staff for 
COVID-19 at least three times: 
prior to their arrival on cam-
pus, again upon arrival and 
again within two weeks. Epis-
copal students and staff will 
also be required to self-mon-
itor for symptoms and input 
their temperature in a smart-
phone app every day.

At Queen of Apostles 
Catholic School, students 
will have their temperatures 
taken daily upon arrival 
at school, one at a time, as 
they exit their cars, accord-
ing to the school’s website. 
Both Saint Mary and Browne 
Academy will require stu-
dents and staff to take their 
temperatures and self-screen 
for symptoms daily prior to 

arrival on campus and to re-
port the results online.

Mask protocols also differ 
by school. 

Episcopal, Browne and 
Queen of Apostles will require 
students and staff to wear 
masks at all times when in-
doors, except when eating. At 
Episcopal, where students live 
on campus, students will also 
be allowed to remove masks 
when showering, brushing 
their teeth or sleeping. 

Saint Mary specifies that 
students will need to wear 
masks indoors when they are 
not able to be at least 6 feet 
away from another student 
or faculty member. 

Many schools whose re-
opening plans involve in-per-
son learning and masks will 
incorporate outdoor breaks 
where students will be able 
to remove their masks.

As a boarding school, 
Episcopal will implement 
strict regulations in order to 
create a “contained campus” 
when necessary, according 
to the school’s website. This 
includes not holding public 
events, hosting prospective 
students, allowing nones-
sential visitors on campus or 
allowing nonessential travel 
off campus. The academic 
calendar has also been mod-
ified to include three weeks 

of distance learning after 
Thanksgiving break – a mod-
el that many colleges and 
universities have adopted.

At least four private 
schools in Alexandria have 
opted for hybrid in-person/
remote learning models for 
the start of the school year. 
These include Bishop Ireton, 
Blessed Sacrament School, 
Fusion Academy and Grace 
Episcopal School.

Similar to the private 
schools with fully in-per-
son models, several of these 
schools’ plans involve mask re-
quirements, health screenings, 
disinfecting protocols and 
physical distancing measures.

B.I. and Fusion Academy’s 
hybrid plans are focused on 
limiting the number of people 
present at school buildings. 

B.I. will have half of its 
approximately 780 students 
on campus at any given time, 
with students divided al-
phabetically by last name. 
Last names starting with A 
through K will attend classes 
in person for two consecutive 
days while last names start-
ing with L through Z will join 
the live classes remotely. The 
next two days, the groups will 
switch. The pattern will con-
tinue on an ongoing basis, 

School Grade level Student population Fall plans

Alexandria Country Day School K-8 200 Undecided

Bishop Ireton High School 9-12 780 Hybrid

Blessed Sacrament School PreK-8 263 Hybrid

Browne Academy PreK-8 205 In person

Burgundy Farm Country Day School PreK-8 266 Undecided

Commonwealth Academy 3-12 138 Undecided

Episcopal High School 9-12 450 In person*

Fusion Academy 6-12 65 Hybrid

Grace Episcopal School PreK-5 100 Hybrid

Immanuel Lutheran School PreK-8 190 Did not respond to inquires

Queen of Apostles Catholic School K-8 126 In person

Saint Rita Catholic School PreK-8 270 In person

St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School PreK-12 1,140 Undecided

The Basilica School of Saint Mary PreK-8 720 In person

Private schools' fall plans

CHART/LYVI SIEG
Note: All Alexandria schools that have opted for in-person or hy-
brid models have virtual options for students with health risks or 
those uncomfortable with attending classes in person.
*Episcopal announced on Wednesday that it would delay its 
in-person reopening until Oct. 2 and 3.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS   FROM | 1

SEE PRIVATE SCHOOLS | 11
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ALL  
FOOTWEAR
ALL FASHION 

CLOTHING %80off

%50
to

%70off

%50
to

ENTIRE STOCK OF 
BRAS AND BASICS%60off

%50
to

ALL IN-STORE, IN-STOCK 
HOME APPLIANCES%70off

%30
to

STORE CLOSING
WE ARE OPEN AND TAKING EVERY PRECAUTION

%80off
ALL FINE GOLD, SILVER, 
DIAMOND & GEMSTONE 

JEWELRY*
*10K gold unless otherwise specified.

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

DISCOUNTS AT THIS STORE ONLY:

ALEXANDRIA
LANDMARK MALL 

5901 Duke St.

ALL SALES FINAL, NO REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES. OPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, 
MASTERCARD, DISCOVER AND SEARS CARD. WE ACCEPT SEARS GIFT CARDS. DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO 

PREPAID GIFT CARDS AND PHONE CARDS. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. THIS STORE IS NOT 
PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT SEARS CIRCULARS. THIS EVENT EXCLUDES ELECTROLUX AND TEMPUR-PEDIC. 

Now Hiring, Full & Part Time Seasonal Help,  
apply in store or online @ https://jobs.sears.com
STORE FIXTURES, FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT FOR SALE NOW!

resulting in students being 
on campus either two or three 
days per week.

B.I.’s current hybrid plan 
aligns with phase three of 
the state’s reopening re-
quirements, but if Gov. 
Ralph Northam (D-VA) re-
verts back to phase one or 
two, B.I. will switch to 100% 
remote learning.

Fusion Academy, a much 
smaller school of about 65 
students that specializes in 
one-on-one learning, plans 
to have no more than 40 stu-
dents and staff on campus at 
any given time.

Patti Culbreth, head of 
school at Grace Episcopal 
School, declined to share de-
tails about Grace’s reopening 
plan since it is not final but 
said it is best defined as a hy-
brid approach.

Blessed Sacrament’s hy-
brid plan is to give students 
two distinctive options: in 
building or virtual at home, 
according to Principal Val-
erie Garcia. She did not share 
details of the plan.

One overarching pattern at 
schools that have any kind of 
virtual learning is a focus on 
synchronous learning, as op-
posed to asynchronous learn-
ing, meaning that students 
will participate in real-time 
instruction, rather than watch 
pre-recorded videos.

Virtual days in B.I.’s hy-
brid model are designed to 
feel as much like in-person 
classes as possible, Head of 
School Kathleen McNutt said. 

“Our students are going to 
be required to have their face 
on the screen so that the teach-
ers can see them,” McNutt 
said. “And our students will 
have to have on their uniform 
polo so that they can be pres-
ent virtually just as they would 
be in the classroom.”

As for teachers, many of 
the private schools’ published 
back-to-school plans do not 
detail what will happen to 
teachers who are high risk or 
concerned about returning 

to teach classes in person. 
McNutt said B.I. is being flex-
ible with its faculty.

“We do have a couple fac-
ulty members who made the 
decision to take a year’s leave 
of absence for their fami-
lies, and we do have a couple 
teachers who are at high risk 
and so they will be teaching 
fully virtually, and we’ll have 
a proctor in the classroom for 
that,” McNutt said.

Because many private 
schools are committing to 
in-person or hybrid models 
for the coming school year, 
many have reported an in-
flux of student applications. 

“It’s been a very active 
summer for admissions,” 
Scott Baytosh, head of school 
at Alexandria Country Day 
School, said. “We’re fortu-
nate that we have some ca-
pacity so we’ve been able to 
bring people on board.” 

McNutt attributed the in-
creased interest to the coro-
navirus and public schools’ 
remote learning plans. 

“Once the [public schools] 
announced that they were 
going to be fully virtual, we 
certainly had an increase in 
applications to Bishop Ireton,” 
McNutt said. “That said, we 
have not been accepting all of 
them. We had to put a hold be-
cause we wanted to make sure 
that whatever we had in terms 
of enrollment would be safe 
within the parameters of our 
physical distancing protocols.” 

B.I. currently has 780 stu-
dents enrolled for the 2020-
2021 school year. The school 
does not plan to accept more 
than 795 students, despite 
having capacity for 925, 
McNutt said. 

Private schools that have 
not yet announced their plans 
for reopening are Alexandria 
Country Day School, Burgun-
dy Farm Country Day School, 
Commonwealth Academy and 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes 
School. Immanuel Lutheran 
School could not be reached for 
comment and has not outlined 
reopening plans on its website.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

PRIVATE SCHOOLS FROM | 10



12 |AUGUST 13, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Beautiful 
Roberta

Roberta hopes her 
forever home is 
perfect for a quiet 

and beautiful cat 
that just wants to be 
loved.

Due to COVID-19 we are only doing 
adoptions by appointment. For more 
information contact King Street Cats: 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.
Visit us at www.kingstreetcats.org

Sarita G. Schotta, Ph.D. 
passed away in Fort Worth, 
Texas on Aug. 5, 2020, at 
age 83. She was born July 
23, 1937. Sarita was a native 
of Fort Worth, a graduate 
of Paschal High School and 
Texas Christian University. 
She married Charles Schot-
ta on Sept. 9, 1960, and they 
lived most of their adult lives 
in Alexandria, Virginia.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Charles Schotta; her par-
ents, Lottie and John Gat-
tis; her brother, Jack Gat-
tis, and his wife, Carolyn; 
her niece, Lana Kay Camp-
bell; and her brother-in-
law, Alan Schotta.

She is survived by two 
nieces, Carla Jo Peikoff and 
husband, Nicky, of Alvara-
do, Texas  and Lori Ellen 
Skjong-Nilsen and husband, 
Stig, of Burleson, Texas; sis-

ter-in-law, Gloria Schotta, 
of Fort Worth, Texas and 10 
great-nieces and nephews. 

