
Developers started 
construction from 
scratch within four 
months
BY LINDSEY SULLIVAN

A massive, four-alarm 
structure fire in February 
created a column of smoke 
over Alexandria that was 
visible from miles away. 
Just months later, the de-
velopers behind the Fairfax 
County multi-use develop-
ment have begun to rebuild.

The project develop-
ment, known as South Alex, 
is a two-building, five-story, 
multi-use apartment com-
plex located about a mile 
south of the beltway that was 
planned to open June 2021.

At the time of the fire, 
the project had been under 
construction since Decem-
ber 2018. Most of the exte-
rior parts of the site were 
complete, according to Ai-
sha Hill, senior director of 
development for Combined 
Properties.

“It was devastating for 
sure,” Hill said. “It has defi-
nitely been a Herculean coor-
dination effort to get through 
something like that.”

This rebuilding effort in-
cluded the Combined Prop-
erties team at South Alex, 
general contractor CBG 
Building Company, Fairfax 
County, other consultants 

Both projects are pro-
gressing on schedule, 
despite the pandemic
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has forced some developers 
to hit the pause button or 
reevaluate their timelines, 
but two major projects in the 
region are moving full steam 
ahead: Amazon’s second 
headquarters and Virginia 
Tech’s Innovation Campus.

When Amazon an-
nounced in November 2018 
that it would be establishing 
its HQ2 in Arlington, with 
Virginia Tech’s new campus 

to be built in Alexandria, 
the journey from ideation to 
reality seemed like a distant 
concept. But both projects 
have taken major steps for-
ward this year, despite the 
challenges presented by the 
pandemic.

Amazon HQ2
Work around the global 

tech giant’s second head-
quarters has not slowed 
down over the past year, 
Telly Tucker, director of Ar-
lington Economic Develop-
ment, said.

“The company has al-
ready filled more than 1,000 

jobs at the Arlington loca-
tion and is still committed 
to its original targets of at 
least 25,000 jobs,” Tucker 
wrote in an email. “Ama-
zon is meeting or exceed-
ing all of its commitments 
to the community in terms 
of jobs and square footage 
targets.”

Amazon began construc-
tion on HQ2 earlier this year 
after the Arlington Coun-
ty Board unanimously ap-
proved the first phase of the 
project in December 2019.

Phase one of HQ2 involves 
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PHOTO/VAL PROUDKII

Ukraine-born street photographer Val Proudkii 
captures the fleeting, vital moments of life in his 
work. Based out of the Torpedo Factory, Proudkii 

has travelled across the globe, from Cuba and Italy 
to India and Washington D.C. See page 11.

A new episode of Speak Easy,  
the Alexandria Times podcast,  
is now live! 

This month, our special guest is reporter and 
author Michael Lee Pope. Tune in to hear 

how he got his start in journalism  and more.

SEE HQ2 | 4

SEE SOUTH ALEX         | 7

PHOTO/LINDSEY SULLIVAN
A construction crew member walks across the job site of multi-
use building complex South Alex in Fairfax County. South Alex 
is located at the intersection of Route 1 and Kings Highway.
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Man dies after crash on North Washington StreetNew Speak 
Easy episode

Series of crimes occur over the weekend

The Alexandria Police 
Department is investi-
gating a fatal crash that 
occurred on North Wash-
ington Street and left one 
resident dead on Tuesday, 
according to a news re-

lease.
APD officers responded 

to a two-vehicle crash at 
about 12:30 p.m., according 
to the release. One of the 
drivers, Meigs Hodge, 56, of 
Alexandria, was transport-

ed to a local hospital, where 
he ultimately succumbed 
to his injuries, according to 
the release. 

Hodge was the owner of 
a local landscaping compa-
ny, Hedgehog Landscaping, 

according to his LinkedIn.
Witnesses or those with 

video footage of the crash 
are encouraged to contact 
Officer Nancy Gordon at 
571-289-6794.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Speak Easy, the Alexandria 
Times podcast, welcomed local 
journalist and author Michael 
Pope to the show this month.

Pope works for Virginia 
Public Radio, where he re-
ports on policy, politics and all 
things Virginia. He also con-
tributes to the Alexandria-Ga-
zette Packet and co-hosts the 
Transition Virginia podcast, 
detailing the state’s transition 
of power from Republican to 
Democrat.

Pope spoke with Times re-
porter Cody Mello-Klein about 
first getting into journalism, 
his stint leading ghost tours, the 
challenges of reporting during 
the pandemic and the quirks of 
Virginia politics and history.

Speak Easy is available on 
Spotify, Apple Podcasts and 
Google Play.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

The Alexandria Police 
Department responded to 
a spate of crimes over the 
weekend, including multi-
ple reports of shots fired, a 
burglary, a robbery and an 
assault.

Police responded to re-
ports of shots fired on the 
nights of Sept. 25 and 27, 
according to news releas-
es. The incident on Sept. 25 
occurred in the 1100 block 
of Queen Street, where 

multiple shots were fired, 
while the incident on Sun-
day night occurred in the 
4300 block of Duke Street, 
according to news releases. 
There were no injuries in ei-
ther incident.

These two incidents 
come after three consecu-
tive nights of shots fired in 
the West End last week and 
similar reports in Old Town 
over the summer. APD will 
release a statement regard-

ing the shootings later this 
week, according to APD 
spokesperson Lt. Courtney 
Ballantine.

APD is also investigating 
a felonious assault that oc-
curred in the 5400 block of 
Sheffield Court on Saturday 
morning, as well as a pair of 
crimes that occurred early 
Sunday morning: a robbery 
in the 2500 block of North 
Van Dorn Street and a res-
idential burglary/felonious 

assault in the 300 block of 
Hume Avenue.

In the latter incident, an 
unidentified suspect broke 
into a man’s Del Ray home 
and shot him once, resulting 
in non-life threatening inju-
ries, according to ALXnow.

APD plans to release its 
annual year-to-date Part I 
crime data in the next few 
months, according to a re-
cent APD announcement.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

The next generation of luxury is here. The open-concept, contemporary design of 

our new Beaumont cottages feature beautiful quartz countertops, gas fireplace, 

luxury closet systems and more! With only two in our 2020 inventory, these will go 

fast. Treat yourself to the latest and greatest in Independent Living. Call us at  

(703) 260-8504 to schedule  a safe and secure tour of our luxury Beaumont cottage!

www.FalconsLanding.org   |   Falcons Landing is proud to be a non-profit Life Plan Community.

settle for
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development at Pentagon 
City’s Metropolitan park site, 
which Amazon purchased 
from JBG Smith in January 
for about $155 million, ac-
cording to board records.

The 2.1 million square 
foot mixed-use site will in-

clude two 22-story towers 
that will serve as the pri-
mary location for Amazon’s 
HQ2, with room for 12,500 
of the 25,000 employees 
Amazon aims to hire. The 
site will include an under-
ground parking garage, 
daycare center and retail 
locations.

On Sept. 12, the Arling-
ton County Board unani-
mously approved the master 
plan and design guidelines 
for the company’s redesign of 
the site, including a $14 mil-
lion renovation of Metropoli-
tan Park as part of Amazon’s 
community benefits pack-
age. The renovation will fea-

ture walking paths, a central 
green for events and public 
gatherings, outdoor seating 
and tables, two 2,000 square 
foot dog parks, an “edible 
garden” and public art, ac-
cording to Tucker.

Construction of the two 
22-story office buildings and 
retail locations, as well as the 
park project, are expected to 
be completed by 2023.

While construction is 
occurring in Arlington, 
many of the 1,000 em-
ployees Amazon has hired 
for its new headquarters 
are working remotely due 
to the pandemic. Howev-
er, the company is already 
prepared for the transition 
back to in-person work.

Amazon is currently leas-
ing 900,000 square feet of of-
fice space in Crystal City for 
its new employees, Tucker 
wrote in an email.

The company is still hir-
ing as well. Amazon recent-
ly held a virtual job fair in 
September and said that 
the event was successful, 
Stephanie Landrum, CEO 
and executive director of the 
Alexandria Economic Devel-
opment Partnership, said.

“It’s confirming that the 
reason they chose Northern 
Virginia was to have access 
to talent, and these first two 
major initiatives … are real-
ly proving that the talent is 
here or it wants to be here,” 
Landrum said.

The second phase of the 
project will involve construc-
tion on the PenPlace site, 
which will provide space for 
the other half of HQ2’s em-
ployees.

On Sept. 23, Amazon an-
nounced it had purchased 

another parcel of land in 
Pentagon city, the 1.5 acre 
site of a Residence Inn. Am-
azon's $148.5 million acqui-
sition means it now owns 
the entirety of the 11.6 acre 
block, which includes Met-
ropolitan Park and PenPlace.

As part of its ongoing 
community benefits com-
mitment, Amazon has also 
bolstered its COVID-19 relief 
efforts in the community, ac-
cording to Tucker.

“[Amazon] provided fi-
nancial assistance to the 
Arlington Public School 
system to purchase hun-
dreds of WiFi hot spots to 
help students access virtual 
learning coursework, deliv-
ering WiFi hot spots direct-
ly to Arlington students in 
need, and donating tablet 
devices to the Child and 
Family Networks Center,” 
Tucker said.

Amazon also donated 
$155,000 to Arlington and 
D.C. food banks and provid-
ed 10,000 meals to first re-
sponders, frontline health 
workers and vulnerable res-
idents through the Meals in 
May program, Tucker wrote 
in an email.

Virginia Tech Innova-
tion Campus

More relevant to Alexan-
dria is the work that has been 
occurring around Virginia 
Tech’s Innovation Campus, 
which is expected to open in 
Potomac Yard in 2024.

The $1 billion project has 
made some headway in re-
cent months, with building 
designs set to go before the 
Planning Commission and 

Experience Salon Monte where hair 
is washed with filtered water...dried 

with fine cotton towels...and shaped 
with Hikari scissors– renowned for 

their precision.

You don't need a lot of product if you 
have the right product.

Expect personalized services featuring 
the Monte professional haircare system.

LET US CREATE YOUR 
SIGNATURE LOOK

Your experience is second only to the 
beautiful results our stylists create.

210 South Union Street 
Historic Old Town Alexandria

703-217-7077

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

HQ2 FROM | 1

SEE HQ2 | 6
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Always Alexandria
If you're looking to remodel a kitchen, add a bathroom, finish 
a basement, or build an addition, our proprietary CaseStudy‰

process delivers all of the information you need to make the 
best decisions for your own unique project. We'll virtually 
collaborate on ideas, develop three unique design options - 
with your dream design virtually rendered in 3D - and include 
budgeting information and timelines. Visit CaseDesign.com
to set a virtual appointment or to learn more. 

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Alexandria Design  
Studio Now Open
We’re thrilled to open our 4th design studio
at the corner of Washington and King.
Because during these times,
home is more important than ever. 
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N O  A N E S T H E S I A

N O  I N J E C T I O N

N O  PA I N

N O  D R I L L

F A S T E R  R E C O V E R Y

C O S M E T I C  A E S T H E T I C S  
I N C L U D E  S K I N  R E J U V E N AT I O N ,  

H A I R  R E M O VA L ,  L I P S  A N D  F R E C K L E S .

T H E  L E A D E R  I N
L A S E R  D E N T I S T R Y

3116 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria, VA 22305
703.745.5496  |  dentalexcellenceva.com

Dr. Salartash

FA S T E R  B O N E  R E G E N E R AT I O N 

S L E E P  A P N E A  T R E AT M E N T

L a s e r  Te e t h  W h i t e n i n g  
i s  F a s t e r  w i t h  N O  
D I S C O M F O R T

-St. Francis de Sales

Register at 

www.visi.org/openhouseRSVP

www.visi.org            202.337.3350

An all-girls Catholic high 

school in Washington, DC

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE

October 17

from 1-3 p.m.

BE WHO YOU ARE

and be that well.

City Council on Oct. 6 and 
Oct. 17 respectively.

“We’ve clearly crossed 
the line with Virginia Tech 
from concept to reality,” 
Landrum said.

The program’s first 79 
computer science and com-
puter engineering graduate 
students began their semes-
ter this fall entirely online 
as a result of the pandemic, 
Lance Collins, vice president 
and executive director of the 
Innovation Campus, said. 

Once in-person education 
is feasible again, students 
and faculty will meet in Vir-
ginia Tech’s Falls Church fa-
cility ahead of the campus’ 
projected completion.

Construction has yet to 
begin, but those in Potomac 
Yard will soon feel Virginia 
Tech’s presence. City Coun-
cil approved adding the 
university’s initials to the 
Potomac Yard Metro Sta-
tion during its Sept. 22 leg-
islative meeting. The name 
change will now go before 
the Washington Metropoli-
tan Area Transit Authority 
for final approval.

While the current designs 
focus primarily on the infra-
structure and exterior of the 
campus buildings, Virginia 
Tech and AEDP have been 
working on developing the 
programming and partner-
ships that will occur within 
those buildings.

The pandemic has posed 
few challenges to the con-
struction of the campus, but 
it has presented some issues 
for the curriculum, which is 
still being developed.

