
Transcript details 
discussion that led 
to Ibrahim Bouaichi’s 
release
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Warning: This article 
contains graphic details re-
lated to a sexual 
assault.

The homicide 
case of Karla 
Dominguez has 
left many dis-
appointed with 
and upset by the 
city’s criminal 
justice proce-
dures in the era 
of COVID-19.

At the sur-
face, the case looks bad: 
Dominguez accused Ibra-
him Bouaichi of raping her 
in October 2019. Bouaichi 
was indicted by a grand jury 

in January on five felony 
charges, including rape, but 
was still released on bond 
in early April. While out 
on bond and awaiting trial, 
Bouaichi shot and killed his 
accuser outside of her Alex-
andria apartment. He later 

committed suicide 
while being pur-
sued by police.

A transcript of 
Bouaichi’s bond 
hearing acquired 
by the Times re-
veals details about 
the discussion that 
resulted in Bouaic-
hi’s release, as well 
as previously un-
reported informa-

tion about the night Bouaichi 
allegedly raped Dominguez.

At the time of the bond 

Residents flock to reg-
istrar's office to cast 
In-person absentee 
votes
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

When the door to the Al-
exandria Office of Voter Reg-
istration opened promptly at 
8 a.m. on Sept. 18, 56 people 
waited in line to be among 
the first to cast votes in the 
2020 general election.

The line moved quickly 
and all 56 had voted by 8:30, 
with a queue of people still 
waiting along all four sides of 
the adjacent courtyard.

Alexandria Democratic 
Party Chair Clarence Tong, 

who was on hand with a non-
touch sample ballot, was en-
couraged by the turnout.

“In this 2020 election, Al-
exandria voters are incredibly 
excited to make their voices 
heard,” Tong said. “Since the 
no-excuse absentee voting 
took effect in July, Alexandria 
Democrats have been working 
hard to make sure Alexandria 
voters know about their vot-
ing options, including by mail, 
early in person and also on 
Election Day.”

By the end of the weekend, 
1,047 voters had cast their 
ballots, according to Angela 
Turner, the city’s registrar. 

The ballot includes the 

presidential contest between 
incumbent President Donald 
Trump (R) and former Vice 
President Joe Biden (D); in-
cumbent Sen. Mark Warner 
(D) and Daniel Gade (R); in-
cumbent Congressman Don 
Beyer (D) and Jeff Jordan (R). 
In addition, Virginians will be 
able to vote on two constitu-
tional amendments: one that 
would establish a redistricting 
commission helmed by citi-
zens and legislators and an-
other that would make cars or 
pickup trucks owned by veter-
ans with disabilities free from 
state and local taxes.
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The time to sell is now. Let me put my 32 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

KINSALE - $325,000

Catch oysters, fish and sunsets. One of the Northern Necks best kept secrets! This wonderful home away from home on the Yeocomico River has a private Pier, 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 fireplaces AND BEAUTIFUL WATER VIEWS! This waterfront home is located in Shannon Park Beach. Working from home has never been 

so relaxing. Take a break to go boating or canoeing or just sit and enjoy the tranquility of the water. Sunsets are amazing here! 100 Shore Lane, Kinsale

OLD TOWN - $2,700,000

 A distinguished historic residence located in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria. Built in 1810 this magnificent home had a full state of the art restoration with local 
builder William Cromley in 2012 and additional modern appointments more recently. Elegant and dramatic, it boasts high ceilings, hardwood floors, seven fireplaces, a 
grand double parlor with Murano glass chandeliers, lavish Master Suite, and Chef ’s eat in kitchen complete with center island, marble countertops and wall of built-ins. 

This awe inspiring home is approx. 4,000 finished sq ft four levels and features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, a detached two car garage with an alley access and a beautiful 
side yard with a private walled gardening covered brick patio perfect for entertaining and al fresco dining! 1020 Prince Street, Alexandria

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More! 

Weichert
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Virginia Tech advisory 
board to include national 
industry leaders

Parker-Gray  
Memorial Walkway 
bricks for sale

Virginia Tech is form-
ing an advisory board com-
posed of business and in-
dustry leaders from around 
the country to provide 
direction for the Virginia 
Tech Innovation Campus, 
according to a news release.

The Innovation Campus 
Advisory Board will include 
executives from Qualcomm, 
Boeing, KPMG, The Carlyle 
Group and Hunch Analytics, 
among others, according to 
the release. Hunch Analytics 
CEO Sanju Bansal will serve 
as chair of the board.

Virginia Tech’s Inno-
vation Campus is part of 
Northern Virginia’s suc-
cessful bid to bring Ama-

zon’s second headquarters 
to the region and will an-
chor a 65-acre “innovation 
district” in Potomac Yard. 
The first class of graduate 
students will start this se-

mester entirely online due 
to the pandemic, and con-
struction is set to begin in 
2021 with an August 2024 
completion date.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

The city and Alexandria 
African American Hall of 
Fame are creating a memo-
rial walkway to honor the 
100th anniversary of Park-
Gray High School.

The walkway will be 
built in front of the Charles 
Houston Recreation Cen-
ter, the former site of the 
school. Residents can pur-
chase personalized bricks 
as part of the walkway, 
which will also include the 
school’s mascot and en-
graved bricks dedicated to 
teachers, students, individ-
uals, families and commu-
nity groups, according to a 
news release.

Parker-Gray opened in 

1920 and provided the city’s 
Black children with a qual-
ity education, according to 
the release. At a time when 
segregated schools meant 
fewer resources, teachers 
and facilities were available 
for Black students, Park-
er-Gray was a valuable asset 
for the city’s Black commu-
nity.

Residents can purchase 
a custom 4-by-8 inch brick 
for $100 or a custom 8-by-8 
inch brick for $225 at www.
bricksrus.com/donorsite/
aaahalloffame. The cam-
paign will end on Sept. 30. 
A community dedication is 
planned for late October.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

The next generation of luxury is here. The open-concept, contemporary design of 

our new Beaumont cottages feature beautiful quartz countertops, gas fireplace, 

luxury closet systems and more! With only two in our 2020 inventory, these will go 

fast. Treat yourself to the latest and greatest in Independent Living. Call us at  

(703) 260-8504 to schedule  a safe and secure tour of our luxury Beaumont cottage!

www.FalconsLanding.org   |   Falcons Landing is proud to be a non-profit Life Plan Community.

settle for

PHOTO/LUKE ANDERSON
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Tails High

1712 Mount Vernon Ave, Alexandria

Now Open!

Todd Healy closes Gallery Lafayette
After 40 years in the 

framing business, esteemed 
local artist Todd Healy 
closed the doors to his stu-
dio, Gallery Lafayette, for 
the last time on Sept. 19.

At the end of the business 
day, many of Healy's friends, 
longtime customers and 
neighboring business owners 
gathered outside his store-
front at the corner of South 
Royal and Price streets to 
surprise Healy and his wife, 
Laraine, with a toast. They 
presented a bouquet of flow-
ers to Laraine and gave Healy 
a framed photo. 

Fontaine Cafe provided 
sparkling wine for the occa-
sion. The surprise toast was 
planned by Leah Donahue 
and Joanna Szczerban, the 
owners of Boxwood; Martha 
Hurley and others from Sara 
Campbell; and the part-
ners at two law firms on the 
block, James D. Turner and 
Shannon Mullins & Wright.

Former Mayor Allison 
Silberberg said Healy has 

made a mark on Alexandria. 
“[He was a] recognized 

and treasured part of our 
city for 40 years,” Silberberg 
said. “His craftsmanship 
and artistic eye are known 
around the country, but Old 
Town has been his base and 
muse for 40 years. His daily 

presence will certainly be 
missed.”

As he was packing up his 
shop on Tuesday, Healy said 
he loved being in business in 
Alexandria.

“I pray that I didn't take 
more than I gave,” he said.

-mdevine@alextimes.com

PHOTO/MARTY DEVINE
 Todd Healy and his wife, Laraine, at Gallery Lafayette.
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67.9%67.9%
Homeownership rate

at a 10 year peak

5.9 M5.9 M
Existing home

sales in 2020

Economic Report

Brought to you by the LizLuke
Team&  Long & Foster Real Estate

5.2%5.2%
Increase in housing

affordability vs July 19'

Do what makes sense and

work with an experienced

team who has helped over

1,200 Alexandria buyers &

sellers make their move.

call. click. text.

703.868.5676 | lizluke.com

long & foster real estate | 400 King st | ALEXANDRIA HISTORIC DISTRICT sales

All information gathered from us census bureau & NAR
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From flat to fab, Salon MONTE offers:  
hair services, custom color, cuts, highlights, low 

lights, ombre, balayage — anything to do with 
hair. A team which is on the foremost front of 

the latest trends and techniques in not only col-
or and cutting but also styling the complete line 

of the MONTE hair care system.

Brighten your week! Schedule an appointment at SALONMONTE or call 703-217-7077
210 S. Union St, Alexandria • Safety measures are in place to protect our clients & team’s well-being.

“I’ve assembled a team of talented artists in the salon. Their 
efficiency, knowledge and expertise are on offer along with 
an invigorating and unforgettable experience!”

Effortlessly Beautiful. 

With an election occur-
ring in the middle of a pan-
demic, the registrar’s office 
has had to adapt to changing 
circumstances. 

“We were expecting 
crowds [for early voting], and 
we were luckily prepared for 
them,” Turner said. “… It was 
certainly interesting.”

During the 2016 presi-
dential election, only 123 
voters turned out for the 
first day of early voting in 
Alexandria, while 13,544 
voted early overall.

While the first few weeks 
of early voting will be lim-
ited to the registrar’s office, 
more locations will open in 
late October. The registrar’s 
office, located at 132 N. Royal 
St., has implemented several 
safety measures in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
that will be common practice 
for all voting locations.

Staff installed plexiglass 
at the office’s three check-

in counters, placed social 
distancing markers on the 
floor and made hand sani-
tizer, one-time use pens and 
disposable privacy folders 
available at ballot stations, 
Turner said.

“Also for Election Day, 
the city is coordinating with 
the Virginia Medical Re-
serve Corps, and they should 
be on hand to help ensure 
that social distancing [is 
happening] … masks are be-
ing worn properly, all that,” 
Turner said.

Early voting will be avail-
able at the registrar’s office 
every Saturday from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. until Election Day. The 
deadline to vote in-person ab-
sentee is 5 p.m. on Oct. 31.

From Oct. 23 through 31, 
Charles E. Beatley Central 
Library, 5005 Duke St., will 
also open as a location for 
early in-person absentee vot-
ing. The library will be open 
to voters Monday through 
Thursday, from noon to 8 
p.m., Friday noon to 6 p.m. 

and Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Two other satellite loca-

tions – T.C. Williams High 
School’s Minnie Howard cam-
pus and George Washing-
ton Middle School – will be 
available for early voters for 
two days only: Oct. 24 and 31 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., accord-
ing to Turner.

The city is also prepar-
ing for an increased number 
of mail-in absentee ballots, 
after the mail-in option was 
expanded in Virginia in re-
sponse to the pandemic.

In 2016, the city’s first 
batch of mailed ballots to-
taled 1,668 ballots. As of this 
weekend, the registrar’s office 
had sent out 31,057 ballots to 
those who had registered for a 
mail ballot. That number in-
cludes 1,284 emailed absen-
tee ballots for active military 
members or registered voters 
who are overseas.

“This year we had to do 
the bulk mail facility,” Turner 
said. “We’ve never had to do 
bulk mail before.”

The deadline to register 
to vote in the election is Oct. 
13. To register to vote online, 
go to www.vote.elections.vir-
ginia.gov. Residents can also 
download an application and 
mail it to the registrar’s office.

Residents can request 
an absentee mail-in ballot 
through Oct. 23 and must re-
turn the ballots by 7 p.m. on 
Election Day.

If residents want to re-
turn their absentee ballot in 
person, they can drop it off 
at drop boxes inside the reg-
istrar’s office or any of the 
satellite voting sites while 
they’re open, Turner said. 
Residents can also turn them 
in on Election Day at their 
designated polling location.

“We are in the process of 
trying to get an outdoor drop 
box installed at our office 
with surveillance, video cam-
eras, all that fun stuff, but 
that is not currently in oper-
ation,” Turner said.

Ballots can be sent in by 
mail and must be postmarked 

by Election Day and received 
by the registrar’s office no 
later than noon on Nov. 6. 
Postage will be prepaid on all 
absentee ballots.

There are currently no 
plans for additional drop box 
locations, Turner said.

Curbside voting options 
have also been expanded to 
include residents with dis-
abilities, residents over the 
age of 65 and residents exhib-
iting symptoms of COVID-19, 
according to Turner.

With the first weekend 
of early voting behind them 
and a quarter of the city’s 
registered voters waiting 
for absentee ballots, Turn-
er said that she and her 
staff are preparing for an 
intense and challenging 
election season.

“Our office consumes a lot 
of caffeine and a lot of cook-
ies. We run on caffeine and 
cookies,” Turner said.

Denise Dunbar contributed 
to this article.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 
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2511 E Randolph Ave. 
Alexandria, VA

$889,000

For Sale

$610,000
1111 Oronoco St. Unit 438
Old Town Alexandria, VA

Under Contract

$779,000
700 Mount Vernon Ave. 

Alexandria, VA

Under Contract

Call for Price
212 Aspen St. 

Alexandria, VA

Coming Soon

Licensed Realtors® in DC & VA
860.214.7474 | 703.277.2152
maryashley@compass.com
1004 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314

The MaryAshley Real Estate Group

Make a Safe Move 
by Choosing 

The Right Realtor

www.MaryAshleyRealEstate.com
Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. 
Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152  
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N O  A N E S T H E S I A
N O  I N J E C T I O N

N O  PA I N
N O  D R I L L

F A S T E R  R E C O V E R Y
Laser assisted treatments for bone  
regeneration and implant procedures.

Deep root canal disinfection performed with  
precise laser wavelength to sterilize and kill  
bacteria and viruses.

Obstructive sleep apnea treatment with  
NightLaseTM procedure reduces snoring and  
enhances upper airway soft tissue function. 

No need for injections or numbing  
during the filling process. 

Laser application reduces dentin sensitivity  
and disinfects tooth during tooth restoration.

Cosmetic facial skin rejuvenation procedures 
include lips, freckles, sun spot removal, tear  
trough smoothing and skin tightening.

T H E  L E A D E R  I N
   L A S E R  D E N T I S T R Y

3116 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria, VA 22305
703.745.5496  |  dentalexcellenceva.com

Dr. Salartash

www.acdsnet.org

G
R
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ES

 K
–8

START STRONG. 
START HERE.
At ACDS, we challenge and inspire 
students with a rigorous curriculum in 
a safe, welcoming, and student-centered 
environment.  The result: confident, 
caring, and future-ready community 
members who distinguish themselves as 
exceptional communicators.

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR • INDEPENDENT LEARNER
COMMUNITY MINDED CITIZEN • BALANCED INDIVIDUAL

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE: 
Oct 1    Oct 19    Nov 11    Dec 6 & 7 

Juniors will likely suf-
fer most from missed 
seasons
BY MARGO WAGNER

Cancellations and delays 
for high school sports are 
disappointing for most ath-
letes, but for athletes who 
are hoping to be recruited 
and go on to play at the col-
lege level, they can add an 
extra layer of stress. 

The Virginia High School 
League voted in May to can-
cel all spring sports and 
again July 27 to delay the 
return until mid-December, 
according to its website. All 
three seasons will still hap-
pen, but they will be short-
ened significantly. 

Recruitment looks differ-
ent for every sport, but col-
leges often start attending 
games and looking at high 

school athletes as early as 
their freshman years, accord-
ing to James Parker, athlet-
ics director at T.C. Williams 
High School. Then around 
their junior years, some ath-
letes start receiving letters 
and offers from recruiters. 
Recruiters typically look 
at an athlete’s transcripts, 
watch film and games, talk to 
coaches and review statistics 
to make their decisions. 

Because recruitment be-
gins early in an athlete’s high 
school career, many senior 
athletes who were planning 
on playing sports at the col-
lege level were not affected 
by 2020 spring sports cancel-
lations. Most of them had al-
ready signed offer letters and 
their spot on a college team 
was not dependent on their 
spring season performance, 
according to Parker.

But for some senior ath-
letes, such as rower Johna-
than Hernandez, the pan-
demic still complicated the 
process. Hernandez signed 
later than many of his peers, 
and his college visit to Ho-
bart and William Smith Col-
lege in Geneva, New York 
was cancelled. He ended up 
starting college in New York 
this fall without previously 
visiting the campus. 

“It was a little frustrating 
because I wasn’t able to see 
what my life would look like 
for the next four years,” Her-
nandez said. 

At the same time Hernan-
dez was worried about the 
future, he had to cope with 
the loss of his final season of 
high school crew. 

“It was heartbreaking,” 

High school sports delays  
complicate college recruitment

COURTESY PHOTO
Johnathan Hernandez, a 2020 T.C. Williams High School graduate who has been rowing since he was in 
eighth grade, will row for Hobart and William Smith College this fall.

SEE SPORTS | 9
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Donnan Chancellor Wintermute  
Over $1 Billion in Career Sales  

703.608.6868 
dwintermute@cbmove.com 
Named by Washingtonian  as  
“The Face of Alexandria Real Estate” 

ONLY THREE BLOCKS TO METRO  
 
1409 KING STREET |  ALEXANDRIA VIRGINIA 22314  
 
Circa 1910, this charming 2000 square foot brick townhome offers three 
bedrooms, one and a half baths, a charming front porch, gorgeous heart of 
pine floors, large windows, period moldings, twenty -four foot hallway with 
pine bannister and fully finished lower level.  
 
Property can be residential, commercial or retail… or a combination thereof!  
 
Easy parking in the four on-site spaces! 
 
Offered at $855,000 

310 King Street, 
Alexandria VA 22314 
Office (703) 518-8300 

Hernandez said. “Not being 
able to row my final season 
with my friends really left a 
hole in my heart.” 

Although the loss of a 
final season was hard, Her-
nandez – like most 2020 se-
niors who are playing sports 
in college – was in a better 
position than his young-
er peers. The students who 
will be most affected by the 
pandemic recruitment-wise 
are fall sport athletes whose 
seasons have been delayed, 
Parker said. 

“Football kids are usually 
going to sign by January and 
February, and now with the 
season being pushed back, 
we’re not going to start play-
ing by then,” Parker said. “If 
they didn’t have a scholar-
ship in hand or a team that 
was going to offer to them, 
it’s going to be difficult.” 

Parker predicts that those 
athletes will still get offers, 
but it will be later than usual. 