No memorial event is 
scheduled at this time. Any 
donations in Sarita’s memo-
ry can be made to the Alz-
heimer’s Association or the 
Animal Welfare League of 
Alexandria.

Sarita G. Schotta
OBITUARY

COURTESY PHOTO

www.belliesbabies.com
1913 Mount Vernon Ave. 

703-518-8908

Visit our  
$1, $2 & $3 bins 

for unbelievable 
deals!

Aug 15 & 16

Sidewalk 
Sale!

Grace Episcopal School 
may officially be on summer 
break, but this summer is un-
like any other. Administra-
tors and teachers have been 
busying themselves, prepar-
ing for a lengthy list of pos-
sible eventualities that they 
may face this fall or even 
throughout the school year. 

This spring was uncharted 
territory for everyone. Stu-
dents' well-being, both social-
ly and emotionally, has been 
tested, leaving many families 
wondering how to best sup-
port their children through 
these summer months. The 
most obvious change for chil-
dren is a sudden socialization 
void in their lives.

Grace’s early childhood 
director, Mary Kate Holland, 
suggested that families cre-
ate opportunities to inter-
act by playing games. Card 
games, board games, outside 
games or sport games act as 
a simple and fun way to en-
courage social-emotional de-
velopment at home. 

“Games offer an excellent 

opportunity for our students 
to practice taking turns, 
sharing, rule following and 
problem solving, all skills 
they would practice through-
out the day in the classroom,” 
Holland said.

Assigned chores or house-
hold responsibilities also al-
low children to feel like they 
are participating members of 
the team.

It’s also important for 
children to interact with 
peers. Some Grace families 
have continued to hold class 
lunch Zoom gatherings, and 
Zoom playdates are now the 
cool thing to do. 

The fear of getting 
COVID-19 seems to be sig-
nificant for children. Hol-
land suggests that families 
talk about COVID-19 in an 
age-appropriate way and 
give children ways they can 
feel more in control. Children 
can practice washing hands, 
remaining at a safe distance 
and wearing masks so that 
these safe practices are al-
ready a part of their routine 

as they slowly move back into 
a more typical world.  

Several families have 
shared that children are also 
struggling with a less obvi-
ous byproduct of COVID-19: 
anxiety, which presents it-
self in many different ways. 
Grace encourages families 
to practice communicating 
feelings with their children, 
not just when the feelings are 
fresh, but also when natural 
in conversation.  

Some families have also 
identified that their children 
are experiencing emotional 
unrest and confusion sur-
rounding the tension of the 
Black Lives Matter move-
ment. We encourage families 
to have developmentally ap-
propriate conversations about 
the importance of social jus-
tice, empathy and inclusion.

Grace’s leadership is proud 
of the way its community has 
handled the challenges of 
distance learning and beyond 
and remains committed to 
helping students continue to 
learn and grow. 

Over the course of five 
weeks this summer, St. Ste-
phen’s and St. Agnes School 
has been offering 12 in-per-
son camps across two of its 
campuses. On a given week, 
there could be as many as 
eight camps running with 
approximately 150 campers 
total.

SSSAS hired a pandemic 

safety coordinator to manage 
screening processes, PPE/
cleaning supply inventory 
and daily cleaning. All camp-
ers undergo health screen-
ings during carpool, includ-
ing a temperature check and 
symptom questionnaire. 
High-touch surfaces are 
wiped down throughout the 
day, and each camper group 

has a caddy of cleaning sup-
plies, including virucide, 
hand sanitizer and wipes. 
Camper groups do not mix, 
and campers are outside as 
much as possible.

One of the camps that is 
new this year is called Safe-
Zone Sports and features 
non-contact sports games 
and activities.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Grace students continue  
social-emotional learning at 
home this summer

St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes  
implements safe summer camps
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Alexandria Sidewalk Sale
EXTRA 60% OFF

Already-Reduced Sale Apparel
& 40% OFF

Reduced Jewelry & Accessories

Thursday, August 13th
Friday, August 14th

Saturday, August 15th
Sunday, August 16th

10-6
10-6
10-6
12-5

320 Prince Street, Old Town | (703) 996-9074
In store only!

WWW.SARACAMPBELL.COM | @SARACAMPBELLLTD

1127 King Street, 

Alexandria, VA  

703.566.5885 

info@ 
serafinoleather.com  

f: serafinoitalianleather 
I: @serafinoleather

As a result of its one-on-
one teaching model, Fusion 
Academy Alexandria easily 
switched to virtual teaching 
on March 16, making parents 
happy and relieved that their 
children would still be in 
school, but unsure what vir-
tual school would mean.

For one Fusion family, 
schools and jobs going virtu-
al meant adventure. Seventh 
grader Lukas and his fami-
ly hit the road in an RV, and 
suddenly, Lukas started at-
tending class from Colorado. 

“Our road trip intention 
was to see as much of Col-
orado as we could, finding 
remote places to mountain 
bike, hike, swim and fish,” 
Lukas’ dad said. “We were 
off-grid, using free camping 
options in national forests 
and preserved lands. We also 
did a week in Moab to ride the 
classic Slickrock Trails before 
winding our way home in 
week three.”

Through this challeng-
ing spring and summer, 
students have been continu-
ously supported by Fusion’s 
virtual Homework Café. 

They can check in and get 
help with homework or tech 
issues or play games with 
other students. 

Additionally, Fusion stu-
dents have flocked to sum-
mer clubs via Zoom to fight 
quarantine fatigue and see 
their friends. Minecraft 
Challenges club was an im-
mediate hit, but chess club 
and a social justice themed 
book club for high school 

students are also well at-
tended. 

This fall, Fusion is ex-
pecting about two thirds 
of its student body back on 
campus for a hybrid sched-
ule. With fewer than 40 staff 
and students on campus at 
any given time, and all class-
es happening one-on-one, 
students and teachers will 
be social distancing, sani-
tizing and wearing masks.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Fusion finds the silver lining 
in virtual school

COURTESY PHOTO
Seventh grader Lukas attends a class virtually from Colorado with his teacher, Giselle Lopez.
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703 797 3800  |  HERMITAGENOVA.ORG  |  5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  |  ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311

LET’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

LIVE  ON YOUR OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living 
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the 
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents, 
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to 
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your 
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic 
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you 
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern 
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.

Loren Russell Larson, 80, 
of Alexandria, passed away 
at his home on Aug. 3, 2020.  
Services are being planned 
for September 2020 and de-
tails will be provided at a 
later date. 

Loren was born in Am-
brose, North Dakota to Leon-
ard and Rodella Larson on 
Aug. 6, 1939.  He grew up on a 
farm outside of Crosby, North 
Dakota where he attended 
high school.  He went on to 
graduate with a B.S. from 
North Dakota State Univer-
sity in 1960 and a M.A. and 
Ph.D. (ABD) at the University 
of Maryland in 1969. He also 
completed post graduate pro-
grams at the U.S. Army War 
College in 1980 and the Har-
vard Business School in 1981. 

Loren married Jean 
(Jeanie) Rhyne in Okinawa, 
Japan in 1963 where they 
met while he was serving 
as a platoon leader in the 

United States Marine Corps. 
He transitioned to the U.S. 
Army and later to the De-
partment of Defense, Senior 
Executive Service (SES-IV) 
as deputy to the assistant 
secretary of defense at the 
Pentagon in Arlington.  He 
retired from government 
service in 1994 and went on 
to establish his own con-
sulting firm and serve on 
the board of directors of 
several companies. He was 
the author of many articles 
on national defense and in-
telligence topics through-
out his career. 

Loren was a devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather and 
friend to many. He served as 
a volunteer coach for his chil-
dren’s teams in the Alexan-
dria Soccer Association and 
actively followed his grand-
children’s sports and ex-
tra-curricular programs. At 
parties or dinners, Loren was 

often found engaged in spir-
ited political conversations, 
while sipping on a Jack Dan-
iels Manhattan, that usual-
ly ended in a laugh or hug. 
He loved having family and 
friends gather at the house 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains 
to attend concerts and share 
his passion for music. He was 
an enthusiastic singer who 
attended many performanc-
es at the Kennedy Center but 
also had a soft spot for coun-
try music, in particular Wil-
lie Nelson. Loren was a histo-
ry buff who loved to read and 
share stories with others. He 
also enjoyed traveling and 
was fortunate to have visit-
ed many European locations 
with Jeanie and his in-laws.

He is survived by his be-
loved wife Jeanie Larson of 
Alexandria, his son Loren 
Larson II and wife Erin of 
Fairfax, son Greg Larson 
of Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, 

Florida, and son Kris Larson 
and wife Jenifer of Alexan-
dria; his eight grandsons 
Trey, Erik, Seth, Gregory, 
Phillip, Patrick, Riley and 
Owen; his two sisters Kathy 
Lervick and Renee Han-
sen and their families. Lo-
ren is preceded in death by 
his parents, Leonard and 

Rodella Larson.
Memorial donations may 

be made in his honor to the 
Cancer Research Institute 
( ht tps: // w w w.cancer res-
earch.org/) and the Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church of 
Alexandria  (https://wpc-al-
ex.org/).

Loren Russell Larson
OBITUARY

COURTESY PHOTO
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TimesLivinq
BY ELIZABETH HOLM

In this new era of social 
distancing, many of us feel 
uncomfortable inviting peo-
ple over for lunch or throw-
ing a dinner party. We are 
legitimately afraid of putting 
others at risk for catching a 
virus that could make them 
seriously ill. Instead, we have 
opted to stay close at home 
with our immediate family, 
schedule multiple Zoom hap-
py hours or sit 6 feet apart in 
lawn chairs with neighbors 
on driveways, desperate to 
maintain our social ties.  

