
Alexandrian’s 
statehouse race
Hala Ayala runs as Democratic 
nominee for lieutenant governor
BY BRENNA O’DONNELL  

When Hala Ayala was a young girl grow-
ing up in the Fairfax County portion of Al-
exandria, her world revolved around the 
apartment complex she lived in with her 
close-knit family, her time at Groveton El-
ementary School, which her father helped 
rebuild, and concerns of making ends meet 
after losing her father to gun violence when 
she was just two years old. 

Today, Ayala is focused on the speeches 
and meet-and-greets that come with be-
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Singer-songwriter 
Suzanne Vega discusses 
the pandemic, 
songwriting and her 
upcoming tour 
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Few musicians are as strongly 
associated with New York City as 
Suzanne Vega, who grew up in the 
city and played NYC folk clubs in 
the 1980s before gaining critical 
acclaim with her self-titled debut 
album in 1985. 

Vega’s family moved to New 

York when she was a toddler, and 
she stayed for college at Barnard, 
where she majored in English liter-
ature. Even during the harrowing, 
dark days of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Vega remained in New York.

From her home in the city, 
Vega is preparing to tour for the 
first time since the pandemic’s 
onset. Her third performance will 
be at The Birchmere in Alexan-
dria – a venue she has played 12 
times – on Sept. 14.
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New 
York 
kind of girl

PHOTO/ALAN MOORE
Hala Ayala, Democratic nominee for lieutenant 
governor.
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PHOTO/GEORGE HOLZ
Vega’s career spans four decades, but the one constant in her music is her sophisticated, literate lyrics. Suzanne Vega’s 
latest album, “An Evening of New York Songs and Stories,” was recorded live at New York City’s Cafe Carlyle.
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The local market is still heating 
up, if you’re considering buying or 
selling in the near future - let’s chat!

Get in touch to put a strategy in 
place for the upcoming Fall Market.

Bonnie Rivkin &
Courtney Rivkin

therivkingroup@compass.com
rivkinresidential.com
b: 703.598.7788
c: 703.869.7788

UNDER CONTRACT!
3003 Franklin Street, Alexandria, VA 22306
Now Listed at $1,175,000

Alexandria Real Estate Recap

JUST SOLD!
421 N. Payne Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
Listed at $849,500 | Sold for $860,000

JUST SOLD!
8913 Captains Row, Alexandria, VA 22308
Listed at $949,900 | Sold for $975,000

RECORD SALE FOR 1 BR AT CANAL PLACE!
1209 N. Pitt Street #1B, Alexandria, VA 22314
Listed for $365,000 | Sold for $397,750



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  SEPTEMBER 2, 2021 | 3 

Keeping 
Alexandrians cool 

for over 
40 years. 

www.rbincorporated.com

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

WEEKLY BRIEFING
Firefighters union calls for additional funding

IAFF Local 2141, the union 
that represents more than 250 
of the city’s firefighters, medics 
and EMTs, wrote an open letter 
to city leaders on Monday call-
ing for the city to fully fund the 
department as certain emer-
gency services have been cut 
back or eliminated completely, 
according to a news release. 

“ … The City’s prolonged 
mismanagement and under-
funding of our Fire Depart-
ment has not only demonstrat-
ed that the City Manager and/
or City Council do not prop-
erly support our emergency 
personnel, but that they are 
actively deciding to provide 
diminished emergency ser-
vices at the risk of potential 
harm to the citizens, business-
es and visitors of Alexandria,” 
read the letter, which was ad-
dressed to City Manager Mark 
Jinks, Mayor Justin Wilson and 

City Council.
IAFF Local 2141 outlined 

in the letter three main is-
sues: not having advanced 
life support personnel on all 
emergency response vehi-
cles, the disbanding of the 
Heavy Rescue Squad and the 
potential upcoming shut-
down of an entire fire sta-
tion. 

