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‘Life finds a way’
Alexandria Drive-In was a pandem-
ic-era community effort
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

When Dr. Ian Malcolm, played by Jeff Gold-
blum, famously said, “Life finds a way” in the 
1993 classic “Jurassic Park,” he was referring 
to the evolutionary miracle, the way that life 
can adapt to survive and thrive. 

During the last year of a global pandem-
ic that irrevocably changed how people live, 
work and play, those words became more rel-
evant than ever. Despite the darkness caused 
by loss and uncertainty, there were glimmers 
of light in the ways people adapted to the 
“new normal.”

In Alexandria, restaurants shifted to curb-

side service, classical music concerts sprout-
ed in secret gardens and, surprisingly, the 
screen of a drive-in movie theater became a 
beacon of hope for the city. 

The Alexandria Drive-In’s rise to prom-
inence during the pandemic was one of the 
most unexpected success stories of  2020. For 
almost a year, the drive-in has provided res-
idents with a pandemic-safe form of enter-
tainment and a way to support local nonprof-
its through ticket sales. 

At a time when most people were lost in 
the dark – isolated from family and friends 
or at a loss for what to do – residents flocked 
to the shining silver screen of the Alexandria 
Drive-In like moths to a flame. 
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COURTESY PHOTO
The Alexandria Drive-In attracted more than 20,000 people during its nearly year-long run. 

A West End 
oasis
Winkler Botanical Preserve is a hidden 
gem, providing a tranquil natural space
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

An unassuming gravel pathway at the end of a 
street lined with townhomes leads to the Winkler 
Botanical Preserve, a 44-acre park tucked away in 
Alexandria’s West End that also happens to be lo-
cated right off of I-395.

Replete with paved hiking trails, a collection of 
diverse plant species and an undulating waterfall 
pouring into a large pond, the park is the city’s sec-
ond largest, yet arguably most underutilized, green 
space. 

For the first time since 2019 and the second 
time in its 40-year history, the secluded preserve 
partnered with Northern Virginia Regional Park 
Authority last weekend to provide a walking tour 
during which experts talked about the privately 
owned site’s extensive history and the details be-
hind its native flora and fauna.

The tour was part of an effort to expand aware-

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Summer campers honed their carpentry skills by building 
log cabins at Winkler Botanical Preserve.
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Cheering on our Olympians!Cheering on our Olympians!
Christine Roland GarnerChristine Roland Garner
Noah Lyles, Tynita Butts-Townsend, and Troy IsLeyNoah Lyles, Tynita Butts-Townsend, and Troy IsLey

$549,000

$885,000

JEFFERSON MANOR | HUNTINGTON METRO

COMING SOON | ROSEMONT

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

Located in the heart of sought after ROSEMONT PARK, this 3 
level, 3 bedroom, 2 full, 2 half bath brick townhome is situated 
on a quiet tree lined street. Natural light streams in this bright 
and airy home. Over the past few years it has had numerous 
updates: HVAC, roof, kitchen, bathrooms & exterior! The main 
level features an open floor plan with high ceilings, crown 
molding, recessed lights, wood floors, a separate dining, gas 
fireplace, powder room & coat closet. The spacious kitchen has a 
built-in banquette & bar area. Enjoy morning coffee on the deck 
& evening cocktails on the patio - wonderful deck off kitchen w 
stairs to lower patio and low maintenance landscaped back-
yard. Upper level has 3 bedrooms & 2 full baths, lower level is 
finished with built-ins, tiled floor and half bath. It’s an easy stroll 
to both the Braddock Road and King Street metros, 1/2 block 
from Naomi L. Brooks Elementary (fomerly Maury Elementary 
School), convenient to Del Ray and Old Town farmers’ markets, 
restaurants, shops, tennis courts and three playgrounds.

Fabulous and affordable Metro 
living!! Enjoy all the convenience 
and comforts in this renovated 2 
bedroom 2 bath, brick semi detached 
home. Welcomed by and enclosed 
front porch, this light filled 3 level 
home is move-in ready to enjoy so 
you can relax and enjoy the summer! 
This home is surrounded by mature. 
trees, perennial gardens and a patio. 
The updates include kitchen, HVAC, 
roof, bathrooms, refinished wood 
floors, windows and enclosed front 
and back bonus rooms!! Minutes to 
METRO, Bob and Ediths, shops and 
restaurants!
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Police arrested a man 
who is the suspect in a 
confirmed armed carjack-
ing that occurred on Tues-
day night, according to the 
Alexandria Police Depart-
ment. 

The incident occurred on 
Tuesday around 8:45 p.m. 
in the 500 block of Camer-

on Station Boulevard. The 
two victims in the vehicle 
did not sustain any injuries, 
according to a news release. 
A helicopter was called in to 
assist in the investigation, 
and police took the suspect 
into custody at 9:20 p.m. on 
Tuesday.
-oanderson@alextimes.com

Alexandrian boxer 
Troy IsLey secured an 
early victory in the To-
kyo Olympics, winning 
his Round of 32 middle-
weight boxing match, 5-0, 
against Vitali Bandarenka 
of Belarus, on Monday. Is-
Ley will compete today in 
his second match, Round 
of 16, against Gleb Bakshi 
of Russia.

IsLey is a T.C. Williams 

High School alumnus, 
class of 2017, and box-
es for Alexandria Box-
ing Club. He is one of the 
first professional boxers 
to represent Team USA 
in the Olympics. IsLey’s 
professional boxing debut 
was February 2021, and he 
is signed with Top Rank 
and Antonio Leonard Pro-
motions.

-khapgood@alextimes.com

The latest episode of 
Speak Easy, the Alexandria 
Times’ podcast, features 
Sarah Taylor, the city’s leg-
islative director.

Taylor sat down with 
Times Editor Cody Mel-
lo-Klein to talk about her 
career in state and local 

politics, including the pe-
culiarities of working for a 
Democratic super minori-
ty in the Oklahoma state 
senate, the intensity of 
Virginia General Assembly 
sessions and the strategy 
of state level politics.

Speak Easy releases on 

the last Wednesday of ev-
ery month and features 
one on one conversations 
with the people who make 
Alexandria tick. Check out 
the latest episode on Spoti-
fy, Audible and Apple Pod-
casts.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

The Alexandria Aces 
beat the Silver Spring 
Thunderbolts in both 
games played during the 
Cal Ripken Collegiate 
League semi-final this 
past week. The champi-
onship best of three series 
against Bethesda Big Train 
kicks off today at 7 p.m. at 
Shirley Povich Field, and 
the Aces will host the sec-
ond game on Friday at 6:30 
p.m. at Frank Mann Field.

The Aces play in the Cal 
Ripken Collegiate League, 
which includes six teams 
total in the region. The 
Aces were in second place 
in the league, behind Big 
Train, going into the play-
offs, with a regular season 
record of 20-15. The Aces 
and Big Train both have 
playoff records of 2-0 go-
ing into the championship 
series.

-khapgood@alextimes.com

The Old Town Festival of 
Speed & Style will return in 
person on Labor Day Week-
end, according to a news 
release. 

The second annual 
event will take place on 
Sept. 5 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., spanning from low-
er King Street to Market 
Square. 

The free event will fea-
ture more than 100 su-
percars and vintage mo-
torcycles from around the 
world. It will also include 
a fashion demonstration in 
which local boutiques, sa-
lons and area retail brands 
will showcase styles from 
the themed cars on display, 
according to the release.

The night beforehand, 
a ticketed dress-up event 
called the King Street 
High-Octane Ball is set 
to take place and will in-
clude food, wine and live 
music.

For more information, 
visit festivalspeedstylealex.
com.
-oanderson@alextimes.com Cameron Station 

carjacking suspect 
arrested

Troy IsLey wins first 
Olympic match

Speak Easy features city’s 
legislative director

Aces advance to 
championship

Old Town Festival of Speed 
& Style to return

COURTESY PHOTO
The first Old Town Speed & Style festival took place in May 2019.
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Keeping 
Alexandrians cool 

for over 
40 years. 

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning
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COVID-19 cases surge

Alexandria nonprofits receive 
Inova grants

Alexandria is experi-
encing another surge in 
COVID-19 cases caused 
primarily by the highly 
contagious Delta vari-
ant, which the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention said accounts for 
more than 80% of current 
cases nationwide.

Alexandria is now in 
the “substantial trans-
mission” category for 
COVID-19, which is the 
second highest level, at 
56.64 cases per 100,000 
residents in the last seven 
days, according to the Al-
exandria Health Depart-

ment. There were 16 new 
cases of COVID-19 report-
ed on Tuesday, and the 
city had a seven-day mov-
ing average of 13.3 cases.

The current city-wide, 
seven-day moving average 
is at its highest level since 
May 4. Widespread vac-
cination steadily lowered 
the city’s caseload this 
spring, but 32.8% of city 
residents age 12 and old-
er still have not received 
any doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine, making them par-
ticularly vulnerable to the 
Delta variant. Nationwide, 
the majority of hospital-

izations and deaths due to 
COVID-19 are occurring 
among those who are still 
unvaccinated, according 
to CDC Director Rochelle 
Walensky.

Free vaccine clinics are 
being held daily in the 
city. For more information 
or to register for the vac-
cine, visit alexandriava.
gov/vaccines.

The CDC recommended 
on Tuesday that all people, 
even those who are fully 
vaccinated, resume wear-
ing masks indoors in pub-
lic settings. 

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

AInova Health Sys-
tem awarded $240,000 in 
Community Health Fund 
grants to 14 nonprofits in 
the DMV, including seven 
Alexandria nonprofits, ac-
cording to a news release. 

The local nonprofits 
that received grants in-
clude Capital Youth Em-

powerment, The Cam-
pagna Center, Carpenter’s 
Shelter, The Child and 
Family Network Cen-
ters, Nueva Vida, SCAN 
of Northern Virginia and 
United Community. 

The Community Health 
Fund is used to invest in 
the community through 

partnerships that address 
population health needs 
and promote equity, ac-
cording to the release. In 
2021, in order to address 
the needs of residents 
during the pandemic, Ino-
va doubled its funding for 
community health grants.

-khapgood@alextimes.com

Metro announced on 
Monday that the open-
ing of the Potomac Yard 
Metrorail Station will be 
delayed by at least five 
months to fall 2022 from 
its previously scheduled 
opening in April 2022, 
according to a news re-
lease. 

The five-month push is 
the most recent in a long 
running series of delays 
related to the project. En-
gineers determined that 
the original design of the 
Automatic Train Control 
systems, which prevents 
trains from getting too 

close to one another, did 
not meet all the require-
ments to ensure the safe 
operations of trains, ac-
cording to the release.

Metro is working with 
its contractor to reduce 
delays in the project 
schedule. Construction 
of the station will largely 
continue on schedule, but 
there are some track-relat-
ed construction elements 
that are dependent upon 
the completion of the ATC 
design, according to the 
release.

Mayor Justin Wilson 
released a statement on 

Monday in response to 
the development stating, 
“With the large invest-
ment of $370 million being 
made by the City and other 
governmental and private 
partners to fund the sta-
tion construction, inter-
nal systems should have 
caught the error.”

“While we appreciate 
Metro's acceptance of ac-
countability and recent 
diligence in addressing 
this issue, the contract 
language mistake is inex-
cusable,” Wilson added in 
his statement. 
-oanderson@alextimes.com

Potomac Yard Metrorail Station 
delayed
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The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not 
warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker 
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Alexandria Office 310 King Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300 
Ellis Duncan, Direct 703.307.4295

OLD TOWN 
714 Potomac Street 

OLD TOWN 
329 N. St. Asaph Street 

WOODLAND PARK 
8525 Bound Brook Lane

WASHINGTON D.C. 
3821 S Street NW 

FAIRFAX 
9392 Colbert Court

JEFFERSON MANOR 
5850 Governors Hill Drive

WASHINGTON D.C. 
2108 O Street NW 

OLD TOWN 
724 S. Union Street 

$1,625,000

$1,225,000

$625,000

$2,025,000

$789,000$880,000

$1,560,000

$1,535,000
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ness and accessibility to 
a hidden gem with which 
many Alexandrians might 
not be familiar.

