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Collective bargaining approved

Campaign cash

City Council sets prec-
edent with new ordi-
nance for city workers
BY WILL SCHICK

City Council unanimous-
ly passed a historic collective 
bargaining ordinance at a 
public hearing on Saturday.

The newly passed ordi-
nance will mark the first 

time the city will grant its 
public sector employees the 
legal right to collectively 
bargain. Collective bar-
gaining, which is the legal 
process by which employ-
ees negotiate wages, bene-
fits and working conditions 
with their employers, has 
long been outlawed for gov-
ernment workers in the city 

and the state. 
Under the new ordinance, 

city employees will be allowed 
to enter into binding legal ne-
gotiations with the city over 
wages and benefits as well as 
other conditions of their em-
ployment, including proce-
dures for resolving grievances, 

First quarter fundrais-
ing reports released for 
mayoral, city council 
races
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Incumbent Mayor Jus-
tin Wilson outraised former 
Mayor Allison Silberberg by 
about $25,000 in overall do-
nations during the period 
Jan. 1 to March 31, 2021, ac-
cording to mandatory cam-
paign finance reports filed 
with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Elections. 

Silberberg, however, en-
tered the race just a week 
before the first quarter fil-
ing deadline and outraised 
Wilson by almost $30,000 
among individual donations 
of more than $100 during the 
seven days they went head-
to-head. 

Wilson raised $90,740 
DATA/VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS/VPAP

**Incumbent

INSIDE
Crime data

Police chief points to pandem-
ic as a reason for increase. 
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Council
Citizen police oversight 

board approved.
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Virginia Beach native 
gives back to the com-
munity through service 
BY ALLISON HAGEMAN

Sarah Bagley said she 
is the type of person who 
uses her skills, time and 
opportunity to improve 
her community in any way 
she can. In this case, she is 
using her skills for a run at 
Alexandria City Council.

During the pandemic, 
Bagley said she learned just 
how important it is to en-
gage locally and contribute 
through service. 

“I am someone very 
driven by a desire to be a 
positive force in my com-
munity,” Bagley said. 

Bagley grew up in Vir-
ginia Beach and was raised 
by her dad, a Vietnam vet-
eran who worked in a local 
shipyard. She attended the 
College of William & Mary 
where she studied govern-
ment and received a law 
degree from The Catholic 
University of America be-
fore moving to Alexandria 

in 2016. 
She is currently the ex-

ecutive director of Chisom 
Housing Group, a nonprof-
it that provides services 
to residents in affordable 
housing communities. She 
is also a licensed lawyer in 
Virginia and has years of 
trial experience – a skill set 
that she said sets her apart 
from other candidates. 

“I think I have a unique 
resume in some ways – this 
blend of both legal profes-
sional work and then the so-
cial services work I've been 
doing now for the last al-
most six years,” Bagley said. 

Sarah Bagley sets  
focus on City Council 

SARAH BAGLEY

CANDIDATE PROFILECANDIDATE PROFILE

MAYOR’S R ACE FUNDR AISING
Single 
donations 
more than 
$100*

Mar. 24  
to Mar. 
31, 2021

2021

SEE BAGLEY | 16

TimesTimesAlexandriaAlexandria

Total amount $53,512 $23,706

Over $1,000 20 5

# of Donations 79 54

ALLISON 
SILBERBERG

JUSTIN
WILSON**

*Only donors who give an aggregate of more than $100 are required 
by law to be identified by name and donation. For simplicity, we only 
included single donations of more than $100, not aggregations.

SEE FUNDRAISING | 4
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My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

Spring is here and the market is heating up
    Let me put my 33 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

Christine Roland GarnerChristine Roland Garner

JEFFERSON PARK 

Another amazing custom home by Bluestone 
Builders in sought after Jefferson Park on a 
beautiful level 6,250 sq. ft. lot!. The original 

stone front home has been expanded and 
renovated to include 4 upper level bedrooms 
& 3 full baths. The home has approx. 3,400 

finished sq. ft. of spacious and open floor 
plan with main level bedroom & bath, dining 
room with fireplace, gourmet kitchen, family 

room with gas fireplace and screened in 
porch with open deck. Finished lower level 

with bedroom, full bath and recreation room. 
Price Upon request

Coming soon

JEFFERSON PARK 

Classic brick colonial with welcoming 
portico on a private cul-de-sac is undergoing 
a complete renovation and expansion! Five 
bedrooms (three up, 1 main & 1 lower), 4 

(2/1/1) baths and a finished lower level. The 
home is approx. 2,600 finished sq. ft., on 
a lovely 5,400 sq. ft. lot. Open floor plan 

includes a family room with gas fireplace off 
the kitchen, main level study/bedroom and 

french doors to rear gardens. 
Price Upon Request

Coming soon

DEL RAY

Fabulous custom craftsman by 
Bluestone Builders in Del Ray. 
Approximately 4,000 sq.ft situated 
on a large 6,500 sq.ft. A complete 
renovation with addition and 
full basement! This home boast 
5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, open 
concept kitchen with family room 
and French doors, a large porch 
overlooking huge yard!

Under contract
CONTRACT 

PENDING



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  APRIL 22, 2021 | 3 

A new apartment build-
ing that includes 52 units of 
affordable housing opened 
on Tuesday on the site of the 
former Ramsey Homes in the 
Parker-Gray Historic District.

According to a news re-
lease from the Alexandria 
Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority, the new four-sto-
ry building, which has been 
named Lineage, pays tribute 
to the property’s history. 

Originally constructed 
to provide 15 two-bedroom 
apartments for temporary 
Black laborers working in 
the city’s war industry in the 
40s, the property had been 
long used as an affordable 
housing site until it was de-
molished in 2019.

The new building, 
which features one, two, 

and three-bedroom units, 
is expected to house fam-
ilies with a varying range 
of income levels and offers 
on-site parking in an under-
ground garage, according to 
the release.

Former residents of Ram-
sey Homes who had been re-
located due to construction 

have been given priority to 
move into the new building, 
according to the release.

The construction of the 
new development was made 
possible through a combina-
tion of low-income housing 
tax credits and financing pro-
vided by Capitol One and En-
terprise Community, accord-
ing to the release.

The new building is seen 
as a much-needed develop-
ment in a city where the de-
mand for affordable housing 
remains high, according to a 
statement from Keith Petti-
grew, CEO of ARHA.

Pettigrew said in the re-
lease that the building re-
ceived 45,000 applications 
within three days of opening 
its waiting list.

-wschick@alextimes.com

The Alexandria Police 
Department honored resi-
dent Christopher Palacios 
with the Chief of Police 
Award on April 13, accord-
ing to a news release. 

Palacios was given the 
award for assisting police in 
the apprehension of a driver 
involved in a fatal pedestri-
an crash on Jan. 26, 2020. 
According to the release, 
after witnessing the hit and 

run crash, Palacios and his 
wife followed the driver, got 
his attention and convinced 
him to return to the inter-
section where the incident 
occurred.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

The City of Alexandria 
is encouraging residents to 
dispose of unneeded pre-
scription medications for the 
upcoming National Prescrip-
tion Drug Take Back Day on 
Saturday.

Staffed by the Alexandria 
Police Department and the 
Alexandria Sheriff’s Office, 
a special collection will take 
place on from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday at the fol-
lowing drop-off locations: 
First Baptist Church, APD 

headquarters, Fire Station 
210 and the Neighborhood 
Pharmacy of Del Ray. 

The Neighborhood Phar-
macy of Del Ray, Inova Al-
exandria Hospital and the 
APD headquarters all offer 
secure permanent medica-
tion drop boxes for year-
round disposal, according 
to the release.

While over the counter 
medications are accepted, 
needles are not accepted ei-
ther at the take back event 

or in the permanent medica-
tion drop boxes. Masks must 
be worn over the nose and 
mouth at all collection sites.

According to the release, 
in 2020 the city collect-
ed 858.8 pounds of unused 
medication at drug take back 
events and year-round per-
manent drop boxes. 

Visit www.alexandriava.
gov/Opioids for more infor-
mation about safe medicine 
disposal.

-oanderson@alextimes.com ALLISONFORALEXANDRIA.COM
Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Allison Silberberg.
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for MAYOR
A MAYOR YOU CAN TRUST

VOTEJUNE
8 TH

   Restore transparency  
and adopt meaningful  
ethics reform.

   Invest in infrastructure and stop the flooding.
    Protect our school properties from  

co-location of housing and fully fund our schools.
     Build a Covid-19 economic recovery that  

supports small businesses.
    Safeguard our environment and natural  

resources, and protect our tree canopy.
    Save the forested environment  

at Taylor Run, Strawberry Run,  
and Lucky Run.

VOTE for ethical 
leadership. 
Early voting begins on April 23rd.

AS YOUR  
MAYOR, I WILL:

915 King St, Alexandria
703-684-1435

Ten Thousand Villages 
is a nonprofit global 
maker‑to‑market movement 
that breaks the cycle of 
generational poverty and 
ignites social change. 

Here, you can shop with 
intention for ethically-sourced 
wares — and to share in the 
joy of empowering makers in  
ten thousand villages.

WEEKLY BRIEFINGWEEKLY BRIEFING
Ribbon cutting at former Ramsey Homes site

Resident receives Chief of Police Award

Drug Take Back Day on Saturday

Police Department Chief 
Michael Brown awards resident 

Christopher Palacios with the 
Chief of Police Award.

COURTESY PHOTO
Members of City Council and the 
Alexandria Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority cut the ribbon 
at the new Lineage apartment 
building.

COURTESY PHOTO
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MAYOR'S R ACE FUNDR AISING
Total cash in 
and out

Jan. 1 - 
Mar. 31, 
2021

ALLISON 
SILBERBERG

JUSTIN
WILSON*

# of donors

Spent

Cash on hand

238

$7,134

$58,815

531

$11,705

$92,060

Total raised $65,364 $90,740

Starting cash $586 $13,025

The pets-in-waiting are asking Santa for a home of their own this 
holiday.  Your donation sustains them while they wait.

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Donate 
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

She really is as lovely as she appears. Chocolate is  7 years old, 
though she doesn’t look a day over 6. She weighs about 49 pounds 

and is wonderful in every way.

Her repertoire includes a charming “sit” “down” and even the 
advanced “roll over”. Ever the student, Chocolate is presently 

perfecting her “shake hands”.

Meet Chocolate in person!
703.746.4774 or email adopt@alexandriaanimals.org 

THANK YOU

~ Phoenix  ~ 

~ Everybody Loves Chocolate ~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Because everyone  
deserves a home.”

Highland Eco Pest Control 
Locally Owned | Eco-Friendly

703.739.2847 | www.highlandecopest.com

We kill mosquitoes, not bees!
Mention this ad for $20 off your  
first treatment!

Here's to your  Here's to your  
Mosquito-Free Summer!Mosquito-Free Summer!

overall and received 531 dis-
tinct donations, while Sil-
berberg received 238 distinct 
donations totaling $65,364 
during the first quarter of 
2021. But between March 
24 — the day Silberberg de-
clared her candidacy and be-
gan fundraising — and March 
31, she brought in $53,512 
in individual donations of 
more than $100, compared to 
$23,706 for Wilson.

The Times examined data 
on both the VDE site as well 
as The Virginia Public Access 
Project website, which pres-
ents the same information in 
a more user-friendly format. 
Only donors who give an ag-
gregate of more than $100 are 
required to be listed by name 
on campaign finance reports.

Though Silberberg ini-
tially did not plan to run for 
mayor, she made a u-turn 
on March 24 when she an-
nounced her candidacy after 
gathering the required num-
ber of signatures in one day. 

Silberberg has been wide-
ly known over the years as 
a populist candidate backed 
predominately by grass-
roots supporters. This time 
around, she received 20 do-
nations of $1,000 and over 
between March 24 and 31, 
compared to Wilson’s 12 of 
that level during the entire 
three-month period. 

“It’s really too early to tell 
what the narrative will be, but 
I am definitely always serv-
ing on behalf of the people, 
thinking about the people,” 
Silberberg said of being the 
larger-donor candidate, not-
ing that 153 people contrib-
uted donations of less than 
$100. “When I announced, we 
only had one week, really, to 
ramp up, and I think a lot of 
people saw that as an oppor-
tunity to express their strong 
support immediately, rather 
than spread it out.”

Wilson said that he’s “ex-
traordinarily pleased” with the 
high number of smaller dona-
tions and first-time donors.

“I think it shows the grass-
roots support of our cam-
paign,” Wilson said. “We’re 
also pretty struck by the fact 
that I have an extraordinary 
number of new contributors. 
There are many folks who 
have not given to me before, 
and I’m gratified by that.”

Among Wilson’s heftier 
contributors is Reginald J. 
Brown, who donated $5,000 
on Feb. 9. Brown had donated 
$80,200 of his total $82,700 
prior-year contributions to 
Republican candidates across 
Virginia. Brown did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment about his donation in 
this campaign.

Then there’s Mark C. 
Williams, who gave $7,500 
to Silberberg’s campaign – 
the largest single donation 
amount to either mayoral 
candidate this election cycle, 
despite supporting Wilson in 
previous elections.  

Williams has contributed 
a total of $171,768 to various 
Virginia politicians over the 
years, almost entirely Demo-
crats, and had previously given 
Wilson a cumulative $6,000. 

But due to what Williams 
has described as “a cata-
strophic series of mistakes” 
by City Council since 2018, 
the 26-year resident deliber-
ately shifted those donations.

These factors include con-
troversial policy handlings on 
various topics, from the long-
standing sewer drainage issue 
to the Seminary Road diet.

But the most “unjustifiable 
blunder” for Williams was 
council’s decision to approve 
a hotly contested Halal live 
butcher shop in March 2019, 
which Williams vehemently 
opposed then and now.

The company in ques-
tion, Saba Live Poultry, has 
been sued multiple times for 
labor abuse and convicted 
of animal cruelty and on-
the-street slaughter in oth-
er locations. Williams said 
he presented these facts to 
council at the time, but as-
serted that they were “inten-
tionally disregarded.” 

Wilson voted in favor of 
the project and still main-
tains his support for the live 

FUNDRAISING FROM | 1

SEE FUNDRAISING | 6
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butcher shop, which is about 
to open its doors.

“It was an application in 
the industrial zone; it was 

largely a by-right use. I be-
lieve we have to be a city of 
laws, absolutely,” Wilson 
said, adding that Williams 
has been “consistent” in his 
donations to candidates who 

have also expressed opposi-
tion for the project. 

Although she wasn’t in 
office at the time the Halal 
butchery was approved, Sil-
berberg has since become 
one of those opposing voices. 

Citing Saba Live Poultry’s 
violations in other states and 
the fact that it will be locat-
ed on Colvin Street near both 
a pet grooming facility and 
restaurants with outdoor 
seating, Silberberg stated that 
the business “doesn’t belong” 
within the city limits. 

“When you vote for [this, 
you’re supporting] any kind 
of slaughterhouse. It doesn’t 
matter what kind,” Silberberg 
said. “We’re a very densely 
populated 15 square mile city 
- it just doesn’t belong.” 

Williams said that he’s 
planning on donating to 
several other candidates like 
incumbent Amy Jackson, 

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

DATA/VPAP
*Incumbent

$0

$12,249

$0

$520

$0

$1,223

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$121

Starting cash

$65,660

$51,499

$47,012

$27,697

$24,727

$21,241

$20,589

$18,351

$13,074

$9,605

$7,942

$6,530

$0

Total raised

387

436

379

245

183

141

151

30

28

29

22

63

0

# of donors

$20,610

$10,252

$32,157

$7,493

$13,593

$14,694

$4,819

$3,255

$3,120

$2,514

$386

$2,298

$0

Spent

$45,050

$53,495

$14,855

$20,724

$11,133

$7,771

$15,769

$15,096

$9,953

$7,091

$7,556

$4,231

$121

Cash on hand

CIT Y COUNCIL FUNDR AISING

Total cash in and out
Jan. 1 - Mar. 31, 2021

Kirk McPike

John Chapman*

Alyia Gaskins

Canek Aguirre*

Sarah Bagley

Amy Jackson*

James Lewis

Bill Rossello

Bill Campbell

Patrick Moran

Kevin Harris

Meronne Teklu

Mark Shiffer

Candidate

the only councilor seek-
ing re-election who voted 
against the project, with 
the intention of making a 
statement and investing in 
“something better.”

“What I’m hoping to do 
[with my 2020 donations] is 
make up for my prior dona-
tions and also to help get some 
favorable attention on some 
people who I think will do 
better, and who I think will do 
better more visibly and trans-
parently, without a lot of bi-
zarre decisions getting in the 
way,” Williams told the Alex-
andria Times in an interview. 

When asked about their 
donation policies, both Wil-
son and Silberberg separately 
stated they do not take con-
tributions from anyone who 
has business before the city. 

Wilson said that in this 
cycle alone, he’s rejected do-
nations from a number of de-
velopers and land use attor-
neys who have plans to bring 
applications before council 
later this year. 

Planning Commission 
Chair Nathan Macek gave Wil-
son a donation the day after 
Wilson voted with the majority 
of council to reappoint Macek 
to his post. Macek’s employer, 
the engineering firm WSP, has 
played a leading role in numer-
ous large projects in Alexan-
dria, including the under-con-
struction Potomac Yard Metro.
Though several commenters 
on the Bring Integrity Back 
to Alexandria Facebook page 
have dubbed this an example 
of “pay for play,” Wilson said 
he’s “proud” to have Macek’s 
support.

“Oh, give me a break,” 
Wilson said of the accusa-
tions. “Nate’s a good friend 
and has contributed to my 
previous campaigns, and I 
believe his contribution was 
relatively small as well. He’s 
been a very committed com-
munity volunteer for our city 
for a long, long time, and 
the residents should be very 
thankful that he’s willing to 
give his time and expertise 
to help our community.”

Macek also donated on 
Feb. 10 to incumbent council-
ors John Chapman and Canek 
Aguirre, who both voted to 
reappoint Macek to the Plan-
ning Commission on Feb. 9.

The 13 City Council hope-
fuls – three incumbents and 
10 challengers – have cumu-
latively raised $313,927 in 
the first quarter of 2021. 

Newcomer Kirk McPike 
raised the most money in the 
first quarter, $65,660. Only 15 
of his 146 donations of more 
than $100, however, came 
from people with a home ad-
dress listed in Alexandria, 
one of which was himself. 

Eight of the 13 candidates 
raised at least $15,000, in-
cluding McPike, Chapman, 
Alyia Gaskins, Aguirre, Sar-
ah Bagley, Jackson, James 
Lewis and Bill Rossello. 
Chapman currently has the 
most cash on hand at the end 
of the quarter, at $53,495.

Challenger Mark Shiffer 
didn’t raise or spend any 
money for his campaign 
during the quarter.  

Both Wilson and Silber-
berg emphasized the impor-
tance of transparency during 
their campaigns. Wilson said 
20 years ago he worked with 
the local registrar to put 
campaign finance reports 
online. Transparency is an 
issue he’s been “firmly com-
mitted to” throughout his 
time on council, Wilson said. 

Silberberg said that her 
campaign goes back to “the 
heart” of basic ethics princi-
ples. 

“This is all about fairness; 
this is all about the peoples’ 
business; this is all about do-
ing the right thing. It’s about 
creating a more ethical cul-
ture, and it’s about transpar-
ency and public trust,” Silber-
berg said. 

The first quarter cam-
paign finance reports are 
available on VPAP.org and 
from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Elections.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
Denise Dunbar also 

contributed to this story.

FUNDRAISING FROM | 4
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. 
Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152  

Licensed Realtor® in DC & VA
860.214.7474 | 703.277.2152
maryashley@compass.com
1004 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314

MaryAshley Zimmermann
The MaryAshley Real Estate Group

www.MaryAshleyRealEstate.com

It's not just a home, it's a lifestyle

Spring2ACTion
Alexandria’s animal shelters depend on your contributions. 

On Alexandria’s Giving Day donate what you can to our local animal rescue organizations or adopt an animal in need. 
They will be forever grateful and you will help change a lot of furry lives.

Animal Welfare League of Alexandria
King Street Cats
Tails High Inc Cat Rescue

Lost Dog & Cat Rescue Foundation
Lucky Dog Animal Rescue
Homeward Trails Animal Rescue
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leaving their houses as often 
as they were pre-pandemic.

“There’s a turnover … fast 
forward to lockdown, espe-
cially in urbanized areas – if 
you found a parking spot and 
you were going to be locked 
down in your house, you’d 

leave that car and not move 
it because you didn’t want 
to lose the parking spot,” 
Brown said in an interview. 
“So, in some cases, we had 
people that would go a long 
period of time before they 
took a look at whether their 
car was still there.”

It is not just Alexandria 
that has seen an uptick in auto 
theft. The Washington D.C. 
Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment reported a 49% increase 
in auto thefts from 2019 to 
2020, from 1,537 in 2019 to 
3,137 incidents in 2020.

The issue has grown so 
dire, in fact, that earlier this 
year the MPD announced the 
creation of a task force com-
posed of specialized detec-
tives to investigate the sharp 
rise in carjackings, auto thefts 
and unauthorized use of vehi-
cle offenses throughout D.C.   

In a news release posted on 
April 13, Brown encouraged 
residents to take “simple steps” 
to “reduce their risk of becom-
ing victims” of auto theft such 
as checking their vehicles daily 
and moving them periodically, 
ensuring that doors are locked 
and removing any valuables 
from inside.

According to the state-
ment, only a small number 
of thefts involved the use of 
force, such as breaking win-
dows or trunks.

This phrasing upset some 
residents, however, who felt 
that it placed the onus on 
vehicle owners to constantly 
examine their property rath-
er than on perpetrators not 
to commit crimes.

“The APD statement re-
ally does blame victims of 
crime … [that] it’s their own 
fault for being crime victims,” 
resident Frank Putzu com-
mented on the Bring Integrity 
Back to Alexandria Facebook 
Page. “Words fail to describe 
how embarrassing that state-
ment is to the city.”