Specifically, some ambu-
lances are now in service with-
out having any Advanced Life 
Support personnel on board. 
The Heavy Rescue Squad, 
trained to handle extreme 
situations such as swift water 
rescue and vehicle extrication, 
has been disbanded in order to 
help alleviate staffing crises in 
other areas of the department. 
Finally, IAFF predicts there is 
a possibility that an entire fire 
station could shut down if the 
staffing shortage continues, 

according to the letter. 
“It’s a shame that, for 

a city that we’re willing to 
put our lives on the line for, 
they’re not even willing to 
provide us with the necessary 
tools to do that,” Josh Turner, 
president of IAFF Local 2141, 
said in a statement. “It puts 
our medics, firefighters and 
civilians all at a much higher 
risk. A risk that is completely 
unnecessary.”

To combat the issue, IAFF 
Local 2141 urged city officials 
to allocate funding toward hir-
ing an additional 70 personnel 
and improving the salaries, 
benefits and working condi-
tions for current employees. 

The union has also launched 
a public sign-on letter where 
members of the communi-
ty can show their support for 
funding the fire department. 
        -oanderson@alextimes.com

City honors suffragists’ fight
The city and local women’s organization 

Alexandria Celebrates Women came together 
on Aug. 26 to dedicate a historic marker to the 
suffragists who endured brutal imprisonment 
during the 1917 “Night of Terror.”

The marker honors the 32 suffragists who 
were arrested in front of the White House 
during a silent protest for the right to vote. 
They were imprisoned at the Occoquan Work-
house in Lorton, Virginia and subjected to 
brutality and torture. 

A hearing was later held in Alexandria, 
and the 32 women were eventually paroled 
pending appeal. Most of the women decided 
to serve out the rest of their sentences in the 
Washington District Jail.

The marker, which is now part of the Alex-
andria Heritage Trail, is located at the inter-
section of Prince and South St. Asaph streets, 
which formerly housed the courtroom in which 

the suffragists were granted their release. 
                                     -cmelloklein@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
The new historic marker commemorating the 32 
suffragists who endured terrible conditions during 
the 1917 “Night of Terror.”

Fatal crash on Seminary Road
A fatal crash in the West End left a man 

dead on Wednesday morning after he was hit 
by a car while crossing the street, according 
to a news release from the Alexandria Police 
Department. 

The crash occurred around 6:20 a.m. be-

tween North Beauregard Street and Fairbanks 
Avenue and resulted in a road closure on Sem-
inary Road. The driver of the vehicle stayed 
at the scene and, as of the Times’ print dead-
line, has not been charged, according to APD. 
                                     -cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311

The tour is in support of a live al-
bum that was recorded in 2019 in the 
posh Carlyle Club and is aptly titled, 
“An Evening of New York Songs and 
Stories.” The album’s 16 recordings 
include “Luka” and “Tom’s Diner,” 
her songs that have received the most 
radio airplay in the United States, 
along with a mix of older and newer 
songs that are interspersed with con-
versational anecdotes. 

The pandemic
Vega said in a recent phone inter-

view that while other family members 
left New York during the pandemic, 
she chose to stay.

“I did not leave. … It’s what I know. 
I knew how to get groceries. I know 
my neighborhood. I just said, ‘No I’m 
going to stay here,” Vega said.

Vega said the first few months of 
the pandemic were like a horror mov-
ie, as the virus hit the city hard and 
extracted an enormous toll.

“It was very frightening,” Vega 
said. “Because in the beginning there 
was this eerie silence and just ambu-

lances all day long and all night long. 
It was terrifying. … That really had an 
intensity. Even for New York, it had 
an intensity that I don’t recall from 
other eras.”

As a result, she became extremely 
focused on monitoring the fatalities 
from COVID-19.

“Every day, I wrote the numbers 
down in my little notebook as it went 
up and then as it started to go down 
again. We all became very obsessed 
with the numbers and with trying to 
figure out what was going on, how 
bad it was going to get,” Vega said.

Like a lot of people, Vega said she 
got through those dark days by fo-
cusing on routines in the middle of a 
global pandemic that disrupted every 
routine she had.

