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Robinson
Terminal North
demolished
Bulldozing marks
start of RiverRenew
tunnel construction
BY MISSY SCHROTT

Regular visitors to Old
Town have likely noticed
that something is missing
along the waterfront.
Last month, Robinson
Terminal North, a massive
waterfront warehouse located at 501 N. Union St., was
demolished. The demolition
was part of RiverRenew, a
half-billion-dollar
project

that involves building a tunnel system under the city to
prevent combined sewage
from overflowing into the
Potomac River.
The combined sewer system in Alexandria has been a
problem for years. On a typical day, the system carries
combined sewage and rainwater to AlexRenew, the city’s
wastewater treatment facility
located at 1800 Limerick St.
On rainy days, however, the
SEE RTN
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The sunrise as seen from King Street on Wednesday morning.

City’s vaccine plans
Frontline workers,
LTCFs to be first
recipients
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

PHOTO/ DICK CHAIT

Rubble from the demolished Robinson Terminal North warehouse.

With the possibility of
a COVID-19 vaccine being
made publicly available in
the coming months, the
Alexandria Health Department is working on plans for
distribution in the city.
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Holiday Gift Guide

Funding approved for food
security, eviction prevention.

Our top picks in health and
wellness-themed gifts.
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Two viable COVID-19
vaccines are on a fast track
through Food and Drug Administration testing and approval processes and could
be distributed to states as
soon as this month.
In November, the companies behind the two vaccines, Moderna and Pfizer,
announced that each vaccine was about 95% effec-

tive against the coronavirus.
Distribution of the vaccines,
both of which require two
doses spaced three to four
weeks apart, is dependent on
final testing and approval of
emergency use by the FDA.
Dr. Stephen Haering,
director of AHD, told City
Council at a legislative
SEE VACCINE
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Quaker Hill

PRICE IMPROVEMENT

ACTIVE

5 937 T E LE G R A P H R OA D | A LE X A N D R I A
5 Bed | 4F 2H Bath | $2,999,000

1 0 0 0 DA R T M O U T H R OA D | A LE X A N D R I A
6 Bed | 4F 1H Bath | $1,349,500

Old Town

Old Town

ACTIVE

Old Town

Wilton Woods

Personally, we are as eager as you are to close out the year 2020.
Professionally, we have had a very busy and productive year. Choosing
the right agent to represent you in this competitive market is critical to
getting top dollar. We can’t thank our clients enough for choosing us to
represent them. Please contact us if you will be in the market to sell or
buy in the next year. - Dayna and Kerry

SOLD

SOLD

3 2 9 N WA S H I N G T O N S T | A L E X A N D R I A
7 Bed | 5F 1H Bath | $2,890,000

319 S UNION ST | ALEX ANDRIA
3 Bed | 2F 1H Bath | $1,885,000

308 N CO LU M B U S ST | ALEX AN D R IA
5 Bed | 2F 1H Bath | $1,325,000

Old Town

Beverly Hills

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

6 0 2 N OV E R L O O K D R | A L E X A N D R I A
4 Bed | 3F 1H Bath | $986,500

524 GIBBON ST | ALEX ANDRIA
2 Bed | 2F 1H Bath | $950,000

DAYNA BLUMEL
& KERRY ADAMS
D: 703.597.2252 | K: 703.587.7841
dayna.blumel@compass.com
kerry.adams@compass.com
BlumelAdams.com

Offering Exceptional Service in
Every Price Range
Washingtonian Top Agents 2015-2020

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit
property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

DECEMBER 10, 2020 | 3

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Scholarship Fund raises $16,000
The Scholarship Fund of Alexandria raised about $16,000
for scholarships during its annual Women’s Holiday Soiree,
according to a news release.
The funds raised during
the event will go directly toward college scholarships
for Alexandria students in

T.C. Williams High School’s
class of 2021. Thanks to an
unnamed Scholarship Fund
donor, all gifts made to this
fundraising campaign will be
doubled, up to $5,000, according to the release. Donations
can still be made at https://
tinyurl.com/SFASoiree.

About 60 women participated in the virtual event
this year, including Sugeivis
Gomez, a 2017 T.C. Williams graduate who received
a four-year scholarship to
Georgetown University, according to the release.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

organizes donation drive

Foundation Fitness of Alexandria, a personal training studio in Del Ray, has
organized a Wishing Tree
clothing donation drive.
Residents can sign up
WHAT'S IN AN ADOPTION FEE?
which has presented chal- ect in order to assist the
to donate specific items,
lenges for parents and stu- community that will host
including socks, pajamas,
dents. The plywood desks, the university’s Innovation
underwear and outerwear,
which Building Momentum Campus, according to the
claims can be constructed release.
Building
Momentum
in less than five minutes,
were designed to help pro- had received more than 300
vide a stable learning space desk requests and had defor students, according to livered about 150 desks by
mid-November, according
the release.
A group of Virginia Tech to the release. Families can
alumni have also started request a desk by visiting
lending their help to Build- https://buildmo.com/desks.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
ing Momentum’s desk proj-

Building Momentum gains steam

that will go to the Alexandria Boys and Girls Club. Go
to https://bit.ly/3gtTKgZ to
sign up for a donation slot.
Items must be dropped
off at Foundation Fitness,
1901-B Mt. Vernon Ave. by
Dec. 24.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

Building Momentum, a
local “problem solving organization,” has been providing easy-to-assemble desks
to Alexandria students since
the start of the fall 2020
school year, and now some
Virginia Tech alumni have
joined the project, according
to a news release.
Alexandria City Public
Schools have been almost
entirely virtual for the majority of the school year,
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Support us by supporting them!
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the news every week. Please show them
your thanks by patronizing their businesses.

“Because everyone
deserves a home.”
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“Keep ‘em Clean
and Cute!”

Locally owned and operated servicing Alexandria!
Please visit www.petgroomingalexandria.com

T H E

L E A D E R

I N

LASER DENTISTRY
N O PA I N
NO DRILL
NO INJECTION
NO ANESTHESIA
FA S T E R R E C OV E RY

E N H A N C E YO U R
SMILE FOR THE
H O L I D AY S !
COSMETIC AESTHETICS
I N C L U D E S K I N R E J U V E N AT I O N ,
H A I R R E M O VA L , L I P S A N D F R E C K L E S .

Dr. Salartash
3116 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria, VA 22305

703.745.5496 | dentalexcellenceva.com

VACCINE
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meeting on Nov. 24 that the
effectiveness of both vaccines is promising, given the
flu vaccine administered every year is often only 30% to
40% effective.
“We know the influenza
vaccine saves tens of thousands of lives a year and prevents hundreds of thousands
of hospitalizations,” Haering
said. “This is very promising
that we’re having vaccines
that, at least from the trials,
look to be 95% effective.”
Although Haering said
news of the vaccine could
be the light at the end of the
tunnel for many people, he
acknowledged that “we really don’t know how long the
tunnel is.” As a result, AHD
has plans not only for vaccine distribution in the coming months but continued
testing and contact tracing.
The Virginia Department
of Health announced that the
state is expecting an initial
shipment of 480,000 doses by
the end of December, assuming the FDA approves emergency use, according to Dr.
Anne Gaddy, deputy director
of AHD. The initial shipment
will include only the first dose
of the vaccine. It is unclear
how many of the 480,000 doses will go to Alexandria.
The first phase of vaccine
distribution in the city will
likely focus on first responders, healthcare workers and
residents and staff in longterm care facilities, according
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. This first
phase will be a joint effort between AHD, hospitals, healthcare systems and pharmacy
partners, according to Gaddy.
Pharmacies that have
partnered through a federal
program will help in vaccinating staff and residents
at long-term care facilities,
which have been especially
hard hit by the pandemic.
The CDC has yet to determine who will be vaccinated in the next phase.

We know the influenza vaccine
saves tens of thousands of
lives a year and prevents hundreds
of thousands of hospitalizations.
This is very promising that we’re
having vaccines that, at least from
the trials, look to be 95% effective.”
– Dr. Stephen Haering,
director, Alexandria Health Department

However, Gaddy said it will
likely include critical infrastructure workers – those in
law enforcement, education,
transportation and agriculture – and people who are at
high risk of infection, such as
those 65 and older.
During the second phase
of distribution, AHD plans
to assume a more significant
role in vaccinating residents
through public points of distribution, or PODs.
“We will be setting up
distribution points in community sites that are accessible to those groups of people
and be basically having clinics that are much like the flu
clinics that we’ve run in the
past,” Gaddy said.
Once the vaccine is available to the general public, the
health department will continue its distribution process
with an emphasis on uninsured and underinsured residents, according to Gaddy.
Dr. Basim Khan, executive director at community health care provider
Neighborhood Health, has
expressed interest in aiding
with this effort, similarly to
how Neighborhood Health
collaborated with the city on
community testing efforts
throughout the pandemic.
“Our hope and our concern is that our patient population, which has been disproportionally impacted by
the pandemic, gets access to
a vaccine quickly,” Khan said.
AHD is currently conducting site analysis for

PODs but plans on spacing
sites throughout the city so
that they are easily accessible
as vaccine supply increases.
“All our staff will be working in PODs in one way or another,” Haering said. “In terms
of having people on site with
flow control and traffic control, registration, reviewing
the forms, vaccinating and
supporting the vaccinators,
we’re looking at 90 people
per POD, three or four PODs a
week at a lot of different locations through the city.”
However, before AHD
even receives the vaccine,
health officials will need
to overcome what Haering
called “vaccine hesitancy.”
Certain community members are hesitant about the
vaccine, its effectiveness
and potential side effects. In
some cases, this hesitancy is
for good reason, Gaddy said.
“We realize that certain
parts of the community, in
particular people of color,
have very valid historical
reasons for distrusting the
medical system and a vaccine
coming out,” Gaddy said.
The Tuskegee experiments, which took place
from 1932 to 1972, still loom
large among communities of
color. During these experiments, doctors recruited 600
Black men with syphilis for a
study. The doctors gave the
sick men placebos and did
not treat them, then tracked
their deteriorating health
SEE VACCINE
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Virginia: Open With Care.
Covid-19 Isn’t Over.
Cases continue to rise at an alarming rate. We know it’s hard, but all of us
must double-down on our eﬀorts to protect ourselves, our families, and
our communities from COVID-19.
Be diligent with the following:

6 ft.

