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of COVID-19 data?
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Confusing labeling, 
varying websites prove 
difficult to decipher
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Data on the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion website indicate that 
since late October, every 
state in the continental Unit-
ed States plus the District of 
Columbia has experienced 
a sharp spike in COVID-19 
cases.

While urban areas have 
had more total cases, rural 
regions have suffered more 
cases per 100,000 of their 
population. As a percent-

age of population, the Great 
Plains region is suffering 
the worst current outbreak. 
North Dakota has been by 
far the hardest hit individual 
state in the past week with a 
daily average of 177 cases per 
100,000 of population, ac-
cording to the CDC website.

By contrast, Virginia ex-
perienced the third fewest 
new COVID-19 cases per 
100,000 population during 
the past week, with a dai-
ly average of 23.6, trailing 
only Maine and Vermont in 
the continental U.S. In fact, 

Artists skeptical of 
proposed changes in 
‘Study of the Studies’ 
BY MISSY SCHROTT 

The most recent Torpedo 
Factory action plan, which 
outlines a strategy for the fu-
ture of the city’s waterfront 
art center, could go to City 
Council as early as 2021. 

Like past plans, the lat-
est action plan, which was 
released in October, details 
a big-picture direction in 
which the art center should 
move, rather than revealing 
concrete changes that will 
be made if the plan is ap-
proved. Major elements in-
clude reimagining the first 
floor, making the center 

more interactive for visitors 
and integrating other forms 
of art into the facility, such 
as music and technology. 

The plan has been in 
the works for years. For 
more than a decade, various 
stakeholders have commis-
sioned studies and reports 

TimesAlexandria

An uneasy Torpedo 
Factory truce

SEE COVID-19 | 8
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PHOTO/LINDSEY SULLIVAN
The Torpedo Factory Art Center, located along the Alexandria waterfront, contains three floors of 
artist studios, where visitors can stroll and watch artists at work.

PHOTO/OLD TOWN SOCK CO.
Give matching couple's socks from Old Town Sock Co. as a gift 
this holiday season. Find more of our gift guide suggestions on 
page 14.
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WEEKLY BRIEFING
Police investigate pedestrian fatalityAlexandria Film Festival  

announces 2020 award winners The Alexandria Police De-
partment is investigating a ve-
hicle crash that resulted in the 
death of a pedestrian on Nov. 
20, according to a news release.

At about 4 p.m. on Nov. 20, 
police responded to a crash 
that occurred at South Wash-
ington and Wilkes streets 
involving a vehicle and pe-
destrian, Alexandria resident 

Justin Benedict, 55, accord-
ing to the release. Benedict 
was taken to a local hospital 
where he later succumbed to 
his injuries.

Witnesses to the crash or 
those with video of the inci-
dent are encouraged to con-
tact Officer Nancy Gordon at 
571-289-6794. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

In a virtual ceremony 
streamed via Zoom, mem-
bers of the Alexandria Film 
Festival executive board an-
nounced the winners of this 
year’s festival awards.

The awards this year 
went to a wide variety of 
films, ranging from docu-
mentaries from Academy 
Award winners to dramas 
from local directors.

The Best of Fest Award 
went to “9to5: The Story of 
a Movement,” a documen-
tary chronicling the wom-
en’s labor group, 9to5. Julia 
Reichert and Steve Bognar’s 
documentary is a fol-
low-up to their 2019 Acad-
emy Award-winning Netflix 
documentary, “American 
Factory.”

The Audience Award 
went to director William 
David Ashton’s crowd-

funded, cross-generational 
drama, “The Legacy Ses-
sions.” The award for Best 
Foreign Language Film 
went to Israeli director 
Jonni Zicoltz for his film, 
“Snowland.”

The AFF jury gave 
the award for Outstand-
ing Performance to Rog-
er Kabler for his power-
ful performance as the 
late, great Robin Williams 
in the local short film, 
“Saving Robin Williams.” 
Meanwhile, “Beat the Ma-
chine” took home the Best 
of the Region Award for its 
depiction of a young Black 
girl’s interdimensional trip 
through history. The film 
is a sneak preview of a film 
that will be screened in 
2021 and set to a live per-
formance by the Alexan-
dria Symphony Orchestra.

The Special Jury Award 
went to the surreal an-
imated film “Anacron-
te,” and the Joe Cantwell 
Award for Excellence in 
Documentary Filmmaking 
went to “Trust Me,” the 
technology-focused docu-
mentary for Oscar-nomi-
nated director Roko Belic.

AFF also honored Joe 
Cantwell with the Super-
star of the Decade Award 
for his contributions as a 
local documentarian and 
his support for the festival 
over the past decade.

The Alexandria Film 
Festival went completely 
virtual this year, and fes-
tival pass holders can still 
watch the 45 films in the 
festival through Thanksgiv-
ing. Visit www.alexfilmfest.
com for more information.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 
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LET’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

LIVE  ON YOUR OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living 
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the 
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents, 
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to 
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your 
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic 
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you 
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern 
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.

Speak Easy features ACPS teacher
This month’s guest on 

Speak Easy, the Alexandria 
Times podcast, is Heather Ros-
ner, band teacher at George 
Mason Elementary School. 

Rosner chats with Alexan-
dria Times intern Lindsey Sul-
livan about teaching during the 
pandemic and the importance 
of music education for young 
students. Education during 
the pandemic has been a chal-
lenge for everyone involved, 
including teachers. Rosner has 
adapted by finding creative 

solutions, whether it’s deliver-
ing instruments to students’ 
houses or enlisting siblings in 
her students’ education. 

Tune in for Rosner’s take 
on the future of in-person 
music education at Alexan-
dria City Public Schools. The 
episode will be available on 
Spotify, Apple Podcasts and 
Google Play on Nov. 24. Catch 
up on past episodes at www.
alextimes.com/arts-culture/
podcast. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 
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www.clarkeandsampson.com
228 S. Washington Street, Suite 200

Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-683-6601

Security & Data Breach
Not a matter of If, but When

- What would you do? 

- Who would you call? 

- How would the costs be covered: 

- For Restoration? 

- For Business Interruption?

If tomorrow morning you signed into the network,

and your system was locked and files encrypted: 

We can assist with:

Education & Planning

Breach Response Services

Cyber & Network Security Insurance

WEEKLY BRIEFING
City announces schedule of 
services for Thanksgiving week

Alexandria Shop Small Week 
launches on Black Friday

All government offices 
in Alexandria will be closed 
on Thursday and Friday and 
other city services have been 
adjusted due to Thanksgiv-
ing as well, according to a 
news release.

Trash and recycling 
will be collected regularly 
throughout the week, how-
ever, on Thanksgiving Day, 
collection will begin at 6 
a.m., not 7 a.m.

The Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria will be 
closed this week, except for 
Friday when it will be available 
for appointment-only visits 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., accord-
ing to the release.

The city’s health services, 
including the Alexandria 
Health Department, Flora 
Krause Casey Pharmacy and 
Teen Wellness Center at T.C. 

Williams High School will be 
closed from Nov. 26 to 29, ac-
cording to the release. AHD’s 
COVID-19 case investiga-
tions and contact tracing will 
still be operational during 
those days.

On Thanksgiving Day, 
all city museums and recre-
ation, nature and art centers 
will be closed, while Alexan-
dria libraries will be closed on 
Thursday and Friday, accord-
ing to the release.

Parking enforcement will 
be suspended at metered spac-
es, in residential permit park-
ing districts and other areas 
with signed parking time lim-
its on Thursday and Friday, 
according to the release. DASH 
bus service will operate on a 
Sunday schedule on Thanks-
giving Day.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

For 10 days, nearly 50 in-
dependent retailers in Alex-
andria will participate in Al-
exandria Shop Small Week, a 
new promotion organized by 
Visit Alexandria. 

The week, which runs from 
Nov. 27 to Dec. 6, will feature 
special deals, promotions and 
Instagram giveaways. Specif-
ic events that will take place 
during the week include Plaid 
Friday, Alexandria’s small 
business-focused Black Friday 
event; Small Business Satur-
day; Museum Store Sunday; 
Cyber Monday and Giving 

Tuesday. Visit Alexandria will 
also be giving away gift cards 
on Instagram from Dec. 4 to 6. 

Many Alexandria retail-
ers are offering alterna-
tive shopping methods in 
response to the pandemic, 
so that residents can sup-
port small business while 
staying safe. These include 
online stores, curbside pick-
up, private appointments 
and more. 

For more information, go 
to www.visitalexandriava.
com/shopsmall.

-mschrott@alextimes.com 

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 
news every week. Please show them your thanks by 

patronizing their businesses.

PHOTO/ CHRIS CRUZ FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
A shopper uses curbside pick up at Old Town Books.
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87HOME BUYERS,
SELLERS, AND
RENTERS

THANK YOU TO THE

We are truly grateful for your trust in our team.
Your success is our success and we hope to continue to support

your real estate goals in 2021 and beyond.

703.868.5676 | lizluke.com
ALEXANDRIA HISTORIC DISTRICT
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to review and comment on 
issues at the art center rang-
ing from management to 
purpose, according to the 
plan. 

The Torpedo Factory, a 
former World War I muni-
tions plant, officially be-
came an art center in the 
early 1970s. While the City 
of Alexandria has owned the 
building since then, it was 
previously managed by a 

nonprofit called the Torpedo 
Factory Art Center Board. 

In 2016, the city Office of 
the Arts assumed what was 
supposed to be temporary 
control of the facility. How-
ever, council voted to make 
city management permanent 
in 2018. With the vote, coun-
cil directed the Office of the 
Arts to come up with a “vi-
brancy and sustainability ac-
tion plan” for the center. 

In order to do that, the city 
hired a consultant for yet an-
other study on the facility – 
this one called a “Study of the 
Studies” – to distill previous 
studies and merge overlapping 
themes in order to suggest a 
path forward for the center. 

“What we knew council 
wanted was something ac-
tionable,” Diane Ruggiero, 
director of the Office of the 
Arts, said. “They were call-
ing it [a] vibrancy and sus-
tainability plan but I think 
really what they wanted was, 
‘Tell us what you’re going 
to do.’ They wanted action. 
They wanted movement.”

The result of the Study of 
the Studies is the action plan 
that was released in October 
this year. Still in the com-
munity engagement phases, 
the Office of the Arts is cur-
rently in the process of pre-
senting the plan to relevant 
city commissions, such as 
the Commission for the Arts, 
the Waterfront Commission 

and the Park and Recreation 
Commission. In December, 
they plan to open up commu-
nity engagement to the gen-
eral public and to host more 
artist meetings. They hope 
to take the plan to council in 
early 2021, Ruggiero said.

The three “core strategic 
directions” for the art center 
that are listed in the plan 
are: “re-establish the art 
center’s identity for a 21st 
century audience;” “curate 
the building, with a focus on 
the first floor, for improved 
visitor experience and art-
ist/studio program;” and 
“establish policies and pro-
cedures that identify the art 
center as a high performing 
organization and rebuild the 
art center’s role as a leader 
in the country.” 

If approved, two of the 
first things the Office of the 
Arts plans to accomplish are 
reimagining the first floor 
and changing the facility’s 
main entrance from Union 
Street to the waterfront, Rug-
giero said. 

“On any given day, 
there’s a lot more people 
walking up and down the 
waterfront than there is 
walking up and down Union 
Street,” Ruggiero said. “We 
also know that coming in 
from the waterfront side, 
it’s a really awkward and 
somewhat odd experience 
because … you’re kind of 
confronted with this weird 
space and it’s really two sets 
of doors before you make it 
into the main section of the 
art center.”

Ruggiero said the Of-
fice of the Arts has not yet 
worked out how to redesign 
the entrance. 

As far as the first floor, 
staff plans to make the space 
more interactive, which could 
involve relocating artists 
throughout the building. Spe-
cifically, Ruggiero mentioned 
relocating a print-maker stu-
dio from the third floor to 
the first, as well as the Art 

Is your loved one suffering from the 
effects of isolation? At Silverado 
our focus is on our resident quality 
of LIFE providing personalized 
engagement programs in an open 
and thriving atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with  Memory Loss

Real People
Really Living

PHOTO/LINDSEY SULLIVAN
Printmaker Judith Coady at work in her studio.

