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Council updates  
affordable housing policy

COVID-19 vaccine 
arrives in Virginia

Push for increased 
developer contribu-
tions sparks debate
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City Council unanimous-
ly approved an update to the 
city’s affordable housing 
contribution policy at the 
Dec. 12 public hearing. Ad-

ditional affordable housing 
units will now be required 
from developers who wish to 
pursue added density.

The most significant pol-
icy change aims to address 
the city’s growing need for 
affordable housing through 
new developments. Devel-
opment companies that 

seek waivers from the city’s 
density rules will now be re-
quired to set aside space in 
that additional density for 
affordable housing units.

Specifically, developers 
opting to pursue residen-
tial density over what they 

The first allotment of a 
vaccine made by Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech for the prevention 
of COVID-19 in individuals 
16 years of age and older is 
now arriving in Virginia, Gov. 
Ralph Northam (D-VA) an-
nounced on Monday.

 The vaccine is admin-
istered in two doses, three 
weeks apart. The initial lim-
ited supply of vaccine will be 
prioritized for health care 
workers that may encounter 
people sick with COVID-19, 
according to the Alexandria 
Health Department. 

More details about the 
availability of vaccines for 
health care providers in 
Alexandria will be known 

within the next week or two. 
Prioritization of groups and 
additional vaccine infor-
mation is available on the 
city’s website: www.alex-
andriava.gov/health/info/
default.aspx?id=119270.

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration issued an 
emergency use authoriza-
tion for the vaccine on Dec. 
11, and on Dec. 13, after an 
evidence-based review of all 
available data, the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization 
Practices issued an interim 
recommendation for use. Vac-
cines from other manufac-
turers are expected to be re-
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The front door of an Alexandria townhome decorated with a festive 
holiday wreath. See page 21 for more festive photos.
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Communication assistance 

for older adults.
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Holiday Gift Guide
Find last-minute gifts at 

local stores. 
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Local nonprofit plays 
key role in COVID-19 
food distribution
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City Council extended a 
license agreement with local 
nonprofit ALIVE! to allow 
the organization to continue 
using a portion of the city’s 
archives and records office 
at 801 S. Payne St. for its op-
erations. Although the deci-

sion, taken during council's 
public hearing on Saturday, 
is a renewal of a five-year 
agreement with the city, is 
in itself not all that signif-
icant in the grand scheme 
of council approvals, this 
agreement represents the 
larger role ALIVE! has come 
to play in the city during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

ALIVE! provides food 
and financial assistance for 

Alexandria families, specif-
ically women and children, 
in need of a helping hand. 
During any other year, 
ALIVE! serves an import-
ant role in the community, 
but in 2020, the nonprofit’s 
work has proven vital for 
many Alexandrians.

Working with the city, 
ALIVE! has been able to 

Staying ALIVE!
SEE VACCINE | 3

PHOTO/ALIVE!
ALIVE! has distributed 1.1 million pounds of food since March through its large-scale distributions and 
food delivery services.
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Christine Roland Garner
Wishing You a Joyous And  
Peaceful Holiday Season!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Fabulous custom 
craftsman by Blue-
stone Builders in Del 
Ray. Approximately 
4,000 sq.ft situated 
on a large 6,500 
sq.ft lot. Complete 
renovation with 
addition and full 
basement! This home 
boast 5 bedrooms, 4.5 
baths, open concept 
kitchen with family room and French doors, a large porch 
overlooking huge yard! Garage optional. Just minutes to the 
Braddock Street Metro, and a short walk to King Street, 
Old Town, North Old Town, Del Ray and more!

DEL RAY

$1,750,000 - Active

Light filled end row home located in Arch Hall . This 3 level home features 2 spacious bedrooms, 1 large full 
bath with separate shower and jetted tub. Eat-in kitchen has granite counters and  SS appliances. Freshly painted, 
refinished hardwood floors, new carpet, new hot water heater and HVAC! Cozy living room with a wood burning 
fireplace has French door leading to a charming brick patio. Short distance to King Street restaurants and shops, 

Torpedo Factory, stroll the river walk and enjoy all the Historic Old Town has to offer.

OLD TOWN

$615,000 - Active

A distinguished historic residence located in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria. Built in 1810 this mag-
nificent home had a full state of the art restoration with local builder William Cromley in 2012 and ad-

ditional modern appointments more recently. This awe inspiring home is approx. 4,000 finished sq ft four 
levels and features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, a detached two car garage with an alley access and a beautiful 

side yard with a private walled gardening covered brick patio perfect for entertaining and al fresco dining!

OLD TOWN

$2,700,000 - Active

Since 1988

Weichert
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

The Waymont project breaks ground

Board of Lady Managers 
raises $44,000

Police investigate Duke Street robbery

A groundbreaking cere-
mony was held Dec. 10 on The 
Waypoint at Fairlington, an af-
fordable housing development 
that will provide 81 apart-
ments for low- to moderate-in-
come families and individuals 
in Alexandria. 

The project is a partnership 
between nonprofit developer 
Wesley Housing, Fairlington 
Presbyterian Church and the 
City of Alexandria. The proj-
ect received a $7.6 million loan 
and a commitment of nine 
project-based unit vouchers 
from the City of Alexandria, 

funding from the Virginia 
Housing Trust Fund and 9% 
Low-income Housing Tax 
Credits from Virginia Housing.

The multi-family develop-
ment will provide affordable 
housing to households earn-
ing between 30% and 60% 
of the area median income. 
The building will offer a mix 
of efficiencies, one-bedroom, 
two-bedroom and three-bed-
room apartments, including 
nine fully accessible ADA com-
pliant units.

Wesley Housing acquired 
the site, an underutilized 

parking lot, from the Fairling-
ton Presbyterian Church. 

“Our church’s mission is 
to be a transforming force for 
good in the world in the name 
of Jesus Christ,” Fairlington 
Presbyterian Pastor Juli Wil-
son-Black said at the ground-
breaking. “We are especially 
glad in this moment to be able 
to turn spaces for cars into 
spaces for people, as the pan-
demic has made even more 
evident the chronic housing 
insecurity that so many of our 
neighbors live with.”

-ddunbar@alextimes.com 
Charlotte Tsoucalas, 

president of The Board of 
Lady Managers of Inova Al-
exandria Hospital, presented 
Inova Alexandria Hospital 
President Dr. Rina Bansal 
with a check for more than 
$44,000 on Dec. 10.

Despite the inability to 
hold in-person fundraisers 

this year, the BLM managed 
to hold a series of virtual 
events during which com-
munity businesses and indi-
viduals could contribute. The 
funds will go toward advanc-
ing technology and support-
ing spiritual care in the hos-
pital setting.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com 

Alexandria police officers 
are investigating a robbery that 
took place on Tuesday night in 
the 4300 block of Duke Street, 
according to a news release.

Late on Tuesday night, an 

unknown male suspect ap-
proached the victim, a man, 
and robbed him at gunpoint, 
Alexandria Police Depart-
ment Public Information 
Officer Courtney Ballantine 

said in an email.
Anyone with information 

of the robbery is encouraged to 
call APD’s 24-hour non-emer-
gency number, 703-746-4444.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Falcons Landing is delighted to announce the opening of our first Terrace 

Home, in February 2021. With the best features of apartment and cottage 

living, The Terrace Homes offer a new take on Independent Living for military 

officers who have honorably served and senior level federal employees.  

No matter how you spend your days, Falcons Landing gives you the freedom 

to enjoy all of the activities that define who you are. Only four remain in the 

first Terrace Home! Call us now to learn more.

ACT FAST! CALL (703) 260-8504 BEFORE THE LAST 10 APARTMENTS ARE RESERVED! 
www.FalconsLanding.org   |   Falcons Landing is proud to be a non-profit Life Plan Community.

settle for

viewed by regulators in the 
coming weeks and months.

In response to a recent 
uptick in COVID-19 cases, 
Northam announced in-
creased COVID-19 restric-
tions, including a nightly 
curfew, that took effect on 
Monday. The curfew extends 
from midnight to 5 a.m. It re-
stricts all travel except that 
which is deemed essential, 

which includes travelling 
to the grocery store, to and 
from work or to get medical 
attention, according to the 
governor’s office.

The new measures also 
expand the governor’s 
mask mandate to include 
indoor settings, something 
Alexandria’s own mask 
mandate already included, 
and limit social gatherings 
from 25 to 10 people.

-Times staff

VACCINE FROM | 1
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are allowed in a given small 
area plan must devote 10% 
of the increased density to 
affordable units in what are 
deemed “core markets,” in-
cluding Old Town, Del Ray 

and Potomac Yard. Devel-
opers building in “emerging 
markets,” including Arlan-
dria, Rosemont and the West 
End, are only required to set 
aside 8% of additional densi-
ty to affordable units. Market 
designations are based on 

rent prices in various areas 
of the city, according to staff.

Developers of continuum 
of care projects and age-re-
stricted, independent living 
multifamily projects would 
be required to dedicate 3% of 
additional density to afford-

able housing.
The update also includes 

several voluntary policies 
that would allow developers 
to include additional afford-
able housing within the lim-
its of their SAP-allotted den-
sity. A proposed amendment 
to city code that would make 
these voluntary contribu-
tions mandatory is included 
in the city’s legislative pack-
age for the 2021 General As-
sembly session in January.

Council’s approval came 
with some caveats. Although 
council approved staff’s rec-
ommended update to the 
policy, council directed staff 
to come back in January with 
revisions that reflect changes 
proposed by several members 
of council. 

The update, which the 
Planning Commission unan-
imously approved on Dec. 
1, is the culmination of an 
18-month process involving 
conversations between city 
staff, developers and housing 
consultants. 

Council had an initial con-
versation about the policy 
update during its Dec. 8 legis-
lative meeting, during which 
most members of council sup-
ported the majority of staff’s 
proposed update.

Councilor John Chapman 
said he supported the man-
datory element of the policy 
update, arguing that it pro-
tects communities that are 
increasingly getting pushed 
out of the city and ensures 
developers do not underval-
ue the community they are 
coming into.

“It’s about actually im-
proving the opportunity for 
people to stay in this com-
munity because that’s what 

we’re fighting against,” 
Chapman said at the meet-
ing. “Gentrification is alive 
and well in our community 
and there’s very few tools 
that we have to fight against 
it. This is a tool that we’re 
trying to use, trying to use 
the opportunities that devel-
opers are giving us … to be 
able to allow people to stay in 
this community.”

Chapman and Councilor 
Mo Seifeldein did push back 
on some of staff’s proposed 
changes on Dec. 8. They 
claimed that although the 
overall vision for the policy 
update was something they 
supported, the specific lan-
guage provided too much 
flexibility for developers. 

The initial policy update 
allowed for developers to dedi-
cate as low as 5% of their added 
density to affordable housing 
under certain circumstances, 
such as market or econom-
ic factors that lie outside the 
developer’s control. Seifeldein 
pushed back on this and re-
quested staff specify that the 
circumstances in question are 
limited and rare. 

Seifeldein and Chapman 
met with city staff and City 
Attorney Joanna Anderson in 
the intervening days to work 
out an amendment to the 
proposed changes that would 
work for both staff and council.

On Saturday, Seifeldein pro-
posed an amendment that, like 
staff’s recommendation, would 
make the 10% and 8% contri-
butions mandatory if develop-
ers opt to go above the density 
they are allowed under a SAP. 
However, Seifeldein further 
defined that the circumstanc-

HOUSING FROM | 1
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It’s about actually improving the 
opportunity for people to stay in this 
community because that’s what we’re 

fighting against. Gentrification is alive and 
well in our community and there’s very 
few tools that we have to fight against it.”

– Councilor John Chapman
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The Market is Moving! 
Check out a few of our latest listings and sales in Alexandria. Thinking of 
making a move in the new year? Reach out to one of our Alexandria experts 
for an inside look at how the market is moving in your neighborhood. 

