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City discusses ARPA funds

Mark Jinks will leave at 
the end of 2021, after 
23 years of service
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

After 23 years of service to 
the city, City Manager Mark 
Jinks announced at City Coun-
cil’s Tuesday legislative meet-
ing that he will be retiring at 
the end of the year. 

“I want to thank the cur-
rent and former mayors and 
members of City Council. 

Seminary Hill, Arlandria 
residents voice concerns 
over future of hospital site
BY KATHERINE HAPGOOD

City Council unanimously 
passed Inova Alexandria Hospi-
tal’s request to change the land 
use designation of the property 
from Institutional to Residen-
tial Medium during Saturday’s 
public hearing. This request is 
due to Inova moving its Alexan-
dria location, currently located 
on Seminary Road, to Land-
mark Mall, which is planned for 
completion in 2028.

The request passed by coun-
cil aimed to change the land 
use designation of the current 
Inova site from Institutional to 
Residential and rezoning the 
property to the RB zone, which 

Residents provide 
input on priorities for 
$59.4 million in feder-
al funding
BY KATHERINE HAPGOOD

During the public hear-
ing on Saturday, residents 
had the opportunity to 
voice their thoughts on 
where some of the $59.4 
million awarded to the city 
through the American Res-
cue Plan Act should go.

In March 2021, President 
Joe Biden signed the $1.9 

trillion American Rescue 
Plan Act, which established 
the Coronavirus State and 
Local Fiscal Recovery Act 
Fund. About $360 billion 
of the fund will go directly 
to states and jurisdictions 
across the country, which 
can be spent to address is-
sues exacerbated by the 
pandemic. 

Alexandria received 
$59.4 million from this act, 
which will be distributed 
in two equal allotments in 
May 2021 and May 2022. 

According to a news release, 
the city plans to spend the 
money on “improving life 
in Alexandria, for both the 
community’s immediate re-
covery needs and as a long-
term investment.” 

The public hearing held 
on Saturday was the first 
opportunity that Alexan-
drians had to provide input 
regarding the initial allo-
cation of money from the 
federal government. The 
majority of the ARPA dis-
cussion revolved around 

moving certain projects up 
a tier on the city’s plan.

In order to collect pub-
lic input on how the mon-
ey should be used, the city 
released a survey and held 
two public engagement ses-
sions between April 30 and 
May 13. The city received 
more than 1,300 responses.

In those responses, res-
idents expressed concerns 
about a variety of issues. 
However, the majority of 

For the first time, the Alexandria City High School name was 
placed on the marquee in front of what is, until July 1, known 
as T.C. Williams High School. Current students, teachers and 

administrators attended the event unveiling the school’s new logo. 

SEE ARPA | 10

SEE INOVA | 12

SEE JINKS |4
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Summer Market is heating up!
As temperatures rise, the competition isn’t far behind. In a fast-paced market 
like this one, you need the best real estate professionals on your side. Reach out 
to one of our Alexandria experts for a consultation on how to best approach 
this ever-changing market - and check out our latest listings and sales! 

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com 
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

2050 Jamieson Ave #1216, Alexandria, VA 22314
3 BD |  2 BA |  $799,900  

Listed by The Goodhart Group

4405 Ferry Landing Rd, Alexandria, VA 22309 

4 BD |  3.5 BA |  $900,000

Listed by Pia Taylor

506-A E Howell Ave, Alexandria, VA 22301
2 BD |  2 BA |  $720,000 

Listed by Homes of Alexandria Team

906 Slaters Lane, Alexandria, VA 22314
3 BD |  4.5 BA |  $1 ,049,000

Listed by The Rivkin Group

ACTIVE ACTIVE

JUST SOLD JUST SOLD

  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152
Source: BrightMLS BrokerMetrics 1/1/21-3/10/21, Alexandria, VA

Start your Search!
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The Alexandria School 
Board voted unanimously 
to renew its contract with 
Superintendent Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings Ed.D. during its 
June 17 meeting. Hutchings, 
who has served as superin-
tendent since July 2018, will 
continue to lead Alexandria 
City Public Schools through 
June 30, 2025.

Hutchings’ time as su-
perintendent has been de-
fined by a focus on racial 
equity, culminating in the 
development of ACPS’ Eq-
uity for All 2025 strategic 
plan. During Hutchings’ 
tenure, ACPS has also 
moved forward on The High 
School Project, which aims 
to expand Alexandria’s 
high school into a network 
of connected campuses to 
address overcrowding in 
the city’s only high school. 
Under Hutchings, the city 
and ACPS have also moved 
forward on the Douglas 
MacArthur Elementary 
School rebuild and renam-
ing of both T.C. Williams 

High School and Matthew 
Maury Elementary School 
under Hutchings.

“As ACPS continues to 
address challenges stem-
ming from the COVID-19 
pandemic and systemic rac-
ism, we believe in his vision 
for our schools, and we look 
forward to supporting him 
in his work as he continues 
to move the division for-
ward,” School Board Chair 
Meagan Alderton said in a 
statement. “He and his team 
are committed to closing 

opportunity gaps and re-
moving barriers to equita-
ble access for our students.”

Not every decision of 
Hutchings’ has been popu-
lar. His decision to restruc-
ture the school division’s 
senior leadership was crit-
icized by several former 
members of the leadership 
team, who said there was 
a lack of internal stabili-
ty in ACPS. Hutchings also 
guided ACPS through the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
the shift to virtual learning, 
even as parents criticized 
him and the School Board 
for their deliberate approach 
to reopening.

“I know that this has been 
especially challenging as we 
pivoted during the pandem-
ic to support students and 
families,” Hutchings said in 
a statement. “There is still 
much work to do and I’m 
excited to lead ACPS as we 
continue to innovate and 
prepare our students for a 
bright future.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Due to a mysterious ill-
ness that has resulted in sick 
and dying birds across the 
DMV, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Wildlife Resources 
has urged residents to stop 
feeding birds.

DWR and various wildlife 
centers believe the disease may 
be transmitted at bird feeders 
and bird baths, so the agency 
also warns residents to clean 
their feeders and baths with 
a 10% bleach solution. Pets 
should also be kept away from 

birds that are sick or dying, ac-
cording to DWR.

The illness has common 
symptoms: swollen eyes, 
crusty eye discharge and 
neurological signs, including 
unusual head bobbing and 
difficulty with balance, ac-
cording to DWR. There is no 
evidence that the disease can 
be transferred to humans, 
but DWR discourages mem-
bers of the public from han-
dling sick or dying birds.

Dead birds can be report-

ed to VDWR at https://dwr.
virginia.gov.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFINGWEEKLY BRIEFING

School Board renews 
contract with Hutchings

State warns residents to 
avoid feeding birds

PHOTO/IRINA PROSSER FOR OLD HAT
Jack Caminos (left) and Tim Prosser (right), owners of Old Hat Pub 
in Old Town.

At 5 years old, Ace is an energetic guy who’s looking for someone to 
match his pace.  Long walks and room to play are two things Ace 

is looking forward to with his new home. But don’t be fooled by his 
“go go go” attitude; once he’s had a chance to play, Ace is just a big 

cuddlebug looking for a lap big enough for his his 60-pound frame.

Meet Ace in person!
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

~ Play Your Cards Right ~ 

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Because everyone  
deserves a home.”

Our 
dining room 

is open!

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd.
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Dine in or take out, 
always delicious.

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in 

bringing you the news every week. Please 
show them your thanks by patronizing 

their businesses.

DR. GREGORY
HUTCHINGS ED.D.
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It has been an honor and a 
privilege to serve the Al-
exandria community in ad-
dressing its challenges and 
creating a better commu-
nity for all Alexandria resi-
dents and businesses,” Jinks 
said. “However, I will be 70 
in 2022, and it is time to 
have fresh eyes on the City 
government organization to 
help it continue to achieve 
and improve.” 

Jinks first came to the 
city as Alexandria’s chief fi-
nancial officer in 1999 and 
was appointed city manager 
in 2015. 

He said he plans to direct 
the knowledge he gained 
from his 45-year state and 
local government career to-
ward mentoring the next 
generation of public admin-
istrators, in addition to find-
ing time to travel with his 
wife, Eileen. 

Over the years, Jinks has 
contributed his expertise 
to many of Alexandria’s 
major projects and chal-
lenges. During his time as 
city manager, Jinks helped 
the city manage its bud-
get and operations during 
COVID-19; create afford-
able housing; pursue water-
front land acquisition and 
development; relocate the 
National Science Founda-
tion to Alexandria; expand 
capital investments in the 
city and schools; hire the 
city’s first race and social 
equity officer; and plan and 
fund the Potomac Yard Met-
rorail station.

Mayor Justin Wilson 
said that Jinks’ budget ex-
pertise and “financial wiz-
ardry” played a significant 
role in championing the 
city’s community values 
over the years, specifically 
in regard to the Landmark 
Mall redevelopment and 
Potomac Yard Metro sta-
tion, which is set to open in 
a few months. 

“There are a lot of folks 
who had a role in making 

the [Potomac Yard Metro] 
station happen, but he’s 
probably the only essential 
person,” Wilson said in an 
interview. “Without him 
that would not have hap-
pened, so that’s a pretty 
significant legacy sitting 
right there.”

Wilson also highlighted 
Jinks’ “steadfast commit-
ment” to public service, local 
government and finding ways 
to help city employees grow 
in their careers. For example, 
Jinks created a city manager 
fellowship several years ago, 
where he moves an up-and-
comer from their normal job 
and into the city manager’s 
office to learn more about 
the operations of higher level 
government work. 

“He exposes them to a 
whole variety of experiences 
that usually advance their 
careers in a big way,” Wilson 
said. “Something he’s always 
been committed to … is mak-
ing sure he supports the folks 
who every day work for this 
community, and that’s not 
something you can say about 
every city manager.”

City Council is respon-
sible for choosing Jinks’ 
successor, since the city 
manager reports to coun-
cil. To find Jinks’ replace-
ment, council will conduct 
a national search for the 
first time since former City 
Manager Rashad Young’s 
appointment in 2011. City 
Council has recruited a 
search firm and plans to 
listen to community voices 
during the search. 

The process will be de-
fined and announced in the 
coming weeks, Wilson said. 

“The good news is that … 
whenever we open positions 
like this there is a whole lot 
of great talent from around 
the country that applies,” 
Wilson said. “I look forward 
to working with the com-
munity and our stakehold-
ers to determine the best 
leader for city government 
moving forward.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com

703.888.2458 | thai-signature.com
722 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Sunday-Thursday 11:00AM-10PM; Friday-Saturday 11:00AM-11PM

Thai Signature features the unique and outstanding Thai-American dishes with 
a touch of Asian exotic influences in Loft and Industrial atmosphere. We’re 
committed to providing fresh produce with quality meat to please our patrons’ 
palettes! Sample our fare and become an instant Thai Signature fan! 

Try our soups, salads, Thai Signature local Thai street food or special must-
try dishes. Check out our menu at thai-signature.com and see that there are 
delectable dishes for everyone.

Always good—anytime, any place: Dine in, take-out or delivery

Local Thai Street Food and Bar
Thai Signature

JINKS FROM | 1



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JUNE 24, 2021 | 5 



6 |JUNE 24, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

At Silverado our focus is on  
our resident quality of LIFE  
providing personalized  
engagement programs in  
an open and thriving  
atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with  Memory Loss

Real People
Really Living

Call Us Today
703-533-2423

for a no obligation  
discussion about 

Additions and Alterations 
Interiors and Exteriors

• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Roofs • Windows • Siding

• Handyman

IN BUSINESS

SINCE 1987

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Class A Builder ~ License #2705 057273A 
kenwardhomes@gmail.com | www.wardsremodeling.com

Residents observed 
new federal holiday last 
weekend
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

With Juneteenth now 
officially a federal holiday, 
the first new addition since 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day in 
1983, public awareness about 
the historic day continues 
to swell. Juneteenth marks 
the day that enslaved people 
in Galveston, Texas learned 
they were free. Word official-
ly arrived on June 19, 1865, 
two months after the Civil 
War ended and two years af-
ter President Abraham Lin-
coln signed the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation. 

Fast-forward 156 years, 
and commemorative events 
have exploded in number and 
type, ranging from exuber-
ant celebrations to solemn 
memorials. Though mostly 
virtual, the city of Alexandria 
joined communities across 
the country last weekend in 
celebrating the new holiday, 
a move Alexandria Black His-

tory Museum Director Audrey 
Davis called “necessary.”

“It’s a great way to not only 
celebrate but to honor those 
who worked so hard and had 
no voice, and it’s a great way 
to celebrate African American 
culture,” Davis said.

Here are some of the ways 
Alexandrians celebrated 
and honored Juneteenth last 
weekend.

Walking through history
Davis said that by far 

the most popular event last 
weekend was a virtual tour 
of the Alexandria African 
American Heritage North-
ern Waterfront Trail, which 
illuminates the history of 
enslaved and free African 
Americans who worked and 
lived along the waterfront 
from the foot of King Street. 

Alexandria Black History 
Museum staff originally cre-
ated the northern route tour 
in November 2020, and ex-
panded on it by enlisting the 

African American Heritage 
Trail Committee and a team 
of professional and commu-
nity historians to put togeth-
er an interactive program. 
The Juneteenth tour included 
prerecorded pieces at the ac-
tual sites, pictures of the sites 
in the 1940s juxtaposed with 
how they look today and an 
in-depth panel discussion. 

“We wanted to highlight 
some of the really interesting 
stories, so it was a great way 
to do the event,” Davis said. 

Because so many people 
signed up for the tour, staff 
plans to launch a southern 
route virtually once it’s fin-

ished, and eventually a West 
End route as well. 

“Sometimes you forget 
the history of that place and 
what it meant to people,” 
Davis said. “People want to 
know more about the places 
where they live, and here was 
an opportunity to do that.”