Another resident, Kathy 
Bond McAfee, added that 
many residents don’t feel 
safe in the city because of the 
increase in crime calling for 
“a change” in government 
leadership.

But Brown stated that 
APD “wouldn’t at all” suggest 
victims were to blame. Ac-
cording to Brown, APD only 
suggests preventative mea-

NOW OPEN | Alexandria Times | Quarter-page 4C: 5.5" x 4.5"

Now Welcoming 
Residents
We invite you to explore our newest 

community in beautiful Alexandria, VA. 

Schedule a tour and meet our experienced 

team of caregivers, and learn more about 

our personalized approach to assisted 

living and memory care. We can’t wait  

to welcome you home.

• Highly trained, compassionate  
team of caregivers

• Activities and programming  
customized to resident interests, 
nourishing mind, body, and spirit

703-454-9900
SunriseOldTown.com/Times

OLD TOWN

All our team members are following COVID-19 infection control 
protocols, including wearing a mask. Number of visitors allowed 
inside is limited, to maintain appropriate social distancing. 

© 2021 Sunrise Senior Living

Contact Us Today to 

Schedule Your Personal Tour:

COMMUNITY NOW OPEN
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Police chief attributes 
pandemic for spike in 
larcenies, auto thefts 
and vandalism
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

The Alexandria Police De-
partment released its annual 
crime report for incidents in 
2020 on April 13, revealing 
a notable 19.14% increase in 
Part 1 crimes last year, in-
cluding larcenies and auto 
thefts. According to APD, 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
may have played a role in the 
dramatic increase in certain 
types of crime.

The report is divided into 
Part I and Part II crimes. Part 
I crimes are considered more 
serious, according to the APD 
summary, because they are 
perpetrated against people 
and property. These include 
homicide, rape, robbery, ag-
gravated assault, burglary, 
larceny and auto theft.

On the other hand, Part II 
crimes, otherwise known as 
nuisance crimes, include drug 
and narcotic offenses, driving 

under the influence, gambling, 
vandalism, disorderly conduct, 
prostitution, drunkenness and 
liquor law violations.

Dramatic – yet opposite 
– changes occurred in both 
categories last year: While 
Part I crimes rose 19.14 % be-
tween 2019 and 2020, Part II 
crimes fell by 14.7%.

In looking at Part I crime, 
larcenies increased by 18.16% 
between 2019 and 2020 from 
2,093 cases to 2,473 cases, 
and auto thefts by 54.08% 
from 233 cases to 359.

APD Police Chief Michael 
Brown suggested that this 
increase could be partially 
attributed to a “change in be-
havior” for residents during 
the pandemic, in which sever-
al common trends occurred.

Many auto theft cases 
last year involved owners 
leaving vehicles unlocked or 
unattended for long periods 
of time with the keys in the 
ignition – an increasingly 
common scenario that Brown 
postulates is due to the lock-
down, when people are not 

Serious crimes rise by one-fifth in 2020

DATA/ APD CRIME ANALYSIS UNIT

2020 Part I  crimes by quarter

Homicide

Rape

Robbery

Aggravated assult

Burglary

Larceny

Auto theft

TOTAL

Q1
Jan. 1 - March 31

0

2

28

55

33

580

55

753

Type of 
Crime

0

2

12

52

23

515

85

689

Q2
April 1 - June 31

2

5

30

47

40

715

130

969

Q3
July 1 - Sept. 31

1

3

17

54

30

663

89

857

Q4
Oct. 1 - Dec. 31

SEE CRIME | 10
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~ALEXANDRIA BLOOMS IN THE SPRINGTIME~
New to the Market

Under contract Sold

Coming soon

Diann Carlson
CELL 703-628-2440

OFFICE 703-549-8700
diann.carlson@gmail.com

320 NORTH ROYAL STREET
$1,295,000.

1103 PRINCE STREET
$1,350,000.

502 WYTHE STREET
$1,139,000.

734 SOUTH ROYAL STREET
$1,555,000.

212 PRINCE STREET
$1,599,000.

420 TYLER PLACE
$1,675,000.

6 POTOMAC COURT
$1,795,000.

Please consider a 
contribution to the 
Alexandria Animal 
Welfare League on  
our Annual “Spring  
to Action” Day.  
Thank you!
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sures for citizens to mitigate 
their chance of becoming tar-
gets as much as possible. 

“This isn’t about blaming 
anybody; this is just about 

what the experience has 
been,” Brown said, empha-
sizing that those who violate 
the laws are the ones APD 
seeks to investigate. “Our 
job isn’t to blame people; our 
job is to prevent them from 

becoming victims, not only 
in auto theft but in other 
[crimes] too.”

One example of such 
“other crimes” is burglaries, 
which climbed from 117 cas-
es in 2019 to 126 in 2020, a 

7.7% increase.
Residential burglaries 

dropped 29%, from 69 cases 
in 2019 to 49 in 2020, which 
Brown said is likely due to 
the fact that people were 
spending more time at home 
during lockdown. Commer-
cial burglaries, however, in-
creased by 47.5%, from 40 to 
59 incidents.

“The places that were 
closed, that weren’t being at-
tended, were not homes, they 
were businesses. So, you see 
[many] commercial business 
crimes that have taken place 
this year,” Brown said of the 
upsurge.

Brown also speculated that 
the “economics of the pan-
demic” might have influenced 
the types of items stolen. In 
the way of petty larcenies, for 
instance, personal hygiene 
products, laundry soap and 
detergent pods have all be-
come major targets for theft.

Though the exact reason 
for this is unknown, Brown 
said that a marketplace for 
these items certainly exists, 
as does an individual need.

“I think some of it is that 
people want to market them 
in an area where there’s a 
demand for it, or more im-
portantly, there are people 
involved in this that quite 
frankly are probably under 
some economic hardship 
that has taken place this last 
year,” Brown said. “This may 
be, on an individualized ba-
sis, an effort to try and make 
ends meet.”

There were three homi-
cides in the city in 2020, an 
increase from two murders in 
2019, and all three homicides 
occurred in the West End. 

The first homicide oc-
curred on July 29 after the 
suspect, Ibrahim Bouaic-
hi, 33, allegedly killed his 
girlfriend, Karla Elizabeth 
Dominguez. Bouaichi had 
been released on bond in 
April, despite being indicted 
by a Grand Jury for alleged-
ly raping Dominguez in Oc-
tober 2019. Bouaichi died 
from a self-inflicted gunshot 

wound after his car crashed 
during a chase with the FBI’s 
Violent Crimes Task Force.

On Sept. 30., officers 
found John Pope, a 57-year-
old Alexandria resident, in 
the 5900 block of Quantrell 
Avenue with an upper body 
injury. He died en route to a 
local hospital. The suspect 
in the case, Tavon Lanier, 19, 
of Alexandria, was recent-
ly indicted on five charges 
that could result in a life sen-
tence, plus 13 years.

The third homicide oc-
curred on Nov. 7 in the 4800 
block of W. Braddock Road. 
The victim, Yousef Tarek 
Omar, 23, of Texas, was 
found with a gunshot wound 
to the upper body and later 
died at the hospital. No sus-
pect has yet been identified.

The number of aggravat-
ed assaults also increased 
from 196 cases in 2019 to 208 
cases in 2020.

The number of reported 
rapes decreased by 40% from 
20 in 2019 to 12 in 2020, but 
APD and Alexandria’s Sexu-
al Assault center expressed 
concern that rape and do-
mestic violence cases may 
not have been reported at 
a time when victims had to 
stay at home where the inci-
dents occurred, according to 
a news release.

While Part II crime types 
decreased from 2019 to 2020, 
reported destruction and 
vandalism cases increased by 
28.48%, from 790 in 2019 to 
1,015 cases in 2020, a num-
ber Brown said is “not usual-
ly this way” and, once again, 
likely has “pandemic” written 
all over it.

“We had a number of folks 
that I think kind of felt like 
they were cooped up, got out 
and got a little crazy at times. 
We had a couple of those cas-
es,” Brown said.

Destruction and vandal-
ism situations often involve 
instances where cars are bro-
ken into but there’s no indi-
cation that the vehicle was 

CRIME FROM | 8
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DATA/ APD CRIME ANALYSIS UNIT
*Possession of small amounts of marijuana (up to one ounce) was decriminalized on July 1, 2020 and 
now carries a civil fine of up to $25.

2020 Part II  crimes by quarter

Destruction/Vandalism

Prostitution

Drug/Narcotic offenses*

Gambling

Disorderly conduct

DUI

Drunkenness

Liquor Law Violations

Total

Type of Crime Q1
Jan. 1 - March 31

235

3

154

0

16

59

118

38

623

Q2
April 1 - June 31

253

0

93

0

5

17

55

16

439

Q3
July 1 - Sept. 31

299

0

49

0

10

37

39

16

450

Q4
Oct. 1 - Dec. 31

228

0

55

0

10

33

57

20

403

subject to burglary or auto 
theft. Damaging personal 
property with signs, leaflets 
and paint is also common.

Although some residents 
have argued that the city’s 
2020 crime data report made 
“no mention” of shots fired 
calls, which became more 
frequent throughout 2020, 
it should be noted that these 
cases, also known as weapon 
violations, reside under the 
canopy of vandalism and de-
struction crimes.

Brown said these inci-
dents get filed under Part II 
crime when officers arrive 
at a scene with casings or 
other evidence that shots 
were fired, but ultimate-
ly conclude that no one was 
wounded and no property 
was damaged.

According to Brown, there 
was a 48.6% increase in shots 
fired calls, from 37 cases in 
2019 to 55 in 2020.

To combat both Part I and 

Part II crimes, APD has ap-
pointed investigators for ev-
ery case to “look for links” in 
both the city and surround-
ing jurisdictions, Brown said. 
APD also met with security 
teams of affected big-box 
retailers to discuss their en-
forcement of loss prevention 
and implemented patrols in 
certain areas where intelli-
gence suggested organized 
groups are working. Brown 
said that similar criminal 
activity with similar modi 
operandi had been occur-
ring in Arlington and Fairfax 
counties, though he did not 
specify the nature of the or-
ganized group types.  

“There’s a lot of different 
things we do depending on 
where the facts lead us and 
depending on where the cas-
es lead us, and we’re actively 
engaged on all these partic-
ular crimes trying to prevent 
them but more important-
ly to solve the ones that are 
open,” Brown said.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

CRIME FROM | 10
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provisions for workplace safe-
ty and scheduling. 

Prior to the passage of 
this new ordinance, Alex-
andria was one of 17 mu-
nicipalities which had pre-
viously permitted collective 
bargaining for its public 
sector employees. However, 
the Virginia Supreme Court 
banned the practice in 1977, 
citing the lack of explicit au-
thority for local governments 
to establish such procedures 
on their own.

The legal process, which 
is widely accepted as a com-
mon labor practice across the 
country, is prohibited in only 
three states: North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Virginia.

The General Assembly 
passed a new law last year, 
that goes into effect on May 
1, permitting for the first 
time in Virginia history mu-
nicipalities across the state 
to establish collective bar-
gaining procedures of their 
own. Alexandria’s new or-
dinance comes amid this 
change in state law.

Both labor union repre-
sentatives and members of 
council said they believe the 
new ordinance will be used 
as a model for surrounding 
jurisdictions that have yet 
to pass collective bargaining 
ordinances of their own.

“When it comes to it, Al-
exandria is not afraid to lead 
and be the first and set prec-
edent not only for ourselves 
and the region but for the 
Commonwealth as a whole,” 
Councilor Mo Seifeldein said. 

Robert Hollingsworth, 

the president of chapter 
2176 of the American Fed-
eration of State, County and 
Municipal Employees, also 
hailed the passage of the 
new ordinance.

“Alexandria should be a 
model for … public sector 
collective bargaining and 
for what public sector collec-
tive bargaining in Virginia 
looks like,” Hollingsworth 
said. “We commend the may-
or and the City Council for 
hearing our concerns. And 
we look forward to working 
with them on [a procedure] 
that serves as the leading ex-
ample for cities and counties 
across the Commonwealth.”

James Rodriguez, an Al-
exandria resident and Ar-
lington County employee, 
said that the city should be 
“proud” of this ordinance, 
adding that “if something 
positive for the public em-
ployees occurs in Alexan-
dria, we can expect a similar 
response in Arlington.”

The ordinance comes af-
ter months of deliberation 
and debate amongst coun-
cil, city staff and local labor 
unions over whether to pro-
vide public sector employees 
the full scope of rights per-
mitted by the new state law. 

To the chagrin of many 
workers and labor union rep-
resentatives, city staff had 
initially proposed granting 
city workers the right to ne-
gotiate solely over wages and 
benefits, excluding negoti-
ations over working condi-
tions from the scope of the 
ordinance.

Cynthia Hudson, the le-
gal counsel hired by the city 

to help draft the ordinance, 
said initially that limiting 
the scope of the ordinance 
was important because a 
more expansive collective 
bargaining agreement could 
become overly complex.

“Given what a big process 
and new process collective 
bargaining is to get your 
arms around … we submit 
that it is prudent, and in the 
city’s probably best interest 
as a newcomer to collective 
bargaining, to start narrow-
er with the scope of what 
you’re doing,” Hudson said 
during a legislative meeting 
held on Feb. 9. 

While the ordinance 
passed on Saturday will grant 
city workers the full right to 
negotiate over wages, bene-
fits and working conditions 
with their employer, some 
labor union representatives 
and city workers say it still 
falls short of what is needed.

During the hearing, Bar-
bara Aboagye, a city employ-
ee who works in a 24-hour 
care facility, called on coun-
cil to extend the rights of-
fered by the new ordinance 
to other workers.

“I ask City Council to … 
consider including proba-
tionary, temporary and sea-
sonal employees into the or-
dinance to ensure that these 
employees have the same 
access to the rights and ben-
efits that regular employees 
enjoy when they are work-
ing,” Aboagye said.

Steven Kreisberg, a labor 
union representative, echoed 
Aboagye’s concerns and said 
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I ask City Council to … consider including 
probationary, temporary and seasonal employees 

into the ordinance to ensure that these employees 
have the same access to the rights and benefits that 
regular employees enjoy when they are working.”

–Barbara Aboagye,
city employee
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Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties for 25+ Years

703.627.5421 | OldTownAlexandriaLiving.com
Babs@BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292
Equal Housing Opportunity

Call Babs today to preview these homes and put her expertise to work for you!

Two New Exciting Old Town Listings!

36 Wolfe Street  ~  $1,539,000

64 Wolfe Street  ~  $1,298,000

PLEASE SUPPORT

April 28, 2021 | spring2action.org



14 |APRIL 22, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

that there was no reason to 
exclude probationary employ-
ees from the scope of rights 
offered by the ordinance.

“We believe [probation-
ary employees] ought to be 
included in the bargaining 
unit. However, they should 
be excluded from the right 
to appeal a disciplinary ac-
tion or termination since 
that’s the whole point of 
a probationary status. But 
there’s no reason they 
should be excluded from the 
other aspects of the collec-
tive bargaining unit, things 
like break time or sched-
uling, safety equipment,” 
Kreisberg said.

Luis Velez Torres, an 
Arlington County public 
service employee, said that 
while he was happy to see 
the scope of the ordinance 
includes the right for city 
workers to negotiate over 
wages, benefits and work-
ing conditions, it does not 
include measures for re-
viewing the city’s discipline 
processes.

“I noticed that a transpar-
ent discipline procedure is 
missing from this ordinance. 
A fair and transparent disci-
pline procedure gives public 
service employees like me 
and those that serve Alexan-
dria a sense of security and 
well-being. I urge you to con-
sider it in this ordinance,” 
Torres said.

Before the final vote, 
Councilor Canek Aguirre 
briefly praised the work of 
all those involved in drafting 
this ordinance, stating that 
the ordinance is a testament 
to the hard work of council, 
city staff and the very work-
ers who will benefit the most 
from the ordinance.

“I feel that we’ve been 
grappling with a lot of in-
depth issues that have gener-
ational impacts, and I think 
i’s important to recognize 
that because we’ve been not 
just dealing with the pan-
demic but also with the daily 
trials and tribulations of still 
running a city and still try-
ing to move things forward,” 
Aguirre said.

After approximately 
two hours of deliberation, 
Vice Mayor Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Parker put forward a mo-
tion to approve the amend-
ment, which was seconded 
by Councilor John Chapman. 
Council unanimously ap-
proved the ordinance, 7-0.

-wschick@alextimes.com

TACOS 4.50 each

GRILLED FISH TACO
with fruit salsa, cabbage & yuzu remoulade

FRIED FISH TACO
with avocado, pico & yuzu remoulade

CHICKEN TACO
marinated breast with tomato, cheese & onion

SKIRT STEAK TACO
marinated & grilled with lettuce & salsa verde

PHILLY CHEESE STEAK TACO
with queso & grilled onions

SMOKED PORK TACO
with scallions, sour cream, pico & cilantro

CRISPY BEEF TACO
with lettuce, cheese & pico

SUSHI, TACOS AND MORE ON THE AVENUE

SA
LA

DS

HOUSE
lettuce, cabbage, cucumber, tomato,  
with choice of citrus or creamy shiso dressing

SQUID SALAD 
marinated grilled calamari salad

SEAWEED SALAD
traditional hiyashi wakame

SEARED TUNA SALAD*
served over mixed greens with honey-lime
cilantro dressing and rice

6

7

6

16

SO
UP

S

MISO

SUIMONO
shiitake dashi with fresh mushrooms
*with shrimp and rice

AGEDASHI TOFU
tofu kara-age in vegetable broth

4

5

7

7

SM
AL

L P
LAT

ES

EDAMAME

SEARED MAINE LOBSTER TAIL
with spinach, shiitake & yuzu-koshu soy butter

SEARED DUCK BREAST
with mustard miso

SHRIMP TEMPURA
served with sweet-chile sauce

CHICKEN TATSUTAGE
deep fried sweet soy and ginger marinated
chicken served with yuzu remoulade

VEGETABLE TEMPURA
assorted, served with vegetable tentsuyu

GRILLED SCALLOPS
with sautéed spinach, shiitake and bacon

GRILLED STEAK SKEWERS*
marinated skirt steak

TUNA* POKE WONTON “TOSTADAS” (3)

VEGETABLE WONTON “TOSTADAS” (3)
with pico and avocado

5

12/20 dbl 

11

8

8

7.50

8

8

10

6

*Consuming raw or under-cooked meats, poultry, seafood, shellfish or eggs may increase your risk of food-borne illness.

SA
SH

IM
I

1909 MOUNT VERNON AVENUE, DEL RAY, ALEXANDRIA 22301  •  703.836.1212  •  www.kaizentavern.com

14

14

8pc  15
16pc  28

EN
TR

EE 
BO

WL
S

Entrée bowls served over your choice of mixed 
seasonal greens, white rice, or brown rice

SKIRT STEAK
grilled, with chile shiso buttermilk dressing

CHICKEN
grilled chicken teriyaki with creamy shiso 
vinaigrette

SALMON
grilled, with citrus-soy vinaigrette

SALMON POKE*
raw salmon with lemon-chile soy dressing

16

16

18

18

MA
INS

with porkbelly-soy green beans, onion tempura 
& steamed rice

CHICKEN TERIYAKI

GRILLED SKIRT STEAK

GRILLED SALMON OR MAHI-MAHI

18

18

18

MA
KI 

RO
LLS

CALIFORNIA
kanikama crabstick, avocado & cucumber

SPICY TUNA*
with spicy mayo & scallions

YELLOWTAIL & SCALLION*

SALMON & AVOCADO*

TUNA & AVOCADO*

EEL & CUCUMBER

CUCUMBER & AVOCADO

SHRIMP TEMPURA ROLL
with avocado & eel sauce

4.5/5 with masago

5.50

7

5.50

6.50

6.50

4.50

8.50

NIG
IRI

CRABSTICK

EEL*

SALMON ROE*

FLYING FISH ROE*

DAILY SPECIAL

3.5

6

6

6

market

5

5

6

5

6

two pieces per order

TUNA*

SALMON*

YELLOWTAIL*

SHRIMP*

SCALLOP*

SP
EC

IAL
TY

 RO
LLS

JO LOBSTER ROLL
lobster & avocado topped with seafood trio

RAINBOW ROLL*
avocado & cucumber roll wrapped with salmon,
tuna & yellowtail

SOFTSHELL CRAB ROLL
fried softshell, green onion & eel sauce

DRAGON ROLL
avocado, cucumber roll wrapped in eel

KAIZEN CRUNCHY SPICY TUNA ROLL*
with avocado, cilantro and jalapeño

JO HAMACHI ROLL* 
seared yellowtail with avocado, cilantro, jalapeño, 
tobiko, spicy wasabi mayo, & eel sauce

SMOKEY DEL RAY ROLL
shrimp tempura, cream cheese & avocado topped 
with smoked salmon

VEGETABLE DELUXE ROLL
cucumber, avocado, pickle, cilantro,  
jalapeño & ginger

CHERRY BLOSSOM ROLL*
salmon two ways, cucumber,  
avocado & sweet n spicy sauce

19

15

14

15

15

15

15

14

15

KAIZEN TATAKI*
seared yellowtail with avocado, jalapeño,
shiso, onion & ponzu

TUNA TARTARE*
chopped tuna, green apple,  
lightly dressed with chile sesame oil,  
served with wonton crisps for dipping

SASHIMI ASSORTMENT*
tuna, yellowtail, salmon, tobiko and bowl
of steamed rice

TEX
-M

EX

QUESADILLAS 9 each

SMOKED DUCK
duck, pico, jack cheese, green onions & sour cream

GRILLED CHICKEN
grilled chicken, jack cheese, pico, avocado & sour cream

KAIZEN
703.836.1212

1909 Mount Vernon 
Avenue, Del Ray 

www.kaizentavern.com

Fresh & Fun!New! 

Please give generously on Spring2ACTion Day!

New menu, new  
chef, new hours, family 

friendly. 
Sushi, teriyaki, tacos, 

sliders & more!

Fontaine ‘To Go’ Coffee 
Shop, 2 doors to the right 

from Fontaine Caffe.
Coffee, croissants, locally 

made pastries & more!

