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Alexandria natives  
describe what Capitol 
Hill was like on Jan. 6
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Henry Rodgers was supposed 
to be in the Capitol on Jan. 6.

Rodgers, senior congres-
sional correspondent for the 
Daily Caller and an Alexandria 
native, intended to cover Con-
gress’ joint session that would 
certify President-elect Joseph 
Biden’s electoral college victory. 
However, very little about Jan. 6 
went as expected. 

Instead of starting the day 
covering the joint session, 
Rodgers got held up recording 
a T.V. appearance. Instead of 
the joint session going ahead 
as planned, members of Con-
gress were put into lockdown, 
as a mob of President Donald 
Trump’s supporters marched 
on the Capitol. Spurred on by 
comments made by the presi-
dent at a rally earlier in the day, 
rioters overwhelmed Capitol 
police and violently stormed 
the Capitol. The ensuing chaos 
left six people dead, including 
two police officers.

Watching the crowd march 
past his office, Rodgers de-
cided to run headlong into 
the mob and start filming the 
shocking scene that was un-
folding around him. The en-
ergy of the crowd shifted the 

Many ACPS minority, 
special needs students 
struggle with virtual 
learning
BY ALLISON HAGEMAN

At the Jan. 7 Alexandria School 
Board meeting, Erika Melman de-
scribed why virtual learning does 
not work for her son, an elemen-
tary aged Alexandria City Public 
Schools student with disabilities. 

He is hard of hearing and can-
not always hear or lip read the 
sometimes-delayed audio of his 
Virtual PLUS+ classes, Melman 
said. Her child’s school has tried 
various options, without suc-
cess, and so it falls to her, a single 
mom and essential worker, to be 
her son’s instructional aide. The 
months of virtual learning have 
also caused her son to lose confi-
dence, struggle to reach his goals 
and develop school avoidant be-
haviors, she said.

“The costs of virtual school-
ing for my student far outweigh 
the risks of being educated in an 
in-person setting,” Melman said. 

A recent report released by 
ACPS confirms what Melman 
told the School Board. The re-
port, compiled by ACPS’ De-
partment of Accountability and 
Research, shows that middle and 
high school students earned D’s 
and F’s in greater numbers across 

BY DENISE DUNBAR

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam (D-VA) 
was on hand Tuesday afternoon as the 
first doses of the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine were administered to Alexandria 
City Public Schools staff and teachers.

First in line for the vaccine was 
ACPS Superintendent Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings, Ed.D., who said prior to re-
ceiving the vaccine, “My job is to lead 
by example, and I can’t wait to get my 
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Alexandria City Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Gregory Hutchings Ed.D. was the first to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine alongside other ACPS administrators and teachers on Tuesday.
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Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 33 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

DEL RAY

Wonderful custom 
home in Del Ray!  
Situated on a large 
5,500 sq. ft. lot with 
plenty of off street 
parking and a detached 
studio. The home has 
a complete renovation 
with a large addition 
and the full finished 
basement. Open, 
spacious and light 
filled..this home has 5 
bedrooms, 5 baths, a family room w built ins & gas fireplace ,mudroom, 
laundry room, and finished basement with additional storage. Blocks to 
METRO, shops & restaurants.

$1,500,000 - Under Contract
STAFFORD

MOVE IN READY! Perfect for the first time home buyer or if you’re  downsizing...
This newly renovated rambler has 3 bedrooms 2 full bathrooms and it sits on approx-
imately 1/2 acre! The driveway is long and has ample parking. Convenient oversized 
storage shed for lawn equipment and gardening. The new large front deck is perfect 

for welcoming guests while practicing social distancing! 

$280,000 - Under Contract

OLD TOWN

A distinguished historic resi-
dence located in the heart of Old 
Town, Alexandria. Built in 1810 
this magnificent home had a full 
state of the art restoration with 
local builder William Cromley 
in 2012 and additional modern 
appointments more recently. This 
awe inspiring home is approx. 
4,000 finished sq ft four levels and 
features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, a 
detached two car garage with an 
alley access and a beautiful side 
yard with a private walled garden-
ing covered brick patio perfect for 
entertaining and al fresco dining!

$2,700,000 - Active
DEL RAY

Fabulous custom craftsman 
Bungalow in Del Ray with 
approximately 4,000 sq.ft  
situated on a large 6,500 
sq. ft. lot with front and 
back porches! Just minutes 
to the Braddock Street 
Metro. Open floor plan, 
spacious and light filled..this home boasts 5 bedrooms, 
4.5 bathrooms, family room with gas fireplace, gourmet 
kitchen with island, breakfast room and french doors to 
a screened in porch overlooking a beautiful level fenced 
back yard with flagstone patio and optional detached ga-
rage. Side porch entry to mudroom with shiplap & custom 
finishes, hardwood floors throughout. The lower level has 
high ceilings, spacious recreation room, bedroom with en 
suite bath and additional storage.

$1,750,000 - Under Contract 
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

APD investigating Quaker Hill shooting

City opens free COVID-19 testing kiosksMeagan Alderton elected 
new school board chair

The Alexandria Police 
Department is investigat-
ing a shooting that occurred 
Monday morning in the 1100 
block of Quaker Hill Drive 
behind Alexandria Com-
mons, according to the APD 
Twitter account.

According to police, the 
victim was shot multiple 
times around 6 a.m., before 
walking to the 7-11 at 3023 
Duke St. and calling 911. 
The victim was then trans-
ported to a local hospital, 

according to APD.
Police are also investi-

gating a carjacking that took 
place in the 3800 block of 
Florence Drive around the 
same time on Monday morn-
ing, during which a suspect 
displayed a gun, assaulted 
the victim and took their 
vehicle, according a Tweet 
from APD. Police have not 
yet confirmed whether the 
two incidents are connected.

The shooting on Mon-
day is the latest in a string of 

shots fired incidents in the 
city that intensified in sum-
mer 2020 and in early 2021. 
There were 55 shots fired in-
cidents in 2020 compared to 
37 in 2019, according to data 
released by APD. As part of 
its response to the spike in 
weapons related offenses, 
APD has executed 90 search 
warrants, resulting in 20 ar-
rests and the recovery of 17 
firearms, according to an 
APD news release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

As Alexandria and the 
rest of Virginia face a spike 
in COVID-19 cases, the city, 
Alexandria Health Depart-
ment and private testing 
company Curative launched 
free testing kiosks through-
out Alexandria, according to 
a news release.

Testing at all three ki-
osks is free, regardless of 
insurance or immigration 
status, and does not require 
government identification. 
Those who wish to receive 
a test at the kiosks will be 
asked for their insurance in-
formation if they have a pro-

vider so that health insur-
ance providers can be billed, 
according to the release.

Although appointments 
are encouraged, walk-up 
testing is also available. Ap-
pointments can be made at 

The Alexandria School 
Board selected board mem-
ber Meagan Alderton as 
chair and Veronica Nolan as 
vice chair during its virtual 
organizational meeting on 
Jan. 7., according to an Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
news release.

Alderton was voted board 
chair in a contested election 
by a 6-3 vote, defeating fellow 
board member Michelle Rief.  
Alderton will be the second 
Black female chair in the 
school district’s history, after 
Shirley Tyler served as chair 
from 1980 to 1982, according 
to ACPS.

“I am looking forward to 
working with my colleagues 
to ensure equity remains 
front and center in all our de-
cision-making, in line with 
the ACPS 2025 Strategic Plan: 

Equity for All,” Alderton said 
in an ACPS news release. “It 
is critical now more than ever 
before to ensure that we are 
serving every student and 
that opportunities are open 
to all the young people who 
live in our city.”

Alderton has experience 
working as a special educa-
tion teacher in several ACPS 
schools, including George 
Washington Middle School, 
Francis C. Hammond Middle 
School and Samuel W. Tucker 
Elementary School. She cur-
rently works for the nonprofit 
D.C. Special Education Coop-
erative.

Nolan, who has 24 years 
of education experience, was 
unopposed for the vice chair 
slot. This will be her third 
consecutive year as vice chair.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

7116 FORT HUNT ROAD · ALEXANDRIA, VA 22307 · 703.768.0234
WWW.RUI.NET/PAUL-SPRING ·   @PAULSPRINGRETIREMENTCOMMUNITY

CALL 703-768-0234 TO RESERVE YOUR UNIT TODAY!
MOVE IN NOW! ONE BEDROOM UNITS GOING QUICKLY!

ONLY 
A FEW
First Floor,  
One BRs  

left!

PURPOSEFUL LIVING

ONE 
BEDROOM
RANGING FROM 
600–645 SQ FT

UNIT 165
645 SQ FT

KITCHEN
9'X6'

BEDROOM
11'X12'

LIVING ROOM
13'X15'

DINING AREA
6'X4'

BATH

™

CRIME
SEE TESTING | 4
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WEEKLY BRIEFING
Alexandria Black History 
Museum seeks grant

Ada’s on the River 
opens on waterfront

Winter Restaurant Week 
extended to two weeks

Vice mayor runs for 
House of Delegates

The Alexandria Black His-
tory Museum is competing in 
the Virginia Association of 
Museums’ Top 10 Endangered 
Artifact competition, in the 
hopes of securing a $1,000 
grant, according to a news re-
lease. 

The Alexandria museum’s 
entry is its Moss Kendrix Col-
lection, a 41-foot assortment 
of photos, objects and other 
archival material that docu-
ment the contributions of a 
renowned mid-century Afri-

can American public relations 
specialist, according to the 
release.

Residents can support the 
Alexandria Black History Mu-
seum by voting for the Moss 
Kendrix Collection at https://
bit.ly/3i750QZ through Jan. 
20. VAM publishes an annual 
list of Virginia’s top 10 endan-
gered artifacts and honors the 
artifact with the most votes 
with a People’s Choice Award 
and a grant for $1,000.

-wschick@alextimes.com

Located along the Po-
tomac River, Ada’s on the 
River, the latest restaurant 
from Alexandria Restaurant 
Partners, opened today at 3 
Pioneer Mill Way, according 
to a news release.

Ada’s on the River is 
built around a custom 
wood-burning oven and 
draws inspiration from its 
namesake, Ada Lovelace, 
a 19th century mathema-

tician. Maryland-native 
Chef Randall Matthews’ 
menu features a selection 
wood-fired prime steaks, 
fresh seafood and vegeta-
bles dishes, according to 
the release. 

The restaurant is open 
from 4 to 10 p.m. Monday 
through Sunday. Visit www.
adasontheriver.com for 
more information.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Alexandria’s Winter 
Restaurant Week has been ex-
tended to two weeks this year 
and will take place from Jan. 22 
to Feb. 7, according to Visit Al-
exandria. As part of this event, 
a host of local restaurants will 
be offering special menus and 
deals on takeout meals. 

Kisso Asian Bistro, Pork 
Barrel BBQ and Spice Kraft 

Indian Bistro are among the 
more than 60 restaurants 
that will be offering a $49 
take out special for two. Los 
Cuates, Rus Uz and Shooter 
McGee's, along with other 
restaurants, will offer the 
same two-person specials 
but also offer $25 meal spe-
cials for one. 

-wschick@alextimes.com

Vice Mayor Elizabeth 
Bennett-Parker announced 
on Tuesday that she would 
be running as a candidate 
to represent the 45th Dis-
trict in the Virginia House 
of Delegates. 

Del. Mark Levine current-
ly represents the district but 
is running for Lieutenant 
Governor, according to a news 
release. As part of her bid for 
the House of Delegates, Ben-
nett-Parker will not run for 
re-election during the 2021 
City Council race.

Bennett-Parker, a co-lead-
er of nonprofit Together We 
Bake, was elected to City 
Council in November 2018, 
becoming the youngest 
woman elected to council 
in the city’s history. During 
her time on council, Ben-
nett-Parker also served as the 
chair of the Virginia Railway 
Express and as a member of 
the Northern Virginia Trans-
portation Commission and 
Northern Virginia Regional 
Commission.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

maidservicesinc.com

Cell and Text:  
703 629-9977

 Office:
703-560-6243

Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.

• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Bruce Elton
Owner

www.curative.com. Tests are 
sent to a lab in Washington 
D.C. and results are sent back 
to patients by email or text 
within 48 to 72 hours, accord-
ing to the release.

The three kiosks are locat-
ed at the Leonard Armstrong 
Recreation Center, 25 W. Reed 
Ave., Ben Brenman Park, 
4800 Brenman Park Drive and 
Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, 901 Wythe St. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

TESTING FROM | 3

COURTESY PHOTO
The dining area of Ada's on the River.
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit 
property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

5937 TE LEGR APH ROAD |  ALEX ANDRIA
5 Bed | 4F 2H Bath | $2,999,000

1000 DARTMOUTH ROAD |  ALEX ANDRIA
6 Bed | 4F 1H Bath | $1,349,500
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DAYNA BLUMEL 
& KERRY ADAMS

D: 703.597.2252 | K: 703.587.7841
dayna.blumel@compass.com
kerry.adams@compass.com
BlumelAdams.com

Offering Exceptional Service in 
Every Price Range

Washingtonian Top Agents 2015-2020

A private oasis with resort style grounds on 2.7 
acres. The possibilities are endless in this private 
estate. Enjoy a gourmet style eat-in kitchen, all 
season sun porch, fully finished attic, one-bedroom 
apartment above the three-car garage, outdoor 
kitchen, pool with waterfall, and firepit.

Stunning Colonial in the City of Alexandria. Enjoy 
two decks, two patios, plus a screened-in porch 
perfect for entertaining. Other features include 
separate formal living and dining rooms, great 
room, office, master suite, and fully finished lower 
level with additional bedroom suite. 

Top 9 Ski Resorts near the DMV

Looking to hit the 
slopes this winter? 
We are lucky to have 
several resorts near 
the DMV, for those 
looking to spend 
some time outside this 
winter. Washingtonian 
profiled some of the 
best in the area.

