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The Campagna  
Center adapts to 
financial challenges
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

For half a century, Alex-
andrians have flocked to Old 
Town each December for the 
Scottish Christmas Walk Pa-
rade. This year – a year that 
should’ve marked the pa-
rade’s milestone 50th anni-
versary – the event has been 
cancelled.

The Campagna Cen-
ter, a nonprofit that serves 
children and families in Al-
exandria with educational 
programming and services, 
cancelled the weekend-long 
event, which raises more 
than $250,000 in funding ev-
ery year. The loss of funding, 
combined with an increased 
need for services and added 
expenses caused by the pan-
demic, could result in sig-
nificant financial challeng-
es for the nonprofit in 2021, 
according to Tammy Mann, 
chief executive officer of the 
organization. 

“Without being able 
to rely on the support the 
[Scottish] Walk Weekend af-
fords us, certainly as we look 

WMATA proposes 
cutting service at 
Van Dorn, Eisenhower 
Avenue stations
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Facing a nearly $500 
million deficit due to the 
pandemic, the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Tran-
sit Authority proposed a 
sweeping set of budget cuts 
on Monday that would elim-
inate two of Alexandria’s 
Metro stops.

The proposed FY2022 
budget cuts would close Met-
ro service after 9 p.m., end 
weekend service, reduce the 
number of trains and close 
19 stations, including the 
Eisenhower Avenue and Van 
Dorn Street stations, Metro 
General Manager Paul Wie-
defeld said during a Monday 
press conference. 

WMATA also proposed 
salary freezes, layoffs and 
deferring wage increases for 
its employees as part of its 
FY2022 budget.

If approved, these chang-
es would take effect in July 
2021.

WMATA’s Metro woes 
were present prior to the 

School board  
culminates years 
of discussion with 
unanimous vote
BY LINDSEY SULLIVAN 

After a months-long pro-

cess that began this sum-
mer, the Alexandria School 
Board voted unanimously 
to approve the renaming of 
T.C. Williams High School 
and Matthew Maury Ele-
mentary School at its Nov. 

23 meeting.
Many Alexandria com-

munity members have been 
calling for the renaming of 
T.C. Williams for years but 

TimesAlexandria

T.C. to get new name

Hello December! 
The Christmas tree in Market Square as captured on Small Business Saturday.  

The city’s annual tree lighting ceremony took place virtually this year on Nov. 21.

PHOTO/CHRIS CRUZ FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
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Christine Roland Garner
Wishing You a Joyous And  
Peaceful Holiday Season!

BRADDOCK

$835,000 - Contract Pending

One level living in Rosemont just blocks to the Metro, 
Old Town, Del Ray, parks, shops & restaurants! This 

beautiful 1950’s mid century modern brick rambler has 
a great yard with side patio, deck and sunroom addition. 
The home sits back behind a thick hedge and is partially 

fenced and has off street parking.

KINSALE

$290,000 - Sold

This wonderful home away from home on the 
Yeocomico River has a private Pier, 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths, 2 fireplaces AND BEAUTIFUL WATER 

VIEWS! Located in Shannon Park Beach community it 
is at the end of Shore Lane! Ample off street parking is 

perfect for cars and/or boat.

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Another fabulous custom craftsman 
Bungalow by Bluestone Builders in 
Del Ray. Approximately 4,000 sq.ft 
situated on a large 6,500 sq. ft. lot 
with front and back porches! Com-
plete renovation with addition and full 
basement! This home boasts 5 bed-
rooms, 4.5 baths, open concept kitchen 
with family room and French doors to 
a large porch overlooking huge yard! 
Side entry w mud room, finished base-
ment and optional garage. Just minutes 
to the Braddock Street Metro, and a 
short walk to King Street, Old Town, 
North Old Town, Del Ray and all the 
shops and restaurants you can imagine!

DEL RAY

$1,750,000 - Active

A distinguishedhistoric residence located in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria. Built in 1810 this mag-
nificent home had a full state of the art restoration with local builder William Cromley in 2012 and ad-

ditional modern appointments more recently. This awe inspiring home is approx. 4,000 finished sq ft four 
levels and features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, a detached two car garage with an alley access and a beautiful 

side yard with a private walled gardening covered brick patio perfect for entertaining and al fresco dining!

OLD TOWN

$2,700,000 - Active

Since 1988

Weichert



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 3, 2020 | 3 

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Enforcement of state vehicle 
safety inspections resumes

Free COVID-19 testing in December 

The city began enforcing 
state vehicle safety inspec-
tions again on Tuesday, after 
temporarily suspending en-
forcement in August, accord-
ing to a news release.

Inspection stations are 
now open and station staff 
can conduct the process 
without entering the vehicle 
thanks to new state guide-
lines.

Some local requirements 
will still be suspended by 
the city, according to the re-
lease. Residents will not be 
required to display current 
state vehicle registration de-
cals, since the Virginia De-
partment of Motor Vehicles 
is currently experiencing a 
three month-backlog of reg-
istration appointments, ac-
cording to the release.

Existing vehicles registra-
tions can be renewed online, 
but new registrations and 
other services often require 
in-person appointments.

The city has also extend-
ed the deadline for the local 
personal property tax for ve-
hicles and business property 
to Dec. 15, according to the 
release. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

The city is offering a 
series of free community 
COVID-19 testing events in 
December.

In partnership with the 
Alexandria Health Depart-
ment, Neighborhood Health 
and the Medical Reserve 
Corps, the city will hold free 
community testing events on 
Dec. 5, Dec. 8, Dec. 11, Dec. 

15, Dec. 17, Dec. 19 and Dec. 
21.

These events, held at sites 
throughout the city, are in-
tended for those who live in 
the immediate neighborhood 
near the testing site and may 
not have insurance, identifi-
cation or access to care, ac-
cording to the city’s website. 
Identification is encouraged 

but not required.
Residents that get test-

ed at these sites will receive 
take-home instructions after 
and results within three to 
five days.

For more information on 
the location and time of each 
event go to https://apps.alex-
andriava.gov/calendar. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

HOLIDAY MAGIC.
HISTORIC STREETS.

Make Old Town part of your holiday tradition.

Browse things to do and ways to celebrate at
VisitAlexandriaVA.com/Holidays

ONE OF THE WORLD’S MOST  
MAGICAL CHRISTMAS TOWNS

– OPRAH MAGAZINE, 2020

www.acdsnet.org
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–8

START STRONG. 
START HERE.
At ACDS, we challenge and inspire 
students with a rigorous curriculum in 
a safe, welcoming, and student-centered 
environment. The result: confident, 
caring, and future-ready community 
members who distinguish themselves as 

exceptional communicators.

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR • INDEPENDENT LEARNER
COMMUNITY MINDED CITIZEN • BALANCED INDIVIDUAL

Join us for a VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE: 
Dec 8    Dec 9    Jan 7 

pandemic, when decreasing 
ridership and levels of ser-
vice were already a challenge 
for the agency. The impact 
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, which resulted in about 
a 90% decrease in ridership, 
according to the DCist, exac-
erbated the situation. 

In response, WMATA re-
stricted the hours of opera-
tion for Metro trains to be-
tween 5 a.m. and 11 p.m. on 
weekdays. In May, WMATA 
also received $876 million in 
federal funding as part of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act to 
help it balance its budget and 
prepare to scale up its opera-
tions during reopening.

Ridership has since re-
turned to about 20% to 25% 
of pre-pandemic levels, Wie-
defeld said on Monday.

On top of ridership falling 
sharply, Metro’s expenses in-
creased during the pandem-
ic, as it invested $10 million 
in testing, personal protec-
tive equipment and cleaning, 
according to WTOP.

The budget cuts are “by 
no means a doomsday sce-
nario,” Wiedefeld said, but 
local politicians beg to dis-
agree. 

In a press release, Rep. 
Don Beyer called the cuts 
“apocalyptic” and that they 
would “devastate [Metro’s] 
workforce.”

“This catastrophe must 
not be allowed to happen, 
and Congress can prevent it 
by passing a new aid pack-
age,” Beyer said. “WMATA 
is not alone in its massive 
funding shortfall, which is 
a direct result of the pan-
demic. Cuts like this will hit 
across the country without 
robust aid for state and lo-
cal governments and specific 
targeted funding for transit.”

Mayor Justin Wilson took 
to social media on Tuesday, 
criticizing WMATA’s pro-
posed budget cuts and the 
impact they would have on 
the city and region.

“This is what the worst 
case scenario looks like and 
should not happen,” Wilson 
tweeted on Tuesday. “This 
will irreparably harm our re-
gion, our economy and those 
that live here.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Eisenhower Avenue Metro Station. 
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ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

December 17
Holiday Gift Guide

December 10
Holiday Gift Guide

have been unsuccessful un-
til now. Superintendent Dr. 
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D., 
attributed the recent success 
to the growing support and 
high student engagement 
that has occurred over the 
past several months. 

“I think it means a lot 
to this community be-
cause if we asked people 
back in June what they 
knew about Thomas Cham-
bliss Williams or what they 
knew about Matthew Mau-
ry, many people wouldn’t 
have a response,” Hutch-
ings said. “But I can tell 
you today, especially with 
our young people, they do 
know who these individuals 
were and why these names 
should not be plastered on 
our schools.”

The conversation to re-
name the school received 
renewed attention along-
side of the growing outcry 
across the nation for racial 
justice following the death of 
George Floyd in June.

T.C. Williams High School 
opened in 1965 and was named 
after Thomas Chambliss Wil-
liams, an ACPS superintendent 
who served from the 1930s to 
1963 and resisted the racial in-
tegration of Alexandria schools 
following the Supreme Court’s 
1954 ruling in “Brown v. Board 
of Education.”

Maury Elementary was 
named in 1929 after Mat-
thew Maury, who is known 
as “the father of modern 
oceanography and naval 
meteorology” and was also a 

member of the Confederate 
army, according to the ACPS 
website. Maury was a pro-
slavery internationalist who 
represented the Confederate 
cause in Europe and even 
tried to create a new Vir-
ginia settlement in Mexico 
where slavery could contin-
ue after the Civil War ended.

“Some people may argue 
that changing these names 
is somehow changing histo-
ry or erasing it. I disagree,” 
board member Michelle 
Rief said. “We can’t change 
history, but we can change 
what history we choose to 
publicly honor.”

Rief said that names of 
places and buildings are a 
reflection of community val-
ues, adding that she believes 
the values of the time when 
these schools were named 
do not reflect the Alexandria 
community’s current values.

“One of those values was 
that Black and white children 
learn differently and shouldn’t 
attend school together,” Rief 
said. “That was wrong, and 
now we have an opportunity 
to right that wrong.”

Several of the school board 
members and faculty wore 
bright blue t-shirts during the 
meeting with the words “ex-
cellence, equity, engagement, 
empowerment” printed on 
them to display their support 
for the decision.

The school board will de-
cide on new names for the 
two schools at a later date, 
and the name changes will 
take effect in the 2021-2022 
academic year.

-lsullivan@alextimes.com

“Some people may argue 
that changing these names is 

somehow changing history or erasing 
it. I disagree. We can’t change history, 
but we can change what history 
we choose to publicly honor.”

–Michelle Rief,
board member

RENAMING FROM | 1
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More at vdh.virginia.gov, or call 2-1-1 for help with food, shelter or safety.

Wear a mask
in public.

Stay 6 feet away 
from others.

Wash your
hands o� en.

6 ft.

Limit 
your circle.

Cases continue to rise at an alarming rate. We know it’s hard, but all of us                      
must double-down on our eff orts to protect ourselves, our families, and                              
our communities from COVID-19.

Be diligent with the following:

Virginia: Open With Care.
Covid-19 Isn’t Over.
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Always Alexandria
If you're looking to remodel a kitchen, add a bathroom, finish 
a basement, or build an addition, our proprietary CaseStudy‰

process delivers all of the information you need to make the 
best decisions for your own unique project. We'll virtually 
collaborate on ideas, develop three unique design options - 
with your dream design virtually rendered in 3D - and include 
budgeting information and timelines. Visit CaseDesign.com
to set a virtual appointment or to learn more. 

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Alexandria Design  
Studio Now Open
We’re thrilled to open our 4th design studio
at the corner of Washington and King.
Because during these times,
home is more important than ever. 
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on the other side of January, 
we have some serious work 
to do,” Mann said. “This is a 
pretty significant loss for the 
organization.”

When the pandemic hit in 
March, Mann said she knew the 
Campagna Center had to pivot 
quickly to offering its services 
virtually. The nonprofit serves 
more than 2,000 children and 
families every day through its 
before and after school pro-
grams, English language class-
es, mental health services and 
other programs.

The organization turned 
out to be prepared for the 
transition to virtual ser-
vices. Prior to the pandem-
ic, the center had invested 
in the infrastructure nec-
essary for virtual program-
ming. After the lockdown, 
that infrastructure became 
even more vital. 

The Campagna Center 
moved its tutoring pro-
gram and English language 

classes for adults online 
and increased its commu-
nication with families via 
text messaging. One of the 
nonprofit’s early priorities 
was ensuring that the peo-
ple served by these services 
were aware that they still 
had access, Mann said.

“There was a lot of ad-
justing that we had to make 
in the early months to try to 
not lose touch, to make sure 
that people were not without 
access to information if they 
were struggling,” Mann said.

In some cases, the Cam-
pagna Center had to dramat-
ically adjust its offerings.

“We also took to utiliz-
ing grocery gift cards as 
the primary method for ad-
dressing food needs,” Mann 
said. “We were focused on 
mailing grocery gift cards 
as the basis for helping 
families who are struggling 
with food insecurity issues 
[to] have access.”

The center also support-
ed the city’s own grocery 

gift card program and set up 
an emergency diaper bank in 
collaboration with the D.C. 
Diaper Bank. With parking lot 
space reserved at First Baptist 
Church, the Campagna Cen-
ter was able to provide about 
40,000 diapers per month to 
parents in need.

In July, the nonprofit 
started to resume its in-per-
son offerings in accordance 
with statewide guidelines. 
Offering in-person access 
to the center’s services was 
especially important for 
parents who were essential 
workers or were otherwise 
unable to stay at home to 
assist their children during 
school, Mann said.