“We had to figure out how to get 
groceries, which in the beginning was 
an issue. … I have my notes from the 
beginning of the pandemic. It could 
be 10 days. You could put an order 
in for groceries and they’d come in 
the middle of next week,” Vega said. 
“Sometimes you’d get what you’d or-
dered and sometimes you’d get other 
things – or nothing.”

“We were glued to the news. So 
we were watching the news several 
hours a day. And also, just trying to 
maintain a sense of normalcy in the 
house. And that was a full-time job,” 
she added.

It’s been two years since Vega has 
performed a live show, so the upcoming 
tour brings with it a mix of conflicting 
feelings for the seasoned performer.

“I’m excited about it and also a 
little nervous because of the variants 
and all of that,” Vega said. “I’m really 
eager to play for a live audience. So, 
I’m very hopeful.”

Songwriting
Vega is known for her sophisti-

cated, literate lyrics, and cites Lou 
Reed, the former Velvet Underground 
frontman who wrote about the less 
glamorous side of New York, as both 
an influence and a friend. The only 
song on “An Evening of New York 
Songs and Stories” that Vega didn’t 
pen herself is Reed’s “Walk on the 
Wild Side,” which Vega interprets 
with a Caribbean-style rhythm. 

“The first time I saw Lou Reed, I 
was 19 years old. … That show really 

turned things around for me in terms 
of songwriting and songs and rock 
and roll. That show really showed me 
what rock and roll was,” Vega said 
in one of the “conversations” on her 
new album. 

Shades of Reed can be seen in the 
way Vega raises issues and asks ques-
tions while telling stories about peo-
ple. Such as in “Luka,” perhaps her 
best-known song.

Within a four-month period in 
1987, first Vega and then Natalie Mer-
chant of the band 10,000 Maniacs re-
leased songs that examined the trag-
edy that is child abuse: Vega in “Luka” 
and Merchant in “What’s the Matter 
Here.” While both are powerful and 
acclaimed songs, the two songwriters 
approached the topic very differently. 
Merchant hits the listener over the 
head with her outrage:

“Answer me and take your time:
What could be the awful crime 
he could do at so young an age?
If I’m the only witness 
to your madness,

SEE VEGA | 5

VEGA FROM | 1
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WHY RIDE 

So you can try that 
new coffee shop.
We’re increasing bus frequency, 
improving connections and going 
fare-free! 

Discover the New DASH Network at 
dashbus.com/newnetwork.

If your child is entering 7th grade they 
must have the Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 
vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

offer me some words 
to balance out 
what I see and what I hear.”

Vega, conversely, human-
izes the victim in her song by 
writing from Luka’s perspec-
tive. A mirror is held up to 
the listener, which forces the 
listener to realize their own 
complicity.

“My name is Luka.
I live on the second floor.
I live upstairs from you.
Yes, I think you’ve 
seen me before.
If you hear some-
thing late at night,
some kind of trouble, 
some kind of fight:
Just don’t ask me 
what it was. …
They only hit until you cry,
and after that you 
don’t ask why.
You just don’t ar-
gue anymore. …”

Vega said when it comes 
to songwriting, she utilizes 
everything around her for in-
spiration.

“I draw upon anything 
I can find, whether it’s a 
dream or a face I saw on the 
bus or a name I picked up 
somewhere or a title,” Vega 
said. “You know, everything 
kind of goes into the note-
books and then everything 
gets distilled.”

In an interview with 
SongTalk magazine, Vega 
said she started with just the 
title when writing “Luka.”

“It takes months of kind 
of fingering it in my mind, 
while I’m walking around or 
doing something else, it’s 
just like a problem that my 
mind goes back to. It wiggles. 
It’s like you’re trying to get 
the right angle, and once the 
right angle comes, I can write 
the song in two hours. Like, 
‘Luka’ took two hours,” Vega 
told SongTalk.

When writing “The Queen 

and the Soldier,” a haunting 
ballad from her first album 
about a woman who won’t al-
low herself to love, Vega took 
a different approach.

