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INSIDE
Summer school

ACPS gears up for a 
primarily virtual sum-

mer session, starting 
in July. Although most 

students will remain 
virtual, certain pri-

oritized students will 
return in-person.

TimesTimesAlexandriaAlexandria

Former mayor emphasizes 
transparency, smart growth, 

environment

Incumbent mayor focuses on 
pandemic recovery, equity and 

infrastructure

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

JUSTIN WILSON RUNS 
FOR RE-ELECTION

ALLISON SILBERBERG 
AIMS TO RETAKE 
MAYOR’S SEAT

MAYOR AL PROFILES

2021

It was not Allison Silberberg’s inten-
tion to run for another term as mayor.

In fact, in a Jan. 30 email blast and 
Facebook post, Silberberg publicly stated 
she would not be entering the race. But 
then things changed. After Councilor Mo 
Seifeldein dropped out of the mayoral race 

Justin Wilson would be the first to tell 
you that his term as mayor has not gone 
as planned. 

When Wilson was elected in 2018, af-
ter defeating former Mayor Allison Silber-
berg in the 2018 Democratic primary by 
1,259 votes, he did so assuming that the 
biggest challenge he would have to face 
was the planned shutdown of the city’s 

SEE SILBERBERG | 11SEE WILSON | 6

INSIDE
Home profile

World-famous Scottish 
fiddler Bonnie Rideout 
and her husband Jesus 
Medrano have creat-
ed a tapestry of their 
personal history in their 
Old Town home full of 
hidden treasures.

 INSIDE INSIDE
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Summer in the DMV
Our Alexandria real estate experts are sharing some of their favorite summer 
activities for those who plan to stick around the DC area. We hope you 
enjoy our selections and won’t hesitate to get in touch should you need any 
additional recommendations - or real estate assistance. Happy Memorial Day! 

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com 
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

“Del Ray offers so many fun & free 
events in the summer, like First 
Thursdays and Taste of Del Ray. On 
Saturday mornings we like to stroll 
down Mt. Vernon Ave and visit the Del 
Ray Vintage & Flea Market then stop 
by the farmers market for a yummy 
breakfast sandwich!”

- Homes of Alexandria Team

“We like to go for a walk along the 
river in the evening with the dog and 
the kids. We take the bike path to 
Belle Haven Marina, cross the parkway 
and stop at the Custard Shack for a 
sweet treat before heading home. It’s 
the perfect summer evening!”

- Pia Taylor

“Being near the Alexandria waterfront 
is always a treat, and helps keep the 
humidity at bay! We also love to walk 
along the Mt. Vernon Trail and enjoy 
the scenery by the river.”
  
- The Goodhart Group

“We love to take the kids in to DC 
on the metro and cool off inside 
the museums (air conditioning is a 
great compliment to art, history, and 
culture!), or walk to the splash pad 
at Potomac Yards...and we can’t say 
enough about a good old-fashioned 
front yard sprinkler!     

- The Rivkin Group
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John Warner, a former 
five-term Republican U.S. 
senator known for his mod-
erate views and ability to 
find bipartisan support, died 
at his Alexandria home on 
Monday due to a heart ail-
ment. He was 94.

Born on Feb. 18, 1927, in 
Washington D.C., Warner 
grew up in the nation’s cap-
ital before enlisting in the 
U.S. Navy in 1945, right be-
fore he turned 18, and serv-
ing during World War II. 

Warner entered the Uni-
versity of Virginia Law 
School but put the brakes on 
his law school education and 
returned to military service, 
joining the Marine Corps in 
1950, after the start of the 
Korean War. He would even-
tually finish his law degree at 
George Washington Univer-
sity in 1953 and serve as an 
assistant U.S. attorney and 
private practice lawyer until 
he was appointed as Secre-
tary of the Navy in President 
Richard Nixon’s administra-
tion in 1972.

Warner first ran for a seat 
in the U.S. Senate in 1978. 

With his relatively moderate 
politics, Warner came in sec-
ond to the more conservative 
Richard Obenshain at the 
Virginia Republican Party 
convention. Obenshain ulti-
mately died in a plane crash 
two months into his first 
term as senator, and Warner 
replaced him.

At the time, Warner’s pol-
itics were not the only thing 
that made him notable: His 
relationship with actress 
Elizabeth Taylor, who he 
married in 1976, attracted 
some publicity as well. War-
ner would go on to divorce 
Taylor in 1982 and, in 2003, 
marry his wife Jeanne, who 
he remained married to until 
his death.

Throughout his five terms 
as senator, Warner at times 
differed from the more con-
servative majority of his par-
ty. As a result, he was known 
for being able to work across 
the isle with Democrats as 
well as Republicans. 

“John’s bipartisan spirit 
that put country and Com-
monwealth over party epito-
mizes what Virginians want 

in their leaders, and his fair-
mindedness and generosity 
were legend,” U.S. Rep. Don 
Beyer (D-VA) said in a state-
ment. “He was a lovely man, 
and I will miss him.”

Warner was a consistent 
supporter of gun control leg-
islation and was one of only 
three Republicans to sponsor 
a 10-year extension of the 
federal assault weapons ban 
in 2004.

He also supported the 
Roe v. Wade decision, al-
though he voted in favor 
of restrictions on abortion 
procedures. Warner voted to 
expand hate crime laws to 
include and protect those of 
different sexual orientations 
but later supported a consti-
tutional amendment to ban 
same sex marriage.

Drawing on his past mil-
itary experience, Warner 
remained committed to the 
country’s armed forces as a 
senator. He served as chair 
of the Senate Armed Forc-
es Committee and provided 
support to President George 

Celebrating 
40 Years in 
Alexandria

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

WEEKLY BRIEFINGWEEKLY BRIEFING

Longtime U.S. Senator 
John Warner dies at 94

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
(From left to right) Leslie Ariail, Sen. John Warner and former AHS Executive Director Katy Moss Warner 
at the 2006 American Horticulture Society gala at River Farm.

SEE WARNER | 4
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When’s the last time you saw your doctor?
From routine physicals to regular screenings such as cholesterol checks,
colonoscopies, and mammography, the need to maintain your health hasn’t
stopped, and neither has our care.

Learn more and make an appointment at inova.org/YourHealthFirst.

#SafeAtInova

SAFE VACCINES

SAFE PRACTICES SAFE SUPPLIES SAFE CLEANING SAFE CARE

SAFE LOCATIONS

W. Bush during the Iraq 
War. Although he support-
ed the war effort and led 
his party’s opposition to the 
Democrats’ attempt to with-
draw troops in 2007, Warner 
would eventually disagree 
with the subcommittee’s 
later support of increasing 
military force in Iraq.

Sometimes at odds with 
the rest of his party, War-
ner nonetheless supported 
every Republican presi-
dent during his time on the 
Senate: Ronald Reagan and 
both George H.W. Bush and 
George W. Bush.

“In Virginia, we expect 
a lot of our elected offi-
cials,” Sen. Mark Warner 
(D-VA), who unsuccess-
fully ran against Warner 
in 1996 and eventually 
took his place in 2009 af-
ter Warner retired, said in 
a statement. “We expect 
them to lead, yet remain 
humble. We expect them 

to serve, but with dignity. 
We expect them to fight 
for what they believe in, 
but without making it per-
sonal. John Warner was 
the embodiment of all that 
and more. I firmly believe 
that we could use more role 
models like him today.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFINGWEEKLY BRIEFING

Though it remains 
closed, on Tuesday the Al-
exandria Black History Mu-
seum launched an online 
exhibition titled “Preserv-
ing Their Names,” exact-
ly one year after George 
Floyd’s murder.

According to a news re-
lease, the exhibition photo-
graphs from the museum’s 
“Black Lives Remembered 
Collection” and documents 
ways in which the Alexan-
dria community responded 
to Floyd’s murder last May.

The public response at 
vigils and marches is doc-
umented in the exhibition 
through donated objects, 
digital photographs, artwork, 
poetry and prose. It also in-
cludes the “intimate, person-
al” thoughts of the lives im-
pacted by the event and other 
historic and future artifacts 

relating to racial terror, ac-
cording to the release. 

Community members 
may volunteer to take part 
in an oral history interview 
conducted by the Office of 
Historic Alexandria or sub-
mit comments and images 
of possible donations to the 

collection via the online col-
lecting initiative form at al-
exandriava.gov/115798.

To learn more about the 
“Preserving Their Names” ex-
hibition and the Alexandria 
Black History Museum, visit 
alexandria.gov/BlackHistory. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Online exhibit memorializes city’s 
response to George Floyd murder

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA BLACK HISTORY MUSEUM
The "Preserving Their Names" exhibition features donated objects 
from protests and vigils.

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Newly married couple, Senator 
John and Jeanne Warner at the 
Scottish Christmas’ walk.

WARNER  FROM | 3
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Every day has been a 
new challenge and a new 

opportunity for us, but I’m proud 
of how this city has pulled 
together and worked during this 
time and I’d like to think that I 
had something to do with the 
success that we’ve had here.”

– Justin Wilson,
mayor, Alexandria

MAYORAL PROFILE : JUSTIN WILSON

Metro stations in summer 
2019.

“I think the good news 
is we handled the adversity 
of that well,” Wilson said. 
“… All of that was great, but 
then, obviously, there’s been 
a couple other things that 
have happened in the last 
two and a half years.”

Among those “other 
things” have been a contro-
versial, community-splitting 
road change, intense floods 
and, of course, the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Wilson, who works as a 
senior director at Amtrak 
and lives in Del Ray with his 
wife and two children, said 
that due to those challeng-
es, particularly the pandem-
ic, this election is far from 
normal. Although he finds 
himself once again facing 
off against Silberberg in the 
June 8 Democratic primary, 
Wilson said the 2021 race is 
more about the future of the 
city than the political past.

“That’s the kind of lead-
ership I’ve brought, the pro-
active leadership to try to 
tackle difficult issues, and I 
think we cannot just pretend 
this is a normal election,” 
Wilson said. “This is a very 
significant set of choices 
for the public to ensure that 
we’re a community that is 
more resilient in the future.”

Wilson is a motor-mouthed 
policy obsessive whose 

monthly newsletter, which 
reaches more than 12,000 
people, delves into minute 
detail about everything from 
traffic to the city’s pandemic 
response. He first ran for and 
won a council seat in a 2007 
special election. Although he 
lost re-election in 2009, Wil-
son was elected in 2012 – the 
same year Silberberg became 
vice mayor – and then again in 
2015, when he was elected vice 
mayor in the same election 
where Silberberg captured the 
mayor's seat.

According to Wilson, the 
city’s pandemic recovery is 
at the forefront of his mind 
going into the election.

“Every day has been a new 
challenge and a new oppor-
tunity for us, but I’m proud 
of how this city has pulled 
together and worked during 
this time and I’d like to think 
that I had something to do 
with the success that we’ve 
had here,” Wilson said.

Despite the controversy 
that has swirled around some 
of Wilson’s votes as mayor, 
Wilson said he and council 
made significant progress 
on major projects, such as 
construction of the Potomac 
Yard Metro station, which is 
scheduled to open in spring 
2022, and approving a plan 
to redevelop the long vacant 
Landmark Mall site.

“[Landmark Mall] is not 
a plan on the shelf. It’s not 
a pipe dream,” Wilson said. 
“This is real, the financing 

is in place and we’re going 
to move ahead on this, and 
I think that’s a huge step for 
the city and one that I think 
is going to be transforma-
tional for the West End.”

Wilson also said he is 
proud of the investments 
the city has made in infra-
structure during his term as 
mayor – even if the impacts 
of those investments will not 
be felt for some time.

“I’ve made clear through-
out my 10 years on the council 
that we have underinvested in 
infrastructure, underinvested 
in capital, for a long, long time, 
and it is something we are 
playing a very painful game 
of catchup to address right 
now. And that work’s going to 
continue; it’s going to have to 
continue,” Wilson said.

For many residents, the 
word “infrastructure” has 
become synonymous with 
“stormwater,” as a series of 
intense storms resulted in 
flooding throughout the city 
over the last 24 months and 
have called attention to the 
city’s aging stormwater sys-
tem. According to Wilson, 
the recently adopted budget 
helps address those issues, 
particularly the recently 
doubled stormwater utility 
fee, which he helped pass. 

“Clearly, the last 24 
months have demonstrated 
that patience and a more ‘go 
it slow’ approach is not go-

WILSON FROM | 1

SEE WILSON | 9
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PENTAGON CITY
1300 Army Navy Dr. #623

Open Sunday 1-4pm 

Ingrid Mendez 703.731.0857
commercialmetro@gmail.com

$489,000| 2 Beds | 2 Baths

HOLLIN HALL VILLAGE
7938 Wellington Road 

SOLD

Leslie Atkinson 703.967.1471
leslie.atkinson@cbmove.com

$745,000 | 4 Beds | 2 Baths

OLD TOWN WEST
909 Madison St.

Pending

Catherine Foltz 703.626.6914
catherine.foltz@cbrealty.com

$1,095,000 | 3 Beds | 3.5 Baths

OLD TOWN
116 Prince St.

Open Sunday 2-4pm

Greg Doherty 703.408.5068
greg.doherty@cbmove.com

$2,300,000 | 5 Beds | 3.5 Baths

TAYLOR RUN
1431 Janneys Lane

Open Sunday 2-4pm

Greg Doherty 703.408.5068
greg.doherty@cbmove.com

$1,195,000| 3 Beds | 2 Baths

ROSEMONT
20 E. Oak St.

Pending 

Greg Doherty 703.408.5068
greg.doherty@cbmove.com

$1,800,000 | 5 Beds | 3.5 Baths

VILLAMAY
1210 Belle Vista Drive

Open Sunday 2-4pm

Betsy Grady 703.861.4941
betsy.grady@cbrealty.com

$1,069,900 | 5 Beds | 3 Baths

LAKE BARCROFT
6203 Beachway Drive

Pending

Mary Ann Burstein 703.850.0360
maryann.burstein@cbrealty.com

$850,000| 4 Beds | 2.5 Baths

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Alexandria Office 310 King Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300

WE ARE 
PROUD TO 
WELCOME

703.862.9019
allison.taimanglo@cbrealty.com

ALLISON TAIMANGLO
703.517.2219
david.brideau@cbrealty.com

DAVID BRIDEAU
571.354.9150
sisay.getu@cbrealty.com

SISAY GETU
703.593.6464
sophi.sandoval@cbrealty.com

SOPHI SANDOVAL

These 
Outstanding 
Agents to the 
Alexandria 
Office!
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Mary Ellen Rotondo | Licensed in VA & DC | 703.472.5454 | mrotondo@mcenearney.com
Darlene Duffett | Licensed in VA | 703.969.9015 | dduffett@mcenearney.com

109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity | *Represented the Buyer

6908 PARK TERRACE DR 2205 WINDSOR RD 2101 BELLE HAVEN RD* 111 PRINCE ST* 6 POTOMAC CT*
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Opening Doors to Fine Living
Fine Living Real Estate is pleased to welcome Darlene Duffett, REALTOR®,  

to its expanding real estate practice group.

Fine Living Real Estate offers unparalleled concierge service to buyers, sellers and investors. The combined 
consulting, marketing, and negotiation expertise of the group positions its clients for a rewarding experience 

with optimal results. As Alexandria residents, Mary Ellen and Darlene take pride in serving their clients and their 
community. Call them to put their expertise to work for you.
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ing to work for the residents 
who are really struggling 
with the repetitive impact 
of these flooding issues,” 
Wilson said. “We were able 
to muster a significant new 
investment in storm sewer 
infrastructure, and now we 
have to execute.”

One of those areas of 
need is Taylor Run, a major 
channel that runs parallel 
to a portion of King Street. 
Council paused proposed 
stream restoration projects 
on Taylor Run and Strawber-
ry Run amid environmental 
concerns raised by the com-
munity and the city’s own 
advisory group. Wilson said 
he is willing to explore oth-
er options, but that work will 
have to be done on the dam-
aged sewer infrastructure 
“no matter what.”

“In Taylor Run and Lucky 
Run, you have threatened 
sanitary sewer pipes that 
have the potential of being an 
environmental disaster, raw 
sewage pouring into a water-
way in the city. So, we have 
to fix that,” Wilson said. “… 
Now, whether it ends up be-
ing the ultimate stream res-
toration plan we had for both 
sites, I think that’s a conver-
sation we’re going to have.”

Outside of Wilson’s focus 

on the pandemic and infra-
structure, he said he remains 
committed to addressing the 
city’s dearth of early child-
hood education opportuni-
ties, which the pandemic has 
further highlighted.

“My hope is that we can 
continue to put the systems 
and the capacity in place to 
make it so that every child 
who starts kindergarten in the 
city has that early childhood 
experience,” Wilson said.

In order to address chal-
lenges like this, the city 
and Alexandria City Public 
Schools have been exploring 
ways to co-locate uses on ex-
isting or new sites, such as 
placing a teen wellness cen-
ter on a school site or placing 
a fire station below an apart-
ment complex. However, the 
conversation around co-lo-
cation, particularly co-locat-
ed housing on school sites, 
has sparked considerable op-
position from residents.

“I don’t think on school 
sites housing is the ideal 
co-location opportunity,” Wil-
son said. “I think it presents a 
lot of challenges, and I don’t 
think it’s where I would go.”