“Eventually, we want 

to have a focus on projects 
that involve students work-
ing in groups and so forth, 
and, of course, that is very 
much different if you’re 
having to do everything on-
line,” Collins said. “… But 
even if projects are done in 
collaborative ways, we can 
still work through an online 
forum.”

That team-focused ap-
proach is vital to establish 
the vision Virginia Tech 

RENDERING/ARLINGTON COUNTY
A rendering of the renovated Metropolitan Park.

At Silverado our focus is on  
our resident quality of LIFE  
providing personalized  
engagement programs in  
an open and thriving  
atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with  Memory Loss

Real People
Really Living

HQ2 FROM | 4

SEE HQ2 | 10
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The pets-in-waiting are asking Santa for a home of their own this 
holiday.  Your donation sustains them while they wait.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Dizzy  traveled to the AWLA all the way from a Shelter in Louisiana.

She  is looking for a new home and Best Friend who can help her 
adjust to  The Big City. Another dog in the home would be great; 

Dizzy loves both people and dogs. She is about 8 years old and is shy 
at first and then joyful.

Dizzy’s adoption fees have  been paid by a generous donor. To  meet 
Diz virtually or in-person visit:

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment. 

THANK YOU

~ Phoenix  ~ 

~ From the Bayou ~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Associate Broker • Weichert 

Old Town 
703-628-2440

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s 
Pet of the Week is brought to you 

by Diann Carlson, finding homes 
for pets and people, too.

Diocese of Arlington
Victim Assistance Program

for those sexually abused as minors
703-841-2530

The Diocese of Arlington provides comprehensive 
assistance to anyone who as a minor was sexually abused 
by a priest, deacon, teacher, employee or representative 
of the diocese. Parents, guardians, children and survivors 
of sexual abuse are invited and encouraged to contact the 
diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, who will provide 
support, consultation, and referrals.

The Diocese of Arlington is committed to assisting Victims/Survivors 
throughout the healing process.

For further information, see www.arlingtondiocese.org/victim-assistance/

and Aldi— the grocer planned 
to be in the South Alex com-
plex, Hill said.

An accident involving a 
carelessly discarded cigarette 
caused the fire back in Feb-
ruary, according to Fairfax 
County Fire official reports. 
Because the building was un-
der construction, there was 
no sprinkler system in place. 
Windy conditions exacerbat-
ed the problem and made ex-
tinguishing the fire difficult, 

according to a fire depart-
ment press release.

The subcontractor at CBG 
who discarded the cigarette is 
no longer working on the site 
and no charges were pressed, 
Hill said. Safety continues 
to be the highest priority for 
Combined Properties and CBG 
as rebuilding is underway.

CBG declined to comment 
on the progress of construc-
tion at South Alex.

Combined Properties has 
been in the Lee District of 
Fairfax County for decades 

and their first priority after 
the fire was to ensure the 
safety of the surrounding 
community, Hill said.

Structural engineers were 
brought onto the site im-
mediately to assess the re-
mainders of the building. A 
demolition team was brought 
in shortly after that to tear 
down structures deemed un-
stable, Hill said.

In addition to the $48 mil-
lion loss at South Alex, the 
fire damaged an additional 
five apartment buildings, 14 
townhouses and four sin-
gle-family homes surround-
ing the project, as well as 28 
vehicles, according to a report 
from Fairfax county fire of-
ficials. Two firefighters and 
one resident suffered minor 
injuries.

While the vast majori-
ty of the materials on-site 
were lost, Hill said some of 
the materials were produced 
off-site, and hadn’t been 
delivered to the location of 
the fire before it occurred. 
Additionally, some remain-
ing structures were deemed 
sound enough to be salvaged 
and used again in the re-
building process.

The combined team broke 
ground on the project for a 
second time in June, with 
plans to finish in late 2022 or 
early 2023, Hill said. With the 
demolition process complete, 
the team is now working on 
foundations and columns for 
the retail podium, installing 
plumbing and preparing for 
the prefabricated garage to 
arrive on-site.

Hill added that rebuild-
ing South Alex after the loss 
wouldn’t have been possi-
ble without Fairfax County’s 
help, including chairman and 
former county supervisor Jef-
frey McKay.

“The county was ex-
tremely proactive about 
making a connection with 

us and making sure that we 
understood that they were in 
our corner to help us in any 
way they could to get the re-
building effort started and 
moving forward as quickly as 
we could,” Hill said.

The County Supervisor’s 
office was not available to 
comment by press time.

“The day of the fire, we 
knew that we were going to re-
build,” Hill said. “I, of course, 
at the time, couldn’t compre-
hend what that would look like 
or what that would take. But 
there is just an amazing team 
of people, both inside and 
outside of Combined, that are 
committed to this project and 
this neighborhood.”

-lsullivan@alextimes.com

PHOTO/LINDSEY SULLIVAN
An excavator and crane work to rebuild the South Alex project af-
ter a large fire destroyed the majority of the project. The readjust-
ed plans are set to deliver the project in late 2022 or early 2023.

SOUTH ALEX FROM | 1
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REAL. LOCAL.
SAVINGS.

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC 20076 © 2020 GEICO 20_541467433

Matthew McCarthy 
703-236-1366
4617 Duke Street, Alexandria
geico.com/nova-metro
¡Hablamos Español!

Visit Alexandria 
tweaks approach to 
attract visitors
BY MISSY SCHROTT 

In March 2019, city and 
tourism leaders were fearful 
about the impact a three-
month Metro shutdown 
would have on the city’s visi-
tor-driven revenue. Little did 
they know that a year later, 
the city’s tourism industry 
would be hit by an exponen-
tially worse blow.

Financial returns re-
ported last week show that 
between February and July 
2020, the city lost an esti-
mated $12 million in con-
sumption-based taxes due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This data, as well as other 
COVID-19-impacted statis-
tics, were at the center of 
Visit Alexandria’s 2020 an-

nual meeting on Sept. 23. 
Typically at annual meet-

ings, the city’s tourism board 
presents successes from the 
previous year and outlines 
plans for the coming year. 
This year’s meeting was a 
different story.

“A year ago when we gath-
ered, we were celebrating the 
incredible accomplishments 
of those businesses in our 
community that welcome 
visitors, show them our hos-
pitality and ensure that they 
come back and visit again 
and again and again,” May-
or Justin Wilson said. “This 
year, we’re recognizing the 
resilience of those very same 
businesses and the hard work 
of Visit Alexandria and oth-
ers to support them.”

Patricia Washington, 
president and chief executive 
officer of Visit Alexandria, 

presented data findings de-
tailing how the city’s tourism 
industry has been impacted 
since mid-March and what to 
expect in the future. 

For the first eight months 
of fiscal year 2020 – which 
ran from July 1, 2019 to June 

30, 2020 – hotel occupan-
cy percentages were track-
ing above where they were 
in FY2019, even during the 
summer of 2019 when the 
Metro was shut down. As of 
February, city hotels were 
on track to end FY2020 with 

a year-end occupancy of 
77.1%, Washington said. It 
would have been the sixth 
consecutive fiscal year with 
hotel occupancy percentages 
in the 70s.

COVID-19 hits city’s 
tourism revenue

GRAPH/VISIT ALEXANDRIA
The impact of COVID-19 on various business sectors in the early weeks of the pandemic.

SEE TOURISM | 9
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Sales Gallery/Coming Soon  |  Alexandria Times  |  Half-page 4C: 9.3˝ x 5.25˝

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT 

Off-Site Sales Gallery Now Open:  
700 Princess St., Mezzanine Level  

Alexandria, VA 22314

The Very Best in Care  
Is Coming to Old Town
Discover Sunrise of Old Town’s personalized approach to assisted 

living and memory care—and learn more about our dining and 

programming, coming in the spring of 2021.

• Highly trained, compassionate  
team of caregivers

• Minutes from shopping,  
dining, and entertainment

• Conveniently close to medical  
centers and hospitals

• Community cleaning protocols 
are constantly reinforced, 
with professional deep-cleans 
performed as necessary

© 2020 Sunrise Senior Living

Contact us for more information:
703-454-9900  
SunriseOldTown.com/Times

OLD TOWN

All our team members are following COVID-19 infection control protocols, including wearing a mask.  
Number of visitors allowed inside is limited, to maintain appropriate social distancing. 

58720156-061-Sunrise_Old_Town_Print_Media_Ads_SALES_GALLERY_FOUNDERS_CLUB_hz2.indd   10 7/21/20   4:30 PM

Then in March, “the bot-
tom dropped out,” Washing-
ton said. Occupancy fell to as 
low as 10% in April, and the 
last four months of FY2020 
resulted in an actual year-

end occupancy rate of 55.7%. 
Visit Alexandria commis-

sioned a study with STR, a 
national firm that monitors 
the hotel sector, to proj-
ect when occupancy might 
bounce back. STR predicts 
that by the end of calendar 

year 2020, hotel occupancy 
will fall to 36% and then be-
gin recovering to a projected 
58% by the end of calendar 
year 2021.

Beyond hotels, other sec-
tors in the hospitality indus-
try, including restaurants 

and retail, have been among 
the hardest hit by the pan-
demic, Washington said.

Back in January, at Visit 
Alexandria’s annual “What’s 
new” meeting, leaders from 
the tourism board detailed 
new and exciting attractions 
coming to the city in 2020, 
from expanded Black histo-
ry programming to a slew of 
new businesses planning to 
open. The organization had 
big plans to draw visitors to 
the region and promote all of 
the city’s offerings.

When the pandemic hit in 
March, Visit Alexandria was 
required to change its ap-
proach.

“[On March 16,] we 
launched ‘ALX at Home,’ a 
complete strategy shift to 
promote safe activities and 
to help area residents sup-
port local independent busi-
nesses,” Washington said. 
“When we put out the call to 
[businesses] for curbside and 
at home-friendly content, 
[they] responded quickly and 

over the ensuing weeks, we 
kept building that content.”

In the early days of the 
pandemic, Visit Alexandria 
helped promote restaurants 
that had shifted to carry out 
and delivery formats, fitness 
studios offering virtual class-
es and boutiques opening on-
line stores. The organization 
also helped rework two major 
annual events to be COVID-
19-safe: Restaurant Week To-
Go and the Alexandria Sum-
mer Sidewalk Sale.

Now that the region is 
about six months into the 
pandemic and people are 
more willing to spend time in 
safe public settings, Visit Al-
exandria is shifting its focus 
back toward drawing visitors 
to the city, Washington said.

Studies from Destination 
Analysts, a travel and tourism 
market research firm, show 
that while COVID-19-relat-
ed health concerns have not 
changed dramatically since 

GRAPH/VISIT ALEXANDRIA
For the first eight months of fiscal year 2020, hotel occupancy percentages were tracking above FY2019. 
When the pandemic hit, occupancy fell as low as 10%, resulting in a year-end occupancy rate of 55.7%.

SEE TOURISM | 10

TOURISM FROM | 8
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703 797 3800  |  HERMITAGENOVA.ORG  |  5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  |  ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311

LET’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

LIVE  ON YOUR OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living 
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the 
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents, 
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to 
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your 
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic 
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you 
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern 
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.

March, people are becoming 
more comfortable with the 
idea of traveling. 

“Travel confidence … 
rose in early June as infec-
tion rates declined, with 
half of the public indicating 
readiness to travel again,” 
Washington said. 

The research indicates 
that people who are willing 
to travel are more likely to 
go somewhere familiar and 
somewhere within driving 
distance. Going forward, 
Visit Alexandria plans to 
target regional visitors who 
live within three hours driv-
ing distance of Alexandria.

For the rest of the year 
and into 2021, city tourism 
will likely be down from pre-
vious years, but Visit Alex-
andria plans to continue pro-
moting virtual offerings and 
COVID-19-safe, in-person 
attractions. Holiday celebra-
tions will likely be virtual, 
and winter restaurant week 

will likely repeat the format 
of summer restaurant week 
to-go, Washington said. 

While the city’s visita-
tion has taken a blow be-
cause of COVID-19, the pan-
demic has resulted in some 
new attractions. 

One major new attraction 
is the pedestrian zone with 
expanded outdoor seating in 
the 100-block of King Street, 
a change City Manager Mark 
Jinks said will likely be made 
permanent.

“One silver lining in the 
pandemic response was the 
establishment of a ‘street-
ery’ on the 100 block of King 
Street,” Washington said. 
“Long considered, this pe-
destrian-friendly redesign 
sprang to life as a pilot test 
under the agency of the city 
business reopening team. It 
was a hit from the start and 
has become a new hub of en-
ergy on King Street.”

In addition, Visit Alexan-
dria has been marketing “mi-
cro-weddings,” smaller cel-

ebrations that can be hosted 
at some of the city’s boutique 
venues. The organization is 
also working with local ho-
tels to promote hybrid meet-
ing spaces, which would al-
low for a blend of remote and 
on-site participants. 

The overall message Visit 
Alexandria is promoting in 
the era of COVID-19 is that 
Alexandria is a close get-
away with historic character, 
value, safety and flexibility, 
Washington said. 