FONTAINE AND KAIZEN ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR DINE IN, CURBSIDE 

TAKE OUT OR LOCAL DELIVERY

FONTAINE 
703-535-8151  

119 South Royal Street,  
Old Town 

www.fontainebistro.com

FONTAINE

7:30 am to  
2:30 pm daily 

Enjoy our patio! 
5 pm to 10 pm daily

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 
news every week. Please show them your thanks by 

patronizing their businesses.

CANEK 
AGUIRRE

I feel that we’ve been grappling 
with a lot of in-depth issues 

that have generational impacts, and 
I think it’s important to recognize 
that because we’ve been not just 
dealing with the pandemic but also 
with the daily trials and tribulations 
of still running a city and still 
trying to move things forward.”

– Canek Aguirre,
councilor

BARGAINING FROM | 12
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●	 A former Capitol Hill staffer with experience 
crafting progressive legislation, he now 
works in health care advocacy, fighting to 
reduce the cost of prescription drugs. 

●	 A civic association leader and Alexandria 
resident since 2010, he’s lived in South 
Old Town, North Old Town, and now he’s 
bought a home on the West End.

●	 He’s been a Democratic Precinct Captain 
and served as President of the Virginia Young 
Democrats in 2017, helping Democrats win 
all statewide offices and make major gains in 
the House of Delegates. 

●	 Appointed to the Alexandria Traffic and 
Parking Board, he’s working to respond to 
the real problems with our congested roads, 
pedestrian safety, parking, and the need for 
more public transportation options. 

●	 Increase Funding for World-Class Public Schools
●	 Stronger Flood Control Measures
●	 Traffic Safety and More Public Transportation
●	 Housing Policies that Promote Diversity
●	 Championing Conservation and Clean Energy

• Apply to vote by mail at:  vote.elections.virginia.gov
• Vote early at the Office of Elections:  132 North Royal Street, Suite 100
• Open Mon. to Fri. from 8am to 5pm and on the following Saturdays: 5/22, 5/29, 6/5

E L E C T I ON  D A Y  V OT I N G  ON  T U E S D A Y ,  J U N E  8

J A M E S 
L E W I S 

Democratic Primary for Alexandria City CouncilA Progressive Voice for Us!

HE LISTENS TO 
COMMUNITY CONCERNS

Paid for and authorized by Friends of James C. Lewis Jr.                                            (You may vote for 6 council candidates.)

J a m e s L e w i s V A . c o m

Learn	more	about	James	and	
volunteer	for	our	campaign	by	visiting:

MG-21-AXCC-A Newspaper AD 9.3 x 10.5.indd   1MG-21-AXCC-A Newspaper AD 9.3 x 10.5.indd   1 4/16/21   8:55 AM4/16/21   8:55 AM
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Locally, Bagley volunteers 
with the Alexandria Demo-
cratic Committee and Moms 
Demand Action. Both experi-
ences have given her a sense 
of how to engage the com-
munity in a meaningful and 
positive way, she said. For 
ADC, Bagley has done phone 
banking, door-knocking and 
polling station work, while for 
Moms Demand Action, she 
has lobbied for gun control 
legislation. Last year, Bagley 
spoke before Alexandria’s City 
Council, encouraging them to 
pass the ban on guns on city 
property, which City Council 
ultimately ended up adopting.

“For me, it felt like an area 
in which we could do better 
and that regular people like 
myself and the other volun-
teer members of Moms could 
make an impact and could 
reduce the presence of guns 
in our society,” Bagley said. 

According to Bagley, she 
was motivated to enter the 
City Council race because of 
a desire to improve her com-
munity. She also expressed a 
desire to bring female repre-
sentation to the ballot, partic-
ularly after Councilor Del Pep-
per announced her retirement 
and Vice Mayor Elizabeth 
Bennett-Parker announced 
she was running for the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates. The 

final piece of her decision, 
according to Bagley, was the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a disas-
ter that showed how vital local 
government is in residents’ 
daily lives.

“I wanted to be sure that 
we would have women on the 
ballot, and I felt like this was 
an opportunity to serve a 
community that I have made 
my home,” Bagley said. 

For her campaign, Bagley 
said she is focusing on af-
fordable housing, COVID-19 
and safer communities.

As someone who works at 
an affordable housing non-
profit, Bagley said the issue 
is often at the front of her 
mind. Bagley said she would 
like to see council create af-
fordability at different price 
points and create more se-
nior living communities. En-
suring residents of all ages 
can continue to live in the 
city is important for Bagley.

“I want to definitely be a 
part of that discussion about 
how do we develop in a way that 
provides multiple price points,” 
Bagley said. “How do we allow 
people to age in place?”

Another issue Bagley 
wants to tackle on council as 
aggressively as possible is the 
city’s flooding and infrastruc-
ture challenges. Bagley said 
the city needs to invest intel-
ligently and transparently in 
order to address the issue. 

“It’s a quality of life issue,” 
Bagley said. “It’s not going to 
go away without dedicated 
time, effort and money.”

When it comes to commu-

nication, Bagley said she feels 
council needs to reassess the 
methods they use to share 
and listen to information. She 
acknowledged the difficulties 
of receiving feedback at coun-
cil meetings over Zoom but 
said that local leaders should 
expand their feedback meth-
ods so that more residents 
can question and comment on 
council decisions. 

In the short term, Bag-
ley said Alexandria needs to 
focus on flexible solutions 
to the impacts of COVID-19, 
particularly for the city’s lo-
cal businesses, even as it aims 
to expand housing options 
and address flooding issues.

“Local businesses are go-
ing to want and need a busi-
ness environment that allows 
for flexibility because this 
is a new situation and a new 
dynamic,” Bagley said. “And 
I think nobody is exactly sure 
what our lifestyles are going 
to look like, what our social 
choices are going to be as we 
emerge from the pandemic.”

Like many candidates 
in the lead up to the June 
8 Democratic primary, the 
pandemic has forced Bagley 

to reassess what campaign-
ing looks like. Her campaign 
has become a combination of 
phone banking, Zoom events, 
a monthly story time event 
for kids and socially distanced 
gatherings. Though, Bagley 
said she wishes she was able 
to knock on doors and talk to 
people in person. 

Part of the reason Bagley 
loves Alexandria is how en-
gaged its residents are. They 
care about the city, its history 
and want to be heard, she said. 

If elected to City Council, 
Bagley said she wants Alexan-
drians to feel like their voices 
are heard. Engaging in proac-
tive conversations and listen-
ing opportunities around the 
city whenever council is un-
dertaking major projects would 
be a major part of her time on 
council, according to Bagley.

“There’s so much that Al-
exandrians agree upon and 
so much that they share in 
their love for the city,” Bag-
ley said. “And yet I think we 
could do better to make those 
engaged citizens feel includ-
ed in how projects are chosen 
and decisions are made.”

-ahageman@alextimes.com

#TalkTheyHearYou PEP20-03-01-045

FIND NEW WAYS TO TALK  
AS SHE GETS OLDER.
Use everyday moments to have a 
conversation 
about alcohol and other drugs.
Explain why underage drinking and substance use are 
dangerous—not just because you say so, but because 
they can significantly impact your child’s happiness, health, 
and safety. For tips on how—and when—to begin the 
conversation, visit:      
www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov
Learn about local efforts to prevent youth 
substance use and abuse at 
PreventItAlexandria.org

This program is made possible through a grant funded by the Virginia Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Authority. 

Investing in 
Alexandria’s 
Clean Water Future
To help fund the largest infrastructure project in 
Alexandria’s history, AlexRenew is implementing a 
sewer rate adjustment over the next two years.
Learn more here: bit.ly/know-your-rates. A virtual hearing 
to receive public comments is scheduled for May 22, 2021.

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Print Ads-Alexandria Times -  5.5 x 2.5.pdf   1   4/19/21   12:49 PM

CANDIDATE PROFILE

I wanted to be sure that we 
would have women on the 

ballot, and I felt like this was an 
opportunity to serve a community 
that I have made my home.”

– Sarah Bagley,
executive director, Chisom Housing Group

BAGLEY FROM | 1
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Council approves police review board
Independent commu-
nity body will oversee 
policing in city
BY WILL SCHICK

City Council voted unan-
imously to pass a new ordi-
nance establishing a com-
munity police review board 
during Saturday’s public 
hearing. The ordinance will 
establish the city’s first 
board of this kind, which 
will consist of eight mem-
bers of the public who will 
be charged with the broad 
authority to investigate po-
lice misconduct. 

Specifically, the board 
will have the authority to 
investigate cases involving 
severe misconduct, use of 
force, any incidents resulting 
in death or incidents in which 
an officer uses a “striking 
implement,” taser or pepper 
spray.  The board can also is-
sue subpoenas and make dis-

ciplinary recommendations. 
The ordinance takes effect 
on July 1, 2021.

According to the ordi-
nance, the board will consist 
of seven voting members: at 
least three members of the 
public who come from “his-
torically, racially or socially 
marginalized communities,” 
as well as at least one mem-
ber representing a racial or 
social justice advocacy group. 
The board will also consist of, 
at  minimum, one non-voting 
member who has previous ex-
perience in law enforcement 
and has not been in service 
for at least three years. 

Except for the inaugural 
board, members will be ap-
pointed to serve for three-
year terms. According to the 
legislation, some members 
of the first board will serve 
for a period of 18 months to 
ensure staggered terms and 
continuity among members.

Councilor Mo Seifeldein, 
who has supported and shep-
herded the community police 
review board ordinance from 
its earliest stages last sum-
mer, said the establishment 
of such a body is key for the 
city’s residents and the po-
lice department itself.

For Seifeldein, the estab-
lishment of “a strong and in-
dependent civilian oversight 
board that evaluates matters 
related to police misconduct 
is fundamental to creating 
safe communities and effec-

tive policing,” he said in a 
statement.

The approved ordinance 
comes after months of pub-
lic debate within Alexandria 
over how the community 
can best address the need for 
greater transparency and ac-
countability within the city’s 
police force. Council initiated 
the conversation last summer 
amid protests and a broader 
national conversation on how 
best to reform policing in the 
aftermath of the killing of 
George Floyd and other Black 

Americans at the hands of po-
lice officers.

“The country is trauma-
tized almost daily with imag-
es of unjustified use of force 
at the hands of law enforce-
ment,” Seifeldein said in his 
statement. “This has been 
the tragic reality of Black and 
brown communities for years 
and has largely been ignored. 
We cannot afford to ignore 
these challenges any longer, 
because Black, indigenous 

The country is traumatized almost 
daily with images of unjustified 
use of force at the hands of law 

enforcement. This has been the tragic 
reality of Black and brown communities 
for years and has largely been ignored. 

–Mo Seifeldein, 
councilor

SEE REVIEW BOARD | 20

703 797 3800  |  HERMITAGENOVA.ORG  |  5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  |  ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311

LET’S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

LIVE  ON YOUR OWN TERMS
HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA, a tree-lined senior living 
community in the heart of Alexandria, provides our residents with the 
tools necessary to live life on your own terms. We connect residents, 
families, and loved ones through a person-centered approach to 
senior living, ensuring support and services are tailored to your 
individual needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic 
and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! Whether you 
live independently or require more assistance, Hermitage Northern 
Virginia is ready to help you enjoy a journey that you create.
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SIMPLY ELEGANT!

©2020 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Jeanne Warner
+1 703 980 9106  

jwarner@ttrsir.com  
Sited on a two and on half acre lot, this gorgeous property 
is one of the most beautiful homes in the Washington 
Metropolitan area. Perfect for grand entertaining as well as 
comfortable family living it is graced with nine foot ceilings, 
exquisite moldings and architectural detail as well as an 
expansive stone patio with a fireplace. Offering seasonal 
Potomac River views, glorious sun rises and serene vistas, 
this beautiful property is the ideal retreat only minutes from 
Historic Old Town Alexandria, the Potomac River, the Mount 
Vernon walking/biking Trail and Washington DC.

6319 Olmi Landrith Drive

 During Spring2ACTion, 
please give generously 
to the Child & Family 

Network! $3,995,000
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and people of color do indeed 
matter.”

While many members 
of the public who spoke at 
the hearing expressed satis-
faction with the city’s ordi-
nance, others said they were 
disappointed by what they 

perceived as the limited au-
thority that will be granted to 
the board. 

With the approved ordi-
nance, an independent au-
ditor will be hired to func-
tion on the board’s behalf 
when investigating cases. 
After conducting an inves-
tigation, the auditor will re-

port to the board with their 
findings. The board will hold 
a public hearing, at the end 
of which the board can dis-
miss the complaint, refer the 
complaint to the Common-
wealth’s Attorney or recom-
mend disciplinary action be 
taken by the chief of APD.

According to the draft 

ordinance, the board is per-
mitted to make a wide range 
of policy recommendations 
to APD as well. However, the 
ordinance does not require 
the department accept rec-
ommendations made by the 
board.

Emily Flores, a resident 
of Old Town who has lived 
in Alexandria for six years, 
said that limiting the board’s 
authority in this way is coun-
terintuitive.

“My personal opinion 
is that this draft ordinance 
needs an addition mandating 
that APD not only publicly 
explain their reasoning for 
declining the board’s recom-
mendations but demonstrate 
how it has implemented rec-
ommendations when it does 
agree,” Flores said.

Flores added that by ne-
glecting to give the board 
the authority to require that 
APD respond to its requests, 
the ordinance undermines 
the board’s overall influence.

“Without this addition, 
the board can be rendered 
toothless because APD could 
simply agree to board recom-
mendations with no expla-
nation or follow up investi-
gation to verify the actions 
taken actually fulfill the rec-
ommendation,” Flores said.

LaDonna Sanders, a native 
Alexandrian and member of 
Tenants and Workers United, 
said that she applauded the 
city’s efforts to establish this 
ordinance but believed there 
was still more to be done for 
it to be effective.

Sanders recommended 
broadening the scope of the 
board’s authority to encom-
pass oversight of the sheriff’s 

department as well as allow-
ing the board to be involved 
in hiring and promotion deci-
sions made by APD.

The current ordinance 
prevents the board from be-
ing involved in individual ad-
ministrative decisions over 
hiring, firing and promoting 
officers but allows for the 
board to make recommenda-
tions on overall policy.

Adrienne Buskard, a res-
ident of Old Town, said that 
she was satisfied with the 
new ordinance and expected 
that it would lead to a better 
relationship between resi-
dents and the city.

“Alexandria Police De-
partment appears to want to 
do its best to serve the com-
munity of Alexandria, and 
this goal should be facilitat-
ed if APD is able to get com-
ments and feedback directly 
from the community. And 
likewise, the community will 
be better able to understand 
the APD if they can directly 
learn of issues faced by po-
lice," Buskard said.

After the public comment 
period closed, Seifeldein mo-
tioned for a vote on the or-
dinance, seconded by Coun-
cilor Canek Aguirre with a 
friendly amendment to add 
language to the ordinance 
requiring that police provide 
periodic reports to the board 
about how they have imple-
mented board recommenda-
tions. Council unanimously 
passed the ordinance, 7-0.

“I hope that the progress 
we made today begins to re-
store our residents’ trust in 
law enforcement,” Seifeldein 
said in a statement.

-wshick@alextimes.com
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My personal opinion is that this 
draft ordinance needs an addition 

mandating that APD not only publicly 
explain their reasoning for declining 
the board’s recommendations but 
demonstrate how it has implemented 
recommendations when it does agree.”

– Emily Flores,
resident
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Examine your  
relationship with the 
things you own – and 
maybe don’t need
BY CATHY CANFIELD

Recently I was reading 
an article about how Amer-
icans are less happy than 
their counterparts in other 
countries and that it may be 
due to how much “stuff” we 
have. The writer posited that 
despite having more space, 
bigger cars, larger homes and 
more “stuff” than the typical 
person in say, Belgium, we feel 
less satisfied. Is our obsession 
with “stuff” stifling us?

This made me think 
about something we do ev-
ery year with the arrival 
of fair weather and April: 
spring cleaning. 

In a home with five in-
habitants, three of which 
are children, you bet we 
have a lot of stuff, includ-
ing toys. Toys upstairs, toys 
downstairs, even toys on 
the stairs. Toys from great 
aunt Linda, toys we bought 
to give the kids, thinking 
we had bought the “per-
fect gift.” Toys that 90% of 
the time are not touched, 
played with or even thought 
of. I guess that means we 
have too many toys.

Now you may be thinking, 
“My kids will not give up their 
toys. It would be a night-
mare.” I am not saying this 
is untrue or wrong to consid-
er. I am suggesting that our 
relationship with stuff, and 
sometimes even our associa-
tion with our children’s toys, 
are an often overlooked part 
of the equation.

We attach emotion and 

memories to some of these 
toys, even if they don’t al-
ways get used by our chil-
dren. They are special to us, 
but sometimes not special 
to our children. 

We think, “No way. Do 
you have any idea how much 
I paid for this?” or “I had to 
drive 40 miles to find a store 
that had this!” or “But it’s 
from her third Christmas.” 
All of these thoughts and 
feelings are normal because 
it’s more about the senti-
ment that we are not willing 
to let go of. But it all gets 
wrapped up in our stuff.

Take another look at 
this. Are you a clutterbug? 
Do you hang on to that old 
lawn mower even though 
you bought a nice new one 
last year because “you never 

know?” Are you reluctant to 
clean out that closet or draw-
er because of what you may 
find? I confess that I have 
forgotten I owned a dress or a 
pair of shoes until I did some 
cleaning of my own and found 
them deep in the closet.

So today I challenge you 
to look at your own relation-
ship with your “stuff” and 
how your children are mod-
eling it. Go a step further 
and take some time to clean 
out just one toy bin, keeping 
only what your child plays 
with or really treasures. If 
the toys are in good shape, 
a local family shelter would 
be happy to have them. Talk 
to your child about the good 
that can come from some 
spring cleaning: feeling 
lighter and doing something 

to help other children.
I always feel better af-

ter a decluttering session. 
Maybe it’s a sense of accom-
plishment. It’s real and tan-
gible – I can touch and feel 
the space. 

Perhaps it’s lessening my 
choices. If I only have one or 
two choices for dressy heels 
instead of five, decision fa-
tigue doesn’t consume my 
thoughts or cause me to 
second-guess my choice.

Sometimes we collect 
because it helps us feel safe, 
always prepared for any-
thing or accomplished. The 
feeling of having “stuff” can 
be powerful, especially if 
we didn’t have much grow-
ing up, love was expressed 
with gifts or we’re keeping 
things because it reminds 

us of a loved one. No judg-
ment here. Just take a quick 
peek and be curious with 
yourself. Our relationship 
with our stuff is a concrete 
mirror of some internal part 
of ourselves.

Who knows, it may just 
make space for a new begin-
ning.

The writer is director of 
Counseling of Alexandria, a 

small counseling practice that 
has served the Alexandria 

community since 2011.

Looking for love in all the wrong spaces
HEALTH &   WELLNESS&

FILE PHOTO
Getting rid of unworn clothes is a great start to decluttering the rest of your home.

CATHY 
CANFIELD
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With eligibility opening 
up, there are more ques-
tions than ever
BY DR. VIVEK SINHA

As the COVID-19 pan-
demic rages on, advances in 
mRNA vaccines have been a 
source of optimism and hope.  
Millions of people have been 
vaccinated and each day mass 
vaccination sites are adminis-
tering vaccines to thousands 
of people.  As a primary care 
physician, I have had many 
conversations with patients 
over the past few months 
about COVID-19 vaccines, 
and I often hear the same 
questions. Who should get 
them? Do they work? What 
are the side effects?  

These are important ques-
tions that deserve a full dis-
cussion and comprehensive 
answers. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, now that 

approximately half of Amer-
icans older than 18 years of 
age have had at least one 
COVID-19 vaccine, we are 
seeing many questions evolve 
about what the vaccines 
do and what things people 
should do next.  Let’s cover 
some of the more common 
questions that health care 
providers across the country 
are answering every day.

Do I need to wear a 
mask after being vacci-
nated?

To properly answer this 
question, we first have to dis-
cus what exactly we know the 
COVID-19 vaccine does. We 
know that people who have 
been fully vaccinated – if 
it has been two weeks after 
their completed course of vac-
cination – have a lower risk of 
catching COVID-19. We also 
know that they have a lower 
risk of having severe illness 

from COVID-19. The bottom 
line is that we do know that 
people who are fully vaccinat-
ed have a decreased chance of 
dying from COVID-19. 

What we do not fully know 
yet is if vaccinated people 
can still spread the virus. We 
know that asymptomatic ill-
ness can occur in many people 
and while they may not suffer 
outwardly from the effects of 
COVID-19, they can unknow-
ingly spread COVID-19 to 

3303 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA, 22314

All the required PPE & Coronavirus Protocol followed.
703-705-9779 | www.alexandriadental.us

*Cannot be combined with any other offer, discount or insurance

$99 New  
patient 
Special*

•Same day Appointments available
•Most PPO insurances accepted
•No insurance? We got you covered 
with our "My Smile" plan

$1000 
off 

Invisalign*

Free 
Emergency 

exam* 

Services include: Tooth colored fillings, crowns, 
bridges, smile makeovers, root canals, veneers, 

teeth whitening, Invisalign.

National Board Certified Health & Wellness Coach

Contact Calming Connection & Wellness 
to schedule an appointment.

heather@calmingconnectwell.com
www.calmingconnectwell.com
@calmingconnectionwellness

858.395.1001

Heather Jenkins

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Simply the tastiest Indian cuisine!

Did you know eating the 
right Indian foods has many 

health benefits?

HEALTH &   WELLNESS&

COVID-19 vaccine FAQs

DR. VIVEK SINHA
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people who may have serious 
consequences from the virus. 

At this point, we also do 
not know how long the vac-
cine provides protection from 
COVID-19. Therefore, even if 
a person is fully vaccinated, it 
is advised that they continue 
to wear a mask, especially if 
they are attending medium 
sized or larger gatherings or if 
they are visiting indoors with 
people at increased risk for 
severe disease. In the future, 
as our knowledge base widens 
on COVID-19, this guidance 
may change, but for now, this 
is the general recommenda-
tion.