Wear a mask
in public.

Stay 6 feet away
from others.

Wash your
hands often.

Limit
your circle.

More at vdh.virginia.gov, or call 2-1-1 for help with food, shelter or safety.
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Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.
• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Office:
703-560-6243
Cell and Text:
703 629-9977

“Everybody is very hopeful and excited
because of the vaccines. At the same time,
we want to emphasize that the vaccine being
available doesn’t mean that everybody’s going to
be able to throw away their masks just yet and
that the vaccine is really one component of people
protecting themselves and their loved ones.”
– Dr. Anne Gaddy,
deputy director, Alexandria Health Department

VACCINE

Bruce Elton
Owner maidservicesinc.com
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and, in some cases, deaths.
Enslaved people were also

regularly used to test new
medicine or surgical techniques that resulted in death
or permanent health issues.

Our King & Savior draws near.
The People of Grace
Send Christmas Blessings to All.
The Grace Episcopal Church Food Pantry distributes
bags of non-perishable foods to over 300 families each week!
Please consider donating.
You too can help our Alexandria neighbors in need.
To learn more and to donate online, visit:
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/158826
Grace Episcopal Church • 3601 Russell Road • Alexandria, VA 22305 • 703.549.1980 • www.gracealex.org

Come, let us adore Him. And share of ourselves for Him.
V1 Grace_Episcopal_AlexTimes_EighthPg_A_4C.indd 1

12/3/20 6:40 PM

That history has left a fog
of distrust. A recent national
study released by the COVID
Collaborative, NAACP and
UnidosUS found that only
14% of Black Americans trust
that a vaccine will be safe,
while only 18% trust it will
be effective. Meanwhile, the
same study found that 34%
of Latinos polled trust it will
be safe and 40% trust that it
will be effective.
In anticipation of the vaccine, AHD staff are establishing open, transparent communication with communities
of color and other people who
are skeptical of the vaccine,
Natalie Talis, population
health manager at AHD, said.
That involves acknowledging
this disturbing history while
also sharing concrete data
about the pandemic.
“Part of that information
sharing is also being really
transparent and open about
the data and the fact that
COVID has disproportionally impacted communities of
color, the same communities
that might be more hesitant
about the vaccine,” Talis said.
In response to concerns
about potential side effects
from the vaccine, Gaddy said
any side effects, which may
include body aches or fever,
would be far less severe than
the symptoms of the virus
itself. Side effects occur
with any vaccine and indicate that the body’s defense
mechanisms are working.
“In general, those are
expected to be more mild

symptoms that should resolve in a day or two, as
compared to COVID itself,
which can cause extreme
fatigue, prolonged fever, severe respiratory symptoms
and put people in the hospital or even lead to death,”
Gaddy said.
Another challenge for
AHD’s vaccine distribution
plans is staffing.
Staffing has been an ongoing challenge for AHD
throughout the pandemic.
AHD currently has about
140 full-time staff, according to Haering. However,
city staff and members of
the medical reserve corps
will also be assisting with
vaccine distribution.
Some staff will pivot from
testing to the vaccine PODs,
but Haering said he anticipates that increased demand
– and steady supply – for testing will continue through the
winter. AHD has been sending
funding from the state health
department to Neighborhood
Health to allow the community health organization to increase its community testing
operations as well.
The development and
distribution of effective vaccines are significant steps
toward a return to normalcy, but AHD staff urged residents to remain cautious,
even after they’ve been
vaccinated. Social distancing, handwashing and mask
wearing will remain necessary as health professionals
assess how long the vaccine’s
protection lasts and how it
works on a large scale.
“Everybody is very hopeful and excited because of
the vaccines,” Gaddy said.
“At the same time, we want
to emphasize that the vaccine being available doesn’t
mean that everybody’s going to be able to throw away
their masks just yet and that
the vaccine is really one
component of people protecting themselves and their
loved ones.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Alexandria Design
Studio Now Open
We’re thrilled to open our 4th design studio
at the corner of Washington and King.
Because during these times,
home is more important than ever.

Always Alexandria
If you're looking to remodel a kitchen, add a bathroom, finish
a basement, or build an addition, our proprietary CaseStudy‰
process delivers all of the information you need to make the
best decisions for your own unique project. We'll virtually
collaborate on ideas, develop three unique design options with your dream design virtually rendered in 3D - and include
budgeting information and timelines. Visit CaseDesign.com
to set a virtual appointment or to learn more.
Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy,
and respectful worksite and experience.

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA
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Council approves funding for food
security, eviction prevention
City advises residents
to enroll in state rent
relief programs
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

At its legislative meeting
on Tuesday, City Council approved $1 million in funding
for the extension of food security and eviction prevention programs in 2021.
The approved funding
will allow the city to continue
its food and rental assistance
programs developed earlier
this year when funding from
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief
and Economic Security Act
expires at the end of 2020.
The city has received two
allocations of federal CARES
Act funding over the last
year, totaling $28 million,
according to City Manager

FILE IMAGE

City Council approved funding to go toward ongoing food distribution efforts.

Mark Jinks. Localities that
received funding through
the CARES Act were required to spend all of the
allocated dollars by Dec. 31,
2020. As of Tuesday, the city

had spent nearly all of its
federal funding, about $27.8
million.
Of that funding, about $6.5
million went toward rental
assistance and eviction pre-

vention and $3.9 went toward
addressing food insecurity.
There has long been hope
that Congress would pass an
additional pandemic stimulus bill, Jinks said. Although

a bipartisan Senate bill is
gaining traction, the city,
and its residents, could not
afford to wait for the gears
of the federal government to
start turning.
“We’ve got folks that are
facing eviction. People’s need
to put food on their table isn’t
going to go away for a couple
months while we wait to see
what the feds do,” Jinks said.
As a result, Department of
Community and Human Services staff proposed a bridge
program that would provide
additional local funding to
ensure these programs continue to serve residents in
need through April 2021.
City staff proposed allocating an additional $375,000
SEE CITY COUNCIL

LI V E ON YOU R OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents,
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.

LE T’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNE Y !
703 797 38 0 0

|

HER MITAGEN OVA . O R G

|

50 0 0 FA IR BA NKS AV EN U E

|

A L E X A N DR I A , VA 2 2311
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toward its ongoing food distribution efforts, which have
already provided more than
three million meals to residents through partnerships
with nonprofits and churches.
The funding would go
toward the large-scale distributions the city has been
hosting, in collaboration
with local nonprofit ALIVE!,
at Cora Kelly School for
Math, Science and Technology and Northern Virginia
Community College. Those
distributions occur twice a
month and serve 8,000 people, according to staff.
The city has been providing a monthly supply
of food to pantries at nonprofits and churches. The
additional funding would
extend that support that
serves between 4,000 and
5,000 people. This local
funding would also provide
ongoing support for smaller
pop-up distributions, grocery delivery for seniors and
food for quarantined residents and families.
The city has been providing financial, legal and administrative support for residents
going through the eviction
process, and DCHS staff proposed devoting an additional
$675,000 to rental assistance
and eviction prevention.
With the pandemic leaving many residents unemployed and unable to pay
rent, evictions have been
a concern throughout the
pandemic. Resident Sulema
Santos Acosta testified at
the legislative meeting that

she owes almost $6,000
in rent and is scared that
she and her children will
be evicted and left on the
street during the coldest
part of the year.
“Eviction is a long-term
problem that needs longterm solutions,” Ingris Moran, lead organizer at Tenants and Workers United,
said. “We call on [council]
to take action by allocating
long-term funding for case
managers to help people
navigate the confusing legal
system to avoid being evicted
or find new housing.”
In addition to extending
local protections and programs, DCHS’ proposal focuses on ensuring residents
who are going through the
eviction process have information about and access to
a new state-level rent relief
program.
If residents can get into
the state rent assistance program, they are guaranteed
monthly rent relief far beyond April, which is what the
city can provide, Eric Keeler,
deputy director of the Office
of Housing, said.
“Currently, they’ve been
going through DCHS for that
program, but there’s going to
be a call center where people will be able to get [help]
directly there,” Keeler said.
“We’re also working with
the landlords in the city so
they can apply directly to the
state for those funds also.”
Councilor Canek Aguirre
raised concerns about how
the city is guaranteeing relief
is actually getting to tenants.
Management companies

Eviction is a long-term problem
that needs long-term solutions.
We call on [council] to take action
by allocating long-term funding for
case managers to help people navigate
the confusing legal system to avoid
being evicted or find new housing.”
– Ingris Moran,
lead organizer, Tenants and Workers United

have been keeping rent ledgers, which track checks and
balances for tenants, Keeler
said. The city also has its
own accounting verification
system to check the status of
payments and verify the validity of these rent ledgers.
Councilor Del Pepper
made a motion, seconded by

Councilor John Chapman,
to approve the allocation of
funds. Council approved it
unanimously, 7-0.
Despite some concerns,
members of council praised
staff’s efforts to provide
these services during the
pandemic.
“I think staff did an in-

credible job, and, having
talked with my counterparts around the region and
around the commonwealth,
I can tell you they are asking us what we are doing,
asking for examples of what
we have done,” Mayor Justin
Wilson said.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

VIRGINIA

REDISTRICTING

2020 VIRGINIA
REDISTRICTING
COMMISSION
Virginia has voted to have a redistricting
commission and you can be part of it!

If you are interested in becoming a citizen
commissioner go to our website
for more information.