“It was very, very import-
ant for us to actually find 
ways to be able to serve those 
families, whether they were 
in our early childhood pro-
gram [or] our summer camp 
program that we generally 
run,” Mann said.

COURTESY PHOTO
Two volunteers at a Campagna Center diaper drive. 

CAMPAGNA FROM | 1
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The Campagna Center 
worked alongside Alexan-
dria City Public Schools and 
other nonprofits to provide 
safe, physically distanced 
spaces for education using 
both community spaces and 
ACPS facilities.

For Bridget Shea Westfall, 
whose kindergartener attends 
Matthew Maury Elementary 
School, the Campagna Cen-
ter’s services have been in-
valuable during a challenging 
time for her family.

Shea Westfall and her hus-
band work for different federal 
agencies and are considered 
essential government workers. 
Shea Westfall’s husband was 
recalled to work in person in 
September – just as their son, 
Jameson, started the school 
year. Shea Westfall herself has 

been working overtime, some-
times from 6:30 a.m. to 12:30 
a.m., due to the pandemic, 
meaning she had very little 
time to help Jameson with his 
virtual learning.

“It’s very hard because 
you feel helpless that you 
can’t work from home,” 
Shea Westfall said. “I don’t 
think a lot of people realize 
that there are parents who 
don’t have a job where they 
can work from home or the 
nature of your job is such 
that you can’t give your son 
or your child adequate at-
tention. This year, the Cam-
pagna Center has just been 
really important to us.”

Prior to the pandemic, 
Shea Westfall had been a 
volunteer at the Campagna 
Center, even serving on the 
board for the Junior Friends 
of the Campagna Center. 

When her son began school 
at Matthew Maury, she start-
ed using Campagna Kids, 
the nonprofit’s licensed af-
ter-school program.

Shea Westfall and her hus-
band depended on the pro-
gram, so when ACPS started 
to shift to virtual learning in 
the spring, it was a huge loss. 

“There’s an assumption 
that you’re at home and your 
parent is helping a younger 
child, but we don’t have that 
opportunity,” Shea Westfall 
said. “He’s been asked to be 
very independent as a 6 year 
old, using a tablet when he re-
ally hasn’t mastered reading 
and writing.”

Then, the Campagna 
Center contacted her about 
the childcare programs it 
was offering in collabora-
tion with ACPS. Along with 
a number of other nonprofit 

organizations in the city, the 
Campagna Center started 
offering in-person, full-day 
childcare programming at 
two ACPS schools – Patrick 
Henry K-8 School and George 
Mason Elementary School – 
for working families.

Jameson was one of 100 
students who got accepted 
into the program.

Attending the program at 
George Mason has made a dif-
ference for her son, according 
to Shea Westfall. He’s made 
new friends and has come to 
think of the program’s group 
leaders as his teachers too.

“He told me that he was 
most thankful for ‘school,’ 
and we asked what he meant 
by that,” Shea Westfall said. 
“We’re like, ‘Oh, do you mean 
your teacher?’ And he was 
like, ‘No, I mean Campagna.’”

But shifting back to 
in-person operations hasn’t 
been easy – or inexpensive 
– for the Campagna Center. 
The cost of testing staff and 
purchasing personal protec-
tive equipment for staff had 
already created additional 
financial strain on the non-
profit, and that was before 
the organization cancelled 
the Scottish Christmas Walk. 

Alongside the Scottish 
Christmas Walk Parade, the 
Campagna Center’s week-
end-long slate of events in-
cludes the Taste of Scotland 
Scotch tasting, holiday homes 
tour and Heather and Greens 
wreath sale. The events, 
which were scheduled for Dec. 
4 through 6, are some of the 
organization’s largest fund-
raising efforts, which leaves a 
gaping hole in the Campagna 
Center’s financial future.

The Scottish Christmas 
Walk has become an Alexan-
dria tradition, but the cancel-
lation is more than just a loss 
for those who enjoy the event.

“At the core, [those 
events] exist to fuel the mis-
sion,” Mann said. “When 
you can’t fuel the mission, it 
means there are people in our 
community that are without 
resources that they need to 

thrive, to support the devel-
opment of their children and 
everything that comes with 
wanting to be on a path of re-
alizing your potential.”

In lieu of the Scottish 
Christmas Walk weekend, 
the Campagna Center will be 
organizing a holiday distri-
bution on Saturday for fam-
ilies in its early childhood 
program. Families will get 
a grocery gift card for the 
month, a book for their child, 
a stocking stuffer, pajamas 
and one toy, according to 
Mann. Instead of the annual 
holiday store experience for 
families, the center will be 
providing contactless pickup.

“We are going to be busy 
on the fifth, not with bagpipes 
ringing but making resources 
available,” Mann said. 

In addition to the pro-
grams offered this weekend, 
the organization will also be 
running its Wright to Read tu-
toring program for elementa-
ry school students on Dec. 12, 
as well as a diaper drive. The 
nonprofit is also preparing a 
coat drive to provide winter 
coats to families in need of 
cold weather clothing for lat-
er in December, Mann said. 
The center also continues to 
accept monetary donations. 
Visit www.campagnacenter.
org/get-involved/donate for 
more info.

Although Shea Westfall  
said she will miss the Scottish 
Christmas Walk events, she 
said she is more worried about 
how the financial loss could 
impact the Campagna Center 
and the children and families 
it supports. Shea Westfall still 
plans on donating to the or-
ganization and believes that, 
at a time traditionally defined 
by giving and community, the 
Campagna Center should be a 
beacon of light at a dark time.

“We are as strong as we 
are because there’s an in-
credible base of support, a 
caring community, that real-
ly wants to see everyone have 
a shot at being able to get 
their needs met,” Mann said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

CITY	OF	ALEXANDRIA	
2020	CAR	TAX	AND	BUSINESS	PERSONAL	PROPERTY	TAX	ARE	DUE	

DECEMBER	15,	2020	
 
Due	to	COVID-19,	City	Council	extended	the	2020	Car	Tax	and	Business	Personal	Property	Tax	
due	dates	until	December	15,	2020	to	provide	vehicle	and	business	owners	with	additional	time	
to	pay.		This	is	a	reminder	that	the	due	date	is	quickly	approaching.	
 
Personal	property	tax	(car	tax)	and	the	residential	parking	fee,	if	applicable,	must	be	paid	no	later	
than	 December	 15,	 2020,	 to	 avoid	 a	 late	 payment	 penalty	 and	 interest.	 	 Business	 personal	
property	 tax	 must	 also	 be	 paid	 by	 December	 15,	 2020.	 	 Please	 see	 the	 City’s	 website	 at	
alexandriava.gov/Finance	for	more	information.	
	
Avoid	the	crowds	and	use	one	of	the	City’s	contactless	payment	options.		Pay	by	credit	card	or	
eCheck	on	the	City's	website	at	alexandriava.gov/Payments.		Car	tax	payments	can	be	mailed	to	
City	of	Alexandria,	PO	Box	34710,	Alexandria,	VA	22334-0710.		Business	personal	property	tax	
payments	can	be	mailed	to	City	of	Alexandria,	PO	Box	34901,	Alexandria,	VA	22334-0901.		
	
Payments	can	also	be	made	in	person	at	the	Treasury	Division,	City	Hall,	301	King	Street,	Room	
1510,	 between	 8:00	 a.m.	 and	 5:00	 p.m.	 Monday	 through	 Friday.	 	 However,	 the	 Finance	
Department	strongly	encourages	those	who	prefer	 to	pay	 in	person	to	pay	early	 to	avoid	the	
crowds,	and	to	use	the	drop	box	on	the	Royal	Street	side	of	City	Hall,	which	is	available	24	hours	
a	day.		Payment	must	be	in	the	drop	box	by	midnight	on	December	15,	2020,	to	avoid	the	penalty.	
	
For	 vehicle	 assessment	 questions	 or	 to	 receive	 a	 tax	 bill,	 please	 email	
vehicletax@alexandriava.gov.		For	business	assessment	questions	or	to	receive	a	tax	bill,	please	
email	 businesstax@alexandriava.gov.	 For	 payment	 questions,	 please	 email	
payments@alexandriava.gov.	 	To	speak	with	a	Finance	Department	representative,	please	call	
703.746.4800.			
	

 

CAMPAGNA FROM | 7



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 3, 2020 | 9 

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property 
already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.229.8935

Join The Rivkin 
Group in bringing 
holiday cheer to local 
families this season!

DROP-OFF LOCATION: 
Stomping Ground
2309 Mt. Vernon Ave 
Alexandria, VA 22301

DROP-OFF TIMES & DATES:
Tuesday-Sunday 7 AM - 1 PM
Wednesday-Saturday 4 - 7 PM
Drop-Offs received through 12/10

WHAT:  A Holiday Toy Drive benefitting A Wider 
Circle. We are accepting new, unwrapped toys and 
gifts appropriate for children ages 0-17 years

THANK YOU:  Bring in a gift and get a cup of 
coffee OR a White Chocolate Mocha in a Waffleshot 
as a thank you for your donation, courtesy of The 
Rivkin Group & Stomping Ground!

compass.com

Questions? Contact us at:

therivkingroup@compass.com
Realtors®  |  rivkinresidential.com
Bonnie Rivkin: 703.598.7788
Courtney Rivkin: 703.869.7788

Sponsored by:
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925 S. Columbus St.
$724,900

OPEN 
Dec. 6 from 1-4

Waiting for you is this charming  
2 bedroom 2 bath townhome in 
 sought after Old Town.

Sip morning coffee or afternoon  
cocktails while gazing at your lovely 
landscaped backyard and patio from  
a gorgeous sunroom addition.  
Off street parking a plus.

Offered by Ann Logsdon
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer
703-568-8433
ann.logsdon@lnf.com 400 King Street, Alexandria Virginia 22314

Main number (703) 683-0400

for the New Year
A New Home 

Decision pauses 
previously approved 
re-entry plans
BY LINDSEY SULLIVAN 

On Nov. 23, the school 
board unanimously voted to 
“pause” all in-person learn-
ing in Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools until January, 
backpedaling on previous 
re-entry plans.

The six students in the 
city-wide program who had 
returned to in-person learn-
ing on Nov 5 and the roughly 
100 students who were sched-
uled to return to in-person 
learning on Nov. 30 will now 
continue to be online.

Superintendent Dr. 
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D., 
made the recommendation 
to the school board follow-
ing state-wide restrictions 
that went into effect on 
Nov. 16 that limit gather-
ings from 250 to 25 people. 

He said the decision was 
informed by conversations 
with the Alexandria Health 
Department about concerns 
over heightened risk of in-
fection due to increased 
travel throughout the holi-
day season.

This decision is in direct 
contrast with the board’s 
previously approved motion 
to pursue a return to in-per-
son learning for all students 
K-12 through a phased-in ap-
proach, beginning with stu-
dents with disabilities and 
English learners.

“We are not the only 
people in this pandemic — 
in Alexandria — everybody 
is dealing with this, not 
just in the United States of 
America, but all over the 
world,” Hutchings said at 
the meeting. “And if we’re 
not following the news and 
we’re not using data to 
make some informed deci-

sions, then we’re doing a 
disservice to our children. I 
want to just make sure that 
I will never be impulsive, 
especially when it comes to 
decisions like this.”

The previously approved 
school board decision fac-
tored in “capacity” as its 
main contingency for a re-
turn to in-person learning. 
This new decision includes 
“health metrics” as part of 
its contingency as well.

The metrics Hutchings 
and his team currently use 
to measure a safe return to 
in-person learning include 
the number of new cases that 
are in the community per 
100,000 persons within the 
14 days prior, the total per-
centage of positive COVID-19 
tests in the 14 days prior and 
internal school risk assess-
ments, being the degree of 
implementation of measures 
such as mask-wearing and 

social distancing within the 
school buildings.

Leading up to his recom-
mendation for a pause on 
in-person learning, Hutch-
ings said the city’s health 
department reported more 
than 200 cases per 100,000 
in the community and more 
than 10% of positive tests 
over the last 14 days, placing 
Alexandria in the “highest 
risk” category for transmis-
sion within schools.

Hutchings emphasized 
throughout the meeting the 
importance of protecting 
not only Alexandria’s stu-
dents, but its faculty and 
staff as well.

But some school board 
members continued to express 
concerns about the learning 
losses that all students, espe-
cially those with special edu-
cation needs and K-2 learners, 
are experiencing.

“What I would hate to 

have happen is the board to 
say, ‘Stop everything now,’ 
and then lose the opportu-
nity to educate some of the 
students, [because] we’re 
doing it in a very incre-
mental, thoughtful, only-a-
handful-of-students-way,” 
board member Christopher 
Suarez said.

Hutchings said he under-
stands the frustration many 
community members are 
facing over the decisions that 
he and the school board have 
made and promised to pro-
vide as much transparency 
related to decision-making 
as possible.

“It’s not saying that I 
don’t want to do anything 
about it because we’re work-
ing toward it every day,” 
Hutchings said. “But I can’t 
make the global pandemic 
go away — that’s one thing I 
don’t have control over.”

-lsullivan@alextimes.com

ACPS pushes back in-person learning to January
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703 797 3800  |  HERMITAGENOVA.ORG  |  5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  |  ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311

LET’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

LIVE  ON YOUR OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living 
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the 
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents, 
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to 
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your 
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic 
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you 
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern 
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.

Duke Street  
transitway redesign  
process commences
BY MISSY SCHROTT 

Duke Street is about to 
get a lot more buses.

In early 2021, city staff 
will begin collecting com-
munity input for the future 
of the Duke Street Corridor 
from Landmark Mall to the 
King Street Metro Station. 
The project’s goal is to add 
enhanced bus service along 
the corridor and attract more 
public transit riders, accord-
ing to staff. It could also in-
volve restructuring the cor-
ridor to incorporate part- or 
full-time dedicated bus lanes.

Following the uproar 
from the community when 
the city reduced the number 
of driving lanes on Seminary 
Road, both city staff and City 
Council appear to be taking 
a cautious approach to the 

Duke Street project. At coun-
cil’s legislative meeting on 
Nov. 24, staff from the De-
partment of Transportation 
and Environmental Services 
discussed possibilities and 
timelines for the project, but 
did not commit to a specific 
direction for the redesign. 

