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Council approves 
accessory dwelling 
unit policy
Restrictions around short-term rent-
als, owner occupancy included 
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City Council approved a preliminary version 
of a zoning text amendment that would define 
accessory dwelling units in code with restrictions 
around their use, ownership, height and location 
during the public hearing on Saturday.

ADUs are secondary housing units located 
on residential lots that have a separate kitchen, 

Shortage delays city’s 
inoculation efforts as  
frustration mounts
BY WILL SCHICK

Like their counterparts across 
Virginia, Alexandria’s healthcare 
workers are eager to administer 
the COVID-19 vaccine. Demand 
for the vaccine is definitely there, 
as more than 20,000 city resi-
dents have registered to receive 
the inoculation, according to the 
Alexandria Health Department.

Many of those 20,000 are in-
creasingly frustrated, however, as 
the problem rests with the supply: 
The city has not come close to 
vaccinating – or even scheduling 
vaccination appointments – for 
all of its eligible residents.

According to the Virginia 
Department of Health’s online 
data tracker, 9,473 doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine have been 
administered in Alexandria as 
of Wednesday. Of those who re-
ceived their first dose, just under 

one-tenth, 905 residents, have 
received their second dose. The 
reported numbers include vac-
cines administered through the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention pharmacy partner-
ship with Walgreens and CVS.

Per the state’s guidelines for 
vaccine distribution, “first re-
sponders, corrections and shelter 
workers, childcare employees and 
K-12 educators” and people over 
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PHOTO/ CHELSEA WEST
A customer reads signs on the door of Van Dorn Pharmacy, one of the COVID-19 vaccination sites in Alexandria.
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Christine Roland Garner

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 33 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

DEL RAY

Wonderful 
custom home 
in Del Ray! 
Situated on 
a large 5,500 
sq ft lot with 
a detached 
garage. The 
home has 5 
bedrooms, 5 full baths, mudroom and upper 
level laundry room. Open family room with 
gas fireplace, kitchen with large center island. 
French doors to beautiful patio, fenced yard 
and detached studio. Full finished basement, 
with a wet bar, high ceilings and additional 
storage. Screened in side porch & front porch.

$1,500,000 - Under Contract
OLD TOWN

Light filled end row 
home located in 
Arch Hall . This 3 
level home features 2 
spacious bedrooms, 
1 large full bath with 
separate shower and 
jetted tub. Eat-in 
kitchen has granite counters and  SS appliances. 
Freshly painted, refinished hardwood floors, new 
carpet, new hot water heater and HVAC! Cozy 
living room with a wood burning fireplace has 
French door leading to a charming brick patio. 
Short distance to King Street restaurants and 
shops, Torpedo Factory, stroll the river walk and 
enjoy all the Historic Old Town has to offer.

$615,000 - Under Contract
STAFFORD

MOVE IN READY! Perfect for the first 
time home buyer or if you’re  downsizing...
This newly renovated rambler has 3 bedrooms 
2 full bathrooms and it sits on approximately 
1/2 acre! The driveway is long and has ample 
parking. Convenient oversized storage shed for 
lawn equipment and gardening. The new large 
front deck is perfect for welcoming guests while 
practicing social distancing! 

$ 280,000 - Under Contract

OLD TOWN

A distinguished historic residence located in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria. Built in 
1810 this magnificent home had a full state of the art restoration with local builder William 
Cromley in 2012 and additional modern appointments more recently. This awe inspiring 
home is approx. 4,000 finished sq ft four levels and features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, a 
detached two car garage with an alley access and a beautiful side yard with a private walled 
gardening covered brick patio perfect for entertaining and al fresco dining!

$2,700,000 - Active
DEL RAY

Fabulous custom craftsman 
Bungalow in Del Ray with 
approximately 4,000 sq.ft  
situated on a large 6,500 
sq. ft. lot with front and 
back porches! Just minutes 
to the Braddock Street 
Metro. Open floor plan, 
spacious and light filled..this home boasts 5 bedrooms, 
4.5 bathrooms, family room with gas fireplace, gourmet 
kitchen with island, breakfast room and french doors to 
a screened in porch overlooking a beautiful level fenced 
back yard with flagstone patio and optional detached ga-
rage. Side porch entry to mudroom with shiplap & custom 
finishes, hardwood floors throughout. The lower level has 
high ceilings, spacious recreation room, bedroom with en 
suite bath and additional storage.

$1,750,000 - Under Contract 

Weichert

I Sell More Because I Do More!
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Energetic Hugo loves to go go go!  He’s  8 months old, not yet fully 
grown, though Hugo is a big boy already.

He’s been learning some tricks and training from his friends at the 
Shelter and he’d love to continue at his new home-- this clever boy 

has what it takes to make a very polite  pup.

 Learn more about Hugo and schedule a time to meet him  
virtually or in-person!

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment  

THANK YOU

~ Hello from Hugo ~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Because everyone  
deserves a home.”

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Body found  
in Holmes  
Run Park

Mayor Justin Wilson  
announces reelection bid

Biotechnology fundraiser underway 

A body was found sub-
merged in the water near 
Holmes Run Park at approx-
imately 9:30 a.m. on Jan. 22, 
according to the Alexandria 
Police Department.

Police stated on Twit-
ter that a passerby spotted 
a male victim submerged 

in the water. The incident 
is now the subject of an 
APD sudden death inves-
tigation, with the cause of 
death to be determined by 
the Chief Medical Exam-
iner’s office, according to 
APD.

-wschick@alextimes.com

Mayor Justin Wilson an-
nounced on Jan. 21 that he 
will be running for a second 
term. Wilson is currently the 
only mayoral candidate to 
have declared for the 2021 
local election.

Wilson was first elected 
to City Council in a special 
election in 2007. Although 
Wilson was not reelected in 
2009, he was voted back onto 
council in 2012, became vice 
mayor in 2015, and, in 2018, 
defeated then incumbent 
Mayor Allison Silberberg to 
become the city’s mayor.

Wilson’s term as mayor 
has been defined by the chal-
lenges of a global pandemic, 
national calls for racial jus-
tice and the damage caused 
by increased local flooding, 
as well as local controversy 
around issues like the Sem-
inary Road diet, all of which 
led to his decision to run for 
reelection, Wilson said.

“I think in many ways, 
the experience in the last 
year has solidified my desire 
to come back for another 
term,” Wilson said. “There 
is so much important leader-
ship that is required in order 
to protect the city’s future in 

this environment, and I feel 
like I have something to offer 
in that regard.”

In addition to the finan-
cial devastation caused by 
the pandemic, Wilson said 
his campaign will focus on 
updating and repairing the 
city’s infrastructure, partic-
ularly its stormwater system, 
which has drawn significant 
criticism from a community 
that has experienced several 
intense flooding events over 
the last year and a half.

“We started this term with 
the Metro shutdown and that 
was just a glaring headline 
example of what happens 
when you put off investments 
in infrastructure for a long 
period of time and have to 
deal with it all at once,” Wil-

son said. “… None of that is 
sexy, but when it fails, there’s 
no higher priority.”

Despite the challeng-
es of his last term, Wilson 
noted that, during his time 
as mayor, council has made 
headway on several signif-
icant, long-standing items, 
including redevelopment of 
the Landmark Mall site, con-
struction of the Potomac Yard 
Metro station, settlement of 
the T.C. lights lawsuit and the 
funding of five new or rebuilt 
Alexandria schools.

“I said at the beginning, 
two years ago, that I wanted us 
to be a small city that did big 
things, and we’ve got some big 
things ahead of us,” Wilson 
said. “I’m hopeful that with 
another term, we’re going to 
be able to make even more sig-
nificant accomplishments.”

Leading into the dem-
ocratic primary on June 8 
and election day on Nov. 
2, two council seats will 
be open, after Vice Mayor 
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker 
and Councilor Del Pepper 
announced they will not be 
running for reelection.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

T.C. Williams High School 
engineering and biotechnol-
ogy teacher Jen Ushe aims 
to raise $9,000 to organize a 
virtual event for her students 
and the school at large.

With the funds, Ushe hopes 
to hold a virtual talk with the 
family of Henrietta Lacks, 

an African American woman 
whose cancer cells were un-
wittingly used to produce the 
first immortalized human cell 
line. Lacks’ cells are still used 
for medical research.

Every year, Ushe’s biotech-
nology students read “The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta 

Lacks” by Rebecca Skloot, in 
order to learn about Lacks, 
cells, cell culture and the ra-
cial inequities in medicine, 
according to Ushe. 

Donations can be made to 
the campaign’s Donors Choose 
page at https://bit.ly/3ohyyNq.

-wschick@alextimes.com

CORRECTION:
The ship pictured on page one of the Jan. 21 Alexandria Times was incorrectly identified. The ship 
was, in fact, a Coast Guard ship. The Times regrets the error.

PHOTO/ MISSY SCHROTT
Mayor Justin Wilson.
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ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

February 4
Port City Flavor

February 18
Wedding

February 4
Finance

Community Foundation 
gives $100K to local 
nonprofits

Speak Easy features mu-
sician Jarreau Williams

The Community Foun-
dation for Northern Virgin-
ia awarded four nonprofits 
in the region with $25,000 
grants to help improve vul-
nerable residents’ access to 
food on Jan. 21, according to 
a news release. 

ALIVE!, an Alexandria 
nonprofit that provides 
food, shelter and financial 
support for those in need, 
was one of the recipients of 
CFNV’s grants. The Arling-

ton Free Clinic, Capital Area 
Food Bank and The House, 
Inc. also received grants, 
according to the new re-
lease. 

The grants are funded 
through the foundation’s 
Build Back-Dream Forward 
program, which aims to 
promote racial equity and 
serve communities dispro-
portionately impacted by 
COVID-19.

-wschick@alextimes.com

The Alexandria Times is 
kicking off its second year 
of the Speak Easy podcast 
with special guest Jarreau 
Williams, singer and front-
man of the Jarreau Williams 
Experience.

Williams spoke about 
how his time in Alexandria 
schools helped him grow 
as a musician, his musical 
influences and approach to 

songwriting, how the Black 
Lives Matter protests af-
fected and inspired him and 
what it's been like as a mu-
sician during the pandemic.

Listen to the latest epi-
sode of Speak Easy on Spoti-
fy, Apple Podcasts, Audible 
and the Alexandria Times 
website: www.alextimes.
com/2020/06/speak-easy/
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFING

COURTESY PHOTO
Jarreau Wiliams, singer and frontman of the Jarreau Williams 
Experience.
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SCHEDULE A CALL AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

CALENDLY.COM/LIZLUKE-AGENTS

Creating relationships,  not transactions
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Tony passed away peace-
fully surrounded by his fam-
ily at Winchester Medical 
Center on Jan. 14, 2021 from 
complications of cancer he 
had battled for two years. 
He is survived by his wife 
of 56 years Donna, his three 
children and their spouses, 
Tony (Patty), David (Uley), 
Marylisa Lichens (Dan), his 
seven grandchildren: Lind-
say Damiani Peer (Alan), 
Anthony (fiancé Jess), Dan-
iel, Van, Ruby, Daniela, Con-
rad and one great grandchild 
Adam as well as Tony’s ex-
tended family in Italy and 
the United States.

He was a member of the 
First Christian Church in Al-
exandria.  Tony was a long-
time member and participant 
of the Masons Henry Knox 
Field – John Blair Lodge No. 
349, Scottish Rites and Kena 
Temple Shiners. 

Tony was born in Morro 
D’oro, Teramo, Italy in 1938, 
the fourth of six children, 
and raised on his family 
farm. When he was young, 
his hometown was occu-
pied by Nazi forces. Life was 
hard and constantly threat-
ened. Food was scarce. Tony 
saw his friends’ fathers 
lined up against a church 
and executed. Like many 
at the time, he was forced 
to hide his own father in a 
hollowed-out haystack for 
the duration of the war. 
Despite the risk, he and his 
family protected their farm 
and neighbors to the best 
of their abilities. One of the 
best days of his childhood 
was when the American 
GIs arrived and liberated 
his town. This fostered his 
lifelong love of the United 
States and fueled his desire 
to move there. These expe-
riences forged Tony into a 

focused, driven and deter-
mined young man. 

Tony left home at age 12 
to become an apprentice me-
chanic and by the time he 
was 14 he was managing an 
auto repair station in near-
by Roseto delgi Abbruzzi, a 
town located on the Adriat-
ic Sea. In his spare time, he 
repaired commercial fishing 
boats and dreamed of coming 
to the United States. 

In 1957, at age 19, FIAT of-
fered Tony a chance to come to 
America and manage its auto 
repair operation in Washing-
ton D.C. On Dec. 5, 1957, he 
arrived in the New York Har-
bor with a single suitcase in 
his hand containing all of his 
worldly possessions. Through-
out his life, Tony remembered 
the first time he saw the Stat-
ue of Liberty and it always re-
mained a treasured symbol of 
America to him.

Tony settled in Alexan-
dria and eventually left FIAT 
to work at Frank’s Garage in 
Alexandria. While working at 
Frank’s, he met his future wife 
Donna Acree when she walked 
by to catch the bus to George 
Washington High School. This 
started a love story that lasted 
the rest of his life. 