Accepting applications
November 30th through December 28th
Apply Today
https://redistricting.dis.virginia.gov/
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Top: The former location of Robinson Terminal North as seen from Oronoco Street in early December.
Middle: Scrap metal from the Robinson Terminal North demolition in mid-November. The rubble has
since been removed from the site.
Bottom: A sign near the former Robinson Terminal North site provides details about RiverRenew's
tunnel system project.
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pipes don’t have the capacity
to transport the quantity of
combined sewage entering the
system. As a result, combined
sewage overflows into the
city’s waterways at four outfalls about 70 times per year,
according to AlexRenew.
In 2017, the state legislature passed a law requiring
the city to remediate its four
outfalls by July 1, 2025. Thus,
RiverRenew, a project led by
AlexRenew in partnership
with the city, was created.
The project involves drilling a two-mile long, 12-foot
wide, 100-foot deep tunnel
system that will begin at the
AlexRenew water treatment
facility and end at Outfall
001, which is adjacent to
Oronoco Bay Park and just
north of Robinson Terminal
North.
Once complete, the tunnel will intercept combined
sewage that is headed for the
Potomac River and redirect it
to AlexRenew, where it can
be treated.
The portion of Robinson
Terminal North located on
the east side of Union Street
was demolished to make
way for the project. When
construction
commences,
AlexRenew will build an
outfall diversion facility underground at the site. The
portion of the Robinson Terminal North warehouse on
the west side of Union Street
will remain untouched by the
project.
The warehouse served as
a shipping hub for the Washington Post for more than
70 years, according to the
site’s current owner, Rooney
Properties. The Post decommissioned and sold the warehouse in 2013.
Since then, the warehouse has sat vacant on
the waterfront. In October
2015, Rooney Properties
submitted plans to the city
to redevelop the site and
build a 132-room hotel, a
66-unit residential complex

and four restaurants. The
developers announced in
2016 that they were putting
the plans on hold because
of unfavorable market response to the proposal.
Rooney Properties has
not announced plans for future redevelopment. Greg
Hoffman, vice president of
Rooney Properties, said the
developer does not plan to
start any projects until RiverRenew is completed in 2025.
He declined to say whether
redevelopment would be residential or commercial.
Some residents and organizations, especially the city’s
Ad Hoc Monitoring Group
on Waterfront Construction,
have raised concerns over the
years about pollutants at the
Robinson Terminal North site.
Past industrial activities and
the storage of chemicals and
petroleum at the site have impacted the soil and groundwater underlying the property,
according to a 2015 study.
The Virginia Department
of Environmental Quality is
also involved in evaluating
the site. As a result, future
developers may be required
to follow certain regulations
during construction, such as
specially handling soil generated during excavation or
implementing groundwater
management.
The demolition of Robinson Terminal North began in early November.
Once the construction crew
from ACECO, the contractor hired to do the project,
was set up, the demolition
itself took a little more
than a week, concluding
just before Thanksgiving,
according to Kevin Pilong,
construction manager for
RiverRenew.
Dick Chait, a retired Alexandria resident who lives
near Union Street, took an
interest in the demolition
and spent time watching and
chatting with the construction crew.
SEE RTN
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Give back

to Alexandria Nonprofits

2111 Mt Vernon Ave, Del Ray

Combined Federal Campaign

Tails High

Cat Rescue and Adoption
www.tailshigh.org

velocitycoop.org

to support your favorite nonprofit(s)

# 23910

703-819-5240

5 ways

meow@tailshigh.org

You can make a difference with your tax-deductible donation. Please consider donating
to these worthy causes. Honor a loved one with a gift to their favorite nonprofit.

Please consider Velocity
when making year-end
charitable donations.
Your contributions help
us support community
outreach programs, bike
scholarships, education, &
encourage the community
to cycle.

our 10th year!

BY HEATHER PEELER

1.

Be an ambassador and
use your social media
channels to highlight
the work of your favorite organizations. It’s a great way
to let your friends and family
know what’s important to you.

2.

Create an individual
fundraising page for
your favorite nonprofit.
Share a video about why you
care about this cause, invite
friends to give, match donations or maybe even offer to
do fun challenges to encourage people to give.

3.

Donate. Even better –
make a recurring gift.
Recurring donors, on
average, have five times the
impact of a one-time gift.

4.

Purchase items from
an organization’s Amazon Wish List and make
this part of your holiday shopping. Or find out what in-kind
donations the organization
needs and scope out Craigslist
or Freecycle for donations.

5.

Give your time and
talent through volunteering. Find out what
the nonprofit needs and see
how you can help.
The writer is president
and chief executive officer
of ACT for Alexandria.

With the recent surge of COVID-19,
the need to provide vital resources
to our kids and families is critical.
The BGCGW Dunbar Alexandria-Olympic Boys
& Girls Club is determined to do all we can to
continue serving our families and community.
As you prepare for this season of giving make
a gift today, visit https://tinyurl.com/AlexBGC
and designate to “Alexandria Club”.

Contact info: (703) 549-3077
phall@bgcgw.org
facebook.com/AlexandriaBGC

Donation Drop Off
Open Weekdays 2 – 7:30 pm
401 North Payne Street | Alexandria VA 22314
BGCGW United Way #8047 / CFC #44919

M-F 8am-11am or
Sat 11am-1pm
25 S. Dove St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

12 |DECEMBER 10, 2020

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Giving Thanks!
Alexandria Council of
Human Services Organizations
This has been a challenging year for all Alexandrians, but it has been especially
difficult for many in our community. Through it all, the Alexandria Council of
Human Services Organizations (ACHSO) member organizations and their teams
have worked tirelessly to assist area individuals and families in-need.
Thank you to the 52 ACHSO member organizations for all
they have done in 2020 and will continue to do in 2021.
ACT for Alexandria
ADORE Children and Family Services
Alexandria City Manager’s Office
Alexandria Department of Community and Human
Services
Alexandria Health Department
Alexandria Juvenile and Domestic Relations (Court Service
Unit)
Alexandria Office of Housing
Alexandria Seaport Foundation
Alexandria Tutoring Consortium
ALIVE!
Animal Welfare League of Alexandria
At Home in Alexandria
Brain Injury Services, Inc.
Carpenter’s Shelter
Casa Chirilagua
Center for Alexandria’s Children
Computer C.O.R.E.
Dream Project
Friends of Guest House
Friends of the Alexandria Community Mental Health
Center
Girls on the Run of Northern Virginia
Heard-Del Ray Community Partnership
Just Neighbors Ministry
Legal Services of Northern Virginia
Literacy Council of Northern Virginia

Neighborhood Health
New Hope Housing
Northern Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance
Northern Virginia Community College
Norther Virginia Family Service
Nueva Vida
OAR of Arlington, Alexandria and Fairfax
Partnership for a Healthier Alexandria
Project ID & Spread the Vote
Rebuilding Together DC Alexandria
Running Brooke
Senior Services of Alexandria
SOHO – Space of Her Own
Stop Child Abuse Now (SCAN)
Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria
Tenants and Workers United
The ARC of Northern Virginia
The Art League
The Campagna Center
The Child & Family Network Centers
The Scholarship Fund of Alexandria
The Spitfire Club
Together We Bake
UpCycle Creative Reuse Center
Volunteer Alexandria
Wesley Housing Development Corporation
YMCA Alexandria

Please consider making a financial contribution to
one or more of our nonprofit members.
Find ACHSO member URLs at alexandriava.gov/ACHSO

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Holiday
Gift Guide

COURTESY PHOTO

Sustainable grocer Mason & Greens has an assortment of self-care items, including oils and soaps, home decor items and even quaint stocking stuffers.

Health &
wellness gifts
Take care of your loved ones
and your community this
holiday season
BY LINDSEY SULLIVAN

During the holiday season,
it is easy to get so caught up in
the hustle and bustle of decorating, celebrating and spreading cheer that you forget to
take care of yourself, too.
This week’s holiday gift
guide is bringing you all the
best ideas in the health and
wellness department, so that
you can best care for yourself
and the ones you love.
With an entire Wellness
District in Del Ray devoted
to providing the community with ways to keep them-

selves happy and healthy,
Alexandria has much to offer toward the community’s
health.
It’s more important now
than ever before to prioritize
the health of our minds and
bodies. You can do just that
by shopping at Alexandria’s
health and wellness-focused
businesses.
Next week, the final installment of our annual holiday gift guide will feature
last-minute gift ideas for all
the procrastinators out there.

Four Directions Wellness

Give the free gift of wellness to yourself and a friend
with the help of Four Directions Wellness. President
and founder Mara Benner is
now offering complimentary
online classes teaching selfcare reiki, a Japanese relaxation technique, through the
holiday season.
The class can be a great
way to relieve stress and build
resilience, Benner said. The
SEE GIFT GUIDE
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Health &
Wellness
This holiday season,
make dining with
family & friends
even better with our
party platters.

The perfect gift:
A Dishes of India
gift certificate with a
20% bonus!
Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Let’s Eat
Fontaine Caffe & Creperie
Fontaine Caffe & Creperie
is one of Alexandria’s restaurant establishments that
locals have continued to patronize in the midst of the
pandemic. However, the
manner of Fontaine dining
has changed over the past
nine months.
Besides offering individual entrees ranging from
crepes to quiche to steak,
Fontaine started offering
larger entrée options with
the onset of the now eased
lockdown. Now, families can
order whole quiches, a whole
roasted chicken, a classic
pot roast with vegetables
and Moravian chicken pies.
Moravian chicken pie is a
savory meat pie with a tra-

ditional double crust made
with flaky short-crust pastry filled with only chunks of
poached chicken meat and a
thick broth-based sauce.
With brisk weather upon
us, Fontaine has embraced
the new normal and developed some new ways to enjoy its cuisine. Bring your
own blanket, or purchase one
from Fontaine, and select an
outdoor heated table. You can
also dine in the socially distant-tabled dining rooms.
The crepes, soups, salads
and desserts will have your
mouth-watering whether you
dine inside or outside or try
takeout or delivery.
Let's Eat is advertorial content.

AT A GLANCE
Restaurant Name:
Fontaine Caffe & Creperie
Location: 119
South Royal St.
Neighborhood: Old Town
Year opened: 2008
Type of food: French
with a European flair
Hours of operation during
COVID-19: Sunday to
Thursday 10 a.m. to 8

p.m.; Friday and Saturday
dinner until 9 p.m.;
Saturday and Sunday
brunch 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Who to contact for
event info: Kayla at
kayla@fontainecaffe.
com or Stacey at stacey@
fontainecaffe.com
Website: www.
fontainecaffe.com

SEE GIFT GUIDE
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sessions last for an hour and
are conducted via Zoom. Sign
up online for a complimentary
class through the Four Directions website: www.fourdirectionswellness.com/classes.
Four Directions Wellness
also offers gift certificates for
a variety of wellness classes
and individual sessions, in
addition to reiki. Purchase a
gift certificate for yourself or
a friend through the website:
www.fourdirectionswellness.
com/gift-certificates/.