“To this day, ‘The Queen 
and the Soldier’ is still a very 
special song that was almost 
more a vision than an actual 
executed idea. There’s a lot 
of mystery about that song, 
even to me,” Vega told the 
Times.

One compelling line in 
“The Queen and the Soldier” 
is when Vega sings: “I have 
swallowed a secret, burning 
thread. It cuts me inside and 
often I’ve bled.” Vega said the 

line is based on a real-life cat 
tragedy.

“My roommate had a cat 
that, unfortunately, had a 
habit of chewing the bottoms 
of curtains and she did swal-
low a thread and she had to 
be put to sleep,” Vega said. 
“… Sometimes when I wrote a 
song back then, I would start 
the song and then sometimes 
there would be a detail or two 
missing and I would sleep on 
it and then finish it in the 
morning and that was that 
special weird detail for that 
song.”

SEE VEGA | 6
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PHOTO/THE BIRCHMERE
A calendar for the Birchmere, 20 years ago, that shows Vega per-
forming. She has played 12 times at the current Birchmere location 
prior to her Sept. 14 performance.

Wear a mask.
Save a life.
You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new  
coronavirus by wearing a facemask when you go out in public.  
By wearing a mask, you protect not only yourself, but  
the most vulnerable in our community.
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Real people
Really Living

At Silverado our focus is on  
our resident quality of LIFE  
providing personalized  
engagement programs in  
an open and thriving  
atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with Memory Loss

maidservicesinc.com

Cell and Text:  
703 629-9977

 Office:
703-560-6243

Handyman Services
Division of Maid Services, Inc.

• Bathrooms
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Kitchen

• Painting
• Electrical
• Drywall Repair
• Power Washing

Maid Services Inc.
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• One Time

• Apartments
• Condominiums
• Townhouses
• Single Homes

Bruce Elton
Owner

Life on the stage
Vega has performed in virtually 

every type of venue, from the stages 
of large festivals, such as the New-
port Folk Festival, and concert halls 
to more intimate settings like the 
Birchmere and the tiny Carlyle Club, 
where her new album was recorded 
live.

“Because I grew up in New York in 
the club scene here, I’ve learned to tai-
lor not so much the songs – sometimes 
the songs do change from venue to ven-
ue – but especially the chat in between,” 
Vega said. “A small folk club, that’s a 

natural place to tell stories. A huge fes-
tival is not the place to go into a story 
about an old boyfriend. You just sort of 
want to keep that pumped up and kind 
of go quickly from one upbeat song to 
another upbeat song. … So, it’s all about 
what makes a good live show. And I real-
ly love that; I love being on stage.”

Vega said the Carlyle Club, which 
only seats around 70 people, is the 
smallest venue she’s ever played. The 
uptown, sophisticated ambiance of 
the club also called for a more theat-
rical performance that was different 
from any other venue.

“Playing at the Carlyle is not like 
playing at a folk club or even playing 

at a rock venue. It’s really more like 
putting on a little off-Broadway show,” 
Vega said. “They expect you to have 
an opening night. And all the media 
and all the press come down and they 
review your show. And then you just 
do your show for two weeks. It’s like a 
two-week run of a little show.”

Vega said during the first week of 
her run in 2019, she knew that she 
and her band were onto something, 
so they decided to record live a few 
nights during the second week. Those 
recordings became “An Evening of 
New York Songs and Stories.”

Unlike many artists who have 
been performing for 40 years, Vega 

continues to reinterpret her older 
songs while also composing new mu-
sic. As a result, her songs remain as 
fresh and relevant as they were when 
she first released them.

“I like it to be fresh and relevant 
for myself. It’s meaningful to me 
not just to do the old songs in the 
old way but to keep my feelers out 
for things that I think are cool, rele-
vant or timely,” Vega said. “I sort of 
try and feel what I think is cool from 
the current moment. … I check out 
what I like and what I respond to. 
… I keep it contemporary for my-
self, and that’s how that works.” 
                          -ddunbar@alextimes.com
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ing on the campaign trail as 
the Democratic nominee for 
lieutenant governor of Vir-
ginia. With the election com-
ing up on Nov. 2, Ayala and 
her team have been traveling 
across the Commonwealth, 
discussing issues that are 
most important to her, in-
cluding education funding, 
Medicaid expansion, equal 
rights and gun safety. 