Additionally, athletes who 
are juniors this year could 
have a more stressful senior 
year if they do not get to 
play. Recruitment is strongly 
based on an athlete's perfor-
mance their junior year, and 
if an athlete’s season is can-
celled, his or her senior year 
will be more important. 

“The effects of some of 
this may not even be right 
now, it could just be next year, 
because kids are missing so 
much time now. We're gonna 
have to wait to see how this 
shakes out,” Parker said. 

According to Parker, 
sometimes T.C. students plan 
to reclass or play at a private 
high school for a year after 
graduating, but students who 
are not recruited have limit-
ed options. 

Crew coach Peter Stramese 
believes that the pandemic 
could have a broader impact 
on not only recruitment but 
scholarships. 

“Some schools are of-
fering a lot fewer scholar-

ships and so the recruiting 
process is becoming a little 
more difficult,” Stramese 
said. “Because the pandem-
ic is new, I don’t think there 
have been sweeping chang-
es but they are definitely 
being a little more conser-
vative with the amount of 
aid they are offering out.”

Stramese thinks it is still 
too early to predict what 
might happen with crew, but 
if the season is cancelled, 
athletes might see even few-
er scholarships.

Parker recommends that 
athletes who are hoping 
to get recruited get film of 

themselves playing and make 
sure that their grades are 
strong. Parker said it is im-
portant for athletes to work 
as hard in the classroom as 
they do on the field. Addi-
tionally, T.C. coaches plan to 
stay in contact with colleges 
to make sure their athletes 
stay on the colleges’ radars. 

Another important fac-
tor of recruitment is making 
sure athletes stay in shape. 
To motivate students, T.C. 
athletics held contests where 
athletes logged workouts 
and followed along with on-
line exercises. The team that 
logged the most exercises 

won a pizza party for when 
they get back to school. They 
also had individual compe-
titions where athletes could 
win T.C. sports gear. 

In addition, crew team 
members were allowed to take 
erg machines from the row-
house to their homes in order 
to continue conditioning. 

Although the pandemic 
presents challenges for high 
school and future college 
athletes, Parker acknowl-
edges that this issue is not 
unique to T.C. athletes. High 
school athletes across the 
country are all going through 
the same thing. 

“The gift and the curse 
about this is that everybody 
is affected by it,” Parker said.  
“It is not just happening at 
T.C. and our kids are getting 
the short end of the stick. 
It’s happening all across the 
country so colleges and uni-
versities are adjusting too.” 

The writer is a student at the 
Missouri School of Journalism.

SPORTS FROM | 8

It was heartbreaking. Not 
being able to row my final 

season with my friends really 
left a hole in my heart.”

– Johnathan Hernandez,
2020 T.C. Williams graduate
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Alexandria was the 
first city to provide 
such a program
BY LINDSEY SULLIVAN

Before the COVID-19 pan-
demic became a public health 
concern in March this year, 
Alexandria’s Department of 
Emergency and Customer 
Communications was already 
working on an initiative to de-
ploy 911 call-takers remotely. 
In late March, Alexandria be-
came the first city in the coun-
try to provide a remote system 
for emergency call-takers.

The Computer Technol-
ogy Industry Association’s 
Public Technology Institute 
awarded the City of Alexan-
dria a 2020 Solutions Award 
Sept. 3 for creatively re-
sponding to physical distanc-
ing requirements brought on 
by the pandemic by providing 
an innovative system that al-
lows call-takers to work from 
home, according to the insti-
tute’s award statement.

Douglas Campbell, depu-
ty director of the DECC, said 

the initiative began in Febru-
ary when the department be-
gan to test the remote equip-
ment they already owned for 
non-emergency use, as case 
numbers began to rise sig-
nificantly. In March, after a 
successful 30-day trial with 
non-emergency calls, the pro-
gram shifted to taking emer-
gency calls remotely as well.

“At first our folks were 

very hesitant, you know, go-
ing home to answer these 
calls,” Campbell said. “What 
if we have a technical issue, 
what if we have a power out-
age at home? You know, no 
power — no connectivity.”

Campbell said the DECC 
had to think outside the box 
to prevent any possible issues 
the remote call-taking pro-
gram might incur, like pro-

viding UPS – uninterruptible 
power supply – equipment in 
case a power outage occurred 
while working from home.

Alan Shark, executive 
director of the Public Tech-
nology Institute, said he was 
taken aback by how well the 
DECC planned for the future 
by using the 311 non-emer-
gency line as a trial run be-
fore implementing the emer-
gency line remotely.

“I think for the City of 
Alexandria, this award is re-
ally interesting because of 
the competitive nature of it, 
and how it came about from 
all the judges, as being really 
unique and incredibly time-
ly,” Shark said.

In addition to provid-
ing equipment, including 
phones, Wi-Fi and monitors 
to remote workers, the DECC 
worked with Alexandria’s IT 
department to ensure that 
the same security measures 
present in the office would be 
available to callers at home.

Shark added that the exter-
nal judges from across the na-
tion recognized the award giv-
en to Alexandria as the most 
significant from this year, be-
cause of the city’s innovation.

“Just saying that they 
simply moved to a 911 remote 
system is taking away from 
what they really did,” Shark 
said. “What they did was 
solve a series of problems.”

Campbell said that de-
spite the remote work-
ing-conditions, the program 
has never lost a call. This is 
a result of infrastructure put 
in place to automatically re-
route any lost or dropped 
calls to the in-person backup 
center, where on-site callers 
are always available, he said.

Iman Harrison, a remote 

911 call-taker who has been 
working for the DECC for 
more than a year, said she was 
unsure about the transition 
to remote call-taking at first.

“I was scared — I didn’t 
know what the setup would 
be, and I didn’t know how it 
would work at home,” Harri-
son said.

Harrison said the IT de-
partment worked to provide 
her an extra monitor so that 
she could see all of the sys-
tems necessary — including 
units, incidents and maps — 
in order to work effectively.

As the process of remote 
work smoothed out with help 
from IT and the DECC, Har-
rison said she has enjoyed 
the safety that working from 
home can provide, as she 
doesn’t have to worry about 
putting her family at risk of 
contracting the coronavirus.

Harrison added, however, 
that she would rather work at 
the call center because of the 
comfort of having in-person 
resources and co-workers of 
whom she can ask questions.

To combat this loss of ca-
maraderie that comes with 
remote work, Campbell said 
the DECC has been keeping 
staff on a rotation of remote 
and in-person work every 
few weeks, while still giving 
those who prefer to work ful-
ly remote the option to do so.

Given the success of the 
program, the DECC plans to 
continue remote calling even 
after the pandemic. Campbell 
said having remote technology 
allows the emergency system 
to continue to operate during 
other potential crises, such as 
natural disasters or large pro-
tests that might inhibit work-
ers from getting to the office.

-lsullivan@alextimes.com

Celebrate 

Brewer’s Platter 
Slam Dunk Pretzels 
Brewer’s Sausage Sandwich 

Prussian Pretzel Rolls 
Glory Days Reuben 
Potato Pancakes

   Chi
cken Schnitzel

ALEXANDRIA COMMONS | 703-567-1577   
3141 DUKE STREET | GLORYDAYSGRILL.COM 

Available for a limited time and at  participating locations.

City gets award for remote 911 call-taking program

COURTESY PHOTO
Iman Harrison, a 911 call-taker at the Alexandria Department of 
Emergency and Customer Communications, works remotely.

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 
news every week.  Please show them your thanks 

by patronizing their businesses.
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit 
property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

5937 TE LEG R APH ROAD |  ALEX AN D R IA
5 Bed | 4F 2H Bath | $3,450,000

1 000 DARTM O UTH ROAD |  ALEX AN D R IA
6 Bed | 4F 1H Bath | $1,349,500

23 M O U NT VE R N O N AVE |  ALEX AN D R IA
2 Bed | 1F 1H Bath | $725,022

If you are considering selling 
but your home could use some 
updating, repairs, or staging, 
contact us about Compass 
Concierge.

This exclusive program offers 
our clients the up-front funds, 
interest free, to do the necessary 
work prior to listing.   
Here are a few before and after 
photos. Reach out to us for 
more details. We would love to 
help you get top dollar for your 
home!
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A C T I V E A C T I V E S O L D  

DAYNA BLUMEL 
& KERRY ADAMS

D: 703.597.2252 | K: 703.587.7841
dayna.blumel@compass.com
kerry.adams@compass.com
BlumelAdams.com

Offering Exceptional Service in 
Every Price Range

Washingtonian Top Agents 2015-2020

“The Blumel Adams Group is absolutely amazing! They went far above and 
beyond what anyone could expect to make sure that we got everything we 
wanted in our home sale and purchase this summer. We always felt like we 
were their top priority. They took the time to listen to exactly what we were 
looking for and stayed engaged throughout the process until we found our 
dream home. Buying and selling a house with Blumel Adams is more than a 
series of transactions. Our relationship with them will be lifelong and we can 
not recommend them to enough people.” - Chris & Natalie

Compass Concierge                                                                                                                                    

B E F O R E B E F O R E

A F T E R A F T E R
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Union Square salutes the 

efforts our doctors, nurses 
and first responders 

fighting Covid-19.
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.

Elegant, spacious, 19th c ballroom in the heart 
of Old Town-the perfect place for socially distant 

entertaining & weddings!
Now accepting fall & winter bookings.

571-263-9805  |  bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online atVisit Alexandria Unique 
venues and on Wedding Wire.

UnionSquare

Port City Profile

Dental Excellence Inte-
grative Center draws from 
the world’s greatest tradi-
tions on natural healing 
while using the most ad-
vanced laser technology.

Dr. Sheri uses a mind, 
body and spirit approach 
for comprehensive general 
dentistry. She is one of the 
few providers in the region, 
Dr. Sheri also specializes 
in DNA and ALF therapy to 
improve snoring and sleep 
apnea in adults and children. 
She works with the body’s 
inherent ability to heal itself 
to achieve your dental health 
and beauty goals. 

Dr. Sheri’s Integrative 
Center offers treatments via 
an advanced dental laser sys-
tem. The Lightwalker allows 
for an array of procedures 
that were not available just 
a few years ago for treating 

dental problems, sleep prob-
lems and enhancing cosmet-
ic procedures. The soft tissue 
system is non-invasive and 
makes healing faster. The 
best part is, there is no need 
for drills or needles and min-
imal or no pain. 

When looking for com-
prehensive, non-invasive 
solutions for gum diseases, 
cavities or other oral issues, 
Dental Excellence is the 
place to go.

Location: 3116 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Neighborhood: Del Ray
Founder: Dr. Sheri Salartash DDS, MAGD, FICOI, FAAIP
Year opened: 2016
Type of business: Comprehensive Dentistry
Hours of operation: 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Phone: 703-745-5496
Email: care@dentalexcellenceva.com
Website: www.dentalexcellenceva.com

Dental Excellence Integrative Center

COURTESY PHOTO
Dr. Sheri Salartash.

Staff provides update 
on a new action plan 
to address stormwater 
issues 
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City Council and Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
Environmental Services staff 
engaged in a lengthy conver-
sation about increasing the 
city’s flood mitigation ef-
forts during a work session at 
council’s legislative meeting 
on Tuesday.

A series of successive, 
high intensity storms in the 
last 14 months has left resi-
dents stranded in their cars, 
facing surging stormwaters 
in their homes and repeated-
ly calling on the city for help. 

The flood mitigation ac-
tion plan, presented by staff 
Tuesday, is the first part of 
an ongoing process to ad-
dress the difficult, some-
times tragic, situations res-
idents throughout the city 

have been facing, City Man-
ager Mark Jinks said.

“We have had unprece-
dented storms triggered by 
climate change, and while 
these used to be fairly far apart 
and rare, as they become more 
frequent, we’re going to need 
to basically change the pace 
of what we’re doing,” Jinks 
said. “We’re going to have to 
dramatically reprioritize our 
stormwater work, we’re going 
to have to accelerate, we’re go-
ing to have to be creative.”

The city’s flood mitiga-
tion action plan involves a 
three-pronged approach: 
reprioritizing and acceler-
ating largescale capital im-
provement projects, estab-
lishing an interdepartmental 
strike team and providing 
immediate assistance to res-
idents through grants and 
other funding services.

Director of T&ES Yon Lam-
bert emphasized that mitigat-
ing the impacts of flooding 

on the city will involve efforts 
both from the city and private 
property owners throughout 
the process.

“Although we have an ac-
tion plan to make some quick 
investments and it is our 
every [intention] to get the 
trucks running as soon as we 
possibly can, so to speak … I 
need to make sure to contin-
ue to urge property owners, 
business owners in the city 
to take stock of your situa-
tion now,” Lambert said.

In 2016, the city conduct-
ed a city-wide study of its 
stormwater system that iden-
tified 83 problem areas in the 
city’s watersheds. Of the 83, 
23 problem areas are in the 
Four Mile Run and Hooff’s 
Run watersheds, according 
to Jesse Maines, stormwater 
division chief. 

Both Four Mile Run and 
Hooff’s Run are prioritized 

City Council to expedite 
flood mitigation projects

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
There are 11 critical capacity projects that the city has identified along Four Mile Run and Hooff's Run. 
Many of them align with locations where there has been a recent increase of 311 service requests 
during flooding events.

SEE FLOODING | 16
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Always Alexandria
If you're looking to remodel a kitchen, add a bathroom, finish 
a basement, or build an addition, our proprietary CaseStudy‰

process delivers all of the information you need to make the 
best decisions for your own unique project. We'll virtually 
collaborate on ideas, develop three unique design options - 
with your dream design virtually rendered in 3D - and include 
budgeting information and timelines. Visit CaseDesign.com
to set a virtual appointment or to learn more. 

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Alexandria Design  
Studio Now Open
We’re thrilled to open our 4th design studio
at the corner of Washington and King.
Because during these times,
home is more important than ever. 



14 |SEPTEMBER 24, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

3 year old Pablo’s needs are minimal. This darling, 100-pound couch 
potato takes his “me-time” very seriously. Little else is on his agenda, 

except for breakfast & dinner, and treats in between.

Are you interested in a relaxed roommate? Pablo may be your guy. To 
meet him in person, or virtually, please visit: alexandriaanimals.org

THANK YOU

~ In Search of a Sofa ~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Let me find you a new 
home, too.”

Send videos & photos from your 
walk to be incorporated into our 
live-streamed program on  
October 25th.

Competition to raise the most 
money will run until October  
25th. Prizes awarded. Walk to  
make a difference!

Register & learn more go to at www.walktobustcancer.org

Walk anytime, 
anywhere from 
October 1-25th.

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Pandemic poses 
challenges, as group 
attempts to chart a 
path forward for the 
program 
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

At its first virtual meet-
ing on Monday night, the 
city’s ad hoc scooter task 
force recommended that the 
phase II e-scooter pilot pro-
gram be extended.

The recommendation, 
which would extend the 
program through Dec. 31, 
2021, will go to City Council 
for consideration in the fall, 
ahead of the pilot’s expira-
tion at the end of 2020.

The task force came to its 
conclusion largely as a result 
of time restrictions imposed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which forced staff to delay 
the group’s first meeting in 
March and cancel an entire 
spring and summer’s worth 
of community outreach 
events and meetings.

The city’s e-scooter pilot 
faced challenges before those 
posed by the pandemic. City 
Council approved the initial 
pilot in November 2018, after 
e-scooter companies began 

dispatching scooters in the 
city. By then, residents were 
already concerned about 
riders parking scooters on 
sidewalks, riding them in the 
right of way and disobeying 
other scooter regulations.

Despite concerns from 
residents, riders flocked to 
the devices, taking 250,000 
trips in 2019, according to 
staff’s presentation. To ad-
dress community concerns, 
staff implemented geofenced 
“no park” zones, corrals and 
safety messaging.

Council approved a phase 
II pilot and voted to create 
the task force on Dec. 14, 
2019, due in part to Virgin-
ia state code, which would 
allow scooter companies to 
operate freely within com-
munities without a pilot or 
permanent program in place. 
The task force is composed of 
members of City Council, the 
community, local businesses 
and advocacy groups.

The phase II pilot came 
with some changes: a city-
wide sidewalk riding ban, a 
mandate that scooter com-
panies deploy 30% of their 
fleets in specific areas of the 
city and a requirement that 

permitted companies deploy 
their scooters in a corral if 
one is nearby.

As of Sept. 17, riders have 
taken 54,000 trips as part of 
the current pilot, according 
to the staff presentation. 

The pandemic is largely 
to blame for such a sharp de-
crease in ridership, accord-
ing to staff. Residents were 
in lockdown for the majority 
of the year, and the scoot-
er companies decreased the 
number of devices they were 
deploying in response. 

The pandemic also sig-
nificantly disrupted staff’s 
plans to evaluate the pro-
gram and its future, which 
involved community out-
reach and consistent task 
force meetings.

“It was quite clear that we 
were not getting representa-
tive data and we would not be 
able [to] when we have huge 
portions of the city and the 
country under stay-at-home 
orders,” Alex Block, principal 
planner for the city, said.

With council voting on 
the recommendation in the 
fall and the pilot expiring at 

E-scooter task force  
recommends extending 
phase II pilot

FILE PHOTO

SEE E-SCOOTERS | 15
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the end of the year, the task 
force faced two deadlines 
during its meeting on Mon-
day. There would be very lit-
tle time to evaluate new op-
tions or conduct community 
outreach before presenting a 
recommendation to council, 
staff said.

“We really hoped to do 
more this year with [the task 
force] and the community 
really to determine how to 
move forward and what that 
should look like,” Victoria 
Caudullo, city planner in 
mobility services, said. “The 
fact that we’re only able to 
meet now, unfortunately, the 
timing on this program is 
running out.”

Staff presented four op-
tions to the task force: ex-
tending the current phase II 
pilot, establishing a phase III 
pilot, establishing a perma-
nent program or allowing the 
pilot to expire.

Due to the time con-
straints involved in the pro-
cess, the first three options 
would involve extending the 
current pilot, Block said. 
Changing the current pro-
gram to create a phase III 
pilot would require an ex-
tension as potential changes 
are considered and input is 
gathered from the commu-
nity; adopting a permanent 
program would require the 
same kind of extension.

Staff also noted that a pro-
posed phase III pilot would 
be essentially the same as 
the current pilot, since no 
major changes could be eval-
uated or recommended in 
time for council approval. 
Not only would staff need to 
engage with the community 
but it would need to go before 
commissions that meet only 
once a month before going to 
council in the fall.

“The constraints that we 
have with the expiration of 
the existing pilot and the 
timeline required to be able 
to bring this recommenda-
tion in front of council real-

ly left us with any practical 
solution to the pilot [requir-
ing] some degree of exten-
sion,” Block said.