“Travel is more than just 
revenues, jobs and tax re-
ceipts,” Washington said. 
“If the past six months have 
taught us anything, it is how 
much we need to see oth-
er places and cultures, how 
much we need to reconnect 
with each other and our val-
ues and how much we simply 
need to breathe and recharge 
our batteries. That’s why 
what [businesses] do mat-
ters most and why we should 
fight so hard to recover.”

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

leaders have for the campus.
“The intent of an inno-

vation campus is that it is 
outward looking, that it’s 
really engaging with entities 
outside of traditional aca-
demic circles to make things 
happen,” Collins said. “So, 
companies will be part of the 
campus. They’re invited in, 
they’ll be offering projects 
that students and faculty 
will work on.”

The design plans include 
a “partnership building,” 
Landrum said. AEDP is al-
ready working to establish 
partnerships with business-
es in the area that will work 
with Virginia Tech to create 
a “pipeline” that will feed 
tech graduates into the local 
workforce.

To aid in that endeavor, 
Virginia Tech formed an advi-
sory board composed of busi-
ness and industry leaders, all 
of whom have a presence and 
vested interest in the region, 

according to Collins.
The advisory board in-

cludes executives from Qual-
comm, Boeing, KPMG and 
The Carlyle Group, among 
others, and Hunch Analytics 
CEO Sanju Bansal will serve 
as the board chair.

“Those are the sorts of 
companies who we hope will 
have a long-term relation-
ship with the university,” 
Landrum said. “They’re the 
companies who are hiring 
people in our region and are 
going to be creating the jobs 
over the next decade.”

Despite all the work still 
to be done, Collins remains 
optimistic that the project 
will stay on track.

“I would say so far so 
good, and we feel pretty con-
fident in having addressed 
the issues that have arisen,” 
Collins said. “I would say 
we’re cautiously optimistic, 
but it’s a complex project 
and we have to keep moving 
everything forward.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

HQ2 FROM | 6 TOURISM FROM | 9



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  OCTOBER 1, 2020 | 11 

TimesLivinq

Torpedo Factory street 
photographer captures 
life’s fleeting moments
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

A saxophone player stands 
under an awning to escape a 
torrential downpour, squeez-
ing notes out of his instru-
ment despite the storm.

A man sits outside his 
dockside shack, smoking a 
cigarette, staring at sailboats 
and wondering where the day 
has gone.

A man and a woman kiss 
passionately in a crowded 

subway car, as if they exist in 
their own world, the strang-
ers around them fading into 
the background of their own 
personal love story.

If a picture speaks 1,000 
words, Val Proudkii is a man 
with a voluminous vocab-
ulary. The Ukrainian-born 
photographer and Torpedo 
Factory artist is obsessed 
with capturing the everyday 
miracles that make life worth 
living yet rarely last more 
than a moment.

Born in Kiev in 1963, Proud-
kii took to visual art, specif-

ically photography, early in 
life. For his seventh birthday, 
Proudkii’s father, an amateur 
photographer himself, gave 
him a Soviet rangefinder cam-
era. Soon, Proudkii was out on 
the street, snapping the kinds 
of mundane-turned-spectacu-
lar images he would later build 
his career on.

“I kind of started from 
there, just taking pictures as 
a hobby, just kind of trying 
to capture, in usual settings, 
something unusual – some-
thing that you could walk by, 
not pay any attention to it 

but if you look closer or you 
look in the right way, you 
could see something that 
might be interesting to cap-
ture,” Proudkii said.

Proudkii graduated from 
university with a degree in 
economics and in 1989, at 
the age of 26, left Ukraine 
and travelled around Europe 
and America before settling 
in Washington D.C. 

For the early part of his 
professional life, Proudkii 
worked as a telecommunica-
tions engineer. It paid well and 
provided Proudkii with stabil-

ity, but photography remained 
his passion, Proudkii said.

Proudkii continued pho-
tography as a hobby. He took 
his work to local art markets 
on weekends and entered 
into photography competi-
tions where the audience re-
sponded strongly to his work.

“Essentially, from the 
hobby or weekends, it kind of 
mainstreamed into more of, 
‘OK, I think I want to do this 
full-time,’” Proudkii said. “So, 
I left my regular work and be-

CALENDAR
October events
Attend a spa workshop, birthday PAWty and more. | Page 13

PETS
Cat myths
Breaking down cat-related superstitions. |   Page 12

CITY CREATIVES

Everyday miracles

PHOTO/VAL PROUDKII
Val Proudkii has been taking photos ever since he got his first camera at 7 years old. His work spans continents and cultures to capture the latent spectacle of everyday life.

SEE PROUDKII | 16
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BY SARAH LIU

Have you heard any of 
these 10 cat myths? In the 
spirit of Halloween, let's break 
down some popular beliefs 
and superstitions about cats:

 
Black cats are bad luck.

The popular superstition 
equating black cats with bad 
luck may have sprung from 
medieval Europe. One exam-
ple from 16th-century Italy 
predicted imminent death if 
a black cat was found sleep-
ing on your bed. While these 
beliefs seem outdated, shelter 
staff and rescue volunteers 
still experience attitudes of 
bias in adopting or working 
with black cats. Conversely, 
black cats in Egypt were held 
in higher esteem because 
they most closely resembled 
the goddess Bastet, and in Ja-
pan, black cats are associated 
with finding luck in love.

 
Purring means a cat is 
happy.

Sometimes it does. Most 

of us associate the rumbling 
vibrations of purring with a 
happy and content cat. How-
ever, cats may also purr as a 
self-soothing technique when 
scared, in pain, in labor or 
even dying. Some cats will 
even purr as a defense mech-
anism, to relieve tension with 
another cat or diffuse a poten-
tially aggressive interaction.

 
Milk is good for cats.

Decades of art dedicated to 
little girls giving milk to cats 
have built this association, 
and milk remains a common 
“treat” well-meaning owners 
will offer their cats. However, 

while a mother cat's milk is 
good for her kittens, most cats 
are intolerant to other types of 
dairy. Lacking the proper en-
zymes for digestion, consum-
ing milk can lead to stomach 
upset, vomiting and diarrhea.

 
Declawing is painless.

It is not painless. De-
clawing a cat requires the 
amputation of toe bones via 
scalpel or laser. The proce-
dure is equivalent to cutting 
off a human's fingers at the 
last knuckle. The cat will ex-
perience significant pain in 
recovery as well as long term 
residual discomfort from 

Ten cat myths, debunked
PETS

You’re invited!

Parking Lot 1900 @ Mount Vernon Ave.

Pup-Up Market, Costume Contest, Adoptable 
Pets, Prizes, Cake and more!

Follow 
@PassionatelyPets 
on social media for 

more details!

*Masks required - well behaved dogs encouraged*

October 4th     11AM-3PM

13th Birthday 
Pawty Celebration!

“Keep ‘em Clean        
  and Cute!”

Locally owned and operated servicing Alexandria!
Please visit www.petgroomingalexandria.com

Yummy 
Berries

Goose and 
Currant are 

hoping to 
be adopted 

together. These 
playful kittens 

will bring so 
much joy to 

their forever 
family!

Due to COVID-19 we are only doing 
adoptions by appointment. For more 
information contact King Street Cats: 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.
Visit us at www.kingstreetcats.org

Sunset 
Pet Services, Inc. 

www.sunsetpetservices.com • 703-971-4120 

Cremation services as individual as your pet

5521 Vine Street • Alexandria, VA 22310 

Individual pet cremations • Diverse urn selections  

Optional pick-up services
Garden stones and markers • Viewing

Serving VA, MD, DC • Open 7 Days 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 

SARAH  
LIU

FILE PHOTO
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nerve damage, problems 
walking and potential bone 
spurs. Cats who have been 
declawed are also more 
likely to house-soil, bite 
and exhibit other serious 
behavioral problems.

 
Cats are nocturnal.

If you're used to a cat 
walking across your face at 
3 a.m., you may believe that 
cats are nocturnal. But cats 
are actually crepuscular, 
meaning they are most active 
at dusk and dawn. This makes 
sense considering most of 
their natural prey is on the 
move in the early morning or 
evening. If Fluffy's nighttime 
rampages are disturbing your 
sleep, try setting her supper 
time closer to your bedtime 
and engage her in vigorous 
late evening play sessions.

 
Cats are low mainte-
nance.

It's true that cats don't 
require daily walks and are 
mostly self-cleaning, but 
many people underestimate 
the levels of attention and 
maintenance they do re-
quire. Apart from litter box 
management and sched-
uled feedings, domestic cats 
are highly social creatures 
and need regular interac-

tion and enrichment to live 
their best lives. Put simply, 
your cat wants to play with 
you, wants to cuddle with 
you – or at least sit nearby – 
and thrives when you make 
them a priority. 

 
Cats hate dogs.

Relationships between 
cats and dogs are much like 
relationships between peo-
ple: Some of them get along 
and some just don't. Also like 
people, compatibility varies 
based on personality types 
and preferences, and it can 
be impacted by past experi-
ences. Generally speaking, 
though, both dogs and cats 
enjoy companionship and 
benefit from social bonding. 
So, with proper introductions 
and training, cats and dogs 
can become great friends. 
In fact, a cat who is used to 
living solo often adjusts to 
a new dog faster and easier 
than a new cat.

 
Cats always land on 
their feet.

Cats frequently land on 
their feet because they have 
what's called a “righting re-
flex,” made up of a vestib-
ular apparatus in the inner 
ear and a very flexible back 
bone. These tools allow a 
cat to quickly determine up 
from down and correct in-

air body position to land on 
its feet. However, the sys-
tem isn't fool proof: Short-
er falls don't allow time to 
correct and longer falls may 
result in injury, regardless 
of landing.

 
This breed/color/type 
of cat is hypoallergenic.

Sorry friends, but there 
is no 100% guaranteed hy-
poallergenic cat. This pop-
ular misconception often 
springs from association 
with a cat's fur texture or 
length. Therefore, hairless 
or thin coated breeds such as 
sphynx or cornish rex may 
be marketed and perceived 
as hypoallergenic. In reality, 
the allergens in question are 
typically related to the cat's 
skin and saliva rather than 
fur. Therefore, when a hair-
less sphynx cleans himself, 
allergens are still present in 
drying saliva and can still 
cause allergic reactions.

 
A female cat should 
have a litter before 
she is spayed.

Proponents of this belief 
predict giving birth to at 
least one litter before spay-
ing improves a cat's health 
and results in a friendlier, 
more content disposition. 
Conversely, scientific stud-
ies show medical benefits to 
early sterilization, includ-
ing significant reduction 
in certain types of cancer, 
tumors and infections. 
Moreover, failure to spay 
or neuter usually results in 
undesirable behavioral is-
sues like calling, marking, 
spraying and aggression. 
Finally, early sterilization of 
both males and females re-
duces the crisis of homeless 
unwanted kittens.

The writer is a longtime 
volunteer with King Street 
Cats. She lives and works 

in Alexandria. For more 
information about King 
Street Cats, go to www.

kingstreetcats.org.

OCTOBER 3

GARDEN SPA WORKSHOP Gar-
dening has many mental and physical 
health benefits. Attend a workshop 
that shows how to turn the bounty of a 
garden into small, well-deserved indul-
gences. Explore common garden herbs 
that refresh, relax, invigorate and in-
toxicate. Instructor Mellenie Runion is 
the creator of Del Ray-based skin care 
company Truly-Life. Participants will 
gain a basic understanding of what it 
takes to use garden herbs for everyday 
skin care. 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 
Location: River Farm, 7931 E. Boule-
vard Drive 
Information: https://bit.ly/3k9Zc9f

OCTOBER 4

PASSIONATELY PETS' 13TH 
BIRTHDAY PAWTY In recognition 
of 13 years providing excellence in 
pet care, Passinately Pets is throwing 
a pawty and everybody is invited. This 
free celebration will provide outdoor 
fun for the whole family. There will be 
a a Pup-Up Market featuring PawsGo, 
Dingus Designs, Passionately Pets and 
others. There will be a pet costume 
contest to kick off October Halloween 
festivities, with prizes from local busi-
nesses. Project Second Chance will be 
in attendance with some adoptable 
dogs. Masks are required and social 
distancing is encouraged. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Location: Del Ray Psych and Wellness 
Parking Lot, 1900 Mt. Vernon Ave. 
Information: https://bit.ly/3j3Mhpj

OCTOBER 8

THE ELECTION OF 1800 LEC-
TURE On any short list of pivotal 
moments in American history, the 
election of 1800 will always have a 
central place. Adding to its appeal, this 
election involved larger-than-life figures 
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Aaron 
Burr and Alexander Hamilton. Join Dr. 
Peter Henriques, professor of history 
emeritus at George Mason University, 
for a Zoom lecture on what can be 
called America's first modern political 
campaign and learn of the surprising 
parallels with the current election. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
GadsbysTavern