However, now that we 
have seen the effectiveness 
of the vaccines, there is some 
good news. The CDC has re-
cently released some guide-
lines for activities that fully 
vaccinated people can safely 
do once they are two weeks 
out from their last shot. Vac-
cinated people can visit in a 
private setting, i.e. a home, 
with other vaccinated people 
without masks; travel within 
the country without a test or 
quarantining; and travel in-
ternationally without a test 
or quarantine, depending on 
their destination and that 
country’s requirements. 

Who should not get the 
COVID-19 vaccine?

There are very few absolute 
indications for not receiving 
the COVID-19 vaccine. The 
only reasons not to give some-
one the COVID-19 vaccine is 1) 
a severe allergic reaction after 
a previous dose or to a compo-
nent of the COVID-19 vaccine 
or 2) immediate allergic re-
action to a previous dose or a 
known allergy to a component 

of the vaccine.  
Both the Pfizer and Mod-

erna COVID-19 vaccines con-
tain polyethylene glycol, or 
PEG, a laxative that is used 
often to treat constipation 
and is available over the 
counter under various brand 
names, including Miralax.

I’ve had other vaccines 
recently. Can I still get 
the COVID-19 vaccine?

Oftentimes, vaccines are 
given as combination shots 
or multiple vaccines are giv-
en together. There are certain 
vaccines that may not work as 
well when they are given to-
gether or within a short time 
of one another. 

Vaccines are designed to 
stimulate one’s immune re-
sponse and build up antibod-
ies to protect against future 
illness. If a person is given 
these certain vaccines close 
together this process may 
be hindered and the person 
may not achieve the best im-
munity possible.  Therefore, 
it is recommended that the 
COVID-19 vaccines not be 
given within two weeks of 
receiving any other previous 
vaccination. 

I’ve had the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine. What 
does the recent “pause” 
in that vaccine adminis-
tration mean for me?

At the time of writing this 
article, the FDA and CDC 
have recommended pausing 
the administration of the 
COVID-19 Johnson & John-
son vaccine. This pause was 
advised on April 13 after it 
was determined that of the 
6.8 million doses given out of 
the J&J vaccines, six women 
between the ages of 18 and 
48 had suffered a specific 

type of blood clot six to 13 
days after the vaccination. 

While this specific type of 
blood clot is very rare and only 
a small amount of people had 
this side effect, this pause will 
allow scientists to study and 
review the data to decide if 
there should be any changes 
in who receives this vaccine.

This type of issue has not 
been seen with either the 
Pfizer or the Moderna vac-
cines.  For people who have 
received the J&J vaccine 
more than three weeks ago, 
the risk of developing a blood 
clot is very slim.  People who 
have received this vaccine 
within the last three weeks 
are advised to seek medical 
attention if they have any 
of the following symptoms: 
shortness of breath; pain or 
swelling in their legs; ab-
dominal or chest pain; severe 

headaches; fainting; seizures 
or blurred vision.  

While the number of in-
cidents of people who devel-
oped this side effect is ex-
tremely small, it is important 
to be diligent if one develops 
these symptoms after receiv-
ing the J&J vaccine.

I’ve already had 
COVID-19. Do I still 
need a vaccine?

We do know that once 
someone has become infected 
with a disease and they recov-
er, their body can potentially 
build protection in the form 
of antibodies against the dis-
ease. This is a type of immu-
nity. We do know that this 
type of immunity can occur 
with people who have had and 
recovered from COVID-19, 
but we do not yet know how 
long this immunity can last.  

We also know, from 
studying other disease pro-
cesses, that the level of im-
munity built from having a 
disease can vary from person 
to person. It is due to these 
reasons that the CDC is rec-
ommending that people who 
have had and recovered from 
COVID-19 still receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

One variable to consid-
er is that if someone had re-
ceived specific treatments for 
COVID-19 such as monoclo-
nal antibodies or convales-
cent plasma, they should wait 
three months prior to receiv-
ing the vaccine. This should 
be further discussed with 
one’s primary care provider. 

The writer is the chief medical 
officer of Belleview Medical 

Partners, an office and house 
call practice based in Old Town.

Call (703) 291-1911 for a No Cost Consultation 
atlantickneerestoration.com | 1800 N Beauregard St.

Suite 101, Alexandria, VA 33211

HEALTH &   WELLNESS&
VACCINE FROM | 22
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TOGETHER 
we can make Alexandria streets 
SAFE FOR ALL
Join us to advocate for pedestrian safety in our city
Donate through Spring2Action: www.ALXFFSS.org

GIVE THE GIFT OF EMPOWERMENT!
Donate now through April 28th and support 

underserved women in our community.
http://bit.ly/spring2actiontwb
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•bike maintenance  
services & DIY repairs

•refurbished bikes
•youth and community 

outreach programs
•classes •rides •events 

Support Alexandria’s 
Only Non-profit 

Community Bike Shop

our 11th year!

Please support us on Spring2ACTion Day!

Cat Rescue and Adoption

Tails High

SUPPORT
Tails High 

SCAN to DONATE 12am-11:59pm

DONATE on
April 28, 2021
Spring2ACTion

www.tailshigh.org
meow@tailshigh.org

703-819-5240

or visit

These nonprofits are making a  
big difference for Alexandria!

  Why    
   Give?

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 28, 2020

APRIL

2828

Here are some tips to 
get prepared for Alex-
andria's giving day
BY  BRANDI YEE

Hosted by ACT for Alex-
andria, Spring2ACTion is 
Alexandria’s biggest fund-
raising event. Since 2011, 
nearly 75,000 donors have 
given $13 million dollars 
to 160 nonprofits through 
Spring2ACTion, making it 
one of the most successful 
citywide giving days in the 
country. 

Last year, which was Sp-
ring2ACTion’s 10-year anni-
versary, 8,500 donors gave 
$2.45 million to 156 nonprof-
its serving Alexandria.

This year, Spring2AC-
Tion is on April 28, and 

we’re setting our sights on 
an even more ambitious 
goal. We aim to get 10,000 
donors to give more than 
$2.5 million to the 150 or-
ganizations helping to 
make Alexandria a strong, 
healthy and vibrant com-
munity for all. For more in-
formation, visit www.sprin 
g2action.org.

 
What is Spring2ACTion?

Spring2ACTion is a 24-
hour online giving event 
that inspires individuals 
to make a difference in the 
Alexandria community by 
connecting them to local 
causes they’re passionate 
about on an easy-to-use 
giving platform. As an on-
line community-wide event, 

Spring2ACTion provides an 
opportunity for Alexandri-
ans to come together, uplift 
one another and support 
the organizations that serve 
this community during the 
best of times – and the most 
challenging circumstances.

Spring2ACTion 101: Get ready 
to help your community

 BRANDI 
YEE

SEE S2A | 27
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Fills This Bag!
April 28, 2021

Your Support

Learn about the Grace Episcopal Church Food Pantry at gracealex.org

Dedicated to helping our Alexandria neighbors-in-need.

OUR  
FOOD PANTRY  
VOLUNTEERS  
HELP OVER  

300 FAMILIES  
PER WEEK!

To donate, visit the  
Grace Episcopal Church  

Alexandria Food Pantry site  
at spring2action.org

Volunteers are
- translators & 

interpreters
- tutors & 
mentors

- grocery 
delivers

- food & meal 
distributors

- drivers
- board 

members
- grant writers

- builders & 
landscapers
- and much 
much more

WWW.VOLUNTEERALEXANDRIA.ORG | SPRING2ACTION APRIL 14-28TH
WWW.SPRING2ACTION.ORG/ORGANIZATIONS/VOLUNTEER-ALEXANDRIA

Volunteer Alexandria mobilizes 
and connects people to causes 
and needs in our community!

In 2020, over 11,000 connections were made to a cause, 
helping individuals and families in need and impacted the 

most by this pandemic.

703-836-2176
123 N ALFRED ST., 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
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Better days are coming soon

A community of support and enrichment 
for our Alexandria neighbors ages 55+

www.spring2action/organizations/at-home-in-alexandria

703-231-0824 
www.athomeinalexandria.org

At Home in Alexandria joins our fellow 
nonprofits in thanking you for supporting the 

nonprofit community during this Spring2ACTion 
fundraising campaign. At Home in Alexandria 

celebrates ten years of helping to keep our older 
neighbors, safe, confident, informed and engaged.

“ To give without any reward, or any notice, has 
a special quality of its own.”

- Anne Morrow Lindbergh

As you can imagine, 
many nonprofits are con-
tinuing to see an increase 
in needs and challenges 
brought on by the pandem-
ic. Many organizations have 
had to pivot their programs 
from in person to online, re-
duce staff and face decreas-
es in funding. Spring2AC-
Tion has been a lifeline for 
organizations to continue 
their operations during the 
pandemic.  

 
Why should I give?

Spring2ACTion is a way 
to celebrate and support the 
nonprofits that make Alex-
andria a better place for ev-
eryone. Plus, your gift could 
be matched and help your fa-
vorite nonprofit win a prize.  
If you’re new to giving, this 
is a great opportunity to 
find a new organization to 
support.  Everyone can give, 
starting at a minimum do-
nation of $5. 

 
To whom should I give?

Your favorite nonprofit(s). 
Visit the Spring2ACTion site 
for a list of participating 
organizations. Don’t know 
where to give? Use the search 
function to see the city’s dif-
ferent nonprofits based on 
causes you care about. You 
can also support COVID-19 
relief in our community by 
selecting the Alexandria Re-
silience Fund.  

 
What is the impact of 
my gift?

Every dollar makes a dif-
ference; that’s the power of 
collective action.  Last year’s 
funds supported: an emer-
gency shelter; virtual and 

outdoor dance and move-
ment classes; groceries and 
meals for families; supplies 
for virtual afterschool pro-
gramming; financial assis-
tance for rent and utilities; 
refurbished computers and 
internet hot spots; COVID-19 
testing and much more.

 
Where should I give?

Donate online at www.
Spring2ACTion.org. You can 
give through your comput-
er, tablet or via your smart-
phone.

 
When should I give?

While the official day for 
this online giving extrava-
ganza is April 28, early giv-
ing is going on now.  It’s kind 
of like early voting, but you 
can give early and often.

 
How can I help?

In addition to giving on-
line to your favorite non-
profit(s) and learning about 
new ones, there are a few 
other ways to help the com-
munity during Spring2AC-
Tion.

Support Alexandria’s lo-
cal businesses by visiting 
Spring2ACTion’s events 
page to see fun promotions 
like a free donut from Eliz-
abeth’s Counter for do-
nors. Proceeds from sales 
at shops in the Old Town 
Boutique District and meals 
from HomeGrown Restau-
rant Group will go a long 
way toward helping as well. 
There are additional prize 
incentives from Penny Post, 
Red Barn Mercantile and 
more local businesses.

Follow @ACTforAlexan-
dria on Facebook, @ACTfor-

S2A FROM | 25

SEE S2A | 31
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This commemorative broadside is dedicated to the memory of Joseph McCoy, who 
was lynched at the corner of N. Lee and Cameron Streets, a block from city hall, on April 23, 1897.

Alexandria, Va., April 23 – An 
unarmed 18-year-old African Ameri-
can male accused of sexual assault 
was killed Friday while in police 
custody.

Joseph McCoy, 18, was accused, 
taken to the police station and within 
hours became the latest victim of 
white terror.

The dateline on this story is all that 
distinguishes it from a news story that 
could run in papers today. Nearly 125 
years after Alexandria native Joseph 
McCoy was lynched by violent rioters 
on the streets of Old Town, African 
Americans continue to have a very 
different experience with policing and 
the judicial system than white people 
do. 

On this day, in the early hours of 
Friday, April 23, 1897, McCoy was 
lynched less than a dozen blocks from 
his house by hundreds of white Alex-
andrians angry over rumors that he 
sexually assaulted at least one of his 
white employers’ preteen daughters. 

For African Americans living in 
post-reconstruction Alexandria, to be 
accused was to be convicted. True due 
process was rarely found, but the com-
munity usually held a trial before 
executing the accused. Young 
McCoy, the first person to be lynched 
in Alexandria, would not get the 
chance to step foot in the city’s court-
room. 

On Thursday night around 11 
p.m., a mob of white Alexandrians 
began rioting outside the police 
station on Fairfax Street where 

McCoy was being held. The rioters 
made two attempts to break into the 
police station. The police were able to 
ward off the initial insurrection. 
Mayor Luther Thompson was 
informed of the attack, but he didn’t 
call up the local militia. Thompson 
said he believed the police had the 
situation under control and he didn’t 
believe there would be a second 
attack, so he went back to bed.

After midnight, the mob grew to 
approximately 500 people. They 
broke through the station doors, forci-
bly took McCoy from his jail cell and 
dragged him across Fairfax Street. 
The violent rioters beat and injured 
the police officers who tried to stop 
them. The mob shot McCoy, bludg-
eoned him with an ax and hanged him 

from a lamppost on the southeast 
corner of Cameron and Lee Streets. 
Several police officers were injured 
during the raid. 

McCoy was accused and arrested 
based solely on the testimony of his 
employer of 16 years, Richard Lacy. 
The police did not serve the teen with 
a warrant and tricked McCoy into 
coming to the police station for his 
own protection. It had been reported 
by police that Lacy threatened to kill 
McCoy. 

When questioned by police, 
McCoy denied the crime before con-
fessing while still in police custody, 
according to a Governor’s inquest.

Law enforcement expected he 
would have been found guilty and 
executed by the state and advocated 
for the rule of law prior to the vigilante 
murder. 

While four white rioters were 
detained after the first attempt on the 
station house, the mayor chose to 
release them. Not a single white 
person was held accountable for this 
young man’s death. 

In the Alexandria Gazette that 
came out Friday evening, just hours 
after McCoy was murdered by his 
fellow community members, an edito-
rial states: “… few people familiar 
with the particulars of the wretch’s 
terrible offence, are at all desirous that 
those engaged in inflicting his well-de-
served punishment shall be called to 
account for it, certainly none in this 
city. When the negroes shall cease to 
commit such monstrous crimes, 

lynchings in the South will cease, but 
not before …”

This editorial was likely written by 
Mayor Thompson, who was a report-
er and editor at the Gazette. Accord-
ing to his testimony before a Gover-
nor’s inquest on the lynching, Thomp-
son said he wrote several of the pieces 
published that day. 

McCoy’s would be the first of two 
lynchings that happened in Old 
Town. His death is one of 11 that 
occurred in Northern Virginia and 100 
in the Commonwealth from the end of 
Reconstruction through 1968. 

Unfortunately, Alexandria’s story 
is similar to that of many communi-
ties. Guided by the work of the Equal 
Justice Initiative in Montgomery, 
Alabama, and the impact of their 
National Memorial for Peace and 
Justice, the Alexandria Community 
Remembrance Project began critical 
work in 2019 to acknowledge the 
city’s history of racial terror hate 
crimes. Today, the names of Alexan-
dria’s lynching victims are being 
added to the city's historical narrative. 

All are invited to join in the 
Remembrance of Joseph McCoy, a 
black teenage resident who was killed 
by a lynch mob at the corner of Lee 
and Cameron Streets in 1897. This 
weekend, learn more about Joseph 
McCoy on the Alexandriava.gov/His-
toric “In Memoriam” page, pay your 
respects at the lynching location and 
view the newly installed remembrance 
marker. City hall will be illuminated 
in purple, the color of mourning, 

throughout the weekend. It is our 
hope that this April 23, 2021 memori-
alization will provide belated account-
ability, reconciliation, honor and 
respect for Joseph McCoy.

ACRP hosts public programs and 
produces literature that explores, con-
textualizes and takes steps toward 
atonement for the racial injustices of 
Alexandria’s past. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. This Saturday at 1 
p.m., as part of the Remembrance, 
ACRP is sponsoring a free virtual 
lecture. Distinguished historian Susan 

Strasser, Ph.D will facilitate our 
understanding of lynching in the 
broader context of racial hate crimes. 
Strasser will offer two more social 
justice-themed lectures this spring.

To read the full account of April 
23, 1897, and to sign up for the 
monthly ACRP newsletter, please 
visit: Alexandriava.gov/Historic.

 
This piece was provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria. OHA thanks the 
Alexandria Times for their generous dona-
tion for this broadside.

 

Alexandria Police Station

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA

IMAGE/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
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 Union   Square
Union Square salutes the 

efforts our doctors, nurses 
and first responders 

fighting Covid-19.
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.

•
Elegant, spacious, 

19th c ballroom in the 
heart of Old Town-
the perfect place for 

a micro-wedding 
& socially distant 

entertaining!

Now accepting
 spring & summer 

bookings.

571-263-9805  |  bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online atVisit Alexandria Unique 
venues and on Wedding Wire.

UnionUnionSquareSquare •
Please support the 

Campagna Center and 
their long standing 

programs focused on 
children and families by 

giving generously.
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Giving Day Sponsors

City of Alexandria

Surviving  
Survivors Fund

Frantz Family Fund

Virginia Tech  
Innovation Campus

Patterson Group  
TTR | Sotheby’s  

International Realty

Seward Group  
TTR | Sotheby’s  

International Realty

Guaranteed Rate

Burke & Herbert Bank

ESP Tea & Coffee

Betsey R.  
Rosenbaum and  

Jon H. Rosenbaum Fund

Comcast

Eshom ‘n Wilhelm Fund

Giving Girls Fund

John Marshall Bank

KVS Title

Marks-Woods Construction 
Services

Madigan | Schuler

Sikich

Torpedo Factory  
Office Building

Verdence Capital Advisors

Annual Partners

Alexandria Living Magazine

Alexandria Restaurant Partners

ALX Community

Colonial Parking

McEnearney Associates

Reingold

Start giving today!  
Visit www.Spring2ACTion.org  
for a list of the  
150 participating organizations.

GIVE BACK TO THE 
COMMUNITY WE LOVE ON 
SPRING2ACTION – APRIL 28
Help us raise $2.5M for our local nonprofits 
on Alexandria’s Giving Day!

“ The best thing to do with the best things in life 
is to give them away.”

- Dorothy Day

Alex on Twitter or @actfor-
alexandria on Instagram for 
updates. 

 
Who else is giving?

The local business com-
munity is participating in 
a Business Fundraiser mini 
competition, rallying their 
employees, clients and cus-
tomers to give to organiza-
tions they love and discov-
er new ones. New this year 
will be a friendly competi-
tion between the Old Town 
Business Association and 
the Del Ray Business Asso-
ciation to see who can raise 

the most dollars and donors 
for Alexandria nonprofits.  
Many others will support 
Alexandria’s giving day by 
offering food promotions 
and donating a percentage 
of sales to local nonprofit 
organizations.  

Join us for Spring2ACTion 
on April 28 as we stand to-
gether in solidarity and give 
back generously to the com-
munity we love.

The writer is chief program 
officer at ACT for Alexandria. 

For more information, visit 
www.Spring2ACTion.org or 

contact Brandi Yee at brandi.
yee@actforalexandria.org.

Donate by causes
If you’re unsure which specific organization to give 

to, you can easily donate to a favorite cause instead. 
Your gift will be made through ACT for Alexandria 

to support the causes you care about.

www.spring2action.org

The causes are
Animals

Arts & Culture
Education

Health & Wellness
Homelessness & Housing

Poverty & Hunger
Seniors

Social Justice
Youth

And if you’re still unsure, donate to ACT for Alex-
andria directly and your contribution will help ensure 
Alexandria is a vibrant community for all.

S2A FROM | 27
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InspIrIng performances and 
fosterIng the next generatIon of

DONATE TO THE ASO 
Spring2Action.org/Organizations/ASO

P E R F O R M E R S  a n d

M U S I C - L O V E R S !

“

“

Remember that the happiest people are not 
those getting more, but those giving more.”

Kindness can 
transform someone’s 
dark moment with a 
blaze of light. You’ll 
never know how 
much your caring 
matters. Make 
a difference for 
another today.”

- H. Jackson Brown Jr.

- Amy Leigh Mercree

PHOTO/ VINEETA ANAND
Red Columbines just starting to bloom.
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Sue Goodhart  
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com
Allison Goodhart DuShuttle  

allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
(703) 362-3221

thegoodhartgroup.com
106 N. Lee Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Licensed VA | DC | MD

1512 Stonewall Rd.
5 beds, 3.5 baths, 

$2,095,000

7931 E. Boulevard Drive
6 beds, 6 baths, 

$32,900,000

402 W. Masonic View Ave.
5 beds, 3.5 baths, 

$1,349,850

Find your place in Alexandria

Please consider a contribution to The Campagna 
Center or The Fund for Alexandria’s Child when you 

give for Spring2ACTion this year

“ The meaning of life is to find your gift. The 
purpose of life is to give it away.”

- Pablo Picasso

On April 28, 2021, ACT will host Spring2ACTion, 
a 24-hour giving event encouraging charitable 
donations through our online giving platform, 
hosted by GiveGab. ACT will provide toolkits, 
training sessions, outreach support, mass 
media and extensive social media coverage to 
make it easy for all nonprofits to participate. 
Each participating organization will have an 
individualized web page to promote their cause. 
Individuals will be able to donate money to the 
nonprofit organizations of their choice on April 
28, 2021, and early giving has already begun. 
All donations are tax deductible and irrevocable. 
Donations will not be refunded. Donors will receive 
a receipt for their gift. The nonprofit will receive 
contact information for each donor, unless the 
donor elects to remain anonymous. Leaderboards 
will add a sense of competition and excitement 
during the build-up and event day. Additional cash 
grants will be awarded to the top winners in each 
leaderboard category for the day:

  Nonprofits that have the most donors will 
receive award prizes based on operational budget 
size broken down into three categories: small - $0-
$100K, medium - $100K-$500K and large - $500K+

  Free Agent Fundraisers that have the Most 
Donors - these prizes will be awarded to the 
organization designated by the Free Agent 
Fundraiser

In addition to leaderboard prizes, there will be 
additional prizes including power hours, ACTion 
Heroes and others - some will be awarded based 
on number of dollars and donors and others will be 
randomly drawn.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
A quick rundown
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www.heardnova.org • www.spring2action.org/organizations/heard

Heard brings creativity and life skills through 
art to people in need through our Alexandria, 
Arlington, and Falls Church program partners.
When you support Heard during Spring2ACTion, you support  
people in need, artists, and our program partners too.