The pandemic serves as 
the backdrop for much of the 
incumbent mayor’s platform, 
but COVID-19 was not the 
only significant challenge 
Wilson and council faced over 
the last year. The murder of 
George Floyd and several oth-
er high-profile incidents of 
police brutality against Black 
men and women ignited a na-
tional and local conversation 
about systemic racism, police 
reform and equity. It is a con-
versation that hits close to 
home, Wilson said.

The son of a Black father 
and white mother, Wilson 
spoke at several Black Lives 
Matter protests in the city 
last year. He said the com-
munity was open to having 
those conversations but that 
there was some discomfort.

“The fact is that we have 
systems in place in our city 
that were put in place to en-

force inequity,” Wilson said. 
Wilson emphasized that 

the pandemic has only exac-
erbated those inequities and 
that he aims to “attack that 
at the root” by reevaluating 
specific city policies.

“It’s our zoning for hous-
ing effort and trying to look 

at how we do land use policy 
different to ensure we don’t 
reinforce patterns of segre-
gation that have existed for 
generations. It’s looking for 
more participatory budget 
processes, expanding early 
childhood education and out 
of school time,” Wilson said.

Part of that effort in-
volves reassessing the role 
police play in the communi-
ty. City Council established 
a community police review 
board that aims to provide 
oversight of the police de-

MAYORAL PROFILE : JUSTIN WILSON

“I don’t 
think on 

school sites 
housing is the 
ideal co-location 
opportunity. 
I think it 
presents a lot 
of challenges, 
and I don’t 
think it’s where 
I would go.”

– Justin Wilson, 
mayor, Alexandria

WILSON FROM | 6

SEE WILSON | 10
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WE’RE HERE!

Matthew McCarthy

Savings and service await you at your 
GEICO Local Offi  ce — right here in Alexandria! 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Homeowners, renters,and condo coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle andATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered 

service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2020. © 2020 GEICO. 20_541475041

703-236-1366  |  4617 Duke Street, Alexandria
geico.com/nova-metro  |  ¡Hablamos Español!

partment. But Wilson said 
the recently established 
co-response pilot program, 
which sends a mental health 
professional out with officers 
during mental health-related 
calls, is just as valuable.

“We have an amazing 
police department – well 
qualified, well trained and 
in many ways the antithe-
sis of what we’re seeing in 
other departments around 
the country – but ultimately 
you use the police to do the 
things that they’re good at 
and don’t use them in situa-
tions where they don’t have 
that expertise,” Wilson said.

Wilson’s term as mayor has 
not been without divisive de-
cisions and contentious votes. 

The specter of Wilson’s 
vote to approve the Seminary 
Road Diet looms large in the 
minds of some residents, many 
of whom consistently and 
publicly criticize Wilson on 

the Bring Integrity Back to Al-
exandria Facebook page. They 
argue Wilson lacks transpar-
ency and is dismissive of res-
ident concerns, a sentiment 
echoed by his opponent.

While Silberberg has ar-
gued for returning the 0.9-
mile stretch of Seminary Road 
to four travel lanes, Wilson 
said “it would be irresponsible 
to spend money on ripping out 

pedestrian crossings.”
“I just don’t think that’s 

a high priority for city gov-
ernment right now,” Wilson 
added.

Politics are local. Wheth-

er it is a new parking sign or 
a 100-year-flood, council’s 
decisions directly impact 
the city’s engaged and out-
spoken citizenry. But Wilson 
said he believes the city’s 
politics have become more 
mean-spirited over the last 
decade. Acknowledging that 
some of his choices on the 
dais have rubbed some resi-
dents the wrong way, Wilson 
said it’s been difficult to see 
that tonal shift happen.

“One thing that has frus-
trated me … is over 10 plus 
years on the council I feel like 
our discourse has become 
courser, has become meaner, 
and I have been frustrated by 
my inability to fix that,” Wil-
son said. “… Sometimes I’m 
going to make decisions that 
you like and sometimes I’m 
going to make decisions that 
you dislike, but my hope is that 
on the next issue we can work 
together and try to find an ap-
proach we can all agree with.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

MAYORAL PROFILE : JUSTIN WILSON

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEINI
Mayor Justin Wilson.
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because of a Hatch Act con-
flict and another challenger 
failed to materialize, Silber-
berg followed what she called 
“tsunami of support” and en-
tered the race on March 25.

Now, with the June 8 Dem-
ocratic primary just around 
the corner, the former may-
or finds herself once again 
facing off against Justin Wil-
son, Alexandria’s incumbent 
mayor to whom she lost her 
re-election bid in 2018.

Silberberg, a writer who 
is a long-time resident of Al-
exandria’s Parkfairfax neigh-
borhood, said her decision to 
re-enter the world of council 
politicking came down to a 
concern for where the city 
is headed and her open crit-
icism of Wilson’s leadership.

“The city must certainly 
continue to thrive and pros-
per, but we must also do so 
with respect for our diverse 
neighborhoods, our diverse 
people, our environment and 
for our numerous historic 
districts and respect for dif-
ference of opinion,” Silber-
berg said. “The tenor of our 
city has changed in the last 
couple of years. I entered the 
race because I feel that I’m 

here to help right the ship, 
but also bring a steady hand 
and listen and build common 
ground among the different 
points of view.”

Silberberg said she is still 
proud of what she achieved 
during her time as mayor, 
including increasing funding 
for schools, tripling the ded-
icated funding for affordable 
housing, increasing the tree 
canopy and seeing three new 
schools open in the city –
Ferdinand T. Day Elementary 
School, the Early Childhood 
Center and Patrick Henry 
pre-K-8 School – and that 
she wants to push those ef-
forts even further.

In many ways, Silberberg 
has not changed her platform 
since she was first elected 
mayor in 2015. Anyone who 
voted in that election will 
likely recognize and under-
stand her priorities: environ-
mental preservation, “smart 
growth,” transparency, eth-
ics and accountability in lo-
cal government.

While Silberberg’s mes-
sage has not changed much, 
the context in which that 
message is received has. Wil-
son’s first term as mayor has 
rubbed some residents the 
wrong way and has left some, 
like those involved in the vo-
cal Bring Integrity Back to 
Alexandria Facebook group, 
questioning their local gov-
ernment’s transparency. 

“Alexandria deserves a 
leader with a demonstrated 
track record when it comes to 
transparency and ethics and 
the truth, and I’m the mayor 
that can be trusted,” Silber-
berg said.

As much as Silberberg 
discussed her vision for the 
city, she just as often criti-
cized Wilson. Her statements 
mark the continuation of a 
contentious relationship that 
has been ongoing since the 
two were elected to council 
in 2012, when Silberberg re-
ceived the most votes to be-
come vice mayor in her first 
bid for public office, while 

Wilson was re-elected after 
losing his council seat in the 
2009 election.

In this election, pur-
posefully or not, Silberberg 
has come to represent the 
frustrations that a sizeable 
number of residents have 
expressed toward Wilson 

about a variety of issues. 
Most notably, for Silberberg, 
the Seminary Road Diet and 
Wilson’s handling of the con-
troversial decision remains a 
sticking point. The road diet 
reduced a 0.9-mile stretch of 
the arterial road from four 
to two through lanes with a 

center turning lane and also 
implemented bike lanes.

Silberberg said she would 
aim to restore the deleted 
travel lanes to Seminary Road, 
even if the change would re-
quire additional costs.

ALLISONFORALEXANDRIA.COM
Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Allison Silberberg.

DEMOCRAT

ALLISON
SILBERBERG

for MAYOR
A MAYOR YOU CAN TRUST

VOTEJUNE
8 TH

   Push for Smart Growth and  
prevent out-of-scale overbuilding.

   Invest in infrastructure and  
stop the flooding.

    Protect our limited school properties from  
housing and fully fund our schools.

     Build a Covid-19 economic recovery that supports 
small businesses.

    Save the forests of Taylor Run, Strawberry Run,  
and Lucky Run. Protect our environment.

     Restore transparency and  
adopt meaningful ethics reform.

AS YOUR  
MAYOR, I WILL:

VOTE for Ethical 
Leadership. 
Early voting has started.

MAYORAL PROFILE : ALLISON SILBERBERG

The tenor 
of our city 

has changed in 
the last couple of 
years. I entered 
the race because 
I feel that I’m 
here to help right 
the ship, but also 
bring a steady 
hand and listen 
and build common 
ground among 
the different 
points of view.”

–Allison Silberberg,
former mayor, Alexandria

SILBERBERG FROM | 1

SEE SILBERBERG | 12
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The former mayor argued 
that the lane reduction has 
created complications for 

ambulance drivers heading 
to Inova Alexandria Hospi-
tal, but said her chief concern 
remains what she sees as the 
mayor’s dismissal of resident 
concerns during the process.

“As mayor, I would restore 
the vital travel lanes to Sem-
inary Road. One of the big-
gest arguments about that 
was, ‘If you vote against this, 
you’re against public safety,’ 
but nothing could be further 
from the truth. That’s just a 
total distortion,” Silberberg 
said. “Who does that, as the 
leader of our city? By our 

city’s own data, it was one of 
the safest streets in our city. 
So, does the city’s leadership, 
meaning the mayor, only 
look at data when it supports 
his position?”

The city’s treatment of 
the Seminary Road Diet re-
mains one example of what 
Silberberg said is an ongoing 
lack of transparency in the 
city. Silberberg aims to build 
on her previous ethics initia-
tive, which resulted in some 
ethics reform, but which Sil-
berberg believes should have 
gone further.

“I came out, in 2016, with 
an ethics initiative. Who led 
the effort to water it down? 
Then Vice Mayor Wilson,” 
Silberberg said. “We did pass 
something. That was good, 
but it wasn’t everything I 
wanted. That’s OK: You take 
what you can and you build 
upon it. We’d want to build 
upon that.”

Alexandria City Public 
Schools’ capacity challenges 
also remain a priority for Sil-
berberg.

“One of our biggest issues 
is school capacity, which 
means we have a lot of chil-
dren – this is a good thing. 
But we want to make sure 
that they have room to grow 
and learn,” Silberberg said.

In order to maximize 
the land available for future 
school building, Silberberg 
argued that the city should 
not pursue co-location of 
housing, affordable or other-
wise, on school properties. 

Silberberg pointed to a 
preliminary examination of 
potential co-located housing 

Join us at this live webinar event. You’ll hear from an MS expert speaker and from someone
living with MS.
 

Daniel Hardy, MD
Neurological Associates

 
Event ID: 21560

 

Date:
Monday, June 07, 2021
 
Time:
12:00 PM EST to 1:30 PM EST

 

Register today at http://biib.mobi/21560 or call 1-866-955-9999
Monday-Friday from 9 am to 6 pm ET.

maidservicesinc.com

Cell and Text:  
703 629-9977

 Office:
703-560-6243

Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.

• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Bruce Elton
Owner
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As mayor, I would restore 
the vital travel lanes to 

Seminary Road. One of the biggest 
arguments about that was, ‘If 
you vote against this, you’re 
against public safety,’ but nothing 
could be further from the truth. 
That’s just a total distortion.”

–Allison Silberberg,
former mayor, Alexandria

SILBERBERG FROM | 11

SEE SILBERBERG | 13
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that was briefly included as 
part of a presentation during 
the early stages of the Doug-
las MacArthur Elementary 
School rebuild. The slide, 
which was later removed 
from the presentation, ex-
amined potential co-location 
options and was not a final 
design, but it created an up-
roar among the public.

“I’ll protect our limited 
school properties from co-lo-
cation of housing,” Silber-
berg said. “If we want to have 
a teen wellness center on the 
school property, I’m all for 
that. That’s not what co-lo-
cation of housing is about. 
This is about having housing 
while we need this land for 
our school kids.”

Outside of school sites, 
Silberberg expressed support 
for creating additional afford-
able housing, particularly in 
Chirilagua, where skyrocket-
ing housing prices due to the 
arrival of Amazon is putting 
pressure on residents. At the 
same time, Silberberg said 
that any additional affordable 
housing developments need 
to be considered alongside 
their potential infrastructure 
impacts.

“There’s a strong need 
for it; I’m fully committed 
to it. When we vote on any 
development, whether it’s 
for affordable or workforce 
housing or market rate, we 
need to look at how it will 
have an impact in terms of 
various infrastructure con-
cerns. That might be the 
pipes, as I call them, or it 
might be parking, it might 
be schools. All of the above,” 
Silberberg said.

This represents Silber-
berg’s overall approach to 
development, what she terms 
a “smart growth” approach. 
In considering development, 
the former mayor said she 
first and foremost assesses 
whether a project will fit ar-
chitecturally and infrastruc-
turally in a specific neigh-

borhood.
“I’m fully committed to 

pursuing thoughtful, appro-
priate development that fits 
in and is to scale,” Silberberg 
said. “… It means developing 
sites, but preventing out-of-
scale overbuilding. It’s about 
our neighborhoods all across 
the city and in terms of infra-
structure.”

Like most candidates 
in the Democratic primary 
this year, Silberberg is also 
focused on addressing the 
increasingly intense flood-
ing events that have hit the 
city over the last two years. 
She said she has been hor-
rified by the stories she has 
heard from residents which 
range from sewage bubbling 
up from toilets and bathtubs 
during a storm to one report 
of a woman having to be res-
cued from her car.

During her tenure as may-
or, Silberberg helped imple-
ment the original stormwa-
ter utility fee, which council 
recently doubled to help fund 
large-scale investments in 
stormwater infrastructure. 
According to Silberberg, the 
money generated by that fee 
was diverted away from sole-
ly addressing stormwater is-
sues, which has exacerbated 
the issue.

“We as a council had 
approved unanimously a 
stormwater fee, but [the 
city] used it for different 
needs,” Silberberg said. 
“They weren’t doing the 
core maintenance in our city 
also, in terms of culverts. 
This would be a very top pri-
ority.”

While Silberberg ac-
knowledged the city has 
made recent investments to 
address flooding in the city, 
she said the city was slow to 
take action as residents faced 
the consequences.

“The strike force team 
was established after the 
third localized flooding. 
A lot of communities have 
flash flooding – we know 
that – but we have to do 

better,” Silberberg said. “… 
Our residents should not be 
fearful every time we have a 
big rainstorm. It’s just basic, 
core infrastructure.”

As the Democratic prima-

ry gets ever closer, Silberberg 
aims not only to differentiate 
herself from her opponent but 
point a way forward for the 
city. Whether she is tackling 
climate change or taking on 

Wilson, Silberberg said she is 
here to fight for her city.

“I love Alexandria, and 
our city is worth fighting 
for,” Silberberg said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Working for a  
Better Alexandria

• Stop Flooding
• More Affordable Housing
• Invest in Infrastructure & Schools
• Fund Universal Pre-K
• Address issues of equity

Democrat for Alexandria City Council
Mark Leo Shiffer 
Paid for by Friends of Mark Shiffer

Visit www.markshiffer.info 
for more information

MAYORAL PROFILE : ALLISON SILBERBERG

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEINI
Former Mayor Allison Silberberg.
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Hi, my name is Coco, and I’m a barrel of fun.  I love to play with 
toys, cuddle with my favorite people and learn new tricks. I’m one 
year old! I may not be able to see you, but I  know what I’m looking 

for in a  best friend.

Did I mention I’m blind?  People think it’s a big deal, but I don’t mind. 
I just need a new home with someone to love me.. could it be you?

adopt@alexandriaanimals.org.
703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

~ Hi, I’m Coco! ~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Because everyone  
deserves a home.”

Highland Eco Pest Control 
Locally Owned | Eco-Friendly

703.739.2847 | www.highlandecopest.com

We kill mosquitoes, not bees!
Mention this ad for $20 off your  
first treatment!

Here's to your  Here's to your  
Mosquito-Free Summer!Mosquito-Free Summer!

Virtual learning for all 
and in-person learning 
for selected students 
will start in July
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Virtual learning will con-
tinue for the majority of Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
students during the Summer 
Learning for All program, 
which is scheduled to begin 
in July. An in-person instruc-
tion option will be available 
for certain prioritized groups 
of students.

Summer learning for pre-K 
through eighth grade will run 
from July 6 to Aug. 12, and an 
additional virtual program 
for selected students will 
take place from Aug. 2 to 12. 
For high school students, the 
program will be offered from 

July 6 to 30.
A Summer Learning Choice 

form gauging student par-
ticipation that was sent out 
to parents May 11 closed on 
Monday and garnered more 
than 7,000 responses. 

At the May 20 School Board 
meeting, staff indicated that 
ACPS jumped from 375 sum-
mer school applicants to 400. 

At the same time, it had not 
yet reached the goal of re-
cruiting 500 to 600 licensed 
staff. At that time, ACPS 
had made 255 total staff se-
lections with 150 completed 
offers. They have exceeded 
their goal of 60 to 70 support 
personnel. 

ACPS Director of Recruit-
ment and Retention Sandra 
Hardeman said staff is con-
tinuing to recruit teachers by 
posting on online job boards, 
sending a short question-
naire to measure employee 
interest and reaching out to 
past external staff. 

While ACPS can incen-
tivize teachers to teach 
during the summer, it can-
not require it, as the summer 

ACPS gears up 
for summer learning

FILE PHOTO

SEE ACPS | 16

SANDRA 
HARDEMAN
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Vote for Allison Silberberg
A Mayor You Can Trust 

EARLY VOTING HAS STARTED.  |  ALLISONFORALEXANDRIA.COM  | Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Allison Silberberg.

FOR MORE 
CAMPAIGN 
DETAILS...