“We’re trying to meet our 
strategic plan goals by im-
proving safety for everyone 

along the corridor and en-
abling people to get where 
they need to go and reducing 
driving alone trips through-
out our city, but we want to 
confirm with this council 
that we’re making the right 
investments in the right 
place,” Hillary Orr, deputy 
director of T&ES, said. 

Duke Street is one of three 
high-transit corridors in the 

city identified for enhanced 
bus service in the city’s 2008 
transportation master plan, 
according to the project’s 
webpage. The city was award-
ed $12 million in funding for 
the project from the Northern 
Virginia Transportation Au-
thority in 2017 and another 
$75 million in 2020.

With the main goal of 
making the transitway more 

bus friendly, staff has iden-
tified several possibilities for 
a redesign. Changes could be 
as minimal as more frequent 
bus service and bottleneck 
mitigation, or as extreme 
as fully separated bus lanes, 
similar to the Metroway ded-
icated lanes along Route 1 in 
Potomac Yard.

“The corridor could look 
different on different seg-
ments,” Orr said. “There 
could be portions of it that 
have bus-only lanes, there 
could be portions that are 
shared lanes, but these are 
conversations that we want 
to have with the community, 
and once we understand what 
the community’s vision is, we 
can begin to work that in.”

Several councilors said 
they anticipate a high level 
of community engagement, 
not only because of what 

Another Seminary Road debacle?

SEE DUKE STREET | 12

IMAGE/MAP DATA
Duke Street runs along the red line shown above, and is the most active east-west corridor in Alexandria.
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happened on Seminary Road, 
but because of the number of 
people who regularly travel 
on Duke Street. 

This is why the city is be-
ginning the community en-
gagement process so early, 
Orr said. Discussion about 

the community’s “vision” for 
the transitway will take place 
starting in January 2021, 
then staff will introduce spe-
cific concepts with the com-
munity from summer 2021 to 
spring 2022. The final design 
would be up for approval in 
2023, with phase one con-
struction likely commencing 

in 2024 or 2025.
The city recently put out 

a request for proposal for a 
community engagement con-
sultant to lead the engage-
ment process. The consultant 
will be responsible for en-
gaging various stakeholders, 
such as drivers, walkers, bik-
ers, transit users, people who 

rent and own homes along 
the corridor, business owners 
and civic associations. 

Councilor Canek Aguirre 
questioned why an outside 
consultant was necessary, 
while Councilor John Chap-
man applauded the decision. 

“I would normally say 
something about the fact 
that we’re using a consultant 
to do the outreach, but I do 
think this is going to be a big 
push, so I commend staff for 
kind of leaning in that direc-
tion and saying, ‘Hey, this is 
going to be tough. Let’s bring 
in someone who can hope-
fully help us sort through 
it,’” Chapman said. 

Orr explained that the 
city is taking the unusual 
approach to the engagement 
process in order to build trust 
with community members.

“We’re going about this 
process a little bit different-
ly than we have in the past 
because we really do want to 
build trust with the communi-
ty and kind of come together 
around this project because 
Duke Street is such a key cor-
ridor in our city,” Orr said. 

Duke Street is the city’s 
most active east-west cor-
ridor for public transit, ac-
cording to Mark Schnaufer, 
the city’s Bus Rapid Transit 
program manager. 

“Current [ridership is] at 
2,600, and we anticipate pos-

sibly up to 9,000 ridership with 
improved service,” Schnaufer 
said. “People who might ride 
transit, that’s what we’re try-
ing to target with these types 
of improvements.”

Chapman said he would 
like to see evidence that the 
city will be able to procure 
more ridership.

“We’ve got to be able 
to show, as we make these 
investments, that we are 
getting new riders on, par-
ticularly post-COVID when 
people are going to have con-
cerns about being in other 
spaces with other people,” 
Chapman said. 

Orr reiterated that noth-
ing about the project has been 
predetermined and that the 
final result will be informed 
by public engagement. 

If it’s anything like Sem-
inary Road, the upcoming 
community engagement 
process for the Duke Street 
project could be the start of 
a lengthy, contentious civic 
battle. However, council and 
staff expressed optimism that 
they can do it the right way.

“One of the things we’ve 
heard from a lot of our recent 
engagement with the Alex-
andria mobility plan is that 
people don’t like Duke Street 
the way it is, and at least 
that’s a unifying starting 
point for us,” Orr said. 

-mschrott@alextimes.com

DUKE STREET FROM | 11
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WEEKEND 1

December 6th

through

December 8th

WEEKEND 2

December 13th

through

December 15th

WEEKEND 3

December 20th

through

December 22nd

DEL RAY ARTISANS
HOLIDAY MARKET

2020

 
  

JOIN US
December  

4-6
December 

11-13
December 

18-20

Friday 
 6-9  pm

Saturday and 
Sund ay

11 am-6 pm

Covid 19 
procedures 

in place

Different Artists Each Weekend
Del Ray Artisans Gallery
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria
DelRayArtisans.org/holiday-market-2020

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES Print Ad Template

3 column (6.37”) x 6“

Holiday 2020 — Soap

© Ten Thousand Villages 

      Permission to use this resource as it appears adding your store information.  
Any alterations or use of graphic elements apart from this design must be approved by  
the Ten Thousand Villages Marketing Department, (717) 859-8170. 

 *  Resources are now available to internal audiences on The Village Wire, Ten Thousand Villages’ intranet site.  
If you do not have a login and user password, contact Customer Service, who will set up your access rights.

 Electronic files for this ad are available in Adobe InDesign® CS5 and Adobe Acrobat PDF 7.0.

Handcrafted in India
by Palam Rural Center

Handcrafted
for the holidays

915 King St, Alexandria • 703-684-1435

Give the gift of  
social-distanced ex-
periences this holiday 
season
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

This year’s holiday season 
is all about getting creative.

Tighter COVID-19 re-
strictions and increasing 

COVID-19 cases have left this 
year’s holiday season lacking 
some of its regular cheer. 

Luckily, at a time when 
just getting out of the house 
can feel like a gift, Alexan-
dria businesses are rallying to 
provide creative, experiential 
solutions to your gift giving 
needs. This week’s gift guide 

is focused on experiential gifts 
for anyone who is starting to 
feel the quarantine blues and 
needs a change of pace.

From do-it-yourself art 
kits and virtual parties to 
private wine soirees and cat 
cuddling sessions, these gifts 

Holiday 
Gift Guide

Experience Alexandria

 
 

The perfect gift: a Fontaine gift card in a 
Fontaine canvas bag or blanket. 

FONTAINE Sun-Thur 10 am to 8 pm
Fri-Sat 10 am to 9 pm

Dine inside or “tentside” with heaters,  
carry-out & local delivery 

www.fontainebistro.com | 703-535-8151

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

The perfect  
holiday present:  
A Dishes of India 

gift certificate with 
a 20% bonus!

PHOTO/ KID CREATE STUDIO
Kid Create Studio has do-it-yourself art kits, virtual art classes and virtual art parties for the young artist. 

SEE GIFT GUIDE | 14
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are opportunities for pan-
demic-safe excitement, cre-
ativity and exploration. 

In next week’s gift guide, 
we’ll list our top health and 
wellness-themed gift sug-
gestions.

School of Rock
Consider the gift of rock 

for Christmas or Hanukkah. 
School of Rock, 3260 Duke 

St., a music school that focus-
es on teaching kids of all ages 
how to play, sing and create 
through rock and other popu-
lar music, has some great gift 
opportunities for the aspiring 
rocker in your life.

Through virtual classes 
conducted over Zoom and in-
school, monitored lessons, 
School of Rock is still offer-
ing its signature brand of 
music education during the 
pandemic.

School of Rock gift cards, 
which range from $175 to 
$450, can cover the cost of 
lessons and can be the per-
fect entry point for young 
musicians. 

For the committed musi-
cian, School of Rock also has 
specific, themed summer 
camps that are scheduled for 
summer 2021. Whether your 
young headbanger is a be-
ginner or more experienced 
musician, loves Led Zeppe-
lin or Blink 182, there is a 
summer camp experience for 
them. Until New Year’s Eve, 
School of Rock is running a 
summer camp special: Get 
35% off the cost of a sum-
mer camp by using the code 
CAMP35 at registration.

Kid Create Studio
Winter weather and pan-

demic safety precautions 
will make it hard for kids to 
get outside, but Kid Create 
Studio is here to help your 
kiddos exercise their creative 

muscles. Just get ready to 
clean up the mess.

Kid Create Studio opened 
its Alexandria location at 724 
Jefferson St. in March right as 
the pandemic struck the city, 
but it has transitioned well to 
this new virtual world.

“For people staying 
home, we have live virtual 
classes, live virtual parties 
and we have art kits that 
they pick up all the sup-
plies and it includes a video 
lesson of how to complete 
the project on their own at 
home,” Diane Greenbaum, 
owner of Kid Create Studio 
Alexandria, said.

Live virtual parties have 
been a particularly big hit 
with families this year. 
Want to schedule a birth-
day party or end of school 
year celebration for your 
child and their friends? The 
host picks from a variety of 
fun art projects, including 
newspaper puppies, mosaics 
or fairy houses, and every-
body picks up their supplies 
at Kid Create or has them 
delivered. Then, accompa-

nied by a livestreamed les-
son from an art teacher, the 
party begins.

“It’s very engaging, it’s 
very interactive,” Greenbaum 
said. “It’s not prerecorded, 
and we have had kids just so 
excited, saying it’s the best 
party they have been to.”

Party pricing is based on 
a per child basis and is avail-
able in a variety of packages, 
ranging from $16 per child to 
$25 per child.

Kid Create Studio also has 
a variety of art kits available 
for the holiday season, in-
cluding a holiday slime kit, 
clay Christmas tree or Star of 
David mosaic kit and orna-
ment making kit. Art kits are 
available starting at $15.

For more information and a 
full class schedule visit: www.
kidcreate.com/alexandria.

AR Workshop
The pandemic has been 

an opportunity for lots of 
people to learn new skills, 
and AR Workshop, 1212 King 

Experience Alexandria

Port City Profile

Ten Thousand Villages is 
more than a store. It’s a local 
non-profit, maker-to-market 
movement that helps break 
the cycle of generational 
poverty. For 26 years, Ten 
Thousand Villages has been 
empowering Alexandrians 
to shop with intention for 
ethically sourced wares. 

Buying holiday gifts can 
bring a lot of joy, but it can 
also bring stress. It can be 
overwhelming to determine 
whether the products you 
see on the shelf are ethically 
sourced. Every handcrafted 
item Ten Thousand Villages 
offers has a life and meaning 
behind it. You can trust that 
every purchase and donation 
you make directly impacts 
the life and community of 
its maker in a developing 
country. Your support creates 
opportunities for artisans 
to earn income by selling 
their products through fair 
trading relationships.

Shop at 915 King St. to 
experience the stories behind 
products and join the maker-
to-market movement. Open 
Monday through Saturday 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. or call 703-

684-1435 for curbside pickup. 
You can also shop online at 
tenthousandvillages.com 
(select the Alexandria, VA 
store at checkout) or search 
@villagesalexandria on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

Shop with intention. 
Share in the joy.

COURTESY PHOTO

Holiday gifts that  
can change the world

Name: Ten Thousand Villages
Locations: 915 King St.
Neighborhood: Old Town
Managing Director: Kate 

McMahon
Year opened: 1994 (Old Town)
Type of business: Beautiful 

and ethically sourced goods 
and gifts, crafted by hand for 
home and life!

Hours of operation: Mon-
day-Saturday: 10 am-7 pm; 
Sunday: 11am-5pm

Contact: alexandria@ 
tenthousandvillages.com

Phone: 703-684-1435
Website: www.tenthousand-

villages.com (Please choose 
Alexandria, VA at checkout)

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in 
bringing you the news every week. 
Please show them your thanks by 

patronizing their businesses.

PHOTO/ AR WORKSHOP
For fans of DIY projects, AR Workshop has art kits and design 
projects at a variety of price points.

GIFT GUIDE FROM | 13
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Let’s Eat 
Since 1997, Dishes of In-

dia has been a well-loved Al-
exandria institution tucked 
in the Belle View Shopping 
Center. Chef Ramanand Bhatt 
and his two sons, Naresh and 
Gopal, have worked to offer 
the freshest, most authentic 
Indian cuisine possible since 
opening decades ago. 

Chef Bhatt has followed 
his passion for making Indi-
an food since he was 16 years 
old and worked at a New 
Delhi cafe. By the time he 
arrived in the United States 
in 1981, he had 24 years of 
restaurant cooking experi-
ence. His secret for making 
universally appealing Indian 
food is using only the fresh-

est ingredients and spices. 
For starters, try the 

melt-in-your-mouth naan 
or another small plate or 
appetizer. As for entrees, 
every item on the menu is a 
hit, from the murg makhani 
(butter chicken) and lamb 
chop tandoori to the vege-
tarian daal masala and aloo 
methis jeera.

Because of the pandem-
ic, Dishes of India is offering 
curbside pick-up only. Order 
online and have your meal ef-
ficiently delivered to your car 
so you can savor Dishes of In-
dia cuisine from the comfort 
of your home.

Let's Eat is advertorial content.

Restaurant Name: 
Dishes of India
Location: 1510-A Belleview 
Blvd., Alexandria, VA 22307
Neighborhood: Belle View
Owners: The Bhatt family
Chef: Chef Ramanand Bhatt 
Year opened: 1997
Type of food: Indian
Price range for dinner 
entrees: $14 to $19.50
Service: Curbside 
pick-up only
Temporary COVID-19 

hours: Open Monday 
through Sunday, 
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and 4 to 8:30 p.m. 
Limited time offer: 
Purchase a $55 gift 
card for $50, or a $120 
gift card for $100. 
Phone number: 
703-660-6085
For more info: 
dishesofindia@aol.com or 
www.dishesofindia.com

AT A GLANCE

FILE PHOTO

Dishes of India

Experience Alexandria

St., is here to help you on 
your DIY journey.

AR Workshop is a one 
stop shop for the DIYer in 
your life and offers a wide 
array of workshops for adults 
and families. Sign up for a 
special holiday ornament or 
chunky knit Christmas tree 
workshop at www.arwork-
shop.com/alexandria.