Research shows that this 
new norm has created a sig-
nificant increase in gener-
alized anxiety, triggered re-
lapses in eating disorders and 
adversely affected our overall 
mental health. Many of us are 
lonely and, simply, not happy. 
Given things are not expect-
ed to change anytime soon, 
we are all looking for creative 
ways to get together and en-
joy life while still staying safe.

The good news is that it is 
still possible to entertain our 
friends at home without the 
fear of taking unnecessary 
risks. Sharing a meal with 
friends is one of the ways 
many of us relax, feel good 
and get energized for a gruel-
ing workweek. Breaking bread 
together builds relationships 

and helps us feel connected to 
each other. That connection 
is even stronger when we are 
all eating the same food. But 
what is the best way for us to 
do that?

Outdoor dining in our 
backyards with individual 
tables makes having a dinner 
party possible. CDC guide-
lines for restaurants can 
easily be applied to our own 

homes. Set up small 2- to 
3-foot tables 6 feet apart on 
your deck or patio. Use co-
ordinating tablecloths, and 
while wearing a mask, set the 
tables with glasses and uten-
sils for one person or two peo-
ple who are social distancing 
together. Add flowers and 
candles on each table for a de-
lightful ambiance. 

Set up a separate table for 
the bar with wine bottles, al-
cohol, glasses and hand sani-

tizer. Designate one person to 
serve drinks wearing a mask 
and using hand sanitizer fre-
quently. For the cocktail hour, 
arrange chairs 6 feet apart 
with small separate tray-ta-
bles. Individual plates can 
be pre-plated with cheese, 
crackers and hor d’oerves 
and placed on the tables be-
fore guests arrive. You can 
even provide small individual 
bowls of nuts for each person 
or couple. 

The meal itself should 
be both prepared and plat-
ed while wearing a mask and 
washing your hands before, 
during and after. One idea for 
a simple picnic is delicious 
tomato, basil and mozzarel-
la sandwiches on sourdough 
bread. Place them on individ-
ual plates, covered with plas-
tic wrap, for people to pick up 
and take to their tables. Each 
table can have its own bowl 
of chips or salad for guests to 
add to their plates. For more 
elaborate meals, put a basket 
of bread and butter on each 
table, and, wearing a mask, 
plate and serve each guest’s 
meal. And for a special des-
sert, bake individual pies for 
each table to share.

There are still plenty 
of warm summer nights to 
throw a dinner party and 
show-off your creative skills. 
Remember, wash your hands 
frequently before setting the 
tables, preparing the meal 
and serving the plates. Reas-
sure your friends they can get 
out of their house and share 
a meal knowing they will be 
safe. Break bread together, 6 
feet apart, and have fun.

Elizabeth Holm, DrPH, RD 
is a registered dietitian in 

private practice in Alexan-
dria. She can be reached at 

emholmrd@gmail.com.

How to host a socially distanced dinner party
RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

CALENDAR
August and September events
Create dorm decor, attend the sidewalk sale and more.  |   Page 16

HOMES
Hot stuff
Discover some plants that beat the heat.  |   Page 16

PHOTO/ELIZABETH HOLM 
CDC guidelines for restaurants can easily be applied to a home 
setting. Set up small 2- to 3-foot tables 6 feet apart on your deck 
or patio.

ELIZABETH HOLM
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BY MARTY ROSS

Gardeners can retreat to 
a cool spot indoors when the 
temperature soars. Plants 
have to stay put. Fortunately, 
a surprising variety of flow-
ers not only tolerate the heat, 
but thrive in it. Summertime 
is their prime time.

To be sure, you can't 
neglect the care of plants 
during hot, dry spells, but 
heat-tolerant plants, wheth-
er in flower beds or in big 
pots, don't need coddling.

“Heat tolerance is a real-
ly important trait for us be-
cause we all know that con-
sumers don't always know 
about plant care and water-
ing,” Claire Josephson, prod-
uct marketing manager for 
PanAmerican Seed, said.

PanAmerican Seed is a 
plant-breeding company 
known for introducing Wave 
petunias – among other top 
performers – to the Ameri-
can market. 

“We are trying to breed 
bulletproof plants, and the 

more risk we can take out, 
the better," Josephson said.

This year is the 25th an-
niversary of the Wave series 
of petunias, known for their 
nonstop color, spreading hab-
it and versatility in beds and 
containers. But Wave petu-
nias are only one example of 
flowers that bloom happily 
through the steamy days of 
summer. Pentas, salvias, di-
anthus, impatiens, vinca, be-
gonias and many others keep 
the garden looking lively in 
temperatures that can cause 
people to melt. While you 
move to a shady spot on the 
patio or enjoy your view of the 
garden from a window, bright 
summer flowers keep produc-
ing fresh blooms in the hot-
test sun, and butterflies float 
in on warm summer breezes 
to visit them, too.

“What's exciting to me is 
there are more heat-tolerant 
flowers all the time,” Jus-
tin Hancock, horticultural 
craftsman at the plant brand 
Monrovia, said. “You get 
certain types of color in the 

summer that you just don't 
see in spring.”

Angelonia is one of Han-
cock's absolute favorites, for 
its deep colors, spikey form 
and fragrant flowers. 

“They smell like sugar 
cookies,” he said.

Breeders are often look-
ing over their shoulders 
when they work to solve gar-
deners' problems – they find 
inspiration and opportunity 
in well-known and beloved 
plants of the past that just 
need a modern touch of color 
and a shot of vigor to appeal 
to new gardeners. 

The Lucky Star series of 
pentas is an example. Lucky 
Star is relatively new, and 
Josephson is excited about it 
for its continuous blooming 
habit, great colors, compact 
size and pollinator-friendly 
flowers. Each flower head is 
made up of hundreds of small 
blooms. Pentas make a big 
impression from a distance, 
and the many tiny flowers 

HOMES 

PHOTO/PROVEN WINNERS 
In this window box, bright yellow Luscious Bananarama and orange Luscious Marmalade lantanas are 
paired with superbells and supertunias.

Hot stuff: plants 
that beat the heat

AUGUST 13

CARLYLE HOUSE ARCHITEC-
TURE TOUR Carlyle House is one 
of the finest examples of Georgian 
Architecture on the East Coast. Join 
a one-hour tour of Carlyle House 
solely focused on the architecture 
and restoration of Carlyle House. 
This tour will be offered on a 
monthly basis. Reservations are 
required as space is limited. All 
COVID-procedures will be in place 
during this tour. 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: https://bit.ly/3iwUEJi

TEEN NIGHT DROP OFF: AD-
VANCED ROOM AND DORM 
DÉCOR PROJECTS Join AR 
Workshop Alexandria for a special 
Teen Drop Off Night to create room 
or college dorm décor. Choose from 
new dorm room designs, custom 
clocks, chalkboards, organizers 
and more.  Make something cus-
tom. This event is for age 13 to 
19. Guests are welcome to bring 
a snack to enjoy during the work-
shop. Due to COVID-19, the max 
capacity for the workshop will be 
eight guests. 
Time: 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
Location: 1212 King St. 
Information: www.arwork-
shop.com/event/?loc=alexan-
dria&ev=179904

AUGUST 15 & 16

ALEXANDRIA SUMMER SIDE-
WALK SALE One of the longest 
running seasonal summer shop-
ping events returns to Old Town and 
Del Ray. The event features free 
parking and more than 50 Alexan-
dria boutiques stepping out of their 
storefronts and offering deeply 
discounted summer merchandise. 
Shoppers are invited to don their 
most stylish face covering and fol-
low the map of participating stores 
to safely stroll outdoors along 
Alexandria’s red brick sidewalks for 
end-of-summer savings from locally 
owned boutiques. 
Time: All day 
Location: Throughout Old Town 
and Del Ray 
Information: www.visitalexandri-
ava.com/things-to-do/shopping/
sidewalksale

AUGUST 21

ALEXANDRIA RESTAURANT 
WEEK TO-GO For 10 days and 
two weekends, more than 60 
restaurants in Alexandria will offer 
a $49 takeout, delivery or curbside 
pick-up dinner for two during Al-
exandria Restaurant Week To-Go. 
This year, guests are encouraged to 
bring Alexandria Restaurant Week 
home and enjoy special menus 
from the comfort of their dining 

room table, porch or couch. Partic-
ipating restaurants include Chee-
setique, Spice Kraft Indian Bistro, 
Taqueria Picoso and Yunnan By 
Potomac Noodle House. This event 
lasts from Aug. 21 to 30. 
Time: Hours vary 
Location: Throughout Alexandria 
Information: www.visitalexan-
driava.com/restaurants/restau-
rant-week/

AUGUST 23

JONES POINT PARK CLEAN-
UP For a few fun hours, help clean 
up the beautiful Jones Point Park. 
Clean-ups will be held on the fourth 
Sunday of July, August and October. 
Litter warriors should wear comfort-
able clothes they don't mind getting 
dirty and gloves. Bring sunscreen 
and water to stay hydrated. Litter 
grabbers, trash bags and a limited 
supply of gloves will be provided. 
RSVP required at www.waterwayad-
vocates.org. 
Time: Registration from 8:30 to 9 
a.m., clean-up from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Location: 100 Jones Point Drive 
Information: www.waterwayadvo-
cates.org