1. Wintergreen - Wintergreen, 
VA (156 miles from DC)

2. Massanutten - Massanutten, 
VA (120 miles from DC)

3. Liberty Mountain - Carroll 
Valley, PA (78 miles from DC)

4. Wisp - McHenry, MD (179 
miles from DC)

5. Whitetail 1 - Mercersburg, PA 
(89 miles from DC)

6. Blue Knob - Claysburg, PA 
(166 miles from DC)

7. Canaan Valley - Davis, 
WVa (179 miles from DC)

8. Seven Springs - Seven 
Springs, PA (193 miles from 
DC)

9.Snowshoe - Snowshoe, 
WVa (220 miles from DC)

Hello 2021! We are so glad to see you for many reasons! While we are 
welcoming in the New Year, we would like to say THANK YOU to all of 
our clients for getting us through 2020. With interest rates and inventory 
remaining low, we look forward to another competitive Spring season in the 
Alexandria real estate market. If you are planning a move this year, please 
let us know how we can help you! - Dayna and Kerry

“They went far above and beyond what anyone could expect to make sure that we got everything we wanted in our 
home sale and purchase this summer. We always felt like we were their top priority.” - Chris and Natalie
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Staff propose 10-
year flood mitigation 
plan, residents seek 
urgency
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City Council voted to defer 
an initial vote on city staff’s 
10-year flood mitigation 
plan, which includes a 100% 
increase in the stormwater 
utility fee, during Tuesday’s 
legislative meeting.

Department of Transpor-
tation and Environmental 
Services staff came before 
council to recommend an ini-
tial reading of an ordinance 
that features an ambitious 
10-year, $283.8 million flood 
mitigation plan, with the in-
tent of docketing the item for 
a final vote during the Jan. 23 
public hearing.

Instead, council voted to 
delay its initial vote on the or-
dinance until the Jan. 26 leg-
islative meeting and a final 
vote until the Feb. 20 public 
hearing to allow for addition-
al discussion between council 
and the community.

Staff’s recommended fee 
increase, which would raise 
the stormwater utility from 
$140 to $280, comes amid an 
ongoing community discus-
sion around the city’s flood 
mitigation efforts and its re-
sponse to a series of flooding 
events that have hit the city 
in recent years.

According to staff, 2020 
was the seventh wettest 
year on record for the re-
gion. Flash flooding events 
took place on July 23, 2020 
and Sept. 10, 2020, leaving 
some residents struggling 
to bail water out of rap-
idly-flooding basements, 
backyards and cars.

Residents have acknowl-
edged the role of global 
warming in increasingly 
intense weather events but 
have laid the blame for the 

flooding largely at the city’s 
feet. They point to outdated, 
overwhelmed infrastructure 
as the reason neighborhoods 
including Parkfairfax, Rose-
mont and Del Ray have faced 
such intense flooding in re-
cent years.

“That the city has failed 
in its fundamental respon-
sibility to protect and pre-
serve property, health and 
life is indisputable,” resident 
George Demetriades said. 
“After all, for more than a 
decade, the city has failed 
to clean and maintain the 
drains, even as they forecast-
ed more frequent and heavier 
rains and the capacity issues 
we’re dealing with today.”

In his comments to coun-
cil, Del Ray resident Marc 
Jarsulic explained that re-
cent flooding in his neigh-
borhood resulted in an over-
flowing storm drain near 
his house, which sent water 
cascading through his base-
ment and created a sink hole 
in his backyard.

“The city’s only materi-
al response so far has been 
to place a large traffic cone 
in the sink hole in our back 
yard, perhaps as an acknowl-
edgement of the risk to our 
children posed by a hole in 
the ground which has a jag-
ged, rusted out iron grate at 
the bottom,” Jarsulic said.

He and his neighbors have 
already paid for thousands of 
dollars in repairs, Jarsulic said.

The plan proposed by 
staff is in response to coun-
cil’s direction in November 
2020 that the city pursue an 
“aggressive” flood mitiga-
tion strategy, Director of the 
Department of T&ES Yon 
Lambert said. The plan pre-
sented to council represents 
the findings and recommen-
dations of an interdepart-

Council delays 
stormwater fee vote

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

January 28
Homes

February 4
Finance

February 4
Port City Flavor SEE COUNCIL | 9
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Always Alexandria
If you're looking to remodel a kitchen, add a bathroom, finish 
a basement, or build an addition, our proprietary CaseStudy‰

process delivers all of the information you need to make the 
best decisions for your own unique project. We'll virtually 
collaborate on ideas, develop three unique design options - 
with your dream design virtually rendered in 3D - and include 
budgeting information and timelines. Visit CaseDesign.com
to set a virtual appointment or to learn more. 

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Alexandria Design  
Studio Now Open
We’re thrilled to open our 4th design studio
at the corner of Washington and King.
Because during these times,
home is more important than ever. 
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Models Open | Alexandria Times | Eight-page 4C: 5.5" x 2.5"

OLD TOWN

Tour Our New Models
We are here for you and your loved ones.  
Visit Sunrise of Old Town for a one-on-one tour  
of our brand new models. You’ll get a sneak  
peek of our community’s amenities, activities, 
and dining program. We look forward to sharing 
our personalized approach to assisted living  
and memory care, coming to Alexandria in the  
spring of 2021.

703-454-9900 | SunriseOldTown.com/Times

CONTACT US  
TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

PERSONAL TOUR

© 2020 Sunrise Senior Living

58720156-061-Sunrise_Old_Town_Print_Media_Ads_MODELS_OPEN_hz3.indd   5 11/2/20   1:39 PM

closer it got to the Capitol, 
as chants of “USA” devolved 
into violent, expletive laden 
shouts, Rodgers said.

“What I saw was the most 
horrific and vile stuff that 
I’ve ever seen in my entire 
life,” Rodgers said.

“I saw that there was 
this group of probably 50 to 
100 people combating with 
the police, trying to break 
through a police line,” Rod-
gers continued. “Then I fi-
nally witnessed that police 
line break and [the rioters] 
make it onto the Capitol 
steps and then [try] to make 
their way inside. That was 
when I was like, ‘This is ter-
rifying.’”

The videos Rodgers shot 
for the Daily Caller depict a 
chaotic scene. He had been 
hit with tear gas that Capi-
tol police had shot into the 
crowd and disoriented by the 
smoke bombs and pepper 
spray that rioters were firing 

back at police officers.
When the rioters finally 

breached the police line and 
stormed the Capitol, Rodgers 
said his stomach dropped. He 
said he never thought that ri-
oters could make it into the 
Capitol, considering the re-
sponse from Capitol police and 
the National Guard at protests 
he had covered in the past.

“I don’t think [the police] 
were prepared for this many 
people, and I don’t [think] 
they thought they were actu-
ally going to storm into the 
Capitol,” Rodgers said. “… 
They should have been more 
prepared.”

The D.C. Capitol Police’s 
response has been called into 
question in the days since Jan. 
6, leading to former Capitol 
Police Chief Steven Sund’s 
resignation and the suspen-
sion of two officers for their 
behavior during the riot.

Once a part of the mob en-
tered the Capitol, Rodgers left 
the scene and started reaching 
out to members of Congress, 

Congressional staffers, fellow 
reporters and other contacts 
who were in a state of lock-
down inside the Capitol. Both 
the House and Senate sessions 
had been put on pause, as Vice 
President Mike Pence and 
members of Congress were es-
corted elsewhere.

Amid the chaos, many 
people couldn’t even tell Rod-
gers where they were locat-
ed. Some people were hiding 
under tables, scared for their 
lives, unsure what the mob 
would do once it breached the 
Capitol, Rodgers said.

Another Alexandria na-
tive, Sam Cloud, was also 
caught up in the chaos that 
erupted Jan. 6, although he 
was not in the Capitol build-
ing. Cloud, a staffer for a Re-
publican congressman, was 
in his congressman's office 
in the Rayburn House Office 
Building as the mob marched 
on the Capitol. Cloud was 
monitoring both the House 
and Senate sessions on 
CSPAN when he started to get 

texts from fellow staffers that 
the mob of Trump support-
ers was marching to the seat 
of American Congressional 
power.

“Next thing I know – I’ll 
never forget it – I was watch-
ing the Senate at the time 
and Sen. [James] Lankford [R] 
from Oklahoma was giving 
his remarks and there seemed 
to be some commotion be-
hind him,” Cloud said. “They 
ended up gaveling out and 
Lankford’s staffer ran right 
up to him and his mic was still 
hot. He said something like, 
‘They’ve gotten in the build-
ing.’ At that point, I was like, 
‘Woah, what did I just hear?’”

Cloud and his fellow 
staffers quickly turned their 
attention to the House and 
attempted to get in con-
tact with their representa-
tive. For a short time, Cloud 
said he lost communication 
completely with his boss, as 
members of the House were 
escorted into offices and put 
under lockdown.

For Cloud, the rest of the 
day was largely experienced 
through his phone screen. 
Locked safely in his office, so-
cial media and texts became 
his window into the Capitol. 
Through it all, Cloud, like a lot 
of Americans, was left wonder-
ing, “How could this happen?”

“[There were] just a lot of 
looks of, ‘Is this really hap-
pening?’” Cloud said. “Joint 
sessions are usually when 
there’s the most security on 
the hill, especially when the 
vice president’s there. … It 

was really weird to see that 
something like this could 
happen so quickly during 
this type of joint session.”

It was only around 5 p.m. 
on Jan. 6 that the D.C. Nation-
al Guard and FBI SWAT were 
deployed to the Capitol, with 
CNN reporting that Pence 
played a key role in the de-
ployment, not the president. 

According to Cloud, Con-
gressional staffers have been 
frustrated and disappointed in 
the preemptive steps that were 
taken to mitigate the threat 
posed by the rioters, a threat 
that staff was aware of in the 
days leading up to Jan. 6.

“… A lot of staffers are up-
set because we knew that this 
rally and march was going to 
happen,” Cloud said. “They 
had sent emails to us Monday 
and Tuesday advising offic-
es not to come to work if you 
don’t have to, to not let any-
one in the building or if you 
see anything suspicious to let 
Capitol police know. So, to see 
the fence go up the next day 
it was like, ‘Where was that?’”

Despite the red flags, Cloud 
decided to come in to work on 
Jan. 6 because of his passion 
for the job and the importance 
of the joint session.

“I like my job, I love what I 
do, and I knew that was going 
to be a pretty important day,” 
Cloud said.

The events on Jan. 6 have 
left their mark on those who 
experienced them firsthand. 
For those like Cloud who 
were trapped in lockdown 
last week and those like Rod-
gers who were caught in the 
mob, the shock and fear of 
the day still linger. 

“For me, I’m definitely still 
in shock and not wanting to 
feverishly dramatize every-
thing I saw that day but also 
condemn it and work to make 
sure it never happens again,” 
Cloud said. “That has no place 
in our democracy and, as a 
Hill staffer, I never thought 
when I graduated college that 
I would see something like 
that play out.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

I saw that there was this group of 
probably 50 to 100 people combating 

with the police, trying to break through 
a police line. Then I finally witnessed 
that police line break and [the rioters] 
make it onto the Capitol steps and then 
trying to make their way inside. That was 
when I was like, ‘This is terrifying.’”

– Henry Rodgers, 
senior congressional correspondent, Daily Caller

CAPITOL HILL FROM | 1
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mental flood task force that 
conducted extensive com-
munity outreach and for-
mulated solutions over a six-
week period. 

Staff’s plan involves a four-
pronged approach with bud-
get, program, legislative and 
communication recommenda-
tions. The plan prioritizes 11 
large-scale capacity projects, 
which were initially identified 
in the comprehensive City of 
Alexandria Storm Sewer Ca-
pacity Analysis. Designs for 
the first projects would be 
completed as early as 2022 
and extend through 2031 and 
would take place alongside 
more localized spot improve-
ment projects.

Residents expressed con-
cerns that the plan focuses 
more on large-scale projects 
than addressing small-scale 
neighborhood issues.

“I urge all of you to remain 
dually focused not just on 
long-term solutions but de-
veloping and funding local-
ized solutions even if they’re 
only temporary,” resident 
Catherine Finley said. “To 
focus solely on these long-
term capacity enhancements 
will result in neighborhoods 
and homes flooding every 
year, possibly multiple times 
per year, while you raise re-
sources and implement the 
projects.”

These smaller scale, 
less expensive projects are 
meant to address neighbor-
hood-specific flooding is-
sues and staff hopes these 
projects will address the 
community’s call for urgen-
cy, Lambert said.

“They complement the 
larger capacity projects,” 
Lambert said. “In some cas-
es, they may be all that’s 
needed, but in other cas-
es it’s going to need to be a 
combination of a localized 
improvement and a larger 
capacity project that need to 
work together in tandem.”

The fee increase itself is 
part of a more comprehen-

sive budgetary solution to 
fund these projects.

The proposed plan would 
increase capacity project 
funding from $19 million 
for three projects in the 
current 10-year stormwater 
plan to $170 million over 
10 years for 11 projects, ac-
cording to Lambert. Spot 
project funding would also 
increase from $500,000 per 
year, enough for three to 
five projects, to $2.5 million 
per year, enough for eight to 
11 projects.

Stream and channel 
maintenance funding would 
increase from $500,000 per 
year to $900,000 per year, 
and state of good repair 
funding would increase from 
$1 million per year to $2.5 
million per year. Staff also 
proposed a new pilot grant 
program that would require 
$750,000 per year, according 
to the staff presentation.

Lambert pointed out that 
the previous plan prioritized 
the city’s state-mandated 
clean water quality initia-
tives – the previous plan 
dedicated $51 million to wa-
ter quality and $19 million 
to capacity projects. The 
proposed plan would shift 
the funding balance toward 
capacity projects, reducing 
water quality funding to $17 
million and increasing quan-
tity project funding to $170 
million over 10 years.

