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A shot of hope

Stakeholders  
discuss Landmark  
redevelopment

Goodwin House 
Alexandria and  
Inova receive initial 
dose of COVID-19 

vaccine
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Walking into 
Goodwin House’s 
event room on Dec. 
29, certified nursing 
assistant Momah 

Wolapaye was met 
with cheers, applause and shouts of joy. 
He was not receiving an award, but he 
may as well have been: Wolapaye was the 
first of Goodwin House’s staff to receive 
Pfizer-BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine.

Residents and staff at Goodwin House 
Alexandria, an elder care facility that 
provides independent and assisted living 

and nursing home care, were among the 
first in the city to receive the initial dose 
of the vaccine last week.

All told, Goodwin House, in partner-
ship with CVS, was able to vaccinate 378 
staff and residents in its nursing home and 
assisted living levels of care on Dec. 29. 
Vaccinations actually began even sooner 
at Inova Alexandria Hospital, with first 
doses administered to staff on Dec. 18.

For Josh Bagley, administrator of 
Goodwin House Alexandria’s nursing 
home level care, the Health Care Center, 
more residents and staff were vaccinated 
than he had anticipated.

“It was a really big success. We had a 
long wait list, and our entire wait list was 
able to get vaccinated,” Bagley said.

The energy in the room on Dec. 29 was 

Questions posed about 
tax liability, number of 
hospital rooms, project 
amenities
BY DENISE DUNBAR

The overarching vision and 
a rough timeline for the rede-
velopment of Landmark Mall 
were discussed Monday night 
during the first community 
engagement session since the 
deal between three developers, 
Inova Alexandria Hospital and 
the City of Alexandria was an-

nounced on Dec. 22.
Seven key players in the 

planned move of Alexandria 
Inova Hospital from its Semi-
nary Road location to the city’s 
far West End tag-teamed the 
one-and-a-half-hour session.

The lead developer on the 
project is Potomac, Mary-
land-based Foulger-Pratt, 
whose managing partners, 
Chief Executive Officer Cam-
eron Pratt and Chief Operat-
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Momah Wolapaye, a certified nursing assistant at Goodwin House Alexandria, was the first to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine at the long-term care facility.
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Pets
Monitoring a dog's person-

ality changes over time.
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Crime
Police investigate string of 

shots fired incidents.
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INSIDE

COURTESY RENDERING
Concept drawing of the Landmark redevelopment. The proposed new 
Inova Alexandria Hospital, with two in-patient towers, is in blue.
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Guiding you home 
in the New Year.
This past year has been one full of learnings and challenges. At 

Compass Alexandria, we’re looking forward to a new year full of joy 

and prosperity. As always, if you are thinking of making a move in 

2021, don’t hesitate to reach out to one of our Alexandria Experts.

The Goodhart Group 
thegoodhartgroup@compass.com 

Homes of Alexandria Team 
homesofalexandriateam@compass.com 

The Rivkin Group 
therivkingroup@compass.com 

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com
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Police investi-
gate shots fired  
incidents

Offer made on River Farm

The Alexandria Police 
Department is investigating 
a series of three shots fired 
incidents that occurred be-
tween Dec. 28 and Jan. 4.

The first in this most re-
cent string of incidents took 
place at the intersection of 
N. Henry and Montgomery 
streets just after 5:30 p.m. 
on Dec. 28, according to APD 
Public Information Officer 
Amanda Paga. Police dis-
covered shell casings at the 
scene, and although no inju-
ries were reported, there was 
confirmed property damage.

On Jan. 1, a second shots 
fired incident was reported 
in the 1400 block of Jamie-

son Ave. just before 2 a.m. 
Officers also found shell 
casings, and, like in the first 
incident, no injuries were re-
ported but property damage 
was sustained in the area, 
according to Paga.

The third incident took 
place around 4 p.m. on Jan. 4 
in the 5700 block of Dunster 
Court, Paga said in an email. 
Shell casings were discov-
ered, but no injuries or prop-
erty damage occurred.

All three cases remain 
under investigation, and 
those with information are 
encouraged to contact Sgt. 
Taylor at 703-746-6271.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Local nonprofit Northern 
Virginia Conservation Trust 
and regional parks organiza-
tion NOVA Parks jointly sub-
mitted an offer to purchase 
the historic River Farm prop-
erty on Monday.

The offer submitted by 
NVCT and NOVA Parks pro-
poses paying a “fair market 
value” for the property over 
the course of a few years with 
interest, Alan Rowsome, exec-
utive director of NVCT, said.

“We hope, and we think, 
that it’s attractive in the sense 
that you know that you’re go-
ing to have a steady stream 
of income related to the pur-
chase of this property for 
three, four, five years down 
the road,” Rowsome said.

The American Horticul-
tural Society, which current-
ly owns the property, placed 
the 27-acre estate at 7931 E. 

Boulevard Drive on the open 
real estate market on Nov. 13, 
listing it at $32.9 million and 
citing the financial challenges 
of upkeep as the reason for the 
sale. In December, AHS an-
nounced it would be accepting 
offers on the property until 
Jan. 4. Around the same time 
NVCT kickstarted its Save 
River Farm campaign with the 
goal of raising $1 million to 
present a viable public offer. 

The offer submitted on 
Monday provides flexibility on 
who the owner, or owners, can 
be if AHS accepts the bid, how-
ever Rowsome specifically cited 
NVCT, NOVA Parks and Fair-
fax County as the most likely 
options. Considering AHS has 
cited the financial drain of 
managing the property as its 
primary motivation for selling 

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
River Farm.

703 797 3800  |  HERMITAGENOVA.ORG  |  5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  |  ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311

LET’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

LIVE  ON YOUR OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living 
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the 
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents, 
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to 
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your 
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic 
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you 
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern 
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.

CRIME

SEE RIVER FARM | 4
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Sweet, 2-year-old hound Sammy has a lot of moving to do!  He 
may only have three legs, but  it doesn’t slow him down, in fact,  it 

makes him even speedier, which is all the better for chasing a ball.  

Sammy loves everyone he meets, including new canine friends, 
and he’d love a new home for the new year; a home with lots of 

chances to play.

 If you’re interested in  scheduling time to meet him virtually or 
in-person,

visit AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment .

THANK YOU

~Welcome 2021!~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Because everybody  
needs a home.”

TF artists featured in Florida exhibitWest End vehicle  
crash leaves pedestrian 
seriously injured

The work of two artists at 
the Torpedo Factory Art Cen-
ter, Ruth Gowell and Alison 
Sigethy, will be featured in an 
upcoming exhibition at the 
Imagine Museum in St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida, according to 
a news release.

OpART/Glass is the most 
recent exhibit at the Imag-
ine Museum, which has been 
recognized as one of the 
country’s top glass museums, 
and will feature Gowell and 
Sigethy’s work, in addition to 
work from more than 40 art-
ists representing seven coun-
tries, according to the release.

Travelling to St. Peters-
burg is not an option for many 
people during the pandemic, 

but Gowell’s glasswork can be 
seen in studio six at the Tor-
pedo Factory, while Sigethy’s 

work can be found at studio 
335.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

A multiple vehicle crash 
in the 200 block of S. Van 
Dorn St. on Monday left 
one pedestrian with seri-
ous injuries, according to a 
news release.

Police responded to a 
report of a multi-vehicle 
pileup on Monday after-
noon and announced on 
Twitter that a pedestrian 
had been struck. At 4:13 
p.m., the Alexandria Police 

Department announced on 
Twitter that the pedestrian 
had been struck in a park-
ing lot on South Van Dorn 
St., resulting in “a serious 
but not life-threatening 
injury.”

The driver of the vehi-
cle that struck the pedes-
trian was arrested for driv-
ing under the influence, 
according to APD.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

River Farm, the offer also pro-
poses a way of transitioning 
management duties away from 
AHS as soon as April.

“One of the public sec-
tor entities, NOVA Parks 
or Fairfax [County], would 
be willing to take over on-
site property management 
of River Farm on April 1 of 
this year, meaning AHS now 

has an opportunity, if they 
accept this offer, to be out 
from under River Farm and 
its management costs by 
April 1,” Rowsome said.

In case AHS desires fund-
ing sooner rather than later, 
NVCT and NOVA Parks also 
have included in the offer 
plans for a conservation ease-
ment which “likely would 
bring several million dollars’ 
worth of funds to AHS very 

quickly,” Rowsome said. 
Although the communi-

ty’s support of the Save Riv-
er Farm campaign has been 
significant, Rowsome said 
that NVCT needs to con-
tinue raising funds – about 
$50,000 to $75,000 – in order 
to meet its April 1 goal. 

Donations to the Save River 
Farm campaign can be made at 
www.saveriverfarm.com.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
"Optical Curve" by Ruth Gowell. 

RIVER FARM FROM | 3
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Always Alexandria
If you're looking to remodel a kitchen, add a bathroom, finish 
a basement, or build an addition, our proprietary CaseStudy‰

process delivers all of the information you need to make the 
best decisions for your own unique project. We'll virtually 
collaborate on ideas, develop three unique design options - 
with your dream design virtually rendered in 3D - and include 
budgeting information and timelines. Visit CaseDesign.com
to set a virtual appointment or to learn more. 

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Alexandria Design  
Studio Now Open
We’re thrilled to open our 4th design studio
at the corner of Washington and King.
Because during these times,
home is more important than ever. 
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palpable. Every staff mem-
ber who entered the room 
was met with a fresh round 
of applause from those help-
ing oversee the clinic. Even 
though the staff members 
were wearing masks, their 
smiles were so wide they 
poked through, lighting up 
their eyes even as they re-
ceived the shot.

Goodwin House has a sec-
ond vaccine clinic date set for 
Jan. 19. The Pfizer vaccine re-
quires a follow-up dose three 
to four weeks after the first 
one, so residents and staff 
who received the initial dose 
on Dec. 29 can receive the 
second dose of the vaccine at 
the January clinic. Staff who 
work in the Health Care Cen-
ter or assisted living who did 
not receive the vaccine on 
Dec. 29 will be able to receive 
the first dose on Jan. 19.

Following guidelines 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and 
the Virginia Department of 
Health, Goodwin House pri-
oritized residents and staff 
in the Health Care Center’s 
nursing home level care for 
the initial dose.

When Bagley and oth-
er administrative staff at 

Goodwin House Alexandria 
heard they would be receiv-
ing the vaccine, they had to 
request a specific number of 
doses. They chose to ask for 
240 doses, the total number 
of staff and residents in the 
Health Care Center, even be-
fore receiving consent forms.

 They also, optimistically, 
provided another set of num-
bers for all the assisted liv-
ing residents and staff, with 
no expectation of receiving 
enough doses to vaccinate 
them as well, Bagley said.