OCTOBER 15

SENIOR SERVICES OF ALEX-
ANDRIA’S ALL OKTOBEREST 
FUNDRAISER Senior Services of Al-
exandria’s 9th annual Oktoberfest fund-
raiser to support its many programs, 
including Meals on Wheels, will take 
place virtually in partnership with Port 
City Brewing Company.  Individual tick-
ets are $50 each and include a sam-
pler pack of Port City’s award-winning 
beers and soft pretzels. This fun event 
will also feature a “virtual” tour of Port 

City, Oktoberfest music and festivities 
as well a prize for the best authentic 
Oktoberfest costume. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: www.seniorservicesalex.org

OCTOBER 18

“MOMENTS IN TIME … A VERY 
WEIRD TIME” ART EXHIBIT This is 
a time like no other. This exhibition both 
chronicles this particular moment in 
time and surprises viewers with unique 
and unexpected perspectives. Fifty-two 
works will be featured in this exhibition 
representing the full gamut of how the 
global coronavirus pandemic and social 
distancing have affected artists partici-
pating in the show. 
Time: Thursday through Sunday, noon 
to 4 p.m. 
Location: The Athenaeum, 201 
Prince St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org

OCTOBER 23

GRIEF AND GHOST TOURS Cele-
brate Halloween with a look at Victorian 
mourning traditions combined with 
stories of tragic deaths and mysterious 
encounters at the Lee-Fendall House. 
Learn more about the rituals and cus-
toms surrounding death in the Victorian 
period including funeral practices, hair 
jewelry, mourning clothing and séances. 
These tours offer a rare opportunity to 
see the house after dark. Tours will run 
on Oct. 23, 24, 30 and 31. 
Time: 7 to 9:45 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

OCTOBER 24

HERBAL TEA TASTING AND 
BLENDING WORKSHOP Most people 
think of herbal teas as a simple soothing 
beverage, but if made properly, herbal 
teas can be potent tools for healing and 
maintaining health. In this workshop, 
conducted in the format of a wine tast-
ing, participants will have the opportunity 
to taste six different medicinal-strength 
herbal teas. The registration fee includes 
six herbal teas to taste during the class, 
all of which are caffeine-free, as well as 
educational materials and a bag of herb-
al tea to take home. 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 
Location: River Farm, 7931 E. Boule-
vard Drive 
Information: https://bit.ly/3klDa3F

BLACK CATS AND GHOST TAILS 
AT MOUNT PURRNON Prepare for 
fall by cuddling with some black cats 
and hearing some spooky stories. 
Share a story or just come listen. The 
cats will be here to keep make sure 
no one gets too scared. This event fea-
tures Mount Vernon ghost stories from 
Martha Washington, herself. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: 109 S. Alfred St. 
Information: https://www.mtpurrnon-
catcafe.com/

CALENDAR

EDITOR'S NOTE:
The Times encourages residents to continue to follow Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s “Safer at Home” guidance, to maintain physical distance 
from others and to wear masks in public.

PETS
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BY MARY G. PEPITONE

As the weather gets cold-
er, the use of the backyard 
patio is heating up. Home-
owners who want to create 
an entertaining space out-
side – even into the winter – 
love the patio's appeal. 

Although summertime is 
prime patio-time, a patio can 
be more than a fair-weather 
friend to those who want to 
entertain during the corona-
virus pandemic, according 
to Emily McGee, spokesper-
son for the Hearth, Patio and 
Barbecue Association, based 
in Arlington.

“Anecdotally, at the 
HPBA, we have been seeing 
home trends showing peo-
ple were increasingly using 
outdoor living areas prior to 
the coronavirus outbreak,” 
McGee said. “The pandemic 
has only accelerated people’s 
interest in being able to en-
tertain outside, due to open 
air and physical distancing 
guidelines.”

A patio is an outside con-

crete or paved area usually 
located in a home's back-
yard. While wooden decks 
tend to feel more like an 
extension of a house, a pa-
tio integrates more with 
the landscape, because it is 
poured or paved onto the 
ground itself. Custom-built 
patios have evolved from 
mere concrete slabs into so-
phisticated outdoor rooms 
that really cook, with out-
door kitchens and fireplaces.

Creating an outdoor oasis 
on the patio extends the en-
tertaining season into colder 
weather. 

“An outdoor kitchen, fire-
place and outdoor furniture 
are amenities on a patio that 
make you want to spend time 
there,” McGee said. “And, 
manufacturers are always 
creating more products that 
make it easier to create an 
outdoor family room.”

Concrete is still one of the 
most popular materials used 
to construct a patio. How-
ever, the iconic, gray square 
slab of the 1950s has evolved 

into a concrete patio with 
decorative stamping and 
staining. Before pouring con-
crete or laying stone or brick, 
make sure you're working 
with competent contractors 
who have experience install-
ing patios. After the design 
is drawn, the site needs to 
be prepared so that the patio 
slopes away from the house 
and drains properly. 

A patio should be built 
with outside-rated bricks, 
tiles and pavers because these 
materials have less than a 3% 
water absorption rate, which 
means they won't crumble 
during numerous freeze-thaw 
cycles in colder climates. In 
addition to using outside-rat-
ed materials, it's important 
to use waterproofing mem-
branes, especially if materials 
are bonded to concrete.

Before a patio pour, make 
sure you have a permit, if re-
quired, and a detailed plan for 
where to build or place out-
door features, McGee said.

Patio appeal

HOMES 

Indus Imports offers 
fine imports including 

spectacular rugs.

Rug cleaning & 
repairs undertaken 

with great care.

1223 King St. • Alexandria, VA 22314
 703-349-1115 • rais@indus-imports.com

• The only rug pad with  
a pet moisture barrier
• Green Label plus 
certified
• Sustainable & 100% 
recyclable
• Non-toxic, non-allergy 
and no odors
• Pick-up & delivery

Eco Premium Rug 
Pads available: 

Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning PHOTO/HEARTH, PATIO AND BARBECUE ASSOCIATION

An outdoor fireplace is a natural way to create a warm space for gathering or entertaining on a patio 
during the winter months.

SEE PATIO APPEAL | 15
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“The design of a home pa-
tio depends on the space and 
how it will be used,” McGee 
said. “When planning for a 
patio, the first step is to not 
be overeager and buy the pa-
tio furniture first.”

Fire and ice
Outdoor fire features are a 

growing segment of fireplace 
installations and a natural 
way to create a warm space 
for gathering or entertaining 
on a patio.

A patio’s design can be 
metaphorically set ablaze 
with a fireplace’s flames ig-
nited either through wood 
or gas. With enough plan-
ning, a fireplace can be lo-
cated nearly anywhere, but 
before becoming consumed 
with an inferno of ideas, it's 

best to involve a profession-
al installer certified by the 
National Fireplace Institute.

No matter where a fire-
place is located outside, ex-
pect it to bring an elemental 
experience to your patio. 

“I think being drawn to a 
fire is primal,” McGee said. 
“There can be snow falling, 
but you can still be warmed 
by a fire.”

Today's gas-burning fire-
places are made to look beauti-
ful with or without the flames 
dancing, whether it's turned 
on or off. A dramatic log set 
can be arranged in a vertical 
bonfire or flames can emerge 
from fire-safe rocks or colored 
crystals to emulate an Eastern 
design influence. 

A brisk barbecue
For many who enter-

tain, “eating out” can mean 

walking into their backyard 
outdoor kitchen. The cen-
terpiece for any outdoor 
cooking is the grill, but there 
are many kinds available for 
different types of cookery: 
smoker, pizza oven, Argen-
tinian-style Gaucho grill or 
Japanese-inspired Kamado 
ceramic grill.

“Many people ‘winter-cue’ 
all season long,” McGee said. 
“If a homeowner barbecues 
and smokes year-round, it can 
be more important to have an 
outdoor kitchen setup with 
countertop space to handle 
hot, smoked meats coming off 
the grill.”

Any appliances, coun-
tertops or cabinetry in an 
outdoor kitchen must also 
stand up to both steaming 
and/or freezing tempera-
tures. Be certain that any 
appliance installed out-

doors is manufactured for 
outside usage and marked 
with a UL seal approving it 
for outdoor use.

Fixed overhead structures 
or pergolas are also popular 
on a patio and give a sense 
of an outside room by creat-
ing atmosphere, privacy and 
protection from the outdoor 
elements. Outfitted with a 
big screen television, this 
space can be a place where 
people bring their entertain-
ing A-game.

Sit a (cold) spell
Patio furniture featuring 

chairs, tables, chaise loung-
es, outdoor sofas and um-
brellas can come in a variety 
of materials, ranging from 
metal and wood to rattan and 
resin. 

If entertaining outside is 
part of a homeowner’s holi-

day plan, furniture can also 
bring the heat. 

“There are any number 
of fire-pit tables and patio 
heaters that will keep the 
chill out of the air,” McGee 
said. “If you have a gas fire 
pit, special accommodations 
will need to be made in the 
planning phase of your patio 
construction and make sure 
you follow manufacturer's 
guidelines when it comes to 
setting up patio heaters.”

McGee says it's good to 
have a furniture layout of 
the patio before purchasing 
anything. 

“Entertaining on the pa-
tio doesn't need to be high-
tech,” she said. “You can en-
courage people to bring their 
own lawn chair and blanket, 
because with a fire going and 
food on the patio, you can be 
cozy outside, too.”

Find contemporary design, 
first-class amenities, premi-
um appliances and more at 
518 Canterbury Lane. Located 
just off North Quaker Lane, 
this home offers easy access to 
restaurants and entertainment 
in Old Town, and the Bradlee 
and Farlington shopping cen-
ters are also just down the road.

Perched atop the hill at 
the end of the lane, this home 
overlooks the neighborhood. 
Blue Flagstone steps lead to a 
classically constructed porti-
co at the home’s entrance.

Inside, a stylish yet sensible 
floor plan with gray and white 
finishes produces a bright liv-
ing space. An exposed beam, 
crown molding and wainscot-
ing create depth, while hard-
wood floors and a gas fireplace 

add charm and warmth. 
In the kitchen, find quartz 

countertops, stainless steel 
Thermador appliances and 
two islands – one with a water-
fall edge and seating for three, 
the other housing a wine 
cooler and beverage fridge. A 
subway tile backsplash and 
brushed nickel hardware add 
texture and dimension.

Through French doors 

from the dining area, a veran-
da extends the indoor living 
space into a comfortable out-
door setting with ample seat-
ing. A large yard surrounds 
this area and beyond.

Back inside, there are two 
upper level bedrooms, a full 
bath and the master suite. 
A pocket door separates the 
suite from the walk-in closet 
and master bath with dou-

ble sinks, a glass enclosed 
shower and separate water 
closet. All bathrooms and the 
powder room feature marble 
flooring, modern lighting and 
espresso vanities.

On the lower level, relax 
and entertain in the second 
family room with a wood 
burning fireplace, a brick sur-
round and built-in shelving 
at the far end, plus a wet bar 
and mini fridge tucked into 
the wall on the other. There 
are two lower level bedrooms. 
The laundry area features new 
Maytag appliances and the 
utility room leading to the ga-
rage is great storage space.

Tune in to the live virtu-
al open house this Saturday 
at 2:30 p.m. on the LizLuke 
Team’s Facebook Live page.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Fall evenings by the firepit at 518 Canterbury Lane
Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 

Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 
703-684-7702 

Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Address: 518 Canterbury Lane

Price: $1,450,000

Beds: 5

Baths: 3.5

Year built: 1967

Lot size: 0.47 acre

Home size: 3,416 square feet

Advertised subdivision: 

Malvern Hills

Contact:

Elizabeth Lucchesi

LizLuke Team of Long & Foster

703-868-5676

Lizluke.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 

PHOTOS/ BTW IMAGES
Left: Curl up by the cozy fireplace.
Right: The intimate outdoor space is perfect for fall nights.

PATIO APPEAL FROM | 14
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came a member of Torpedo 
Factory Arts Center and start-
ed showing my work here.”

Proudkii joined the Tor-
pedo Factory in 2013 and has 
had a studio there ever since.

Whether he’s snapping 
shots in Greece, Cuba, India 
or D.C., Proudkii’s work is 
defined by the humanity at 
the center of the frame. He 
considers himself a street 
photographer, and the im-
ages he captures are as 
candid and lived-in as that 
would imply.

“Essentially, what’s inter-

esting to me is daily life, peo-
ple interacting. I would al-
ways like to have humans in 
my pictures,” Proudkii said.

One photo that hangs in 
Proudkii’s Torpedo Factory 
studio depicts a man sitting 
portside on the island of Cor-
fu in Greece. While wander-
ing around town, Proudkii 
stumbled on the man, taking 
a smoke break outside his 
seaside shack, and asked him 
if he could take a few pictures. 
The man didn’t seem to mind, 
so Proudkii got to work.

“He kept doing what he 
was doing, and I just walked 
around and just captured the 

feeling of what the guy expe-
rienced,” Proudkii said.

Wherever he is, Proudkii 
walks the streets, observing 
and documenting life and 
human stories through his 
imagery. 

“The expression is … im-
portant because that’s how 
[people] react to what’s going 
on around them,” Proudkii 
said. “I like to have that be a 
part of my picture because it 
essentially helps me to tell a 
story to the viewers.”