AUGUST 25

TELL ME YOUR NAME Join Car-
lyle House Historic Park staff for a 
tour focusing on the experiences of 
the enslaved community at Carlyle 
House and his plantations. The 
guided tour will explore the histori-
cal context of slavery in 18th centu-
ry Alexandria and the importance of 
ongoing research efforts to connect 
with descendants. Reservations 
are required as space is limited. All 
COVID-procedures will be in place 
during this tour. 
Time: 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: https://bit.
ly/3fQPd60

SEPTEMBER 13

VIRTUAL GEORGE WASH-
INGTON PATRIOT RUN Race 
through history during the area's 
most unique 10-miler/5K! New 
this year: Mount Vernon will of-
fer a 10-mile race along with its 
popular 5K! The USATF-certified 
10 mile and 5K course takes 
runners up and down the scenic 
George Washington Memorial 
Parkway and traces Washington’s 
footsteps through the historic 
area at Mount Vernon. Cross the 
finish line with the beautiful Man-
sion in view and enjoy a beer on 
the 12-acre field! There will also 
be concessions, music and an 
awards ceremony for the races' 
top finishers. 
Time: 7:15 a.m. 
Location: 3200 Mt. Vernon Me-
morial Highway 
Information: https://bit.ly/33SXRPa

CALENDAR

EDITOR'S NOTE:
The Times encourages residents to continue to follow Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s (D-VA) “Safer at Home” guidance, to maintain physi-
cal distance from others and to wear masks in public. SEE HOT STUFF | 17
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are also charming up close. 
Old-fashioned vincas are 

back in style these days, too, 
Josephson said, in part thanks 
to PanAm's Tattoo series, 
which introduced a bold pal-
ette emphasizing fruit colors, 
such as tangerine, papaya, 
raspberry and black cherry. 
They have caught on with 
young gardeners and are now 
among the company's top sell-
ers, she said.

Putting together great 
combinations of long-bloom-
ing plants is a specialty of the 
plant brand Proven Winners, 
which shares inspiration with 
gardeners in annual idea books 
featuring landscape ideas and 
combos for pots and hanging 
baskets. For consistent sum-
mer color when the weather is 
sizzling hot, lantanas are hard 
to beat, and Proven Winners 

combinations make the most 
of these tough plants. Ver-
benas, which start blooming 
in late spring and keep going 
through summer and into fall, 
are also easy, hard-working 
stars of container or flow-
er-bed plantings, and favorites 
of PW designers. 

Colorful foliage plants 
have a lot to contribute to 
summer gardens, too, accord-
ing to Penny Merritt-Price, 
research coordinator at 
Young's Plant Farm, a whole-
sale nursery in Alabama. 
The plant farm maintains an 
All-America Selections test 
garden, and Merritt-Price is a 
judge, rating the performance 
of hundreds of plants every 
year, comparing new intro-
ductions and recommending 
top plants for AAS awards.

“Coleus are awesome,” 
Merritt Price said. “They re-
ally lighten up a space in the 

shade – and they're great in 
blazing sun, too,”

Coleus are colorful, tough 
and versatile, and they don't 
need flowers to make a gar-
den sparkle. Breeders have 
introduced dozens of coleus 
varieties, dwarf and tall co-
leus, with interesting foliage 

shapes and intense colors 
from deep red to chartreuse.

Merritt-Price also likes 
sweet-potato vines as 
ground-cover or accent foliage 
plants. Her favorites are the 
compact Sweet Georgia Heart 
series and the Spotlight series 
of vines. Previous generations 

of sweet-potato vines were 
fast-growing plants that were 
inclined to take over a flow-
er bed, flowerpot or hanging 
basket. New varieties look 
lush and luxurious, but they're 
well-behaved companions and 
will not run rampant through 
your carefully designed plant-
ing combinations.

It's never too late in the 
season to pump up the color 
in your flower beds or pots 
with new plants, especially 
when there are so many great 
choices. Garden shops and 
the garden departments of 
big-box stores are committed 
to keeping their inventories 
up this summer, to meet in-
creased demand as families 
spend more time at home. 
Hot-weather plants available 
now will have your garden 
soaring through the rest of 
the gardening season. They're 
hotter than a heat wave.

Enjoy the independence 
of a townhome with the 
amenities of a condominium.

Imagine the Robinson 
Landing lifestyle – shopping 
at the marketplace, dining 
at the waterfront restaurant 
or spending time on the pier 
without leaving the neighbor-
hood. Love to exercise? Check 
out the onsite fitness center, 
yoga studio and bike shop. 
There is no need to go to the 
groomers with a pet spa onsite. 
Amazon addict? Packages will 
be safely stored away from the 
elements in the package room. 

Build new friendships 
with neighbors in the resi-
dents’ lounge or on the prom-
enade at the waterfront park. 

Need dinner reservations 
or theater tickets? Just chat 
with the concierge. Enjoy all 
of these benefits for an HOA 
fee of $417 per month.  

From the entrance on-
wards, recognize the high-

end finishes and design. A 
former model home, this res-
idence has wide-plank hard-
wood floors, 10-foot ceilings, 
Snaidero Italian cabinetry 
and Thermador and Bosch 
appliances. 

Natural light floods the 
home with window walls on 
the eastern and western ex-
posures. The open main lev-
el includes the living room, 
dining room and kitchen 
with an adjacent balcony. 
This spacious three-bed-
room, 3.5-bathroom home 
offers additional living space 
in the lower level den and 
upper level loft. Enjoy sun-
sets from the rooftop deck 
with an outdoor wet-bar. 
Park your cars in a private 
two-car garage.

This home was recently 
reduced in price by $70,000. 
This residence is available by 
appointment for in-person 
and virtual tours.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Waterfront living in Robinson Landing

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us now for a FREE estimate. Our summer schedule is filling up fast! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Location: 302 S. Union St.

Neighborhood: Old Town 

Price:  $1,850,000

HOA fee: $417 per month

Square feet: 2274

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 3.5

Parking: Two-car garage

Year built: 2019

Contact: Nancy Perkins

703-402-5599

TTR Sotheby’s 

International Realty

nancy.perkins@

sothebysrealty.com

nancyperkins.ttrsir.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 
HOT STUFF FROM | 16

PHOTO/PROVEN WINNERS 
Caladiums are subtropical plants that are at their best in sum-
mer's heat and humidity.

Left: Live the waterfront lifestyle – catch a sunrise, dine on the 
Pier or hop aboard a river cruise.
Right: Enjoy the sleek Italian cabinetry and Thermador and 
Bosch appliances.

PHOTO/HOMEVISIT PHOTO/EYA
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To the editor: 
The Alexandria Human Rights 

Ordinance established the Alex-
andria Human Rights Commis-
sion in 1975. The commission 
comprises 14 members appoint-
ed by city council for three-year 
terms. The AHRC works to ensure, 
among other things, that Alexan-
drians are treated fairly and in 
accordance with applicable state 
and local laws and regulations. 

Between the two of us, we 
served 11 years on the AHRC as 
liaisons to the economic oppor-
tunities commission, the com-

mission for women, as well as ex-
ecutive committee member, first 
vice-chair and chair.

Annually, the AHRC meets with 
the Alexandria Police Department 
to discuss progress in addressing 
discrimination within the depart-
ment, goals to support diversity and 
inclusion and to review data provid-
ed to analyze statistical disparities 
with minority groups or specific 
segments of the community.

The AHRC executive commit-
tee is the only civilian group that 

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Last week, we wrote about Alexandria City Public Schools’ back-to-school 
plan, which involves 100% virtual learning for the start of the 2020-2021 school 
year. This week, we took a look at the other schools in Alexandria – the private 
and religious institutions. 

While some of these schools are still undecided, the schools that have an-
nounced their back-to-school plans have largely favored some degree of in-per-
son instruction.

For the most part, this is unsurprising. 
Overall, private schools tend to have smaller populations than public schools. 

This rings especially true in Alexandria, where the public school system has 
been facing a capacity crunch that makes the idea of starting in-person classes 
in already-congested classrooms a logistical nightmare.  

ACPS serves more than 15,000 total students. The largest private school in Al-
exandria, St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School, which serves students pre-K through 
grade 12, has just a fraction of that at 1,140 students. See our graph on page 10 for 
a list of the student populations at Alexandria’s various private schools.

Smaller student populations and less overcrowding mean it’s easier to establish 
distance among students and staff and monitor them for COVID-19 symptoms. 
It’s also easier to establish hybrid virtual/in-person plans.

Take Bishop Ireton High School: The school has divided its 780 students al-
phabetically by last name so that half the student body will be on campus at 
any given time. The groups rotate in and out every two days, attending classes 
remotely on the out-of-classroom days. The model is feasible for an administra-
tion that needs to develop a plan for only 780 students who go to school on one 
campus. It gets a lot more complicated when you try to apply the model to ACPS, 
a division that manages almost 20 times the students, 18 times the buildings and 
three times the grade levels. 

In addition to having smaller student populations, private schools are inde-
pendently funded, and they aren’t necessarily bound by the regulations that public 
schools must follow, such as transportation and special education requirements. 

There’s no doubt that reopening in any capacity is a major challenge for both 
private and public schools, but for these reasons, it’s a little more feasible for 
private schools.

As for the individual reopening plans at Alexandria’s private schools, each 
model seems to make sense for its institution on the surface.

Episcopal High School, the only all-boarding school in Alexandria, is inviting 
students back to campus for full-time instruction starting on Oct. 2. This makes 
sense for a boarding school, where leaders can limit the comings and goings to 
and from campus. They’ve also committed to testing all students and staff for 
COVID-19 multiple times – an admirable and necessary feat for a school following  
an in-person model.