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
homesofalexandriateam@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com 
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

526 Queen Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  
5 BD |  3.5 BA |  $2 ,198,000  

Listed by The Goodhart Group

601 N. Fairfax St Unit 215, Alexandria, VA 22314 

2 BD |  2 .5 BA |  $2 ,000,000

Listed by Pia Taylor

116 Stewart Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 
3 BD |  3.5 BA |  $1 , 500,000 

Listed by Homes of Alexandria Team

428 N. Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314 

4 BD |  6.5 BA |  $3,750,000

Buyer Represented by The Rivkin Group

ACTIVE

ACTIVE

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152
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Models Open | Alexandria Times | Half-page 4C: 9.3" x 5.25"

We are here for you and your loved ones. Visit Sunrise of Old Town for a  

one-on-one tour of our brand new models. You’ll get a sneak peek of our 

community’s amenities, activities, and dining program. We look forward to  

sharing our personalized approach to assisted living and memory care, coming  

to Alexandria in the spring of 2021.

• Highly trained, compassionate 
team of caregivers

• Activities and programming 
customized to resident interests, 
nourishing mind, body, and spirit

• Minutes from shopping, dining,  
and entertainment

Tour Our New Models

CONTACT US TO SCHEDULE  
YOUR PERSONAL TOUR 

400 N Washington Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314All our team members are following COVID-19 infection control protocols, including wearing  

a mask. Number of visitors allowed inside is limited, to maintain appropriate social distancing. 

• Community cleaning protocols 
are constantly reinforced, 
with professional deep-cleans 
performed as necessary

• Conveniently close to medical 
centers and hospitals

703-454-9900
SunriseOldTown.com/Times

© 2020 Sunrise Senior Living

OLD TOWN

58720156-061-Sunrise_Old_Town_Print_Media_Ads_MODELS_OPEN_hz3.indd   6 11/2/20   1:39 PM

es that would allow developers 
to go below those contribution 
mandates would not include 
“ordinary or industry-standard 
economic factors.”

Under Seifeldein’s amend-
ment, an applicant pursuing 
decreased contribution due 
to a project’s lack of feasi-
bility under the mandates 
could submit a pro forma 
evaluation, opening their fi-
nancial books to the city. The 
developer would have to pay 
the city to hire a third-par-
ty consultant to review the 
evaluation and council would 
consider the pro forma but it 
would not be a requirement 
for council’s final decision.

Cathy Puskar, an attorney 
at Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley & 
Walsh who represents vari-
ous developers in the region, 
expressed concern upon 
hearing some of Seifeldein’s 
proposed changes at the 
hearing for the first time.

Puskar, along with many 

other developers’ representa-
tives, has been working with 
the city since 2019 to find a 
solution to the city’s affordable 
housing woes that works for 
both developers and the city.  

“I would ask council to 
consider the fact that the rea-
son we have had the success 
that we have had in the past 
with developers agreeing to 
abide by [these policies] is be-
cause we were all part of that 
process and we all agreed on 
the outcome,” Puskar said. 
“It just feels a little bit dis-
appointing that you guys are 
now changing what was dis-
cussed and negotiated with 
that group at the 11th hour.”

Puskar urged council to 
defer their decision on the pro-
posed amendment to January.

Seifeldein pushed back on 
Puskar’s comments, claiming 
his amendment does not fun-
damentally change the policy 
update but further clarifies 
the rules around exceptions 
to the contribution mandate.

“It does not change the 

substance of what has been 
agreed to, and certainly coun-
cil has the authority to make 
that change, make things clear 
for all parties,” Seifeldein said.

Puskar said she remained 
concerned about how, under 
Seifeldein’s amendment, 
developers would not only 
be opening their books to 
the city but would have to 
pay for a third-party anal-
ysis that might not even be 
used by the city in its final 
determination.

Mayor Justin Wilson ex-
pressed discomfort around 
the idea that council should 
bind itself or future councils 
to specific actions, such as 
requiring a pro forma to be 
part of its consideration in 
a process designed around 
case-by-case analysis.

Councilor Canek Aguirre 
questioned the need for mar-
ket designations between core 
and emerging markets, espe-
cially as “emerging markets” 
in the city are developing so 
quickly. Seifeldein seconded 

Aguirre’s comments, propos-
ing that the 10% contribution 
requirement be made univer-
sal across the city.

Chapman supported the 
councilors’ position, encour-
aging council to find places 
where policy can lead devel-
opment and not the other 
way around.

Sarah Woodworth, a con-
sultant for Office of Housing 
who assisted in the research 
that led to the proposed up-
date, cautioned that developers 
would be less likely to pursue 
projects in emerging markets 
with a 10% contribution policy.

“I do not think that in the 
markets with the lower rents 
that do not get the prime 
rents that our core markets 
or mature markets get, that 
a project will be feasible at 
the 10% level, which means 
no investment will happen,” 
Woodworth said.

Wilson pointed to the city’s 
handling of development poli-
cy in Beauregard, where de-
velopers have opted to pursue 

by-right renovation instead of 
adding density due to an am-
bitious contribution policy.

“We don’t want to go too far 
or we’re not going to have any-
thing happen,” Wilson said.

To address council’s con-
cerns regarding market des-
ignation, Helen McIlvaine, 
director of the Office of Hous-
ing, agreed to perform annual 
reviews of market designa-
tions, as opposed to perform-
ing reviews every five years.

After a lengthy back and 
forth, Chapman made a mo-
tion, seconded by Councilor 
Del Pepper, to approve staff’s 
recommended policy update. 
Instead of deferring the de-
cision, as part of the approv-
al, council directed staff to 
return to council at its Jan. 
12 legislative meeting with 
a revised policy that reflects 
Seifeldein’s proposed amend-
ment and adjustments made 
to the frequency of reviews to 
market designation. Council 
approved the motion 7-0.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

HOUSING FROM | 4
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For many of us, being with friends and family is a holiday tradition. But this year, instead 
of having large gatherings, it’s smart to keep things small. To help prevent spreading 

COVID-19, limit the number of people in your home. And instead of personal visits, opt 
for video chats or long phone calls. Keeping it small can make a very big diff erence. 

HAPPY SMALLIDAYS.
Keep celebrations small to fi ght COVID.
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~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Molly is glad to greet  friends with  a hug; at 14 months old, 
Molly is a happy and enthusiastic pup.

A boxer mix, she’s a clever, energetic girl looking to live in 
the company of adults who share her spirit. Ready for school, 

Molly is eager to learn more tricks.

Happy holidays from Molly and all of the waiting  
pets at the Shelter!

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment  

THANK YOU

~Happy Holidays~

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Because everyone  
deserves a home.”

 
 

The perfect gift: a Fontaine gift card in a 
Fontaine canvas bag or blanket. 

FONTAINE Sun-Thur 10 am to 8 pm
Fri-Sat 10 am to 9 pm

Dine inside or “tentside” with heaters,  
carry-out & local delivery 

www.fontainebistro.com | 703-535-8151

KingsJewelry.NET
609 King Street

Old Town Alexandria
703-549-0011

Family owned and operated for 65 years.

Extended Hours 
during December.
Open one Special Sunday  
Dec 20th 11am to 5pm.

HOLIDAY SPECIALS THRU DEC.  24 TH

feed 12,000 to 16,000 people 
per month during the pan-
demic through its large-scale 
food distribution events.

When COVID-19 hit the 
region in March, most busi-
nesses and organizations 
had to scale down their oper-
ations. ALIVE! Executive Di-
rector Jennifer Ayers did the 
opposite.

“We were [providing] 
about 30,000 pounds of food 
[per month] prior to the pan-
demic and at my last tally 
at the end of November, we 
had distributed 1.1 million 
pounds of food between 
March and November,” Ayers 
said.  “I think last month 
was about 175,000, 180,000 
pounds of food ...”

The number of events 
and the diversity of distri-
bution methods expanded 
as well with the onset of the 
pandemic. ALIVE! started 
providing truck-to-trunk 
delivery for those that did 
not want to leave their cars 
as well as standard walk-up 
pickup. ALIVE! also provides 
home deliveries for residents 
who are quarantining.

“Instead of just doing 

two distribution events each 
month and some home de-
livery, we were doing basi-
cally some sort of mass dis-
tribution every week with 
two truck-to-trunk contact-
less drive through events 
the last Saturday of most 
months,” Ayers said.

The organization scaled 
up more than its food distri-
bution program too. 

More families than nor-
mal have reached out to 
the ALIVE! financial assis-
tance program, as increased 
numbers of Alexandrians 
found themselves without 
income or the ability to pay 
for rent and food. The non-
profit also started the Alex-
andria Eviction Prevention 
Partnership in collabora-
tion with Legal Services of 
Northern Virginia, the 
Northern Virginia Afford-
able Housing Alliance and 
The Lazarus Ministry.

“Our goal there is to link 
people to appropriate hous-
ing resources or financial as-
sistance or, in the worst case, 
help them transition through 
the eviction process,” Ayers 
said. “We can help them get 
a hotel room for a couple of 
nights, put their things in 

storage or connect them to 
a relative so they can find 
another place to live in case 
they are being evicted.”

ALIVE! now receives 200 
calls per week from residents 
seeking assistance in navi-
gating the eviction process, 
Ayers said.

As a result of increased 
demand in some areas – and 
public health guidelines – 
ALIVE! has had to reduce op-
erations in other programs. 
The organization’s preschool 
program closed in June and 
the modest-sized transi-
tional shelter that normally 
houses four families can now 
only house two, Ayers said.

Increasing food distribu-
tion operations has not been 
without its share of challenges. 

Early during the pan-
demic, the food supply chain 
experienced unprecedented 
disruptions, which impacted 
not only farmers and grocery 
stores but food pantries and 
distributors such as ALIVE!

Deliveries slowed down 
and occurred less regular-
ly. In one case, a delivery of 
food took four weeks to get to 
ALIVE! because it got stuck 

ALIVE! FROM | 1

SEE ALIVE! | 10
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Always Alexandria
If you're looking to remodel a kitchen, add a bathroom, finish 
a basement, or build an addition, our proprietary CaseStudy‰

process delivers all of the information you need to make the 
best decisions for your own unique project. We'll virtually 
collaborate on ideas, develop three unique design options - 
with your dream design virtually rendered in 3D - and include 
budgeting information and timelines. Visit CaseDesign.com
to set a virtual appointment or to learn more. 

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Alexandria Design  
Studio Now Open
We’re thrilled to open our 4th design studio
at the corner of Washington and King.
Because during these times,
home is more important than ever. 
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Port City Profile

The quest for affordable 
yet great quality clothing for 
pregnant women and working 
moms with growing kids is 
always a challenge. Bellies & 
Babies was founded more than 
a decade ago with the intent 
of offering reasonably priced 
clothing, gear and toys for 
moms, moms to be and wee 
ones, along with convenient, 
free parking.  

Lee Raynes, the new owner 
as of 2020, has built on this 
foundation by providing quick, 
easy and safe virtual shopping. 
Bellies & Babies even has 
customers who simply send an 
email or text of what they are 
looking for and they receive 
photos of stock items that 
match the description. That’s 
customer service!

The pandemic has inspired 
Raynes to do more for the 

community, so she is adding 
a new element of “Service, 
Education and Community 
Building” to Bellies & 
Babies. The primary focus 
will be to help families and 
children in need throughout 
our community. Raynes has 
incorporated the principles of 
“reduce, reuse and rethink” 
into Bellies and Babies. She said 
Bellies & Babies is “proud to 
give back to the community in 
which we work and live.”

Bellies & Babies

Business Name: Bellies & Babies
Location:  1913 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Neighborhood: Del Ray
Owner: Lee Raynes 
Year opened: 2010; new ownership Jan. 2020 
Type of business:  Affordable high-end, high-quality consignment 

clothing and gear for pregnant women, moms working outside 
the home and babies.

Hours of operation: Tues. to Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday 
noon to 4 p.m.

Phone: 703-518-8908
Website: www.belliesbabies.com

“Keep ‘em Clean        
  and Cute!”

Locally owned and operated servicing Alexandria!
Please visit www.petgroomingalexandria.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Lee Raynes, owner of Bellies & 
Babies.

en route after the driver got 
sick, Ayers said.

There was also a general 
reluctance from retailers and 
suppliers to sell food in the 
quantity that ALIVE! required 
due to supply shortages.

“We’ve certainly experi-
enced on our end difficulty 
purchasing meat wholesale,” 
Ayers said. “We have to pay 
retail for it. Because of the 
packing issues, fresh produce 
is a challenge, trying to store 
fresh produce in a way and 
on a scale where we can use 
it effectively.” 