Thank you Alexandria for your 
 support of local non-profits 
 on Spring2ACTion Day!

 Please donate to support services and 
programs for Alexandria’s aging residents

spring2action.org/organizations/senior-services-of-alexandria

Your support during
Spring2ACTion helps the fight
for clean water & a healthy
Potomac River

Search Potomac Conservancy  
at www.spring2action.org/

Right here in Alexandria, there are low-income 
residents working hard to recover from mental 
health conditions who have no one to turn to when 

they face emergency needs that 
could impact their recovery. They 
need community support. Let’s 
show them we care.

gvgb.co/friendsoftheAMHC
On April 28, Spring2ACTion, donate at:

Help us get our $7,000match from Mason Hirst Foundation!

On April 28: Show that our 
community cares about mental health

“ I have found that among its other benefits, 
giving liberates the soul of the giver.”

- Maya Angelou

BY  MARION BRUNKEN

Alexandria is a city full of 
nonprofit organizations that 
are working to address every-
thing from hunger to the en-
vironment. That also means 
that there is a real need for 
volunteers to get engaged in 
our community in order to 
tackle these issues. 

Here are five reasons why 
you should consider getting 
engaged and volunteering 
with our city’s nonprofits.

Our community is 
stronger when people 
are engaged

Volunteers are a powerful 
force for solving community 
problems and creating posi-
tive change. Everyone from 
parents with young children 
to teens and seniors can 
serve and volunteer. With so 
many ways to give back and 
make a difference, on-site, 
virtually or remotely, there 
is a volunteer opportunity to 
fit everyone’s schedule and 
interests. 

Our neighbors need help
The pandemic showed us 

how fast our lives can shift 
from stable to insecure. Job 
loss, combined with the high 

cost of living in Alexandria, 
left many families unable to 
pay for basic needs, includ-
ing food, rent or health care. 

Why should you volunteer?

MARION 
BRUNKEN

PHOTO/ VINEETA ANAND
Green peas.

SEE VOLUNTEER | 35
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APRIL 28, 2021
Support ALIVE! at Spring2Action!

Responding to the impact of COVID, ALIVE! is 
proud to have helped Alexandrians in the following 
ways over the past year:

•  Distributed more than 1.5 million pounds of food 
since the pandemic started (compared to a normal 
yearly average of 350,000 pounds of food),

•  Provided shelter, virtual learning, and childcare 
to ALIVE! House residents,

•  Supported 1,500 households with financial  
and rental assistance,

•  Launched with partners the Alexandria Eviction 
Prevention Partnership and responded to  
400+ calls in the first few weeks, and

•  Reopened our Housewares Program.  
Our Furniture Program will be re-opening soon.

Help us reach our goal of raising $80,000!

MEETING
GREATER

NEED

Please donate to ALIVE! at Spring2ACTion 2021.
www.spring2action.org/organizations/alive4alexandria 

@alive4alexandria  

@alive4alexVA

“ Those who are happiest are those who do the 
most for others.”

- Booker T. Washington

Volunteers are vital in se-
curing and distributing do-
nations, helping with legal 
matters, showing kindness 
and much more. 

Alexandria is home to 
more than 3,000 hun-
gry children

When our schools went 
virtual, volunteers mobilized 
to provide nutritious meals 
to students. Three times a 
week, from March to June, 
volunteers distributed lunch-
es. Throughout the year, vol-
unteers are vital for assisting 
in meal and food packaging, 
distribution and deliveries. 

Volunteering improves 
your physical and men-
tal health

Yes, volunteering is good 
for you. Research shows vol-
unteering offers many health 

benefits from lowering stress 
to boosting self-confidence. 
Volunteers live longer, have 
greater functional ability and 
experience lower rates of de-
pression later in life. Volun-
teering is also a great way to 
meet interesting new people, 
which can be a boon for your 
social health.

Nonprofit organiza-
tions in our community 
need volunteers

Whatever you care about 
— literacy, food insecurity, 
housing or the environment 
— there is a nonprofit or-
ganization working on that 
cause in Alexandria. Every 
nonprofit organization needs 
the generosity of volunteers 
to fulfill its mission and 
serve our community. We are 
better together! 

The writer is executive director 
of Volunteer Alexandria.

“It is every man’s 
obligation to put 

back into the 
world at least the 
equivalent of what 
he takes out of it.” 

- Albert Einstein

VOLUNTEER FROM | 34
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“ We make a living by what we get. We make a 
life by what we give.”

- Winston S. Churchill

ACT: Alexandria Resilience 
Fund

ACT for Alexandria 
Alexandria Celebrates 

Women
Alexandria Choral Society
Alexandria Citizens Band
Alexandria Crew Boosters, Inc.
Alexandria Families for Safe 

Streets
Alexandria Film Festival
Alexandria Harmonizers
Alexandria Housing 

Development Corporation
Alexandria Jaycees 

Foundation
Alexandria Kinderchoir
Alexandria Library 

Foundation 
Alexandria Police 

Foundation 
Alexandria Police Youth Camp
Alexandria Seaport 

Foundation
Alexandria Singers
Alexandria Soccer 

Association
Alexandria Symphony 

Orchestra
Alexandria Titans Youth 

Football
Alexandria Tutoring 

Consortium
ALIVE!
American Red Cross - 

Alexandria 
Animal Welfare League of 

Alexandria
Arcadia Food, Inc.
Art League
Art on the Avenue
Arts on the Horizon
At Home in Alexandria
Athenaeum | Northern 

Virginia Fine Arts 

Association
Baroody Project
Beverley Hills Church 

Preschool
Boys and Girls Clubs of 

Greater Washington
Brave Spirits Theatre
Capital Caring Health
Capital Youth Empowerment 

Program
Caring Hearts Rescue
Carpenter's Shelter
Casa Chirilagua
Catholic Charities Diocese 

of Arlington
Center for Alexandria's 

Children
Charles Barrett Elementary 

School Parent Teacher 
Association

Choreographers 
Collaboration Project

Christ Church Lazarus 
Ministries

City of Alexandria Young Life
Communities in Schools of 

NOVA (CIS NOVA)
Community Lodgings Inc
Computer CORE
Convergence
Cora Kelly Elementary 

School PTA
Del Ray Artisans
Del Ray Farmers Market
Douglas MacArthur PTA
Dream Project Inc.
Educational Opportunities 

for Alexandrians (EOA)
Ethiopian Community 

Development Council, Inc
Ewald Parkour Park Project
FC Hammond Middle School 

PTA

Donate by Organization

SEE ORGANIZATIONS | 37
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Donate Now Through

April 28

Emergency Bed FundThe Fund for Alexandria’s Child

The Fund for Alexandria’s Child’s (The Fund) mission is to enhance
the lives of foster and at-risk youth in our community.

The Fund tackles that mission in a variety of ways each year by
providing enrichment and basic needs to more than 100 foster children

and hundreds of youth at risk of being placed in foster care.

Every child deserves a safe place to sleep.
Help give a child a place to dream by
donating to the Emergency Bed Fund.

Donate to The Fund for Alexandria’s Child at the Spring2ACTion website:

www.spring2action.org/organizations/the-fund-for-alexandria-s-child

Department of Community
and Human Services

“ I think people forget that it doesn't take a big donation 
to help someone, just a lot of little donations.”

- Hannah Teter

“No one has ever 
become poor by 

giving.” 
- Anne Frank

Ferdinand T. Day Elementary 
School PTA

First Night Alexandria
FOTO Friends of the George 

Washington Middle School 
Orchestra

Four Mile Run Conservatory 
Foundation

Friendship Veterans Fire 
Engine Association

Friends of Guest House
Friends of ROAM
Friends of Rocky Versace
Friends of the Alexandria 

Mental Health Center
Friends of the T.C. Williams 

Orchestra
George Mason Elementary 

PTA
Grace Episcopal Church 

Alexandria Food Pantry
Greater Alexandria Young 

Life
Habitat for Humanity of 

Northern Virginia
Heard
Hearts of Empowerment
Higher Achievement
Historic Alexandria 

Museums
Homeward Trails Animal 

Rescue Inc.

Hopkins House
Hunger Free Alexandria
Inova Community Health 

Partners
InspireLit 
James K. Polk Elementary 

School PTA
Jane Franklin Dance
Jefferson-Houston PTA
Just Neighbors
Kathy Wilson Foundation
Kelley Cares Foundation
Kids Soccer Fund
King Street Cats
Kiwanis Club of Alexandria
Lee-Fendall House Museum 

& Garden
Liberty's Promise
Literacy Council of Northern 

Virginia
Local Motion Project
Maury Elementary School 

PTA
Metropolitan School of the 

Arts
MetroStage
Mother of Light Center
Mount Vernon at Home
Mount Vernon Community 

School PTA
National Breast Center 

Foundation

SEE ORGANIZATIONS | 38
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C OV I D - 1 9  VA C C I N AT I O N S

We were honored to host President 
Biden at our vaccine clinic that we 
run in partnership with Virginia 
Theological Seminary. At 7 sites, 
we are vaccinating thousands of 
people who face barriers to access. 
More than 100 churches, non-
profits and agencies refer people 
for vaccines.

P R E N ATA L  C A R E

Your Spring2ACTion donation 
supports care for Alexandria’s 
uninsured pregnant women. 60% 
of prenatal patients are uninsured; 
almost all are low-income. 

During Spring2ACTion, your 
generous contribution will be 
matched. Make a donation to 
Neighborhood Health at the 
Spring2ACTion website anytime 
between now and April 28th. 
spring2action.org/organizations/
neighborhood-health

Thank you for your support!

Neighborhood Health is  
working hard to end the pandemic  
and to provide essential health care  
for those who need it most. 

Our focus is always on equity. 

“ If the money we donate helps one child or can ease 
the pain of one parent, those funds are well spent.”

- Carl Karcher

National Council For 
Adoption

Neighborhood Health
New Hope Housing
Northern Virginia Family 

Service
Nueva Vida (New Life)
OAR of Arlington, Alexandria, 

and Falls Church, VA
Operation Paws for Homes
Optimist Club of Alexandria 

Foundation Inc
Partnership for a Healthier 

Alexandria
Phoenix Bikes
PK Move Inc.
Potomac Conservancy
Potomac Crescent Waldorf 

School
Project Discovery of 

Alexandria
Project ID & Spread The Vote
Project Second Chance Inc
PTA Council of Alexandra 

(PTAC)
QuinTango inc
Rebuilding Together DC • 

Alexandria
RunningBrooke
Safer Country
Saint Rita Catholic School
SCYC
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria
Senior Services of 

Alexandria
SHE-Solutions, Inc.
Society of St. Vincent 

dePaul, St. Mary Chapter
Space of Her Own, Inc. (SOHO)
Stop Child Abuse Now of 

Northern Virginia
St. Paul's Episcopal Church
T. C. Williams Cross Country 

/ Track & Field  Booster 
Club

T.C. Williams Baseball 
Boosters, Inc

T.C. Williams HS Ice Hockey 
Booster Club

Tails High Inc
Tall Ship Providence 

Foundation
TC Williams High School 

Band Boosters
TC Williams PTSA Titans 

Care! COVID Relief Fund
Ten Thousand Villages of 

Alexandria
Tenants and Workers United 

- Inquilinos Y Trabajadores 
Unidos

The Ballyshaner, Inc
The Campagna Center
The Child & Family Network 

Centers
The Fund for Alexandria's 

Child
The Men’s Home
The Spitfire Club
Titan Robotics (T.C. Williams 

H.S.) FRC 5587
Together We Bake
United Community (Formerly 

United Community 
Ministries)

UpCycle Creative Reuse 
Center

Urban Alliance
Velocity Bicycle Cooperative
Voices for Virginia's Children
Vola Lawson Breast Cancer 

Fund
Volunteer Alexandria
Washington Metropolitan 

Philharmonic Association 
(WMPA)

Washington Street UMC 
Preschool

Wesley Housing 
Development Corporation 
of Northern Virginia

Wildlife Rescue League
William Ramsay PTA
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Consider the journey, 
not destination when 
learning to foster growth
BY KIM DAVIS

Taking a stroll down the 
streets of Alexandria this 
time of year is a true delight.  
We are graced with gardens 
filled with fresh-faced daf-
fodils of many hues, beds 
of multicolored tulip lolli-
pops, clouds of white native 
Virginia dogwoods, pops of 
bright magenta redbuds and, 
of course, the region’s cot-
ton-candy cherry blossoms.  

When my husband and I 
moved into our home in Jef-
ferson Park in 1987, the yard 
was sparsely planted, despite 
having been constructed in 
1926.  Throughout the years, 
we have learned a lot through 
trial and error. It wasn’t un-
til I joined the local Hunting 
Creek Garden Club that we 
began to grow our knowledge 
of horticulture in lieu of our 
omnipotent weeds.

Growing and maintaining 
a robust garden is a journey, 
not a destination. Thank-
fully, there are a number of 
basic gardening tips that will 
prove helpful to any budding 
gardener.

First, begin with a bit of 
research about your garden 
space. Watch for patterns of 
sunlight around your proper-
ty to evaluate where you get 
the most sun versus shade. It 
is even helpful to keep an eye 
on the number of hours of 

sunlight your garden receives.  
This will assist you in better 
evaluating the right plant for 
your growing conditions.  If 
you put a shade-loving plant 
in full sun, it will burn, wilt 
and fail to thrive. Alternative-
ly, plants that love full sun will 
not produce their beautiful 
blooms if placed in shade. 

Also, discern whether your 
beds are north, south, east or 
west facing.  This will help you 
gauge the strength of sunlight 
and shade. For example, sun-
light from the east is soft and 
great for mycrophylla hydran-
geas, but others may find the 
strong western sun a good fit. 
I have a shade garden that is 
filled with hostas of many va-
rieties, azaleas, pieris japonica 
and fall-blooming camellias, 
so do not be dismayed if you 
don’t have much sun.

Unsure of which plants 
will flourish in Northern Vir-
ginia? Make note, we are in 
Zone 7b of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s chart 
of plant hardiness zones. 
Plants that thrive in other 

TimesLivinq

CALENDAR
February and March events
Find out how Earth Day and Health Day go hand in hand, see a play, visit an 
urban market and more. | Page 46

HOMES 

KIM DAVIS

Inch by inch, 
row by row: Tips 
for a successful garden

COURTESY PHOTO
Discern which direction your garden beds face in order to gauge the strength of sunlight and shade.

WOMEN'S HISTORY
Alexandria Celebrates Women
Learn about the contributions local women have made throughout 
history. | Page 44

SEE GARDEN | 40
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zones are not likely to be full 
producers in our gardens, 
but with global warming the 
lines are now blurring a bit.

Creating beds with rich soil 
nutrients are essential to en-
sure that plants will flourish. 
If you do not have established 
beds, you are likely to encoun-
ter the hard clay common to 
our area. Dig a hole twice the 
size of the plant, discarding 
heavy clay clumps and fill it 
with soil amendments. Most 
garden beds will thrive with 

a combination of topsoil, pot-
ting soil and compost. Flow-
ering annuals should be fed 
all-purpose plant food, such 
as a 5-10-5 or 10-10-10 formu-
las found at all garden centers. 

Water is the lifeblood of the 
garden, especially during hot 
summer days. So, be prepared 
to spend some time in the early 
morning providing the mois-
ture your plants need to sur-
vive the day.  In-ground sprin-
kler systems, rotary sprinklers 
or old-fashioned watering cans 
all work well. Make sure they 
get a good soaking.

For curb appeal, anchor 
plants around the foundation 
of your home. Evergreens pro-
vide a rich green contrast and 
structure year-round. The op-
tions are limitless, but exam-
ples might include new hybrid 

boxwoods not prone to blight 
and a wide variety of holly 
shrubs. These provide a back-
drop for a layered look with 
flowering perennials – plants 
that survive year-round – in-
cluding the many cultivars of 
hydrangeas, phlox, rudebeck-
ia or annuals – which only 
survive the blooming season – 
including pansies, zinnias and 
begonias.

For those with small gar-
den spaces, all the above ap-
plies, and garden containers 
are a great solution. Utilizing 
interestingly shaped pots in 
groups of three offers the op-
portunity for a perennial sur-
rounded with annuals for no 
fuss beauty. Or try growing 
an herb or vegetable garden to 
add fresh ingredients to your 
recipes. I guarantee you will 
never go back to bottled herbs.

If you didn’t have a chance 
to visit the Garden Club of Vir-
ginia’s Historic Garden Week 
in Old Town this year, I heart-
ily recommend you reserve 
a place on your calendar for 
next year.  It is held the third 
Saturday of April and provides 
inspiration and great insights 
into some beautiful gardens.

The writer is a member of 
the Hunting Creek Garden 
Club and formerly served 

as both president and vice 
president of the club.

Give it 
a Shot!

#VaxALX

Protect Yourself &  
Your Community.
The Alexandria Times 
encourages all residents 
to get the COVID-19 
vaccine when available.

HOMES 

COURTESY PHOTO
Understanding the right amount of sun, water and care different 
plants need to receive is key for growing a robust garden.

COURTESY PHOTO
If you have a small garden space, make use of garden containers, 
such as different shaped pots.
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Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning
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Old and Historic Alexandria

Parker-Gray

Historic Districts

Learn the ins and outs of 
what it takes to protect 
Alexandria’s history
BY DANNY SMITH

Stewards of historic 
properties often have ques-
tions about navigating the 
various protections appli-
cable to their properties.  
Protections may apply to 
historic properties based on 
the location of the property 
and deed restrictions that 
may have been placed on 
the property. In Alexandria, 
the primary protections for 
historic residences are pro-
vided by the city ordinance 
on historic preservation 
and historic preservation 
easements.

Article X of the City Zon-
ing Ordinance, Historic Dis-
tricts and Buildings, covers 
properties within the Old 
and Historic Alexandria Dis-
trict, established in 1946, 
and the Parker-Gray Historic 
District, established in 1984, 
as well as buildings listed 
on the 100-year-old build-
ing list. The boundaries of 
the two districts are shown 
in the accompanying illus-
tration. A map showing the 
boundaries in more detail is 
available on the Alexandria 
website at www.alexandria-
va.gov/uploadedFiles/gis/in 
fo/2016HistoricDistricts.pdf.  

The provisions of Article 
X are implemented by the 
Historic Preservation Divi-
sion within the Department 
of Planning and Zoning and 
by the city Board of Archi-
tectural Review.  Staff sup-
port for the BAR is provided 
by the Historic Preservation 
Division. 

In many cases, determi-
nation of compliance with 

the ordinance is straight-
forward and can be handled 
administratively by city 
staff as provided in BAR 
policies.  The more complex 
issues requiring interpre-
tation of the ordinance or 
expert judgement are re-
ferred to the BAR. There are 
separate sets of guidance 
that apply to the two his-
toric districts, and the BAR 
applies them depending on 
the district within which 
the property is located.

Issues brought before 
the BAR include requests 
for demolition, enclosure, 
changes including addi-
tions and new construction. 
These issues may be gener-
ated either at the request of 
the property owners to make 
changes to their property 
or when staff or the public 
identify possible violations 
of the ordinance.  Exten-
sive information on recom-
mended and discouraged ap-
proaches to design changes 
for properties in the historic 
districts are provided in pol-
icies and guidelines devel-
oped by the city on topics 
including roofing, windows, 
siding, and trim. The Histor-
ic Preservation Division pro-
vides excellent assistance in 
developing compliant appli-
cations for Certificates of 

Preserving  
Alexandria’s  
historic residences

SEE REAL TALK | 42

Call Kitchen Design Expert Rory Call Kitchen Design Expert Rory 
Callaghan at 301-537-3515 or email Callaghan at 301-537-3515 or email 

roryc@mandmappliance.comroryc@mandmappliance.com

817 S. WASHINGTON ST. | ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314
(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please give generously to Spring2ACTion!

& CABINETS
& CABINETS

A new kitchen 
makes life more 

enjoyable

maidservicesinc.com

Cell and Text:  
703 629-9977

 Office:
703-560-6243

Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.

• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Bruce Elton
Owner

REAL 
TALK

DANNY SMITH

COURTESY IMAGE
A map of 
the historic 
districts in 
Alexandria.
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Appropriateness and should 
be consulted early on in the 
design process.

In general, additions and 
new construction visible 
from a public way require 
an approved certificate of 
appropriateness. Although 
paint color is not regulated, 
the painting of previously 
unpainted masonry sur-
faces is prohibited. Storm 
windows and storm doors 
are generally allowed on 
properties in the histor-
ic districts. If a request for 
change by a property owner 
is approved, then a certifi-
cate of appropriateness is 
issued. Typically, separate 
building permits are also 
required.

Buildings outside the 
historic districts may be 
protected if they are includ-
ed in the approved list of 
buildings over 100 years old. 

Candidates for the list are 
submitted to the Planning 
Commission, and nomina-
tions that are approved re-
sult in a recommendation to 
City Council. If City Coun-
cil agrees, the property is 
added to the list via a coun-
cil-approved ordinance. The 
procedures and protections 
applicable to buildings on 
the list are quite similar to 
those for buildings in the 
historic districts.  Buildings 
on the 100-year-old list and 
properties within the his-
toric districts must obtain a 
permit from the BAR before 
being moved, removed, cap-
sulated or demolished.

Another source of pro-
tections for historic prop-
erties is easements. Owners 
of properties may grant a 
protective easement to an 
authorized organization or 
governmental entity. These 

REAL TALK FROM | 41

Please give generously on 
Spring2ACTion Day, 

April 28, 2021 
Support your local non-profits!  

Will your home need some 
exterior TLC this year? 

Let us put our 
34 years of experience 

to work for you!  

We are booking summer 
work now. 