If you’re looking for a 
less guided experience, AR 
Workshop’s DIY-to-go kits 

are also a big hit with mak-
ers and creators. The blan-
ket-to-go kit is $85, with-
out shipping, and includes 
five skeins of chunky knit 
yarn and access to video 
instruction. 

AR Workshop also has a 
sleigh full of festive DIY-to-
go kits available. Select from 
a wide range of projects, in-
cluding custom pillow cov-
ers or wood block sign sets, 
choose a design and pick it 
up when you’re ready. Proj-
ects range from $35 to $175.

Sonoma Cellar
Keep up the holiday spir-

it with a selection of fine 
wines or even a private wine 
soiree at Sonoma Cellar.

With outdoor dining 
along King Street and a qui-
et back patio, Sonoma Cellar, 
207 King St., has plenty of 
pandemic-friendly offerings.

For the wine snob in 
training, consider purchas-
ing enrollment in one of 
Sonoma Cellar’s month-
ly wine classes, which cost 
around $40.

For a family outing, 
Sonoma Cellar offers res-
ervation-only wine tast-
ing experiences. Guests 
will get a custom, pre-fixed 
food menu and, alongside a 
Sonoma Cellar sommelier, 
explore the cellar to pick out 
a bottle of wine for the meal.

“They get to create their 
own dinner and wine expe-
rience,” Elizabeth Myllen-
beck, Sonoma Cellar owner 
and chief executive officer, 
said. “They choose the bot-
tles and get to hunt in the 
cellar and look over our se-
lections with our advice and 
have a really nice time.”

For the adventurous, ex-
ploratory wine lovers, there 
is also Club SoCel, Sonoma 
Cellar’s wine club. Join-
ing Club SoCel at various 
monthly subscription lev-
els unlocks exclusive perks, 
including access to month-
ly bottles of hard-to-find 
wines and special events 
like the Winter Wine Pick-
Up Celebration. Club SoCel 
members can enter at var-
ious levels, ranging from 
$60 to $600.

Maribeth’s Bakery
Impress friends, family 

and even Santa with some 
custom cookies from Mari-
beth’s Bakery.

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

We’ve got special 
holiday wine, 
one-of-a-kind 
wine gifts, and 
even art at  
your desired 
price point! 

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Curbside pick-up! Call in your order, pay, 
drive up and your wine will be ready! 

Now offering food to go! Check out 
items from our new grab and go section! 

Add your favorite wine for a most 
delicious dinner!

Delivery coming soon!

PHOTO/AR WORKSHOP

PHOTO/MARIBETH’S BAKERY
Top: AR Workshop has some holiday-specific DIY projects, such 
as custom ornament making kits.
Bottom: For those with a sweet tooth, Maribeth’s Bakery sells 
holiday cookie decorating packages, complete with icing and 
decorations.

GIFT GUIDE FROM | 14
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And please don’t cry...3-year-old Rambey has smiles for miles!  
This sweet Shepherd-Mix is one happy guy and is now looking for 
a new home...Rambey is cheerful and loves meeting new people 

and dogs.  He is hoping for a new home for the holidays!

VISIT AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment  

THANK YOU

~ You’d Better Watch Out ~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Because everyone  
deserves a home.”

Experience
Alexandria

Known for its pies, pop 
tarts and breakfast breads, 
Maribeth’s Bakery is sell-
ing cookie decorating kits 
through its online portal: 
w w w.mbba ker yont hego.
com. The cookies come in a 
variety of shapes, including 
stockings, stars, reindeer 
and trees, and they come 
packaged with frosting and 
sweet decorations.

Order an individual cook-
ie kit for $7.50 or a larger 
decorating kit for $30. And 
if you’re not partial to holi-
day cookies, you can always 
scroll through Maribeth’s 
mouthwatering selection of 
holiday pies and pastries.

Penny Post
Visiting friends and fam-

ily might not be possible, or 
safe, for people this holiday 
season, but you can still wish 
them “Happy holidays” in 
other ways. Quarantine is the 
perfect time to return to the 
old school postcard.

If you’re tired of Zoom 
calls, Penny Post, 1201 King 
St., has your back with a 
holiday collection of greet-
ing cards, postcards and or-
naments. They range from 
cute and cuddly – a card 
depicting two white rabbits 
outside an illuminated ig-
loo – to the humorous and 
sassy – a card with Santa 
standing next to a bag of 
coal, with the words “Santa 
knows who you voted for.”

Individual greeting 
cards cost about $6, while 
boxed sets of greeting cards 
and postcards, including a 
charming “Greetings from 
the North Pole” postcard, 
cost between $14 and $22.

Communication is key 
during the pandemic, and 
the right greeting card is 
more than just a piece of pa-
per. It could be just the thing 
your family or friends need 
right now.

Mount Purrnon
Looking for the purrfect 

holiday gift? You could do 

worse than an afternoon 
spent with cuddly kittens at 
Mount Purrnon, the city’s 
only cat café and wine bar.

Located in Old Town 
at 109 S. Alfred St., Mount 
Purrnon provides a limited 
menu of sandwiches, small 
bites and wine and plenty 
of adoptable cats in a warm, 
colonial setting. Mount 
Purrnon has partnered with 
Fancy Cats and Dogs Rescue 
Team, which provides the 
group of adoptable cats at 
the café. 

“A visit to Mount Purrnon 
not only provides you with 
holiday warmth – in the form 
of cat cuddles – but also helps 
us save lives,” Kristin Cowen, 
owner of Mount Purrnon, said.

Mount Purrnon sells gift 
cards for hour-long visits, 
$20, as well as $40 daily pass-
es or $80 monthly passes.

Face masks are required 
– and provided – and reser-
vations are encouraged. Visit 
www.mtpurrnoncafe.com for 
more information.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PHOTOS/MOUNT PURRNON
A gift card to Mount Purrnon, Alexandria’s only cat café, provides the perfect opportunity to cuddle 
with adoptable felines.

GIFT GUIDE FROM | 16
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BY VERVEINE WHITE

What have you been do-
ing during the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

This pandemic hasn’t 
been the easiest time for 
anyone, but I think it is es-
pecially hard for kids. Now it 
has hit home. Literally.

Both of my parents tested 
positive for COVID-19 a few 
days ago, but I tested nega-
tive. As a result, they are in 
isolation, and I am in quar-
antine from them and every-
one else.

Here is what I have been 
doing to keep myself busy. 

Others may want to try some 
of the same things: 

• Zooming and FaceTim-
ing constantly with my soccer 
team. They have been very 
supportive, helping keep me 
busy and not feeling lonely.

• Cutting and dying my 
hair and painting my nails. I 
have dyed my hair five times 
already. Note: Don’t try this 
idea without talking with 
your parents.

• Doing arts and crafts. 
My favorite thing to do is 
knitting.

• Playing video games, 
like Minecraft and the Sims.

• Playing Zoom games 

like Pictionary with friends.  
It's pretty easy. Go on Zoom 
with friends, share your 
screen, pick the white board 
option, then draw and have 
your friends guess.

• Bingeing movie series 
like Harry Potter.

• Watching shows with 
friends using Netflix Party. 
This lets you watch shows 
and movies at the same time 
and chat while watching. It’s 
easy to set up.

• Playing with and taking 
care of my dogs, Suki and 
Pippin. 

Before my parents test-
ed positive for COVID-19, 

I hung out with my close 
friends outside a lot, playing 
things like soccer, Among Us 
and flashlight tag. I also took 
my dogs to the dog park.

While my parents are un-
der the weather, I have also 
been eating a lot and obsess-
ing over getting a pet tree 
frog, but that is probably not 
very helpful.

Even though coronavirus 
vaccines might be available 
soon, more kids are going to 
be stuck at home this winter. 
I know it is tough sometimes 
to think of things to do, but 
there are plenty of people, 
young and old, who have 

found ways to stay busy.
Here are some ideas of 

things to do during the win-
ter months while COVID-19 
is still raging:

 • Learn a new language 

Things to do while quarantining this winter

VERVEINE 
WHITE

Winter events
Get in the holiday spirit with these events. | Page 19

Word search
Put your investigative skills to the test. | Page 18

FILE IMAGE

SEE KIDS | 19
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A new episode of 
Speak Easy, the  
Alexandria Times 
podcast, is now live! 

Find us on Spotify, 
iTunes and Google – or 
wherever you listen to 

your podcasts. 

Piano, guitar, voice, 
strings, and woodwinds 

lessons for all ages
 and levels!

Highest quality  
private lessons 

taught by creative 
and engaging faculty

571.970.2615 
opalmusicstudio.com

www.belliesbabies.com
1913 Mount Vernon Ave. 

703-518-8908

Who needs a party 
to wear holiday

party clothes?! COZY
FAMILY
FIREPLACE
HOLIDAYS
HOT CHOCOLATE

JACKET
MARSHMALLOW
MITTENS
PAJAMAS
PRESENTS

SCARVES
SLEDDING
SNOW
SNOWMAN
WINTER
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WINTER WONDERLAND EDITION

Lyles-Crouch student is 
out of this world

Andras Jacobson, a sec-
ond grader at Lyles-Crouch 
Traditional Academy, will 
quiz an astronaut broadcast-
ing from outer space today. 

Jacobson submitted a ques-
tion about the muscular system 
in space as part of a national 
competition. Out of thousands 
of submissions, NASA selected 
Jacobson’s question. 

“Here on Earth, I know 

how our muscles act, but in 
space it may act differently,” 
Jacobson said.

During the NASA live 
stream at 12:30 p.m., Astro-
naut Victor Glover will an-
swer Jacobson’s question, 
broadcasting from the Inter-
national Space Station 240 
miles above Earth.

Go to www.nasa.gov/na-
salive to watch the live stream. 

COURTESY PHOTO
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“THE MOUTH IS THE GATEWAY TO THE BODY,  SO 
WHOLE HEALTH BEGINS WITH ORAL.HEALTH.”

Dental Excellence Integrative 
Center is a Mercury-Free and Mercury 
Safe dental office in Northern Virginia. Our 
mission is to give you and your family healthy 
teeth and gums for life. 
We have the latest technology and procedures 
such as: Drill-free cavity solutions, non-surgical and non-in-
vasive snoring treatments, Mercury Safe Removal (S.M.A.R.T. 
certified) Safe Biocompatible materials and 
Oxygen/Ozone therapy.

FREE 
CHILD EXAM

(under 12)

Cleaning & Images
when scheduling 

with a parent
new resident

offer

Comprehensive & 
Preventive Dentistry:

Holistic Oral Health 
Solutions: 

Adult & Child Orthopedics 
& Orthodontics

(703) 745-5496
care@dentalexcellenceva.com

• Cavity treatment with 
Biocompatible fillings
• Mercury safe removal
• Chao pinhole gum 
rejuvenation technique
• Bacteria & virus  
elimination by laser 
• Root canal therapy with 
advanced laser technique
• Immune system  
reactivity testing
• TMJ therapy

• Advanced dental laser system  
for bone regeneration 
• Innovative oxygen, Ozone 
therapy
• Lip/tongue tie laser release
• Take-home sleep apnea  
study device
• Oral sleep apnea  
appliance therapy

• Braces
• Invisalign
• Dental-Facial Airway 
Improvement
• Dental-facial Airway Develop-
ment through alternative 
Osteopathic ALF Appliance for 
Children
• Anterior Facial Growth  
Guided Appliance Therapy

NEW 
PATIENT

SPECIALS 
AVAILABLE

Call us and mention 
NEWRESIDENT for  

more details.

Head to Ice & Lights: The Winter Village at 
Cameron Run for the one of the best holi-
day light displays in Alexandria. The village 
includes an ice skating rink, festive displays, 
food, music and more. Masks are required. 
Date: Open daily through Jan. 3 
Time: 5 to 10 p.m.
Location: 4001 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: www.novaparks.
com/events/ice-lights

ICE & LIGHTS: THE WINTER VILLAGE

The annual Del Ray tree lighting will be 
virtual this year. Watch the festivities in a 
livestream celebration featuring a musical 
performance by the Alexandria Singers, 
an appearance by Santa and a countdown 
to the tree lighting. Register at the link 
below. The Del Ray community will also 
light the Menorah at 6:30 p.m. each night 
of Hanukkah, from Dec. 10 to Dec. 18. 
Date: Dec. 6
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://bit.ly/3lrVIz6

DEL RAY VIRTUAL TREE LIGHTING

or American Sign Language. 
You can do this by learning 
a new word or letter each 
day or by downloading a lan-
guage learning program. 

• Knitting is really fun, 
and I love it. You can learn 
online or even buy a “learn 
to knit kit” with instruc-
tions. Make a scarf or some-
thing for an elderly neighbor 
or relative.

• Call or write to some-
one older than you. Maybe 
drop a note off at an elder-
ly neighbor’s house or make 

several cheery cards for peo-
ple at a nursing home. Just 
getting mail can be exciting 
for some of the residents. In 
the note you can talk about 
the weather or the holidays 
or describe a favorite place 
in Alexandria. 

• Go on a tour or visit a 
museum. Some options in Al-
exandria are the Alexandria 
Historical Old Town Ghost 
Tours, Manumission Tour 
Company's African American 
history tours, Carlyle House, 
the Apothecary Museum, 
Lee-Fendall House and Gads-
by's Tavern. A lot of these 

places have virtual tours, too.
• Take an online art class.
• Learn to play an instru-

ment by taking lessons on-
line or in person.

• Talk to your parents about 
shoveling snow for neighbors 
if it snows this winter.

• Keep a gratitude journal 
and write down things you 

are thankful for each day. 
• Ask your parents if there 

are things you can do to earn 
money around the house or 
in the yard.

I know winter is going to 
be hard for kids and adults 
while COVID-19 is still here. 
Find several things you like 
to do on your own or with 

friends via Zoom and go for it.
Maybe by this time next 

year, we will all know how 
to knit, play Zoom games or 
maybe even speak a different 
language.