Ayala has served as dele-
gate for Virginia’s 51st Dis-

trict in Prince William Coun-
ty since 2018 and acts as chief 
deputy whip of the Virginia 
House of Delegates. Of her 
time in Alexandria, Ayala said 
she remembers how commu-
nity-oriented it is, an outlook 
that has certainly stayed with 
her through a move to Prince 
William County and on the 
campaign trail.

“We’re planting seeds for 
the future of our Common-
wealth,” Ayala said. “It’s go-
ing to take a lot of work. It’s 
not going to be a ‘them’ and 

‘us’ – it’s going to be a ‘we.’ 
It’s going to be all of us.”

As for what kickstarted her 
journey into politics, Ayala 
pointed to President Barack 
Obama’s visit to Prince Wil-
liam County in 2008. 

“My hair was on fire. Be-
cause we didn’t see individ-
uals that look like us, or my 
two Black children, running 
for President of these United 
States, ... so I got bitten by 
the political bug. I was part 
of campaigning from then 
on,” Ayala said.

Following the 2016 elec-
tion, Ayala felt galvanized 
to run for office herself, 
a decision which coincid-
ed with a national trend of 
women campaigning in re-
cord-breaking numbers. 

“I picked up my clipboard 
and sneakers and ran for of-
fice,” Ayala said of her suc-
cessful 2017 campaign for 
the House of Delegates. “I 
felt compelled to protect my 
family, which is Virginia.”

That level of protective-
ness comes, in part, from her 
upbringing in Alexandria. As 
the oldest of three girls, Aya-
la was a natural, and neces-
sary, leader for her younger 
siblings.

“Hala is the oldest of 
three girls and always took a 

leadership role in taking care 
of us,” Sadie Barrera, Ayala’s 
youngest sister, said. “… Hala 
and I were super close, we did 
everything together. [For] as 
long as I can remember, our 
family has always been sup-
portive of our goals and aspi-
rations.”

Prior to running for office, 
Ayala worked as a cyberse-
curity specialist at the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity. Following the recent 
cyberattack on the Colonial 
Pipeline, which runs through 
Virginia, Ayala noted that her 
background would continue 
to help advise her leadership 
decisions.

 “The digital age is the 
next Katrina. It’s the next 
warfare. We have to be vigi-
lant in protecting our data, 
our businesses, our consum-
ers and the citizens of this 
Commonwealth from any at-
tack,” Ayala said.

Additionally, Ayala has 
a track record of leading lo-
cal women’s organizations. 
She formerly led the Prince 
William County chapter of 
the National Organization 
for Women, served on the 
Virginia Council on Women 
and helped organize the first 
Women’s March in 2017. In 
January 2020, Virginia rati-
fied the Equal Rights Amend-
ment, which Ayala co-spon-
sored, becoming the 38th 

AYALA FROM | 1
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Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183 |  hcorey@ttrsir.com

 
Sharon Wildberger

+1 703 597 0374  |  swildberger@ttrsir.com

Alexandria Brokerage
400 S. Washington St.  |  o +1 703 310 6800

Sunny end townhome brings abundant light and space with 
expansive rooms, roof terrace with two-sided fireplace, two-
car garage and multiple living areas. Three bedrooms, three 
full and one half bathrooms.  Plenty of room for everyone in 
popular Old Town location.

Offered at $1,149,000

For Your Best Life
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©2021 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to 
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state to do so. 
“We wanted to put equity 

in the constitution,” Ayala 
said.

According to those that 
have worked with her, Aya-
la’s political career has been 
exciting to watch, if predict-
able. Ayala’s former cam-
paign manager, Shu-Yen Wei, 
recalled meeting her for the 
first time in a Dunkin’ Do-
nuts in Franconia. 