Call us today to schedule 
your free estimate! 

techpainting.com  

703-684-7702 

HHOOMMEEOOWWNNEERRSS!!  

Since 1987 

REAL TALK

COURTESY PHOTO
Fire marks are typically cast metal medallions found on the facade of 
older houses and buildings in the city.

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

June 3
Kids

May 27
Homes

May 20
Weddings

SEE REAL TALK | 43
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easements are encumbranc-
es on the deed for the prop-
erty so they survive chang-
es in ownership and ensure 
protection in perpetuity. A 
typical historic easement 
might specify that the exte-
rior or interior of a property 
may not be altered without 
the explicit approval of the 
holder of the easement. Im-
portantly, easements may 
also protect the open space 
on the property.

There may be tax bene-
fits associated with historic 
easements. Granting of an 
easement may entitle the 
owner to federal and state 
tax credits. Also, many juris-
dictions, including Alexan-
dria, grant reductions in as-
sessed value for tax purposes 

thus reducing local property 
tax in perpetuity.

Entities that hold historic 
easements for properties in 
Alexandria include the Alex-
andria Historical Restoration 
and Preservation Commis-
sion, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Historic Resources, 
the L’Enfant Trust and the 
Historic Alexandria Foun-
dation. The HAF encourag-
es the use of easements and 
provides helpful information 
to homeowners interested in 
granting historic preserva-
tion easements.

Many homes in Alexan-
dria exhibit early building 
survey plaques. This des-
ignation program was ini-
tiated in the 1960s by the 
HAF when urban renewal 
was threatening much of 
the historic fabric of Alex-

andria.  Applications for 
designation are accepted 
by HAF for buildings that 
are at least 100 years old 
and for which the portions 
of the building visible from 
a public way are consistent 
with the period in which the 
building was constructed. 
Buildings must continue to 
meet HAF standards to re-
tain this status.

The early buildings’ 
survey plaques are not to 
be confused with the fire 
marks – typically cast metal 
medallions – on the façade 
of many older residences. 
Fire marks were original-
ly installed in the 18th and 
19th centuries to identi-
fy the insurance company 
to which the owner of the 
property subscribed.  

Some of the present me-

dallions are simply decora-
tive fixtures that were added 
after municipal fire protec-
tion companies were estab-
lished. However, some are 
legitimate historic artifacts.  

For example, the fire 
mark at 401 S. Lee St. is 
thought to have been in-
stalled over 200 years ago. 
The spread-winged eagle 
rising from a cloud signifies 
that the home was protected 
by the Insurance Company 
of North America, head-
quartered in Philadelphia 
and founded in 1792.

Alexandria was estab-
lished by authority of the 
House of Burgesses for the 
Virginia Colony in 1749. None 
other than the Commander 
in Chief of the Continental 
Army and President of the 
United States George Wash-

ington prepared a diagram 
of the new city recording the 
price paid and the purchaser 
of each lot.  

During the urban renewal 
period, some of Alexandria’s 
early buildings were lost to 
decay or demolition, so in-
tense effort must be contin-
ually exerted to preserve the 
remaining historic fabric of 
Washington’s hometown. 
Millions of visitors and res-
idents have reveled in our 
historic ambiance. May many 
more enjoy the same experi-
ence far into the future.

The writer is a realtor 
with TTR Sotheby's 

International Realty, a 
registered professional 

engineer and co-chair of 
the Historic Alexandria 
Resources Commission.

With four bedrooms and 
three-and-a-half bathrooms, 
this Quaker Hill residence 
has it all. 

Highlights include a 
bright, open eat-in kitchen 
with white cabinets, gran-
ite counters and stainless 
steel appliances; large din-
ing room with wood-burn-
ing fireplace and built-ins; 
formal living room; family 
room; private office/study 
and renovated powder room 
all on the main level. 

Find the owner's suite 
with a spa-inspired bath and 
walk-in closet with laundry, 
two bedrooms and renovated 
full bath on the upper level. 

The lower level is home to 
a large recreation room per-
fect for game night or a play-

room, a fourth bedroom, full 
bath and large storage room 
with an additional laundry 
area. The front porch, yard 
and back decks make for 
great entertaining spaces.

The home also features 
a detached two-car garage 
along with community 
amenities, including access 
to a clubhouse and pool, 
pond, trails and tot lot. Sit-

uated just minutes from Old 
Town, shopping, restau-
rants and easy commuting 
routes, the location is also 
well-suited for local and re-
gional adventuring.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Roomy residence in Quaker Hill

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Address: 1106 

Dartmouth Road

Neighborhood: Quaker Hill

Price: $1,090,000

Square feet: 3,622

Bedrooms: 4

Baths: 3.5

Year built: 1990

Contact information:  

Dayna Blumel & Kerry Adams

(D) 703.597.2252 | 

(K) 703.587.7841

blumeladamsgroup@

compass.com

BlumelAdams.com

Compass, 1004 King Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314

AT A GLANCE

Does your home's exterior need some post-winter TLC?
Want to get on our schedule? Call us today for a FREE estimate. 

703-684-7702 | techpainting.com
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PHOTO/JAREN DREW HORSLEY, LINEN AND LENS
Left: This Quaker Hill home features a front porch, yard and back decks, all designed for entertaining.
Right: The kitchen has white cabinets, granite counters and stainless steel appliances.

REAL TALK
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Celebrate Women 
Awards recognize 
COVID-19 workers and 
volunteers
BY GAYLE CONVERSE  

AND PAT MILLER

Alexandria women have 
played a prominent role in 
helping the city survive a 
history of contagious dis-
ease outbreaks.  Here is a 
sample of extraordinary 
times during which the ex-
traordinary women of Al-
exandria made a name for 
themselves.

Yellow fever 
While a great number 

of Alexandrians moved 
away from the waterfront 
in search of healthier sur-
roundings during the yel-
low fever pandemic of 1800, 
many mothers, daughters, 

wives and sisters stayed be-
hind to care for their fami-
lies and neighbor. 

Aware that the illness 
had killed more than 6,000 
residents in cities like Bal-
timore, Boston, New York 
and Philadelphia, Virgin-
ia Governor James Monroe 
mandated a quarantine for 
the Commonwealth’s port 
cities. Monroe feared the 
disease could literally be 
shipped up the Potomac to 
the thriving anchorage of 
Alexandria from entry ports 
like Norfolk.

Typhoid fever 
Almost a century lat-

er, when a sailor arrived at 
Alexandria’s port with ty-
phoid fever, fears of a po-
tential epidemic prompted 
Julia Johns and an all-fe-
male board of trustees to 

establish the Alexandria In-
firmary in 1872 at the cor-
ner of Duke and South Fair-
fax streets.  The Infirmary 
later became the Alexandria 
Hospital. Following several 
location changes, it is today 
part of the INOVA Health 
System.

1918 influenza pan-
demic

Alexandrian Dr. Kate 
Waller Barrett opened her 
home to returning World 
War I troops suffering not 
only the wounds of war but 
also from the 1918 influen-
za pandemic.  

COVID-19 pandemic
Alexandria’s women are 

honoring the tradition of 
our city’s past heroines by 
serving on the front lines of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

To honor the brave wom-
en of today, during a March 
29 awards program five lo-
cal women were chosen to 
receive the Celebrate Wom-
en Award. The virtual event 
benefited the Alexandria 
Domestic Violence Safe 
House – a temporary resi-
dence for women and their 
families – many of whom 

have lost their jobs during 
the pandemic.

Below are the Alexandria 
Celebrates Women 2021 
award winners.

Patricia Amaya 
As custodial supervisor 

of the Alexandria Library, 

Extraordinary women in extraordinary times

Alexandria 
 Celebrates Women
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caption
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“During the Yellow Fever pandemic 
of 1800, while a great number 
of Alexandrians moved away 
from the waterfront in search of 
healthier surroundings, many 
mothers, daughters, wives and 
sisters stayed behind to care for 
their families and neighbors. ”
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Patricia Amaya’s job has 
become more complicat-
ed over the past year – re-
quiring rigorous cleaning of 
library branches in accor-
dance with Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion guidance.

When the library first 
closed to the public, Amaya 
took in donations of fab-
ric, purchased additional 
supplies and volunteered 
to coordinate the library’s 
mask-making initiative. 
The results have been 
washable face masks that 
have been dispersed among 
library staff and to Volun-
teer Alexandria. 

Offering her language 
and customer service skills 
at the city’s point of dis-
tribution sites, Amaya has 
also assisted community 
members seeking COVID-19 
testing and those waiting to 
make vaccine appointments.

Gaynelle Bowden Diaz 
Since the beginning of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Gaynelle Bowden Diaz, di-
rector of resident and com-
munity services for the Al-
exandria Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority, has 
worked to guarantee ARHA 

residents receive updated 
COVID-19 testing and vac-
cination information.

In addition to assisting 
with vaccine registration 
and appointments, Diaz en-
sures residents have access 
to masks as well as cleaning 
products, toiletries, hand 
sanitizer and food.  She 
works with donating organi-
zations to refer residents for 
groceries and other items.  

Anne Gaddy 
Anne Gaddy leads the 

Alexandria Health Depart-
ment’s incident command 
structure.  Anne’s oversight 
of all AHD COVID-19 re-
sponse activities – includ-
ing the department’s vac-
cine team — has resulted in 
tens of thousands of vacci-
nations so far. 

She manages vaccine in-
ventory and has developed 
critical systems to plan and 
organize the clinic events, 
working 12 to 16-hour days, 
seven days a week. 

Gaddy has developed 
procedures and managed 
teams to handle all details, 
ensuring that residents 
have the safest and best ex-
perience possible in a time 
of unprecedented fear and 
concern. With the recent 
retirement of former AHD 

Director Stephen Haering, 
Gaddy will now serve as the 
acting director of the entire 
department.

Gee-Hyun McNease 
While welcoming Ko-

rean War veterans’ Honor 
Flights, collecting personal 
protective equipment and 
gathering COVID-19 sup-
plies for local police depart-
ments, Gee-Hyun McNease 
has contributed her time to 
organizations operating in 
and around Alexandria. 

Employed at the Defense 
Logistics Agency during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Mc-
Nease submitted her name 
for deployment to support 
military forces operating in 
the U.S. Central Command 
Area of Responsibility. As 
part of a team that serves as 
the nation’s combat logis-
tics support, McNease was 
responsible for managing 
the global supply chain for 
U.S. troops and coordinat-
ing COVID-19 vaccines for 
all soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
marines, and Department of 
Defense civilians operating 
in the Middle East. 

Cicely Woodrow 
In addition to her work 

as chief fiscal officer for the 
Alexandria Sheriff’s Office, 

Cicely Woodrow volunteers 
for numerous nonprofits.

As the COVID-19 pan-
demic took hold, she be-
gan collecting donations of 
housewares and performing 
contactless food deliveries 
for the Lazarus House. In 
January, as soon as the call 
was issued for volunteers to 
help administer the vaccine, 
Woodrow was there to help.

Woodrow’s efforts 
during the pandemic in-
clude recognizing and 
thanking those working at 
the William Truesdale De-
tention Center, where dep-
uties, health care workers, 
food service personnel and 
civilians perform essential 
work 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year.

During present and past 
public health emergen-
cies, Alexandria’s women 
have displayed courage, 
strength, determination 
and compassion – they are 
indeed extraordinary wom-
en in extraordinary times.

The writers are founders 
of Alexandria Celebrates 
Women, a nonprofit that 

is highlighting influential 
women throughout the city’s 

history. Contact them at 
AlexandriaCelebrates
Women@gmail.com.

Alexandria 
 Celebrates Women

When women and their 
families are able to leave 
the Alexandria Domestic 
Violence Safe House, there 
is a need for housewares – 
silverware, pots and pans, 
dishes. You can help here: 
www.target.com/gift-registry/
gift/effb54910b8145f
2ba507c26a79eb5a6

The Alexandria Medical 
Reserve Corps is a team of 
medical and non-medical 
volunteers who are trained 
and ready to respond to 
emergencies that impact 
public health, such as disease 
outbreaks, bioterrorist 
events or natural disasters: 
https://www.alexandriava.
gov/MedicalReserve

Spring2ACTion is Alexandria’s 
day of giving for nonprofits, 
supporters who would like to 
help fundraise, business or 
corporate representatives, 
board members for a 
participating nonprofit or 
individuals looking to give 
back. To learn how to get 
involved and donate, visit 
https://www.spring2action.
org/info/get-involved.

For a replay of the 
Celebrate Women Awards 
program, please visit www.
alexandriacelebrateswomen.
com/

HOW YOU CAN HELP:

ANNE 
GADDY

CICELY 
WOODROW

GAYNELLE 
BOWDEN DIAZ

GEE-HYN 
MCNEASE

PATRICIA 
AMAYA
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APRIL 24

OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXAN-
DRIA LECTURE SERIES: A WHITE 
HISTORIAN READS BLACK HIS-
TORY Historian Susan Strasser brings 
her early years as a civil rights activist 
and experience as an American history 
professor to her lecture series, “A White 
Historian Confronts American Slavery.” 
Strasser is an award-winning historian 
and a distinguished lecturer for the Or-
ganization of American Historians. She 
has been praised by The New Yorker for 
“retrieving what history discards: The 
taken-for-granted minutiae of everyday 
life.” This four-part series is sponsored 
by the Alexandria Community Remem-
brance Project and runs from April 24 
to June 12. 
Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://bit.ly/3fEHV9j

“THE BELLE OF AMHERST” The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria presents Wil-
liam Luce's one-woman play celebrating 
and exploring the eccentric and obscure 
life of American poet Emily Dickinson. 
It’s 1883 in Amherst, Massachusetts 
at the home of poet Emily Dickinson, as 
she tells her story through anecdotes 
based on biographical information, her 
letters and her poems in this one-wom-
an bio-drama. Welcoming the audience 
inside, Dickinson reveals both the 
joyous and heart-breaking events in her 
life that shaped her enigmatic existence 
and engaging poetry. Shows run from 
April 24 to May 15. 

Time: 3 to 4:40 p.m. and 8 to 9:30 p.m. 
Location: 600 Wolfe St. 
Information: www.thelittletheatre.com

HISTORIC PLANT AND GARDEN 
SALE The same plants grown at 
George Washington's estate can now 
adorn anyone’s garden. Shop for 
plants, perennials, shrubs and trees 
grown in the Mount Vernon green-
houses. In order to allow for social 
distancing, a free ticket is required for 
entry. This event runs on April 24 and 
25 as well as on May 7 and 8. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mt. Vernon Memori-
al Highway 
Information: https://www.mount-
vernon.org

MAY 1

BLOOD AND STRIKES: AMERI-
CAN LABOR IN THE 20TH CEN-
TURY From deadly mine explosions to 
wartime strikes, the history of the 20th 
century American labor movement is full 
of violence and controversy. On Inter-
national Workers' Day, learn about the 
struggle for workers' rights at the home 
of one of its most powerful spokesmen, 
John L. Lewis. Face masks are required. 
The tour is limited to eight participants. 
Tickets must be purchased in advance 
and are $10 per person.  
Time: 2 to 3:15 p.m. 
Location: Lee-Fendall House, 614 
Oronoco St. 
Information: www.eventbrite.com/o/
lee-fendall-house-museum-amp-gar-
den-2942565777

MAY DAY URBAN MARKET Cele-
brate the start of May with a one-day ur-
ban market and street fest at The Loop, 
a local coworking community and well-
ness hub. Ten to 15 local artisans will 
gather for a collective pop-up shop and 
street fest, which includes music, food 
and drinks. Food & drink options in-
clude Rocket Frog Brewing and Goodies 
Frozen Custard & Treats. Merchandise 
includes boutique floral arrangements, 
housewares, hand-made cards, artisan 
clothing and more. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: 215 N. Payne St. 
Information: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/may-day-urban-mar-
ket-tickets-147182108649

MAY 2

58TH ANNUAL NEEDLEWORK 
SHOW, CAFÉ AND SALE The 58th 
Annual Needlework Show, Café & 
Sale is an exciting month-long event 
where over 500 needlework pieces 
are submitted and displayed through-
out the mansion at the Woodlawn & 
Pope-Leighey House historic site. This 
year, the theme, “Hindsight 2020: 
Needlework Expressions of a Historic 
Year,” reflects the flow of emotions, 
observations and reactions of this 
unprecedented time. This event runs 
from May 2 to 31. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., except 
Thursdays 
Location: 9000 Richmond Highway 
Information: www.woodlawnpope-
leighey.org/annualneedleworkshow

CALENDAR

Wear a mask.
Save a life.

You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new coronavirus by wearing 
a cloth facemask when you must go out in public. By wearing a mask, 
you help prevent community spread of the coronavirus and help 
protect the most vulnerable in our community.

Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 

Information: Register at https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__
Aq8GrbVQ22lZPcaXZoW7Q

APRIL 22

EARTH DAY = HEALTH DAY Join Alexandrians for the 
Environmental Action Plan and Virginia Clinicians for 
Climate Action for an hour-long Earth Day webinar on 
why Earth Day is also Health Day. Learn about the myriad 
direct and indirect ways that climate change affects 
human health and well-being, and how the healthcare 
sector is taking action to respond.

FILE IMAGE
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Weekly Words

LET'S SPLIT DESSERT! by Steve Mossberg, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

SUSAN BENJAMIN (65), of Alexandria, April 15, 2021

KENNETH EPPARD (64), formerly of Alexandria, April 16, 2021

GREGORIA KOLOGOS (87), of Alexandria, April 5, 2021

DAVID PETERS (80), of Alexandria, March 30, 2021

RICHARD WERBER (70), formerly of Alexandria, April 7, 2021

ACROSS
1. Cornfield calls
5. Patronize, as a deli
10. Passion
15. Duet's number
18. Texter's "I'd say ..."
19. Way to go
20. Titter sound
22. "I knew it!"
23. Pro at damage control (last 3 

letters of this answer + ...)
25. Desirable employee (... first 2 

of this answer)
27. New Mexico pueblo
28. Olympics prize
30. Up and about
31. Transports to an island, say
34. Sis, for one
35. Hockey goal parts
36. Shed many tears
37. Interested in a single person? 

(last 4 letters + ...)
41. Pacific Northwest airport (... 

first 2)
45. Bird with a Carolina variety
47. River in the Passover story
48. Karaoke singers read them
50. Harvard's rival
51. Like a lit lantern
53. Motown founder Berry
55. Quebec native

56. Jar cover
57. Know what everyone else 

knows (last 2 letters + ...)
59. Restful asana in yoga (... first 3)
62. Leaves on a plate?
63. Onigiri-wrapping seaweed
65. Gave for a while
66. Deep bodies of water
67. Like a party pooper
68. Corrosive liquids
70. "Old gray" animal of song
71. Painting and sculpture
72. Made all better
73. Eyes-on-the-prize mentality 

(last 3 letters + ...)
77. What late students receive (... 

first 4)
82. PC key in combinations
83. "Sad to say ..."
84. Formal agreement
85. Colorful chip brand
86. Royal Detective in a Disney 

Junior show
88. Close up again
90. Places to feed giraffes
92. Let go of
93. Tree with a thick trunk (last 3 

letters + ...)
95. One may break a board (... 

first 2)
98. Online chitchat, briefly
99. Versatile blackjack cards

101. Sold-out show letters
102. Sits up suddenly
104. "You ___!" ("Of course!")
106. Short-term workers
108. "Livin' La Vida ___"
109. Award for the biggest 

watermelon, perhaps (last 3 
letters + ...)

111. "Dig in!" (... first 3)
116. ___ baby (fluffy pet, to its 

owner)
117. Iron deficiency
118. "Fingers crossed!"
119. Infamous emperor
120. 'Do for Esperanza Spalding
121. Repetitive exercise
122. Round peg
123. Ideal location

DOWN
1. Trans counterpart
2. Concert blaster
3. Part of a judo beginner's outfit
4. Sub system?
5. Cliffside trail concern
6. Green New Deal rep.
7. Palindromic cluck
8. Bit of hydrogen
9. Sainted Mother
10. Encouragement for a certain 

kid
11. Angler's spool

12. Org. for narcs
13. "Yeesh!"
14. Held inside
15. Diggs of "All American"
16. Word said to a coffee server
17. Pole in a boat
21. First-class
24. Quad residence
26. Test of one's metal
29. In a faint way
31. Smith's workplace
32. Tough nuts to crack
33. Improvised on a jazz tune
36. Free stuff
38. Beginning of an idea
39. Sand dollar, for instance
40. iPhone assistant
42. Falcon's catchers?
43. Group of top celebs
44. Give up, as land
46. "Still thinking ..."
49. Anime collectible
52. Harpoon user
54. Orchestra supporters
58. Pointy-eared being
59. Pizza bases
60. Hardest to outfox
61. Hawked
64. Much of the time, poetically
66. Prefix with "pub"
67. Symptom of motion sickness
68. Car stereo port

69. Exclaim
70. Sasha Obama's sister
72. Thieves
73. Baby sheep
74. Unlikely to catch up
75. Cheer in Colombia
76. Bourbon barrel
78. Wood-shaping tool
79. Peeved
80. ___ code (discount source)
81. Weakens
84. It may be set before bed
87. Ease up
89. Repertoire
91. Surgeon's tool
94. Capital of Ghana
96. Offer that wins an auction
97. Blackpink genre
100. Cavalry sword
103. Public commotion
104."View" from a bullet train 

window
105. Continental currency
106. Work hard
107. Trendy NYC neighborhood
109. Person u always text
110. Composers' rights org.
112. "By yesterday!"
113. Gibbon or chimpanzee
114. Outrage
115. Great weight
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To the editor: 
As a teacher and a parent of two 

daughters, both ACPS students, I sit in a 
unique position to observe and comment 
on critical issues facing Alexandria’s 
public school system. One of the biggest 
issues facing our students today is capac-
ity.  ACPS is bursting at the seams.

This isn’t news to anyone who has 
been paying attention to our city. As 
more and more apartments are be-
ing built, and as our condo canyons 
get even denser, our schools just get 
more crowded. Meanwhile, Douglas 
MacArthur still sits empty with fencing 
around its border while its students get 
bused to Patrick Henry.