The writer is a student 
at George Washington 

Middle School. 
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Weekly Words

THIS AND THAT by Paul Coulter edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

MERLYN F. COSTIGAN (92), of Alexandria, Nov. 15, 2020

DONALD L. DASHER (75), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 24, 2020

LOUISA MCALLISTER (81), of Alexandria, Nov. 22, 2020

PEGGY O’CONNELL (85), of Alexandria, Nov. 6, 2020

STELLA PERRY (80), of Alexandria, Nov. 23, 2020

LORRAINE SNYDER (88), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 19, 2020

BARBARA A. WRIGHT (73), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 26, 2020

ACROSS
1. Civil rights activist Chavez
6. Body part within "earmuff"
9. N.C. State is in it
12. Narcissist's love
16. "Turn down this proposal!"
17. Average, in statistics
19. Beauty balm brand
21. History Muse
22. Move words around
24. Ball game in Las Vegas?
25. Computer operator
26. Wellness centers
27. Philadelphia's time zone
29. Baseball or basketball marking 

(or, in different senses, the 
first word + the last word of 
124-Across?)

31. Noted Chinese philosopher
33. A long way off
35. Marries in a hurry
36. Laughable
39. Penniless
42. Barbara Gordon's alter ego (... 

103-Across?)
44. Do the tango, say
45. Hex, for one
48. Distinctive time span
49. + or - particle
51. One might spin jumpers
52. Extreme dullness
54. Poker player's giveaway

56. YouTube journal
58. Faint
60. Coll. senior's test, perhaps
61. Pinot noir or sauvignon blanc
63. Got into a lather?
68. Dog walker's handful
71. Shuts loudly
73. Sushi restaurant utensil (... 

22-Across?)
75. "___ luck!"
76. Flying home?
78. Winter supply for a ground crew
79. Country in Asia's Golden 

Triangle
80. Key near Ctrl
81. Brewery order
83. Peace Nobelist Desmond
85. Alternative to she or he
88. Certain fir
91. Wind direction indicators
96. Cacophony
97. Gold, in Acapulco
98. Pedal a bike
99. Garlicky mayonnaise
100. Corrode (... 39-Across?)
103. Inconsistent
106. Ends up costing
107. Maine's third-most populous 

city
109. Part of a jazz combo
110. Fate
113. Words with very similar 

meanings, or a theme hint

115. Tap, as savings
117. Tabloid twosome
121. Italian for oil
122. Diamond Head locale
124. Ordinary members of an 

organization
126. Covering in the news?
127. Japanese soup noodle
128. "Auld Lang ___"
129. Ancient German
130. Merino mothers
131. Big fuss
132. Barrett of Pink Floyd
133. "Great blue" bird

DOWN
1. Brilliant triumph
2. Blues singer James
3. Slimy marine mollusk
4. Author Beattie
5. Beverly Hills shopping desti-

nation
6. Accumulate
7. Took a break
8. Australian buddy
9. "All systems go"
10. Bass ___ (cello music symbol)
11. Paddled at camp
12. Carved artistically
13. Beast of Borden
14. Property encumbrances
15. Golfer's "Watch out!"
16. Silicon Valley investors, briefly

18. Battle with foam projectiles
20. "Hold on ... back up a bit"
23. Congratulatory touch
28. Billy's partner
30. Jeweler's glass
32. "Positions" singer Grande, to 

fans
34. Track competition
36. Help in crime
37. Undecorated
38. In a steadfast way
40. Not even
41. Stereotypical pro gamer
43. Online chuckle
46. Flashy events?
47. Some attract big fish
50. Have a snack
53. Arizona city or landform
55. Leg, for instance
57. "Well done!"
59. Variety
62. Hush-hush grp.
64. Act like
65. Letter after chi
66. "Yada, yada, yada" (Abbr.)
67. Try to lose weight
69. Chicken ___ king
70. Grime on Santa's suit
71. Longtime Swedish automaker
72. Flowery air freshener option
73. Animation frame
74. "Phooey!"
77. Reciprocating reply

79. Period between new moons
82. ___ Rachel Wood ("West-

world" star)
84. Windsor knot garment
86. Part of QED
87. What comes easily to hand?
89. Easy dupes
90. Adjust, as tires
92. Assists
93. Person who roams
94. Magical drinks
95. Palindromic family nickname
101. Mon. follower
102. Opposed to certain coats
104. Naval fighting force
105. Slim
107. Club regulation
108. Biscotti flavoring
111. Signed
112. R.R. stop
113. A portion of
114. Like show horses' feet
116. Compensates
118. One of Jackie Jackson's 

brothers
119. Musk who launched his 

Tesla into space
120. Dudes
123. Family card game
125. Fourth letter
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HOMES
Toy around
Take your designated play space to the next level.  | Page 22

PETS
Holiday with your cat
How you can keep your furry friend safe this holiday season. | Page 24

ARTS

BY RICHARD ROEPER

Herman Mankiewicz ar-
rived in Hollywood in the 
1920s brimming with confi-
dence and loaded with cre-
dentials as a bona fide writer, 
from his stints as the Berlin 
correspondent for the Chi-
cago Tribune, writer for the 
New York Times, the New 
Yorker and Vanity Fair and 
even having a seat at the fa-
mous Algonquin Round Ta-
ble. The movies? The movies 
were a lark, a well-paying gig 
for "Mank," who loved being 
the star of every room he en-
tered, even if that room was 
filled with real movie stars, 
moguls and influencers.

By 1940, however, the 
joke was mostly on Mank. His 
drinking, self-destructive 
behavior and whole Mank-
first act had worn thin, and 
though he was only a couple 
of years past 40, he was in 
danger of washing out en-
tirely. Then he was given 
one last great opportunity, 
courtesy of the 24-year-
old genius Orson Welles: to 
write the screenplay for what 
would become arguably the 
greatest movie of all time, 
"Citizen Kane."

Filmed in silvery, silk-
en tones of black and white, 
dripping in Hollywood lore 
and filled with strikingly 
beautiful shots, David Finch-
er's "Mank" is a love letter 

to Old Hollywood and also a 
love letter to Fincher's father, 
Jack, who began working on 
this screenplay decades ago 
before he died in 2003. 

The prolific and greatly 
gifted Fincher ("Zodiac," "The 
Social Network," "Gone Girl") 
has wanted to make this mov-
ie for years, and while "Mank" 
doesn't rank with his finest 
efforts, it's a richly layered 
and consistently entertaining 
tale, with robust performanc-
es by more than a half-doz-
en veteran actors playing 
real-life Hollywood legends. 
Though at times dense and 
a bit difficult to track due to 
the almost frenetic time-hop-
ping from the 1920s to 1940 
to various points along the 
way, "Mank" is the kind of 
movie that makes you want to 
go back and rewatch not only 
"Citizen Kane" but the works 
of other characters featured 
in this story.

Gary Oldman is one of our 
finest actors, and he has some 
wonderful showcase mo-
ments throughout the film. 
However, at 62, and looking 
every bit his age, he's too old 
to be playing Mank in his 30s 
and early 40s. Granted, by 
the time Mankiewicz start-
ed writing "Citizen Kane," 
years of hard living had tak-
en a toll on him, but still. 
That quibble aside, Oldman 
is in peak over-the-top-Gary 
Oldman form, sometimes 

coming close to chewing up 
the screen as Mank roars in 
and out of the lives of various 
Hollywood players, always 
leaving an indelible mark.

"Mank" is anchored with 
scenes at a secluded ranch 
in Victorville, California, 
where the downtrodden 
Mankiewicz is recovering 
from a car accident and about 
to dive into a screenplay at 
the behest of Welles (Tom 
Burke in a deft performance). 
A German housekeeper, 
Fraulein Frieda (Monika 
Gossmann), tends to Mank's 
health, while a prim and 
proper young British secre-
tary named Rita Alexander 
(Lily Collins) takes dictation. 

From time to time, Welles' 
colleague John Houseman 
(Sam Troughton) stops by to 
make sure Mank is writing 
and not drinking. Good luck 

with that, old boy. The inter-
play between Mank and Rita, 
who has a husband fighting 
in the war, yields some of the 
best exchanges in the film 
and allows us to see Mank's 
human side, which is usual-
ly lacking in the flashback 
sequences to the 1920s and 
1930s, where the talented but 
aggressively obnoxious writer 
alternates between charming 
and totally alienating.

Those flashback sequences 
are often detours, as Mank al-
ways acts like the outsider on 
the inside in encounters with 
the likes of studio boss Lou-
is B. Mayer (Arliss Howard), 
MGM exec Irving Thalberg 
(Ferdinand Kingsley) and the 
powerful media mogul Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst (Charles 
Dance), who would become 
the inspiration for the charac-
ter of Charles Foster Kane. 

Amanda Seyfried sparkles 
as Hearst's mistress, Marion 
Davies, who longs to be taken 
seriously and finds a kindred 
spirit in Mank. At a gather-
ing at Hearst Castle in San 
Simeon in the 1930s, only 
Mank and Marion voice con-
cerns over Hitler's growing 
power, while the fat cats in 
the room are more concerned 
with quashing the Califor-
nia gubernatorial campaign 
of the writer and socialist 
Upton Sinclair. A scene in 
which Mank and Marion take 
a breather from the power 
cluster and walk the grounds 
of Hearst's private zoo is pure 
Hollywood magic.

Fincher regulars Trent 
Reznor and Atticus Ross turn 
in another top notch score, 
with the music perfectly cap-
turing the particular era and 
mood of any scene. "Mank" 
is arguably the best-look-
ing movie of the year, with 
Fincher paying homage to 
Welles and "Citizen Kane" 
in certain shots and con-
veying a vintage Hollywood 
vibe throughout. This mov-
ie is sure to nab at least a 
half-dozen Oscar nomina-
tions, maybe even one for 
best screenplay. But whereas 
Herman Mankiewicz had to 
fight to get a screenwrit-
ing credit on "Citizen Kane," 
there's only one writer cred-
ited with penning "Mank:” 
Jack Fincher.

David Fincher crafts an ode to Old Hollywood in ‘Mank’

PHOTO/NETFLIX
Gary Oldman as Herman Mankiewicz.
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PHOTO/ IKEA
IKEA and LEGO have embarked on an enjoyable enterprise that incorporates imaginative building 
play with a storage solution that is anything but juvenile.

BY MARY G. PEPITONE

A child-filled home – and 
its designated play spaces – 
can quickly go from cozy to 
cluttered with the influx of 
new toys around the holi-
days. But fostering fun in a 
home becomes child's play 
when spaces are organized 
and tailored to the children 
inhabiting them.

If there's room in your 
home, setting up a dedicat-
ed space for children is a way 
to give them a special, safe 
place to play, all while keep-
ing toys, games and crafts in 
one spot. But more Ameri-
cans are desiring a Scandina-
vian-style design aesthetic 
in their homes, one in which 
communal spaces in a house 
have furnishings that serve 
many purposes. That means 
children and their toys ar-
en't necessarily sequestered 

away, according to Kaci Mal-
loy, senior sales leader for 
children's products at IKEA.

“Play is an essential 
part of life in that it fosters 
creativity, relieves stress 
and can bring children and 
adults together,” Malloy 
said. “A silver lining of the 
pandemic quarantine is 
that parents and children 
have more opportunities to 
play together.”

IKEA and LEGO have em-
barked on an enjoyable en-
terprise that incorporates 
imaginative building play 
with a storage solution that is 
anything but juvenile. Called 
BYGGLEK (boog-lee-eck), 
meaning “to build and play,” 
the special boxes can be used 
as toy storage and also display 
creative LEGO builds, so a 
child's creations don't have to 
be taken apart to be put away.

“It's not about hiding chil-

dren and their creativity away. 
It's about incorporating play 
into the home environment,” 
Malloy said. “But having a lot 
of stuff – or toys – doesn't add 
value for a child. Choose qual-
ity over quantity.”

To truly nestle into a 
child-centric home, one must 
first clear away the clutter of 
unused toys or playthings. 
This playful lifestyle em-
braces an environment that 
is both simple and function-
al, uncluttered and cozy.

“To create a place for 
play is realizing that it 
doesn't have to be a fancy 
space to be effective,” Mal-
loy said. “As children grow, 
their creativity will reflect 
their changing interests.”

Play spaces can be as large 
as a spare room or as cozy as 
a special corner of the family 

HOMES 
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Toy 
around

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
 10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2020 and March 2021. 

Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 3, 2020 | 23 

room. Perfect play spaces com-
bine both fun and function 
and need not be limited to cer-
tain play areas, Malloy said.

“Children want to be part 
of the home environment, 
too,” she said. “How people 
play in a home depends on 
the physical space available 
and, of course, the children 
and adults who live there.”

As varied as this space 
can be for each family, Mal-
loy says there can be certain 
playroom practicalities. A few 
key pieces help turn any space 
– no matter the size – into a 
creative oasis for children.

Shelf life
Bookshelves or shelving 

units can create a place for 
everything, so everything 
can be put back in place. Of 
course, easy access to books 
will encourage children to be 

lifelong readers, but shelves 
can also be a place on which 
children can display their 
latest LEGO builds. Costs for 
building your own bookshelf 
through IKEA can start at 
around $30.

Storage stowaways
Baskets, cubbies or stor-

age boxes can keep play-
things organized and off the 
floor. Storage options that 
are mobile can fit into shelv-
ing units and allow children 
to not only choose their toys 
but also encourage them to 
clean up after themselves. 

Grouping similar toys in 
baskets not only organizes a 
space, it also gives children 
the freedom to grab a bin 
and go. The SLAKT storage 
box with caster wheels from 
IKEA starts at $69.

Play table
Having a clean, horizon-

tal space on which children 
can draw or piece a puzzle 
together doesn't have to be 
limited to a kid-sized table. 
No matter which style of ta-
ble a child uses – whether 
it's a communal dining table 
or coffee table – consider a 
movable tabletop craft caddy 
for art projects. IKEA's pair of 
nesting tables starts around 
$30 and can fit most any-
where throughout a home.

As children grow and 
their playing preferences 
change, expect their cre-
ative spaces to also evolve. 
What may start as a haven 
for toddler toys can grow 
into a school-aged space 
with sophisticated building 
sets or board games.

In a shared space, area 
rugs can help define the play 
parameters. A rug also pro-
vides a soft place for children 
to play on the floor, whether 
they're putting together a 

puzzle or playing a game.
A chalkboard paint-cov-

ered area allows a family the 
freedom to actually draw on 
the walls. A space can also 
be personalized by desig-
nating a wall for children 
to hang or display their own 
works of art, Malloy said.