Truly Life

Looking
for
natural
hand-made gifts that can
support your health and the
environment, too? Truly
Life, owned by local Mellenie
Runion, may have just what

COURTESY PHOTOS

Top: Truly Life specializes in handmade health and skincare products.
Bottom: Handmade soaps and loofahs from Truly Life make great
gifts for health and beauty afficionados.

you’re looking for.
Runion offers handmade
soaps, loofahs and other skincare products using
fresh plants and herbs grown
in her garden.

Book Make Great Gifts!
1712 Mount Vernon Ave, Alexandria

Now through the holiday season, if you make an
online purchase and comment “Art on the Avenue,”
you can get two free quarter
bars of Runion’s handmade
soaps. Comment “donate”
and Runion will donate an
additional bar to Casa Chiralagua as well.
Shop Runion’s handmade gift items through the
Truly Life website: https://
truly-life.com/shop/. Order
online and have your items
SEE GIFT GUIDE
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shipped to your home or select free curbside pickup.

Resilience gift sets

Four Directions Wellness,
Truly Life and Flora Living
and Design are teaming up
this holiday season to provide resilience gift boxes for
those looking to give the gift
of wellness.
Each gift box is $30 and
includes three bars of handmade soap from Truly Life, a
handmade mask from Flora
Living and Design and one
wellness consultation at Four
Directions Wellness.
Runion said the three
women entrepreneurs who
lead the businesses were inspired to team up and build
the boxes in order to provide
useful holiday gifts.

friends for a workshop in
December through the Flora
Living and Design website:
https://floralivingdesign.com

The boxes are a great way
to meet the needs of people
who are experiencing anxiety and other stressors due to
the pandemic, Runion said.
Purchase
gift
boxes
through the Truly Life website: https://truly-life.com/
product/resilience-gift-set/

Mason & Greens

Flora Living and Design

Sometimes the best method of self-care is losing yourself in the act of creating something of your own while being
surrounded by good company.
Amy Eggers of Flora Living and Design is offering
just that every Thursday in
December with outdoor evergreen workshops. Get a
group of friends together and
join in a fun floral festivity
by creating your own wreath
or evergreen mantle.
The workshops are a

HELP US
HIT 500!

COURTESY PHOTO

Flora Living and Design's outdoor evergreen workshops are available
every Thursday in December.

“BYOB happy hour,” featuring a fire pit to keep everyone warm while making their
creations.
Eggers said the workshops
are a great way to relax and

have some fun with friends
while creating something
that can then be used to enhance your space for the holidays as well.
Sign up yourself and five

If the health of the environment is a priority for your
holiday shopping needs this
year, check out sustainable
grocer Mason and Greens’
assortment of gift items and
dry goods.
Located in Old Town, Mason and Greens has a variety
of gifts in every department,
including self-care items
like oils and soaps, unique
home decor, quaint stocking
stuffers and much more. Find
gifts for all your loved ones
while also caring for the environment with sustainable,
eco-friendly shopping.
SEE GIFT GUIDE

This month Old Town Books is committed to getting more than 500 books
to local kids in need. Donate to Book Love, our charitable giving program,
and we'll match 20% of your donation. $25 donations come with a stocking
stuffer so you can donate on behalf of a loved one. Visit oldtownbooks.com
or stop by the store at 104 S. Union Street to learn more.

Contact us at: 703.647.9749

hello@oldtownbooks.com

| 16
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Order your gifts through
the website featuring plastic-free online shopping:
h t t p s: //s h o p. m a s o n a n d greens.com or bring your own
bag when you shop in person.

Your CBD Store

Give the gift of relaxation
with a hemp-derived product
from Your CBD Store in Old
Town.
CBD is said to have a variety of health benefits, including relief from bodily
pain and inflammation, reduction in anxiety and depression and more.
With a range of items
from Sun Med brand, Your
CBD Store offers high quality hemp products, such as
CBD-infused topical oils,
creams, specialty skincare
items and more.
Shop in-store at 301 S.
Washington St., Suite B.

Fitness studio gift cards

Shopping for a fitness
lover? Or maybe you’re just
looking for a source of stress
relief and a way to connect
with your mind and body?
Alexandria is home to many

COURTESY PHOTOS

Left: A reusable shopping bag from Mason & Greens. The sustainable grocer also provides plastic-free online shopping for digital orders.
Right: Your CBD Store offers a wide range of hemp products, including topical oils, creams and skincare items infused with CBD.

fitness studios and wellness
centers offering gift certificates and class passes
that might be just the gift a
loved one is hoping for this
holiday season.
Old Town Sport and
Health is offering a free week
of membership to its facilities throughout the holiday
season. Learn more through

JOINWEEKEND
US 1

DEL RAY ARTISANS
HOLIDAY MARKET

December 6th

December
through
4-6
December 8th
December
WEEKEND 2
11-13
December 13th
December
through
18-20

2020

December 15th
Accepting reservations
Friday
for New Year’s
6-9WEEKEND
pm Eve3
for seatings
at and
5:00,
December
20th
Saturday
7:00 and
9:00
Sundthrough
ay

Prix11
fixe
menu
am-6
pm

December 22nd

Different Artists Each Weekend

Del Ray Artisans Gallery
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria
DelRayArtisans.org/holiday-market-2020

Covid 19
procedures
in place

its website: https://www.
sportandhealth.com/ locations/old-town.
River Edge Yoga offers a
variety of in-person and virtual yoga classes for all levels, including classes for beginners, advanced students
and some made specifically
for moms and their babies.
Purchase a pass to yoga

class for yourself or a friend
through the website: http://
riversedgeyoga.com.
Studio
Body
Logic,
founded and owned by Karen Garcia, has been home
to authentic Pilates classes
since 1996. Purchase a class
through the website: https://
www.studiobodylogic.com.
Give the ultimate stress

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Le Refuge

relief gift with a gift certificate to Sugar House, Alexandria’s day spa and salon. Sugar
House offers a multitude of
services like facials, massages
and spa packages. Gift cards
for spa treatments are available for purchase through the
website: https://www.sugarhousedayspa.com.
-lsullivan@alextimes.com

Purposeful gifts
crafted by hand
for home and life

Now accepting reservations for
seatings at:
Christmas Eve 4:30, 6:30 & 8:30
3 course menu
New Year’s Eve 5:00, 7:00 and 9:00
4 course menu with a glass
of champagne

Take-out available!

#LiveLifeFair

915 King St, Alexandria
703-684-1435
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Sparkling wines make every day special
BY JILL ERBER

Note: This article first ran
in the Dec. 12, 2019 Alexandria Times.
I’d like to propose a toast…
Wait a minute! It’s time to
rethink how and when we
select, drink, share and pair
sparkling wines.
Everyone knows sparkling wines are one of the
great treasures of the wine
world, but this style has become almost too precious.
Typically reserved for holidays and other special occasions, sometimes hosts will
offer a quarter-glass just for
a ceremonial toast. When
else would you offer guests a
quarter glass of anything?
Henceforth, let us agree
that sparkling wine should
not be used sparingly and is
not just for special occasion
sipping.

First, some background
on our beloved bubbly

Sparkling wines were invented by French monks some
500 years ago. While using
the same grapes as many still
wines, the process is a bit different. As any wine ferments,
yeast converts sugar to alcohol
and emits carbon dioxide as a
byproduct. With still wine,

HOMES

fermentation occurs in a barrel or tank, so the CO2 dissipates. In contrast, sparkling
wines are fermented in sealed
systems – pressure tanks or
glass bottles. The resulting
carbon dioxide “dissolves”
into the wine, only to be released in the form of cheerful
bubbles upon opening.
The pinnacle of sparkling
wines, French Champagne, is
famous for the complex flavor
and delicate effervescence
that results from a second
yeasty fermentation in the
bottle. Other sparkling wines,
like delightfully crisp Italian
Prosecco, are fermented in
the barrel or tank and then
bottled with their bubbles,
but without a second fermentation. Still others are artificially pumped full of carbon
dioxide, just like soda, resulting in a harsher, more volatile bubble. Not surprisingly,
those are the least expensive,
but also the least respected.
The amount of labor, degree of delicacy and regional pedigree of any sparkling
wine is directly related to its
availability and price. True
Champagne, produced only
in the tiny northern-French
region of the same name,
has such name recognition
and worldwide demand that

FILE PHOTO

JILL ERBER
its price puts it out of reach
of most for daily drinking.
Happily, some non-Champagne wines like Spanish
Cava and French Crémant
mimic this traditional method of preparation, resulting
in stunningly similar results,
but at a fraction of the cost.
In other words, there are so
many
lovingly-prepared,
high-quality alternatives out
there, one should never be
without bubbly in the fridge.

Wait, it comes in pink?

Just when we thought

Environmentally smart gardening
Smart gardening practices can help reduce the impacts of climate
change. | Page 18

sparkling wine couldn’t be
any more festive, we encounter sparkling rosé. Like still
varieties, these rosy sparklers are left to rest on the
grape skins to absorb color,
flavor and structure. Possessing round flavor and vibrant
color, sparkling rosé simply
cannot be beat on the wow
scale. Nothing makes “just
because” feel more special.

Now that we’ve explored the “how,” let’s
get to the “when.”