What’s going on around 
his subjects is equally import-
ant, and Proudkii often uses 
rain or snow in his work to 

create “a moody picture,” 
Proudkii said. He is interest-
ed in the way weather bears 
down on people, how mist 
shrouds a figure, how rain 
forces people to run for cover.

“The weather elements 
create a different feel, intro-
duces different feelings into 
the window,” Proudkii said. 
“People look different. Some 
people, it brings emotion to 
their faces too when they 
look into a rainy window.”

Whatever draws Proud-
kii’s gaze, he knows he only 
has one shot to capture it. 
Every photo represents a 
moment, one that has nev-

er existed before or since 
that photo was taken. The 
moment-to-moment rush to 
capture the perfect image 
was a driving force in Proud-
kii’s process early on, but he 
has since developed a more 
patient, selective approach, 
he said.

Proudkii has also em-
braced the reflective nature 
of his work, something that 
most people are not used to 
in professions that require 
them to think in terms of the 
next task. For Proudkii, the 
past is part of the profession.

“You look back and you 
relive those moments and 
you’re lucky to be able to cap-
ture that slice of that time 
and revisit it in your memo-
ries,” Proudkii said. “It brings 
you those emotions again.”

Every photo is an oppor-
tunity for Proudkii to share 
those memories, and the 
human stories behind them, 
with his viewers and create 
an image that is worth much 
more than just 1,000 words.

“[Photography] is just my 
life. It’s part of who I am, how 
I see things,” Proudkii said. 
“It’s the meaning of why I’m 
here, just that I’m able to 
tell the story to other people 
and share those emotions 
through this medium.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

CITY CREATIVES: VAL PROUDKII

PHOTOS/VAL PROUDKII
Left: A man sits portside on the island of Corfu in Greece.
Right: Oftentimes, Proudkii will find new meaning in his photographs days, weeks or months later.

PHOTO/VAL PROUDKII
The weather plays a big part in Proudkii's photos. He is fascinated by the way that 
rains distorts images and creates an immediately different kind of mood.

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Proudkii in his Torpedo Factory studio.

PROUDKII FROM | 11
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Weekly Words

MONEY CHANGING by Leonard Williams, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1. Hard to manage
7. Wood used in yachts
12. Honolulu locale
16. Political commentator Navarro
19. City southwest of Chicago
20. Egyptian peninsula
21. Morbid Greek personification
23. *Completely wasted (Iraqi dinar)
25. *Pool for a robin (Thai baht)
26. Clip-___ (some sunglasses)
27. Geological unit of time
28. Nutritional initialism
30. Arroz con ___
31. *Range rover? (Albanian lek)
37. Doo-___ music
40. 2019 Super Bowl
41. Preview video
42. Exuberant Spanish cry
46. Disney park in Florida
49. Consume
50. "So relaxing!"
53. *Uncaring response (South 

African rand)
56. It may be smoked
58. Forwards
59. Adverb on a tourist map
60. Professor, to a student
61. Three, at a casino
62. Edgy lead-in
65. *Prepare to get photographed 

(Mexican peso)
68. Stay in a tent
72. Java neighbor
73. *Pasta sauce base (Indian 

rupee)
77. Rejections
78. Event featuring 43-Down
82. Screen name
83. Fish with a largemouth variety
85. Hosts, as a guest
88. Play very loudly
89. *Untrustworthy sort (Omani 

rial)
92. Jr., to a Sr.
93. "Dios ___!"
95. Online admin
96. Command that doesn't get 

soldiers' attention?
97. Railway needs
100. Food thickener
102. Stark father in "Game of 

Thrones"
103. *Unparalleled grouping 

(South Korean won)
109. It may determine one's grade
110. Cute doggie
111. Sedona or Sportage
112. "OMG, I've heard enough!"
115. With 118-Across, often-criti-

cized move by a central bank 
... and a hint to the starred 
answers' last words

118. See 115-Across
123. Work boot feature
124. Gradually destroy
125. Certain digital payment
126. Danson in "The Good Place"
127. Cuts, as a trunk
128. Razor sharpener
129. Hybrid utensils

DOWN
1. Prom hairstyle, perhaps
2. Sign gas
3. They go across
4. Large tea dispenser
5. About four cups
6. Popular web portal
7. Drug that's dropped
8. Breath of fresh ___
9. Protein synthesis molecule
10. Capital near the Great Sphinx
11. One celebrating Holi
12. Where to play the ponies 

(Abbr.)
13. Tuna type
14. Plucky person?
15. Incomplete
16. In any way
17. Unacceptable
18. Kilauea powder
22. More adept
24. Ltr. attachment
29. Kind of farm with gel

32. Capital of Ukraine
33. "Holy smokes!"
34. Book before Nahum
35. ___ Vogue
36. Reno Aces' league, aptly
37. Trousers measure
38. Takeout request
39. Inclined
43. Speedway vehicles
44. "Dynamite" K-pop group
45. Many years ___
47. Dedicated poems
48. Fruity pastries
50. Prefix for biography
51. Hubbubs
52. Tortoise's competitor
54. Like some mobile purchases
55. Old episode
56. One may have metal teeth
57. Conditionally free
60. Encountered
63. Singer Rawls
64. Engine supercharger
66. Humble texting abbreviation
67. Organic cereal brand
69. Working steadily
70. Online admin
71. Zoom alternative
73. Margarine containers
74. Norway's largest city
75. Like much gossip
76. Cable sports award

79. Like herons and hornbills
80. Desist's partner
81. Blew it
84. Sontag or Sarandon
86. "13th" director DuVernay
87. Tennis match component
89. Pepsi's archrival, informally
90. Theater box
91. Body wrap venues
93. Reddish purple
94. Post-ER stop
97. ___ Haute
98. Frays
99. Soak (up)
101. Streaming device choice
103. Neither right nor obtuse
104. Enticed
105. Stews in anger
106. Motion pictures?
107. Beguiling tricks
108. Org. co-founded by Du Bois
112. Rank
113. Ridicule
114. Signs, slangily
115. Wis. winter setting
116. Farm ruminant
117. "Owner of a Lonely Heart" 

band
119. Negative conjunction
120. Wedding words
121. Focus of some rallies
122. However, briefly

MARCIA E. BRANICK (96), of Alexandria, Sept. 18, 2020

WINIFRED P. BUTLER (75), formerly of Alexandria, Sept. 

24, 2020

WILLIAM COLE (80), formerly of Alexandria, Sept. 20, 2020

JEANNE FOWLER (94), formerly of Alexandria, Sept. 23, 2020

FRANCES HINKLE (93), of Alexandria, Sept. 21, 2020

KATHERINE NINDE (51), of Alexandria, Sept. 13, 2020

GRACE SHAMBLIN (94), of Alexandria, Sept. 22, 2020

DEATH NOTICES
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To the editor: 
Recently the Alexandria Housing De-

velopment Corporation, on whose board sit 
some of the major developers in Northern 
Virginia, proposed demolishing two homes 
on Seminary Road, just east of the firehouse, 
to create a parcel on which to build a 40-unit 
apartment building and 15 townhouses, and 
sought a $250,000 forgivable loan from city 
coffers for the project.

The site chosen is a difficult one that 
falls off in a deep swale behind the proper-
ties and is carried on maps as a headwaters 
of Lucky Run. Since the properties involved 
are within the boundaries of Seminary Hill, 
the civic association asked City Council to 
suspend giving the loan until some vital 
questions could be asked of city staff and 
it agreed.

The problem is that if the project ultimate-
ly is seen to be not feasible, the loan ironically 
enough becomes a gift to AHDC. The director 
of Transportation & Environmental Services 
has assured that “a high level review” shows 
that there are no “show stoppers.” There is no 
indication that staff from Planning and Zon-
ing or other pertinent city offices have taken 
into consideration issues that may indeed be 
“show stoppers.”

In 2006, the owner of one of the par-
cels involved proposed subdividing his lot 
and submitted a concept development site 
plan to the city that would have built out 

at roughly a quarter the size of the current 
proposal. It was met not by a “high level 
review” but a six-page document requiring 
the owner to undertake a range of prelim-
inary activities in advance of any further 
city consideration.

The requirements included a topo-
graphical report, a report on marine clay by 
a geotechnical professional, a report on ex-
isting easements, a report by a professional 
storm water management designer and an 
archeological evaluation done by an arche-
ological consultant. The report suggests 
staff skepticism of the viability of this site 
for development.

The AHDC has not done any of these 
studies. If such was required of a single land-
owner, who was discouraged by city require-
ments from going further, why is AHDC ex-
empt?

Why should Alexandria taxpayers be on 
the hook for a quarter of a million dollars 
because AHDC has not exercised due dili-
gence? That is just plain bad practice.

It should be clear to Alexandria resi-
dents and officials that AHDC should con-
duct studies similar to those mandated 
in the 2006 city staff report before being 
handed a loan that would be automatically 
forgiven should the site ultimately be de-
termined unsuitable.

-Jack Sullivan, 
Alexandria

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas JeffersonNecessity is the mother of invention. Never has that old 

saying been truer than this year. 
The coronavirus pandemic had been brewing for two 

months, but it struck suddenly in this region in March. Peo-
ple began getting sick, first a few, gradually many. Virginia 
Gov. Ralph Northam ordered a shutdown of all non-essential 
businesses, including restaurants and bars, on St. Patrick’s 
Day. The economy quickly cratered, both in the common-
wealth and nationwide.

While Alexandria Times reporter Cody Mello-Klein has 
been writing a series of profiles of city artists, titled “City 
Creatives” – check out his latest piece on page 11 – the la-
bel of “City Creatives” is also fitting for the city’s business 
community, which has used ingenuity to survive in 2020.

Creativity has abounded as Alexandria’s local govern-
ment partnered with Visit Alexandria, the Small Business 
Development Center, the Alexandria Economic Development 
Partnership, the Chamber of Commerce and local businesses 
on numerous initiatives.

Three words have formed the trinity of Alexandria’s eco-
nomic survival: takeout, virtual and outdoors. 

Everything that could be sold without patrons having 
to go inside a business has been. Grocery and retail stores 
and farmer’s markets have taken online or phone orders 
and carried products out to cars. Restaurants immediately 
launched into takeout-only mode, with some adding new 
offerings such as family sized meals and retail products.

Organizers of several big annual events, such as Art on 
the Avenue in Del Ray and the Alexandria Film Festival, 
have engineered appealing online offerings. Meetings of 
the city’s various boards and commissions went virtual, 
but have continued. Classes and worship services have 
been offered online.

And everything that possibly could be held outdoors has 
been. The city partnered with restaurants to allow expand-
ed outdoor seating on sidewalks and even into the street. 
Worship services have been held on lawns and in cemeteries. 
Exercise classes have moved outside.

Many of these creative changes appear to be here to stay. 
Certainly, more virtual working seems to be a given moving 
forward in many industries. Expanded outdoor dining has 
been delightful during spring, summer and fall – though it 
will be less so this winter.

The version of the pedestrian plaza that was created in 
the 100 block of King Street may be here to stay – though 
residents should have a say at a public hearing.

We were opposed to an expanded version of the pedes-
trian plaza that was proposed pre-COVID-19, which would 
have closed cross streets and stretched from the water-
front through the 200 block of King Street. But what’s 
been implemented to date is terrific: expanded dining on 
sidewalks and into the street in just one block, with no 
cross streets closed and room for emergency vehicles in 
the middle of the closed street.

During tough times, imaginative people innovate. On top 
of many other positive features, Alexandria is blessed to be 
a city of creatives.

Alexandria ingenuity

Developers should have to play by the rules

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not reflect the 
views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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To the editor: 
I was sorry to read that the 

most recent Board of Architectur-
al Review meeting regarding the 
proposed redevelopment of the 
Heritage Old Town site became con-
tentious. But I was even more sorry 
to see that this proposal even made 
it to a BAR review.

Alexandria is the most densely 
populated city in the state of Vir-

ginia. Tearing down 244 units and 
replacing them with 777 units is 
a non-starter. Too big, too much. 
I give the BAR members credit for 
not standing up and walking out. I 
hope something happens to thwart 
the plans for the site – but looking 
around the rest of Old Town, I am 
not hopeful.

-Twig Murray,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
The arrest of a legislative aide to 

Vice Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Parker 
should be a matter of serious concern. 
While youthful exuberance is entitled 
to some deference, that will not suf-
fice to excuse this action by the aide.

If you are mature enough to hold 
such a position, you should realize 
that responsibility goes with the 
job. Assaulting a police officer is 
not a protected right nor is it sim-
ply demonstrating one’s position. It 
is a crime.

Cassidy Ketchem should have real-
ized that her actions reflect, this time 
badly, on Alexandria and its citizens. 

The more serious matter is, how-
ever, Bennett-Parker’s failure to 
reprimand her aide and to reflect in 
her public statement that she recog-
nizes, in some fashion, the serious-
ness of the situation. Her statement 
on the matter utterly fails to indi-
cate that she has taken the matter 
seriously.

One would hope, but I have little 
faith, that Bennett-Parker has dis-
cussed the matter with the Alexandria 
Police Department. I am certain they 
are aware of the matter and of her in-
adequate public reaction.