Fortunately for Good-
win House Alexandria, CVS 
workers were able to bring 
additional doses that had 
not been used at another 
clinic. The additional dos-
es allowed CVS to vaccinate 
every nursing home resident 
and every nursing home 
staff member who consent-
ed, in addition to every as-
sisted living resident.

CVS workers stayed until 
9:30 p.m. to ensure every vial 
they had was put to good use.

Whether they were a 
Goodwin House resident, 
nurse or maintenance worker, 
those who were able to receive 
the vaccine expressed a sense 
of relief after a tough year.

Due to their age, the res-
idents at Goodwin House 

and the city’s other long-
term care facilities have been 
among the most vulnerable 
during the pandemic. Sixty 
of Alexandria’s 88 COVID-19 
deaths to date have been peo-
ple age 70 and older, though 
not all were necessarily resi-
dents of LTCFs.

Because the risk of a se-
vere COVID-19 case increas-
es with age, LTCFs imple-
mented tight restrictions 
around residents interacting 
with other people, even fam-
ily members. This has left 
many residents feeling alone 
and eager to reconnect.

“At times we’ve had to 
cancel visitation because 
we had staff members that 
tested positive and were as-
ymptomatic,” Bagley said. 
“It’s just a relief to know that 
some normal pieces of life 
will be able to come back for 
our residents who have been 
separated from their normal 
lives for so long.”

“It was kind of difficult 
for some of us to be isolat-
ed, but as long as they kept 
us well, what more could we 
ask?” Ruth Deardorff, a resi-
dent at Goodwin House said.

For staff who have to in-
teract with both residents 

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Planning to spruce up your home’s 
interior this year or next?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
 10% off if the work is performed 

between December 2020 and March 2021. 

maidservicesinc.com

Cell and Text:  
703 629-9977

 Office:
703-560-6243

Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.

• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Bruce Elton
Owner

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
CVS has partnered with Goodwin House Alexandria and other long-term care facilities to administer 
the COVID-19 vaccine.

Subscribe to 
Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get 
your news delivered 
to your email 
Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-
e-edition

Want to get 
your news 

a day before 
everyone else?

VACCINE FROM | 1

SEE VACCINE | 7
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and their own families, the 
vaccine brought additional 
peace of mind.

“I feel a little relieved be-
cause it has been very chal-
lenging for me,” Zainab Ka-
mara, a nurse supervisor at 
Goodwin House who helped 
administer the vaccine to 
residents, said. 

“In the beginning of this, 
I was very serious. I have to 
be very honest: I was scared,” 
Kamara continued. “But with 

time, I took the fear off my 
shoulder and [reminded] my-
self that this is a challenge I 
have to face regardless of any-
thing because of the position I 
am in. I have to face this chal-
lenge. Gradually, I overcame 
the fear, so I’m very excited 
just to feel safe among my 
coworkers, among the elderly 
I’m working with, among my 
family and friends.”

Leading up to Dec. 29, the 
residents at Goodwin House 
were buzzing with excite-
ment, according to Jackie Bar-

barito, assisted living admin-
istrator at Goodwin House. 
As Barbarito went from room 
to room asking residents 
whether they wanted to sign 
the vaccine consent form, she 
couldn’t get the form out fast 
enough for most people.

“There was no hesita-

tion,” Barbarito said. “I think 
they’re eager to get back to 
the normal. They’re tired of 
isolation and are ready to en-
gage in activities.”

For residents who suffer 
from dementia or were oth-
erwise unable to consent for 
themselves, the decision fell 

to their family members, 
most of whom just as ea-
gerly signed the form. The 
pandemic been especially 
hard on those with dementia, 
more so than most other res-
idents, Barbarito said.

At Silverado our focus is on  
our resident quality of LIFE  
providing personalized  
engagement programs in  
an open and thriving  
atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with  Memory Loss

Real People
Really Living

Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
A Goodwin House Alexandria staff member happily receives the vaccine on Dec. 29.

COURTESY PHOTO
Inova Alexandria Hospital also vaccinated many of its staff in De-
cember, including frontline medical workers and those who work in 
the supply chain.

VACCINE FROM | 6
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ing Officer Brigg Bunker, 
kicked off the session. Jon-
athan Rak, a partner at the 
law firm McGuireWoods, 
moderated the virtual in-
formation session.

Pratt emphasized both 
his and his firm’s local ties 
as key differences in why 

the long-rumored redevel-
opment of the Landmark 
site came to fruition when it 
came up short several times 
over the last decade. 

“About a year ago, How-
ard Hughes [Corporation] 
and Seritage [Growth Prop-
erties] realized that some-
thing needed to change,” 
Pratt said. “They reached out 

to gauge our interest and our 
thoughts.”

In addition to Foulg-
er-Pratt’s involvement in nu-
merous projects of the type 
envisioned for Landmark, 
Pratt has a personal connec-
tion to the mall, he said. When 
he was younger, Pratt worked 
as a construction laborer there 
during a previous remodel.

Redevelopment of Land-
mark Mall, which had been 
rumored to be a possible des-
tination for Inova Alexan-
dria for the past three years, 
has long proved a challenge. 
With an out-of-town owner 
in the Howard Hughes Cor-
poration and an out-of-town 
real estate investment trust 
company, Seritage Growth 
Properties, involved, along-
side a not-for-profit hospi-
tal and a municipal govern-
ment, the result was a very 
complex effort.

“There was a reason this 
project has been delayed for 
many years,” Pratt said. “It’s 
complicated. There are mov-
ing pieces in the project that 
are the reason why it’s com-
plicated. This time it’s dif-
ferent and we are here to tell 
you why.”

Pratt cited Inova’s deci-
sion to move their hospital 
to the Landmark location as 
the key reason for progress 
on the site’s redevelopment.

“Inova is making a huge 
commitment to this site and 
to the city of Alexandria. 
It’s why this time is differ-
ent,” Pratt said. “What In-
ova brings to the project is 

jobs, economic vitality and 
demand.” 

Pratt also lauded the 
commitment of the City of 
Alexandria, and the involve-
ment of his firm as differ-
ence-makers in getting the 
agreement to proceed.

Inova’s desire to “raise 
the bar” with their facilities 
was a catalyst for the move, 
according to President and 
CEO of Inova Health Systems 
Dr. J. Stephen Jones.

“When I came to Inova 
three years ago, I was told 
Inova Alexandria was an 
old hospital and would need 
to be replaced,” Jones said. 
“These new facilities will be 
built with flexibilities. We 
will be able to meet the needs 
decades into the future.”

Tom McDuffie, president 
of Inova Realty, said the 
new hospital complex will 
consist of two seven-story 
in-patient towers, a cancer 
center and a medical office 
building. There will be both 
below and above-ground 
parking and also room for 
future expansion.

President of Inova Al-
exandria Hospital Dr. Rina 
Bansal provided specifics 
about the new hospital’s ca-
pabilities. It will be a 230-
bed hospital entirely with 
private rooms, as well as an 
emergency room and trauma 
center, according to Bansal. 
The facility will also have a 
helipad.

“We will be able to care 
for complex brain injuries 
and provide advanced ser-
vices in obstetrics and in car-
diovascular,” Bansal said.

The accompanying medi-
cal office building will also be 
able to house 50 specialists.

“We will build a compre-
hensive cancer center,” Bansal 
said. “We will truly be able to 
meet the needs of the resi-
dents of Alexandria on an out-
patient and inpatient basis.”

Bansal was asked to ex-
plain why there will be fewer 
in-patient beds in the new 

COURTESY IMAGE
This image shows the types of uses envisioned for the various development blocks at the redevel-
oped Landmark site, including the hospital, retail, residential and parking.

COURTESY IMAGE
Proposed civic use of space at the Landmark site would take up roughly two-thirds of the 52-acre site. Streets and sidewalks would 
utilize the most space, followed by the new Inova Alexandria Hospital and office building, parking and open space.

LANDMARK FROM | 1

SEE LANDMARK | 9



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JANUARY 7, 2021 | 9 

hospital than the 318 beds 
in the existing location on 
Seminary Road.

The current hospital ac-
tually operates as a 240-bed 
facility because many beds 
are in shared rooms, and an 
additional 72 beds are for ob-
servation, Bansal respond-
ed. In the new facility, only 
in-patients will be in the 
hospital beds, while patients 
who need to be observed will 
be located elsewhere. 

“Currently, we only serve 
about 168 patients [in in-pa-
tient beds]. We are actually 
increasing our in-patient 
beds by more than 60 beds,” 
Bansal said.

Another question that 
came up at the meeting con-
cerned the timing of open-
ing the new facility and of 
closing the Seminary Road 
site and whether Alexandria 
would be without a function-
ing hospital at any point in 
the process.

“The current hospital will 
stay in operation during the 
design and building of the 
new hospital,” McDuffie said. 
“In this quarter of 2021, we 
will begin the detailed de-
sign. We envision that pro-
cess will be completed around 
Q1 2023. Occupancy of the 
[new] hospital will be in Q1 
2028. There is a separate pro-
cess for Seminary Road.”

Jinks explained the city’s 
role in the public-private 
partnership, saying that the 
city will use tax revenues 
that will be generated from 
the project to pay for its $130 
million investment.

“We’ve been talking about 
this since 2004. The question 
is not if the city should invest, 
but how much should the city 
invest,” Jinks said. 

The City of Alexandria 
will provide $76 million for 
roads, sewers, a park and 
other infrastructure items 
and an additional $54 million 
to buy the land and parking, 
for a total of $130 million, ac-
cording to the city manager.

“The city will help [Inova 
Alexandria] in their $1 billion 
investment,” Jinks said. “This 
project will not draw upon the 
general fund of the city.”

Jinks said bonds will be is-
sued to cover the $130 million, 
and the bonds will be paid off 
using tax revenues from the 
development on the site over a 
20- to 30-year period. 

“We expect tax revenues 
to generate about $778 mil-
lion over a 30-year term,” 
Jinks said. “We will be able 
to finance bond repayment, 
leaving more than $600 mil-
lion for the City of Alexan-
dria. This will generate mon-
ey for the city’s general fund.”

A questioner at the meet-
ing asked Jinks if the city’s 
property owners would wind 
up footing the bill if the pro-
jected tax generated from the 
site falls well short of expec-
tations. The city manager re-
sponded that the city would 
establish a community devel-
opment authority, with the 
ability to add 25 cents to the 
real estate tax rate at Land-

mark only, in the event the site 
doesn’t generate the expected 
amount of tax revenue.

Despite up to 2,500 pro-
jected new units of housing 
planned for the site, the proj-
ect does not call for a new 
school to be built. Instead, 
the civic use facility in the 
project is scheduled to be a 
fire station with affordable 
housing located on top.