Local news outlet ALX-
NOW recently conducted 

a poll asking community 
members whether they had 
ever visited the Winkler Bo-
tanical Preserve, to which 
57.6% of respondents, 223 
voters, answered, “I’ve nev-
er heard of it before now.”

“That’s really strange to 

me,” Winkler tour guide and 
37-year staff member Tom 
Sundin said, citing that for 
20 years the preserve of-
fered school programs stu-
dents would attended three 
times a year, as well as sum-
mer camps that garnered up 

to 50 children per week for 
10 weeks. “You would think 
that, having all those stu-
dents, word would get out. 
So, when people come up 
to me and say, ‘I’ve never 
heard of this’ I say ‘Why?’”

The reason could be due 
in part to the fact that the 
preserve doesn’t have much 
parking space, hence the 
reason NOVA Parks shut-
tled groups of people from 
the meeting spot to the pre-
serve for the July 24 tour. 
This lack of awareness could 
also be because Winkler’s 
former Executive Director 
Jodie Smolik, who was in 
charge of stewarding many 
popular programs, retired 
three years ago. 

In addition to the school 
programs and summer 
camps, Smolik former-
ly oversaw the preserve’s 
many walking tour options, 
some of which included col-
laborations with the home 
health care organization 
Sunshine House, elderly 
homes, birding groups and 
nursery schools. 

When Smolik left, so did 
the camps, but Paul Gilbert, 
executive director of NOVA 
Parks, said the most recent 
collaboration with the pre-
serve is one step toward 
bringing these programs 

back in some capacity.
Two years ago, NOVA 

Parks approached Winkler 
staff about joining forces 
to connect more citizens 
to the natural world. Win-
kler agreed, and the result 
was a sold-out walking 
tour that took place in July 
2019. There was no hike the 
following year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but 
Gilbert, who said that now 
is the “right time” to con-
tinue the tours, hinted that 
plans for future events are 
already cooking. 

“Twice makes a tradi-
tion,” Gilbert said. “It’s a 
great partnership; this is a 
remarkable spot to explore. 
I think it works to partner 
with NOVA Parks – we’re 
in the business of bringing 
people into nature, and this 
is that.”

Gilbert also said that the 
collaboration was possi-
ble because of the Winkler 
Foundation, without which 
the preserve would not ex-
ist. 

Back in the 70s, as a way 
to fulfill developer and en-
vironmentalist Mark Win-
kler’s dream of creating a 
nature preserve open to 
the public, his wife Cath-

WINKLER FROM | 1

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Marshmallows originated from the sap of the rose mallow hibiscus 
plant, although modern marshmallows retain the name. 

SEE WINKLER | 7
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erine Winkler Herman and 
daughter Tori Thomas en-
sured their land was sanc-
tioned, forming a founda-
tion in 1981 and bringing on 
staff three years later. 

“It was [Winkler's] vi-
sion to do this preserve and 
his family then created the 
foundation [that] made this 
all happen,” Gilbert said. 
“There’s a lot of justified 
pride in what they creat-
ed, … so that’s part of what 
we’re trying to do in part-
nering with Winkler, is help 
more people see it, experi-
ence it.”

During the tour, Sundin, 
who has been on staff since 
the very beginning, told at-
tendees that when he first 
started working at Winkler, 
the preserve “looked noth-
ing” like it does now. 

There was no pond or wa-
terfall, only acres upon acres 
of grapevines, trash piles 
and dense, wild forest. The 
team spent five years clean-
ing up the woods, a feat that 
involved a lot of labor-inten-
sive work, from carting out 
dumpsters full of old wash-

ing machines and refrigera-
tors, to placing many stones 
and constructing a waterfall 
by hand. 

According to Sundin, the 
waterfall, which is fed using 
a pump, serves several pur-
poses. Not only was it cre-
ated for aesthetic reasons, 
but it also helps to aerate 
the water and mitigate pol-
lution, as well as countervail 
the traffic sounds resonat-
ing from I-395 that might 
disturb the peaceful atmo-
sphere. 

Even with all the mea-
sures staff took to curate a 
serene oasis, Sundin said 
that because of the pre-
serve’s proximity to the 
highway – it’s the lowest 
point on the 250-acre track 
– trash piles continue to be 
one of his “biggest buga-
boos.” 

“Every time it rains here, 
this just becomes a trash 
dump because people are 
just throwing their things 
out the window, not think-
ing about it, and everything 
gets washed around here. 
Every day I could be out here 
cleaning something because 
it just washes in,” Sundin 

said. 
The hike proved eluci-

dating to many attendees, 
whose phones were out and 
eyes were peeled for every 
interesting factoid Sundin 

915 King St, Alexandria
703-684-1435

Beautiful AND 
sustainable

crafted by hand
for home  
and life
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PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Female cicadas are responsible for the dead clumps of leaves in 
some of the preserve's trees.

It was [Winkler's] vision to do this 
preserve and his family then created 

the foundation [that] made this all happen.”
– Paul Gilbert,

executive director, NOVA Parks
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and NOVA Parks’ roving 
naturalist, Matt Felperin, 
pointed out. 

Felperin described many 
unusual and indigenous 
species in the area, includ-
ing various birds, trees and 
plants. He identified a com-
mon flower in the preserve, 
the swamp rose mallow, 
which is a type of hibiscus 
plant. Often nicknamed 
“marsh mallow,” the plant 
produces a sap that origi-
nated the eponymous des-
sert.  

Felperin also called at-
tention to a clump of dead 
leaves at the top of a tall oak 
tree. He informed attendees 
that this was caused by a 
female cicada, who cut off 
circulation to the edge of a 
branch in order to deposit 
her eggs. Trees carry nu-
trients through their bark, 
he explained, so the cicada 
stops the flow by making a 
ring around its bark. Even-
tually the tip dies, falls to 
the ground and the cycle 
starts again when young 
cicadas bury themselves in 
the ground. 

“This is done purpose-
fully. It’s not enough to 
kill or really harm the tree; 
it’s not great, but it only 
happens every 17 years,” 
Felperin said. “It’s nature’s 
pruning.”

At one point the group 
stumbled upon an old log 
cabin that Sundin said was 
once used for summer camp 
projects. According to Sun-
din, the log cabins were built 
and deconstructed every 
single week so that camp-
ers had a chance to exercise 
their carpentry muscles. 

Campers would build as 
much as they could on Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, and staff would 
then tear it down on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday for the 
next set of children to build. 

As the tour neared its 
end, Sundin shared a sto-
ry about how the preserve 
almost lost 15 to 20 acres 
many years ago. The Win-
kler family, who still owns 

Our 
dining room 

is open!

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd.
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Dine in or take out, 
always delicious.

 
 

NEW!  
Fontaine ‘To Go’ Coffee Shop (2 doors right)  

7:30 am to 2:30 pm daily  
Coffee, croissants, locally made pastries & more!

FONTAINE Mon. - Fri. 10:00 am - 2:30 pm; 
5:30 - 10:00 pm 
Sat. - Sun. - 10 am - 10 pm

Dine in, try curbside take out or local delivery  
www.fontainebistro.com | 703-535-8151

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Tour attendees wait outside the main lodge for the hike to start.

It's important for 
the survival of 

the planet and young 
peoples' awareness.”

– Claudia Silvia,
retired science teacher

WINKLER FROM | 7
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Come enjoy relaxing 
resplendent Royal St-

South Royal St where you can find everything 
fine fare, dazzling duds, marvelous music, 

wonderful wine, unique antiques, decorating 
details, must-read books,  elegant entertaining 

venues, terrific toys for kids, and more!

See you on South Royal!

529 Kids Consign 
 

Boxwood 
 

Fontaine Caffe
 

Lavender Moon Cupcakery 
 

Old Town Music School 
 

Sara Campbell 
 

Union Square



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JULY 29, 2021 | 9 

Donnan Chancellor Wintermute  
Over $1 Billion in Career Sales  

703.608.6868 
dwintermute@cbmove.com  
Named by Washingtonian  as  
“The Face of Alexandria Real Estate” 

310 King Street | Alexandria VA 22314  
Office (703) 518-8300 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO YOUR CHARITY OF CHOICE.  Spring2ACTion! 

2 3 0 4  K I N G  ST R E E T,  A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  2 2 3 0 1  

Spectacular Panoramic Views 
 

$2,195,000 | 4 beds | 3.5 baths | 4,819 sq.ft. 
 
In pristine condition, this fabulous four bedroom plus three and a half bath residence features a huge 42’ front porch, a grand 37’ entrance 
hallway with beautiful archway, detailed moldings, pine floors and loads of charm! Perfect for gracious entertaining and comfortable family 
living, this wonderful home boasts spacious rooms, large windows and ten foot ceilings. This very special home offers panoramic views of 
the Washington Monument, the Capitol and the Potomac River! Easy parking in the detached two car garage plus two additional spaces. 
Just a short stroll to the King Street Metro and Old Town’s wonderful shops and fine dinning! 
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the building located adja-
cent to the preserve, sought 
to build a parking facility 
for it, which would have en-
croached on the preserve. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
the request drew ire from 
residents of the area. Sissy 

Walker, a tour participant 
and longtime city resident, 
said she recalled the com-
munity pushback well.

“It was an outrage. It was 
just an outrage, and [there 
was] huge support just from 
everywhere in the commu-
nity. People were just fit to 
be tied about the potential 

that it would not [make it],” 
Walker, who wrote a letter in 
opposition to the develop-
ment, said. “This really got 
people [going]. It was just 
a treasure; I mean there’s 
nothing else like it.”

In Alexandria, the Win-
kler Botanical Preserve is 
the largest privately owned 

green space. The only larger 
green space is the 50-acre 
Dora Kelley Nature Park, 
nestled in the Holmes Run 
Stream Valley Gorge and 
managed by the Virginia 
Department of Wildlife Re-
sources.

Although he acknowl-
edged the power of grass-
roots campaigns, Sundin 
also stressed that land de-
velopment has a place. 

“This place wouldn’t be 
there if it wasn’t for [the 
nearby Winkler-owned] 
buildings. The money gen-
erated from those buildings 
went to fund all the school 
programs, all the camps, 
my salary and everything 
you see here. So, land devel-
opment is tough but neces-
sary,” Sundin said. 

The next iteration of the 
preserve is currently un-
clear, though Sundin em-
phasized that he “knows it’s 
going to be good” and looks 
forward to leading upcom-
ing hiking tours in addition 
to introducing as many peo-

ple as possible to the pre-
serve that he openly refers 
to as his home.

“It’s my baby,” Sundin said. 
As far as the fate of envi-

ronmental education oppor-
tunities, the Winkler board 
is still in the process of de-
termining next steps, but at 
the end of the tour, one hiker, 
Claudia Silvia, said she would 
write a letter encouraging 
continuation of the programs. 

Silvia, who worked as a 
science educator for 43 years, 
stressed the importance of 
learning about nature in or-
der to equip children with a 
“frame of reference” when it 
comes to caring for the envi-
ronment.

“It’s important for the 
survival of the planet and 
for young peoples’ aware-
ness,” Silvia said. “You 
don’t protect something 
you don’t know anything 
about.”

For more information 
about the preserve, call 
703-578-7888. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
The manmade waterfall aerates the pond water and mitigates 
pollution.
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You don't need a lot of product if you 
have the right product.

For smoother, softer and shinier hair contact us today.

Reduces frizz, adds shine while delivering 
smoother, healthier feeling and looking hair 
for more manageability that last for months.

Complimentary MONTE shampoo and 
conditioner with every treatment.

Smoothing Treatments

SALONMONTE.com
210 South Union Street 22314 | Historic Old Town Alexandria

703-217-7077
Celebrating Jackie Kennedy Onassis’s Birthday 7/28! Cheers!
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Just 11 pounds, Toffee is on an adventure.  Having traveled here from 
Miami, she is  looking forward to  her new Virginia home.

Toffee is a shy girl and takes  time to get to know new friends, but 
once she does, she is best buds. 