Supply shortages are no 
longer as big of an issue, and, 
as a result, ALIVE! has been 
able to increase the quantity 
and quality of food it pro-
vides to residents on a weekly 
basis. At the beginning of the 
pandemic, ALIVE! was only 
able to provide “subsistence 
food,” two bags of basic food, 
Ayers said.

Now, ALIVE! provides 
enough food to last a family 
of four five days and the bags 
include chicken, eggs, produce 
and canned and shelved goods, 
including rice and beans.

With a higher demand for 
its services, ALIVE! has had 
to rely on its hardworking 
staff of 12 full-time employ-
ees and a dedicated, ever-ex-
panding base of volunteers. 
Since all the food has to be 
pre-bagged, ALIVE! volun-
teers have been collectively 
dedicating about 110 volun-
teer hours per week to bag 
the sheer volume of food the 
nonprofit is providing.

The city has also been 
key to the success of ALIVE! 
over the past 10 months. Of 
the city’s initial $27.8 million 
tranche of federal funding 
received through the Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief and Eco-
nomic Security Act, $3.9 mil-
lion went toward addressing 
food insecurity. Much of that 
money went toward helping 
ALIVE! scale up its food dis-
tribution operations.

City Council recently dou-
bled down on its collabora-

tion with ALIVE!. At the Dec. 
8 legislative meeting, council 
unanimously approved allo-
cating an additional $375,000 
to ensure food distribution 
efforts continue through 
April 2021.

The pandemic has led 
to unexpected but welcome 
collaborations across the 
city, and ALIVE!’s success 
is a testament to that, Ayers 
said. The Alexandria Police 
Department and Alexandria 
Fire Department have man-
aged logistics and traffic at 
distribution sites and DASH 
buses have helped carry food 
across the city.

The extension of the 
agreement between ALIVE! 
and the city means the non-
profit has a stable headquar-
ters for the next five years. 
The city also gave ALIVE! 
access to the unused former 
WMATA-owned “bus barn,” 
which ALIVE! now uses to 
bag and distribute its food.

“Being able to have a 
place to scale our operations 
and put things doesn’t sound 
like a big deal, but it’s huge,” 
Ayers said.

Meanwhile, the Depart-
ment of Community and Hu-
man Resources has become a 

dedicated partner for ALIVE!
“We meet weekly with staff 

that report to DCHS and really 
work through where the most 
need is,” Ayers said. “We look 
at maps. We really get into the 
weeds, and they’re doing what 
we’re doing, which is trying to 
fill the gaps.”

The level of support 
ALIVE! has received from 
the city and community was 
overwhelming at first, ac-
cording to Ayers. Residents 
are volunteering in droves, 
money is flowing in from 
the city and other organiza-
tions in the city have start-
ed reaching out to ALIVE! 
to learn about how it has 
achieved such success.

Ayers said she just hopes 
that level of support contin-
ues now that the first dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine has ar-
rived in Virginia.

“My biggest fear is that 
we’re going to get complacent, 
because the situation isn’t go-
ing away, even with the vac-
cine,” Ayers said. “People are 
really struggling.”

For more information on 
how to donate to ALIVE!, 
visit www.alive-inc.org/fi-
nancial-donation/

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PHOTO/ALIVE!
At each distribution, ALIVE! provides enough food to last a family of 
four for five days. These meal packages include chicken, eggs, pro-
duce and canned and shelved goods.

ALIVE! FROM | 8
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BY DENISE DUNBAR

Our lengthy, warm fall 
has lulled many Alexan-
drians into slow-tracking 
preparations for the holi-
days. Now, suddenly, we are 
in the middle of Hanukkah, 
and Christmas is next Friday. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has also made many would-be 
gift buyers reluctant to head 
to shopping malls or big-box 
stores for presents. While 
this has been a boon to Ama-
zon and other internet-based 
companies, both scenarios 
– last-minute shopping and 
COVID-19 precautions – also 
highlight the importance of 
smaller, local shops.

Local shops are conve-
nient, and they’re taking 
strenuous precautions, of-
fering private shopping 
hours, limiting customers 
in their stores and making 
contactless shopping as easy 
as possible. There’s never 
been a year when local busi-
nesses need the support of 
residents as much as 2020, 
and Alexandria’s small busi-
nesses have responded with 

deals and products that rival 
those anywhere.

In this week’s holiday gift 
guide, our emphasis is on 
last-minute gift buying. Next 
week’s final gift guide is all 
about the gift cards and spe-
cial deals local restaurants 
have cooked up for the holi-
day season.

Books
Even in our digital-fo-

cused society, there’s never 
been a better year to give an 
actual physical book as a gift.

We’re stuck inside be-
cause it’s finally cold out, yet 
the recent surge in COVID-19 

Easy but great last minute gifts 

COURTESY PHOTO
The Company of Books, 1712 Mt. Vernon Ave., sells a wide array of 
books, including Samantha Irby's humorous collection of essays, 
"Wow, No Thank You."

SEE GIFT GUIDE | 12

Holiday 
Gift Guide

 

Winter Mini Parties  
 

10 Guests Each in 10 Great 
party locations at the 

Sheraton Old Town Alexandria 

 Get together with friends and family 
– no cleaning, no cooking, park for 

free, arrive and celebrate 
 

Mini 4 Course Dinner Packages – 
start at $50.00 pp 

 
Mini Cocktail Parties Start at $38pp  

Alcohol Additional 
 

Custom Menu packages available 
 

Sheraton Old Town Alexandria  
801 N St Asaph St.   

703-519-8795 
bjones@sheratonalexandria.com 

1712 Mount Vernon Ave, Alexandria

Books Make Great Gifts!

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

We’ve got special 
holiday wine, 
one-of-a-kind 
wine gifts, and 
even art at  
your desired 
price point! 

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Curbside pick-up! Call in your order, pay, 
drive up and your wine will be ready! 

Now offering food to go! Check out 
items from our new grab and go section! 

Add your favorite wine for a most 
delicious dinner!

Delivery coming soon!



12 |DECEMBER 17, 2020 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

cases means it’s not safe to 
hang out indoors other than 
in our own homes. Books are 
the perfect versatile gift: You 
can stuff one in a stocking or 
wrap a few as the main event.

Fortunately, Alexandria 
has several terrific book-
stores where you can find the 
best read for the bookworm 
in your life.

One of the brave busi-
nesses that opened in 2020 
during the pandemic, The 
Company of Books located 
at 1712 Mt. Vernon Ave. in 
Del Ray, has offerings from 
every genre and is open dai-
ly for general and personal 
shopping. It also offers gift 
certificates.

A staff recommendation 
is “Wow, No Thank You” by 
Samantha Irby. A collection 
of essays about the awkward 
events of Irby’s life, it’s fun-
ny and light reading for the 
holiday season.

Appointment-only shop-
ping is offered from 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday, Fri-
day and Sunday, while gener-
al shopping hours are Sunday 
to Thursday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Friday and Saturday 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. For more in-
formation or to set up a per-
sonal shopping appointment, 
call 703-299-3080 or email 
TCBdelray@gmail.com.

Head to Hooray for Books! 
for the perfect gift for the lit-
tle one in your life. Hooray for 
Books! is a locally owned, in-
dependent bookstore located 
in Old Town at 1555 King St., 
offering children’s books – 
and books for the adults they 
become – and games and toys. 

Staff recommendations 
for kids and young adults 
include: “The Crayons’ 
Christmas” by Drew Day-
walt, $19.99; “What We’ll 
Build: Plans for Our Togeth-
er Future” by Oliver Jeffers, 

$19.99; “Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid #15 The Deep End” by 
Jeff Kinney, $14.99; “Cat Kid 
Comic Club” by Dav Pilkey, 
$12.99, along with signed 
copies of “A Sky Beyond the 
Storm,” the finale to “An Em-
ber in the Ashes” series by 
Sabaa Tahir, $19.99.

Hooray for Books! is open 
Monday to Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For 
more information, call 703-
548-4092 or email info@
hooray4books.com.

If you’re not sure which 
book to choose, Old Town 
Books, 104 S. Union St., 
has the perfect gift: a sub-
scription service. Buy your 
book-loving family mem-
ber a six-month subscrip-
tion for $195, and Old Town 

Books staff will handpick a 
first edition book and deliv-
er it to your doorstep each 
month. This holiday season, 
Old Town Books also recom-
mends Barack Obama’s new 
memoir, “A Promised Land.”

Old Town Books is also sup-
porting essential workers and 
children in need with its “Book 
Love” book care packages and 
will match 20% to any dona-
tion made. Visit www.oldtown-
books.com/?q=p.book_love or 
call 703-647-9749 for more in-
formation.

Luxury
Just because you’re shop-

ping late doesn’t mean you 
have to forego a luxurious 
gift for your loved one. 

Last Minute

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Festive Family  
Feast For 4  

Vegetarian with  
mango lassi $90 and 

Non-vegetarian with an 
Indian bottle wine $100.  

Call (703) 660-6085.
The perfect gift:

A gift certificate with $55 
for $50 & $120 for $100.

Le Refuge
Accepting reservations  

for New Year’s Eve  
for seatings at 5:00,  

7:00 and 9:00
Prix fixe menu

Now accepting reservations for 
seatings at:

Christmas Eve 4:30, 6:30 & 8:30
3 course menu

New Year’s Eve 5:00, 7:00 and 9:00 
4 course menu with a glass  

of champagne

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

Take-out available!

WEEKEND 1

December 6th

through

December 8th

WEEKEND 2

December 13th

through

December 15th

WEEKEND 3

December 20th

through

December 22nd

DEL RAY ARTISANS
HOLIDAY MARKET

2020

 
  

JOIN US
December  

4-6
December 

11-13
December 

18-20

Friday 
 6-9  pm

Saturday and 
Sund ay

11 am-6 pm

Covid 19 
procedures 

in place

Different Artists Each Weekend
Del Ray Artisans Gallery
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria
DelRayArtisans.org/holiday-market-2020 SEE GIFT GUIDE | 13

COURTESY PHOTOS
Top: King's Jewelry offers necklaces and rings with a combination of 
gold and white gold.
Bottom: Ten Thousand Villages' diamond ear warmer, knitted by 
Peruvian artisans, is the perfect cold-weather gift.

GIFT GUIDE FROM | 11
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Last Minute

M-F 8am-11am or 
Sat 11am-1pm
25 S. Dove St.

Alexandria, VA 22314

Donation Drop Off

915 King St, Alexandria
703-684-1435

#LiveLifeFair

Purposeful gifts
crafted by hand
for home and life

King’s Jewelry has been 
an Alexandria staple for the 
past 65 years. Located at 609 
King St. in Old Town, King’s 
Jewelry has gifts at many 
price points. 

Planning to propose this 
holiday season? Or perhaps 
you’ve always wanted to up-
grade the wedding band you 
gave your loved one many 
years ago? King’s Jewelry 
has gorgeous wedding bands 
with gem quality emeralds, 
rubies or sapphires. Holiday 
special prices range from 
$2,195 to $2,295. 

Another favorite look this 
season is wearing yellow and 

white gold together in pen-
dants, rings and earrings. 
King’s Jewelry also has an ar-
ray of watches from Tag Heuer 
and Seiko for men and women.

King’s Jewelry’s hours 
are from Monday to Friday 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sun-
day 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Though 
their physical store is open, 
and they are following CDC 
guidelines, King’s Jewelry is 
also offering virtual shopping 
and curbside pickup. For more 
information call 703-549-
0011 or visit their website at 
www.kingsjewelry.net.

Another destination for a 
luxury gift this holiday sea-
son is Goldfinch. Whether 

it’s a baccarat degustation 
set, $250; a baccarat eye 
frame, $280; or a Michael 
Aram pinecone candle, $70, 
Goldfinch has luxurious gifts 
for the discerning gift-receiv-
er. Each baccarat item comes 
wrapped in a signature red 
gift box that looks especially 
lovely under the tree. 

Goldfinch is located at 
806 N. Fairfax St. The store's 
holiday hours are Tuesday to 
Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Sunday noon to 4 p.m. Open 
Christmas Eve 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. For more information 
call 571-970-3049 or visit 
www.shopgoldfinch.com.