WHERE DO THE Y STAND?
*DNA: The candidate either did not answer or answered the question with caveats, outside the given format.

Kirk 
McPike

Patrick
Moran

Bill
Rossello

Mark
Shiffer

Meronne
Teklu

DNA No No DNA Yes

DNA DNA Environment Environment Development

DNA DNA No DNA Yes

DNA Yes Yes Yes Yes

DNA DNA No No Yes

DNA DNA No No Yes

DNA DNA Yes Yes No

DNA 8 10 10 10

DNA DNA Yes No No

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Age: 50
Occupation: Alexandria city 
councilwoman

AMY 
JACKSON

Justin answered only 4 out of 
the 10 questions. He chose not  
to answer the other 6 questions, 
and that is why it says “DNA” or 
“Did Not Answer.”*  

Voters have a right to know  the 
positions of candidates before 
casting their ballot. 

Allison is transparent, 
straightforward, and a 
mayor you can trust.  

VOTE FOR ALLISON.

Alexandria voters deserve
straight answers. 
Allison answered all 10 questions 
about critical issues for the 
Alexandria Times Voter Guide.  

Amy James Kirk 
McPike

DNA

DNA

DNA

DNA

DNA

DNA

DNA

DNA

DNA

Yes

  ALLISONFORALEXANDRIA.COM    ALLISONFORALEXANDRIA.COM  ||

Bill
Campbell

Canek 
Aguirre

Allison
Silberberg

Sarah
Bagley

Justin
Wilson

John
Chapman

Alyia
Gaskins

Kevin 
Harris

Amy
Jackson

James
Lewis

No

Environment

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

9

Yes

Yes

Do you agree with City Manager 
Mark Jinks' goal of significantly 
increasing Alexandria's density? 
Yes or No.

Do you prioritize environmental 
preservation or development more? 
Both are important, but which is 
more important?

Should the city proceed with “natural 
channel design” at Taylor Run? Yes 
No.

Is further ethics reform needed in 
Alexandria? Yes or No.

Are density waivers for developers 
the best way to increase the city’s 
affordable housing stock? Yes or No.

Do you favor further road diets on 
Alexandria’s streets? Yes or No.

Do you think the .9 mile stretch 
of Seminary Road where a road 
diet was implemented should be 
returned to four lanes? Yes or No.

On a scale of one to 10, with one 
lowest and 10 highest, how much 
does resident input, particularly from 
those most impacted by decisions, 
influence your position on issues?

Should City Council require Alexan-
dria City Public Schools to return to 
full inperson learning this fall in order 
to receive full funding? Yes or No.

Does the city need to improve its 
communications with residents? 
Yes or No.

Allison
Silberberg

Justin
Wilson

No DNA

Environment Environment

No DNA

Yes Yes

No DNA

No DNA

Yes No

8 DNA

Yes DNA

Yes Yes

Age: 50
Occupation: Alexandria city 
councilwoman

AMY 
JACKSON

SOURCE:
*  Alexandria Times, 

5/20/21, page 24.

VOTEJUNE
8TH
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months fall outside teachers’ 
contract time. 

As a way to motivate em-
ployees to teach over the 
summer, staff offered those 
who commit to working 
in-person an incentive of 
$500 every two weeks as a 
one-time bonus. Those who 
commit will be able to work 

specific blocks of the sum-
mer months rather than con-
secutively so as to preserve 
flexibility. 

According to staff, as of 
May 19, 128 teachers have left 
ACPS during the 2020-2021 
school year. Fifteen have re-
signed, 31 have retired, 15 
had a temporary contract, 26 
resigned due to relocation, 
17 resigned due to other em-

ployment and 24 resigned 
due to personal reasons. 

While the total turnover 
number is currently less than 
the 186 teachers who left 
during the 2019-2020 school 
year, five weeks still remain 
for the 2020-2021 school year. 

At the May 20 meeting, 
Superintendent Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings Ed.D. encouraged 
school staff to continue prac-

ticing “self-care,” acknowl-
edging their day-to-day 
efforts. He also advocated 
for employees to assist with 
summer learning if they are 
available and willing. 

“We understand that some 
of our staff – they are ex-
hausted, and they just can’t do 
it. And we get that, but we also 
know that our students need 
some support too, so we’re 
asking for them to continue to 
work with us over the summer. 
We have a lot of flexibility for 
that,” Hutchings said. 

According to ACPS Exec-
utive Director of Instruc-
tional Support Gerald Mann, 
schools are using a multi-
tiered approach of support 
called the prioritization ma-
trix to identify students who 
would most benefit from 
social-emotional academ-
ic learning support over the 
summer and would be in-
vited to in-person learning. 
The goal, Mann said, is to 
“engage, enrich and prepare 

students” for August 2021. 
“ACPS made the decision 

to end concurrent teaching 
at the close of the tradition-
al school year,” Mann said in 
an interview. “Ending con-
current teaching allows us 
to focus on one modality of 
teaching this summer.”

However, some ACPS par-
ents contest that staff went 
back on previous state-
ments that seemed to imply 
summer in-person learning 

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

REMEMBER PLANNING  
A HAPPY HOUR  
WITH FRIENDS?
AT HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA,   
it could be today.

With one of the highest vaccination rates in the region, 
our beautiful retirement community is getting back  
into the swing of things in Alexandria.

READY TO JOIN US?  LET’S CHAT.

703 797 380 0 |  HERMITAGENOVA .ORG 
50 0 0 FAIRBANKS AV ENUE |  ALE X ANDRIA , VA 22311
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We understand that some of 
our staff – they are exhausted, 

and they just can’t do it. And we 
get that, but we also know that our 
students need some support too, so 
we’re asking for them to continue 
to work with us over the summer. 
We have a lot of flexibility for that.”

– Dr. Gregory Hutchings Ed.D., 
superintendent, ACPS

GERALD 
MANN
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People are switching 
for great reasons:

Make the switch.  
At a branch,  
by video or online

THE SWITCH IS ON!

AtlanticUnionBank.com

The savings of REALLY 
Free Checking
The convenience of  
Video Appointments
The peace of mind of  
Debit Card Controls

For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards

#1 in Customer 
Satisfaction 
with Consumer  
Banking in the  
Mid-Atlantic Region

would be available for ev-
ery student back in a March 
Zoom meeting.

Parent Carly Blakelock 
Robb said she has been look-
ing forward to in-person 
summer education specifi-
cally because her kindergart-
ener has never set foot inside 
a school, and her fifth grad-
er will be attending middle 
school next year.

“I wanted to use summer 
school as a chance for my ris-
ing middle schooler to get a 
feel for her new school, and 
I wanted my kindergartener 
to maybe have somewhat of 
a kindergarten experience 
before she started in first 
grade,” Blakelock Robb said. 

Blakelock Robb purpose-
fully did not make summer 
plans for the month of July 
in order for her kids to par-
ticipate in summer in-person 
learning. 

According to Blakelock 
Robb, the problem isn’t so 
much that a prioritization 
matrix will be utilized to en-
roll only certain students for 
in-person learning or that 
staffing might be an issue. 
The perceived lack of trans-
parency and accountability 
is what Blakelock Robb said 
angers her the most.

Mann said enrolling in 
summer learning – albeit vir-
tual for most – is still valuable 
and will help to “combat the 
summer slide.” Participating 
students in pre-K through 
eighth grade will receive ma-
terials prior to going home for 

the summer to augment their 
virtual experience. 

Activities for pre-K through 
fourth grade include learn-
ing activity kits that contain 
hands-on resources and ma-
terials for students to practice 
and apply academic skills.

Students currently in 
grades five through eight will 
experience a LitCamp Flex 
program, intended to develop 
their reading, writing, speak-
ing and listening skills while 
participating in discussions. 
Each student will receive five 
to seven books, have access 
to an e-book library of over 
2,500 books and investigate 
community issues culminat-
ing in a public demonstration 
of what they learned. 

High school students will 
have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in credit recovery or 
new credit courses, as well 
as enrichment opportunities 
listed on the ACPS website. 

Summer learning is avail-
able for all students current-
ly enrolled in ACPS, with 
most opportunities free aside 
from new courses at the high 
school level.

Beginning in July, most 
summer learning programs 
will be offered four days a 
week, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
for pre-K through eighth 
grade and 7:45 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. for high schoolers. 

“This timeframe for fam-
ilies and staff  [will allow 
them] to still have a well-
earned break, but also en-
gage in new learning experi-
ences,” Mann said.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

At Silverado our focus is on  
our resident quality of LIFE  
providing personalized  
engagement programs in  
an open and thriving  
atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with  Memory Loss

Real People
Really Living
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Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the 
news every week. Please show them your thanks by 

patronizing their businesses.

I wanted to use summer 
school as a chance for my 

rising middle schooler to get a feel 
for her new school, and I wanted 
my kindergartener to maybe have 
somewhat of a kindergarten experience 
before she started in first grade.”

– Carly Blakelock Robb,
parent, ACPS
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Give it 
a Shot!

Wear a mask.

#VaxALX

Protect Yourself & Your Community.
The Alexandria Times encourages all 
residents to get the COVID-19 
vaccine when available.

ALEXANDRIA 
OUTDOOR POOL 

SCHEDULE

FILE IMAGE

With Memorial Day weekend just around the corner, the start of summer is almost 
here. As COVID-19 vaccination numbers increase and cases decrease in Alexandria, 
the city is slowly reopening operations that will make this summer feel like a return to 
something approximating normalcy. That means residents can expect the city’s pools 
to be back in operation, with some restrictions.

Local and state guidelines recommend maintaining at least 10 feet of physical 
distance between swimmers, and pool operations may change as those guidelines are 
adjusted over the summer months. 

Residents can now register for summer water aerobics, swim classes and swim 
teams. To register, visit www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation.

For more information on individual pools or the city’s overall aquatics programs, 
visit https://www.alexandriava.gov/Aquatics.

CHARLES HOUSTON 
RECREATION CENTER MEMORIAL POOL

With a beach entry and spray features, the smaller Charles Houston Recreation 
Center Memorial Pool is well suited for families with young children and those 
seeking aquatic therapy. This pool has a maximum capacity of 45 guests, and, 
as a result, is limited to residents who are 13 years old or younger and their 
parents or guardians. There is a free parking lot on-site and a DASH bus stop 
located one block away.  
Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. 
Location: 901 Wythe St.

OLD TOWN POOL

A staple of Old Town summers, the Old Town Pool features an eight-lane, 25-yard 
lap pool with a diving well. There is also a separate training pool, which ranges 
from one to three feet deep, for young swimmers up to 42 inches – or 3’5” – tall. 
The pool has a picnic area and tot playground and a free parking lot on site. 
Hours: Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m. to 7:45 p.m.; Friday, 7 a.m. to 5:45 
p.m., Saturday and Sunday 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
Location: 1609 Cameron St.

POTOMAC YARD INTERACTIVE FOUNTAIN

Tucked between two playgrounds, the Potomac Yard Interactive Fountain includes 
36 water jets with programmed sequences and special effects just for nighttime. 
The fountain is also eco-friendly, treating and recycling water to allow for reduced 
water use. Shoes must be worn at all times while using the fountain. The fountain 
officially reopens on May 29. 
Hours: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily 
Location: 2501 Potomac Ave.

WARWICK POOL

Tucked between two playgrounds, the Potomac Yard Interactive Fountain in-
cludes 36 water jets with programmed sequences and special effects just for 
nighttime. The fountain is also eco-friendly, treating and recycling water to allow 
for reduced water use. Shoes must be worn at all times while using the foun-
tain. The fountain officially reopens on May 29. 
Hours: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily 
Location: 2501 Potomac Ave.
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World-class fiddler tells personal stories through interior décor of Old Town home

BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Flooding the living room with light, the windows of Bonnie Rideout and Jesus Medrano's home overlook the Potomac River, a nearby playground and the Wilkes Street Tunnel.

Shine a light
Panoramic views overlooking the Potomac 

River, a tabletop handcrafted from burled 
maple and landscape paintings decorating 
the walls like ornaments are just some of the 
many flourishes that bring renowned Scottish 
fiddler Bonnie Rideout and husband Jesus Me-
drano's home to life.

When they bought their Old Town brick 

townhouse in 2009, the couple knew immedi-
ately that they wanted to imbue it with light 
and nature. 

“We wanted to bring the outside in,” Bonnie 
said. “You just walk in and it opens up right 
into the park. … We just wanted it to be about 
outdoors.”

CLOSE HOMETO

HOME 
PROFILE

SEE FIDDLER | 20
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Both the home’s story-
book aesthetic and inter-
twining of indoors and out-
doors contribute to a place 
that Jesus and Bonnie’s 
daughter, Clarice, called 
“truly their dream home.”

But the home didn’t al-
ways look so bright and spa-
cious. While Bonnie, who 
has recorded 15 solo albums, 
written seven music books 
and been nominated for three 
Grammy awards in her storied 
music career, said they were 
instantly enamored with the 
space itself, the couple didn’t 
officially move in until a year 
and a half after the purchase 
due to a series of renovations 
meant to breathe life into 
their bold vision.

Originally, upon walking 
into the house, one would 
have encountered a hall-
way, a closet to the left and a 
wall that led to a “little tiny 
dining room,” according to 
Bonnie. Tucked back around 
a corner was the entire kitch-
en, which is currently where 
the pantry is located. The 
bathroom was situated in the 
middle of the room, before 
the main living room. 

Jesus and Bonnie had that 
wall torn out and replaced 
with two pristine white pil-
lars and several archways. 
They also added expansive 
bay windows to every floor. 
To walk into the house now 
is to walk into a wide open, 
light-soaked space. 

“There’s enough privacy, 
but there’s a very thin veil 
between us and the space 
outside,” Bonnie said. “ … 
And we just didn’t want peo-
ple too distracted by all our 
items; it’s a simple place.”

While simplicity was an 
important goal for the home, 
so was intentionality. It is all 
about the little things: The 
doorknobs on the first floor 
are iron, the doorknobs on 
the second floor are brass 
and the third are crystal. 

The wall colors follow a 
similar pattern, becoming 
lighter as elevation increas-
es: The lower levels are com-
posed of grays and beiges, 
and the upstairs palette is a 
mix of pale blues and creams. 

Meticulously detailed 
paintings hang in almost 
every room, many of which 
are from contemporary local 

 Union   Square
Union Square salutes the 

efforts our doctors, nurses 
and first responders 

fighting Covid-19.
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.

Elegant, spacious, 19th c ballroom in the heart of 
Old Town-the perfect place for a micro-wedding 

& socially distant entertaining!
Now accepting summer & fall bookings.

571-263-9805  |  bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online atVisit Alexandria Unique 
venues and on Wedding Wire.

UnionUnionSquareSquare

915 King St, Alexandria
703-684-1435

Sale ends 
May 31
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PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Bonnie and Jesus added large bay windows to every level. Bonnie often plays her fiddle on the 
deck.

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
One of the features that drew Bonnie to the home was an oppor-
tunity for a raised-bed garden, where she grows everything from 
potatoes to parsley.
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At M & M we design kitchens to meet YOUR 
specific needs. That’s what ‘custom’ truly means, 
right! No extra walking, bending, or reaching 
when working in your kitchen. Every cabinet 
has a convenience feature that delivers real 
usefulness that will look beautiful for many years. 
Our resident expert, Rory Callaghan, has decades 
of kitchen planning experience. He will guide you 
through a truly enjoyable remodeling experience.

Thoughtful Design  
Makes Your Life Better

817 S. WASHINGTON ST.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314
(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please send all inquiries to  
roryc@mandmappliance.com
or call or text Rory’s cell 301-537-3515

& CABINETS

HOME PROFILE

artists. The painter of a park-
way piece above their bed, for 
instance, was a French wom-
an named Yvette St. Laurent 
who lived in the couple’s 
neighborhood and contribut-
ed several works to the Hunt-
ley Meadows Nature Center 
and the American Horticul-
tural Society. 

Another artist featured 
in Bonnie and Jesus’ home 
also happens to be Bonnie’s 
uncle, William Black. The 
first-floor walls double as a 
large backdrop for the 19th 
century illustrator’s black 
and white etchings of his 
travels through Edinburgh 
and Paris. 

As a nod to Jesus’ Hondu-
ran roots and travel excur-
sions, Mayan artifacts and 
trinkets adorn many shelves 
in the house. This connection 
to Central America engen-
dered the couple's formation 

of the Celtino Foundation 
in 2001, which is a nonprof-
it that has built 52 primary 
schools and organizes yearly 
medical brigades in rural ar-
eas of Honduras . Meanwhile 
the downstairs bathroom 
features fluorescent vani-
ty lights akin to a backstage 
dressing room, referencing 
Bonnie’s experience as a cel-

ebrated performer and Scot-
tish fiddler. Several of her 
past performance posters are 
pasted to a wall that is also 
buried under signatures from 
friends who have passed 
through the home.

“It was just so funky be-
cause it’s so 1970s, and when 
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PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Artist William Black, Bonnie's uncle, drew black and white etchings 
of his travels through Edinburgh and Scotland that decorate the 
downstairs walls.

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Mayan artifacts to honor Jesus' Honduran roots adorn the shelves.
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Select from a variety of floor plans and views

Stretch your muscles and your brain with fitness classes, art classes, book clubs, 
wine tastings, lectures and even brain health programming

Savor delicious meals from three onsite restaurants

Safeguard your future with guaranteed access to high-quality health care

Experience the advantages of our location, only minutes from Old Town Alexandria 
and Washington, D.C.