She’d prefer a quiet household where she can find her footing, but 
she’s open to exploring new locations with her new best friend.  

Could it be you?

AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment.
703-746-4774

 
THANK YOU

~ Jack Russell American Blend ~

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

Diann Carlson
Weichert Old Town 

Realtors
703-628-2440

“Because everyone  
deserves a home.”

Against all odds, life 
found a way.

The drive-in comes to a 
close on Saturday with its 
final showing, “Shrek,” but 
it does so after making a 
sizable impact on the com-
munity. More than 20,000 
people attended showings 
of silver screen classics like 
“Back to the Future,” “Star 
Wars” and, yes, “Jurassic 
Park,” according to Kelly 
Grant, of ALX Community, 
who along with Building 
Momentum’s Allen Brooks, 
founded the drive-in. Ticket 
sales from the drive-in pro-
vided more than $150,000 in 
support to local nonprofits.

“It’s probably the finest 
thing I’ve ever had the op-
portunity to participate in 
and do,” Grant said. “It’s a 
true community effort. It 
was made by the communi-
ty, for the community and 
it went back to the commu-
nity. It actually melts my 

heart every day.”

Humble beginnings
Although the Alexan-

dria Drive-In became a lo-
cal phenomenon during the 
pandemic, the original con-
cept for the drive-in started 
as nothing more than a nov-
el idea at the dinner table.

In June 2020, Brooks, 
chief creative officer at 
Building Momentum, and 
his wife were brainstorm-
ing ideas for how to “change 
things up” in terms of en-
tertainment for their chil-
dren. Brooks suggested 
heading to one of a number 
of drive-ins that had popped 
up in the region during the 
pandemic, but then he had 
an idea.

“I kind of had this mo-
ment of realization that we 
had a relationship at my 
company, Building Momen-
tum, with the Stonebridge 
firm, who owns 5001 Eisen-
hower Ave. So, I had this 
moment at the dinner ta-

ble where I was like, ‘Or we 
could just open [a drive-in], 
maybe?’”

Brooks eventually con-
nected with Grant, chief 
operating officer at ALX 
Community, who shared his 
vision for what Alexandria’s 
version of a drive-in could 
be.

“It started with the 
premise that everybody was 
stuck home and we would 
find them a safe way to find 
some entertainment,” Grant 
said. “And immediately, we 
agreed on the fact that it 
wasn’t going to be a venue 
to actually earn any money. 
We were actually going to 
give all the proceeds to lo-
cally loved nonprofits, and 
that’s what we did.”

From there, the duo 
quickly learned that bring-
ing this idea to life required 
more than a vision and a 
dream. The location at Ei-
senhower Avenue was a 

DRIVE-IN FROM | 1

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA DRIVE -IN
Attendees listened to audio for the movies through their radio.

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA DRIVE-IN
The 220-capacity drive in lot was more often than not full to the 
brim with cars.

SEE DRIVE-IN | 13
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©2021 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Heather Corey
Vice President

m +1 703 989 1183
o +1 703 310 6800  
hcorey@ttrsir.com

Alexandria Brokerage
400 S. Washington Street

Alexandria, VA

Top Row From Left to Right:
Alexandria, 7979 East Boulevard Drive  |  $60,000,000

Ford’s Landing, 12 Alexander Street  |  $2,200,000

Bottom Row From Left to Right:
Robinson Landing, 16 Bakers Walk, #104  |  $1,395,000

Saint Asaph Square, 801 S. Pitt Street #219  |  $625,000
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 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA DRIVE-IN
For parents throughout the city, the Alexandria Drive-In was one of the only forms of pandemic-safe 
entertainment.

start, but they still need-
ed to transform the empty 
lot into a drive-in theater 
and that required finding 
a screen, licensing rights 
to play films, city permits, 
food, safety protocols, re-
strooms and signage.

Grant and Brooks part-
nered with business own-
ers throughout the city and 
region in order to find cre-
ative solutions and build 
the foundation for the Al-
exandria Drive-In. 

“It really was the story of 
all of these people coming 
together with their differ-
ent skill sets that were com-
plementary to everybody 
else’s,” Brooks said.

Grant and Brooks part-
nered with FunFlicks to rent 
a movie screen and found a 
valet service that wasn’t 
working during the pan-
demic to handle parking.

More and more organi-
zations rallied around the 
drive-in. Best Impressions 
donated signage, while Hel-
biz, an e-scooter company, 
donated scooters so that 
drive-in staff could navi-
gate the expansive parking 
lot.

According to Grant, pro-
viding food to hungry mov-
iegoers was an interesting 
challenge, but they found 
a solution in the form of 
Goodfynd, a company de-
signed to partner event or-
ganizers with food trucks. 
Users could purchase food 
online and contact free, 
and drive-in staff would 
run it to the attendees, who 

were restricted to their cars 
during screenings.

In the beginning, the 
drive-in, with all its moving 
parts, was an entirely vol-
unteer-run operation, with 
about 500 volunteers lend-
ing their time to help oper-
ate the theater.

“ALX [Community] 
pitched in at every single 
drive-in and every nonprof-
it that we supported actu-
ally provided volunteers,” 
Grant said. “Then, we just 
asked people around, and 
everyone wanted to help. 
Literally, the whole drive-in 
was run by volunteers.”

Eventually, as fall ap-
proached and some volun-
teers went back to school 
or work, Grant and Brooks 
hired staff to assist with 
running the drive-in.

Big screen appeal
At the center of the 

drive-in were the movies 
themselves, which ranged 
from animated, fami-
ly-friendly fare to superhe-
ro and action films.

Early on, Brooks reached 
out to Mark O’meara, owner 
of Cinema Arts Theatres and 
University Malls Theaters 
in Fairfax, to license mov-
ies and eventually worked 
out a deal with Universal. 
The drive-in later expanded 
to include films from other 
studios, including Disney 
and its library of animated 
films and superhero block-
busters, but jumpstarting 
the drive-in with Universal 
films like “Jurassic Park,” 

It really was the story 
of all of these people 

coming together with 
their different skills.”

– Allen Brooks,
chief creative officer, Building Momentum

DRIVE-IN FROM | 11
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www.clarkeandsampson.com
228 S. Washington Street, Suite 200

Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-683-6601

Security & Data Breach
Not a matter of If, but When

- What would you do? 
- Who would you call? 
- How would the costs be covered: 

- For Restoration? 
- For Business Interruption?

If tomorrow morning you signed into the network,
and your system was locked and files encrypted: 

We can assist with:

Education & Planning

Breach Response Services

Cyber & Network Security Insurance

which was the first movie 
screened at the drive-in in 
August 2020, and “Back to 
the Future” resulted in im-
mediate and startling levels 
of success.

“It was the right thing at 
the right time that people 

needed, and we also picked 
some really good movies 
those first couple of months,” 
Brooks said. “I mean, ‘Juras-
sic Park’ holds up. I could 
watch it every day.”

In a city like Alexandria, 
with its tight-knit neighbor-
hoods, word of the drive-in 
spread quickly.

“Alexandria is this per-
fectly knitted community 
where when word gets [out], 
people attend and people 
go in force,” Sean Casey, a 
commander in the Alexan-
dria Sheriff’s Office who 
volunteered at the drive-in, 
said.

The first slate of screen-

ings quickly sold out, with 
the 220-car capacity drive-
in packed full of families, 
couples and eager movie-
goers. For two hours, the 
drive-in became a balm for 
those looking to get out of 
their homes at a time when 
there were few forms of es-
capism.

“You could see a movie 
where even if you’ve seen it 
before or you could watch it 
online, it recreated the ex-
perience of going out again 
and created this sense of 
normalcy during a crazy, 
hectic time,” Casey said.

For parents, the drive-in 
was also a chance to intro-
duce their children to the 
magic of cinema outside of 
streaming a movie on Net-
flix or Disney Plus.

“Kids who had never 
gone to the movies before 
had seen their very first 
movies at the drive-in,” 
Grant said.

But for most people 
who caught a screening on 
Eisenhower Avenue, the 
drive-in’s appeal was more 
than just two hours of en-
tertainment – it was a social 

experience in a year defined 
by isolation. 

“Parents would have 
birthday parties there and 
they would park four or five 
cars in a row so that kids 
could see other kids for a 
little bit,” Brooks said. “Or, 
neighborhoods would come 
and sit before the movie 
outside their cars and be six 
feet away and wear masks 
and be connected again and 
see people they hadn’t got-

You could see 
a movie where 

even if you've 
seen it before or 
you could watch it 
online, it recreated 
the experience of 
going out again and 
created a sense of 
normalcy during a 
crazy hectic time.”

– Sean Casey, 
volunteer, Alexandria 

Drive-In 

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA DRIVE-IN
The drive-in organizers partnered with Fun Flicks to get a movie 
screen.

DRIVE-IN FROM | 13
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit 
property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

3302 E LM O R E D R IVE |  ALEX AN D R IA 
5 BED |  2F 1H BATH |   $ 1 , 449,900

7207 STATECR E ST D R IVE |  AN NAN DALE
5 Bed | 3F Bath | $764,900

OAKL AN D R I D G E FAR M |  AN N E ARU N D E L 
CO U NT Y,  M D 
4 Bed | 2F Bath | 116 Acre Horse Farm | 
$2,225,000

4124 N .  R I CH M O N D STR E ET |  AR LI N GTO N
6 BED |  5F 1H BATH |  $2 , 550 ,000

523 TE N N E SS E E AVE N U E |  ALEX AN D R IA
3 Bed | 2F Bath | $899,900

8616 WE ST B O U LE VAR D  |  ALEX AN D R IA
4 Bed | 3F Bath | $1,000,000

91 8 S L ATE RS L AN E |  ALEX AN D R IA
3 Bed | 2F 1H Bath | $839,900

1302 RO U N D H O U S E L AN E |  ALEX AN D R IA
2 Bed | 2F 1H Bath | $705,000

1 1 06 DARTM O UTH ROAD |  ALEX AN D R IA
4 Bed | 3F 1H Bath | $1,165,000 

The Alexandria housing market is still hot! Interest rates continue to 
be at historic lows, making it easier to buy the house of your dreams. 
For sellers, while inventory is increasing, there are still more people 
looking to buy than there are homes available, making it a sellers 
market.  Whether you’re buying or selling, we would love to be a part 
of your journey!  - Dayna and Kerry
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S O L D

DAYNA BLUMEL 
& KERRY ADAMS

D: 703.597.2252 | K: 703.587.7841
dayna.blumel@compass.com
kerry.adams@compass.com
BlumelAdams.com

Offering Exceptional Service in 
Every Price Range

Washingtonian Top Agents 2015-2021

A C T I V E

A C T I V E A C T I V E

A C T I V E

A C T I V EU N D E R  C O N T R A C T
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maidservicesinc.com

Cell and Text:  
703 629-9977

 Office:
703-560-6243

Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.

• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Bruce Elton
Owner

ten the chance to see.”
The organizers behind 

the drive-in aimed to foster 
this sense of community as 
a way to enhance the expe-
rience and remind people 
what their ticket price was 
going toward.

“If you’ve ever been 
to Disneyland or Disney 
World, when the gates open, 
people are smiling, waving, 
jumping up and down,” Ca-
sey said. “We created that 
atmosphere the moment the 
gates opened.”

“Kids were jumping on 
roofs, being all excited. Be-
fore the movies would start, 
we would tell the story on 
the major loudspeaker of 
why we were there and what 
peoples’ time and ticket 
price was actually doing. In-
stead of clapping, it became 
beeping, so the entire park-
ing lot would be beeping and 
cheering,” Grant said.

Ripple effect
Now, with COVID-19 re-

strictions easing and day-
light savings time making 
it difficult to screen family 
friendly movies earlier than 
9 p.m., the curtains are 
closing at the Alexandria 
Drive-In, but its impact will 
linger long after 5001 Ei-
senhower becomes an emp-
ty lot again.

“It was never intended to 
be a long-term venture. It 
was intended to be exactly 
what it was, something that 
was built for the communi-
ty, by the community and 
gave back to the commu-
nity,” Grant said. “We may 
see another opportunity 
to bring it back, but at this 
point, it has done more than 
I ever dreamed of when it 
started. It’s the proudest 
I’ve ever been of the whole 
community.”