And to add insult to injury, Mayor 
Justin Wilson and others on City Coun-
cil want to use our limited school prop-
erty to add adult housing. Co-location 
of adult housing on our school proper-
ties is just, plain and simple, a bad idea. 
And this housing would, in the case 
of George Mason Elementary School, 
take away the only playing fields, base-
ball diamonds, soccer fields and tennis 

courts for an entire community.  
Alexandria needs a leader who op-

poses co-location of adult housing 
on school property and a leader who 
knows how to fund and build greater 
school capacity for our community. Al-
lison Silberberg is that leader.

While she was mayor, she and City 
Council approved and built two new 
public schools, Patrick Henry and Fer-
dinand T. Day, plus a new wing at John 
Adams – all on the West End. Allison 
is committed to protecting our limited 
school properties from co-location of 
housing because she knows that ACPS 
needs all its land for educational and 
related purposes.

Allison has a lifelong commitment 
to education, including teaching, tu-
toring fourth graders at MacArthur and 
mentoring students in Anacostia. She 
will continue to fight for greater ca-
pacity for our schools and for academic 
excellence. The students of Alexandria 
need Allison as their mayor.

-Jennifer Dougherty,
Alexandria

Opinion

Your Views

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Our View
One of the more interesting information points in Alexandria’s lo-

cal election season comes with first quarter campaign finance filings 
with the Virginia Department of Elections. Required by law, these re-
ports shed light on who raised how much, from whom and when.

These reports can reveal which candidates have mostly local sup-
port and which are mainly backed by people outside of Alexandria. 
They tell us who raised more money from small donors and who from 
large. And they tell us which candidates have already spent freely and 
which have the most dry powder on hand.

Of the 15 candidates competing in the June 8 Democratic primary, 13 are 
running for the six seats on council and two are vying for the right to wield 
the mayoral gavel on the dais. Together, all 15 candidates raised a total of 
almost half a million dollars in the first quarter of 2021 – $470,031 to be 
exact. That’s a formidable sum raised in three months for a local election.

Both incumbent Mayor Justin Wilson and former Mayor Allison Sil-
berberg did extremely well and can draw favorable conclusions from 
their fundraising.

Wilson garnered the most overall, with $90,740 compared to Silber-
berg’s $65,364, a margin of just over $25,000. He also had a two-to-one 
margin in individual donors, 531 to 238.

The mayor took heart from the 346 donations he received of $100 
or less, totaling $22,152. In today’s page one Times story, “Campaign 
cash,” Wilson said the number of small donors attests to the “grass-
roots support” for his campaign. 

While Wilson had a strong three months, Silberberg had an as-
tounding seven days. In an effort to compare the two candidates during 
the seven days they ran head-to-head, we examined each single dona-
tion of more than $100 – which are itemized by donor and date – the 
two received during that time. Silberberg outpaced Wilson by almost 
$30,000 for the week, raising $53,512 to Wilson’s $23,706. 

Silberberg’s late entry into the race elicited a flurry of large donations, 
an indication of a pent-up desire from residents for a contested primary. 
She received 20 contributions of $1,000 or more between March 24 and 31, 
compared to five for Wilson during that timeframe and 12 overall in the 
reporting period. Silberberg said donors who gave her large amounts saw 
“… an opportunity to express their strong support immediately …”

Fundraising by those running for council was no less interesting 
and at times illuminating.

Surprisingly, two of the top three fundraisers are first-time can-
didates for council: Kirk McPike and Alyia Gaskins, who along with 
incumbent John Chapman, were the only candidates to raise more 
than $45,000. McPike raised $65,660, Chapman $51,499 and Gaskins 
$47,012 between Jan. 1 and March 31, 2021. 

Chapman’s support among those who contributed single donations 
of more than $100 was overwhelmingly local – 78 of his 113 donors 
gave an Alexandria address. The opposite was true of McPike and Gas-
kins, however, as their donors were mostly from outside Alexandria. 
Only 15 of McPike’s 146 reported single donations of more than $100 
were from people with an Alexandria address, and only 18 of 75 donors 
of $100 or more to Gaskins claim an Alexandria residence.

This is contrasted by first-time candidate Bill Rossello, who came in 
at 100% local in single donations of $100 or more: 19 of 19 donors who 
gave Rossello $100 or more live in Alexandria. 

While she raised the third most among candidates, Gaskins also 
spent by far the most money in the first quarter of 2021, $32,157, leaving 
her in the middle of the pack in cash on hand, behind Chapman, McPike, 
Aguirre, Lewis and Rossello, in order of cash on hand.

What to make of fundraising?

We need Allison for education

COURTESY PHOTO
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The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and 
do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Potted 
arrangement 
in front of the 
Athenaeum during 
the Alexandria 
portion of HIstoric 
Garden Week last 
Saturday in Old 
Town.
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Ethical Reflections 
with Rev. Ian Markham

Presidents and the Seminary
Given our proximity to the District, 

it is not surprising that presidents are 
often visiting Alexandria. It started 
with President George Washington, 
who loved Gadsby’s Tavern Restaurant. 
Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald 
Ford both lived in Alexandria. President 
Ronald Reagan decided to dine in Old 
Town on St. Patrick’s Day 1988. Presi-
dent Barack Obama had a Valentine’s 
Day dinner at Vermillion. And now on 
April 6, President Joseph Biden visit-
ed the Chapel of Virginia 
Theological Seminary.

The reason for Biden's 
visit was that, along with 
many other churches, 
the Chapel has become a 
vaccination clinic. Neigh-
borhood Health needed 
a venue in the West End 
of Alexandria. So every 
Tuesday and Thursday, cli-
ents make their way to the 
Chapel to receive their vac-
cination shots.

Neighborhood Health specializ-
es in providing access to health care 
for groups that find it harder to get 
good-quality health care. It is lovely 
to see the Chapel being used for this 
life-saving purpose.

News coverage makes it sound like 
the president decided to just drop 
in. He was just being neighborly and 
thought it would be lovely to just come 
and say hello to those getting the vac-
cine that Tuesday morning.

But, as many other establishments 
in Alexandria are aware, a visit from the 
president is complicated. They check out 
a variety of possible venues for a visit. 
The White House advance team includes 
security, event planners and special-
ists in choreography. From the Virginia 
Theological Seminary vantage point, 
it was a team effort to make the place 
ready for the visit.

This is actually the third presiden-
tial visit to the Seminary’s campus. 
And, for those who like to track these 
things, we are running two Republi-
can presidents to one Democrat.

Along with Biden, we have Pres-
ident Gerald Ford, who worshipped 
every Sunday in the Seminary Chap-

el. He even served on the vestry. The 
Seminary has preserved the pew in the 
oratory of the new Chapel where Ford 
sat the Sunday after becoming presi-
dent with a sterling silver plaque.

Then, back in the 19th century, 
President Abraham Lincoln made the 
journey across the Potomac to meet 
with Mr. Packard, then on the faculty 
of the Seminary, who lived in a faculty 
home called Melrose. 

These connections are precious. The 
distinguished sociologist 
Robert Bellah talked about 
the office of the presidency 
as part of America’s civil 
religion. Americans share 
a democratic faith: we have 
key texts that have an al-
most sacred authority – the 
Constitution, along with 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and the Bill of Rights. 
We have a calendar made 
up of national holidays. We 

have institutions that matter, namely, 
Congress and the Supreme Court. And, 
we have the office of the president.

When it comes to the president, 
Bellah said that regardless of the office 
holder, there is an intrinsic respect that 
we all should give to the office. It is a 
symbol of our commitment to democra-
cy: our willingness to elect by the peo-
ple and for the people the person who 
then has the authority to lead us. Our 
civil religion is a unifying part of our 
shared life.

When Bellah was alive, he argued 
that Vietnam and Watergate put the 
civil religion of America under extraor-
dinary strain. I suspect that he would 
feel that the deep political polarization 
has put our civil religion under even 
more strain.

As Alexandria continues to en-
joy deep connections with the White 
House, let us recommit to our witness 
to support the unifying role of the pres-
ident. Virginia Theological Seminary 
was pleased to receive President Biden 
to the campus. We look forward to fur-
ther visits from future presidents.

The writer is dean of Virginia 
Theological Seminary.

My View | Mayor Justin Wilson

In January of 2019, I took the 
oath as Alexandria’s mayor. I 
promised to chart a course of 
“bold, persistent experimenta-
tion” and define a more inclusive 
form of growth for our communi-
ty. Our city was bracing itself for 
a summer shutdown of our Met-
ro stations, a project we feared 
would paralyze commuters and 
wound our small businesses. With 
careful planning, flexibility and 
thorough communication and en-
gagement, our city endured. 

Yet, no one could have foreseen 
the pandemic that has 
shattered our economy, 
threatened our health, 
safety and financial 
security and highlight-
ed the very real ineq-
uities faced by Black 
and brown residents of 
our community. In the 
face of the pandemic, 
we have demonstrat-
ed that we could build 
the partnerships to 
preserve public health, protect our 
residents and keep our small busi-
nesses afloat. We have faced those 
daunting obstacles together with a 
shared vision for a community that 
works for all of our residents.

I am proud of how we have 
weathered this storm, but we must 
now lead the recovery. It is with 
that optimism for the city’s future 
that I seek your support to serve a 
second term as your mayor. 

Against the headwinds of the 
last two years, we have not stood 
still. We will now build a modern 
Alexandria Hospital on the site of 
a redeveloped Landmark Mall. We 
are building five new schools over 
the next decade, including a new 
high school building, and we have 
made early childhood education 
available for more children. We 
have begun redevelopment of the 
coal-fired powerplant on our water-
front and commenced construction 
of a municipal broadband network.

We have created hundreds of 
units of new affordable housing 
and forged partnerships to preserve 
and expand housing affordability 
in the future. We added Freedom 

House to the city’s historic prop-
erty inventory to better tell Alex-
andria’s history. The Potomac Yard 
Metro will open for service a year 
from now. We have reduced green-
house gas emissions, raised the bar 
for “green” building, secured fund-
ing for new transit on our West End 
and commenced the largest-ever 
investment in our sewers.

We are in a unique and chal-
lenging moment for our city. Our 
success has never been assured. It 
has been created through genera-
tions of leaders who have placed 

the city’s future first. 
Leading the recov-

ery requires that we 
support our children, 
invest in our infra-
structure and expand 
our economy. 

The pandemic has 
hit our entire commu-
nity hard, but none 
harder than our chil-
dren. We must find the 
resources necessary to 

address the academic, social and 
emotional loss that our children 
have suffered. As we return our 
children to school buildings, we 
must ensure that the facilities they 
return to are worth the wait. 

Flooding, school capacity chal-
lenges, pedestrian safety concerns 
and the Metro shutdown all high-
light the perils of deferring invest-
ments in our basic infrastructure. 
We cannot continue the cycle of 
deferral and delay. Maintaining our 
infrastructure in a state of good 
repair is good for our city, good for 
our environment and good for our 
economy. The new infusion of fed-
eral money into our city gives us a 
unique opportunity to accelerate 
our investments in what makes Al-
exandria work.

So many of our small business-
es were unable to survive this past 
year. Our government has extend-
ed flexibility and funding to keep 
them afloat. Now we must invest 
in building an economy that will 
thrive in the new normal. 

The challenges before us are 

Why I’m running for mayor

MAYOR JUSTIN 
WILSON

REV. IAN
MARKHAM

SEE WILSON | 50



50 |APRIL 22, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

To the editor: 
Collectively, we hold our breath as 

Simone Biles prepares for her final tum-
bling pass down the 16-plus foot plank of 
wood, just four inches wide. She flips and 
spins through the air, returning to the 
thin beam over and over – maintaining 
her balance.

When it comes to development in Al-
exandria, we need to channel Biles’ bal-
ance and aggression to ensure everyone 
benefits.

On the positive side, new development 
brings new opportunities. We can build 
things we have always wanted. We can 
modernize outdated and unsafe infra-
structure. Community benefit agreements 
or “development deals” can bring new 
amenities, schools, Project Labor Agree-
ments and public safety infrastructure.

But there are always costs: displace-
ment of existing communities, more con-
gestion, gentrification, reduced hous-
ing affordability, increased amounts of 
impermeable surface and new buildings 
that simply do not fit.

It is the task of City Council – with the 
guidance of the Planning Commission, the 
community and staff – to balance all the 
elements and make the necessary tradeoffs 
to move our city forward.

Like Biles, Alexandria has numerous 
strengths. Everyone wants to be here. 
We still have locations, including large 
sites like Landmark and the power plant, 
primed for redevelopment. We are with-
in the Beltway and have clear economic 
benefits when compared to Maryland 
and Washington D.C.

It seems, at times, we forget our ad-
vantages in a rush for renewal. Perhaps, 
in the past, we have been a bit too excit-
ed to say “yes.”

But again, balance is required. Density 
is not a swear word, it’s a tool for building 
the future we want. A tool that should be 
wielded with care, caution and public en-
gagement. Many communities have em-
braced their small area plans and coordi-
nated development district processes to 

plot a future with clear priorities, informed 
by neighbors’ ideas and concerns.

We know that development and rede-
velopment, when done properly and with 
extensive community input, can move us 
toward our goals. Plans moving forward 
across the city, from North Old Town to 
the West End, have communities excited 
about the future of their neighborhoods.

To maximize community benefits, we 
need to be clear about our priorities. We 
cannot rush in with a three-mile-long 
wish list. Clarity and specificity are re-
quired.

Working with residents provides pri-
orities, based on lived experience and re-
alities. Using the existing small area plan 
templates, built around community en-
gagement, we can narrow the ‘give-me’ list 
to ensure maximum benefit and clarity. 

Finally, we cannot have these plans 
exist in isolation. We need to weave 
them together with an overarching, for-
ward-looking vision: a true master plan 
for Alexandria.

If we are going to get specific, we 
need our current and future needs in 
their entirety at a single glance. Knit-
ting together small area plans does not 
address the need for interconnectivity, 
infrastructure, corridors of common in-
terest and tourist opportunities. 

We need to stand over the city and 
decide what goes where: schools, pub-
lic safety assets, housing types and how 
best to move people, stormwater and 
traffic. A master plan is not stacking 
small area plans together; it’s the thread 
that binds them into a vision.

To do this right, we need to engage all 
Alexandrians and be receptive to feed-
back. We need to have a holistic conversa-
tion about all the issues, solutions and the 
realities of implementation.

While our city might not have Biles’ 
balance or poise, we must better listen to 
the lived experience of residents to balance 
developers’ desires and neighbors’ dreams.

-James Lewis,
Alexandria

Finding a balanceMy View | Alyia Gaskins

When I decided to run for 
Alexandria City Council, I knew 
what I could bring to our city: 
the experience and skills of a 
public health and planning pro-
fessional ready to listen, learn 
and facilitate a way forward for 
Alexandria. As I have listened 
to Alexandrians from across 
our city, it has become clear to 
me that my experience, vision 
and approach are needed now 
more than ever. 

After the pain and loss ex-
perienced by all of us in the 
past year, height-
ened by the effect 
of racial dispari-
ties for our Black 
and brown neigh-
bors, I am hearing 
that people want 
a healthier, more 
just Alexandria. I’m 
hearing that peo-
ple want pathways 
to prosperity for all 
our residents.

As the daughter of a single 
mom who had to make difficult 
tradeoffs between food, rent 
and asthma and diabetes med-
ications, I have dedicated my 
career to ensuring every fami-
ly has the resources it needs to 
thrive. My experience working 
in cities across the country has 
shown me what it takes to make 
that happen, and I am ready to 
bring that knowledge and in-
sight to our city. 

As a public health and plan-
ning expert, I understand what 
it means to help build healthy 
communities. We need to en-
sure that our infrastructure, 
housing, transportation, eco-
nomic, education and environ-
mental policies work together 
to meet the needs of all our 
residents. Rather than func-
tioning at cross purposes or 
reinforcing unjust practices, 
our policies and practices must 
work together toward our col-
lective vision. 

Alexandrians want some-
one who will listen and ele-
vate that vision. My work in 

communities has given me the 
heart and the skills to center 
the voices and stories of all 
and to develop creative ways 
of engaging people in navigat-
ing our recovery and in shap-
ing decisions that impact their 
lives. 

As a mother, I want my Black 
son and his schoolmates of all 
races, ethnicities, and genders 
to grow up in an Alexandria 
that is not just diverse, but safe, 
welcoming and resourced so 
that they all can flourish. My 

unshakeable pas-
sion for this vision 
fuels my commit-
ment to making it 
a reality.

I knew my 
campaign was on 
the right track 
when a voter 
shared that she 
was voting for me 
because “you care 
about all of the 

people of Alexandria. I don’t 
need someone who just cares 
about people like me; I need 
someone to make this election 
about a more just city with op-
portunity for all.” 

I knew we were gaining 
momentum when people from 
across the city, from the east to 
the west, families and children, 
singles and elders, those who 
are already thriving and those 
who need a little support, start-
ed championing my campaign. 
I was elated when we received 
the endorsement of so many 
past and present local leaders as 
well as national organizations 
such as Run for Something and 
the Collective Pac. I knew we 
were in high gear when I came 
in first in the Alexandria Dem-
ocratic Committee straw poll.

I’m now convinced that this 
is our moment. I am ready, and 
Alexandria is ready. I invite you 
to join me in creating a healthi-
er, more just Alexandria.

The writer is a candidate for 
Alexandria City Council.

Why I’m running for council

ALYIA 
GASKINS

without precedent. 
Facing these challenges requires build-

ing the community coalitions that have led 
to the successes of the past two years. Work-
ing together, we will continue our progress.

The writer is mayor of Alexandria. 

While people may vary in whether 
a candidate’s fundraising is a factor 
in who they vote for, two things seem 
clear. First, the amount of money 
raised reflects a high level of interest 
in this election, and second, the fun is 
just beginning.

OUR VIEW FROM | 48 WILSON FROM | 49
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To the editor: 
Freedom of Information Act re-

cords are crucial to the public’s right 
to know about their elected leaders 
and the democratic process. The Al-
exandria city government website 
states that when it comes to FOIA 
requests, “All public records are pre-
sumed to be open and are withheld 
only if a specific exemption applies.”

Enter the Seminary Road diet. 
On March 18, 2021, the Alexandria 
Times published a letter to the ed-
itor, “Findings from a citizen FOIA 
about Seminary Road,” showing just 
how hard the city worked to avoid 
providing a response to a routine re-
quest for information in connection 
with the controversial and costly 
effort to remove driving lanes from 
a key arterial roadway. It is impossi-
ble to determine whether the redac-
tions are valid, since the city blacked 
out author, recipient, subject, date 
and the body of hundreds of com-
munications. 

Importantly, records requests 
are only to be exempted due to a 
few reasons at the local level, in-
cluding:  attorney/client privilege, 
vendor proprietary information, 
personnel records, records relating 
to the negotiation and award of a 
contract and prisoner records.

Yet the city appears to have gone 
to great lengths to hide information 
from the public. When the Traffic and 
Parking Board recommended keeping 
four lanes on Seminary Road with 
pedestrian safety improvements, a 
reasonable compromise which was 
widely supported, the president of the 
local bicycle lobbying group, Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, 
fought against it.

Records show that he actively 
solicited legal advice from the city 
on how to structure an appeal. A 
series of emails in the chain were 
entirely redacted, making it im-
possible to know why city govern-
ment officials were advising special 
interests with obvious conflicts 
about what to do, yet subject lines 
such as “Appeal acceptance lan-
guage” and “Appeal received re-
garding Seminary Road decision of 
Traffic & Parking Board” indicate 

what was happening. The city re-
lentlessly redacted anything relat-
ed to the appeal – another brick in 
the city’s stonewall.

In another example, a different 
bike activist challenged City Coun-
cil’s commitment to monitor the 
road diet’s traffic impacts. Again, 
the emails in the chain are entire-
ly redacted by the city. And again, 
the city failed to identify any legal 
reason for withholding the informa-
tion. These examples were clearly 
not a case of attorney-client privi-
lege, so why the secrecy? 

In two instances, the subject 
matter was “Alexandria INOVA 
Future” and “City/INOVA meeting 
tomorrow.” These materials were 
blacked out completely as “contract 
negotiations.” How was the hospi-
tal’s future tied to the road diet? 
We may never know. 

The most egregious FOIA viola-
tion was identified by the Times as 
occurring Jan. 23, 2020, in its inde-
pendent analysis of city records. The 
article disclosed how the Alexandria 
Fire Department tailored its story 
at the last minute to support the 
road diet. Voluminous emails were 
blacked out entirely, except for the 
subject line: “T&ES/Fire emails” and 
“Seminary Road TES/Fire emails.”

In one, there is a statement con-
gratulating Fire Chief Corey Smed-
ley on his selection as permanent 
fire chief in an email string titled, 
“Seminary Road Ambulance.” How 
is any of this information privileged 
to be withheld from citizens?  

Ironically, there are also emails 
that are completely blacked out, ex-
cept for a subject line which reads 
as follows: “Open and Transparent 
process for Seminary Rd. process.”  

Redacting entire documents 
discussing open and transparent 
government seems sadly consistent 
with the city’s current strategy to 
keep the public in the dark when it 
comes to accountability. No expla-
nation is ever provided for hiding 
so much information for a relatively 
small transportation change on a 
0.9 mile stretch of road.

-Frank Putzu,
Alexandria 

What the city doesn’t 
want you to know

My View | Denise Dunbar

When I turned on the T.V. Monday 
night to watch the pre-game show be-
fore the Washington Nationals baseball 
game, instead of interviews and updates 
on players, the station was giving de-
tailed information on betting odds for 
the Nats and other games around the 
league. They were encouraging people 
to place bets on baseball games. 

Kenesaw Mountain Landis, Bowie 
Kuhn and Bart Giamatti must all be 
spinning in their graves.

Those three former baseball commis-
sioners strove to protect their sport from 
the corrupting influences of gambling. 
Current MLB Commis-
sioner Paul Manfred has 
opened the coop and pulled 
up easy chairs for the foxes 
right next to the chickens.