While the other in-person schools haven’t committed to testing, which could 
end up hurting them in the long run, most plans we’ve seen are highly detailed 
when it comes to safety protocols – from distancing and mask-wearing to symp-
tom screening and temperature checks.

These plans are clearly well thought out, but when school is back in session, 
the safety of students and staff is going to come to down to two things: enforce-
ment and adaptation. 

Schools will need to strictly enforce the plans that they’ve spelled out, wheth-
er that means sending home students with temperatures, disciplining those who 
refuse to wear masks or keeping desks 6 feet apart. If the regulations and mea-
sures aren’t enforced, an outbreak is inevitable. 

Of course, an outbreak could be inevitable anyway, which brings us to adapta-
tion: Schools must be ready to adapt to a new plan if their initial back-to-school 
model doesn’t work out. If in-person protocols are too hard to enforce, switch to 
hybrid. If there’s an outbreak of COVID-19 cases, switch to virtual. 

These back-to-school plans look safe on paper, but only time will tell if 
they’re sustainable.

Differing back-to-school approaches

Independent police 
auditor needed

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

SEE POLICE AUDITOR | 19

The AHRC executive committee is the only 
civilian group that receives brief summaries 
prepared by APD of closed internal investigations 

involving past civilian complaints of unnecessary 
force, harassment, demanding language, hate crimes/
biased policing and the use of excessive force.”
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receives brief summaries prepared 
by APD of closed internal inves-
tigations involving past civilian 
complaints of unnecessary force, 
harassment, demanding language, 
hate crimes/biased policing and 
the use of excessive force. The brief 
summaries the executive commit-
tee members receive are not com-
prehensive investigative reports 
nor are they publicly available.

In fact, these reports are giv-
en at the beginning of a meeting 
and collected at the end. This pre-
vents committee members from 
conducting thoughtful analysis, 
obtaining input from the entire 
commission or community and 
conducting trend analysis to make 
informed recommendations. 

In order to engage in sufficient 
civilian police oversight, we urge 
city council to hire a professional 
independent police auditor who 
works with the Community Police 
Review Board established by Reso-
lution 2950 on June 9.

An independent police auditor, 
and collaborating review board, must 
be independent of law enforcement, 
have sufficient resources and fund-
ing to support its operations and 
have access to police files and data 
to make informed recommendations 
to law enforcement, city council and 
the Alexandria community.

As commissioners, we advocated 
for more data transparency with APD 
and the public. Specifically, we advo-
cate for the passage of an ordinance 
that would require APD to collect 
and report all interactions between 
police officers and civilians, includ-
ing referrals to the police within Al-
exandria City Public Schools.

The ordinance has not been in-
cluded on the city council docket; 
however, we believe there is a con-
tinued need for the collection and 
report of disaggregated data based 
on race of traffic stops, use of force, 
civilian complaints and stop-and-
frisk searches.

We believe it is necessary to have 
this data to advocate for policy, as-
sess policing practices in Alexan-
dria and to address any trends that 
reveal biased policing practices.

-Monika Jones Chapman, 
LaDonna Sanders,

Alexandria

Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

ACPS commits to equity for all
There is no doubt that these are 

unprecedented times.
No one could have predicted 

the global pandemic that closed 
our school buildings suddenly on 
March 13 and left us quickly piec-
ing together a virtual program to 
ensure that our students could 
continue to engage and learn and 
be fed meals through the end of the 
academic year.

Likewise, no one could 
have predicted that we 
would not be returning to 
school in our traditional 
fashion for the start of 
school this fall. In fact, 
almost everything about 
this situation has re-
quired us to think quick-
ly and adjust our course 
to navigate each day as it 
comes. One of the bright 
spots for ACPS is that, in 
the midst of the global pandemic in 
June, we adopted a new 2025 Stra-
tegic Plan, Equity for All. While the 
rest of the world may have continued 
to swim upstream, we took the time 
to assess our goals, reflect on our 
core values and ground ourselves in 
the meaning of our life’s work. 

The strategic plan could not have 
come at a better time or with a better 
message. Equity For All 2025 places 
racial equity at the heart of every deci-
sion and every action that ACPS takes.

Through the plan, ACPS has com-
mitted to providing an equitable, 
high-quality education that is acces-
sible and engaging to all students, 
while unapologetically dismantling 
systemic racism within our schools. 
Equity For All 2025 is a bold and cou-
rageous roadmap that will position 
ACPS as a national leader in redefin-
ing pre-K through 12 education as a 
deliberately inclusive and support-
ive experience where all succeed. 

This plan could not be more time-
ly or critical as our nation grapples 
with the action needed for anti-rac-
ism, and as we plan our instructional 
programming for the fall. This plan 
challenges us to act now to end the 
historical racial inequities within our 

public schools and ensure that every 
student and family gets the services 
and support they need and deserve to 
be successful in life. 

Given its focus on racial equity, 
and the dialogue in which our stra-
tegic planning team has engaged 
around this topic over the past year, 
it has served as the perfect backdrop 
for all the decision-making and fac-
tors that contributed to our plan-

ning to reopen schools 
this fall. Equity was top-
of-mind as we determined 
the feasibility of reopen-
ing schools while ensur-
ing that all students are 
provided with what they 
need to be successful in 
their individual academic 
journey. We were grateful 
for this guiding document 
at such a challenging 
time.

The strategic plan’s mission is to 
ensure success by inspiring students 
and addressing barriers to learning, 
and the vision is empowering all stu-
dents to thrive in a diverse and ev-
er-changing world. In our plan, we 
define five core values that ensure 
ACPS is welcoming, empowering, 
equity-focused, innovative and re-
sults-driven.

In addition, Equity for All 2025 
has five primary strategic goals: 
systemic alignment, instructional 
excellence, student accessibility and 
support, strategic resource alloca-
tion and family and community en-
gagement.

Each of these goals ensures that 
students are engaged in instruction, 
have access to the educational resourc-
es needed to enhance their learning 
and participate while in safe, friendly 
and welcoming environments.

The instructional model ACPS 
will be using this fall encompasses 
all of these values and aims to meet 
each of the goals. It strives to place 
equity at the heart of the services we 
will be providing to our students and 
their families to ensure each student 
and their family gets what they need.

The Virtual PLUS+ model we are 

adopting for the start of the new 
school year provides teaching and 
learning within virtual classrooms 
while providing additional support 
that students, staff and families will 
need to navigate the new content 
being taught, to build relationships 
with teachers and staff, and to stay 
connected to the school community. 

Our “PLUS+” includes provid-
ing enhanced and formalized social, 
emotional and academic learning 
support and expanded technology re-
sources so that all our students have 
access to technology, including our 
pre-K through second grade students 
who did not have access this spring.

In addition, the model includes 
childcare options in collaboration 
with our community partners for 
our most vulnerable families. It also 
provides continued access to meals 
to ensure our students stay healthy 
and ready to learn.

ACPS believes that the Virtual 
PLUS+ model is a strong launchpad 
from which to build as the division 
continues to plan for the return of 
in-person schooling as soon as it is 
feasible. 

Even as the ground underneath 
us keeps shifting as the pandemic 
presents new challenges, there is 
one constant, and that is our com-
mitment to equity for all. 

The challenges we have faced this 
summer might be unprecedented, 
inconvenient and even unpredict-
able. They also present us with an 
opportunity. As long as we remain 
true to our mission, vision, goals and 
core values, and we continue to en-
sure that racial equity is at the heart 
of everything we do, we will steer a 
safe, steady course through the fall 
and come out stronger for it. 

This is an opportunity to steer 
a different path — one that directly 
confronts our past, challenges his-
toric racial inequity and commits us 
to Equity for All. We must become an 
anti-racist school division, and the 
time is now.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.
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To the editor: 
Each year in March, Alex-

andria’s high school seniors 
are waiting to hear from 
colleges and universities – 
looking for that magical fat 
envelope that says “Con-
gratulations! You’ve been ac-
cepted!” But there are many 
talented and hard-working 
Alexandria students who 
have a greater worry, and are 
thinking, “If I get accepted, 
how will I ever be able to af-
ford college?”

With two out of three 
families at T.C. Williams High 
School living near or below 
the federal poverty level and 
receiving aid for free or re-
duced-price lunch, the need 
for college scholarships in 
this community is extraordi-
nary. Each year, many bright, 
industrious Alexandria stu-
dents are accepted to college, 
but get left behind simply be-
cause they cannot afford the 
cost of tuition. 

The Scholarship Fund of 
Alexandria, a local non-profit 
based at T.C. Williams, works 
to make college affordable 
and accessible for all Alex-
andria students despite their 
financial need. Our general 
fund scholarships now pro-
vide four-year college schol-
arships of $3,000 a year to 
the students most in need to 
help them get a college de-
gree and a better chance for 
a lifetime of success. I know 
this because I’ve been on the 
board of the Fund since 2013. 
My wife Libby and I have been 
contributors for more than 
20 years, beginning when 
we sent the first of our three 
children to T.C. Williams. 

The Scholarship Fund has 
been approved by Virginia 
to receive “Select Tax Credit 
Status” and can offer its sup-
porters a 65 percent tax cred-
it for charitable contribu-
tions on their Virginia state 
income taxes. For example, if 
a person gives $10,000, they 
would receive a $6,500 tax 
credit to help pay their Vir-

ginia state tax bill. 
If they give appreciated 

securities or need to take a 
required minimum distri-
bution from their individu-
al retirement account they 
would save more, potentially 
a great deal more, on their 
taxes. In fact, we have re-
ceived an increased amount 
of credits from the state this 
year. More importantly, in-
vestments like these pay div-
idends for our community. 