PHOTO/LINDSEY SULLIVAN
Art hangs on the wall in a gallery at the Torpedo Factory.

TORPEDO PLANS FROM | 1

SEE TORPEDO PLANS | 11
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Happy Thanksgiving
If you're looking to remodel a kitchen, add a bathroom, finish 
a basement, or build an addition, our proprietary CaseStudy‰

process delivers all of the information you need to make the 
best decisions for your own unique project. We'll virtually 
collaborate on ideas, develop three unique design options - 
with your dream design virtually rendered in 3D - and include 
budgeting information and timelines. Visit CaseDesign.com
to set a virtual appointment or to learn more. 

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Alexandria Design  
Studio Now Open
We’re thrilled to open our 4th design studio
at the corner of Washington and King.
Because during these times,
home is more important than ever. 
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the four-state Southeast-
ern coastal region stretch-
ing from Virginia to Georgia 
was one of three blocks of 
states, along with the coastal 

West and upper New England 
states, with seven-day daily 
averages of 30 or fewer cas-
es per 100,000 residents, ac-
cording to the CDC website.

Unfortunately, useful 
data can be frustratingly dif-

ficult to find on federal and 
state websites and is some-
times poorly or incorrectly 
labeled when found.

For instance, the CDC 
COVID-19 Data Tracker page 
on Nov. 20 listed in bold type 

in one of three highlighted 
boxes at the top, “Cases in 
last 7 days per 100K: 49.3.” 
This would lead a reader to 
conclude that this is 49.3 to-
tal cases per 100,000 of pop-
ulation during the past week. 
Except it’s not; that’s the dai-
ly average. 

The CDC’s data explana-
tion at the bottom of the page 
is similarly misleading, as it 
says: “The map shows total 
cases per state, new cases 
in the last 7 days per state, 
and the rate (cases/100,000) 
per state.” The word “daily” 
is missing. The viewer must 
perform two math calcula-
tions to determine that the 
CDC means daily per 100,000 
residents rather than weekly. 

It can also be difficult to 
compare data across differ-
ent state websites and even 
within a website, because 
states track and report their 
data differently with differ-
ent time points. Sometimes 
separate sections of an indi-
vidual website present data 
differently. 

For instance, Virginia’s 
COVID-19 website is gen-
erally clear and easy to use 

and has improved consider-
ably since the spring in both 
the volume of data available 
and how it’s displayed. And 
yet, while the fine print ex-
plains the differences, it can 
be confusing to look at the 
case totals on the Virginia 
daily dashboard, which in-
clude confirmed and prob-
able cases, and then look at 
the positive test totals on the 
testing tab, which are only 
confirmed cases.

Of neighboring states, 
Maryland’s website from the 
start has been the most com-
prehensive and easiest to 
read. Conversely, seven-day 
average positivity rates are 
not to be found on either the 
D.C. or West Virginia web-
sites, though the raw data 
is present on both sites for 
readers to perform their own 
calculations. North Caro-
lina’s site has a yellow line 
through charts that says “7-
day average” – but it doesn’t 
say what that average is for 
any given day except the cur-
rent date.

It’s also important to 
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The data in this chart for both the number of COVID-19 PCR tests in Alexandria and Alexandria's positivity 
rate are seven-day moving averages for specific points in time taken from the VDH website on Nov. 20.

GRAPH/LYVI SIEGDATA/VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH This data is either directly from the websites of the 
health departments listed or is the result of calcula-
tions done on data from those sites as of Nov. 20.

DATA/VIRGINIADEPARTMENTOFHEALTH/D.C.|HEALTH/WESTVIR-
GINIADEPARTMENTOFHEALTH&HUMANRESOURCES/N.C.DEPART-

MENTOFHEALTHANDHUMANSERVICES/MARYLANDDEPARTMEN-
TOFHEALTH/CENTERSFORDISEASECONTROLANDPREVENTION

COVID-19 FROM | 1
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Together, we can:

Discuss which benefits 
are most important 
to you.

Review your plan options 
so you can feel confident 
in your choice.

Answer your questions 
and walk you through the 
enrollment process. Call today to learn more

Now may be the right time 
to look for a new Medicare 
Advantage plan

It’s good to have options when your plan is no longer available

If you are wondering if there’s a different plan that may better meet your needs, we are here 
to help. As your local Anthem representatives, we’re happy to discuss the benefits that are 
important to you and walk you through our plans.

Y0114_21_123719_U_M_0005 CMS Accepted 10/01/2020 511192MUSENMUB_0005

Hay disponibles servicios de traducción; póngase en contacto con el plan o su agente. This policy has exclusions, limitations, 
and terms under which the policy may be continued in force or discontinued. For costs and complete details of coverage, please 
contact your agent or the health plan. HealthKeepers, Inc. is a Medicare Advantage Organization with a Medicare contract. 
Enrollment in HealthKeepers, Inc. depends on contract renewal. HealthKeepers, Inc., an independent licensee of the Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Association, serves all of Virginia except for the City of Fairfax, the Town of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 
123. Anthem is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.

1-888-910-5719  TTY: 711
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week
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“Keep ‘em Clean        
  and Cute!”

Locally owned and operated servicing Alexandria!
Please visit www.petgroomingalexandria.com maidservicesinc.com

Cell and Text:  
703 629-9977

 Office:
703-560-6243

Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.

• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Bruce Elton
Owner
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Daily COVID-19 cases in Alexandria

The data in this chart is a seven-day moving average of COVID-19 cases in Alexandria for specific points 
in time taken from the VDH website on Nov. 20.

GRAPH/LYVI SIEGDATA/VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

remember that case num-
bers are largely a function 
of how widespread testing 
is in any state or locality. 
As more testing is done, a 
larger number of cases are 
going to be recorded. Con-
versely, if a wider net is cast 
on testing, particularly if 

asymptomatic people are 
tested, the positivity rate 
should go down.

A look at Alexandria’s 
COVID-19 positivity rate and 
number of tests reveals the 
latter point. Back in April 
and May, before tests were 
widely available, testing was 
largely limited to people with 
symptoms and the positivi-

ty rate was high – 32.5% on 
April 16 and 26% on May 16.

However, once tests be-
came more widely available 
beginning in late May, the 
positivity rate began to de-
cline sharply – though this 
timing also coincided with 
the ebbing of COVID-19’s 
first wave in the D.C. region. 
Alexandria’s positivity rate 

has remained relatively flat 
since mid-June, ranging from 
6.1% on June 16 to 4% on Oct. 
16* back to 6% on Nov. 16, as 
the average daily number of 
PCR tests administered in 
the city has more than dou-
bled during that timeframe.

As more tests are admin-
istered, we will get closer 
to an accurate sense of how 
many people within each 
community actually have 
COVID-19, since the positiv-
ity rate merely tells the per-
centage of those tested who 
have the disease, not the per-
centage of overall residents 
who have it. 

For instance, cumulative-
ly since March, 3.1% of Alex-
andria’s total population has 
been diagnosed with either a 
confirmed or probable case 
of COVID-19, or 4,935 out 
of 160,530 residents. In the 
seven days leading up to Nov. 
22, a total of 301 residents, 
which is .19 – or about 1/5 
of 1% – were diagnosed with 
either a confirmed or proba-
ble case, according to data on 
the Virginia Department of 
Health and the U.S. Census 
Bureau websites.

These numbers don’t ac-
count for people who were as-
ymptomatic but infected and 
weren’t tested, or for residents 
with symptoms who haven’t 
sought testing or medical 
care. This means the actual 
percentage of residents who 
either have had or currently 
have COVID-19 in Alexandria 
is almost certainly higher.

Virginia’s seven-day 
moving average COVID-19 
positivity rate of 7% as of 

Nov. 16 was second high-
est behind North Carolina’s 
8.1% among neighboring 
states and D.C. Maryland 
was next at 6.9%, followed 
by West Virginia at 6.1%** 
and D.C.’s 3.1%, while the 
nationwide rate stood at 
10%. The City of Alexan-
dria’s rate of 6% was sec-
ond-lowest, behind that of 
D.C. 

Trying to navigate the 
many variables among the 
confusing and sometimes 
conflicting COVID-19 data 
can prove daunting. CDC 
data based on average daily 
cases relative to population 
has Virginia doing extreme-
ly well compared to other 
states, even though the sev-
en-day average positivity 
rate found on individual state 
websites reveals that Virgin-
ia’s rate is second-highest in 
the region.

The bottom line is that 
COVID-19 cases are up na-
tionwide and the United 
States is clearly in the midst 
of a third surge of the pan-
demic. But by at least one 
crucial measure, Virginia is 
currently faring better than 
most of the rest of the nation.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com
* These dates were chosen 

to provide monthly 
comparison points. They do 

not necessarily represent 
the high or low data points 

for the positivity average.
** Seven-day data was 

not available on the West 
Virginia website dating 

from Nov. 16. This number 
represents a five-day average 

for West Virginia only.

COVID-19 FROM | 8

“As more tests are administered, we 
will get closer to an accurate sense 
of how many people within each 
community actually have COVID-19, 
since the positivity rate merely tells 
the percentage of those tested who 
have the disease, not the percentage 
of overall residents who have it.”
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League’s art supply store.
“If the action plan is ap-

proved, there would be dif-
ferent criteria … for being 
on the first floor than may-
be being somewhere else in 
the building,” Ruggiero said. 
“We’re looking for that kind 
of higher level of interaction 
for artists on the first floor.”

Staff is also considering 
some sort of food option on 
the first floor, most likely a 
pop-up kiosk with rotating 
vendors. Ruggiero noted that 
the Office of the Arts’ cur-
rent proposal does not involve 
converting the first floor into 
a food hall or building a per-
manent restaurant on the first 
floor, contrary to rumors. 

“The city gets approached 
by lots of other people and 
other businesses and things 
like that, that have ideas for 
what I will call an alternative 
use for the arts center,” Rug-
giero said. “Within some of 
those options, food halls are 
very popular.”

When Office of the Arts 
staff present their plan to 
council, they will also make 
council aware of the alter-
nate proposals. 

“We did ask some of the 
folks that had come forward 
if they’d like to put their ideas 
down on paper,” Ruggiero said. 
“We will share it along with 
the action plan so folks can see 
all of the different options.”

When asked for their 
thoughts on the plan, sev-
eral Torpedo Factory artists 
expressed skepticism that 
anything would actually be 
accomplished, largely due to 
the number of plans that have 
been proposed in recent years. 

“I have seen a lot of plans 
for the Torpedo Factory and … 
to me, this is just one more,” 
Don Viehman, a Torpedo 
Factory lease holder and for-
mer president of the Torpedo 
Factory Artists Association, 
said. “I’m seeing a lot of the 
same things. I’m seeing a lot 
of large words that don’t have 
precise meanings.” 

Several artists continued 
to question why a plan is nec-
essary at all. 

“I keep on thinking that 
the city wants to fix some-
thing that wasn’t broken to 
begin with,” Veronica Bark-
er-Barzel, president of the 
TFAA, said. “We have a very 
strong artist community 
and all the artists that are in 
those spaces want to be there 
to engage the public.”

Barker-Barzel said she is 
comfortable with some as-
pects of the city’s control but 
not others, largely the fact 
that the city has taken over 
artist selection and place-
ment. Before the city as-
sumed permanent control of 
the facility, artists had been 
selected through an indepen-
dent, blind jurying process.

“I have no problem with 
the city running the building 
and doing the after-hours 
events and all that kind of 
stuff, but as far as placement 
of artists in the studios, I 
don’t really think govern-
ment should be involved with 
that, with the actual art,” 
Barker-Barzel said.

Torpedo Factory Found-
er Marian Van Landingham 
said she was also comfortable 
with certain elements of the 
plan, so long as the original 
vision of the Torpedo Factory 
is not compromised. 

“It’s important that what 
is put on the first floor con-
tinues to be … working art-
ists, that it not just be galler-
ies,” Van Landingham said. 
“It’s important for somebody 
coming into the building to 
also see people at work cre-

ating the art, because that’s 
what the main thing of the 
building is about. We cer-
tainly don’t want restaurants 
and this sort of thing in the 
building.”

On some aspects of the 
plan, however, Van Landing-
ham remained skeptical. 