“This approach is a dra-
matic reshuffling of how we 
would be approaching [those 
projects],” Lambert said.

Thirteen residents spoke 
at Tuesday night’s legisla-
tive meeting, with the ma-
jority commenting on the 
proposed fee increase and 
flood mitigation plan. Most 
speakers did not contest the 
need for a fee increase but 
criticized the city’s use of 
the fee in the past.

“I’ll pay the additional fee 
as long as it doesn’t go into the 
same system that didn’t give 
us a fair share of the first fee,” 
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne said.

“I’m willing to help pay 

for it – I’m impacted daily – 
but I do want to feel assured 
that a large increase in fees 
will be spent appropriately,” 
Jim Burkhart, a resident who 
spent Christmas Eve allevi-
ating flooding near his prop-
erty, said.

Councilor John Chapman 
remained concerned that 
staff had not effectively com-
municated with residents 
how the increased stormwa-
ter would be used and how 
it has been used in the past, 
which has led to tensions and 
general lack of trust around 
the process.

Chapman proposed a 
draft resolution that would 
create a citizen adviso-
ry group with the stated 
goal of providing oversight 
around recommended fees 
and stormwater plans.

“I think we do need an es-
tablished advisory commit-
tee to keep a laser like focus 
on flooding,” Chapman said.

The majority of council 
expressed support for Chap-
man’s resolution and his 
desire to delay a vote on the 
plan until such a group has 
been established and more 

community outreach and 
council discussion has been 
conducted.

Jackson made a motion, 
seconded by Councilor Mo 
Seifeldein, to defer first 
reading of the ordinance 
and Chapman’s resolution 
until the Jan. 26 legislative 
meeting to allow for fur-
ther council consideration. 
Final consideration would 
be scheduled for the Feb. 20 
public hearing, ahead of bud-
get discussion on the storm-
water plan.

Mayor Justin Wilson 
urged council to provide 
City Manager Mark Jinks 
with direction regarding 

the fee cost and consider 
deferring a decision until 
the budget public hearing in 
March so that there is more 
time for public input and 
the city manager can oper-
ate with knowledge of coun-
cil’s decision going into his 
budget calculations.

Jackson’s motion ulti-
mately passed 6-1, with Wil-
son the sole vote in opposi-
tion. In delaying the vote, 
council did not mandate 
that staff conduct addition-
al public input sessions, but 
staff will move forward with 
several already scheduled 
community outreach efforts. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WHAT?(( ))

Didn’t buy those 
flamingo slippers?

Don’t worry. Turn your debit card off if you 
suspect someone else is using it, then back on 
when you know everything’s okay. Yours with all 
personal checking accounts.

Learn more and open your account at 
AtlanticUnionBank.com  |  800.990.4828

Member FDIC
Disabling your card is not a replacement for contacting us to report your card 
lost, stolen or if you suspect fraud.

They complement the larger 
capacity projects. In some cases, 

they may be all that’s needed, but in 
other cases it’s going to need to be a 
combination of a localized improvement 
and a larger capacity project that 
need to work together in tandem.”

– Yon Lambert,
 director, Department of T&ES

COUNCIL FROM | 6
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all demographic groups in the 
first quarter of the 2020-21 
school year compared to first 
quarter of the 2019-20 school 
year.

The data shows the vul-
nerable student groups that 
were struggling in ACPS be-
fore the pandemic have been 
most negatively impacted by 
the shift to virtual learning. 
The research concludes that 
minority and special pro-
grams students at the second-
ary level are failing at higher 
rates than their peers, and at 
significantly greater numbers 
than in the prior year.

The decline is more signifi-
cant at the middle school level 
than in high school. The data 
corroborates anecdotal evi-
dence that younger children 
are struggling the most with 
virtual only learning. For in-
stance, 39% of middle school 
special needs students earned 
D’s and F’s in Q1 2020-21, com-
pared to 23% the prior year.

“I am concerned,” Patrick 
Henry K-8 School Principal 
Ingrid Byrum said. “However, 
as are all of my colleagues. The 
data did go down for our sec-
ondary students, but we are in 
a pandemic. .... Virtual learn-
ing is new to us. We knew that 
we were going to eventually 
have some decreases.”

ACPS Superintendent Dr. 
Gregory Hutchings Ed.D. 
recently proposed a budget 
that aims to make up for 
pandemic education loss by 
2025, and racial equity is at 
the heart of these plans.

Still, Hispanic, Black and 
English learner students 
have been disproportionate-
ly impacted by virtual learn-
ing, widening already exist-
ing achievement gaps in the 
school division.

At the middle school lev-
el, the percentage of Hispanic 
students receiving D’s and F’s 
increased to 41% in Q1 2020-
21 compared with 21% in Q1 

7-Day Average COVID-19 PCR Positivity Rate in Alexandria
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Give it 
a Shot!

Wear a mask.

#VaxALX

Protect Yourself & Your Community.
The Alexandria Times encourages all 
residents to get the COVID-19 
vaccine when available.
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2019-20. Meanwhile, 46% of 
ACPS middle school English 
learners earned D’S and F’s 
in Q1 2020-21 compared with 
25% the prior year, according 
to the report. 

The percentage of middle 
school Black students earn-
ing D’s and F’s in Q1 2020-
21 almost doubled from that 
timeframe the prior year, ris-
ing to 28% from 15%.

While secondary lev-
el Asian and white students 
also experienced a decline in 
academic performance from 
last school year to this, they 
started from a baseline of sig-
nificantly fewer D’s and F’s. 
Middle school Asian students 
earned D’s and F’s at twice the 
rate in Q1 2020-21 as in 2019-
20 – 16% compared to 8% – 
while white students’ rate of 
D’s and F’s rose from 5% to 8%.

High school students ex-
perienced similar trends, 
according to the report. The 
percentage of F’s for all high 

school students increased 
from 13% in 2019-20 to 21% 
in 2020-21, though A’s actu-
ally rose slightly as well, ris-
ing by 1%, from 38% to 39% 
over the same period.

“We absolutely did align 
with national trends in terms 
of seeing increases in those D’s 
and F’s, and which we know is 
a national conversation based 
on the impact of this pandem-
ic,” Clinton Page, ACPS chief 
of accountability, said. 

Since the results have been 
released, ACPS administra-
tors have responded with an 
individualized approach for 
each student and school in the 
district. For example, Patrick 
Henry staff started meeting 
with each student who was 
failing and offering tutoring, 
mentor programs and study 
halls, according to Bynum.

“We want parents to un-
derstand and know that we 
are in their corner,” Byrum 
said. “We are working very 
hard to ensure that our chil-
dren are going to do better, 

and we're committed to mak-
ing sure that our children are 
achieving at high levels.”

These options do not al-
ways help with academic 
achievement for all students, 
particularly the diverse 
needs of students with dis-
abilities. 

Hakan Ozsancak, who 
has two children in ACPS 
including one with disabili-
ties, remains positive toward 
teachers and principals but 
critical of the administration’s 
response. The data shows a 
correlation between grades 
decreasing and virtual-only 
learning and there has been a 
lack of dialogue from the ACPS 
administration, according to 
Ozsancak.

“As a parent of a special 
needs child, I’m really disap-
pointed in Dr. Hutchings and 
his team and how he’s treat-
ed us and how he treated our 
children. I think they deserve 
better,” Ozsancak said. 

The report confirms what 
many, parent activists and 
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educators alike, suspected: 
The academic performance 
of ACPS secondary students 
across all demographic groups 
has dropped significantly with 
virtual-only learning and ex-
isting inequities have wors-
ened during the pandemic.

Page said that ACPS staff 
nonetheless remain hopeful 

that the new proposed bud-
get by Hutchings will help 
end the inequities caused by 
the pandemic by 2025.

“For us as educators mov-
ing forward, we have to focus 
on how we think differently 
to truly get at the root causes 
of these issues,” Page said.

-ahageman@alextimes.com
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vaccine today. I’m so thank-
ful that we have our nurse 
here today, Nurse Desmond, 
who I adore and appreciate 
and hope that she’s going to 
be gentle with me.”

Hutchings received his 
vaccine without incident and 

was followed by T.C. Williams 
High School math teacher 
Danielle Thorne, who was 
the first person to sign up for 
the vaccine within ACPS.

Northam, who is a pe-
diatric neurologist, offered 
praise for all involved in the 
vaccine campaign.

“This has really been a 

team effort. … The hope, the 
light at the end of this long, 
dark tunnel is our vaccine,” 
Northam said. “It’s really 
good to see everybody here: 
the doctors … the nurses, the 
healthcare workers, the re-
serve corps. Everybody who’s 
stepped up and said, ‘You 
know what, we’re going to 
be part of the solution to put 
this vaccine in people’s arms 
and finally put this pandemic 
behind us.’”

The vaccination cam-
paign at ACPS began after 
Northam announced last 
week that select health 
districts in Virginia would 
move to Phase 1b of vacci-
nations on Monday. Teach-
ers and school staff, along 
with police officers and oth-
er essential workers, are el-
igible to receive the vaccine 
in this phase. Alexandria, 
as well as fellow Northern 
Virginia jurisdictions Ar-
lington and Fairfax, were 
included in this stage of the 
vaccine rollout.

Hutchings set a festive 
tone for the kickoff in his 
brief remarks.

“This is probably one of 
the best days I’ve had since 
this COVID-19 hit March 13,” 
Hutchings said. “… [This is] 
a huge celebratory event and 
the reason for that is now 
we’re going to be able to get 
our staff vaccinated and get 
some sense of normalcy back 
into our schools.”

The proceedings were 
kicked off by Mayor Jus-
tin Wilson, and Alexandria 
Health Department Direc-
tor Dr. Stephen Haering also 
took part in the proceedings.

The vaccine event took 
place as the Virginia De-
partment of Health con-
firmed a record number of 
new COVID-19 cases. Vir-
ginia experienced a spike 
of 5,798 new cases on Sat-
urday, and the state sits at 
a total of 407,947 confirmed 
and probable cases, accord-
ing to VDH. Alexandria has 
a cumulative count of 8,248 
cases as of Tuesday, and ex-
perienced a record-break-
ing spike of 168 new cases 
on Saturday, according to 
VDH.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

PHOTOS/ACPS
Left: T.C. Williams math teacher Danielle Thorne was the first ACPS employee to sign up for the vaccine.
Right: Stickers reading "I got my COVID-19 vaccine!" were distributed to those who were inoculated on Tuesday.

We'd love to see 
pictures of you or 
your loved ones 

getting the COVID-19 
vaccine! Tag us 
on Instagram or 

Facebook.

Subscribe to 
Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get 
your news delivered 
to your email 
Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-
e-edition

Want to get 
your news 

a day before 
everyone else?
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PHOTO/ ACPS
COVID-19 prevention precautions were in place at T.C. Williams 
High School on Tuesday as people gathered to be vaccinated.
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LET’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

LIVE  ON YOUR OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living 
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the 
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents, 
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to 
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your 
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic 
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you 
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern 
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.

Inova discusses rezoning current hospital site
Residents cite con-
cerns about potential 
traffic and density 
problems
BY WILL SCHICK

Representatives from 
Inova Alexandria Hospital 
hosted a community meet-
ing via Zoom on Jan. 6 to 
discuss rezoning the hospi-
tal’s current Seminary Road 
location in advance of the 
redevelopment of Landmark 
Mall, which will include a 
new Inova hospital campus.

The meeting came as part 
of a series of virtual commu-
nity forums hosted by the 
City of Alexandria, developer 
Foulger-Pratt and represen-
tatives from Inova regarding 
the health care provider’s 
proposed $1 billion invest-
ment in the redevelopment 
of Landmark Mall.

Located on the city’s 

West End, the new facility 
will feature a 230-bed hos-
pital with a fully operable 
cancer treatment center and 
will also be certified as a lev-
el two trauma center. Once 
completed, the hospital 
would become one of three 
level- two trauma centers in 
Virginia. 

According to Dr. Rena 
Bansal, president of Inova 
Alexandria Hospital, “any 
complex trauma cases are 
[currently] taken outside of 
Alexandria either to G.W. 
[George Washington Univer-
sity Medical Center in down-
town Washington D.C.] or 
Inova Fairfax Hospital.” 

The move, however, pos-
es the question of what to do 
about the current property. 
According to Cathy Puskar, 
the land-use attorney rep-
resenting Inova, the hospi-
tal must sell the property 

to developers to fund their 
proposed redevelopment of 
Landmark Mall.

"This is a critical financial 
component of Inova's ability 
to construct the project at 
Landmark Mall," Puskar said. 

At the meeting, Ino-
va proposed that the city 
consider rezoning the site 
for residential use, allow-
ing for the construction of 
more dense housing to in-

clude townhomes, which 
would potentially enable 
Inova to secure a higher bid 
for the property. The site is 
currently zoned strictly to 
enable the building of sin-
gle-family homes, accord-
ing to Puskar.

Attendees, who posed 
their questions in advance 
or via virtual chat, present-
ed concerns with this rezon-
ing plan. Some stated they 

were worried that the new 
zoning would also allow for 
the building of multi-family 
housing units, such as con-
dos, in addition to town-
homes. Developments such 
as this, they added, could 
lead to problems with over-
crowding at nearby schools 
or increased traffic in the 
surrounding area.

Townhouses and single-
family homes are one thing 

but large apartment buildings … 
that is a concern down the road 
with this immediate re-zoning.”

– Carter Flemming, 
president, Seminary Hill Association

SEE INOVA | 14
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“One of the categories 
that [the proposed rezon-
ing plan] seems to allow 
under the permitted uses is 
multi-family buildings such 
as Fox Chase … and I think 
that would be an issue to the 
neighborhood,” Carter Flem-
ming, president of the Sem-
inary Hill Association, said. 