“People had been trying 
to get her to run,” Wei said. 
“Her level of commitment is 
great, and she wants to hear 
what the people have to say.”

“She has a willingness to 
lead and be a team player as 
well,” Delegate Luke Torian, 
who has represented Aya-
la’s neighboring 52nd Dis-
trict since 2010, said. “Great 
effectiveness in a leader is 
shown by the ability to build 
relationships and she has 
that quality.”

However, Ayala’s political 
trajectory was far from in-
evitable. When she was 23, 
Ayala was working at a gas 
station in Prince William 
County, pregnant with her 
first son and wondering how 
she was going to get health 
care while still trying to 
make ends meet. According 

to Ayala, those experiences 
with the hardships, which 
many Virginians face, have 
helped her better understand 
and empathize with the peo-
ple she serves.

“When we expanded Med-
icaid, this was so important, 
not only to my personal story 
but to so many Virginians,” 
Ayala said.

“Hala is an extraordi-
nary and ordinary person 
at the same time,” Barrera 
said. “When you have some-
body that hasn’t had this 
picture-perfect life, who’s 
gone through challenges and 
struggles, it humanizes her. 
We didn’t grow up with silver 
spoons in our hands. She’s a 
staple of how with hard work 
and determination, someone 
can persevere.”

In the issues she discusses 
on the campaign trail, Aya-
la recalls some of the most 
trying times in her life, but 
while off the stage and away 
from the podium, Ayala said 
she has created an atmo-
sphere akin to her childhood 
in Alexandria. On the cam-
paign trail for lieutenant 
governor, Ayala’s team has 
re-created one specific tradi-
tion that has carried through 
from Ayala’s days as a kid in 

Northern Virginia. 
“Her family always does 

‘Pizza Fridays,’” Wei said. 
“We would all gather at Ha-
la’s house to eat with her 
family. It was a nice tradition 
for the campaign staffers.” 

Ayala said “Pizza Fridays” 
on the trail began as a tribute 
to her late mother, as grow-
ing up, “that would be the 
one day we could afford to 
go out and buy pizza and just 
[patronize] a local business. 
… ‘Pizza Friday’ has been 
around for decades.”

No matter the result of 
the race between Ayala and 
Republican Nominee Win-
some Sears, the 2021 elec-
tion will be a historic one: 
Virginia will be getting its 
first female lieutenant gov-
ernor in state history, and 
in either case, she will be a 
woman of color.

“I remember in an Alex-
andria school … I had a friend 
that worked for a principal 
there [who] talked about 
how, ‘We need to be our busi-
ness card. As women of color, 
we are judged first and heard 
second,’ and she didn’t want 
that for me,” Ayala said. 

For Ayala, it was import-
ant to “have someone who 
gives you those rules of the 
road, to be empowering, to 
help get to the finish line.” 
Ayala is hopeful that, no 
matter the outcome, her 
role in Virginia’s politi-
cal sphere will help other 
young women in Alexandria 
see that a career in politics 
is possible. 

“I hope that my candida-
cy plants a seed for women 
and more women of color to 
run for office,” Ayala said. 
         -bcodonnell32@gmail.com 
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PHOTO/BOB BROWN
Ayala in the House of Delegates in Richmond during the second day of the General Assembly session in 
January 2020.

She’s a staple of how 
with hard work and 

determination, someone 
can persevere.”

– Sadie Barrera,
Hala Ayala’s younger sister



Revamp most 
significant since city’s 
bus network was 
created
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Residents who ride Al-
exandria’s DASH buses may 
notice some significant 
changes to the city’s bus 
network come next week. 
Starting on Sept. 5, DASH 
is not only eliminating bus 
fares altogether but it is re-
vamping the majority of its 
routes.

The changes come as part 
of the city’s broader Alexan-
dria Transit Vision Plan and 
after City Council approved 
the elimination of bus fares 
in its FY2022 budget. The 
aim of these changes is to 
expand the services’ acces-
sibility for residents, partic-
ularly low-income residents 
and residents of color, who 
need and use this aspect of 
the city’s transit network. 