Accessories
There’s nothing better for 

a gals’ gift exchange than a 
scarf or, this year, a facemask. 
Ten Thousand Villages and 
Top it Off both have an array 
of accessories that make for 
perfect last-minute gifts.

At Ten Thousand Villag-
es you can shop local while 
supporting global, as TTV is 
a local non-profit that pro-
vides access to a global mak-
er-to-market network.

Recommended items this 
holiday season include the 
diamond ear warmer, which 
is the perfect outdoor acces-
sory for any season. It’s warm 
enough for the winter but 
can easily be worn well into 
the spring. Each ear warmer 
is knitted by artisans in Peru. 

Or, for a sleek and pol-
ished look, there’s the eco–
leather black crossbody from 
CRC Exports in India. This 
purse features a zippered 
side pocket and a slip pocket 
for your phone. 

Ten Thousand Villag-
es is located at 915 King St. 
For more information call 
703-684-1435. or go to www.
tenthousandvillages.com/
alexandria.

At Top it Off, everything 

in the store is $25 and under, 
so your last-minute gift can 
also be affordable. Top it Off 
is offering a “buy one get one 
free” special on holiday face-
masks, which means buyers 
can purchase two adult or 
kids’ facemasks for $10.

Top it Off offers two Al-
exandria locations, in Del 
Ray at 1906 Mt. Vernon Ave. 
and in the Hollin Hall neigh-
borhood at 7968 B Fort Hunt 
Road. For more information 
call 703-660-6490 or see 
www.topitoffwholesale.com.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Top: Top it Off is offering a "buy one get one free" holiday special on 
facemasks for adults and kids.
Bottom: The Baccarat degustation set offered at Goldfinch.

GIFT GUIDE FROM | 12
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“THE MOUTH IS THE GATEWAY TO THE BODY,  SO 
WHOLE HEALTH BEGINS WITH ORAL.HEALTH.”

Dental Excellence Integrative 
Center is a Mercury-Free and Mercury 
Safe dental office in Northern Virginia. Our 
mission is to give you and your family healthy 
teeth and gums for life. 
We have the latest technology and procedures 
such as: Drill-free cavity solutions, non-surgical and non-in-
vasive snoring treatments, Mercury Safe Removal (S.M.A.R.T. 
certified) Safe Biocompatible materials and 
Oxygen/Ozone therapy.

FREE 
CHILD EXAM

(under 12)

Cleaning & Images
when scheduling 

with a parent
new resident

offer

Comprehensive & 
Preventive Dentistry:

Holistic Oral Health 
Solutions: 

Adult & Child Orthopedics 
& Orthodontics

(703) 745-5496
care@dentalexcellenceva.com

• Cavity treatment with 
Biocompatible fillings
• Mercury safe removal
• Chao pinhole gum 
rejuvenation technique
• Bacteria & virus  
elimination by laser 
• Root canal therapy with 
advanced laser technique
• Immune system  
reactivity testing
• TMJ therapy

• Advanced dental laser system  
for bone regeneration 
• Innovative oxygen, Ozone 
therapy
• Lip/tongue tie laser release
• Take-home sleep apnea  
study device
• Oral sleep apnea  
appliance therapy

• Braces
• Invisalign
• Dental-Facial Airway 
Improvement
• Dental-facial Airway Develop-
ment through alternative 
Osteopathic ALF Appliance for 
Children
• Anterior Facial Growth  
Guided Appliance Therapy

NEW 
PATIENT

SPECIALS 
AVAILABLE

Call us and mention 
NEWRESIDENT for  

more details.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

As part of Immanuel Lu-
theran School's November 
month of giving, the school 
celebrated and thanked 
teachers for their work on be-
half of students and families. 

With the support of a 
Thrivent Action Team grant, 
ILS held a mini staff ap-
preciation day on Nov. 16. 
Teachers were treated to a 
special lunch, other good-
ies throughout the day and 
small gifts. Additionally, 
parents and students shared 
their recorded video messag-
es of thanks recognizing the 
hard work and dedication of 
Immanuel's teachers. 

To pay it forward and 
further share appreciation 
for the work of Lutheran 
educators across the coun-
try, ILS is using another 
Thrivent Action Team grant 
to plan a mini staff appre-
ciation event for Memorial 
Lutheran School in Hous-
ton, Texas. 

“The faithful teachers 
and staff I work with are 
truly inspiring,” ILS Head-
master Julia Habrecht said. 
“Whenever I step into their 
shoes, I grow in appreciation 
and awe of their gifts. These 
faithful men and women are 
family to me.”

Immanuel Lutheran School 
gives thanks for teachers

COURTESY PHOTO
ILS celebrated staff appreciation day on Nov. 16. 

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 

news every week.  Please show them your thanks by 
patronizing their businesses.
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Things To Do 

Before The Holidays

@PassionatelyPets

• Mom

• Book Club

• Dog Walker

Whatever you need this holiday season, 
we’ve got you covered!

Book Services & Shop:
www.PassionatelyPets.com

Book holiday pet sits

Replace the cat’s collar

Get the dog a new puzzle

Find gifts for:

X
X
X
X

NOW OFFERINGHouse Sitting!

Our King & Savior draws near.

Come, let us adore Him. And share of ourselves for Him.
Grace Episcopal Church  •  3601 Russell Road  •  Alexandria, VA 22305  •  703.549.1980  •  www.gracealex.org

The People of Grace 
Send Christmas Blessings to All.

The Grace Episcopal Church Food Pantry distributes  
bags of non-perishable foods to over 300 families each week!

Please consider donating.  
You too can help our Alexandria neighbors in need.

To learn more and to donate online, visit: 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/158826

V1 Grace_Episcopal_AlexTimes_EighthPg_A_4C.indd   1 12/3/20   6:40 PM

maidservicesinc.com

Cell and Text:  
703 629-9977

 Office:
703-560-6243

Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.

• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Bruce Elton
Owner

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Thanks to Corona-
virus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act 
funding, Alexandria City 
Public Schools elementa-
ry schools will be distrib-
uting beginning readers 
books for all kindergarten 
and first grade students.

Volunteers worked to-
gether before the Thanks-
giving break to bundle and 
bag “Keep Books” for ACPS’ 
youngest readers who will 
receive their bag of eight 
books at their schools’ next 
distribution events in the 
coming weeks

Grace Episcopal School 
students took part in one 
of the school's most cher-
ished outreach traditions 
in mid-November: building 
Tom the Turkey. 

Tom is built out of donat-
ed non-perishable food items 
each year just before Thanks-
giving to honor the season of 
gratitude. Year after year, the 
students delight in working 
together, bearing witness to 
the importance of giving. 

This year, the school com-
munity donated a total of 475 
packages and cans of food, 
diapers and baby wipes to 
the Grace Church Food Pan-
try. The Grace Church Food 
Pantry has increased its level 
of support since last spring 
for the surrounding commu-

nity and now serves over 300 
clients a week. 

Students eagerly took 
part in building Tom and 
watching their classmates 
and friends slowly bring him 
to life one item at a time. 
They displayed an incredible 
amount of patience, kindness 
and grace. 

ACPS to distribute 
books to young readers

Grace Episcopal’s  
Thanksgiving service project

COURTESY PHOTO
Head of School Patti Culbreth 
watching the students build Tom 
the Turkey. 

You’ve probably heard of 
the book “All I Really Need 
to Know I Learned in Kinder-
garten” that instructs us to 
share, play well with others, 
etc. But these days, kids for-
go classes like home econom-
ics and woodshop and leave 
high school with fewer real 
world skills. 

Because of this, Fusion 
Academy requires two class-
es beyond the typical math, 
science and English classes 
for graduation: wellness and 
life skills. While not required 
for part-time students, they 
are certainly great options 
for them as well.

Fusion understands that life 
after high school can become 
challenging and complex, and 
its goal is to prepare students 
by equipping them with the 
social-emotional, executive 
functioning, communication 

and independent living skills 
they'll need for success. 

The pass/fail wellness 
course offers opportunities 
for social, emotional and 
personal growth through 
four disciplines: art and mu-
sic expression, healthy habits 
and physical wellness. This 
can be helpful for things 
like high stress, anxiety, low 
self-esteem, poor body im-
age, social pressure and sub-
stance abuse issues. 

Embedded in the life 
skills course are topics in-
cluding goal setting, inde-
pendent living, civic mind-
edness and personal finance. 
The culminating experience 
for all students in life skills 
is the senior portfolio and 
presentation, which require 
students to reflect upon their 
growth and demonstrate 
their readiness to graduate.

Fusion provides  
its students with life skills 
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Out of the classroom 
Education section

In partnership with the 
nonprofit ALIVE!, St. Ste-
phen's and St. Agnes lower 
school participated in a ser-
vice learning activity on Nov. 
20. Students put together 
697 bags of food, which feeds 
more than 200 families for 
three to five days, to be dis-
tributed in the community. 

SSSAS gives a big shout-
out to all of the volunteers 
and transportation depart-
ment staff who helped pick 
up the food, move bags and 
deliver the bags back to the 
ALIVE! warehouse. 

The day before Thanks-
giving, SSSAS School served 
the Mother of Light Cen-
ter by providing school 
mini-buses and volunteer 
faculty and staff drivers who 
helped with their Thanks-
giving meal distribution to 
300 Alexandria families. 

To provide a fun activi-

ty for the children of these 
families, SSSAS middle 
school students designed 
coloring pages to be distrib-
uted along with the meals. 
Upper school student vol-
unteers helped with sort-

ing and packaging donated 
items from all three cam-
puses, as well as supporting 
the middle school design 
challenge by translating the 
student ideas into printable 
coloring pages. 

St. Stephen's and St. Agnes  
serves community at Thanksgiving

PHOTO/SSSAS
SSSAS students help put together bags of food to be distributed to 
the community. 

Commonwealth Acad-
emy students and teachers 
returned to campus in Oc-
tober, but parents don't have 
the same opportunity to 
meet in person on campus 
while COVID-19 restrictions 
are in place. 

The Commonwealth 
Academy Parents Associa-
tion has adapted by sched-
uling monthly outdoor 
gatherings for C.A. parents 
interested in meeting and 

mingling after morning 
drop-off. The gatherings 
take place outdoors at a 
nearby field with COVID-19 
health and safety precau-
tions in place. 

C.A. middle school and 
high school parents appreci-
ate the opportunity to seek 
information from one anoth-
er, chat with veteran and new 
C.A. parents, share updates 
and get to know other mem-
bers of the school community.

Commonwealth Academy 
features parent gatherings
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BY ERIC ALVILLAR

Every day, millions of peo-
ple throughout the country 
rely on telephone services to 
keep in contact with loved 
ones, pay their bills, make 
purchases and more. For those 
in our lives who are deaf, hard 
of hearing or have difficulty 
speaking, phone calls can be 
an incredibly complicated and 
frustrating task. Virginia Re-
lay provides people with clar-
ity, confidence and ease in 
making phone calls through 
the use of Telecommunica-
tions Relay Services.

Virginia Relay provides a 
variety of no-cost, 24/7 ser-
vices that allow individuals 
who are deaf, hard of hearing, 
deaf-blind or have difficulty 
speaking to communicate over 
the telephone. These calls use 
communication assistants, 
who are specially trained to 
understand a variety of speech 
patterns and facilitate calls ac-
cording to FCC and state regu-
lations to keep all calls prompt, 
professional and accurate. 
Primarily, calls are conducted 
through an assistive commu-
nications device such as a TTY, 
captioned telephone or other 
specialized equipment. 

Several relay service op-
tions are available to accom-
modate the needs of various 
users. We focus on what mat-

ters most to relay users: fast 
connection times and highly 
professional CAs who help 
you stay connected. Calls are 
completely confidential, with 
no time or subject limits.

Speech-to-speech relay 
service is especially useful 
for individuals who have dif-
ficulty speaking or being un-
derstood on the phone. Calls 

use a turn-taking system, 
where the CA repeats the 
STS user’s side of the conver-
sation as needed to ensure 
that the entire conversation 
is understood.

For those who have diffi-
culty hearing, captioned tele-
phone service allows users to 
listen while reading captions 
of what’s being said to them 

on the display screen of a 
CapTel® phone. 