Experience Vitality & Value
at Goodwin House Alexandria!

High-value, affordable apartments 
are available for a limited time! 
Contact us to learn more!

Move by July 15 and 
receive personalized floor 
planning, rightsizing and 
move services – Free!

Social Enjoyment

Health & Wellness

Purposeful Living Creative Expression

703-578-7201  •  info@GoodwinHouse.org
GoodwinHouse.org

Live your best life with all this and more:
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I walked in there, I thought, 
‘My god, this looks exact-
ly like the backstage of the 
Birchmere,’ where I played for 
years,” Bonnie said. “When 
you’re a performer, the walls 

backstage at all these places 
you’re traveling are signed 
by musicians who have per-
formed there, … so I thought, 
‘How fun would this be?’”

A trip into the kitchen 
leads to one of Bonnie’s most 
precious possessions: a tile 
fish painting that sits direct-
ly above the stovetop. Lined 
with stones Bonnie procured 
herself from her home state of 
Maine, the painting depicts a 
combination of mackerel and 
rockfish. Bonnie sent draw-
ings she created to Rhode 
Island artist Pat Warwick, 
and the two worked closely to 
flesh out the concept, colors 
and tiles, which were bought 
locally on Union Street.

Creative, personal touch-
es like these fulfilled the 
couple’s vision to make their 
house into a home — a dream 
that had at one point collect-
ed dust while they lived out 
in the suburbs as they raised 
their family, they said.

Prior to buying the Old 
Town home, Jesus and Bon-
nie resided near Mount Ver-
non Hospital in a house with 
a large back yard that backed 
up to a creek. Though it pro-
vided a comfortable environ-

ment for their children to 
grow up in, it wasn’t original-
ly part of the plan for Bonnie 
and Jesus, Bonnie said. 

“When Jesus asked me to 
marry him, I initially said, 
‘Okay, as long as I’m in the 
city or in the country; subur-
bia terrifies me. And of course 
we ended up raising our kids 
in suburbia for 26 years,” 
Bonnie said. “It was beautiful, 
but it was still suburbia.”

Clarice said she was very 
aware growing up that the 
plan was for her parents to 
move out once she graduated. 

“I had a beautiful child-
hood in the suburbs, and I 
think they wanted to treat 
themselves to a place where 
they could see themselves re-
tiring,” Clarice said. “I think 
my mom really values beau-
ty, and when you wake up 
and surround yourself with 
beauty, with things you find 
valuable, it really improves 
your quality of life.”

Once their children had 
flown the coop, Bonnie and 
Jesus still wanted to move to 
the country. However, Bon-
nie was diagnosed with mul-

Grand Opening
1 2 0 1  N  R O Y A L  S T R E E T  A L E X A N D R I A ,  V A  2 2 3 1 4  |  ( 5 7 1 )  7 7 1 - M U S E 

M U S E O L D T O W N . C O M / G O

WAT E R V I E W  LU X U R Y  C O N D O M I N I U M S  N O W  S E L L I N G
1  B E D R O O M  P L U S  D E N  -  2  B E D R O O M  P L U S  D E N  R E S I D E N C E S 

 F R O M  T H E  $ 8 0 0 ’ S  T O  $ 2 . 2 M
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PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
The kitchen table was handcrafted from the burl of a birdseye maple tree Thomas Jefferson planted, 
and sits in front a renovated archway.
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PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Bonnie collected stones from Maine and linked up with Rhode 
Island artist Pat Warwick to create a tile fish painting in the kitchen.
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tiple sclerosis in 2001, and 
it quickly became clear that 
her dream of investing in a 
farm to start fiddle camps for 
school orchestra programs 
would not materialize.

Instead, they shifted gears 
toward another dream of 
moving to Old Town, which 
is where the couple lived prior 
to having children. 

“We always loved Old 
Town so much and we real-
ly wanted something that 
would fit us, so we looked 
around for many years,” 
Bonnie said.

Once they found the right 
home in their preferred neigh-
borhood, Bonnie said the fact 
that a corner of the back yard 
held just enough room near 
a wall to place a hot tub that 
would help treat her pain from 
M.S. was a big draw.

Jesus and Bonnie also liked 
that the home included “the 

challenge” of stairs to keep 
Bonnie fit but was also an 
end-unit in case they needed 
to implement an elevator. 

“We could have gone 
straight into a one-story place 
somewhere and I said, ‘No, I’m 
not that bad yet.’ I don’t go 

down easy,” Bonnie said. “So 
far so good. It was the silver 
lining of a difficult time, and it 
ended up being perfect.”

Twelve years later, Bonnie 
and Jesus’ history is embed-
ded deep within the fabric of 
their home – from the tiles 

of their kitchen down to the 
knobs on their doors. When 
it comes to the overall vi-
sion, Bonnie said they could 
not have executed their goal 
more seamlessly. 

“It’s got rocks and sea and 
forest and memories of plac-

es we’ve been,” Bonnie said. 
“… [It’s] a place where I can 
sit and look out over the park 
and watch life happen. The 
whole house just brings you 
into the park; you just feel 
like a part of life.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com

HOME PROFILE

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Bonnie enjoys people-watching from her bedroom. The painting 
above the bed was created by local artist Yvette St. Laurent.

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
The downstairs bathroom is covered in show posters and signatures 
from visitors who have passed through the home.
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HOMES

From outdoor enter-
taining to DIY, some 
trends are here to stay
BY LEAH DONAHUE

As we remove the masks 
and cautiously tiptoe into a 
semblance of new normalcy, 
the whole nation is wonder-
ing what exactly the future 
holds. 

People are going back to 
offices, but likely not 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Kids are back to busy 
sports and school sched-
ules, though still socially 
distanced. Travel and enter-
tainment are slowly return-
ing. And while we don’t know 
what the future will look like, 
one thing is for sure: The 
pandemic will have a lasting 
impact on how we view and 
use our homes. 

Just over a year ago, we 
were confined at home. As 
we spent anxious days and 
nights hoping and praying 
for the health of our fami-
lies and loved ones, in many 
ways our home became our 
only true sanctuary. By 
spending oodles of time in 
our family rooms, on our 
patios and talking to neigh-
bors and friends from afar, 
we rediscovered the impor-
tance of design in our spac-
es. In short, the open con-
cept office no longer fits the 
bill. Rooms with one note of 
neutral without happy colors 
didn’t serve us as well as they 
might have years ago. 

Despite all the anxiety and 
paralysis of the last year, here 
are four trends that will last 
well beyond 2021. 

First, people have come to 
appreciate, and will continue 
to appreciate, the joys of out-
door entertaining. Porches, 
patios and pools all became 
more crucial than ever be-
fore as we gathered in small 
groups outside. 

It’s safe to say that we will 

continue to see an invest-
ment in making our outdoor 
spaces ready for a neighbor-
hood happy hour or last-min-
ute playdate. Elements such 
as lighting, comfortable 
seating and family-friend-
ly serving ware will remain 
critical, especially in the 
coming months when social 
distancing is likely to still be 
present in our lives.

Second, DIY is here to 
stay – and that’s a good 
thing. Last year was a record 
breaker for home improve-

ment spending: According 
to Harvard University re-
searchers, Americans spent 
nearly $420 billion on home 
projects, much of them do-
it-yourself. 

When it’s so easy to get 
sucked into your phone or 
computer, and it seems like 
the to-do list is endless, a 
hands-on project that you 
can start and actually finish 
is akin to real therapy. Ev-
erything is fair game from 
painting Aunt Betsy’s old 
dresser to reimagining the 

Ikea bookshelf. Fortunate-
ly, it’s become easier than 
ever before. For example, 
sales of chalk paint(R) in 
the U.S. skyrocketed during 
the shutdown. And TikTok 
is building a whole new 
community of inspirational 
creators online. 

Third, what’s old is new 
again. Chinoiserie, toile, 
chintz, ruffles, embroidery. 
Some may call it grandmo-
therly, but there’s a new term 
for this design trend and it’s 
grandmillennial.

Blogger Caitlin Higgins 
from Style by Emily Hender-
son calls this trend “the bold 
antique revival” and “if Ma-
rie Antoinette lived in 2021.” 
Here you will see a move-
ment away from bland neu-
trals and minimalism and to-
ward elements like intricate 
wallpapers, grandiose fab-
rics, mixed patterns and bold 
colors. It’s a style steeped in 
tradition with a real empha-
sis on playful entertaining, 
which makes sense for to-
day’s world.

Last but not least, we 
need doors that close. I think 
you’ll see a strong inclination 
to move away from the open 
concept and toward homes 
that have multiple nooks and 
crannies for privacy. Many 
families had to reimagine the 
home to accommodate two 
working adults plus a class-
room. And now that we know 
the capacity of our homes, I 

Celebrating post-COVID-19 homes

PHOTO/CASPARI
Investing in outdoor spaces is worthwhile, even after the pandemic. Outdoor entertaining, whether it is 
a neighborhood happy hour or Fourth of July extravaganza, is not going anywhere.

LEAH DONAHUE

“Elements such 
as lighting, 
comfortable seating 
and family-friendly 
serving ware will 
remain critical, 
especially in the 
coming months 
when social 
distancing is likely 
to still be present 
in our lives.”

SEE POST-PANDEMIC | 28
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Take a breath of fresh air, embrace endless comfort, and experience a true retreat in Fairfax County. These 
award-winning open-plan townhomes include sophisticated features and custom options to create your 
ideal home. Enjoy the neighborhood pond, idyllic green space, and outdoor amenities for fi tness and fun! 
Walkable to retail & dining!

WE’RE OFFERING A TRUE RETREAT IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE
4-Level 2-Car Garage Townhomes From the Upper $600s
Future Model: 5286 Ridgeview Retreat Drive, Chantilly VA 20151

JOIN OUR VIP LIST! Cra� markHomes.com/RetreatAtWestfi elds

SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL APPOINTMENT!

Sales Manager | Lori  Windsor | (703) 507-6882 (Call or Text!) | lwindsor@craftmarkhomes.com

Sales Manager | Eric Yakuchev | (703) 989-6662 (Call or Text!) | eyakuchev@craftmarkhomes.com

Brokers Warmly Welcomed. Must register and comply with policy terms.

COME HOME TO EVERYTHING
NEW TOWNHOMES 

IN CHANTILLY

NOW SELLING
BY APPOINTMENT

     Cra� mark’s newest community of modern, 4-level, 
2-car garage townhomes located in the heart of the IT hub.

LIVE BETTER WITH CRAFTMARK HOMES

STAY TUNED! 
DETAILS RELEASING SOON!

COMING SOON
TO FAIRFAX COUNTY
New Single Family Homes
in Oakton, VA
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The CaseStudy‰

Since our first renovation 60 years ago we've
been a team of visionaries. Our unique approach
to the remodeling process is tried and true. 
It's so effective that we had to give it a name:
The CaseStudy‰. We guide you through every 
step, using 3D renderings to bring new 
possibilities to light. At every phase of our work,
we'll maintain strict attention to time and budget. 
Don't forget our 5-year warranty. 
Because you are our highest priority.

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD || DC || VA

CaseDesign.com || 703.539.5000

Always Alexandria
Located in Old Town at the 
corner of Washington & King.
Because during these times, 
home is more important than ever.

doubt we will let go of those 
extra, essential spaces. 

The impact of COVID-19 
will be with us for a genera-
tion or perhaps even longer. 
Millions of people have ex-
perienced the effects of this 
horrific virus firsthand. But 
with every hardship comes 
reasons for optimism, which 
are presently seen in the 

countless stories of fam-
ilies brought closer, local 
businesses supported and a 
collective sense of working 
together to achieve the in-
surmountable. 

In so many ways, our 
homes have become better 
representations of ourselves.

The writer is co-owner 
of Old Town home décor 

and design store Boxwood.

HOMES

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

June 3
Kids

June 10
Port City Flavor

June 3
Finance

PHOTO/CASPARI
The grandmillenial design trend has reinvigorated styles that were 
previously thought to be antique or chintzy.
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Sometimes you 
just take a really 

good photo.

And we’d love to 
show our readers!

submit your photos to  
letters@alextimes.comfor a chance to be  

featured as our photo of the week.
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• Weekly Lawn Care • Landscape  
Design • Tree and Shrub Planting & 

Pruning • Mulch Spreading • Tree and 
Stump Removal • Yard Clean Up  • Yard 

Waste Removal

Contact Alexander at: 571-505-2602 and  
alex.services.21@hotmail.com

We serve the entire DMV area. We go where the 
job is. Our priority is client satisfaction. We care 

about the quality of the work we do. 

• Fence Design, Building and Staining • 
Patio Building (Brick, Flagstone, Pavers) 
• Deck Building, Staining and Repair • 

Retaining Wall Building • Carpentry Work 
• Gutter Cleaning • Power Washing for 

Patios, Walkways, Siding

Alexander's  
Lawn Services

Yard Services

Building Services

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

Here are five strategies 
for moving in a seller’s 
market
BY NANCY PERKINS

“Where do I go next?”
That’s the question would-

be home sellers are asking 
themselves all over town. 
With average home prices in 
Alexandria up 10% and in-
ventory down 29% across 
Northern Virginia in April, 
according to Real Estate Busi-
ness Intelligence, many sellers 
are eager to capitalize on the 
equity earned in their homes 
over the last several years. 

These would-be sellers 
may be empty nesters look-

ing to downsize their home 
for their new lifestyles or 
growing families looking to 
upsize, as their families and 
home office need to expand.

Why aren’t these would-
be sellers listing their homes? 
They fear that if they put their 
current homes on the market, 
they will not be able to find a 
new home in 30 days.  How-
ever, with skilled realtor and 
lender partners, potential sell-
ers have a number of strategies 
to ensure a seamless transition 
from one home to the next.

Settlement date
With homes in Alexandria 

going under contract in in an 

average of 19 days in April, 
according to RBI, and so few 
homes on the market, it is 
natural to feel anxious about 
finding a new home in time. 
However, sellers can leverage 
their position in the sale of 
their current home to seek a 
60-day or longer settlement 
date. Longer settlements are 
possible, but if the buyers 
are financing their purchase, 
they might have to pay a fee 
to their lender to lock in their 
interest rate for a longer peri-
od of time.

Post settlement occu-

Making a move

REAL 
TALK

PHOTO/NANCY PERKINS
One strategy for those looking to sell their homes and make a move 
is the seldom used “home of choice contingency.”

NANCY 
PERKINS

SEE REAL TALK | 30



30 |MAY 27, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

pancy 
Sellers can negotiate a 

“post-settlement occupan-
cy” on their home of up to 
60 days. A post-settlement 
occupancy, or “rent-back,” 
allows sellers to close on the 
sale of their current home, 
freeing up cash for the pur-
chase of a new home, while 
staying in their current home 
and looking for their next 
home.  Combined with a 60-
day close, a 60-day rent-back 
will provide sellers with four 
months to find a new home.

Home choice contin-
gency

Although seldom used, a 
“home of choice contingen-
cy” allows sellers to sell their 
home contingent on their 
ability to find a new home in 

a specified period of time. If 
the sellers are unable to find 
a new home within the given 
timeframe, the sales contract 
is void, and the buyers are re-
leased from the contract.  This 
is admittedly a riskier strategy 
for buyers, but in cases where 
the sellers own a very popular 
home, buyers might be willing 
to take the risk. 

Buy before you sell
The easiest way to ensure 

sellers are able to purchase 
the home of their dreams is 
to purchase the new home 
first and then sell the old one.  
Depending on the sellers’ fi-
nancial situation, lenders 
may be able to provide them 
with a bridge loan or equity 
line for the down payment on 
their new home. These loans 
are then paid off as soon as 
the sellers’ home is sold.  

In some cases, if the sellers 
have prepared their current 
home for sale before they pur-
chase their new home, they 
may be able to close on the 
sale of their current house 
before they close on the sale 
of their new purchase. In this 
case, they would first ratify a 

60-day contract on their home 
purchase, and then promptly 
list their current home for sale 
and seek a 30-day close on 
that contract. Sellers also use 
this strategy to avoid cashing 
out their investments to pro-
cure a down payment.

Lease to try a new 
neighborhood

Some sellers are opting to 
take advantage of this sellers’ 
market and sell their current 
homes, and then lease a new 
home. This strategy works 
well for downsizing couples 
who are interested in trying a 
new lifestyle or a new neigh-
borhood, but who aren’t ready 
to commit to this new path. 

For instance, a couple 
who lived in a 5,000 square 
foot suburban home for 20 
years may want to try living 
in a 2,000 square foot town-

house in town. A lease may 
be a great tool to test out this 
new lifestyle. It is important 
to note that for sellers still 
building wealth, a lease lacks 
both the tax advantages and 
wealth building equity of a 
home purchase.

While buying in a sellers’ 
market can be intimidating, 
sellers should take comfort in 
knowing that there are many 
strategies a realtor can help 
them employ to make their 
home purchase easier. With in-
terest rates at historically low 
levels and home prices predict-
ed to keep rising, this really is a 
great time to buy a home.

The writer is a lifelong Al-
exandrian and an award-win-

ning realtor recognized by 
Washingtonian Magazine 
and the Northern Virginia 

Association of Realtors. 

Welcome home to more 
than 3,000 square feet of 
updated living, featuring 
three bedrooms, 4.5 bath-
rooms, a study/office, two 
private outdoor spaces, plus 
two garage spaces. 