The members of the task 
force acknowledged resi-
dents’ ongoing concerns 
around parking, enforcement 
and the reporting process 
and stressed that there needs 
to be more community input 
and data before any signif-
icant change is made to the 
current program.

“Extending the pilot pro-
gram … would give the city 
and the participants on this 
task force the opportuni-
ty to engage with their key 
stakeholders and provide 
reasonable and rational al-
ternatives that could be ad-
vanced to the City Council,” 
Steve Klejst, the task force 
chair, said.

Sharon Dantzig, an Alex-
andria Commission on Aging 
representative on the task 
force, called the more signif-
icant options – making the 
program permanent or let-
ting it expire – “premature” 
without sufficient data.

While most task force 
members expressed inter-
est in extending the current 
pilot, Christian Lyle Scott, a 
representative for Councilor 
Canek Aguirre, questioned 
the need to extend the pro-
gram for another year. 

In order to make chang-
es to the current pilot, staff 
would need six to nine 
months to develop, draft and 
seek input on changes to the 
program before presenting a 
recommendation to council 
in fall 2021, Caudullo said. 

Yvonne Callahan, vice 
president of the Old Town 
Civic Association, made a 
motion, seconded by Del Ray 
business owner Amy Slack, 
to recommend extending 
the current pilot program 
through Dec. 31, 2021. The 
task force approved the mo-
tion 11-3.

The recommendation will 
now go before City Council 
for consideration this fall.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Subscribe to Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get your news delivered 
to your email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 
a day before everyone else?

E-SCOOTERS FROM | 14
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Birmingham, Alabama attorney Robert Norris helps injured claimants, nationwide, collect cash benefits from Asbestos Trusts. “No representa-
tion is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”

BLUE PLAINS
SEWAGE PLANT

Special trusts have been set up by vendors and suppliers 
of the Blue Plains Sewage plant to pay asbestos victims. You can make 

a claim without ever leaving your home.
If you ever worked at the Blue Plains Sewage plant before 1982 you may have been exposed to 

asbestos - and not even know it. You could be entitled to multiple cash settlements without even leaving your house, 
going to court, or filing a lawsuit.

Lung Cancer • Other Cancers

If you ever worked at the Blue Plains Sewage plant, you were likely exposed to asbestos.  If you have been diag-
nosed with Lung Cancer (even if you are a smoker) - or Esophageal, Laryngeal, Pharyngeal, Stomach, Colon, 

Rectal Cancer or Mesothelioma, or know someone who died from one of these cancers, call

1-800-478-9578
Free 

Claims Analysis
www.getnorris.com/asb
Nationwide Service

in the current CIP budget, 
which allocates $7.5 mil-
lion in FY2025 for the two 
projects. However, staff is 
looking to move them up to 
FY2023, Maines said.

When Vice Mayor Eliza-
beth Bennett-Parker advo-
cated for further acceleration 
of these projects, Maines said 
staff could look into moving 
them to FY2022.

Those two projects have 
proven even more critical in 
light of the recent storms. A 
heat map staff presented to 
council showed that 11 critical 
capacity projects identified in 
those two areas overlap sig-
nificantly with areas that had 
high numbers of 311 service 
requests in recent months.

Maines noted that those 
service requests will not all 

be covered by the larger ca-
pacity projects but may be 
covered as part of the city’s 
spot improvement projects 
meant to address smaller, 
more localized issues.

Staff members plan to 
shift more resources toward 
these smaller projects and ac-
celerate their implementation 
timelines. Prior to FY2021, 
the city dedicated $300,000 

annually in the CIP to spot 
improvement projects; the 
FY2021 approved CIP in-
creased spot improvement 
funding by $120,000 with an 
escalation planned over time, 
according to Maines.

Some funding could also 
potentially be diverted from 
the city’s water quality in-
vestments, most of which in-
volve costly, long-term cap-
ital projects that have to be 
completed in order to meet 
state mandates. 

Water quality projects 
make up 57% of the approved 
10-year stormwater utility 
plan’s designated funding, 
totaling $57,219,567. Mean-
while, capacity and spot im-
provement projects make up 
26%, $26,575,017, of allo-
cated funding. Stream and 
channel maintenance makes 
up the remaining 17%, or 
$17,474,167.

Mayor Justin Wilson and 
Councilor John Chapman 
asked staff how much funding 
could be diverted from water 
quality projects to capacity 
and flood mitigation projects, 
given the city is already ahead 
on the state-mandated water 
quality plan.

Maines said it is possible 
to shift resources as long as 
the city stays on top of its wa-
ter quality benchmarks.

“I think we can fight 
a two-front war,” Maines 
said. “Maybe it’s taking the 
troops from one front to the 
other front … kind of moving 
those over where we know 
we need more resources to 
attack, to accelerate what 
we need to do on the water 
qualtity side.”

In addition to the city’s 
prioritization of capital 
projects, the action plan 
involves expanded mainte-
nance capacity.

The 2020 extreme rain 
events have resulted in more 
than 600 service requests 
through the city’s 311 system 
and the storm on Sept. 10 
alone resulted in 315 service 
requests, T&ES Deputy Di-
rector Jeff DuVal said.

City staff is attempting 
to correct issues that have 
quick fixes where they can, 
DuVal said.

“However, many of the 
issues being reported are 
much more complex … and 
are going to require ex-
tensive investigation, field 
work, engineering analysis 
and design so that we’re 
able to identify potential 
solutions to implement,” 
DuVal said.

Staff did identify one spe-
cific area of concern when it 
comes to maintenance ef-
forts: the Hooff’s Run Cul-
vert, a large, underground 
double-barreled tunnel with 
some exposed sections that 
carries stormwater flow 
from Del Ray, Rosemont and 
North Ridge. 

Residents around the cul-
vert have expressed repeated 
concerns since 2019.

During the public com-
ment period of the meeting, 
resident LaMonica Johnston 
stressed the need for coun-
cil and staff to understand 
the impact flooding has had 
on residents.

Johnston lives on East Lin-
den Street, near the exposed 
part of Hooff’s Run Culvert. 
On July 8, 2019, Johnston had 
just put her 7-month-old son 
down for a nap and was ly-
ing down herself when she 
woke to a buzzing sound in 
her house, she said. When she 
stood up, she noticed there 
was three inches of water in 
her house, and it was rising. 
In less than 10 minutes, the 
water had risen to 20 inches.

“My infant son, who was 
sitting next to me, almost 
drowned in 2019,” Johnston 
said. “The culvert problem is 
not just destroying our prop-
erty. It’s not just ruining our 
personal belongings or our 
cars. It’s not just stealing our 
time from the days and weeks 
we spend cleaning it. It’s lit-
erally threatening lives.”

After the July 2019 storm, 
staff found large chunks of 

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
City staff is looking at potentially shifting capital projects funding 
from water quality projects to address water capacity issues and 
flood mitigation.
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debris in multiple sections of 
the culvert and recognized 
there was a need for further 
inspection and cleaning. In 
May 2020, the city contracted 
RedZone Robotics to inspect 
the culvert and ultimately 
found areas with debris as 
well as some structural is-
sues, DuVal said.

The city accelerated the 
project and procured funds 
for cleaning and repair. The 
cleaning project, which is 
set to start in the fall, will 
cost about $2 million and 
take four to six months to 
complete. 

Seifeldein asked Lambert 
to clarify how often staff 
performs the kind of detailed 
analysis that was done on the 
Hooff’s Run Culvert.

Staff does not regularly 
perform that kind of analy-
sis, but more comprehensive 
checks are being scheduled 
as a result of the RedZone 
Robotics analysis, according 
to Lambert.

“[What] we will be doing 
with our interdepartmental 
work team is determining 
whether we need to expand 
maintenance capacity and 
the intervals of maintenance 
for certain pieces of infra-
structure within the city,” 
Lambert said.

Staff is also looking into 

more immediate ways of ad-
dressing residents' ongoing 
issues in the aftermath of 
recent flooding, such as po-
tentially expanding eligibility 
for the Backflow Preventer 
Program. This allows the city 
to pay up to 50% of the cost of 
installing a BFP, up to $2,000, 
for residents, T&ES Deputy 
Director Bill Skrabak said.

The city is also investi-
gating potential federal flood 
relief grant funding from the 
Federal Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and Commu-
nities and Flood Mitigation 
Assistance programs. More 
locally, the city is explor-
ing the possibility of a local 
grants program that would 
use stormwater utility dol-
lars to help residents flood-
proof their homes.

“Potentially it would be a 
grant that we fund ourselves, 
similar to the Backflow Pre-
venter Program, where, for 
example, if a homeown-
er installed one of these 
flood-proof doors and it cost 
$2,000, we might do that 
50% and reimburse them,” 
Skrabak said.

“We think this would be 
one fairly quick way to get 
some assistance to folks to 
prevent future flood dam-
age,” Skrabak continued.

In order to prioritize ef-
forts across the city, the ac-
tion plan would establish 

an interdepartmental strike 
team that would coordinate 
resources and find ways to 
accelerate projects.

Chapman recommended 
that, in addition the city’s 
internal strike team, staff 
look into forming an external 
strike team that would com-
municate with homeowners 
and civic associations. He 
compared it to the Alexan-
dria Police Department’s po-
lice liaisons. 

“Having that ability to 
communicate with a city ex-
pert is necessary, especially in 
the long-term,” Chapman said.

Throughout the discus-
sion, members of City Coun-
cil acknowledged that these 
efforts are, in some ways, 
coming far too late but are 

necessary nonetheless.
“If we’re putting blame 

on someone, it’s honestly on 
us,” Councilor Amy Jackson 
said. “… I guess my concern 
is the priorities, that they 
should have changed a long 
time ago, so I’m thankful 
that they’re changing now.”

“There is simply nothing 
we can do to protect our home 
as homeowners,” resident 
Michael Fujka said during 
the public discussion period. 
“This is a city problem that 
we need the city to solve.”

Jackson and Wilson both 
asked staff about the sewage 
backup issue some residents 
have been reporting.

Staff is moving into a new 
phase of its sewage system re-
habilitation that will include 

a closer examination of im-
proper connections between 
stormwater and sanitary sys-
tems on residents’ properties, 
Skrabak said. Wilson pushed 
staff to address this issue as 
soon as possible.

“As we create a hierarchy 
of the challenges we need to 
deal with, it seems like that 
ought to be number one be-
cause that should never, ever, 
ever happen,” Wilson said. 
“… Those [cases] are a whole 
new level of devastation for 
property owners who are ex-
periencing that.”

Staff will return to coun-
cil at a future work session in 
the fall to propose CIP and 
maintenance adjustments, 
present a neighborhood en-
gagement and technical sup-
port framework and provide 
more concrete details on a 
potential flood mitigation 
grant program.

“Our residents are ex-
pecting, are demanding, [we 
address] it, and this is one of 
the most basic services we 
provide as a community, so 
we have to step up to that 
challenge,” Wilson said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Enhanced online ordering 
& payment in advance!

Delivery service too!

Everyday small bowl 
lunch special!

Sales Gallery/Coming Soon  |  Alexandria Times  |  Quarter-page 4C: 5.5˝ x 4.5˝

The Very Best in Care 
Is Coming to Old Town
Discover Sunrise of Old Town’s personalized 
approach to assisted living and memory 
care—and learn more about our dining and 
programming, coming in the spring of 2021.

• Highly trained, compassionate team  
of caregivers

• Conveniently close to medical centers 
and hospitals

• Community cleaning protocols are 
constantly reinforced, with professional 
deep-cleans performed as necessary SCHEDULE YOUR 

APPOINTMENT Contact us for more info:
703-454-9900 | SunriseOldTown.com/Times

© 2020 Sunrise Senior Living

OLD TOWN

All our team members are following COVID-19 infection control 
protocols, including wearing a mask. Number of visitors allowed 
inside is limited, to maintain appropriate social distancing. 

Off-Site Sales Gallery: 
700 Princess Street 

Mezzanine Level  
Alexandria, VA 22314

58720156-061-Sunrise_Old_Town_Print_Media_Ads_SALES_GALLERY_FOUNDERS_CLUB_hz2.indd   9 7/21/20   4:30 PM
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Our residents are expecting, are 
demanding, [we address] it, and 

this is one of the most basic services 
we provide as a community, so we 
have to step up to that challenge.”

– Mayor Justin Wilson
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hearing on April 9, Bouaichi 
had spent almost six months 
in jail, having been arrest-
ed in October 2019 for the 
alleged rape. Following a 
preliminary hearing in De-
cember 2019, during which 
Dominguez testified, Bouai-
chi was indicted by a grand 
jury in January on the five 
charges – rape, sodomy, ab-
duction with the intent to 
defile, strangulation and ma-
licious wounding. 

The April bond hearing 
lasted a total of 22 minutes. 
The judge considering the 
bond motion, now retired 
Judge Nolan Dawkins, was 
not the same judge who 

ruled over Bouaichi’s pre-
liminary hearing, nor was 
the prosecutor at the bond 
hearing, Assistant Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Rob-
ert Strange, the same pros-
ecutor who appeared at the 
preliminary hearing.

At the hearing, Bouaichi’s 
lawyers, Frank Salvato and 
Manuel Leiva, argued that 
Bouaichi should be released 
because they had a case for 
Bouaichi’s innocence, he 
had a right to a speedy trial, 
he would be at risk of con-
tracting the coronavirus in 
jail and he was not a threat 
to the community.

In briefly detailing their 
case for Bouaichi’s inno-
cence, the lawyers shared 
some of the details from the 
night of the alleged rape in 
October.

“I’m not going to get into 
a whole tit-for-tat or he said/
she said in terms of the case, 
but I [will] give the Court a 
couple of tidbits with regard 
to the strength of the Com-
monwealth’s case,” Salvato 
said at the hearing.

Dominguez and Bouaichi 
had allegedly been in a rela-

tionship for four months at the 
time of the incident, Salvato 
said. The evening of the al-
leged rape, Bouaichi had driv-
en Dominguez to the corner 
of 18th and M streets in D.C., 
where she worked as an exotic 
pole dancer, Salvato said. They 
then went to various bars. 

Salvato said that after the 
incident, Dominguez told a 
Sexual Assault Nurse Exam-
iner that “she had had alcohol 
during the course of the eve-
ning and she could not even 
remember the quantity of al-
cohol, where the alcohol was 
taken, what she had to drink 
or anything along those lines.” 

Salvato argued there were 
inconsistencies in Domin-
guez’s testimony at the pre-
liminary hearing, what she 
told the SANE nurse and 
what she told a police officer. 

In the Commonwealth’s 
version of the night’s events, 
relayed by Strange, Bouaichi 
was supposed to drive Domin-
guez to her job, but instead 
drove around to several bars 
trying to find cocaine. The 
two got into an argument, 
and Dominguez took an Uber 
home, according to Strange.

About an hour after 
Dominguez arrived at home, 
Bouaichi showed up at her 
apartment, Strange said. 

“She ran into the bath-
room inside her bedroom 
and locked the door,” 
Strange said at the hearing. 
“The defendant entered 
through the sliding glass 
patio door and broke into 
the bathroom. He strangled 
her and dragged her by the 
hair into the living room 
and kitchen area, dragged 
her back into the bedroom 
where he forced her to per-
form oral sex and forcibly 
raped her.”

Bouaichi allegedly stayed 
in the apartment with 
Dominguez all night, then 
left the next morning after 
he cleaned up a broken vase 
from the struggle the night 
before and removed a bloody 
pillowcase from the apart-
ment, Strange said. 

“When he left, the vic-
tim looked out and called 
her friend to call the police 
because she doesn't speak 
English. There was a SANE 

TACOS 4.50 each

GRILLED FISH TACO
with fruit salsa, cabbage & yuzu remoulade

FRIED FISH TACO
with avocado, pico & yuzu remoulade

CHICKEN TACO
marinated breast with tomato, cheese & onion

SKIRT STEAK TACO
marinated & grilled with lettuce & salsa verde

PHILLY CHEESE STEAK TACO
with queso & grilled onions

SMOKED PORK TACO
with scallions, sour cream, pico & cilantro

CRISPY BEEF TACO
with lettuce, cheese & pico

SUSHI, TACOS AND MORE ON THE AVENUE

SA
LA

DS

HOUSE
lettuce, cabbage, cucumber, tomato,  
with choice of citrus or creamy shiso dressing

SQUID SALAD 
marinated grilled calamari salad

SEAWEED SALAD
traditional hiyashi wakame

SEARED TUNA SALAD*
served over mixed greens with honey-lime
cilantro dressing and rice

6

7

6

16

SO
UP

S

MISO

SUIMONO
shiitake dashi with fresh mushrooms
*with shrimp and rice

AGEDASHI TOFU
tofu kara-age in vegetable broth

4

5

7

7

SM
AL

L P
LA

TES

EDAMAME

SEARED MAINE LOBSTER TAIL
with spinach, shiitake & yuzu-koshu soy butter

SEARED DUCK BREAST
with mustard miso

SHRIMP TEMPURA
served with sweet-chile sauce

CHICKEN TATSUTAGE
deep fried sweet soy and ginger marinated
chicken served with yuzu remoulade

VEGETABLE TEMPURA
assorted, served with vegetable tentsuyu

GRILLED SCALLOPS
with sautéed spinach, shiitake and bacon

GRILLED STEAK SKEWERS*
marinated skirt steak

TUNA* POKE WONTON “TOSTADAS” (3)

VEGETABLE WONTON “TOSTADAS” (3)
with pico and avocado

5

12/20 dbl 

11

8

8

7.50

8

8

10

6

*Consuming raw or under-cooked meats, poultry, seafood, shellfish or eggs may increase your risk of food-borne illness.