Virginia Relay is here to 
help take the difficulty out of 
phone calls for you or some-
one you care about. To learn 
more about how Virginia Re-
lay can help enhance phone 
conversations, call Virginia 
Relay's toll-free number at 
866-894-4116 (Voice), 866-

246-9300 (TTY) or email VA-
Relay@HamiltonRelay.com

The writer is Virginia Relay 
outreach coordinator. 
CapTel is a registered 

trademark of Ultratec, Inc.

TimesLivinq

CALENDAR
December events
Attend a socially-distanced gospel concert, solve a holiday scav-
enger hunt and more. | Page 20

HOMES
Festive home design looks
Creative solutions bring nostalgia and hopeful holiday cheer to the 
forefront in 2020.  | Page 18

SENIORS
Make the call with Virginia Relay

ERIC  
ALVILLAR

FILE PHOTO
Virginia Relay helps those who are deaf, hard of hearing or have difficulty speaking on the phone.
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PHOTO/ WALLSAUCE
A captivating black-and-white image of a streetlamp-lit snowy Central Park creates a winter wonder-
land in the living room. The peel-and-stick mural is from Wallsauce.

BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS

The holidays may not be as 
robust this year or shared with 
as many family and friends as 
in the past. Still, there's a real 
longing for some festivity.

There's something com-
forting about lights, the smell 
of fresh evergreens, sparkly 
ornaments, the warmth of gold 
and the glimmer and romance 
of candles. It feels good, the 
nostalgia for Christmases and 
Hanukkahs past with loved 
ones – the good times.

If you've procrastinat-
ed, you may not find exactly 
what you want on retail and 
catalog websites. Frontgate, 

which packages an assort-
ment of themed ornaments 
for a particular look and style 
or color sold out of its Delft 
Blue collection in November.

Don’t stop dreaming. 
Borrow the idea for a small-
er tree, gathering a range of 
blue ornaments in different 
sizes. Maybe even make some 
of your own. Perhaps you'll 
find one special ornament to 
live with your tried-and-true 
heirloom pieces.

Each year there are so 
many fabulous ideas for dec-
orating, from designers, blog-
gers and stylists. On the CB2 
website, the talented Kara 
Mann, who has design offices 

in New York, Chicago and Los 
Angeles, shows how she brings 
a little glam to her holidays.

Mann's look is striking 
because of its elegant, chic 
simplicity. An entertaining 
vignette, for example, shows 
a burnished brass-finished 
mirrored gallery tray with 
glasses paired with a gold 
necked decanter. The pieces 
are set on a painted white 
sideboard. A pristine white 
feather tree stands off to 
the side; a 30-inch feather 
wreath hangs above.

A magnolia garland, with 
its warm copper underside, 

HOMES 

SEE HOME DESIGN | 19

Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

Design festive home looks 
for a hopeful holiday season

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
 10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2020 and March 2021. 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 17, 2020 | 19 

nestles on a stone fireplace 
mantel, with a trio of tall 
brass-plated steel candle-
sticks. Modern stocking hold-
ers are a vision in half white 
marble, half gold. Mann's new-
est furnishings have found a 
simpatico partner in CB2.

Gold, of course, is the go-
to metal for visual warmth. 
It's especially winsome with 
white, both enhanced by 
candlelight or warm white 
battery-operated fairy lights. 
One of the prettiest swags 
at Crate and Barrel features 
white jingling bells, lined in 
gold, slung from a gold rope 
over a doorknob.

One idea for transporting 
to an amazing winter won-
derland comes from an online 
wallcovering company, Wall-
sauce. Its massive murals, 
available in both paste and 

peel-and-stick, are designed 
to cover entire walls. They're 
particularly engaging as a 
backdrop in a holiday setting.

Look behind the sofa in 
a living room, and you gaze 
into a black-and-white image 
of snowy Central Park, lined 
with snow-covered trees and 
streetlights glowing along 
the way. Another design is 
a perky modern folk art de-
piction of stylized Christmas 
trees and reindeer, all fanci-
fully colored and decorated 
with polka dots and chevrons.

Adding greens — real 
or faux — are an easy way 
to spruce up some rooms. 
Pottery Barn has leath-
er-wrapped rectangular mir-
rors, which hang from leather 
straps on hooks. A set of six, 
adorned with pine wreaths 
with red ribbons, makes a 
compelling focal point on a 
dining room wall.

Among embellished stock-
ings are a couple of standouts. 
Metal artisan Jan Barboglio's 
Bota de Navidad for Neiman 
Marcus, places metal milagros, 
religious folk charms that are 
traditional votive offerings 
in Mexico and Latin America. 

Instead of appliques of fabric, 
the artist attaches silver and 
gold metal pieces on a creamy 
stocking. Another, embroi-
dered with rosy flowers on a 
teal ground, has a fluffy cuff.

For those looking for a 
bit of nostalgia, snow globes 

always delight. Macken-
zie-Childs takes the beloved 
Santa Claus figure, with 
gifts, and nestles the glass 
globe into a fanciful gold 
sleigh, its side panels in the 
brand's signature black-and-
white stripes and checks. It's 
available at Neiman Marcus.

Candles can add romance 
and magic, and the holders 
can be architectural, like a 
modern menorah from Nei-
man Marcus. Mercury glass 
or glittery glass votives add 
not only a shimmery ele-
gance, but the candles deliv-
er the intoxicating scents of 
the season as well.

The price range for deco-
rations is considerable, from 
a few dollars to $7,500. But 
take heart: If some of the 
more expensive decorations 
are beyond your budget, 
there's always DIY or the af-
ter-holiday sales.

This classic townhouse 
is located in the heart of the 
Del Ray neighborhood, just 
one block from the shops 
and restaurants of Mount 
Vernon Avenue. 

This light-filled home 
features an open floorplan on 

the main level and includes a 
gorgeous kitchen fully reno-
vated in 2018. Quartz coun-
tertops, a custom mobile 
island and sleek, black stain-
less steel appliances create a 
wonderful space to cook fa-
vorite recipes.

The main and upper lev-
els feature hardwood floor-
ing and there are custom 
built-ins throughout the 
home for abundant stor-
age. The fully finished low-
er level with full bath and 
walk out provides addition-

al living space.
The home has several 

options to relax and enter-
tain outside, including the 
charming front porch, the 
composite deck just off the 
kitchen and the fully fenced 
backyard.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Renovated townhouse in heart of Del Ray
Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 

Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 
703-684-7702 

Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Address: 1712 Price St.
Neighborhood: Del Ray
Price: $674,900
Beds: 2
Baths: 2
Year built: 1945
Square feet: 1,188
Contact:
Gretchen Wilkinson
Weichert, Realtors
703-597-8089 
gwilkinson@wiechert.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 
HOME DESIGN FROM | 18

PHOTO/WALLSAUCE
A snowy redwood forest transforms this bedroom, with peel-and-
stick wallcovering from Wallsauce, and the Christmas decorations 
make it even more magical.

Left: The main level has a light-
filled open floor plan.
Middle: The fully renovated 
kitchen with quartz counters.
Right: This Del Ray townhouse 
has a charming front porch.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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DECEMBER 17

DEL RAY HOLIDAY SCAVENGER 
HUNT Local artists have been com-
missioned to complete hand-painted 
holiday windows at businesses along 
Mount Vernon Avenue. Visit the Pat 
Miller Neighborhood Square to pick up 
a scavenger hunt, or download one at 
visitdelray.com/holiday  and complete 
the holiday hunt for a chance to win 
gift cards from local businesses. This 
event lasts until Dec. 25. 
Time: All day 
Location: Varies 
Information: www.visitdelray.com/
holiday

THE ART LEAGUE AND OLD 
TOWN BUSINESS ASSOCIA-
TION’S HOLIDAY ART WALK Old 
Town Business Association is partner-
ing with The Art League of Alexandria to 
offer a holiday themed art walk in Old 
Town. Old Town Business Association 
collaborated with 25 artists from The 
Art League to create holiday-themed 
lamppost art pieces along King Street 
and select side streets. Keep an eye out 
for holiday trees located on both upper 
and lower King Street. This event lasts 
through Jan. 8, 2021. 
Time: Varies 
Location: King Street 
Information: www.oldtownbusiness.
org/events/

ALEXANDRIA SANTA-GRAM 
GIVEAWAY The Alexandria San-
ta-gram Giveaway is an opportunity 
to buy in person or online from 
participating independently owned 
retailers in Alexandria for a chance 
to win a personalized video greeting 
from the big guy himself. Five win-
ners will be selected, and the event 
lasts through Dec. 20. 
Time: All day 
Location: Varies 
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/santa/

DECEMBER 18

VIRTUAL GADSBY’S TAVERN 
MUSEUM SOCIETY TRIVIA 
NIGHT Gadsby’s Tavern will be 
hosting five interactive Zoom rounds 
of trivia with prizes that will test res-
idents on their knowledge of history 
and Alexandria. This is perfect for 
a Friday night this holiday season. 
The questions are challenging and 
geared for adult players, but adult 
and child teams are welcome. The 
cost is $20 per household, with all 
proceeds benefiting Gadsby’s Tav-
ern Museum. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: www.gadsbystavern-
museum.us

DECEMBER 19

FIFTH ANNUAL DEL RAY CAN-
DY CANE BAR CRAWL TO-GO 
Alexandria’s restaurants need sup-
port more than ever, so help make 
this holiday season a memorable 
one. This pandemic-adapted event 
will feature a to-go bar crawl, where 
attendees will order their favorite 
holiday drink and food specials from 
their favorite participating restau-
rants in Del Ray. Pick up packages 
and take them home to enjoy with 
family or friends over Zoom. The $5 
registration fee will go directly back 
into supporting purchases from local 
businesses for swag bags. 
Time: Varies 
Location: Throughout Del Ray 
Information: https://bit.ly/2WjbJxr

HOLIDAY CANDLELIGHT TOUR 
AT LEE-FENDALL HOUSE Cele-
brate the holiday season with evening 
candlelight tours of the Lee-Fendall 
House decked out in Victorian splen-
dor. The antique toy exhibit will also 
be on view. Space is limited and res-
ervations are required. Face masks 
and social distancing will be in place 
throughout the tour. 
Time: 5 to 8 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.leefendallhouse.
org

“HALLELUJAH!” GOSPEL AND 
CHORAL FAVORITES FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS Enjoy a holiday musical 
tradition, featuring a wide-ranging 
chamber program by singers of the 
Camerata Baltimore performing 
excerpts from Handel’s “Messiah” 
and Saint-Saëns’ “Christmas Orato-
rio” and other gospel, spirituals and 
classical songs to celebrate Hannu-
kah, Kwanzaa and Christmas, in a 
magical, festive, socially-distanced 
outdoor setting. 
Time: 1 to 2 p.m. and 2:30 to 3:30 
p.m. 
Location: The Rectory, 711 Princess St. 
Information: www.classicalmove-
ments.com/secretgardenconcerts-2

DECEMBER 20-25

WATERSKIING SANTA Enjoy the 
35th year of this Alexandria holiday 
tradition – virtually. The Waterskiing 
Santa will not be live at the waterfront 
this year due to COVID-19. However, 
he will be on screen from Dec. 20 
through Dec. 25.  
Time: 1 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Info: www.waterskiingsanta.com

DECEMBER 31

26TH ANNUAL FIRST NIGHT 
New this year, First Night Alexandria 
brings “A Night of Nostalgia" with a 

drive-in concert experience. Ready 
to get out of the house? Load up 
the car and celebrate the arrival of 
2021 with a VIP drive-in concert 
experience. Sing-along, dance and 
enjoy a night filled with classic hits, 
local food truck favorites and exciting 
giveaways. Or, planning an intimate 
gathering in the comfort of your 
home? Let First Night Alexandria be 
the soundtrack for your party, featur-
ing the same great music as the live 
event, streamed virtually.  
Time: 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Location: 5001 Eisenhower Ave. 
Information: https://firstnightalex-
andria.org

JANUARY 8

“HIDDEN WORLD” ART EXHIB-
IT People everywhere have been af-
fected by an unseen virus that chal-
lenges them to look at their world 
more deeply. From the mysteries of 
the universe to our own backyard, 
the world is rife with surprises. Look 
deeply into the world, emotions or 
imagination and uncover some part 
of the “Hidden World.” This exhibit 
runs from Jan. 8 to 30. 
Time: Thursdays and Fridays noon to 
6 p.m., Saturdays noon to 4 p.m. 
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.
org/exhibits

CALENDAR

EDITOR'S NOTE:
The Times encourages residents to continue to follow Gov. Ralph Northam’s “Safer at Home” guidance, to maintain physical distance from others and to wear masks in public.