Tony and Donna were 
married on Sept. 19, 1964 
and started their family 
soon after. Tony proudly be-
came a citizen of the United 
States in 1965. In 1969, Tony 
and Donna bought a local 
gas station on Common-
wealth Avenue and opened 
Tony’s Gulf Service. Within 
a few years, Tony and Donna 
had three children – Tony, 
Dave and Marylisa – and the 
business outgrew the Com-
monwealth Avenue location. 
Tony and Donna moved the 
business to a larger space 
in Old Town and renamed it 

Tony’s Auto Service, which 
has become known to the 
residents of the DMV simply 
as “Tony’s.”

Tony’s worked on cars, 
trucks, buses, ambulances, 
fire trucks, police vehicles, 
humvees and a variety of 
fleets and busses. Tony de-
veloped thousands of loy-
al customers and, in more 
than one case, repaired 
cars for generations of dif-
ferent families. Tony’s had 
the high honor of being 
selected to handle six con-
secutive United States Pres-
idential Inaugurations and 
it prepared and serviced the 
caisson used in President 

Ronald Reagan’s funeral. In 
addition, Tony personally 
worked on several special 
projects, including work-
ing on the development of 
the space shuttle, nuclear 
submarines, environmental 
regulations and even the 
first indoor golf simulator. 

Tony was a friend, men-
tor, teacher and inspiration 
to everyone he met. He took 
time to talk, listen and ad-
vise anyone who sought his 
advice. From presidents, 
senators, congressmen and 
general officers to actors, 
policemen, firemen and jan-
itors, Tony respected each 
one equally and touched and 

inspired many lives. 
Above all, Tony cherished 

his family. Finding time in a 
demanding schedule to take 
his children on vacation, 
trips to Italy, Disney World, 
travel soccer tournaments  – 
he would drive the bus – and 
rock concerts. He had season 
tickets to the Washington 
Redskins, Bullets, Capitals 
and Diplomats. With his 
family, Tony was a teacher, 
mentor, medic, cook and grill 
master, mischievous prank-
ster, cheerleader, confidant, 
mad scientist, animal whis-
perer and best friend.  He 
was a dynamo, with endless 
energy and creativity, who 
could repair a car or build a 
home with equal skill and 
attention to detail.

Tony enjoyed spending 
time at his country home, 
hunting, hiking – no one 
moved faster through the 
woods – gardening and 
taking care of a variety of 
animals, including his two 
beloved donkeys Pasquale 
and Natale. He loved mak-
ing homemade wine and in-
volving all the family mem-
bers in the process. He had a 
green thumb and always had 
beautiful hydrangeas, bego-
nias and roses around his 
patio and grew a grape and 
wisteria arbor around his 
pool in Alexandria. He and 
Donna were at the center of 
the family wheel and Tony 
always had a twinkle in his 
eye, roses in his cheeks, and 
smile on his face.

He was one in a million. 
God bless the life of Antonio 
“Tony” Damiani. Soar high! 
Sempre Avanti!

Tony’s favorite charity is 
the Shriner’s Children Hos-
pital and donations can be 
made on his behalf at shri-
nershospitalsforchildren.org. 

Antonio Damiani
June 12, 1938 – Jan. 14, 2021

“Preach the Gospel at all times. Use Words if necessary,” St. Francis of Assisi

OBITUARY

COURTESY PHOTO
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Port City Profile

Love books? 
Many have written off 

private bookstores in the 
past decade, but the rumors 
of the demise of these fine 
establishments are just 
that – rumors. Here in 
Alexandria, the written word 
is celebrated and perusing a 
good bookshop is a favorite 
past time of many residents. 

A few years ago, Amazon 
even bestowed a great 
compliment on the Port 
City by announcing that the 
denizens of this fine city 
ordered more books per capita 
than anywhere else in the U.S. 

Less than a year ago, in 
the midst of the world's worst 
pandemic in a century, this 
already much-loved Del Ray 
shop, The Company of Books, 
opened its doors. Offering 
gently used books for sale, 

visiting this comfortable shop 
with a relaxed atmosphere is 
like going to catch up with an 
old friend.

Operating safely while 
serving clients and meeting 
their reading as well as 
health and safety needs is 
undeniably tricky, but since 
opening in August 2020, 
business has generally been 
dynamic.  

The store is run by a not-
for-profit corporation for the 
benefit of the community, 
with hope for financial 
contributions and providing 
space for good causes, once 
COVID-19 permits.

The store remains 
open for in-store shopping 
with required masks and 
social distancing. Private 
appointments may also be 
arranged.

The Company of Books

Name: The Company of Books
Location: 1712 Mt Vernon Avenue
Neighborhood: Del Ray
Motto: "Reading is Freedom”
Year opened: 2020
Type of business: Used Books
Hours of operation: Sunday through Thurs 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Fri-

day and Saturday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; shopping by appointment 
available Wednesday, Friday and Sunday 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

Email: tcbdeltray@gmail.com
Phone: 703-299-3080
Website: tcbdelray.com

the age of 65 are the priority 
to receive inoculations within 
group 1b, the current phase of 
the vaccine rollout.

Yodit Gulelat, pharmacist 
and owner of Van Dorn Phar-
macy, said that the slow rate 
of vaccination is not some-
thing unique to the city but 
reflects a broader national 
problem of a low COVID-19 
vaccine supply. Van Dorn 
Pharmacy has administered 
the Moderna vaccine several 
times in the past month.

Gulelat said she believes 
people across the country 
should demand that their 
national leaders do more to 
increase the number of avail-
able vaccines. 

“As a nation, we need to 
go out and say, ‘give us the 
vaccine,’” Gulelat said.

“This is something that’s 
killing people. You have to 
voice it up,” Gulelat contin-
ued. “… People are dying.” 

Gulelat also added that 
she did not understand why 
the broader public was not 
more vocal about demand-
ing the federal government 
do more to provide supplies 

of the vaccine.
Stacey Swartz, the owner 

and lead pharmacist at Del 
Ray Pharmacy, said her busi-
ness filed to become a vacci-
nation provider for the city at 
the end of last year but has 
yet to receive any vaccines.

“We’re set up and ready to 
go,” Swartz said, “We’re just 
waiting for there to be an ad-
equate supply.”

Natalie Talis, the pop-
ulation health manager for 
AHD, said the nationwide 
vaccine shortage remains 
the primary roadblock to the 
city’s vaccination efforts. 

“I think the biggest chal-
lenge right now is very simply, 
just a supply issue. We have 
the capacity to vaccinate thou-
sands and thousands of people 
every week, but the doses just 

aren’t there,” Talis said.
According to Talis, the 

City of Alexandria is receiv-
ing less than 2,000 doses 
a week of the vaccine. In a 
press release published last 
week, the city announced 
that it will likely continue to 
receive this amount for the 
next three to four weeks.

Talis also said that “the 
less than 2,000 doses the city 
is receiving are specifically 
just for first doses.” She added 
they will eventually receive 
second doses for every first 
dose they have administered.

According to Talis, the city 
started to administer second 
doses this past Saturday and 
“will continue to do second 
dose clinics for people” as they 

As a nation, we need to go 
out and say, ‘give us the 

vaccine.’ This is something that’s 
killing people. You have to voice 
it up. … People are dying.”

–Yodit Gulelat, 
owner, Van Dorn Pharmacy 

PHOTO/CHELSEA WEST
Van Dorn Pharmacy is a local pharmacy that is ready to distribute the COVID-19 vaccine when the sup-
ply is available.

VACCINE FROM | 1

SEE VACCINE | 8
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receive more supplies. 
The federal government au-

tomates the delivery of second 
doses and pre-designates the 
ratio of first and second doses 
to be delivered, according to 

Dr. Danny Avula, the state's 
vaccination coordinator.

In a Virginia Department 
of Health tele-press conference 
over weekend, Avula explained 
that the federal government 
automates the delivery of sec-
ond doses and pre-designates 

the ratio of first and second 
doses to be delivered,

“If you are a health system 
that received 10,000 doses of 
Pfizer, three weeks from now, 
which is the dosing interval 
for the Pfizer vaccine, you will 
receive another 10,000 doses 

of Pfizer,” Avula said.
There is currently no 

walk-up availability for the 
vaccine anywhere in the city, 
according to Talis.

For now, Talis said the city 
is continuing to vaccinate 
at larger scale clinics about 
three times every week. She 
also said the city is continu-
ing to work with community 
providers to register all eligi-
ble people.

The process for register-
ing and receiving the vac-
cine, however, has not always 
been clear to those who are 
eligible.

An Alexandria City Public 
Schools teacher who spoke to 
the Alexandria Times under 
the condition of anonym-
ity, who will be referred to 
as “Jeff,” said some teachers 
are disappointed at not being 
able to secure appointments. 
Jeff said there has been gen-
eral confusion on how to go 
about reserving appoint-
ments for second doses. 

“There was a lot of frus-
tration with the teachers, at 
least at my school, that not 
very many of them were able 
to successfully get an ap-
pointment,” Jeff said.

According to Jeff, confu-
sion had led some teachers 
“back onto the CDC website” 
to broaden their search for 
available appointments to 
places as far as Manassas, 

Sterling and West Virginia.
A new appointment reg-

istration system will be 
coming online in the next 
few weeks, Talis said, which 
should help stem some of 
the confusion behind the 
appointment process.

For now, Talis said people 
who receive their first dose 
with the Alexandria Health 
Department do not need to 
schedule their second dose 
appointment in VAMs, the 
CDC website where many 
people schedule their first 
appointments. 

She also asked that people 
check their spam and junk 
mail folders in case they have 
missed any important com-
munications. 

Talis also stated that she 
discourages residents from go-
ing outside their jurisdictions 
to receive their vaccinations. 

“The challenge about go-
ing to another jurisdiction or 
another place is that we can’t 
guarantee that that jurisdic-
tion will not cancel their ap-
pointment,” Talis said.

The reason for this, Talis 
said, was that “because like 
our allocations [of the vaccine], 
their allocations are also based 
on population numbers.”

“We’re all so anxious to be 
able to get that vaccination 
and … we all just want this to 
come to an end,” Jeff said.

-wschick@alextimes.com

PHOTO/ AHD
A Medical Reserve Corps vaccinator and vaccinator assistant prepare for patients during an Alexandria 
Health Department COVID-19 vaccination event.

DISPOSE OF 
UNWANTED 
MEDICATIONS 
AT THESE 
DROP-BOX 
LOCATIONS!

*NEEDLES ARE NOT 
ACCEPTED AT PERMANENT  

MEDICATION DROP-BOX LOCATIONS.

INOVA ALEXANDRIA
HOSPITAL
4320 Seminary Rd.
Visitor’s Lobby
Near cashier’s window
Daily: 1 - 5 p.m.

ALEXANDRIA POLICE
HEADQUARTERS
3600 Wheeler Ave.
Inside front entrance doors
Ring bell for access
Available 24/7

NEIGHBORHOOD
PHARMACY
2204 Mount Vernon Ave.
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

There was a lot of frustration with 
the teachers, at least at my school, 

that not very many of them were able 
to successfully get an appointment.”

– Jeff,
teacher, ACPS

VACCINE FROM | 7

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in 
bringing you the news every week. 
Please show them your thanks by  

patronizing their businesses.
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703 797 3800  |  HERMITAGENOVA.ORG  |  5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  |  ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311

LET’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

LIVE  ON YOUR OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living 
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the 
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents, 
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to 
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your 
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic 
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you 
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern 
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.

sleeping area and bathroom. 
They can be located within 
the dwelling already on the 
property – i.e. a basement 
apartment – or serve as 
stand-alone exterior units, 
such as a detached garage or 
shed.

ADUs have been a topic 
of conversation in the city 
for years: The city has been 
assessing the potential for 
an ADU policy since 2008 
when Arlington approved a 
similar policy. The concept 
has drawn both support and 
criticism from community 
members who, respectively, 
see them as a partial solution 
to the city’s lack of housing 
supply or a catalyst for addi-
tional density in an already 
dense city.

The policy staff proposed 
on Saturday was aimed at ad-
dressing the need for more 
market rate affordable units 
in the city, an argument that 

ADU supporters have cited in 
the past. Between 2000 and 
2019, Alexandria lost about 
16,000 market affordable 
rental units, which account-
ed for an 87% decline, ac-
cording to the staff presen-
tation.

Due to their size and lack 
of amenities compared to 
units in larger apartment 
complexes, ADUs are often 
rented more affordably, Julia 
Santure, a city housing an-
alyst, said. Since ADUs can 
be built inside a house or 
on an existing piece of res-
idential property, they also 
provide some residents with 
the chance to live in neigh-
borhoods they otherwise 
wouldn’t be able to afford.

“These units can help us 
expand housing affordabili-
ty throughout the entire city 
by creating greater access to 
high-performance schools, 
parks and other amenities 
that may not have been pre-
viously accessible to low- and 

moderate-income renters,” 
Santure said.

According to staff, ADUs 
also enable seniors and peo-

ple with disabilities to age 
and live safely and affordably 
in place by providing them a 
living space close to their rel-

atives or by providing hous-
ing for a caregiver. There are 

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Accessory dwelling units can be located within an existing dwelling or as a stand alone structure, such 
as a detached garage or shed.

COUNCIL FROM | 1

SEE COUNCIL | 10
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3,350 to 3,906 low-income 
senior households and 6,132 
seniors living alone in Alex-
andria, according to the staff 
presentation.

Staff recommended a 
policy that would allow one 
ADU to be built on any prop-
erty that is developed with a 
single-family, two-family or 
townhouse dwelling.