City planners did note the 
lack of a school at the site 
during the planning process, 
but there was not room at the 
location for both a school and 
a fire station and the decision 

to include a fire station was 
based on community input, 
Director of the Department 
of Planning and Zoning Karl 
Moritz said.

The project will also re-
sult in some changes to 
nearby road infrastructure, 
including the removal of a 
ramp over Duke Street into 
the Landmark parking lot.

“It will be more inviting. 
We will be introducing more 
traffic lights; traffic patterns 
will change,” Bunker said. “… 
Removing the ramp makes it 
easier for people to cross and 
also makes Landmark more a 

part of the neighborhood.”
While there isn’t a specif-

ic design in place yet for the 
new central plaza, Bunker 
said there will be a variety of 
purely public spaces and the 
ability to close streets within 
the complex to have live mu-
sic and farmer’s markets.

“We want this to be a 
gathering place,” Bunker said. 
“We want this to be a place 
where people can go throw a 
frisbee. … People would say, 
‘Do you want to get togeth-
er?’ and they would say, ‘Let’s 
meet at Landmark.’”

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

COURTESY RENDERING
An artist's rendering of what the completed project, with the new Inova Alexandria Hospital in the distance and an open plaza flanked by 
residential and retail facilities, might look like.

LANDMARK FROM | 8

The current hospital will stay in 
operation during the design and 
building of the new hospital. In this 

quarter of 2021, we will begin the detailed 
design. We envision that process will be 
completed around Q1 2023. Occupancy of 
the [new] hospital will be in Q1 2028.”

– Tom McDuffie, 
president, Inova Realty
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Wear a mask.
Save a life.

You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new coronavirus by wearing 
a cloth facemask when you must go out in public. By wearing a mask, 
you help prevent community spread of the coronavirus and help 
protect the most vulnerable in our community.

“The effects of the so-
cial isolation on dementia 
have been pretty severe,” 
Barbarito said. “They miss 
their families. There’s been 
a drastic decline in these 11 
months.”

While there was general 
enthusiasm about the vac-
cine among residents, not 
all staff members were 100% 
committed to getting the 
vaccine. There were ques-
tions and concerns about the 
process behind how the vac-
cine had been produced, side 
effects and general safety.

In order to assuage con-
cerns, Goodwin House ad-
ministrators launched an ed-
ucation campaign in the days 
leading up to the clinic. They 
held webinars with residents 
and their families and an-
swered questions at weekly 
testing times for staff.

As the days went on, more 
and more people signed the 
required consent form to 

confirm they were ready to 
receive the vaccine. But what 
really sold the safety of the 
vaccine for residents and 
staff was what Bagley called 
“peer-to-peer energy.”

“More and more people 
were consenting as they saw 
their friends do it or people 
they trusted do it,” Bagley said.

Barbarito, who is six 
months pregnant, convinced 
several people to get the vac-
cine just by telling them she 
would be receiving it.

“There were some of my 
staff members who were hes-
itant, and I said, ‘I’m getting 
it.’ And they were like, ‘Wait, 
what?’” Barbarito said. “And 
I said, ‘Yeah, look at me. I’m 
getting it and I’m six months 
pregnant.’ They were like, 
‘Well, if you can get it, I guess 
I can get it.’”

All told, 100% of residents 
in nursing care and assist-
ed living consented, while 
about 75% of staff in those 
levels of care signed consent 
forms, according to Bagley.

On the day of the clinic, 
nursing staff accompanied 
the vaccinators to residents’ 
rooms in order to ensure they 
were able to comfort residents. 

At the same time, staff 
who had signed their con-
sent forms lined up outside 
an event room to get the 
vaccine. By all accounts, the 
process was organized and 
quick. Staff were guided to 
one of three vaccination sta-
tions, received the vaccine 
and then were seated in an 
anteroom for 15 minutes to 
ensure they did not experi-
ence any immediate allergic 
reactions or negative effects.

So far, none of the peo-
ple interviewed for this sto-
ry have experienced severe 
side effects. However, some 
staff and residents who 
have received the vaccine 
have reported experiencing 
headaches since receiving 
the vaccine, Bagley said. 
According to the CDC, side 
effects, including fever or 
body aches, can occur but 

subside in two or three days 
and indicate the vaccine is 
working to engage the im-
mune system.

Kamara has also spent the 
following days educating her 
staff about what it actually 
means to have the vaccine in 
their system.

“[The vaccine] doesn’t 
mean that you’re not going 
to be positive, but at least 
new antibodies have been in-
troduced to fight it,” Kamara 
said. “Just take, for instance, 
the flu. Yeah, we have taken 
the vaccine, but that doesn’t 
mean you’re not going to get 
the flu. But at least there is 
something to fight against 
the flu.”

Goodwin House Alexan-
dria was not alone in receiv-
ing initial doses of Pfizer’s 
vaccine from VDH. Dan Teka, 
director of supply chain at 
Inova Alexandria Hospital, 
was among the first group of 
frontline health care workers 
and hospital staff to get the 
vaccine on Dec. 18.

Teka and his department 
provide supplies, particularly 
personal protective equip-
ment, to medical staff and 
other departments. Due to 
his constant interaction with 
other staff, Teka was deemed 
high priority to receive the 
vaccine, which left him with 
mixed feelings, he said.

“I’m happy that I was part 
of the first group, but at the 
same time I relate and sym-
pathize with the people that 
are not in this group with 
us,” Teka said. “I understand 
the priority, but at the same 
time I can’t wait for that day 
where everyone has access to 
it as well.”

Those at Inova and Good-
win House hope that day 
isn’t too far off. 

“Everybody is so focused 
on being reconnected with 
their loved ones,” Bagley 
said. “That’s the excitement 
in the air – and, of course, 
getting their hair done more 
frequently.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

VACCINE FROM | 7
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January events
Celebrate the release of "Wonder Woman 1984" and more. | Page 13

HOMES
Roadside DIY inspiration
Turn discarded furniture into something fresh and new. | Page 12

BY KIM GILLIAM

We are all familiar with 
the idea that our personali-
ties change as we age. Often-
times, we become more mel-
low or more agreeable as we 
age. The same is true for dogs, 
however, some traits do stay 
the same over time, according 
to recent research from the 
Clever Dog Project at the Uni-
versity of Vienna. For exam-
ple, researchers found some 
dogs are just born as old souls 
with personalities that are 
relatively steady and mature 
throughout their lives.

How do you measure a 
dog’s personality? In this 

case, 217 border collies from 
half a year to 15 years old 
were observed as they re-
sponded to 15 different tests 
designed to assess 70 per-
sonality traits such as explo-
ration, obedience, problem 
solving, compliance, threat 
reaction, frustration and 
play. Tests included atten-
tion from a stranger, being 
dressed in a t-shirt by their 
owner, a sausage dangled 
just out of reach, ball play 
and more. 

Four years later, 37 dogs 
returned for retesting. The 
researchers found that the 
dogs changed as they aged, 
just as people do, becoming 

less active and less anxious. 
At least we all know how 

to calculate a dog’s age in hu-
man years, right? Just multi-
ply it by seven. It’s actually 
not quite that simple. 

A study out of the Univer-
sity of California, this time 
of 104 Labrador retrievers, 
found that to calculate dog 
years, you should multiply 
the natural logarithm of a 
dog's age in human years by 
16 and then add 31. 

What now? This may re-
quire a calculator. Let’s see 
what it equates a dog age 6 
to. The natural log of six is 
around 1.8; multiply this by 16 
to get 29, then add 31 and they 

would be 60 in human years. 
To reach this conclusion, 

researchers sought patterns 
of chemical changes in DNA, 
a process called methylation. 
Lab tests can tell how old a 
human is just from this, and 
now, thanks to this research, 
the same can be done for dogs. 

Some parts of a dog’s 
life follow the same pat-
tern as humans, while oth-
er longevity milestones are 
not in synch. For instance, 
the methylation rate in a 
7-week-old pup corresponds 
to a 9-month-old human 
baby, and both begin teeth-
ing at this time. But then the 
dog clock ticks much faster, 

with pups racing through 
puberty and hitting sexual 
maturity within a year. The 
dog's genetic clock slows 
down as they age, match-
ing up with humans again 
in later years. In this way, 
a 12-year-old lab is on par 
with a 70-year-old human.

A study published in The 
Royal Society’s Biology Let-
ters also found that adoles-
cent dogs share some of the 

How your dog changes over time
PETS

KIM 
GILLIAM

FILE PHOTO
Although some personality traits do stay consistent throughout a dog's life, like humans, a dog's personality changes over time.

SEE PETS | 13
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Welcome home to this 
move-in ready townhome 
with three private outdoor 
spaces, including a front 
porch, living room terrace 
and roof deck with city 
views. Situated in the per-
fect location, shop, dine and 
work all within walking or 
biking distance of home. 

This freshly painted luxu-
ry 4BD, 3.5BA LEED-certified 
townhome has an entry-level 
fourth bedroom or telecom-
muter's dream office with 
windows overlooking the 
front porch.The open con-
cept main level with hard-
wood floors and high ceilings 
is perfect for entertaining 20 
or a cozy two. 

The chef's kitchen with 

granite counters, stainless 
steel appliances, breakfast bar 
and pantry adjoins the spa-
cious dining room. The bright 
living room with a terrace that 
overlooks the city is the ideal 
indoor/outdoor room.

The primary suite with a 
walk-in closet and spa bath is 

the perfect retreat. All the 
upper-level bedrooms come 
with en suite baths. The up-
per level comes complete 
with a recreation room ideal 
for movie nights, a home gym 
or playroom that leads to a 
roof deck, and the third bed-
room suite is perfect for out-

of-town guests. 
This townhome is only 

three blocks to the closest 
Metro stop and is located 
close to local restaurants and 
shops. It is also just a short 
bike ride to larger-scale retail 
at Potomac Yard or a stroll 
from multiple grocery stores.

HOME OF THE WEEK

City views and outdoor spaces in Old Town home
Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 

Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 
703-684-7702 

Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Location: 717 N. Alfred 

St., Alexandria 22314

Neighborhood: Old 

Town Commons

Price: $977,000

Square feet: 1,728

Bedrooms: 4

Bathrooms: 3.5

Year built: 2010

Contact: MaryAshley 

Zimmermann

The MaryAshley Real 

Estate Group

860-214-7474 | Compass

maryashley@compass.com

www.maryashleyrealestate.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 

PHOTOS/HOMEVISIT
Left: This townhome has three private outdoor spaces including the welcoming front porch, living room 
terrace and roof deck with a city view.
Right: The kitchen with granite counters, stainless steel appliances and a breakfast bar.