SA
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1909 MOUNT VERNON AVENUE, DEL RAY, ALEXANDRIA 22301  •  703.836.1212  •  www.kaizentavern.com
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EN
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Entrée bowls served over your choice of mixed 
seasonal greens, white rice, or brown rice

SKIRT STEAK
grilled, with chile shiso buttermilk dressing

CHICKEN
grilled chicken teriyaki with creamy shiso 
vinaigrette

SALMON
grilled, with citrus-soy vinaigrette

SALMON POKE*
raw salmon with lemon-chile soy dressing

16

16

18

18

MA
INS

with porkbelly-soy green beans, onion tempura 
& steamed rice

CHICKEN TERIYAKI

GRILLED SKIRT STEAK

GRILLED SALMON OR MAHI-MAHI

18

18

18

MA
KI 

RO
LLS

CALIFORNIA
kanikama crabstick, avocado & cucumber

SPICY TUNA*
with spicy mayo & scallions

YELLOWTAIL & SCALLION*

SALMON & AVOCADO*

TUNA & AVOCADO*

EEL & CUCUMBER

CUCUMBER & AVOCADO

SHRIMP TEMPURA ROLL
with avocado & eel sauce

4.5/5 with masago

5.50

7

5.50

6.50

6.50

4.50

8.50

NIG
IRI

CRABSTICK

EEL*

SALMON ROE*

FLYING FISH ROE*

DAILY SPECIAL

3.5

6

6

6

market

5

5

6

5

6

two pieces per order

TUNA*

SALMON*

YELLOWTAIL*

SHRIMP*

SCALLOP*

SP
EC

IAL
TY

 RO
LLS

JO LOBSTER ROLL
lobster & avocado topped with seafood trio

RAINBOW ROLL*
avocado & cucumber roll wrapped with salmon,
tuna & yellowtail

SOFTSHELL CRAB ROLL
fried softshell, green onion & eel sauce

DRAGON ROLL
avocado, cucumber roll wrapped in eel

KAIZEN CRUNCHY SPICY TUNA ROLL*
with avocado, cilantro and jalapeño

JO HAMACHI ROLL* 
seared yellowtail with avocado, cilantro, jalapeño, 
tobiko, spicy wasabi mayo, & eel sauce

SMOKEY DEL RAY ROLL
shrimp tempura, cream cheese & avocado topped 
with smoked salmon

VEGETABLE DELUXE ROLL
cucumber, avocado, pickle, cilantro,  
jalapeño & ginger

CHERRY BLOSSOM ROLL*
salmon two ways, cucumber,  
avocado & sweet n spicy sauce

19

15

14

15

15

15

15

14

15

KAIZEN TATAKI*
seared yellowtail with avocado, jalapeño,
shiso, onion & ponzu

TUNA TARTARE*
chopped tuna, green apple,  
lightly dressed with chile sesame oil,  
served with wonton crisps for dipping

SASHIMI ASSORTMENT*
tuna, yellowtail, salmon, tobiko and bowl
of steamed rice

TEX
-M

EX

QUESADILLAS 9 each

SMOKED DUCK
duck, pico, jack cheese, green onions & sour cream

GRILLED CHICKEN
grilled chicken, jack cheese, pico, avocado & sour cream

1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray
703.836.1212 • www.kaizentavern.com

we are donating a  
portion of Kaizen’s 

proceeds to the  
GoFundMe page for 

Lee Raynes, of Bellies 
& Babies, whose 

house burned.

Between  
Sept 25-Sept 28

Go to: gofundme.com/f/
bellies-amp-babies039-lee-
raynes-house-fire-recovery

Clubhouse at Crest of Alexandria

CALL 703.268.1265 TODAY TO LEARN MORE!

4-Level Condominiums | 1–2 Bedrooms | 1–2 Bathrooms

5,000 sq. ft. clubhouse with a yoga studio and fitness center | On-site activities coordinator
Outdoor kitchen and firepit | Walking trails, parks, gardens, pickleball courts | Pet Friendly

Income and other financial restrictions apply. Must qualify through Fairfax County Affordable
Dwelling Unit program. For further questions visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/housing.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING AT THE CREST OF ALEXANDRIA CONDOMINIUMS

6107 Fairview Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22315

ONLY 2 UNITS REMAIN!!!
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Alexandria Times’  

Cause of the Month

For over 30 years, Community Lodgings has helped homeless 
and low-income families by providing a variety of affordable and 
transitional housing options. In addition we offer Youth Education 

programs and Community Outreach.

done and she did have ev-
idence of a genital injury,” 
Strange said.

In addition, Strange said 
that forensic evidence found at 
the crime scene corroborated 
Dominguez’ version of events. 

"There was hair that has 
been pulled out and broken 
fingernails as well, and she 
also told the police that she 
even bit the defendant's arm 
while he was raping her," 
Strange said. 

Detectives later found an 
injury consistent with a bite 
mark on Bouaichi’s arm.

After hearing arguments 
from both sides, Dawkins set 
Bouaichi’s bond at $25,000 
– $5,000 for each indicted 
count – and ordered him to 
remain at his parents’ home 
in Maryland except to meet 
with his attorneys and pretri-
al services. Dawkins did not 
order Bouaichi to wear a GPS 
tracking device, and the pros-
ecution did not request one.

In reviewing the details 
of the case, a former juvenile 
and district court judge, who 
spoke with the Times on the 
condition of anonymity, said 
she was not impressed with 
the prosecution’s perfor-
mance at the bond hearing.

She said that the defense 
attorneys had a strong argu-
ment built on three prongs: 
evidence that Bouaichi was 
not guilty, his right to a 
speedy trial and their inabil-
ity to effectively meet with 
him in person due to safety 
precautions at the Alexan-
dria jail. The prosecution 
did not counter these argu-

ments, she said.
“I just felt like the Com-

monwealth pretty much said, 
‘Well, there’s a presumption 
here that he shouldn’t be let 
out, so judge, don’t let him 
out,’” the anonymous judge 
said. “I just felt that so many 
more points were made by the 
defense than the prosecutor.”

When asked how she 
would have ruled had she 
been hearing the bond mo-
tion, the anonymous judge 
said it would have been a dif-
ficult decision. 

“I would have factored in 
how strong the defense ar-
gument was. I would’ve fac-
tored in that the Common-
wealth didn’t counter most of 
the defense argument. And 
I would’ve remembered that 
there is a speedy trial right 
in our country,” she said. “It’s 
hard to say, but I probably 
would have [released him on 
bond] based on the strength 
of the arguments.”

While the anonymous 
judge largely reinforced the 
reasoning behind Dawkins’ 
decision, Pat Woodward, a 
defense attorney and former 
federal prosecutor, had dif-
ferent insights after review-
ing the hearing transcript. 

Woodward said he was 
surprised that Dawkins didn’t 
defer to the decision of Judge 
Donald Haddock, the judge 
who presided over Bouaic-
hi’s preliminary hearing and 
bound it over to a grand jury.

“One of the things that re-
ally jumps out at me is that the 
judge [Dawkins] didn’t frankly 
defer to the fact-finding of a 
prior judge, who heard from 
the victim, especially when the 

defense counsel is challeng-
ing the victim’s credibility,” 
Woodward said. “That should 
have sparked an interest in the 
judge, like, okay, another judge 
has heard this and held this 
gentleman without bond.”

In addition, Woodward 
said he was shocked that 
the prosecution didn’t ask 
for GPS monitoring and the 
judge didn’t order it. He said 
it is a common requirement 
for defendants released from 
federal court, and suggested 
that the nature of the hear-
ing was likely uncommon for 
the Alexandria Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s Office. 

“Maybe they’re not used 
to having folks charged with 
rape released, maybe that’s 
the issue,” Woodward said. 
“It doesn’t happen very of-
ten, but you’d think that 
they’d have a protocol where 
they at least ask for [GPS 
monitoring.] I’m just befud-
dled why they didn’t.”

The anonymous judge 
agreed she would have asked 
for stronger requirements 
on Bouaichi’s bond order, 
but acknowledged it might 
not have prevented Bouaichi 
from murdering Dominguez. 

“I don’t know how you 
could’ve prevented this,” 
she said. “I don’t know if 
GPS tracking would have 
changed things, but if I was 
the Commonwealth, I prob-
ably would have asked for 
some stronger things.”

The full hearing transcript 
of Bouaichi’s bond appeal 
is available online at www.
a lex t i mes.com / 2020/ 0 9/
bond-hearing.

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

One of the things that really jumps out at me is that the 
judge [Dawkins] didn’t frankly defer to the fact-finding of 
a prior judge, who heard from the victim, especially when 

the defense counsel is challenging the victim’s credibility. That 
should have sparked an interest in the judge, like, okay, another 
judge has heard this and held this gentleman without bond.”

– Pat Woodward, 
defense attorney
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Walking into Janene Neely’s Del Ray home, it’s obvious that Neely has an 
eye for design and home décor. What’s not as evident is that she’s an avid DIY-
er and has performed most of the home’s renovations herself, with the help of 
her husband, Dan.

The Neelys bought their 1920s Craftsman-style home about a year ago. 

CLOSE HOMETO

HOME 
PROFILE

in Del Ray

DIY & decor in Del Ray

Home design enthusiast Janene Neely  
transforms her 1920s Craftsman
BY MISSY SCHROTT

SEE DIY & DECOR | 23

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Janene Neely’s living room. After moving to their Del Ray home, the Neelys repainted the living room walls and fireplace and added personal design touches.

DIY &  
decor
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Sue Goodhart  
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com
Allison Goodhart DuShuttle  

allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
(703) 362-3221

thegoodhartgroup.com
106 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Licensed VA | DC | MD

3812 Fort Worth Avenue. 
5 Beds, 3.5 Baths 

$1,095,000

400 N. View Terrace 
5 Beds, 2 full & 3 half Baths 

$1,719,900

225 N. Lee Street. 
3 Beds, 3.5 Baths 

$1,450,000

322 N. Columbus Street 
4 Beds, 3.5. Baths 

$2,195,000

3937 Old Dominion Blvd, 
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths 

$650,000

715 1/2 S. Lee Street,
 3 Beds, 2.5 Baths

$1,580,000

817 S. Columbus Street, 
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths 

$940,000

1315 Lafayette Drive 
6 Beds, 5.5 Baths 

$1,289,500

Find your place in Alexandria
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Limited Time Offer
Don’t Miss These Special Savings

Fall Promotion!

25% OFF
ENTIRE PROJECT

Windows, Doors & Installation
Plus...

Have Us Give You A FREE Estimate 
And We Will Beat Any Other 
Window Company Estimate*

631 S Patrick St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

www.SunBriteWindowsandDoors.com

We’re Here To Help... Let Us Be 
Your “Personal Window Consultants!”

703 912-0300
*The product specifications, labor and warranty must be identical, available for purchase at a lower price from a company located in the DMV and who is 

authorized by the manufacturer to sell & install the product. Restrictions and conditions apply, Call us for details. Cannot be combined with previous purchase. 

Installing Windows Is What We’ve Always Done Better and Faster Than Anyone Else!

If You Own A Home In Alexandria Or Arlington... The Area’s Top Rated Window Company 
Has A Special Offer On Their Industry-Leading Sierra Pacific Windows and Doors!

Voted Best 
Window & Door

Company!

Alexandria Gazette A 9-24-20_Alexandria Gazette 9-25-19  9/21/20  5:51 PM  Page 1

Since then, they’ve been 
renovating the home, step 
by step, with a series of DIY, 
or do-it-yourself, projects. 

Most of the renovations 
have been small-scale proj-
ects – such as redoing the 

moulding around a window or 
installing wainscoting along 
the dining room walls – but 
combined, the changes have 
transformed the home, both 
bringing it up to date stylis-
tically and honoring its origi-
nal architectural elements.

“For us, it’s really about 

what the house is trying to 
tell us,” Neely said. “We want 
to, in a way, restore it to what 
it once was or maybe the po-
tential it could have always 
had, so we definitely gravitate 
towards … more historically 

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The exterior of the Neelys’ 1920s Craftsman in Del Ray.

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The Neelys built the swing on their front porch themselves.
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appropriate design choices, 
but at the same time, a little 
bit more updated, so it does 
feel modern and refreshed.”

Since purchasing their 
home, the Neelys have made 
changes to almost every room. 
Spending more time at home 
because of the pandemic has 
allowed them to check several 
projects off of their to-do list.

In the living room, they 
repainted the walls and fire-
place and added moulding 
around the entryway to the 
dining room. In the dining 
room, they added white wain-
scoting around the walls, 
put in dark gray wallpaper in 
an organic marbled pattern, 
switched out the light fixture 
and added a decorative me-
dallion on the ceiling. They 
also repainted both bedrooms 
and put moulding on the 
walls in the master.

One of their major chang-
es to the home was a full 
bathroom renovation, which 
the Neelys had a contractor 
complete before they moved 
in. The new bathroom has 
subway tile on the walls and 
basketweave tile flooring – a 
popular style choice in De-
pression-era bathrooms. 

When it comes to home 
improvement projects and 
deciding whether to do it 
herself or hire someone else, 
Neely said her decisions often 
come down to comfort level.

“For the bathroom, we did 
hire a company,” Neely said. 
“We wanted to make sure 
that things were done right 
with plumbing and tilework. 
Not to say that we won’t learn 
one day, but that we felt more 
comfortable getting a profes-
sional to do it.”

As for the rest of the house 
and the various DIY projects, 
the couple’s philosophy is 
“learn as you go.” Neither are 
professionals, but they are 
gradually increasing their 
home design skill sets.

“These projects, learning 
to build, we know that we 

might not get it right the first 
time and that’s okay,” Neely 
said. “If we don’t know [how 
to do something], we do a lot 
of research to try to figure it 
out and learn how to do it. 
We’re not afraid because if 
we mess up it’s okay. We’ll 
figure out how to fix it.”

Neely described much of 
her house as a work in prog-
ress, and she said she has plans 
for various projects she’d like 
to complete down the line. 

One of the projects on that 
wish list is a kitchen renova-
tion. However, since that ma-
jor remodel likely won’t come 
to fruition for a few years, 
the couple has made several 
smaller, inexpensive changes 
in the meantime.

If we don’t know [how to do 
something], we do a lot of 

research to try to figure it out and 
learn how to do it. We’re not afraid 
because if we mess up it’s okay. 
We’ll figure out how to fix it.”

–Janene Neely

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: The breakfast nook before renovations. 
Right: The dining room before renovations. 

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Top: The dining room after renovations. The Neelys switched out the 
light fixture and added wallpaper and wainscoting on the walls.
Bottom: The breakfast nook after renovations. The Neelys redid the 
built-in seating and installed peel-and-stick tile flooring themselves.
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Brokers Warmly Welcomed. 
Must register and comply with 
policy terms.

Are You Ready for Bigger and Bett er?
FIND YOUR DREAM HOME WITH CRAFTMARK!

4-LEVEL 
ROOFTOP TOWNHOMES 

FROM THE LOW $800S

An exclusive selecti on of homes 
showcasing gracious living designs 
and lush green views in a charming 

wooded setti  ng, on a private 
cul-de-sac in Alexandria. 

CONVENIENT LIVING:
Enchanti ng Homesites • Near Old 
Town Alexandria • Easy Access to 

Commuter Routes & Washington, D.C. 
• Great Retail & Dining Opti ons 
• Nature Trails & Parks Nearby

JOIN OUR VIP LIST! 
BURNTPINEESTATES.COM

CALL FOR A PERSONAL 
APPOINTMENT!

Sales Manager | Lori Windsor
(703) 507-6882 (Call or Text!)

lwindsor@craft markhomes.com

ARCHITECTURALLY 
DISTINCTIVE SINGLE 

FAMILY HOMES FROM $1.1M

NEW URBAN GRAND 
ELEVATOR TOWNS

FROM THE UPPER $600S

LibertyByCra� mark.com

Take a Virtual Tour!

Experience Single Family living without 
the price or the maintenance when 

you Go Grand with Craftmark at 
Liberty in Fairfax County!

EXACTLY WHERE YOU 
WANT TO LIVE:

Walkable Shopping & Dining at 
Future Liberty Market • Green FFX 

CO & Golf Course Views • Workplace 
Convenience • Nature Trails 

• Room to Roam • Community Center

INCLUDED FEATURES:
Grand Size: 24' x 44' Layout 

• 2,740 sq. ft. • 10' Ceilings on Main 
Level • Shaw 5" Engineered Hardwood 
Flooring • Bosch®  Appliance Package

A lively Alexandria neighborhood 
centrally located to our nation’s capital, 
featuring incredible included features 
and a host of walkable conveniences.

SO MUCH TO LOVE…
INSIDE:

Rooftop Terrace • 9’ Ceilings 
• Gourmet Kitchen • Bosch® Appliances 

• Deluxe Baths with Designer Finishes 
• 5” Engineered Hardwood Flooring

& OUT:
Easy Commutes • Near Amazon HQ2 

• Fine Dining & Retail Options at 
Shirlington • Walk to Parks & Recreation 

CALL FOR A PERSONAL 
APPOINTMENT!

Sales Manager | Bethany Stewart
(240) 678-9365 (Call or Text!)

bstewart@mcwb.com

FillmorePlaceWestAlexandria.com
Take a Virtual Tour!
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Jeanne Warner
+1 703 980 9106  

jwarner@ttrsir.com  

Old Town Alexandria Brokerage
400 S Washington Street,  

Alexandria, VA  

2213 Belle Haven Road
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22307

Fabulous Custom Built Colonial 

Sited on a beautifully landscaped lot in the heart 
of Belle Haven. Offering 9’ ceilings, exquisite 
moldings, 3 fireplaces, gracious living room,  
elegant dining room, state of the art gourmet 
chef’s kitchen, light and airy family room, luxurious 
master suite, home theater and much more!

Offered at $2,295,000

©2020 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to 
Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

October 15
Seniors

October 29
Weddings

October 22
Health

“We’re calling it our band-
aid renovation because we 
have grand ideas of how to 
really open the back up,” 
Neely said. “But until we can 
get there, we’re just updating 
some things that will make it 
livable for us for the next cou-
ple of years and have our spin 
on it.”

The “band-aid renova-
tion” involved tearing out a 
cabinet to open up the space, 
redoing the built-in seating in 
the breakfast nook and put-
ting black-and-white, peel-
and-stick tile on the floors.

“It had this really ugly 
fake bamboo floor and it just 
didn’t feel right in the house,” 
Neely said. “We wanted 
something that kind of felt 
like a vintage vibe to it [and 
was] inexpensive, because we 

know that it’s not going to be 
forever. It’s a bold pattern and 
probably not something that 
we would normally do, but 
I’m all about taking a risk.”

Throughout the home, 
Neely’s passion for home 
decor is evident. A former 
visual manager for major 
brands Anthropologie and 
Bloomingdale’s, Neely said 
she pulls inspiration from 
her experience designing 
commercial spaces, as well as 
watching design shows.

“Lately, we’ve really been 
into that show ‘Good Bones,’” 
Neely said. “We love Mina 
and her mom. And I like the 
simplicity of Joanna Gaines’ 
style, although I’m not too 
big into the farmhouse style, 
more on the schoolhouse 
kind of side of it.”

PHOTOS/MISSY SCHROTT
Top: The bathroom after renovations. The Neelys updated the 
space with a new vanity, subway tile walls and basketweave tile 
flooring.  
Bottom: The master bedroom of the Neelys’ home. The Neelys 
installed the moulding on the walls themselves.

DIY & DECOR FROM | 24

SEE DIY & DECOR | 27
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Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

Michael Bruce | 443-795-1796 | Michael.Bruce@3day.com

Call me today for your free In-Home Consultation.
Serving Alexandria, Arlington, Capitol Hill, Georgetown.