Under the staff-recom-
mended policy, occupancy 
of the ADU would be lim-
ited to three or fewer peo-
ple, only one ADU would be 
permitted per property and 
short-term rentals, which 
constitute anything rented 
for less than 30 days, would 
be permitted following cur-
rent city code. Staff also 
recommended no separate 
fee for the ADU permit and 
that the principal dwell-
ing and ADU remain under 
common ownership.

ADUs would also be limit-
ed to the height of the prima-
ry dwelling or 20 feet, which-
ever is less.

As presented by staff, the 
policy drew mixed reactions 
from both council and the 
community.

Councilor Mo Seifeldein 
largely supported staff’s rec-
ommendation. However, he 
said that while ADUs are a 
useful housing tool that will 
provide additional overall 
units, they do not address 
the ongoing dearth of afford-
able housing in the city, as 
some community members 
and city staff said.

“This is not an affordable 

housing policy. This is just a 
housing policy that the city 
needs,” Seifeldein said.

Some residents and mem-
bers of council expressed 
worry that ADUs could easily 
be used for short-term rent-
als and AirBnB stays that 
would create additional noise 
pollution and disruption in 
neighborhoods where rentals 
are not common.

Seifeldein opposed the 
idea of ADUs being used ex-
clusively for short-term rent-
als and said the need for ad-
ditional housing units should 
be balanced with the needs 
of entrepreneurs.

“If the stated purpose of 
the ADUs is to allow more 
housing, which leads to 
stability, the concern is … 
there are innovative entre-
preneurs out there that may 
use this exclusively as rent-
als, AirBnB rentals,” Seif-
eldein said. “At the same 
time, given our universal 
city policy about short-term 
rentals, I don’t want to ex-
clude someone or chill their 
entrepreneurship.”

In response to Seifeldein’s 
comments, Karl Moritz, di-
rector of the Department of 
Planning and Zoning, said 
that other jurisdictions have 
put limitations on the num-
ber of days per year that an 
ADU can be used as a short-
term rental. Council direct-
ed staff to assess something 
similar in the city. 

Carter Flemming, pres-
ident of the Seminary Hill 
Association, opposed the 
ordinance, citing staff’s re-
moval of an owner occupan-

cy requirement prior to its 
presentation on Saturday. 
Previously, staff had recom-
mended that the owner of the 
property live on-site but had 
removed the requirement.

Flemming expressed a 
concern, echoed by sever-
al residents, that external 
ADUs would end up func-
tioning as short-term rent-
als and AirBnBs instead of 
the permanent and inter-
generational dwellings staff 
had presented. By requiring 
owner occupancy, Flemming 
argued, short-term tenants 
would feel more pressure to 
act responsibly in a given 
neighborhood.

“We wonder how increas-
ing the number of what will 
be hotel rooms in the city 
in any way addresses the 
affordable housing crisis,” 
Flemming said. “Knowing 
the likely use of ADUs is the 
reason why owner occupancy 
should be required.”

City Planner Sam Shel-
by noted that staff had re-
moved the owner occupancy 
requirement because further 
research found that jurisdic-
tions who adopted an ADU 
policy often removed the 
owner occupancy require-
ment later, citing it as an un-
necessary regulatory barrier 
to ADU development.

Alexandria resident Zach-
ary DesJardins argued that 
without an owner occupancy 
requirement, property own-
ers would be encouraged to 
develop ADUs on their prop-
erties and open up new op-

Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

Support our  
awarding-winning  

education program and  
innovative concerts

Serving 
40,000+ people 

annually

Visit www.alexsym.org or  
call 703-548-0885

If the stated purpose of the ADUs 
is to allow more housing, which 

leads to stability, the concern is … 
there are innovative entrepreneurs out 
there that may use this exclusively 
as rentals, AirBnB rentals.”

–Mo Seifeldein, 
councilor 

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com
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Wear a mask.
Save a life.

You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new coronavirus by wearing 
a cloth facemask when you must go out in public. By wearing a mask, 
you help prevent community spread of the coronavirus and help 
protect the most vulnerable in our community.

portunities for low-income 
residents.

“I think omitting the 
owner occupancy limit will 
allow more ADUs to be built 
within neighborhoods that 
frankly don’t have any rent-
als at all today,” DesJardins 
said. “… Adding diversi-
ty of race and income into 
our whitest and wealthiest 
neighborhoods is an admi-
rable goal.”

Although they both sup-
ported the concept of ADUs 
in general, Councilors Del 
Pepper and Amy Jackson ex-
pressed concerns with a lack 
of some owner occupancy re-
strictions.

“… I feel strongly about 
the owner occupancy sort of 
thing because I know what 
it’s like for the owner not to 
be there. It’s like the cat’s 
away and the mice will play, 
and it’s not fair to the neigh-
borhoods,” Pepper said.

Mayor Justin Wilson sup-
ported some kind of restric-
tions but opposed an overly 
prescriptive policy around 
owner occupancy that would 
put an additional burden on 
staff to be “hiding in the 
bushes” in order to deter-
mine who lives where.

In opposition to staff’s 
recommendation, multiple 
members of council support-
ed adding an ADU permit fee 
in order to fund the addition-
al staff efforts required by 
the ADU policy.

“We felt it was good to 
remove one small barrier 
to applications given how 
challenging the whole pro-
cess is going to be, but [a fee] 
wouldn’t fatally damage the 
program,” Moritz said in re-
sponse.

The staff-proposed poli-
cy did not require property 
owners to provide addition-
al on-site or street parking 
if they wanted to develop an 
ADU, which drew opposition 
from Councilors John Chap-
man and Pepper.

Chapman expressed dis-
appointment that staff had 
opted for a general approach 
to a parking policy instead 
of a neighborhood-specific 
approach. He urged staff to 
reconsider its approach to 
parking and recommended 
council send the policy back 
to staff for revisions.

“Even though we are ap-
proving this for the entire 
city, I do think we have differ-
ent neighborhoods that have 
parking concerns,” Chapman 
said. “… For us to do a blan-

ket policy that doesn’t ad-
dress those concerns seems a 
little bit irresponsible.”

Seifeldein ultimately 
made a motion, second-
ed by Chapman, to approve 
the staff-recommended text 
amendment with specific 
changes. Council directed 
staff to include a prohibition 
against exclusive short-term 
rentals; an initial owner oc-
cupancy requirement at the 
time of ADU construction; 
a $75 to $100 permit fee; a 
council review of the policy 
after 18 months and a re-
quired notification to neigh-
bors in the event of ADU de-
velopment. 

Seifeldein also incorpo-
rated staff’s proposed tiered 
approach to setbacks: The 
taller the external ADU, the 
farther back from the prop-
erty line it would have to be.

The motion passed 6-1, 
with Jackson as the lone dis-
senting vote.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Even though we are approving 
this for the entire city, I do think 

we have different neighborhoods that 
have parking concerns. … For us to do a 
blanket policy that doesn’t address those 
concerns seems a little bit irresponsible.”

– John Chapman,
councilor

COUNCIL FROM | 10
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ACPS updates reopening plans
Continued virtual-on-
ly learning frustrates 
some parents
BY ALLISON HAGEMAN

Alexandria City Public 
Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Gregory Hutchings Ed. D pro-
vided an update on reopen-
ing schools and announced a 
new in-person learning pro-
gram called SEAL Support 
Mondays during the Jan. 21 
virtual Alexandria School 
Board meeting. The meeting 
was marked by considerable 
push-back from several par-
ents frustrated by continued 
virtual-only learning.

The first students slat-
ed to return for part-time 
in-person learning are the 

youngest students with dis-
abilities. These pupils were 
supposed to return to school 
on. Jan. 19. However, that 
date has already been pushed 
back three times.

According to the ACPS 
website, which was updated 
on Monday, learning will re-
main virtual-only the week 
of Feb. 1, meaning the earli-
est possible return to in-per-
son learning for this first 
group is the week of Feb. 8. 

At the school board meet-
ing, ACPS staff went over its 
decision matrix for a hybrid 
phased reopening and how 
it had been impacted by the 
increase in new COVID-19 
cases in Alexandria and 
strained staffing levels.

According to Dr. Stephen 
Haering, the director of the 
Alexandria Health Depart-
ment, Alexandria is in the 
highest risk category for one 
of the core public health in-
dicators, which is based on 
the number of new cases per 
hundred thousand within 
the last 14 days. On Jan. 7, 
Alexandria reported 71 cases 
for that day, another 80 daily 
cases on Jan. 14 and 58 daily 
cases on Jan. 21, according 
to data from the Alexandria 
Health Department. 

At the meeting, Hutch-
ings also discussed new in-
terim guidance from the Vir-
ginia Department of Health 
on reopening K-12 schools. 
Although it is similar to 

ACPS’ existing reopening 
decision matrix, the district 
will make some changes to 
its reopening approach based 
on the new guidance.

This includes slight per-
centage changes for the 
moderate risk and high risk 
of community transmission 
and for the COVID-19 PRC 
test positivity percentag-
es as a 14-day average. The 
second change was the ap-
proach to monitoring ab-
senteeism based on illness, 
which means ACPS will have 
to track students and staff 
missing school based on ill-
ness once the doors are open, 
Hutchings said. 

Strained staffing levels, 
especially among teachers, 

have also affected ACPS’ re-
opening, according to Hutch-
ings. ACPS is currently only 
able to have 50% to 75% of its 
staff in buildings, while, nor-
mally, there would be 75% to 
100%. The "strained level" is 
currently based on facility 
operation, teaching, admin-
istration and transportation 
staff who have decided they 
are willing and able to be at 
school in-person. The "nor-
mal level" percentage reflects 
the staffing levels needed for 
ACPS to operate efficiently 
once open in person, accord-
ing to Hutchings. Hutchings 
hopes with ACPS teachers 
being eligible for vaccines 

PHOTO/ACPS
Alexandria City Public Schools announced that it will provide weekly updates on when it plans to reopen schools.

SEE ACPS | 13
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that this will change. 
“What we are hoping to 

see as our staff are receiv-
ing their vaccines [is] that 
we should go from a strained 
level to a normal level over 
time,” Hutchings said. 

School board member Ja-
cinta Greene asked about the 
percentage of teachers who 
have been vaccinated so far. 
Hutchings said they are track-
ing who has been vaccinated, 
but they are still trying to 
figure out a way to track who 
among their staff has been 
vaccinated without compro-
mising their medical informa-
tion. Hutchings did not clarify 
why sharing vaccination rates 
would involve sharing person-
al medical information.

Similarly, school board 
member Michelle Rief in-
quired about the staffing 
capacity, how ACPS is gath-
ering data for staff to return 
and how it would impact in-
dividual schools.

“Would we be in a situ-
ation where some schools 
would be able to come back, 
maybe before other schools 
based on the staffing capac-
ity?” Rief asked.

Once schools open, it 
would be possible that a 
disparity could occur if one 
school has an outbreak while 
another does not, Hutch-
ings said. Once the district 
opens, ACPS could shift from 
division-wide decisions to 
school-by-school decisions, 
according to Hutchings.  

Board Vice Chair Veron-
ica Nolan said that she was 

concerned about the week-to-
week decision timeframe. She 
expressed a concern that it 
will impact the community’s 
trust, and it might be better 
to share a specific reopen-
ing date and give the ACPS a 
week or two to prepare.

“I just keep worrying, I 
think I mentioned this last 
time, that this is perhaps not 
enough time for both fam-
ilies, the community part-
ners, staff, your team, to 
have to adjust and pivot that 
quickly,” Nolan said. 

Hutchings stated that his 
team has been discussing 
this and the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health guidance is to 
forcast two to four weeks for 
changes. 

Several parents spoke up, 
voicing their frustrations. 
ACPS parent Jennifer Nicco-
lls was critical of last-minute 
changes to the school cal-
endar, including the recent 
change to asynchronous 
learning on Jan. 20, Inau-
guration Day. Niccolls asked 
that ACPS share the sum-
mer school schedule and hire 
more school staff. She added 
that her daughter only ap-
pears to learn when she is 
working with a teacher in a 
small group. 

“Live teaching should 
not stop during important 
events, it should include 
them, especially when our 
kids are in school just four 
days a week with live in-
struction,” Niccolls said.

Another ACPS parent, 
Gina Baum, said it would be 
a “travesty” for someone to 
vaccinate teachers and not 

have an intention to reopen 
schools. In her comments at 
the meeting, Baum advocat-
ed for families to be able to 
choose in-person learning 
and said she was “sick” of 
school board members not 
liking the comparison of 
ACPS to private schools. 

“A desk space three feet 
apart in a private school is no 
different than a desk space 
three feet apart in a public 
school,” Baum said. 

Heather Rosner, a band 
teacher at George Mason 

Elementary School, wrote 
a letter favoring virtual 
instruction for music stu-
dents learning instruments. 
In-person restrictions on 
hands-on learning for an in-
strument require a distance 
of 20 to 30 feet, and make it 
hard to teach proper hand 
and mouth positions, accord-
ing to Rosner.

“While wearing a mask, 
the instructor will not be 
able to model position of lips, 
tongue, and teeth, which is 
essential to playing,” Rosner 

wrote in a letter to the School 
Board. 

Hutchings proposed one 
new temporary solution for 
those looking for in-person 
learning opportunities. The 
SEAL Support Mondays pro-
gram will provide in-person 
support for students K-12 not 
responding to virtual help. 
SEAL, or social, emotional, 
academic learning, is already 
given to students virtually, 
Hutchings said. 