Almost no wine on Earth
pairs better with food than
sparkling wine of any kind.
That is because crisp acidity and “scrubbing bubbles”
clean the palate with every
sip, making each bite taste

CALENDAR

like the first. Nuanced flavor
development means that bubbly will enhance other flavors
without overpowering them.
Sparkling wines can range
from neutral to full-bodied,
from white to pink to red,
from completely dry to quite
sweet. This means that various well-chosen bubblies can
carry you through an entire
meal, from delicate starters
to heartier fare to dessert.
Regardless of style or
pairing partner, sparkling
wines must always be served
chilled. Tall, slim flutes are
ideal for sipping, as they keep
bubbles contained and prevent sloshing. But I will admit
that there is nothing more
devil-may-care than drinking
bubbly from a wide-mouth
coupe glass. I urge you to try
it at least once.
You cannot top bubbly’s
celebratory spirit or festive feel.
Especially at this time of year,
sparkling wine enhances any
holiday gathering. But don’t
let your enjoyment stop there
— drink bubbly with abandon
and every day will feel like a
celebration, as it should.
Happy
holidays,
and
cheers to you and yours.
The writer is owner and
“Cheese Lady” of Cheesetique.

December events
Visit Mount Vernon by candlelight, watch waterskiing Santa
and more. | Page 20
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Environmentally
smart gardening

Heating & Air Conditioning
703-683-1996

Celebrating
40 Years in
Alexandria
www.rbincorporated.com

Port City Profile

Tech
Painting

Tech
Painting
serves
homeowners and businesses in
Alexandria and aims to exceed
clients’ expectations with
professional craftsmanship and
top-notch customer service.
Tech’s employees – from the
painters to the office staff – are
the secret to their reputation
for quality, service and value.
Painters are carefully
selected, and Tech Painting
provides
regular
weekly
training for supervisors and
their crews. New products and
techniques are introduced
to keep staff up to date on
the latest development in
the painting industry. Tech’s
employees see themselves
not just as painters, but as
craftsmen, eager to provide
the best possible service to

PHOTO/ MARTY ROSS

Annual and perennial flowers attract bees, butterflies and other beneficial bugs, which help keep the
population of pests in check. This is an annual cosmos flower.
COURTESY PHOTO

their customers.
The health and safety
of Tech’s employees and
customers are paramount
on Tech Painting jobs. Tech
Painting is an EPA LeadSafe Certified company and
employees follow OSHA safety
requirements and current CDC
recommendations on all jobs.
Tech
Painting’s
high
standards, positive corporate
culture, as well as the
dedication of their employees,
are the reasons that this
established business has more
than 1,000 satisfied customers,
and has become one of the
largest painting contractors
in the greater-Washington
metropolitan area.

Name: Tech Painting
Location: 5150 Eisenhower Ave.
Neighborhood: Eisenhower Avenue Corridor
Owner: Scott Burr
Year opened: 1987
Type of business: Interior and exterior house painting,
commercial painting and related services
Hours of operation: Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Contact for estimates: jnicolson@techpainting.com
Website: www.techpainting.com/

BY MARTY ROSS

Climate change is a worldwide reality – a matter not
just of warming temperatures
and shifting patterns of precipitation, but of broad environmental transformations –
and it is also happening right
in our own backyards. Smart
gardening practices can help
reduce its impact without
compromising the pleasures
of a beautiful garden.
You really don't have to
give anything up to become a
more effective steward of the
environment on your own
property. You can still grow
flowers, fruits and vegetables and have family picnics
on the patio. In fact, you may
enjoy these pleasures even
more because climate-sensitive gardens conserve time,
energy and money. Instead of
mowing the lawn, dragging
hoses around and fighting
insect pests with expensive
chemicals, you'll discover
you have more time to relax

and appreciate your garden.
Climate-smart gardening
practices aren't radical recommendations but sensible
suggestions. Healthy trees
help reduce carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere, and they
also provide welcome shade.
Planting a tree on the south or
southwest side of your property will shade the house in the
summertime, reducing energy
bills. Deciduous trees, when
they drop their leaves in fall,
allow the sun's rays to warm
your house in the winter.
A lawn is a thing of beauty, especially if it is set among
fine trees and shrubs and attractive flower beds. According to the National Audubon
Society, this combination of
elements turns any backyard
into an environmental haven
for songbirds, which enlivens
a garden. Lawns are, in fact,
the least important in this
environmental sense.
“A lawn doesn't support
much more life than a roadway,” Doug Tallamy, an ento-

mology professor and author
of “Bringing Nature Home
and Nature's Best Hope,” said.
Tallamy argues for the
environmental benefits of diverse landscapes that support
insects, birds and wildlife in
general, and he backs up his
recommendations with research showing how many
species of insects are supported by a single oak tree, a
redbud, a sycamore and many
other trees.
The naturally occurring
vegetation anywhere in the
world, from eastern woodlands
to the great western prairies
and the rainforest of the Pacific Northwest – as well as
every bug that creeps and bird
that sings in these environments – is a natural and thoroughgoing manifestation of
regional climatic conditions.
You improve your chances as a
gardener – and those of myriad living things – by planting
native plants that have natuSEE GARDENING
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rally evolved in the area and
are thus exquisitely suited to
conditions where you live.
Native plants are also
high on the lists of recommendations from the National Wildlife Federation,
the Association of Professional Landscape Designers
and the American Society of
Landscape Architects, which
all have programs that advocate for sustainable, climate-smart gardening and
environmental responsibility.
John Greenlee, an internationally known garden
designer who specializes in
ornamental grasses and naturalistic plantings, likes to
combine showy native grasses
with perennial flowers in his
designs for both commercial
and residential clients. Natural lawns and native grasses
stabilize the ecology, he said.

You don't need a large
property to plant a meadow.
“The greatest possibility
for a meadow is a front lawn,"
Greenlee said. “[Small lawns]
are strange things that are
meaningless.”
Reducing the size of a
lawn – or eliminating a
high-maintenance lawn altogether – also eliminates
the need for noisy, polluting
mowers, blowers and edgers.
“We can't just decorate the
planet anymore,” Greenlee
said. “We have to fix it. We
have to garden for the planet.”
If you're looking for support and encouragement
beyond online resources,
turn to a professional. Garden designers are focusing
more closely on sustainable
practices than ever before.
The Association of Professional Landscape Designers
is working to encourage environmental responsibility

PHOTO/MARTY ROSS

Stop using chemical herbicides and pesticides, and your garden
will become a habitat for birds and butterflies.

in every step of the design
and installation process, and
following up with sustainable practices for the care

and maintenance of gardens. Wildlife habitats, pollinator-friendly gardens and
conservation of water and

energy are all part of the organization's effort.
Sustainability is a goal,
but remember, the APLD emphasizes that getting there is
a process. Take every element
of a garden's design into account. Thinking ecologically
about garden design naturally
leads to responsible decisions
about the choice of appropriate plants that thrive in your
region – without pampering
and with minimal supplemental water. When you're
gardening for the planet,
you naturally avoid invasive
species and reduce your use
of chemical fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides.
Climate-smart gardening
isn't a lonely task or a call for
a wild and unruly landscape.
Lots of people are thinking
and gardening this way. It's a
group effort with impressive
professional support, and it's
the future.

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC?
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now!

703-684-7702

HOME OF THE WEEK

Manors at Mount Vernon
Run
in April
MayVernon
2020
Manors
at and
Mount
is an enclave of 72 homes on
cul-de-sacs centrally located
in Fort Hunt. Within this desirable community, this meticulously maintained center hall
colonial features more than
3,300 finished square feet on
three levels, four bedrooms,
3.5 baths and a two-car garage.
Renovations,
enhancements and upgrades abound
throughout the home. The
roof and skylights were reRun in June,
July, gutters
August, 2020
placed
in 2017,
and
downspouts were replaced in
2019 and the attic fan was installed in 2017.
This home’s open concept
kitchen is designed with an
island, white cabinets, stain-

AT A GLANCE
Location: 2308
Lakeshire Drive
Neighborhood: Fort Hunt
Price: $930,000
Square feet: 3,331
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3.5
Year built: 1989
Contact:
Bonnie Rivkin:
703/598-7788
Courtney Rivkin:
703/869-7788
Compass
therivkingroup@
compass.com
rivkingrouprealestate.com

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives?
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate!

703-684-7702
vanity. All bathrooms on the
COURTESY PHOTOS

less steel appliances, granite
countertops and a breakfast
nook with a bay window.
The kitchen opens into
the stately family room,
which boasts vaulted ceilings,
a wood-burning fireplace and
new French doors, which
lead out to the new composite deck and professionally

landscaped, fenced backyard.
The living room and formal
dining room feature crown
molding and bay windows.
Upstairs, the primary suite
features vaulted ceilings, a
spacious walk-in closet and en
suite bath with a soaking tub,
spacious multi-head glass-enclosed shower and a new dual

main and top level have been
totally renovated.
The lower level recreation
room features space for a
large office or optional fifth
bedroom, a full bathroom and
loads of unfinished storage,
as well as a walkout to the
back yard.

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter.
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!

703-684-7702

ASK ABOUT
OUR WINTER
DISCOUNT!
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DECEMBER 10
ART ON THE AVENUE VIRTUAL
FESTIVAL The 25th Annual Art on

the Avenue festival will move to a virtual format for 2020 and run through
Dec. 25. The event will feature more
than 150 artists, virtual experiences
and a wide range of opportunities to
support local artists and connect as
a creative community while social
distancing. More than 150 artists
will be featured, offering handmade
items in a wide range of mediums,
including wheel-thrown vases and
bowls, tiles, sculpture, tote bags and
purses, drawings and pastels, knitted
and crocheted hats and gloves, woven
scarves and shawls, gourmet food,
fused and blown glass, jewelry, paintings, photography and much more.
Time: All day
Location: Virtual
Information: www.artontheavenue.
org

NIGHTLY MENORAH LIGHTINGS
Every evening of Hanukkah, a member of the Del Ray community will
say a blessing and light a candle on

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

CALENDAR
the community menorah. All are welcome to attend. Masks and physical
distancing are required.
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: 2301 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: www.visitalexandria.
com/event

DEL RAY HOLIDAY SCAVENGER
HUNT Local artists have been com-

missioned to complete hand-painted
holiday windows at businesses along
Mount Vernon Avenue. Visit the Pat
Miller Neighborhood Square to pick
up a scavenger hunt, or download one
at visitdelray.com/holiday and complete the holiday hunt for a chance
to win gift cards to local businesses.
This event lasts until Dec. 25.
Time: All day
Location: Varies
Information: www.visitdelray.com/
holiday

DECEMBER 11
MOUNT VERNON BY CANDLELIGHT Come for an enchanted

evening of winter lights at Mount
Vernon. Enter the lantern-lit historic

area and see the vast stretch of the
Bowling Green washed in ambient
holiday illumination. See George
Washington’s Mansion lit in beautiful amber light as you hear classic
holiday music and patriotic quotes.
View the upper garden and greenhouse aglow in blue and lavender
lights and watch as wintery light patterns move throughout the space.
Time: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mt. Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: www.mountvernon.org

DECEMBER 18
VIRTUAL GADSBY’S TAVERN
MUSEUM SOCIETY TRIVIA
NIGHT Gadsby’s Tavern will be

hosting five interactive Zoom rounds
of trivia fun with prizes that will test
residents on their knowledge of history and Alexandria. This is perfect
for a Friday night this holiday season. The questions are challenging
and geared for adult players, but
adult and child teams are welcome.
The cost is $20 per household, with
all proceeds benefiting Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum.

Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: www.gadsbystavernmuseum.us

DECEMBER 20-25
WATERSKIING SANTA Enjoy the

35th year of this Alexandria holiday
tradition – virtually. The Waterskiing
Santa will not be live at the waterfront
this year due to COVID-19. However,
he will be on screen from Dec. 20
through Dec. 25 at 1:00 PM.
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Info: www.waterskiingsanta.com

DECEMBER 31
26TH ANNUAL FIRST NIGHT

New this year, First Night Alexandria
brings “A Night of Nostalgia" with a
drive-in concert experience. Ready
to get out of the house? Load up
the car and celebrate the arrival of
2021 with a VIP drive-in concert
experience. Sing-along, dance and
enjoy a night filled with classic hits,
local food truck favorites and exciting

EDITOR'S NOTE:

giveaways. Or, planning an intimate
gathering in the comfort of your
home? Let First Night Alexandria be
the soundtrack for your party, featuring the same great music as the live
event, streamed virtually.
Time: 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: 5001 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: https://firstnightalexandria.org/

JANUARY 8
“HIDDEN WORLD” ART EXHIBIT People everywhere have been af-

fected by an unseen virus that challenges them to look at their world
more deeply. From the mysteries of
the universe to our own backyard,
the world is rife with surprises. Look
deeply into the world, emotions or
imagination and uncover some part
of the “Hidden World.” This exhibit
runs from Jan. 8 to 30.
Time: Thursdays and Fridays noon to
6 p.m., Saturdays noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery,
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.
org/exhibits

The Times encourages residents to continue to follow Gov. Ralph Northam’s “Safer at Home” guidance, to maintain physical distance from others and to wear masks in public.

Wear a mask.
Save a life.
You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new coronavirus by wearing
a cloth facemask when you must go out in public. By wearing a mask,
you help prevent community spread of the coronavirus and help
protect the most vulnerable in our community.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Weekly Words

DEATH NOTICES
JEANNE CHENG (86), of Alexandria, Nov. 24, 2020
TRAVIS D. CORKER (54), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 1, 2020
MAURA L. KORTLANG (64), of Alexandria, Dec. 8, 2020
RICHARD LOW (63), of Alexandria, Nov. 11, 2020
WILLIAM L. NICHOLSON (94), of Alexandria, Nov. 25, 2020
JAMES P. THOMAS (83), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 30, 2020

Solutions from last week

DOROTHY G. WALKER (93), of Alexandria, Dec. 2, 2020

OO7 by Steven E. Atwood edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS

1. Crow's nest support
5. Series of picture riddle books
9. Do taxing tasks
13. Senate hearing channel
18. Second stage at a theater?
20. Hawaiian food crop
21. "Go back one step" command
22. Viola's lower relative
23. Leave the mall before becoming completely exhausted?
26. Provide gear for
27. Title of respect
28. Complete obscurity
29. Running back's dive, say
30. Elastic fabric
32. Stairway with enough headroom for a tall person?
37. Ho-hum
38. Dusting cloths
40. More extensive
41. Fish get caught in them
42. Harvest goddess
44. :, in an analogy
46. "Measure twice, cut once," e.g.
48. The one that got away?
50. Airline to Oslo
52. Penny value
57. Feelings of gloom
59. Wrapped, as an ankle
63. Wisdom tooth, for instance

64. ___ the baton
67. Swabs
69. Tennis star Djokovic
71. Call to mind
72. Nebraska metropolis
74. Henhouse histrionics?
76. Plains dwelling
77. Sites for grain stores
78. Whale food
79. Long part of a giraffe
81. Cardinal and crimson
82. How Dad may have the kids
83. Test for size
85. Working hours
87. Until the first pay raise
90. Profs' helpers
92. "It's over for me!"
96. Record player part
100. Fork-tailed seabird
102. Sacha Baron ___
103. Amazes
107. Popular sans serif font
108. Like a canceled mission
110. Covenant
111. Products for horse breeders?
115. Lacks
117. Aired again
118. Entered hastily
120. Monopoly game piece
122. ___-garde
123. Be able to make, as an owl
call?

127. Chop into bits
128. Large Apple product
129. Name hidden in "sommelier"
130. Attacked by a bee
131. Church official
132. Dorothy's dog
133. Phone downloads
134. Not to mention
DOWN
1. The "m" of Einstein's equation
2. He had a vulnerable heel
3. Plot development curve
4. Pointer
5. "___ never work!"
6. Proverbs
7. College administrators
8. "Wanna play poker?"
9. Complete a double play, in
baseball lingo
10. Artist/activist Yoko
11. Swearing-in words
12. Hack (off)
13. Medium-sized battery
14. One of many on a flashy dress
15. Thrust quickly
16. Land like a bird
17. Sign that's a phrase meaning
"trample" backward
19. "Click ___ Ticket"
24. Vowel-shaped support
25. Hairstyles

31. Day on the set of a low-budget
film?
33. Lubricate
34. Like a job for a handyperson
35. Currency in Chihuahua
36. Comic actress Drescher
37. Pre-A.D.
39. What an accused player is
ejected from in "Among Us"
43. Mineral spring
45. Granola bit
47. "I know you"
49. Horror film street
51. Neighborhood baseball venue
53. Reaction to a spill you want to
keep secret?
54. Split to join together?
55. Bare
56. Forest obscurers for some
58. Curling or cycling
60. Spanish word before "favor"
61. "Dear ___ Hansen"
62. Knights' counterparts
64. Suggest
65. Type of acid in a protein
66. Sprinkles, as a sidewalk
68. French for "evening"
70. Sound associated with making money
73. Nile dam site
75. Tissue layer
80. Middle Kardashian sister

84. Historic Turner
86. Antitrust agcy.
88. Not a hoax
89. Garr of "Tootsie"
91. "SOS!"
93. Tough for the babysitter to
manage
94. Newspaper parts
95. Palindromic TV channel
97. Morse code sound
98. "... ___ me down to sleep"
99. Painter whose name means
"the Greek"
101. Fruit of a flowering shrub
103. Vowel-shaped home
104. Flour-loving pest
105. Trip to the post office, say
106. Take on a global issue?
109. State named for a river
112. Prefix for "national"
113. No longer stylish
114. Actor ___ Jackson Jr.
116. Sugar-loving pests
119. They bear fawns
121. Therefore
123. Top 40 song
124. "I love," in Latin
125. Vinification vessel
126. Grand Central, e.g. (Abbr.)
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Our View

‘Tis the season

It’s difficult to know what to make of the holiday
season this year.
It’s a period with religious significance for many,
and in a normal year would be filled with family celebrations, parties, church services and shopping.
But not in 2020. There’s no sitting on Santa’s lap in
the mall this year, nor singing along in person to the
“Hallelujah Chorus” at the Kennedy Center.
The same global warming that has contributed to Alexandria’s flooding woes has also given us
a warm, lengthy fall – meaning, it doesn’t feel or
look much like Christmas or Hanukkah. Aside from
five minutes of flurries, there’s been no snow. Bah,
COVID-19.
The holiday season is magical for some, particularly the young, but can be torturous for those who
have lost loved ones. Eighty-one Alexandrians have
succumbed to COVID-19, and with nearly 300,000
deaths from this disease nationwide in just 10
months, its ripples of impact are getting ever wider.
Others have lost their jobs or companies due to
the pandemic’s mandated business shutdowns and
economic fallout. Still others haven’t fully recovered
physically from the coronavirus, or psychologically
from stress, fear and worry.
We mourn our losses. We pray for comfort and
healing. And we hope that the new year will bring
better days – along with a widely available vaccine.
There’s something else that we can do though,
and it’s something that Alexandrians excel at. We
can give.
Many people traditionally make year-end gifts to
nonprofits. In recent years, “Giving Tuesday” – the
first Tuesday after Thanksgiving – has been a catalyst for reminding people to make their year-end donations. Whenever they’re done, donations are needed this year more than ever.
Nonprofits in Alexandria and beyond have responded to the surge in hardship generated by the
pandemic, but they can only feed, clothe, house, heal
and teach if they have funds and volunteers. Many
people who have volunteered in years past are unable
to this year because of health concerns, while others
who have donated money or goods can’t in 2020 because they have suffered loss of income.
But those who can, please consider giving even
more generously than usual, to make up for those who
would like to contribute but this year simply can’t.
Give to your favorite nonprofit, or consider one of
three mainstays in Alexandria: The Campagna Center, which serves the city’s children and families, but
lost its major annual fundraiser when the Scottish
Walk weekend was cancelled; Volunteer Alexandria,
which coordinates volunteer efforts across the city;
or ACT for Alexandria, our city’s clearinghouse for
donors and giving.
‘Tis the season. For celebrating, yes, even in a
pandemic. But also for giving. Happy holidays!