When asked about core 
strategic direction that in-
volves bringing the facility 
into the 21st century, Van 
Landingham said, “That 
sounds a good bit like gob-
bledygook to me. … I have 
no idea what they’re talking 
about. It’s one of these things 
that sounds grand, but is it?”

Back in 2018 when the city 
assumed permanent control 

of the facility, several artists 
spoke out about a disconnect 
between the management 
and the artists. They said they 
didn’t feel included in the de-
cision making regarding the 
facility’s future, a sentiment 
that appears to linger.

“If they can find a way 
to cooperate with artists in 
leading this, then I think that 
would be great,” Viehman 
said. “We’ve always argued 

that it’s gotta be both, and 
they’ve always argued that 
they have the final decision 
about everything, and that’s 
how they operate now.”

The action plan is avail-
able at www.alexandriava.
gov/TorpedoFactory. The 
first open community meet-
ing is scheduled for Dec. 9. 
The event will take place vir-
tually via Zoom.

-mschrott@alextimes.com

PHOTO/LINDSEY SULLIVAN
A safety station at the Torpedo Factory provides hand sanitizer and 
alerts visitors that they are required to wear masks in the art center.

TORPEDO PLANS FROM | 6

I keep on thinking that the city 
wants to fix something that wasn’t 
broken to begin with. We have a 

very strong artist community and all 
the artists that are in those spaces want 
to be there to engage the public.”

– Veronica Barker-Barzel,
president, TFAA
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Restaurateur with de-
cades of experience in 
local scene, loses bat-
tle with brain cancer
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Hugo Fregnan, the chef 
who owned and operated 
local French restaurant Le 
Refuge with his wife Anne-
Claire Chaufour-Fregnan, 
died from glioblastoma, a 
form of brain cancer, on Nov. 
10. He was 45.

Fregnan is a long-time 
member of the local restau-
rant scene, having worked as 
a waiter, manager and chef of 
several eateries in Northern 
Virginia before joining Le Ref-
uge, a restaurant started by 
his wife’s family and located at 
127 N. Washington St.

Although he worked as 
a chef, Fregnan was also 
known for his ebullient, out-
going personality and ability 
as a people person.

“He was a really good chef 
and a really good cook, but if 
you look at his history, I don’t 
know that his cooking skills 
are what you’ll see first,” 
Stephane Grabina, Freg-
nan’s childhood friend, said. 
“That’s not saying anything 
bad. It’s just that he excelled 
in dealing with people.”

Fregnan was a social but-
terfly, as quick with a joke as 
he was with a pan and spatula. 

“He was always the cen-
ter of the circle. Wherever he 
went, that’s where the party 
went. He had that magnetic 
personality,” Grabina said.

Between his personali-
ty and ability as a cook and 
hospitality worker, Fregnan 
is well known in the local 
restaurant scene. Before 
coming to Le Refuge, Fregnan 
worked at Don Pablo’s Canti-
na in Arlington and Mango 
Mike’s Caribbean Restau-

rant in Alexandria, where he 
worked as a bartender in the 
early 2000s alongside Bill 
Blackburn, owner of Home-
grown Restaurant Group.

“He got along with every-
one. Everybody liked him, 
which isn’t always the case 
in the restaurant business,” 
Blackburn said.

Even then, Fregnan had 
an easy way with customers 
that made them feel like they 
belonged, Blackburn said. He 
was there no matter what a 
customer needed, the kind of 
bartender that, in the words 
of Billy Joel, was “quick with 
a joke or to light up your 
smoke.”

“Back in the early 2000s, 
everybody smoked and if 
somebody took a cigarette 
out of a box and put it in 
their mouth, no matter how 

busy the bar was, Hugh was 
there with a lighter within a 
second,” Blackburn said.

Fregnan, who went by 
Hugh, was born on Aug. 5, 
1975 in Washington D.C. to 
Hugo and Richelle Fregnan.

His parents owned and 
operated Georgetown French 
restaurant La Maison des 
Crêpe, and Fregnan grew up 
above the restaurant, sur-
rounded by French culture, 
cuisine and the small but 
tight knit French communi-
ty in Washington D.C. and 
Georgetown.

In 1982, when he was 7 
years old, Fregnan’s parents 
sold La Maison des Crêpe 
and moved to McLean, Vir-
ginia, where Fregnan went 
to elementary and middle 
school before attending 
Massanutten Academy in 

Woodstock, Virginia. 
Before Fregnan started 

to become interested in the 
restaurant and hospitality in-
dustry, he was a natural enter-
tainer and host. Fregnan was 
known to host well-attended 
pool parties at his parents’ 
house in McLean and contin-
ued the tradition with Chau-
four-Fregnan and his daugh-
ter, Savanna, at their home in 
Springfield, Virginia.

The only thing Fregnan 
loved more than putting on 

a show, cooking and making 
people laugh was his fami-
ly, according to those who 
knew him.

Fregnan and Chau-
four-Fregnan’s relation-
ship goes back to that tight 
knit French community in 
Georgetown. Chaufour-Freg-
nan’s parents and Fregnan’s 
parents were close friends 
and the two grew up together 
long before they reconnected 

Hugo Fregnan, chef and co-owner 
of Le Refuge, dies at 45

COURTESY PHOTO
Hugh Fregnan with his daughter, Savanna Fregnan, and wife, Anne-Claire Chaufour-Fregnan.

SEE FREGNAN | 13

He was always the center of 
the circle. Wherever he went, 

that’s where the party went. He 
had that magnetic personality.”

– Stephane Grabina
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and sparked a relationship 
years later.

When the couple got mar-
ried on July 4, 2010, Fregnan 
became a new member of not 
only a family but a local insti-
tution. They began manag-
ing Le Refuge, which Chau-
four-Fregnan’s parents opened 
in 1983, soon after, as Chau-
four-Fregnan’s father, Jean-
François Chaufour, gradually 
stepped back from the restau-
rant due to health issues.

“He was just this great, 
bubbly new member of the 
family who was so well-
loved,” said Mary Wadland, 
publisher and editor-in-chief 
of The Zebra who has been a 
friend of the Chaufour family 
for 32 years. “Anne-Claire’s 
eyes just lit up when she was 
with him, and I thought, 
‘Wow, that is just going to 
be one of the marriages of all 
time and last forever.’”

Fregnan worked as chef 
and co-owner of Le Refuge 
for the past 10 years and also 
helped establish a social me-
dia and online presence for 
a community institution de-
fined by tradition. Although 
it took time, Le Refuge is now 
ranked number four out of 552 
restaurants in Alexandria on 
Trip Advisor, and the restau-
rant was named a “Travelers’ 

Choice” on the site for 2020.
To his friends and family, 

it often seemed like Freg-
nan’s purpose in life was to 
bring a smile to the world 
around him, Grabina said. 
He did so with his mischie-
vous, sometimes raunchy 
sense of humor and singing 
voice. He put the latter to 
good use during high school 
talent shows where he and 
his friends performed covers 
of Guns N’ Roses songs. His 
performances earned him 
the nickname Axl, in refer-
ence to Guns N’ Roses lead 
singer Axl Rose.

Fregnan will be best re-
membered as a loyal friend, 

family man and talented chef 
and restaurateur who made 
friends out of strangers and 
family out of friends.

“He was never without a 
smile or a quick joke, never 
stressed and always upbeat. 
He made friends fast,” Black-
burn said. “He touched the 
lives of many in the Alexan-
dria restaurant community 
and his untimely passing is a 
tragic loss to all.”

Hugo Richard Fregnan 
is survived by his moth-
er, Richelle Fregnan, wife, 
Anne-Claire Chaufour-Freg-
nan, and daughter, Savanna 
Fregnan.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

2-year-old Neon’s smile lights up a room.  This sweet girl might be 
mistaken for a rabbit given her epic ears, but she assures you she’s 
all pup, and is happy to show off her excellent leash manners and 
amazing fetch skills.  Neon hopes for a new home for the holidays.

Visit AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

THANK YOU

~BEST. EARS. EVER.~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Because everyone  
deserves a home.”

Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

COURTESY PHOTOS
Top: Hugh Fregnan (middle left) with friends Matthew Jones, Jon 
Costa, Stephane Grabina and Michele Marriott.
Bottom: Stephane Grabina and Hugh Fregnan at Grabina's birth-
day party.

FREGNAN FROM | 12
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H
H

CUSTOM CARDS AND CALENDARS
YELLOWDOTSHOP.COM

MADE IN ALEXANDRIA 
Designed by Ellen Hamilton
H Alexandria Calendars
H Holiday Cards
H Handbags
Scarves, Books, Vintage Jewelry, Records
Visit Four Mile Run Market, Sundays, 9am–1pm

703-328-8046

BY LINDSEY SULLIVAN

A lot has changed this year. 
COVID-19 guidelines in Vir-
ginia have recently restricted 
gatherings to 25 people or less, 
and this could put a damper 
on upcoming holiday celebra-
tions with friends and family.

But whether you’re gath-
ering virtually or in person, 
you may still be looking for 
the perfect gift to give to your 
most treasured loved-ones, 
and what better way to say “I 
love you” than with a hand-
picked item from one of Alex-
andria’s own small businesses?

Alexandria shops have a 
lot to offer. Below are some 
of our top picks for gifts that 
will support small business. 
Keep an eye out in the com-
ing weeks for more ideas in 
our Holiday Gift Guide series.

Made in ALX
If you’re nervous about 

Holiday 
Gift Guide

Keep gatherings and  
shopping small this season

PHOTO/MADE IN ALX
This botanical print “kit” bag is hand-made by Garden Home, a 
small-batch, woman-owned company in Alexandria, and is avail-
able for purchase on the Made in ALX website. SEE HGG | 15
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Christmas at Serafino

Christmas at Serafino

www.serafinoleather.com
info@serafinoleather.com  

f: serafinoitalianleather 
I: @serafinoleather

1127 King Street, 

Alexandria, VA  

703.566.5885 

N O  A N E S T H E S I A

N O  I N J E C T I O N

N O  PA I N

N O  D R I L L

F A S T E R  R E C O V E R Y

C O S M E T I C  A E S T H E T I C S  
I N C L U D E  S K I N  R E J U V E N AT I O N ,  

H A I R  R E M O VA L ,  L I P S  A N D  F R E C K L E S .

T H E  L E A D E R  I N
L A S E R  D E N T I S T R Y

3116 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria, VA 22305
703.745.5496  |  dentalexcellenceva.com

Dr. Salartash

E N H A N C E  YO U R 
S M I L E  F O R  T H E 

H O L I D AY S !

Shop Small

shopping in-person but are 
in the market for hand-
made gifts, look no further 
than Made in ALX, a brand 
new virtual maker’s mar-
ket featuring a variety of 
locally crafted goods.

The website is a one-stop-
shop that is sure to have 
something for everyone, in-
cluding candles, clothing, 
cards, jewelry, prints and 
more.

Beth Lawton, co-found-
er of Made in ALX alongside 
Lore Burek, launched the on-
line business in early Novem-
ber out of a growing commu-
nity interest in supporting 
local businesses since the 
start of the pandemic.

“We thought this would 
be a good way for people to 
find and support local art-
ists, shop locally and online 
safely, and keep money in Al-
exandria,” Lawton said.

Vintage Mirage
If the person you’re shop-

ping for this holiday season 
enjoys designer fashion and 
vintage clothing and acces-
sories, Vintage Mirage has 
much to offer.

With consignment cloth-
ing and jewelry from the 
1860s to today, Vintage Mi-
rage has well-loved items, 
including one-of-a-kind 
semi-precious and precious 

PHOTOS/ VINTAGE MIRAGE
Top: Unique vintage jewelry is available at Vintage Mirage, a 
consignment clothing and accessory store in Alexandria owned by 
Elinor Coleman.
Bottom: These crystal and stone jewelry pieces are available for 
purchase at Vintage Mirage.

SEE HGG | 18
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Every Journey Is Different

You're not alone. 3 in 4 Americans aged 50+ hope 
to remain in their homes, according to the AARP. 

That's why Goodwin House created Goodwin House at Home. 
This innovative program helps older adults in Northern Virginia 
stay in their homes and age safely and vibrantly with financial 
protection for future care costs.