Centrally located in 
North Old Town, this town-
house offers natural light 
through oversized win-
dows flanked by plantation 
shutters. Opportunities to 
entertain guests abound, 
including on the main lev-
el with an open living and 
dining area, eat-in kitchen 
with a breakfast room and a 
private patio, perfect for al 
fresco dining. 

The top level also fea-
tures a large, private roof 
deck with unrestricted views 

of the D.C. monuments and 
unforgettable fireworks dis-
plays come July 4.

The spacious primary 
bedroom with brand new 
hardwood floors offers own-
ers a light-filled retreat with 
a sitting room, walk-in closet 

and en suite bathroom. 
Jaunt across the street to 

Buzz Bakery for a coffee, to 
Rustico for dinner or grab 
a bottle of wine at Slaters 
Market.

Working from home? The 
private office with French 

doors awaits. Back in-per-
son? This home is well-sit-
uated for commuters – it’s 
only steps away from a bus 
stop and the new Potomac 
Yard Metro, which is expect-
ed to open in spring 2022, 
and only one traffic light 

away from Ronald Reagan 
National Airport. Nation-
al Landing, the Pentagon, 
Washington, D.C, and more 
are within reach too.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Old Town living with monument views 

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Address: 906 Slaters Lane 

Price: $1,049,000

Square feet: 3,253

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 4.5

Year built: 2006

Contact: Bonnie Rivkin 

& Courtney Rivkin, 

Bonnie: 703-598-7788, 

Courtney: 703-869-7788, 

therivkingroup@compass.

com, rivkinresidential.com

AT A GLANCE

Does your home's exterior need some post-winter TLC?
Want to get on our schedule? Call us today for a FREE estimate. 

703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: The main level features an open living and dining area well-suited for entertaining.
Right: The eat-in kitchen includes a breakfast room and opens to the main staircase.

PHOTO/JACK PERKINS
Sellers can establish a rent-
back, which allows them to 
close on the sale of their current 
home, while still staying in that 
home and looking for a new one.

REAL 
TALK

REAL TALK FROM | 29
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The determined daugh-
ter of a bishop shaped 
local and national 
health care
BY GAYLE CONVERSE  

AND PAT MILLER

The daughter of Julianna 
Johnson and Episcopal bish-
op John Johns, Julia Johns 
was in her early 30s when she 
moved to Alexandria in 1854 
– seven years before the start 
of the American Civil War. 

Born in 1822 in Frederick, 
Maryland, Johns had moved 
with her family to Baltimore, 
Richmond and Williamsburg, 
where John Johns had served 
as president of The College of 
William & Mary, before land-
ing in Alexandria.

Johns’ arrival changed 
Alexandria.  The adept 
young woman would come to 
shape the way the city deliv-
ers health care.

In an age when few wom-
en were looked upon as pub-
lic health leaders, Johns was 
motivated to action after a 
sailor arrived at Alexandria’s 
port with typhoid fever.  De-
spite the earlier presence of 
more than 30 temporary hos-
pitals operated by the Union 
Army in the city during the 
Civil War, Alexandria in the 
early 1870s had no central 
location to treat the ill or 
quarantine patients. Fears of 

a potential typhoid epidemic 
prompted Johns to assemble 
an all-female board of trust-
ees who took it upon them-
selves to create “a hospital 
for the sick.” 

In December 1872, the 
Commonwealth of Virgin-
ia granted a charter to the 
Alexandria Infirmary and 
Johns and her team prompt-
ly leased a town house at the 
southwest corner of Duke 
and South Fairfax streets. In 
early 1873, the Alexandria 
Infirmary opened its doors 
to patients.

The infirmary initial-
ly engaged three doctors, 
one nurse and a few support 
staff. The first surgery at 
the facility – the amputa-
tion of a railroad employee’s 
crushed leg – was performed 
on Christmas, 1882. 

Inviting her female board 
members, volunteers and 
supporters to her home for 
meetings, prayer and teas on 
the lawn became a method of 
Johns’ for retaining the infir-
mary’s guidance by women. 

During the next three de-
cades, it became obvious that 
Johns had opened up more 
than a “ hospital for the sick.”  
The infirmary established 
the first nursing school in 
Northern Virginia in 1894.  
A dispensary opened in 1900 
and began the first outpa-

tient treatment in the Com-

monwealth.  In 1902, the Al-
exandria Infirmary changed 
its name to the Alexandria 
Hospital, which in 1960 
gained national fame for es-
tablishing the first emergen-
cy department in the United 
States to provide full-time 
ER doctors.  Following sever-
al location changes, it is to-
day part of the INOVA Health 
System.

Johns died in Alexandria 
in 1883 and is buried near her 
father at the Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary, in the vi-
cinity of today’s hospital.  A 
plaque by her grave reads in 
part, “A Visionary Commu-
nity Pioneer, Extraordinary 
Leader of Women and Com-
passionate Humanitarian.”  

One of her obituaries stated, 
“…to her noble efforts, even 
while sick and suffering, Al-
exandria owes the existence 
of the Infirmary, and many 
of the poor of our city speak 
her name with tender bless-
ings.”

Although the original 
Alexandria Infirmary site in 
Old Town was demolished in 
1953 – today a small park-
ing lot covers the location – 
Johns’ legacy is recognizable 
138 years after her death in 
the work being done by wom-
en in the city’s health care 
system today. 

Inova Alexandria Hospi-
tal’s Board of Lady Managers 
is a humanitarian organiza-
tion founded by women of 
faith in 1872 to serve unmet 
medical needs in Alexan-
dria. It continues that leg-
acy today with fundraising 
dedicated to supporting In-
ova Alexandria Hospital in 
meeting the health needs of 
the community. The hospital 
is currently led by its third 
female president, Dr. Rina 
Bansal. The Twig Junior Aux-
iliary is an organization of 
women dedicated to provid-
ing financial aid, volunteer 
service and support to the 
Hospital. Johns’ photograph 
is displayed in the Inova Al-
exandria Hospital lobby.  

Her legacy also endures 

in the courageous work of 
today’s women medical and 
health innovators who,  like 
Julia Johns, are dedicated to 
caring for Alexandrians ev-
ery day. Whether typhoid 
fever or COVID-19, Alexan-
dria’s women continue to 
make an impact. 

The writers are founders 
of Alexandria Celebrates 
Women, a nonprofit that 

is highlighting influential 
women throughout the city’s 

history. Contact them at 
AlexandriaCelebratesWomen

@gmail.com.

The story of Julia Johns, community pioneer

Alexandria 
 Celebrates Women

Many women have lost their 

jobs and homes during the 

COVID-19 crisis and have 

found temporary refuge at 

the Alexandria Domestic 

Violence Safe House. When 

women and their children 

are able to leave the 

shelter, there is a need for 

housewares – silverware, 

pots and pans, dishes. You 

can help by visiting www.

target.com/gift-registry/gift/

effb54910b8145f2ba507c26

a79eb5a6

HOUSEWARES NEEDED 
FOR WOMEN’S 
SHELTER:

PHOTO/INOVA ALEXANDRIA HOSPITAL
A portrait of Julia Johns.

TimesLivinq
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MAY 31

FRIENDS OF ROCKY VERSACE 
MEMORAIL DAY CEREMONY The 
city of Alexandria Department of Recre-
ation, Parks and Cultural Activities and 
the Friends of Rocky Versace will host 
a program on Memorial Day to honor 
both Captain Humbert Roque “Rocky” 
Versace (USMA 1959, posthumous 
Medal of Honor Recipient, POW/MIA 
and Ranger Hall of Fame Inductee) and 
the 67 other Alexandrians who were 
KIA/MIA during the Vietnam War as well 
as all the nation’s fallen military heroes. 
The program will include a recitation of 
the names of Alexandria’s 68 Vietnam 
War fallen soldiers; patriotic music; a 
reading of a tribute to Captain Versace 
written by a fellow POW; a wreath lay-
ing by Captain Versace’s USMA 1959 
classmates; a sounding of “Taps;” and a 
performance of “God Bless America.”  
Time: 11 a.m. 
Location: 2701 Commonwealth Ave. 
Information: https://bit.ly/3g0db19

JUNE 3

CARLYLE HOUSE’S CHOCOLATE 
TASTING Founded in 2010, Poto-
mac Chocolate was the first bean to 
bar chocolate maker in the Washing-
ton D.C. area. Join Ben Rasmussen, 
via Zoom in testing some of his deli-
cious chocolates and learning more 
about the chocolate making business. 
Participants will try some of his new 
chocolates and visit some familiar 
flavors too. Chocolate sample bags 

can be picked up at Carlyle House the 
day of the program. Missing the wine 
portion of our program? Carlyle House 
is partnering with Sonoma Cellars for 
a special deal. Participants can order 
wine samples to go along with their 
chocolate at a special rate and pick it 
up at Carlyle House when they pick up 
their chocolates. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Virtual, pick up supplies at 
121 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: https://bit.
ly/3odmSwM

JUNE 4

THE NAKED AND THE NEWT 
ART EXHIBIT AT DEL RAY AR-
TISANS “The Naked and the Newt: 
Studies in Human and Herpeton 
Anatomy” art exhibit explores human 
and animal bodies, investigating con-
ceptions of anatomy, texture and con-
servation with partner organization, 
the Virginia Herpetological Society. 
Special workshops taught by local art-
ists and free talks by VHS are offered 
in conjunction with the theme. The 
exhibit runs June 4 to 26. 
Time: Thursday and Friday, noon to 6 
p.m., Sunday noon to 4 p.m. 
Location: 2704 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: www.DelRayArtisans.
org/exhibits

D-DAY’S BLACK HEROES LEC-
TURE Linda Hervieux, Paris-based 
American journalist, photographer and 
author of “Forgotten: The Untold Story 
of D-Day's Black Heroes, at Home and 

at War,” the critically acclaimed story 
of D-Day's only African-American com-
bat soldiers, educates the community 
about the soldiers who were effectively 
written out of the history of the Nor-
mandy invasion. 
Time: Noon 
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://bit.ly/2T9KHdr

JUNE 19

CARLYLE HOUSE JUNE-
TEENTH CELEBRATION Carlyle 
House is hosting its inaugural June-
teenth celebration, and the event 
is being presented in collaboration 
with The Athenaeum. Discover the 
history of Juneteenth through live 
music, hands-on activities, art, his-
tory and poetry readings. Activities 
are part of the planned offerings 
for the day that marks the libera-
tion of Black Americans on June 
19, 1865. The museum is thrilled 
to host three magnificent poets, 
Jamal Rashad, Simply Sherri and 
Mysfit, along with live music by the 
talented cellist Benjamin Gates. 
The Athenaeum is also offering an 
African themed hands-on activity 
for all ages, and participants will 
haave the opportunity to learn 
about the history of the enslaved 
individuals owned by John Carlyle 
and his descendants. 
Time: Noon to 5 p.m. 
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St. 
Information: https://www.
novaparks.com/parks/car-

CALENDAR

Time: All day 
Location: Various locations 

Information: https://drba.wildapricot.org/

JUNE 4

TASTE OF DEL RAY Top area restaurants are slated to participate in the 
12th Annual Taste of Del Ray, which will shift to a take-out format from 
June 4 to 6. Throughout the weekend, each participating restaurant will 
offer participants up to three select “tastes” for just $5 each. Restaurants 
are also encouraged to offer cocktail pairings to complement their dishes. 
Online registration is just $5 and includes the exclusive menu of available 
tastes and specialty cocktails, plus a ballot for the People’s Choice Award.

IMAGE/DRBA

lyle-house-historic-park/events/june-
teenth-celebration

MOUNT VERNON CRAFT BEER 
FESTIVAL Experience Mount Vernon 
after-hours and taste beers from 
across the region. Sample craft beer 
from local breweries, hear live music 

and explore the historic area. The man-
sion will be closed during this event. 
Safety measures will be in place to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mt. Vernon Memori-
al Highway 
Information: https://bit.ly/3wkafmc
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Weekly Words

ROAD TRIP by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

ABIGAIL ARMS (73), of Alexandria, May 19, 2021

ROSE BERLER (95), of Alexandria, May 19, 2021

MICHAEL BUCCINO (65), of Alexandria, May 7, 2021

DAVID CARL (82), formerly of Alexandria, May 19, 2021

ELLEN COOK (89), of Alexandria, May 23, 2021

ACROSS
1. Asks for a dog biscuit
5. Liver output
9. Tibet Museum's city
14. Bear with
19. Its state insects are honeybees
20. Tibet's continent
21. "This ticks me off!"
22. Identified
23. One may start after dark
25. Sheets' storage site?
27. Anne or Calvin of fashion
28.A rabbit has 28
30. Queen's tenure
31. Persona ___ grata
32. Similar
34. Mouse's bigger cousin
35. Vendor's stall
37. Unfortunate return on a bond
42. Preppy jacket fabric
44. Cheer in a Spanish soccer 

stadium
45. Took command
46. Catcher's stance
49. Garment for an Indian brides-

maid
51. Chick tenders
53. Makeup artist McEvoy
55. Post-op regimen
57. Sitcom interruption
58. Available, as ale

60. Take to task
62. Plenty
64. Gloomy music genre
65. Fritter away
66. Student advocacy grp.
67. What a walkie-talkie transmits
70. Concerning
72. Money, slangily
74. Red-haired biblical twin
75. "I played already"
79. Hi-___ images
81. Inexperienced gamers
85. Fri. preceder
86. Mix, as miso soup
87. Ward off
89. Drained of color
90. Part of every 1-800 number
92. Join forces
94. Expand upon
97. Dog on the Yellow Brick Road
98. Not many
99. Move from Kansas to Missou-

ri, say
101. Opposite of 'neath
102. Hailed vehicle
103. Surprise ending
106. Performer's badge, perhaps
110. She-Ra's twin brother
112. Internists' org.
113. Hopeless, as a situation
114. Weep
116. "When pigs fly," e.g.

119. Around the year of
121. "The Weight of Water" author 

Shreve
124. Home of a New York zoo
127. Knob on a church instrument
129. Text on a tablet?
130. Frothy morning drink
131. Vegetable in potato soup
132. Double-reed woodwind
133. Bumble meetups
134. Change
135. Medical lab liquids
136. Badminton barriers

DOWN
1. Cheap way to buy, with "in"
2. Footnote abbr.
3. Ones making boarding an-

nouncements
4. Johnson who co-founded BET
5. "___, humbug!"
6. "Very much so!"
7. Biographical focus
8. Casual restaurant
9. Match alternative
10. Med. insurance plan
11. Love, to Latin lovers
12. Saltimbocca herb
13. Improvise
14. "Coming up next ... "
15. Where glasses are washed 

regularly

16. "Ah, this is amazing!"
17. "Whip It" band
18. Where the serpent tempted 

Eve
24. Agitated mood
26. Grand slam in showbiz
29. Martial art similar to qi gong
33. Highlander's garment
36. Diagnostic procedure
37. "Ain't happening!"
38. Justice Kagan
39. Formal proclamation
40. Parent company of Lancome
41. Expected
43. "The Queen's Gambit," e.g.
47. Cardamom-flavored 93-Down
48. Rings over angels' heads
50. Ed Sheeran, to Sheerios
52. Classic Thai street food
54. Longtime SeaWorld orca
56. Office manager
59. Philippine coins
61. Hive male
63. Disney princess voiced by 

Anika Noni Rose
66. ___ over (examining)
68. Had the nerve
69. Podcast invitee
71. Skirt with an attached bodice, 

usually
73. Trying experience
75. Chichen ___ (Mayan ruins)

76. Software piracy, e.g.
77. "Oh, what the heck!"
78. Huey, Dewey and Louie, e.g.
80. Urgent care pro
82. Question following an unex-

pected knock
83. People often find bugs in them
84. Pretentious sorts
88. Ryokan floor mat
91. Toddler's scrape
93. Pekoe or sencha
95. Many a summer intern
96. Words after a guess
100. Lazy person
104, Smug smiles
105. "Voila!"
107. December songs
108. Graceful waterbird
109. Attaches, as a corsage
111. Nabisco wafer brand
114. Looped in via email
115. Country singer McEntire
117. Milky-colored gemstone
118. ___ James (2021 Bachelor)
120. First Nations people
122. Steam whistle sound
123. Tailless primates
125. From head to ___
126. Numbered hwy.
128. Nora Lum ___ Awkwafina
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Opinion

Every three years, Al-
exandria’s local elections 
provide a spark of civic en-
gagement.

In this mostly one-party 
town, the Democratic pri-
mary tends to be the main 
event, and, while we will 
profile all other candidates 
prior to the November gen-
eral election, the focus of 
this endorsement editori-
al is the June 8 Democratic 
primary.

Thirteen candidates are 
vying for the six Democratic 
slots on the November ballot 
and two more for the chance 
to be the Democratic candi-
date for mayor in November. 
The Times will list the slate 
of six council candidates 
below that we endorse, with 
a general discussion of why 
this list, in its entirety, is 
recommended as well as the 
pros and cons of each of the 
six. The candidates will be 
listed in the order of their 
support from the Times edi-
torial board. 

This year’s mayoral race is 
a rematch of the 2018 Dem-
ocratic primary contest be-
tween two intelligent and ca-
pable leaders with distinctly 
contrasting visions for Al-
exandria: incumbent May-
or Justin Wilson and former 
Mayor Allison Silberberg.