School board member 
Ramee Gentry was posi-
tive about the new program 
but thinks it needs further 
clarification, particularly if 
students will be assigned to 
their specific school. 

“I think that’s going to be 
a really welcome support,” 
Gentry said. “That a lot of 
families will appreciate.” 

The details of this new 
program and its specific start 
date are still being finalized 
and more details will be an-
nounced in upcoming weeks, 
Hutchings said. As of now, 
students will be selected for 
the program based on ACPS 
data, SEAL assessments and 
teacher observation.

-ahageman@alextimes.com

The Substance Abuse Prevention 
Coalition of Alexandria thanks the following 
restaurants for supporting the Project 
Sticker Shock campaign to prevent youth 
alcohol access in our community.
These restaurants placed bright warning stickers reminding adults 
of the legal consequences of providing alcohol to individuals under 
the age of 21 on pizza delivery boxes.

THANK YOU RESTAURANT PARTNERS! 

Atlantis Pizzeria and Family Restaurant 
Lost Dog Cafe - Alexandria 

Quattro Formaggi 

Learn more about our work preventing youth alcohol use  
and how to get involved at PreventItAlexandria.org 

This program is made possible through a grant funded by Virginia Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Authority.

The Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of  
Alexandria thanks the following restaurants for  
supporting the Project Sticker Shock campaign  
to prevent youth alcohol access in our community. 
These restaurants placed bright warning stickers reminding adults of 
the legal consequences of providing alcohol to individuals under the 
age of 21 on pizza delivery boxes. 

THANK YOU RESTAURANT PARTNERS! 
Atlantis Pizzeria and Family Restaurant 

Lost Dog Cafe - Alexandria 
Quattro Formaggi 

 Learn more about our work preventing youth alcohol use  
and how to get involved at PreventItAlexandria.org 

 This program is made possible through a grant funded by Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority. 

 

I just keep worrying, I think I 
mentioned this last time, that 

this is perhaps not enough time 
for both families, the community 
partners, staff, your team, to have 
to adjust and pivot that quickly.”

– Veronica Nolan,
vice chair, Alexandria School Board 

PHOTO/ACPS
ACPS students with disabilities were meant to return to part-time 
in-person learning on Jan. 19, but that plan has been postponed.
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Contact Eric Hansen 
for more information:

703-896-0717
ehansen@millerandsmith.com

SALES CENTER
551 Harbor Side Street
Woodbridge, VA 22191

MillerandSmith.com

A C T I V E  A D U LT  E L E VAT O R  T O W N H O M E S
N O W  S E L L I N G

3 - 4  B E D R O O M S ,  2 . 5  -  3 . 5  
B AT H S ,  2 - C A R  G A R A G E

G O U R M E T  K I T C H E N  W I T H  
L A R G E  I S L A N D  &  O P E N  
L I V I N G  S PA C E S

I N D O O R / O U T D O O R  
E N T E R TA I N I N G

MEET YOUR 55+ 
FOREVER HOME

Whether you choose The Commodore or The Galleon model, our 55+ Lifestyle Elevator Townhomes 

offer Lock & Leave convenience in the ultimate Stick Around & Lounge riverside setting. Thanks to 

your own private elevator, you can enjoy the ease of single level living in a luxury 3-level townhome 

with all the living, entertaining, and storage space you need. Plus access to fabulous social and 

recreation amenities tailored exclusively for 55+ homebuyers at Belmont Bay.

From $589,990
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CLOSE HOMETO

HOME 
PROFILE

Old Town home brings George 
Washington’s history to life

BY ALLISON HAGEMAN

SEE WASHINGTON | 17

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
The front of 508 Cameron St., a replica of a house George Washington once owned on the same spot.

Washington Way
When Tom Byrne’s son was a child, he wrote a letter to the 

City of Alexandria asking them to restore the name of an alley 
behind their historic home in Old Town.

The home Byrne and his family lived in was a replica of a 
prior house on the same lot that was once owned and occupied 
by George Washington himself. The alley is where Washington 
would ride his horse to enter his property. Soon after the letter 
was sent to the City, signs went up, and the alley was restored 
to its previous name: Washington Way. 
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Brokers Warmly Welcomed. 
Must register and comply 
with policy terms.

Sett le Into Luxury This New Year
DISCOVER CRAFTMARK HOMES IN FAIRFAX COUNTY

4 -LEVEL 
ROOFTOP TOWNHOMES 

FROM THE MID $800S

Discover a new kind of Alexandria 
lifestyle and experience the many 

benefi ts of living inside the beltway 
without sacrifi cing the luxury of an 
excepti onally spacious home, both 

inside and out. Lot Premium Applies. 

A RARE OPPORTUNITY:
Oversized Homesite (29,479 SF) 

on a Private Cul-De-Sac • Near Old 
Town Alexandria • Easy Access to 

Commuter Routes & Washington, D.C. 
• Great Retail & Dining Opti ons 
• Nature Trails & Parks Nearby 

• Backs to Naturally Wooded Area

ARCHITECTURALLY 
DISTINCTIVE SINGLE FAMILY 

HOME • FROM $1.15M

NEW URBAN GRAND 
ELEVATOR TOWNS

FROM THE UPPER $600S

LibertyByCra� mark.com
Take a Virtual Tour!

Our beautiful model home is currently 
for sale and ready for you - Full of 
incredible upgrades and high-end 

features, this is your fi nal chance to 
own one of the only new elevator 

townhomes in Fairfax County.

A FULLY APPOINTED HOME:
• 3-Stop Elevator • 24' x 44' layout 

• 2,740 sq. ft. • 10' Ceilings on Main 
Level • Shaw 5" Engineered Hardwood 
Flooring • Bosch® Appliance Package

AN ELEVATED LIFESTYLE:
Walkable Shopping & Dining at Future 

Liberty Market • Gorgeous Green & Golf 
Course Views • Workplace Convenience 

• Nature Trails • Dog Parks 
• Community Center

SCHEDULE YOUR 
PERSONAL APPOINTMENT

Sales Manager | Lori Windsor 
(703) 507-6882 (Call or Text!)

lwindsor@craftmarkhomes.com
Sales Manager | Eric Yakuchev

(703) 989-6662 (Call or Text!)
eyakuchev@craftmarkhomes.com

We have a few quick move-in townhomes 
remaining in this lively Alexandria 

neighborhood! Act now to experience 
luxury living in an extraordinary 

Northern Virginia location.

THOUGHTFULLY-DESIGNED 
FLOOR PLANS:

Rooftop Terrace • 9’ Ceilings 
• Gourmet Kitchen • Bosch® Appliances 

• Deluxe Baths with Designer Finishes 
• Stunning Owner’s Suite 

• 5” Engineered Hardwood Flooring

BETTER LIVING:
Easy Access to Commuter Routes & Metro 

• Near Washington, D.C. & Amazon 
HQ2 • Fine Dining & Retail Options at 

Shirlington • Walk to Parks & Recreation 

CALL FOR A PERSONAL 
APPOINTMENT!

Sales Manager | Bethany Stewart
(240) 678-9365 (Call or Text!)

bstewart@mcwb.com

FillmorePlaceWestAlexandria.com
Take a Virtual Tour!

GRAND CLOSEOUT! FINAL 3!FINAL OPPORTUNITY!

SCHEDULE YOUR 
PERSONAL APPOINTMENT

SELLING OFF-SITE
Sales Manager | Lori Windsor
(703) 507-6882 (Call or Text!)

lwindsor@craft markhomes.com

GRAND CLOSEOUT!

GRAND CLOSEOUT! 
BURNTPINEESTATES.COM

SOLD OUT
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At M & M we design kitchens to meet YOUR 
specific needs. That’s what ‘custom’ truly means, 
right! No extra walking, bending, or reaching 
when working in your kitchen. Every cabinet 
has a convenience feature that delivers real 
usefulness that will look beautiful for many years. 
Our resident expert, Rory Callaghan, has decades 
of kitchen planning experience. He will guide you 
through a truly enjoyable remodeling experience.

Thoughtful Design  
Makes Your Life Better

817 S. WASHINGTON ST.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314
(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please send all inquiries to  
roryc@mandmappliance.com
or call or text Rory’s cell 301-537-3515

& CABINETS

“I was thinking to my-
self, ‘I wonder if they have 
any idea that these letters 
requesting that these signs 
went up were written by an 
8 or 9 year-old?’” Byrne said. 

The modest house, mod-
eled after the one a young 
Washington once lived in, is 
located at 508 Cameron St. 
in Old Town. The home was 
built between 1769 and 1771, 
torn down in 1855 and rebuilt 
to resemble Washington’s 
original house in 1960. 

Byrne, an intellectual 

property law consultant, 
bought the house in 2000, 
the same year he married 
his wife. At the time, he was 
looking for a historic home 
and he especially wanted to 
live in Old Town. The fam-
ily lived in the house for 
nine years until he and his 
wife had a third child and 
decided they had outgrown 
the house. After his family 
moved out, he began rent-
ing the house to guests in 
Alexandria. 

“I enjoy the history ... of 
it,” Byrne said. “I love be-
ing down here in the heart 

of Old Town, where you can 
walk to almost everything 
quite easily.” 

When Byrne first moved 
into the house, he immedi-
ately made some changes to 
make the house more in line 
with its history. The Byrnes 
swapped the siding for stone 
and installed a red roof. By-
rne said, in his research he 
found these were the colors 
Washington wanted for the 
house and they are the same 
colors of Mount Vernon. 

“He must have really 

HOME PROFILE

I was thinking to myself, 
‘I wonder if they have any 

idea that these letters requesting 
that these signs went up were 
written by an 8 or 9 year-old?’”

– Tom Byrne

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
Plaques on front of 508 Cameron St. The plaque on the bottom 
stood in the empty lot on the site for 100 years between when the 
house was torn down around 1860 until it was rebuilt in 1960.
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WE’RE HERE!

Matthew McCarthy

Savings and service await you at your 
GEICO Local Offi  ce — right here in Alexandria! 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Homeowners, renters,and condo coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle andATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered 

service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2020. © 2020 GEICO. 20_541475041

703-236-1366  |  4617 Duke Street, Alexandria
geico.com/nova-metro  |  ¡Hablamos Español!

loved that combination of a 
red painted roof coupled with 
stone color siding,” Byrne said. 

The house has three floors 
– a main level with a living 
room and dining area, two 
bedrooms and a full bath up-
stairs and a basement with a 
kitchen and family room. The 
basement is comfortably dec-
orated with a sofa, while the 
middle level is more formal. 
Byrne said Washington speci-
fied in a letter that he wanted 
a brick floor in his basement.

In the 1760s and 1770s, 
Washington would stay at 
the original house when he 
was in town for business, 
around when he was a part 
of the House of Burgesses. 
Later in life, during the Rev-
olutionary War and when he 
was President, Washington 
rented the house to a va-
riety of historical figures, 
including his wife’s niece, 
Fanny Bassett Washington. 

When Washington passed 
away in 1799, the house was 
the number one item on his 
will and he passed it onto his 
wife, Martha Washington. 

Washington original-
ly owned a quarter of the 
block, from where the house 
sits on Cameron Street today 

to Pitt Street. He would en-
ter the house from the back 
alley by horse and leave his 
horse at the stable, which 
is now a shed, Byrne said. 
There is also a replica of the 
stable by the shed. 

“This is the only house 
he ever built for himself 

and designed himself,” By-
rne said. “Mount Vernon, 
of course, he inherited, and 
then he enlarged. This one, 
he bought the lot and built a 
house for himself.” 

The house was torn down 
in 1855 after falling into 
disrepair. Luckily, a for-

ward-looking neighbor who 
lived across the street drew 
a picture of the house before 
it was torn down. A repli-
ca of the picture is in the 
townhouse, and the original 
drawing is in the Alexandria 

HOME PROFILE

PHOTOS/DENISE DUNBAR
Left: The living room of 508 Cameron St.
Right: Bricks from George Washington's original house at 508 Cameron St. were used to build this fireplace and hearth in the basement 
of the replica house.
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Every Aging Journey Is Different

You’re not alone. 3 in 4 Americans aged 50+ hope  
to remain in their homes, according to the AARP.

That’s why we created Goodwin House at Home.  
This innovative program helps older adults stay in their 
homes and age safely and vibrantly with financial protection 
for future care costs. It is one of many options we offer.

No matter which direction 
you choose, Goodwin House 
will help you thrive

“ I want to stay in my own home, 
	 and	do	it	safely	and	affordably.”

How Can We Help You Find Your Way?
From Goodwin House at Home to our Life Plan Communities – Goodwin House 
Alexandria and Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads. From Goodwin House Home 
Health in-home rehabilitation services to Goodwin House Hospice, we are here for 
you every step of the way.

Call or email any time to start your journey with us.
info@goodwinhouse.org • 703.578.7201 • www.goodwinhouse.org
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7116 FORT HUNT ROAD · ALEXANDRIA, VA 22307 · 703.768.0234
WWW.RUI.NET/PAUL-SPRING ·   @PAULSPRINGRETIREMENTCOMMUNITY

CALL 703-768-0234 TO RESERVE YOUR UNIT TODAY!
MOVE IN NOW! ONE BEDROOM UNITS GOING QUICKLY!

ONLY 
A FEW
First Floor,  
One BRs  

left!