Our experienced team can help you and your loved ones safely and securely 
navigate your future. Call or email any time to start your journey with us.

“I want to stay in my own home, 
and do it safely and affordably.” 

No matter which direction
you choose, Goodwin House 
will help you thrive

Goodwin House Incorporated  •  4800 Fillmore Ave., Alexandria, VA 22311
info@goodwinhouse.org  •  703.578.7201  •  www.goodwinhouse.org 

How Can We Help You Find Your Way?

“Our friends in senior living communities have no 
homeowner headaches, more opportunities to learn 
and grow and health services right on campus. 
Those are wonderful benefits during a pandemic!” 

Moving into senior living can mean more 
independence—not less, and more resources 
to keep you younger longer. 

Our residential communities, Goodwin House Alexandria 
and Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads, support active 
lifestyles and are both within easy reach of Washington, 
D.C. And if needed, you can seamlessly transition from 
independent living to assisted living, memory support, 
short-term rehab or nursing care without the stress of 
moving to a new location.

Goodwin House Home Health’s team of experienced 
therapists and nurses can provide customized, skilled 
intermittent care to older adults all across Northern 
Virginia, whether in their homes or other retirement 
communities.

Goodwin House Hospice offers end-of-life care to 
individuals 18 and older with terminal illnesses. 
We provide comfort and improve quality of life through 
pain management, symptom control, personal care, 
counseling and spiritual support, social work services 
and 24/7 on-call nursing support.

“I need skilled nursing and 
therapy services at home.” 

Sources: Binette, Joanne and Kerri Vasold. 2018 Home and Community 
Preferences: A National Survey of Adults Age 18-Plus. Washington, DC: AARP 
Research, August 2018.
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Every Journey Is Different

You're not alone. 3 in 4 Americans aged 50+ hope 
to remain in their homes, according to the AARP. 

That's why Goodwin House created Goodwin House at Home. 
This innovative program helps older adults in Northern Virginia 
stay in their homes and age safely and vibrantly with financial 
protection for future care costs.

Our experienced team can help you and your loved ones safely and securely 
navigate your future. Call or email any time to start your journey with us.

“I want to stay in my own home, 
and do it safely and affordably.” 

No matter which direction
you choose, Goodwin House 
will help you thrive

Goodwin House Incorporated  •  4800 Fillmore Ave., Alexandria, VA 22311
info@goodwinhouse.org  •  703.578.7201  •  www.goodwinhouse.org 

How Can We Help You Find Your Way?

“Our friends in senior living communities have no 
homeowner headaches, more opportunities to learn 
and grow and health services right on campus. 
Those are wonderful benefits during a pandemic!” 

Moving into senior living can mean more 
independence—not less, and more resources 
to keep you younger longer. 

Our residential communities, Goodwin House Alexandria 
and Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads, support active 
lifestyles and are both within easy reach of Washington, 
D.C. And if needed, you can seamlessly transition from 
independent living to assisted living, memory support, 
short-term rehab or nursing care without the stress of 
moving to a new location.

Goodwin House Home Health’s team of experienced 
therapists and nurses can provide customized, skilled 
intermittent care to older adults all across Northern 
Virginia, whether in their homes or other retirement 
communities.

Goodwin House Hospice offers end-of-life care to 
individuals 18 and older with terminal illnesses. 
We provide comfort and improve quality of life through 
pain management, symptom control, personal care, 
counseling and spiritual support, social work services 
and 24/7 on-call nursing support.

“I need skilled nursing and 
therapy services at home.” 

Sources: Binette, Joanne and Kerri Vasold. 2018 Home and Community 
Preferences: A National Survey of Adults Age 18-Plus. Washington, DC: AARP 
Research, August 2018.
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Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

This holiday season, 
make dining with 
family & friends  

even better with our 
party platters. 

The perfect gift:
A Dishes of India  

gift certificate with a 
20% bonus!

WEEKEND 1

December 6th

through

December 8th

WEEKEND 2

December 13th

through

December 15th

WEEKEND 3

December 20th

through

December 22nd

DEL RAY ARTISANS
HOLIDAY MARKET

2020

 
  

JOIN US
December  

4-6
December 

11-13
December 

18-20

Friday 
 6-9  pm

Saturday and 
Sund ay

11 am-6 pm

Covid 19 
procedures 

in place

Different Artists Each Weekend
Del Ray Artisans Gallery
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria
DelRayArtisans.org/holiday-market-2020

Shop Small

jewelry, scarves, purses, 
hats, coats, gloves, belts, 
high-end scarves, blouses 
and gowns.

From now until the end of 
the holiday season, get free 
gift-wrapping with any pur-
chase of $20 or more. Online 
shopping is also available at 

vintagemirage.com, and by 
spending more than $25, use 
the code vintage10 for 10% 
off your purchase.

“Our whole mission has 
always been to offer a very 
large range of items to the 
public; to find a new home 
for the items that have al-
ready been loved,” owner Eli-
nor Coleman said.

Serafino
For fine leather goods and 

accessories, stop into Serafi-
no in the Midtown section 
of Old Town, where owners 
Liz and Hassan Tehrani offer 
hand-selected products from 
small family-owned work-
shops in Italy.

Serafino features larger 
items like leather bags and 
backpacks as well as smaller 
gift items like wallets, key-
chains and other accessories. 
One of their most popular 
gift items, Liz Tehrani said, 
are their leather catch-all 
trays available in multiple 
colors and shapes.

Now through the holiday 
season, Serafino is running a 
donation drive to collect gen-
tly used purses for Penelope’s 
Purses, an organization that 
seeks to empower homeless 
women in the D.C. area by 
providing them with a purse 
filled with essential items.

Shop in person or on their 
website at serafinoleather.
com. Get up to 50% off cer-
tain items during their Black 
Friday sales, and get free 
home-delivery when you 
shop online.

A new episode of 
Speak Easy, the  
Alexandria Times 
podcast, is now live! 

Find us on Spotify, 
iTunes and Google – or 
wherever you listen to 

your podcasts. 

PHOTO/ SERAFINO
Hand-made leather “catch-all” trays are a popular gift item at 
Serafino in Old Town.

PHOTO/ ACME MID CENTURY AND MODERN
This sculptural lemon squeezer, known as a juicy salif, by Alessi is 
available at Acme Mid Century and Modern.

HGG FROM | 15

SEE HGG | 19
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Experience Salon Monte where hair 
is washed with filtered water...dried 

with fine cotton towels...and shaped 
with Hikari scissors– renowned for 

their precision.

You don't need a lot of product if you 
have the right product.

Expect personalized services featuring 
the Monte professional haircare system.

LET US CREATE YOUR SIGNATURE 
LOOK FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Your experience is second only to the 
beautiful results our stylists create.

210 South Union Street  
Historic Old Town Alexandria

703-217-7077

Shop Small

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

December 3
Holiday Gift Guide 

and Kids

December 17
Holiday 

Gift Guide

December 10
Holiday  

Gift Guide

Acme Mid Century and 
Modern

If unique home goods 
are what you’re looking for, 
Acme Mid Century and Mod-
ern might have just what you 
need. Acme offers an array 
of vintage and modern fur-
niture and household items 
such as lamps, barware, ac-
cessories and art.

Pierre Paret, owner of 
Acme, said one of their most 
popular gift items is their 
small Japanese wood-cut an-
imal figures by Senshukai. 
A more affordable option, 
Acme offers more than 20 
different versions of these 
unique animal wood-cuts.

Other popular items at 

Acme are their smaller vin-
tage lamps and a lemon-juic-
ing sculpture that resembles 
a rocket-ship.

Get 20% off all vintage 
items during Acme’s Black 
Friday sales, and shop in per-
son or online at acmemid-
century.com/shop.

Hops n Shine
Some people prefer 

gift-giving through experi-
ences over tangibles, and Hops 
n Shine is offering just that.

Hops n Shine offers holiday 
card-making, ornament-dec-
orating, gingerbread house 
making and cookie-decorat-
ing activities at the restaurant 
for families to participate in 

PHOTO/ACME MID CENTURY AND MODERN
Top: Hops n Shine provides a variety of gift “experiences” like holi-
day card making, gingerbread house decorating and more.
Bottom: These Japanese wood-cut animals are another popular 
holiday gift item available at Acme Mid Century and Modern.

PHOTO/HOPS N SHINE

HGG FROM | 18
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NOVEMBER 27

PLAID FRIDAY Alexandria Shop 
Small Week kicks off with Plaid Friday, 
Alexandria’s small business Black 
Friday event. Nearly 50 independent 
shops are touting one-of-a-kind deals 
on designer and coveted merchan-
dise, including home décor, chic fash-
ion, gourmet food, classic toys and 
gifts for pets. 
Time: Hours vary 
Location: Throughout Old Town and 
Del Ray 
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/holidays/black-friday-alexandria/

NOVEMBER 28

DEL RAY HOLIDAY MARKET The 
Del Ray Business Association invites 
residents to explore the Del Ray Hol-
iday Market with sidewalk sales and 
other promotions, kicking off on Small 
Business Saturday. The open-air holi-
day market will be held in the parking 
lot of Del Ray Psych & Wellness. It 
will feature DRBA members and local 
artists from Art on the Avenue. Ven-
dors will be physically distanced, and 
masks are required for entry. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: 1900 Mt. Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.drba.wildapricot.
org

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 
Celebrate Small Business Saturday 
during Alexandria Shop Small Week 
with free parking at meters and nearly 
50 independently owned boutiques in 
Old Town and Del Ray offering special 
in-store and curbside activities. Mask 
up and stroll historic streets twinkling 
with holiday traditions as you enjoy 
special discounts, free treats and 
take-home gifts with purchase. 
Time: All day 
Location: Throughout Old Town and 
Del Ray 
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/holidays/small-business-satur-
day/

DECEMBER 1

GIVING TUESDAY Join Old Town 
Boutique District and ACT for Alex-
andria for Giving Tuesday, a global 
generosity movement unleashing the 
power of people and organizations 
to transform their communities and 
the world. Shop at local stores, order 
a meal and do good all at the same 
time. For one day, Alexandria’s stores 
and restaurants will donate a percent-
age of their sales to five local chari-
ties: Alexandria Tutoring Consortium, 
ALIVE, Animal Welfare League of Al-
exandria, Four Mile Run Conservatory 
Foundation and Neighborhood Health. 
Time: All day 
Location: Throughout Old Town 
Information: www.oldtownbusiness.
org

DECEMBER 2

CHOPIN: THE SPACE CONCERT 
At the historic residence of the first 
U.S. President, George Washington, a 
unique concert will take place combin-
ing space technologies with the time-
less beauty of Frédéric Chopin’s music. 
The outstanding Polish-American 
pianist Tomasz Robak will play eight 
Chopin’s masterpieces, illustrated with 
the most beautiful photos of the planet 
taken from the panoramic dome of the 
International Space Station. The con-
cert can also be streamed online. 
Time: 6:40 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mt. Vernon Memorial 
Highway 
Information: www.chopin.space/en/

DECEMBER 4

ALEXANDRIA DRIVE-IN PRES-
ENTS: “THE BOURNE IDENTITY” 
ALX Community and The Garden 
have teamed up to provide a fami-
ly-focused drive-in movie theatre for 
Fall 2020. What began as a six-movie 
series has turned into a huge commu-
nity initiative to bring entertainment 
and joy to our community in this time 
of need. This is a screening of the 
action-thriller classic, “The Bourne 
Identity,” starring Matt Damon as the 
titular amnesiac assassin.  
Time: Gates open at 6:45 p.m. 
Location: 5001 Eisenhower Ave. 
Information: www.alexandriadrivein.
com/movies

DEL RAY ARTISANS’ 25TH 
ANNUAL FINE ART AND FINE 
CRAFT HOLIDAY MARKET During 
the first three weekends in December, 
Del Ray Artisans’ 25th Annual Holiday 
Market will offer unique handcrafted 
fine arts and crafts from local artists. 
As always, the artists are presenting 
a variety of media, including botanical 
drawings, fiber/textiles, glass, jewel-
ry, mixed media, mosaics, painting, 
paper crafting, photography, pottery/
ceramics, sculpture, watercolor, wood 
turning and more. Different artists are 
featured each weekend. 
Time: Fridays 6 to 9 p.m., Saturdays 
and Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.delrayartisans.org

DECEMBER 5

TORPEDO FACTORY ART CEN-
TER HOLIDAY FESTIVAL The 
Torpedo Factory Art Center’s annual 
holiday event moves online for a 
series of select art projects and down-
load-ables to enjoy with loved ones. 
Stop by the Art Center to visit artist 
studios and shop for holiday gifts or 
browse Torpedo Factory’s website for 
links to studio artists' online shops.  
Time: All day 
Location: Virtual 
Information: www.torpedofactory.org

CALENDAR

EDITOR'S NOTE:
The Times encourages residents to continue to follow Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s “Safer at Home” guidance, to maintain physical distance 
from others and to wear masks in public.