Singing from the soul 
Almost 230 people joined 

a Zoom call on June 19 to hear 
the Washington Revels Jubi-
lee Voices perform a prere-
corded concert at Jones Point 
Park and the Alexandria 

Alexandria celebrates Juneteenth

COURTESY PHOTO
Almost 230 people tuned into Zoom on June 19 to hear the Wash-
ington Revels Jubilee Voices perform. COURTESY PHOTO

For the first time ever, the George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial gleamed with shades of green, purple and red to com-
memorate Juneteenth. 

SEE JUNETEENTH | 8
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Nancy Perkins

+1 703 402 5599

Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com

Watch My Film: NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

Old Town Brokerage 400 South Washington Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314  |  +1 703 310 6800

©2021 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Character abounds in this thoughtfully renovated and expanded 2755 square foot Rosemont home. Curb 

appeal emanates from the 3-season gardens and screened porch. Inside, this enchanting home offers a living 

room and family room on the main level and a recreation room on the finished lower level. The expansive 

kitchen is appointed with abundant custom cabinetry, granite countertops, and stainless-steel appliances. 

Dual French doors in the family room provide nearly seamless indoor-outdoor living with the covered rear 

porch. A primary suite and second bedroom suite or home office complete the main level. Upstairs are two 

more bedrooms and a full bathroom. This home is incredibly convenient to the Metro, Old Town, Del Ray, 

National Harbor, and Washington, DC.

Enchanting Craftsman Bungalow in Rosemont 
106 E Maple Street, Alexandria, VA 22301
4 Bedrooms  |  3 Bathrooms  |  $1,235,000
2 Fireplaces  |  1-Car Driveway
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TACOS 4.50 each

GRILLED FISH TACO
with fruit salsa, cabbage & yuzu remoulade

FRIED FISH TACO
with avocado, pico & yuzu remoulade

CHICKEN TACO
marinated breast with tomato, cheese & onion

SKIRT STEAK TACO
marinated & grilled with lettuce & salsa verde

PHILLY CHEESE STEAK TACO
with queso & grilled onions

SMOKED PORK TACO
with scallions, sour cream, pico & cilantro

CRISPY BEEF TACO
with lettuce, cheese & pico

SUSHI, TACOS AND MORE ON THE AVENUE

SA
LA

DS

HOUSE
lettuce, cabbage, cucumber, tomato,  
with choice of citrus or creamy shiso dressing

SQUID SALAD 
marinated grilled calamari salad

SEAWEED SALAD
traditional hiyashi wakame

SEARED TUNA SALAD*
served over mixed greens with honey-lime
cilantro dressing and rice

6

7

6

16

SO
UP

S

MISO

SUIMONO
shiitake dashi with fresh mushrooms
*with shrimp and rice

AGEDASHI TOFU
tofu kara-age in vegetable broth

4

5

7

7

SM
AL

L P
LAT

ES

EDAMAME

SEARED MAINE LOBSTER TAIL
with spinach, shiitake & yuzu-koshu soy butter

SEARED DUCK BREAST
with mustard miso

SHRIMP TEMPURA
served with sweet-chile sauce

CHICKEN TATSUTAGE
deep fried sweet soy and ginger marinated
chicken served with yuzu remoulade

VEGETABLE TEMPURA
assorted, served with vegetable tentsuyu

GRILLED SCALLOPS
with sautéed spinach, shiitake and bacon

GRILLED STEAK SKEWERS*
marinated skirt steak

TUNA* POKE WONTON “TOSTADAS” (3)

VEGETABLE WONTON “TOSTADAS” (3)
with pico and avocado

5

12/20 dbl 

11

8

8

7.50

8

8

10

6

*Consuming raw or under-cooked meats, poultry, seafood, shellfish or eggs may increase your risk of food-borne illness.

SA
SH

IM
I

1909 MOUNT VERNON AVENUE, DEL RAY, ALEXANDRIA 22301  •  703.836.1212  •  www.kaizentavern.com

14

14

8pc  15
16pc  28

EN
TR

EE 
BO

WL
S

Entrée bowls served over your choice of mixed 
seasonal greens, white rice, or brown rice

SKIRT STEAK
grilled, with chile shiso buttermilk dressing

CHICKEN
grilled chicken teriyaki with creamy shiso 
vinaigrette

SALMON
grilled, with citrus-soy vinaigrette

SALMON POKE*
raw salmon with lemon-chile soy dressing

16

16

18

18

MA
INS

with porkbelly-soy green beans, onion tempura 
& steamed rice

CHICKEN TERIYAKI

GRILLED SKIRT STEAK

GRILLED SALMON OR MAHI-MAHI

18

18

18

MA
KI 

RO
LLS

CALIFORNIA
kanikama crabstick, avocado & cucumber

SPICY TUNA*
with spicy mayo & scallions

YELLOWTAIL & SCALLION*

SALMON & AVOCADO*

TUNA & AVOCADO*

EEL & CUCUMBER

CUCUMBER & AVOCADO

SHRIMP TEMPURA ROLL
with avocado & eel sauce

4.5/5 with masago

5.50

7

5.50

6.50

6.50

4.50

8.50

NIG
IRI

CRABSTICK

EEL*

SALMON ROE*

FLYING FISH ROE*

DAILY SPECIAL

3.5

6

6

6

market

5

5

6

5

6

two pieces per order

TUNA*

SALMON*

YELLOWTAIL*

SHRIMP*

SCALLOP*

SP
EC

IAL
TY

 RO
LLS

JO LOBSTER ROLL
lobster & avocado topped with seafood trio

RAINBOW ROLL*
avocado & cucumber roll wrapped with salmon,
tuna & yellowtail

SOFTSHELL CRAB ROLL
fried softshell, green onion & eel sauce

DRAGON ROLL
avocado, cucumber roll wrapped in eel

KAIZEN CRUNCHY SPICY TUNA ROLL*
with avocado, cilantro and jalapeño

JO HAMACHI ROLL* 
seared yellowtail with avocado, cilantro, jalapeño, 
tobiko, spicy wasabi mayo, & eel sauce

SMOKEY DEL RAY ROLL
shrimp tempura, cream cheese & avocado topped 
with smoked salmon

VEGETABLE DELUXE ROLL
cucumber, avocado, pickle, cilantro,  
jalapeño & ginger

CHERRY BLOSSOM ROLL*
salmon two ways, cucumber,  
avocado & sweet n spicy sauce

19

15

14

15

15

15

15

14

15

KAIZEN TATAKI*
seared yellowtail with avocado, jalapeño,
shiso, onion & ponzu

TUNA TARTARE*
chopped tuna, green apple,  
lightly dressed with chile sesame oil,  
served with wonton crisps for dipping

SASHIMI ASSORTMENT*
tuna, yellowtail, salmon, tobiko and bowl
of steamed rice

TEX
-M

EX

QUESADILLAS 9 each

SMOKED DUCK
duck, pico, jack cheese, green onions & sour cream

GRILLED CHICKEN
grilled chicken, jack cheese, pico, avocado & sour cream

KAIZEN
703.836.1212

1909 Mount Vernon 
Avenue, Del Ray 

www.kaizentavern.com

Fresh & Fun!New! 

New menu, new chef,  
new hours, family friendly. 

Join us for CAFTAN 
NIGHT starting at 6pm 

Thursday, June 24! 
Wear your finest caftan, 

kimonos, or other 
flowy fashion and enjoy 
drink, sushi, and entree 

specials!

Fontaine ‘To Go’  
Coffee Shop, 2 doors  

to the right from  
Fontaine Caffe.

Coffee, croissants,  
locally made pastries  

& more!

FONTAINE AND KAIZEN ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR DINE IN, CURBSIDE 

TAKE OUT OR LOCAL DELIVERY

FONTAINE 
703-535-8151  

119 South Royal Street,  
Old Town 

www.fontainebistro.com

FONTAINE

7:30 am to  
2:30 pm daily 

Top Trip Advisor place  
for “Best Brunch”

Enjoy our patio! 
5 pm to 10 pm daily

African American Heritage 
Park. The group even recre-
ated a photo in the museum’s 
collection that depicts Afri-
can Americans picnicking at 
Jones Point in 1897. 

The recording also fea-
tured interviews with Davis 

and Lillian Stanton Patter-
son, the museum’s retired 
curator and the city’s oldest 
working employee.

Patterson’s interview in-
cluded discussion about a 
photo she recently found of 
her mother working at the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center 
during World War II. Patter-

son’s late husband, Edward 
Lloyd Patterson, worked as 
a teacher and later as an ad-
ministrator at Parker-Gray 
High School. Her eldest 
daughter, Marilyn, serves 
as the executive director at 
First Night, an Alexandria 
nonprofit that showcases 
performance art. 

“She’s amazing; she has a 
great mind and great memo-
ry of Alexandria history,” Da-
vis said, calling Patterson an 
“Alexandria living legend.” 
“There’s a long history of be-
ing involved in Alexandria. 
And that’s really what June-
teenth is about: celebrating 
family history.” 

The Zoom chat included 
local attendees, in addition 
to National Parks service 
people from Maine and staff 
from the Blacks in Wax Mu-
seum in Baltimore. 

Davis attributes the con-
cert’s popularity to the Rev-
els’ known dedication to 
sharing historical truth and 
the direction of Andrea Jones 
Blackford, the artistic direc-
tor of the event. 

“They appear in period 
clothing, they do meticulous 
research about the history, 
and they all have beauti-
ful voices,” Davis said. “The 
scripts [and] stories they tell 
are lovely and compelling.”

Illumination
For the first time, City 

Hall, the Market Square 
fountain and the George 
Washington Masonic Na-
tional Memorial gleamed 
with shades of green, red and 
purple to honor Juneteenth. 
In coordination with the Of-
fice of Historic Alexandria, 
the illumination took place 
from June 18 to June 20. 

Juneteenth was celebrated 
as a state holiday in Virginia 
in 2020 by executive order, 
and Alexandria recognized it 
as a paid holiday for city staff 
in 2020 and 2021. 

Visit Alexandria CEO Pa-
tricia Washington said that 
the City Hall lighting rep-
resents Juneteenth’s “im-
mense importance” to the 
organization and city. 

“We were so pleased to see 
Alexandria’s expanded events 
and happenings honoring 
and celebrating Juneteenth,” 
Washington said. “[We’ll] 
continue to uncover Alexan-
dria’s history and uplift un-
dertold stories … for folks to 

We were so 
pleased to see 
Alexandria’s 

expanded events and 
happenings honoring 
and celebrating 
Juneteenth. [We’ll] 
continue to uncover 
Alexandria’s history 
and uplift undertold 
stories … for folks 
to experience not 
only on Juneteenth, 
but year-round.”

– Patricia Washington,
CEO, Visit Alexandria

experience not only on June-
teenth, but year-round.”

Davis, who started work-
ing at the Black History Mu-
seum in 1993 and has been 
celebrating Juneteenth for 
even longer, still vividly re-
members when people didn’t 
know what the holiday was. 
She said the evolution in col-
lective awareness has been 
encouraging to witness. 

Many of the early African 
American sites don’t exist 
anymore, so by commemo-
rating the holiday, Davis said 
people are now equipped with 
an opportunity to learn about 
the African American people 
that have lived and worked in 
Alexandria, heavily contrib-
uting to the culture and econ-
omy since its founding.

“People went from ask-
ing what it is to now asking, 
‘What are you doing for June-
teenth?',” Davis said. “That’s 
been the big change.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com

JUNETEENTH FROM | 6
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit 
property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

523 TE N N E SS E E AVE N U E |  ALEX AN D R IA
3 Bed | 2F Bath | $929,900

329 N WAS H I N GTO N STR E ET |  ALEX AN D R IA
7 Bed | 5F 1H Bath | $2,890,000

859 HAR B O R VI E W CI R |  CO LO N IAL B E ACH
6 Bed | 4F 2H Bath | $921,000

4252 B L AI R L AN E |  HARWOO D
5 Bed | 4F Bath | $2,225,000

200 E  M O N RO E AVE |  ALEX AN D R IA
4 Bed | 3F 1H Bath | $1,377,000

3023 B RYAN STR E ET |  ALEX AN D R IA
4 Bed | 2F Bath | $875,000

1737 ARTZ ROAD |  WOO DSTOCK
3 Bed | 5F 3H Bath | $3,100,000

1 867 PAR K ROAD #3 NW |  D C
3 Bed | 2F 1H Bath | $947,000

5 8 E  ROS E M O NT AVE N U E |  ALEX AN D R IA
2 Bed | 1F Bath | $670,000
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DAYNA BLUMEL 
& KERRY ADAMS

D: 703.597.2252 | K: 703.587.7841
dayna.blumel@compass.com
kerry.adams@compass.com
BlumelAdams.com

Offering Exceptional Service in 
Every Price Range

Licensed in VA, MD, & DC

Washingtonian Top Agents 2015-2020
WSJ Real Trends Best Real Estate Professionals

Since the start of the pandemic, we have helped more than 50 
buyers and sellers with their real estate needs, and we’ve witnessed a 
dramatic shift in how and where people want to live.  It’s been a thrill 
helping our clients redefine their priorities.  Whether it’s a townhouse 
in the city, a sprawling country estate, or a waterfront retreat, we look 
forward to helping you in the DMV….and beyond! 
      -- Dayna & Kerry
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respondents prioritized in-
vestments in the city’s in-
frastructure, particularly 
the stormwater system that 
has been frequently over-
whelmed during intense 
storm events. According to 
the city, 19.65% of those sur-

veyed would prioritize in-
frastructure, 14.01% would 
prioritize business and work-
force recovery and 13.01% 
would prioritize health and 
social services.

To decide which projects 
are prioritized, the city is us-
ing a tiered system. Accord-
ing to the city’s website, Tier 

1 and Tier 2 are for projects 
that are “shovel ready.” This 
means the project or pro-
gram could be started im-
mediately, and would have 
high impact on the commu-
nity. Examples of the city’s 
designated Tier 1 and Tier 
2 projects include the Rent-
al Resiliency program and 

Stormwater State of Good 
Repair and Resiliency.

For both projects, resi-
dents have expressed a need 
for the services, and for the 
Rental Resiliency program 
there is already a state pro-
gram model in place to assist 
the city. 