Opinion

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
				

- Thomas Jefferson

Your Views

Systemic racism is far from over
To the editor:
A Sept. 24, 2020 letter to the editor of the
Alexandria Times was titled, “Alexandria has
overcome systemic racism.” The author congratulates the people of Alexandria and their representatives “for overturning the past discrimination that occurred in Alexandria. … The days
of slavery and slave trading are long gone … the
days of Jim Crow and segregation are also long
gone. … [Alexandrians] have cause for pride that
there is no systemic racism in city government,
including its housing, zoning, health and police
departments …”
We respectfully beg to differ.
If one accepts a rather common definition
of systemic racism – when our institutions,
e.g, housing, health, education, banking, etc.,
have created systems and policies over time
that advantage white families over families of
color – then one must acknowledge that the
vestiges of such racism are present everywhere
in the deeply entrenched and disheartening racial disparities and inequities that characterize
communities of color, and especially the African American community.
For example, data going back more than two
decades confirms that a Black adult in Alexandria is at almost twice the risk of dying prematurely than a white adult of the same age range.
Moreover, 43% of the Hispanic population, 31% of
Black population but only 5% of whites are without health insurance coverage.
A few other glaring inequities help make the
case that systemic racism is far from over in the

City of Alexandria:
• More than 80% of whites in Alexandria
have a college degree or higher, but only one
out of three Blacks or Hispanics have a college
degree or higher.
• In 2019, 54% of the instances of use of
force by the Alexandria Police Department
were against Blacks though they represent only
23% of the population.
• In Alexandria, the average Black household has 20% of the wealth of the average white
household. With respect to income, non-Hispanic whites earn more than $85,000 a year,
compared to $37,000 for Black workers and only
$24,000 for Hispanic workers.
Of all the disparities identified above, perhaps none have been as perverse, long-standing and intractable as the racial wealth gap. To
that point, Nikole Hannah-Jones, in a June 28,
2020, New York Times Magazine article wrote,
“While unchecked discrimination still plays a
significant role in shunting opportunities for
black Americans, it is white Americans’ centuries-long economic head start that most effectively maintains racial caste today.”
Without significant progress in narrowing
and eventually closing the racial wealth gap,
success with other key disparities could be
greatly marginalized. The conclusion of a recent report by the Institute for Assets and Social Policy at Brandeis University stated:
As long as a substantial wealth gap persists,
SEE RACISM
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Stop redirecting stormwater fees
To the editor:
“Bread and Circuses” is a phrase used
since ancient Rome to describe a brand of
public policy where the masses are kept
happy by superficial means. In Rome, the
answer was literal in the form of free food
and entertainment. In present-day Alexandria, it seems the answer lies in flashy numbers and superficial “solutions” to large and
complex problems.
By now we know that city staff recommended doubling the stormwater utility fee
paid by residents and businesses throughout the city. For many, trials of the past 18
months prompt visceral reactions.
We understand all too well that climate
change is causing a rise in what was once
rare rain events, but we have grown tired of
the effects being exacerbated by an insufficient infrastructure that has been neglected
for decades.
Residents were hopeful that the implementation of the SWU fee would bring about
noticeable action, but, two years later, there
is little to show for it, despite collecting nearly $20 million. Instead, residents have been
left stranded holding the receipts for tens
of thousands in damages. Others have come
perilously close to loss of life.
In addition to doubling the SWU fee, the
increase would only support eight capacity
projects and the Hooffs Run project. This is
less than 10% of the 90 known issues highlighted in the 2016 City of Alexandria Storm
Sewer Capacity Analysis. Making matters
worse, this funding would be spread over the
next 10 years so even residents whose areas
are to be addressed will have to endure years
of additional flooding.
In other words, despite a 400% increase
in funding, resulting in an estimated $110
million collected, by 2030 only eight capacity
projects will be funded city-wide.
This begs the question, if quality is losing funding, and capacity is still not being
adequately addressed, where are our tax
dollars going?
In the current CIP Stormwater Management Budget adopted for FY21-30, the Department of Transportation and Environ-

mental Services and Department of Project
Implementation personnel costs account for
$44,059,240 of the total $200,949,482 estimated revenue, or 21.9%. In other words,
more than $1 of every $5 raised from the SWU
fee from FY21-30 is estimated to be paying
for the operating cost of current employees.
The approved FY20 figures aren’t any
better, as combined personnel costs account
for $3,754,997 of expenses from a revenue of
$12,209,006 – or 30.8%. So, in FY20, approximately $1.20 of every $4 raised by the SWU
fee went to personnel.
It is discouraging to learn that T&ES
and DPI staff salaries were moved under a
funding mechanism that is contingent on
revenue from a recently created fee sold to
residents as a way to pay for unfunded mandates. These positions are not new and have
always been needed.
We need more people to work on smaller
projects, but also need large sums of money
to address city-wide capacity issues that require extensive work by outside contractors.
By moving salaries out of the general fund
and under this fee, we may be able to better
address smaller projects in-house but by doing so greatly limit the work that can be done
on larger issues that directly affect hundreds,
if not thousands of residents.
It seems that the discussion is being manipulated into a narrative of residents vs. city
workers and that may be the most frustrating
of all as we recognize how vital these members are to our community. For years residents have been calling out for help – to clear
our drains, inspect the culverts and to make
the needed repairs to provide relief from
crumbling and undersized infrastructure.
Instead of allocating new funding sources
directly to those needs, the city shuffled line
items within the budget to make way for other
items in the general fund. This is unacceptable.
Before you double our storm fee, please
consider reallocating funds so that money raised can actually fund the desperately
needed fixes that were, and still seem to be,
largely unfunded.
-Katherine Waynick,
Alexandria

... if quality is losing funding, and
capacity is still not being adequately
addressed, where are our tax dollars going?”
– Katherine Waynick

Act to end systemic racism
To the editor:
I am writing in response
to a letter, “Hutchings
paints Trump supporters as
racist,” that appeared in the
Nov. 19 Alexandria Times.
My concern is that this letter
frames racism as a personal
failing. In truth, personal racist perceptions stem
from broader systemic racism. Calling attention to and
dismantling systemic white
supremacist outcomes, such
as excessive suspensions
of students of color, should
concern all of us.
It is systemic racism
that pumps negative messages into our media and
allows over-policing of
Black Alexandrians with
minimal public complaint
– the data is on the APD
website. These injustices
persist because too few of
us have learned to defy the

expectations of our chronically racist society.
As Michelle Alexander
says in “The New Jim Crow:”
“The widespread and
mistaken belief that racial
animus is necessary for the
creation and maintenance
of racialized systems of social control is the most important reason that we, as
a nation, have remained in
deep denial.”
As explained by Robin
DiAngelo in “White Fragility,” racism is not simply
racial prejudice, it is “collective prejudice backed by
the power of legal authority
and institutional control.”
It is up to each of us educate ourselves. Until we do,
systemic racism will stay
firmly in place. It is our responsibility to act.
-Jonathan Krall,
Alexandria

Leaf piles are a hazard
To the editor:
It is that wonderful time
of the year when leaves
begin to change color and
then fall on our Old Town
streets. The city does a very
creditable job in gathering
the leaves into large piles
so that they can be picked
up and discarded at a later
date.
Unfortunately, some of
these piles are left standing for a number of weeks,
thus becoming major hazards to our kids, who enjoy
jumping into them. However, although the piles look
very tempting, what people
don't know is that they can
contain hazardous things
such as mold, ticks, snakes,
frogs and other harmful
parasites.
A Sept. 28, 2016 Country
Living article warns readers of these hazards, and
further cautions that an

even greater danger is that
children playing in them
may become invisible to
motorists, who have been
known to drive over some
of those piles. The article
cites a 2014 incident where
“two young girls lost their
lives because the driver
didn’t see them in the pile.”
This hazard is an avoidable situation which can be
remedied by city hall cleaning up leaf piles immediately after collecting them
in piles. Allowing them to
stand for weeks on end is
not in the best interest of
our community.
Collection serves no
purpose if leaves are not to
be removed. If leaves can’t
be collected, allow them to
lie where Mother Nature intended.
-Townsend A. “Van”
Van Fleet,
Alexandria

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

DECEMBER 10, 2020 | 25

OUT OF THE ATTIC

Hanukkah in 20th century Alexandria
BY CATHERINE WEINRAUB AND
TATIANA NICULESCU

Hanukkah, also known as
the Festival of Lights, is an
eight-night celebration. According to legend, when the
Maccabees, a small group of
Jewish fighters, entered the
Temple, reclaiming it from the
Syrian Greeks in 168 B.C.E.,
they immediately relit the
“ner tamid,” or eternal light,
but only had one jar of oil.
The messenger who was
sent to secure additional oil
took eight days to complete
his mission. Miraculously, the
single jar of oil continued to
burn until his return. At what
is the coldest, darkest time
of the year for many people,
Jews celebrate by bringing
light and warmth into their
homes, communities, and the
world around them.
Many families spend time
together during these eight
RACISM
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white households will continue to enjoy greater advantages than their black and Latino
neighbors in meeting the financial challenges of everyday
life and will be able to make
greater investments in their
children, passing economic
advantages on.
The author of the Alexandria Times letter to the editor
also points to the removal or
repurposing of “many reminders of [our] deplorable past”
as further testimony to the
absence of systemic racism
in the city. These include the

days eating foods prepared
in oil, such as latkes and
sufganyot, lighting a menorah and playing a game of
dreidel.
Before the mid-20th century, Hanukkah was not a
major holiday for most Jewish Americans. The word
“Chanukkah” or “Hanukkah,” does not appear in the
Alexandria Gazette until the
early 20th century.
That is not because there
was not an active Jewish
community in the city. There
was one dating back to the
1860s and the city was home
to two congregations by the
early 20th century: Beth
El Hebrew Congregation,
founded in 1859, and Agudas
Achim, founded in 1914.
Instead, this absence in
the newspaper record reflects Hanukkah’s position
within the Jewish religious
calendar. The Alexandria Ga-

zette reports on Purim balls
and store closings during the
high holidays of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur in the
1870s, but not on Hanukkah
until the first decade of the
20th century.
The first few local references in the 1910s describe
the celebration as a half-holiday that was largely celebrated at home and not observed
with synagogue services.
Also known as a Feast of
Dedication, Hanukkah was
largely a children’s festival.
One article from December 1919 reports on an
“interesting program given by Congregation Agudas
Achim.” This is the most
in-depth coverage of local
Hanukkah celebrations that
appears in the Alexandria
Gazette before the mid-20
century.
The program included
songs, recitations and light-

ing of the candles. Agudas
Achim’s celebrations also
included a raffle and every
child received a prayer book.
After World War II, the
story of the Maccabee resistance and ultimate triumph
over their Greek oppressors
was more relevant and resonant, which contributed to
Hanukkah’s rise in popularity. The holiday’s proximity to
Christmas in December also
helped turn Hanukkah into a
more widely celebrated, and
commercial, holiday.
Today Hanukkah is widely celebrated in the United
States. Here in Alexandria, local synagogues, Jewish community centers and families
commemorate the event with
programs, traditional foods
and lighting the menorah.

renaming of Jefferson Davis
Highway, the removal of the
Appomattox statue and the
repurposing of the early 19th
century slave trading property
on Duke Street to a museum
that tells the true stories about
our city’s slave trading history.
All these actions – including others such as decisions
to rename T.C. Williams High
School and Matthew Maury
Elementary School – should
indeed be applauded. They
are necessary but far from
sufficient to the achievement
of meaningful and sustainable racial equity in the city.
They are the low-hanging

fruit on the deeply rooted
tree of systemic racism; they
are the barriers that must be
disposed of before one can
even glimpse the daunting
work ahead of mitigating and
eliminating racial inequities.
Racial equity is achieved
when race can no longer
be used to predict life outcomes. Because the seeds
of systemic racism were
planted before our country
became a nation, and we
still feel its effects today,
we must acknowledge that
it cannot be uprooted overnight – and not even perhaps within the next decade.