Shop Small

while they eat. Throughout 
the holiday season, Hops is 
also offering a virtual “12 
beers of Christmas,” “8 Whis-
keys of Hanukkah” and a 
monthly craft-brew subscrip-
tion featuring exclusive beers 
from local breweries. 

“The big thing about 
Hops n Shine is that we are 
big on experiences, so the 
craft-making and the holiday 
cards, it’s something more 
than just going to a restau-
rant,” C.J. Cross, managing 
partner at Hops n Shine, said. 
“For families right now, they 
are craving this kind of thing 
— an activity for the kids to 
do, and the parents can relax 
for an hour or two.”

Old Town Sock Co
Add some fun to holi-

day stockings this year with 
unique socks from Old Town 
Sock Co. 

This sock shop in Old 
Town features a variety 
of fun and affordable sock 
options for all your stock-
ing-stuffer and gift-item 
needs.

With more than 1,500 
prints, colors and designs, 
you’re sure to find the per-
fect pair to give to someone 
special this holiday season.

Shop in-person or online 
at oldtownsockco.com.

The Hive
Maybe the person you’re 

shopping for loves keeping up 
with the latest fashion trends. 
If so, The Hive and The Shoe 
Hive have a variety of gift op-
tions including designer ap-
parel, shoes and accessories.

These twin boutiques 

in Alexandria’s historic 
shopping district provide 
clothes and shoes from pop-
ular brands such as Rag & 
Bone, Tibi, Golden Goose 
and more. They are current-
ly offering a specific line of 
gift options as well, includ-
ing advent calendars with 
pins, charms, stamps and 
other goodies and smaller, 
more affordable options like 
jewelry, mugs and journals.

Shop The Hive and The 
Shoe Hive in-person or on-
line at theshoehive.com.

Whether it’s hand-made 
locally-crafted goods or a 
fun family experience you’re 
craving, spend your holiday 
shopping in Alexandria’s own 
small businesses this year, 
and spread holiday cheer to 
your loved ones while sup-
porting local businesses too.

-lsullivan@alextimes.com 

PHOTO/ OLD TOWN SOCK CO.
Fun socks are the perfect holiday stocking stuffer, available at Old Town Sock Co., which offers 
more than 1,500 different prints, patterns and designs of socks in-store or online.
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HOMES
Holiday decor
Take the stress out of holiday entertaining. | Page 22

BY MARA BENNER

In the popular HBO series, 
“Game of Thrones,” a con-
stant mantra was, “Winter is 
coming.” Little did the writers 
know how real that mantra 
would be for Alexandrians and 
the rest of the northern hemi-
sphere this season. Resilience 
training and a focus on our 
health and wellbeing is critical 
as we continue to physically 
distance over the next couple 
of months. 

Don’t despair. There are 
many creative ways to en-
joy the upcoming months 
by exploring Alexandria, 
connecting with family and 
friends in new ways, begin-
ning a long-awaited hobby 
and more.  

Explore Alexandria
While we maintain phys-

ical-distancing and avoid 
traveling outside of our local 
area, why not become a tour-
ist in Alexandria? Our city of-
fers wonderful excursions and 
free ways to explore. Some 
options are virtual while oth-
ers are self-guided experienc-
es. Check out a complete and 
updated list at https://blog.
visitalexandriava.com/free-
things-to-do-alexandria.

Shopping for the holi-
days?  

Now more than ever, Alex-
andria businesses and restau-

rants need your support. As 
you begin to shop for the 
holidays, here is a list of local 
and personalized options for 
your gift giving. You have the 
added incentive of supporting 
our local economy, too.

Virtual Art on the Ave-
nue: Rather than just one 
day, Art on the Avenue is now 
available virtually through 
December. Enjoy local art-
ists with the perfect gift for 
your loved ones. Visit https://
www.artontheavenue.org.

Alexandria shopping: Take 
time to view the various shop-
ping options listed here both 
virtual and in person with 
special discounts too.  https://
www.visitalexandriava.com/
things-to-do/shopping.

Del Ray’s Wellness Dis-
trict: Earlier this year, Del Ray 
announced the launch of the 
Wellness District for mind, 
body and spirit. The gift of 
wellness is likely at the top of 
everyone’s wish list. View the 
wellness businesses for gift 
certificates and special offers 
at www.visitdelray.com.

Alexandria restaurants: 
Our local restaurants, pubs 
and breweries are also perfect 

for gift certificates or signing 
up for special offers. View a 
list of your favorite establish-
ments at www.visitalexan-
driava.com/old-town-alexan-
dria/restaurants.

Nonprofit organizations: 
Don’t forget your favorite 
local nonprofit organization 
for charitable gift giving or 
volunteering. For a complete 
list go to www.nonprofitlist.
org/VA/Alexandria.html. 

Everything old is new 
again

During COVID-19 is a 
great time to revisit old en-
tertainment ideas. Do you re-
member “paint by numbers” 
coloring books when you 
were a child? Now you can 
enjoy an adult version. Check 
out all of your options at 
www.paintbynumbers.com.

Prior to COVID-19, you 
may have attended a murder 
mystery dinner party. Now, 
these parties have gone vir-
tual. This holiday season, 
try a multi-layered murder 
mystery game that allows 
you to see friends and family 
from far away. Red Herring 
Games offers a variety of 

dinner party options: www.
red-herring-games.com.

Declutter your house
Time inside this winter 

is perfect for beginning to 
declutter your house, shred-
ding documents no longer 
needed and identifying items 
that may be given to charity 
for better use. 

Schedule the decluttering 
activities to fit your schedule. 
Plan a weekend dedicated to 
reorganizing your home. Or 
schedule it over the colder 
months by room or area. If 
you would prefer some pro-
fessional assistance, contact 
local Alexandrian, Karen 
Gardiner with Simplify for 
Life. When spring arrives, you 
will be happy that you did.

Learn a new hobby
With the world of virtu-

al exploration, there are no 
limits to the opportunities 
available to you. Consider 
what you would love to learn 
or explore. Virtual experi-

ences are available for what-
ever your heart desires.  

Take cooking classes 
with the best chefs, join a 
choir, learn a new language, 
explore photography class-
es, take a course online 
through a local college or 
university, visit the National 
Parks through a virtual tour 
or enjoy an opera from the 
comfort of your own home. 
There are unlimited options 
in every interest or hobby.  

Seek help
The colder and darker 

months ahead are daunt-
ing for many of us. Please 
note that this year may be 
especially hard to navigate. 
As we continue to practice 
healthy physical boundaries, 
it is important to know that 
help is available. The City of 
Alexandria offers an array 
of social services including 
mental health resources.  
Learn more by visiting www.
alexandriava.gov.

The writer is founder of 
Four Directions Wellness, 

intuitively connecting body, 
mind, emotions and spirit. 

The organization is affiliated 
with the GW Center for 

Integrative Medicine and 
offers individual sessions, 

classes and consulting. 
Purchase a gift certificate 

or learn more at www.
fourdirectionswellness.com.

Creativity and resilience preparedness for the winter months
LIFE WELL LIVED

MARA BENNER

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE
Alexandria Celebrates Women
A history of women in state and federal office. | Page 24

Resilience training and a focus 
on our health and wellbeing is 
critical as we continue to physically 

distance over the next couple of months.”
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PHOTO/ HESTIA HARLOW
A 6-foot long garland of magnolia mixed with greens, tallow berries and pine cones is the center piece of this holiday table from Hestia Harlow.

Part 2 of 2
BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

The holidays will look 
different this year, but 
that’s all the more reason to 
make them special. 

The first installment of 
this article talked about 
how a decorative tabletop 
can elevate the everyday. 
For those looking to have a 
festive table without all the 
work, some creative compa-
nies have come to the res-
cue with rentable tabletops 
and party kits.

A growing number of 

fully prepped meals are de-
signed for destressing. In 
fact, even the entire table-
top now can be rented for 
the holidays and other spe-
cial occasions. 

The Hestia Harlow on-
line rental platform features 
745,000 table-setting com-
binations on its website. 
The contactless rental ser-
vice delivers everything to 
your door. When the event 
is over, you pack every-
thing back into your custom, 
COVID-safe, sustainable 
box, and it's picked up the 
next day. Marielle Shortell's 

large event production com-
pany inspired this business.

Another, Bluebird in a 
Box, “takes the effort and 
overwhelm out of planning 
a home-based seasonal 
gathering for friends and 
family right where you are – 
no travel required.” 

Virginia Frischkorn ap-
plied years of special events 
planning to create her party 
kits. Holiday themed pack-
ages starting at $48 detail 
how to set the scene. The 
downloadable kit includes 
clever conversation start-
ers, menus, cocktail recipes/

wine pairing suggestions, 
links to tasteful decor, paper 
or paperless invitations and 
party favor ideas, table-set-
ting how-tos, soundtrack 
playlists on Spotify and a 
timeline/checklist.

Coming soon are two 
other options that include 
handpicked accessories and, 
soon, location services.

This year, linens are es-
pecially prominent. Per-
haps it's because they add 
warmth, color and/or pattern 
and personality, framing ta-
ble settings or providing a 
ground for the tablescape. 

They especially bring basic 
white and beige porcelain or 
stoneware to life.

Elizabeth Lake, aficio-
nado of antique textiles, 
porcelain, fine art and fur-
niture, with a passion for 
flea markets, launched her 
eponymous lifestyle brand 
this year. Her focus is lim-
ited-edition, handcrafted 
table linens sourced from 
mills in Belgium, Italy and 
Ireland, then hand-stitched 
by artisans on the Portu-
guese island of Madeira. 

HOMES 

SEE ENTERTAINING | 23

Take the stress out of holiday entertaining



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  NOVEMBER 26, 2020 | 23 

PHOTO/CRATE AND BARREL
The 90-inch Quadri woven table runner is a strong anchor for this casual table. The stoneware has an 
artisan feel, texture ringed with embossed flakes in a snow-white glaze.

Those kinds of handcraft-
ed materials are especially 
appreciated today. An over-
riding theme for much of de-
cor and tabletop today is to 
design with your heart. Not 
necessarily with what's on 
trend, but with what sparks 
joy. Some current themes:

 
Indulge in nostalgia

This is the time. There's 
something always comfort-
ing about seasonal imagery 
– pumpkins, turkeys, angels, 
Santas, holly, Star of David.

 
Wabi sabi

Embrace the Japanese 
concept of perfect imper-
fection. Kira Faiman of Von 
Gern Home likes the unex-
pected. 

“Go for coordinating over 
precise matching,” Faiman 
said. “Pair tabletop items in 

similar color families but dif-
ferent hues and patterns for 
a look that's fun, unique and 
visually stimulating.”

Go for the gold
Gold flatware and ac-

cessories seem to be every-
where. For good reason. They 
add warmth to the table.

Abandon convention
Break out the fiesta vibe. 

Bold patterns, screen print-
ed or embroidered, bring 
out the boho and ethnic 
feels. Advice from the web-
site Hestia Harlow: Go wild. 
Just choose based on your 
curiosity. Try something 
fun and different.

Go glam
Just like sparkly clothing, 

a little glitter on the table el-
evates the dining experience. 
Especially when you usher in 
the new year.

Built circa 1780 and lo-
cated on picturesque Cap-
tain's Row, this townhouse 
offers 5,100 finished square 
feet and includes a spa-
cious rear patio/garden. 
Coveted amenities include 
two-car parking, main and 

upper-level tall ceilings, 
four fireplaces and gener-
ous room sizes throughout. 
The lower level is finished 
and, rarely seen in historic 
homes, at walk-out level.