“Townhouses and sin-
gle-family homes are one 
thing but large apartment 
buildings … that is a concern 
down the road with this im-
mediate re-zoning,” Flem-
ming added.

Resident Amanda Kelley 
raised concerns about how 
the rezoning would affect 
school crowding. 

“As someone who lives on 
the west side and has children 
who go to school on the west 
side, I am aware that schools 
on the west side are already 
crowded,” Kelley said. “How 
do you expect forcing more 
kids into the schools into the 
west side will work? Do you 
have a plan?”

Some residents raised 
concerns around traffic and 
how the rezoned proper-
ty could result in untenable 
amounts of vehicle traffic in 
the area.

“With the increase of 
traffic in residential housing 
units in the area, I don’t be-
lieve this current traffic pat-
tern can handle the traffic,” 
resident John Allen said.

Based on findings from 

transportation consultant 
Wells and Associates, Pus-
kar argued the hospital’s 
move would have the op-
posite effect, reducing the 
number of cars coming into 
and out of the area during 
peak hours.

“[They concluded] that 
the weekday average daily 
trips in and out of the hos-
pital from the property in 
the morning will decrease 
by over 2,500 trips … and 
in the a.m. and p.m. peak 
hours you will see a reduc-
tion of trips in and out of 
the hospital by about 329 
trips,” Puskar said.

John Gary Bantam, an-
other resident and attendee, 
asked whether the city would 
require a traffic study that 
will compare current traffic 
patterns and those from the 
proposed redeveloped site. 
According to Puskar, the 
current proposal for rede-
velopment would not impact 
traffic and, thus, would not 
require a city-mandated traf-
fic analysis.

One attendee brought up 
the current 25-year agree-
ment between Inova and 
the community not to ask 
for rezoning until 2027. The 
hospital would not move un-
til 2028 when the rezoning 
would take effect, Puskar 
said.

Others expressed con-
cerns with how the scenic 
easements located along 
the western end of the prop-
erty would disappear under 

the current plan. Previous 
agreements between the 
hospital and the communi-
ty in 2002 and 2005 created 
scenic easements to obscure 
the hospital’s infrastruc-
ture, including its parking 
lots, from the surrounding 
neighborhood. These scenic 
easements will disappear 
in 2028 when the hospital 
moves. 

“Open space easements 
shall terminate 50 years 
from the date of approval or 
at such time any hospital use 
or nursing home use on the 
property ceases to exist,” ac-
cording to the agreement.

Some attendees argued 
that Inova should consid-
er donating the property to 
the city or using the space 
to build affordable housing. 
Puskar flatly rebuffed these 
ideas. 

“I’m not sure what the 
sentiment is that [Inova] 
should be giving it to the 
city for [a] high school or an 
affordable housing provid-
er when they’re making a $1 
billion investment in Land-
mark Mall,” Puskar said.

Puskar, however, agreed 
to reexamine the rezoning 
proposal. Inova will consid-
er modifying the rezoning 
proposal to include anoth-
er use that would explicitly 
prohibit the construction of 
multi-family housing while 
still allowing for the con-
struction of townhomes, 
according to Puskar.

-wschick@alextimes.com

[They concluded] that the weekday 
average daily trips in and out of 

the hospital from the property in the 
morning will decrease by over 2,500 trips 
… and in the a.m. and p.m. peak hours 
you will see a reduction of trips in and 
out of the hospital by about 329 trips.”

–Cathy Puskar, 
land-use attorney

INOVA FROM | 13
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Peppermint Patty is as sweet as her name implies, and she’s looking 
for a new best friend.

 Her new year’s resolutions: eat smart and work hard!  Like most 
black labs, Patty loves a good walk and would love to find a new 

companion to help her keep fit.

A charming personality, Patty adds sparkle to every room she enters.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 
703-746-4774

THANK YOU

~Happy New Year from 
Peppermint Patty~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Because everyone  
deserves a home.”

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Dr. Alicia Hart has been 
named executive director of 
facilities and operations at Al-
exandria City Public Schools.

Hart joined ACPS in De-
cember 2019 as director of 
educational facilities, where 
she was responsible for the 
management and execution 
of non-capacity capital im-
provement projects.

In her new role she will 
oversee the multiple support 
operations for the division, in-
cluding transportation, school 
nutrition, safety and security, 
maintenance and custodial 
services and capital projects.

Prior to joining ACPS, she 
held the post of assistant di-

rector of public works, main-
tenance and operations with 
Prince William County. With-
in this role, she handled plan-
ning, operation and execution 

for the Buildings and Grounds 
Division, administering a bud-
get of more than $14 million 
annually while managing a 
staff of 82 employees.

Hart holds a doctorate in 
business administration from 
Walden University and a mas-
ter’s in business administra-
tion from Strayer University.

“I am honored to take on 
this new role as executive di-
rector of facilities and opera-
tions. I look forward to high-
lighting the hard work of the 
department and continuing 
to improve our support oper-
ations to better serve our stu-
dents, staff and community,” 
Hart said.

New ACPS facilities and operations head

Festive crafts at Grace Episcopal

PHOTO/ ACPS
Dr. Alicia Hart.

COURTESY PHOTO
Grace Episcopal School junior kindergarten students enjoyed a festive craft in December – making 
gingerbread houses. The activity was a perfect combination of engineering exploration and artistic 
expression.

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 
news every week. Please show them your thanks by 

patronizing their businesses.
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Alexandria Country Day 
School provides a personalized 
experience for children, which 
leads to superior preparation 
for continuing academic and 
personal success. Students 
are challenged by the school’s 
curriculum, which uses lead-
ing methodologies, effective 
assessment and thoughtfully 
integrated technology. High-

ly trained and engaging fac-
ulty take a student-centered 
approach to instruction and 
spark enthusiasm for learn-
ing. An emphasis on speaking, 
writing and multimedia com-
munication skills across all 
areas of the curriculum better 
prepares students for school, 
work and life.  

The school’s approach to 

instruction encourages re-
flection, self-awareness, and 
critical thinking — skills 
that are essential to current 
and future academic success. 
ACDS’ attention to balance 
and social-emotional learn-
ing help its students become 
kind, empathetic and commu-
nity-minded individuals who 
work effectively with others 

and engage in respectful dis-
course. ACDS graduates are 
generous, kind, thoughtful, 
articulate and confident indi-
viduals. They are successful at 
highly regarded independent 
day and boarding high schools, 
and in public school STEM, 
honors and IB programs.

This is advertorial content.

Alexandria Country Day School

PHOTOS/ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
Left: A sixth grader learns how to read a graduated cylinder.  
Right: Second graders work together in math class.

School name: Alexandria 

Country Day School

Address: 2400 Russell Road.

Year founded: 1983

Grades: Kindergarten 

through 8th grade

Number of students: 208

Mission: Challenge students 

intellectually; inspire their 

confidence, curiosity and 

creativity; and prepare them 

to thrive in a diverse and 

complex world by ensuring that 

they are independent learners, 

effective communicators, 

community minded citizens, 

and balanced individuals.

Website: www.acdsnet.org

Contact: Liz Hendrickson 

at 703-837-1303 or 

lhendrickson@acdsnet.org 

AT A GLANCE

School Profile

Out of the classroom 
Education section

ACPS had a response rate 
of 83% to its family choice 
form prior to winter break, 
which means that the fami-
lies of more than 12,000 stu-
dents completed the form in 
PowerSchool Parent Access. 

Of those families of ACPS 
students who responded, 
41.5% opted to remain vir-
tual, while 40.5% opted for 
the hybrid model. The 17% of 
students whose families did 
not complete a form were also 
listed as preferring virtual by 
default, bringing the total in 
that category to 59.5%. 

Preferences varied 
among participants' with 
differing racial and ethnic 
background, with 53% of 
white students, 42% of His-
panic students  and 27% of 
Black students opting for hy-
brid. Differences were also 

seen across grade levels, with 
higher rates of hybrid select-
ed for the youngest students. 
There were also wide differ-
ences by school, with 68% of 
George Mason Elementary 
School families opting for 
hybrid compared to 26% at 
Patrick Henry K-8 School.

Many factors – includ-
ing rising community health 
metrics, vaccination time-
lines and identification of a 
new strain of the virus – may 
mean a family's choice has 
changed since December. 
Please stay tuned for more 
information regarding the 
option to update preferences 
on the family choice form in 
the coming weeks.

For more information see 
the superintendent’s reopen-
ing update presentation to 
the School Board on Jan. 7.

This fall, Browne Acad-
emy middle school teacher 
Eric March received approx-
imately 100 trout eggs cour-
tesy of the local chapter of 
Trout Unlimited. Through 
the “Trout in the Class-
room” program, Browne’s 
students are raising the fish 
in chilled, 55-degree water 
until the spring.

Over the winter, the 
students are in charge of 
decorating the tank stand, 
doing water testing and 
examining the fish for any 
problems. When these small 
brook trout are about four 
inches long, they will be re-
leased into the wild.

While mainly a seventh 
grade project, the trout are 
available for students in 

any subject or grade and 
across multiple disciplines. 
Tim Ladonna, Browne’s 
lower school science teach-
er, has created trout-based 

science lessons for both 
kindergarten and fourth 
grade classes.

Many students have 
seen fish tanks, but none 
of them have seen wild 
trout raised from tiny eggs 
to being released into the 
wild. The students are 
fascinated and surprised 
by how small the fish are 
when they first hatch and 
marvel at how those tiny 
creatures can survive in 
water that is so cold.

This program was made 
possible by a Veverka Fam-
ily Foundation grant that 
was used to purchase the 
water chiller and other sup-
plies; Trout Unlimited; and 
Browne parents who donat-
ed the tank and materials.

ACPS families state 
learning preferences

‘Trout in the classroom’ at Browne

COURTESY PHOTO
A student posing with the fish 
tank.
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TimesLivinq

Treat yourself without 
sacrificing a healthy 
diet in the new year
BY AISLIN KAVALDJIAN

Y'all, we just had a year. 
No matter your situation, 

2020 threw some curveballs, 
and I'll be the first to admit 
that I've indulged in many 
great meals, little bites and 
glasses of wine to provide 
some much-needed comfort 
after a long day as an essen-
tial worker. 

I've also spent a ton of 
time rethinking my rela-
tionship with food and bev-
erage and I've dedicated 
time to buying local, small 
and sustainable wherever 
possible. With one foot firm-
ly planted in my restaurant 
background and the other 
foot straddling the divide 
between traditional food 
service and the new world of 
grocery delivery, I've man-
aged to continue working 
in food in the hardest time 
to do so and also adapted to 
keeping the cogs of the food 
supply chain turning. 

With that in mind, this 
month a lot of people are 
looking for ways to eat a bit 
healthier and hop onto a Jan-
uary diet trend. I’m not ever 
going to encourage you to eat 
or drink things you don't love, 
but what I will do, willingly 

and happily, is highlight and 
provide ways to make healthy, 
delicious choices available for 
everyone. 

However, eating health-
ily and ethically is about 
more than just your diet. 
I firmly believe that mak-
ing good choices now and 
throughout 2021 isn't as 
simple as starting a diet or 
buying a Peloton – it's about 
a renewed dedication to 
supporting the local busi-
nesses that have suffered so 
much during the 2020 pan-
demic and understanding 
that every choice we make 
about what goes into our 
bodies has influence over 
the communities in which 
we live.

In addition to stocking 
my fridge and pantry with 
my favorite local finds, I’m 
trying to make this year one 
for frugality without mak-
ing sacrifices for flavor. My 
favorite catch-all ingredi-

Healthy  
reset 2021

RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 

AISLIN KAVALDJIAN

Lemon Shrub
Ingredients

Directions
• Begin by zesting lemons completely, mixing zest and sugar together in a glass or ceramic bowl. 

• Add lemon pieces and toss to coat. 

• Cover the bowl with cheese cloth or a clean towel and let it sit at room temperature for 24 

to 48 hours. 

• When sugar and lemons have created a syrup in the base of the bowl, squeeze the rest of 

the juice out of the lemons and strain your mixture. 

• Add 3/4 cup of white vinegar, stir to combine and then refrigerate. 

COURTESY PHOTO

• 6 lemons, zested, then 
cut into eighths 

• 3/4 cup of white sugar

• 3/4 cup white vinegar  
(for later)

ent for drinks, alcoholic or 
non-alcoholic, is a simple 
lemon shrub. 

A lemon shrub is quick 
and easy to make, and all 
the ingredients can usually 
be found in your pantry. Al-
though lemon is included in 
its name, the same recipe can 
be used with any citrus that 

you need to use up. 
It’s also versatile and 

tastes great when added to a 
cup of tea, any vinaigrettes 
or a cocktail, and each batch 
lasts 30 days or longer.

It's been a long 2020 for 
us but we're all still here at 
the beginning of 2021, and 
my New Year's resolution is 

near and dear to my heart: 
to buy local, to support 
friends and understand my 
role in the community to 
keep it a vibrant and amaz-
ing place to live. I hope you 
will join me.

The writer is general manager 
of Neighborhood Provisions.
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BY BRANDPOINT

There’s a simple reason 
for the recent boom in home 
improvement: Everyone’s 
spending more time at home. 
Staying at home more makes it 
clearer what areas are lacking 
and reveals opportunities for 
upgrades. Fortunately, there 
are many ways to make a huge 
impact on the appearance of 
those rooms  instantly.

Here are four ways you 
can easily enhance and re-
fresh your existing interiors.

1. Start with the foun-
dation

If your room feels unin-

spired, refreshing the floor-
ing can instantly transform 
it. Recent design trends fa-
vor using consistent flooring 
throughout the home, or at 
least on each floor, for a more 
continuous feel – especially 
for homes with an open plan.

While hardwood flooring 
is still the top choice, many 
other quality products mimic 
the look of hardwood floor-
ing, like vinyl, tile and por-
celain flooring, often for a 
much lower price point.