But at least for the moment,
the winds of change are at
our backs and the conversations on racial equity and
justice continue to permeate
throughout the community.
We hope that the momentum for reform can and will be
maintained, so that we can, in
the words of NY Times columnist Charles M. Blow, “work
together to create a ‘new
normal’ in which the legacy
of bigotry and unequal treatment no longer infects our institutions or our hearts.”
-Richard E. Merritt,
Tavares Floyd,
Alexandria
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Weekly Poll
Last Week

This Week

The city is in the early stages of redesigning Duke Street.
What changes do you support?

If the FDA approves a COVID-19 vaccine, do you plan to
get vaccinated?

54% None. Leave Duke Street as is.
22% Anything that reduces congestion.
15% Safety improvements for pedestrians and bikers.
9% Enhanced bus service or a dedicated bus lane.

A) Yes, as soon as possible.
B) Yes, but I will wait a few months.
C) No.
D) I'm not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

The Ariail family
Suzanne Brock
William Dunbar

HOW TO REACH US
110 S. Pitt St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-739-0001 (main)
703-739-0120 (fax)
www.alextimes.com
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Classifieds
AUCTIONS

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator
SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

844-947-1479

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available

*Terms & Conditions Apply

Subject to Credit Approval

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and in other
states. Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions reaching your
target audiences. Call this paper
or Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

ter

AFTER LeafFil

ter

BEFORE LeafFil

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

15

%

OFF

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

AND!

10

%

OFF

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

+

5

%

OFF

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

Promo Number: 285
CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE

1-877-614-6667

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Oﬀer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License#
99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License#
H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration#
PA069383 Suﬀolk HIC License# 52229-H

REAL ESTATE
ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise
your listings regionally or
statewide. Affordable Print
and Digital Solutions that get
results! Call Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services 804521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

saic.com, Science Applications
International Corporation. Job
code# 2018597. EOE.

CUSTODY CASE
LEGAL NOTICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES

Vinyl Replacement Windows
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-7398207 Siding, Roofing, Gutters
and More!

DIVORCE- Uncontested,
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS
$195.00. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time
twenty-one days. Hilton
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook).
757-490-0126. Se Habla
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

Please take notice that a
custody case is pending and
scheduled for adjudication on
January 06, 2021 at 10 am
in the Alexandria Juvenile and
Domestic Relations Court,
the assigned case number is
JJ037521-01-00 and involving
petitioner Thanya Kiara Osorio
Bravo (DOB 03/26/1989)
with the minor Kendra Garcia
Osorio (DOB 06/04/2018) and
respondent Thomas Lee Garcia
(09/05/1988). Please appear
to be heard.

JOB LISTING

LEGAL NOTICE

GENERAC Standby Generators.
The weather is increasingly
unpredictable. Be prepared for
power outages. FREE 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home
assessment today. Call 1-877636-0738 Special financing for
qualified customers.
ATTN. CONTRACTORS:
Advertise your business
statewide and in other
states. Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions to reach
Homeowners. Call Landon Clark
at Virginia Press Services 804-

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SW Engineer Sr Principal
to work in Alexandria, VA.
Apply www.saic.com, Science
Applications International
Corporation. Opportunity to
work from home. Job code #
2018581. EOE.

JOB LISTING
SW Engineer Sr to work in
Alexandria, VA. Apply www.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING &
ZONING DEPARTMENT
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
The following requests have
been received for administrative review and approval.
For information on the following applications or to comment, visit the City’s website
at www.alexandriava.gov/
planning or call 703.746.4666.
Special Use Permit #2020-00099
5406 Eisenhower Avenue
Administrative Special Use Permit
request for a New Use for a Light
Auto Repair establishment; Zone:
OCH/Office Commercial High.
PROPOSED BUSINESS NAME:
Martin Motorsports, Inc.
APPLICANT: Gary Martin
PLANNER: Anna Kohlbrenner
– Anna.Kohlbrenner@
alexandriava.gov
Special Use Permit #2020-00104
2476 Mandeville Lane
Administrative Special Use
Permit request for a New
Use for a Day Care Center;
Zone: CDD #2/Coordinated
Development District #2.
PROPOSED BUSINESS
NAME: The Nest Academy

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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APPLICANT: Children
Development Leaders
PLANNER: Anna Kohlbrenner
– Anna.Kohlbrenner@
alexandriava.gov
In accordance with section 11-500
of the zoning ordinance, the above

listed request may be approved
administratively by the Director of
Planning & Zoning. If you have any
comments regarding the proposal
above, please contact Planning
& Zoning staff at 703.746.4666
or email the planner listed no
later than December 31, 2020.

VIRGINIA
REDISTRICTING

2020 VIRGINIA

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
Virginia has voted to have a redistricting
commission and you can be part of it!
If you are interested in becoming a
citizen commissioner go to our website
for more information.
Accepting applications
November 30th through December 28th
Apply Today
https://redistricting.dls.virginia.gov/

Feeling Stressed
about COVID?
Virginia C.O.P.E.S. Warmline

877-349-MHAV (6428)
Monday - Friday 9am - 9pm
Saturday - Sunday 5pm - 9pm

OPEN TO ALL VIRGINIANS I YOU ARE NOT ALONE

V

Compassionate Optimistic Person•Centered Empowering Support

PHOTO/DICK CHAIT

A construction worker holds up one of the letters from the ‘Robinson Terminal’ sign that labeled
the Robinson Terminal North warehouse.
RTN
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Chait said he learned
that the warehouse was
composed of three sections
that were torn down one by
one. He likened the excavator cutting through metal to
“cutting a loaf of bread.”
“It reminded me of a
dinosaur going through,”
Chait said. “It was this excavator with this long boom
and then at the end of it
was this shearing scissors
that just went in there and
chopped away. It had the
shape of a large dinosaur
going in there and just eating away at it.”
Chait said one of the most
powerful moments of the
demolition was watching the
piece of metal marked with
“Robinson Terminal” fall.
“When that came down,
that was … historic in a
sense that it meant the end
of the Robinson Terminal,”
Chait said.
Now that the warehouse
has been demolished and the
scraps hauled away, AlexRenew is poised to begin the
RiverRenew tunnel project.

On Dec. 1, AlexRenew
awarded the contract to
design and construct the
system to Traylor-Shea,
a company that has completed more than 15 major
tunnel projects across the
country. Construction on
the tunnel is slated to being in Spring 2021.
While the tunnel will
stretch two miles and run
through Old Town, the average resident likely won’t
notice construction unless
they’re looking for it at
AlexRenew or Outfall 001.
To start, the builder will
dig a mining shaft within
the AlexRenew footprint,
where a tunnel boring machine can go underground,
according to Pilong. The
boring machine will travel
east along 495, then north
up the Potomac River until
it reaches the Robinson Terminal North site.
“We’re not digging up
roadways 100 feet deep or
anything like that across
Alexandria,” Pilong said.
“It’s starting with a deep
shaft at AlexRenew’s treatment plant, then we’ll use

this tunnel boring machine
to mine. Basically, it’s kind
of like an inchworm chewing up the ground, and as it
chews up the ground, it installs concrete segments in
its place.”
In addition to the tunnel, the RiverRenew project
involves building underground diversion facilities
at Outfall 001 and Outfall
002, which is located near
Jones Point Park and Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Builders
will also construct a Hooffs
Run interceptor to direct
combined
sewage
that
would usually discharge
from Outfall 003 and Outfall 004, both of which are
located along Duke Street,
back to AlexRenew.
Overall, the project is
estimated to cost between
$465 million and $596 million, according to the RiverRenew website. It will be
funded primarily through
sewer rate increases, as well
as state and federal funding.
For more information
about the project, go to
www.riverrenew.com.
-mschrott@alextimes.com
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9 WILKES STREET | FOR SALE $1,896,000

Living, Loving, Listing Old Town
WITH LAUREN BISHOP

210 Jefferson Street

115 S Fayette Street

511 S Lee Street

213 S Lee Street

1109 Russell Road

FO R SAL E
$1 , 295 ,00 0

U N DE R CO NT RACT
$ 539, 9 0 0

S O LD
$ 2,0 0 0,0 0 0

S O LD
$ 1 , 640,0 0 0

SOLD
$995,000

With Lauren’s extensive hyper-local market knowledge and unique understanding of Alexandria real estate it is easy to see
why even the most discerning clients trust her with their real estate transactions, demonstrated by successfully representing
some of the most exclusive properties in Old Town.

Lauren Bishop
LICENSED IN VIRGINIA | 202.361.5079
LBISHOP@MCENEARNEY.COM | LAURENBISHOPHOMES.COM
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | McEnearney.com | Equal Housing Opportunity