Recent updates include 
the newly restored brick 

façade; new and restored 
windows; new roofs; new 
ceilings that reveal the orig-
inal beams in the walk-out 
basement; restored plaster, 
moldings and fascia; a new 
gas heating system and more. 

Enjoy picturesque views 

of the cobblestoned street of 
Captain's Row and live a block 
from the waterfront. Enjoy 
the restaurants, shops and 
lifestyle features that living 
in the heart of Old Town pro-
vides, all while being conve-
niently located near Reagan 

National Airport, the White 
House, Capitol Hill, Amazon 
HQ2 and more.

HOME OF THE WEEK

A piece of history on Captain’s Row

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Location: 117 Prince St.
Neighborhood: Old Town 
Price: $2,495,000
Finished Square Feet: 5,100
Bedrooms: 6
Bathrooms: 5.5
Parking: 2 spaces
Contact:
Heather Corey
TTR | Sotheby's 
International Realty
703-989-1183 (mobile) 
703-310-6800 (office)
www.ttrsir.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 
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COURTESY PHOTOS
Circa 1780 home on Captains Row. Owners bedroom with fireplace. Sunny kitchen with fireplace.
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Women in state and federal office

Alexandria 
 Celebrates Women

BY GAYLE CONVERSE AND  

PAT MILLER

The next United States 
Presidential Inauguration is 
slated to look a bit different. 
For the first time in the na-
tion’s history, the vice-pres-
idential oath will be avowed 
on Jan. 20, 2021 by a woman 
– Vice President-elect Kama-
la Harris.

While this is historically 
significant, it has been a long 
time coming.

While the Golda Meirs, 
Angela Merkels and Margaret 
Thatchers of the world have 
held top leadership positions, 
the U.S. has not measured 
up. In 2019, the U.S. ranked 
75 out of 193 countries in 
terms of gender equality in 
government, according to a 
report from the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union. A 2018 
account from the World Eco-

nomic Forum predicts that 
political gender disparities 
are expected to be around for 
at least another 96 years.

Virginia ranks 25th out of 
the 50 states when it comes to 
the number of female state of-
fice holders. Women currently 
make up 29.3 percent of the 
Virginia General Assembly.

According to the National 
Conference of State Legisla-
tors, 2,145 women currently 
serve in state houses, com-
prising 29 percent of state 
legislators nationwide.

In 2017, more than 50 per-
cent of U.S. voters were wom-
en, but only 30 percent of 
elected officials identified as 
female. A 2018 Pew Research 
Center survey revealed that 59 
percent of U.S. adults – 69 per-
cent of women and 48 percent 
of men – said there were “too 
few women in high political 
offices.” In the 2018 midterms, 

a record number of women se-
cured congressional seats.

Strides have been made in 
the past 50 years. The num-
ber of women elected to state 
legislatures has increased 
fivefold since 1971. According 
to Rutgers University’s Cen-
ter for American Women and 
Politics, women currently hold 
521, or 26.4 percent, of the 
1,972 state senate seats and 
1,641, or 30.3 percent, of the 
5,411 state house or assembly 
seats. Women representing 
various communities of color 
denote 7.5 percent of the na-
tion’s 7,383 state legislators. 

On the federal side, cur-
rently, 102 women serve in 
the 435-seat U.S. House of 
Representatives. There are 
currently 26 women serving 
in the 100-seat U.S. Senate.

A record-breaking num-
ber of women gained a place 
in the U.S. House in the 2020 

election. Because some Con-
gressional races remain too 
close to call, the exact num-
ber of seats in both the U.S. 
House and Senate that will 
be filled by women is unclear. 

As of Nov. 12, 134 women 
have been elected to serve in 
both chambers, surpassing 
the 127 women who current-
ly hold office. In the House, at 
least 109 women are expected 
to serve, making up more than 
25 percent of all seats, accord-
ing to CAWP.  So far in Sen-
ate elections, 25 women are 
expected to serve next year, 
comprising about 25 percent 
of all Senate seats in 2021. 

When the 117th Con-
gress convenes in January, 
the freshman class in the 
House will include at least 
25 non-incumbent women. 
The Senate will welcome 
four women and the House 
will welcome 44 women from 

various communities of col-
or, respectively.

The journey to our na-
tion’s first woman vice pres-
ident-elect has been a long 
time coming. American wom-
en have indeed come a long 
way in the past 100 years but 
have a long way to go.

In the next Alexandria 
Celebrates Women column, 
we’ll explore women who 
not only broke ground, but 
broke the glass ceiling of 
American politics.

The writers are founders 
of Alexandria Celebrates 
Women, a nonprofit that 

is commemorating the 
centennial of women’s 

suffrage and highlighting 
influential women throughout 

the city’s history. Contact 
them at Alexandria 

CelebratesWomen@
gmail.com.

FILE PHOTO
The United States Capitol.
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Weekly Words

FALSE NEGATIVE by Zhouqin Burnikel edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

MIGUEL AMAYA (41), of Alexandria, Nov. 10, 2020

JOSEPH JOHNSTON (73), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 14, 2020

GRACE KELLER (84), of Alexandria, Nov. 14, 2020

WILLIAM SISK (80), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 14, 2020

DOROTHY B. UNKLE (78), of Alexandria, Nov. 18, 2020

MILDRED WALKER (71), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 15, 2020

ACROSS
1. Warm and cozy
6. Thunderstruck
10. Bleachers regular
13. Zoomed
17. "Hello" singer
18. Goop at the Kids' Choice 

Awards
19. Societal woes
20. Drink within "hot chocolate"
21. Body of rules regarding beef-

steaks?
23. Influx of vagabonds?
25. Clean Air Act target
26. Treat that helps you focus 

short-term
27. Prohibited practice
29. Out in farm country
30. Cook incompletely
34. "Tsk, tsk!"
36. Inexperienced four-star naval 

officer?
40. Male turkey
41. "Don't Start Now" singer Lipa
44. ___-garde
45. Penguins and puffins
47. Figure skating legend Dorothy
49. Chikara knife maker
50. "Ithaca" director Ryan
51. "Skip to My ___"
53. Encouraging lead-in to "boy" 

or "girl"
54. ___ Arbor
55. Pol supporters
59. Biography of a feudal butler?
63. Bluish green
65. Tibetan priest
67. Fruits often pitted and stuffed
68. Civil rights activist Simone
69. "It doesn't hurt me much"
72. Enchanting
74. Makes an inquiry
76. "All right, that wasn't true"
78. Jedi foe
79. Per person
83. Famous House leader?
86. ___ Patrick Harris
88. Org. seeking clean air
89. Winged Greek god
90. "How come?"
91. Director Anderson
93. Gobi refuge
95. Took big steps
97. Made a clutch putt, say
102. Ballet skirts
103. Friend of Frodo
104. Cool, in the '80s
106. Question to a relocated 

Alaskan?
108. Buffet unit
111. Criticize harshly
112. Fresh coconut insert
114. Slants

116. Pollen collector
117. Tablet with a passcode
121. Photo event for Amazon's 

tablet?
123. Polite request to read "The 

Highwayman"?
127. Hand sanitizer additive
128. Steamed dim sum items
129. Really bugged
130. Place for an eagle cam
131. Frequently emailed docs
132. "... man ___ mouse?"
133. Either of a kid's parents?
134. Eyeliner mishap

DOWN
1. Tigers, e.g.
2. Tony winner Leslie ___ Jr.
3. Office message
4. Politicians' lapel adornments
5. Thus far
6. Pie preference
7. Finish first
8. Taking Back Sunday genre
9. Fender flaw
10. Rug's place
11. Just about
12. Hawaii Cryptologic Center org.
13. Rugby play
14. Went all out
15. Queen with ice powers
16. Nonagenarian celebrity Arlene

18. Dives with a tank
19. Emphasized, as some text
22. Folklore menace
24. Reality show action
28. In the distance
31. Behave badly
32. Muslim cleric
33, Defamation in print
35. Blah
36. Bother greatly
37. Sheep-related
38. White of "Wheel of Fortune"
39. Not flexible
42. Extremely
43. "Such a pity!"
46. Liqueur in an Alabama Slam-

mer
48. National Museum of the Phil-

ippines locale
52. At the scene
56. The whole enchilada
57. Spiritual leader of Islam
58. Happy face symbols
60. Relatives, slangily
61. Incoming flight figs.
62. De Armas of "No Time to Die"
64. In your way?
66. Sportswear company
70. Psychedelic drug
71. "Yikes, a spider!"
73. X, in a sorority name
74. Major artery

75. Impervious to severe weather
77. Truman upset him in 1948
80. Green sauce for linguine
81. Poppy-derived drug
82. Out of fashion
83. Suffix that makes an adjective 

a noun
84. React to the heat
85. Mulligans
87. "___ luck!"
92. Like cotton candy
94. Dorothy's caretaker
96. Some chess outcomes
98. Grown-ups
99. 2010s Chevy hybrid
100. "Whew, what a long day!"
101. Best for picking
105. Roundabout route
107. Leak slowly
109. Places to go fishing
110. Shrek's love
112. Break suddenly
113. Revealed, as secrets
115. Surprise setback
118. Whittle (down)
119. Macau's continent
120. Doe or fawn
122. "Chernobyl" network
124. Lead-in to laryngology
125. Affirmative vote
126. ___ Vegas Raiders
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To the editor: 
As I read the Nov. 12 Alexandria Times 

editorial, “Back to the classroom,” and let-
ters to the editor about our public schools 
remaining closed, it was evident that the an-
ger, helplessness and exasperation on behalf 
of families, students and our community has 
reached a boiling point.

Superintendent Gregory Hutchings wrote 
yet another column in the newspaper that 
had nothing to do with an action plan to re-
open our public schools. Instead our citizens 
were left with another of his writings pro-
moting a false narrative that most aspects 
of American society are racist, we need more 
money for our schools to be effective, low in-
come families are marginalized, opportunity 
gaps between white students and students of 
color must be corrected and so on.

Our school system is funded by the read-
ers of this paper and the voters of our city to 
the absurd amount of $300 million a year. 
The three Catholic grade schools and Cath-
olic high school in Alexandria have been 
open since Labor Day providing a quality 
in-person education to families without any 
closures or COVID-19 outbreaks for close to 
three months.

Our Catholic schools are operating in the 
same city, dealing with the same virus but have 
pressed forward to educate because they have 
more courage and leadership than our elected 
public school board and superintendent.

Many Alexandrians cannot afford to send 
their children to Catholic school like the su-
perintendent can. If he is sincere about his 
editorials and concerned about equality and 
equity, then open the schools and help the 
low-income, marginalized and deserving 
students that need to be educated and prac-
tice what you preach.

The excitement surrounding President-elect 
Joe Biden’s election victory will have little ef-
fect on Alexandrians’ daily lives. The election 
that matters will take place next year for school 
board and city council. If you are unhappy with 
the way things are being run in Alexandria, get 
behind candidates that share your views – or 
better yet be the candidate yourself.

Without bold leadership or courage to do 
what is best for our kids, the School Board 
and superintendent will continue to deny our 
kids the $300 million education we are all 
paying for.

-Frank Fannon, 
former member, Alexandria City Council

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

This will surely go down as one of the strangest years 
on record, largely due to the coronavirus.

At least 1.3 million people have died of COVID-19 
worldwide, more than 257,000 of them United States resi-
dents. In Virginia, 3,942 people had died of COVID-19 as of 
Nov. 23, including 77 Alexandrians. 

The economic impact has been enormous. The U.S. 
gross domestic product fell by 31.4% in the second quar-
ter of 2020, according to the Bureau of Economic Analysis. 
This decline was felt across sectors and regions, including 
in Alexandria and at this newspaper: The gross revenues of 
the Alexandria Times fell by 37% in the second quarter of 
2020 compared to last year.

The pandemic is also taking a toll on education, as 
schoolchildren learning remotely are falling behind in 
learning, according to the New York Times and others. Iso-
lation and anxiety caused by COVID-19 have also resulted 
in spikes in suicides, calls to mental health agencies and 
drug overdoses, according to RollCall. 