Remember that tax cred-
its are different than deduc-
tions. Tax credits result in a 
dollar-for-dollar reduction in 
actual Virginia tax bills. In a 
few cases, tax credits, along 
with other tax laws, can re-
sult in zero-cost charitable 
giving – the credits may in 
fact help residents save more 
in taxes than the amount of 
the gift. For instance, the 
tax credits are applicable to 
donations of stock and ap-
preciable assets and can fully 
eliminate capital gains taxes.

With tax credits available, 
this is a terrific time to help 
students in our community 
from families that are strug-
gling to make ends meet, 
students who are the first in 
their family to apply to col-
lege, students whose parents 
work multiple jobs just to pay 
the rent and feed the family.  

The tax credits available 
to the Scholarship Fund are 
limited and will be awarded 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis throughout the spring. 
A special information ses-
sion on tax credit benefits 
and how to access them will 
be held on Sunday at the 
home of School Board Chair 
Cindy Anderson and her hus-
band Mark. Please contact 
the fund for information at 
scholarshipfund@acps.k12.
va.us or 703-824-6730.  Our 
team will be happy to pro-
vide you with details about 
the information session or 
the tax credit process. 

Support the Scholarship Fund Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Collaborating to beat coronavirus
Alexandria City Public Schools and the 

Alexandria Health Department always work 
closely together whenever there is a flu out-
break in a school. We already take precau-
tions to ensure that ACPS schools and offic-
es remain clean and hygienic at this time of 
year when we often see outbreaks of flu and 
other viruses. 

These efforts have been intensified with 
the arrival of coronavirus in the United 
States. We are working particularly closely 
right now to monitor our schools in order to 
detect any possible future cluster 
of the coronavirus and contain it 
before it spreads.

All ACPS schools are cleaned 
daily. All of our classrooms are dis-
infected every day, and frequently 
touched areas such as doorknobs, 
faucet handles and handrails are 
wiped down. Hard surfaces such 
as desk tops, are wiped down twice 
per week, while all restrooms in all 
schools are cleaned using a hospi-
tal grade disinfectant. Soap dis-
pensers are also being checked three times a 
day during school hours.

Hand sanitizer is already provided in ev-
ery elementary school classroom and will be 
made available as soon as it is accessible in 
common areas at all schools. All students 
and staff will be encouraged to either wash 
their hands or use hand sanitizer prior to 
eating. In addition, hand sanitizer will be 
available on school buses and school buses 
will be cleaned multiple times each week. 

Helping to keep our schools and our com-
munity virus-free must be a collaborative ef-
fort. Everyone must participate – students, 
staff, families, volunteers and anyone in the 
community. Washing hands frequently is 
the most effective way that you can do this, 
and regular soap is OK.

ACPS is part of a multi-agency, citywide 
committee that plans for any health-related 
pandemic. We have a pandemic action plan 
that is currently being revised and adapted 
to meet the specifics of coronavirus should 
there be an outbreak in Alexandria.

The plan addresses specific activities 
necessary to keep schools open and operat-
ing while providing a clean and safe environ-
ment during an outbreak and the essential 
functions that must be performed by ACPS 
if schools are closed. At present, we have no 
intention of closing schools and our overall 
goal is to do all we can to maintain continu-

ity of operations while minimizing student 
and staff exposure.

Should we need to, however, we have a 
plan in place to continue learning – using 
the Chomebooks and technology students 
already use on a daily basis to facilitate on-
line study sessions and lessons. 

We are beginning to see cases of COVID-19 
in the D.C. region and we will continue to 
monitor the situation closely and use this 
time to continue preparing. ACPS staff par-
ticipated in a day-long, health-related table 

top emergency exercise in Janu-
ary 2020 – well before the corona-
virus appeared to be an issue. In 
addition, we are in constant con-
tact with the Alexandria Health 
Department to make sure we are 
doing everything we can to be 
ready and implement the neces-
sary precautions.

ACPS is taking part in a vir-
tual information session on 
COVID-19 on Thursday from 8 
to 9 p.m. Residents can watch 

the question and answer session live on the 
ACPS Facebook page or on the city’s Face-
book page.

City Manager Mark Jinks; Dr. Stephen 
Haering, director of the Alexandria Health 
Department; and Dr. Rina Bansal, president 
of Inova Alexandria Hospital, will also be on 
the panel. If you miss the event live, you can 
catch it on the ACPS website at www.acps.
k12.va.us/coronavirus. This is easily accessi-
ble from the home page of the ACPS website.

In the meantime, there are simple things 
that everyone can do to help. Washing hands 
frequently with regular soap or hand sani-
tizer is the most effective way to prevent the 
spread of any virus. Avoid touching your face 
or shaking hands, cough into your sleeve or 
a tissue and throw away your tissue immedi-
ately after use.

Finally, please stay home when you are 
not well and do not send your children to 
school if they are ill. Anyone who has trav-
eled to one of the highly infected countries is 
being advised to stay home for 14 days when 
they return.

ACPS will continue to provide updates 
as the situation evolves. In the meantime, 
you can find updates at www.acps.k12.va.us/
coronavirus.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D

SEE SCHOLARSHIP | 32

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D
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This Week 
What model of instruction do you prefer for the start of the 
2020-2021 school year?
A) 100% in person.
B) 100% remote.
C) A hybrid in-person/remote model.
D) It depends on the school.

Last Week 
Do you agree with Alexandria City Public Schools' choice to 
start the school year entirely online?
36% No, I think ACPS should have opened with the hybrid model.
36% No, I think ACPS should have opened completely in-person.
27% Yes. 
1% I'm not sure.

Part 1
After the Civil war in 1867, 

two Negro* schools were 
started under the auspices of 
the Freedmen’s Bureau and 
continued in use until 1920. 
Those two frame buildings 
were erected to house Ne-
gro elementary school chil-
dren: Hallowell School for 
girls, led by Principal Sarah 
A. Gray, in the 400 block of 
North Alfred Street, and the 
Snowden School for boys, led 
by Principal John F. Parker, 
in the 600 block of South Pitt 
Street. Parker-Gray School 
memorializes the names of 
those two principals.

The Black community, led 
by the Rev. S. B. Ross, pastor 
of Third Baptist Church; Sam-
uel Tucker; Samuel Madden; 
Blanche Taylor; Henry T. Tay-
lor; the Teachers’ Association; 
and alumni of Hallowell and 
Snowden Schools, succeed-
ed in getting a new school by 
whatever means available to 
them in their time.  

In September 1920, Park-
er-Gray School, grades one 
through eight, located on 
Wythe Street, opened with 
Henry T. White as teach-
er/principal and nine other 
teachers: Laura M. Dorsey, 
Susie P. Madden, Margaret T. 
Young, Sarah D. Gray, Harriet 
Thornton, Florence Murray, 
James E. Howard, Rozier D. 
Lyles and Mamie E. Anderson. 
Parker-Gray was the only ele-
mentary school in Alexandria 
with an auditorium because 
of White’s insistence that one 
be placed in the architectural 
plans. Only the barest neces-
sities were provided. 

The African American 
community helped to get 
the necessary equipment 
for the students. Lyles con-
tacted out-of-town alumni, 
teachers, organizations and 
local alumni, raising about 
$4,000. They purchased 
chairs for the auditorium, 
a stage curtain, wastebas-
kets, desk clocks, coat racks 
for teachers, $1,000 worth 
of equipment for the home 
economics room, refer-
ence books, roller maps and 
globes, a typewriter, a Vic-
trola and records, a lantern 
slide with 600 slides and paid 
half of the cost of window 
shades for the building.  

Though no high school was 
provided for African American 
boys and girls, White and Park-
er, having taught eighth grade 
in the Hallowell and Snowden 
schools, continued this grade 
at Parker-Gray. Many stu-
dents, however, attended high 
school in Washington D.C. In 
1921, the Rev. A. W. Adkins 
was appointed the first official 
high school teacher and taught 

eighth grade. 
White relinquished his 

principalship in 1927 but con-
tinued as a teacher until 1934. 
Wesley D. Elam, the new prin-
cipal, organized the Eighth 
District Teachers’ Associa-
tion, an affiliate of the Vir-
ginia Teachers’ Association. 
He coached two winners of 
the Elks’ Oratorical Contest: 
Joseph C. Waddy, who be-
came a federal court judge in 
Washington D.C., and Earleen 
Luckett Hughes, who became 
a French and English teacher 
at Parker-Gray. Elam also or-
ganized a faculty quartet and 
supported Ferris Holland, the 
science teacher, in organiz-
ing football, basketball, base-
ball and track teams. Despite 
the many obstacles, Holland 
fielded many winning teams 
and was often assisted by Dr. 
Charles A. West, a former 
All-American football player 
who practiced medicine in Al-
exandria for many years. 

Elam’s objectives were 
creating a good curriculum, 
expanding Parker-Gray to 

a full four-year high school 
and providing relief from 
over-crowding in a building 
built for 450 students that was  
housing 950. Three elementa-
ry school classes were taught 
in two small houses across the 
street, two on split shifts. The 
Alexandria Citizens’ Associ-
ation, led by Henry C. Brooks 
and Atty J. Byron Hopkins 
corresponded and held confer-
ences with city and state offi-
cials, Secretary of the Interior 
Harold Ickes and President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Atty 
Hopkins staged a “sit-down” 
in Secretary Ickes’ office un-
til he was given an audience 
with him because a federal 
loan or grant was temporar-
ily blocked on grounds that 
though schools in Alexandria 
were separate, they most cer-
tainly were not equal. 