Because a silent part-
ner in the Times ownership 
group made a financial con-
tribution to Silberberg in 
2018, in order to avoid the 
perception of a conflict of 
interest, the Times did not 
make an endorsement in that 
contest. We again will not 
make an endorsement in the 
contest between Wilson and 
Silberberg.

A number of factors 
played a role in our City 
Council endorsements. We 
considered: the voting re-
cords of incumbents; the 
responses – or lack thereof 
– by candidates to questions 
asked in our Alexandria 
Times voter guide; positions 
taken by candidates and 
their performance in de-
bates; and the candidate 
profiles and My View col-
umns about and by the can-
didates that have run in the 
Alexandria Times the past 
two months.

While all Times staff 
who covered any facet of the 
election had input into the 
endorsements, the final list 
was a consensus reached by 
our editorial board, which 
consists of Times Publisher 
Denise Dunbar and Times 
Editor Cody Mello-Klein.

Our picks
The Alexandria Times en-

dorses the following six can-
didates for City Council:

James Lewis
Amy Jackson
John Chapman
Alyia Gaskins
Bill Rossello
Canek Aguirre

Before discussing the 
candidates individually, we 
would like to consider them 
as a group. For a governing 
body to be representative, 
it needs to reflect the range 
of perspectives in the com-
munity it serves; diversity of 
thought is needed. Diversity 
of thought comes from hav-
ing people of different eth-
nicities, races, ages and gen-
ders on council – along with 

a range of life experiences. 
It’s true that most groups 

of six people are going to 
have their own set of diverse 
characteristics, and this one 
is no different. Here are a 
few of the traits of these six 
candidates as a group that 
we think are particularly im-
portant:

• For the most part, all six 
candidates have deep roots 
in Alexandria, from Jackson 
and Chapman who grew up 
here and attended Alexan-
dria City Public Schools to 
Rossello, who has lived here 
more than 30 years. While 
the other three haven’t been 
here as long, they’ve made 
significant contributions 
during their tenures in Alex-
andria.

• There is diversity of gen-
der, race, ethnicity and sexu-
ality, including two women, 
two Black candidates, two 
Latino candidates and one 
openly gay men.

• There’s a range of ages 
and experience levels, from 
Gaskins and Lewis, who are 
31 and 33 respectively, to 
Rossello, who is 62.

• There’s also a range of 
perspectives in this group on 
the direction of Alexandria. 
While Rossello in particular 
has been critical of how our 
city government currently 
operates, Lewis and Jackson 
have voiced some of the same 
criticisms. Chapman and 
Aguirre, on the other hand, 
have voted in support of Al-
exandria’s increased urban-
ization in recent years, while 
Gaskins’ views seem to fall 
somewhere in between.

And now, on to the individ-
ual endorsements.

James Lewis is the can-

didate the Times editorial 
board most strongly endors-
es. Though only 33, Lewis 
is mature and experienced 
beyond his years. Lewis has 
experience on city commis-
sions, currently serving as 
vice chair of the Traffic and 
Parking Board. He has also 
served as an officer in an 
Alexandria civic associa-
tion. We view both types of 
service as significant: Lew-
is understands the value of 
diving into detail on many 
of Alexandria’s most urgent 
issues, and he also under-
stands the implications of 
these issues from the per-
spectives of both impacted 
residents and city staff. In 
his professional life, previ-
ously as a senior staffer on 
Capitol Hill and currently as 
director of policy for a con-
sultant group for pharma-
cists, Lewis has extensive 
experience dealing with the 
public on contentious issues. 
One of Lewis’ most admira-
ble traits is his ability to dis-
cuss divisive issues, such as 
the narrowing of Seminary 
Road – which he opposed – 
with civility.

We view Amy Jackson as 
the most indispensable in-
cumbent member of council. 
The only female incumbent 
to seek re-election, Jackson 
is informed and deeply en-
gaged with the community; 
while courteous, she is no 
one’s pushover. Jackson’s re-
cord reveals that she has vot-
ed in favor of developments 
that provide substantial 
amounts of affordable hous-
ing and for significant proj-
ects like the redevelopment 
of Landmark Mall into a new 
Inova hospital center.

Yet she has also been 
willing to cast “no” votes 
when she deems proposals 
to be harmful to residents. 
Jackson voted against three 
of the most contentious is-
sues to come before council 
during the last three years: 
the Halal live butchery on 
Colvin Street; the narrow-
ing of Seminary Road from 
four to two through lanes; 
and the decision to remove 
police officers, commonly 
called SROs, from Alexan-
dria’s high school and mid-
dle schools.

With Del Pepper’s deci-
sion to not seek re-election, 
John Chapman, at age 40, is 
the longest-tenured mem-
ber of City Council, having 
been elected in 2012. Chap-
man’s knowledge of city is-
sues, his intelligence and 
his ability to bring different 
sectors of the city together 
are all invaluable. Chapman 
has evolved into one of the 
most significant and visi-
ble Black residents of Alex-
andria, alongside leaders 
like Alfred Street Baptist 
Church pastor Howard-John 
Wesley, Alexandria Black 
History Museum Director 
Audrey Davis and former 
Mayor Bill Euille.

Though his votes are in-
variably in favor of devel-
opment projects, Chapman 
engages with local residents 
on contentious issues more 
than most members of coun-
cil. Chapman voted in favor 
of the Halal live butchery, 
against narrowing Seminary 
Road and for removing SROs 
from city schools.

Alyia Gaskins has ac-

Alexandria Times endorsements
ELECTION 2021

SEE ENDORSEMENT | 35
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Alexandria Times.

Poor Robert's Ruminations
with Rob Whittle

So you want to be a 
best-selling author?

A few years ago, I wrote an historical 
novel called “Pointer’s War.” It is set in 
World War II in North Africa, Sicily, Ger-
many and Russia. The folder I created 
on my desktop was labeled GAN, short 
for Great American Novel, 
mostly tongue-in-cheek, but 
perhaps also revealing my 
secret hopes for the book.

People ask me how I came 
up with the concept for the 
book. It started when I pub-
lished a sailing yarn in a blog 
that was similar to my last 
two columns here. If you read 
it, you’ll know that we were 
caught up in a life-threaten-
ing storm at sea. I got a good response on 
the blog, including from my niece who, 
with a straight face, wondered if I made it 
out alive after reading the first half.

I tried a concept of the captain sail-
ing through storms to Sicily where 
he’s pursued by mafia types who want 
to avenge the killing of their father in 
WWII by the father of my captain/hero.

Then I remembered that Lucky Lucia-
no, the notorious mobster on whom the 
Godfather is partially based, had offered 
to help the U.S. Army by providing intel 
about his native Sicily. Luciano, who was 
in jail at the time, even offered to suit up 
and join the impending invasion. If they 
would just let him out of prison.

So, I had a concept. All I had to do was 
write it and get it published, and then 
fame, fortune and movie rights would 
follow. I did complete step one, but I 
came to learn that the publishing world 
is spectacularly, massively and utterly 
uninterested in new material from an 
unknown author. 

As I completed the first draft, only 
one person had read it – my editor 
whose other job was being my wife. She 
liked it – thought it was great, in fact. 
We were on vacation with our friend 
Moffett and his wife, and I determined 
that I wanted him to read the draft. Ev-
eryone probably has a friend like Mof-
fett. He’s the guy who will be brutally 
honest with you, and even seems to 
like delivering negative news.

“I’m gonna show it to Moffett,” I told 
my wife. “Are you sure you want to do 
that? You know how he is,” she cautioned.

After a couple of days when I’d seen 
him scowling over the manuscript sitting 

by the pool, I summoned the 
courage to ask him what he 
thought. “He glared at me and 
considered. “You know, Whit-
tle, it’s … it’s not tedious.” 
“Did you hear that?” I exulted. 
“Moffett says it’s not tedious!”

It was time to descend on 
the publishing world. Step 
one: find an agent. After 
getting rejected dozens of 
times, I remembered Win-

ston Groom, author of “Forrest Gump,” 
who was an acquaintance, so I reached 
out to him for help. He was gracious and 
explained that his longtime agent had re-
cently died but the agent’s son had taken 
over and he would connect us. He warned 
that the fellow was a bit eccentric.

The agent started our conversation 
by telling me about his sci-fi novel that 
he thought was brilliant, but his own fa-
ther wouldn’t touch with a 10-foot pole. 
He went on to explain that the odds of 
me getting an agent, let alone a publish-
er, were somewhere south of winning 
the lottery.

If I still wanted to try, though, I 
could send him the first paragraph of 
my novel. The first paragraph? “Yes, 
I’ll be able to tell about everything 
from that,” he assured me.

I pretended that I didn’t understand 
and sent him the first chapter instead. 
After a week of crickets, I finally called 
him. “Who are you again?” he respond-
ed. I dropped Winston’s name to refresh 
his memory. “I told you to send the first 
paragraph. You don’t listen well, do you?”

I thought to tell him that he didn’t 
have to read beyond the first para-
graph but bit my tongue. “It’s just not 
for me,” he averred. “Can you give 
me some feedback on why it’s not for 
you?” “Have you ever read Raymond 
[author of] ‘The Big Sleep’? What I 

ROB  
WHITTLE

complished an astonishing 
amount in her 31 years. She 
holds an undergraduate degree 
from Vanderbilt University and 
masters’ degrees from both the 
University of Pittsburgh and 
Georgetown University in public 
health and urban planning, re-
spectively. Married with a young 
son, Gaskins is the assistant di-
rector of programs at the Cen-
ter for Community Investment, 
where she helps communities 
expand access to healthy food, 
affordable housing and transit. 
Prior to joining CCI, Gaskins was 
a senior associate at the National 
League of Cities.

As impressive as her creden-
tials is Gaskins’ common-sense 
approach to issues. Gaskins seems 
to be someone who will genuine-
ly seek compromise. In this era of 
polarization, both locally and na-
tionally, someone who will active-
ly work to bring people together 
rather than push them apart has 
our support.

Bill Rossello would bring a 
compelling array of credentials to 
council. The son of a Puerto Rican 
migrant, Rossello was raised in a 
poor section of Baltimore. He has 
deep roots in Alexandria, as well 
as a long record of service: he has 
lived here for more than 30 years; 
his two children attended ACPS; 
he served on the city’s budget 
committee for seven years and on 
the board of the Alexandria Soc-
cer Association for five years; he 
has served as a board member of a 
civic association and as an officer 
on the George Mason Elementary 
School PTA.

Rossello, who holds an MBA 
degree from the College of Wil-
liam & Mary, has more than 30 
years of business experience, 
including advising Fortune 500 
companies and all levels of gov-
ernment. Rossello understands 
how local governments work and 
would have a small learning curve 
as a new member of council. Ros-
sello has been a frequent critic of 

what he calls the current council’s 
lack of transparency and is a for-
mer administrator of the “Bring 
Integrity Back to Alexandria” 
Facebook page.

Incumbent Councilor Canek 
Aguirre has a powerful personal 
story as the son of immigrants 
from Mexico. As chair of the 
City of Alexandria’s 2020 Cen-
sus Complete Count Committee, 
Aguirre successfully led efforts 
to achieve a 100% count of all 
city households, which will ben-
efit Alexandrians for a decade. 
His efforts in this realm, along 
with his work to improve lan-
guage access in city communica-
tions before and during the pan-
demic, his professional work as a 
former liaison to Spanish-speak-
ing families within ACPS and 
current role as an advocate help-
ing low-income residents obtain 
health coverage, form the basis 
of our endorsement. 

Aguirre’s stance on the three 
contentious votes by the incum-
bents that we have singled out 
were the opposite of Jackson’s: 
He voted in favor of the Halal live 
butchery, in favor of narrowing 
Seminary Road and in favor of re-
moving SROs from schools.

Aguirre served on a number 
of boards and commissions pri-
or to his election to City Council 
in 2018, including the Virgin-
ia Board of Social Work, chair 
of the Economic Opportunities 
Commission and past president 
of the local Tenants and Workers 
United board of directors. De-
spite these accomplishments, in 
his three years on council Agu-
irre has at times been dismissive 
of residents with whom he dis-
agrees on issues. Aguirre also 
declined to answer significant 
portions of the Alexandria Times 
voter guide questionnaire. 

These are our picks for city 
council. Whether you agree or 
disagree with our recommen-
dations, be sure and vote on or 
before June 8 in the Democratic 
primary, which is open to all Al-
exandria registered voters.

SEE WHITTLE | 41
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To the editor: 
The COVID-19 pandemic has been horrific for our country, with 

more than half a million lives lost, including over 130 Alexandrians. 
Our economy was hit hard, businesses closed and jobs were lost.

When examining public statements by the campaign of for-
mer Mayor Allison Silberberg, you would hardly know that the 
country is struggling with the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Silberberg’s campaign has neither released statements related to 
the pandemic nor included measures to address the effects of the 
pandemic as part of her platform.

For example, her 850-word Facebook post announcing her 
candidacy does not comment on the pandemic and instead dis-
cussed those pesky bike lanes on the West End. Furthermore, 
since announcing her candidacy, she has not tweeted on the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In contrast, Mayor Justin Wilson’s website mentions the pan-
demic seven times on the home page. His website also highlights 
actions by the city to vaccinate Alexandrians and other resources 
available to residents. Additionally, the mayor invites individuals to 
donate to ACT Now’s Alexandria Resilience Fund, which responds to 
the community’s needs during the pandemic.

When asked about the city’s response to the pandemic in ALX 
Now, Silberberg listed four of the biggest issues driving her cam-
paign; however, none of the issues were related to responding to the 
pandemic. Her statement criticizing the timing of the city’s man-
date on wearing masks outdoors ignores the timeline of when the 
CDC recommended that masks be worn outdoors.

Dr. Redfield, then head of the CDC, did not publish his journal 
article “Universal Masking to Prevent SARS-CoV-2 Transmission—
The Time Is Now,” which recommended that everyone wear masks 
in all public spaces, until July 14, 2020. On Sept. 12, 2020, the Alex-
andria City Council voted on the Alexandria outdoor mask mandate, 
which Wilson helped write. The city implemented its outdoor mask 
mandate beginning in October to give its residents time to under-
stand and prepare for the new mandate. That policy was widely ad-
opted throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Silberberg’s blatant disregard of the greatest health crisis of this 
century ignores the single most significant issue that currently af-
fects our daily lives. Her acknowledgment, or lack thereof, of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, is an affront to the over 130 souls of Alexan-
dria that were lost and to people whose lives were upended by job 
loss and business closures.

In my opinion, our city’s response to the pandemic has been 
excellent. When I was tested for COVID-19 at Ben Brenman Park, 
the city provided the test free of charge, and I got my result back 
the next day. Later, when I received my vaccination at Potomac 
Yard, I spent more time in the waiting area after receiving the 
shot than I did waiting for the shot. Wilson and the current City 
Council members deserve a lot of credit for executing the city’s 
pandemic response. I applaud the city’s measures to vaccinate 
its residents and workers because the sooner we get vaccinated, 
the sooner our local economy will recover.

These are serious times that require serious people to bring to-
gether coalitions that will help build Alexandria back better. We 
cannot afford to have leadership that caters to pet projects and to 
single-issue voters. That is why I support re-electing Mayor Justin 
Wilson and I hope my fellow Alexandrians do the same on June 8.

-Benjamin Dawes,
Alexandria

Silberberg ignored the pandemic
Your ViewsMy View | John Porter

Triple return? Sounds too good to be 
true, but it actually is. 

The Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege Educational Foundation, dedicated to 
providing support to our amazing commu-
nity college, has proven to be an exceptional 
resource for students, staff and the broader 
NOVA community since its founding in 1979. 
Donor contributions have a direct three-fold 
impact by providing scholarship support to 
students in need of assistance, by advancing 
opportunities for the families of students 
because of their increased edu-
cation and work force prepara-
tion and thereby, for our region 
as NOVA students stay in the 
area, enter the workforce and 
support our economy.

The onset of the pandem-
ic resulted in the opportunity 
for the foundation to expand 
support to students, as many 
found themselves in more dire 
financial situations, which not 
only impacted their ongoing education but, 
more importantly, their day-to-day exis-
tence.

A recent study by Temple Universi-
ty’s Hope Center for College, Community 
and Justice surveyed 200,000 community 
college students in 42 states, confirming 
the massive impact of the pandemic and 
revealing that three in five community 
college students were experiencing basic 
insecurities in areas such as food, housing 
and essential services.

The NOVA Foundation’s response was 
quick and impactful, providing nearly 1,500 
grant awards of $500 each directly to stu-
dents before federal funds were announced. 
The foundation’s grants went to support 
children and families during the crisis.

As we have worked our way through the 
pandemic, the foundation has provided 
additional opportunities to support stu-
dents. Partnering with NOVA’s Financial 
Stability and Advocacy Center, the foun-
dation established a savings challenge 
for students to stress the importance of 
saving for emergencies. The challenge 
provided up to a $250 match for students 
who participate in the program. The foun-
dation made a commitment of $50,000 as 
this program moves forward.  

Additionally, the NOVA Foundation was 
pleased to launch the Career & Leadership 
Readiness Institute with a 2020-2021 In-

NOVAtion grant of $8,100. This pilot pro-
gram offered NOVA students opportuni-
ties to develop and enhance their career 
and leadership readiness skills to be more 
competitive and effective job candidates. 
While more than 500 students partici-
pated in one or more program opportuni-
ties, 35 completed the full CLRI program, 
which involved industry partners such as 
Comcast, Inova, Leidos, Prism, Squadron 
Defense, Sure Secure and Volvo.  