BY DAWN HOIEM

It’s at least crossed your 
mind. That discarded item 
set out by the side of the 
road, free for the taking. 
You glance in your rearview 
mirror. You wonder what’s 
wrong with it. It looks like it 
might have some life left. 

That’s how it started for 
me. 

It was a Thonet bentwood 
rocker. My sister was in town 
and we were heading to lunch. 
“That’s cute,” she said. “Yeah, 
it will never still be there 
when we come back,” I replied. 
About two hours later and 
there it was. She convinced 
me it would make a fun proj-
ect for us to work on together 
during her visit, so we got my 
husband’s truck and loaded it 

in the back. It had a hole in the 
seat but otherwise it was stur-
dy, which was good since my 
repair skills are limited.

After about 20 minutes of 
sanding, the fun had worn off 
for my sister. She returned 
home and the rocker sat in the 
garage for several months. I 
thought about setting it down 

by my curb but decided I’d get 
around to it eventually. 

Finally, one weekend my 
husband was out of town, so 
I started to sand. Once I got 
going, I picked up a little mo-
mentum. I took the seat apart 

and went to the hardware 
store and bought some wood 
to replace the cane seating 
and some spray paint.  I want-
ed a bright, fun color, and 
turquoise has been my go-to 
happy color for years. Then 

I headed to a craft store for 
some padding and fabric. 

I had no need for this 
rocking chair and no place 
to put it. But it seemed like 
a worthy project and maybe, 
if I did a good enough job, I 
could sell it and at least get 
get back the $30 I had already 
put into it.

The coat of spray primer 
didn’t do much to motivate 
me, but I had come too far at 
that point. So, I soldiered on. 
And then it happened – those 
first few sprays of turquoise 
was all it took to convince me 
that this was going to turn 
out really cute. 

It took about three coats 
of paint – four cans – and 
I had to flip the chair over 

Turn roadside trash into home décor treasure

PHOTO/ DAWN HOIEM
Three coats of turquoise spray paint, a repurposed piece of wood 
and some elbow grease turned this rocker into a piece of furniture 
worth keeping. 

PHOTO/ DAWN HOIEM
The Thonet bentwood rocker, 
complete with hole in the seat, 
found by the side of the road.

SEE TREASURES | 13
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15, 30 & 60 Min. Visits

Does Your Dog Need 
a Friend in the  

Middle of the Day?

v

Schedule A Consultation Today!
571-438-2323

Shop Apparel, Gifts & Pet Supplies at www.PassionatelyPets.com/Shop

Ask About Our Puppy Packages

Dog Walking, Pet Sitting & 
Overnight Options Available

Roberta 
is Ready

Quiet Roberta would love a forever home (feline 
friends are ok!) where she can blossom into the  
perfect forever friend.

Due to COVID-19 we are only doing 
adoptions by appointment. For more 
information contact King Street Cats: 
contact@kingstreetcats.org.
Visit us at www.kingstreetcats.org

www.tailshigh.org
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Cat Rescue and Adoption
Tails High

     President Truman said 
  “If you want a friend 
 in Washington, get a dog.”  
He meant “get a cat!” 

characteristics of adolescent 
humans, including "reduced 
trainability and responsive-
ness to commands."

All of this builds on a 2019 
study by Michigan State Uni-
versity, published in Journal 
of Research in Personality, 
the first and largest study of 
its kind to examine changes 
in dogs’ personalities. It sur-
veyed owners of more than 
1,600 dogs – across 50 differ-
ent breeds ranging from a few 
weeks to 15 years old – on their 
dogs’ personalities and behav-
ioral history. The owners also 
answered a survey about their 
own personalities. The find-

ings were enlightening.
Not surprisingly, older 

dogs proved harder to train, 
whereas dogs around age 6 
were much better at learning 
obedience when they’re out 
of the excitable puppy stage 
but not too set in their ways. 
It turns out it is harder to 
teach an old dog new tricks.

One trait that rarely 
changed with age was fear 
and anxiety. Along the lines 
of “dogs resemble their own-
ers,” the research showed 
dogs and owners share spe-
cific personality traits. Ex-
troverted humans rated their 
dogs as more excitable and 
active, while owners high 
in negative emotions rated 

their dogs as more fearful. 
The study’s findings show 

just how much owners influ-
ence their dog’s personality. 
In many cases,  the changes 
in a dog’s personality are the 
result of the nature versus 
nurture theory associated 
with humans’ personalities.

That’s a lot to digest, but 
hopefully it provides some 
insight into how your dog’s 
personality develops and ages 
over time.  Make sure to enjoy 
quality time with your pup, no 
matter what phase they are in.

The writer co-owns Frolick 
Dogs, an indoor dog gym 

in Alexandria, with her 
husband, Kevin Gilliam.

PETS

and around to make sure all 
of the nooks, crannies and 
curves were covered.

I dug out an old jigsaw of 
my husband’s, which had be-
longed to his dad and hadn’t 
been touched in over a de-
cade. I cut the seat out of some 
wood, put foam on top and 
covered it. A little cording, and 
the seat was good to go. 

Figuring out how to secure 
the seat to the chair was my 
biggest issue. I headed back to 
the hardware store and found 
some L-brackets that were 

short enough to fit.  Securing 
the seat to the chair by myself 
was a little tricky. It wasn’t 
perfectly centered, but by this 
point I knew this baby was 
going in my living room, so I 
didn’t stress over it. 

In the end I was happy, 
not just with how fun this 
rocking chair turned out, but 
that I had managed to use 
some power tools and make 
my vision a reality.

Now, it’s my favorite piece 
of furniture and it’s added a 
lot of personality to the liv-
ing room. We rarely have a 
visitor who doesn’t comment 

on what a great chair it is.  
This was not a complicat-

ed project. If I can do it, so can 
you. If you pick something 
up off of the side of the road, 
then you’re playing with 
house money. You’re not out 
anything if you “mess it up,” 
so next time, don’t just drive 
on by. Stop. Give it a try. You 
might just end up with a new 
favorite piece of furniture.

The writer is a transportation 
communications specialist 

when she isn't filling her 
garage with furniture 

renovation projects.
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“WONDER WOMAN 1984” 
VIRGINIA IS FOR LOVERS 
DRUM PROP DISPLAY  “Wonder 
Woman 1984,” filmed in part at Al-
exandria’s Landmark Mall in 2018, 
and the site was transformed into 
a bustling 1980s shopping mall in 
its neon heyday. During one of the 
film’s shopping mall action scenes, 
the iconic “Virginia is for Lovers” 
logo makes a cameo on a su-
per-sized drum. A window display of 
the seven-foot-tall drum prop will be 
available for outdoor viewing in Old 
Town through Feb. 28. Bundle up to 
observe the impressive movie prop 
and learn about Landmark Mall as 
a filming location. Viewing will take 

place outdoors to ensure safety for 
all visitors. 
Time: All day 
Location: 101 N. Union St. 
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/wonder-woman-1984

OLD TOWN VIRTUAL SCAVEN-
GER HUNT On this fun-filled scaven-
ger hunt of Alexandria, journey around 
Old Town's historic buildings, great 
green spaces and cultural institutions. 
Where does George Washington like 
to hang out? How do you get invited to 
a lyceum? Find out on this scavenger 
hunt of Alexandria. This scavenger 
hunt is app-led. No tour guide or res-
ervation is required. This event contin-
ues through Dec. 13. 
Time: All day 
Location: Old Town 

Information: https://bit.ly/2Mobmj8

JANUARY 8

“HIDDEN WORLD” ART EXHIBIT 
People everywhere have been affected 
by an unseen virus that challenges 
them to look at their world more deep-
ly. From the mysteries of the universe 
to our own backyard, the world is rife 
with surprises. Look deeply into the 
world, emotions or imagination and un-
cover some part of the “Hidden World.” 
This exhibit runs from Jan. 8 to 30. 
Time: Thursdays and Fridays noon to 
6 p.m., Saturdays noon to 4 p.m. 
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.
org/exhibits

CALENDAR

EDITOR'S NOTE:
The Times encourages residents to continue to follow Gov. Ralph Northam’s “Safer at Home” guidance, to 
maintain physical distance from others and to wear masks in public.

TREASURES FROM | 12
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To the editor: 
Virtual learning is failing 

the public school students of 
Alexandria. 

Alexandria City Public Schools 
has pledged to provide an equita-
ble, high quality education, ac-
cessible and engaging to all. As a 
parent of two ACPS students, one 
with a disability and one a kin-
dergartner, this is not at all our 
reality. And what we were experi-
encing at home, we now have the 
data to prove.

Grades from the first quarter 
of the 2020-2021 school year re-
veal that, like many other parts of 
the country, ACPS students with 
disabilities are being left behind 
in the Virtual PLUS+ model.

Nearly 30% of our special 
needs middle schoolers and high 
schoolers are earning D’s and F’s, 
according to ACPS. Fifteen per-
cent of students with disabilities 
are chronically absent from syn-
chronous learning – the highest 
of any student population – likely 
because they rely so heavily on 
their parents and caregivers to 
facilitate their participation.

Our 11-year-old daughter, who 
has special needs, cannot focus 
on the computer screen for more 
than a few hours a day, despite the 
herculean efforts and work of the 
ACPS teachers. She needs one-on-
one, in-person education with her 
personal aide at her side.

Her aide is guaranteed to her 
through the individualized edu-
cation program, mandated by the 
state of Virginia, as well as the 
Individuals with Disabilities Ed-

ucation Act. The aide has offered 
to work with our daughter in per-
son but is not permitted to by the 
district. Having an aide on Zoom 
does nothing to help our daughter. 

My household isn’t the only one 
feeling the effects of virtual learn-
ing. Recently released grades show 
that the number of Alexandria His-
panic middle schoolers earning D’s 
or F’s has increased almost 30%.

In addition, D’s and F’s among 
Black middle schoolers has in-
creased by 18%, and two-thirds of 
our Hispanic students are failing 
two or more subjects. Chronic ab-
senteeism has tripled among Black 
and Hispanic students and among 
students living in poverty. This is 
unacceptable and should concern 
every resident of Alexandria, espe-
cially given the reticence of ACPS 
to return students to schools.

As an immigrant to the Unit-
ed States, what has always im-
pressed me is the ability for peo-
ple of all backgrounds, ideologies 
and beliefs to come together. We 
are the most generous nation in 
the world, and I’m constantly 
impressed by our ability to help 
our fellow man. Why are we not 
showing that kind of empathy 
toward our more vulnerable chil-
dren in the middle of a pandemic?

The failure here is not on our 
students, our teachers or our par-
ents – it is the virtual platform, 
which is neither equitable nor 
inclusive. It is time to bridge the 
gap, come together and re-open 
our schools.