The more than $150,000 
in donations collected 
through ticket sales has 
gone toward local nonprof-
its including ACT for Alex-
andria, Volunteer Alexan-
dria, the National Breast 
Cancer Foundation, Jireh’s 
Place and ATHENA Rapid 
Response Innovation Lab. 
The first few screenings 
alone resulted in more than 
$15,000 for ACT’s efforts to 
fight systemic racism, ac-

cording to Grant.
The money raised 

through the drive-in will 
also provide partial schol-
arships for 17 Alexandria 
City High School students, 
mammograms for 125 wom-
en, adoptions for three lo-
cal children and STEM pro-
grams for girls in the city.

“It feels pretty great that 
we were able to make such 
an impact for our communi-
ty with a crazy idea that was 
cooked up at a dining room 
table,” Brooks said.

John Lawson was one 
of the first people to sign 
up for the drive-in’s initial 
screening of “Jurassic Park” 
in August. At the time, he 
said it was an opportunity 
for him and his wife to get 
out of the house and en-
joy a more traditional date 
night. Lawson had not been 
to a drive-in since he was a 
teenager in the 1960s.

Like for so many people in 

the city, his experience at the 
Alexandria Drive-In became 
more than just two hours of 
Hollywood escapism.

“It was kind of a state-
ment that life goes on and 
we’re going to find a way to 

coexist with this lockdown 
for a while and be creative 
about some entertainment 
experiences,” Lawson said. 
“That’s what I felt like: it was 
‘life finds a way.’”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA DRIVE-IN
A stormtrooper patrolled one of the screenings of "Star Wars."

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA DRIVE-IN
A DeLorean was on hand during a screening of "Back to the Future."
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Traffic and Parking 
Board expected to 
vote on expanding ser-
vice in September
BY KATHERINE HAPFOOD

Members of the Traf-
fic and Parking Board and 
city staff discussed long-
in-the-works plans for the 
expansion of the Capital 
Bikeshare program during 
the TPB meeting on Mon-
day.

An overview of the 
planned bikeshare expan-
sion was previously pre-
sented to the TPB in 2017, 
but there were “contrac-
tional delays to get things 
moving,” according to Alex 
Block, a city planner. Staff 
presented an update on the 
plan to the board on Mon-
day, with a final TPB vote 
expected to occur on Sept. 
27.

According to the pre-
sentation by Vicki Caudul-
lo, the city’s Capital Bike-
share program manager, 
the Virginia Department 
of Transportation, which is 
funding the Bikeshare Ex-
pansion Project, approved 
the city’s purchase request 
for 26 total bikeshare sta-
tions. These stations will be 
located throughout Alexan-
dria and will have pedal and 
electronic bikes available for 
use. 

Currently, city depart-
ments are reviewing 19 
locations, and the TPB al-
ready approved six station 
locations in 2017 and six 
locations in 2020. There 
will be seven more locations 
brought before the board for 
approval in September, and 
then the final seven loca-
tions are expected to begin 
the determination and ap-
proval process in September. 
Those last seven locations 
will then be approved in the 
spring of 2022.

The existing bikeshare 
stations are located mostly 
in the eastern and northern 
regions of Alexandria, with 
plans to not only add more 
stations in Old Town but to 
also add several stations in 
the West End. In regard to 
the final seven bikeshare 
locations that have yet to 
be determined, Casey Kane, 
a member of the board, en-
couraged staff to prioritize 
locations around Holmes 
Run.

“I hope that one or more 
of [the locations to be de-
termined] can be consid-
ered for the Holmes Run 
Trail network itself,” Kane 
said.

According to Caudullo, 
the approval process took 
much longer than usual, as 
an extra layer of approvals 
was needed since the bike-
share program is funded 
by VDOT and not the city. 
In a diagram briefly shown 
by Caudullo, dozens of ap-
provals were required over 
the past few years to pre-

pare for the expansion of 
the city’s bikeshare pro-
gram.

“Things are kind of com-
plicated when you’re us-

ing grant funding, so this 
is a window into what we 
were working through over 
the last couple of years,” 
Caudullo said. “I’m really, 

really happy to show this 
chart with the ending of 
the story, which is that we 

Bikeshare expansion planned

PHOTO/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
These proposed locations are contingent on several steps including approval from city departments.

SEE BIKESHARE | 18
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have VDOT approval, which 
[then means] funding.”

Three of the 19 approved 
bikeshare stations will re-
quire public parking remov-
al. For one bikeshare sta-
tion, located at the Charles 
Barrett Branch Library, it 
has yet to be determined 
whether public parking will 
need to be removed. There 
will be public outreach and 
input regarding the poten-
tial removal of parking, ac-
cording to staff.

Of the seven newly pro-
posed stations that will be 
discussed more thoroughly 
at the September meeting, 
only one location, at the 
intersection of Peyton and 
King streets, will require 
the removal of two to three 
parking spaces.

Caudullo said that bike-
share stations that involve 
the removal of parking will 
require a community out-
reach process and the TPB's 

approval. The city’s presen-
tation to the board on Mon-
day involved no board ac-
tion; instead, a request will 
be made at the meeting on 
Sept. 27.

“The Traffic and Parking 
Board obviously has the role 
of approving locations that 
would remove parking,” 
Caudullo said.

Another issue Kane 
brought up is that five of 
the proposed stations are 
located outside of the ser-
vice area indicated by Cap-
ital Bikeshare. Electronic 
bikes are not allowed to be 
stored outside of the ser-
vice area.

“If Capital Bikeshare 
thinks that some of our sta-
tions are outside of the ser-
vice area, then some [e-bike 
users]  run the risk of get-
ting charged more [mon-
ey],” Kane said.

Caudullo said she will 
be “advocating as much as 
she can” in regard to the 
issue and that she agrees 

with Kane on the inconsis-
tent electronic bike service 
area.

“We are working 
through protocol as to how 
and why these stations 

[outside of the service area] 
are included, so that when 
the stations expand, there 
are hopes that we can in-
clude more of the city and 
e-bikes at a station docking 

app.” 
The next Traffic and 

Parking Board meeting will 
be held Sept. 27 at 7:30 p.m. 
in City Council Chambers.

-khapgood@alextimes.com 

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

REMEMBER PLANNING  
A HAPPY HOUR  
WITH FRIENDS?
AT HERMITAGE NORTHERN VIRGINIA,   
it could be today.

With one of the highest vaccination rates in the region, 
our beautiful retirement community is getting back  
into the swing of things in Alexandria.

READY TO JOIN US?  LET’S CHAT.

703 797 380 0 |  HERMITAGENOVA .ORG 
50 0 0 FAIRBANKS AV ENUE |  ALE X ANDRIA , VA 22311

PHOTO/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Map of currently existing bikeshare stations (maroon), and the 26 proposed stations funded by VDOT 
(orange).
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Local Quaker was a 
trailblazing suffragist 

BY GAYLE CONVERSE AND PAT 

MILLER

“Her strongest charac-
teristic was a love of justice, 
and this was what made her 
a champion for women’s en-
franchisement.”

Fifteen years before the 
1846 Retrocession Act re-
turned 31 square miles of 
the Federal City to Alexan-
dria and the surrounding 
Virginia countryside, and 
30 years prior to the start 
of the American Civil War, 
Caroline Hallowell was born 
in what was recognized as 
Alexandria, D.C. on Aug. 20, 
1831.  

The daughter of Margaret 
Farquhar and her husband, 
Alexandria educator, Quak-
er and abolitionist Benjamin 
Hallowell, Caroline arrived 
soon after her parents had 
moved the family home – and 
Hallowell’s school – to the 
corner of North Washington 
and Queen streets, today 
known as the Lloyd House. 
The lot also contained the 
site of a former sugar house 
and tobacco warehouse. 
Margaret Hallowell, at the 
request of Alexandria Quak-
er Mary Stabler, opened the 
city’s first school for girls on 

the site.
Following in her parent’s 

footsteps, Caroline became a 
teacher and in 1852 married 
educator Francis Miller. The 
Millers had five children and 
the family eventually moved 
to the Quaker community 
of Sandy Spring, Maryland, 
where Caroline also started 
a girls’ school.

In the 1880s, as the 
movement for the enfran-
chisement of American 
women was regaining speed, 
Caroline earned a reputation 
as an excellent public speak-
er and delivered remarks at 
several national suffrage 
conventions.

In January 1883, suffrag-
ist pioneer Susan B. Antho-
ny, a Quaker herself, intro-
duced Miller to speak at the 
National Woman Suffrage 
Convention in Washington, 
D.C.   During a persuasive 
speech, Miller shared many 
things she had observed 
in 18th century Alexan-
dria. She revealed details 
of brutal treatment, often 
administered in public, to 
enslaved and poor women.

The Alexandria Gazette 
reported on Miller’s address: 
“Mrs. Miller is about medium 
height and over middle age.  
She was dressed with Quaker 
simplicity [and] spoke with 

much emphasis.  Born and 
reared in a Virginia town 
noted for its slave pens and 
its intense conservatism … 
yet in that town she had seen 
women stripped to the waist 
and brutally beaten in pub-

lic by order of the law. Their 
only offence was imperti-
nence to young snips of dry 
goods clerks, whose improp-
er conduct provoked the im-

TimesLivinq
Voter registration for Nov. 2, 
2021 general election: 
The voter registration 
deadline for the Nov. 2 
general election for those 
not already registered 
to vote at their current 
address is Oct. 12, 2021.  
Registration applications 
received after this deadline 
will be processed after the 
election. You may submit 
or update your registration 
information online through 
the Virginia Department of 
Elections,  vote.elections.
virginia.gov.  Any eligible 
U.S. citizen who will be 18 
years old by the next general 
election is eligible to register.  
To check your registration 
status and find your polling 
place, visit vote.elections.
virginia.gov, or call the 
Alexandria Voter Registration 
Office at 703-746-4050.
For more information on voter 
registration and conducting 
voter registration drives, or to 
submit a paper registration 
application, please see 
Alexandria’s Voter Registration 
Information and Application 
page: https://www.
alexandriava.gov/elections/
info/default.aspx 
?id=8222effb54910b8145f 
2ba507c26a79eb5a6

REGISTER TO VOTE

Caroline Hallowell Miller

PHOTO/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
Caroline Hallowell Miller.

Alexandria 
 Celebrates Women
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We all love the Potomac 
River. Join Potomac 
Conservancy to stand 
up for clean water. 

We are United 
for Clean Water

Read the new six-part series
on local climate impacts 

https://potomacclimatereport.org/

Join the 31,000 neighbors
who are leading the fight for clean water and a 

healthy Potomac River!

Alexandria Times’Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

Mosquito Joe® offers:
Barrier treatments 
Natural Treatment Options  
No contracts required 
Satisfaction guaranteed

855-ASK-A-JOE | MosquitoJoe.com

Stop smacking 
yourself in the face.

 202-750-5730

pertinence.  Reared in such a 
cradle she yet, through the 
blessings of a good home, 
was able to appreciate the 
efforts of Susan B. Antho-
ny and the other leaders of 
the great cause on behalf of 
women.”  

Concluding her address, 
Miller stated her belief that 
Anthony and other suffragist 
trailblazers would improve 
the lives of women in Alex-
andria and throughout the 
United States. She predicted 
that “Coming generations 
would rise up and call them 
blessed … man would rise to 
a higher plane when he ac-
knowledges equal rights for 
women before the law.”  

In 1889, at her home in 
Sandy Spring, Miller assem-
bled 13 of her allies. The 
meeting became the founda-
tion of the Maryland Woman 

Suffrage Association.  Co-
ordinating her group’s work 
with that of the National 
American Woman Suffrage 
Association, she would send 
delegates, including her sis-
ter-in-law and her niece, to 
national suffrage conven-
tions. At age 63, after serv-
ing one year as president of 
the organization, Miller re-
tired in 1894.

Caroline Hallowell Miller 
died in 1905, 15 years short 
of the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment granting Amer-
ican women the right to vote.