The Foundation extends its financial 
support to NOVA’s employees 
as well through the InNOVA-
tion Grants Program, with more 
than $66,000 awarded this past 
year to support faculty and staff 
grants designed to promote stu-
dent success. The faculty/staff 
grants program has proven to be 
a welcomed and much needed ad-
dition to the overall support pro-
vided to the college.

The NOVA Educational Foun-
dation has had a critical impact since its 
launch more than 40 years ago, but it contin-
ues to seek more and better ways to support 
students, staff and the broader NOVA com-
munity. The foundation’s ability to provide 
the ongoing support for which it is known 
while quickly adapting to changing needs 
during the global pandemic has made it an 
invaluable resource to the college and to the 
community. With NOVA being a workforce 
development engine for our region, the im-
portance of a continued positive collabora-
tion between the college and the foundation 
is paramount to the success of all who are 
served.

To continue its exceptional work, the 
NOVA Foundation seeks support from cor-
porations, local businesses and individu-
als who desire to help our community and 
to help individual students struggling to 
advance through education or secure job-
ready skills to enhance their opportunities 
in the workforce.

To learn more about the NOVA Education-
al Foundation, go to  https://giving.nvcc.edu 
to see how you can help. Together, we can 
have an impact – we can make a difference.

The writer is the former principal of T. 
C. Williams High School from 1984 to 

2006. He currently serves as Alexandria’s 
representative to the Northern Virginia 

Community College Board.

An investment 
that generates a triple return

JOHN 
PORTER
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To the editor: 
This is a critical election in 

Alexandria’s history. Earlier this 
month, Hopkins House invited 
candidates running for public of-
fice in the 2021 Democratic Party 
primary elections for the City of 
Alexandria to respond to a survey 
on early childhood and education 
issues. Both mayoral and council 
candidates were invited and all 15 
responded.

A committee, composed of 
Hopkins House trustees, staff 
and volunteers received the sur-
vey responses and provided a 
summary analysis of the extent 
to which the responses from in-
dividual candidates aligned with 
the organization’s public policy 
positions on early care and edu-
cation in the city.

Hopkins House thanks and 
congratulates all candidates run-

ning for Alexandria mayor and 
City Council for illustrating that 
early childhood education is a 
priority. We also recognize Canek 
Aguirre, Sarah Bagley, John Chap-
man, Alyia Gaskins, Kevin Harris, 
Kirk McPike, Meronne Teklu and 
Justin Wilson for submitting an-
swers that illustrated support for 
and understanding of all six pub-
lic policy priorities championed by 
Hopkins House.

The summary analysis is being 
shared with the public and media. 
We encourage you to use this and 
other resources to educate your-
self around these important pub-
lic policy issues, consider which 
candidates most closely align with 
your own views around these is-
sues, and vote in the June 8 Dem-
ocratic primary.

-Elizabeth Partoyan,
board secretary, Hopkins House 

To the editor: 
When Alexandria voters go to the 

polls on June 8, they must vote for 
members of City Council who have 
contributed favorably to our overall 
welfare. An example of this is that 
four City Council members voted to 
eliminate the School Resource Offi-
cers Program.

The SROs often serve as educa-
tors, emergency managers and in-
formal counselors. This program 
was instrumental in providing 
school security and resembles what 
one would expect from a successful 
mentor program, wherein the stu-
dents learn that law and order is not 
a pejorative issue. The four dissent-
ers should find other work, since 
school safety and security is not a 
priority with them.

Another serious issue is that City 
Council members who continue to 
vote for even more density should not 
be reelected. As the most dense city in 

Virginia, and within the top five na-
tionally, the council needs to careful-
ly consider the overall impact of every 
proposed development that increases 
this density, lest we become a Man-
hattan on the Potomac.

We have reduced considerably the 
ambiance of the waterfront by erect-
ing massive buildings that exceed the 
boundaries of what has been zoned. 
Also, visitors find it almost impos-
sible to locate a parking place, and 
when they do, not everyone uses cell 
phones to pay for parking.

As a candidate for City Council in 
2000, I proposed a building morato-
rium. Even then, it was evident that 
development was getting out of hand. 
Densification for its own sake con-
tributes to our fiscal and social prob-
lems and reduces the overall livability 
and historic charm of our city. 

Vote smartly, Alexandria!
-Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet,

Alexandria

To the editor: 
As the president and CEO of 

America’s oldest forest conserva-
tion organization, I spend my days 
trying to help cities across America 
equitably protect and expand their 
precious tree cover as protection 
from climate change, a way to im-
prove air and water quality and a 
source of better mental and phys-
ical health. Cities across Ameri-
ca are finally seeing trees not as 
scenery, but as critical infrastruc-
ture that is needed in every neigh-
borhood for climate action, climate 
justice and health equity.

So, it is nothing short of trag-
ic that my own beloved hometown 
of Alexandria treats its tree cover 
like a speed bump on the way to 
becoming some kind of “Plano on 
the Potomac” that seems to please 
some of our elected officials and 
everyone in the development com-
munity while enraging city resi-
dents.

There are countless exam-
ples, but consider first the wan-
ton destruction of the precious 
Witness Tree, under the cover of 
our COVID-19 lockdown and over 
strident citizen protest, just to put 

a snack bar right there amid the 
inappropriate redevelopment of 
Parker-Gray Stadium. That said a 
lot about our values.

Now we have the outrageous 
Taylor Run project, right in my 
own neighborhood, which propos-
es to level a mature forest that is 
providing countless environmen-
tal and community benefits, just 
so the city can claim bogus water 
quality credits. This project is so 
monstrous that it actually harms 
our city and the Chesapeake Bay 
in one fell swoop. No wonder it has 
helped trigger a wave of new can-
didates for city office. 

We are running out of time to 
confront climate change, to deliver 
real equity and justice in our com-
munity, and to save the qualities 
that make Alexandria one of the 
most amazing places to live any-
where in our country. I call on our 
current city officials and staff, as 
well as all candidates for office, to 
commit to change course. We re-
ally can be “Eco-City Alexandria,” 
and our trees must be treated like 
precious assets to help us get there.

-Jad Daley,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
In the May 20 Alexandria Times 

voter’s guide, both mayoral candi-
dates were asked the same ten ques-
tions asking for one-word answers. 
These questions are critical for Alex-
andrian voters to assess each candi-
date’s views and competencies. 

One candidate, Allison Silberberg, 
answered every single question. Jus-
tin Wilson answered just four. These 
questions went to the heart of major 
issues facing our city, especially un-
restrained density, the role of devel-
opers and whether to bulldoze Chin-
quapin Park. 

One particularly telling item was 
the degree (ranked 1 – 10) to which 
a mayor should consider input “from 
those most impacted by decisions?” 
This is a democracy, people. Listen-
ing to the citizens affected by city 
governmental decisions is the fun-
damental responsibility of a mayor. 
But Wilson couldn’t bring himself 
to choose a number. This is out-
rageous. How is it possible that a 
candidate in such an important and 
competitive race can be so dismis-
sive of us voters?  

One would think that a candidate 
for mayor would do everything pos-
sible to avoid even the appearance 
of any behavior that might suggest 
indifference to the public’s right to 
know his or her opinion about the 
issues of the day. Yet only Silberberg 
has approached Alexandria voters 
with a clear intent and a thorough 
and respectful response. 

While we might not all agree 
about the issues facing our city, Sil-
berberg will listen to every side and 
will provide a straightforward, re-
spectful answer to a question, rather 
than hide behind a “did not answer” 
or DNA. She believes that voters have 
a right to know and that candidates 
have an obligation to tell the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth. 

I will be voting for Silberberg and 
her efforts to strengthen our democ-
racy through smart growth, environ-
mental stewardship, transparency 
and a sterling ethical history. Join me 
in electing Allison Silberberg as our 
next mayor. As her tagline says, Alli-
son is a mayor you can trust.

-Lyn Gubser,
Alexandria 

Hopkins House endorsements

Vote smartly Alexandria!

Conservation is an equity issue

Wilson is dismissive of voters
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To the editor: 
As you head to the polls for the June 8 Democratic Pri-

mary to select a mayoral candidate, there are some basic 
facts about Allison Silberberg that are extremely import-
ant to consider as you vote. I speak of these as one who 
has witnessed Allison’s fine character through an ac-
quaintance that spans decades.

Allison is one to keep her word. She steadfastly stood 
by the promises she made in the campaign prior to her 
first term as mayor. Allison is all about transparency 
and ethics and fought hard to initiate both during her 
previous term. A top priority for Allison is offering a 
constant ear to the concerns of Alexandria’s residents, 
and there are some very serious issues to contemplate 
at this time.

Allison is a dedicated environmentalist and has lived 
in Alexandria for many years to witness the dramatic 
changes in our tree canopy and the major shrinking of 
our green space due to thoughtless development. Allison 
is eager to protect what remains and replace what we have 
lost when possible. Allison will strive for and endorse 
smart growth that does not destroy the reasons so many 
have chosen Alexandria as their home – a place where 
residents can experience a sense of community and enjoy 
its preserved and amazing history.  

Put quite simply, Allison will strive as mayor to offer a 
continued quality of life for all who live and work here, as 
that is her main goal. Without her guidance as mayor, the 
quality of life we have known in the past will no longer 
exist in this wonderful city. 

-Barbara Fisher,
Alexandria 

To the editor: 
As a resident of the City of Alexandria, 

I am casting one of my six votes for City 
Council for Patrick Moran, and here is why 
I think he should earn one of your six votes 
as well. 

Patrick comes from a family who pas-
sionately believes in the commitment of 
service to the community. His father, former 
U.S. Congressman James Moran, Jr., served 
as our city’s vice mayor and mayor, and his 
uncle, former Virginia 46th District Del-
egate Brian Moran, is currently our Com-
monwealth’s secretary of public safety and 
homeland security.

As we come out of the pandemic and be-
gin to adjust to a new normal, Patrick wants 
to see Alexandria City Public Schools open 
for all students, so they have the option to 
resume their in-person classroom instruc-
tion five days a week. He feels resuming 
five-day options in schools and recreation 
centers is critical to restoring economic 
prosperity and equity for children through-
out Alexandria. 

With safety in mind, Patrick wants to see 
the School Resource Officer program fully 
reinstated at our middle schools and T.C. 
Williams High School to ensure all Alex-
andria students are safe. He wants to work 
with the Alexandria Police Department to 
enhance community policing.

Strikingly, for seven years, our city has 
not funded body cameras, despite repeated 
requests from APD. Patrick wants to work to 
fund and fully implement body cameras for 
APD, as soon as possible, in order to ensure 
safety for citizens as well as officers.

As an environmentalist and entrepre-
neur, Patrick owns and operates his Alex-
andria-based business, Tactical Land Care, 
where he has created jobs and is an expert 
in stormwater management, ecological res-
toration and green building, all of which 
are major issues that our city has been con-
fronting in neighborhoods for many years. 

Patrick is the chair of the Alexandria Cit-
izen Corps Council, where he is advancing 
infrastructure resiliency. In 2020, he led the 
unanimous adoption of the ResilientALX 
charter, which audits our city’s resilience 
amongst all schools, civic associations, 
businesses, nonprofits, churches and tem-
ples.  

Alexandria needs a councilor as well as a 
visionary community-builder who can and 
will provide skillful leadership on City Coun-
cil that is so desperately needed, someone 
who was born in the city, is an ACPS alum 
and truly has the heartbeat and pulse of the 
city running through his veins. Patrick Mo-
ran is that man we can all vote for on June 8.

-Patrick J. Malone,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
Oronoco Bay Park is one of Alexan-

dria’s more popular waterfront parks 
and with the start of summer almost 
upon us it is of interest to say a few 
words about the historic railroad tracks 
that are part of the park’s landscape. It 
is important to note that at one time 
these tracks played an important role 
in the City of Alexandria’s developing 
economy as discussed below.

To the southeast of Oronoco Bay 
Park, just across Pendleton Street, 
the tracks served the recently de-
molished Robinson Terminal North. 
During the mid- to-late 1900s, the 
Robinson Terminal building was 
owned by the Washington Post. The 
Post used the building to handle 
newsprint and other items key to 
its newspaper business. Most likely, 
many of these items were brought 
to the Robinson Terminal using the 

tracks seen in the park. 
While the tracks end at the Rob-

inson Terminal, they continue in the 
other direction across the rim of Or-
onoco Bay Park on their way to a con-
nection with the main line of the CSX 
railroad. Before reaching the CSX 
main line, the tracks cross several fa-
miliar streets and thoroughfares.

From the corner of Oronoco Bay 
Park, the tracks continue north 
across Madison Street and then 
Montgomery Street, paralleling the 
Mount Vernon Trail and passing in 
front of the attractive townhouses. 
As the tracks continue northward, 
they come to the busy Canal Center 
Plaza. After passing the plaza, the 
tracks turn to the northwest toward 
the intersection of Royal Street and 
Bashford Lane where the decommis-
sioned Potomac River Generating 
Station is located. 

Like the Robinson Terminal, 
PRGS, a coal-fired power plant, had 
an interesting background, one that 
also played prominently in the re-
gion’s economic growth. PRGS be-
gan operations in 1949. Until PRGS 
ceased operating in 2012, the tracks 
that we see idle today were used by 
the Southern Railway and then by 
the Norfolk Southern Railroad to 
bring coal to the facility.

With an output of about 500 
megawatts, PRGS supplied electric 
power to the region including the 
District of Columbia and counties in 
Maryland. After successful clean-up 
and remediation, the site occupied by 
the power plant should be ready for 
redevelopment. 

Leaving PRGS, the tracks con-
tinue west across both the George 
Washington Parkway and then Slat-
ers Lane. The last roadway the tracks 

cross is Potomac Greene Drive, a 
side-street off Slaters Lane. It should 
be noted that the switch connecting 
the tracks to the CSX main line can 
be seen from Potomac Greene Drive. 
It can also be seen from the north-
bound lane of the bridge that carries 
Route 1 over the CSX tracks. 

The hope is that with the infor-
mation presented above people that 
come to enjoy the beauty of Oronoco 
Bay Park will take a few minutes to 
think about the railroad tracks in the 
park and how this rather short spur 
once played an important role in Al-
exandria’s growing economy.

-Dick Chait,
Alexandria 

Silberberg’s fine character Patrick Moran, a legacy of leadership

Historic tracks in Oronoco Bay Park “It is important to note that 
at one time these tracks 
played an important role 
in the City of Alexandria’s 
developing economy...”
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To the editor: 
I would like to add my voice to 

the chorus of support for Classical 
Movements and their outdoor con-
cert series at the Rectory on Prin-
cess Street. I recently moved to 
Old Town and was thrilled to find 
a house only a block from this de-
lightful venue.

As an avid supporter of live mu-
sical performance, I was even more 
thrilled to have the opportunity to 
support their top-notch musical 
offerings last year while COVID-19 
had virtually all other live perfor-
mances shut down. Imagine relo-
cating during COVID-19 and find-
ing yourself in a wonderful, vibrant 
neighborhood with live NSO con-
certos virtually out your front door!

However, I understand we have 
neighbors who object to the per-
formances of professional, interna-
tionally acclaimed musicians in our 
neighborhood, during select and 
limited times, pursuant to a city 
variance.

I also understand that one of 

our neighbors is now offering his 
own simultaneous performances. 
I’ve not had the pleasure of hear-
ing them, but understand that the 
quality is not quite equal to the of-
ferings at the Rectory.

Nonetheless, these clearly are 
public performances, producing 
noise, and while it doesn’t sound 
like they are paid performances, 
they clearly have a commercial 
purpose – to reduce the value of the 
performances offered by Classical 
Movements.

Therefore, just as Classical 
Movements was called upon to seek 
a variance for their performances, 
it is only appropriate that the city 
also step in to enjoin the noise from 
Guy Lamolinara’s property until 
he succeeds in obtaining a similar 
variance covering his performanc-
es. I look forward to the City Coun-
cil hearing and have no doubt that I 
will be joined by a number of neigh-
bors and other patrons.

-Jessica Lefevre,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
The City of Alexandria is cur-

rently regarded as one of the best 
places to live, visit and celebrate in 
America. However, one of the major 
21st century challenges facing our 
city is how to address the urgent 
need for realistic, environmentally 
sensitive and fiscally sound growth 
and community development.  

Alexandria is fortunate to have 
an experienced Democratic candi-
date, Allison Silberberg, for mayor. 
She is championing smart growth 
that is responsible, sensible devel-
opment, to a scale that takes into 
account infrastructure and sur-
rounding neighborhoods. 

Allison’s demonstrated record 
includes her leadership to secure the 
$1 billion Virginia Tech Innovation 
Campus for Alexandria, a feat that 
will pay community smart growth 
dividends for many decades.

I am proud to call Allison a 
personal friend and profession-
al colleague, whom I hold in the 
highest esteem. 

Allison believes the people of 

Alexandria have the right to know 
her factual positions on issues criti-
cal to the city. She proved that lead-
ership ethos by directly answering 
every question in the recent Alex-
andria Times Voter Guide, includ-
ing the 10 that required one-word 
answers.

Her opponent, Justin Wilson, 
answered four of those one-word 
questions. His refusal to answer 
the other six questions, as request-
ed, follows his established pattern 
of continued lack of transparency, 
truth and honesty when dealing 
with major community issues that 
affect our city.

Like many others who put a 
premium on proven democracy, 
transparency, ethics, integrity and 
uncompromised leadership, my 
friends and I will proudly cast an 
informed vote for Allison Silber-
berg for mayor of Alexandria.