-Hakan Ozsancak,
Alexandria

Our View Opinion
Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

The start of a new year brings new 
beginnings. Individuals make resolu-
tions. Companies plan ahead. Changes 
are made. 

New beginnings are exciting. A new 
year is like the start of a baseball sea-
son – both begin with optimism and 
possibility. This year already seems 
better than last, as the arrival of the 
COVID-19 vaccine has brought hope 
that had been missing since the pan-
demic struck last March. See the Times’ 
page one article, “A shot of hope” for 
details on the initial distribution of the 
vaccine in Alexandria.

There are exciting new beginnings 
at the Times as well.

The most immediately visible change 
is the absence of an editorial cartoon on 
this page. Since the Times is both hy-
per-local and stridently non-partisan, 
the presence of a national-focused car-
toon has always been an anomaly.

We have heard from many of you 
through the years questioning our de-
cision to run cartoons that focus on na-
tional issues. Our perhaps old-fashioned 

belief that an editorial cartoon completes 
opinion pages is what led us to keep run-
ning a nationally syndicated cartoon.

The national nastiness of last year 
was part of the impetus to drop the 
cartoon now. We are, however, open to 
running occasional cartoons that focus 
on local issues. Interested readers with 
an art background are welcome to send 
a submission to letters@alextimes.com.

A more significant change at the 
Times is the promotion of Cody Mel-
lo-Klein to helm our news operation 
and run our production. Mello-Klein 
launched the Times’ podcast series last 
year and is planning some innovative 
new wrinkles for 2021.

Another important promotion at 
the Times is that of Lyvi Sieg to Art Di-
rector. Sieg’s skills were on display with 
her design of the front page of our Dec. 
24 issue, and she produced award-win-
ning work immediately upon joining 
the Times in late 2019. 

In a new year filled with possibility, 
we encourage you to keep reading. The 
best is yet to come.

New beginnings

Revitalization at Landmark

ACPS grades plummet 
with virtual learning

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are  
those of the writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the 

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

An exciting new beginning for Al-
exandria, Inova Alexandria Hospital 
and the run-down site at Landmark 
Mall was announced on Dec. 22. We 
agree with City Manager Mark Jinks 
and other participants in Monday’s 
community engagement session that 
this agreement is a tremendous ac-
complishment for Alexandria and its 
residents. See the Times’ page one 
story, “Stakeholders discuss Land-
mark redevelopment,” for more infor-
mation on the session.

There are many ways in which the 
city and our residents win from this:

• We not only retain our hospital, 
which at the land-locked Seminary 
Road location was not a given in the 
long-term, but we will also have an im-
proved facility.

• The plan presented appears fiscal-
ly sound and presents little financial 
risk to Alexandria’s residents, as the 
city’s portion of the deal will be fi-
nanced with bonds that will be repaid 
out of tax revenue generated from the 
site. Because the plan calls for signif-
icant retail and housing development, 

and there’s a contingency capability to 
levy an extra tax on property at that 
site only, Alexandria’s taxpayers will 
likely see a significant net windfall 
with extremely low risk.

• The aesthetics of the location will 
improve dramatically, as it will change 
from an eyesore to a gathering place, 
with improved access.

Yes, there were also red flags raised 
at the session, chief among them the 
admission that up to 2,500 new hous-
ing units are anticipated at the site, 
but a new school is not planned there. 
The statement by Director of the De-
partment of Planning and Zoning Karl 
Moritz that bus lanes on Duke Street 
are going to happen – even though the 
community engagement process has 
not yet begun – is also troubling.

There will be many conversations in 
the coming years about specific elements 
of this project. But this is the time to fo-
cus on the many tremendous positives of 
this, well, landmark agreement.

It’s been many years in the making, 
and it appears to have been worth the 
wait. Kudos to all involved.
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The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

Reflections and expectations
As we closed out 2020 there was 

unanimous consensus that it was a 
terrible, horrible, no good, very bad 
year in almost every respect.

As we toasted the incoming 2020, 
we had no way of knowing that the vi-
rus had already started to spread. The 
following months saw far too many 
deaths; families impoverished; com-
munity fixtures forced to close; oth-
er businesses holding on but under 
enormous pressure; and special oc-
casions and community 
celebrations cancelled.

It’s worth reflecting 
on some of the achieve-
ments we’ve made under 
duress. We’ve become 
more comfortable with 
online meetings and 
processes. Work and 
commercial transactions 
will never be quite the 
same. New habits and 
practices should keep us 
healthier during future 
cold and flu seasons. We’ve realized 
how adaptive and resilient we are. 
Most importantly, the notion that 
we’re all in this together established 
a new sense of individual and com-
munity responsibility.

We witnessed healthcare workers, 
first responders, research scientists, 
everyday service providers – like 
those in our grocery stores, restau-
rants, retailers and pharmacies – rise 
to the occasion.

City government and business com-
munity leadership undertook swift, 
bold and creative actions. Business 
owners pioneered new business models 
to serve customer needs and continue 
supporting their employees. The nature 
of business was changed forever. Those 
most innovative and adaptive will fare 
best in the coming months and years.

What can we expect in the coming 
months? Hopefully, vaccines will ease 
our concerns about infection, and we 
can begin to resume contacts and ac-
tivities. The return to normalcy will 
be gradual and require a lot of adjust-
ments along the way.

The recently enacted relief legis-
lation was a long time coming and is 

desperately needed. We’re now wait-
ing for the implementing instruc-
tions from the Small Business Ad-
ministration and Department of the 
Treasury and participating bank de-
tails. Our hope is that the application 
process will be less cumbersome and 
SBA communication with banks and 
borrowers will be swifter and clearer. 

There are several things business 
owners can do to be ready to apply. 
First, they should monitor develop-

ments and be prepared 
to act promptly once 
the application pro-
cess is announced. They 
should also keep track of 
their financial records 
by quarters for 2020 and 
how those compare to 
2019. They’ll need to 
show a 25% drop in gross 
revenues for one of those 
quarters.

Having a banking re-
lationship with one of 

the participating lenders, such as 
local banks, community lending in-
stitutions or credit unions, is vital. 
Those that already have those rela-
tionships should ask their contacts 
whether that institution will be par-
ticipating in the next round of PPP 
and how they should keep in touch. 
Those who don’t have banking rela-
tionships need to develop them im-
mediately.

Our center stands ready to help Al-
exandria business owners in a variety 
of ways. Our staff provides owners ob-
jective guidance on business financials 
and operations and can refer them to 
timely resources. We also continually 
update our COVID-19 webpage with 
the latest relief legislation develop-
ments and guidance at: https://alex-
andriasbdc.org/resources-programs/
covid-19-information-resources.

Alexandria SBDC resources are 
funded by the city, SBA and local 
banks, and there is no charge for 
SBDC services.

The writer is executive director of the 
Alexandria Small Business Development 
Center. 

BILL  
REAGAN
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To the editor: 
Nathan Macek, volunteer chair 

of the Alexandria Planning Com-
mission, is also director of proj-
ect development and finance and 
a senior vice president of WSP, a 
large engineering firm that has 
been working closely with the city 
and the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority on the Po-
tomac Yard Metro Station Alter-
native B project. 

As director of project develop-
ment and finance for WSP, Macek 
“has conducted cash flow mod-
eling and uncertainty analyses 
of capital and operating funding 
for more than three dozen trans-
portation projects, applying in-
novative financing approaches to 
address the budgetary challenges 
faced by public agencies,” accord-
ing to the WSP website. 

Macek publicly testified in 
favor of Alternative B at the Vir-
ginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality hearing at the 

Durant Center on July 16, 2019, 
right alongside Paul Smedberg, 
WMATA board chair. Alexandria 
Mayor Justin Wilson, City Man-
ager Mark Jinks, former Mayor 
Kerry Donley and others also 
spoke in favor of the project at 
the meeting.

Macek’s dual roles – as a senior 
vice president at the firm that has 
been assisting the city and Metro 
for the past 10 years “with ongo-
ing financial analysis consult-
ing” and other services to secure 
funding for the new station, and 
chair of the Alexandria Planning 
Commission – is a clear conflict of 
interest.

Why are conflicts of interest, 
such as this obvious case, tolerat-
ed in Alexandria? No financial ad-
vantage, either direct or indirect, 
should be allowed by people serv-
ing on public trust boards.

-C. Dara, Hal Hardaway, 
Jimm Roberts,

Alexandria 

Still awaiting ethics reform The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

No reason to panic, every reason to plan
While we’re still learning about 

COVID-19, commonly called corona-
virus, its potential impacts are dom-
inating the media. When we see the 
effects overseas and outbreaks in the 
United States, we have good reason 
to become concerned about what will 
happen locally. 

We’re being told that the best 
preventive measures for now are 
all the things you’re supposed to 
do to avoid the common flu – wash 
hands frequently, cover 
coughs and stay home 
as soon as you begin to 
feel bad. Staying away 
from crowds is proba-
bly not a bad idea but is 
likely overkill until we 
know more about con-
tagious cases nearer 
our region.

Businesses most dis-
rupted are those dependent on China 
for production, and the ripple effects 
will increasingly affect our daily 
lives. “What do you mean there’s no 
Diet Coke?”

Obviously, if travel and gather-
ings are risky, hospitality businesses 
will suffer and the tourism industry 
has begun planning accordingly. 

At the White House press confer-
ence last week, the head of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control said it was a 
good time for businesses to dust off 
their pandemic preparedness plans, 
but let’s get real. Few small busi-
nesses have emergency plans on the 
shelf. Yes, we should all have them 
but those are often among the smart 
practices we’re perpetually hoping to 
get to next year.

There are, however, some real-
ly worthwhile things that business 
owners can start thinking about now 
that might help out if circumstances 
worsen locally – and, incidentally, 
these are smart preparations to un-
dertake at any time, so you’re not 
wasting effort.

The listing below is pulled from 
a variety of experts and reputable 
sites. To echo the comment of one of 
those experts, Patricia Frame, a hu-
man resources consultant frequently 

engaged by Alexandria SBDC, “There 
is no reason to panic. There is every 
reason to plan.”

First, owners should consider 
their business’s essential functions, 
and evaluate how those might be 
impacted by significant employee 
absences. Now is the time to cross-
train employees on one another’s 
responsibilities.

The next step is to evaluate lo-
gistics required for employees to 

work remotely, and those 
might require enhanced 
communications such as 
providing a phone and 
computer.

Owners need to re-
view their HR policies 
for possible changes to 
encourage employees to 
stay home if they’re not 
feeling well; paying em-

ployees during extended sick leave 
for themselves or sick/quarantined 
family members; or dealing with 
having to close for a temporary 
period. Perhaps you should estab-
lish special HR provisions just for 
COVID-19 circumstances.