-David A. Norcross, 
Alexandria

To the editor: 
Sept. 17 was Constitution Day. 

Reviewing our numerous amend-
ments to the Constitution, we need 
to take pride in citizens’ groups 
which have committed themselves to 
reform movements that extend our 
fundamental democratic rights to all 
Americans. Through the passage of 
amendments, Americans have abol-
ished slavery, expanded access to 
citizenship, granted voting rights re-
gardless of race or gender and more. 

In 2020, our right to equal repre-
sentation, a critical element of our 
democracy, is challenged by the cor-
rosive impact of money from special 
interests in our elections, a phenom-
enon unleashed by the 2010 Supreme 
Court ruling “Citizens United.”

The Alexandria City Council rec-
ognized this challenge to our democ-
racy and on Sept. 10, 2013 passed a 
resolution calling for a constitutional 
amendment to reverse Citizens Unit-
ed. The resolution stated that this 

ruling “presents a serious and direct 
threat to our nation’s republican de-
mocracy, while standing in direct 
contrast to our local Alexandria com-
mitment to good government, civic 
and civil discourse and broad partici-
pation in local decision-making.”

Their views are supported by 75% 
of all Americans, whether Democrat 
or Republican, according to American 
Promise. We need a return to reason-
able regulation of election spending. 
Let’s ask our legislators, both in Rich-
mond and in Congress, to actively 
support an amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution which would allow Con-
gress and the states to regulate and set 
reasonable limits on the raising and 
spending of money to influence elec-
tions. Let’s celebrate our Constitution 
as a vehicle for change while, like the 
suffragists who pushed for the 19th 
Amendment, we dedicate ourselves to 
a government, for, and by, the people.

-Nancy Morgan,
Alexandria

Heritage proposal is too big

Bennett-Parker’s inadequate reaction

A shout out for citizen activism

The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

Gold standard collaboration
While we wince at the scorched-

earth chaos at the national level, 
there’s a contrasting sense of civil-
ity, collaboration and productivity 
in Northern Virginia and in our own 
community.

The Northern Virginia Economic 
Alliance, a joint effort by 10 juris-
dictions to work across borders on 
business recruitment and marketing 
efforts, is celebrating its first anni-
versary. This collaboration grew out 
of the success of four 
Northern Virginia ju-
risdictions who worked 
together to win the Am-
azon HQ2 bid.

The concept of high-
lighting the region’s 
collective assets quickly 
adapted to coordinated 
efforts to weather the im-
pact of the coronavirus 
pandemic on the region’s 
businesses. The alliance 
enabled a more agile ap-
proach for participating jurisdictions 
to connect their businesses to resourc-
es, information and both national and 
local loan and grant programs. As for 
many of us, the alliance’s emphasis is 
now pivoting to focus on recovery and 
resilience processes.

The Alexandria community has 
long established itself as one of the 
foremost examples of collaboration 
and coordination of efforts. Collegiali-
ty is the hallmark of Alexandria’s eco-
nomic development, small business, 
tourism, chamber of commerce, city 
government as well as business, non-
profit and civic associations. Our focus 
is not on who gets credit but instead, 
on sustaining a supportive ecosystem 
where businesses can thrive.

The severe impacts of this pan-
demic have necessitated all of us 
jumping into action, assessing what 
drastic steps need to be taken and 
working together to not only mitigate 
the challenges that seem to esca-
late daily, but also to implement ap-
proaches adapted to the new normal.

Alexandria’s leadership and busi-
ness community have been at the 
forefront of responsive action. Some 

of the most obvious examples can be 
seen in the thriving outdoor dining 
scene on King Street, where long-
standing right of way policies had to 
be quickly and drastically adapted. 

Business and economic develop-
ment organizations have carefully 
coordinated information and outreach 
efforts so that individual business 
owners struggling with uncertainty 
and severe economic losses get the 
latest information, learn about assis-

tance efforts and receive 
pointers on adapting 
their businesses to new 
realities. 

One of the realities 
that is becoming clear-
er is that the new nor-
mal is not a phase, and 
that social and business 
practices have like-
ly been permanently 
changed. To succeed, 
businesses must make 
adjustments, and many 

community organizations are work-
ing together to help that happen.

The network of small business 
development centers throughout 
Virginia is pooling statewide small 
business expertise to answer com-
plex questions. The SBDC network 
has established a Business Recovery 
site with timely guidance for busi-
ness revival.

And it’s not just organizations 
that are working together. Business-
es themselves are demonstrating 
unprecedented levels of collegiality 
by helping one another and passing 
along tips they’ve learned or sources 
they’ve uncovered. 

The pandemic has necessitated 
many reassessments of the way we 
used to do things, and it’s become es-
sential to make quick adjustments on 
the fly. Our region and community 
are far ahead of others because we’ve 
practiced collaboration and know 
how to bring out the best in one an-
other. We are all in this together.

The writer is executive director of 
the Alexandria Small Business Devel-
opment Center. 

BILL  
REAGAN
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To the editor: 
Nathan Macek, volunteer chair 

of the Alexandria Planning Com-
mission, is also director of proj-
ect development and finance and 
a senior vice president of WSP, a 
large engineering firm that has 
been working closely with the city 
and the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority on the Po-
tomac Yard Metro Station Alter-
native B project. 

As director of project develop-
ment and finance for WSP, Macek 
“has conducted cash flow mod-
eling and uncertainty analyses 
of capital and operating funding 
for more than three dozen trans-
portation projects, applying in-
novative financing approaches to 
address the budgetary challenges 
faced by public agencies,” accord-
ing to the WSP website. 

Macek publicly testified in 
favor of Alternative B at the Vir-
ginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality hearing at the 

Durant Center on July 16, 2019, 
right alongside Paul Smedberg, 
WMATA board chair. Alexandria 
Mayor Justin Wilson, City Man-
ager Mark Jinks, former Mayor 
Kerry Donley and others also 
spoke in favor of the project at 
the meeting.

Macek’s dual roles – as a senior 
vice president at the firm that has 
been assisting the city and Metro 
for the past 10 years “with ongo-
ing financial analysis consult-
ing” and other services to secure 
funding for the new station, and 
chair of the Alexandria Planning 
Commission – is a clear conflict of 
interest.

Why are conflicts of interest, 
such as this obvious case, tolerat-
ed in Alexandria? No financial ad-
vantage, either direct or indirect, 
should be allowed by people serv-
ing on public trust boards.

-C. Dara, Hal Hardaway, 
Jimm Roberts,

Alexandria 

Still awaiting ethics reform The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

No reason to panic, every reason to plan
While we’re still learning about 

COVID-19, commonly called corona-
virus, its potential impacts are dom-
inating the media. When we see the 
effects overseas and outbreaks in the 
United States, we have good reason 
to become concerned about what will 
happen locally. 

We’re being told that the best 
preventive measures for now are 
all the things you’re supposed to 
do to avoid the common flu – wash 
hands frequently, cover 
coughs and stay home 
as soon as you begin to 
feel bad. Staying away 
from crowds is proba-
bly not a bad idea but is 
likely overkill until we 
know more about con-
tagious cases nearer 
our region.

Businesses most dis-
rupted are those dependent on China 
for production, and the ripple effects 
will increasingly affect our daily 
lives. “What do you mean there’s no 
Diet Coke?”

Obviously, if travel and gather-
ings are risky, hospitality businesses 
will suffer and the tourism industry 
has begun planning accordingly. 

At the White House press confer-
ence last week, the head of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control said it was a 
good time for businesses to dust off 
their pandemic preparedness plans, 
but let’s get real. Few small busi-
nesses have emergency plans on the 
shelf. Yes, we should all have them 
but those are often among the smart 
practices we’re perpetually hoping to 
get to next year.

There are, however, some real-
ly worthwhile things that business 
owners can start thinking about now 
that might help out if circumstances 
worsen locally – and, incidentally, 
these are smart preparations to un-
dertake at any time, so you’re not 
wasting effort.

The listing below is pulled from 
a variety of experts and reputable 
sites. To echo the comment of one of 
those experts, Patricia Frame, a hu-
man resources consultant frequently 

engaged by Alexandria SBDC, “There 
is no reason to panic. There is every 
reason to plan.”

First, owners should consider 
their business’s essential functions, 
and evaluate how those might be 
impacted by significant employee 
absences. Now is the time to cross-
train employees on one another’s 
responsibilities.

The next step is to evaluate lo-
gistics required for employees to 

work remotely, and those 
might require enhanced 
communications such as 
providing a phone and 
computer.

Owners need to re-
view their HR policies 
for possible changes to 
encourage employees to 
stay home if they’re not 
feeling well; paying em-

ployees during extended sick leave 
for themselves or sick/quarantined 
family members; or dealing with 
having to close for a temporary 
period. Perhaps you should estab-
lish special HR provisions just for 
COVID-19 circumstances.

Also important is identifying 
credible sources of information. 
You’re already hearing misinforma-
tion about con artists taking advan-
tage of the situation. Our local Health 
Department website is constantly 
updated with the most current and 
valid information and will also have 
links to other key sites. Go to: https://
www.alexandriava.gov/Health and 
search “coronavirus.”

Alexandria SBDC staff has ad-
vised businesses through similar 
circumstances in the past and will 
provide updates and suggestions as 
conditions develop. To review our tip 
sheet on how businesses can manage 
the coronavirus, see our website at 
alexandriasbdc.org.

Though much is still unknown, 
it makes sense for you to begin 
thinking and planning now.

The writer is executive director 
of the Alexandria Small Business 

Development Center.

BILL REAGAN

was public engagement for the 
upcoming Arlandria and Del Ray 
small area plan updates. Outreach 
for this effort has included mul-
tiple community meetings, open 
houses and pop-up events con-
ducted in Spanish and English. 
Meetings included childcare, to 
facilitate attendance by parents 
with young children, and tested 
new communications channels 
to inform the public, such as text 
messaging and Spanish-language 
news articles.

The city conducted a survey 
of residents in both languages, 
revealing that the priorities of 
Spanish-speaking survey re-
spondents differ in many re-
spects from those of the English 
speakers. The Del Ray Citizens 
Association also conducted a 
survey of its members and re-
ported the detailed comments 
offered by each survey respon-
dent, augmenting the outreach 
conducted by city staff.

Too often, the voices heard at 
city hall are older, less racially di-

verse, more affluent, more likely 
to be homeowners and less likely 
to have young children than the 
typical resident. As the successful 
Arlandria and Del Ray engagement 
demonstrates, the city has several 
tools that can broaden our reach. 
This level of public engagement 
isn’t possible with every planning 
effort, but demonstrates that we 
do have a template for doing it well.

Moving forward, I hope that 
civic associations, business groups 
and other community organiza-
tions will broaden their own reach 
to be as inclusive of the communi-
ties they represent as possible and 
continue to weigh in on issues of 
concern. City staff should continue 
to engage these groups, while also 
seeking feedback from groups and 
individuals heard less often.

We must actively work to solic-
it comments representative of our 
diverse community, and respect-
fully consider the viewpoints of 
all to make certain we’re making 
the best decisions for our commu-
nity as a whole.

-Nathan Macek, chair
Alexandria Planning Commission
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To the editor: 
I read with interest the opinion 

published in your last edition, entitled 
“Wrong Approach for Stream Resto-
ration.” Bashing Dave Rosgen’s natural 
stream design and restoration methods 
is a long-running scientific discussion 
and will not be resolved in the pages of 
this newspaper.

It is worth noting, however, that 
Rosgen’s methods apply to streams 
and rivers across the country and 
are not applicable only to “large or-
der streams and rivers, especially 
the kinds one finds in the Ameri-
can west.” This view is, in fact, one 
of the major misunderstandings of 
Rosgen’s method.

The Rosgen method has been ap-
plied to many streams in the east 
and west. Many successful natural 
stream designs have been complet-
ed in eastern states such as North 

Carolina, Maryland, Virginia, Flor-
ida, West Virginia and Minnesota. 
It is also worth noting that Rosgen’s 
methods have also been successfully 
applied to many headwater and small 
western streams and rivers which in 
size and character mirror many east-
ern streams. Every stream restoration 
and water quality improvement proj-
ect is different, but Rosgen’s natural 
stream design method is a valuable 
and widely applicable tool for stream 
restoration in large and small streams 
in the east and west.

Your readers need to know that 
the article you published last week 
is properly labeled as opinion. Many 
environmental professionals support, 
defend and utilize Rosgen’s natural 
stream design methods to improve 
stream function and aquatic health.

-Don Brady,
USEPA retired

To the editor: 
I want to thank the Alexandria 

Times for your coverage and edito-
rials highlighting our city’s admin-
istrative processes. I’ve found that 
content to be spot on, refreshing to 
read and frustrating to absorb.

As treasurer for the Alexandria 
Art Alliance, we, as a local non-prof-
it, have advocated during these pro-
cesses in the hopes that developers, 
current and future, will finally bring 
a better focus to Old Town history 
and culture through public art and 
enhancements and also promote 
that all public art commissions by 
private developments should be 
through local art calls only.