703 797 3800  |  HERMITAGENOVA.ORG  |  5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  |  ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311

LET’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

LIVE  ON YOUR OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living 
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the 
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents, 
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to 
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your 
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic 
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you 
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern 
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.
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Let’s Eat 

In these crazy times, the 
name of this Del Ray institu-
tion inspires. “Kaizen” is the 
Japanese word for improve-
ment, or “change for the 
best.” Right now, everyone is 
seeking a change for the best!

More than a motto, the 
new management team and 
chefs are committed to mak-
ing “a change for the best.” 
They are striving to im-
prove every aspect of Kaizen 
Tavern. From patio dining 
to take-out options to glu-
ten-free dishes, the Kaizen 
staff is dedicated to an hon-
est, healthy, safe dining ex-
perience for everyone.

The family friendly, af-
fordable menu offers a se-
lection of sushi, sashimi, 
teriyaki, vegetarian, meat 
and fish dishes. For those 
dining on-site, beer, wine, 
sake and mixed drinks are 
on offer in a modern, cozy 
atmosphere.

Open every day, Kaizen 

Tavern is happy to serve 
customers inside, outside 
or prepare food to go.

Enjoy outdoor patio din-
ing in pleasant weather or 
when the weather is brisk 
– thanks to Kaizen’s tents 
and patio heaters. Or, feel-
ing comfortable and cozy 
at home? Take-out is avail-
able every day as well, and 
then you can savor Kaizen’s 
cuisine from the comfort of 
your own abode.

Let's Eat is advertorial 
content.

Restaurant name: Kaizen
Location: 1909 
Mt. Vernon Ave.
Neighborhood: Del Ray
Year opened: 2013
Type of food: Asian 
fusion, sushi & tacos 
Price: $$
Hours of operation 

(Covid): Daily, take-

out: 4 to 9 p.m.; dine-

in: 4 to 9 p.m.

Contact for info: stacey@

kaizentavern.com

Phone: 703-836-1212

Website: www.

kaizentavern.com

AT A GLANCE

Kaizen Tavern

’Tis the season
While many of the city's traditional holiday events, 
including the Campagna Center's Scottish Christmas Walk 
Parade, have been cancelled this year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Alexandria residents are finding their own ways 
to celebrate the holidays in 2020. Lights and decorations 
have popped up on houses in neighborhoods across the 
city, as residents settle in for a holiday season unlike any 
other. The Art League and Old Town Business Association 
are providng some safe, seasonal fun with an art walk 
featuring holiday-themed lamp posts decorated by local 
artists. Meanwhile, the Del Ray Business Association is 
holding a virtual scavenger hunt across Mount Vernon 
Avenue. Photos on this page are taken by Chelsea West.

COURTESY PHOTO
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To the editor: 
Scarcely three years after the Alex-

andria City Council imposed an annu-
al stormwater utility fee on homeown-
ers, the city now wants to double the 
fee next month.

Mayor Justin Wilson disclosed the 
staff’s proposal in his monthly newsletter. 

Most single-family homeowners 
currently pay $140 a year in stormwa-
ter fees. Under the city’s proposal, that 
would double to $280 a year. The fee was 
otherwise slated to increase to $152.6 in 
2021 and to $263.51 in 2028 under the 
city’s approved 10-year budget. 

The city has already collected $20 
million through the annual fee since 
it began charging property owners in 
June 2018. And the city’s 10-year capi-
tal improvement budget for fiscal 2021 
through 2030 estimates collecting $25.3 
million through the annual stormwater 
fee. If city council approves the staff’s 
proposal to double the stormwater fee, 
the city would collect nearly $170 mil-
lion over the next decade. 

So far, homeowners have accepted the 
stormwater fee as necessary to let the city 
tackle flooding in various neighborhoods.

But, as Katie Waynick pointed out in 
her Dec. 10 Alexandria Times letter to 
the editor, “Stop redirecting stormwater 
fees,” the city has not demonstrated it 
knows how to put the money to good use.

As she wrote, more than $1 out of every 
$5 the city raises from the stormwater fees 
between fiscal 2021 and 2030 has been 
budgeted for salaries and other operating 
costs of the Department of Transporta-
tion and Environmental Services and the 
Department of Project Implementation, 
rather than for flood control.

It has become eminently clear that the 
city cannot be trusted to spend the storm-
water fee responsibly. Instead, to ensure 
fiscal responsibility and accountability of 
the city’s plans for the storm water fee, we 
propose Alexandria follow the blueprint 
of the city of Palo Alto, Calif.

In 2017, Palo Alto faced the possi-
bility of its “storm drainage fee” being 
phased out, limiting its ability to fund 
state-mandated maintenance and im-
provements to its storm water system. 
To address the situation, the city set 
up a blue ribbon panel of residents to 

Our View Opinion

Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

There is no single starting date for Alexandria’s local election 
season, and by local election we mean the June 8 Democratic pri-
mary in this one-party town. Maybe it’s Jan. 1 with the advent of 
the New Year. Maybe it’s March 31, when first quarter fundraising 
reports are due.

Or maybe it’s when a decisive issue is launched that promises 
to bring into focus the choices being made about the direction 
of our city. We think the Duke Street Corridor redesign process, 
which was launched at the Nov. 24 City Council legislative meet-
ing, is such an issue.

By our count there are four large groups of Alexandrians who are 
unhappy with the direction of our city, and while there is overlap 
between membership in these groups, the focus of each is distinct. 
They are:

1) Those upset about environmental decisions;
2) Those upset about repeated “100-year” flooding events;
3) Those upset that Alexandria City Public Schools have not of-

fered any in-person learning thus far in the 2020-21 year – sorry, six 
students for three weeks don’t really count; and

4) Those who believe traffic has worsened and public safety has been 
compromised by the removal of two traffic lanes from Seminary Road.

We think a strong case can be made that the core culprit in each 
instance, the policy thrust that is the primary cause of each problem, 
is the over-densification of Alexandria. Let’s take them one-by-one.

In decision after decision in recent years – from the location 
of the Potomac Yard Metro Station to allowing Karig Estates to 
be built on a virgin stand of trees to the decision to cut down the 
150-year-old “Witness Tree” for a concession stand at T.C. Williams 
High school – precious parts of our city’s eco system have been sac-
rificed on the altar of development.

A strong case can also be made that the real problem causing 
issues at Taylor Run, where a destructive natural channel design 
“restoration” is planned, and these major flooding events is overde-
velopment. Yes, we are dealing with the effects of global warming, 
but cutting down ancient carbon-absorbing trees, filling in wetlands 
and paving over open spaces throughout the city is what in sports is 
called “an unforced error.”

Water that can’t be absorbed rises.
Meanwhile, the reason being given by ACPS for their inability to 

bring back even a small subsection of the student population – per-
haps kindergarten through second grade – for part-time, in-class 
instruction is overcrowding in our city’s schools.

Until the pandemic, ACPS enrollment had been skyrocketing for 
the past decade. According to the Commonwealth Institute, ACPS en-
rollment rose 41% from the 2008-2009 school year to the 2019-2020 
school year. During that time frame, the overall population of Alex-
andria grew by more than 16%, according to U.S. Census Bureau data.

Those extra 22,284 people who moved into Alexandria had chil-
dren – and there’s a direct line from population growth to over-
crowding in ACPS.

Finally, following this major population influx, our city rede-
signed Seminary Road, one of our city’s most crowded main roads, 
and removed two of the four traffic lanes. Pre-pandemic, this re-

The 2021 local  
election is underway

Oversight of stormwater fees needed

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do 
not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

SEE STORMWATER | 24

SEE OUR VIEW | 24
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To the editor: 
In the Dec. 10 Alexandria Times, your story “City’s 

vaccine plans” mentioned the Tuskegee syphilis ex-
periment, which was evil and inhumane. The decep-
tion and treatment of its Black patients was truly 
evil. Its impact on the moral and ethical implications 
of medical research in our society is profound. 

In reality, as human beings we have a moral and 
ethical duty to save and preserve our life and that 
of others.

The development and creation of the COVID-19 
vaccines is nothing remotely like the horrific re-
search done in the Tuskegee study, which only used 
Black people to conduct experiments and research. 

COVID-19 has disproportionately harmed the 
most vulnerable in our nation, including a dispropor-
tionate health care calamity of infections and deaths 
for Black Americans with COVID-19.

Black America has a moral and ethical duty to save 
and preserve our lives and those of others. History 
provides us with profound knowledge. Yet we can’t 
allow it to handcuff our considerations in saving and 
preserving life in this pandemic. 

Black lives matter!
-Greg Thrasher, 
Fenwick Island, 

Delaware 

Vaccines and the  
Tuskegee study

Imagine a scenario: A man has stolen sever-
al firearms during the burglary of an Old Town 
home. In an attempt to sell the guns, thereby 
making some money while simultaneously dis-
posing of tangible evidence linking him to the 
theft, he posts a vague ad on a shady website, 
offering to sell some “high-powered and hard-
to-get items” to the highest bidder. 

Soon, he has received several text message 
responses to the ad. One seems par-
ticularly promising; the buyer offers 
to buy “everything for $5,000,” if the 
seller will confirm the “items” are, in 
reality, handguns.

Our burglar responds to the pro-
spective recipient: “You’re not the 
police, right?” Once the buyer con-
firms he is not law enforcement, the 
seller confirms his wares are guns 
and a rendezvous is scheduled. At the 
meeting, however, the burglar learns he was 
duped; the prospective buyer was, in fact, a de-
tective and he soon finds himself in the local 
jail on burglary and gun-smuggling charges.

In his first call with his lawyer, the thief 
loudly proclaims: “I can beat this charge. The 
police lied to me – it’s entrapment!”

The word “entrapment” is frequently ban-
died about on television crime dramas, but 
my anecdotal review leads me to believe the 
screenwriters do not understand the word. As a 
legal doctrine, entrapment is difficult to estab-
lish, and it is therefore rarely seen as an effec-
tive defense in Virginia. 

First, it may be useful to note what entrap-
ment is not. Police officers may conduct under-
cover operations and utilize informants in an 
effort to investigate crime. In “Stamper v. Com-
monwealth”, the Virginia Supreme Court held: 
“There is nothing improper in the use, by po-
lice, of decoys, undercover agents, and inform-
ers to invite the exposure of willing criminals 
and to present an opportunity to one willing to 
commit a crime.”

Despite it being a trope of television shows, 
there is no legal obligation on an undercover 
detective to identify himself as such whenev-
er asked. It follows that, in our scenario above, 
the simple fact the detective pretended to be 
a nefarious gun buyer and refused to identify 
himself as law enforcement are insufficient to 
constitute entrapment.  

Instead, in Virginia’s approved jury instruc-
tions, entrapment is defined as “the origination 
and planning of an offense by an officer of the 
law and his procurement by one who would not 

have committed it except for the trickery, per-
suasion, or fraud of the officer. Where a person 
intends to commit a crime, the fact that officers 
of the law provided a favorable opportunity for, 
aided, or encouraged the commission of an of-
fense is not entrapment.” In other words, the 
defense of entrapment is not supported where 
the evidence shows the willing acceptance of an 
opportunity created by police.

In the cases in which the defense 
has proposed entrapment as the de-
fense, reviewing courts have focused 
on whether or not the citizen charged 
was “predisposed” to commit the of-
fense. To some extent, determining 
predisposition is left to the collective 
judgment of the jury who has heard 
the evidence, but a review of decided 
cases proves it is difficult to establish 
entrapment.

Take for example the “Stamper” case quoted 
before. In that matter, detectives learned that 
a criminal defense attorney was apparently ac-
cepting narcotics as payment from several drug 
dealers he was representing.

Police used an informer who, while wearing 
a recording device, met with the lawyer and ex-
plicitly suggested the attorney would be paid 
in drugs for his services, a plan to which the 
lawyer readily acceded. The Virginia Supreme 
Court rejected the entrapment defense, noting 
the lawyer was more than happy to go along 
with the proposal and never evinced a single 
moment of reflection or reluctance.