Also important is identifying 
credible sources of information. 
You’re already hearing misinforma-
tion about con artists taking advan-
tage of the situation. Our local Health 
Department website is constantly 
updated with the most current and 
valid information and will also have 
links to other key sites. Go to: https://
www.alexandriava.gov/Health and 
search “coronavirus.”

Alexandria SBDC staff has ad-
vised businesses through similar 
circumstances in the past and will 
provide updates and suggestions as 
conditions develop. To review our tip 
sheet on how businesses can manage 
the coronavirus, see our website at 
alexandriasbdc.org.

Though much is still unknown, 
it makes sense for you to begin 
thinking and planning now.

The writer is executive director 
of the Alexandria Small Business 

Development Center.

BILL REAGAN

was public engagement for the 
upcoming Arlandria and Del Ray 
small area plan updates. Outreach 
for this effort has included mul-
tiple community meetings, open 
houses and pop-up events con-
ducted in Spanish and English. 
Meetings included childcare, to 
facilitate attendance by parents 
with young children, and tested 
new communications channels 
to inform the public, such as text 
messaging and Spanish-language 
news articles.

The city conducted a survey 
of residents in both languages, 
revealing that the priorities of 
Spanish-speaking survey re-
spondents differ in many re-
spects from those of the English 
speakers. The Del Ray Citizens 
Association also conducted a 
survey of its members and re-
ported the detailed comments 
offered by each survey respon-
dent, augmenting the outreach 
conducted by city staff.

Too often, the voices heard at 
city hall are older, less racially di-

verse, more affluent, more likely 
to be homeowners and less likely 
to have young children than the 
typical resident. As the successful 
Arlandria and Del Ray engagement 
demonstrates, the city has several 
tools that can broaden our reach. 
This level of public engagement 
isn’t possible with every planning 
effort, but demonstrates that we 
do have a template for doing it well.

Moving forward, I hope that 
civic associations, business groups 
and other community organiza-
tions will broaden their own reach 
to be as inclusive of the communi-
ties they represent as possible and 
continue to weigh in on issues of 
concern. City staff should continue 
to engage these groups, while also 
seeking feedback from groups and 
individuals heard less often.

We must actively work to solic-
it comments representative of our 
diverse community, and respect-
fully consider the viewpoints of 
all to make certain we’re making 
the best decisions for our commu-
nity as a whole.

-Nathan Macek, chair
Alexandria Planning Commission
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My View | Frank Putzu

Local governments like the 
City of Alexandria use a complex 
pipeline of intergovernmental 
grants and loans to deliver nec-
essary public services and critical 
investment programs for citizens. 
Yet tracking the flow of these 
funds is not easy. There are grow-
ing calls across the city for grant 
applications to be subject to pub-
lic scrutiny long before being pre-
sented to City Council, and dock-
eted for discussion 
at a public hearing.

Here’s why. The 
City of Alexandria 
routinely applies for 
– and receives – fed-
eral and state grant 
funding for unpop-
ular projects, often 
in the millions of 
dollars. Grant appli-
cations prepared by 
City Manager Mark 
Jinks and staff are 
normally approved at legislative 
meetings – not public hearings.

By the time any policy issue 
finally comes before council, it 
is way too late to do anything 
about the funding that has been 
dedicated to it. 

In Alexandria, we must en-
sure that decisions important to 
the public are not decided behind 
closed doors, before public disclo-
sure or candid council discussions. 
Grant funding often covers just 
part of the cost for a project, leaving 
taxpayers to foot the rest of the bill.

The city has already received 
grant funding to reconfigure the 
intersection of King Street, and 
Callahan and Russell roads to ac-
commodate bike lanes, despite 
tense public meetings and public 
opposition to the project. Here are 
other examples of this process and 
the importance of timely input:

Eisenhower Avenue: The city 
received $3.6 million in VDOT 
grants to change a traffic circle on 
Eisenhower Avenue and Mill Road 
to a “T” intersection in part to ac-
commodate bicyclists. Bids for the 

work came in $2.2 million higher 
than expected. In January 2020, 
residents testified to the safety and 
traffic benefits of the circle.

Department of Transportation 
and Environmental Services Di-
rector Yon Lambert testified that 
if council was willing to refund 
the grant funding, the traffic circle 
could be preserved. The city chose 
to pay the additional $2.2 million to 
save the $3.6 million grant that was 

clearly a pet project but 
had scant support.

Duke Street: The 
city has received a $75 
million grant to re-
structure Duke Street 
to remove traffic lanes 
and substitute bus 
lanes and bicycle fa-
cilities for cars, adding 
new congestion head-
aches to an already 
overloaded road.

The city applied for 
the grant in September 2019 and 
received approval in July 2020. Yet 
community engagement is sched-
uled for 2021-2022, largely ensur-
ing that the public would have 
little to no say on whether yet 
another major road diet with lost 
traffic capacity was sound.

Notably, the city wrote in its 
application that “potential risks 
may include public opposition 
during the public outreach period 
which may slow the project.” 

Upper King: The city applied 
for a $40 million grant to restruc-
ture King Street between Quaker 
Lane and Menokin Drive to impose 
another road diet to create “wider 
sidewalks, bus facilities, and bicycle 
infrastructure.” A stated purpose 
is to “enhance both the pedestrian 
and bicycle experience …”

Months after submitting the 
application, T&ES declined to 
offer information to affected 
residents since they do not have 
the grant money yet. Following 
the same pattern, the city plans 

Transparency needed 
in grant funding

FRANK 
PUTZU
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In 1955, Congressman 
Gerald Ford and his wife 
moved into their new house 
at 514 Crown View Drive to 
accommodate their grow-
ing family. The house would 
be their residence until 
they moved into the White 
House in 1974. Even after 
taking the oath of office 
as president, Ford and his 
family lived in Alexandria 
for 10 days to let the family 
of President Richard Nixon 
pack up and move after the 
president’s resignation. 

Betty Ford especially 
came to identify with Alex-
andria. A former model and 
dancer, she had married Ger-
ald Ford in 1948, after her di-
vorce from her first husband 
a year earlier, while Gerald 
was running for congress.

Despite the fact that 
Gerald Ford was appointed 
to the vice-presidency af-
ter the resignation of Spiro 
Agnew and then assumed 
the presidency upon Nix-
on’s resignation – meaning 

he never won a nationwide 
election – Betty Ford recon-
ceived the role of the first 
lady to one that is more fa-
miliar to modern readers.

In contrast to her pre-
decessor, Pat Nixon, Betty 
showed independence and 
questioned the positions of 
her husband’s party on a va-
riety of contemporary issues, 
including sex, abortion, drug 
use and women’s rights.

Betty Ford also endeared 
herself to many Americans 
with her transparency about 
her challenges with breast 

cancer, alcohol and drug 
abuse, allowing many other 
Americans to acknowledge 
similar struggles. 

Betty Ford had long been 
involved in her children’s 
lives in Alexandria, volun-
teering for roles in their Cub 
Scout and Brownie troops, as 
well as the Alexandria Can-
cer Fund. Even while first 
lady, she served as the hon-
orary chair of the Friends of 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum.

This 1975 photo shows 
her at the museum. After the 
Fords left the White House, 

their plans of retiring back 
to the house on Crown View 
Drive changed and they 
sought out the warmer climes 
of Palm Springs, California. 
Still, Betty Ford later remi-
nisced, “For me, leaving the 
White House wasn’t nearly so 
much of a wrench as leaving 
our house in Alexandria.”

Today, the house at 514 
Crown Drive is a private resi-
dence, having changed own-
ership twice. The residence 
was declared a National 
Historic Landmark in 1985. 
President Gerald Ford died in 
2006, and Betty Ford passed 
away in 2011.

Following Gerald Ford’s 
death, the City of Alexandria 
named a new street off Jan-
ney’s Lane “President Ford’s 
Lane.” City Council also named 
the park on the corner of Jan-
ney’s Lane and North Quaker 
Lane after the late president.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
What do you think of the proposed redevelopment of 
Landmark Mall?

Last Week 
How are you approaching this holiday season?

A) It's a tremendous win for the city.
B) I'm concerned about potential tax liability.
C) It will take too long to get to the hospital from the east end.
D) I'm not sure.

49% I'm trying to keep things as normal as possible.
21% It doesn't seem like the holidays without in-person 
religious services.
15% I'm trying to compensate for COVID-19 with more 
decorations than usual.
15% I'm not sure.

From Alexandria to the White House

PHOTO/ GERALD FORD LIBRARY
Betty Ford at Gadsby’s Tavern, 1975. 

to engage the public on an-
other flawed road diet only 
after receiving a $40 million 
grant, by which time it is a 
done deal, no matter what 
the public or council thinks.

Taylor Run and Straw-
berry Run: The city plans to 
cut down more than 250 trees 
as part of a questionable and 
risky Taylor Run Stream Res-
toration Plan. The city ap-
plied for a $2.25 million state 

stormwater local assistance 
fund grant in September 
2018, holding its first public 
meeting three months after 
the application.

Jinks informed council 
in 2020 that the matching 
$2.25 million cost to the city 
would come from the Storm-
water Utility Fund, which 
had been established to alle-
viate flooding problems due 
to inadequate infrastruc-
ture. A similar effort for 
Strawberry Run also kicked 

off with the first public 
meeting three months after 
the SLAF grant application 
was submitted.

Seminary Road: The 
sidewalk effort there shows 
the importance of timely dis-
closure.  The city submitted a 
grant application to complete 
a quarter mile of sidewalk for 
$1.4 million – $800,000 from 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation – in Oct. 2019, 
shortly after the infamous 4-3 
road diet vote. VDOT wisely 

denied the application as an 
inappropriate use of grant 
funding, demonstrating the 
importance of public input.

These examples give a 
sense of how serious this 
issue is, and why full pub-
lic disclosure, followed by a 
docket item at a public hear-
ing, are necessary before the 
city submits a grant.