PURPOSEFUL LIVING

ONE 
BEDROOM
RANGING FROM 
600–645 SQ FT

UNIT 165
645 SQ FT

KITCHEN
9'X6'

BEDROOM
11'X12'

LIVING ROOM
13'X15'

DINING AREA
6'X4'

BATH

™

Masonic Temple. This draw-
ing is what the house was 
modeled after when it was 
rebuilt in 1960 by Richard 
Lowe, a former governor of 
American Samoa and Guam, 
and his wife. 

“George Washington was 
revered at that time, but 
things associated with George 
Washington were not revered 
at the time,” Byrne said.

Later, in the 1990s, Mick 
Fleetwood of Fleetwood Mac 
rented the house when he 
owned Fleetwood’s, a blues 
club and restaurant in Old 
Town. In a Washington Post 
article from the time, Fleet-
wood simply noted, “It’s ac-
tually George Washington’s 
old house,” and “That’s what 
the plaque says outside.” 

To Byrne, the most inter-
esting piece of the house’s 
history is a letter Washing-
ton wrote to Martha during 

the Revolutionary War ask-
ing her to stay at the house, 
instead of Mount Vernon, 
for safety reasons. To him, 
this shows how Washington 
felt about the house and that 
Martha would be safer with 
Alexandrians.

“It is kind of an interest-
ing thing that he's feeling that 

she's vulnerable right there on 
the Potomac, so that she might 
be best if she moved to their 
house in town,” Byrne said. 

The house has also be-
come a kind of shrine to 
Washington and his histori-
cal place in the city, making 
it very popular with tourists 
and visitors, according to 

Byrne. When walking by the 
townhouse, a tourist might 
notice a bust of George Wash-
ington in the window, an item 
a previous owner of the house 
left, Byrne said. Tourists and 
neighbors often take pictures 
of the house while walking 
around Old Town.

“To live in the house is 

something because there are 
tours constantly coming by 
the house,” Byrne said. 

Another unique feature 
of the house is the back yard, 
which contains a courtyard, 
a 100-year-old southern 
magnolia, a shed that used 
to be the stable and an alley. 
Byrne’s kids used to play and 
ride their bikes in the alley, 
the same one his son helped 
rename.  

Like the Washington 
Way story, Byrne has many 
fond memories of start-
ing his family in this home. 
He sometimes thinks that 
George Washington was also 
sentimental about the Old 
Town home he once called 
“my own house” in letters. 

“I'm speculating now, but 
it's interesting because it 
certainly is a modest home, 
but he probably associated it 
with his younger years and 
pre-revolution,” Byrne said.

-ahageman@alextimes.com

HOME PROFILE

PHOTOS/DENISE DUNBAR
Left: The living room of 508 Cameron St., including a replica of the earliest painting of George Washington, 
wearing the attire of the British Army.
Middle: One of the two bedrooms on the top floor of 508 Cameron St. 
Right: The bust of George Washington that keeps watch over Cameron Street. 
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Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

915 King St, Alexandria
703-684-1435

#LiveLifeFair

Crafted 
by hand 
for home 
and life

maidservicesinc.com

Cell and Text:  
703 629-9977

 Office:
703-560-6243

Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.

• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Bruce Elton
Owner

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Thinking of sprucing up your home’s 
interior this year?  

Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 
 10% off if the work is performed 
between January and March 2021. 

5 things to help
you get the kitchen you want

1. It’s your kitchen. Pick colors and woods that you like, and don’t settle 
for something ho-hum based upon the reselling of your home.

2. Establish a connection with your designer. If you don’t have strong 
communication, move on.

3. Focus on the essentials that make a workhorse kitchen. (See #2)

4. Own your lifestyle and define it. "Custom" means getting what you want but 
also what you need and may not yet even know about.

5. Avoid the advice of friends who press you to affirm their own personal 
decisions. A truly pro designer helps you enjoyably navigate your options 
and doesn’t push you down a path of their own choosing.

The writer is an in-house expert kitchen designer for M & M Appliances of Alexandria.

BY RORY CALLAHAN

Subscribe to 
Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get 
your news delivered 
to your email 
Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-
e-edition

Want to get 
your news 

a day before 
everyone else?
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Get it right the first 
time to ensure success 
in selling
BY DIANN CARLSON 

Curb appeal: You’ve heard 
the phrase before, but what 
does it really  mean?  

When the time is “now” to 
sell your house, it’s worth the 
time to Google the definition: 
“Attractiveness of the exteri-
or of a  residential property, as 
viewed from the street.” 

Sounds simple, doesn’t it?  
Let’s dive more deeply 

into this sometimes-misun-
derstood concept. Believe it 
or not, your property’s front 
exterior photo can generate 
initial interest from prospec-
tive buyers — or not. 

Has your house been 
painted recently? Have your 

windows been washed? What 
about your landscaping, is it 
trimmed neatly? Do you have 
fresh mulch? 

Don’t overlook the condi-
tion of your “hardscaping.” Do 
your brick walkways need a 
good power-washing?  In the 
wintertime, buyers are more 
willing to overlook imperfect 
lawns or bare shrubbery, but, 
come springtime, sellers must 
up  their game. It’s worth the 
expense to hire a profession-
al landscaping crew to do the 
heavy lifting for you. Be sure 
that no tree branches are 
touching your roof line or di-
minishing the “view” of the 
house itself. 

If you reside in Old Town 
and your home perches di-
rectly onto the sidewalk, it 
is still a great idea to refresh 

your paint, clean the windows 
and verify that your planting 
pots have fresh, in-season 
greenery. Evergreens are 
great in the winter months, 
and the miniature variety is 
ideal for urban gardens. 

Toss those dead plants 
from last summer and any 
other unphotogenic distrac-
tions that could ruin your 
photo session just before 
your house goes up for sale.

Your listing agent will 
work with you to prepare 
your property for visits from 
interested buyers. To ensure 
that you have lots of interest, 
your front exterior photo can 
be one of your strongest mar-
keting tools. 

If you need a bit of in-
spiration, walk around the 
neighborhood in search of 

the most attractive homes. 
Take your cues from your 
neighbors with respect to 
paint choices, if appropriate. 

Finally, in scheduling 
your photo shoot, ensure that 
the time of day coordinates 
with the time  that the sun 
shines most brightly onto the 
front exterior of the  house. 
A blue-sky in the background 
is always delightful, if the 
weather cooperates.

We only get one shot at 
making a great first impres-
sion — planning  for the pho-
to shoot can be your first step 
toward success. 

The writer is an asso-
ciate broker with Weichert 

Old Town and has been 
in practice since 1984. 

As featured on Better 
Homes and Gardens Decorat-
ing cover page, this spacious 
home is located in the heart of 
sought-after Belle Haven on a 

rare double lot. 
The expansion was done in 

1999 and it’s full of practical, 
family-friendly yet glamorous 
features: five bedrooms, five 

full and one half baths and an 
oversized garage.

The master suite has multi-
ple creature comforts to enjoy 
along with two walk-in closets. 
On four finished levels there's 
enough comfortable space for 
everybody in the family. On 
one of the larger lots in Belle 

Haven, this .4-acre space is 
well-sited for a swing set, la-
crosse net and chipping green. 

Spread out and work at 
home in the multiple office 
spaces. The recreation room 
makes for a great home gym. 
The two rear stone patios 
with pergolas add privacy.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Magazine-worthy home in Belle Haven
Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 

Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 
703-684-7702 

Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Address: 2101 Belle Haven 

Road, Alexandria, 22307

Neighborhood: Belle Haven

Price: $2,000,000

Bedrooms: 5

Bathrooms: 5 full, 1 half

Year built: 1941

Contact: Janet Caterson 

Price, 703.622.5984,  

McEnearney Associates 

Realtors, Old Town,  

jprice@mcenearney.com, 

www.janetpricehomes.com

AT A GLANCE

COURTESY PHOTO
This Belle Haven home has five bedrooms, five full and one half baths 
and an oversized garage.

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: The home was once featured on Better Homes and Gardens 
Decorating cover page.
Right: The master suite includes two walk-in closets.

DIANN CARLSON

Make a good first impression

PHOTO/ SHOOT&SHOWCASE
For curb appeal inspiration, try 
walking around the neighborhood 
and taking cues from a neighbor’s 
design or paint choices.

REAL TALK
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TimesLivinq
The wellness community 
adapts to another year 
defined by COVID-19
BY MARA BENNER

Even as we head into the 
new year, the COVID-19 pan-
demic that defined 2020 con-
tinues to impact us in areas 
such as health, wellbeing, 
fitness and nutrition.  Even 
before COVID-19, global 
wellness expenditures had 
been increasing, with the 
Global Wellness Institute 
reporting that the overall 
spend reached more than 
$4.5 trillion. 

That trend is not likely to 
slow in 2021, as individuals 
continue to remain home, 
transforming the wellness 
sector through evolving in-
novations. Here are the eight 
wellness trends likely to im-
pact you this year.

Home based fitness 
and wellbeing  

Your favorite workout 
classes, yoga studios and 
even meditation sessions are 
now focused on supporting 
you outside of their physical 
business location.  Fitness, 
yoga and other classes are 
now being offered online. At 
the same time, the fitness 
sector has also seen an in-
crease in the use of artificial 
intelligence.  For instance, 
NordicTrack now offers its 
Vault home fitness, which 
pairs artificial intelligence to 
its mirror workout through 
an iFit program.  Workout ac-
cessories such as weights are 
also included in the Vault for 

easy access and use.  
Meanwhile, Netflix has 

collaborated with Head-
space to offer a new series on 
mindfulness and meditation.  
Now you can stream mind-
fulness practices from your 
couch and reduce stress and 
anxiety, ease tension and 
get better sleep. “Headspace 
Guide to Meditation” is now 
streaming on Netflix.

Employment alter-
natives for wellness 
efforts  

While in the past business 
meetings were conducted 
over lunch or coffee or even 
a martini, the new trend is 
to meet outdoors. Social-
ly distanced walks provide 
coworkers and friends the 
chance to safely distance 
while connecting in person. 
Plus, you can get your 10,000 
steps needed for the day.  

Employers are also rec-
ognizing the need to offer 
additional stress manage-
ment support for their em-
ployees, including helping 
them balance work, life 
and kids sharing the fami-
ly internet.  Businesses are 
therefore offering an array 
of options, including medi-

tation, counseling services 
and even nutritional advice.  
In some scenarios, the ser-
vices are tailored to the em-
ployee through a lifestyle 
spending account option 
where the employee chooses 
where they will receive ho-
listic services. 

Alcohol-free drinks  
Speaking of nutrition, as 

we continue to focus on how 
we can keep our immune 
system strong through the 
winter, more restaurants are 
offering options for alco-
hol-free drinks, including an 
array of healthy juices.  This 
trend will likely increase as 
coffee shops may be difficult 
to visit and people are seek-
ing more options to satisfy 
their sipping needs.

Plant based meats
Alcohol-free drinks are 

just one of the many dining 
trends happening, as restau-
rants have to rethink how they 
are delivering food to people 
living in lockdown. Vegetari-
an options have always been 
the norm, but many consum-
ers are now seeking plant-
based meats too. Egg alterna-
tives and  vegan chicken have 
been gaining popularity since 

last year. This year, food com-
panies such as Good Catch 
and Sophie’s Kitchen will re-
portedly offer a vegan fish 
now too.

Mind, body and spirit – 
holistic care 

The pandemic has shown 
that not all people respond 
in a similar fashion to the 
virus.  Now, even healthy 
individuals who contract 
COVID-19 are being im-
pacted by long-term symp-
toms. These people have 
been called "long haulers." 
Healthcare organizations 
and providers are seeking 
holistic approaches to ad-
dress an array of physical, 
emotional and mental symp-
toms. More research is need-
ed, but the situation calls for 
an integrated, holistic ap-
proach for these individuals 
to help them address these 
longer lasting symptoms.

Self-care luxuries  
Missed in-person mas-

sages or acupuncture ses-
sions? While the wellness 
community adapts to safety 
precautions when offerings 
services, many wellness 
options are now moving to 
luxury personal self-care 

options mailed to you at 
home.  This new wellness 
trend offers tips and prod-
ucts to ensure that you 
are sticking with your new 
year’s resolution to care for 
yourself – whether through 
self-care daily tips, new fit-
ness trends, health updates, 
essential oils, recipes or 
other wellness products.

CBD
Consumers gained inter-

est in CBD products in 2020 
and show no signs of slowing 
as we enter the new year. In-
terest will continue to grow 
with revenues reaching $20 
billion by 2024, according to 
Market Business News. CBD 
is now offered in all types of 
products and is readily avail-
able in Alexandria too. Two 
businesses in particular are 
Your CBD Store and Alexan-
dria-based Healthnetics.

Wellness on the go 
Many wellness initiatives 

are available right at your 
fingertips.  A wide variety of 
helpful wellness and health 
apps are being developed 
that help individuals with 
everything from sleep to fit-
ness to tracking your emo-
tions and so much more.

Mara Benner is the 
founder of Four Directions 

Wellness, connecting body, 
mind, emotions and spirit.  

The organization is affiliat-
ed with the GW Center for 
Integrative Medicine and 

offers individual sessions, 
classes and consulting.