Upon her death, the 
Quaker newspaper The 
Friends’ Intelligencer edi-
torialized, “Her strongest 
characteristic was a love of 
justice, and this was what 
made her a champion for 
women’s enfranchisement.”  

Today, the work of Miller 
and other Alexandria-based 
suffragists lives on.  One 

distinctive location is the 
Office of Voter Registration 
and Elections, where wom-
en of distinction have been 
in charge of ensuring voter 
equality and election integri-
ty in the city for many years.  

Under the office’s 
three-person board, former 
General Registrar and Direc-
tor of Elections Anna Leider 
held the post for 22 years be-
fore retiring in 2020. Angela 
Maniglia Turner currently 
serves in the position. Casey 
Leigh Clark is elections man-
ager and Alyssa Myers has 
been brought onboard as as-
sistant elections manager.

The writers are founders  
of Alexandria Celebrates  
Women, a nonprofit that 

highlights influential 
women throughout the city’s 

history. Contact them at 
AlexandriaCelebratesWomen 

@gmail.com.

The Alexandria Domestic Violence Safehouse – a place 
of refuge for many women impacted by the pandemic 
– needs your help. When women and their families are 
able to leave the shelter, there is a need for housewares, 
including silverware, pots and pans and dishes. You 
can assist by clicking here: http://www.target.com/gift-
registry/gift/effb54910b8145f2ba507c26a79eb5a6

WOMEN IMPACTED BY COVID-19 NEED YOUR HELP Alexandria 
 Celebrates Women
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ARTS
Despite solid twist, M. Night Shyamalan 
thriller “Old” falls apart
BY RICHARD ROEPER

“You have such a beauti-
ful voice. I can't wait to hear 
it when you're older,” Prisca 
(Vicky Krieps) says to her 
young daughter, Maddox, at 
the beginning of “Old.”

Be careful what you wish 
for, mom.

Ever since writer-direc-
tor M. Night Shyamalan 
made his sensational feature 
film debut with “The Sixth 
Sense” in 1999, his career 
has ridden wild swings of 
the pendulum, ranging from 
the brilliant and enduring – 
“Unbreakable,” “Signs” and 
“Split” – to the unspeakably 
awful – “The Happening,” 
“The Last Airbender” and 
“After Earth.”

We hold our breath each 
time Shyamalan releases a 
new film, hoping the setup 
will be tantalizing and the 
slow build will be filled with 
tension and the inevitable 
big reveal at the end will 
leave us exhilarated. “May-
be he'll reach the heights 
again,” we think.

Not this time.
Shyamalan takes a big 

gutsy dive off a deep dra-
matic cliff in “Old,” which is 
based on the graphic novel 
“Sandcastle” by Pierre Oscar 
Levy and Frederik Peeters. 
But despite an intriguing 
premise, some Hitchcockian 
camerawork and a few effec-
tive, shocking scares, this is 
a thudding disappointment 
with surprisingly wooden 
performances from fine ac-
tors and some of the most ex-
cruciatingly awful dialogue 
in any movie this year.

“Old” kicks off with Guy 
(Gael Garcia Bernal), his 
wife, Prisca (Krieps), their 
11-year-old daughter, Mad-
dox (Alexa Swinton), and 
their 6-year-old son, Trent 

(Nolan River), arriving at a 
tropical resort for one last 
vacation. Unbeknownst to 
the kids, Guy and Prisca 
are about to separate, but 
they’ve agreed to withhold 
this information from the 
children until after the trip. 
Not long after the family has 
settled in, the resort manag-
er (Gustaf Hammarsten) tells 
them of an amazing private 
beach on the other side of the 
island that most other guests 
don’t even know exists – but 
he likes them, so he’s letting 
them in on the secret.

Two other families come 
along on the trip. There’s 
the renowned doctor Charles 
(Rufus Sewell), his much 
younger, selfie-obsessed 
wife, Chrystal (Abbey Lee), 
their 6-year-old daughter, 
Kara (Kylie Begley), Charles’ 
aged mother, Agnes (Kath-
leen Chalfant), and Agnes’ 
dog, and really M. Night, 
you’re going to bring a dog 
into this impending night-
mare? And we have Patricia 

(Nikki Amuka-Bird), a psy-
chologist, and her husband, 
Jarin (Ken Leung), a nurse.

The island is absolute-
ly breathtaking, with lush 
green foliage on one side of 
the crystal-clear waters and 
jagged red rocks on the other 
side. But soon after the group 
arrives, strange stuff starts 
happening.

A naked and quite dead 
blonde floats right into 
young Trent, and that 
brings about the appearance 
of Aaron Pierre as a rap-
per with the stage name of 
Mid-Sized Sedan. Mid-Sized 
Sedan parks himself with 
the group, who can’t help 
but notice he keeps bleed-
ing from the nose even as 
he maintains he just met the 
dead woman last night be-
fore she was found floating 
in the ocean.

This is when the weird-
ness really kicks in. All three 
kids suddenly age into ado-
lescents and then teenagers, 
with Alex Wolff now playing 

Trent, Thomasin McKenzie 
as Maddox and Eliza Scanlen 
as Kara.

“Something is going on 
with time on this beach,” 
Jarin says, stating the obvi-
ous for the audience. In an-
other howler of a line, Prisca 
says to her daughter, “I don't 
know what’s happening ... 
sweetheart, but for now I 
have another swimsuit in my 
bag and maybe you should 
change into that.”

“Old” eventually de-
volves into scenes of gro-
tesquery and questionable 
taste, as when Trent and 
Kara, who still have the 
emotional intelligence of 
children, sleep together and 
Kara gets pregnant, or when 
another character’s bones 
keep cracking but heal be-
fore they’ve reset. Other 
elements of the script are 
just plain odd, such as when 
Charles blurts out lines such 
as, “Do you know Jack Nich-
olson did a film with Marlon 
Brando?” Yes, it was called 

“The Missouri Breaks,” and 
while it was something of a 
mess, it's clearly superior to 
this near disaster.

At times “Old” plays like 
an overlong episode of “The 
Twilight Zone,” only with a 
much bigger budget and lo-
cation shooting. Perhaps it 
might have worked better as 
an intimate psychological 
set piece. 

Shyamalan uncharac-
teristically has a couple of 
characters pretty much fig-
ure out what’s going on well 
before we as the audience get 
the “Big Reveal,” which is, 
admittedly, compelling and 
makes for a better conclusion 
than the setup. 

Unfortunately, by the 
time the twist is revealed, 
it’s too late. The film has 
sunk under the weight of the 
flat performances, stilted 
dialogue and the arbitrary 
“rules” of the island. Not 
even Mid-Sized Sedan could 
turn this gibberish into a co-
hesive hit.

PHOTO/UNIVERSAL
Gael Garcia Bernal as Guy and Vicky Krieps as Prisca in "Old."
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In a sellers’ market, 
knowing when and why 
to sell a home is vital
BY MARY ELLEN ROTONDO

If you’ve ever owned a 
home, you’ve probably won-
dered, “When is the right 
time to sell?” It’s a question 
that you can’t help asking 
yourself when the real estate 
market is hot like it’s been 
over the last year.  

When the COVID-19 
pandemic provided so many 
dreary headlines, residential 
real estate provided an eco-
nomic bright spot. As home 
became the center of our 
universe – the single place 
where we worked, schooled, 
played, lived and thrived – 
buyer demand for homes sky-
rocketed. Buyers have been 
strong in the marketplace for 
the last 12 months, but list-
ings have been, and continue 
to be, in relatively short sup-
ply and lagging behind buyer 
demand.     

The sellers’ market that 

we are witnessing has been 
fueled by historically low in-
terest rates, post-pandemic 
shutdown lifestyle chang-
es and a housing inventory 

shortage.  Prices throughout 
the Northern Virginia region 
have been driven up as buyers 
have competed for listings. 
Sellers have been receiving 
multiple contract offers and 
clean contracts which waive 
home inspections and other 
contingencies.  

Last month, the average 
home price in the Northern 
Virginia Association of Real-
tors (NVAR) footprint, which 
covers Fairfax and Arlington 
counties, along with the cit-
ies of Alexandria, Fairfax and 

Falls Church, was $741,574 
up 14.6% over the same pe-
riod last year according to 
NVAR. In the Alexandria 
market, home prices have 
gone up 12.4% compared to 
last year, selling for a median 
price of $615,000, according 
to Redfin. On average, homes 
in Alexandria sell within 15 
days of entering the market, 
compared to 26 days last 
year. Clearly, it’s a very good 
time to be a seller.  

The decision to sell a 
home is more complex than 

a math equation or an eco-
nomic assessment, however. 
For most people, a home is 
likely the largest financial 
investment, and the most 
personal purchase, they will 
ever make. Homes provide 
both tangible and intangi-
ble benefits to homeowners 
including shelter, safety, 
privacy and personal space 
for working, schooling and 
living your life moments 
with friends and loved ones. 

REAL 
TALK

How do you know when it’s the 
right time to sell?

MARY ELLEN  
ROTONDO

FILE PHOTO
Due to the strength of the market, there is no need to wait for a particular season to sell.

For most people, a home 
is likely the largest financial 
investment and the most personal 
purchase they will ever make.”

– Mary Ellen Rotondo, 
realtor

15, 30 & 60 Min. Visits

Does Your Dog Need 
a Friend in the  

Middle of the Day?

v

Schedule A Consultation Today!
571-438-2323

Shop Apparel, Gifts & Pet Supplies at www.PassionatelyPets.com/Shop

Ask About Our Puppy Packages

Dog Walking, Pet Sitting & 
Overnight Options Available
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Home is a lot more than a 
place to rest in between life 
events. 

Experience has shown 
that decisions based on over-
all priorities and personal 
goals are sound ones. If your 
home fits your long-term 
needs, or has great emotion-
al attachment for you, you 
might want to stay in it.  If 
your home doesn’t support 
your evolving lifestyle or 
prevents you from reach-
ing your potential, it might 
make sense to sell it and find 
another home that fits your 
needs better. 

It used to be that spring 
was the busiest time in the 
residential real estate mar-
ket and your best chance for 
selling at a fair price. These 
days, the data shows that 
purchase activity and pric-
ing is strong across all sea-
sons. Thus, if you decide that 
now is the right time to sell, 

you don’t need to wait for a 
particular season or annual 
event to prepare for and en-
ter the market.  

There are many valuable 
resources you can consult re-
garding the real estate mar-
ket and your home’s value, 
including local real estate 
agents, NVAR and online 
consumer-facing sites such 
as Realtor.com, Redfin and 

Zillow. It’s always good to 
know your home’s value and 
keep your finger on the pulse 
of your local real estate mar-
ket.  

The writer is a licensed realtor 
at McEnearney Associates, 

who operates in Virginia 
and D.C. For additional 

questions, contact her at 
mrotondo@mcenearney.com.

REAL 
TALK

FILE PHOTO
Whether or not you want to sell, it's always good to know the value of your home. 

703-684-7702 

techpainting.com  

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 34 

years of experience 
to work for you!  

 
We are booking 

summer work now. 
Call us today 

to schedule your 
free estimate! 

HHOOMMEEOOWWNNEERRSS!!  

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street | http://thelittletheatre.com/

When Neil Simon needed a good laugh, this is the play he wrote! Join 
us for this first-rate farce with plenty of physical comedy, high-octane 
energy, and loaded with classic Neil Simon wit. It begins with three 
couples as they arrive at an upper-crust Manhattan anniversary party to 
discover that their host (the Deputy Mayor of New York), has acciden-
tally maimed himself. Watch as the couples go to outrageous lengths 
to keep the police and press from finding out the truth. Don’t miss this 
gem of a comedy!

July 24 - August 14, 2021

*All patrons are required to wear a mask (even if vaccinated) for the duration of the performance.
FILE PHOTO

A home may be worth staying in if it fits your long-term goals..
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From garage projects 
to doggie door proj-
ects, learn about the 
latest home trends
BY BRANDPOINT

With more Americans 
working remotely, the pan-
demic has sparked an un-
precedented wave of home 
improvement projects, with 
three out of four homeown-
ers reporting completion of a 
major upgrade since the start 
of 2020. People are spending 

more time in their homes 
and are thinking different-
ly about how every available 
space can help them live, 
work and play at home.