Let's prepare your home for entertaining family 
and friends with window coverings from 3Day 

Blinds. Let me put my nearly 20 
years' experience to work for you!

September is the Gateway to the Holidays!

• Draperies and Soft treatments
• Honeycomb shades
• Norman shutters
• Roman shades
• Wood blinds

At Silverado our focus is on  
our resident quality of LIFE  
providing personalized  
engagement programs in  
an open and thriving  
atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with  Memory Loss

Real People
Really Living

She also pulls inspiration 
for both décor and design 
projects by interacting with 
a community of amateur 
and professional designers 
on Instagram. Neely docu-
ments her own projects on 
Instagram with the handle  

@champagneandsawdust. 
“[Posting on Instagram] 

is just a way to sort of cata-
logue our story as we’re go-
ing through it,” Neely said. 
“I follow a lot of accounts 
that I’ve actually learned to 
do some of this renovating 
stuff from. … For me, I get in-
spired by that, and I’m think-

ing maybe there’s something 
that I can do that will inspire 
someone else.”

“Champagne and saw-
dust” is a fitting theme for 
Neely’s home: Behind the 
glitz and glam of what her 
guests see, there’s a coat of 
sweat, tears and sawdust.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Janene Neely in her living room.

DIY & DECOR FROM | 26
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McLEAN

8548-A Georgetown Pike
McLean, VA

$6,495,000

Jonathan Taylor
+1 202 276 3344

BELLE HAVEN

2213 Belle Haven Road
Alexandria, VA

$2,295,000

Jeanne Warner 
+1 703 980 9106

OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

1006 Cameron Street
Alexandria, VA

$1,595,000

Lyssa Seward
+1 703 298 0562

Anita Edwards
+1 703 928 7637

ROBINSON LANDING

302 S Union Street
Alexandria, VA

$1,850,000

Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599

MT VERNON ON THE POTOMAC

9370 Mount Vernon Circle
Alexandria, VA

$1,595,000

Phyllis Patterson
 +1 703 310 6201

OLD TOWN

100 Queen Street
Alexandria, VA

$2,190,000

Michael Rankin
+1 202 271 3344

OLD TOWN

111 Prince Street
Alexandria, VA

$2,225,000

Chase Whitley
+1 202 557 9517

OLD TOWN

1845 Potomac Greens Drive
Alexandria, VA

$1,299,900

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

LANGLEY

6470 Kedleston Court
McLean, VA

$3,495,000

Cynthia Steele Vance
+1 703 408 1810

OLD TOWN

117 Prince Street
Alexandria, VA

$2,495,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183
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Calculate the time it will take a

home to sell in a specific market 

specified time frame 

# of days

# of homes sold

in the specified

time frame

82

# of homes sold at

$1.25M+ in Alexandria

City in 2020

245

# of days from

Jan 1 - Sept 2, 2020

2.99

# of days / house

=

30

# of homes available

for sale at $1.25M+ in

Alexandria City

on 9/2/2020

89.6

# of days predicted to

sell available homes

2.99

# of days / house

=

x

2.93 months

Absorption rate

YTD rate of home sales

Alexandria City

Length of time to sell*

Alexandria City

*Assuming available inventory remains the same

Rate of home sales

Formula

FALL HAS ARRIVED! 
IT’S A GREAT TIME 
TO CHECK OUT 
YOUR FURNACE 
BEFORE THE  
TEMPERATURE 
PLUMMETS!

(703) 549-5700 | 1200 Duke Street  
Alexandria, VA 22314  www.TJFannon.com

COVID-19 safety precautions taken

Rais Mughloo

A decade of experience 
in business & real estate 
helping people create 
a home by decorating 
with beautiful imports or 
purchasing/selling 
a house.310 King St. 

(240) 477-3196 

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
 10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2020 and March 2021. Home sales are up 
across the country, 
while inventory declines
BY ELIZABETH LUCCHESI 

Total existing home 
sales across the U.S. for Au-
gust 2020 are up 10.5% from 
August 2019, according to 
a recent data report from 
the National Association of 
Realtors. These are settled 
transactions that include 
single-family homes, town-
homes, condominiums and 
co-ops.

Median existing home 

prices have also increased 
by more than 11% since last 
year, marking 102 contin-
uous months of year-over-
year gains.

“There are plenty of buy-
ers in the pipeline ready to 
enter the market,” Law-
rence Yun, NAR’s chief 
economist, said. “Further 
gains in sales are likely for 
the remainder of the year, 
with mortgage rates hov-
ering around 3% and with 
continued job recovery.”

Despite the increase in 
home sales, there is a na-

tionwide drought of housing 
inventory. August 2020 data 
shows that inventory num-

Understanding buyer’s 
and seller’s markets

ELIZABETH 
LUCCHESI 

REAL 
TALK

IMAGE/LIZ LUKE

SEE REAL TALK | 30
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Don't miss the opportu-
nity to own a rarely available 
corner unit at Marina Towers 
with views of the Potomac 
River and Washington D.C. 
skyline. 

The unit has hardwood 
flooring, tile, marble baths, a 

gas stove and granite count-
ers. In addition, it was recent-
ly painted in neutral tones. 

Living at Marina Towers 
is stress free, with all util-
ities included in the condo 
fee. Amenities include an 
outdoor pool, tiki bar, out-

door grills, picnic tables, a 
sauna, a dog walking area, 
bike storage, a fitness center, 
a convenience store, a party/
meeting room and plenty of 
surface parking.

The building has 24-hour 
security and in-house man-

agement. It’s an easy com-
mute to Washington D.C., 
Reagan National Airport 
and the Mount Vernon Trail. 
In addition, the building is 
in walking distance to the 
Old Town restaurants, bou-
tiques and museums.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Rarely available corner unit at Marina Towers
Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 

Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 
703-684-7702 

Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Price: $539,900

Address: 501 Slaters Lane,

#823

Beds: 2

Baths: 2

Size: 1,168 sq. ft.

Year built: 1970 

Condo fee: $810

Contact: Nora Partlow

Coldwell Banker Realty

Cell: 703-867-8872

Email: npartlow@cbmove.com

AT A GLANCE

Pool view.Marina Towers. Bedroom view.
COURTESY PHOTOS

bers are down by nearly 20% 
compared to August 2019, 
with unsold inventory offer-
ing a three-month supply at 
the current sales pace.

Sixty-nine percent of 
homes sold in August 2020 
were on the market for less 
than a month, with the aver-
age days on market at 22.

The demand for housing is 
predicted to grow, particular-
ly in areas attractive to those 
who can work from home.

Real estate and ab-
sorption rates 

Real estate professionals 
use a formula called an ab-
sorption rate to help price 
and value homes for sale. 
Absorption rates can also 
serve as a gauge for builders 
trying to determine whether 
it makes sense to build more 

homes or wait it out. 
The rate is calculated by 

taking the number of homes 
sold in the given time frame 
— say, over 30 days — and 
dividing that number by the 
total number of available 
homes in the market. 

For example, in a hy-
pothetical housing mar-
ket there are 1,000 homes 
for sale, and 250 of those 
homes sold quickly in just 
one month's time. The ab-
sorption rate in this market 
is 25%, which is the rate you 
get when you divide 250 by 
1,000. 

To better understand 
how long it would take for a 
given market to diminish its 
housing inventory, try flip-
ping the equation. In the 
same hypothetical market, 
divide the total number of 
available homes, 1,000, by 
the number of homes sold 

over the given time frame, 
250. In four months, this 
hypothetical housing mar-
ket would run out of homes 
for sale. 

As a general rule of 
thumb, absorption rates of 
20% or more are thought to 
benefit the seller. Rates low-
er than 15% indicate buyer's 
markets.

 
Let’s get local 

Let’s calculate the ab-

sorption rate for detached 
homes sold at $1.25 million 
or more in the City of Alex-
andria. Eighty-two homes 
were sold in this area from 
January to September 2020, 
and 30 homes were available 
as of Sept. 2, 2020.

First, determine the rate 
of home sales by dividing 
245, the time frame, by 82, 
the number of homes sold. 
The calculation returns 2.99 
days per home.

Next, flip the equation to 
determine how much time it 
will take to extinguish the 
supply of available homes 
for sale, assuming invento-
ry remains static. Multiply 
30 homes, homes available 
for sale, by 2.99, the rate of 
home sales, to find an an-
swer of 89.6 days. Finally, 
convert the number of days 
to months. 

If market conditions re-
main the same and no new 
listings come on the market, 
it will take 2.93 months for 
the current inventory to sell 
at the current pace of the 
market.

A balanced market’s ab-
sorption rate is typically be-
tween five to seven months.

The writer is the founder of 
the LizLuke Team of Long & 

Foster Real Estate. She is also 
a buyer and seller agent.

As a general rule of thumb, 
absorption rates of 20% or 

more are thought to benefit the 
seller. Rates lower than 15% 
indicate buyer's markets.”

– Elizabeth Lucchesi,
Alexandria real estate agent

REAL TALK FROM | 29
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TimesLivinq
BY MARA BENNER

Have you recently had a 
telemedicine visit with your 
primary care doctor? If so, 
you may have found that 
healthcare is changing in 
more ways than how we han-
dle a sick visit. Pulling out a 
prescription pad, your doctor 
may have encouraged a non-
pharmacological approach 
to your illness, one that re-
quires you to be out in nature 
daily. That’s right, no drug is 
being prescribed but instead 
a doctor-ordered break out-
side.

While our ancestors and 
the generations who came 
before us have understood 
this basic approach to health 
and wellness, it is having a 
resurgence in our country 
as the pandemic, chronic ill-
nesses, mental health issues 
and stress are negatively im-
pacting our minds, bodies 
and spirits.  

The Children and Nature 
Network references more 
than 700 studies that indi-
cate being out in nature is a 
very beneficial antidote to 
what is ailing you. Its im-
portance is trending in the 
Washington D.C. metropol-
itan area, too. Dr. Robert 
Zarr of Unity Health Care 
founded the Park Rx America 
to help lead the charge. The 
nonprofit organization has 

a mission to encourage the 
medical community to adopt 
nature treatment plans. In 
fact, the organization helps 
doctors implement how to 
actually prescribe nature for 
children and adults, along 
with reminders to the pa-
tients too.

Japanese forest bathing 
If you are now ready to 

adopt the nature treatment 
plan, then the latest trend 
to consider is the Japanese 
shinrin-yoku, otherwise 
popularly known as “forest 
bathing.” The practice en-
courages hikers to remain 
in the present moment as he 
or she takes each step. The 
practice has become so pop-
ular that there are guides 
who specialize in providing 
the whole experience, simi-
lar to a yoga session.

Through forest bathing, 
one seeks to quiet the mind 
and to become fully present 
in nature. The hiker is asked 
to become aware of one’s 
breath. Then, to become 
aware when one’s mind turns 
to thoughts of things hap-
pening in the past or future 
rather than staying present 
in the great outdoors. Hik-
ers are encouraged to return 
to their breathing when this 
happens, drawing awareness 
to what they are sensing 
around them.

If a hiker needs prompt-
ing, a few key leading ques-
tions help by exploring the 
five senses. For instance:

What do you see?  Identify 
the plants, birds and nature 
around you. Recognize the 
vibrant colors.

What do you hear? Take 
a moment to listen to the 
sounds around you, becom-
ing fully present in what you 
hear.

What do you feel? You 
might wish to find a com-
fortable place to sit in nature. 
Become aware of the sensa-
tions that you are feeling. Do 
you feel sun on you? Do you 
feel a light breeze? What else 
do you notice?

What do you smell? Smell 
is a powerful force within us 
and often helps to bring back 

old memories. Just gently 
close your eyes, and breathe 
deeply. You might catch the 
scent of pine trees or flowers 
around you.  

Where to begin?
Fall is the perfect time to 

begin this new self-care rou-
tine.  In our local area, there 
are many wonderful places to 
explore and enjoy.  Here are 
a few suggestions to get you 
started.

Huntley Meadows Park 
at 3701 Lockheed Blvd. is a 
beautiful meadowland with 
wildlife living in the wet-
lands.

Pohick Bay Region-
al Park at 6501 Pohick Bay 
Drive in Lorton is a regional 
park with hiking, walking 
and lake activities. Check its 

website for availability.
Lake Accotink Park at 

7500 Accotink Park Road in 
Springfield offers hiking and 
beautiful views of the lake.  

Billy Goat Trail at 11710 
MacArthur Blvd. in Potomac, 
Maryland is a wonderful hike 
suitable for various skill lev-
els along the C and O Canal.

Hiking trails are endless 
with the many local, state 
and national parks and rec-
reational centers in the area. 
They are only a web search 
away. So, get out there, focus 
on nature and take one step 
forward to better your over-
all wellness.

Mara Benner is the founder 
of Four Directions Wellness, 
intuitively connecting body, 
mind, emotions and spirit.  

The organization is affiliated 
with the GW Center for 

Integrative Medicine and offers 
individual sessions, classes and 

consulting. Learn more at www.
fourdirectionswellness.com.

Spending time in nature can help cure

CALENDAR
September and October events
Visit a virtual speakeasy, learn about watercoloring and more. | Page 35

LIFE WELL LIVED

MARA BENNER

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE
‘Gentleman’ Margaret Brent
Landowner advocated for women's voting rights in the 1600s.|   Page 32

FILE PHOTO
A wooden boardwalk in Huntley Meadows Park, Alexandria. 
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September 24-27

FAIR TRADE

915 King Street, Alexandria
703-684-1435

Quality You Desire, 
Fairness Artisans Deserve

Classic to Contemporary 
handknotted, heirloom-quality Tribal, Bokhara 

and Persian rugs From 2’x3’ to 10’x14’
Learn more at bunyaad.com

Let’s Eat 
Some restaurants find 

their niche and never change. 
Not Extra Perks: This Old 
Town North restaurant con-
tinues to strive to be the best 
breakfast, brunch and lunch 
spot it can be. In doing so, 
Extra Perks recently made 
several changes to its menus.

Besides serving good food, 
Extra Perks offers a variety 
of coffee and tea, including 
coffee from local brand Java 
Local, which is known for its 
authentic Italian espresso 
and expresso-based drinks.

Trendy bubble tea is the 
latest addition to the Perks’ 
beverage menu. Ocha Tea, 
which is freshly brewed with 
quality tea leaves, is a mild 
silk tea with a creamy tex-
ture and rich flavor. Extra 
Perks also recently added 
real fruit smoothies to the 
beverage menu.

As for the food menu, 

Extra Perks now offers “tor-
nado fries,” popcorn chicken 
and fried chicken wings.  

For 15 years, Extra Perks 
has been pleasing Alexan-
drians’ palettes. Check out 
the enhanced menu at this 
eatery and discover what all 
the buzz is about.

Let's Eat is advertorial content.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Extra Perks Coffee Shop & Cafe

AT A GLANCE

Location: 822 N. Fairfax St.
Neighborhood: Old Town North
Year Opened: 2001
Cuisine: American and British breakfast, brunch and lunch
Hours: Monday through Friday: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday: 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Offering: Dine in, pick up, delivery
Delivery service: Uber Eats and Grub Hub
Information/reservations: 703-706-5886
www.extraperkscofeeshopandcafe.com

Alexandria 
 Celebrates Women

Brent was the first 
woman in the New 
World to call for the 
right to vote
BY GAYLE CONVERSE  

AND PAT MILLER

Margaret Brent, a woman 
with strong ties to the geo-
graphic region that would 
become Alexandria, asked 
for the right to vote almost 
400 years before the 19th 
Amendment to the United 
States Constitution, which 
granted enfranchisement to 
women, was ratified in 1920.  

One of 13 children, Marga-
ret Brent was born to Catholic 
gentry in Gloucestershire, En-
gland in 1601 – a time when 
women did not receive formal 
education and were expected 
to remain under the control 
of their husbands or fathers. 
Brent’s father tutored Marga-
ret in the law. 

According to the Mary-
land State Archives, Brent 
and three of her siblings em-
igrated to the newly char-
tered Roman Catholic colony 
of Maryland and arrived in 
its first colonial capitol, St. 
Mary’s City, on Nov. 22, 1638. 

Brent was unmarried at 
37 years old, and she quickly 
broke from colonial norms: 
Instead of listing herself as 
an “appendage to her broth-
ers,” Brent preferred to set-
tle in the New World as head 
of her household. A woman 
could own and supervise 
property – as long as she re-
mained single. In a colonial 
population featuring a male 
to female ratio of six to one, 
Brent never married.

She often successfully 
represented herself and her 

brothers in court. She won the 
admiration of Maryland Gov-
ernor Leonard Calvert, who 
died in 1647 after naming 
Brent executrix of his estate. 
Brent claimed a land grant 
for 700 acres north of Great 
Hunting Creek, which includ-
ed present day Jones Point 
and much of Alexandria. 

Although Brent nev-
er lived in Alexandria, she 
grew tobacco and traded 
in land and servants in the 
city. The words on a stone 
and bronze maker erected 
at Jones Point Park by the 
Mount Vernon Chapter of 
the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution state that 
“Mistress Margaret Brent” 
became the “first private 
owner of the rectangular 
tract of land that became 
the nucleus of Alexandria.” 

Brent became so well-
known and respected, she 
was appointed with Leonard 
Calvert as joint guardian for 
Mary Kittamaquund, daugh-
ter of the chief of the Piscat-

away Native American nation. 
On Jan. 21, 1648, as the 

all-male Maryland Assembly 
met in St. Mary’s City, Brent 
made her way into the cham-
ber and demanded the right 
to two votes and “voyce”– for 
herself as a landowner and for 
herself as the late Calvert’s 
chosen attorney. Brent was 
denied her votes. 

The Assembly’s decision, 
combined with fallout from 
Brent’s business acumen that 
had riled the late Governor’s 
brother, prompted Brent and 
her sister to leave Maryland. 
The pair moved to join their 
brother, Giles, near what is 
now Stafford, Virginia in 
1651. Brent was 70 years old 
when she died at her Virginia 
home in 1671. 

In addition to several 
plaques in Alexandria, many 
locations in both Virginia 
and Maryland bear Brent’s 
name, including an elemen-
tary school in Stafford, an 

The story of 1600s landowner 
‘Gentleman’ Margaret Brent

CONJECTURAL PAINTING BY LOUIS GLANZMAN
A depiction of Margaret Brent petitioning for the right to vote 
before the Maryland General Assembly in January 1648. 

SEE ACW | 33
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703 797 3800  |  HERMITAGENOVA.ORG  |  5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  |  ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311

LET’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

LIVE  ON YOUR OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living 
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the 
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents, 
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to 
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your 
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic 
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you 
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern 
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.