The top eight wellness trends in 2021
LIFE WELL LIVED

MARA BENNER

“Where in the past business 
meetings were conducted over 
lunch or coffee or even a martini, 
the new trend is to meet outdoors.”
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JANUARY 30

STORIES IN THE ARCHITEC-
TURE Venture behind the scenes, 
from the basement to the attic, and 
explore the history of the Lee-Fen-
dall House through its architecture. 
Changes in style and home technol-
ogy have all left their mark on the 
home, from when it was built in 1785 
through its continued use as a home 
in the twentieth century. This tour will 
include parts of the house that are 
not regularly open to the public. Face 
masks are required, and the tour is 
limited to eight participants. Tickets 
must be purchased in advance and 
are $10 per person. 
Time: 2 to 3:15 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.leefendallhouse.org

FEBRUARY 1

HUNT FOR WASHINGTON Enjoy a 
fun and challenging game to uncover 
clues about Alexandria and George 
Washington. The hunt, which should 
take about 60 to 90 minutes to com-
plete, will take hunters to places in 
Old Town associated with the general. 
Start by printing a clue sheet at home 
and bring it on a trip through the heart 
of Old Town and then use sleuthing 
skills to find answers to the clues. By 
Feb. 28, submit findings to GWBirthda-

yEvents@gmail.com to win prizes. 
Time: All day 
Location: Old Town 
Information: www.washingtonbirth-
day.com

FEBRUARY 3

BINGO AT BARKHAUS Love dogs, 
food, drinks and bingo? Visit Barkhaus 
the first Wednesday of every month 
for bingo night and happy hour. Please 
note reservations are recommended 
but not required and remember to 
follow all COVI-19  guidelines and pro-
cedures while in attendance. Tickets 
are first come, first serve and will be 
sold at Barkhaus while keeping every-
one socially distanced and safe. Indoor 
tables and supplies are all sanitized 
after each use. 
Time: 5 to 7 p.m. 
Location: 529 E. Howell Ave. 
Information: www.brewskisbarkhaus.
com

FEBRUARY 5

“AFTER EDWARD HOPPER: 
THEMES OF SOLITUDE AND 
ISOLATION” ART EXHIBIT The 
“After Edward Hopper: Themes of Soli-
tude and Isolation” exhibit challenged 
artists to present their interpretations 
of Hopper’s imagery with persever-
ance, fortitude, diversity and an egal-

itarian spirit. The exhibit runs from 
Feb. 5 to Feb. 27. 
Time: Opening from noon to 8 p.m. 
Location: 2704 Mt. Vernon Ave. 
Information: www.delrayartisans.org

THE LIFE OF WASHINGTON IN 
FOUR ACTS: ACT I Join George 
Washington virtually every Friday in Feb-
ruary as he discusses various periods 
of his life and engages the audience in 
a Q & A session. In Act I on Feb. 5, "By 
the Miraculous Care of Providence", he 
will share thoughts and reminiscences 
about his life from 1743, when he was 
11 years old, to the eve of the American 
War of Independence in 1775. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: www.washingtonbirth-
day.com

FEBRUARY 6

17TH ANNUAL ALEXANDRIA 
WAREHOUSE SALE Deemed in 
the region as the longest-running 
boutique driven warehouse sale, the 
popular mid-winter event will convert 
to a walkable sale and will take place 
throughout Old Town with nearly 40 
independent boutiques participating. 
The sale will take place in stores, pop-
up tents and open retail space along 
King Street and select side streets 
following social distancing guidelines 

and COVID-19 protocols. Peruse a 
variety of new boutiques and retailers 
not only located in Alexandria, but 
throughout the Metro region. Deal 
seekers will find the very best from 
Alexandria’s and the region's finest 
retailers and indie brands with vari-
ous brands of clothing, shoes, jewelry, 
home furnishings and more up to 80 
percent off retail prices. Free parking 
will be available on both days. This 
event runs Feb. 6 to 7. 
Time: All day 
Location: Old Town 
Information: www.oldtownbou-
tiquedistrict.com/alexandria-ware-
house-sale

CHRIST CHURCH COURTYARD 
TOUR George Washington’s church 
has one of the oldest graveyards in 
Alexandria, dating back to 1766. Hear 
from Christ Church docents about the 
churchyard’s unique history, Washing-
ton’s connection with Christ Church 
and the Presidents who also wor-
shipped there. Fifteen-minute tours will 
be given every Saturday in February. 
Time: Noon to 2 p.m. 
Location: 118 N. Washington St. 
Information: www.washingtonbirthday.
com

FEBRUARY 13

VIRTUAL GEORGE WASHING-

TON BANQUET AND BALL Join 
the likes of Mr. Gadsby, citizens of 
Alexandria and General Washington 
himself for a Birthnight celebration 
on a personal screen at home. Over 
Zoom, begin the evening with a video 
presentation full of dancing, conver-
sations and toasts. Then, General 
Washington will be available live for 
questions. After the Q&A, enjoy En-
glish country dancing called by our 
expert dance master that attendees 
can do with one, two or four people at 
home. Period costumes of the 1790s 
are encouraged. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: www.alexandriava.gov/
GadsbysTavern

FEBRUARY 15

WREATH LAYING CEREMONY 
TO HONOR SOLDIERS OF THE 
REVOLUTION Join the Daughters 
of the American Revolution and the 
Sons of the American Revolution as 
they honor the soldiers of the Revolu-
tion. Social distancing and masks are 
required. 
Time: 11 a.m. to noon 
Location: Old Presbyterian Meeting 
House, 321 S. Fairfax St. 
Information: www.washingtonbirth-
day.com

CALENDAR

EDITOR'S NOTE:
The Times encourages residents to continue to follow Gov. Ralph Northam’s “Safer at Home” guidance, to maintain physical distance from others and to wear masks in public.

Give it 
a Shot!

Wear a mask.

#VaxALX

Protect Yourself & Your Community.
The Alexandria Times encourages all 
residents to get the COVID-19 
vaccine when available.
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Weekly Words

SPLIT SCREEN by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
JEANNE BAKER (82), of Alexandria, Jan. 7, 2020

ROBERT DOERSCHNER (97), of Alexandria, Jan. 23, 2021

DEIRDRE HACKETT (59), of Alexandria, Jan. 7, 2021

NANCY J. HARNER (69), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 22, 2021

CAROL HOWERTON (86), of Alexandria, Jan. 12, 2021

BRIAN M. MCNAMARA (18), of Alexandria, Jan. 14, 2021

BEATRICE RAFFERTY (97), of Alexandria, Jan. 9, 2021

JOHN WRIGHT (78), of Alexandria, Jan. 17, 2021

GEORGE XANTTOPOULOS (70), of Alexandria, Jan. 8, 2021

ACROSS
1. European bathroom fixture
6. Improvise
11. American $ (Abbr.)
14. Bumpy amphibian
18. Stick that may be forest green
20. 1970 hit with the words 

"you've got me on my knees"
21. Luau bowlful
22. Major fashion magazine
23. Film set worker (first 5 letters 

in this answer + last 2)
25. Reveals
27. Prefix meaning "billion"
28. Black Friday's mo.
29. Ralph Lauren cologne in a 

dark bottle (first 3 + last 4)
30. Game show host
33. "We should do that!"
36. Peony stalk
37. Crystals added to a certain 

swimming place
39. Singer Gallagher
41. Post-op regimen
45. Dot-___ (online businesses)
46. Metaphorical flop (first 3 + 

last 1)
51. ___-Locka, Florida
52. Tram load
53. Cosmetics mogul Lauder
54. My Chemical Romance genre
56. Title for Patrick Stewart

57. Sample perfume bottles
60. Neighbor of Earth
62. It becomes another occupa-

tion when its first letter is 
removed

64. Remove from power
65. Stubborn equine
66. Pumpernickel grain
68. Pizza portion
69. Orange juice choice
70. Classified spot (first 3 + last 1)
72. London art museum
73. Mucho
74. Stretch the truth
75. Tranquil
76. Cheese on a Greek pizza
77. Samoa's region
79. ___-bitty
80. Mutated genes
83. "Mazel ___!"
84. Out of the country
87. Polynesian monarchy
89. Drenched
90. A, in Quebec
91. Fixes a damaged friendship 

(first 4 + last 2)
93. Croft of video games
94. "Despacito" and "La Isla 

Bonita"
97. Close tightly
98. Invite trouble
100. Big jump
103. Homemade cleanser

106. Rich deposits
107. Frosted, citrusy dessert (first 

2 + last 1)
111. Bumped into
112. "Ah, makes sense"
114. Immaculate
115. Edited version of a film, and 

a theme hint
120. Liquors that might be dry
121. Bear's place
122. Opening lines
123. Little tyke
124. Talk show host Cohen
125. ___-mo
126. "To repeat ..."
127. Lukewarm

DOWN
1. Loop in discreetly
2. Tax-deferred plan, briefly
3. Three Gorges ___ (hydropower 

source in China)
4. Products for dark circles
5. British conservatives
6. Bitter beverage
7. Repairs, as socks
8. Disinfectant spray maker
9. It's played after a Dodgers 

home win
10. Disallow
11. Hairstyle such as a beehive
12. Makes dirty
13. Fairway chunk

14. "I need to know!"
15. Gymnast Korbut
16. Baldwin of "SNL"
17. Receptionist's place
19. Pester constantly
24. Discount shoe store
26. Super, slangily
29. Sacred hymn
30. Dreamers Point's theme park
31. Mandy of "This Is Us"
32. Doesn't gain or lose (first 2 + 

last 2)
34. State, in France
35. Mah-jongg draws
38. Heads-up
40. Cow's sound
42. Section for a nurse (first 2 + 

last 4)
43. Per unit
44. Ballet rail
47. Modest
48. Jennifer of "The L Word"
49. Made a selection
50. Neither's partner
55. Soft shade
58. Sooner State oil city
59. Spain, to the Spanish
61. Gasp, say
63. It can precede "glass" ... or be 

found near a glass
65. "Me?!"
66. Trust in
67. Root in some African stews

69. Pennsylvania's ___ Mountains
70. Stranded driver's light
71. Foamy pick-me-up
73. Pond flower
76. Lab vessel
78. Watson's tech company
79. "My guess is ..."
80. Senior's skin mark, perhaps
81. Creepy
82. Sports section figures, infor-

mally
85. Walk-___ (minor roles)
86. "21" singer
88. Frozen Four org.
92. Bond creator
93. Quick peek
95. Like some photos
96. Shipped out
99. Broccoli bit
101. Low-pH fluids
102. Discussion group
104. Simmons competitor
105. Comedian Cheri
107. Sports org. for Inbee Park
108. Moriarty or Brockovich
109. Be bothered by
110. Game similar to bingo
113. "In what way?"
115. Noche's opposite
116. Downside
117. ___-out (weak excuse)
118. Prefix for "lateral"
119. Food Network host Allen
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To the editor: 
The Alexandria School Board 

is likely to vote Feb. 4 on plans 
for the redevelopment of the 
Minnie Howard Campus. Under 
consideration is building adult 
housing on school grounds – 
similar to what was being inves-
tigated for Douglas MacArthur 
and George Mason Elementary 
Schools. Hopefully, co-location 
will be taken off the table once 
and for all at ACPS schools.

No other jurisdiction in Vir-
ginia has housing on school 
grounds, likely in part because 
they do not have the legal au-
thority to do so. Neither does 
Alexandria. 

Our Commonwealth is a 
“Dillon Rule” state. This princi-
ple, adopted in 1896, holds that 
local governments have limited 
authority and can pass ordi-
nances generally only where the 
General Assembly has granted 
clear authority. 

The city has yet to public-

ly cite the authority it believes 
would permit it to build housing 
on school grounds – likely be-
cause no such authority exists.

ACPS representatives re-
cently revealed the city had 
not requested an official le-
gal opinion from Virginia At-
torney General Mark Herring 
nor had it consulted with the 
state Department of Educa-
tion, whose approval would be 
needed for this scheme. These 
are all steps that should have 
been taken before tax dollars 
were spent promoting this 
concept. 

Alexandria’s high school is 
projected to add 25% more stu-
dents within the next five to 
10 years. Our schools are over-
crowded. The buildings and 
their grounds are heavily used 
for after school activities, in-
cluding sports and recreation. 
Why then allocate the limited 

Our View Opinion

Your Views

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Approximately 1.1 million doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine were administered in 
the United States each day in the week 
leading up to Jan. 26, the New York Times 
reported based on data from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

This means that the ambitious goal of 
1 million doses per day that President Joe 
Biden promised on the campaign trail last 
fall was actually already being met the day 
he took the oath of office. It also means 
that the federal government under de-
parting President Donald Trump was not 
devoid of planning for vaccine distribu-
tion, as some have claimed.

Let’s follow Biden’s call to unify, par-
ticularly around the vaccine’s rollout, and 
stop the finger pointing. There are many 
hurdles to overcome, not least of which is 
competing priorities as people across not 
just Alexandria but the entire U.S. grow in-
creasingly frustrated with not being able to 
get the vaccine as fast as they had hoped.

Stepping back and viewing the situa-
tion with a wide lens, the progress to date 
is nothing short of miraculous. Less than 
12 months after the first diagnosed cases 
of COVID-19 appeared in the U.S., entirely 
new vaccines have been developed, tested 
for efficacy and safety and manufactured, 
and they are already being distributed in 
large quantities.

The Alexandria Health Department 
says more than 20,000 eligible residents 
and workers have registered for the vac-
cine, while the Virginia Department of 
Health’s website says that, as of Wednes-
day, 9,473 doses had been administered 
in Alexandria.