Area rugs are also trend-
ing for use on any kind of 
floor. Rugs can add a pop of 
color or provide a focal point, 
while also helping to pro-

tect the floor underneath. 
For a quick and easy fix in-
volving zero installation, 
a high-quality area rug in-
stantly upgrades your space.

2. Light up your life
Lighting is an often over-

looked home improvement. 
While the light itself bright-
ens the room, the lighting 
fixture can also add a strik-
ing visual accent or focal 
point.

In terms of utility, the 
impact of improved lighting 
is most strongly felt in the 
kitchen and bath.

“Decorative lighting 
has become a way to easily 

personalize a space,” Erin 
Hoover, director of design at 
Kohler Lighting, said. “Years 
ago, matching suites were 
very popular, but as bath-
rooms and kitchens reflect 
more individual personality, 
more design elements are 
being added. Lighting can 
help you update these spaces 
without a lot of investment 
and effort.”

Two collections from 
Kohler Lighting could upgrade 
your kitchen or bathroom:

• Kitchen: The Hauksbee 
Collection reinterprets rus-
tic lighting from industrial 
farms and factories of the 
1920s and ‘30s. Smooth glass 

and cool metal combine with 
mixed metal finish options 
and vintage details, along 
with decorative elements like 
a domed metal shade with a 
cage detail and ribbed glass 
shade. 

• Bathroom: The Aren-
dela Collection is inspired 
by 1960s designer Vistosi 
and the glassworks rendered 
through the art of briolette 
gemstone cutting and spun 
glass rondelles. Arendela 
reflects sophisticated style 
with jewel-like, multifac-
eted and spun glass shades 
and cast metal works rang-

Instant upgrade: Four ways to enhance your home

HOMES 

COURTESY PHOTO
The Hauksbee Collection from Kohler Lighting reinterprets rustic lighting from industrial farms and factories of the 1920s and 30s.

SEE UPGRADE | 19
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This Belle Haven home 
offers the best in fine living.  
Among the many special fea-
tures of this 10,200-square 
foot home are eight en suite 
bedrooms and a grand en-
trance hall with 22-foot ceil-
ings and a circular staircase. 
With a main level en suite 
bedroom, open chef’s kitch-
en, outdoor living space, me-
dia room, wine and recreation 
rooms, this home has some-
thing for everyone.

The owner’s suite has a 
spa bathroom, private sitting 
area and spacious closets. 
French doors lead to a pri-
vate balcony that overlooks 
a landscaped garden below. 
The third floor offers a pri-
vate apartment with living 

room, bedroom, office area 
and full bath.

The fully finished lower 
level provides expansive liv-
ing, entertaining and gaming 
spaces for a variety of activi-
ties and interests. The family 
room, recreation room and 
wine room are anchored by 
natural blue stone flooring. A 
media room, a large en suite 
bedroom, additional half bath 
and spacious storage rooms 
complete the lower level. 

One of the more unique 
features of this property is 
the outdoor living space.  
Built upon stone hardscape, 
a full outdoor living area pro-
vides a spectacular place for 
al fresco living and entertain-
ing.  A trellis-covered chef’s 

kitchen, a granite-topped bar 
with seating for 12, spacious 
dining and living rooms and 
a stone hearth provide com-
fort, beauty and convenience.  
Large screen video displays 
allow real-time streaming of 
media and sporting events.  

The design of the home 
provides open spaces and pri-
vate places for living, school-
ing, working and enjoying life 
together or privately.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Belle Haven Beauty
Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 

Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 
703-684-7702 

Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Location: 2205 Windsor 

Road Alexandria, 22307

Neighborhood: Belle Haven

Price: $2,899,000

Square feet: 10,200

Bedrooms: 8

Bathrooms: 8 plus 

two half baths

Year built: 2006

Contact: Mary Ellen Rotondo, 

McEnearney Associates

703.472.5454;  

mrotondo@mcenearney.com;  

www.fineliving.com

AT A GLANCE

HOMES 

COURTESY PHOTO
Above: This Belle Haven home is 
10,200 square feet.

COURTESY PHOTOS
Top: The outdoor living area 
features stone hardscape, a 
trellis-covered kitchen, gran-
ite-topped bar and a stone 
hearth.
Bottom: The entryway features 
22-foot ceiling and a circular 
staircase.

ing from a strikingly singu-
lar sconce to show-stopping 
multi-light designs. The col-
lection’s sophistication com-
plements modern and tradi-
tional interiors. 

Thoughtfully choosing 
lighting fixtures to comple-
ment your current aesthet-
ic can take your room from 
ho-hum to amazing. Visit 
Kohler.com to explore the 
possibilities for your home.

3. Color your world
What is the color palette 

of the room? Is it an eclectic 
mix, reflecting years of add-
ing elements that don’t go 
with the walls? How recently 
was it painted?

Especially if you’re not 
prepared to invest in new 
furniture, simply painting a 
room can make an enormous 

impact.
• Is the room on the small 

side or doesn't get much 
light? Paint a shade or two 
lighter to brighten the space.

• Does the room seem 
cold or impersonal? Choose 
a warm color, from yellow 
through red, to make the 
space feel more welcoming.

• Prefer neutral colors like 
whites or grays? Consider 
one colorful accent wall to 
make a statement.

4. Adjust your window 
dressing

Updated window treat-
ments can boost the appear-
ance of a room, while also 
providing more privacy and 
insulation. Consider not 
just the color and style as it 
affects the look of the room, 
but also the function. How 
much privacy and light are 
needed? Options for win-

dow treatments today are 
more numerous than ever. 
Blinds, shades, curtains or 
drapes all make distinct vi-
sual statements, while also 

potentially enhancing the 
room’s livability.

Updating a space doesn’t 
require a complete redesign, 
a lot of time or a lot of invest-

ment. Design elements like 
lighting, window treatments 
and color provide the tools to 
transform any room into the 
home of your dreams.

COURTESY PHOTO
The Arendela Collection from Kohler Lighting is inspired by 1960s designer Vistosi and the glass-
works rendered through the art of briolette gemstone cutting and spun glass rondelles.

UPGRADE FROM | 18
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Wear a mask.
Save a life.

You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new coronavirus by wearing 
a cloth facemask when you must go out in public. By wearing a mask, 
you help prevent community spread of the coronavirus and help 
protect the most vulnerable in our community.

JANUARY 14

CARLYLE HOUSE AND WILLIAM 
SYPHAX LECTURE William Syphax 
rented space in an outbuilding adjacent 
to the historic Carlyle House in the early 
19th century. He was one of the very 
few African Americans in Alexandria 
who was able to free himself from en-
slavement and many of his family mem-
bers. Join Steve Hammond for a Zoom 
presentation that will share insights on 
William Syphax. 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://bit.ly/3hCWOI8

TORPEDO FACTORY 2020 
POST-GRAD RESIDENTS EX-
HIBIT In this group exhibition, Target 
Gallery spotlights the Torpedo Facto-
ry’s 2020 post-grad residents artists, 
displaying some of their best work 
that they made during their three-
month residencies at the Torpedo 
Factory. The 2020 cohort includes 
artists: Ashley Llanes, Luis A. Navas-
Reyes, Fanni Somogyi and Vi Trinh. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Location: 105 N. Union St. 
Information: www.torpedofactory.
org/event/2020-post-grad-residents

JANUARY 16

UNDER THE SAME ROOF: EN-

SLAVE AND FREE SERVANTS 
AT THE LEE-FENDALL HOUSE 
Explore the Lee-Fendall House from 
the perspectives of the enslaved and 
free African Americans who lived and 
worked in the home as domestic ser-
vants, both before and after the Civil 
War. Hear the stories of how they built 
and shaped the Lee-Fendall House 
over the course of its history. Face 
masks are required, and the tour is 
limited to eight participants. Tickets 
must be purchased in advance and 
are $10 per person. 
Time: 2 to 3:15 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

JANUARY 17

CADETTE MEDIA JOURNEY SE-
RIES Now, maybe more than ever, 
media plays an important role in our 
lives. It’s a way to communicate and 
stay in touch, even at a distance. 
Through this series, Cadette Girl 
Scouts will explore media and its 
impact in their life. A museum edu-
cator will keep the girls engaged as 
they explore media through museum 
collections, conduct a survey and 
analyze results, and learn how to sto-
ryboard and film a media creation of 
their own. Cost includes personalized 
feedback on each girl’s project and 
additional assistance as needed to 
ensure success. Girl Scout Troops 

are welcome, but girls must register 
individually.  
Time: 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://shop.alexandri-
ava.gov/Events.aspx

JANUARY 19

MOUNT VERNON GENEALOGI-
CAL SOCIETY: YOUR FAMILY IN 
PRINT Genealogist Sharon MacInne 
will speak on how to find and down-
load county and family history books, 
articles, newspapers and manuscripts 
from different websites, libraries and 
repositories. 
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://mvgenealogy.
org/eventListings.php?nm=20

JANUARY 22

ALEXANDRIA WINTER RESTAU-
RANT WEEK TO-GO Enjoy Alex-
andria Restaurant Week at home 
this winter for an extended two-week 
period and show support for the city’s 
large community of locally owned 
restaurants. For 17 days and three 
weekends, more than 60 restaurants 
will offer a $49 takeout dinner for 
two. New this winter, more than half 
of these restaurants will also offer 
a $25 takeout dinner for one. This 

event lasts through Feb. 7. 
Time: Varies 
Location: Varies 
Information: www.visitalexandriava.
com/restaurants/restaurant-week

JANUARY 25

THE ROOTS: UNPACKING RACE 
AND RACISM IN EVERYDAY 
TERMS In ACT for Alexandria’s 
virtual webinar, participants will ex-
plore key concepts and develop and 
enhance their understanding of race 
and racism as constructs and how 
these constructs are used as structur-
al and societal barriers. Participants 
will be introduced to the historical, 
cultural and operational analysis of 
racism. Additionally, this session will 
examine how individuals are social-
ized in racialized environments and 
how identity influences responses 
to benefits and consequences of 
racial-cultural social systems. Partici-
pants will be provided with a review of 
key racial equity grounding terms to 
aid in their understanding. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://bit.ly/3oFKqtK

JANUARY 30

STORIES IN THE ARCHITECTURE 
Venture behind the scenes, from the 

basement to the attic, and explore 
the history of the Lee-Fendall House 
through its architecture. Changes in 
style and home technology have all 
left their mark on the home, from 
when it was built in 1785 through its 
continued use as a home in the twen-
tieth century. This tour will include 
parts of the house that are not regu-
larly open to the public. Face masks 
are required, and the tour is limited 
to eight participants. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance and are $10 
per person. 
Time: 2 to 3:15 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

FEBRUARY 5

“AFTER EDWARD HOPPER: 
THEMES OF SOLITUDE AND ISO-
LATION” ART EXHIBIT The “After 
Edward Hopper: Themes of Solitude 
and Isolation” exhibit challenged art-
ists to present their interpretations of 
Hopper’s imagery with perseverance, 
fortitude, diversity and an egalitarian 
spirit. The exhibit runs from Feb. 5 to 
Feb. 27. 
Time: Opening from noon to 8 p.m. 
Location: 2704 Mt. Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.delrayartisans.org

CALENDAR

EDITOR'S NOTE:
The Times encourages residents to continue to follow Gov. Ralph Northam’s “Safer at Home” guidance, to maintain physical distance from others and to wear masks in public.
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Weekly Words

MUSICAL PIECES by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

ALBERT AHERN (95), of Alexandria, Jan. 2, 2021

SARA BARNETT (75), of Alexandria, Jan. 10, 2021

MARY GRIMES (87), of Alexandria, Jan. 2, 2021

RICHARD A. JOHNSON (84), of Alexandria, Dec. 20, 2020

DONALD LOUIE (75), of Alexandria, Jan. 2, 2021

GLEN D. PETERSON (90), formerly of Alexandria, Dec. 31, 2020

ACROSS
1. Frontline doctor
6. Love, in telenovelas
10. Principal water line
14. "Santa Baby" singer Eartha
18. Best possible
19. Point toward
21. Potatoes, in Indian cuisine
22. Much-admired figure
23. Kentucky attraction (first 3 

letters in this answer + last 1)
25. Gift for an artist? (first 1 + 

last 3)
27. Punk offshoot
28  Some GRE takers
29. Subtle suggestions
31. Target walkways
32. Potpie legume
33. Orange soda brand
34. Disrespectful kids
35. Something worth fighting for 

(first 4 + last 2)
39. Wedding promise
41. Tag player's shout
44. Aggressive spiel
45. Business VIPs
47. Islamic leader
49. Assist in a crime
50. Pastrami places
53. Back section
54. Slangy summons
55. Cheesy chip

57. Corporate getaways (first 1 + 
last 3)

60. Go on the offensive
62. Stadium finger material
63. Nail polish brand
64. Org. with a Boundless Infor-

mant tool
65. "No, really!"
67. Drink slowly
69. Swarm (with)
71. Fragrant necklace
74. Bothered ceaselessly
77. Longjing and pekoe
80. Pinches pennies
84. Outing to celebrate a marriage 

milestone (first 4 + last 1)
88. Ice cream utensil
89. Lizard whose feet are often 

sticky
90. Folk story
91. Fashion's Mizrahi
93. In fine fettle
94. Graceful bird
95. Talked incessantly
96. Island country that was the 

first to have a female P.M.
98. Z sound?
100. "Then what?"
101. Salute to Julius (first 3 + last 1)
103. Droops in the sun
105. Heroic stories
107. Falcons, on scoreboards

108. Capital of Taiwan
110. Moved stealthily
111. Poem of admiration
112. Follow a snowy trail
115. Carrier with Maple Leaf 