“Now, more than ever, 
adults need some playtime, 
too,” she said. “Many par-
ents are kids at heart, and 
creating a space for fun in 
the home means more op-
portunities for adults to 
hang out and play with their 
children, too.”

Located in the heart of Old 
Town, this home offers a com-
patible blend of antique, vin-
tage and modern designs. 

Main floor features in-
clude a rounded vestibule en-
try, a double parlor style living 
room and a large family room 

with custom built-in bookcas-
es and a gas fireplace. The ad-
joining kitchen is bright and 
bedecked with custom-inset 
shaker style cabinetry. A suite 
of top-tier appliances in-
cludes a cherry red six-burner 
gas-fired AGA range. 

The second-floor owner’s 
suite is filled with natural light 
from east and south facing 
windows. Additionally, a large 
second bedroom suite and a 
Pinterest-worthy laundry room 
are located on this floor. The 
third floor has a third large bed-

room suite and fourth bedroom 
currently used as a library. 

Outside is a deep, enclosed 
garden with gated access and 
an off-street parking space. A 
heated screened porch brings 
the outdoors in for comfortable 
enjoyment all four seasons.

HOME OF THE WEEK

New to the market: Detached Victorian in Old Town

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Location: 410 Prince St.

Neighborhood: Old Town

Price: $2,997,000

Bedrooms: 4

Bathrooms: 3.5

Year built: 1800

Contact: 

Vici Boguess 

McEnearney Associates

703-447-2829 

VBoguess@mcenearney.com 

www.BBZgroup.com

AT A GLANCE
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PHOTO/IKEA
Bookshelves or shelving units can create a place for everything. 
Shelves can also be a place on which children can display their 
latest LEGO builds.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Left: The home along Prince St.
Middle: The living room offers 
plenty of natural lighting.
Right: The porch is heated for 
all season comfort.



24 |DECEMBER 3, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

BY SARAH LIU

It’s the most wonder-
ful time of year. Keep your 
holidays peaceful and 
pet-friendly with the follow-

ing tips and reminders.

Christmas trees
Dangling ornaments, 

blinking lights, interesting 
smells and an easy climb: It’s 

a rare cat who can resist the 
allure of the family Christ-
mas tree.

Hazards are prevent-
able with a few precautions 
and tricks. For instance, try 

making your tree less ap-
pealing with a foil barrier 
or double-sided tape on tree 
skirts.  Pet safe citrus sprays 
or apple cider vinegars smell 
bad to cats and may act as 
effective deterrents.

Where possible, opt for 
plastic ornaments instead 
of glass, and skip tinsel and 
edible ornaments altogeth-
er. When it comes to lights 
and electrical cords, consid-
er more chew-resistant rope 
lighting and lower voltage 
LED lights made with plas-
tic bulbs.  Always unplug the 
lights when you go to bed or 
leave the house. 

Seasonal food and 
treats

For many people, the hol-
idays are an opportunity to 
indulge in a festive spread 
of seasonal favorites. It may 
be tempting to share the 
joy with our feline friends, 
but better to remember that 
most human food and treats 
are not healthy for cats. 

Even turkey, which might 
seem safe, is usually pre-
pared with spices and loaded 

with grease that can easi-
ly upset kitty’s stomach. If 
you must share your turkey, 
ensure it’s free of spices and 
remove any small bones that 
can get stuck in the digestive 
tract and cause blockage or 
damage.

When it comes to des-
serts, refined sugar, dairy, 
chocolate and certain nuts 
and fruits, such as raisins 
and grapes, can all lead to 
stomach upset or more se-
rious toxic reactions. Alco-
hol can be attractive to a 
cat when served in holiday 
format such as egg nog or 
spiced cocoa. Make sure you 
and your guests keep bever-
ages out of reach, and con-
tact your vet immediately 
if you suspect your pet has 
ingested alcohol.

FILE PHOTO

Things To Do 

Before The Holidays

@PassionatelyPets

• Mom

• Book Club

• Dog Walker

Whatever you need this holiday season, 
we’ve got you covered!

Book Services & Shop:
www.PassionatelyPets.com

Book holiday pet sits

Replace the cat’s collar

Get the dog a new puzzle

Find gifts for:

X
X
X
X

NOW OFFERINGHouse Sitting!

PETS

SARAH  
LIU

Safely celebrate  
the holidays with 

your cat

SEE PETS | 25
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Candles and fireplaces
Flickering flames and 

tempting tapers look like 
fun toys to curious cats. 
Prevent toppling by plac-
ing menorahs and deco-
rative candles in off-limit 
areas, such as high shelves 
or closed rooms. Make sure 
surfaces are stable and 
holders are shatterproof. 

Scented candles may also 
cause stress by irritating your 
cat’s respiratory system. They 
might also be poisonous if in-
gested. If candles are required, 
skip the paraffin varieties and 
opt for cleaner alternatives 
such as soy or beeswax. 

Where fireplaces are 
concerned, cats may be at-
tracted to the warmth or feel 
intrigued by the flickering 
flames and burning materi-
als. Fur and whiskers singe 
easily, and sensitive paw 
pads can get burned on hot 
surfaces. Keep a close eye if 
your cat shows interest, and 
use a barrier such as a fire-
place screen to prevent them 
from getting too close. 

Holiday plants
Many popular season-

al plants are toxic to cats. 
Small doses of poinsettia, 
mistletoe, holly and ama-
ryllis may cause stomach 
upset, vomiting and diar-
rhea. Larger ingestions can 
cause cardiovascular or re-
spiratory failure resulting 
in death.

Safer alternatives in-
clude artificial plants or 
less toxic options such as 
Christmas cactus, roses, 
Swedish ivy or bromeliad. 
Keep all plants, real or arti-
ficial, out of your cat’s reach 
or place them in rooms your 
cat does not access. 

If you suspect your cat 
has ingested a toxic plant, 
contact your vet immediate-
ly, or call the ASPCA Ani-
mal Poison Control Center at 
1-888-426-4436.

Presents and packages 
Ribbons, bows and tinsel 

look beautiful on gifts, but 
if swallowed can tangle in 
your cat’s digestive system 
and result in serious or fa-
tal injury. Skip the ribbon, 

or place gifts out of reach 
from curious cats. If you see 
a ribbon or other material 
protruding from your cat, 
seek veterinary assistance 
immediately, and never at-
tempt to pull or remove the 
object on your own. 

Wrapping paper and box-
es are usually safe for play 
while supervised but may 
contain toxic dyes or ma-
terials that upset stomachs 
if chewed or ingested. Plas-
tic bags present suffoca-
tion risks and should never 
be left where your cat can 
reach them. 

Once gifts are opened, 
make sure they are prompt-
ly out of reach, as many cats 
will enjoy chewing, swallow-
ing and generally interfering 
with small parts of toys, jew-
elry and gadgets or sampling 
human candy and treats.

The writer is a longtime 
volunteer with King Street 
Cats. She lives and works 

in Alexandria. For more 
information about King 
Street Cats, go to www.

kingstreetcats.org.

“Keep ‘em Clean        
  and Cute!”

Locally owned and operated servicing Alexandria!
Please visit www.petgroomingalexandria.com

www.tailshigh.org
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Cat Rescue and Adoption

70
3-

81
9-

52
40

Tails High

 COVID-19 has us 
chasing our tails! 

   Sign up to foster
or help socialize cats?

Perfect 
Sweet 

Pea
This lovely 
young lady 
wants nothing 
more than a 
quiet home, a 
sunny window, 
and her very 
own person to 
love. 

Due to COVID-19 we are only doing 
adoptions by appointment. For more 
information contact King Street Cats: 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.
Visit us at www.kingstreetcats.org

Sunset 
Pet Services, Inc. 

www.sunsetpetservices.com • 703-971-4120 

Cremation services as individual as your pet

5521 Vine Street • Alexandria, VA 22310 

Individual pet cremations • Diverse urn selections  

Optional pick-up services
Garden stones and markers • Viewing

Serving VA, MD, DC • Open 7 Days 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 

PETS
PETS FROM | 24
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To the editor: 
In September, during a guided tour of 

Taylor Run, I was horrified to learn that the 
city intends to launch an all-out assault on 
this old-growth forest.

At a time when climate scientists around 
the world are raising the alarm about the 
Earth’s shrinking tree canopy, no reputable 
environmentalist would recommend the fell-
ing of healthy old-growth trees, except under 
dire circumstances. Yet that is what the city 
plans to do.  

Applying the findings of climate scientist 
Dr. David Mildrexler to Taylor Run, removing 
just six 100-foot oaks with diameters of 21 
inches or more will immediately release 15 
tons of carbon into the atmosphere.  

Planting thousands of 2-inch-diameter 
saplings cannot begin to compensate for 
the loss of our old giants. For one thing, 
saplings planted in a clear-cut space face 
hardships that previous generations of 
young trees were spared: no shade, no shel-
ter from strong winds, heavy rains, blaz-
ing sun, too-warm soil and water, weeks 
of summer drought and the destruction of 
wildlife habitats.

More natural channel design “restoration” 

projects are currently on the city’s agenda. 
But according to ecologist Rod Simmons, this 
design is not only totally inappropriate in 
small headwater locations like Taylor Run, it 
is also ineffective against problems caused by 
runoff due to over-building and the excessive 
use of surfaces that can’t soak up water.

Because the harm these projects cause in 
one place sends out a wave of distress that 
touches every other living thing in the for-
est, the damage will be extensive. That would 
be sad, but tolerable, if the proposed projects 
were unavoidable. Otherwise, it becomes 
profoundly tragic.  

Considering the city’s legal obligation to 
protect mature trees, and its professed desire 
to be regarded as an “eco-city,” how are res-
idents to reconcile the city’s intentions with 
these actions?  

Does Mayor Justin Wilson want his leg-
acy to be the loss of priceless forests and 
the release of tons of carbon into the atmo-
sphere on his watch? Wouldn’t it be better 
to listen to environmentalists who have 
nothing personal to gain and who can be 
impartial and honest?

-Barbara Fried,
Alexandria

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

When the Alexandria Times made the case to remove 
the name T.C. Williams from the city’s only high school al-
most three years ago, in an editorial that concluded “Let’s 
change the name of T.C. Williams High School,” we had no 
idea if or when such a change might occur.

Our proposal was affirmed two years and nine months 
later, after increasing numbers of people in the community 
advocated for change, when the Alexandria School Board 
voted unanimously on Nov. 23 to rename T.C. Williams 
High School. The board also voted to remove the name 
Matthew Maury from the Rosemont elementary school 
that bears his moniker.

That March 22, 2018 editorial was paired with the first 
of three groundbreaking investigative pieces written by 
Times contributor Jim McElhatton about the integration 
of Alexandria’s public schools,* for which McElhatton won 
multiple well-deserved awards.

McElhatton’s stories proved, beyond doubt, that five 
years after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in “Brown v. 
Board of Education” that segregated schools were uncon-
stitutional, Williams still actively opposed the integration 
of Alexandria’s schools.

It was time to remove the name T.C. Williams from a 
school that was 69% Black or Hispanic and only 24% white 
as of November 2019, according to the ACPS website, and 
we applaud the school board for its vote.

It’s important to note that removing Williams’ name 
from this building does not “cancel” him as a person, for 
he served this community for 30 years as superintendent, 
and was well-regarded enough in his time to have his name 
chosen to adorn the new high school in the early 1960s.

Williams is an example that we are all a mixture of good 
and bad. But as School Board member Michelle Rief said at 
the Nov. 23 meeting, “We can’t change history, but we can 
change what history we choose to publicly honor.” It was 
the right decision to cease honoring Williams.

It’s also important to remember that there are many in our 
community, particularly older Alexandria public school grad-
uates, who opposed this name change. They presented their 
cases in numerous well-reasoned and, we believe, well-inten-
tioned letters that appeared on these pages in recent years. 
While we disagree with their perspective, we also appreciate 
that this change will, for them, entail a sense of loss.

Changing the high school’s name won’t erase the many 
accomplishments of those who graduated from T.C. Wil-
liams High School, just as the accomplishments of baseball 
Hall of Fame members Walter Johnson and Bucky Harris – 
who led the Washington Senators to the 1924 World Series 
championship – weren’t forgotten just because the team 
eventually moved to Minnesota and was renamed.

In fact, we think a way to affirm the diversity of the 
school, which has students from 120 countries, is to rename 
it “Boone-Yoast High School.” This name would commem-
orate the two coaches, Herman Boone and Bill Yoast, one 
Black and one white, whose collaboration resulted in the 
school being immortalized in the Disney movie “Remem-
ber the Titans,” which was a paean to integration.

Once a Titan, always a Titan

Legally obligated to protect mature trees

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not reflect 
the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

SEE OUR VIEW | 28
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To the editor: 
In response to your “Back to the 

Classroom” editorial in the Nov. 12 
Alexandria Times, the issue at stake is 
not to open ACPS or not. It is whether 
to open only when it is safe or to open 
at any cost and jeopardize the health 
and safety of everyone involved.

As an ACPS parent and member of 
Grassroots Alexandria, I believe that 
the safety of our students and their 
families should be the highest priority, 
especially students from disadvantaged 
communities that are the hardest hit by 
COVID-19. This is also the position of 
Grassroots Alexandria as a whole.

The survey data shared by the 
ACPS board is very clear: white par-

ents want to return at a higher rate 
than Black and Latino parents. Also, 
in the same survey, health and safety 
were reported as the top factor in both 
family and staff decision-making.

Fairfax and Arlington counties 
paused the return of student groups 
scheduled for November because 
of the increased rate of positive 
COVID-19 cases in the region. The 
real question we should be asking 
is: What lessons are we teaching our 
kids when we make their beloved 
teachers choose between losing their 
livelihood or potentially losing their 
lives or the life of a loved one?

-Abdel-Rahman El-Noubi,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
This is in response to letters from 

Frank Fannon, Gerald File and Mol-
ly Kaiman from the Nov. 26 Times 
regarding the lockdown of Alexan-
dria City Public Schools, with which 
I concur – but to which I would like 
to add a few insights as I am a teacher 
and care deeply about our students.

Fannon raises the issue of school 
leadership, which is relevant given 
the actions of our superintendent, 
Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D. As has 
been seen, while he is preventing 
the students of ACPS from attending 
school, he is sending his own child to 
a private school. 