The writer is Representative 
of Area 8 of the Seminary 

Hill Association
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Weekly Words

SELF-DENIAL by Parker Higgins and Ross Trudeau, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
JOANLEE F. BURRIER (89), of Alexandria, Dec. 17, 2020
RAY COBEAN (90), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 18, 2020
FLORE COLANTUONI (93), of Alexandria, Dec. 27, 2020
LAUREL J. CONNER (74), of Alexandria, Dec. 19, 2020
ELLIS H. COON (72), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 27, 2020
JIMMY FAULKNER (69), of Alexandria, Dec. 25, 2020
TINA HAYDEN (62), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 2, 2021
JERRIE POWELL (78), of Alexandria, Dec. 19, 2020
IKE SMITH (99), of Alexandria, Dec. 15, 2020
EUGENE STEIN (92), of Alexandria, Jan. 1, 2021
PAUL TUELL (92), of Alexandria, Dec. 22, 2020
BETTY VENEY (71), of Alexandria, Dec. 11, 2020

ACROSS
1. Packed (down)
7. Soothes
12. "The Lion King" role for Beyonce
16. Calif. airport that has fog delays
19. Glacier-hiking tool
20. "Alas and ___!"
21. Remained respectable, as a 

tweet
23. *Cement made with 2.5% 

copper
25. Help out, slangily
26. Split-screen TikTok function
27. Old nutritional fig.
28. Pen sound?
29. Prefix with "directional"
30. The "D" in DJ
32. *Theme present
35. Half-___ (coffee order)
38. ___ of personality
40. Cookie with creme
41. Ruby, e.g.
42. Norse war god
44. Perrins' partner
45. Fellow
47. Official orders
51. *Painfully meshy chaps, 

perhaps
57. Shoe designer Jimmy
58. Video game sample
59. Run really fast
60. Disco ___ ("The Simpsons" 

character)

61. Canines, but not felines
62. Lavish love (on)
64. Artist Magritte
65. "Code Switch" network
67. Board presentation VIP
68. *Firmest lights
70. *Amexes used by some Native 

Americans
74. ___ of iniquity
75. Shoulder assistance org.?
76. Avian chatterbox
77. "Garfield" dog
78. Spanish hero
80. Purr-fect pet?
83. Major work
84. Swirling water
86. "Believe" singer
87. *Romeo's friend
92. Cherry brandy
94. Touch lightly
95. Before, once
96. D.C. paper
97. Ruckus
98. Speak with a croak
101. "RuPaul's ___ Race"
103. H.S. equivalency test
104. *They circle a games giant
110. Person you stan for
112. Sunburn balm
113. Tennis match units
114. Attach with a knot
116. Japanese noodle
119. Free period?

121. "Pretend I'm not here" ... and 
a hint to the two extra letters 
in each starred clue

124. Hated thing
125. Hunt like a leopard
126. Informal units for chili
127. Sunbeam
128. Reputation, in slang
129. Quaint bathroom sign
130. One may be cut from a cereal 

container

DOWN
1. As late as, briefly
2. Corrosive substance
3. List of dishes
4. Went back and forth?
5. Like some unusual pets
6. Ctrl-Alt-___
7. INDICATORS OF SHOUTING IN 

TEXTS
8. Attentive
9. "Thar be the shore!"
10. Former quarterback Steve
11. It's the limit, they say
12. Murad or Comaneci
13. Ecstasy's opposite
14. Losses of water or gas
15. They may be blocked online
16. Alabama starting point for 

civil rights marches
17. One-night stand, e.g.
18. Song such as "My Girl"

22. Rodents in forests
24. Atomic cores
28. Popular "near beer"
31. Mope
33. Lily variety
34. "The Simpsons" neighbor
35. NYSE listings
36. Adderall target, briefly
37. One may twirl torches
39. Text that may discuss yoga
43. Leonard who wrote "I Am 

Spock"
46. To this point
48. Airport carousel sight
49. Reusable bags
50. Fashionable NYC neighborhood
52. "I'm kind of impressed"
53. One into crosswords and "Star 

Trek," maybe
54. Plumbers' vehicles
55. Anger
56. Ahi, for one
61. Merchant
63. End of an ___
66. Vietnamese comfort food
68. India's capital territory
69. A pop
70. Error in tihs clue
71. "Get ___" (Chadwick Boseman 

film)
72. Like some potatoes
73. Black ___ spider
74. Tarot set

76. Bon ___ (witticism)
79. One pursuing tax dodgers
81. "A line around your thoughts," 

per Klimt
82. Crowns worn with sashes
85. "Egad!"
87. More discriminating
88. Small squabble
89. Making missteps
90. Librarian's advice
91. Nonverbal approval
93. Bank offerings, for short
99. Surgical stitch
100. Abolition target for Angela 

Davis
102. Stop saying "I'm with the 

band"?
104. Range of awareness
105. Massey of old films (A LION 

anagram)
106. Emphatic denial
107. ___ fatale
108. Lieu
109. Abbr. on a cereal container
111. Eco-conscious Seuss char-

acter
115. Alternatives to watercolors
117. Ernie's roommate
118. Paintballs, e.g.
120. Cannabis ingredient (Abbr.)
121. Photo file format
122. Snatch
123. Mind reader's claim, briefly
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AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofing, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738  Special financing for 
qualified customers.

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-

521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

WANTED TO BUY
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114.Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-313-9671 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

JOB LISTING
Civil Engineer: Inspect sites, 
ensure conformance to design 

spec & safety. Compute load 
and grad Req. water flow rates, 
tech advice re/design, const, 
modi structural repairs.
MA in Civil Eng. Req. Send 
CV to Michael & Son Inc. 
5740 General Washington Dr. 
Alexandria VA 22312.

JOB LISTING
Interior Designer: Plan, 
design, and furnish interiors, 
coordinate with architects, 
engineers & contractors, 
Drafting (CAD). layout and use 
of furnish or equip & and color 
coordin. 
B.S in Art  + 2 yrs Exp Req. 
Send CV to LLJ Home Services 
LLC 5730 General Washington 
Dr. Alexandria VA 22312 

PUBLIC NOTICE
AT&T Mobility is proposing 
to modify existing wireless 
telecommunications facilities on 
existing buildings located within 
Alexandria, Alexandria County, 
VA. Project #6121000057 
will be located at 105 North 
Union Street and will consist 
of removing and replacing 
antennas and equipment at 
a height of 49 feet on the 
86.6-foot tall building. Project 
#6121000058 will be located 
at 511 Four Mile Road and will 
consist of removing, relocating 
and installing new antennas 
and equipment at varying 
heights not to exceed 162 feet 
on the 160-foot tall building. 
Any interested party wishing to 
submit comments regarding the 
potential effects the proposed 
facility may have on any historic 
property may do so by sending 
such comments to: Project 
6121000057/6121000058 
- CR EBI Consulting, 6876 
Susquehanna Trail South, York, 
PA 17403, or via telephone at 
(978) 877-3493.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Alexandria City School 
Board will  hold an online public 
hearing on the  FY 2022 Com-
bined Funds Budget during the 
Virtual School Board Meeting on 
January 21 at 4:00 p.m. 

Public comments regarding the 
FY  2022 Combined Funds Budget 
may be submitted by noon 
January 20, 2021, in one of the 
following ways: 
• Sign up to speak at the 1/21/21 
virtual public hearing (4:00 p.m.) 
at: https://acpsweb.wufoo.com/
forms/sign up-for-the-public-
hearing-on-the-budgets/ 
• Email written comments to the  
Clerk of the Board at: 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us 
• U.S. Mail: 
Clerk of the Board, 
Alexandria City School Board  
1340 Braddock Place 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
• Telephone message:  
703-619-8316 

For more information, please 
contact the  Clerk of the Board 
at 703-619-8316 or  at the email 
listed above.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
JANUARY 2021

The item described below will 
be heard by the City Council on 
the date and time listed below.  
NOTICE:  Some of the items 
listed below may be placed on a 
consent calendar. A consent item 
will be approved at the beginning 
of the meeting without discus-
sion unless someone asks that it 
be taken off the consent calen-
dar and considered separately. 
For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 2021
PUBLIC HEARING – 9:30 AM

Due to the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic emergency, the January 5, 
2021 meeting of the Planning 
Commission and the January 23, 
2021 meeting of the City Council 
are being held electronically pur-
suant to Virginia Code Section 
2.2-3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity 
of Government ordinance adopt-
ed by the City Council on June 

20, 2020 or Section 4-0.01(g) in 
HB29 and HB30, enacted by the 
2020 Virginia General Assembly 
(Virginia Acts of Assembly Ch. 
1283 and 1289), to undertake 
essential business. All of the 
members of the respective public 
bodies and staff are participating 
from remote locations through 
Zoom Webinar. These meetings 
are being held electronically, 
unless a determination is made 
that it is safe enough for the 
meetings to be held in person 
in the City Council Chamber 
at 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
VA. Electronic access will be 
provided in either event. The 
meetings can be accessed by the 
public through: Zoom hyperlink 
(below), broadcasted live on the 
government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
Planning Commis-
sion Public Hearing:
The Webinar will open at 6:30 
PM to allow individuals to 
join while the Planning Com-
mission hearing will begin 
at approximately 7:00 PM.

URL: https://zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_hKE1Lb-
FQQDOesWOYs1i8Kg

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 929 0455 9682
Password: 022300
 
City Council Public Hearing:
URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_SN-RVTIs-
QdSeF7Y05erFJQ
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 993 4403 9768
Password: 664124
 
Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Planning & Zoning staff at 
PlanComm@alexandriava.gov 
for the Planning Commission 
hearing, to the City Clerk at 
Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov 
for the City Council hearing, 
or make public comments 
through the conference call 
on the day of either hearing.
For reasonable disability accom-

Classifieds
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modation for the Planning Com-
mission hearing, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virgin-
ia Relay 711. For reasonable 
disability accommodation for 
the City Council hearing, please 
call the City Clerk and Clerk of 
Council's Office at 703.746.4550 
(TTY/TDD 838-5056). We 
request that you provide a 48-
hour notice so that the proper 
arrangements may be made.