Looking for a project? 
Here are some spaces worth 
considering:

The garage
More than just a place to 

park your car, the garage is 
home to your tools, sports 
equipment and toys. And, 
for most, it is also a bustling 

passageway to the home. 
Smarten up your garage 

with the Chamberlain Se-
cure View smart garage door 
opener with camera and en-
sure your family and prized 
possessions are safe and se-
cure. The Secure View works 
with the myQ app so you 
never have to worry if the ga-
rage door was left open. You 
can check the status of your 
garage door, plus open and 
close the garage door from 
your smartphone – no matter 
where you are. 

The built-in camera en-
ables live video streaming 
and two-way communication 
so you can see when the kids 
get home from school or tell 
your neighbor where to find 
the ladder, even when you’re 
not home. It’s a great way to 
make your garage work for 
you.

Outdoor space
Spending time outside 

comes with an abundance of 
mental and physical health 
benefits and has been linked 
to reducing stress and boost-
ing overall immune system 
health. By adding a function-
al, beautiful outdoor living 
space to your yard, you can 
take advantage of nature and 
all its perks whenever you 
want. 

Refreshed landscaping, a 
patio upgrade, a firepit area 
and even an outdoor kitch-
en can help transform a yard 
into a personal oasis and im-
prove the quality of life at 
home. 

And if you’re one of the 70 
million American households 
with a pet, you might want to 
take them into consideration 
when thinking about your 
outdoor space. Pet-friendly 
plants, sturdy grass and dog 
toys can help your pet feel at 
home. Add a water station or 

fun water feature so your pet 
can hydrate and cool off after 
playing.

The doggie door
Don’t overlook oth-

er home upgrades that can 
benefit man’s best friend. As 
COVID-19 restrictions begin 
to lift, many dogs will ex-
perience a dramatic change 
in their routines. For the 
overwhelming number of 
dog parents who feel guilty 
leaving their best buddies at 
home, the myQ Pet Portal is 
a smart home pupgrade. 

It is a solution for home-
owners who want to enhance 
the exterior appearance of 
their home while providing 
the four-legged member of 
the family with the free-
dom to do their business and 
play on demand. Designed 
with security and pet safety 
in mind, this aesthetically 
pleasing smart doggie door 

allows pet parents to safely 
let their pup out to potty and 
play when they’re away and 
have access to their pets via 
smartphone.

The laundry room
Like it or not, you proba-

bly spend a lot of time in your 
laundry area. Updating this 
space can be easy and budget 
friendly. 

Consider installing items 
that will help you work more 
efficiently and make use of 
the existing space such as 
a utility sink, drying racks 
and storage. Homeowners 
with a front-loading washer 
and dryer can make use of 
the space on top by adding 
a butcher block to create a 
folding station. If you have 
a basement, garage or de-
tached laundry area, consid-
er adding white paint to the 
walls and ceiling to brighten 
up the space.

HOMES 

YOUTHLEADERSHIP
VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 2021

A L E X A N D R I A

AUGUST 10-11, 1-4:30 P.M. | AUGUST 12, 1-5 P.M.
The Alexandria Youth Leadership Conference empowers emerging young leaders by 

providing training opportunities and connecting them to resources in their community.

Inspire.Equip.Connect.

REGISTER BY AUGUST 6 
Scan the QR code to register

YOUTHLEADERSHIP
VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 2021

A L E X A N D R I A

AUGUST 10-11, 1-4:30 P.M. | AUGUST 12, 1-5 P.M.
The Alexandria Youth Leadership Conference empowers emerging young leaders by 

providing training opportunities and connecting them to resources in their community.

Inspire.Equip.Connect.

REGISTER BY AUGUST 6 
Scan the QR code to register

How to catch the home  
improvement wave

FILE PHOTO
Drying racks and utility sinks aid in making use of a laundry room's 
existing space.
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This home at 124 Sylvan 
Court is nestled in a quiet 
cul-de-sac, just steps away 
from Fort Williams Park. 
Professional landscaping and 
a quaint walkway lead into 
this nearly 3,000 square foot 
brick home. 

Every floor is filled with 
light – even the walkout 
lower level. Traditional fea-
tures – hardwood floors and 
wainscoting – are blended 
with modern updates on the 
main level.  Vaulted ceilings 
and an open floor plan create 
a spacious, airy feel.  

The dining room con-
nects the kitchen and living 
room and is made cozy with a 
wood-burning fireplace.  The 
kitchen island offers space for 
meal prep, homework time or 

a relaxing evening drink. The 
stainless-steel appliances, 
subway tile backsplash and 
slate gray flooring are all less 
than five years old. A park-
ing pad is just outside the 

kitchen door, where a second 
walkway wraps around to 
the sizable, fully-fenced and 
shaded backyard. 

The upper level leads to 
three bedrooms, including 

the primary with an upgrad-
ed master bath.  A family 
room, office space, workshop 
and tons of storage are on the 
lower level.  A second fire-
place and exit to the back-

yard are on this floor as well.
Visit 124 Sylvan Court at 

one of two open houses on 
Saturday and Sunday from 
noon to 2 p.m.

Quiet living near Fort Williams Park

Does your home’s exterior need some post-winter TLC? 
Call us today for a FREE estimate. We are scheduling summer jobs now! 

703-684-7702 
Run in April and May 2020 

Thinking of painting your home’s exterior before winter arrives? 
It will be here before you know it. Call us now for a FREE estimate! 

703-684-7702 
Run in June, July, August, 2020 

Run in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 2020 

We’re booking interior painting projects for the winter. 
Want to get on our schedule? Call us now for a FREE estimate!  

703-684-7702 
ASK ABOUT 

OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Does your home's exterior need some post-winter TLC?
Want to get on our schedule? Call us today for a FREE estimate. 

703-684-7702 | techpainting.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE

Location: 124 Sylvan Court 
Neighborhood Fort Williams 
Park 
Price: $949,000 
Square feet: Approx. 2,300
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2.5
Year built: 1960 with major 
renovation in 2017
Contact: Elizabeth Lucchesi, 
Realtor®, VA & DC
LizLuke Team of Long & Foster
Old Town Historic District 
703-868-5676
lizluke.com

JULY 31

AROUND THE WORLD CUL-
TURAL FOOD FESTIVAL Take a 
day trip around the world and 
experience the cuisine, cul-
ture and traditions of over 40 
countries participating in this 
event. There will be a full day 
schedule of traditional dances 
on the stage starting at 11:30 
a.m., arts and crafts and a va-
riety of small businesses and 
non-profit organizations at the 
festival. Come join in for a fun 
and educational experience of 
culture, art, food and dancing. 
Admission is free, and the 
event is pet friendly.  
Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Location: Oronoco Bay Park, 
100 Madison St. 
Information: https://www.
woodlawnpopeleighey.org/
events 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/483628132269175/? 
active_tab=discussion 
 
 
 

HARRY POTTER BIRTHDAY 
EVENT In honor of Harry Pot-
ter's birthday, Alexandria's 
Apothecary Museum is offer-
ing a special tour for families 
that will explore the old apoth-
ecary and the historic muggle 
medicines that inspired the 
herbology and potions of Har-
ry's world. For the safety of our 
visitors and staff, tours are 
capped at 6 people per half 
hour because of the muse-
um's small spaces. Masks are 
required for unvaccinated visi-
tors and children under 12. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 15-107 
S. Fairfax St. 
Information: https://www.al-
exandriava.gov/Apothecary

AUGUST 7

FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE 
FESTIVAL The Friendship 
Firehouse Festival is back 
after last year’s hiatus. Cel-
ebrate Friendship’s 247th 

year and the history behind 
the city’s first fire company. 
Learn about fire safety today 
and yesterday and see the 
city’s firefighting equipment 
up close. There will be music, 
displays by community orga-
nizations, craft vendors and 
food and beverages available. 
Children will receive free 
Friendship fire hats. Entry into 
the historic Friendship Fire-
house Museum will be stag-
gered for COVID-19 safety.  
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: 100 block of South 
Alfred Street 
Information: https://www.
alexandriava.gov/Friendship-
Firehouse

AUGUST 14

ALEXANDRIA SUMMER SIDE-
WALK SALE Alexandria’s sum-
mertime deal-snagging tradi-
tion features deep discounts 
from dozens of independent 
boutiques throughout Old Town 
and Del Ray, plus free parking 

at four City of Alexandria park-
ing garages in Old Town. Stroll 
the D.C. region’s Shop Small 
destination for deals on fash-
ion, jewelry, home décor, gifts 
and more outside of partici-
pating boutiques. This event 
runs from Aug. 14 to 15. 
Time: Varies 
Location: Varies 
Informaton: https://www.vis-
italexandriava.com/things-to-
do/shopping/sidewalksale/

OUTDOOR MUSICAL DINNER: 
TWO TO TANGO Honor the cen-
tennial year of Astor Piazzolla 
with a multi-course dinner of 
Argentinian steak and Malbec 
wine – and the singular sound 
of the bandoneon in a pro-
gram featuring the entrancing 
music of the composer who 
brought tango to international 
attention, along with other cel-
ebrated tango composers and 
original music by Emmanuel 
Trifilio.  
Time: Performances at 4 and 
7 p.m. 
Location: 711 Princess St. 
Information: https://www.

classicalmovements.com/
secretgardenconcerts/

AUGUST 20

ALEXANDRIA RESTAURANT 
WEEK Enjoy Alexandria 
Restaurant Week and show 
your support for the city’s 
large community of locally 
owned restaurants. For 10 
days and two weekends, 
dozens of restaurants will 
offer a $49 in-person and/
or to-go dinner for two. Select 
restaurants will offer a $25 
in-person and/or to-go dinner 
for one in addition to the $49 
deal for two. This expanded 
offering was created during 
Alexandria Restaurant Week 
To-Go in January 2021 in 
response to increased inter-
est from single diners during 
COVID-19. This event takes 
place from Aug. 20 to 29. 
Time: Varies 
Location: Varies 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/restau-
rants/restaurant-week/

CALENDAR

COURTESY PHOTO
Left: 124 Sylvan Court is only a quarter mile from Fort Williams Park. 
Right: The central kitchen island is a great place for a relaxing evening drink.
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Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Our View
It’s easy to conflate a location with its government, implying that the 

government actually is the place. 
For example, the City of Alexandria is a legally defined geographic 

entity and we do have a local government that approves ordinances pro-
viding for public safety and regulating commerce and conduct under the 
larger umbrella of state and federal law.

But our local government is not Alexandria. Instead, we the people of 
Alexandria are the city. Our local ordinances emanate from our elected 
City Council, the members of which are, in turn, answerable to the peo-
ple of this city. Not the other way around.

It is important to remember, particularly in an election year, who 
is ultimately in charge. Each of us helps to form the whole. E pluribus 
unum.

Two refreshing stories on the front page of this week’s Alexandria 
Times are prime examples of individuals and non-governmental entities 
making a huge difference in our city. “A West End oasis” tells the story 
of the Winkler Botanical Preserve, which was the brainchild of environ-
mentalist and developer Mark Winkler and his family. They formed a 
foundation which made the still-privately owned Winkler Preserve pos-
sible.

A generation of children throughout Alexandria grew up attending 
summer camp at Winkler. Indeed, competition was so fierce for slots in 
the sought-after program that, in the pre-internet era, parents would 
impatiently await the camp brochure in the mail, then send back a de-
posit registering that same day. To wait was to lose out.

School children from Alexandria’s public and private schools also 
visited Winkler for one-day programs that enabled our urban/suburban 
youth to spend a day in the forest – and sometimes included an oppor-
tunity to taste an insect.

It was sad to learn that these programs have been discontinued with 
the retirement of longtime Executive Director Jodie Smolik. Here’s hop-
ing that they’re reinstated soon. 