In those cases where the entrapment defense 
was successful, it was often the suspect’s state-
ments of reluctance to participate which carried 
the day. Where a suspect indicates to an under-
cover agent that he does not wish to participate 
and is thereafter subject to police attempts to 
cajole or talk him into participating, courts are 
far more likely to find police entrapment.

Factors considered by the court are the 
strenuousness with which the citizen denies his 
willingness to participate, the frequency with 
which he proclaims it and the quality and quan-
tity of undercover police efforts to get him to 
change his mind.

When this analysis is applied to the firearms 
sale scenario presented at the beginning of the 
article, it is evident that the burglar was predis-
posed to sell his stolen firearms and the entrap-
ment defense would not absolve him.

The writer is Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Alexandria. 

Justice Matters 
with Bryan Porter

What constitutes ‘entrapment?’

BRYAN 
PORTER

To the editor: 
Christmas decorations around Alexandria look 

especially beautiful this year, with so many fami-
lies at home this month. I hope, however, there will 
not be a rush to tear down the decorations until 
well into January.

If Alexandrians are not familiar with the song, 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas,” the holiday begins 
on Dec. 25, the first day of Christmas, taking us to the 
Epiphany on Jan. 6, when the three wise men arrived 
in Bethlehem after those 12 days following the birth 
of Jesus Christ. The four-week period before Dec. 25 
is called Advent, a time of preparation.

While it was understandable to be particularly ex-
cited this autumn and put the Christmas trees and 
lights up even before Advent began, that should not 
be a reason to cut the Christmas celebration short. 
Christmas should properly be celebrated for a few 
weeks starting on Dec. 25.

Please, Alexandria neighbors, leave your Christ-
mas decorations up during the first part of January. 
Let’s remember the reason for the season.

-Kenneth J. Wolfe,
Alexandria

Don’t cut  
Christmas short
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The Civil War helped 
create an American stan-
dard version of Christmas. 
For instance, the cartoons 
of Thomas Nast in Harper’s 
Weekly introduced Ameri-
cans to a new, standardized 
image of Santa Claus. Given 
the upheaval of the war, as 
well as the growing popula-
tion of new arrivals to Amer-
ican shores, our current con-
cept of Christmas owes a lot 
to the prevalence of newspa-
pers and magazines.

Many of those were 
brought to other parts of the 
country by the Union Army. 
In the years following the war, 
the Alexandria Gazette and 
local churches pushed back 
against this commercialized 
version of the holiday.

Instead, they drew atten-

tion to the holiday’s deep 
religious roots and the tra-
ditions of other countries, 
such as Germany with their 
Christmas tree. Part of this 
effort was to highlight not 
just the Christmas holiday, 
but the season of Advent.

A notice in the Nov. 24, 
1870 Gazette gave notice to 
its readers that, “Next Sunday 

is Advent Sunday. The Epis-
copal Clergy in Alexandria…
(will) preach at the Episcopal 
churches in rotation.”

The Nov. 30, 1872 edition 
noted that the upcoming Sun-
day would be the first of four 
Sundays in Advent, “a season 
which from remote times has 
been observed in the Chris-
tian Church as preparatory to 

the great Festival of Christ-
mas.” A similar notice was 
posted Dec. 1, 1875, with the 
addition that the first Sunday 
fell either directly before or 
after St. Andrew’s Day.

The concept of Christmas 
as a purely religious holiday 
fell not only in Alexandria but 
throughout the country. The 
commercial aspects of the holi-
day came to the fore in the ear-
ly part of the 20th century in 
ways we will discuss next week.

To be sure, the commer-
cial has never eradicated the 
religious aspect of the holi-
day. The 1870s emphasis on 
Advent was one attempt to 
ensure that. 
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Do you agree with the city's updated affordable housing policy?

Last Week 
If the FDA approves a COVID-19 vaccine, do you plan to 
 get vaccinated? A) Yes, affordable housing contributions should be made 

mandatory for developers if they want more density.
B) Yes, but I'd like to see the city push developers even more 
for affordable housing contributions.
C) No, I think the update is too restrictive for developers.
D) I don't know.

63% Yes, as soon as possible.
19% Yes, but I will wait a few months.
12% No.
6% I'm not sure.

Advent and Alexandria

sulted in bottlenecks and ris-
ing outrage from residents in 
the area.

It’s difficult to fathom 
that City Council might pur-
sue a similar path on Duke 
Street, and yet it certainly 
appears that the desired out-
come there is a dedicated bus 
lane. This appears to be im-
possible without sacrificing 
at least one traffic lane on 
Alexandria’s busiest road.

The direction of the Duke 
Street Corridor redesign will 
be determined by the next 
council and mayor. The local 
election is in June. The open-
ing salvo has been fired.

determine if a fee increase 
was merited. 

The panel proposed two 
components for the fee: a 
base fee to cover ongoing 
engineering, maintenance 
and water quality protection, 
and a “project and infra-
structure” fee to cover one-
time expenses for capital 
improvements, which would 
sunset after 15 years, leaving 
the base fee in place, unless 
residents agreed to renew it.

Other safeguards to en-
sure fiscal responsibility 
and accountability included 
caps on annual fee increases 
limited to increases in local 

inflation and a detailed de-
scription of the capital im-
provement projects, includ-
ing the cost of each project, 
that the city would fund 
with the stormwater fee over 
the following 15 years. 

The city also agreed to 
explain how much the storm-
water fees would increase 
for the typical homeowner 
over the period and provide 
a breakdown of how much of 
the fee over the period would 
come from single-family 
residences compared with 
multifamily residential, com-
mercial, industrial and city-
owned properties.

Finally, the Palo Alto city 
council appointed an over-

sight committee to ensure 
that the money raised from 
the fee would be spent in the 
manner in which it was in-
tended.

Instead of ramming 
through a huge stormwater 
fee increase without giving 
residents time to weigh in, 
we urge City Council to set 
up a similar citizens pan-
el. Alexandria homeowners 
must have a say in deter-
mining if an increase in the 
stormwater fees is neces-
sary, and if so, how the fees 
should be spent.

-Vineeta Anand, George 
Demetriades, Eric Graves, 

Leslie Hagan, Linda Holland, 
Barbara Mancini, Alexandria 

OUR VIEW FROM | 22 STORMWATER FROM | 22

FILE PHOTO
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Weekly Words

INSIDE INFORMATION by Victor Barocas edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
LEONARD JACKSON (86), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 7, 2020

JAMES E. JEWELL (88), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 10, 2020

LAWRENCE J. KELLY (86), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 7, 2020

JAMES P. MCPHERSON (95), of Alexandria, Dec. 8, 2020

LEONARD MURRAY (91), of Alexandria, Dec. 12, 2020

TERESA NICHOLSON (57), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 10, 2020

WADE OTEY (65), of Alexandria, Dec. 2, 2020

MARY S. RICH (72), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 8, 2020.

DOROTHY B. WHITFIELD (95), of Alexandria, Dec. 7, 2020

ACROSS
1. Sewn edge
4. Poet in the (23-Across's "middle" 

term)
8. Country in the (113-Across's 

"middle" term)
12. Bone in the (93-Across's "mid-

dle" term)
17. Japanese city near Kobe
20. Foul smell
21. "I do too"
22. Craving attention
23. Spring cleaning event (note this 

answer's middle four letters)
25. Irritated state
26. Radio component
27. Keep up
28. Infuriates
30. Make chuckle
31. Equestrian's strap
32. Not merely treat
33. Some undergarments
34. Genre influenced by punk
36. Be constantly reminded about 

(... middle five letters)
44. Cleveland hoopsters, for short
46. Singer DiFranco
47. Commits a major offense?
48. Org. whose logo contains a 

flower
49. Frozen treat brand
50. Added to the recipient list

51. That, in Santiago
52. Send forth
53. Hamburger now in the United 

States? (... middle four 
letters)

59. Canonized person
60. Twisted dramatic device
61. Eldest Musketeer
62. Grand ___ Dam
63. Earth Day mo.
66. Giants great Mel
67. Alternative to Outlook
68. Came out on top
69. Like an unmatched sock
70. Commend
72. Animal known for its dark fur
73. Goldsmith's measure
75. River of Orleans
76. Typos and the like (... middle 

six letters)
81. Possesses
82. One of 2,297 for Hank Aaron 

(Abbr.)
84. Collectible '90s disks
85. Quail imitator in Beethoven's 

"Symphony No. 6"
86. Fairy queen
87. The 'rents, perhaps
91. Hole puncher
92. Opposite of "feral"
93. Grief (... middle three letters)
98. Guide for Dora the Explorer
99. Watered-down

100. Plane or pliers
101. Olympian queen
103. Fire engine feature
105. SOS product
108. "Sicario" star del Toro
111. Birds on Minnesota state 

quarters
112. Church section
113. Stop equivocating (... middle 

four letters)
115. Chick with big eyes
116. ___ sorry for
117. Lake by Lake Ontario
118. Causing the creeps
119. Emerson's (53-Across's "mid-

dle" term)
120. Tree creatures in (36-Across's 

"middle" term)
121. Use your thumb and 

(76-Across's "middle" term)
122. PSAT co.

DOWN
1. Razorbacks, for example
2. Jacob's brother
3. Vehicle that stops in a red zone?
4. Officer under a cap'n
5. Mouthwash bottle org.
6. Part for a player
7. Soak
8. "Insecure" actress
9. Yosemite employees
10. French for "friend"

11. Earns in the end
12. Brightest star of Scorpius
13. Alfred E. ___
14. Disarmingly beautiful statue?
15. Mid-month date
16. Harp ancestor
18. Duchess Middleton
19. For a second time
24. A, to Angela Merkel
29. Felt remorse
33. O'Rourke from Texas
34. Vaping device
35,. Nutmeg relative
37. Uninhabited
38. Word after "public" or "mortal"
39. Take the bus, say
40. Chilly temps
41. Great MLB hits
42. Said what one thought
43. Like a biblical calf
45. Big rig
50. $100 bill, in old slang
52. ___ de cologne
54. Came up
55. Macho man in movies
56. Author Calvino
57. Part of CEO
58. ISP that Verizon purchased
59. Echolocation system
62. Granny Smith centers
63. Self-composure
64. Hawkish
65. Colorful sushi option

67. Needle-nosed fish
68. Shake back and forth
71. Form W-9 org.
72. Backbone
73. Been aware of
74. Moderate pace
77. Apple tablet
78. Much-debated insurance 

program, familiarly
79. Tomato type
80. Flow gradually
82. Order by preference
83. Word from Scrooge
87. Has it in mind
88. Statistician's material
89. Gets moving?
90. Resting on
94. Wailed loudly
95. Delights
96. Kind of butter in cosmetics
97. Be aware of
102. Sacred ceremony
103. How downloads always seem
104. Hawkeye State
105. Heist target
106. "I'm an ___ book"
107. "Crud!"
108. Oven sound
109. Not eliminated
110. Poems of praise
114. Optima automaker
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WANTED TO BUY
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114.Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-313-9671 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

CUSTODY CASE
LEGAL NOTICE

Please take notice that a 
custody case is pending and 
scheduled for adjudication on 
January 06, 2021 at 10 am 
in the Alexandria Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court, 
the assigned case number is 
JJ037521-01-00 and involving 
petitioner Thanya Kiara Osorio 
Bravo (DOB 03/26/1989) 
with the minor Kendra Garcia 
Osorio (DOB 06/04/2018) and 
respondent Thomas Lee Garcia 
(09/05/1988). Please appear 
to be heard.