If your glass is half empty, that’s an 
unacceptably low number, as more than 
11,000 eligible city residents in groups 1a 
and 1b – small subsets of the overall pop-
ulation – have still not been vaccinated, 
and many haven’t even had their appoint-
ments scheduled. Also worrisome is the 
fact that just 905 of those initial vaccine 
recipients have received second doses and 
thus should be fully protected.

Those taking a more optimistic view 
would say that 46% of Alexandrians cur-
rently eligible and registered have re-
ceived at least one dose of the vaccine, and 
the reason second doses lag behind is that 
a gap of three to four weeks is required 
before second doses can be administered. 
About 6% of Alexandria’s population of 
roughly 160,000 has been vaccinated with 

another 7% likely to receive it in the next 
month or so. That’s not bad.

Nor do most people begrudge those 
who are receiving priority in being inoc-
ulated against the coronavirus: Group 1a 
included front-line medical workers and 
those living and working in long term care 
facilities. Group 1b is much larger, but our 
oldest and sickest residents – first those 
age 75 and up, then those age 65 and up 
and then those 16 to 64 with pre-existing 
conditions – are in this group, along with 
essential frontline workers such as fire 
and police officers and teachers.

Yes, there are points of contention with-
in these groups. Some might challenge why 
“smoking” is listed as a pre-existing condi-
tion that allows someone to be vaccinated 
in group 1b, since smoking is a choice.

There is also rumbling around the city 
about the fact that teachers are in a pri-
ority group for vaccinations without any 
requirement in place for them to return to 
the classroom once vaccinated.

Since science, the CDC and the Virgin-
ia state government all say being in school 
is safe so long as precautions, including 
mask wearing, distancing as small as 
three feet between desks and proper san-
itizing, are taken, teacher vaccinations 
would seem to be the final hurdle to a re-
turn to school.

But like many facets of the new coro-
navirus, this is more complicated than 
it seems at face value: Because the 
COVID-19 vaccines don’t yet have full 
FDA approval, the school system can’t le-
gally require teachers to get it. And feder-
al privacy laws prohibit asking employees 
about non-mandated medical issues. 

We think there are ways around this 
because school personnel had to identify 
themselves as such when they registered 
for the vaccine. The AHD should be able 
to provide numbers, not names, of school 
personnel who have received the first and 
second shots. ACPS administrators can 
then track those numbers to calculate 
what percentage of school employees have 
been vaccinated.

While we are stuck inside on short and 
dreary days and we are all bone-tired of 
this abominable pandemic, it’s important 
to remember that smart, caring people 
have been and continue to work hard at 
the federal, state and local levels to end 
this pandemic.

We’re all in this together. 

It’s complicated

No authority to co-locate schools, housing 

PHOTO/ DICK CHAIT
Demolition of Regal Theatre at Potomac Yard.

SEE CO-LOCATE | 29
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To the editor: 
Taylor Run is our very 

own rare, urban forest. For-
ests are not just a collection 
of trees, and they are not or-
ganized as a hierarchy. There 
is no “boss tree.”

Instead, trees are collab-
orative and co-dependent, 
with a complex web of roots 
and fungi that connects all 
the trees and understory 
plants in the forest. This 
communication network 
allows the exchange of nu-
trients, oxygen, carbon, wa-
ter and hormones, removes 
harmful bacteria and sends 
out alarm signals that alert 
neighboring trees to danger.  

Studies conducted on the 
biggest trees, called “Mother 
Trees” by Suzanne Simard, 
the well-known researcher 
and professor of forest ecolo-
gy at the University of British 
Columbia, show that Mother 
Trees share “forest wisdom” 
and resources with seedlings 
and saplings, improving 
their chances for survival. 

Her research also shows 
that dying trees direct 
much of their carbon to-
ward young trees. And, far 
from being “forest trash,” 
decomposing trees continue 
to sustain the cycle of life by 
releasing their carbon into 
the ground, where it enrich-
es the soil for the benefit of 
future generations. 

What’s more, dead trees 
help to reduce bank erosion 
and preserve wildlife hab-
itats by reducing the ve-
locity of the water flowing 
downstream. This is of spe-
cial importance to delicate 
aquatic micro-organisms – 
an essential food source for 
fish – and to the health of 
the water that spills into the 
Chesapeake Bay.

Of all the damage humans 
can do to a forest, one of the 
most serious is clear cutting 
– not just because it strips 
out carbon, but because it 
disrupts the elaborate bene-
ficial relationships that en-
able the whole forest to func-
tion like a tightly-knit family. 
Replacement saplings would 
need decades to achieve this 
level of cooperation. 

Now, without having 
tested water samples drawn 
from Taylor Run, or any of 
the other local runs on the 
City of Alexandria’s agen-
da for “improvement,” our 
top officials, Mayor Justin 
Wilson and other councilors 
want to “restore” this natu-
ral stream by turning it into 
a storm drain.

In an exchange of emails 
over several weeks, Wilson 
said that the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agen-
cy does not require water 
tests, so none were done, 
and none will be done. But 
why? If there are no bench-
mark tests done before 
and again after the “resto-
ration,” how will we know if 
the city’s proposed natural 
channel design approach is 
effective? 

Meanwhile, the harm 
done through clear cutting 
will be incalculable and en-
during beyond our lifetime 
and the lifetimes of our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

The question now is: If 
the forest doesn’t benefit, 
if wildlife doesn’t benefit, if 
residents of Alexandria with 
flooded basements don’t 
benefit, if the Bay doesn’t 
benefit, if air quality doesn’t 
benefit, if the planet doesn’t 
benefit – who benefits?

-Barbara Fried,
Alexandria

Who benefits from Tay-
lor Run clear cutting?

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are  
those of the writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive 

the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Poor Robert's Ruminations
with Rob Whittle

Dogs to love
I’ve been thinking about getting an-

other dog. No, that’s not right. When 
parents adopt a child, they don’t say, 
“I’m gonna get a child.” So, it’s more like, 
“I’m thinking of adopting a dog.” But, as 
dog parents everywhere know, you don’t 
adopt a dog. They adopt you. I 
think of Alexandria, especially 
Old Town, as a dog community 
with people added in.

I am partial to Jack Russells. 
Everyone who has ever parent-
ed a dog is partial to their own 
breed, even if the breed is of 
uncertain provenance. I know 
a guy who adopted an Irish Set-
ter, which was the single dumb-
est creature ever to walk on four 
legs. When, after years of doggedness – you 
should pardon the pun – he taught the dog 
to sit, he’d have applied for a Nobel Prize for 
Dogs if there were such a thing.

Say what you will about Jacks. They can 
be eccentric, yappy, clingy, loud. But never 
dumb. And never dull. Jack Russells never 
want to miss out on anything and, by stay-
ing alert and present, rarely do.

Woody was our first Jack: small, white 
with tan and brown spots, a cropped tail 
much like Eddie on “Frasier.” To say that 
Woody was eccentric is like saying that 
Irish Setter was a member of Mensa.

 She was incredibly sensitive to sounds, 
especially of the high-pitched variety. Shuf-
fling cards and the sound of a tape measure 
were two prominent examples. But even 
someone kissing someone hello, a peck on 
the cheek, would send her into paroxysms. 

She would attack the nearest chair leg 
and drag the piece a few feet while growl-
ing furiously. One time, my daughters and I 
were at a playground, while a hundred yards 
away a man with his family undertook to 
measure a swing set with a tape measure. 
Uh oh. Big problem.

Woody went tearing across the play-
ground pell mell with my girls and me in 
pursuit. To the frightened howls of the 
man’s kids, Woody clamped down on the end 
of the tape and began shaking it ferociously 
while the startled dad held on for dear life as 
though he had hooked a Hammerhead.

It’s not as though we didn’t try to train 
her, but the one trainer we hired was last 

seen hot-footing around our living room 
with Woody at his heels. She flunked Obe-
dience School.

I’ve been known to practice a little mag-
ic, so I invited my 9-year-old nephew, Scott, 
to sit at a table with me so I could perform 

a card trick. Woody, as always, 
was in attendance. I intoned, in 
my best magician’s voice, “Now 
Scott, you simply will not be-
lieve this card trick. But first …” 
I looked at Woody meaningfully, 
“Woody, will you please move 
that chair out of the way.” I shuf-
fled the cards, and, on cue, and 
with a growl, Woody clamped 
on to the chair leg and dragged 
it to the side. Scott, amazed, felt 

around for hidden guy wires.
Winnie was our next Jack, sweet and 

mellow, great with kids and my boat pal. 
She would go out with me and sit at my feet, 
no matter the weather.

She was a specialist at ball retrieving with 
an emphasis on retrieving, as she knew to 
drop the ball precisely at your feet. My daugh-
ter-in-law dog Rama, a mix of greyhound and 
springer, was also a ball dog, which presented 
a dilemma for the slower Winnie. 

After a few throws, Winnie understood 
she could not beat Rama straight-up and 
would need to resort to some stratagem that 
didn’t involve speed. On the fourth throw, I 
faked out Rama so Winnie could have a turn 
with the ball. But instead of bringing it back 
and dropping it at my feet, she dropped it 10 
yards short. Rama, puzzled, picked up the 
ball and brought it to me.

All the while, Winnie had retreated to 
center field, positioned for the next throw. 
From then on, I had to fake Winnie out in 
order to give Rama a chance.

The tradition continues, as I have two Jack 
Russell grand dogs who are equally eccentric.

To this day, I have sweet dreams about 
the sweet Winnie. Woody? Fond memo-
ries, yes. Sweet dreams? Negative. But I’m 
thinking about letting a Jack Russell adopt 
me again.

Rob Whittle is CEO of Williams Whittle 
Advertising and is the author of two 

historical novels, “Pointer’s War” 
and “Pointer and the Russian.”

ROB  
WHITTLE
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To the editor: 
In response to the Jan. 21 Alexandria Times ed-

itorial, “In Search of Unity,” I was shocked that two 
members of City Council, Elizabeth Bennett-Parker 
and Mo Seifeldein, were chastised for sticking up for 
racial justice. I don’t want white supremacist groups 
finding lodging at the Holiday Inn either.

And when Seifeldein speaks about the histo-
ry of police brutality against people of color, yes, 
we need to call that out. Consider talking to some 
folks here in Alexandria who have felt victimized 
and overpoliced in their neighborhoods. Having 
unity doesn’t mean we don’t call out what we 
know is wrong. Who gets to define unity or decide 
who unity is for?

We want to unify our country and our commu-
nity, but we can’t pretend these issues are behind 
us somehow and just move on. I commend City 
Council members who take a bold stand on the side 
of racial justice and equity. It isn’t easy or comfort-
able, especially when most people don’t want to 
talk about the injustices right in front of us.

-Erin Lee,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
Pollution from the cars, trucks and buses we 

drive or ride in every day kills the same number 
of people that die in car accidents each year. To 
protect public health, we must seek cleaner, more 
sustainable transportation solutions.

Passing legislation to achieve a Clean Car Stan-
dard in Virginia is the starting point. Achieving 
this would help Virginia to increase the number 
of electric vehicles for sale in our state, meet con-
sumer demand for EV’s that are already high and 
cut harmful pollution in the process.

Without a standard in place, manufacturers 
will continue sending zero-emission cars to other 
states which are already working to cut emissions 
from the transportation sector. This will leave 
Virginia stuck with the impacts of harmful tail-
pipe pollution as customers are left with minimal 
choices outside of gas guzzling cars.

Having already worked to pass some of the na-
tion’s boldest climate and clean energy policies in 
2020, the General Assembly must act this year to 
address pollution from the transportation sector, 
which accounts for half of the Commonwealth’s 
carbon emissions.

Only by significantly reducing all sources of 
harmful pollution can we fully address the cli-
mate crisis and secure a healthy future for the 
next generation.

-Joel M. Temme, 
Alexandria

To the editor: 
We write to express our support and gratitude 

to the ACPS teachers, staff, administrators and 
School Board for their continued commitment to 
our students during Virtual+ Learning.

While many professions were able to transition 
with little effort to the virtual business world, teach-
ing does not translate nearly as easily. Teaching at 
the primary and secondary levels has traditionally 
been an in-person profession and adapting to this 
new environment has been a herculean effort.

Educators have had to re-orient lesson plans 
and develop entirely new methods of connect-
ing with students, while combating the relentless 
technical challenges faced by all, including the 
youngest learners who cannot even read the word 
“wifi” yet. Teachers, staff and administrators are 
just like everyone else: They have personal lives, 
families and very real concerns; yet every morn-
ing they welcome our children, even in the virtual 
world, with a smile and positive attitude. 

We all agree we wish the circumstances were 
different. We understand that in-person learning is 
certainly best for most kids and want nothing more 
than our students, teachers and staff to return safe-
ly to the school buildings.

By following state and national guidelines that 
utilize metrics from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, ACPS has based all of its deci-
sions on what is the safest option for our children 

and staff. Alexandria has led the way in Northern 
Virginia with moving our community into the 
next phase with vaccinations.

We commend Alexandria City Public Schools 
and the Alexandria Health Department for their 
swift implementation of the vaccination pro-
gram for teachers and staff that was able to start 
last week. Superintendent Dr. Gregory Hutchings 
Ed.D., has said that within the next six weeks he 
hopes all ACPS employees will have the opportu-
nity to be vaccinated – an incredible achievement 
less than a month after the first American received 
the vaccine outside of a clinical trial.

We recognize that many of us continue to strug-
gle with aspects of virtual learning and we are also 
thankful for the patience and fortitude of so many 
of our fellow parents and guardians. We all experi-
ence stress, in various ways and to varying degrees.