Lounges (first 2 + last 2)
117. Gives a tour, say, or a theme 

hint
120. Heartfelt appeal
121. Sand ___ (golf course feature)
122. Like Mandarin and Canton-

ese
123. Baby monitor's output
124. Look to the future
125. Event with bargains
126. Chilean currency
127. Shoppers' reminders

DOWN
1. Speechless actor
2. Cheese coated in wax
3. Display model
4. "___ the Walrus"
5. Hangers' homes
6. Satisfied sighs
7. Karaoke device, informally
8. Some native Nebraskans
9. Deep gully
10. Spirit rover's planet
11. Styled like
12. Cedar Rapids resident
13. Concepts

14. Fritters away the hours
15. Slushy drink brand
16. Boatloads
17. Minecraft explosive
20. Camp structure
24. Found the origin of
26. Regarding
30. Business with tumblers
32. Popular street food in Bangkok
33. Replete with
34. Takes an oath
35. Country east of Cote d'Ivoire
36. Capital near Casablanca
37. Standing tall
38. Sir Guinness
40. Daisy variety
42. "Let me clarify ..."
43. Fruit-filled pastries
46. Peak of a wave
48. Tableland
51. "I'd say," in texts
52. Places for facials
54. Small streams
56. Small book page size
58. Friendly relations
59. Causes of overtime
61. High-flying toy
66. Perfect Sleeper brand
68. Mani-___
70. Hoops legend Jordan
71. Falls behind
72. Celebrity gossip program

73. Ancient Peruvian
75. Yoga postures
76. Toucan's claw
78. Some clock batteries
79. Equilibrium
81. Ghostly sounds
82. Oktoberfest music
83. Asparagus piece
85. Self-motivational statement
86. Melt down, as fat
87. Noble below a marquis
92. Shrill summer bug
95. Backs down
97. Sideways
99. Talk show host Kelly
101. Genre for Megan Thee 

Stallion
102. Play starter
104. Sparkly crown
106. Flea or fly
108. Work the soil
109. 135.9 square miles, for Las 

Vegas
110. Magician's garment
111. Norway's most populous city
112. Bath bubbles
113. Sweater choice
114. Wedding promises
115. OpenTable, for one
116. Indian dish with lentils
118. "What ___ that about?"
119. Berlin : ja :: Paris : ___
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To the editor: 
It is not hyperbolic to state that each 

of us, even without a second of formal 
medical training, now have the simple 
ability to directly save lives. As a bonus, 
exercising this ability has the side-ef-
fect of also helping our COVID-ravaged 
local economy recover faster.

How can this be you may ask? The 
answer is to avidly speak with your 
friends and neighbors about the effi-
cacy, safety and civic duty of getting a 
COVID-19 vaccine as soon possible. If 
each of us proselytize the proven scien-

tific truths regarding the COVID-19 vac-
cines, we will all be able to return sooner 
to our normal routines. Most important-
ly, lives will be saved.

If this pandemic has taught us any-
thing, it is that when it comes to our 
collective health, we are all essentially 
in the same leaky boat. So please spread 
the word. Do it for our essential workers, 
our local businesses, those with weak-
ened immunity, our seniors, our families 
and friends and the good of Alexandria.

-Matt Harris,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
I have just learned about the new 

rules for zoning density variances and 
affordable housing requirements recent-
ly approved by City Council. I am strong-
ly opposed to both aspects of your policy.

First, why do we have zoning rules 
related to density and then give waiv-
ers? If we set zoning rules, surely they 
should be applied equally to every ap-
plicant. Waivers should be reserved for 
exceptional circumstances: a lot that 
is an irregular shape or was histori-
cally somewhat smaller than all of its 
neighbors.

In the current case, however, zoning 
is being used to strong arm developers 
to tax the owners of their “non-afford-
able” units so as to subsidize a number 
of “affordable” units. City Council is 
actually encouraging developers to re-
quest density waivers. If City Council 
wants to increase zoning density, let it 
follow the standard procedure to do so 
honestly and openly and not hide be-
hind the fiction of affordable housing.

Second, why is council working so 
hard to designate some units as “afford-

able?” What they mean by affordable, 
of course, is below market price. The 
usual argument is that without such 
units, some category of residents in our 
city would be unable to afford to rent an 
apartment here and would have to move 
out. Often cited are teachers, police, 
first responders and so on.

I have an easy solution: If it really is 
essential that such workers live in our 
community, then raise their salaries. 
If private employers have a hard time 
finding workers, they can also raise sal-
aries making their workers more likely, 
but not guaranteed, to afford to live in 
the city. Of course, if the city blackmails 
developers to subsidize housing, some 
lucky private employers will get a break 
and won’t need to raise salaries.

I urge council to take another look. 
Affordable housing is an inefficient 
and unfair way of taxing some to sub-
sidize others. If zoning rules are im-
portant, then enforce them evenhand-
edly and save the time and expense of 
all of these waivers.

-Janet L. Bates,
Alexandria

Our View Opinion
Your Views

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Maybe 2021 really is going to 
be better than 2020. Last year, 
it seemed like bad news was all 
we had. This year, despite last 
week’s tragedy at the Capitol, 
there are more glimmers of hope 
– most notably the rollout of the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

The front page of this week’s 
Alexandria Times captures the 
good and bad in three stories: one 
on the D.C. riot as experienced by 
Alexandria natives Henry Rodg-
ers and Sam Cloud, another on 
the excitement as the COVID-19 
vaccine arrived at T.C. Williams 
High School and the third on the 
sharp drop in grades for Alexan-
dria City Public Schools’ second-
ary students since the advent of 
virtual learning.

The bad news for ACPS is 
pretty bad, as academic perfor-
mance declined across all major 
demographic groups, sometimes 
dramatically, from the first quar-
ter of the 2019-20 school year to 
the first quarter of  2020-21.

The increase in D’s and F’s 
earned at the middle school level 
by Hispanic and Black students 
and by students with disabilities 
was particularly concerning, as 
it exacerbated an already trou-
bling achievement gap within 
the school system.

Blame for this decline in 
academic performance rests 
squarely with the decision made  
by Superintendent Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings Ed.D. and the Alex-
andria School Board to forego 
a hybrid model of learning that 
would have brought students 
into the classroom on at least a 
part-time basis this past fall.

While there’s currently a sig-
nificant surge in COVID-19 cases 
nationwide, including in Alexan-
dria, case levels were much lower 
and holding steady at the start 
of this school year. According 
to the Virginia Department of 
Health website, the current sev-
en-day moving average of new 
COVID-19 cases in Alexandria as 
of Jan. 12 is 94.6. Yet on Sept. 1, 
2020, as the school year was get-

ting underway, it was 12.3.
Case levels didn’t start climb-

ing toward current levels until 
mid-November, after the end 
of the 2020-21 school year’s 
first quarter. It bears repeating 
that all of Alexandria’s private 
schools offered at least limited 
in-person learning during the 
fall.

Additionally, Alexandria’s 
neighboring public school dis-
tricts in Fairfax and Arlington 
counties brought vastly more 
students back into classrooms 
than the six ACPS special needs 
students who received three 
weeks of part-time, in-class in-
struction in fall 2020.

That said, Tuesday was a joy-
ful day for ACPS, as administra-
tors and teachers received the 
first doses of the Moderna vac-
cine. Hutchings led the charge 
by being the first at ACPS to be 
vaccinated. The superintendent 
told those gathered, including 
Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam, 
who was on hand for the ACPS 
vaccine rollout, “My job is to 
lead by example, and I can’t wait 
to get my vaccine today.”

The vaccine rollout is cru-
cial to the effort to get students 
back into classrooms, where they 
learn best. We hope every ACPS 
staff member and especially 
teachers, except for those who 
shouldn’t be vaccinated for med-
ical reasons, receive the vaccine 
in short order, so that students 
can return to classrooms.

The sobering grades of ACPS 
students from the first quarter 
of this school year should have 
sounded the alarm for everyone 
involved in education in this city 
– from City Council to the School 
Board to ACPS staff to parents 
and residents without school-
aged children.

Children learn best in class-
rooms with teachers physically 
present. The vaccine is our best 
hope to make that happen. Hope-
fully the return-to-classrooms 
timeframe will be measured in 
weeks, not months.

Good news, bad news

Save a life: It’s simple

An open letter to city council

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are  
those of the writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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My View | Annetta Catchings

This year I had the pleasure of 
seeing my son off to begin his fresh-
man year at the University of Mary 
Washington.  As we were driving, 
not a block away from his dorm we 
were greeted with a sign that read 
“End Racism.”  As a parent who 
knows how hard my son worked to 
make it to this place, I was offended 
for him. 

I know you’re probably asking 
how could something that seems 
innocuous on the surface be offen-
sive to me. Simply put, it was not 
the time nor place for it!  

This should not have 
been the slogan my son 
was greeted with. Where 
was the equivalent “Be 
all you can be?”  Or how 
about the iconic UNCF 
slogan, “A mind is a ter-
rible thing to waste.”

My son had complet-
ed 12 years of schooling; 
graduated with an ad-
vanced diploma from one 
of the most competitive high schools 
in Northern Virginia; scored pretty 
well on his SAT and was recruited 
and earned a spot on the universi-
ty’s tennis team. He did exactly what 
most student did to get there. In oth-
er words, he had not been a victim of 
structural or systemic racism.

The question in my head was, 
“Who is this message for?” I’m pretty 
sure it wasn’t directed at their Black 
students. Not that Black people can’t 
be racist because we can and we are 
sometimes just as guilty of it.

But let’s be honest. Whenever 
we discuss racism, particularly in 
this current “woke” climate, it usu-
ally involves a white cisgender male 
oppressor and a Black victim. And 
that was the problem I had with the 
sign. It was inappropriately vague 
and yet highly suggestive. The im-
plications would have my son view 
himself as having the potential of 
becoming a victim of racism rather 
than having the ability to be a per-
petrator of racism himself.  

Slogans like “End Racism” and 
“Black Lives Matter” may be well-in-
tended mantras but are packed with 
harmful and hateful subliminal 
messaging. And while they may help 

the social consciousness of white 
kids, in my opinion, it generates self-
pity, doubt and skepticism in minds 
of young Black ones.

In fact, what I am hearing from 
some in my community is anger 
and a feeling of helplessness. This 
in spite of the fact that Blacks are 
actually doing quite well and are 
closing the wealth gap. Odd how we 
seldom talk about these advance-
ments – so I will.

I’ll use myself as an example. I 
was born in Detroit, Michigan and six 

months later my mother, 
who was 16 at the time, 
moved us both back to her 
mother’s home in Mis-
sissippi. I finished high 
school, spent four years at 
a historically black college 
where I interviewed with 
and was hired by a major 
airline. I was 21, and I’ve 
managed to maintain that 
career, with distinction, 
for 30 years.

The discipline and hard work 
paid off. It allowed me to become a 
new homeowner here in Old Town. 
I remember my grandmother would 
always tell the story of how she and 
my grandfather bought their first 
home in Highland Park, Michigan. 
She would let it be known they 
bought “when the white people 
lived there.” She smiled whenever 
she said it, and now I know why. 

Our first week after moving in, 
my son and I walked several miles 
to the different landmarks, statues 
and museums. We walked through 
Fredrick Douglass cemetery and the 
African American Heritage Park 
and I sensed we were part of a com-
munity that recognized and appre-
ciated the contributions of my peo-
ple. I felt the honor of continuing 
the work they started. 

I looked at my son and told him, 
“The best way to end racism is to 
not go looking for it. You have ev-
erything you need right here on this 
campus. Your only roadblock will be 
the one you don’t allow yourself to 
get around.  Now bloom where God 
has planted you.”

On my way out I ignored the 
signs and hopefully he will too.

Harmful messaging in Black slogans
Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

COVID-19 vaccinations bring hope 
The start of any New Year is al-

ways a time for hope – and in 2021 
we need hope more than ever. 

This week, just nine days into the 
start of 2021, ACPS staff members 
were offered the opportunity to reg-
ister to receive the COVID-19 vacci-
nation. School nurses were already 
offered the vaccination in the first 
week of the New Year. 

On Tuesday, I received my vacci-
nation alongside several staff mem-
bers including teachers 
who had signed up in Phase 
1b. This is possibly the best 
news we could receive in 
2021 and it now helps us 
build on the daily planning 
that is taking place every 
day to help us transition 
students back into school 
buildings.

While the vaccination 
program cannot help but 
make us feel optimistic 
about 2021, we are still keeping a close 
eye on our city’s health metrics and 
remain in daily contact with the Alex-
andria Health Department. Cases have 
been rising in our city and our state. 
Each Monday, we will reassess the sit-
uation according to our reopening de-
cision matrix, which is based on these 
community health metrics as well as 
ACPS staffing levels and capacity.

During the winter break, we con-
tinued to work and collaborate on 
preparations to pivot into our hybrid 
learning approach. Schedules are be-
ing finalized and a reopening deci-
sion matrix has been created to assist 
the community with understanding 
our decision-making process.

In addition to our decision matrix, 
we will provide families who opted for 
hybrid learning their child’s hybrid 
schedule two weeks before their sched-
uled start date. The hybrid schedule 
will also include whether a student’s 
teacher has indicated if they are able to 
return in person or remain virtual.

At that point, we will also reopen 
the family choice form in PowerSchool 
for hybrid families to allow them to 
adjust their hybrid decision, if needed, 
based on teacher in-person or virtu-
al status, community health metrics, 

vaccination timelines or identification 
of the new strain of the virus in the 
U.S. 

As you know, it is important that we 
keep our staff and students together 
during this transition, which requires 
us to be innovative and accommodat-
ing with both family and staff needs. It 
is a complicated task. In order for this 
to work efficiently, it will require flex-
ibility and some understanding that at 
this time we cannot replicate the ed-

ucational experience we 
had before the pandemic.

We will provide the 
best educational envi-
ronment feasible for stu-
dents in our hybrid learn-
ing environment and 
for those in our virtual 
learning environment. 
The social, emotional 
and academic needs of 
our students remain a top 
priority for us in ACPS. 