As a result of their per-
severance, some relief to the 
crowded condition in Park-
er-Gray was given when the 
school board purchased and 
converted an old silk facto-
ry on the southwest corner of 
Wilkes and South Pitt streets. 
This school housing the ele-
mentary children, who lived 
south of Cameron Street, was 
named Lyles-Crouch in honor 
of teachers Jane Ann Crouch 
and Rozier Lyles. It opened 
in September 1935 with Julia 
Pritchett as principal. 

*The term “Negro” is the 
language that was used during 
the schools’ founding, not OHA’s 
language.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
The Parker-Gray Schools: Elementary, middle and high

COURTESY PHOTO
The 1952 Parker-Gray band, with band teacher E.L. Patterson in 
the back row, far left, and Principal William H. Pitts in the back 
row, far right.
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Weekly Words

CONNECTING FLIGHTS by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Lightweight wood
6. Wrap after a mud wrap?
10. Beyond self-confident
14. Preschool basics
18. Run ___ of the law
19. Deserves
21. Get trounced
22. Part for Constance Wu
23. *Certain good luck charm (see 

letters 7 to 9)
25. *Pianist who plays with Yo-Yo 

Ma (7 to 9)
27. Says again
28. Fridge forays
30. In first place
31. Aware of
32. Chatting with online
33. Apiece
34. Out of danger
37. *Newsroom fixture (5 to 7)
40. Roller skate strings
44. Dryer brand
46. Really bad
47. Vindictive Greek goddess
49. ___-weekly
50. "Just chill!"
51. Bursts open
52. Mexican coins
53. Spot on a card
54. Stubborn equine
55. Picture

57. Desperate request
59. Join, as film
61. Studio stand
63. "I'm innocent!"
65. Squabbling
66. Quick letters?
68. *Drink often taken with salt 

(6 to 8)
71. Review on HomeAdvisor, say
72. Vaulting rod
73. Foodie
74. Mount Everest's country
76. Blood blank fluid
78. Chamonix's mountains
79. Mascara mishap
81. Popular meme format
84. Play it by ___
85. Potters' materials
87. Layer of nail polish
88. Typical Sultan Qaboos Univer-

sity student
90. Elbow's place
91. Poker action
92. "... assuming there's even one"
94. Business bigwigs
95. Rope on the range
97. *Reason for roadside service 

(4 to 6)
101. Obnoxious kid
102. Atmosphere in a restaurant?
104. Deli subs
105. Fail to include
107. Woodard of "Juanita"

109. Alligator's habitat
110. "Mind blown!"
113. *Michigan, e.g. (4 to 6)
115. Each starred answer hides 

one
118. Fruit whose shape resembles 

a lightbulb's
119. Katy Perry, to KatyCats
120. Range above bass
121. "Geez Louise!"
122. Garment worn with a choli
123. Late comedian Reiner
124. "Soldier of Love" Grammy 

winner
125. Site with a Living Healthy 

section

DOWN
1. Place for a screwdriver
2. Miles away
3. One may support a hoop
4. Court summons
5. Visitor from space
6. Lean against
7. Clumsy ones
8. Frat bud
9. Mammoth
10. Heavy hammer
11. Some homework helpers
12. Simone Biles' Olympic team
13. Italian city where pesto 

originated
14. "Respect" singer Franklin

15. Skinny tie type
16. Thunderous sound
17. "___ and the City"
20. You may take them down
24. Meghan Markle's "Bye!"
26. Remove, as an anklet
29. Memorial Day weekend race, 

familiarly
32. "Fingers crossed!"
33. Just gets by, with "out"
34. TV host Haines
35. City in central Iowa
36. *Firefighters' nuisances (4 

to 6)
38. Sink blockage
39. Tight-fitting dress
41. *Profit from a stock sale (7 

to 9)
42. Draw forth
43. Tampa neighbor, familiarly
45. Line on a graph
48. Drink to make with your buds?
51. Diet heavy in meat
52. Homes for pigs
56. Annual fashion fundraiser
57. Shows fright
58. Aspiring J.D.'s exam
60. Spencer of "Good Morning 

America"
62. Jane Goodall's subjects
63. Scaredy-cat
64. "Water Lilies" painter
66. Attractive quality

67. Discontinued Camry
69. Former Vice President Dan
70. Contents of address bars
75. Paid athletes
77. "Angela's Ashes" author
79. iTunes purchases
80. "Would you let me?"
82. Digging
83. It may deliver a punch
86. Alan of "Marriage Story"
87. Shade providers at farmers 

markets
89. Word after milk or pencil
92. Mental spark
93. Mathematician Pierre de ___
96. Serengeti excursion
98. "Such is life"
99. "That's enough!"
100. Dubai dignitary
103. Historic artifact
106. Tagging along
107. Square footage
108. King who disinherited 

Cordelia
109. Heath bar alternative
110. Device with playlists
111. Starter home?
112. Cheese in red wax
113. Route-finding device
114. Org. on a mouthwash bottle
116. Messenger molecule
117. Bring to a close

JAMES V. BREEDING (52), of Alexandria, July 26, 2020

BOB CALHOUN (83), of Alexandria, Aug. 6, 2020

LINDA CRAIG (85), of Alexandria, Aug. 7, 2020

MARY J. DAVIS (93), of Alexandria, Aug. 6, 2020

WENDELL KEYES (89), of Alexandria, Aug. 9, 2020

LOREN R. LARSON (80), of Alexandria, Aug. 3, 2020

PATRICIA MAYS (73), of Alexandria, Aug. 4, 2020

WILLIAM J. RUSH (38), formerly of Alexandria, July 31, 2020

SARITA G. SCHOTTA (83), formerly of Alexandria, Aug. 5, 2020

DEATH NOTICES



22 |AUGUST 13, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

AUCTIONS 
AUCTION ALERT! 
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
AND TRUCKS.200+ lots! Dump 
trucks, trailers, road tractors, 
backhoes, pickups and much 
more. Bid online Aug. 21 – Tues, 
Aug. 25 at 11 a.m. at motleys.
com. Equipment to sell? Now 
accepting quality consignments 
for this auction! Motleys 
Industrial | 877-MOTLEYS | 
MOTLEYS.COM | VA16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: 
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 

other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Double 
Hung Window $249* 
Installed w/Free Trim Wrap. 
Call 804-739-8207. Siding, 
Roofing and More!

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 

statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE 
ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA,  
VIRGINIA

FINANCE DEPARTMENT/
PURCHASING DIVISION

SUITE 301 - BANKER'S 
SQUARE

100 NORTH PITT STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

22314

Sealed proposals for the City of 
Alexandria per specifications 
will be received electronically at:  
https://service.alexandriava.gov/
MSS/Vendors/default.aspx until the 
date and time designated as follows:

Title: Request For Qualifications 
(RFQU) No. 912, Van Dorn/
Beauregard Bike Facilities A/E

Closing Date and Time: Sep-
tember 4, 2020, 3:00pm EDT.

For general inquiries con-
tact James Pearson, Contract 
Specialist, at james.pear-
son@alexandriava.gov.

The City of Alexandria reserves 
the right to reject any and all 

proposals, cancel this solicitation, 
and to waive any informalities 
or irregularities in procedure.  
THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER 2020

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commis-
sion and the City Council on 
the dates and times listed below.  
NOTICE:  Some of the items 
listed below may be placed on a 
consent calendar. A consent item 
will be approved at the beginning 
of the meeting without discussion 
unless someone asks that it be 
taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately. The 
Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future 
date. For further information, 
call the Department of Planning 
& Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2020
WORK SESSION – 5:30 PM
PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 PM 

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 
2020
PUBLIC HEARING – 9:30 AM

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the September 1, 2020 
meeting of the Planning Commis-
sion and the September 12, 2020 
meeting of the City Council are 
being held electronically pur-
suant to Virginia Code Section 
2.2-3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted 
by the City Council on June 20, 
2020 or Sections 4-0.00(g) in 
HB29 and HB30 to undertake 
essential business. All of the mem-
bers of the respective public bod-
ies and staff are participating from 
remote locations through Zoom 
Webinar. These meetings are 

being held electronically, unless 
a determination is made that it is 
safe enough for the meetings to be 
held in person in the City Council 
Chamber at 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA. Electronic access 
will be provided in either event. 
The meetings can be accessed by 
the public through: Zoom hyper-
link (below), broadcasted live on 
the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website. 

Planning Commission (Work 
Session & Public Hearing):
The Webinar will open at 5:00 
PM to allow individuals to join, 
while the Work Session will 
begin at 5:30 PM. The Planning 
Commission hearing will begin at 
approximately 7:00 PM.

URL: https://zoom.us/we-
binar/register/WN_wTl6B-
7wFSyOr924N8ihwpA
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 968 6503 0043
Password: 598835
 
City Council:
URL: TBD
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: TBD
 
Webinar ID: TBD
Password: TBD
 
Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Planning & Zoning staff at Plan-
Comm@alexandriava.gov for the 
Planning Commission hearing, to 
the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@
alexandriava.gov for the City 
Council hearing, or make public 
comments through the conference 
call on the day of either hearing.
For reasonable disability ac-
commodation for the Planning 
Commission hearing, contact 
Jackie Cato at jackie.cato@
alexandriava.gov or 703.746.3810, 
Virginia Relay 711. For reasonable 
disability accommodation for 
the City Council hearing, please 
call the City Clerk and Clerk of 
Council's Office at 703.746.4550 
(TTY/TDD 838-5056). We request 
that you provide a 48-hour notice 
so that the proper arrangements 

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!
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Classifieds
may be made.