Layer racial unrest and political discord on top, and 
the result is a year in which there’s much to fret about and 
seemingly little to celebrate, let alone give thanks for.

And yet, we know that’s not the whole picture. There is 
actually much to be thankful for, even in 2020.

For starters, the United States successfully held a presi-
dential election, that was fairly if not flawlessly conducted, 
in the midst of a pandemic. Yes, there were glitches in places 
with mail-in voting and at times access to vote-counting. 
And yes, moving forward we need to have a national conver-
sation about voting processes that are and aren’t acceptable.

But the logistical feat that was just accomplished, 
which will culminate in the inauguration of former Vice 
President Joe Biden as the 46th president of the United 
States in January, is a major accomplishment. For that we 
are grateful.

We are especially thankful that effective COVID-19 
vaccines are possibly just weeks away from becoming 
available to the public. The tremendous speed with 
which these vaccines were developed and tested is pos-
sibly the most remarkable accomplishment of 2020, and 
one for which the much-maligned pharmaceutical in-
dustry and, yes, even President Donald Trump, deserve 
our gratitude.

We are thankful for the third quarter economic rebound 
that followed the second-quarter crater. GDP advanced at 
an annual rate of 33.1% in the third quarter, according to 
BEA. As the Alexandria Times mirrored the Q2 overall 
economic downturn, we also experienced the Q3 rebound, 
when revenues bounced back to previous year norms.

Here in Alexandria, though numerous businesses hav-
en’t survived the pandemic, others, including restaurants 
Piece Out and Silver Diner, sustainable grocer Mason & 
Greens and dog bar Barkhaus, courageously went ahead 
and opened. These businesses served as our own local 
phoenix, with new life emerging from the ashes.

We are thankful for the proactive efforts by Alexandria’s 

Thankfulness in 2020

Superintendent promotes false narrative

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not reflect 
the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

SEE OUR VIEW | 28
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To the editor: 
Usually on an editorial page 

or in any politician’s inbox you 
will find complaints that sig-
nificantly outnumber the com-
pliments. With that in mind, I 
would like to do my part to level 
the playing-field. 

I recently called the city’s 
311 number to ask for some 
large abandoned metal items 
to be removed from my neigh-
borhood sidewalk. The staffer 
who answered my call was very 
polite and responsive. The very 
next day city workers removed 
the abandoned junk. In this in-
stance, the creation of Alexan-
dria 311 helped streamline my 

request and contributed to an 
efficient delivery of service by 
competent and responsive staff.

If you work for the city and 
are reading this now, please 
know that we sure do complain 
a lot. Sometimes it is needed. 
But on the whole, we recognize 
how essential you are to our 
community.

We know you are not just 
city workers. You are our neigh-
bors and fellow community 
members. We are thankful for 
the services you work to pro-
vide, especially in the midst of 
a deadly pandemic.

-Bud Jackson, Nicky Lane,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
Wikipedia is the World’s 

Encyclopedia, so I returned to 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Stream_restoration on July 14, 
2020 and added this informa-
tion and reference 38:

“The NCD [natural channel 
design] method has been mis-
applied to small-order, interi-
or-forested, upper-headwater 
streams and wetlands in the 
Washington, D.C., Metropoli-
tan Region where this method 
needlessly destroyed parts of 
natural forest ecosystems.”

Since I added this infor-

mation, Wikipedia edited it 
and somewhat changed what I 
wrote, but left in the reference. 
I add that in the lucrative U.S. 
stream-restoration business, 
some companies have “re-
stored” many streams without 
adequately using informative 
conservation, ecological and 
geological knowledge and un-
derstanding of the streams.

Every natural stream is 
a unique living museum of 
Earth’s challenged biodiversity.

-Edward M. Barrows,
Professor of Biology, 

Georgetown University 

Thankful  
for city workers

All should battle
for healthy streams

Poor Robert's Ruminations
with Rob Whittle

A sports column
This month’s column will be on sports. 

No, not like Tom Boswell, Michael Wilbon 
or Tony Kornheiser. Well, maybe a little 
like Kornheiser.

Did you ever have the opportunity to 
wake up in the morning and be able to do 
something so different from 
your everyday life that you say 
to yourself, “I can’t believe I’m 
actually doing this!”

Such was the case with me 
for a few football seasons when 
I became the “mouth of the 
Maroon.” The Episcopal High 
School football team in Alex-
andria had never had a public 
address announcer until my 
predecessor, who only called a 
few games. A hidebound, traditional pro-
gram, it was all old-school, all the time. 
I visited him in the booth one game and 
thought to myself, “Hey, I could do this.” 
So, at the start of the next season, I did.

I decided at the outset that I would 
try to bring some color to the job. I add-
ed music, beginning each game with the 
theme from Monday Night Football, and 
playing some rock ‘n roll at halftime.

What got me in hot water with the 
head coach, though, were mostly extem-
poraneous proclamations. I called them 
head-snappers, as in when I made a com-
ment, the coach’s head would snap around 
to glare at me. This, alas, became a theme 
throughout my P.A. career at EHS.

Every game announcer needs a spot-
ter, the person with the binocs who 
tells you who made the tackle and how 
many yards were gained. For this vi-
tal job, I tapped Page, one of my oldest 
friends and an EHS alum. Bad choice. 
The uber-laconic Page is the last person 
you’d want in the position of urgently 
transferring information. After many a 
play, I was left hanging without being 
able to announce the specifics. After al-
most every game, I would bark, “Page, 
you’re fired,” which would be answered 
by a sly smile.

I set the tone during our first game 
against Bishop Ireton. The Septem-
ber weather was hot and humid and the 
players were dropping like flies with 
leg cramps. At the end of the half, I an-

nounced, “The first half has been brought 
to you by Gatorade and Alexandria Hos-
pital’s emergency room.” A head snapper 
if there ever was one.

One of the most fun themes I had 
was using players’ names to make lit-

tle statements. For example, 
when a defensive back named 
Johnny Bond would make a 
play, I would invariably bark in 
my best Sean Connery imita-
tion, “Tackle by Bond. Johnny 
Bond.” Then there was a kid 
named Buck Armstrong whose 
name sounded like a cowboy’s. 
“Catch made by Buck Arm-
strong out of Austin, Texas!”

Being the P.A. guy was a 
bully pulpit. I’d spot old friends in the 
crowd and say random things about 
them: “Episcopal High School would 
like to extend a special welcome to 
the Ravenels, former ‘Parents of the 
Year.’” Or, “Episcopal High School wel-
comes Sweet Swingin’ Charlie McLen-
don.” Charlie was anything but a sweet 
swinger of the golf club. I just thought 
it was a cool nickname.

My biggest head-snapper was in a 
game against Collegiate, which featured 
Russell Wilson, future NFL superstar. An 
EHS receiver, who himself went on to the 
NFL, was having a big day. After his sixth 
catch for a long touchdown, I yelled, “Put 
that boy on restriction. He’s smokin’!” 

That one precipitated an emergency 
meeting with the coach later that week. A 
Collegiate mom, who was a friend, didn’t 
speak to me for years. We can now laugh 
about it. Sort of.

To this day, people think I got fired. 
Not so. I decided to retire when the 
coach moved on to another job so as not 
to be a distraction to the incoming re-
gime. It had nothing to do with hitting 
the wrong button on my iPhone in an 
attempt to play the National Anthem 
and, instead, playing “Hurts So Good” 
by John Mellencamp.

Rob Whittle is CEO of Williams Whittle 
Advertising and is the author of two 

historical novels, “Pointer’s War” 
and “Pointer and the Russian.”

ROB  
WHITTLE

To the editor: 
As you may know, COVID-19 

transmission is exploding 
across the country. I am not 
convinced that state or CDC 
guidelines are sufficient to re-
duce virus transmission.

Cold weather increases the 
transmission of COVID–19 in 

several ways. First, by possi-
bly suppressing the immune 
response in the nostrils. The 
virus is also viable longer and 
reproduces better in the cold. 
We have less ultraviolet light 
from the sun which kills the 

Cold weather COVID-19 concerns

SEE HUBBARD | 29
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To the editor: 
The number of desks that can fit 

into a classroom is a fundamental 
question, central to determining 
how many students can be safely 
accommodated at ACPS schools. I 
am amazed at how much contro-
versy this simple question has en-
gendered. The School Board seems 
to be stuck on five or six kids per 
classroom.

I understand that the current 
ACPS Virtual Plus partners have at 
least 10 students plus staff safely 
operating in ACPS classrooms right 
now. I wonder if even more is possi-
ble. The ACPS facilities team should 
be challenged to work creatively 
toward maximizing the capacity 
for in-person learning rather than 
focusing on all the reasons why it 
can’t be done.

Here are a few additional per-
spectives on this subject:

• Gov. Ralph Northam’s original 
guidance for reopening Virginia 
schools, dated June 2020, does not 
say that six-foot distancing is re-
quired. It says seating and desks 
should be at least six feet apart 
“when feasible,” and that cloth face 
coverings should be used when at 
least six feet physical distancing 
can’t be maintained.

• In July, the Virginia State 
Health Commissioner sent a letter 
to local superintendents to update 
the guidance for Virginia schools in 
order to “reflect the latest science, 
and the best public heath guidance 
and recommendations.”  Here’s the 
relevant text:

“CDC advises that individuals 
maintain six feet of distance. WHO 
advises that schools maintain a dis-
tance of at least one meter (about 
three feet) between individuals. Ad-
ditionally, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics says spacing as close as 
three feet may have similar benefits, 
if students wear cloth face coverings 
and do not have symptoms of illness. 
Therefore, in school settings, schools 
are encouraged to aim for six feet of 
physical distance to the greatest ex-
tent possible. However, if six feet is 
not feasible, schools should imple-
ment a combination of face coverings 

and a minimum of three feet distance 
between individuals.”

• Joseph G. Allen and Sara Ble-
ich of Harvard’s T.H. Chan School 
of Public Heath published an article 
on Nov. 12 in the Washington Post, 
“Why Three Feet of Social Distanc-
ing Should be Enough in Schools.”

Here’s a brief excerpt:
“The requirement for six feet of 

distancing has forced many schools 
to limit the number of students at-
tending in person and thus has be-
come a key factor keeping millions 
of kids home. That’s a mistake. …
Six feet should be the default min-
imum for adults, but it’s past time 
we recognize that kids are different 
and the importance of schools is 
different, especially for the young-
est learners. Three feet should be 
the default distance for schools.”

• The New York Times ran an 
article by Melissa Eddy on Oct. 29, 
2020, “Why Europe is Keeping its 
Schools Open Despite New Lock-
downs.” It made the following 
points:

–Europe’s latest wave of restric-
tions have largely avoided closing 
schools.

–The German conference of 
ministers of culture, stressed chil-
dren’s right to an education. This 
must take highest priority in mak-
ing all decisions about restrictive 
measures that need to be taken.

–In France, President Emman-
uel Macron said that schools would 
be exempt from nationwide restric-
tions.

–Irish prime minister Micheal 
Martin said that while his country 
could no longer avoid restrictions, 
it was vital that schools remain 
open: “We cannot and will not al-
low our children and young peo-
ple’s futures to be another victim of 
this disease.”

I believe strongly that the ACPS 
School Board is putting a gener-
ation of kids at an unacceptable 
educational and emotional risk by 
keeping them out of school. Please 
do not allow our children’s future 
to be another victim of this disease.

-William Barton,
ACPS grandparent

In-person learning
can be done safely

To the editor: 
I grew up with an absent father and 

an abusive mother. The abuse was so 
bad that if this pandemic had hap-
pened when I was a child, either my 
mother or I would not be alive today.

I hated summers. Yes, what kid 
says that? School was my saving 
grace. I could escape the abuse and 
get two meals a day, which I wasn’t 
getting at home. 

I recently spent some time with a 
“living legend” here in Alexandria. 
He said reports of child abuse to Child 
Protective Services are down. Do 
you think that’s because there is less 
abuse? No, it’s because most reports 
to CPS are made by teachers. He also 
said emergency room visits due to 
child abuse are more than double. 

Equity in ACPS? No, never. These 
kids need to be in school. 