Last week, I proposed a combined 
funds budget for 2021-22 that aims 
to help us recover from the learning 
losses we know our students have 
experienced, while also retaining 
quality staff and reigniting a love of 
teaching, learning and leadership.

In addition, the modest budget 
that acknowledges both the economic 
impact of the pandemic as well as an 
emphasis on efficiencies also provides 
for the resources and support neces-
sary to continue the division’s efforts 
to keep racial equity at the heart of all 
work. We know that specific groups of 
students have suffered more from this 
pandemic than others. Keeping equity 
at the forefront will therefore be es-
sential to ensure we are continuing to 
see all our students thrive.

As we embark on our 2021 journey, 
we must remain collaborative, com-
municative and keep you informed as 
we navigate these uncharted waters. 
Please stay safe and engaged and 
practice social distancing so we can 
minimize community spread in Alex-
andria and see our staff and students 
back in our schools.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.
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To the editor: 
Each year in March, Alex-

andria’s high school seniors 
are waiting to hear from 
colleges and universities – 
looking for that magical fat 
envelope that says “Con-
gratulations! You’ve been ac-
cepted!” But there are many 
talented and hard-working 
Alexandria students who 
have a greater worry, and are 
thinking, “If I get accepted, 
how will I ever be able to af-
ford college?”

With two out of three 
families at T.C. Williams High 
School living near or below 
the federal poverty level and 
receiving aid for free or re-
duced-price lunch, the need 
for college scholarships in 
this community is extraordi-
nary. Each year, many bright, 
industrious Alexandria stu-
dents are accepted to college, 
but get left behind simply be-
cause they cannot afford the 
cost of tuition. 

The Scholarship Fund of 
Alexandria, a local non-profit 
based at T.C. Williams, works 
to make college affordable 
and accessible for all Alex-
andria students despite their 
financial need. Our general 
fund scholarships now pro-
vide four-year college schol-
arships of $3,000 a year to 
the students most in need to 
help them get a college de-
gree and a better chance for 
a lifetime of success. I know 
this because I’ve been on the 
board of the Fund since 2013. 
My wife Libby and I have been 
contributors for more than 
20 years, beginning when 
we sent the first of our three 
children to T.C. Williams. 

The Scholarship Fund has 
been approved by Virginia 
to receive “Select Tax Credit 
Status” and can offer its sup-
porters a 65 percent tax cred-
it for charitable contribu-
tions on their Virginia state 
income taxes. For example, if 
a person gives $10,000, they 
would receive a $6,500 tax 
credit to help pay their Vir-

ginia state tax bill. 
If they give appreciated 

securities or need to take a 
required minimum distri-
bution from their individu-
al retirement account they 
would save more, potentially 
a great deal more, on their 
taxes. In fact, we have re-
ceived an increased amount 
of credits from the state this 
year. More importantly, in-
vestments like these pay div-
idends for our community. 

Remember that tax cred-
its are different than deduc-
tions. Tax credits result in a 
dollar-for-dollar reduction in 
actual Virginia tax bills. In a 
few cases, tax credits, along 
with other tax laws, can re-
sult in zero-cost charitable 
giving – the credits may in 
fact help residents save more 
in taxes than the amount of 
the gift. For instance, the 
tax credits are applicable to 
donations of stock and ap-
preciable assets and can fully 
eliminate capital gains taxes.

With tax credits available, 
this is a terrific time to help 
students in our community 
from families that are strug-
gling to make ends meet, 
students who are the first in 
their family to apply to col-
lege, students whose parents 
work multiple jobs just to pay 
the rent and feed the family.  

The tax credits available 
to the Scholarship Fund are 
limited and will be awarded 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis throughout the spring. 
A special information ses-
sion on tax credit benefits 
and how to access them will 
be held on Sunday at the 
home of School Board Chair 
Cindy Anderson and her hus-
band Mark. Please contact 
the fund for information at 
scholarshipfund@acps.k12.
va.us or 703-824-6730.  Our 
team will be happy to pro-
vide you with details about 
the information session or 
the tax credit process. 

Support the Scholarship Fund Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

Collaborating to beat coronavirus
Alexandria City Public Schools and the 

Alexandria Health Department always work 
closely together whenever there is a flu out-
break in a school. We already take precau-
tions to ensure that ACPS schools and offic-
es remain clean and hygienic at this time of 
year when we often see outbreaks of flu and 
other viruses. 

These efforts have been intensified with 
the arrival of coronavirus in the United 
States. We are working particularly closely 
right now to monitor our schools in order to 
detect any possible future cluster 
of the coronavirus and contain it 
before it spreads.

All ACPS schools are cleaned 
daily. All of our classrooms are dis-
infected every day, and frequently 
touched areas such as doorknobs, 
faucet handles and handrails are 
wiped down. Hard surfaces such 
as desk tops, are wiped down twice 
per week, while all restrooms in all 
schools are cleaned using a hospi-
tal grade disinfectant. Soap dis-
pensers are also being checked three times a 
day during school hours.

Hand sanitizer is already provided in ev-
ery elementary school classroom and will be 
made available as soon as it is accessible in 
common areas at all schools. All students 
and staff will be encouraged to either wash 
their hands or use hand sanitizer prior to 
eating. In addition, hand sanitizer will be 
available on school buses and school buses 
will be cleaned multiple times each week. 

Helping to keep our schools and our com-
munity virus-free must be a collaborative ef-
fort. Everyone must participate – students, 
staff, families, volunteers and anyone in the 
community. Washing hands frequently is 
the most effective way that you can do this, 
and regular soap is OK.

ACPS is part of a multi-agency, citywide 
committee that plans for any health-related 
pandemic. We have a pandemic action plan 
that is currently being revised and adapted 
to meet the specifics of coronavirus should 
there be an outbreak in Alexandria.

The plan addresses specific activities 
necessary to keep schools open and operat-
ing while providing a clean and safe environ-
ment during an outbreak and the essential 
functions that must be performed by ACPS 
if schools are closed. At present, we have no 
intention of closing schools and our overall 
goal is to do all we can to maintain continu-

ity of operations while minimizing student 
and staff exposure.

Should we need to, however, we have a 
plan in place to continue learning – using 
the Chomebooks and technology students 
already use on a daily basis to facilitate on-
line study sessions and lessons. 

We are beginning to see cases of COVID-19 
in the D.C. region and we will continue to 
monitor the situation closely and use this 
time to continue preparing. ACPS staff par-
ticipated in a day-long, health-related table 

top emergency exercise in Janu-
ary 2020 – well before the corona-
virus appeared to be an issue. In 
addition, we are in constant con-
tact with the Alexandria Health 
Department to make sure we are 
doing everything we can to be 
ready and implement the neces-
sary precautions.

ACPS is taking part in a vir-
tual information session on 
COVID-19 on Thursday from 8 
to 9 p.m. Residents can watch 

the question and answer session live on the 
ACPS Facebook page or on the city’s Face-
book page.

City Manager Mark Jinks; Dr. Stephen 
Haering, director of the Alexandria Health 
Department; and Dr. Rina Bansal, president 
of Inova Alexandria Hospital, will also be on 
the panel. If you miss the event live, you can 
catch it on the ACPS website at www.acps.
k12.va.us/coronavirus. This is easily accessi-
ble from the home page of the ACPS website.

In the meantime, there are simple things 
that everyone can do to help. Washing hands 
frequently with regular soap or hand sani-
tizer is the most effective way to prevent the 
spread of any virus. Avoid touching your face 
or shaking hands, cough into your sleeve or 
a tissue and throw away your tissue immedi-
ately after use.

Finally, please stay home when you are 
not well and do not send your children to 
school if they are ill. Anyone who has trav-
eled to one of the highly infected countries is 
being advised to stay home for 14 days when 
they return.

ACPS will continue to provide updates 
as the situation evolves. In the meantime, 
you can find updates at www.acps.k12.va.us/
coronavirus.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D
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To the editor: 
In the very near future, it is likely 

that what we know now as Potomac Yard 
will also be known as Alexandria’s high 
tech area. Behind that thought is the 
construction that is taking place or will 
be taking place along Potomac Avenue 
as discussed below. 

The Institute for Defense Analy-
sis, known as IDA and now located on 
Mark Center Drive, will be moving its 
offices to the large facility under con-
struction on Glebe Road just east of 
the Giant supermarket. It appears that 
a large parking garage is also part of 
the construction. Making transporta-
tion easier will be the nearby Metro 
station also under construction. It will 
be a welcome option for IDA employees 
and visitors alike. 

While IDA’s offices will have a new 
address, its mission will remain the 
same. It is to address challenging na-
tional security and technology policy 
issues with objective analysis, leverag-
ing the best research and development 
expertise available. IDA accomplishes 
this mission through its management 
of three federally funded research and 

development centers. 
Soon to be demolished will be the 

familiar Regal movie theater along the 
east side of Potomac Avenue. It will 
make room for IDA’s new neighbor, 
Virginia Tech, and its Innovation Cam-
pus. This new campus in Alexandria 
will complement VT’s main campus in 
Blacksburg where more than 30,000 
graduate and undergraduate students 
attend classes and conduct research, 
making it Virginia’s second largest 
public university.

On a national scale, VT is well re-
garded. Its engineering program is 
highly ranked while its research pro-
gram is well-funded with more than 
$500 million in its portfolio. The results 
of the research program are published 
in the open literature for all to see and 
leverage. 

Thus, together with IDA, VT’s In-
novation Campus will constitute the 
core of Alexandria’s high tech world 
and in the coming years more than 
likely will also find itself interacting 
with Arlington’s Amazon facility.

-Dick Chait,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
Natural channel design projects for 

forested, upper headwater streams are 
very much akin to highly destructive 
modern construction practices, infill 
development and gentrification of old-
er, historic communities in that all of 
a site’s existing natural, historical and 
“landscape memory” features such as 
topography, soils, microorganisms and 
native seedbanks are stripped away 
and forever lost.

Natural channel design construction 
projects in particular require a wider 
clearing of forest and stream banks than 
alternative methods.

In addition to at least 270 native 
trees that will be clear cut along Taylor 
Run for the unnecessary project, includ-
ing a number of old-age giants, a rare, 
biodiverse spring-fed seepage swamp is 
threatened, and countless aquatic and 
forest wildlife will be buried under tons 
of fill material dumped into the channel 
to raise the stream.

Salamanders, juvenile box turtles, 
crayfish and other aquatic macroinver-
tebrates and fishes like the Blacknose 
Dace that are particularly healthy and 
abundant in the Taylor Run project 
footprint, will all perish from the site. 
The Blacknose Dace, like most others, 
will not return because they no longer 
occur upstream or downstream in Tay-
lor Run owing to the poor condition of 
the stream in those places.

Let’s start the New Year off in the 
right direction with a life-affirming gift 
to the Taylor Run stream valley by re-
thinking the stream construction proj-
ect and substantially downscaling it so 
that the myriad of life existing there is 
not needlessly destroyed. 

The promise for Alexandria’s parks is 
that they’ll be protected, preserved and 
properly stewarded. They are not here as 
free land to be developed for stormwater 
management projects.

-Rod Simmons,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
If blue ribbons were awarded 

for excellence in an elected offi-
cial’s newsletter to constituents, 
Mayor Justin Wilson’s would 
get a gold ribbon for the com-
prehensiveness and detail with 
which he informs the citizenry 
of upcoming developments and 
their policy history going back 
sometimes decades.  

I trust that the editor gets 
flak for running so many of my 
letters, but if the editorial col-
umn would only make these 
same points, I would hardly 
write any letters at all. The Alex-
andria Times’ Dec. 24 editorial, 
“Wanted: Better approach to af-
fordable housing,” synthesized, 
in the sort of way journalism 
at its best uniquely does, seem-
ingly disparate factors such as 
flooding, housing affordability, 
traffic, school overcrowding and 
environmental impact, into the 
single theme of overdevelop-
ment.

The editorial concluded city 
hall should institute a “density 
moratorium” until these plau-
sibly density-driven factors are 
addressed.  

Wilson’s January 2021 news-
letter inadvertently illustrates 
the problem the editorial ad-
dresses: He devotes more than 
600 words to the city’s latest 
Landmark Mall redevelopment 
scheme.

While admitting in passing 
that city taxpayers will finance 
some of the required infrastruc-
ture improvements and pur-
chase the future hospital site to 
lease back to the hospital, no-
where does his write-up admit to 
a dollar figure for how much city 
taxpayers will be on the hook 
for what city hall wants to do to 
facilitate this redevelopment. 
Maybe if readers drill down into 
one of the links, they might find 
out that city hall intends to sink 
$130 million into the project up 
front, money better spent on 
flood mitigation infrastructure 

or affordable housing. 
The newsletter’s only at-

tempt to justify how much 
city hall intends to spend is by 
pointing out that 20 years ago 
the three major Landmark prop-
erties generated $1.25 million in 
real estate tax, versus today’s 
half million dollars. Readers 
might be left to wonder how, 
over the 30-year bond term, the 
annual additional three-quar-
ters of a million dollars, which 
amounts to $22.5 million, will 
come close to the $130 million.  

City hall’s news release as-
sures the public that the rede-
velopment will generate $778 
million, more than enough to 
cover the bonds and their in-
terest. But taxpayers have good 
cause for skepticism for two rea-
sons: 

1) If the estimates prove over-
optimistic, hardly anyone who 
is in office to make the decision 
today, without Del Pepper’s al-
most superhuman political lon-
gevity, will be in office when the 
consequences of overoptimistic 
projections come home to roost. 

2) This is a government 
town where we all know how 
decisions are typically justi-
fied: First comes the decision, 
then some underling is tasked 
with preparing a justification. 
Facts supporting the decision 
are cherry-picked, while those 
contradicting it are ignored, to 
string together a narrative sup-
porting the predetermined out-
come.