Tier 3 and Tier 4 are for 
projects and programs that 
may not be as urgent as Tiers 
1 and 2, may not be ready 
to start immediately or may 
need more work to become 
“shovel ready.” Examples of 
Tier 3 and 4 projects are the 
Digital Equity Plan and seed 
funding for the Alexandria 
Arts District Community De-
velopment Authority.

Residents and business 
owners have expressed a de-
sire for these two projects, 
but they are currently seen 
as less vital to the commu-
nity as a whole and also need 
more planning. 

Beyond Tier 4 are projects 
that may not qualify for ARPA 
funds and should be consid-
ered through other funding 
sources or may not be feasible 
within the time frame. The 
current tier list is available on 
the city’s website at https://
bit.ly/3d8Ai93, as well as the 
results of community input, 
which rated overall infra-
structure needs first, busi-
ness community programs 
second and health and social 
services programs third.

During the Saturday pub-
lic hearing, about 15 residents 
voiced their opinions to City 
Council on how they would 
prefer the city to spend ARPA 
funding. Council is set to re-
ceive staff’s spending plan for 
the first allotment of $29.7 
million on July 6. This means 
there is a possibility that the 
current project and proposal 
tiers may change due to resi-
dent input, both to the online 
survey and from the public 
hearing.

Projects and proposals 
that were discussed by resi-
dents at the hearing mainly 
centered around rental assis-
tance, childcare and tourism. 

Currently, the city has 
identified rent assistance 
as a Tier 1 issue, according 
to the tier list published on 
June 3. Rental Resiliency is 
a program proposed by the 
city that includes hiring bi-
lingual and temporary staff 
to “supplement capacity of 
Housing’s Landlord Divi-
sion,” which would take place 
starting July 1, 2021 and ex-
tend through Dec. 31, 2024. 
This program would work to 
prevent evictions, mediate 
landlord/tenant issues and 
repayment plans, use oth-
er emergency response and 
recovery resources to help 
maintain long term housing 
stability and security, as well 
as provide supplemental sup-
port for DCHS housing ini-
tiatives.

Residents in favor of rent 
assistance cited that they 
had difficulties with state 
rental assistance. 

“Trying to apply for rent 
assistance and navigate the 
system [was] a full-time job 
[on its own],” Vladimir Ven-
tura, a resident, said. 

Another resident, Teofila 
Gomez, mentioned that rent 
assistance should prioritize 
Hispanic and Black commu-
nities, as they were dispro-
portionately affected by the 
pandemic and may struggle 
through the process due to 
language or technology bar-
riers, she added. 

“Affordable housing is a 
health equity issue, so it should 

ARPA FROM | 1

SEE ARPA | 11

Trying to 
apply for 

rent assistance 
and navigate the 
system [was] 
a full-time job 
[on its own],”

– Vladimir Ventura,
resident
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• Weekly Lawn Care • Landscape  
Design • Tree and Shrub Planting & 

Pruning • Mulch Spreading • Tree and 
Stump Removal • Yard Clean Up  • Yard 

Waste Removal

Contact Alexander at: 571-505-2602 and  
alex.services.21@hotmail.com

We serve the entire DMV area. We go where the 
job is. Our priority is client satisfaction. We care 

about the quality of the work we do. 

• Fence Design, Building and Staining • 
Patio Building (Brick, Flagstone, Pavers) 
• Deck Building, Staining and Repair • 

Retaining Wall Building • Carpentry Work 
• Gutter Cleaning • Power Washing for 

Patios, Walkways, Siding

Alexander's  
Lawn Services

Yard Services

Building Services

Over 40 
years keeping 

ALEXANDRIANS 
cool!

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

Service areas that residents would prioritize for ARPA funding

19.65%
14.01%

13.01%

12.35%

11.89%9.63%

8.50%

6.24%

4.71%

Infrastructure

Business recovery 
and workforce

Health and social 
services

Housing

Technology

Cultural art, 
history and events

Emergency 
services

City faculty 
improvements

Government 
efficiency

DATA/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
The aggregated responses are shown as percentages rather than dollar amounts.

be a high priority for [the city] 
to address,” Gomez said.

Elizabeth Wang, commu-
nity development director at 
non-profit Casa Chirilagua, 
also said that it is difficult for 
residents to apply for rent-
al relief. She said that ARPA 
funds should go towards not 
only rental assistance but 
also training for the board 
and staff at Casa Chirilagua.

“We are not experts in the 
state program, and it can be 
overwhelming [for staff],” 
Wang said.

Besides rental assistance, 
many people within the 
childcare sector of Alexan-
dria attended the hearing to 
voice their concern regarding 
the lack of funds for child-
care providers. 

Glen Hopkins, represent-
ing Hopkins House, which is 
a non-profit child education 
center, said that Hopkins 
House has had a difficult 
time hiring staff. 

“We lost 10% of [our cur-
rent staff] from [concerns] 
about COVID,” Hopkins said.

Childcare providers are 
underpaid, and essentially 
put themselves and their fam-
ilies at risk during the past 
15 months of the pandemic, 
while barley making a livable 
wage, according to Hopkins.

Members of another 
prominent Alexandrian in-
dustry, Old Town tourism and 
arts, voiced their opinions to 
move various tourism and 
arts related projects up the 
tier list. Members of sever-
al sectors, including theater, 
hospitality, local businesses 

and arts organizations, spoke 
at the hearing. All agreed 
that tourism should be a 2021 
front funded issue, not placed 
on the back burner for 2022. 

“We should be investing 
in tourism marketing this 
July, not July next year,” Ja-
son Longfellow, of the Alex-
andria Arts Alliance, said. 

Information collected via 
the public hearing and other 
constituent feedback will be 
evaluated and presented at 
the July 6 legislative meeting, 
when council will receive the 
spending plan for the first 
allotment of funds. This will 
include primarily Tier 1 and 
2 projects and programs. In 
May 2022, Alexandria will 
receive the second allotment 
of funds to complete Tier 3 
and 4 proposals and projects.

-khapgood@alextimes.com

ARPA FROM | 10
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E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

REMEMBER PLANNING  
A HAPPY HOUR  
WITH FRIENDS?
AT HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA,   
it could be today.

With one of the highest vaccination rates in the region, 
our beautiful retirement community is getting back  
into the swing of things in Alexandria.

READY TO JOIN US?  LET’S CHAT.

703 797 380 0 |  HERMITAGENOVA .ORG 
50 0 0 FAIRBANKS AV ENUE |  ALE X ANDRIA , VA 22311

would allow for single-family 
residences to be built on the 
property. Inova originally 
proposed rezoning the prop-
erty to the residential RA 
zone, which would allow for 
larger apartment complexes 
to be built on site.

In the leadup to council’s 
decision on Saturday, the 
Seminary Hill Association ex-
pressed concern over how the 
rezoning squared with a pre-
vious agreement between Ino-
va and SHA. Members of SHA 
cited a private, notarized and 
signed agreement between 
Inova and SHA that restricted 
the zoning of Inova to single 
family residences if the hos-
pital ever moved. This agree-
ment, which is dated 2001, ex-
pires in February 2027.

SHA started a petition to 
require council to pass the 
rezoning with a supermajor-
ity. Per SHA’s petition, if two 
council members had voted 
against it, then the rezoning 

would have been deferred 
until Inova’s new agreement 
was worked out with the civic 
association.

SHA President Carter 
Flemming sent a letter to 
Mayor Justin Wilson and City 
Council on June 12, discussing 
the need for the agreement to 
be updated, allowing Inova to 
rezone as long as it provides 

written commitment to sell 
the property to a developer 
that will maintain the updat-
ed RB zoning. Flemming also 
requested a formal agreement 
between Inova and SHA that 
Inova won’t rezone or sell the 
site for 10 years.

“This does not give our 
neighborhood the securi-
ty we would normally get if 

this rezoning was proceed-
ing in a normal fashion with 
an accompanying [develop-
ment special use permit],” 
Flemming said.

 “Inova will not be the de-
veloper of the property and 
has made it clear that they 
will have no control over 
the property once it’s sold,” 
Flemming added. 

Cathy Puskar, the attor-
ney representing Inova, de-
nied the request to update 
the agreement between Inova 
and SHA. Inova is scheduled 
to vacate  the current proper-
ty on Seminary Road in 2028.

“The hospital [will] be 
on the property until 2028 
because the [new] hospital 
will not be built until 2028,” 
Puskar said. “We are getting 
the rezoning now so that we 
[can] understand the value of 
the property to sell it to a fu-
ture developer.”

In response to the con-
cerns around the agreement 
between Inova and SHA, 
City Attorney Joanna Ander-
son said that since the 2001 
agreement is a private matter, 
the city cannot get involved.

“It’s not necessarily appro-
priate for me to be determin-
ing whether they are in com-
pliance or not of that private 
agreement, as it is a private 
agreement,” Anderson said.

FILE PHOTO
The emergency entrance at INOVA Alexandria Hospital.

INOVA FROM | 1

SEE INOVA | 13
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Puskar also mentioned 
that Inova had already held 
three open conversations for 
residents and SHA to voice 
their concerns. 

“SHA affirmatively re-
quested that [Inova] apply for 
a change of zoning to RB,” 
Puskar said. 

Inova originally intended 
to rezone the property to RA, 
which would allow for a high-
er population density than 
the current compromised re-
zoning request of RB.

According to Puskar, SHA 
did not raise any additional 
concerns at the three meetings 
and waited until June 12 to 
mention additional concerns. 

“Throughout our meet-
ings with Inova’s attorney, 
we’ve been assured that Ino-
va wants to maintain the res-
idential character of this site, 
and we support that commit-
ment,” Flemming said.

However, Flemming said 
SHA’s main concern remains 
that after Inova sells the prop-
erty, there are few guarantees 
that the buyer will maintain 
the land as an RB zone. 

Several residents also at-
tended the hearing to voice 
their concerns about the re-
zoning, specifically citing 
potential rent increases in 
the area. 

Residents of Arlandria 
said that they want the hospi-
tal property to remain zoned 
for single family homes. Sindy 
Garcia, an Arlandria resident, 
said that she was concerned 
that their rent will go up. 

“This proposal is not prior-
itizing our diverse communi-
ties, as we combat the housing 
crisis we face,” Garcia said.

Many residents already 
work several jobs, with up-
ward of 40% of their income 
going toward rent, according 
to Garcia. 

Members of the city’s 
Planning and Zoning De-
partment were present at the 
public hearing and weighed 
in on the discussion between 
Inova and SHA.

“It is somewhat uncom-
mon for us to have rezonings 
without DSUPs, but it is far 
from unusual in the planning 
practice, and it’s not unusu-
al in the city’s history,” Di-
rector of the Department of 
Planning and Zoning Direc-
tor Karl Moritz said. 

Several members of council 
weighed in on the discussions 
between SHA and Inova as 
well, echoing some concerns 
about the process and SHA’s 
legally binding agreement 
with INOVA but also agreeing 
with the city attorney that the 
city has little maneuverability 
in this process.

 Councilor Amy Jackson 
asked Puskar if “the 2001 
agreement is legally binding.” 

Puskar did not directly 
state whether the agree-
ment was legally binding, 
even though the agreement 
is notarized.

Jackson also asked wheth-
er the RB zoning allows for 
a school on the site, which 
Moritz said it does.

Councilor John Chapman 
mentioned concerns about 
Inova leaving the commu-
nity if the rezoning was not 
approved. Puskar mentioned 
this could be a possibility, as 
Inova needs the funds gen-
erated by the sale of an RB-
zoned property to build the 
new hospital. 

Councilor Mo Seifeldein 
clarified with Planning and 
Zoning that any future de-
veloper of the property would 
have to come to City Council 
to discuss any further devel-
opment.

“So, there’s no fear that 
if council approves this, we 
are tying the community to 

a large sort of development,” 
Seifeldein said.

Despite his concerns, 
Seifeldein said both sides had 
valid points. 

“This is the challenging 
part here, which I haven’t 
seen this, where I think ev-
eryone who spoke today was 
correct,” Seifeldein said.

Councilor Canek Aguirre 
urged Inova to “start taking a 
harder look at this [situation] 
… and to continue their com-
mitment to the area.”

Council voted unani-
mously, 7-0, to allow Inova 
to rezone from Institutional 
to Residential Medium. 

-khapgood@alextimes.com

The CaseStudy‰

Since our first renovation 60 years ago we've
been a team of visionaries. Our unique approach
to the remodeling process is tried and true. 
It's so effective that we had to give it a name:
The CaseStudy‰. We guide you through every 
step, using 3D renderings to bring new 
possibilities to light. At every phase of our work,
we'll maintain strict attention to time and budget. 
Don't forget our 5-year warranty. 
Because you are our highest priority.

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD || DC || VA

CaseDesign.com || 703.539.5000

Always Alexandria
Located in Old Town at the 
corner of Washington & King.
Because during these times, 
home is more important than ever.

The hospital 
[will] be on 

the property until 
2028 because the 
[new] hospital 
will not be built 
until 2028. We are 
getting the rezoning 
now so that we 
[can] understand 
the value of the 
property to sell it to 
a future developer.”

– Cathy Puskar,
representing 

attorney, INOVA

INOVA FROM | 12
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WE’RE HERE!

Matthew McCarthy

Savings and service await you at your 
GEICO Local Offi  ce — right here in Alexandria! 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Homeowners, renters,and condo coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle andATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered 

service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2020. © 2020 GEICO. 20_541475041

703-236-1366  |  4617 Duke Street, Alexandria
geico.com/nova-metro  |  ¡Hablamos Español!

The summer league 
returns after a COVID-
19-canceled season
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

The COVID-19 pandemic 
may have resulted in empty 
stands and untouched uni-
forms last year, but the Alex-
andria Aces are finally back 
for their 13th season in the 
Cal Ripken Collegiate Base-
ball League – with a few ad-
justments.

The team began its sea-
son two weeks ago with a 
new roster and owner, former 
Alexandria City Councilor 
Frank Fannon, all while try-
ing to return to some sem-
blance of normalcy after the 
global pandemic shut down 
the entire 2020 season. 