Landis was baseball’s 
first commissioner, a post 
he assumed in 1920. A fed-
eral judge who famously 
fined Standard Oil $29 
million in 1907 for anti-
trust violations, Landis 
banned eight members of 
the Chicago White Sox from professional 
baseball for life after they conspired with 
gamblers to throw the 1919 World Series.

All-time great “Shoeless” Joe Jackson 
was among those banned. The movie 
“Eight Men Out” tells this story, while 
sentimental favorite “Field of Dreams” 
references it. It was at this time that 
owners gave the commissioner the right 
to act “in the best interests of baseball.”

Lawyer Bowie Kuhn was baseball’s 
fifth commissioner, serving for 15 
years, from 1969 to 1984. Kuhn exer-
cised the “best interests of baseball” 
power several times to keep the sport 
free from gambling influences.

Kuhn suspended Detroit Tigers pitch-
er Denny McClain, the last pitcher to win 
30 games in a season, for his involvement 
with bookmakers. Kuhn issued perma-
nent bans – which were overturned by his 
successor – on Hall of Famers Willie Mays 
and Mickey Mantle because they were 
paid to promote casinos.

Former Yale President Bart Giamat-
ti served as commissioner for only five 
months in 1989 before dying suddenly 
of a heart attack. During that brief time, 
he made the wrenching decision to ban 
baseball’s all-time leader in hits, Pete 
Rose, from baseball for life because he 

believed there was overwhelming evi-
dence that Rose bet on baseball games 
he was involved with. Giamatti died 
eight days after banning Rose.

Fast forward to 2021.
The Washington Nationals an-

nounced earlier this year that they’re 
partnering with MGM to set up a sports 
betting operation inside Nats Park, right 
across from the team store. Just think, 
fans can go buy a Max Scherzer jersey 
and then walk across the plaza and bet 
on Max to win the game. How conve-
nient – and repulsive.

Late last year, casino operator Bally’s 
bought the naming rights 
to several networks around 
the country. So now, fans of 
everyone from the Atlanta 
Braves to the St. Louis Cardi-
nals to the Detroit Tigers – 14 
teams in all – tune into gam-
bling-sponsored networks to 
watch their teams play.

This sell-out comes at a 
time when team values and 
player salaries are through 
the roof. The average value 

of a major league baseball team is $2.2 
billion, according to Sportico. The aver-
age annual salary of major league base-
ball players is more than $4 million, ac-
cording to work.chron.com.

In other words, neither the owners 
nor the players are hurting for money, 
and there is no excuse for corrupting 
the sport in this way.

Meanwhile, everything that can be 
sold, is. When you watch games on T.V., 
the names of sponsors are projected on 
the walls behind the batter’s box. Some 
networks project corporate names onto 
the pitcher’s mound and on the ground 
in foul territory.

In short, in Manfred’s baseball uni-
verse – and make no mistake, he’s doing 
the bidding of team owners – every-
thing is for sale and nothing is sacred.

The purity of the game I have loved 
for a lifetime has been lost because of 
greed, leading to previously unthink-
able alliances between Major League 
Baseball and gamblers. 

I haven’t walked away just yet. 
But bit by bit, professional baseball is 
breaking my heart.

The writer is publisher and executive 
editor of the Alexandria Times.

Baseball’s heartbreaking bet

DENISE 
DUNBAR
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
How do you approach donating to local political campaigns?

Last Week 
Do you support the City of Alexandria spending one-fourth 
of the stormwater fee collected to date to pay the salaries of 
existing city workers? A) I already donated to a candidate this election cycle.

B) I have not yet donated but plan to this cycle.
C) I have donated to local elections in the past but am sitting 
this one out.
D) I never donate to local political campaigns.

81% No, this new fee was supposed to fix flooding problems, 
not be used to free up General Funds for other spending.
18% Yes, this is what cities do when new fees are enacted.
1% I'm not sure.

Out of the Attic will not run this week, but please see pages 28-29 for a submission from the Office of Historic Alexandria.

To the editor: 
Historic Captain’s Row is at its break-

ing point and requests from the residents 
to the mayor and City Council have fallen 
on deaf ears. The street has long served as 
one of the centerpieces to promote tour-
ism and tax revenue to the city. At any giv-
en point you can see numerous pictures of 
the cobblestones and homes on the Alex-
andria website and social media channels. 
These beautiful pictures may be all that is 
left as the street continues to crumble un-
der the current assault of overuse, abuse 
and lack of interest by city officials. 

During the pandemic, the 100 block 
of King Street was changed into a pedes-
trian-only zone and now Captain’s Row 
must carry much of the traffic burden of 
King Street. In addition to the funneling 
of traffic to Captain’s Row, the residential 

and commercial density on the waterfront 
has created a nightmare for a street that 
was never designed to be a major traffic 
hub of the Old Town waterfront. 

After the lack of response from the 
city to help save the street, residents 
have resorted to creating a traffic “diet” 
on the weekends to help reduce the 
number of cars and delivery trucks. Res-
idents have seen a 40% to 60% decrease 
in traffic when the street is reduced to 
one lane. In addition, due to the overuse 
of the street, the residents have been 
forced to collect the numerous ballast 
stones that litter the street in the hopes 
that eventually the city will wake up 
and realize they have a problem, and 
the street can be repaired. 

The solutions are not difficult: reset 
all the cobblestones, limit traffic and 

parking on Captain’s Row on the week-
end and enforce the “no trucks” rule that 
is already in place. 

City officials and residents should 
realize that if we do not fight to keep the 
historic charm of Alexandria, our city 
becomes no different than thousands of 
other cities.  Without the historic charm 
the tourists go away, the quality of life 
declines, the tax base reduces and city 
services become even worse.

If anyone doubts the impact of losing 
the historic charm and Captain’s Row, I 
suggest you go to the Visitalexva Insta-
gram page or other social media outlets 
and see how many pictures tourists tag 
of large offices, condo buildings or homes 
that have been built in the last 100 years.

-Brandon Hensley,
Alexandria

Save historic Captain’s Row

To the editor: 
I was both dismayed and saddened 

by the recent letter published from Guy 
Lamolinara regarding Classical Move-
ments. Many of the facts presented in 
his letter were misleading and largely 
untrue. For example, most of the pro-
grams sponsored by Classical Move-
ments are in fact just one hour each – 
typically spread a few hours apart on a 
Saturday. Two hours total.

 And fortunately, most of the attend-
ees left their “rock and roll stage” a long 
time ago and are all rather somber. The 
large events are few and far between. 
Due to the pandemic, the crowds are 
kept to a minimum at all events. 

The process for approval of this ven-
ue followed the same public process 

with the same level of integrity as oth-
ers, with support provided from many 
other neighbors. Lamolinara is indeed 
in closer proximity to the venue than 
most of us – but I would urge him to re-
focus his concern.

His current goal appears to be getting 
retribution by making paying customers 
suffer as he believes he is. Rather than 
putting his energy into disrupting the 
programs, as he has during the two one-
hour shows I’ve attended – e.g., yelling 
loudly in his yard during chamber music, 
banging pots during opera – I would in-
stead invite friends over to take advantage 
of the proximity. We are all paying good 
money to hear artists of this caliber and 
he would be able to enjoy it all for free!

It’s especially unfortunate that the art-

ists are equally impacted. We’ve all had to 
make sacrifices during the pandemic and 
the arts industry was hit especially hard. 
Artists are struggling to survive. 

I personally am far more concerned 
about the level of activity and noise as-
sociated with the imminent Sunrise fa-
cility also adjacent to his property, with 
its hundreds of residents utilizing out-
door spaces. 

I do hope Lamolinara finds ways to 
enjoy reading a book and have conver-
sations while Mozart or light jazz plays 
in the background. And I hope that 
Classical Movements continues to bring 
joy to so many people in the community 
we all share and love.

-Laura Rodin,
Alexandria

Defending Classical Movements
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LEGAL AD
Bidding Opportunity! 
Archer Western is seeking DBE 
and SWaM  subcontractors and 
suppliers for the Transurban I 
495 NEXT, Design-Build Project. 
This Project bids  on May 11, 2021 
at 3 PM EST. The scope of  Project 
NEXT includes the design and  
construction (or installation) 
of approximately  two miles of 
new two-lane HOT (Express) 
Lanes  in each direction (with 
full shoulders) from the  existing 
northern terminus near Old 
Dominion  Drive (Route 738) to 
the vicinity of the GWMP),  and 
improvements to the Dulles Toll 
Road,  Georgetown Pike and 
GWMP interchanges and  the 
General Purpose lanes. For more  
information, please contact 
Kevin Arndt, 301- 347-4680 or 
awcestimating@walshgroup.com

WANTED TO BUY

Looking for an old friend. If you 
own or know the owner of this 
2006 Seal Gray Boxster (VIN 
Number WP0CA29816U711285), 
I would love for the owner to 
contact me at kplatulip@gmail.
com. I lovingly restored this car, 
and I wish I had not had to sell it 
a few years ago. I would love to 
buy it back. Last sold by BMW of 
Alexandria, VA.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF  
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have 
been received for administrative 
review and approval.
 
For information on the follow-

ing applications or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
703.746.4666.

Special Use Permit #2021-00012
215 South Union Street
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a New Use for a 
restaurant; Zone: W-1/Waterfront 
Mixed Use
Proposed Business Name: Café Du 
Soleil
Applicant: Nahom Debessay
PLANNER: Rachel Drescher – Ra-
chel.Drescher @alexandriava.gov

Special Use Permit #2021-00032
207 Swamp Fox Road
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a New Use of a 
restaurant; zone: CDD#2/Coordi-
nated Development District #2.
Proposed Business Name: &pizza
Applicant: Josh Hopkins
PLANNER: Rachel Drescher – 
Rachel.Drescher @alexandriava.
gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning & Zoning. If 

you have any comments regard-
ing the proposal above, please 
contact Planning & Zoning staff 
at 703.746.4666 or email the 
planner listed no later than May 
13, 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY  

COUNCIL
MAY 2021

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commis-
sion and the City Council on 
the dates and times listed below.  
NOTICE:  Some of the items 
listed below may be placed on a 
consent calendar. A consent item 
will be approved at the beginning 
of the meeting without discussion 
unless someone asks that it be 
taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately. The 
Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future 
date. For further information, 
call the Department of Planning 

& Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2021
PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 PM 

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021
PUBLIC HEARING – 9:30 AM

Due to the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic emergency, the May 4, 2021 
meeting of the Planning Com-
mission and the May 15, 2021 
meeting of the City Council are 
being held electronically pur-
suant to Virginia Code Section 

2.2-3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity 
of Government ordinance adopt-
ed by the City Council on June 
20, 2020 or Section 4-0.01(g) in 
HB29 and HB30, enacted by the 
2020 Virginia General Assembly 
(Virginia Acts of Assembly Ch. 
1283 and 1289), to undertake 
essential business. All of the 
members of the respective public 
bodies and staff are participating 
from remote locations through 
Zoom Webinar. These meetings 
are being held electronically, 
unless a determination is made 
that it is safe enough for the 
meetings to be held in person 
in the City Council Chamber 
at 301 King Street, Alexandria, 

Classifieds

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Kregs Studio LLC

Wine and Design Alexandria

1506 Belleview Blvd Ste D Alexandria, VA 22304-6530

Alexandria

Fairfax County 22304-6530

Art Instruction Studio

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires June  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for 
details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

UNTIL 2022

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available
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Classifieds
VA. Electronic access will be 
provided in either event. The 
meetings can be accessed by the 
public through: Zoom hyperlink 
(below), broadcasted live on the 
government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website. 

Planning Commission (Public 
Hearing):
The Webinar will open at 6:30 
PM to allow individuals to join, 
while the Planning Commission 
hearing will begin at approxi-
mately 7:00 PM.

URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_1BUOX4kiTvC
FoKRLHgzS1Q
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 965 1319 2256
Password: 665371
 
City Council Public Hearing:
URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_aJ5tAvWhSCSX
6FaC4Uyc_Q
 
Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
 
Webinar ID: 965 4991 8451

Password: 843567
 
Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Planning & Zoning staff at 
PlanComm@alexandriava.gov 
for the Planning Commission 
hearing, to the City Clerk at 
Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.gov 
for the City Council hearing, or 
make public comments through 
the conference call on the day of 
either hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation for the Planning Com-
mission hearing, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia 
Relay 711. For reasonable disabili-
ty accommodation for the City 
Council hearing, please call the 
City Clerk and Clerk of Council's 
Office at 703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 
838-5056). We request that you 
provide a 48-hour notice so that 
the proper arrangements may be 
made.

The following item descriptions 
have been revised for consider-
ation. All other previously adver-
tised items for the above hearings 
remain the same:

This item has been postponed in 
order to be included as part of the 
full Plan update anticipated for 
Fall public hearing.
Consideration of the draft Hous-
ing Affordability Recommenda-
tions of the Arlandria-Chirilagua 
Plan Update 
Staff: City of Alexandria; Office 
of Housing and Department of 
Planning & Zoning

Special Use Permit #2021-00017
1503 and 1505 Mount Vernon 
Avenue – The Garden
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use 
Permit for an increase in outdoor 
seats; an increase in outdoor 
hours of operation; a parking 
reduction; and a zone transition 
setback modification (amending 
SUP2019-00004); zoned: CL/
Commercial Low
Applicant: Del Ray Gardens 
LLC., represented by M. Catha-
rine Puskar, attorney

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC  
HEARING ON AN APPEAL OF 
A DECISION OF THE BOARD 

OF ARCHITECTURAL  
REVIEW (BAR)

The item described below will be 
heard by the City Council on the 
date and time listed below.  For 
further information, call the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandri-
ava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021
PUBLIC HEARING – 9:30 AM

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the May 15, 2021 
meeting of the City Council is 
being held electronically pur-
suant to Virginia Code Section 
2.2-3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity 
of Government ordinance adopt-
ed by the City Council on June 
20, 2020 or Section 4-0.01(g) in 
HB29 and HB30, enacted by the 
2020 Virginia General Assembly 
(Virginia Acts of Assembly Ch. 
1283 and 1289), to undertake 

essential business. All of the 
members of the City Council 
and staff are participating from 
remote locations through Zoom 
Webinar. The meeting is being 
held electronically, unless a 
determination is made that it is 
safe enough for the meeting to be 
held in person in the City Coun-
cil Chamber at 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA. Electronic access 
will be provided in either event. 
The meeting can be accessed by 
the public through: Zoom hyper-
link (below), broadcasted live on 
the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_aJ5tAvWhSCSX
6FaC4Uyc_Q 

*The Webinar will open at 9:00 
a.m. to allow individuals to join 
while the City Council hearing 
will begin at approximately 9:30 
a.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 965 4991 8451
Password: 843567

Public comment will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments through the con-
ference call on the day of the 
hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation for the City Council 
hearing, please call the City 
Clerk and Clerk of Council's 
Office at 703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 
838-5056). We request that you 
provide a 48-hour notice so that 
the proper arrangements may be 
made.

BAR #2020-00553 PG
Public Hearing and consider-
ation of an appeal of the Board 
of Architectural Review’s (BAR) 
February 17, 2021 decision to 
deny a request to install a small 
cell facility on a utility pole on 
public property adjacent to 215 
North Patrick Street. 

APPLICANT: Cellco Partnership 
dba Verizon Wireless, represent-
ed by Joshua Schakola

APPELLANT: Cellco Partnership 
dba Verizon Wireless, represent-
ed by Joshua Schakola

This appeal is being held pur-
suant to Section 10-107 of the 
Zoning Ordinance for the Board 
of Architectural Review of the 
City of Alexandria.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

The Board of Architectural 
Review (BAR) will hold an Elec-
tronic Public Hearing on MON-
DAY, May 3, 2021 beginning at 
7:00 p.m. to review the following 
item(s):

Due to the COVID-19 Pan-
demic emergency, the May 3, 
2021 meeting of the Board of 
Architectural Review (BAR) is 
being held electronically pursu-
ant to Virginia Code Section 2.2 
3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted 
by the City Council on June 20, 
2020 or Sections 4-0.01(g) in 
HB29 and HB30, enacted by the 
2020 Virginia General Assembly 
(Virginia Acts of Assembly Ch. 
1283 and 1289), to undertake 
essential business. BAR board 
members and staff are partic-
ipating from remote locations 
through Zoom Webinar. This 
meeting is being held electron-
ically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for 
the meeting to be held in person 
in the City Council Chamber 
at 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
VA. Electronic access will be 
provided in either event. The 
meeting can be accessed by the 
public through: Zoom hyperlink 
(below), broadcasted live on the 
government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

URL: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_D7u-jVcxTkiewn
PoS9nCfQ 

*The Board of Architectural 
Review Hearing will start at 7:00 
p.m., while the Zoom Webinar 

NATION’S GUN SHOW

500 Tables!   Buy!  Sell!  Trade!
Largest Gun Show in Metro DC!   Guns, Knives & Accessories!

FRI: 11 - 8  |  SAT: 8 - 5  |  SUN: 8 - 5

4320  Chantilly  Shopping  Center,  Chantilly,  VA  20153

VPN

April 23, 24 & 25   Dulles Expo

www.TheNationsGunShow.com  |  www.ShowmastersGunShows.com
540-951-2344

Get Your Supplies While You Still Can!!!

All CDC & VA GOVERNOR GUIDELINES MUST BE FOLLOWED!

The NRA National Firearms Museum presents a Collection of Arms from one of America's most 
extraordinary chief executives, Nobel Prize and Medal of Honor recipient Theodore Roosevelt.

TICKETS  SOLD ONLINE ONLY

Are you at risk for stroke 
or cardiovascular disease?

Call Life Line Screening at  
844-588-4478

Special Offer for Readers
5 screening package for $149
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David Craig Peters, 80, 
was born in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania on Sept. 3, 
1940 to William Craig Peters 
and Elizabeth Harris Peters 
and was a resident of Alexan-
dria for the last 29 years.

He graduated from Elmer 
Myers High School in 1958 
and from Wilkes University 
in 1962. David was employed 
as an intelligence analyst 
at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency from 1967 to 2006. 
He served three years of ac-
tive duty in the U.S. Army, 
including time stationed in 
Stuttgart, Germany and over 
20 years in the U.S. Army Re-
serves.

He is survived by his 
three sons, Craig Peters, of 
Washington, D.C., Brian Pe-
ters, of Fair Oaks, California, 
and Kevin Peters, of David-
son, North Carolina, and by 
Jane King of Alexandria, his 
wife of nearly 29 years. He is 
also survived by his brothers 
William Peters of Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania, Alan Peters of 
Cathedral City, California, 
by his sister Susan Peters 
Daniels of Dallas, Pennsylva-
nia, and by his stepdaughter 
Kristin Brown and grand-
children: Robert, Julia, Sara, 
and Spencer Peters and Katie 
and Sophia Brown.

 David will be interred 
at Arlington National Cem-
etery at a date yet to be de-
termined. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be sent to the 
Animal Welfare League of 
Alexandria.

David Craig Peters

COURTESY PHOTO

Obituaries
will become available to join at 
6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 942 7644 2720
Password: 602979

Public comments will be 
received at the meeting. The 
public may submit comments in 
advance to Lia Niebauer at lia.
niebauer@alexandriava.gov or 
make public comments through 
the conference call on the day of 
the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2021-00121 PG
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 1215 and 1215 
½ Queen Street.
Applicant: Donald D. Devers

BAR #2021-00123 PG
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 1215 and 1215 ½ Queen 
Street.
Applicant: Donald D. Devers

BAR #2021-00125 PG
Request for alterations at 1213 
Queen Street.
Applicant: Donald D. Devers

BAR #2021-00139 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 24 Wolfe Street.
Applicant: 55 LLC

BAR #2021-00140 OHAD
Request for alterations at 24 
Wolfe Street.
Applicant: 55 LLC

BAR #2021-00143 PG
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 425 North 
Alfred Street.
Applicant: 425 North Alfred 
Street, LLC

BAR #2021-00142 PG
Request for alterations at 425 
North Alfred Street.
Applicant: 425 North Alfred 

Street, LLC

BAR #2021-00152 OHAD
Request for signage at 200 Com-
merce Street.
Applicant: Mutual Ice Holding 
Company, LLC.

BAR #2021-00165 OHAD
Request for alterations at 117 
Quay Street.
Applicants: Hans and Leslie 
Wechsel

BAR #2021-00170 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 610 South Lee 
Street.
Applicant: Cayley Tullman

BAR #2021-00168 OHAD
Request for alterations at 610 
South Lee Street.
Applicant: Cayley Tullman

BAR #2021-00174 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 405 South 
Washington Street.
Applicant: Robert Bentley 
Adams

BAR #2021-00175 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 405 South Washington 
Street.
Applicant: Robert Bentley 
Adams

Resolution Finding Need to 
Conduct the Board of Architec-
tural Review Electronically.

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed 
w/Free Trim Wrap Call 804-
739-8207 for MORE details! 

Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, 
Roofing, Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Pre-
pare now. Free 7-year extend-
ed warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions to reach Home-
owners. Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE
ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that 
get results! Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoli-
verattorneyva.com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 
Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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From Florida, to Texas, to New Jersey, to New York...I did not find my true home until I moved to Alexandria in 1989. Here is 

where I became part of a community. Not only where I live, but throughout my work and my involvement in organizations and 

activities in the city. 

If you are looking to give back to the Alexandria community, please consider participating in this year's Spring2ACTion 

campaign on April 28. For more information, please visit, WeAreAlexandria.com. 

Lisa Groover
REALTOR® | $20 MILLION + IN 2020

NVAR Platinum Top Producer  | Licensed in VA
m 703.919.4426 | LGroover@McEnearney.com | LisaGroover.com

1 0 9  S .  P I T T  S T R E E T,  A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  2 2 3 1 4  |  7 0 3 . 5 4 9 . 9 2 9 2  |  M C E N E A R N E Y. C O M  |  E Q U A L  H O U S I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y

Give where you Live. 
L IVE  WHERE YOU LOVE. 