If a subordinate staffer in-
structed to justify city hall’s 
Landmark Mall redevelopment 
scheme came back with an hon-
est answer that did not support 
city hall’s decision, would that 
staffer be considered insubordi-
nate?  

For these reasons, no fiscal 
recommendation of this sort 
emanating from city hall or its 
consultants can be trusted.

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria

High tech coming to Potomac Yard

New Year’s resolution for Taylor Run

Skeptical of Landmark 
revenue projections
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Voting is still open until 
Jan. 20 in the Virginia Asso-
ciation of Museums’ Top 10 
Endangered Artifact com-
petition and a collection at 
the Alexandria Black His-
tory Museum is in the race. 
The artifact that receives the 
most public votes will win 
the People’s Choice Award 
and $1,000 toward the con-
servation of the artifact.

The entry from the Alex-
andria Black History Muse-
um is not a single object, but 
a vast trove of approximately 
41 linear feet of archival ma-
terial, including more than 
900 photographs, some un-
published, of African Ameri-
can political leaders, celebri-
ties and athletes.

The collection charts 
the career of Moss Kend-
rix, known as the “Father of 
Black public relations” and 
bears witness to the African 
American experience of the 
mid-20th century. It includes 
photographs of famous peo-
ple who promoted Coca-Cola 
and Carnation, two of Ken-
drix’s biggest clients, and 
documents publicity stunts, 
such as the creation of an 
enormous “bunburger” us-
ing Carnation Milk that 
could feed 80 people.

It also includes photo-
graphs and documents relat-
ing to other public relations 
work by Kendrix, such as Co-
la-Coca’s corporate sponsor-
ship at sporting events and 
competitions, like the 100% 

Wrong Club Annual All-
Sports Jamboree. The Jam-
boree was held in Atlanta by 
the Atlanta Daily World and 
Coca-Cola provided sponsor-
ship, including the donation 
of trophies and plaques.

Among Kendrix’s docu-
ments are examples of ad-
vertisement copy crafted to 
appeal to African American 
consumers, with positive and 
aspirational images featur-
ing African American models 
and stars drinking Coke. The 
documents also include press 
releases, written by Kendrix, 
reporting on conferences, 
conventions and sporting 
events related to his clients, 
large and small, and the or-
ganizations with which he 
was affiliated.

Other documents include 
correspondence, his radio 
show scripts, programs, re-
ports and magazines. Ken-

drix also created a large ar-
chive of newspaper clippings 
from around the country, 
including Virginia, that doc-
ument the African American 
experience, the civil rights 
movement, internation-
al politics, national affairs, 
sports and much more.

Unfortunately, a consid-
erable amount of the docu-
ments and photographs have 
been damaged by prior wa-
ter and mold exposure and 
affected by previous mold 
activity. Many are curled, 
stained, warped, and have 
surface losses, making them 
difficult to store and unsuit-
able for exhibition. Addi-
tionally, the materials used 
in their creation and orga-
nization have also affected 
many items. There is signif-
icant acid burning and stain-
ing from paperclips, staples, 
glue, and inherently acidic 

documents and folders. 
With this award, the Mu-

seum could provide much 
needed conservation treat-
ment to stabilize them and 
prevent further damage or 
loss to this remarkable col-
lection. The Museum is also 
planning to digitize the col-
lection to increase public 
access and to display items 
from the collection in a fu-
ture exhibition, currently 
planned for Spring/Summer 
2023.

At the time of writing, 
the Moss Kendrix Collection 
is in the lead, but we need 
to keep up the momentum. 
Show your support by vot-
ing once a day every day now 
through Jan. 20 at this direct 
voting link:

w w w.vamuseums-org.
w i s h p o n d . c o m / v i r g i n -
ia-s-top-10-endangered-arti-
facts-2020/entries/193779991/
reference.

The current voting tal-
ly of all 10 artifacts can be 
found at this link:

https://vamuseums-org.
w i s h p o n d . c o m / v i r g i n -
ia-s-top-10-endangered-ar-
tifacts-2020/.

Learn more about the 
Moss Kendrix Collection and 
its current condition needs at:

https://www.alexandria-
va.gov/historic/blackhistory/
default.aspx?id=119620.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Which vaccine category are you in?

Last Week 
What do you think of the proposed redevelopment of 
Landmark Mall?

A) Group 1a
B) Group 1b
C) Group 1c
D) A later group
E) I'm not sure

56% It's a tremendous win for the city.
20% I'm concerned about potential tax liability.
13% It will take too long to get to the hospital from the east end.
11% I'm not sure.

The Moss Kendrix Collection at the  
Black History Museum

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA BLACK HISTORY MUSEUM
A letter from and photograph of former Vice President Hubert H. 
Humphrey, part of the Moss Kendrix collection at the Alexandria 
Black History Museum.
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AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 

Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofing, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby 
Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power outages. 
FREE 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 

assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738  Special financing 
for qualified customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

Approved for use by UMN IRB
Effective on 11/4/2020
IRB Study Number: STUDY00005971

Do you CARE for someone 

with memory loss?
Care to Plan is an online care planning tool 
that helps families managing memory loss 

identify and access supportive services 
recommended for them. 

You may qualify for a NEW research study.

1-888-597-0828
senior.carenav@rivhs.com

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Off er valid at es-
timate only. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 
99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  Li-
cense# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Reg-
istration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H   

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Classifieds

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Alexandria City School 
Board will  hold an online public 
hearing on the  FY 2022 Com-
bined Funds Budget during the 
Virtual School Board Meeting on 
January 21 at 4:00 p.m. 

Public comments regarding the 
FY  2022 Combined Funds Budget 
may be submitted by noon 
January 20, 2021, in one of the 
following ways: 
• Sign up to speak at the 1/21/21 

virtual public hearing (4:00 p.m.) 
at: https://acpsweb.wufoo.com/
forms/sign up-for-the-public-
hearing-on-the-budgets/ 
• Email written comments to the  
Clerk of the Board at: 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us 
• U.S. Mail: 
Clerk of the Board, 
Alexandria City School Board  
1340 Braddock Place 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
• Telephone message:  
703-619-8316 

For more information, please 
contact the  Clerk of the Board 
at 703-619-8316 or  at the email 
listed above.

JOB LISTING
ASSOCIATE, PATENT LAW
Oblon, McClelland, Maier & 
Neustadt, LLP has opening 
in Alexandria, Virginia for 
Associate, Patent Law. 
Responsible for the analysis 
and preparation of replies 
to office actions and 
amendments. Requires a 
JD + undergrad degree in 
Aerospace Sci., Engineering, 
or Mechanical Engineering 
or equiv. and licensed to 
practice in Virginia and before 
the USPTO or eligible. Send 
resumes to Oblon, McClelland, 

Maier & Neustadt, LLP, Attn: 
Alexandra Mai, 1940 Duke St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314. Must ref 
job title & code: APL-KK.

HELP WANTED
Home & office Cleaners 
Wanted $600/Weekly
Cleaning Position: Available
Working Days: Mon-Fri
Time Schedule: 11 AM - 2 P
Minimum Requirement
Email: henrya75312@gmail.com

JOB LISTING
Software Engineer Senior 
to work in Alexandria, VA. 
Apply www.saic.com, Science 

Applications International 
Corporation. Job code 
#210039. EOE.

Richard Arlan Johnson 
"Dick," the only child of Marie 
(Ruesgen) and Richard Charles 
Johnson, was born June 28, 
1936 in La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
and died Dec. 21, 2020, at his 
home in Alexandria, Virginia. 

Dick never lost his Wis-
consin accent, nor his love for 
hunting and fishing which he 
shared with his father starting 
at an early age. They frequent-
ly arose at 5 a.m., before school 
started, to go duck hunting 
along the Mississippi flyway 
or rabbit or deer hunting. 

There were many facets 
to Dick. His love of his fam-
ily, and his wife of 60 years, 
Darlene (Weiland), son Dean 
and daughter-in-law Carol 
(Warner), daughter Christine 
Lankford, and daughter Cas-
sandra Johnson, was first and 
foremost. 

Dick graduated from Lo-
gan High School in La Crosse 
and attended his 1946 class-
mates' annual reunions every 
year until 2018. After grad-
uation he joined the Navy, 
hoping to become an airman, 
and, just before his accep-
tance into flight school, he 
tested color blind. He could 
not distinguish between a 
small dot of red light and a 
small dot of green light so, 
during his Naval stint from 

1956 through 1959, he served 
as an aviation structural me-
chanic on the USS Roosevelt. 
After his military service, 
Dick received his B.A. from 
the University of Wisconsin, 
La Crosse, moved to Virginia 
and entered the federal gov-
ernment workforce as a man-
agement intern and technol-
ogy and manpower analyst. 

From 1971-1974 he was 
chief of special case studies 
in the Executive Office of the 
President. Until his retirement 
in 1991, he served as a senior 
policy analyst and then the 
manager of state and local 
databases clearinghouse in 
the U.S. Department of Com-
merce. He was the recipient of 
numerous outstanding service 
awards and was recognized 
throughout his 32-year career. 

He took many graduate 
courses, focusing on leader-
ship, technology and com-
puter programming. On the 
weekend, not to be daunted 
by his color blindness, Dick 
took flying lessons at the 
airfield at Skyline Center. 
He knew that he was limited 
to daytime flying, but that 
didn’t deter him from be-
coming an airplane pilot. 

Dick was very much a 
family man, devoted to his 
wife and children. In 1968 

he added to the family unit 
a hunting dog, the first Gor-
don Setter of six sequential-
ly adopted Gordons over the 
next 52 years. He was a Boy 
Scout leader and handyman, 
remodeling the basement 
and building a family room 
addition and doing all those 
things for which others would 
have called in a plumber or an 
electrician. He valued good 
tools and cared for them as a 
cook maintains their equip-
ment. He had learned much 
from his carpenter father. 

Weekends and vacations 
were devoted to family; he 
strung together seven vaca-
tion weeks and in 1976 – the 
country's bicentennial – he 
bought a big old station wag-
on, and the family camped 
across the western part of 
the United States. Two years 
later, the family undertook a 
similar three-week trip across 

New England. 
After his retirement from 

the Federal Government, Dick 
volunteered at the Alexandria 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross, setting up the comput-
er network, maintaining it 
and training staff as needed. 
To satisfy his love of the out-
doors, Dick purchased land 
on Lake Anna in Spotsyl-
vania, Virginia and in 2003 
had a house built on it. Dick 
aspired to be the king of the 
walleye fisherman but never 
caught one. He subscribed to 
the Walleye magazine, Out-
door Life, Fisherman-Insider, 
Field and Stream and, having 
always remained interested 
in our country and our world, 
Bloomberg, Business Week, 
Time, The Week, Forbes, 
Newsweek and more. 

He was an avid and fast 
reader, managing to read a 
book or two each week as well. 
Dick and his wife were mem-
bers of Fairlington Presbyte-
rian Church from 1965 until 
2018. During this time, he was 
a choir member – he loved 
good music – a trustee and 
organizer of a men's group. In 
2018, he and his wife joined 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church where he continued, 
as his health allowed, to par-
ticipate in the men's group.

As Dick goes to be with 
our Lord, he leaves behind 
his immediate family and 10 
grandchildren, Leslie, Max-
im, Natalie and Nathan John-
son; Claire, Richard "Forrest,” 
Jessica and Eden Lankford; 
Faye (Javaudin) Pruiett; and 
Sebastien Javaudin as well 
as grandson-in-law Doug-
las Pruiett and great-grand-
daughter, Scarlet Pruiett. 

Dick believed in the basic 
goodness of all people. He 
was a doer, builder and giver 
and there was an openness 
about him with his wry sense 
of humor, integrity, good 
judgment, courage and com-
passion.

A memorial service will 
be held Saturday, Feb. 6 at 2 
p.m. at Westminster Presby-
terian Church, 2701 Cameron 
Mills Road, Alexandria, VA, 
22302. For safety, the church 
will only allow 25 people – 
wearing masks and social 
distancing – in attendance. 
Those wishing to attend will 
have to pre-register. The me-
morial service will also be 
viewable on livestream. 

In Dick's memory, in lieu 
of flowers, donations may be 
made to VCU Massey Cancer 
Center, Box 843042, Rich-
mond, VA 23284 or Doctors 
Without Borders. 

Richard Arlan Johnson
OBITUARY

COURTESY PHOTO

To place a  
classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens 
at 703-739-0001
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KRISTEN JONES |  ALEXANDRIA SPECIALIST 
RealTrends Top 1.5% agents in USA & #24 Individual Agent in VA
Northern VA Magazine Best Agent 2018-2020 
Washingtonian's Best Real Estate Agent 2018-2020
703.851.2556  |  kristenjones.com  |  kristen@kristenjones.com  |  Licensed in VA

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  Equal Housing Opportunity  |  *Represented the Buyer

16 Alexander St 
$1,700,000

15 Keiths Ln* 
$1,999,995

1111 Oronoco St #328 
$705,000

225 Strand St #302* 
$668,015

42 Alexander St 
$1,500,000

711 S Lee St* 
$880,000

18 Pioneer Mill Way* 
$2,615,944

310 Strand St #403* 
$2,954,500

5 Franklin St 
$1,235,000

533 E Luray Ave 
$720,000

1105 Queen St* 
$820,000

401 S Union St 
$1,425,000

1544 Hampton Hill Cir* 
$1,250,000

1653 & 1655 Mt Eagle Pl* 
$510,000

300 South Union St* 
$2,602,653

613 S Royal St* 
$2,250,000

1250 S Washington St #703* 
$675,000

5010 Heritage Ln* 
$599,900

6570 Old Chesterbrook Rd 
$1,400,000

1521 Spring Gate Dr # 10413* 
$334,050

A SAMPLE OF KRISTEN’S 2020 SALES