Meanwhile, “Life finds a way” describes how residents innovated to 
provide a COVID-19-safe entertainment venue for their fellow residents 
during last year’s pandemic lockdowns.

Residents Kelly Grant and Allen Brooks, like many people, lament-
ed the socialization opportunities that vanished during the pandemic. 
They decided to do something about it by opening a drive-in movie the-
atre within the city.

As a result of the Alexandria Drive-In, families were able to get out 
of the house and view a movie together; children had a venue where so-
cially distanced birthday parties could be held; neighbors could gather 
– outside and masked – then watch the flick in their own vehicles.

It was a creative solution that met a community need, and it took 
considerable hard work and coordination to bring about. Although the 
duo worked with the city, as permits were required, the endeavor was 
a ground-up, citizen-led initiative rather than a taxpayer-funded, top-
down program.

The drive-in is now shutting down, having served its pandemic-era 
purpose. That, somehow, seems only natural, and is another key differ-
ence between private and government-led initiatives. While a private 
initiative will wither when demand ebbs, government programs tend to 
be immortal. 

So, an Alexandria “huzzah” for the Winkler family, who had the gen-
erosity and foresight to create an urban oasis like the Winkler Botanical 
Preserve, as well as Grant and Brooks, whose determination and com-
munity spirit led them to open the Alexandria Drive-In. 

It’s nice to be reminded of the positive impact that individual Alexan-
drians can have on life in our city.

We the people

PHOTO/J.D. MADDOX
Water erupts from sewer covers at Gibbon and Royal 
streets at about 8:15 p.m. on Monday during a storm 
with heavy rainfall

To the editor:
 My opponent in the race for 
Virginia House of Delegates’ 45th 
District, Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, 
is known for her anti-police position. 
After her aide was arrested last year 
for assaulting a police officer, it was on 
full display: She publicly praised her 
aide instead of condemning violence 
against police.
   Earlier this month, she confirmed 
her anti-police approach when she 
voted on City Council to defund School 
Resource Officers, otherwise known 
as police, in Alexandria City Public 
Schools. Her vote defies common sense. 
A recent Freedom of Information Act 
request showed that in 930 school days 
there were 105 assaults, 127 incidents 
of grand larceny and a reported rape at 
one school.
 As a former Central Intelligence 
Agency counter-terrorism branch 
chief, I have no illusions about 
violence. My opponent’s fantasy – that 

providing a permissive environment 
for crime will somehow prevent it – is a 
recipe for disaster.
 Recent data shows that Alexandria 
has experienced a 19% increase in 
crime. And we’re now seeing the 
spread of potential MS-13 gang 
tags. A senior police officer recently 
complained to me that his hands are 
tied by restrictions created by people 
like my challenger.
 Removing SROs is an ideological 
initiative with growing implications 
for Virginia, as populist politicians 
buy into the fantasy as a way to gain 
votes. My opponent’s fellow council 
members described their decision as a 
victory for equity, but the only equity 
resulting from defunding police will 
be the broader distribution of crime. 
Minorities will bear the brunt of it.
 If elected to the House of Delegates, 
my opponent will take her anti-

Our politicians are inviting crime
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To the editor:
 I’ve watched many major 
new housing projects in the 
Old Town area, including the 
old bus terminal, Venue, Muse 
and Robinson Terminal and I 
walk most days through Old 
Town, the cozy neighborhoods 
and the wonderful waterfront. 
I’ve listened to voices on both 
sides of the development vs. 
historical conversation. And I 
see all the empty office buildings 
throughout town.
 What I see is the possibility 
of an Alexandria that is an even 
better place to live, with high 
quality of life and something for 
everyone. All mixed together in a 
walking town.
 What I don’t see is leadership 
from the city administration to 
develop a quality growth plan 
for Alexandria. Development 
is good when it adds value and 
compelling attraction. When it 
adds shoddy construction and 
exacerbates flooding, traffic, 
access and parking shortfalls – 
well, that’s not quality growth.
 Our experience has been 
that the city goes out of its way 
to favor and pass development, 
no matter how poorly planned 
and executed, and refuses to 
step up and resolve problems its 
developer-friendly stance creates 
for residents.
 How many of you wonder if 
the city administration has any 
idea what the population of Old 
Town will be every weekday at 5 
p.m. when all the new residential 
developments and the offices are 
populated again? We could have a 

congestion nightmare.
 I don’t see any evidence 
that the administration has 
investigated the future scenarios 
or developed a plan. For example, 
the city touts the Amazon 
headquarters win, but has had no 
strategy to make all of the empty 
Old Town office buildings part of 
the Amazon footprint.
 I believe the city 
administration is project-, data- 
and developer-driven. More 
development means more tax 
revenue, and that’s a good thing. 
But, too much of one good thing 
can devalue the experience of 
living in Old Town.  
 What I have not seen from 
Mayor Justin Wilson and his 
administration is the necessary 
understanding of the effects 
of development and growth. 
We need a set of quality 
growth guiding principles that 
incorporates great ideas into 
Old Town that will improve 
the quality of our lives, in part 
through a thoughtful mix of 
residences, offices and services.
 Maybe a group of residents, 
representing all points of 
view, possessing the necessary 
planning, quality of life, 
development, environmental 
impact and business expertise, 
ought to develop a quality growth 
plan and provide it to the city. 
If we can’t depend on the city 
to do it, maybe we need to take 
responsibility for Old Town’s 
future and give the city the 
guidance it needs.

-John Skibinski,
Alexandria

Old Town needs a quality 
growth plan

Poor Robert's Ruminations
with Rob Whittle

‘Hi. Where are you from?’
Everyone knows that Alexandria 

is full of transplants from other cities 
and towns. I’ve always considered this 
a compliment to our fair city. In some 
places, they call these folks “come-her-
es.” I am a come-here from a place 
called Petersburg, Virginia, just south 
of Richmond.

Petersburg seems to have 
more than its fair share of 
characters for a city of about 
30,000. Some say that it’s 
caused by the Kepone, a 
chemical that was spewed 
into the local rivers, that 
caused this imbalance that 
created so many oddballs. In 
any event, it was a wonder-
ful place to grow up.

Young Petersburgers 
used to congregate on summer eve-
nings at the public basketball/tennis 
courts to flirt and drink beer under the 
stars. This, in fact, was the only enter-
tainment in town, apart from the Blue 
Star drive-in theatre.

I once beheld the great and favored 
son of Petersburg, Moses Malone, bas-
ketballing under the watchful eyes of 
such luminaries as coaching greats 
Lefty Driesell and Dean Smith. He fin-
ished the game without so much as a 
glance toward the coaches, got in his 
car and went home.

One chap who would occasional-
ly grace us with his presence was an 
18-year-old by the name of Mosconi. 
His patented move was to reach into 
his trunk and find some metal object 
such as a tire iron so he could menace 
the rest of us. Once he chased Jimmy 
Shannon with his tire iron, hurled it 
at him and missed. Shannon, a start-
ing guard on the Uinversity of Virgin-
ia football team, wheeled around and 
proceeded to beat the crap out of his 
would-be tormentor.

My own brush with Mosconi was af-
ter the annual Petersburg High Thanks-
giving Day football game. Mosconi 
and his boys rode by my friends and I 
walking down Sycamore Street. I was 
headed for granny’s house for Thanks-
giving dinner. Mosconi must have seen 
something in us he didn’t like, for he 
pulled his car over and his gang started 

following us down the sidewalk.
Mosconi, of course, had a steel 

flashlight in his hand, the better to 
brain one of us. As we crossed the 
street to granny’s, he made his move, 
whacking my friend Tiger on the nog-
gin. There ensued a stand-off in gran-
ny’s front yard as great uncles, cousins 

and granny herself peered 
worriedly from the win-
dows. Eventually, the gang 
departed, snarling insults 
that I fervently hoped my 
Bible-thumping granny 
didn’t hear.

But it wasn’t all “mean 
streets.” The best example 
of a Petersburg character 
was a story my friend Val 
told me about his friend 

George. The two of them were attend-
ing the annual Christmas party at the 
estimable Petersburg Home for Ladies 
where their mothers were ensconced. 

George sidled up to Val and said, 
“See that gal over there across the 
room?” (The gal in question was in 
her sixties). “Yes,” Val replied. “What 
about her?” George said, “When we 
were young, I was hiding up in a tree on 
Sycamore Street, and she came walk-
ing down the sidewalk. As soon as she 
got beneath me, I jumped down and I 
put the Petersburg Slow Boy on her.

Val peered at his friend, bemused. 
“What’s the Petersburg Slow Boy?” 
George looked back at his friend and 
answered, “You know. The Slow Boy.” 
Then George walked away to refill his 
punch cup.

For some reason and for many rea-
sons, I always thought that was a cool 
story, so I repeated it to my friends. 
Years later, I saw George at a funeral. I 
barely knew him, but he came up to me 
and said, “I hear you been telling the 
Slow Boy story.”

“Yes,” I replied. “What IS the Pe-
tersburg Slow Boy?” George eyed me 
with an enigmatic smile and strode 
off.

The writer is CEO of Williams Whittle 
Advertising and is the author of two 

historical novels, “Pointer’s War” 
and “Pointer and the Russian.”

ROB  
WHITTLE

police initiatives with her. The 
outgoing delegate, Mark Levine, 
recently acknowledged there’s 
no difference between my 
opponent and himself, and this 
should frighten Democrats and 
Republicans alike. Legislation 
like his failed “Good Apple” bill 
would only sow discord in the 
police ranks. 

 More toxic legislation is 
exactly what we don’t need. 
Instead, we must prosecute 
crime according to the law, and 
we must ensure that our police 
officers have better training, 
better pay and the resources 
and political support to do their 
jobs in service to the whole 
community.

-J.D. Maddox,
Alexandria

MADDOX FROM | 26
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Weekly Poll
This Week  
Have you or a family member ever been to the 
Winkler Botanical Preserve?

Last Week  
With the recent uptick in COVID-19 cases, do you 
plan on changing your behavior?

A) Yes, my children attended camp or went there on school 
field trips.
B) Yes I have been there.
C) My children and I have both been there.
D) No.
E) What's the Winkler Botanical Preserve?

32% I never stopped masking up. 
29% Yes, I plan on wearing my mask more frequently. 
27% No, this most recent uptick doesn't worry me. 
7% Yes, I plan on going out and eating out less frequently. 
5% I haven't decided yet.
0% Yes, I am not vaccinated and now plan on getting 
vaccinated.

OUT OF THEOUT OF THE ATTIC ATTIC

Historic Alexandria was 
saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of Gladys Davis, who was 
103, this month. Born in Alex-
andria to Winnie and Ezekiel 
Howard, Davis lived almost 
the entirety of her life in the 
city, with the exception of her 
time at Tuskegee Institute. 
She made a lasting impact on 
multiple generations of Alex-
andrians as an employee of 
the Alexandria Public Library. 
In fact, she worked for the Al-
exandria Library for 61 years, 
making her one of the two lon-
gest-serving city employees. 

Davis was born and grew 
up at 1112 Queen St., in a fam-
ily of eight girls and two boys. 
Education and church atten-
dance were important to her 
parents, and in a 2013 oral his-
tory interview (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=UF-
sAympqCCY), Davis said with 
pride that all of her parents’ 
children were able to contin-
ue their educations after high 
school. She attended Park-
er-Gray High School at its 
original location.

After Davis graduated from 
Tuskegee, she attended both 
the National Institute of Prac-
tical Nurses in Washington, 
and then Temple Business 
School. It was while at Temple 
Business School that she was 
recruited to clerk at the Robert 

Robinson Library by librarian 
Sarah Murphy Carr in 1947. She 
continued to work at the Rob-
inson Library until the library 
system desegregated in 1960.

In her oral history inter-
view, Davis noted that while 
schools for African American 
Alexandria children often only 
received the old books from 
the schools for white children 
in Alexandria’s segregated 
school system, the Robinson 
Library received new books. 
Her responsibilities at that 
library included working the 
desk, typing out the library 
cards and shelving the books.