Head Coach Chris Ber-
set said it became clear 
last March that the season 
would be “a tough one” to 
achieve, so when the CRCBL 

announced its cancellation 
in May following a review of 
national trends and health 
official guidance, he wasn’t 
surprised. 

Berset was, though, faced 

with many questioning play-
ers who were both unsure 
when their next game would 
be and eager to play again. As 
soon as the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 

put protocols in place and 
lifted restrictions, staff im-
mediately made plans to turn 
the 2021 season into reality. 

“It’s a whole bunch of re-
lief, honestly,” Berset said. 
“The kids were so uncertain 
about whether they were go-
ing to play again. They al-
ready went through so much. 
The unknowns of not know-
ing when they were going 
to get back out there, to not 
playing at all, to being like 
‘Coach, are we gonna play? 
Are we gonna play?’ ... It’s 
been awesome to get back 
out there, that’s for sure.”

Post-pandemic, Fannon 
said that, as the new own-
er, the team’s economics 
are something he is paying 
attention to, but not signifi-
cantly worried about. While 
expenses add up quickly – 
the field, the coaches, the 
balls, the bats, the equip-
ment – these costs are off-

set by the team’s revenue 
stream, which comes from 
sponsorships, donors and 
ticket sales. 

One might assume that 
people would remain hes-
itant to attend in-person 
sports events this summer, 
but Fannon said large crowds 
of people, many without 
masks, filled Frank Mann 
Field during all five home 
games the Aces played this 
season. 

He attributes the high 
turnout to restlessness, not-
ing that a significant de-
mographic of spectators in-
cludes families with young 
kids, who often run around 
or play baseball on the side-
lines while their parents 
watch the game. 

“People have been sitting 
in their homes for 15 months; 
it’s a low cost entertainment 

Alexandria Aces swing into action

COURTESY PHOTO
The Alexandria Aces are currently 7-5 in their 13th season as 
part of the Cal Ripken Collegiate Baseball League. 

SEE ACES | 15
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where people can get out and 
see their friends in the com-
munity and enjoy a couple 
hours at the baseball stadium,” 
Fannon said. “ … It’s great 
family fun entertainment.”

Fannon replaced team 
founder Donald Dinan, who 
said it was “time to step 
back” after helming the team 
since 2006. 

A board member of the 
team since its inception, 
Fannon is also an Alexandria 
native. He said that growing 
up he would often visit the 
same field to watch the Alex-
andria Dukes, the city’s old 
minor league baseball team, 
play in the Carolina League. 

Fannon emphasized that 
while he is “really excited” 
about taking on his new role, 
he also sees an opportunity 
for the team to grow in the 
community. A meticulous 
level of detail and coordina-
tion goes into putting togeth-
er every game, from volun-
teers to concessions to P.A. 
announcers to people who 
work the ticket gate, he said.

“The way I look at it is 
that we’re almost like a 
startup right now,” Fannon 
said. “This is Alexandria’s 
team, this is the communi-
ty’s team, and if people want 
to take a role in it, there’s an 
opportunity for almost ev-
ery Alexandrian to be part of 
the Aces. We really want the 
community to be involved.”

One specific way for com-
munity members to get in-
volved is by serving as a host 
family for the college players, 
all of whom are from outside 
Alexandria. 

Fannon, whose house-
hold has hosted players in 
the past, said that staff asks 
host families just two simple 
things: “to provide a bed-
room and access to a washer/
dryer.”

“The kids’ lifestyle is 
separate from most people 
because they sleep until 11 
a.m., they get up, they eat 
brunch, they go to the gym, 

they leave for work at 4 p.m., 
which is the game, and they 
come home at midnight,” 
Fannon said. “So, sometimes 
you don’t even see them be-
cause you’re on an opposite 
schedule.”

This year, the Alexandria 
Aces are composed mostly 
of Division I baseball play-
ers, one Division II pitcher, 
one Division III pitcher and 
several community college 
students. Auburn University, 
Eastern Michigan University, 
Ball State University, George 
Mason University, George-
town and Vanderbilt Uni-
versity are among the repre-
sented colleges.

With a 7-5 record so far, 
the Aces are in second place, 
trailing perennial power-
house Bethesda Big Train 
by 3.5 games. The team’s 
top players this year include 
speedy outfielder Josh Hall 
and infielder Garrett Far-
quahar, both from Alabama 
and attending Auburn Uni-
versity. Hall, of Homewood, 
Alabama, is so far batting 
.412 with 13 stolen bases. 
Farquhar, of Hoover, Ala-
bama, is batting .264 with a 
team-leading 12  runs batted 
in. Aces hurler Lukas Touma, 
from Silver Spring, Mary-
land, is tied for the league 
lead in wins with two.

While players are from all 
over the eastern half of the 
United States, only several 
are from Northern Virginia. 
These include infielder Scott 
Morgan, of Woodbridge; 
pitcher Ben Koomey, of Ar-
lington; pitcher Quinlan 
Montgomery, of Arlington; 
pitcher Paul Glenchur, of 
Vienna; and pitcher Clint 
Wheeler, of Vienna. 

College baseball teams 
generally use aluminum 
bats, but the professional 
players are required to use 
wooden bats. The Aces play 
with wooden bats “as an 
equalizer,” Berset said. Pro 
scouts often attend games 
and potentially draft players 
for the MLB. 

“We’re trying to win. 

With the group we have here, 
I think we have a champi-
onship-caliber team. If we 
all stay together and play 
together like we can, I think 
that’s the goal,” Berset said. 

Another goal, as the Aces 
are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization, is to put on camps 
for youth in Alexandria and 
donate some of that money 
back to kids in the camps. Ac-
tivities include practice drills, 
offensive and defensive skill 
building, pitching, batting, 
base running and exhibition 
baseball games. 

Severl weeks into a 36-
game season, Berset said 
the team has transitioned 
smoothly to playing in per-
son and securing some wins.

“We dropped a double 
header against [Bethesda] 
Big Train; they’re a very tal-
ented ball club over there 
and we were able to win a 
game against them so things 
are positive,” Berset said.

 However, for Berset, the 
overarching goal is to grow 
as players and have a good 
time doing so. 

“Yes, it’s just a game, but 
it’s also a game that gets 
them away from real life 
for a little bit,” Berset said. 
“They can kind of get their 
mind off stress, go back to 
being kids and have some 
fun on the diamond.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com

We are grateful to everyone who has supported 
Neighborhood Health through the pandemic. 
Your generosity helped us continue providing 
high-quality health care to those most in need, 

including those significantly impacted by COVID-19 
 in our community, while also expanding  

to administer more than 30,000 COVID-19 tests 
and 50,000 vaccines.

T H A N K  Y O U !

You may donate to support our mission at
neighborhoodhealthva.org

Alexandria Times’Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

maidservicesinc.com

Cell and Text:  
703 629-9977

 Office:
703-560-6243

Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.

• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Bruce Elton
Owner

ACES FROM | 14

SPORTSSPORTS
CAL RIPKEN COLLEGIATE 

BASEBALL LEAGUE ROUNDUP
School W L

Bethesda Big Train 11 2

Alexandria Aces 7 5

Gaithersburg Giants 6 5

South County Braves 4 7

D.C. Grays 4 7

SS- T T Bolts 2 8
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NEW LUXURY CONDOMINIUMS

801 North is a boutique collection of 54 residences perfectly situated in sought-after  

Old Town Alexandria. Each residence features an open floorplan with modern interiors,  

10’ ceilings, gourmet kitchens, and stunning natural light from walls of windows.

One-Bedrooms From The High $500s | Two-Bedrooms From The Mid $600s

Two-Bedroom + Dens From The Low $900s

Become A VIP: 801NorthOldTown.com Become A VIP: 801NorthOldTown.com 

Modern Living Rooted In A Historic Location

COMING SOON
O L D  T O W N  A L E X A N D R I A
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COURTESY PHOTO
Memory lane

c.1995

by cody mello-klein

Architect explores me
mories, as she 

prepares to sell chil
dhood home

Memories are powerful, and none more so than childhood memories. Those founda-
tional experiences hold sway over people for their entire lives, even if they think they’ve 
outgrown them.

As Stephanie Dimond explored the empty rooms and hallways of her childhood home 
on Gibbon Street in Old Town, she came face-to-face with those memories. An experi-
enced architect at Dimond Adams Design, Dimond was able to point out period specific 
details in the three-floor home, which dates back to the early 1800s. 

CLOSE HOMETO

HOME 
PROFILE

SEE DIMOND | 18
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However, she often 
ditched the architectural 
jargon and fell down memo-
ry lane, as the various nooks 
and crannies of a home she 
knew so well stripped back 
the layers of time. Now, faced 
with the prospect of selling 
the home, Dimond hopes to 
find someone who can hon-
or the historic nature of the 
building as well as the place 
it holds in her heart.

“So far, I’ve only shown 
the house to a handful of 
people who’ve expressed in-
terest in it because I really 
would like it to go to some-
one who will take care of it 
and do right by it. It’s an awe-
some house,” Dimond said. 
“… It’s bittersweet. I’d love to 
keep the house in the family 
and fix it up.”

Dimond, her parents and 
her two siblings moved from 

their Duke Street home into 
the house on Gibbon Street 
in 1967, but they were not 
alone. The building had been 
converted into a series of 
apartments in the 1930s, and 
when the Dimonds moved in, 
the first floor still functioned 
as two studio apartments.

As they waited for the 
first-floor tenants’ leases to 
expire, for the first two years 
of their time on Gibbon Street, 
the Dimond family lived on 
the second and third floors of 
their new home. The second 
floor included a living room, 
kitchen, dining room and her 
parents’ bedroom and bath-
room, while the third floor 
included three bedrooms, a 
bathroom and playroom for 
Dimond and her siblings.

Dimond said that, as a 
child, it took her time to adjust 
to her family’s new lifestyle.

EXIT Realty Corp. International helps people find  their dreams homes. Entering 
the real estate industry in 1996 with our unique business model, 
EXIT Realty is a company founded and built on human potential 
and focused on delivering exceptional consumer experiences. 

As an EXIT realtor I follow the EXIT philosophy of  experience, 
dedication and a proven commitment to put  people first.

Hello Neighbors!

For rent:
1004 Oronoco Street 
Alexandria Va 22314

I am Belinda Shifflett, your local EXIT Realtor and lifelong 
Alexandria resident. As a realtor, I am my clients’ greatest and 
trusted advisor in the home buying, selling, and investing process. 
I love to share my lifetime knowledge of Alexandria with both 
prospective buyers and sellers.

My personal mantra is knowledge is power. I, Belinda Shifflett, 
possess both the personal and professional knowledge to propel 
your real estates dreams into a real estate REALITY!

Buying,Selling or Renting? 
Contact Belinda Shifflett at:
Belinda@EZHome4u.com | 703-919-6289 

HOME PROFILE

ADVERTISE WITH US
Don’t miss your chance to advertise in the following special sections in the 
Alexandria Times! Contact us at 703.739.0001 for rates and more information.

July 15
Seniors

August 4
Finance

July 22
Health & Wellness

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The front door was cracked and worn down when the Dimonds 
moved into their house. Dimond’s mother fixed it up to capture its 
original historic character.

DIMOND FROM | 17

SEE DIMOND | 19
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“I was really sick once 
and delirious, and – I don’t 
remember this, but I’ve been 
told – I was complaining 
about our ‘temporary hotel’ 
and why I didn’t want to be 
here and I wanted to go back 
home,” Dimond said. “Got 
out of that phase, though.”

By 1969, the tenants had 
moved out, and Dimond’s 
parents got to work on the 
ground floor space. It re-
quired significant changes 
to transform two separate 
apartments into a single 
space that would work for an 
entire family.

An entryway vestibule 
with mailboxes for the ten-
ants had to be removed, cre-
ating space for a larger foyer. 
The kitchen in the back of the 
ground floor was renovated 
and updated, and the path 
from the large living room to 

a kitchenette was blocked off 
and rerouted to create a path 
directly from the foyer to the 
dining room.

Dimond’s parents com-
pleted the ground floor in 
1970. However, the more 
they worked on the home, the 
more they discovered about 
its history and the more they 
tried to honor that history, 
Dimond said. The small de-
tails were just as important 
as the major changes to the 
ground floor.

“I’d come home from 
school every day and my 
mom would be sitting on the 
steps with an acetylene torch 
burning the paint off because 
she discovered they were ti-
ger maple. So, once she fig-
ured that out, then she did 
the entire run,” Dimond said.

Dimond also recalled her 
mother painting the trim 

throughout the house a color 
known as Apollo room blue, 
which was, at the time, con-
sidered historically accurate.

“All the walls were white, 
but the trim was always Apol-
lo room blue because that 
was a color they discovered 
in Williamsburg and thought 
that was an appropriate color 

 Union   Square
Union Square salutes the 

efforts our doctors, nurses 
and first responders 

fighting Covid-19.
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.

Elegant, spacious, 19th c.  
ballroom in the heart of  

Old Town-the perfect place 
for entertaining.

571-263-9805 
bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online atVisit  
Alexandria Unique venues and 

on Wedding Wire.

UnionUnion
SquareSquare

Now accepting 
fall & winter bookings.

915 King St, Alexandria | 703-684-1435
#LiveLifeFair

Purposeful 
goods 
crafted 
by hand 
for home 
and life

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, 
Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Where you can find the 
perfect abstract painting 
for your home & the perfect 
bottle of wine for your life!

We have ‘grab and go’ 
grocery items too!

HOME PROFILE

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Architect Stephanie Dimond’s childhood home on Gibbon Street is full of memories.

COURTESY PHOTO
The living room in Dimond's family home circa 2008.

DIMOND FROM | 18
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for the period,” Dimond said. 
“What was later discovered 
was that that was a faded ver-
sion of the color. … But my 
mother liked the Apollo room 
blue, so it stayed that way.”

Every member of the fam-
ily was involved in the pro-

cess — from demolition to 
painting. Dimond said she 
got her first taste of con-
struction work while helping 
her father open up a wall be-
tween a hallway and the din-
ing room.