The voter registration deadline for the Nov. 3, 2020 
General Election, for those not already registered to 
vote at their current address, is Oct. 13. To check your 
registration status and find your polling place, visit 
vote.elections.virginia.gov, email voters@alexandriava.
gov or call the Alexandria Voter Registration Office at 
703-746-4050. Any eligible U.S. citizen who will be 
18 years old by Nov. 3, 2020, is eligible to register. 

Registration is open online https://www.alexandriava.
gov/Elections for absentee ballots for the November 
2020 election. As of July 1, 2020, “no-excuse” 
absentee ballots are available. If you would like to 
receive an absentee ballot by mail, you may apply 
online or download a paper application at vote.
elections.virginia.gov. The deadline to apply for an 
absentee ballot by mail is Oct. 23, 2020 at 5 p.m.

In-person absentee voting for the November 3 General 
Election began Sept. 18 in the Alexandria Voter Registration 
Office, located at 132 N. Royal St. Office Hours are 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The deadline 
to vote in-person absentee is Oct. 31, 2020 at 5 p.m.

Military and Overseas Voters may learn more 
about their voter registration and absentee 
voting options at www.elections.virginia.gov/
registration/military-overseas/index.html.

REGISTER TO VOTE
elementary school in Balti-
more, a middle school in Me-
chanicsville, Maryland and 
conference rooms at the Uni-
versity of Maryland.  

An historic marker in St. 
Mary’s City honors Brent’s 
voting rights advocacy: “Fol-
lowing the example of the 
‘Army of the Hudson,’ whose 
members marched over 
200 miles from New York to 
Washington in early 1913 to 
gain support for women's suf-
frage, in the summer of 1915 
Maryland suffragists jour-
neyed by covered wagon from 
Baltimore to Saint Mary's 
City, home of suffrage icon 
Margaret Brent.”  

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the 
late U.S. Supreme Court Jus-
tice who died Friday at age 87, 
stated in 1993:

“Awards were made in the 
name of Margaret Brent, a 
great lady of the mid-1600s, 
celebrated as the first woman 
lawyer in America.  Her posi-

tion as a woman, yet posses-
sor of power, so confused her 
contemporaries that she was 
sometimes named in court 
records, not as Mistress Mar-
garet Brent, but as Gentleman 
Margaret Brent.”

The writers are founders 

of Alexandria Celebrates 
Women, a nonprofit that is 

commemorating the centennial 
of women’s suffrage and 
highlighting influential 

women throughout the city’s 
history. Contact them at 

AlexandriaCelebratesWomen@
gmail.com. 

COURTESY PHOTO
A stone and bronze maker honoring Margaret Brent erected at 
Jones Point Park by the Mount Vernon Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution.
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ARTS

BY RICHARD ROEPER

It's a good thing we 
have a gravel-voiced nar-
rator guiding us through 
the byzantine, time-hop-
ping and sometimes inter-
connecting storylines in 
the mid-20th-century noir 
mood piece “The Devil All 
the Time,” because there 
are times when things get so 
complicated and so messy, 
we could use a little help.

At first, the jigsaw puzzle 
seems needlessly difficult to 
solve, but once all the pieces 
are in place and we see the 
big picture, we’re left with 
admiration for director/
co-writer Antonio Campos' 
ability to weave a memora-

bly brooding film from the 
novel of the same name by 
Donald Ray Pollock, who, in 
a neat touch, serves as the 
aforementioned narrator.

Bill Skarsgard plays Wil-
lard Russell, a World War II 
veteran, who a decade lat-
er, is still haunted by the 
image of a comrade strung 
up on a crucifix and left to 
die a slow and excruciating 
death. Skarsgard is haunt-
ingly good, as Willard faces 
his demons and tries to be a 
good husband and father but 
is fighting a losing battle.

Meanwhile, Carl Hender-
son (Jason Clarke) and his 
wife, Sandy (Riley Keough), 
travel country backroads, 
picking up male hitchhikers 

and inviting them to pose 
for provocative photos with 
Sandy before killing the poor 
stranger. Carl takes graphic 
photos of Sandy with their 
latest victim.

As the story moves to 
the mid-1960s, Tom Hol-
land, in James Dean mode 
and pulling it off quite well, 
becomes the centerpiece of 
the story as Arvin Russell, 
the now-grown son of his 
late father, Willard. Arvin 
is fiercely protective of his 
stepsister Lenora (Eliza 
Scanlen), a fellow orphan 
who gives her trust to the 
town's slick new preacher, 
Preston Teagardin (Robert 
Pattinson), who drives a 
Cadillac and has the start-

er jewelry kit of transition-
ing-to-Vegas Elvis. 

Preston Teagardin is a 
predator; another fire-and-
brimstone preacher in the 
story murders his wife. “The 
Devil All the Time” has a lot to 
say about religious hypocrisy.

Arvin keeps trying to walk 
the righteous path, but he 
runs into some very bad people 
along his journey, and violent 
clashes cannot be avoided.

In a film brimming with 
excellent performances, Se-
bastian Stan is a standout as 
Lee Bodecker, a murderously 
corrupt sheriff with long-
standing ties to Arvin and 
serial killer Sandy, among 
others. Bodecker is one of 
those villains so vile you’re 

rooting for him to get his 
comeuppance, but you’ll hate 
to see him go.

With Alabama filling in 
for postwar rural West Vir-
ginia and southern Ohio, 
director Campos and cine-
matographer Lol Crawley do 
a superb job of creating an 
ominous atmosphere, as if 
despair and tragedy are lurk-
ing around every small-town 
street corner, down every 
stretch of country road. 

For all its indictments of 
religion, this film is not an-
tifaith. It’s a cautionary trag-
edy about putting your faith 
in the wrong men who cloak 
themselves in God when in 
fact the devil is inside them, 
all the damned time.

Great performances shine through the  
darkness in ‘The Devil All the Time’

PHOTO/NETFLIX
Bill Skargard (left) and Michael Banks Repeta (right) in Antonio Campos' Southern Gothic "The Devil All the Time."
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Wear a mask.
Save a life.

You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new coronavirus by wearing 
a cloth facemask when you must go out in public. By wearing a mask, 
you help prevent community spread of the coronavirus and help 
protect the most vulnerable in our community.

SEPTEMBER 24

SIPS AND SECRETS: A VIRTUAL 
SPEAKEASY NIGHT Celebrate 
safely with Lee-Fendall House for its 
fifth annual speakeasy fundraiser. This 
year, the party is all online. Enjoy a 
night of speakeasy-style fun, without 
leaving the living room. Help support 
the Lee-Fendall House Museum's 
vital work in historic preservation and 
education, while learning how to make 
special cocktails, 1920s dance styles 
and a little bit about the Lee-Fendall 
House's Prohibition-era past. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Virtually 
Information: https://bit.ly/3cpll0x

SEPTEMBER 26

WILDFLOWER WATERCOLOR 
WORKSHOP Join Katie from Me 
and Mary Shop and learn how to paint 
a simple, yet elegant field of watercol-
or wildflowers. Katie will walk artists 
through their supplies, teach how to 
use them and go over basic watercol-
or techniques. Artists will learn how 
to paint a few individual flowers, fol-
lowing step-by-step instructions, and 
then end their time by creating a field 
of the flowers combined together. This 
workshop is great for beginners, but 
also a wonderful time for those that 

have spent time with watercolors and 
would like a refresher. 
Time: 10 a.m. 
Location: River Farm, 7931 E. Boule-
vard Drive 
nformation: https://bit.ly/32lby75

SINATRA THE MUSICAL You’ll 
never get a chance to see Frank 
Sinatra, or even Frank Sinatra Jr., 
perform in concert, but some people 
say that Tony Sands is the next best 
thing. This show is a must-see for any 
Sinatra fan. A multimedia extravagan-
za for the eyes and ears, Tony Sands 
has incorporated stunning graphics 
that entice audiences the moment 
the stage lights dim, and the music 
begins. Don’t miss this one of a kind 
musical tribute to Sinatra. 
Time: Two concerts, one at 6 p.m., 
one at 8 p.m. 
Location: Carlyle Club, 2050 Balleng-
er Ave. 
Information: https://thecarlyleclub.
com

OCTOBER 3

GARDEN SPA WORKSHOP Gar-
dening has many mental and physical 
health benefits. Attend a workshop 
that shows how to turn the bounty of 
a garden into small, well-deserved 
indulgences. Explore common garden 
herbs that refresh, relax, invigorate 

and intoxicate. Instructor Mellenie 
Runion is the creator of Del Ray-based 
skin care company Truly-Life. Partici-
pants will gain a basic understanding 
of what it takes to use garden herbs 
for everyday skin care. 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 
Location: River Farm, 7931 E. Boule-
vard Drive 
Information: https://bit.ly/3k9Zc9f

OCTOBER 8

THE ELECTION OF 1800 LEC-
TURE On any short list of pivotal 
moments in American history, the 
election of 1800 will always have a 
central place. Adding to its appeal, 
this election involved larger-than-life 
figures Thomas Jefferson, John Ad-
ams, Aaron Burr and Alexander Ham-
ilton. Join Dr. Peter Henriques, pro-
fessor of history emeritus at George 
Mason University, for a Zoom lecture 
on what can be called America's first 
modern political campaign and learn 
of the surprising parallels with the 
current election. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
GadsbysTavern

OCTOBER 18

“MOMENTS IN TIME … A VERY 

WEIRD TIME” ART EXHIBIT This 
is a time like no other. This exhibition 
both chronicles this particular mo-
ment in time and surprises viewers 
with unique and unexpected perspec-
tives. Fifty-two works will be featured 
in this exhibition representing the full 
gamut of how the global coronavirus 
pandemic and social distancing have 
affected artists participating in the 
show. 
Time: Thursday through Sunday, 
noon to 4 p.m. 
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org

OCTOBER 23

GRIEF AND GHOST TOURS 
Celebrate Halloween with a look 
at Victorian mourning traditions 
combined with stories of tragic 
deaths and mysterious encounters 
at the Lee-Fendall House. Learn 
more about the rituals and customs 
surrounding death in the Victorian 
period including funeral practices, 
hair jewelry, mourning clothing and 
séances. These tours offer a rare 
opportunity to see the house after 
dark. Tours will run on Oct. 23, 24, 
30 and 31. 
Time: 7 to 9:45 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

OCTOBER 24

HERBAL TEA TASTING AND 
BLENDING WORKSHOP Most 
people think of herbal teas as a simple 
soothing beverage, but if made proper-
ly, herbal teas can be potent tools for 
healing and maintaining health. In this 
workshop, conducted in the format of 
a wine tasting, participants will have 
the opportunity to taste six different 
medicinal-strength herbal teas. The 
registration fee includes six herbal 
teas to taste during the class, all of 
which are caffeine-free, as well as edu-
cational materials and a bag of herbal 
tea to take home. 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 
Location: River Farm, 7931 E. Bou-
levard Drive 
Information: https://bit.ly/3klDa3F

BLACK CATS AND GHOST TAILS 
AT MOUNT PURRNON Prepare for 
fall by cuddling with some black cats 
and hearing some spooky stories. 
Share a story or just come listen. The 
cats will be here to keep make sure 
no one gets too scared. This event 
features Mount Vernon ghost stories 
from Martha Washington, herself. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: 109 S. Alfred St. 
Information: https://www.mtpur-
rnoncatcafe.com/

CALENDAR

EDITOR'S NOTE:
The Times encourages residents to continue to follow Gov. Ralph Northam’s “Safer at Home” guidance, to maintain physical distance from others and to wear masks in public.
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To the editor: 
The biggest problem with the 

so-called natural channel design 
approach to stream “restoration” 
for us in the greater Washington 
D.C. region is that it is planned 
and implemented in completely 
the wrong places: small order, in-
terior forested, upper headwater 
streams and wetlands.

Natural channel design, the 
Rosgen method, is mainly ap-
plicable to large order streams 
and rivers, especially the kinds 
one finds in the American west. 
Applying it to small order, up-
per headwater stream channels 
of the deeply dissected Fall 
Zone of our area is:

• a misuse of the method-
ology,

• a misunderstanding of 
eastern Fall Zone hydrology 
and stream geomorphology,

• a sure recipe for failure,
• a mismanagement of pub-

lic funds by inappropriately tar-
geting sediment-control proj-
ects in places with low levels 
of the very nutrients for which 
funding is based,

• and an unacceptable loss 
of irreplaceable native forest, 
wildlife and landscape memory.

The controversial stream 
construction projects currently 
planned throughout the region 
embody the worst elements of 
misguided land use projects at 
virtually every level, from land 
giveaway to poor planning to rub-
ber-stamping by elected officials.

-Rod Simmons, environmental 
scientist; John Field, stream 

restoration specialist and 
fluvial geomorphologist; Tony 

Fleming, hydrogeologist; Barbara 
Southworth, environmental 

science and policy specialist; Greg 
Zell, natural resource specialist; 

Edd Barrows, Georgetown 
University biology professor; 

Andrew Macdonald, geologist 
and Environmental Council of 

Alexandria chair; Laura Anderko, 
Georgetown University Professor, 

health studies and climate 
change; Jim Long, physicist 

and past president of the 
Mattawoman Watershed Society; 
Ken Bawer, vice president, Watts 

Branch Watershed Alliance

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

As most people already know, while 
Election Day itself is Nov. 3, it’s possible 
to vote early in person or by mail in Vir-
ginia, and as of July 1, any registered vot-
er is permitted to vote by absentee ballot 
without providing a reason.

In our admittedly unscientific Alex-
andria Times poll last week, we asked 
the local citizenry how they plan to vote 
in the general election this year.

As is usually the case with data, the re-
sults from the more than 230 respondents 
can be sliced more than one way. If one 
wants to emphasize the early voting aspect, 
the unscientific results were clear: more 
than 63% of respondents said they plan to 
vote early either in person or by mail.

Conversely, poll respondents said in 
even greater numbers that they plan to 
vote in person rather than by mail: 75% of 
respondents said they will cast their ballots 
in person either early or on election day. 
The final poll breakdown percentage-wise 
was 39% plan to vote early in person, 36% 
plan to vote in person on Election Day and 
25% plan to mail in absentee ballots.

Early voting began in Virginia at 8 a.m. 
on Sept. 18. When the doors to the Alex-
andria Voter Registration Office at 132 N. 
Royal St. opened right on time, 56 socially 
distant, masked people were lined up and 
waiting in the adjacent courtyard. 

Virginians from across the state, like 
the rest of the country, seem unusually 
motivated to vote in this election. Early 
voting lines snaked outside of govern-
ment offices in deep blue Alexandria and 
Fairfax County last Friday, but localities 
in deep red southwest Virginia are also 
reporting that unusually large numbers 
of people are voting early in person or 
are dropping off absentee ballots.

Like seemingly everything else in 
2020, this election is different.

There have been rumblings from sup-
porters of both presidential candidates 
that their side will not accept the election 
results if their candidate loses. Former Vice 
President Joe Biden holds a statistically 
significant lead in most polls, and at this 
point in the race he is the clear favorite.

However, four years ago former Senator 
and First Lady Hillary Clinton also led in 
pre-election polling only to lose on elec-
tion night. There is definitely a path for 
President Donald Trump to win re-elec-
tion by cobbling together an electoral col-
lege victory, just as he did four years ago.

Here’s the crux: What’s most at stake 

in this election isn’t who occupies the 
White House for the next four years. It 
really isn’t. 

Increasingly, partisanship or dislike 
of a particular candidate is blinding nor-
mally reasonable people on both sides to 
the bigger picture. And the larger pic-
ture is the need for confidence in our 
democratic institutions.

What’s really at stake is our dem-
ocratic republic itself, not who gets to 
pick judges for four years. That’s not to 
say that choosing judges is not import-
ant. It’s one of the most significant, and 
lasting, actions a president takes. 

But life is ebb and flow. One party holds 
power for 12 years, the other for eight, the 
other for eight more, the other for eight 
more and so on. During each of those 
chunks of time the country moves a bit 
in the direction of the party in the White 
House. And then it moves back. Neither 
side permanently wins – nor should they.

That’s the most constructive prism 
through which to view this, or any, 
election.

What can individual, well-inten-
tioned Alexandrians and Americans do 
to tone down the temptation to view ev-
ery single thing through our own parti-
san lenses?

We offer three suggestions:
1) Vote “Yes” on Amendment 1 on the 

Virginia electoral ballot – and be sure 
and turn the ballot over so you see the 
amendments. A yes vote on Amendment 
1 will minimize the partisanship in 
drawing electoral districts in Virginia. 
It’s important, and because of the pol-
itics involved, it’s a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance to enact redistricting reform.

2) Vote in person if at all possible, ei-
ther early or on Election Day. The more 
people who vote in person, the better the 
chance that Virginia’s 13 electoral votes 
will be determined on Nov. 3. It’s import-
ant for our democratic process that this 
election be decided as early as possible.

3) This may be the hardest: Accept 
the election outcome. If your candidate 
doesn’t win and you blame the system, 
then work constructively to change the 
system, but don’t discredit it.

Eagerness to vote, from both Demo-
crats and Republicans, is a good sign. But 
when each person casts their vote, they 
are also agreeing to participate in the 
system as it is.

E Pluribus Unum.

E pluribus unum

Wrong approach  
for stream restoration

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers 
only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement,  

of the Alexandria Times.
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To the editor: 
Sept. 11, 2001 is a day that none of us 

who lived through it will ever forget. In 
Washington D.C., that Tuesday morning 
started as a beautiful day. Not a cloud in 
the sky. No humidity. Beautiful sunshine. 
Perfect weather.

As I walked to my car to drive to the U.S. 
Senate for work, I actually said to myself, 
“Today is a glorious day.”

Ninety minutes later, our country lost 
thousands of souls. Our country lost part 
of its soul. We lost part of our innocence. 
America was changed forever.

Thousands of Americans never got to 
witness the sun set on 9/11. The impact on 
our country remains incalculable.

Yet hundreds of millions of lucky Amer-
icans survived. Not only did we did get to 
see the sunset on 9/11, we lived to see the 
dawn of a new day on 9/12.

For those of us who survived, 9/11 was a 
horrific setback. Life knocked us down. But 
history now shows us that 9/12 represented 
the start of the comeback. The setback is 
the story of pain, of loss, of lessons learned. 
The comeback is about survival, growth, 
new life and optimism.

If you survive a crisis, keep breathing. 
Take it one breath at a time. One moment 
at a time. Eventually you will be able to 
take it one minute at a time, or one hour 
at a time, or one day at a time. Stay alive. 
Life will get better. At least until a crisis 
strikes again.