As her 2021 leadership cam-
paign tagline says, “Allison is the 
mayor you can trust!”

-Tony R. Culley-Foster,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
In response to the May 6 letter to 

the editor, “STEMing access to math,” 
I encourage students and parents 
concerned about the Virginia Math 
Pathways Initiative to review the rel-
evant research on de-tracking math-
ematics curriculums. De-tracking is 
the elimination of separate classes for 
high-, average- and low-achievers in 
favor of heterogeneous classes where 
everyone is held to the same perfor-
mance standards. Multiple studies 
from the University of California, Co-
lumbia and the University of North 
Carolina have shown de-tracking 
leads to improved equity, higher ed-
ucational outcomes and minimal neg-
ative outcomes for “high performing 
students.”

Consider Evanston Township High 
School in Evanston, Illinois. Evanston 
implemented de-tracking in 2010. 
The decision was met with contro-
versy at the time, but has resulted in 

measurable positive impacts. In 2015, 
the school posted its highest average 
ACT scores ever, 23.9 compared to 
the national average of 20, and saw 
increases in ACT performance across 
all demographics. Similar results have 
been recorded in school districts in 
San Francisco, California and Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. 

I commend VDOE for hosting 
community information sessions, 
such as the one held Tuesday, and 
encourage them to hold many more 
as the new curriculum is being de-
veloped, reviewed and finalized. Any 
new approach to mathematics educa-
tion must be evidence-based and de-
veloped in the open.

Parents should have ample opportu-
nity to engage with state and local gov-
ernments as these changes are made. 
Only then will we be able to provide 
better educational outcomes for all.

-Donald Polaski,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
Thank you for your coverage of the 

Special Use Permit granted to Classical 
Movements by City Council on March 
13. During the weekends of April 3 and 
April 10, Classical Movements held 
two concerts, one of brass instruments 
and one of opera. On both occasions, 
the decibel levels reached 80, and the 
week prior they went to 90.

The SUP mandates that Classical 
Movements not exceed 60 decibels. 
Also, on April 3, Classical Movements 
hosted a wedding with amplified mu-
sic, which City Council specifically 
forbade when the SUP was grant-
ed. This is the second time Classical 
Movements has hosted weddings with 
amplified music. Clearly, they have no 
intention of abiding by any rules.

When decibel levels reach 80 or 
more, the sound can be heard in every 
room in my house – not to mention 
how loud it is when one is outdoors. 
I was hosting friends on my patio. 
We literally had to shout to hear one 
another. My wife, who suffers from 
intractable migraines, had no place 
inside our house that was not free of 
this noise. 

Classical Movements loves to 

state that “music is not noise.” It is 
not noise when one wishes to hear it. 
When one is looking for some peace, 
it is very much noise. Our neighbors 
have an infant who sleeps in a bed-
room at the rear of their house. How 
does one get an infant to sleep when a 
concert is literally going on less than 
50 feet away?

I have nothing against music, but 
the property where Classical Move-
ments is located, in a mostly residen-
tial area, is totally unsuitable for this 
purpose. Which is of course is why a 
Special Use Permit was needed for 
them to continue with the concerts 
they ran for more than six months 
without a permit. City planners right-
fully realized when they designed the 
codes that the mostly residential loca-
tion of Classical Movements was not 
suitable for their business model.

So, I ask my fellow Alexandrians, 
once again, if you choose to attend 
these concerts, please consider the 
deleterious effects they are having 
on those who wish to have full enjoy-
ment of their homes. Would you want 
this inside your home every weekend?

-Guy Lamolinara,
Alexandria

In support of Classical Movements

Silberberg’s legacy of smart growth

Stamping out the math wars

Classical Movements, part II
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To the editor: 
In a recent panel debate of Democratic candidates for the 

Alexandria City Council, incumbent Canek Aguirre said he 
was in favor of co-location of affordable housing with Alex-
andria public schools. He noted that several schools already 
are adjacent to public or affordable housing, suggesting that 
units could be built on undeveloped property adjacent to ex-
isting schools. 

What he failed to say is that most if not all of that property 
already is being used for school playgrounds and playing fields.

Even now the much-used field next to Minnie Howard School 
is slated for destruction because of the new design for the school.  
For years that field has had vigorous use during school hours for 
outdoor activity and at other times for community use for orga-
nized sports. Losing that venue is sad, indeed.

Now comes Aguirre with an idea that seemingly would 
eliminate other school play space. As every parent and teach-
er knows, youngsters require those amenities for their physi-
cal, social and intellectual wellbeing.  Alexandria is not ben-
efited by Aguirre’s co-location ideas nor perhaps for having 
their advocate on City Council.

-Jack Sullivan, 
Alexandria

To the editor: 
This is an open letter to mayoral candidates Annette 

Catchings (R) and Allison Silberberg (D) as well as City Coun-
cil candidates Florence King (I), James Lewis (D) and Darryl 
Nirenberg (R):

You are identified as having signed the “Alexandria Constit-
uents’ Bill of Rights” created by the group For Better Alexandria 
Government. I recently sent an email asking who made up the 
membership of this group. The response was the group was “a 
diverse group of City of Alexandria residents who live across a 
number of Alexandria neighborhoods.” Do you know who they 
are? I am hopeful that they identified themselves when they re-
quested you sign this pledge. Is this a group of five people? Fifty? 
Five hundred? How many neighborhoods are represented?

They state they plan to recognize candidates that incor-
porate four “objective” criteria into their platform, including 
“[integrating] ethics, integrity, transparency and account-
ability to their constituents ...” Are you concerned that this 
group demands transparency from you but will not tell oth-
ers who are part of their group or state its membership and 
leadership on their website? Do you consider yourself more 
accountable to this group of individuals over the other resi-
dents of Alexandria? 

I encourage you to reach out to the members of this group 
and strongly request they make themselves more publicly 
known with full names and neighborhoods.

Note: I am a volunteer for John Chapman’s campaign who 
has not responded to the pledge and support the re-election 
of Justin Wilson for mayor, who declined the pledge.

-Pamela Goodell,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
As a longtime resident of Alexandria and 

the lead organizer at Tenants and Workers 
United, I write to commend the Alexandria 
City Council for their move to allocate fund-
ing for the creation of a Community Police 
Review Board.

For far too long, the Alexandria Police 
Department has gone unchecked by the 
communities they are supposed to serve 
and protect. If they are, in fact, here to serve 
everyone equally, then the communities of 
color that are disproportionately impacted 
by police misconduct and police brutality 
must be given a position of oversight and 
authority. 

For five years now, TWU organizers, 
community members and young people 
have advocated for significant changes to 
local law enforcement policies, including a 
city ordinance to require the APD to collect 
and publicly report disaggregated data on all 
police interactions, with demographic infor-
mation of those stopped and arrested. After 
lots of verbal commitments, we have yet to 
see any reports with meaningful data from 
the police department. 

This move by City Council could not 
have come a moment too soon. As the coun-
try grieves from yet more horrific murders 
of Black people at the hands of unaccount-

able police, our leaders face a critical choice: 
Cower away from change to preserve the 
dangerous, violent, racist status quo? Or en-
act bold, meaningful, structural changes to 
advance racial equity and improve the lives 
of our communities of color.

The guilty verdict in the trial of the police 
officer who murdered George Floyd gives us 
some hope that accountability standards are 
changing, but this never should have hap-
pened in the first place. We need meaningful 
preventative measures in place at the local 
level. We have made our voices clear, and we 
are glad to see City Council take action to 
address our needs.

This Community Police Review Board 
will, in part, be made up of members from 
our communities, “historically, racially or 
socially marginalized communities that 
have commonly experienced disparate po-
licing in Alexandria or the Commonwealth 
of Virginia.” This is essential.

Now, we will watch for a successful im-
plementation and additional plans for long-
term funding to sustain the Community 
Police Review Board. We look forward to 
working with a City Council that values our 
input and makes decisions on behalf of all of 
us to advance racial equity. 

-Ingris Moran,
Alexandria

To the editor: 
In the past three years, the residents of 

the City of Alexandria have experienced 
a trust deficit with the city’s bureaucrat-
ic staff and its elected City Council mem-
bers. Some city blocks have yard signs that 
read: “Don’t Bulldoze Chinquapin Park!,” 
“High Rises in Old Town?” “#Open ACPS!” 
and “STOP Alexandria’s UNNECESSARY 
Flooding.”

Residents have voiced their concerns 
about the city’s decisions to reduce lanes 
on Seminary Road, expressed outrage at the 
lack of transparency regarding the Potomac 
Yard Metro and called out one city elected 
official’s perceived conflict of interest in the 
Hugo Black house case.

Since January 2019, the list of concerns 
by city residents has increased. Many resi-
dents feel marginalized and disrespected 
that their voices are not heard by city lead-
ers. Even after earnest appeals and petitions 
by residents on city policy decisions across 
a broad range of issues, residents frequently 
feel that their appeals fall on the deaf ears of 
City Council and the city manager.

At issue is the decline in values-based 
trust between city residents and elected 
leaders along the lines of integrity, open-
ness and fairness.  At issue is the city res-
idents’ trust deficit with its elected leaders 
where constituents feel that the city failed 
to properly address the quality of life in our 
neighborhoods, the appropriate decorum 
between city leadership and civic associa-
tions and the preservation of Alexandria’s 
historic districts. 

A group of concerned Alexandria resi-
dents formed For Better Alexandria Govern-
ment,  which recently launched its website 
at https://www.betteralex.us, calling on all 
2021 mayoral and City Council candidates to 
integrate values-based trust into their cam-
paign platforms.

Our group desires a City Council that 
actively engages, listens and collaborates 
with their constituents to make the City of 
Alexandria a better place to live. For Better 
Alexandria Government contacted every 
mayoral and council candidate requesting 

Aguirre is wrong about 
co-location

Who is ‘For Better 
Alexandria Government’?

Police Review Board is the right step

Rebuilding trust in our elected leaders 

SEE WARD | 41
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
This Week 
Is your child taking part in summer learning this year?

This Week 
Will the recent spill of thousands of gallons of chlorine into 
Lake Cook alter your perception or use of the lake?

A) Yes.
B) No.
C) I didn't know summer school was happening.
D) Doesn't apply.

50% What is Lake Cook? 
30% No, it will recover and I will go back.
15% Yes, I won't visit a contaminated site.
5% Yes, I sometimes fish there but now won't.

OUT OF THEOUT OF THE ATTIC ATTIC

As one of Alexandria’s 
“forgotten” African American 
neighborhoods, Grantville had 
a brief but important appear-
ance in Alexandria’s history. 
One of three neighborhoods 
that straddled Oronoco Bay, 
Grantville joined Fishtown to 
the west and Cross Canal to 
the north.

The names of the neigh-
borhoods reflected the lo-
cations where enslaved peo-
ple had fled to come to the 
Union-occupied Alexandria. 
They also honored those that 
the residents saw as allies 
in their quest for freedom. 
The changing names of new-
ly formed African American 
neighborhoods in Alexandria 
reflected both the influx of 
new residents with their va-
riety of original locations and 
the politics of changing city 
leadership. The rough geo-
graphic location of “Grant-
ville” was also known as “Pe-
tersburg.”

We can attribute the name 
Grantville to two people: Gen-
eral Ulysses S. Grant, who led 
Union forces during the last 
few years of the war, and Pe-
ter Grant, a shoemaker said to 
have built the first house in 
the neighborhood for a cost of 
$39. According to the “History 
of Schools for the Colored Pop-
ulation,” published in 1871, 
naming the neighborhood 
Grantville after both Grants, 
“kill[ed] two birds with one 
stone.” In 1863, Julia Wilbur 
wrote in a letter that “Grant-
ville numbers about 100 hous-
es now, & they are building a 
school house too.” 

The name Petersburg, 
shortened to “The Berg,” re-
fers to the city in southern Vir-
ginia that many of the neigh-
borhood’s residents had fled, 
especially during the siege 
that started in June 1864. In 
a 1982 oral history interview, 
longtime “Berg” resident 
Henry Johnson corroborated 

the assertion that the neigh-
borhood’s name connected to 
the city in Southside Virginia.  

After the Civil War, the 
name Grantville disappeared 
from the written historical 
record, replaced by The Berg. 
Although no documentation 
explains the name change, 
one speculates that the city’s 
white elites, who returned 
to Alexandria after the war, 
did not support having any 
neighborhoods named after 
a self-emancipated African 
American or a Union gener-
al. Another possible theory is 
that African American resi-
dents decided to change the 
name to better reflect their 
shared experience. 

The Book of Records, pri-
marily kept by Superintendent 
of Contrabands Rev. Albert 
Gladwin, shows the shift in 
the neighborhood’s name. 
Gladwin, in addition to re-
cording names, dates of death 
and ages also recorded the 

residence or place of death. 
After September 1865, Glad-
win stopped using the name 
Grantville and began to use 
Petersburg regularly after De-
cember 1865. 

Earl Lloyd, the first Af-
rican American to break the 
color barrier by playing in the 
National Basketball Associ-
ation on Oct. 31, 1950, was a 
20th-century resident of the 
Berg. Born in 1928 and raised 
in The Berg, Lloyd graduat-
ed from Parker-Gray High 
School, which today is the 
location of Charles Houston 
Recreation Center on Wythe 
Street across from the Alex-
andria Black History Museum. 
Lloyd received a scholarship to 
play in college before entering 
the NBA. He was also the first 
African American to become 
an assistant coach in the NBA.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

From Grantville to Petersburg to The Berg

want you to do is get that 
book and copy the entire 
thing down in longhand. 
That way, you’ll absorb 
what a great writer is try-
ing to do.” The whole book? 
Longhand? 

I bought the book and 
even copied down a few 
paragraphs, waiting to feel 
inspired. Chandler is the 
type of writer that will spend 
two pages describing a door 
knocker, which is not my 
style. Another dead end in 
the pursuit of glory.

In the end, I self-pub-
lished. The people who’ve 
read it, mostly friends and 
family, seem to really like it. I 
wouldn’t change a thing and 
I’d do it all over again. Except 
maybe copying down some 
of Chandler’s book. In fact, I 
did do it all over again with a 
second novel. 

By the way, the movie 
rights are still available.

The writer is CEO of Williams 
Whittle Advertising and is 

the author of two historical 
novels, “Pointer’s War” and 

“Pointer and the Russian.”

their signature pledging 
to support the Alexandria 
Constituents’ Bill of Rights. 
This document reflects the 
inherent, basic rights of ev-
ery city resident, and the 
pledge seeks to establish 
early accountability among 
City Council candidates to 
uphold those rights. 

For Better Alexandria 
Government posted signed 
pledges of mayoral and City 
Council candidates who 
agreed to uphold the Bill of 
Rights.  However, the sto-

ry is not which candidates 
have signed, but which can-
didates declined to sign. To 
improve the governance 
of our city, we need may-
oral and City Council can-
didates who demonstrate 
the courage, leadership and 
empathy to serve as active 
listeners to city residents, 
to fully integrate residents 
into city policy decisions 
and to rebuild the trust be-
tween the governors and 
the governed. 

-Stafford A. Ward,
spokesperson, For Better 
Alexandria Government

WHITTLE FROM | 35WARD FROM | 40
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AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  

Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed 
w/Free Trim Wrap Call 804-
739-8207 for MORE details! 

Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, 
Roofing, Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay 

safe and comfortable. Pre-
pare now. Free 7-year extend-
ed warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-
6667

Dont let the stairs limit 
your mobility! Discover the 
ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Ad-
vertise your business state-
wide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions to reach Home-
owners. Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Pro-
mote job listings statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
job seekers. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No med-
ical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit www.

Classifieds

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia      $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi          $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta     $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Graham Chang Inc

La Feria Latina

3842 Mount Vernon Ave

Alexandria

22305-2409

Wine and Beer Off Premises

Yong J. Chang President



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MAY 27, 2021 | 43 

Classifieds

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

O� er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Ad Network

Wear a mask.
Save a life.

You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new coronavirus by wearing 
a cloth facemask when you must go out in public. By wearing a mask, 
you help prevent community spread of the coronavirus and help 
protect the most vulnerable in our community.

Life55plus.info/vapress

WANTED TO BUY 
OR TRADE

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ 
for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Conve-
nient. Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com 

Subscribe to 
Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get 
your news delivered 
to your email 
Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-
e-edition

Want to get 
your news 

a day before 
everyone else?
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Janet Caterson Price
Alexandria Real Estate Specialist  |  NVAR Lifetime Top Producer 
703.622.5984  |  janet@janetpricehomes.com  |  janetpricehomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

Celebrating 26 Years of service to my clients and my community!

Modern-Day Purist's Dream

909 Cameron Street
Offered at $1,995,000

This plaqued Greek Revival was built in stages between 1790 and 1850. The original Flounder became 3,400 SF on two levels and since this 
handsome classic has been carefully curated with respect for the past and for current living standards. Grandeur prevails with the foyer gallery, 
regal staircase, tall ceilings, six remarkable fireplaces, double parlor with pocket doors and original cylinder glass windows. The gathering 
room/kitchen was added in 2002 and in doing so a cistern was discovered to the City's historians’ delight. There are four bedrooms and three 
updated baths on the second level, and below grade there is extensive storage (1,000 SF) and second laundry. The large wrap-around brick 

patio with fountains allows for a private retreat. Located one block from King Street and in view of historic Christ Church.