As the saying goes, “If you think 
education is expensive, try igno-
rance.” Hutchings may have the 
privilege to send his children to a 
private school, but the vast majority 
of families suffering from the school 
shut-out are people of color. To them, 

education is more than a privilege 
enjoyed by the powerful elite; it is a 
right accorded to all. 

Kaiman says, and I agree, that 
schools are more than just a place to 
learn facts and acquire knowledge. 
Schools are the second most import-
ant place for our students, outside of 
their homes, and they are a refuge for 
some. They are a place to seek shelter 
and safety. Sadly, that sanctuary is 
now closed.

In addition to learning and cru-
cial assistance in times of desperate 
need, schools are also a place to so-
cialize, build relationships, get in-
volved with athletics, the arts and-
career and technical opportunities, 
develop wisdom, seek support and 
receive guidance.

Schools’ closure represents a huge 
loss in many vital areas of life – and 
our students will carry this loss, this 

Return only when safe

Teacher says: It’s time
to stand for students

The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

Continuing to pivot
This has been a year when famil-

iar terms took on new meaning and 
significance. Examples – “commu-
nity spread,” “flattening the curve,” 
“nonessential businesses” and “piv-
ot.” Let’s explore pivoting.

Among the imperatives for 
businesses surviving and thriving 
through the challenges of the pan-
demic is pivoting to new approach-
es. Most have experienced a drastic 
change in their market. 
Customers no longer 
have needs, or might 
not want as much as 
before, and fear of in-
fection limits their deal-
ings. Supply chains have 
dried up. Consumer pri-
orities have shifted, and 
some central events or 
celebrations are now 
deemed too risky.

There’s no template 
for pivoting because 
the circumstances differ by industry 
and approaches are unique for each 
business. The concept is to carefully 
consider all the direct and indirect 
conditions that have changed your 
market and determine whether it’s 
possible to adapt your tactics to the 
new environment.

There are physical aspects such 
as social distancing and capacity 
restrictions, but also challenging 
are the emotional considerations 
where customers become afraid of 
involvement with your product or 
service. Consumers also have pent 
up urges for luxury, if you can find 
safe ways for them to indulge.

There are several fundamental 
strategies businesses can follow to 
adapt or grow their company. One 
is to develop new products, ser-
vices or concepts. Another is to re-
fine the product or service delivery 
to a level that appeals to the new 
circumstances or to new custom-
ers. Technology can play a key role.

Perhaps you can partner with or 
outsource to another business, or 
team up to mitigate one another’s 
challenges. 

With shock and awe, COVID-19 
unfolded in unpredictable ways, 
and we had no solutions on the 
shelf. Aside from the disease it-
self, coronavirus also precipitated 
reactions and conditions that took 
a toll on almost every person and 
every business.

There’s light at the end of the 
tunnel with new vaccines and 
treatments. Scientists are hope-

ful that we might be 
able to resume some 
of our prior approach-
es within months. 
We know, however, 
it won’t be like flip-
ping the switch back 
to normal. Proceed-
ing purposefully into 
2021, it’s essential 
for businesses to an-
ticipate the possible 
shock and awe coming 
out of COVID-19.

Even under the best scenarios, 
getting back will not be seamless. 
Restrictions will lessen and oppor-
tunities will broaden, but not ev-
erybody will be on the same time-
table returning to old routines. 
Those who provide products and 
services will again have to recali-
brate approaches – not doing it like 
we’re having to today, and not like 
we did it before. We will be enter-
ing an even newer new normal.

Even while we grumbled, many 
have become accustomed to working 
from home and will find it stressful 
returning to the worksite. We’ve de-
veloped new patterns over the last 
nine months, and it will be interest-
ing to see how we unwind those.

This offers opportunities – but 
also challenges – for businesses to 
develop new pivot strategies fo-
cused around the circumstance of 
returning to our earlier lifestyles. 

We are all in this together, and 
will be coming out of it together!

The writer is executive director of 
the Alexandria Small Business De-
velopment Center. 

BILL  
REAGAN
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To the editor: 
Nathan Macek, volunteer chair 

of the Alexandria Planning Com-
mission, is also director of proj-
ect development and finance and 
a senior vice president of WSP, a 
large engineering firm that has 
been working closely with the city 
and the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority on the Po-
tomac Yard Metro Station Alter-
native B project. 

As director of project develop-
ment and finance for WSP, Macek 
“has conducted cash flow mod-
eling and uncertainty analyses 
of capital and operating funding 
for more than three dozen trans-
portation projects, applying in-
novative financing approaches to 
address the budgetary challenges 
faced by public agencies,” accord-
ing to the WSP website. 

Macek publicly testified in 
favor of Alternative B at the Vir-
ginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality hearing at the 

Durant Center on July 16, 2019, 
right alongside Paul Smedberg, 
WMATA board chair. Alexandria 
Mayor Justin Wilson, City Man-
ager Mark Jinks, former Mayor 
Kerry Donley and others also 
spoke in favor of the project at 
the meeting.

Macek’s dual roles – as a senior 
vice president at the firm that has 
been assisting the city and Metro 
for the past 10 years “with ongo-
ing financial analysis consult-
ing” and other services to secure 
funding for the new station, and 
chair of the Alexandria Planning 
Commission – is a clear conflict of 
interest.

Why are conflicts of interest, 
such as this obvious case, tolerat-
ed in Alexandria? No financial ad-
vantage, either direct or indirect, 
should be allowed by people serv-
ing on public trust boards.

-C. Dara, Hal Hardaway, 
Jimm Roberts,

Alexandria 

Still awaiting ethics reform The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

No reason to panic, every reason to plan
While we’re still learning about 

COVID-19, commonly called corona-
virus, its potential impacts are dom-
inating the media. When we see the 
effects overseas and outbreaks in the 
United States, we have good reason 
to become concerned about what will 
happen locally. 

We’re being told that the best 
preventive measures for now are 
all the things you’re supposed to 
do to avoid the common flu – wash 
hands frequently, cover 
coughs and stay home 
as soon as you begin to 
feel bad. Staying away 
from crowds is proba-
bly not a bad idea but is 
likely overkill until we 
know more about con-
tagious cases nearer 
our region.

Businesses most dis-
rupted are those dependent on China 
for production, and the ripple effects 
will increasingly affect our daily 
lives. “What do you mean there’s no 
Diet Coke?”

Obviously, if travel and gather-
ings are risky, hospitality businesses 
will suffer and the tourism industry 
has begun planning accordingly. 

At the White House press confer-
ence last week, the head of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control said it was a 
good time for businesses to dust off 
their pandemic preparedness plans, 
but let’s get real. Few small busi-
nesses have emergency plans on the 
shelf. Yes, we should all have them 
but those are often among the smart 
practices we’re perpetually hoping to 
get to next year.

There are, however, some real-
ly worthwhile things that business 
owners can start thinking about now 
that might help out if circumstances 
worsen locally – and, incidentally, 
these are smart preparations to un-
dertake at any time, so you’re not 
wasting effort.

The listing below is pulled from 
a variety of experts and reputable 
sites. To echo the comment of one of 
those experts, Patricia Frame, a hu-
man resources consultant frequently 

engaged by Alexandria SBDC, “There 
is no reason to panic. There is every 
reason to plan.”

First, owners should consider 
their business’s essential functions, 
and evaluate how those might be 
impacted by significant employee 
absences. Now is the time to cross-
train employees on one another’s 
responsibilities.

The next step is to evaluate lo-
gistics required for employees to 

work remotely, and those 
might require enhanced 
communications such as 
providing a phone and 
computer.

Owners need to re-
view their HR policies 
for possible changes to 
encourage employees to 
stay home if they’re not 
feeling well; paying em-

ployees during extended sick leave 
for themselves or sick/quarantined 
family members; or dealing with 
having to close for a temporary 
period. Perhaps you should estab-
lish special HR provisions just for 
COVID-19 circumstances.

Also important is identifying 
credible sources of information. 
You’re already hearing misinforma-
tion about con artists taking advan-
tage of the situation. Our local Health 
Department website is constantly 
updated with the most current and 
valid information and will also have 
links to other key sites. Go to: https://
www.alexandriava.gov/Health and 
search “coronavirus.”

Alexandria SBDC staff has ad-
vised businesses through similar 
circumstances in the past and will 
provide updates and suggestions as 
conditions develop. To review our tip 
sheet on how businesses can manage 
the coronavirus, see our website at 
alexandriasbdc.org.

Though much is still unknown, 
it makes sense for you to begin 
thinking and planning now.

The writer is executive director 
of the Alexandria Small Business 

Development Center.

BILL REAGAN

was public engagement for the 
upcoming Arlandria and Del Ray 
small area plan updates. Outreach 
for this effort has included mul-
tiple community meetings, open 
houses and pop-up events con-
ducted in Spanish and English. 
Meetings included childcare, to 
facilitate attendance by parents 
with young children, and tested 
new communications channels 
to inform the public, such as text 
messaging and Spanish-language 
news articles.

The city conducted a survey 
of residents in both languages, 
revealing that the priorities of 
Spanish-speaking survey re-
spondents differ in many re-
spects from those of the English 
speakers. The Del Ray Citizens 
Association also conducted a 
survey of its members and re-
ported the detailed comments 
offered by each survey respon-
dent, augmenting the outreach 
conducted by city staff.

Too often, the voices heard at 
city hall are older, less racially di-

verse, more affluent, more likely 
to be homeowners and less likely 
to have young children than the 
typical resident. As the successful 
Arlandria and Del Ray engagement 
demonstrates, the city has several 
tools that can broaden our reach. 
This level of public engagement 
isn’t possible with every planning 
effort, but demonstrates that we 
do have a template for doing it well.

Moving forward, I hope that 
civic associations, business groups 
and other community organiza-
tions will broaden their own reach 
to be as inclusive of the communi-
ties they represent as possible and 
continue to weigh in on issues of 
concern. City staff should continue 
to engage these groups, while also 
seeking feedback from groups and 
individuals heard less often.

We must actively work to solic-
it comments representative of our 
diverse community, and respect-
fully consider the viewpoints of 
all to make certain we’re making 
the best decisions for our commu-
nity as a whole.

-Nathan Macek, chair
Alexandria Planning Commission
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Virtual learning means 
virtually no learning.”

– Francis Carragher

SEE CARRAGHER | 28
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To the editor: 
At the foot of Oronoco Street along 

the Potomac River, wedged between 
Founders Park and Oronoco Bay Park, 
is West’s Point Park. Despite its size, 
less than a tenth of an acre, there are 
always visitors that come to the short 
cement wall overlooking the Potomac 
to sit and enjoy a snack. 

Recently, there has been more ac-
tivity around West’s Point Park than 
usual. Colorful posters along Union 
Street as well as Oronoco Street have 
indicated that the site of Robinson 
Terminal North would become part of 
Alex Renew, a series of projects that 
consist of a new tunnel system that 
will provide upgrades to Alexandria’s 
wastewater treatment capability.

In early November, heavy machin-
ery from AceCo arrived on the scene. 
Included was an excavator weighing 
about 40 tons that was no stranger to 
the demolition process. It was this type 
of machinery that was engaged in the 
2017-2018 demolition of the Robinson 
Terminal South. We know the site to-
day as Robinson Landing, a beautiful 
housing complex along the Potomac. 

RTN was part of the Robinson 
Company that was founded in 1939. 
The chief client of the firm was the 
Washington Post. Eventually, the 
Post purchased RTN and used it as a 
warehouse for its newsprint. The rail 
line that remains and can be seen in 
Oronoco Bay Park most likely brought 
rolls of newsprint across Pendleton 
Street to the warehouse. 

Some 70 years later in 2013, the 
Post sold the facility to prospective 
developers. With no definitive plan 
for development of the property in 
hand, the City of Alexandria decid-
ed to use the site for the Alex Renew 
project described above and which, 
by 2019, was under way in other parts 
of the city. This meant RTN had to be 
taken down.

Fast forward to mid-November 
2020. The Liebherr excavator, model 
no. 936, described above had moved 
into place. With its hydraulically op-
erated boom and attached shear-ac-
tion cutter, the excavator was ready 
for action. The RTN facility consist-
ed of three sections or bays, each 
about 150 feet long, running paral-

lel to Union Street. The first bay to 
be taken down was the one closest 
to Union Street.

AceCO’s approach was straight-
forward – move no. 936 into posi-
tion, raise the giant boom with its 
large, hardened steel cutter and 
move from north to south taking 
down the bay’s structural compo-
nents. Cross bars, beams and thin 
metal sheets were no match for the 
hydraulically powered cutter.

The cutter in action seemed akin to 
slicing a loaf of bread. With the struc-
tural components cut loose, the cutter 
was then turned 90 degrees, and with 
its flat side, brought down the brick 
and motor column to which the struc-
tural components were anchored.

To clear a path for no. 936 to ad-
vance along the bay’s concrete floor, 
the boom was used to push aside what 
was now scrap. As the scrap began 
to build, another Liebherr excavator, 
model no. 926, was brought in. With 
its scooping action, no. 926 assembled 
the scrap in piles while no. 936 con-
tinued to bring down the structural 
components. With this approach, all 
three RTN bays were taken down in 
about eight working days. 

With the structure down, the 
whole concrete slab floor that once 
contained active RTN bays was now 
filled with piles of scrap. Next, trucks 
were brought in to haul away the 
scrap. But before that could happen, 
the scrap had to be separated by ma-
terial type, size and shape. A small 
front-end loader was brought in to 
assist. The two excavators and the 
front-end loader moved methodically 
around the slab floor to rearrange the 
piles and accomplish the separation.

The three pieces of machinery then 
worked in tandem to haul away the 
scrap. Most of the large steel crossbars 
and beams were loaded into open-top 
tractor-trailers. Dumpsters then re-
placed the tractor-trailers to remove 
the remainder of the scrap. All that re-
mained was to sweep up the dirt and 
dust on the floor and the job was done. 

By Thanksgiving Day, the Robinson 
Terminal North was no more. The site is 
now ready for the Alex Renew project.

-Richard Chait,
Alexandria  

The changing scene 
around West’s Point Park

To the editor: 
Greenwashing is expensive, 

whether it’s Taylor Run or DASH’s 
new electric buses, but may be less 
expensive than fixing the actual en-
vironmental problem.  