Today, 19 years after 9/11, America 
stands in crisis.

The global pandemic, 200,000 COVID-19 
deaths in the U.S., racial injustice, riots, a 
politically divided America with a horrible 
political climate – it feels to me that these 
awful times are once again changing us 
forever. l want to cry sometimes. I feel like 
I’ve been knocked down. Don’t you feel the 
same way?

The key for us all is to move through it. 
Pull ourselves off the ground and stand up 
tall. Embrace each new day with kindness, 
empathy, love and optimism – optimism 
that life will get better. Just keep breathing 
until it does.

Setbacks do not have to define us if 
we survive them. Survive the setback and 
shape the comeback. Make tomorrow better 
than today.

-Chris Yianilos,
Alexandria

‘Don’t let the sun 
go down on me’

Poor Robert's Ruminations
with Rob Whittle

Some wide-ranging ruminations
This month I’m going to be faithful to the title of 

my column. Ready! Set! Ruminate! Alternatively, two, 
four, six, eight, Poor Robert’s gonna ruminate! What 
better time to do it than in the current crapmosphere?

Recently, a friend wondered to me if he’ll ever 
wear a suit to work again. I wondered back if he’d 
ever wear pants to work again.

Speaking of the times in which we live, 
I could swear that my water bill has dou-
bled from all the extra hand washing. And 
speaking of water bills, I complained in 
this space a couple of months ago that our 
own Alexandria Renew, whatever that is, 
had the annoying and confusing practice 
of having their return billing slips printed 
upside down.

Guess what? Last month’s bill had the 
return slip printed the normal way. Coin-
cidence? I think not. 

Which reminds me of one of my favorite head-
lines that my agency created for a local establish-
ment/watering hole. It had the salty old proprietor 
proclaiming, “Six beers in a pack. Six days in a week. 
Coincidence?”

And speaking of water, I am perhaps the world’s 
worst fisherman. I can be out on the water with my 
poles and lures, and while everyone around me is 
slaying them, I get nothing.

Have you ever seen bluefish or stripers in a feed-
ing frenzy? The big fish chase the minnows to the 
surface even as the gulls, in a pincer move, descend 
on the bait fish from above. It’s one of nature’s 
spectacles, especially the sound of hundreds of fish 
splashing and flapping while the gulls shriek.

There are three predators at work – only the hu-
mans and the gulls are unscathed. Even I can catch 
fish during this kind of riot. You can whack them 
with a paddle.

Do you miss Andy Rooney? I sure do. “60 Min-
utes” just doesn’t quite cut it without his sermons at 
the end. As far as I know, CBS didn’t even try to re-
place him. Would you want to try to follow that act?

Why is it that every single organization in the 
United States of America has had their menu items 
changed on their voice mails? When’s the last time you 
called a company and didn’t hear the words, “Please 
listen carefully as our menu items have changed.”

Is there some Association of Voice Mail Providers 
that ordered all of its members to change their menu 
items? Why not? There’s an association for every-
thing else. I’m looking at you, snack food guys.

Certain frozen pizzas are surprisingly tasty.
Two tips for life: If you want true entertainment, 

sit in on a trial. It’s free and you might learn some-
thing about the human condition. If you want to 

really make an impact, write a handwritten note to 
someone – and put it in the mail.

I was thinking the other day about how Lin Man-
uel Miranda conceived and wrote the great musical, 
“Hamilton.” Supposedly, he went on vacation and read 
Ron Chernow’s biography of the great man.

Here’s someone of Puerto Rican descent, sitting 
on a beach chair, being bowled over by 
Hamilton’s profound genius. I guess it 
takes one to know one because Miranda 
sat by the pool and imagined things that 
only a genius would.

Who among us would start composing 
in his head rap lyrics and music about a 
Founding Father’s exploits, all from a 
600-page bio? Pretty cool, eh?

As to Founding Fathers, I often wonder 
how some of them would fare today in a 
presidential election. Here’s my handicap-

ping: Washington, not telegenic, too wooden. No shot. 
Lincoln, also not telegenic, but would prevail through 
sheer intellect. Hamilton, too sharp-edged, he’d come 
off like a Ted Cruz. No shot – they’d take away your 
shot, Alex. JFK, a shoo-in. Telegenic, and nobody 
seems to care about extra-marital affairs anymore.

And what if you were transported back in time 
and met, say, Ben Franklin, he’d want to know all 
about inventions and how we live in the 21st centu-
ry. As a liberal arts guy, I would not want to be the 
one to try to explain airplanes, diesel engines, dig-
ital phones,  microwave ovens, computers and the 
Internet. Ben, aka Poor Richard, would sulk as he’d 
ask, “Yes, Robert, that’s all well and good, but how 
do they work?”

Think you’ve heard all of Winston Churchill’s 
witticisms and famous sayings? The historian Jon 
Meacham told this story at a high school graduation 
chapel service that I attended, so it must be OK for a 
family newspaper, right?

One day Churchill was at the urinal in the House 
of Commons when his colleague,  Clement Atlee, 
who was a socialist, rather like the Bernie Sanders of 
his day, approached and stood beside him, whereup-
on Churchill backed away.

“Feeling a bit shy today, Winston?” Atlee chid-
ed. “Not at all, Clement,” Churchill replied. “It’s just 
that every time you see something big, you want to 
nationalize it.”

So, dear reader, those are my ruminations for this 
month. I promise that next time I’ll return to a more 
traditional column. Or not.

Rob Whittle is CEO of Williams Whittle Advertising 
and is the author of two historical novels, 

“Pointer’s War” and “Pointer and the Russian.”

ROB  
WHITTLE



38 |SEPTEMBER 24, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

To the editor: 
Flooding is not a new problem for Alexan-

dria, as your piece “Out of the Attic: Flood-
ing is an old problem in Alexandria” from 
2011 points out. While some still have rising 
streams contributing to their woes, many 
can tie problems directly to an insufficient 
and crumbling infrastructure that has been 
largely ignored for years, if not decades. 

While leaders are responsive and sym-
pathetic, they continue to advocate home 
waterproofing and promise discounted 
flood insurance. Both do little to help in 
the short term and nothing to address our 
insufficient and crumbling infrastructure. 
Home valuations and property tax rates 
have nonetheless continued to rise.

City officials release statements, in-
cluding in a memo dated Sept. 11, 2020, 
touting that while “the City’s design ca-
pacity is consistent with or more protec-
tive than some of the City’s neighboring 
jurisdictions” that (a) they know that hun-
dred-year storms are occurring more fre-
quently, (b) “many older areas of the City 
have storm sewer infrastructure that was 
installed decades prior to the current de-
sign standards and already lack capacity,” 
and (c) there are 90 areas identified in the 
2016 City of Alexandria Storm Sewer Ca-
pacity Analysis report that do not meet 
this current design standard. 

Since 2010, the City has assessed a 
½-cent real estate tax that raises approx-
imately $1 million annually for stormwater 
investments. In the four years since releas-
ing the 2016 CASSCA report, little has been 
done to address the issues it found.

A stormwater utility fee was added in 
FY2018 that brings in approximately $11 mil-
lion per year. That funding is designated for 
capacity and water quality projects associat-
ed with the federally mandated Chesapeake 
Bay cleanup, not solely capacity issues.

According to the City’s website, the 
CASSCA report “recommended more than 
$40 million in storm sewer capacity invest-
ments (in 2016 dollars) in Hooff’s Run and 
Four Mile Run alone” yet the City’s capital 
improvement program has allocated only 
“$7.5 million towards storm sewer capacity 
improvements starting in fiscal year 2023.”

For more context, according to a recent 
post by Mayor Justin Wilson, the Hooff’s Run 
and Four Mile Run areas account for only 
46 of those 90 identified areas referenced 
above. We believe that this is unacceptable. 

The City's short-term solutions, such 

as individual waterproofing measures and 
reevaluating floodplain maps, not only fail 
to address the underlying issue of the City’s 
stormwater capacity, but in some cases ac-
tually compound the problem by redirect-
ing backups into the City streets, alley-
ways, basements and stairwells.  

Even for residents who have invested in 
such measures, they don’t address second-
ary drains that rely on the sewer line to re-
move accumulating water in the stairwell.

Thus, a resident who does not know that 
their basement drain ties directly into their 
sewer line is often surprised to find one of 
two things during major rain events. Those 
without backflow preventers have sew-
age backup and those with preventers have 
storm runoff backup behind their closed 
preventer. Both often lead to costly flooding.

Sump pumps do much of the same, redi-
recting water out into alleyways or streets, 
forcing it back into the system. Numerous 
households just finished re-modeling their 
basements after the July 23 flood only to 
have everything ruined again Sept. 10. 
Some residents lost cars to water damage.

Many residents find themselves fearful 
of losing their homes due to repeated in-
surance claims within years or even weeks 
of one another. Adding salt to the wound 
is the City’s backflow preventer program, 
ingeniously designed to absolve the City of 
liability for homeowners desperate for fi-
nancial assistance with costly “fixes.”

It’s hard to find comfort in the fact that 
the City of Alexandria’s standards meet or 
exceed those of neighboring jurisdictions 
when our basements, alleyways and streets 
routinely flood with sewage. City leaders 
who keep pointing to this as a reasonable 
response are tone-deaf.

It’s also dehumanizing to have to choose 
between sending your child to day care 
during a global pandemic or keeping them 
at home while cleaning up, as both options 
leave the entire family more open and vul-
nerable to contracting COVID-19.

For years the City has known about 
these issues and it’s no secret that with each 
passing year the cost to fix them rise. While 
statements by the mayor and others that 
Council will discuss how to accelerate time-
lines are encouraging, many worry that the 
problem is too vast, and the fixes too great 
for those of us who have already suffered 
two to three floods in as many years.

-Katherine Waynick,
Alexandria

City action needed on broken 
infrastructure

My View | Cherie Lejeune

Reading the objections of the 
River Farm neighbors now for more 
than two weeks in the media, and in 
my email daily, one thing is clear: 
We do not have the same primary 
concern. They are mainly focused 
on accessing River Farm and keep-
ing the land undeveloped, whereas 
my focus is on saving the 98-year-
old organization that outright 
owns the private deeded land: the 
American Horticultural Society. 

Why did Enid Haupt’s foundation buy this property? 
Walter Annenberg, Enid’s only brother, was aware that the 
Russians might buy the property; knowing his sister had a 
passion for taking public land and making lovely gardens, 
and the fit and the price tag were doable, they eliminated a 
potentially embarrassing diplomatic headache. 

Haupt’s charitable new owners were a bunch of green in-
tellectuals. In 1973, AHS had already been in business for 
48 years. Haupt, who was on the AHS board, certainly envi-
sioned a horticultural showplace much like her gardens a few 
miles away at the Smithsonian. Her foundation’s D.C. green 
gifts were plentiful. 

AHS’s well-heeled United Kingdom cousin, the Royal Hor-
ticultural Society, has more than 414,000 members. While 
AHS currently has 22,000 members, the Royal Horticultural 
Society has a century head start. But some of us are believers 
that the AHS could become the green brand that showcases 
what its name implies – America's face of horticulture. That 
wonderful land could be used to showcase green innovation 
and 21st century horticulture. There are many possibilities. 

The irony is the American Public Gardens Association 
should be paying AHS, not the other way around. As a trade 
organization, their job is to feature its members who elevate 
horticulture as their main business. 

So my version of saving the farm means AHS continues 
at River Farm with a new board and a new director who has 
proven business savvy. The board has 100% control of the 
who and what, spelled out in their bylaws. If they reverse 
their last motion and put a stay of execution for at least two 
years, there is hope.

I would structure programs that meet the endowment’s 
donors’ checklist of operating capability. And please, elimi-
nate the whole wedding/event venue focus. Or, license that 
portion of the business so staff hired for program develop-
ment can do the job and not worry about caterers. 

AHS needs to become part of the digital age on a glob-
al scale, so their grassy meadow is waving to all across the 
globe. Otherwise, they remain a local operation with the 
misleading geotag “American.” I am an optimist, so please 
AHS Board, come to your senses.

The writer is president of National Capital Area 
Garden Clubs, Inc., which includes 63 garden 

clubs in the DMV, with 2,200 members.

Save the American  
Horticultural Society

CHERIE 
LEJEUNE
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To the editor: 
I am writing to correct some his-

torical errors in the letter submitted 
by Samantha Ahdoot and Heath-
er Jelks, “Eulogy for the Witness 
Oak,” in the Sept. 10 Alexandria 
Times. Robin Gibson was a student 
at George Washington High School, 
not T.C. Williams High School. He 
was shot at a 7-11 in Arlandria. 

When T.C. Williams, the red and 
gold Titans, opened in 1965, it was 
fully integrated. G.W., the blue and 
gold Presidents, and Hammond, 

the blue and white Admirals, high 
schools were also integrated at that 
time without disturbances. 

What happened in 1971 was a 
consolidation of three high schools 
that had already been integrated 
in the mid-1960s. There were dis-
turbances at G.W. and Hammond 
during the 1971-72 school year when 
students were transferred through 
forced busing to achieve a better ra-
cial balance in the schools.

-Greg Paspatis,
T.C. Williams Class of 1978

To the editor: 
I want to express my thanks to the 

Alexandria City Council for their con-
cern with and combating of systemic 
racism. In a June 11 press release the 
City Council “condemns police bru-
tality and systemic racism [and] reaf-
firms that Black Lives Matter[.]” 

Furthermore the “City Council ac-
knowledges that the plight of Black and 
brown Americans is not only present in 
the form of police brutality, but is also 
entrenched in institutions such as the 
judicial system, the electoral process, 
career advancement, education, hous-
ing and the health care system.”

I also want to congratulate the 
people of Alexandria and the insti-
tutions that represent them for over-
turning the past discrimination that 
occurred in Alexandria. The days of 
slavery and slave trading are long 
gone; the days of Jim Crow and seg-
regation are also long gone.

Because of its growth the great 
majority of Alexandria residents nev-
er experienced those past evils. The 
city’s growth has meant that fair 
housing is available to all and that 
the City of Alexandria is not segre-
gated in housing or schooling.

Alexandria’s electoral board runs 
a model system, where everyone can 
register and vote without discrimina-
tion, every vote is counted and there 

is effectively no room for fraud.
Reminders of the deplorable past 

have been removed or repurposed. 
What was once a slave pen is now 
a museum. What once was a street 
named after the head of the seces-
sionist states has been renamed. 
Silently and with practically no pro-
test, statues representing the terrible 
cause are gone. Churches have down-
graded the memory of slave holders.

Alexandrians should be proud of 
the fact that their last three mayors 
were two Black men and a woman 
and that a sizable majority voted for 
a Black president.

They have cause for pride that 
there is no systemic racism in city 
government, including its housing, 
zoning, health and police depart-
ments and its courts. Alexandria 
long ago saw the end to entrenched 
discrimination in the judicial sys-
tem, the electoral process, career ad-
vancement, education, housing and 
the health care system.

All of this was accomplished 
peacefully. We can be proud that 
there have been no riots, violence or 
destruction in our city.

I salute the many citizens, elected 
officials and city employees who have 
made this a reality.

-Gerald D. Chandler,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
Nicolas Walter, the late British 

anarchist and atheist, famously ob-
served, “Getting the facts right is not 
history, but it is a necessary prelimi-
nary.” Walters’ credo came immedi-
ately to mind when I read your feature 
“Out of the Attic: The student-ath-
letes of Parker-Gray High School” in 
the Aug. 27 Alexandria Times.

First, the accompanying photo-
graph has been cropped in such a 
manner that Coach Louis R. Johnson, 
the main architect of the school’s ath-
letic success, is conspicuously omit-
ted. Second, the text of the article not 
only fails to mention Johnson, it also 
creates the misperception that Ferris 
Holland deserves all the credit for the 
school’s success.

According to the article, “In 1935, 
Ferris Holland started Parker-Gray’s 
football team,” followed several lines 
later by, “In 1946, the football team 
had to travel to Roanoke, Petersburg 
and Charlottesville, Virginia in an 
open bed truck.”

Thus, it appears at best that Hol-
land was solely responsible for the 
school’s athletic success; at worst, 
that Johnson played no role what-
soever. For the record, Louis John-
son was hired in 1939 as the coach 
of four major sports: track and field, 
baseball, football and basketball, and 
during that tenure he produced some 
of the best athletes and teams in the 
state of Virginia.

-Craig Taylor,
Parker-Gray Class of 1964

To the editor: 
I think that most residents agree 

that keeping housing affordable is a 
noble endeavor. So do I, but it’s be-
coming clearer that we can’t build 
our way out of that challenge with-
out creating extreme density and 
all the negative consequences that 
come with that. 

Undaunted by the flooding woes 
of residents, Mayor Justin Wilson 
and our tone-deaf city officials con-
tinue their quest for more density in 
Virginia’s most densely populated 
city. There has to be a better path 
to housing affordability than adding 
30,000 more residents over the next 
decade, but city leaders aren’t con-
sidering alternatives.

The level of planned development 
will undoubtedly place unfathom-
able pressure on school buildings, 
roads, sewer systems and storm wa-
ter drainage networks, not to men-
tion the City budget and operations.

Anyone needing more evidence 
of the City’s commitment to reckless 
development need only review the 
events of the past few weeks. City 
staff presented the Planning Com-
mission with a proposal to eliminate 
a longstanding limitation on the 
ratio of building square footage to 
overall lot size on school properties.

Why? In part, because city offi-
cials want to build affordable housing 
on school grounds. Due to opposition 
from Commissioners David Brown 
and Stephen Koenig, a compromise 
was reached to increase the ratio 
from 0.65 to 0.75. Not great, but much 
better than the alternative of unlim-
ited building density “by right.”

Then there was the first City 
Council meeting of the fall season. 
Council considered forgivable loans 
to developers of three new afford-
able housing developments. To-
gether, these projects would add 721 
housing units, which would bring in 
2,000 new residents.

Two of these taxpayer-funded 
loans were approved. The third was 
deferred only because one civic as-
sociation was able to mobilize and 
councilors Mo Seifeldein and Amy 
Jackson heard them.

The projects approved for tax-
payer-funded loans to developers: a 
375-unit apartment complex near the 
corner of Glebe Road and Mt. Vernon 
Ave., and a 291-unit building on the 
grounds of the existing ParcView 
Apartments on Holmes Run Parkway.

Yet, residents in Holmes Run, 
Landmark, Beverley Hills, Del Ray, Ivy 
Hill and other affected neighborhoods 
knew nothing about these projects. 
No outreach from Housing Director 
Helen McIlvaine or her staff, nothing 
in Wilson’s monthly newsletter, noth-
ing from any of our at-large council 
members who claim that we don’t 
need wards to be well-represented 
and nothing from our reclusive city 
manager. Crickets all around.