If a patron requested a 

book that was available at the 
Barrett Branch, but not at the 
Robinson Library, Davis had 
to pick up the book from the 
Barrett Branch on her way 
to work. The last six months 
that the Robinson Library was 
open, Davis was its only staff 
member, as Carr returned 
home to North Carolina.

After the Robinson Library 
closed, Davis moved to the 
Library Bookmobile and then 
the Barrett Library. Initially, 
she was stationed in the back, 
with typing assignments. 
Eventually, she was moved out 
to the front, where she worked 
in the children’s room. When 

the new Charles Beatley, Jr. 
Library opened in 2000, Davis 
transferred to the Children’s 
Department there. She retired 
in 2008.

A voracious reader herself, 
Davis insisted in multiple in-
terviews that her favorite book 
was Louisa May Alcott’s “Lit-
tle Women.” When asked why, 
she said it reminded her of her 
large family and her seven sis-
ters. 

Davis’ memorial service is 
today at 11 a.m. at Harvest As-
sembly Baptist Church.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria.

Gladys Davis: A life of service 
to Alexandria

Take the poll at alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Gladys Davis.
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Weekly Words

PICKUP BALL by Steve Mossberg, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
CAROLYN BAYLISS (83), formerly of Alexandria, July 22, 
2021

TRACI COOK (49), of Alexandria, July 8, 2021

RICHARD FLETCHER (63), of Alexandria, July 19, 2021

JEANETTE HUSSEY (98), of Alexandria, July 3, 2021

EUGENE OLMI (53), of Alexandria, July 19, 2021 

ACROSS
1 Boring method of learning
5 Much-shared image, e.g.
9 Like a cottage's feel
13 Speedy Chevy
18 Word before or after "wide"
19 Persian Gulf state
20 Plant in some Korean soft 

drinks
21 Uninterested in ethics
23 Ever so slightly
24 Movies with an exclusive 

audience
26 Adjective for Eeyore
27 Brunch on a cart
29 Challenging
30 Hold tightly
32 Whiskey options
33 Raccoon relative
34 Francisco who painted Maja
36 "Haven't the slightest"
38 Brownstone hangout
40 Greenhouse's exterior
42 Inorganic food initials
45 Time for a day dream?
47 Sabich sandwich's bread
49 Acronym for choir voices
50 Go to sea
52 Knock out of the tournament
55	 Prefix	with	"liberal"
56 Needing to catch up

57 Run in the raw
58 Band's bonuses
61 Fruit with a mandarin variety
62 Labors
63 Move gracefully
64 Harshly criticize
66 Bygone jet (Abbr.)
67 Actors who usually bow last
68 Pants fold
70 Common email attachment
73 Mature person, in at least 

one way
75 Take for oneself
76 Easy to understand
78 City with a Molly Malone 

statue
81 Rode out
84 ___ d'
85 Like cassettes
86 Above, in poetry
87 Problematic people
89 Twitter rants, say
91 "In the Heights" segments
93 "You know you want to!"
94 Coating for some cheeses
95 Takeoff stat
96 Person studying bulls and 

bears, informally
99 Big mess
101	 "Definitely	not!"
103 "The Chi" creator Waithe
104 "1, 2 Step" singer

106 Places to unwind
108 Skeptical words
110 Grande or venti, at Starbucks
112 Straightened out
114 Italian fashion giant
116 Protector for a car's interior
119 Lovefest from a critic
120 Less likely to speak up
121 French magazine or pronoun
122 Tractor-trailers
123	Suffix	with	"senior"
124 H.S. hurdles
125 Use a swizzle stick
126	Fruit	that	flavors	gin
127 Highland Scot, for one

DOWN
1 It may have a bike lane
2 Related to sight
3 Latin lover's mood?
4 Goes on until
5 Show about a Florida pig farm?
6 Write "special affects," e.g.
7 The "M" of STEM
8 Coop up
9 Vessel in Licorice Lagoon?
10 Spanish for "Bravo!"
11 Astonished text
12 Has a longing
13 Dracula's watercraft?
14 Offshoot of punk
15 Legendary Yankees manager 

Joe
16 "Haven't you discussed the 

Iliad enough?"
17 Lack of trouble
22 "___ Miz"
25 Makes smooth
28 Perfect spots
31 Notes in a poker pot
35 Modify
37 Discourages
39 K-12 grp.
41 Ariana Ghez's wind instrument
43 Celebrity chef Tsai
44 Ye ___ Shoppe
45 Robins' homes
46 Singers making up 1/4 of 

49-Across
48 Had dinner at nine, say
51 19-Across' ruler, once
53 Name of two Spice Girls
54 Oklahoma city
59 '90s DJ's items
60 Parent in a certain blended 

family
63 What holds locks in place?
65 Chinese zodiac rodent
67 Pieces of furniture used for leg 

exercises?
68 "___ favor"
69 "Feel What U Feel" singer Lisa
70 Furry honoree, perhaps?
71 Shows audacity

72 Straight from the garden
73 Risotto ___ Milanese
74 Some emit light
75 Medieval entertainer known for 

one-liners?
76 Team leader
77 Half a kisser
78 Go out with
79 Inch or volt
80 Monopoly: Macbeth Edition 

and others?
82 Linguist Chomsky
83 Flame sticker on a car, maybe
84 Go-to swear word?
88 Uno + uno
90 Some children
92 Related to sound
97 Bumps in the night
98 Beard removers
100 Cloth
102 Tennis champion Naomi
105 Falling tool in old cartoons
106 "Cupid" singer Cooke
107 Much kitchen work, for short
109 Surface in billiards
111 Bad on purpose
113 Trial run
115 It's between the goal posts
117 Indian music legend ___ Akbar 

Khan
118 Big head
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Classifieds
PUBLIC NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRA-
TIVE REVIEW

The following requests have 
been received for administrative 
review and approval.

For information on the follow-
ing applications or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
703.746.4666.

Special Use Permit #2021-00062
2425 Eisenhower Avenue
Administrative Special Use Per-
mit request for a Change of Own-
ership of an outdoor food and 
crafts markets and amusement 
enterprises on an undeveloped 
lot; zone: CDD #2/Coordinated 
Development District #2
Proposed Business Name: The 
Eisenhower Partnership
Applicant: Daniel Beason, 
representing the Eisenhower 
Partnership
PLANNER: Rachel Drescher – 
Rachel.Drescher @alexandriava.
gov

Special Use Permit #2021-00065
111 North Pitt Street
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a Change of 
Ownership of a restaurant; zone: 
KR/King Street Urban Retail.
Proposed Business Name: Kismet 
Restaurant
Applicant: Kismet Healthy 
Foods, LLC
PLANNER: Kaliah Lewis– Kali-
ah.Lewis @alexandriava.gov

Special Use Permit #2021-00067
2418 Grist Mill Place
Administrative Special Use Per-
mit request for a Minor Amend-
ment of a Day Care; zone: CDD 
#2/Coordinated Development 
District #2.
Current Business Name: Excel 
Preparatory Preschool Academy
Applicant: USGBF NSF, LLC
PLANNER: Rachel Drescher – 
Rachel.Drescher @alexandriava.
gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning & Zoning. If 
you have any comments regard-
ing the proposal above, please 
contact Planning & Zoning staff 
at 703.746.4666 or email the plan-
ner listed no later than August 
12, 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRA-
TIVE REVIEW

The following requests have 
been received for administrative 
review and approval.

For information on the follow-
ing applications or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
703.746.4666.

Special Use Permit #2021-00066
4646 Seminary Road
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a New Use of 
trailers to be used as elementary 
school classrooms; zone: R-8/
Single-Family.
School Name: Francis C. Ham-
mond Elementary School
Applicant: Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools
PLANNER: Abigail Harwell– 
Abigail.Harwell@alexandriava.
gov

Special Use Permit #2021-00068
3600 Commonwealth Ave
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a New Use of 
trailers to be used as elementary 
school classrooms; zone: RB/
Townhouse.
School Name: Cora Kelly Ele-
mentary School 
Applicant: Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools
PLANNER: Abigail Harwell– 
Abigail.Harwell@alexandriava.
gov

Special Use Permit #2021-00069
1005 Mount Vernon Ave
Administrative Special Use 

Permit request for a New Use of 
trailers to be used as elementary 
school classrooms; zone: RB/
Townhouse.
School Name: George Washing-
ton Middle School
Applicant: Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools
PLANNER: Abigail Harwell– 
Abigail.Harwell@alexandriava.
gov

Special Use Permit #2021-00075
2050 Ballenger Avenue
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a New Use of a 
restaurant; zone: CDD #1/Coor-
dinated Development District #1.
Proposed Business Name: Sprig’s 
Cafe
Applicant: Sprig’s LLC
PLANNER: Rachel Drescher – 
Rachel.Drescher@alexandriava.
gov

In accordance with section 
11-500 of the zoning ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning & Zoning. If 
you have any comments regard-
ing the proposal above, please 
contact Planning & Zoning staff 
at 703.746.4666 or email the plan-
ner listed no later than August 
19, 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Alexandria City School 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on the Elementary and Second-
ary School Emergency Relief 
(ESSER) III Plan on August 
3, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. to receive 
feedback from the public on how 
ACPS should apply those funds.

Comments will be heard in-per-
son in the School Board Meeting 
Room at 1340 Braddock Place in 
Alexandria, virtually through 
Zoom, or submitted as written 
comments. Only topics related to 
the ESSER III Plan will be heard 
during the public hearing. 

Sign up to speak or submit 
written comments by noon on 
August 2.

Sign up to speak at the public 
hearing or submit written com-

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may 
apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires October 1st 2021. If you call the number provided, you 
consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and 
service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review 

our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$500OFF

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off
Install for Military, Health 

Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 10.1.21

Made in 
the USA

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer 
for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available
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Classifieds

For more information on dates and registration:
https://www.virginiaredistricting.org

Follow Us  @CommissionVa

COMMONWEALTH 
OF VIRGINIA  

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Hearings to solicit public comments on the  
drawing of state and congressional legislative districts 

in Virginia.

A total of eight public hearings will be held in  
July and August. Hearings are scheduled regionally 

both in person and virtually. Hearings will be  
livestreamed and archived online

VIRGINIA 
REDISTRICTING

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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E NATION’S
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U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

ments at: https://acpsweb.wufoo.
com/forms/w1y82d0109g4g30/

Submit written comments by 
U.S. Mail at:
Clerk of the Board, 
Alexandria City School Board 
1340 Braddock Place
Alexandria, VA 22314

For more information, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board 
at 703-619-8316 or by email at 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us

DASH OPENINGS
DASH is hiring Mechanics, Driv-
ers, and Service Workers! Apply 
at dashbus.com/careers

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-
ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorney-
va.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funer-
al and other f inal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roofing, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who strug-
gles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF   2 FREE 
Months! 1-855-677-4975

FARM EQUIPMENT
OWN LAND IN VIRGINIA? 
Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ to lease your land. Call now 
for free info packet 1-866-309-
1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.
com

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HELP WANTED
Insurance Premium Audi-
tor: Local Independent Field 
Trainee, Part-Time in VA, 
excellent Fees. Auditing, Ac-
counting or Insurance Back-
ground and Computer Skills 
Required. Info/apply www.
rtsltd.net 980-222-7400.

HIRING? We can help you f il l 
your open positions! Promote 
job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print 
and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching job seekers. 
Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Ser-
vices 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net

To place a classified ad, call 
Margaret Stevens at 703-739-0001

This month's Speak Easy guest is Sarah 
Taylor, the city's legislative director.
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YO U R  O L D  TOW N  E X P E R T

Washingtonian's Best Real Estate Agent 2018-2021 
2021 RealTrends America's Best Real Estate Professionals
703.851.2556 | kristenjones.com | kristen@kristenjones.com | Licensed in VA
109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity | *Represented the Buyer

Fords Landing The Oronoco* Cameron Mews Robinson Landing* Rivergate South Lee Street*

From new construction, to condos, to waterfront 
homes, Kristen Jones is your Old Town Alexandria 
Real Estate Specialist. Her knowledge of the Old 
Town market is unparalleled and her connections 
and expertise allow her to provide the best 

possible service to her clients. 