As we have enacted this new ad-
vocacy, it has been wholly revealed 
that our city government is not 
working for the Alexandria resident, 
but the Alexandria developer.

A recent Galena Capital Partners 
project that passed City Council – to 
be located at 116 S. Henry St. and 912, 
916, 920 King St. – was able to finesse 
its way through the entire process 
without any public art contributions 
and other wide-ranging and ev-
er-changing special permit requests.

Only after several public letters to 
the city did the developer “promise” 
an investment in the public art fund 
of nearly $30,000, or to implement 
public art into this project. To no 
one’s surprise, the implementation 
that was submitted is a pittance: A 
miniature wall mural designed in an 
alleyway at 912 King St., hidden to the 
public in an area meant for the private 
access to their residential entranc-
es with no other outlet. Designed to 
avoid $30,000, not to create public 
fulfilment it would seem.

Other egregious events we wit-
nessed included a June 3 BAR meet-
ing, docket #24, where a member of 
the board, who has organizational 

ties with the developer’s design firm, 
ended a fruitful and relevant debate 
on sidewalk safety with the help of 
the developer’s lawyer on an incor-
rect basis. That was finally and con-
veniently confirmed weeks later by 
the city’s Planning office.

Or on Sept. 1, docket #15, when 
the Planning Commission discussed 
potential traffic impairments from 
this project, with the members 
agreeing that the developers must 
“know what they’re doing” so there 
would be no need for traffic studies 
or further discussions.

Or how city representatives have 
continually lamented at every stage 
how long the process has taken for 
this project and that the develop-
ers deserve special treatment be-
cause of it, as if due diligence by our 
representatives was something to 
apologize for. Even more baffling 
is that this project area was unique 
in that it was city-owned, allowing 
certain requirements to be part of 
this project. A public-private part-
nership to create an amazing pub-
lic art enhancement was available 
here but was not even considered, 
especially during a political climate 
where they could have highlighted 
and bolstered the cultural history 
of Alexandria, focusing on our Af-
rican-American roots and ties, to 
name one of many worthy themes 
and goals. Besides profit per-
square-foot, what is the reasoning 
not to enrich this community?

The city and all developers 
should recognize how significant 
art and culture is to Old Town, be-
cause in this instance our represen-
tatives and Galena Capital Partners 
have failed, and the worst part is 
– that might have been their inten-
tion all along.

-Jason Longfellow,
treasurer, Alexandria Art Alliance

To the editor: 
I hope Alexandrians and our City 

Council will work together to reduce 
the total cost of the Douglas MacAr-
thur School rebuild project. 

Should taxpayers be prepared for 
a total cost of $99,590,000 with zero 
land acquisition costs? 

Recently, the Alexandria School 
Board requested and received approv-
al from City Council a 10% pre-con-
struction increase in the budget. Al-
exandria City Public Schools’ press 
release states that the 10% did not in-
clude photovoltaic panels required by 
code. These panels are estimated at 
an additional $1 million to $2 million, 
which brings the budget to $86.6M. 
With these levels of pre-construc-
tion overages is an additional 15% 
increase in costs during a multi-year 
building phase possible?  

Even with no additional overages, 
which is unlikely, MacArthur’s cost 
at $86.6 million is $23.8 million more 
than the Patrick Henry School, in-
cluding their new rec center, that was 
completed in 2019. Douglas MacAr-
thur’s per student seat cost would be 
$104,970.  Patrick Henry, the most re-
cent school rebuild, was the previous 
highest per student seat cost to date at 

$69,780.  Why is ACPS requiring an al-
most 50% increase to $104,970 per seat 
cost for Douglas MacArthur?

For further perspective, the costs 
on the most recent school rebuilds 
have been $44.7 million to $38.2 mil-
lion to $62.8 million now to $86.6. In 
2014, Jefferson Houston with 850 stu-
dents was built for $44.7 million and 
a $55,000 per student seat cost.  In 
2018, Ferdinand T. Day was built with 
650 students, but was a retrofit ver-
sus a rebuild, for $38.2 million. It had 
a $58,700 per student seat cost. 

ACPS is writing checks that Alex-
andria’s taxpayers will have to cover.  
What oversight can City Council, city 
staff and residents exercise to reduce 
and limit school construction costs?  
I also wonder whether the lack of 
school building and development ex-
perience on our current ACPS Board 
is a contributing factor in these esca-
lating costs? Is this a skill set Alexan-
dria should pursue and incorporate to 
some level into the next ACPS Board?

The numbers provided are an ap-
proximate basis of comparison. They 
are drawn from various sources and 
may have to be revised.

-Deborah Conlan,
Alexandria

Defending Rosgen’s design City prioritizes developers 
over residents

Construction oversight needed

The city and all developers should recognize 
how significant art and culture is to Old Town, 
because in this instance our representatives and 

Galena Capital Partners have failed, and the worst part 
is – that might have been their intention all along.”



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  OCTOBER 1, 2020 | 21 

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll

Denise Dunbar 
Publisher & Executive Editor 

ddunbar@alextimes.com 

Missy Schrott 
Editor 

mschrott@alextimes.com

Margaret Stevens  
Sales Director 

mstevens@alextimes.com

Patrice V. Culligan 
Publisher Emerita 

pculligan@alextimes.com

ALEXTIMES LLC 
Denise Dunbar 

Managing Partner

The Ariail family 
Suzanne Brock 

William Dunbar

HOW TO REACH US 
110 S. Pitt St. 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-739-0001 (main) 
703-739-0120 (fax) 
www.alextimes.com

ADVERTISING
Margaret Stevens 

mstevens@alextimes.com 

Marty DeVine 
mdevine@alextimes.com

Patrice V. Culligan 
pculligan@alextimes.com  

 
 
 

Tina Franco 
Office Administrator 

tfranco@alextimes.com

CONTRIBUTORS 
Mara Benner  

Alexa Epitropoulos 
Kim Gilliam   

Elizabeth Holm 
Sarah Liu 

Louise Krafft  
Jim McElhatton  
Dr. Vivek Sinha  
Jordan Wright

GRAPHIC DESIGN 

Lyvian Sieg 
graphics@alextimes.com

EDITORIAL
Cody Mello-Klein 

Reporter & Photographer 
cmelloklein@alextimes.com  

Lindsey Sullivan 
Intern 

lsullivan@alextimes.com

This Week 
What kind of guest would you like to see featured on the next 
episode of Speak Easy, the Alexandria Times podcast?

Last Week 
Do you support the scooter task force recommendation to 
extend the phase II pilot program?
71% No. 
22% Yes. 
7% I'm not sure. 

Part 2
BY JEN HUNTLEY WITH CASA 

CHIRILAGUA

Casa Chirilagua is a place 
where many bridges are 
built: Bridges connecting the 
past to the present, like in 
the case with our Teens Club 
students, and bridges con-
necting folks from different 
cultural and socio-economic 
backgrounds.  

One place where sever-
al bridges exist is in Casa’s 
Spanish-speaking adult 
program “Yo Hablo Inglés.” 
In these classes, volunteer 
teachers, many of whom 
live in or near Alexandria, 
help students learn and 
practice English. Liz Wang, 
Casa Chirilagua family and 
adults programs director, 
runs this class. 

There is a wide range 
of Latin American cultures 
among the participants of 
YHI. In particular, El Salva-
dor, Guatemala and Hondu-
ras are all well-represented 
in the Chirilagua neighbor-
hood, with some residents 
finding their ancestry in the 
indigenous communities of 
those countries.  

“Each culture has a differ-
ent approach to learning. We 
design lessons in the learn-
ing styles that students are 
used to,” Wang said. “In our 
community, we’ve learned 
that our neighbors absorb 
information best when it is 
presented visually or audi-
bly; not so much in writing. 
For example, we love kines-
thetic movement and doing 

things with our hands; dance 
is very important for us as a 
culture.”

Physical touch, living in 
close proximity and cheer-
ing on others are examples of 
how YHI students from these 
festive and family-oriented 
cultures interact with their 
peers in class. But what hap-
pens when cultures steeped 
in proximity and physical 
touch are forced to social 
distance? 

Bringing the YHI class 
to video calls during the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
been a new learning oppor-
tunity. According to Wang, 
it’s often difficult for stu-
dents to find quiet places 
for Zoom calls. But because 

these students are used to 
an “energetic environment” 
with lots of noise, they are 
still able to focus. 

Simple changes are sug-
gested to students to en-
hance virtual learning, such 
as sitting at a table instead 
of on the couch. There’s a 
give-and-take when building 
bridges between two cultures 
of teachers and students. 

In the past three years, 
YHI has become the fastest 
growing program at Casa. 
Since 2017, more than 120 
students have graduated 
with the help of more than 
30 volunteers. New friend-
ships have been formed be-
tween students and volun-
teers who probably would 

have not ever otherwise 
crossed paths.

Despite the pandem-
ic making it impossible to 
be together in person, the 
bonds formed through this 
program remain strong. The 
popularity of, and waitlist 
for, YHI continues to grow.

Out of the Attic is provided 
by the Office of Historic 
Alexandria. In honor of 

National Hispanic Heritage 
Month, which runs from Sept. 

15 to Oct. 15, this column 
highlights Casa Chirilagua, 

a long-standing pillar of 
the Arlandria community. 

For more information or to 
volunteer, please visit https://
casachirilagua.org/volunteer/

OUT OF THE ATTIC

An introduction to Casa Chirilagua

PHOTO/CASA CHIRILAGUA
The graduating class of YHI from 2017.

A) A business owner.
B) An artist.
C) A teacher.

D) A musician .
E) A city leader.

Chelsea West  
sales intern  

cwest@alextimes.com
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AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Double 
Hung Window $249* Installed 
w/Free Trim Wrap. Call 804-739-
8207. Siding, Roofing and More!

GENERAC Standby 
Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power outages. 
FREE 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!) Schedule your 
FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-844-947-1479  
Special financing for qualified 
customers.

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-866-854-7620 today to 
see how you can save $1,000 
on installation, or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/vapress 

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 

Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

WANTED TO BUY
Paying Cash Merchandise 
pre 1980s

Old toys, silver, records, 
antiques and collectables. If you 
have old items to sell Call Carl 
312-316-7553 or cdahlia@aol.
com. located Silver Spring, Md

ROOMMATE WANTED
Share Apartment w/prof. male. 
Adj. Rockville/Gaithersburg, 
N. Bethesda area. Serious 
Inqs. ONLY. 7 minutes walk to 
Red Line Metro (WASH GROVE 
MARC) $745/mo. Call: 410-
810-4454, Mr. Gray.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School 
Board will hold an online public 
hearing on its Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the 
Alexandria Police Department 
(APD) during its Virtual School 
Board Meeting on October 1 at 
4:00 p.m. 
The public review period for 
the current MOU is now open 
until its renewal on November 1, 
2020. The current MOU can be 
reviewed at: https://www.acps.
k12.va.us/apd-mou 
Public comments regarding the 
MOU may be submitted Septem-
ber 17- October 1, 2020 in the 
following ways: 
• Sign up to speak at the 10/1/20 
virtual public hearing (4:00 p.m.) 
at: https://www.acps.k12.va.us/
board/meetings 
• Complete the online survey/
feedback form at: 
• https://www.acps.k12.va.us/apd-
mou- survey 
• Email written comments to the 
Clerk of the Board at: boardclerk@
acps.k12.va.us 
• U.S. Mail: Clerk of the Board, 
Alexandria City School Board 
1340 Braddock Place Alexandria, 
VA 22314 
• Telephone message: 703-619-8316 
For more information, please contact 
the Clerk of the Board at 703-619-

8316 or at the email listed above. 

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold an online public hearing 
on the FY 2022-2031 Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) and 
FY 2022 Combined Funds (CF) 
Budgets during its Virtual School 
Board Meeting on October 1 at 
4:00 p.m.

Public comments regarding the 
CIP and CF Budgets may be sub-
mitted in the following ways:

• Sign up to speak at the October 1 
virtual public hearing (4:00 p.m.) at:
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/
board/meetings
• Email written comments to the 
Clerk of the Board at:
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us
• U.S. Mail:
Clerk of the Board, 
Alexandria City School Board 
1340 Braddock Place
Alexandria, VA 22314
• Telephone message: 703-619-8316

For more information, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board at 
703-619-8316 or at the email listed 
above.

PUBLIC NOTICE
A public hearing will be held by 
the Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC) beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 
27, 2020, to consider an appli-
cation submitted by Virginia 
Electric and Power Company 
to remove two 230kV overhead 
electric transmission circuits and 
associated support structures and 
to install, by micro-tunneling 
technology, two 60-inch diameter 
steel conduits housing two 230kV 
electric transmission circuits a 
minimum 16-feet beneath 344-
foot and 379-foot wide sections 
of Four Mile Run, immediately 
upstream of the Route 1 bridge 
crossing in Arlington County 
and the City of Alexandria. The 
project will result in temporary 
impacts to tidal wetlands in 
Arlington County and State-
owned subaqueous bottom by the 
installation of timber mat access 

Classifieds

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] __Raoul Farcot and Kimberly Farcot____________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: __O'Tour du Vin______________________________________________
(trade name)

7701 Southern Dr, suite C19___________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

Springfield___________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

Fairfax_______________________________________________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY  

for a ____________________________Wine Importer and Wine Wholesaler__ _________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

Kimberly Farcot_________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

V______irginia______ 22150____

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)
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Angelene Wyatt–Ed-
wards, born in May 27, 
1937, also known as Angie, 
continued her journey on 
Sept. 20, 2020. 