So, with almost no public input 
and within an environment of grow-
ing resident concerns about density 
and overburdened infrastructure, the 
mayor led a discussion about adding 
721 new housing units. This in addi-
tion to a proposed 777-unit project in 
Old Town’s southwest quadrant.

City schools integrated in the 1960s

Alexandria has overcome systemic racism

A puzzling omission of 
coach Louis Johnson

A stealthy urbanist agenda

SEE ROSSELLO | 40
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This Week 
Do you support the scooter task force recommendation to 
extend the phase II pilot program?
A) Yes. 
B) No.
C) I'm not sure. 

Last Week 
Early voting in Virginia opens on Sept. 18. How do you plan 
to vote in the Nov. 3 election?
39% I plan to vote early in person. 
36% I plan to vote in person on Nov. 3. 
25% I plan to vote by mail.

BY JEN HUNTLEY WITH CASA 

CHIRILAGUA

In honor of National His-
panic Heritage Month, which 
runs from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, 
this column, which is part one of 
two, highlights Casa Chirilagua, 
a long-standing pillar of the Ar-
landria community.

 Young students were 
drawn in as Roberto Flores, 
at that time the Programs 
Director at Casa Chirilagua, 
described the history of the 

civil war in El Salvador that 
had raged during the 1980s. 
For many of them, this was 
the impetus for their par-
ents’ decision to leave their 
home country and move to 
a budding community of 
Central Americans in Ar-
landria, a neighborhood in 
Alexandria.

Flores wanted to help 
the students, who are a part 
of Casa Chirilagua’s Teens 
Club, understand why their 
families made the decision 

to come and live in this par-
ticular area and help them 
connect the past with the 
present as they were shaping 
their own identities as chil-
dren of recent immigrants. 

Casa Chirilagua, referred 
to as just “casa” meaning 
“home,” is known as a com-
munity of people “learning to-
gether to love their neighbors 
as themselves” in the Latino 
neighborhood of Chirilagua 
in Arlandria. Its mission is to 
develop relationships with 

families to see the Chirilagua 
neighborhood transformed by 
Christ. The name Chirilagua 
refers to the town in El Sal-
vador from which many resi-
dents escaped during the civil 
war and found asylum in Ar-
landria in the late 1980s. 

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria. For more 
information or to volunteer, 

please visit https://
casachirilagua.org/volunteer/

The Office of Historic Al-
exandria regrets that in the 
Aug. 27 column on the “Stu-
dent-Athletes of Parker-Gray” 
a cropped image was pub-
lished. Here is the uncropped 
picture, which includes Coach 
Louis R. Johnson on the far 
left. Johnson coached four 
sports at Parker-Gray for 
more than 20 years, overcom-
ing obstacles put in his and 
his athletes’ way in a racial-
ly segregated Virginia. The 
Johnson-Siebert Gymnasium 
in the Charles Houston Rec-
reation Center is dedicated in 
part to Johnson. You can read 
more about Louis R. Johnson 
at https://www.alexandriava.
gov/recreation/info/default.
aspx?id=27532. 

OUT OF THE ATTIC

An introduction to Casa Chirilagua

The role of Coach Louis R. Johnson in Parker-Gray sports

COURTESY PHOTO

And they did it when 
most Alexandrians were al-
ready in bed, as the discus-

sion occurred after 11 p.m., 
not unusual when it comes 
to potentially controversial 
issues. It’s become clear 
that “Mayor Density” and 

his supporters will continue 
to pursue their stealthy ur-
banist agenda, executing as 
much of it as possible before 
the next local election in 

June 2021.
There has to be a better 

way.
-Bill Rossello,

Alexandria
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Weekly Words

FUNNY BUSINESS by Pam Klawitter, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Europe's oldest capital
7. Speedy watercraft
13. Sorcerers' incantations
19. Like a default radio station
20. Major golf or tennis tournament
21. Hip type
22. Apt name for a quilt/sound-

proofing solutions business?
24. "Finished so soon?"
25. Artificial grass alternative
26. DEA opening?
27. Pushed away
29. Word with "end" or "pill"
31. Tomb raider Croft
32. Hawke in movies
37. Small containers at a salad bar
39. Alphabetically first compass 

point
41. Major stock index, with "the"
44. Long sandwich
45. Asserts something with 

authority
46. Some are special
47. ___ Valley (city near Thousand 

Oaks)
48. Bug spray brand
49. Did a face-plant
50. ... car part/locksmith busi-

ness?
54. Target a mole, maybe
55. What armor protects

56. Like most people
57. Loathe
59. "Woe is me!"
60. Small bill
61. Head for a fall
62. Many family cars
64. Part of RPM (Abbr.)
65. ... petite clothing/hotel busi-

ness?
69. "I'll pass"
70. Not alfresco
72. Blunted sword
73. TV schedule placeholder
74. ___ cable (PC-TV connector)
75. "Raiders of the Lost Ark" 

snakes
76. Ancestry.com printouts
78. Mix together
79. "Got it!"
80. ... hairstyling/book business?
83. Commenter who may start a 

flame war
84. Arab bigwig
86. June honorees
87. Golf average
88. Took off in a hurry, with "out"
89. Papa's mama
90. Prefix for cycle
91. Try to shed pounds
93. Howled with laughter
94. Prepare for the day
96. Actor Rickman
98. Signs of whales

100. Only female Argonaut
104. Singer Del Rey
105. Mountain hidden in "national 

park"
108. Controversial ones may be 

taken down
112. ... racing boat/orthopedic 

surgery business?
115. Yoga alternative
116. Submit, as a crossword
117. Fills with joy
118. Cried out sharply
119. Big name in frozen potato 

foods
120. Loathe

DOWN
1. Web store downloads
2. Rascal Flatts or The Chicks
3. Take advice from
4. Corner key
5. Of top priority to charities
6. Beginning of
7. Faith or Judy on TV
8. Law office title (Abbr.)
9. Promotional event for a book
10. Product pitches
11. Stick to, like a hobby
12. State leader?
13. ___ Haan shoes
14. Unruly mass
15. Hoppy beer
16. Smart TV brand

17. Hot under the collar
18. Boar's pen
21. Nickname for Berkeley
23. Trail mix bits
28. "Well, aren't you fancy!"
29. Occupies (oneself)
30. Settle up
33. Post extension?
34. ... cardiology/cobbler busi-

ness?
35. Diamondbacks, briefly
36. Silent acknowledgment
37. California's Santa ___ Island
38. ... deli breads/shoe polishing?
40. Quick way to find out
42. Often-bad sign
43. Finish on top
45. Deli sausage
46. Amazon purchase
47. Cuts quickly
50. U2 singer/activist
51. Sincere
52. Words to the audience
53. Biblical pronoun
55. Nobelist Niels
58. Coated like some cookware
61. Secured, as gift wrap
62. Pisces part
63. One may deflect an arrow
65. 1998 NL MVP Sammy
66. Angst-filled years
67. Absolute
68. Everglades wader

71. Met productions
74. They fill openings
76. Russian ruler of old
77. Tire type
78. Mattress supports
81. Banned bug killer
82. Animal that may be great
83. Spot for an afternoon spread
84. Wind up or wind down
85. Blemish
88. Pummeled
91. Reindeer with an agile-sound-

ing name
92. Neither sharp nor flat
93. Speckled horse
95. Brown in the kitchen
97. Rodeo rope
99. Opening strategy
101. Readied for a drive?
102. Donkey
103. Grocery chain based in 

Essen, Germany
105. Price of a hand
106. Wranglers alternatives
107. Sibilant summons
108. Secret seeker
109. Suit go-with
110. Each and every one
111. Touchscreen touch
113. Tupperware top
114. Cereal grain

ROBERT ASTHEIMER (66), formerly of Alexandria, Aug.  

28, 2020

CLARENCE A. JOHNSON (86), of Alexandria, Sept. 12, 2020

MARY LANKFORD (87), formerly of Alexandria, Sept. 12, 2020

WANDA D. MOEBIUS (49), of Alexandria, Sept. 13, 2020

ROBERTA NEW (75), of Alexandria, Aug. 25, 2020

ALAN R. SAUNDERS (67), formerly of Alexandria, Sept. 3, 2020

LORRAINE THORPE (90), formerly of Alexandria, Sept. 10, 2020

JOSEPH ZIMMER (86), of Alexandria, Sept. 14, 2020

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

FARM EQUIPMENT
LEASE YOUR LAND FOR 
HUNTING. Prepaid annual 
lease payments. $5M liability 
insurance. We handle everything 
for you. Base Camp Leasing 
1-866-309-1507
www.basecampleasing.com 
Promo Code: 355

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Double 
Hung Window $249* Installed 
w/Free Trim Wrap. Call 804-739-
8207. Siding, Roofing and More!

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. Enjoy your 
shower again! Call 1-866-854-
7620 today to see how you can 
save $1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
vapress 

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-844-
947-1479 Special financing for 
qualified customers.

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions to reach Homeowners. 
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

WANTED TO BUY
Paying Cash Merchandise 
pre 1980s

Old toys, silver, records, 
antiques and collectables. If you 
have old items to sell Call Carl 
312-316-7553 or cdahlia@aol.
com. located Silver Spring, Md

ROOMMATE WANTED
Share Apartment w/prof. male. 
Adj. Rockville/Gaithersburg, 
N. Bethesda area. Serious 
Inqs. ONLY. 7 minutes walk to 
Red Line Metro (WASH GROVE 
MARC) $745/mo. Call: 410-
810-4454, Mr. Gray.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold an online public hearing 
on its Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) with the Alexandria 
Police Department (APD) during 
its Virtual School Board Meeting on 
October 1 at 4:00 p.m. 
The public review period for the 
current MOU is now open until its 
renewal on November 1, 2020. The 
current MOU can be reviewed at: 
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/apd-mou 
Public comments regarding the 
MOU may be submitted Septem-
ber 17- October 1, 2020 in the 
following ways: 
• Sign up to speak at the 10/1/20 
virtual public hearing (4:00 p.m.) 
at: https://www.acps.k12.va.us/
board/meetings 
• Complete the online survey/
feedback form at: 
• https://www.acps.k12.va.us/apd-
mou- survey 
• Email written comments to the 
Clerk of the Board at: boardclerk@
acps.k12.va.us 
• U.S. Mail: Clerk of the Board, 
Alexandria City School Board 
1340 Braddock Place Alexandria, 

VA 22314 
• Telephone message: 703-619-8316 
For more information, please contact 
the Clerk of the Board at 703-619-
8316 or at the email listed above. 

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold an online public hearing 
on the FY 2022-2031 Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) and 
FY 2022 Combined Funds (CF) 
Budgets during its Virtual School 
Board Meeting on October 1 at 
4:00 p.m.

Public comments regarding the 
CIP and CF Budgets may be sub-
mitted in the following ways:

• Sign up to speak at the October 1 
virtual public hearing (4:00 p.m.) at:
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/
board/meetings
• Email written comments to the 
Clerk of the Board at:
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us
• U.S. Mail:
Clerk of the Board, 
Alexandria City School Board 
1340 Braddock Place
Alexandria, VA 22314
• Telephone message: 703-619-8316

For more information, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board at 
703-619-8316 or at the email listed 
above.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON AN APPEAL 

OF A DECISION OF 
THE BOARD OF 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

A Public Hearing will be held by 
the City Council of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, 
October 17, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. on the 
following application:

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the October 17, 2020 
meeting of the City Council are 
being held electronically pursuant 
to Virginia Code Section 2.2-
3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity of 

Government ordinance adopted 
by the City Council on June 20, 
2020 or Sections 4-0.00(g) in HB29 
and HB30 to undertake essential 
business. All of the members of 
the respective public bodies and 
staff are participating from remote 
locations through Zoom Webinar. 
The meeting is being held electron-
ically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meeting to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meeting can be accessed 
by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

URL: https://zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_oYVWNl-
j6TN-HWBTAaCj6nw 

*The Webinar will open at 9:00 
a.m. to allow individuals to join 
while the City Council hearing will 
begin at approximately 9:30 a.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 972 6945 2683
Password: 699682

Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@
alexandriava.gov for the City 
Council hearing, or make public 
comments through the conference 
call on the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation for the City Council 
hearing, please call the City Clerk 
and Clerk of Council's Office at 
703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 838-
5056). We request that you provide 
a 48-hour notice so that the proper 
arrangements may be made.

BAR #2020-00197 OHAD
Public Hearing and consideration 
of an appeal of the Board of Archi-
tectural Review’s (BAR) Septem-
ber 2, 2020 decision to approve a 
Permit for Complete Demolition at 
450 South Patrick Street, 900 Wolfe 
Street, and 431 South Columbus 
Street.
APPLICANT: Heritage at Old 
Town PropCo LLC
APPELLANT:  Various appellants

This appeal is being held pursuant 
to Section 10-107 of the Zon-
ing Ordinance for the Board of 
Architectural Review of the City of 
Alexandria.

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
OCTOBER 2020

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future date. 
For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2020
PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 PM 

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2020
PUBLIC HEARING – 9:30 AM
 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the October 6, 2020 
meeting of the Planning Com-
mission and the October 17, 2020 
meeting of the City Council are 
being held electronically pursuant 
to Virginia Code Section 2.2-
3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted 
by the City Council on June 20, 
2020 or Sections 4-0.00(g) in HB29 
and HB30 to undertake essential 
business. All of the members of 
the respective public bodies and 
staff are participating from remote 
locations through Zoom Webinar. 

Classifieds
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These meetings are being held elec-
tronically, unless a determination 
is made that it is safe enough for 
the meetings to be held in person 
in the City Council Chamber at 
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA. 
Electronic access will be provided 
in either event. The meetings can 
be accessed by the public through: 
Zoom hyperlink (below), broad-
casted live on the government 
channel 70, and streaming on the 
City’s website. 

Planning Commission Public 
Hearing:
The Webinar will open at 6:30 PM 
to allow individuals to join while the 
Planning Commission hearing will 
begin at approximately 7:00 PM.

URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_8pwK1vBoRjyPg-
03nAxtQbg
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 973 2189 6130
Password: 869711
 
City Council Public Hearing:
URL: https://zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_oYVWNl-
j6TN-HWBTAaCj6nw
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 972 6945 2683
Password: 699682
 
Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Planning & Zoning staff at 
PlanComm@alexandriava.gov for 
the Planning Commission hearing, 
to the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@
alexandriava.gov for the City 
Council hearing, or make public 
comments through the conference 
call on the day of either hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation for the Planning Com-
mission hearing, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 
711. For reasonable disability ac-
commodation for the City Council 
hearing, please call the City Clerk 
and Clerk of Council's Office at 
703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 838-
5056). We request that you provide 

a 48-hour notice so that the proper 
arrangements may be made.

In accordance with Virginia 
State Code Section 15.2-2006, the 
following is the second publication 
of notice of a request for a Vacation 
of public right-of-way. All other 
previously advertised cases for the 
above hearings remain the same. 
The item described below was pre-
viously advertised on September 17, 
2020 in the “Classified Legal Ad” 
section of the Alexandria Times:

Vacation #2020-00003 
403 West Windsor Avenue 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request to vacate a portion of 
the public right-of-way along the 
eastern property line of 403 West 
Windsor Avenue and between 
West Windsor Avenue and Thomas 
Street; zoned: R-8/Single-family. 
Applicant: Cindy Anderson, 
represented by Christine A. Kelly, 
architect

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF  

A PUBLIC HEARING

The Board of Architectural Review 
(BAR) will hold an Electronic 
Public Hearing on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 7, 2020 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
to review the following item(s):

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the October 7, 2020 
meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(3), 
the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on June 20, 2020 or Sec-
tions 4-0.00(g) in HB29 and HB30 
to undertake essential business. 
BAR board members and staff are 
participating from remote loca-
tions through Zoom Webinar. This 
meeting is being held electron-
ically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meeting to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meeting can be accessed 

by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_dKzcOQNfTQGjO-
qQ9OXfB0g

* The Board of Architectural Review 
Hearing will start at 7:00 p.m., while 
the Zoom Webinar will become 
available to join at 6:30 p.m. *

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 949 0412 9396
Password: 560241
Public comments will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Lia Niebauer at lia.niebauer@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments through the conference 
call on the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets.

BAR #2020-00455 PG
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 419 North Patrick 
Street.
Applicants: John Corbin & Ann 
Riley

BAR #2020-00135 PG
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 419 North Patrick Street.
Applicants: John Corbin & Ann 
Riley

BAR #2020-00408 OHAD
Request for alterations at 624 South 
Saint Asaph Street.
Applicant: Michael Mills

BAR #2020-00430 OHAD
Request to install small cell facility 
on a utility pole on public property 
adjacent to 1600 West Abingdon 
Drive.
Applicant: Cellco Partnership dba 
Verizon Wireless

BAR #2020-00413 OHAD
Request for alterations at 437 
North Columbus Street.

Applicant: HF ENTWISLE, LLC

BAR #2020-00439 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ en-
capsulation at 211 A South Union 
Street.
Applicant: 211A South Union, LLC

BAR #2020-00438 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 211 A South Union Street.
Applicant: 211A South Union, LLC

BAR #2020-00442 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ en-
capsulation at 112 Cameron Mews.
Applicants: Timothy M. & Laura 
R. Biddle

BAR #2020-00445 OHAD
Request for alterations at 112 Cam-
eron Mews.
Applicants: Timothy M. & Laura 
R. Biddle
BAR #2020-00444 OHAD

Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 133 North Fairfax 
Street.
Applicant: Alden Philbrick

BAR #2020-00443 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 133 North Fairfax Street.
Applicant: Alden Philbrick

BAR #2020-00386 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 912 Green Street.
Applicants: Christina Schoeler & 
Paul Fischer

BAR #2020-00387 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 912 Green Street.
Applicants: Christina Schoeler & 
Paul Fischer

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

Classifieds
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For those of you who have been to my home or office, you know that I LOVE COLORFUL CONTEMPORARY ART!  I am thrilled 
to have found a way to combine this passion with my love of real estate and I call the events...ART & ARCHITECTURE. 

On multiple occasions, I have had the privilege to “borrow” fabulous artwork from two award winning Torpedo Factory artists 
to stage my listings.  The works of Beverly Ryan and Marsha Staiger adorn my own walls, and provided the “WOW” factor for 

a recent sale in Old Town Alexandria.  

Please contact me for more information about Real Estate in Alexandria, or for an introduction to Beverly and Marsha.

PRESENTED BY L ISA GROOVER

ART & 
ARCHITECTURE 