In accordance with Virginia State 
Code Section 15.2-2006, the fol-
lowing is the second publication 
of notice of a request for a Vaca-
tion of public right-of-way. The 
item described below was previ-
ously advertised on December 24, 
2020 in the “Classified Legal Ad” 
section of the Alexandria Times:

THE FOLLOWING ITEM 
WILL BE HEARD BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL ONLY:

Master Plan Amend-
ment #2020-00008
Rezoning #2020-00004
Development Special Use 
Permit #2020-10027
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2020-00076
Vacation #2020-00004
1352, 1356, 1360, and 1362 
Madison Street; 711, 715, 719, 
and 727 North West Street; 1319, 
1321, 1323, 1325, 1327, and 1329 
Wythe Street - Braddock West
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for: (A) Amendments to 
the Braddock Road Metro Station 
Small Area Plan Chapter of the 
Master Plan through updates to the 
Development Site Map, Develop-
ment and Land Use tables in the 
Braddock Metro Neighborhood 
Plan Overlay, and the Development 
Framework Map and Land Use and 
Development tables in the Braddock 
East Master Plan Overlay; (B) 
amendment to the official zoning 
map to change the zone for the site 
from RB to OCH; (C) a Develop-
ment Special Use Permit and site 
plan with modifications to con-
struct a 180-unit multifamily build-
ing with ground-floor commercial 
uses, including special use permits 
to increase the floor area ratio to 
3.0 in the OCH zone, the utilization 
of Section 7-700 for bonus density 
and height for the provision of 

affordable housing, for a parking 
reduction for residential and com-
mercial uses, to allow a restaurant, 
retail shopping or personal service 
establishments on a lot which does 
not include office buildings, pro-
vided such use supports and serves 
office uses in the immediate zoned 
area, and a fraternal or private 
club; (D) a Special Use Permit for a 
Transportation Management Plan 
(tier two); and (E) the Vacation 
of two public alleys serving the 
site; zoned RB/Townhouse.
Applicant: West Street Acqui-
sitions, LLC, represented by 
Jonathan P. Rak, attorney; City 
of Alexandria (portions of the 
Master Plan Amendment only)

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

The Board of Architectural Review 
(BAR) will hold an Electronic Pub-
lic Hearing on THURSDAY, Janu-
ary 21, 2021 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
to review the following item(s):

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the January 21, 2021 
meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2 3708.2(A)(3), 
the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on June 20, 2020 or Sec-
tions 4-0.01(g) in HB29 and HB30, 
enacted by the 2020 Virginia 
General Assembly (Virginia Acts 
of Assembly Ch. 1283 and 1289), 
to undertake essential business. 
BAR board members and staff are 
participating from remote loca-
tions through Zoom Webinar. This 
meeting is being held electron-
ically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meeting to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meeting can be accessed 
by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

URL: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_Lf-
b2CNYaSOqmqz-A3G5xww 

*The Board of Architectur-
al Review Hearing will start 
at 7:00 p.m., while the Zoom 
Webinar will become avail-
able to join at 6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 914 1922 5720
Password:  265411

Public comments will be 
received at the meeting. The 
public may submit comments 
in advance to Lia Niebauer at 
lia.niebauer@alexandriava.
gov or make public comments 
through the conference call 
on the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning 
& Zoning at 703.746.4666 or 
visit alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2020-00307 OHAD
Request to install small cell 
facility on a new standalone pole 
adjacent to 1 Prince Street.
Applicant: Cellco Partner-
ship dba Verizon Wireless

BAR #2020-00598 OHAD
Request to install small cell 
facility on a utility pole on 
public property adjacent to 
500 South Royal Street.
Applicant: Cellco Partner-
ship dba Verizon Wireless

BAR #2020-00025 OHAD
Request for alterations 
at 512 Queen Street.
Applicants: Todd B. Cat-
lin and Daniel W. Lee

BAR #2020-00616 OHAD
Request for partial dem-
olition/ encapsulation at 
208 South Payne Street.
Applicant: Alabama Avenue LC

BAR #2020-00615 OHAD
Request for alterations at 
208 South Payne Street.
Applicant: Alabama Avenue LC

BAR #2020-00619 OHAD
Request for partial dem-
olition/ encapsulation 
at 810 Prince Street.
Applicant: Puscheck LLC

BAR #2020-00617 OHAD
Request for alteration at 
810 Prince Street.
Applicant: Puscheck LLC

BAR #2020-00612 OHAD
Request for concept re-
view at 101 Duke Street.
Applicant: Cummings In-
vestment Associates Inc.

BAR #2020-00610 PG
Request for alterations at 
1000 Queen Street.

Applicant: Bravo Solutions

BAR #2020-00618 OHAD
Request for alterations 
at 130 Prince Street.
Applicants: Gregory Wilson 
and Kathleen Cummings

BAR #2020-00396 PG
Request for new construc-
tion at 1413 Princess Street.
Applicant: Deyi Awadallah

BAR #2020-00412 PG
Request for new construc-
tion at 1415 Princess Street.
Applicant: Deyi Awadallah

Old and Historic Alexan-
dria District (OHAD); Park-
er – Gray District (PG) 

Classifieds

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
844-947-1479

O� er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  
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703.622.5984  |  janet@janetpricehomes.com  |  janetpricehomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

Russell Road ∙ Wilton Road ∙ Muir’s Court ∙ Pendleton Street ∙ Parenham Way ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Cottingham Place ∙ 
Grove Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ East Oxford Avenue ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Buena Vista Avenue 
∙ Grove Drive ∙ Bernard Street ∙ Royal Thomas Way ∙ Arkendale Road ∙ West Braddock Road ∙ Dartmouth Road ∙ Belle Haven Road 
∙ North West Street ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Hopewell Avenue ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Kalmia 
Square ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Warrington Place ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Prince Street ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Potomac Avenue ∙ King Street ∙ Aspen 
Street ∙ South Pitt Street ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Birch Lane ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Grove Drive 

∙ Woodmont Road ∙ North Saint Asaph Street ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Golf Course Square ∙ Ludgate Drive ∙ Biscayne Drive ∙ Glendale Terrace ∙ Midday Lane ∙ Huntington Avenue 
∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Clarendon Boulevard ∙ Riverview Terrace ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ South Pitt Street ∙ Westmoreland Road ∙ Golf Course Square ∙ West Boulevard Drive ∙ 
Woodmont Road ∙ Southdown Road ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Wakefield Court ∙ Middleford Drive ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Water Street ∙ North Overlook Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Archlaw 
Drive ∙ Windsor Road ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ Shenandoah Road ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Olde Towne Court ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Danton Lane ∙ Circle Hill Road ∙ Shenandoah Road ∙ Fort 
Hunt Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Hearthstone Mews ∙ Fort Hunt Road ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Randall Court ∙ Norton Road ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ Edgehill 
Drive ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Gambrill Woods Way ∙ Randall Court ∙ Olde Towne Court ∙ Belle View Boulevard ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ East Glendale Avenue ∙ Crest Street ∙ Skyhill 
Road ∙ Foxcroft Road ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Old Towne Court ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Stanford Circle ∙ Fort Hunt Road ∙ Golf Course Square ∙ Riverton Lane ∙ Belle View 
Boulevard ∙ Kristina Ursula Court ∙ Olde Towne Road ∙ Wilkinson Place ∙ Tudor Place ∙ Tally Ho Lane ∙ Foresthill Road ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Highland Meadows Court ∙ 
Plymouth Road ∙ uke Street ∙ Saint Stephens Road ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Embry Spring Lane ∙ Schelhorn Road ∙ Mason Hill Drive ∙ Mason Hill Drive ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ North 
Washington Street ∙ North 4th Street ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Southdown Road ∙ Foresthill Road ∙ Foresthill Road ∙ Belle Rive Terrace ∙ Wood Haven Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Tally Ho 
Lane ∙ Peacock Avenue ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ South Utah Street ∙ South Quebec Street ∙ Water Street ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Gatewood 
Drive ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Mount Vernon Circle ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Potomac Avenue ∙ Duke Street ∙ Buena Vista Avenue ∙ Fort Hunt Road ∙ Sharon Chapel Road ∙ Belle 
Haven Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ North Royal Street ∙ Huntington Avenue ∙ North Fenwick Street ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ Dartmouth Road ∙ Hickory Glen Way ∙ Arkendale Road ∙  
West Braddock Road ∙ Burgundy Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Arkendale Road ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ North Pitt Street ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Hopewell Avenue ∙ Grove 
Drive ∙ Herbert Street ∙ Farrington Avenue ∙ Mount Eagle Drive ∙ Wythe Street ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Olde Towne Court ∙ North 16th Street ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Potomac 
Avenue ∙ King Street ∙ Aspen Street ∙ North Pollard Street ∙ Belle Haven Road ∙ Golf Course Square ∙ Edgehill Drive ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Fleetwood Drive ∙ Duffield Lane 
∙ Chalfonte Drive ∙ Biscayne Drive ∙ Glendale Terrace ∙ Plymouth Road ∙ Joust Lane ∙ Mayflower Drive ∙ Clarendon Boulevard ∙ Duke Street ∙ Aristotle Drive ∙ Fairfax 

Road ∙ West Boulevard Drive ∙ Baltray Circle ∙ South Fairfax Street ∙ Buchanan Street ∙ Middleford Drive ∙ Southdown Road ∙ Shenandoah Road ∙ Herbert Spring Road 
∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Chapel Street ∙ Queen Street ∙ Rucker Place ∙ North Pitt Street ∙  Edgewood Terrace ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Shenandoah Road ∙ Redwood Lane ∙ Edgehill 
Drive ∙ Randall Court ∙ Duke Street ∙ South Royal Street ∙ Norton Road ∙ Native Violet Drive ∙ Windsor Road ∙ North West Street ∙ Olde Towne Court ∙ Radcliff Road ∙ 
Hill Vale Place ∙ Belle View Boulevard ∙ Embry Spring Lane ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Gentle Lane ∙ First Street ∙ Radcliff Road ∙ Sun Up Way 
∙ South Fayette Street ∙ Foresthill Road ∙ North Taylor Street ∙ Valleywood Road ∙ Pickering Place ∙ Ivanhoe Lane ∙ South Saint Asaph Street ∙ Crystal Drive ∙ Trinity 
Drive ∙ Julia Avenue ∙ Spring Hill Farm Road ∙ Rose Petal Circle ∙ Russell Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Vernon Terrace ∙ Peacock Avenue ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Edgewood Terrace 
∙ South Fairfax Street ∙ South Fairfax Street ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Foxcroft Road ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Jackson Place ∙ Berkeley Road ∙ Burtonwood Court ∙ Vernon Terrace 
∙ Peacock Avenue ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ South Fairfax Street ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Jackson Place ∙ South Fairfax Street ∙ Berkeley Road ∙ 
Burtonwood Court ∙ Belfield Road ∙ Foxcroft Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Vernon Terrace ∙ Edgehill Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Sun Up Way ∙ North Saint Asaph 
Street ∙ Kings Cloister Circle ∙ Sapphire Court ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Keiths Lane ∙ Skyhill Road ∙ Fords Landing Way ∙ Union Street ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Landover Street ∙ South 
Pitt Street ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Fort Hunt Road ∙ Vernon Terrace ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Woodmont Road ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Crystal Drive ∙ Edgewood Drive ∙ Hunting 
Cove ∙ Mount Vernon Circle ∙ Fort Hunt Road, Southdown Road ∙ Native Violet Drive ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Sandbrook Road ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Duffield Lane 
∙ 31st Street North ∙  Mount Eagle Drive ∙ Summit Terrace ∙ Wellington Road ∙ Burtonwood Drive ∙ Windsor Road ∙ South Fairfax Street ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Belle Haven 
Road ∙ Kent Road ∙ Mount Eagle Drive ∙ Summit Terrace ∙ Randall Court ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Grove Drive ∙ Windsor Road ∙ Edgewood Terrace ∙ Duffield Lane ∙  

Chapel Street ∙ Duffield Lane ∙ Foxcroft Road ∙ Fort Hunt Road ∙ Vernon Terrace

Thankful for 26 years
of wonderful and loyal clients, friends and our great community!

2020 – A Year Like No Other!