The Planning Commission will 
hold a Work Session prior to the 
Public Hearing to discuss the fol-
lowing items: Inclusionary Zoning 
and North Potomac Yard Envi-
ronmental Sustainability Master 
Plan. The session will begin at 5:30 
PM and go until approximately 
7:00 PM.

Election of Planning Commission 
Officer for Vice Chair

Zoning Text Amendment #2019-
00007
Increased Density for Public 
School Sites
(A) Initiation of a Text Amend-
ment; and (B) Public Hearing and 
consideration of a Text Amend-
ment to the Zoning Ordinance to 
amend Section 7-2100 to allow for 
an increase in density for public 
school use.
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Encroachment #2019-00004 
5601 Courtney Avenue - Virginia 
Paving Company Encroachment 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for various Encroach-
ments into the public right-of-way 
on Courtney Avenue; zoned: I/ 
Industrial.
Applicant: Eurovia Atlantic Coast, 
LLC, represented by Mary Cather-
ine Gibbs, attorney

Informational Item: Presentation 
of Housing Contributions Work 
Group Recommendations 
Staff: City of Alexandria, Office of 
Housing

Vacation #2019-00002 
2 East Mason Avenue - Vacation 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request to vacate a portion of 
the public right-of-way adjacent to 
2 East Mason Avenue and along 
Commonwealth Avenue to add 
area to a residential side yard for a 
fence; zoned: RB/Townhouse. 
Applicants: Elizabeth and Jesse 
Jardim

Zoning Text Amendment #2020-
00003
Small Business Practical Updates
(A) Initiation of a Text Amend-
ment; and (B) Public Hearing and 
consideration of a Text Amend-

ment to the Zoning Ordinance 
to amend sections in Articles 
II – VIII, XI and XII to amend 
commercial use definitions, 
commercial use conditions and 
home occupation requirements 
and to change certain uses from 
requiring Special Use Permits and 
Administrative Use Permits to 
either Administrative Special Use 
Permits or permitted uses. 
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Zoning Text Amendment #2020-
00005 
Zoning Ordinance Practical 
Updates 
(A) Initiation of a Text Amend-
ment; and (B) Public Hearing and 
consideration of a Text Amend-
ment to the Zoning Ordinance 
to amend Section 1-700 to add to 
the list of zones the RMF Zone; to 
amend definitions for floor area 
(Section 2-145(A)(11) and (12)), 
medical care facilities (Section 
2-174) and townhouse dwelling 
and two-family dwelling (Sections 
2-138 and 2-140); to amend the 
RB and RM zone grandfathering 
provisions (Section 3-707(B) and 
3-1108 (B)); to amend Section 
3-1406 to add the effective date 
of the ordinance; to allow open 
porches meeting specific criteria 
in required side yards (Sections 
7-202 and 11-302); to add Section 
7-202(E) to allow fences taller than 
6 feet between residential prop-
erties and certain other uses; to 
clarify provisions regarding fences 
on corner lots (Sections 7-1700, 
7-1701 and 7-1702); to add Section 
7-2600 to limit the percentage of 
a window that may be blocked by 
art, signs or other materials; to 
amend Section 11-804 to remove 
reference to a repealed law; to 
amend various provisions related 
to the Board of Zoning Appeals to 
comply with the Code of Vir-
ginia (Sections 11-1008, 11-1103, 
11-1104, and 11-1207); to amend 
Section 12-101(B)(3) to expand the 
applicability of the residential re-
version criteria; to amend Section 
12-102(D) to correctly reference 
the KR zone and apply residential 
reuse to specific blocks along King 
Street.
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Encroachment #2020-00003 

1217 Colonial Avenue – Residen-
tial Encroachment Public Hearing 
and consideration of a request for 
an Encroachment into the public 
right-of-way on Colonial Avenue 
for a retaining wall; zoned: RB/
Townhouse. 
Applicant: John D. Bullington, 
represented by Minturn Wright, 
attorney

Special Use Permit #2019-00107
300 King Street (Parcel Address: 
302 King Street) - Kisso Asian 
Bistro 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use 
Permit to increase the hours of 
operation and to add delivery ve-
hicles at an existing grandfathered 
restaurant; zoned: KR/King Street 
Urban Retail. 
Applicant: Ren Yong Cai

Special Use Permit #2020-00039
2050 Ballenger Avenue-Catholic 
University of America
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Per-
mit for a private academic school; 
zoned: CDD#1/Coordinated 
Development District #1. 
Applicant: The Catholic Univer-
sity of America, represented by 
David S. Houston, agent

Special Use Permit #2020-00045
3410 Mount Vernon Avenue (Par-
cel Address: 3408 Mount Vernon 
Avenue) – Hops ‘N Shine
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use 
Permit for outdoor live enter-
tainment; increase in indoor and 
outdoor seats; increase in hours of 
indoor and outdoor hours of op-
eration; an outdoor bar, outdoor 
cooking and outdoor games; and 
delivery vehicles for an existing 
restaurant (amending SUP #2017-
0091); zoned: CG/Commercial 
General.
Applicant: Abe Hadjiesmaeiloo

Development Special Use Permit 
#2019-00032
Special Use Permit #2020-00033 
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2020-00034 
912, 916 and 920 King Street - 
GCP King Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for (a) a Development 
Special Use Permit and site plan 
with modifications to construct a 

30-unit multifamily building with 
ground-floor commercial uses, 
including Special Use Permits to 
increase the floor area ratio to 2.5 in 
the KR zone, a parking reduction to 
provide all required parking spaces 
in the garage at 116 South Henry 
Street and a loading reduction to 
allow for reduced loading space 
ceiling height; (b) a Special Use 
Permit for a restaurant; and (c) a 
Special Use Permit for a Transpor-
tation Management Plan; zoned: 
KR/King Street Urban Retail.
Applicant: Galena Capital 
Partners, represented by Mary 
Catherine Gibbs, attorney

Development Special Use Permit 
#2019-00033
Special Use Permit #2020-00036
116 South Henry Street - GCP 
Henry Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for (A) a Development 
Special Use Permit and site plan 
with modifications to construct a 
16-unit mixed-use retail/residential 
building with ground floor com-
mercial uses facing South Henry 
Street, a three-unit multi-family 
residential building  facing South 
Patrick Street and a 142-space 
automated parking garage, includ-
ing special use permits for motor 
vehicle parking or storage for more 
than 20 vehicles for the six-story 
automated parking structure, to 
increase the number of dwellings 
per acre to no more than 54.45, to 
exceed the maximum parking re-
quirement, and for a loading space 
reduction to allow reduced loading 
space ceiling height and modifi-
cations for open space, setbacks, 
crown coverage and street tree 
requirements; and (B) a Special Use 
Permit for a restaurant; zoned: CD/
Commercial Downtown.
Applicant: Galena Capital Partners, 
represented by Mary Catherine 
Gibbs, attorney

Development Special Use Permit 
#2020-00010
Rezoning #2020-00002
1009, 1101,1201 & 1203 Janney’s 
Lane and 1099 Francis Hammond 
Parkway – Douglas MacArthur 
Elementary School 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests for: (A) an amend-
ment to the official zoning map to 
change the POS/Public open space 
and community recreation zone 

portion to R-8/Single-family zone 
at 1101 Janney’s Lane, change the 
R-20/Single-family zone to R-8/
Single-family zone at 1201 and 
1203 Janney’s Lane, and change 
the R-8/Single-family zone portion 
to POS/Public open space and 
community recreation zone at 1099 
Francis Hammond Parkway; and 
(B) a Development Special Use 
Permit and site plan to demolish 
the existing building and construct 
a new public school, including 
Special Use Permits for an increase 
in floor area and height pursuant to 
Section 7-2100 of the Zoning Ordi-
nance (if Text Amendment #2019-
00007 is approved), to exceed the 
maximum parking requirement, 
an indoor and outdoor recreation 
facility and community center use, 
and modifications to the front and 
rear yard setbacks; zoned: R-8/
Single-family, R-20/Single-family, 
and POS/Public Open Space and 
Community Recreation.
Applicants: Alexandria City Public 
Schools and City of Alexandria

THE FOLLOWING CASE(S) 
WILL BE HEARD BY THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
ONLY AND BY CITY COUNCIL 
ONLY UPON APPEAL:

Development Site Plan #2019-
00031
110 Callahan Drive - VRE Pedes-
trian Accessibility Improvements 
at Alexandria Union Station 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Development 
Site Plan with modification to the 
crown coverage requirement for 
platform improvements and two 
elevators; zoned: UT/Utilities and 
Transportation
Applicant: Virginia Railway 
Express

Development Site Plan #2020-
00005
318 South Whiting Street (Parcel 
Address: 296 South Whiting 
Street) - Alexandria Station 
Clubhouse
Public Hearing and consider-
ation of a request to construct an 
approximately 5,000 square foot 
clubhouse (amending SIT65-50); 
zoned: RCX/Medium Density 
Apartment.
Applicant: Avanath Alexandria 
Station, LLC, represented by Dun-
can W. Blair, attorney
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“Mason is a proud long-time Alexandria resident who knows and 

appreciates the value of older homes and the uniqueness of Alexandria 
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to this serious challenge [of COVID-19].” - Bernie & Nancy
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