“He handed me a pickaxe, 
and he said, ‘Hit that wall,’” 
Dimond said. “I was hitting it 
and getting pretty tired, and 
I said, ‘When do I stop?’ [His 
response:] ‘When you’re on 
the other side.’”

The furniture is all gone, 
and her mother and father 
passed in 2006 and 2009, 
respectively, but the empty 
rooms remained full of heart-
felt memories for Dimond.

Looking out at the sec-
ond-floor balcony, Dimond 
remembered climbing up the 
side of the house whenever 
she was locked out.

“When I got locked out of 
the house, like if I forgot my 
keys, I would climb up the 
shutter that’s on one of the 
doors out there and swing 
over to the railing and haul 
myself up because the door 
was usually unlocked,” Di-
mond said.

According to Dimond, she 
and her husband also toasted 
with glasses of champagne 

on that balcony during her 
wedding reception at the 
house. She got married a few 
blocks away at The Basilica of 
Saint Mary.

Continuing past the bal-
cony and into her parents’ 
bathroom, Dimond recalled 
taking baths heated with 
stovetop boiled water, since 
there was only one water 
heater for her family and the 
two ground floor apartments.

“Then [my father would]  
have a fire going in [the next 
room over], and we’d run out 
here with our towels, facing 
the fireplace to dry off,” Di-
mond said.

Although Dimond relished 
the opportunity to take a trip 
down memory lane, her eye 
for architectural detail would 
occasionally take over. While 
walking past a second-floor 
fireplace – one of seven in 
the house – Dimond took the 
time to note the 19th century 
approach to the trim that sur-
rounds the hearth.

According to Dimond, 
current homeowners and 
buyers are not as interested in 
the simple, plain design that 
is common in many 18th cen-

HOME PROFILE

1 2 0 1  N  R O Y A L  S T R E E T  A L E X A N D R I A ,  V A  2 2 3 1 4  |  ( 5 7 1 )  7 7 1 - M U S E 

M U S E O L D T O W N A L X . C O M

Find Your MUSE
N E W  L U X U R Y  C O N D O M I N I U M S

W A T E R V I E W  2  B E D R O O M S  F R O M  $ 1 . 5 M

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
A first-floor bathroom features some of the very same original brick 
wall that Dimond helped break down in order to connect the dining 
room and foyer.

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The home includes several vintage appliances. 
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1-BEDROOMS FROM THE $300s

2-BEDROOMS FROM THE $800s

PENTHOUSES FROM THE $900s

(703)  991-5388 |  L I V E M A S O N R Y L O F T S .C O M

515 N.  WA S H I N G TO N  S T R E E T,  A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  22314

N O W  S E L L I N G
S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  P R I V A T E  A P P O I N T M E N T

Steeped in history dating back to 1847, 

Masonry Lofts sets the stage for a new 

style of condominium living in the heart  

of Old Town Alexandria. 

Featuring exposed beams, original brick 

walls and expansive windows, wood 

flooring, chef caliber kitchens with custom 

cabinetry, and stainless-steel appliances.
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com  

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 34 

years of experience 
to work for you!  

 
We are booking 

summer work now. 
Call us today 

to schedule your 
free estimate! 

HHOOMMEEOOWWNNEERRSS!!  

tury and 19th century homes.
“This is original wood-

work in the house, so those are 
hand carved panels,” Dimond 
said, pointing to the wood sur-
rounding the fireplace. “Yeah, 
they’re not a perfect shape, 
but they have been here for a 
really long time, so it’s kind 
of neat. See how simple that 
is? That’s Alexandria. It’s not 
tons of detail work and fancy. 
It’s [simple].”

In the back of the second 
floor sits what used to be an 
office for Dimond’s father. 
Bookcases, now empty, line 
part of the walls and light 
flows in through the tall win-
dows. However, unlike most 
offices, the room also features 
a ladder that leads to the third 
floor via a small hatch. 

Looking at the ladder, 
Dimond’s face immediately 
lit up.

“My mom was really wor-
ried that if a fire ever started 
on the third floor we would be 
trapped, so she had this ladder 
put in with a hatch that goes to 
the back third floor bedroom,” 

Dimond said. “We practiced 
fire drills of coming down here 
and either going to the front 
steps or out [to] the porch.”

According to Dimond, her 
mother’s fear was warrant-
ed. Right before the family 
had moved in, a lightning 
bolt struck the house, slic-
ing through the attic and the 
third floor and hitting all the 
way down on the second floor. 

“[The neighbor] comes 
running over [to the Duke 
street house] and says, ‘Mr. 
Dimond, you’re not gon-
na move now are you, your 
house is on fire.’ And my dad 
goes, ‘What?’” Dimond said. 
“He came running down here 
– the firetrucks were already 
here putting the flames out.”

In addition to the ladder, 
Dimond’s father also had 
lightning rods installed on 
the roof. 

Much of what has been 
cleared out of the house in 
recent weeks belonged to 
the most recent tenants, Di-
mond’s clients who had been 

renting the house for the past 
10 years. However, Dimond 
uncovered some artifacts of 
her own past.

“Some of it was fun. I 
found my box of when I went 
to Europe when I was 19,” Di-
mond said. “I found my old 
Eurorail pass and youth hos-
tel pass, the ribbons I won 
horse riding. All of this stuff 
was in a box. My degrees were 
folded and stuffed in a box.” 

In digging through her 
memories, Dimond said she 
remembered not only a house 
but an entire neighborhood 
that, even though she now 
lives in Rosemont, she still 
thinks of as home.

“My mom made a com-
ment once – I was probably 30 
by the time she said it – ‘You 
know this was a terrible house 
to raise kids in,’” Dimond said. 
“And I [said], ‘Why do you say 
that?’ And she said, ‘Well, it 
was so vertical.’ I said, ‘I loved 
growing up in this house. I 
think you’re nuts.’”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
The home features seven fire-
places, including this fireplace 
in what used to be the first-floor 
living room.

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Dimond’s mother had her children practice fire drills using this 
ladder from the second floor to the third floor after the house was 
struck by lightning and lit on fire.

DIMOND FROM | 20
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Take a breath of fresh air, embrace endless comfort, and experience a true retreat in Fairfax County. 
These award-winning open-plan townhomes include sophisticated features and custom options to 
create your ideal home. Enjoy the neighborhood pond, idyllic green space, and outdoor amenities 
for fitness and fun! Walkable to retail & dining!

WE’RE OFFERING A TRUE RETREAT IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE
3-4 Level 2-Car Garage Townhomes From the Upper $600s
Future Model Home Location: 14900 Conference Center Drive, Chantilly VA 20151

JOIN OUR VIP LIST! CraftmarkHomes.com/RetreatAtWestfields

SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL APPOINTMENT!
Sales Manager | Lori  Windsor | (703) 507-6882 (Call or Text!) | lwindsor@craftmarkhomes.com

Brokers Warmly Welcomed. Must register and comply with policy terms.

COME HOME TO EVERYTHING
NEW TOWNHOMES  

IN CHANTILLY

NOW SELLING 
BY APPOINTMENT

     Craftmark’s newest community of modern, 3-4 level,  
2-car garage townhomes located in the heart of the IT hub.

LIVE BETTER WITH CRAFTMARK HOMES

Bringing Home  The Hardware
CRAFTMARK WINS BIG AT  MAX AWARDS CEREMONY
Merchandising Winner
The Bellevue at Crown Farm Townhome Over $1 Million

Architecture Winners
Crown East Townhomes Over $1 Million
Clarksburg Town Center  
Townhomes $600,000-$699,999 Silver Merit

Marketing Winners
Outstanding Builder Website Silver Merit
Outstanding Social Media Campaign
Outstanding Use of the Internet 
Craftmark Homes’ Homeshoppers Blog: 
CraftmarkHomes.com/Blog
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Jennifer Chino

+1 410 941 7009

jchino@ttrsir.com

Annapolis Brokerage 209 Main Street, Annapolis, MD 21401  |  +1 410 280 5600

©2021 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Enjoy sunrises over the Chesapeake Bay.  Watch baby osprey learn to fly, crabbers pull their haul,  sailboat 

races, and cruise ships.  Go kayaking, paddle boarding, fishing, or swimming.  This is the waterfront cottage of 

your dreams.  Only a 40-minute drive from Alexandria, you will be surprised how quickly you relax into the ebb 

and flow of the tides.  This 1940s era cottage, washed in white paint, boasts cathedral ceilings, an open floor 

plan, hardwood floors, a wall of glass, and a spacious screened porch perfect for crab feasts or reading a book. 

The front and back lawns offer space for corn hole, croquet, or bocce.  Relax under the maple tree and catch 

the cool breeze in the hammock.  Snack on fresh figs from your own fig bush.  Deale is located on the Western 

Shore of the Chesapeake Bay.  From Alexandria, take I-495 and Route 4/Pennsylvania Avenue to Rt-258, 

avoiding the traffic of Rt-50 and the Bay Bridge.

Captivating Cottage on the Chesapeake Bay
967 Bay Drive, Deale, Md 20751
1 Bed | 1 Bath
$615,000
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From beachfront bun-
galows to mountaintop 
cottages, find what 
works best for you
BY HEATHER COREY

During the height of 
COVID-19 in 2020, I began 
hearing from clients wanting 
to begin a search for a second 
home. Spending day after day 
inside the same walls had my 
clients asking, “If I could go 
anywhere right now, where 
would I go?” They wanted 
a second home that was an 
escape, far enough to where 
it could still be considered a 
“getaway” but without the 
stress of taking every mode 
of transportation to get there. 

Thankfully, living in Al-
exandria has its perks. Just 
three hours from a beach, 
two hours to the mountains 
and just an hour from idyllic 

hunting country, Virginia 
has the best of all worlds.

But what makes the ideal 
second home? 

Location should be first 
on your list. If you’re an 
ocean lover, looking for a 
beach to call home, Annap-
olis or Rehoboth Beach both 
provide scenic sanctuaries, 
complete with world-class 
sailing, decadent seafood 
and that delightful salty 
sea breeze. If you’re looking 
for an exclusive waterfront 
property, a home in Annap-
olis on the water will run 
you, on the low end, around 
$900,000 all the way to $7 
million. Beachfront homes 
in Rehoboth tend to be a bit 
lower, and condos are also a 
great second home option if 
you’re looking more for an 
investment opportunity or 
looking to spend time at the 

beach rather than inside. 
If the seclusion of the 

mountaintops is more your 
stride, consider Deep Creek 
Lake or anywhere in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. Deep Creek 
not only offers gorgeous 
mountain views but a host 
of family friendly activities 
including waterskiing, ca-
noeing and even dogsledding. 
The Blue Ridge Mountains 
showcase some of the most 
stunning views in Virginia, 
and a home here is sure to re-
lax and recharge you. Prime 
lakefront homes in Deep 
Creek will run from $500,000 
all the way to $3 million plus. 
Homes in and around the Blue 
Ridge Mountains can run 
anywhere between $100,000 
all the way to $2 million and 
can be a fantastic way to get a 
lot of land for a smaller price, 
while also offering the chance 

to build your own home on 
your terms. 

A country home isn’t far 
from reach either. Nestled in 
Hunt Country, Middleburg and 
The Plains offer historic stone 

At M & M we design kitchens to meet YOUR 
specific needs. That’s what ‘custom’ truly means, 
right! No extra walking, bending, or reaching 
when working in your kitchen. Every cabinet 
has a convenience feature that delivers real 
usefulness that will look beautiful for many years. 
Our resident expert, Rory Callaghan, has decades 
of kitchen planning experience. He will guide you 
through a truly enjoyable remodeling experience.

Thoughtful Design  
Makes Your Life Better

817 S. WASHINGTON ST.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314
(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please send all inquiries to  
roryc@mandmappliance.com
or call or text Rory’s cell 301-537-3515

& CABINETS

REAL 
TALK

HEATHER 
COREY

Choosing a second home

COURTESY PHOTO
A lakeside home offers family 
friendly activities like waterski-
ing and canoeing.

SEE REAL TALK | 26
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Walk a few blocks to King 
Street, the waterfront and all 
the markets, cafes and shops 
that Old Town offers.

This updated two-bed-
room condominium is soon 
available for less than some 
leases will cost in the city. 
A private balcony from this 
fifth-floor location provides 
afternoon sunset views and 
can be enjoyed as a summer-
time room.

Enjoy the clever design of 
the Colecroft Station build-
ings, offering only eight units 
per floor and no lengthy hall-
ways. The low monthly fee 
makes this residence addition-
ally feasible and with near-
ly 1,000 square feet, there is 
space to relax and work. 

Assigned garage parking 
is included along with a per-
sonal washer/dryer. A party 
room, exercise room, bar-
beque area and professional 
property management are 
all available as well.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Convenient, affordable living in Old Town

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Neighborhood: Old Town

Price: $460,000

Monthly fee: $404/month

Level: Fifth floor

Nearby metro station: 

Braddock Road

Contact: Diann Carlson, 

703-628-2440, 

Weichert Old Town, 

diann.carlson@gmail.com

AT A GLANCE

Does your home's exterior need some post-winter TLC?
Want to get on our schedule? Call us today for a FREE estimate. 

703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

COURTESY PHOTOS

cottages, views of the Shenan-
doah Mountains and a host of 
activities including horseback 
riding, polo and hunting. Mid-
dleburg, with its location just 
an hour outside of D.C. and 
Old Town, provides soon-to-

be retirees or urban escapists 
with the chance to downsize 
from the city, without losing 
access to it. 

Next, you will want to 
assess how frequently you’ll 
want to visit your second 
home and if renting it out will 
play a part in your decision. 

If you’re a beach lover, 
chances are you’ll want to 
spend the summer there as 
much as possible. Or, if you’re 
looking for the opportunity to 
make an income on your prop-
erty, this can play heavily into 
which location you choose. In 
a survey done by HomeAway, 
they found the average own-
er collects more than $33,000 
a year in rental revenue. This 
can be a fantastic perk for 
someone looking for an in-
come producing second home. 

However, if you’re looking 
to just enjoy the scenery and 
use the space to kick back with 
family and friends, figuring 
that out now will help you to 
make a better, more financially 
stable decision for the future.  