Division-wide virtual learning is uncharted ter-
ritory, and of course has its downsides. It certainly 
is not the preferred method to teach our students, 
especially our youngest learners, EL students and 
those with disabilities.

We commend our teachers and staff for put-
ting in countless hours, teaching in ways they 
never knew possible and continuing to inspire 
their students every day. Students are learning 
not only the curriculum, but also how to survive 

To the editor: 
As with Taylor Run, area residents oppose the 

City of Alexandria’s stream restoration plans for 
Strawberry Run using the natural channel design. 
The city already used this same methodology for 
the southern part of Strawberry Run in 2010 and 
it failed. So why does the city insist on doing it 
again?

City personnel gave their governing body, City 
Council, the matching grant application with a city 
manager memorandum attached, stating that the 
city had notified residents adjacent to Strawberry 
Run by letter and had also met with them in 2018 
in support of the Natural Channel Design that uses 
the BANCS model to help design the plan.

Then the application was sent to the State of 
Virginia for the grant without the memo, and the 
city stated on the application that adjacent resi-
dents were notified, but none had responded. So, 
which was it? They can’t have it both ways. Actu-
ally, neither was correct.  

The city has still refused to provide study as-
sessments required by the Chesapeake Bay’s sci-
entific experts panel if the BANCS model is used 
for the natural design methodology to see if it is 
appropriate for Strawberry Run. However, it obvi-

ously is not appropriate, since this methodology 
failed in 2010 and more sediment is now flowing 
into the Chesapeake Bay than before.

You can see huge boulders blown down stream 
today that were intended to stop banks from erod-
ing and the tons of sediment put in the stream in 
2010 using the BANCS model is mostly all washed 
away to further pollute the bay.

Additionally, we are opposed to this plan be-
cause it will destroy the tree canopy cover for nat-
ural wildlife, cause irreparable damage to ecology 
of the stream and will turn the forested area into a 
meadow of weeds.  

Why is the city rushing to get approval for 
this project when the State of Virginia, which is 
co-funding the project, has given our city until 
mid-2022 to start the project?  If the City of Al-
exandria government is truly “for the people, by 
the people,” then work with constituents to inves-
tigate why the failure happened in 2010, and then 
determine less destructive alternatives that will 
actually work. 

Please, City of Alexandria, use science over pol-
itics.

-Lyn and George Allen,
Alexandria

Who gets to  
define unity?

We need cleaner carsKudos to ACPS teachers and staff

Use science over politics

SEE PTA | 29
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The construction and ded-
ication of the George Wash-
ington National Masonic Me-
morial brought visits from at 
least three presidents to Al-
exandria. Given that it com-
memorates our nation’s first 
president, perhaps that comes 
as no surprise. Since so many 
presidents have been induct-
ed into the Masons, their vis-
its to the site seem even more 
natural.

The cornerstone ceremo-
ny in 1923 featured two presi-
dents. Then-President Calvin 
Coolidge and First Lady Grace 
Coolidge attended the event 
on Nov. 1. Also in attendance 
was the Chief Justice of the 
United States Supreme Court 
and former President William 
Howard Taft.

As the Richmond Times 
Dispatch noted, “Coolidge 
(was) making his first formal 
trip from the capital since 

the death of President Hard-
ing.” The next day’s edition 
claimed that:

“Surrounded by over 
50,000 of the rank and file of 
American Masonry, Coolidge 

using the same silver trow-
el that once felt the hand of 
George Washington assisted 
in laying the cornerstone.”

Nine years later, in the 
bicentennial year of Wash-

ington’s birth, Coolidge’s 
successor Herbert Hoover 
attended the Memorial’s 
dedication. An interesting 
trivia fact: While 14 pres-
idents have been Masons, 
neither Coolidge nor Hoover 
is counted among them, ac-
cording to the Grand Lodge 
of Virginia.

Later presidents who were 
confirmed Masons include 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
Harry Truman and Gerald 
Ford. Unlike the collapse of 
the grandstand under Pres-
ident Rutherford B. Hayes 
featured in last week’s “At-
tic,” none of the three pres-
idents associated with the 
Masonic Memorial events 
experienced public mishaps 
in Alexandria.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Do you support the city's approach to accessory dwelling units?

Last Week 
Did you watch the inauguration of President Joe Biden  
and Vice President Kamala Harris? A) Yes, they're a useful tool to help increase the supply and 

affordability of housing in the city.
B) No, I support the concept of ADUs but not the city-approved policy.
C) No, I do not support the idea of ADUs in general.
D) I don't know.

56% Yes, I watched on TV.
35% No, I didn't watch it.
7% No, I couldn't watch it.
2% Yes, I was able to attend in person.

Presidents and the George Washington Masonic Memorial

PHOTO/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
President Calvin Coolidge and his wife Grace at the George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial cornerstone ceremony.

space on the Minnie Howard 
campus for housing?

Why does our city gov-
ernment continue to push 
this idea of housing adults on 
school grounds? Presumably 
to fulfill our city’s “commit-
ment” to the Washington 

Council of Governments to 
accept 10 times our fair share 
of pre-pandemic projections 
for population growth in our 
region. 

The COG has no legal au-
thority to compel our city 
to use tax dollars to bring in 
tens of thousands of new res-
idents when our infrastructure 

– schools, roads, sewers and 
storm drains – cannot keep up 
with the population we already 
have. But our city government 
is proceeding anyway. 

That tax dollars contin-
ue to be used to push this 
proposal despite opposition 
across our community and 
questions about its legality 

tells us all we need to know. It 
is time for a city government 
that is more transparent, 
more open to diverse views, 
more mindful of the taxpay-
ers’ money and more focused 
on quality of life of the people 
who already live here. 

-Darryl Nirenberg,
Alexandria

and grow academically in a 
challenging new environ-
ment. ACPS buildings may 
not be open in the tradition-
al sense, yet our students 

and staff arrive to learn and 
work every day.

As ACPS continues to 
assess metrics and guide-
lines, we express our grat-
itude to ACPS teachers, 
staff and administrators for 

their tireless commitment 
to ensuring that our chil-
dren continue to receive the 
social, emotional and aca-
demic support they deserve 
throughout the pandemic.

-Bill Pfister, Maureen 

McNulty, Christina 
Brennan, Linda Williams, 

Katy Matthews, Missy 
Estabrook, Greta Gordon, 

Margaret McLaughlin,
Current and former officers, 

Alexandria Council PTA
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AUCTIONS
AUCTION ALERT! 
Construction Equipment 
and Trucks |  Now accepting 
consignments for Equipment 
Auctions in Richmond on 
Feb. 23 and in Roanoke 
on March 16 | Selling for 
VDOT, contractors, lending 
institutions and other 
consignors. | We have 
buyers! Motleys Industrial | 
Learn more at motleys.com | 
804-486-4550 | VAL16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofing, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby 
Generators. The weather is 

increasingly unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power outages. 
FREE 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738  Special financing 
for qualified customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE
ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 

Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE- Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

HELP WANTED
Home & office Cleaners 
Wanted $600/Weekly
Cleaning Position: Available
Working Days: Mon-Fri
Time Schedule: 11 AM - 2 P
Minimum Requirement
Email: henrya75312@gmail.com

JOB LISTING
St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Preschool (SPEP) seeks 
a new Head of School to 
begin June 1, 2021. SPEP 
is a ministry of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church serving 
children 18 months through 5 
years old. The Head of School 
will build community between 
and among families, teachers, 
and programs, and between 
the school and church. 
This role is a 12-month, full-
time position, and includes 
a competitive salary and 
benefits. Contact search@
stpaulsalexandria.com for 
more.

Classifieds

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

O� er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Off er valid at es-
timate only. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 
99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  Li-
cense# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Reg-
istration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H   

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-0001
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold an online public hearing 
on the FY 2022 Combined Funds 
Budget during the Virtual School 
Board Meeting on February 4 at 
4:00 p.m.

Public comments regarding the 
FY 2022 Combined Funds Budget 
must be submitted by noon Febru-
ary 3, 2021 in the following ways:

Sign up to speak at the 2/4/21 
virtual public hearing (4:00 p.m.) 
at: 
https://acpsweb.wufoo.com/
forms/sign-up-for-the-public-
hearing-on-the-budgets/
• Email written comments to the 
Clerk of the Board at:
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us
• U.S. Mail:
Clerk of the Board, 
Alexandria City School Board 
1340 Braddock Place
Alexandria, VA 22314
• Telephone message: 
703-619-8316

For more information, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board 
at 703-619-8316 or at the email 
listed above.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 2021

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2021
PUBLIC HEARING – 9:30 AM

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the Saturday, February 
20, 2021 Public Hearing of the 
Alexandria City Council is being 
held electronically pursuant 
to Virginia Code Section 2.2-
3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
or Section 4-0.01(g) in HB29 and 
HB30, enacted by the 2020 Virginia 
General Assembly (Virginia Acts 
of Assembly Ch. 1283 and 1289), 

to undertake essential business. 
All of the members of the City 
Council and staff are participating 
from remote locations through 
Zoom Webinar. This meeting is 
being held electronically, unless 
a determination is made that it is 
safe enough for the meeting to be 
held in person in the City Council 
Chamber at 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA. Electronic access 
will be provided in either event. 
The meeting can be accessed by the 
public through: Zoom hyperlink 
(below), broadcasted live on the 
government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
 
City Council Public Hearing:
URL: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_
zJ1vnfD6RSGk4mIrVZxngQ
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 944 7918 4066
Password: 771787
 
Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@
alexandriava.gov, or make public 
comments through the conference 
call on the day of the hearing.
For reasonable disability 
accommodation, please call the 
City Clerk and Clerk of Council's 
Office at 703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 
838-5056). We request that you 
provide a 48-hour notice so that 
the proper arrangements may be 
made.

THE FOLLOWING ITEM WILL 
BE HEARD BY THE CITY 
COUNCIL ONLY:
 
Master Plan Amendment #2020-
00008
Rezoning #2020-00004
Development Special Use Permit 
#2020-10027
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2020-00076
Vacation #2020-00004
1352, 1356, 1360, and 1362 
Madison Street; 711, 715, 719, and 
727 North West Street; 1319, 1321, 
1323, 1325, 1327, and 1329 Wythe 
Street - Braddock West
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for: (A) Amendments 
to the Braddock Road Metro 

Station Small Area Plan Chapter 
of the Master Plan through 
updates to the Development Site 
Map, Development and Land 
Use tables in the Braddock Metro 
Neighborhood Plan Overlay, and 
the Development Framework Map 
and Land Use and Development 
tables in the Braddock East Master 
Plan Overlay; (B) amendment to 
the official zoning map to change 
the zone for the site from RB to 
OCH; (C) a Development Special 
Use Permit and site plan with 
modifications to construct a 180-
unit multifamily building with 
ground-floor commercial uses, 
including special use permits to 
increase the floor area ratio to 3.0 
in the OCH zone, the utilization 
of Section 7-700 for bonus density 
and height for the provision of 
affordable housing, for a parking 
reduction for residential and 
commercial uses, to allow a 
restaurant, retail shopping or 
personal service establishments 
on a lot which does not include 
office buildings, provided such 
use supports and serves office 
uses in the immediate zoned area, 
and a fraternal or private club; 
(D) a Special Use Permit for a 
Transportation Management Plan 
(tier two); and (E) the Vacation of 
two public alleys serving the site; 
zoned RB/Townhouse.

Applicant: West Street 
Acquisitions, LLC, represented 
by Jonathan P. Rak, attorney; City 
of Alexandria (portions of the 
Master Plan Amendment only)
For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

JOB LISTING
 Electrical Engineer
(MPR Associates, Inc. 
Alexandria, VA 22314) F/T; 
DUTIES: Dev. solutions 
for ENG projects involving 
industrial power systems & 
equipment. 10-20% travel. 
Req ed.= MS in ELEC ENG or 
related (foreign equiv OK) + 
8mo. prof, intern, research or 
grad assistant exp. in ELEC 
ENG. Full job descript and to 
apply here: https://careers-
mpr.icims.com/jobs/1226/
electrical-engineer/job

Classifieds

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

877-691-5591
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)
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These are a sample of Babs’ 2020 Old Town sales.  
If you’re thinking of buying or selling your home in 2021,  
call Babs and let her 25+ years of expertise work for you!

703.627.5421  |  Babs@BabsBeckwith.com  |  www.BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity

*Represented the Buyer

Babs BeckwitH
SELLS OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

SO
LD

813 Oronoco Street

SO
LD

301 Queen Street

SO
LD

823 Oronoco Street

SO
LD

432 S. Columbus Street

SO
LD

318 Prince Street #7*

SO
LD

223 N. Royal Street

SO
LD

34 Wolfe Street

SO
LD

410 S. Lee Street

SO
LD

19 Wilkes Street

SO
LD

313 Queen Street

SO
LD

328 S. Lee Street

SO
LD

624 S. Saint Asaph St*

SO
LD

533 Tobacco Quay

SO
LD

116 Queen Street

SO
LD

515 Queen Street

SO
LD

708 Fords Landing Way

SO
LD

422 N. Royal Street

SO
LD

521 Washington St #202

SO
LD

472 S. Union Street

SO
LD

320 S. West St #103*

SO
LD

623 Pommander Walk

SO
LD

209 S. Lee Street*

SO
LD

209 S. Saint Asaph Street24 Wolfe Street

SO
LD