Preceded in death by her 
husband, Calvin Edwards, of 
Spartanburg South Caroli-
na, Angie is also survived by 
her sister A.I. (Audrey) Keith 
of Woodbridge, Virginia and 
five children: Anita Wy-
att–Harper of Alexandria, 
Maurice Wyatt of Denver, 
Colorado, Thomas Mitchell 
of Alexandria, Tara Shipp of 
Alexandria and Miracle Wy-
att of Washington D.C.

Aside from being a loving 
and devoted wife, mother 
and sister, Angie also leaves 
behind 11 grandchildren, 12 
great-grandchildren, three 

great-great-grandchildren 
and a host of nieces, neph-
ews and friends who will be 
forever guided by beautiful 
light that showed through 
Angie’s spirit.

A COVID-19-conscious 
celebration of life and intern-
ment service will be held at 2 
p.m. on Oct. 3 at Mount Com-
fort Cemetery in Alexandria.

roads, floating work platforms, 
and sheet pile cofferdams. 
Send Comments/inquiries 
within 15 days to: Marine 
Resources Commission, Habi-
tat Management Division, 380 
Fenwick Road, Building 96, 
Fort Monroe, VA 23651 or jpa.
permits@mrc.virginia.gov.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Old Cameron Run Trail Project
VODT UPC#103469 / 

DPI PROJECT # 1603019
Willingness to Host Public 

Hearing

The City of Alexandria seeks 
collaborative input from commu-
nity stakeholders regarding the 
proposed project – Old Cam-
eron Run Trail - a shared-use 
pathway between Hooffs Run 
Drive and South Payne Street.

The proposed shared-use pathway 
(separated from vehicles) creates a 
safe connection for pedestrians and 
bicyclists between the Eisenhower 
East (Hooff’s Run Drive/Limerick 
Street) and Southwest Quadrant 
(South Payne Street) neighbor-
hoods. The 0.53 mike shared-use 
pathway begins near the inter-
section of Hooff’s Run Drive and 
Limerick Street, then runs parallel 
with Truesdale Drive, turns be-
hind AlexRenew’s Facility, and 
spans over Hooff’s Run and Old 
Cameron Run with a prefabricated 
bridge, before continuing along the 
existing path between AlexRenew 
and I-495 and ultimately termi-
nating at South Payne Street. 

Review the project informa-
tion at City Hall (301 King 
Street, Suite 3600) and by 
calling 703.746.4408. Please call 
ahead to ensure the availabili-
ty of appropriate personnel to 
answer your questions and to 
gain access to the building.

Project information may 
be viewed by visiting the 
project website at:
https://www.alexandriava.gov/
tes/info/default.aspx?id=116739

Comments and questions may 

be sent to OCRT@alexandria-
va.gov  or call 703.746.4408

If your comments and questions 
remain, the City of Alexandria is 
willing to hold a public hearing. 
You may request that a public hear-
ing be held by sending a written 
request to: Alexandria Carroll, 
City of Alexandria, Transportation 
and Environment Services, 301 
King Street, Suite 3600 Alex-
andria, VA 22314 on or prior to 
October 22, 2020. If a request for 
a public hearing is received, the 
City will post an announcement 
(including the date, time and place 
of the hearing) at a later date.

The City of Alexandria ensures 
nondiscrimination and equal 
employment in all programs and 
activities in accordance with Title 
VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. If you need more 
information or special assistance 
for persons with disabilities or 
limited English proficiency, 
contact City of Alexandria, Office 
of Human Rights at 703.746.3140, 
311 or TTY/TDD 311.

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
 Monday, October 19,  

2020 - 7:00 PM

Information about this item may 
be obtained from the Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning,
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alex-
andria, Virginia 22314, telephone: 
703.746.4666 or on the City’s web-
site at alexandriava.gov/dockets.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic emergency, the October 19, 
2020 meeting of the Board
of Zoning Appeals (BZA) is 
being held electronically pursuant 
to Virginia Code Section 2.2-
3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted 
by the City Council on June 20, 
2020 or Sections 4-0.00(g) in HB29 
and HB30 to undertake essential 
business. All members of the 
Board and staff are participating 
from remote locations through 
Zoom Webinar. This meeting is 
being held electronically, unless 

a determination is made that it is 
safe enough to be held in person 
in the City Council Chamber at 
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA. 
Electronic access will be provided 
in either event. This meeting can 
be accessed by the public through 
the live broadcast on the govern-
ment channel 70, streaming on the 
City's website, and can be accessed 
via Zoom by the following link:

https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_amPgfn9KT-
G2kW2MsMzDjhg

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 976 4582 0713
Password: 790509

Public comments will be received 
at the meeting. The public 
may submit comments in
advance to Kaliah Lewis at 
kaliah.lewis@alexandriava.
gov or make public comments
through the conference call 
on the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

BZA #2020-00014
401 Argyle Drive
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a Special Exception to 
construct a 6.00 foot fence in the 
secondary front yard on a corner 
lot; zoned: R-8/Single-Family.
Applicant: Crislyn Lumia

BZA #2020-00016
5201 Dover Place
Public hearing and consider-
ation of a Variance to construct 
a deck in the required rear 
yard; zoned: RT/Townhouse.
Applicant: Endalkachew L. Asfaw

BZA #2019-00007
2 East Mason Avenue
Public Hearing and consider-
ation for a Special Exception 
to retain a 6.00 foot fence 
in the secondary front yard; 
zoned: RB/Townhouse.
Applicant: Elizabeth Jardim

BZA #2020-00018
611 Cameron Street
Public Hearing and consider-
ation of an Appeal of a Zon-

Classifieds

Ron David Boston, of 
Alexandria, Virginia, fell 
asleep in death Sept. 10, 
2020. Boston was a native 
of Alexandria and son of 
Russell and Bertha Boston. 
He will truly be missed by 
all, but especially his lov-
ing wife of 45 years, Patri-
cia, with whom he resided 
in Washington D.C.

Ron David Boston

Angelene Wyatt–Edwards

8/7/1957 – 9/10/2020

5/27/1937 - 9/20/2020

OBITUARIES
Boston

Ron D. Boston

Ron David Boston of Alexandria Virginia fell asleep in death September 10th 
2020. A native of Alexandria. Son of Russell and Bertha Boston. He will truly be 

missed by all but especially his loving wife of 45 years Patricia with whom he 
resided in Washington DC.

8/7/1957-9/10/2020

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

ing Determination Letter; 
zoned: RM/Townhouse.
Applicant: James B. Mi-
chels, represented by Cla-
rissa K. Pintado, Esq.

BZA #2020-00019
520 & 522 Queen Street

Public Hearing and consider-
ation of a Variance to request 
an expansion of noncomplying 
access to parking from the street 
rather than an alley or interior 
court; zoned: RM/Townhouse.
Applicants: Michael 
and Lori Rowen

Subscribe to Alexandria Times  
E-edition to get your news delivered  
to your email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 
a day before everyone else?
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Commercial Sales & Leasing
Landlord & Tenant Representation

#mcecommercial

Properties For Lease and For Sale

215 S Union St 
Alexandria
Last Space 
Remaining
Second Floor: 
560 SF (approx. 
Mo. Rent $1,862)
Built in 1830. 
Ideal for retail. 
Not suitable for 
restaurant use. 
Adjacent public 
parking garage. 

Located at waterfront across from Indigo 
Hotel, Robinson Landing Condos and 
Townhomes and The Strand. Join: Cafe 
du Soleil, Grit Studio, Praha Beads.

Debra Arnett | 703.537.3312
darnett@McEnearney.com

315 S Patrick St
Alexandria
For Sale/Major 
Price Reduction: 
$2,275,000 
9,055 SF Class 
B office building 
with 16 parking 
spaces zoned CD.
For Lease: $24 
PSF FS + cleaning 
2nd floor: 2,709 
SF | 3rd floor: 

3,637 SF. 2 assigned parking spaces. 
Ideal Old Town location convenient to 
Beltway, National Harbor, Amazon HQ2, 
& Airport. 5 blocks to King Street Metro.

Ed Cave | 703.537.3311
ecave@McEnearney.com

5545 Lee Hwy 
Arlington
For Sale: $793,500
Building Size: 
2,300 SF. Zoned 
C-1. 2-level office 
condo building in 
the N. Arlington/
East Fall Church 
submarket. 
Main level 
reception and 
conference room. 

Second level office, open workspace, 
kitchenette. Ample onsite parking. 
Condo Fee: $300/month.
Jamie Gallagher | 703.405.6489
jgallagher@McEnearney.com
Evan Cass | 703.537.3354
ecass@McEnearney.com

108 S Columbus St
Alexandria
For Lease: $900 
Per Month Full 
Service 
Suite 300 | 500 SF
Historic 3-story, 
2,274 SF building.  
Built 1900, 
renovated 1978. 
Situated in 
beautiful Old 
Town’s residential/

business area. Few blocks to busy 
King Street. 5 min drive to King Street 
& Braddock Road Transit Stop. Traffic 
Count: up to 30,000 VPD. Zoning: CL

John Ross | 703.867.0060
jross@McEnearney.com

728 S Washington St, Alexandria  
For Lease on Second Floor
Suite 1: 1,575 SF | $3,675/month + telecom, 
utilities, & cleaning. 2 parking spaces.
Suite 3: 225 SF | $600/month + telecom, 
utilities & cleaning. 1 parking space.
Iconic property in the SE Quadrant. NE 
corner of S Washington & Jefferson St. 
Debra Arnett | 703.537.3312
darnett@McEnearney.com

1406B Leslie Ave, Alexandria
For Lease: $20 PSF NNN  
Flex space approx. 4,800 SF. Office: 2,863 
SF | Warehouse: 1,940 SF (must be leased 
together). Access to warehouse through a 
double door inside alley. 8 parking spaces 
available. Route 1 location less than a 
mile to Braddock Road Metro station.
John Ross | 703.867.0060
jross@McEnearney.com

1712 Mt Vernon Ave, Alexandria
For Lease: $38 PSF NNN (approx $5.59 
psf) | Total monthly approx $4,359
2nd Floor: Approx. 1,200 SF. Zoned 
CL. Limited reserved parking may be 
available for an additional fee. Planned 
Virginia Tech Innovation Campus and 
INOVA Healthplex - Approx. 1.5 miles.  
Debra Arnett | 703.537.3312
darnett@McEnearney.com

1501 Duke St, Alexandria
3rd Floor Office for Lease: 6,000 SF | 
$22 PSF Full Service. BELOW MARKET. 
Parking included | Furniture available
For Sale: $7,500,000
Free-standing 3-story building with 
multiple tenants. 18,900 SF. 30 parking 
places. Zoned OCH. 2 blocks Metro.
Bob Swearingen | 703.537.3320
rswearingen@McEnearney.com

8328 Traford Ln, Springfield 22152
For Sale $250,000 or For Lease 
1,190 SF, First Floor, Unit A in 
Springfield Professional Park. Join other 
professionals, law, medical, contractors, 
tech & more...abundant parking for free! 
Competitively Priced. Lease Negotiable. 
Could include option to purchase.  
Jamie Gallagher | 703.405.6489  
Evan Cass | 703.537.3354

8369 Richmond Hwy, Alexandria 
For Sale: $1,050,000 | 37,462 SF of LAND
Book-ended by Amazon HQ2 and Fort 
Belvoir. Metro Bus stop (3 min walk) & a 
planned Bus Rapid Transit Station.Old Mt 
Vernon HS 42-acre redevelopment site (4 
min walk). One story retail | 1,775 SF. Biz 
avail for Sale: Pretty Pets Owner/Operated.
Debra Arnett | 703.537.3312
darnett@McEnearney.com

124 S West St, Alexandria
Office For Lease: $35 PSF
Available Space: Suite 101 1,166 SF
Suite 201 1,534 SF | Suite 202 879 SF
Suite 205 1,641 SF | Suite 201/205 3,175 SF
Trophy property in the heart of walkable 
Old Town. Blocks to Metro, 8.6 miles to 
Amazon HQ2, 4.0 miles to airport.
Ed Cave | 703.537.3311
ecave@McEnearney.com

5350 Shawnee Rd, Alexandria  
Two, 2nd floor suites | 2,423 SF & 6,277 
SF. For Sale: $576,674 & $1,451,070 or 
For Lease: $24 psf FS. Two, 3rd floor 
suites | 856 SF & 1,690 SF. For Sale: 
$252,520 & $498,550 or For Lease: $24 
psf FS + CHAR. Inside the Beltway and 
only eight miles south of Amazon HQ2.
Debra Arnett | 703.537.3312
darnett@McEnearney.com