Another question I get 
asked is, “Should I downsize 
my Alexandria residence?” 

The answer depends on how 
much time you are looking to 
spend in your second home. 
Will this be a weekend home? 
A summer place? It all depends 
on what you’re looking for.

Many fantastic beach-
front homes offer plenty of 
space for large families, while 
some mountain top retreats 
are smaller and not as spa-
cious. You might also want 
to consider what activities 
you’ll be doing. If it’s a relax 
and retreat home, a big yard 
with upkeep might not be so 
desirable. If a family-friend-
ly property is high on the 
list, then looking for a lot of 
space as well as a town with 
lots of activities is something 
to think about. Regardless of 
whether you choose to stay 
put or are looking to down-
size, thinking about these 

things can be key to finding 
the perfect second home.  

Whether you want a beach 
retreat, a family-friendly lake 
home, a secluded mountain-
top bungalow or a hunting 
country cottage, the perfect 
second home is more than 
just the location. It’s the place 
your family will gather during 
holidays and birthdays and 
where you’ll get to see your 
family grow up and explore. It 
will be a chance to relax and 
recharge with fresh air and a 
fresh perspective on life. 

Regardless of what you’re 
looking for, figure out what 
makes you happiest in life, 
and start looking for your sec-
ond home. 

The writer is vice 
president of TTR Sotheby’s 

International Realty.

REAL 
TALK
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The average homeowner collects over $33,000 a year in rental revenue.
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BY RICHARD ROEPER

Whether it’s Sully and 
Mike in “Monsters Inc.,” the 
lively residents of the Land of 
the Dead in “Coco” or Remy 
in “Ratatouille,” the wizards 
at Pixar love to make us fall 
in love with entities that we 
normally find frightening or 
repulsive but which are ac-
tually lovable and funny and 
brave and endearing once we 
get to know them. The for-
mula is invoked to great ef-
fect once again in the breezy, 
sweet and wonderfully col-
orful “Luca,” in which the 
creatures in question are sea 
monsters that are anything 
but monstrous.

Looking like a hand-
drawn fairytale come to an-
imated life, “Luca” has a cap-
tivating visual style, whether 
it’s the facial movements of 
the characters, the sun-dap-
pled shadings of the build-
ings and the terrain, the 
shining sea or the busy world 
underneath it.

The story kicks off with a 
scene that evokes “Jaws.” “Un 
bacio a mezzanote” by Quar-
tetto Centra sets the tone for 
an adventure set on the Ital-
ian Riviera in the mid-20th 
century, as two local fish-
ermen in the dead of night 
venture dangerously close 
to an area populated by sea 
monsters, at least according 
to local lore. Sure enough, 
they encounter just such a 
slippery and lightning-fast 
creature, who briefly gets 
entangled in their net before 
escaping. “What a monster!” 

exclaims one of the fisher-
men. “Horrifying!”

Cut to our first good look 
at the monster: an adoles-
cent named Luca (voiced by 
Jacob Tremblay) who has 
lime-green skin/scales, royal 
blue “hair,” bright and ex-
pressive eyes and a swishing 
tail. He’s adorable in an off-
beat way, like so many other 
Pixar creations. It’s quickly 
apparent that these sea mon-
sters aren’t monsters at all, 
but a close-knit community 
of families who live in fear of 
those frightening beings in 
the boats that bob along the 
surface, using their nets and 
spears to capture various fish.

Maya Rudolph and Jim 
Gaffigan are perfectly cast 

as Luca’s parents, Daniela 
and Lorenzo, who love their 
13-year-old son and are per-
haps overprotective. They’re 
concerned that Luca’s wan-
derlust will get him into trou-
ble and they’ll never see him 
again. They're not wrong. 
Luca is deeply curious about 
the world above the sea.

One day, when he follows 
his new friend Alberto (Jack 
Dylan Grazer) to the shore 
the two youngsters realize 
that when they set foot on the 
beach, they’re transformed 
into real, human boys. 

Luca and Alberto even-
tually make their way into 
the local village – there's 
an exhilarating scene where 
they keep leaping in and out 

of the water, transforming 
again and again and again – 
and though there’s a foun-
tain in the square depicting 
a mighty hunter harpoon-
ing a sea monster, they find 
the place to be filled with 
wondrous sights and inter-
esting humans of all shapes 
and sizes.

They quickly set about 
achieving their dream of 
somehow acquiring a Ves-
pa so they can travel every-
where without a care in the 
world. What could possibly 
go wrong? As long as the 
townsfolk don’t discover 
their true identities, they’ll 
be just fine. “Just don't get 
wet!” says Alberto.

Luca and Alberto team 

up with a feisty and whip-
smart local girl named Giulia 
(Emma Berman) to practice 
for the annual Portorosso 
Cup race. They eat dinner 
at Giulia’s house, where she 
lives with her gigantic, im-
posing and one-armed fa-
ther, Massimo (Marco Barri-
celli), a cook and fisherman 
who wields a sharp knife. 
Meanwhile, Luca’s parents 
have journeyed to the village 
and taken on human form in 
search of their son, but all 
these kids running around 
look the same to sea mon-
sters. Will they even recog-
nize Luca if they spot him?

“Luca” is primarily about 
the friendship between two 
boys and how a seeming-
ly unbreakable bond can be 
tested over the course of a 
summer filled with adven-
tures, misunderstandings 
and conflicting desires about 
the future. It’s “Stand by Me” 
by the sea.

Tremblay and Dylan 
Grazer are terrific, as is the 
rest of the voice cast, which 
includes Sacha Baron Cohen 
as Luca’s Uncle Ugo, who 
lives in the darkest bottom of 
the sea and waxes rhapsodic 
about the joys of ingesting 
chunks of whale carcass. 

Director Enrico Casarosa 
makes his feature-length de-
but here, and he and the vast 
Pixar animation army have 
delivered a gorgeous and 
lovely coming-of-age fan-
tasy with plenty of slapstick 
laughs, the obligatory heart-
warming family moments 
and a friendship for the ages.

Pixar’s ‘Luca’ is a coming of age monster story

PHOTO/DISNEY
Jacob Tremblay stars as Luca and Jack Dylan Grazer stars as Alberto in Pixar’s “Luca.”
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Two Alexandria women 
challenged a Civil War 
establishment
BY GAYLE CONVERSE  

AND PAT MILLER

More than 150 years ago, 
in an age when most women 
were expected to “remember 
their place,” two women – one, 
a Black, former enslaved ser-
vant, the other, a white Quak-
er relief worker  – chose to ig-
nore convention and unite to 
confront the establishment.

Their determination 
would result in an uphill bat-
tle to improve life for many 
of Alexandria’s poor and sick.          

During the Civil War, 
the Army of the Potomac 
used Alexandria as a head-
quarters for the shipment 

of supplies and troops and 
as a defense post for the 
nation’s capital. However, 
the city’s strategic location 
also made it a hub for the 
care of sick and wounded 
troops. Alexandria became 
home to more than 30 tem-
porary hospitals – public 
and private buildings that 
the Union commandeered 
during its occupation of the 
city. By the end of the war, 
hospital sites in Alexandria 
included 6,500 beds.

The city also became 
home to a growing popula-
tion of former enslaved peo-
ple during and following the 
War Between the States.  Be-
tween 1864 and 1869, approx-
imately 1,800 African Amer-
icans escaped to Alexandria.  

When they arrived at the city, 
most suffered from poverty, 
hunger and illness.

Harriet Jacobs, an abo-
litionist who won her legal 
freedom following enslave-
ment in North Carolina, was 
the author of “Incidents in 
the Life of a Slave Girl.” Ja-
cobs and her daughter Louisa 
arrived in Alexandria in the 
early 1860s to provide emer-
gency health care for the 
freedmen and contrabands 
and to eventually establish 
the Jacobs Free School.

Julia Wilbur, an abolition-
ist relief worker from Roches-
ter, New York, arrived in Alex-
andria during the war as well. 
She met Jacobs and joined her 

“A loathsome place”

Alexandria 
 Celebrates Women

The Alexandria Domestic Violence Safehouse 
– a place of refuge for many women impacted 
by the pandemic – needs your help.  When 
women and their families are able to leave 
the shelter, there is a need for houseware — 
silverware, pots and pans, dishes. You can 
assist by visiting www.target.com/gift-registry/
gift/effb54910b8145f2ba507c26a79eb5a6

A PLACE OF MODERN-DAY REFUGE 

PHOTO/NATIONAL ARCHIVES VIA MATTHEW BRADY
321-323 S. Washington St.
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JUNE 24

CLASSICAL MOVEMENTS 
OUTDOOR OPERA CONCERT 
Discover the opera stars of tomorrow 
with an evening of greatest hits from 
“Don Giovanni,” “Marriage of Figaro,” 
“Faust,” “Elixir of Love,” “Die Fleder-
maus” and other famous operas. This 
concert features the emerging and tal-
ented young artists of Prague Summer 
Night’s Washington, D.C. Residency 
in delightful, moving and astonishing 
moments from the opera stage. Attend 
this elegant evening of opera and end 
with a glass of champagne. 
Time: Concerts at 5:30 and 7 p.m. 
Location: The Rectory on Princess 
Street, 711 Princess St. 
Information: https://www.classi-
calmovements.com/secretgarden-
concerts/

JUNE 25

BIG SCREEN MOVIE MUSIC 
VIRTUAL CONCERT Watch mem-
bers of the Alexandria Citizens Band 
play famous music pulled straight 
from the big screen in a virtual con-
cert. Conductor Mike Evans hosts the 
show from Alexandria, as members of 
the brass, flute and reed sections play 
the best soundtracks from “Beauty 
and the Beast,” “Spirited Away,” 
“Mary Poppins,” “The Sound of Mu-
sic,” “Harry Potter,” “The Godfather,” 
“Breakfast at Tiffany’s,” “New York 
New York,” “Ice Castles” and more. 
Plus, there will be a special tribute to 
the volunteers at ALIVE! Inc. who have 
helped distribute food and support 

during the pandemic. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: www.facebook.com/
alexandriacitizensband

JUNE 27

GROWING PRIDE AT THE GAR-
DEN This family friendly event will 
feature 15 local LGBTQ+ makers and 
allies set up throughout The Garden 
with locally crafted goods available 
for sale. Enjoy local food trucks, in-
cluding snow cones, live music and 
kids crafting available throughout the 
event. The event will be both inside 
the event space, the state-of-the-art 
workshop and outside on the patio. 
Time: 2 to 7 p.m. 
Location: 5380 Eisenhower Ave. 
Suite C 
Information: https://bit.ly/2T0Pldw

SUMMER VINTAGE POP-UP 
MARKET This vintage market will 
serve as an experience that brings 
local vendors together in the heart 
of Alexandria. Shop vintage apparel, 
accessories, home decor and more. 
This event will take place outdoors, 
and during the event, enjoy ice cream 
and treats while shopping. Also, fun 
giveaway prizes will be provided. This 
event is free for all attendees, so 
bring family and friends to enjoy vin-
tage finds and treats. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: 200 Commerce St. 
Information: www.eventbrite.
com/e/summer-vintage-pop-up-mar-
ket-tickets-157146012955

CALENDAR

Chester William “Bill” 
Fannon, Jr. passed away 
peacefully on the afternoon 
of Friday, June 18, 2021. Bill 
was born in Alexandria on 
March 13, 1931, son of the 
late Chester W. Fannon Sr. 
and Hazel Massimo Fannon. 
He spent his childhood in 
Alexandria and graduated 
from Georgetown Prep High 
School in 1949. He served in 
the United States Navy and 
then earned his bachelor’s 
degree from the University 
of Virginia in 1957. He 
married his beautiful wife 
Mary Frances Tucker on Aug. 
27,1960. They raised three 
children, Chet, Beth and 
Heather, in Rappahannock 
County on Laurel Hill 
Farm, the family home. A 
successful businessman, 
Bill was the president and 

founder of Fannon Petroleum 
Services, Inc. and grew the 
business into a prosperous 
enterprise that continues to 
enjoy success in Gainesville, 
Virginia. Bill’s grandfather 
Thomas J. Fannon started 
T.J. Fannon & Sons Coal and 
Lumber Yard at Duke and 
Henry streets in Alexandria 
in 1885. The family 
business still stands today 
at 1200 Duke St. providing 
Alexandrians with their 
cooling and heating needs 
for over 135 years. 

 An ardent outdoorsman 
and conservationist, Bill 
was an avid waterfowl 
hunter and fly fisherman. 
These interests led to him 
spending a great deal of 
time and energy managing 
his farm for the benefit of 
wildlife. He was an excellent 

horseman, foxhunting 
the hills and farms of 
Rappahannock County, 
Virginia, and was a “rated” 
Polo player, playing in the 
U.S., England and Argentina. 
In partnership with his wife 
of 60 years, Mary Frances, 

he was the consummate 
host, entertaining both 
graciously and elegantly. He 
was generous to his family, 
community and to causes in 
which he believed. He was 
a member of the Fauquier 
Club and Camp 6X Hunting 
& Fishing club in Montana. 
Bill was predeceased by his 
parents, his sister Rosilyn 
“Rosie” Rothrock and his son 
Chester W. “Chet” Fannon 
III. He is survived by his 
wife Mary Frances Tucker 
Fannon, his daughters 
Elizabeth “Beth” Swindler 
(Jimmy), Heather Young 
(Daron), his brother David 
Fannon, brother-in-law Billy 
Tucker (Jeanie), daughter-in-
law Kate Armfield Fannon, 
grandchildren Trey & Addie 
Swindler, Kingsley & Chester 
Fannon and Ellie & Claire 

Young and nephews David 
Fannon Jr., John Fannon and 
James and Michael Rothrock.

A time of visitation will 
be held Thursday, July 1, 2021 
from 4 to 7 p.m. at Laurel 
Hill Farm, 461 Laurel Mills 
Road, Castleton, Virginia 
22716. In lieu of flowers, the 
family suggests donations be 
made in Bill’s memory to the 
Castleton Volunteer Fire & 
Rescue, 593 Castleton View 
Road, Castleton, VA 22716 or 
Amissville Volunteer Fire & 
Rescue, 14711 Lee Highway, 
Amissville, VA 20106.