The Commonwealth is giving city 
hall a bunch of money to greenwash 
Taylor Run, a project so controversial 
because of the collateral environmen-
tal damage that the resulting outcry 
will take attention away from the 
overdevelopment upstream which 
causes the problem to begin with.

So rather than say, “No,” to the 
inappropriate development, city 
hall would rather ravage Taylor 
Run’s pristine ecosystem.  

Meanwhile, the Commonwealth 

is handing out free money from the 
Volkswagen settlement to purchase 
electric buses. A great photo-op for 
city council and the governor, but 
from where is that electricity coming?

Natural gas and other car-
bon-generating sources provide the 
vast majority of the electricity gen-
erated in Virginia, so are these elec-
tric buses really just a shell-game 
where the amount of greenhouse 
gas generated is not reduced but 
merely shunted somewhere else? 

While virtue-signaling might be 
a Millennial trait, shouldn’t they 
and the rest of us be concerned 
about its consequences?

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria 

City’s environmentalism 
is greenwash 

weight on their shoulders, for the re-
mainder of their lives. Furthermore, 
it is a travesty to offer virtual learn-
ing as a substitute or remedy. Virtual 
learning means virtually no learning.

I teach beginning English learn-
ers, and I can tell you that trying to 
engage and learn from a laptop at 
home is daunting for special needs 
students – for obvious reasons. The 
schoolhouse can’t simply be reduced 
to a laptop or a smart phone. There 
are too many elements, components 
and amenities – and support services 
and guidance – that schools provide, 
but laptops or smart phones don’t.

Not least of which is the fact that 
many of our English learners and 
special needs students are poor. 
They live in crowded situations. It is 
commonplace for laptop learners to 
be sitting next to brothers and sis-
ters and cousins all trying to engage 
and to learn simultaneously but with 
different laptops, classes and differ-

ent teachers talking simultaneously. 
Recently, I discovered that a stu-

dent of mine actually sits in a closet 
to try to learn. This is heart-wrench-
ing. Is this the best we can do? Is this 
what we have become? All of this for 
a population that is relatively invul-
nerable to COVID-19, but some 10 to 
20 times more negatively affected by 
the seasonal flu?

I can tell you that many of these 
students are not simply sitting 
home with their laptops. They are 
on the streets. They need school. 
Please re-open the schools. We can 
do so in a way that provides options 
for those who wish to remain at 
home – but our students need us.

File points out how politicized 
our school leadership has become. 
But our focus should be the needs 
of our students, not politicians or a 
partisan political agenda.

It’s time to stand strongly for our 
schools and our students.

-Francis Carragher,
Alexandria
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Changing the school’s name to 
honor someone who better reflects 
who we are as a community in the 
2020s does not change this truth: 
“Once a Titan, always a Titan.”

* “Should Alexandria’s high 

school bear the name ‘T.C. Wil-
liams’?” March 22, 2018; “A school 
cook’s forgotten civil rights stand,” 
March 22, 2018; “The homeless man 
who made Alexandria civil rights 
history,” May 3, 2018; “The day two 
sisters proved T.C. Williams wrong,” 
Jan. 31, 2019.

OUR VIEW FROM | 26
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This article previously ran 
in the Dec. 12, 2019 Alexan-
dria Times.

Habari Gani? Or What’s 
the News? This is the greet-
ing given during the seven 
days of Kwanzaa. Celebrated 
from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1, Kwan-
zaa is a Pan-African holiday 
that commemorates family, 
community and culture.

It was created by Dr. 
Maulana Karenga, professor 
and chair of African studies 
at California State, in Long 
Beach. Derived from the term 
“Matunda ya kwanza,” mean-
ing “first fruits” in Swahili, 
its origins are in the first har-
vest celebrations of Africa.

The Swahili language is 
the most extensive African 
language spoken and was 
chosen by Karenga to be the 
language that represents 
Kwanzaa. Karenga is also an 
author and scholar-activist 
who stresses the indispens-
able need to preserve, contin-
ually revitalize and promote 
African American culture. 

Established in 1966 in the 
midst of the Black Freedom 
Movement, Kwanzaa reflects 
concern for being cultural-
ly grounded in thought and 
practice, as well as promoting 
unity and self-determina-
tion. The holiday was created 
to serve several functions.

• First, Kwanzaa reaf-
firms and reestablishes Af-
rican American ties to Afri-
can culture.

• Second, it serves as a 
festival to reestablish and 
strengthen the bonds be-

tween African Americans 
and Africans as a people.

• Third, Kwanzaa empha-
sizes the Nguzo Saba or the 
Seven Principles, which are a 
set of ideals created by Karen-
ga. They highlight the signif-
icance of African communal 
values such as family, commu-
nity and culture and the best 
aspects of being African and 
human in the fullest sense.

Another common greet-
ing during Kwanzaa is “Ha-
rambee,” which means, “Let’s 
pull together.” This greeting 
embodies the celebration in 
one word and signifies the 
coming together of families 
and friends to work for the 
common good and to make 
the world a better place. 

Each of the Seven Principles 
has its own special meaning. 

• Umoja or unity: To strive 
for and maintain unity in the 

family, community, nation 
and race. 

•Kujichagulia or self-de-
termination: To define our-
selves, name ourselves, cre-
ate for ourselves and speak 
for ourselves. 

•Ujima or collective work 
and responsibility: To build 
and maintain our community 
together and make our broth-
ers’ and sisters’ problems our 
problems and to solve them 
together. 

•Ujamaa or cooperative 
economics: To build and main-
tain our own stores, shops and 
other businesses and to profit 
from them together. 

•Nia or purpose: To make 
our collective vocation the 
building and developing of 
our community in order to 
restore our people to their 
traditional greatness. 

•Kuumba or creativity: To 

always do as much as we can, 
in order to leave our commu-
nity more beautiful and ben-
eficial than we inherited. 

•Imani or faith: To believe 
with all our heart in our people, 
our parents, our teachers, our 
leaders and the righteousness 
and victory of our struggle. 

The Alexandria Black His-
tory Museum will host its 
annual Kwanzaa Workshop 
on Saturday at 11 a.m. It is a 
family friendly, interactive 
workshop covering the history 
and principles of the holiday. 
It will also include activities 
and decorating ideas to aid in 
planning your own Kwanzaa 
celebration. Reservations are 
suggested. For tickets, go to 
https://shop.alexandriava.gov. 

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
The city is in the early stages of redesigning Duke Street.  
What changes do you support?

Last Week 
How will COVID-19 impact your Thanksgiving/Christmas/
Hanukkah plans?

A) Enhanced bus service or a dedicated bus lane.
B) Safety improvements for pedestrians and bikers.
C) Anything that reduces congestion. 
D) None. Leave Duke Street as is.

24% We will not travel this year.
19% We will gather with fewer people.
14% No holiday parties!
19% All of the above.
24% My plans won't change.

The history of Kwanzaa 
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AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofing, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738  Special financing for 
qualified customers.

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-

521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

LIVESTOCK SALE
TOTAL PERFORMANCE BULL 
SALE. Friday, December 4, 
2020 at Noon. Featuring 
178 Angus, Polled Hereford, 
Gelbvieh and Balancer bulls. 
Knoll Crest Farm, Red House, 
VA. Pre-register before sale day 
by calling 434-376-3567 or at 
www.KnollCrestFarm.com.

REAL ESTATE
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

WANTED TO BUY

FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114.Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-313-9671 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

LOST PASSPORTS
We would like to inform 
the general Public that on 
6/26/2020 three original Iraqi 
issued passports for:

• HUSAM Abdullh Shakir
A16818486
Date & expired 2019-9-
26/2027-9-25

• Ranea SaadToma Basha
A16818255
Date & expired 2019-9-
26/2027-9-25

• Maryam HUSAM Abdullh
A16652251
Date & expired 2019-9-
11/2023-9-10

were lost by FEDEX and have 
not been located ever since. 
A police offense report exist 
for this incident with the 
case number 20-159994. If 
found, please return them to 
4801 Kenmore Ave. Apt 604; 
Alexandria, VA 22304-1108.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

The Board of Architectural 
Review (BAR) will hold an 
Electronic Public Hearing on 
WEDNESDAY, December 16, 
2020 beginning at 7:00 p.m. to 
review the following item(s):

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the December 16, 2020 
meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2 3708.2(A)(3), 
the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on June 20, 2020 or Sec-

Classifieds

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-0001

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Off er valid at es-
timate only. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 
99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  Li-
cense# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Reg-
istration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H   

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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tions 4-0.01(g) in HB29 and HB30, 
enacted by the 2020 Virginia 
General Assembly (Virginia Acts 
of Assembly Ch. 1283 and 1289), 
to undertake essential business. 
BAR board members and staff are 
participating from remote loca-
tions through Zoom Webinar. This 
meeting is being held electron-
ically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meeting to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meeting can be accessed 
by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

URL: https://zoom.us/ 
webinar/register/WN_ 
1kmSJrQgSIapQDQanwIOHw 

*The Board of Architectural Re-
view Hearing will start at 7:00 p.m., 
while the Zoom Webinar will be-
come available to join at 6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 987 6136 2484
Password: 560241

Public comments will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Lia Niebauer at lia.niebauer@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments through the conference 
call on the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning 
& Zoning at 703.746.4666 or 
visit alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2020-00553 PG
Request to install small cell facility 
on a utility pole on public property 
adjacent to 215 North Patrick Street.
Applicant: Cellco Partner-
ship dba Verizon Wireless

BAR #2020-00296 PG
Request for partial demoli-
tion/ encapsulation at 315 
North Patrick Street.
Applicant: Shambhu Aryal

BAR #2020-00363 PG
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 315 North Patrick Street.
Applicant: Shambhu Aryal

BAR #2020-00482 OHAD
Request for partial dem-
olition/ encapsulation 
at 518 Queen Street.
Applicant: Tracey L. Spotts

BAR #2020-00473 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 518 Queen Street.
Applicant: Tracey L. Spotts

BAR #2020-00549 OHAD
Request for new construction at 
3601 Potomac Avenue (Pump Sta-
tion associated with the redevel-
opment of North Potomac Yard).
Applicant: CPYR Theater, LLC

BAR #2020-00559 PG
Request for alterations, including 

painting unpainted masonry, 
at 402 North Fayette Street.
Applicant: Andrew Haas

BAR #2020-00573 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 509 Duke Street.
Applicants: Jennifer 
and Sam Watson

BAR #2020-00580 OHAD
Request for alterations and waiver 
of rooftop HVAC screening 
requirement at 509 Duke Street.
Applicants: Jennifer 
and Sam Watson

BAR #2020-00571 OHAD
Request for alterations at 
328 South Lee Street.
Applicants: Shawn Martin 
and Charlene MacDonald

Old and Historic Alexan-
dria District (OHAD); Park-
er – Gray District (PG)

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Classifieds

Kevin Fannon died peace-
fully on Sept. 18, 2020 with 
family and friends by his 
side. Born on May 30, 1967 
in Alexandria, Virginia, Kev-
in lived in Loudoun Coun-
ty (Sterling, Virginia) since 
1999, where he built a won-
derful life with his family 
and friends. In addition to his 
career in IT and computers, 
Kevin discovered a passion 
for the sport of training and 
competing in retriever hunt 
tests and field trials. Kevin 
was an elaborate storyteller 
and made friends wherever 
he went. He enjoyed life to 
the fullest, whether he was 
coaching softball, listening 
to music, training dogs or 
just hanging around with 
friends and family. 

He was the beloved hus-
band of Emily A Fannon, 
devoted and wisdom-filled 
father to Kaelin R Fannon of 
Sterling, Virginia and Sierra 
C Moran of Yokosuka, Japan, 
loving older brother to Daniel 
G. Fannon (Molly) of Copen-
hagen, Denmark and Amy F. 

Cupic (Steve) of Alexandria, 
and caring son to Mary Ellis 
Fannon of Alexandria. Kevin 
is also survived by numerous 
nieces, cousins, aunts, uncles 
and a host of friends who will 
all miss him dearly.

A celebration of Kevin’s 
life will be held once all of his 
family and friends can safely 
assemble. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider a donation 
in Kevin’s name to one of the 
flowing organizations: https://
champions-of-hope.funraise.
org or https://www.akcchf.org/
donate2015/chf-donate.html.

Kevin Michael Fannon
OBITUARY

COURTESY PHOTO

Feeling Stressed
about COVID?

Virginia C.O.P.E.S. Warmline 

877-349-MHAV (6428)
Monday - Friday 9am - 9pm

Saturday - Sunday 5pm - 9pm

OPEN TO ALL VIRGINIANS I YOU ARE NOT ALONE

V 
Compassionate Optimistic Person•Centered Empowering Support 

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
844-947-1479

O� er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

AN ORGANIZED HOME       
IS A HAPPY HOME

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves.

EXP 12/31/20.
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109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity

I genuinely appreciate your referrals, please call me if you are moving out of the area. McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an extensive 
network of agents in other locations, we can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

Licensed in Virginia
703.627.9578
dcramer@mcenearney.com | dcramer.com

We're in this together and I will guide you home. 
Donna Cramer, Realtor®

RENTED
621 Wythe Street 

Old Town
Fun apartment above The Italian Place in Old Town! Super 
cute, bright and sunny with large south facing windows and 
skylights. Updated kitchen, washer/dryer in unit, striking 
wood-burning fireplace with built-ins in living room. Rent 

includes all utilities! $1,895/month.

CONTRACT PENDING
5904 Mount Eagle Drive #712 

Montebello
Bright and spacious, well maintained one bedroom B model 
with Fall and Winter views of the Potomac River from the 
glassed-in balcony. Marble entry, refinished floors, fresh 
neutral paint and new light fixtures. Lovely gated community. 

Offered at $259,000.

The Real Estate Market is Still Hot!

FOR SALE
2415 Midtown Avenue #1422 
Midtown Alexandria Station

Spacious & luxurious, sun-washed condo just steps from the 
Huntington Metro Station. Two large bedrooms plus den make 
it easy to work from home. Beautiful wood floors throughout, 
separate dining room, kitchen island with bar.  Washer & dryer 

in the unit. Two garage spaces. Offered at $455,000.