Has anyone ever looked at the 

amount of staff and six-figure sala-
ries at Alexandria City Public School 
headquarters? Do I think we should 
reduce in-school salaries such as for 
teachers, principals and custodians? 
No way.

But the amount of money spent on 
staff at headquarters versus money 
spent on upkeep of schools, or build-
ing new schools, should be addressed. 
Why don’t we let those ACPS staff 
continue to work from home, assum-
ing they are, and use their building 
and our schools that the Alexandria 
Soccer Association is using and get 
some of our kids, if not all on a rotat-
ing basis, back in school?

Overcrowding should have been 
addressed before a pandemic, and 
where ACPS spends its money is rele-
vant. We are the stakeholders.

-Molly Kaiman,
ACPS parent

To the editor: 
The office of the Alexandria City 

Public Schools Superintendent ap-
pears to be preparing for a track meet 
as his expressed interest seems to be 
race, race and race.

In the recent presidential election, 
former Vice President Joe Biden and 
Sen. Kamala Harris, who is of Asian 
and Jamaican descent, were heavily 
favored and the clear winners. This 
duo supposedly offers “new hope for 
public schools.”

The election of Biden with Harris 
as vice president is espoused as over-
coming racism and benefitting the 
future of public education, yet Alex-

andria public schools failed to achieve 
full accreditation during the eight 
years Biden was vice president in the 
Barack Obama administration. 

In fact, ACPS did not achieve 100% 
accreditation until the administration 
of President Donald Trump, under the 
leadership of Secretary of Education 
Betsy DeVos.

Frankly, the office of the super-
intendent seems to naively place 
more faith in political promises than 
demonstrated past results. As an ad-
vocate of public education, I hope they 
are correct.

-Gerald B. File,
ACPS graduate

School shutdown is 
harming children

New hope for public schools

local government to work with and 
support restaurants and retail busi-
nesses in the city during the pandemic. 
This collaboration saved many estab-
lishments from going under.

Regulations were tweaked to al-
low curbside outdoor dining, which 
has not only helped businesses sur-

vive – it’s allowed residents to safe-
ly continue to enjoy one of Alex-
andria’s most distinctive features. 
Meanwhile, loans and grants have 
helped businesses buy needed tents 
and outdoor heaters.

This year has been difficult for ev-
eryone. Yet, even in the midst of dark-
ness, there’s always light if you look 
for it. For that we give thanks.

OUR VIEW FROM | 26
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Despite George Washing-
ton’s declaring a national day 
of thanks in 1789, the con-
cept of a national holiday of 
Thanksgiving met inconsis-
tent resistance in Alexandria.

While newspaper edito-
rials supported the spirit of 
the concept in the 1830s, the 
holiday’s association with 
New England led to Alexan-
dria refusing to celebrate it 
as the Civil War approached. 
Ten years after Appomattox, 
the city still refused to rec-
ognize Thanksgiving, even 
though many of its residents 
worked in Washington and 
thus received the day off.

The Alexandria Gazette 
published a column in 1835, 
that said “we have often 
wished that the good old 
Yankee custom of having a 
Thanksgiving Day, had pre-
vailed in our section of the 
country and with our people.” 
As late as 1853, the paper 
published an editorial asking, 
“Why should not every State 

thank God for his goodness?”
However, in 1858 

then-Mayor William D. 
Massey requested a day of 
Thanksgiving which would 
include closing local busi-
nesses. The Common Coun-
cil, including Benjamin Hal-
lowell and George H. Smoot, 
voted down the request 10 
to three. It was the first time 
the Common Council had re-
jected a mayoral proposal for 
a city holiday. By that time, 
regional rivalries and prej-

udices were making them-
selves known more overtly.

Ten years after the end 
of the Civil War, regional 
grudges led to the City re-
fusing to recognize the na-
tional holiday declared by 
the now-President Ulysses S. 
Grant. The Gazette reported 
that banks and U.S. Govern-
ment offices were closed, but 
other businesses were open.

As far as its residents, 
the paper asserted that “as 
a large number of Alex-

andrians are employed in 
Washington, and were of 
course ‘off’ today, the streets 
showed somewhat more of 
a holiday appearance than 
usual.” But the Gazette also 
claimed that “it would have 
needed a practiced eye to 
detect any appearance of 
thanksgiving among the 
passers on the street.”

Food historians cred-
it the commercialization 
and publication of national 
magazines such as Harper’s 
Bazaar, Good Housekeep-
ing and Godey’s Lady’s Book 
for moving the holiday from 
one of religious piety to one 
of food consumption and 
family reunions. The annual 
publication of recipes, and 
the end of Reconstruction, 
allowed southern states to 
claim a holiday that they had 
resisted for multiple decades.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria. 

OUT OF THE ATTIC
Thanksgiving’s grudging acceptance in Alexandria

Chelsea West  
sales intern  

cwest@alextimes.com

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
Last Week 
What do you think of the Alexandria Film Festival's all-virtual 
format this year?

This Week 
How will COVID-19 impact your Thanksgiving/Christmas/
Hanukkah plans?

75% I've never attended the AFF.
21% They did the best they could during COVID-19, but I 
miss the old format.
4% I like all virtual, and the expanded Q&A's, more than the 
old version.

A) We will not travel this year.
B) We will gather with fewer people.
C) No holiday parties!
D) All of the above.
E) My plans won't change.

virus and produces vitamin 
D. Finally, when the humid-
ity gets below 40%, the virus 
dehydrates, is smaller and 
lighter and travels farther 
than six feet and builds up 
aerosols in interior spaces.

The six feet social dis-
tancing doesn’t work any-
more with humidity below 
40%. 

All of these factors mean 
that it takes less exposure 

to get infected and there is a 
need to mitigate the buildup 
of the virus aerosols inside 
buildings through HEPA fil-
ters, UVC light 222 nm or 255 
nm or a significant increase 
in outside air. With high-
er occupancies in confined 
spaces over time, even a per-
son wearing a mask may be 
infected.

 The simpler fix is to hu-
midify the air inside build-
ings for a minimum of 40% 
and still use social distanc-

ing and lower quality masks. 
At six feet with humidity be-
low 40%, both persons would 
need to wear masks and the 
type of mask may make a dif-
ference. N95 or Kn95 masks 
reduce inhalation of small-
er virus particles – this may 
reduce infections per clinical 
studies.

I recommend that restau-
rants and bars close indoor 
seating or make it extremely 
sparse with partitions divid-
ing people into bubbles and 

rely on outdoor and curbside 
pickup unless they have the 
technology to mitigate aero-
sol buildup like the Silver 
Diner. 

Even with outdoor seat-
ing, care needs to be given to 
make sure bubbles of people 
are separated by partitions 
so there is not a direct line 
from a person’s mouth in one 
bubble and a person’s mouth 
in another bubble.

-Chris Hubbard,
Alexandria 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
DRPT FY22 PUBLIC NOTICE: 
The Virginia Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation 

(DRPT) is accepting 
applications from qualified 
eligible applicants for transit, 
rail, and transportation 
demand management (TDM) 

grants for the 2022 fiscal 
year. The state’s annual grant 
application period is open 
from December 1, 2020, 
through February 1, 2021. 
Transit and TDM funds are 
available through multiple state 
and federal funding sources 
to support transit service, 
human service transportation, 
and commuter assistance 
programs in Virginia. 
Eligible project categories 
include capital purchases, 
administrative and operating 
costs, technical assistance, 
demonstration grants, and 
commuter assistance program 
costs. Funds are available 
for rail initiatives through the 
Rail Preservation program. In 
addition, funding to provide 
access to freight rail shipping 
for Virginia businesses is 
available year round through 
the Rail Industrial Access 
program. Complete details on 
eligibility and the application 
procedures for DRPT grant 
programs are available online. 
To learn more about transit, 
rail, and transportation 
demand management funding 
in Virginia, visit www.drpt.
virginia.gov.  Applications can 
be submitted online at https://
olga.drpt.virginia.gov/. DRPT 
is committed to ensuring that 
no person is excluded from 
participation in, or denied the 
benefits of its services on the 
basis of race, color, or national 
origin, as protected by Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. DRPT will also provide 
reasonable accommodations 
and interpretive services for 
persons who require special 
assistance to participate in 
the grant application process 
as required by the ADA.  For 
accommodations, additional 
information on how to file a 
complaint, please contact our 
Title VI Compliance Officer, 
(804) 786-4440, or 600 E. 
Main Street, Suite 2102, 
Richmond, VA 23219, or visit 
our website at www.drpt.
virginia.gov

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 

Classifieds

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

 

 
 

 
 

 
Notice is hereby given that Luxy Transit Services LLC, 6040 Richmond Highway, 
Apartment 503, Alexandria, Virginia 22303 (mailing address: 3445 Berkeley 
Street, Apartment 543, Alexandria, Virginia 22302), has filed an application for a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity that would authorize: 1. 
Passenger transportation as a Common Carrier over Irregular Routes, providing 
service in the Cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Fredericksburg, 
Manassas, Manassas Park, and Winchester, Virginia, and the Counties of 
Arlington, Clarke, Culpeper, Fairfax, Fauquier, Frederick, Loudoun, Madison, 
Orange, Prince William, Rappahannock, Spotsylvania, Stafford, and Warren, 
Virginia and; 2. The transportation of Medicaid recipients throughout the 
Commonwealth of Virginia as a Non-Emergency Medical Transportation Carrier 
as defined in Section 46.2-2000 et seq. of the Code of Virginia.  
 
Any person who desires to protest the application and be a party to the matter 
must submit a signed and dated written request setting forth (1) a precise 
statement of the party’s interest and how the party could be aggrieved if the 
application was granted; (2) a full and clear statement of the facts that the person 
is prepared to provide by competent evidence; (3) a statement of the specific 
relief sought; (4) the name of the applicant and case number assigned to the 
application; and (5) a certification that a copy of the protest was sent to the 
applicant. The case number assigned to this application is MC2000319KW. 
 
Written protests must be mailed to DMV Motor Carrier Services, Attn: Operating 
Authority, P. O. Box 27412, Richmond, VA 23269-0001 and must be postmarked 
on or before December 8, 2020. 
 
Any protest filed with competent evidence will be carefully considered by DMV, 
however, DMV will have full discretion as to whether a hearing is warranted 
based on the merits of the protest filed. 
 
 
 
 

 

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
844-947-1479

O� er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

Pittsylvania County, Virginia
417 Acre Farm on the Sandy River

Majority in fertile farmland & pasture. 2 homes,
3 ponds, 1.6mi of river front. Offered in 3 tracts.

TRFAuctions.com   |   434.847.7741   |   VAAF501

Fri. Dec.11
Bid live or online!LAND AUCTION

240 Keatts Ln, Danville, VA

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-0001
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auctions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofing, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby 
Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power outages. 
FREE 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738  Special financing 
for qualified customers.

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

LIVESTOCK SALE
TOTAL PERFORMANCE BULL 
SALE. Friday, December 4, 
2020 at Noon. Featuring 
178 Angus, Polled Hereford, 
Gelbvieh and Balancer bulls. 
Knoll Crest Farm, Red House, 
VA. Pre-register before sale day 
by calling 434-376-3567 or at 
www.KnollCrestFarm.com.

REAL ESTATE
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 

757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

WANTED TO BUY
FREON WANTED: We 

pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114.Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-313-9671 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

Classifieds

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia      $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi          $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta     $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Off er valid at es-
timate only. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 
99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  Li-
cense# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Reg-
istration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H   

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Subscribe to 
Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get 
your news delivered 
to your email 
Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-
e-edition

Want to get your news a 

day before everyone else?
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Your Dog Friendly Realtor®

HAVE YOU BEEN TO BREWSKI’S BARKHAUS?!

If not...now is the time to visit this newly opened dog park bar in Del Ray! Contact me for $5 off your first visit.

2020

Whether buying, selling, or renting a home, moving with your dog can be a challenge to you and your pet. Working with someone 
who understands and respects your specific requirements can make a huge difference in an already stressful situation.

In addition to being a dog friendly real estate professional, I have been a volunteer dog obedience trainer, and worked with 
several pet therapy groups with my golden retrievers. I recognize that your dogs are a member of the family and should always be 

considered when evaluating your real estate options.

Visit www.lisagroover.com/pet-friendly-real-estate for more information!