Fond memories and 
condolences may be shared 
with the Fannon family 
through clore-english.com. 
The Fannon family has 
entrusted Clore-English 
Funeral Home with these 
arrangements.

Chester William “Bill” Fannon, Jr.
Obituary
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health care efforts for the 
city’s growing refugee pop-
ulation. The two worked in a 
building at 321-323 S. Wash-
ington St.  In early 1863, Mil-
itary Governor General John 
Slough mandated that a por-
tion of the side-by-side hous-
es serve as a medical facility 
for African American Union 
Army soldiers.

The hospital’s chief 
surgeon, Dr. John Bigelow, 
ignored Slough’s orders.  
Black troops were sent to 
another Army facility, and 
Bigelow used the location 
to stockpile critical bed-
ding and medical supplies. 
Six ill women occupied the 
only beds.  

The irony of the situa-
tion – the small infirma-
ry in dire need of medical 
personnel and equipment 
just steps away from unused 
stockpiles – was not lost on 
Wilbur and Jacobs.  Wilbur 
referred to the building as “a 

loathsome place.” 
In her diary Wilbur con-

tinued, “[Dr. Bigelow] was 
authorized to fit up his hos-
pital equal to the best mil-
itary hospitals and employ 
competent nurses … and I 
never heard any good rea-
son why it was not done.” 

As was the case with 
medical care, shelter for 
refugees was scarce. When 
the U.S. Army announced 
its plan to house orphaned 
children in the city’s Small-
pox Hospital, Wilbur and 
Jacobs, knowing the dan-
gers of such an environ-
ment, decided to challenge 
the establishment head-on. 
Civilians, especially wom-
en, initiating a criticism 
against the U.S Army was 
unheard of.  In an unprec-
edented move, both women 
appealed for adequate care 
for orphans and other refu-
gees, with Jacobs stating, “I 
have been a slave myself.” 
The two women succeeded 
in halting the transfer of 

the orphans.
Improvements also be-

gan at the hospital on South 
Washington Street.  By the 
fall of 1863, Wilbur wrote, 
“The house is now filled with 
those for whom it was intend-
ed, a competent matron and 
nurses are employed, and I 
thank God for the blessed 
change.” 

Although Jacobs and Wil-
bur eventually moved out of 
Alexandria, they remained 
friends until their deaths in 
the 1890s.  

Like our city’s volun-
teers during the COVID-19 
pandemic, these two Alex-
andria women – who didn’t 
“remember their place” – 
should be remembered.

The writers are founders 
of Alexandria Celebrates 
Women, a nonprofit that 

is highlighting influential 
women throughout the city’s 

history. Contact them at 
AlexandriaCelebratesWomen

@gmail.com.

Alexandria Celebrates Women
ACW FROM | 28
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To the editor: 
As we approach one year since our 

first Classical Movements concert in 
June 2020, we have welcomed 2,361 au-
dience members to 66 hour-long con-
certs, the first and largest operating 
in the U.S. since the beginning of the 
pandemic. We have been grateful to our 
audience members and supporters for 
speaking out on our behalf, including 
more than 180 letters of support when 
we were asked to get a Special Use Per-
mit by the city because of a single com-
plaint. 

We have tried to maintain the high 
road and not to engage our neighbor 
who has constantly complained to the 
city, called the police and misrepre-
sented the situation. But we now feel 

it is necessary to specifically address 
some of the claims Guy Lamolinara has 
repeatedly made to the city and in his 
March 25 and May 27 letters to the Al-
exandria Times.

We went door-to-door, delivered 261 
letters and personally invited the Lam-
olinaras and their guests to our concert 
on July 25, 2020. On Nov. 21, he and his 
wife told us how much they enjoyed the 
music and invited friends to listen to 
our concerts. 

The other neighbor he refers to in 
his letters informed us that they were 
away all summer 2020 but that they en-
joyed the music in the few concerts they 
were home for last fall and winter. They 

The final word on Classical Movements

Opinion

Your Views

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Our View

Alexandria’s almost $60 million from this year’s COVID-19 fed-
eral relief bill, officially called the American Rescue Plan Act, pres-
ents our city with an unusual opportunity to spend a lump sum of 
“free” money. Of course, because ARPA is taxpayer funded, this 
money is most definitely not free, but it’s money the City of Alex-
andria gets to spend that came from federal, rather than local, tax 
collections, and that isn’t part of our ongoing budget.

It’s no surprise that the city’s spending wish list is long and rang-
es from the significant, such as emergency support grants and flood 
mitigation, to rather trivial items, such as sliding room partitions.

The community input survey that staff presented at the June 
22 City Council legislative meeting revealed that the broad catego-
ry most Alexandrians want the money spent on is infrastructure, 
which received support from 20% of respondents. This is no sur-
prise, given the city’s severe and worsening flooding woes.

Flood mitigation projects are part of the city’s longer-term cap-
ital improvements budget, but this money presents an enormous 
opportunity to jump-start those efforts. In addition to work on 
specific projects, maybe some of the funding could go directly to 
residents to help them pursue flooding fixes on their own proper-
ties, problems that have been exacerbated by the city’s inadequate 
stormwater system.

There are two broad flood mitigation categories in Tier 1 and Tier 
2 of the city’s “ARPA Proposals by Scored Tier” document: “Chan-
nel and Floodway Maintenance” in Tier 1 and “Stormwater State of 
Good Repair & Resiliency” in Tier 2. The former would consist of 
cleaning debris from Four Mile Run and Holmes Run and is consid-
ered shovel ready, while the latter would include cleanup and struc-
tural repairs to Hooffs Run culvert, but would take a bit more plan-
ning and preparation. 

The category with the second-most support for funding in the 
community survey, at 14%, was “Business Recovery & Workforce.” 
We believe the most worthwhile item on the city’s list is a Tier 2 
proposal called the “Re-employment and Upskilling Project.” This 
initiative would expand a workforce development pilot previously 
funded by the CARES Act “to get people back to work with increased 
skill levels and wages.” 

The broad category with the third-most support from the com-
munity, at 13%, was “Health and Social Services,” and many specif-
ic items on the city’s tiered list address this, from those providing 
emergency support to food security. A portion of the ARPA funds 
should absolutely go toward some of these initiatives.

While there are many worthwhile items on the tiered list, we 
are struck by one that is glaringly absent: Funding for police body 
cameras.

Given last year’s murder of George Floyd at the hands of a Min-
neapolis police officer and the subsequent eruption of protests and 
violence in many cities, body cameras for police officers should be a 
priority everywhere – and this ARPA money is a good way to initiate 
that effort here.

Body cameras on police officers are a win-win proposition, pro-
tecting both those with whom police interact and the officers them-
selves. Body cameras allow the interaction between officer and 
resident to be recorded in its entirety, providing context and proof 
should accounts about an encounter later differ.

Alexandria’s police force is well regarded and professional. We have 

A spending wish list

PHOTO/ACPS
A worker removes the lettering from the front of Matthew Maury Elementary School in 
preparation for the school's new name: Naomi L. Brooks Elementary School, named after 
a former ACPS teacher.

SEE HELMS | 31
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To the editor: 
Between the time I sub-

mitted my letter “Community 
rowers decked by ACPS,” to the 
Alexandria Times, and its sub-
sequent publication in their 
June 10 edition, the Dee Camp-
bell Rowing Center opened its 
doors to adult rowers. Thus, 
the issue of adult rowers be-
longing to Alexandria Commu-

nity Rowing not having access 
to the boathouse is resolved. 
My sincere thanks to all in-
volved in making this happen, 
including Mayor Justin Wilson, 
members of the Alexandria 
City Council, Alexandria City 
Public Schools and Alexandria 
Community Rowing.

-Betsy Mead,
Alexandria

Rowing issue resolved Ethical Reflections 
with Rev. Ian Markham

Stop telling your kids: ‘All I 
want is for you to be happy’

Happiness is subjective. At a certain 
time in my youth, happiness was play-
ing video games – and just FYI it takes 
a long time to become good at a video 
game. Happiness was long evenings, im-
bibing just a tad too much and sleeping 
in until 11 a.m. Happiness was curled up 
with a book, ignoring everything that 
was going on around me. Happiness was 
a beach vacation. Hedo-
nism was happiness.

Last week, my wife and 
I decided to add a puppy to 
the family. Conscious that 
we should aim for at least 
10,000 steps a day, we 
trusted that a dog would 
be a life-enhancing part 
of our life. A delightful 
labradoodle called Maddie 
arrived.

This 10-week bundle 
of energy is all absorbing. We are at that 
stage where at least two trips are needed 
during the night; constant vigilance for 
the sniffing process that is the sure sign 
that Maddie needs to go outside; and the 
accidents that require a calm response 
even if the mess is on that rather nice rug 
in the living room.

No one would say that happiness is 
having your nights constantly disturbed 
or clearing up a mess in the house. Yet 
there is a deep sense of joy that becomes 
part of the rhythm of the home. The bond 
is already deep between the dog and the 
family. There is a beauty in watching a 
dog discover, learn and encounter. 

Adding a puppy to a household is a 
taste of what is involved when one adds 
a child. Life gets extremely complicat-
ed with a newborn. And every step of 
the child’s growth is demanding. Potty 
training is stage one; educational at-
tainment is next; navigating and avoid-
ing the dangers of living – the potential 
sheer stupidity of the adolescent brain; 
and watching the child grow into adult-
hood where one feels the child’s every 
hurt, pain and disappointment. This is 
not the happiness of one’s youth.

Yet almost every parent finds the 
child brings more joy than anything 

else. There is a privilege in raising a 
child. And there is a love that goes deep 
– perhaps transcending all other forms 
of love. There is a reason why Jesus ex-
plained that the best analogy for the 
relationship of God to humanity is the 
analogy of a parent to children!

The truth about living is that finding 
deep, abiding joy means taking a long 

journey through frustration, 
exhaustion and sheer monoto-
ny. Hours of life are spent load-
ing and unloading the dish-
washer, taking the trash out, 
cleaning the bathrooms, re-
membering to get the car emis-
sions test done and just coping 
with everyday living. We are a 
long way from the definition of 
the happiness in my youth.

Most of the deeply satisfying 
aspects of living are obtained 

through hard, gratifying work – getting 
credentials, learning to do a job well, us-
ing one’s gifts to the fullest and being 
present to a family even when you would 
rather do something else. As one ages, 
the ephemeral forms of youthful happi-
ness are rare gifts that bring back mem-
ories and provide a delightful break from 
the constant quest for deep abiding joy.

We have one solitary precious life. 
The shift from the youthful indulgence 
to the joyful quest either will be imposed 
or will happen voluntarily. In the end, 
the life of video games and excessive so-
cializing will need a salary – and a salary 
needs employment. 

The shift will be forced on a person as 
that reality sinks in. But it is better that 
it happens voluntarily. And the volun-
tary shift is best done by parents simply 
saying, “Stop telling me that you want to 
play video games, instead go and empty 
the dishwasher.”

For herein lies the paradox; the ap-
propriately demanding childhood is 
more likely to open the up the possibility 
of the deep abiding joy that makes all of 
life worthwhile.

The writer is is dean and president 
of Virginia Theological Seminary.

REV. IAN
MARKHAM

signed our letter of support 
when we met and apparently 
have not been home for a single 
concert in 2021. 

Sunrise Senior Living sup-
ports our concerts, and has 
asked us for artists and for spe-
cial discounted tickets for their 
clients. They have soundproofed 
windows. Their sales people and 
residents have told us that the 
rooms overlooking our garden 
are at a premium. 

We have satisfied the city’s 
parking requirements and have 
photographic evidence of nu-
merous empty spaces on the 
streets during our concerts. 
We have a SUP that includes us 
taking sound measurements, 
working with experts and the 
city to monitor decibel readings 
during our performances. There 
is a process in place. We wish 
Guy Lamolinara would leave us 
in peace and stop the constant 
harassment. 

As anyone who has attended 
our concerts will recognize, the 
ambient noise of birds, traffic 
and airplanes often competes 
with the quiet music in our gar-
den – to say nothing of Lam-
olinara’s own noise from the 
guests he invited to listen to 
our concerts, even before he be-
gan deliberately disrupting our 
events. We have more than 60 
signatures confirming his hour-
long disruptions: He purpose-
ly bangs large chimes against 
his tree and scrapes chairs and 
trash cans across his back patio. 
By his own admission, his ob-
jections to our concerts began 
only after someone asked him to 

be a little quieter during a per-
formance on Oct. 4. 

I am even more concerned 
about the disturbing pattern of 
his disruptions during the few 
private weddings. During inti-
mate ceremonies his behavior 
is especially unconscionable: He 
has had no shame in screaming 
over couples exchanging vows 
or calling the police. Imagine fi-
nally finding a way to celebrate 
your marriage in a safe and 
beautiful setting in the midst of 
a pandemic – only for the most 
personal moment of the cere-
mony to be disrupted in such a 
manner! 

When COVID-19 halted our 
core business of concert touring 
– a disruption that will last for 
us at least until 2022 – I chose 
not to shut down our 29-year-
old, Alexandria-based company 
and to maintain our small, de-
voted and highly experienced 
staff. These concerts and wed-
dings are one of the few activi-
ties that have kept my company 
going in even a small way. From 
his first complaint, Lamolinara 
has resisted every attempt we 
have made to resolve this ami-
cably.

Every day, people tell us how 
much this series means to them. 
By August 2021, we expect to 
have reached more than 3,500 
audience members and artists. 
One man shouldn’t be able to 
ruin that for everyone. We be-
lieve that Alexandria should 
continue to be a cultural hub, 
where world-class artists ap-
pear and beautiful concerts take 
place.

-Neeta Helms,
president, Classical Movements
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Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
Last Week 
Have you, your family and your close friends all received the 
COVID-19 vaccine?

This Week 
What did you do to celebrate Juneteenth last weekend?