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
 Monday, January 11,  

2021 - 7:00 PM

Information about this item may 
be obtained from the Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning,
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alex-
andria, Virginia 22314, telephone: 
703.746.4666 or on the City’s web-
site at alexandriava.gov/dockets.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the January 11, 2021 
meeting of the Board of Zoning 
Appeals is being held electronically 
pursuant to Virginia Code Section 
2.2-3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted 
by the City Council on June 20, 
2020 or Section 4-0.01(g) in HB29 
and HB30, enacted by the 2020 
Virginia General Assembly (Vir-
ginia Acts of Assembly Ch. 1283 
and 1289), to undertake essential 
business. All of the members of the 
Board and staff are participating 
from remote locations through 
Zoom Webinar. This meeting is 
being held electronically, unless 
a determination is made that it is 
safe enough to be held in person 

in the City Council Chamber at 
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA. 
Electronic access will be provided 
in either event. The meeting can 
be accessed by the public through 
the live broadcast on the govern-
ment channel 70, streaming on the 
City's website, and can be accessed 
via Zoom by the following link:

https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_LBF2RXh-
6QMquPfN_jtxfKg

*** The Webinar will open at 
6:30 PM to allow individuals to 
join while the Board of Zoning 
Appeals hearing will begin at 
approximately 7:00 PM. ***

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 975 6400 8545
Password: 515330

Public comments will be re-
ceived at the meeting. The public 
may submit comments in
advance to Kaliah Lewis at 
kaliah.lewis@alexandriava.gov 
or make public comments
through the conference call 
on the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

BZA #2020-00021
314 Commerce Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of Variances to construct a roof 
deck and trellis in the required 
side and rear yards and a reduction 
of required open space; zoned: 
CD/Commercial Downtown.
Applicants: John and Emily Galer, 
represented by Rachel DeBaun

BZA #2020-00023
113 South Saint Asaph Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for variances from the 
required side and rear yards, lot 
size and frontage and maximum 
dwelling units per acre to convert 
an existing commercial building 
to a multi-family dwelling; zoned: 
CD/Commercial Downtown.
Applicant: Zachary Burson Cotter

BZA #2020-00026
100 Cedar Street
Public Hearing and consider-

ation of a request for a Special 
Exception to construct dor-
mer in the required side yard; 
zoned: R-5/Single-Family.
Applicants: Sarah Dufen-
dach and Alan Kadrofske

BZA #2020-00030
108 Gibbon Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a Variance to construct a dormer 
in the required side and rear 
yards and increase the building 
height; zoned: RM/Townhouse.
Applicants: Benedict and 
Carol Capuco, represented 
by Stephen W. Kulinski

Election of Board of Officers for 
Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
JANUARY 2021

TThe items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered sepa-
rately. The Planning Commission 
reserves the right to recess and 
continue the public hearing to 
a future date. For further infor-
mation, call the Department of 
Planning & Zoning at 703.746.4666 
or visit alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLAN-
NING COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2021
PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 PM 

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 2021
PUBLIC HEARING – 9:30 AM

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the January 5, 2021 
meeting of the Planning Com-
mission and the January 23, 2021 
meeting of the City Council are 
being held electronically pursuant 

to Virginia Code Section 2.2-
3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
or Section 4-0.01(g) in HB29 and 
HB30, enacted by the 2020 Virgin-
ia General Assembly (Virginia Acts 
of Assembly Ch. 1283 and 1289), to 
undertake essential business. All of 
the members of the respective pub-
lic bodies and staff are participat-
ing from remote locations through 
Zoom Webinar. These meetings 
are being held electronically, unless 
a determination is made that it is 
safe enough for the meetings to be 
held in person in the City Council 
Chamber at 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA. Electronic access 
will be provided in either event. 
The meetings can be accessed by 
the public through: Zoom hyper-
link (below), broadcasted live on 
the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website. 

Planning Commis-
sion Public Hearing:
The Webinar will open at 6:30 
PM to allow individuals to 
join while the Planning Com-
mission hearing will begin at 
approximately 7:00 PM.

URL: https://zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_hKE1Lb-
FQQDOesWOYs1i8Kg
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 929 0455 9682
Password: 022300
 
City Council Public Hearing:
URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_SN-RVTIs-
QdSeF7Y05erFJQ
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 993 4403 9768
Password: 664124
 
Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Planning & Zoning staff at 
PlanComm@alexandriava.gov for 
the Planning Commission hearing, 
to the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@
alexandriava.gov for the City 
Council hearing, or make public 
comments through the conference 

call on the day of either hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation for the Planning Com-
mission hearing, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 
711. For reasonable disability ac-
commodation for the City Council 
hearing, please call the City Clerk 
and Clerk of Council's Office at 
703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 838-
5056). We request that you provide 
a 48-hour notice so that the proper 
arrangements may be made.

In accordance with Virginia 
State Code Section 15.2-2006, 
the following is the first publi-
cation of notice of a request for a 
Vacation of public right-of-way.
 
Development Site Plan 
#2020-00031** 
Subdivision #2020-00007**  
Vacation #2020-00005  
2412, 2514, and 2610 Richmond 
Highway, 2500 Oakville Street, 
400 Fannon Street, 400 Calvert 
Avenue, 300, 403, 405, and 420 
Swann Avenue - Oakville Tri-
angle Infrastructure Plan  
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests for (A) a Development 
Site Plan with Subdivision for the 
construction of sitewide infrastruc-
ture for Oakville Triangle and to 
subdivide the parcels for each block; 
and (B) a Vacation of a portion of 
Public Right of Way on Oakville 
Street; zoned: CDD #24/Coordi-
nated Development District #24  
Applicant: Stonebridge As-
sociates Inc., represented by 
Duncan W. Blair, attorney 
 
** Please note: Development Site 
Plan #2020-00031 and Subdivision 
#2020-00007 will be heard by the 
Planning Commission only and by 
the City Council only upon appeal.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A  

PUBLIC HEARING

The Board of Architectural Review 
(BAR) will hold an Electronic Pub-
lic Hearing on WEDNESDAY, Jan-
uary 6, 2021 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Classifieds
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POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-0001

Daniel (Dan) James McK-
ay, 63, was tragically killed in 
a hit-and-run crash at about 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday No-
vember 25, 2020 while cross-
ing Backlick Road near Edsall 
Road in Springfield, Virginia. 

Dan was an independent 
SAP senior solution manag-
er and basis consultant and 
a resident of Springfield, 
Virginia.  Dan was born on 
April 28, 1957 in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

He is survived by his sib-
lings Patrice McCarthy, Paul 
(Deborah, nee Hamburg) 
McKay, Maureen McKay and 
Marigrace McKay. He was a 
loving uncle to Alex McCar-
thy, Audra McKay, and Lauren 
and Conner Paight. Dan was 
a dear cousin of many and a 
good-hearted friend to count-
less people across the coun-
try. Dan was predeceased by 
his parents Ruth and James 
McKay and by his brother-in-
law Joseph McCarthy. 

Prior to software con-
sulting, Dan was a comput-
er network engineer for 25 
years for information tech-
nology giants such as Com-
paq Computer Corporation 
and often involving federal 
contracts. He contributed 
to Compaq’s technical team 
efforts which earned the 
company the SAP Award 
of Excellence. Early in his 
career Dan was the creator 
and publisher of Octane 
Week the reformulated gas-
oline industry magazine. 

Dan earned his B.A. in 
Journalism from Pennsylva-
nia State University in 1981 
and was actively involved 
as a reporter with the Dai-

ly Collegian. He was a 1975 
graduate of North Hills High 
School and a trumpeter in the 
award-winning symphony 
and marching bands under 
conductor Warren Mercer. 

Dan was a contributing 
arts critic and writer for the 
Alexandria Arts Council, DC 
Digest.com, and for Anders 
Lundegard the renowned 
Swedish classical and jazz 
saxophonist (theswedish-
jazz.com). He was a passion-
ate and deeply knowledge-
able fan of all music genres 
especially jazz. 

Dan remained a diehard 
Steeler Nation member re-
gardless of where he lived.  He 
was a serious Penguins hock-
ey fan from their early days at 
the Civic Arena through mul-
tiple Stanley Cups. 

Dan’s charm, wit, intel-
lect and kind spirit defined 
him. His friends and family 
will remember Dan’s beam-
ing smile and unflappable 
joie de vivre. Characteristi-
cally, his email signoff was 
jazz musician Wayne Short-
er’s quote, “Play what you 
wish the world would be!” 

Please consider a dona-
tion to the American Can-
cer Society. A celebration 
of Dan’s life will be held in 
2021 pending COVID-19 
precautions. Condolences 
can be shared at Post-Ga-
zette.com or on Facebook. 

Police are encouraging 
anyone with information 
about the crash to call the 
Crash Reconstruction Unit 
at 703-280-0543. Please 
come forward and help solve 
this heartbreaking tragedy. 
Thank you.

Mary Rich, 72 of Rix-
eyville, Virginia, formerly of 
Nokesville, Virginia passed 
away on Tuesday, Dec. 8, 
2020 in her home after a long 
courageous 11-year battle 
with leukemia. Mary was 
born in Alexandria, Virginia 
on August 7, 1948 to the late 
John W. and Mary S. Sullivan.

Mary is survived by her 
husband of 51 years, Philip 
Rich; three children Mon-
ica Lawrence, Nancy Qura 
and husband Jack Qura, John 
Rich and wife Leslie Russell; 
and 6 grandchildren, Jessica, 
Madison, Savannah, Sofiya, 
Eric and Aimee.

Mary worked for the 
Prince William County Pub-
lic Schools system for many 
years as a substitute teacher 
and secretary at Nokesville 
Elementary School before 
retiring in 2008. Mary will 
be remembered for her dedi-
cation to helping others and 
her love for children. She 
took great pride in her work.

The family will receive 
family and friends on Wednes-

day, Dec. 16, 2020 from noon 
to 12:30 p.m. at the Clore-En-
glish Funeral Home located at 
11190 James Monroe Highway 
Culpeper, Virginia 22701.

A graveside service will be 
held on Wednesday, Dec. 16, 
2020 at 1:00 p.m. at Culpeper 
National Cemetery (New Sec-
tion) located at 501 E. Chandler 
St. Culpeper, Virginia 22701.

In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily is asking for donations to 
be made to the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society by visit-
ing www.lls.org/ways-to-give 
or calling 1-888-557-7177.

Daniel James McKayMary S. Rich
OBITUARIES

1948 – 2020

COURTESY PHOTO

to review the following item(s):

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the January 6, 2021 
meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2 3708.2(A)(3), 
the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on June 20, 2020 or Sec-
tions 4-0.01(g) in HB29 and HB30, 
enacted by the 2020 Virginia 
General Assembly (Virginia Acts 
of Assembly Ch. 1283 and 1289), 
to undertake essential business. 
BAR board members and staff are 
participating from remote loca-
tions through Zoom Webinar. This 
meeting is being held electron-
ically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meeting to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meeting can be accessed 
by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_YFP28NN-
PRsq65CdOkCqZNw 

*The Board of Architectural Re-
view Hearing will start at 7:00 p.m., 
while the Zoom Webinar will be-
come available to join at 6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 940 5144 8037
Password: 560241

Public comments will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Lia Niebauer at lia.niebauer@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments through the conference 
call on the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2020-00553 PG

Request to install small cell facility 
on a utility pole on public property 
adjacent to 215 North Patrick Street.
Applicant: Cellco Partner-
ship dba Verizon Wireless

BAR #2020-00588 OHAD
Request for alterations 
at 815 King Street.
Applicant: Old Town #1 LLC

BAR #2020-00534 OHAD
Request for partial demoli-
tion/ encapsulation at 323 
South Washington Street.
Applicant: GSSI - Jose Blanco

BAR #2020-00528 OHAD
Request for alterations at 323 

South Washington Street.
Applicant: GSSI - Jose Blanco

BAR #2020-00412 PG
Request for new construc-
tion at 1415 Princess Street.
Applicant: Deyi Awadallah

BAR #2020-00396 PG
Request for new construc-
tion at 1413 Princess Street.
Applicant: Deyi Awadallah

Review updated window re-
placement and roof policies. 

Old and Historic Alexan-
dria District (OHAD); Park-
er – Gray District (PG) 
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Lisa Groover
MY DOOR IS ALWAYS OPEN

2020

As 2020 draws to a close, I wanted to thank my fabulous clients, friends and neighbors for your business and support throughout the year.  
I am extremely grateful for the trust you placed in me to help you buy or sell your home, and for your thoughtful referrals to others who are 

interested in the real estate market in Northern Virginia. It has been my pleasure to be of service.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU AND YOURS!

212 S ROYAL ST 401 S HENRY ST 1107 WILKES ST 421 S PAYNE ST 707 ROSE SQUARE