59% My family and I have not 
yet received any doses of the 
vaccine. 
34% Yes, everyone in my 
family and social circle has 

been vaccinated.
6% My family is partially 
vaccinated.
1% My family and I have been, 
but we are waiting on friends.

A) I went on the waterfront tour.
B) I watched the virtual concert.
C) I did the tour and concert.
D) I celebrated in another way.
E) Nothing, but I plan to next year.
F) What's Juneteenth?

OUT OF THEOUT OF THE ATTIC ATTIC

In 1964, a businessman 
named Bob Damron began 
publishing what he called 
“The Address Book.” Inside 
were listings of bars and 
public spaces that he con-
sidered friendly to gay men 
at a time when much of the 
country was openly opposed 
to homosexuality.

While most of the listings 
were from Damron’s person-
al experiences in large, met-
ropolitan areas of the United 
States, eventually, locations 
in smaller cities and suburbs 
made their way onto what is 
now known as the “Damron 
Guides.” Now, thanks to a 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities Grant, histori-
ans Amanda Regan, Ph.D 
and Eric Gonzaba, Ph.D – 
who met while in graduate 
school at George Mason Uni-
versity – have begun to map 
the listings of the “Damron 
Guides.”

At the moment, their proj-
ect at MappingtheGayGuides.
org lists all of the locations 
from the 1965 guide through 
1980. The 1965 guide only 
lists five locations in Virgin-
ia: one in Roanoke, one in 
Richmond, one in Norfolk and 
two in Virginia Beach.

Damron’s readers had 
more options in the District 

of Columbia, which had 14 
listings in that publication. 
Except for Johnnie’s Bar in 
Southeast, all of the listings 
in Washington were in the 
Northwest quadrant.

The number of listings 
expanded as time went on, 
although the number of cit-
ies sometimes didn’t. For 
example, the 1974 guide had 
25 listings in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, but 22 
of those 25 were in Norfolk 
or Richmond. The first time 
a location in Alexandria is 
listed in “The Address Book” 

is in the 1976 guide, which 
was Steve’s Restaurant on 
what was then Jefferson Da-
vis Highway, although the 
wooded area around the Iwo 
Jima Memorial had been mis-
takenly listed as an Alexan-
dria location in the previous 
year’s publication.

A bookstore called the 
Black Fox Saddlery, Ltd. 
joined Steve’s in the 1979 
edition before both listings 
disappeared from the 1980 
publication. Those two list-
ings, however briefly they 
stayed in business, let lo-

cal gay men know that they 
weren’t alone in Alexandria 
and that there were public 
spaces where they could be 
themselves.

The internet has substan-
tially hurt the business of 
printed travel guides, and the 
Damron Guides will soon no 
longer be available in paper 
form. Thanks to a three-year 
NEH grant, Regan and Gonz-
aba plan to map the locations 
from the 1981 to 2000 guides, 
but the effort to do so is sub-
stantially more than the first 
15 years due to the expansion 
of the guides.

One of the most inter-
esting aspects, when one 
visits the project, is to see 
the ebb and flow of estab-
lishments that made it onto 
the guide. If the number of 
listings reflects progress in 
terms of sexual orientation, 
then progress was not linear 
by any means, especially in 
Alexandria.

Alexandria is celebrating 
Pride Month this June. For 
more information on what 
the city is doing to celebrate, 
please visit https://www.al-
exandriava.gov/LGBTQ.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

Mapping gay space in Northern Virginia

not had incidents here in re-
cent years like those that have 
rocked other parts of the Unit-
ed States. Yet, our City Coun-

cil this year has already creat-
ed a police community review 
board – without any voting 
members with backgrounds 
in law enforcement – and has 
removed police officers from 

schools over the objections of 
teachers, administrators and 
many parents and students, 
overruling Alexandria’s elect-
ed School Board. 

If council is really con-

cerned about managing the 
relationship between police 
and city residents, it will 
fund body cameras, if not 
from ARPA funds, then in 
our next city budget.

FILE PHOTO
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Weekly Words

TURNING PRO by Ella Dershowitz and Matthew Stock, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

JANICE DOTSON ANDERSON (65), formerly of 
Alexandria, June 18, 2021
MARY BLOUIN (91), of Alexandria, June 13, 2021
RUTH BROOKS (92), of Alexandria, June 5, 2021
KENNETH BRUNSVOLD (78), formerly of Alexandria, 
June 22, 2021
PAULINA COLEMAN (86), formerly of Alexandria, June 
15, 2021

ACROSS
1. Longtime sporty Ford, briefly
6. Like a mostly negative review
13. Vietnam neighbor
17. Plaster mural
18. When a movie begins
19. Sina ___ (microblogging site)
20. Pack your tent and leave
21. Fab Five's TV program
22. Underworld
23. Inverse (Across theme hint: In 

this answer, look down after 
letter 6)

25. Apt rhyme of "grab"
26. Fire-prevention bear
28. Glum
29. Green-lighted
30. ___ bag (expo giveaway)
32. Alley-___
33. Do well
36. Common med. scan
37. Kerfuffle (... letter 3)
41. Apple on Apple Music
43. ___ vu
45. Where St. Louis is
47. Filming device, informally
48. Actor Guinness
51. Snip or clip
52. Tussaud's title, for short
53. Feuding
54. Many kilt wearers
56. Unit on a utility bill

58. Hurdle over
60. Cribbage markers
61. Afro-Caribbean music genre
63. Angry
64. Quibble
66. Elite groups
69. "Taste the explosion!" candy 

(... letter 4)
71. Aquafina alternative
73. Photographer Goldin whose 

first name is palindromic
74. "How's it goin'?"
76. Early Greek astronomer
78. Red-rinded cheese
79. Fine distinction
82. Cocktail with cranberry juice, 

casually
83. Kansas or Arkansas
84. Daisy support
85. "Minari" director ___ Isaac 

Chung
86. Follow a snowy trail
87. e-tron automaker
89. ___-Mex
90. Spot for a slippery bar
92. Fails to be
94. Strongly encouraged
96. "It's fine!" (... letter 4)
97. Fishing implement
99. Compilation of bad takes?
102. "... man ___ mouse?"
103. App purchaser
105. Move like molasses

106. Beer hall option
109. Poolside hangout
112. "Te ___"
113.Place to order a beer (... 

letter 4)
116. Afikomen finder on Passover
117. New look
120. Morphine, e.g.
121. TikTok upload
122. Mr. Peanut's brand
123. First act
124. Pester with emails
125. Nasal passages
126. Kind of code in 16-Down's 

clue

DOWN
1. Baobabs and birches
2. "Bachelor Happy Hour" host 

Kufrin
3. Parent's words after "Because"
4. Ottawa law force, for short
5. Not disappoint (Down theme 

hint: Look right after letter 4)
6. Landed heavily
7. Sorrow
8. Olympian Jesse
9. Tan floor covering
10. Dress shirt clasp
11. Youngest sister in "Little 

Women"
12. "Mudbound" director Dee
13. Tightly sealed (... letter 6)

14. Helper
15. Follow orders
16. ...---...
17. Fireside chats prez
18. Cry of excitement
19. "My bad!"
24. Sooners' capital, briefly
27. Desktop item that might have 

a wrist rest
31. "I want that!"
34. Some, in Spanish
35. Convert from code
38. Enjoying dinner for two, 

perhaps
39. Was the first to portray
40. Tailor's concern
41. Design on a mug?
42. British electropop pioneer
44. Double Dutch need (... letter 

5)
46. Muslim prayer leader
47. Channel with hearings
49. And so on (Abbr.)
50. Go dry, like lips
55. Airport agcy.
57. Skip the big wedding
58. Bounds along
59. Org. opposed to flavored 

cigars
62. Jazz musician's joy
65. Smartwatch maker
67. Popular web portal
68. Old TV's "The Ed ___ Show"

70. Actress/activist Watson
72. Complete group
75. Cobbler cousins
77. "If I Ain't Got ___" (Alicia Keys 

song)
80. Ad-lib comedy (... letter 4)
81. India's first prime minister
83. Address for a king
84. XXX-XX-XXXX ID
86. What accompanies a course 

list?
88. Fifth Amendment right (... 

letter 5)
91. El ___ (lost city)
93. Winery visitors
95. National park in Montana
98. Resident of Japan's third-larg-

est city
100. Their teeth are called cogs
101. Cori Bush or AOC
104. Plant stabilizers
107. Tilts
108. ___ Lauder
109. Guacamole scooper
110. Musical set in Egypt
111. Hypes (up)
114. Research on a political rival, 

briefly
115. Spanish for "to be"
116. Walgreens rival
118. Wong of comedy
119. Geese formation
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AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise 
your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states.  Afford-
able Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audiences. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed 
w/Free Trim Wrap Call 804-
739-8207 for MORE details! 
Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, 
Roofing, Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extend-

ed warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit 
your mobility! Discover the 
ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF 2 FREE Months! 
1-855-677-4975

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Promote 
your business statewide and in 
other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Pro-
mote job listings statewide! 

Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
job seekers. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Life Alert. One press of a 
button sends help FAST, 24/7! 
At home and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. FREE First 
Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
866-870-9845 FREE Brochure.

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-608-4974

PUBLIC NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held 
by the Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, July 
7, 2021 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall Council Cham-
ber, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314 on the following 
applications:

The meeting can also be viewed 
by the public through the live 
broadcast on the government 
channel 70 and streaming on the 
City's website. Participation is 
also available via Zoom by the 
following link:

Registration link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_U9p4_
PQ5S_OWGQ2iwfhUeA 

*The Board of Architectural 
Review Hearing will start at 7:00 
p.m., while the Zoom Webinar 
will become available to join at 
6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 940 7286 5330
Password: 510143

Public comments will be 
received at the meeting. The 
public may submit comments in 
advance to Lia Niebauer at lia.
niebauer@alexandriava.gov or 
make public comments on the 
day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 

Classifieds

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.
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Classifieds
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

Information for this hearing 
may be obtained from the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314. For further information, 
call the Department of Planning 
& Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2021-00023 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 314 Commerce 
Street.
Applicants: John and Emily 
Galer

BAR #2021-00020 OHAD
Request for alterations at 314 
Commerce Street.
Applicants: John and Emily 
Galer

BAR #2020-00533 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 108 Gibbon 
Street.
Applicants: Benedict and Carol 
Capuco

BAR #2020-00532 OHAD
Request for alterations at 108 
Gibbon Street.
Applicants: Benedict and Carol 
Capuco

BAR #2021-00235 PG
Request for new construction at 
1117 Queen Street.
Applicants: Robert and Kathy 
Bunn

BAR #2021-00278 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 706 North 
Washington Street (Parcel Map 
ID: 054.04-08-15).
Applicant: 700 N. Washington 
St. LLC

BAR #2021-00285 OHAD
Request for alterations 706 
North Washington Street (Parcel 
Map ID: 054.04-08-15).
Applicant: 700 N. Washington 
St. LLC

BAR #2021-00284 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 620 South Saint 
Asaph Street.
Applicants: Todd and Vanessa 
Veazie

BAR #2021-00282 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 620 South Saint Asaph 
Street.
Applicants: Todd and Vanessa 
Veazie

BAR #2021-00292 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1015 
Duke Street.
Applicants: Patrick and Maryam 
Jansen

BAR #2021-00298 OHAD
Request for alterations at 601 
South Washington Street.
Applicant: 601 South Washing-
ton LLC

BAR #2021-00303 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 607 South 
Washington Street.
Applicant: Stevens Companies 
LLC

BAR #2021-00299 OHAD
Request for alterations at 607 
South Washington Street.
Applicant: Stevens Companies 
LLC

BAR #2021-00310 OHAD
Request for alterations to 
previously approved plans at 
1 Pioneer Mill Way (used and 

owned by 314 Strand Street, Par-
cel ID 075.03-04-39) (formerly 2 
Duke Street), Robinson Terminal 
South
Applicant: RT Waterfront Asso-
ciates LLC

BAR #2021-00236 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 413 North 
Washington Street.
Applicant: Anne Toth

BAR #2021-00261 OHAD
Request for alterations and 
Waiver of Rooftop HVAC 
Screening Requirement at 413 
North Washington Street.
Applicant: Anne Toth

Review recommendations from 
the Board of Architectural 
Review (BAR) Bylaws Commit-
tee. The Board will vote on the 
following changes to the BAR 
bylaws:

Section 1, Officers, has been 
amended to include the follow-
ing: Elected officers shall be 
limited to three consecutive, 
one-year terms. 

Section 2, Duties of Officers, 
has been amended to allow the 
Chair to choose an interim Vice 
Chair in the event the Vice Chair 

shall for any reason be no longer 
able to perform the duties of the 
office.

Section 3, Committee and Rep-
resentatives, has been amended 
to permit the Board to appoint 
temporary committees as the 
Board sees fit. 

Article II, Section 5, Passage of 
Motions, has been amended to 
delete the requirement that the 
Board shall state its reasons in 
writing for denying any item or 
for taking any action that differs 
from the staff’s recommenda-
tion. Staff prepares the written 
summary of the motions.

Article III, Order of Business. 
The word “Board” has been 

removed from sentences discuss-
ing the “Board Chair,” as it is 
superfluous. 

Article V, Hearing Procedure, 
is a new addition that summa-
rizes how hearings on items for 
discussion shall occur.

Article VII, Continuing Edu-
cation, is a new addition that 
explains the necessary continu-
ing education or professional 
training required by the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resourc-
es for members of Architectural 
Review Boards of Certified Local 
Governments. 

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions.   

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

Ad Network
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OPEN SUNDAY 6/27, 2-4 PM
110 E ROSEMONT AVENUE
Exclusively Offered for $659,000

JUST SOLD
622 S LEE STREET
Sales Price $1,595,000

Representing some of Alexandria’s most distinguished homes, it is 
clear to see why Lauren is a respected and sought-after agent in the 
region. Visit LaurenBishopHomes.com to learn more.

Living, Loving,  
Listing Alexandria 

L A U R E N  B I S H O P,  R E A LT O R

JUST SOLD
2203 BELLE HAVEN ROAD + ADJACENT LOT

Sales Price $4,200,000