For Mayor Justin Wilson, 
who served as chair of the 
DASH board in one of his 
first roles in the city, these 
changes to DASH have been 
a long time coming. 

“The route network that 
is running on the streets of 
Alexandria right now for 
DASH looks very similar to 
what started in 1984,” Wil-
son said. “… Job centers 
have changed, where people 
live, where the densities are 
in our city, all of that has 
changed dramatically since 
1984.”

The broader changes to 
DASH’s roadmap are part 
of the Alexandria Transit 
Vision Plan and have been 
in the works since at least 
2018. With transit ridership 
decreasing even prior to 
the pandemic, the city was 
looking for ways to increase 
ridership without adding 
more funding and buses. 
DASH and the city started 
to explore ways to reallo-
cate routes and resources 

that would more effectively 
reach riders who did use the 
service and align bus routes 
with future developments 
such as Landmark Mall and 
the upcoming Potomac Yard 
Metro station.

Overall, the city is shifting 
from what is called a cover-
age model, which aims to 
cover as much territory as 
possible, to a ridership mod-
el, which is focused on serv-
ing the most people possible.

“We have routes that 
covered large parts of the 
city, drove through different 
neighborhoods. They didn’t 
pick up many people, but 
we could say, ‘Oh, they cov-
er that neighborhood. They 
cover that part of the city,’” 
Wilson said. “Quite honest-
ly, it was more of a political 
consideration to say, ‘We’re 
covering this neighborhood’ 
as opposed to, ‘How do we 
cover the maximum number 
of people?’”

The new route structure 
involves changes, whether 
minor or significant, to most 
of DASH’s roadmap, includ-
ing not only the bus routes 
themselves but their names 
as well,  Martin Barna, direc-
tor of planning and market-
ing for DASH, said. 

Two of the new bus lines, 
Line 34 and Line 102, are sig-
nificantly different from any 
existing routes. Six of the 
new lines will follow similar 
routes with “minor to mod-
erate changes:” Line 31, for-
merly AT6; Line 32, formerly 
AT7; Line 35, formerly AT1; 
Line 36A and 36B, formerly 
AT9; Line 103, formerly AT3 
and Line 104, formerly AT4.

Four bus lines will be 
identical to their previous 
iterations: Line 30, formerly 
AT8; Line 33, formerly AT10; 
Line 102X, formerly AT2X 
and the King Street Trolley. 
Meanwhile, the AT5, which 
runs along North Van Dorn 
Street and North Ripley 
Street, will be replaced by 

the Metrobus 7A route which 
has service from the Van 
Dorn Metro to the Pentagon 
via North Van Dorn Street 
and Seminary Plaza. 

Overall DASH is shifting 
service toward areas that 

have not historically been 
covered by its buses but 
which have become major 
ridership hubs since the cre-
ation of the service, areas 
like the West End and Poto-
mac Yard. DASH also plans 

to provide more frequent 
all-day service, which Bar-
na defines as running every 
15 minutes or sooner seven 
days a week.
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You’re invited to our
Sunrise Mausoleum Rededication Ceremony.

Join our community for a special event honoring  
the rededication of Sunrise Mausoleum. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2021  |  9 A.M. – NOON 
MOUNT COMFORT CEMETERY 
6600 S Kings Hwy.  |  Alexandria

MOUNT COMFORT 
CEMETERY  |  ALEXANDRIA

> Featuring guest speakers Rodney L. Lusk, Fairfax County Supervisor,  
and Pastor Andrew Jagow, Bethany Lutheran Church

> Complimentary tours available     > Refreshments will be provided

> Free giveaways throughout the day

To RSVP, call 703-765-3800 or visit  
MountComfortCemetery.com by September 11. 

DASH prepares to roll out new routes, eliminate fares

SEE DASH | 10
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WE’RE HERE!

Matthew McCarthy

Savings and service await you at your 
GEICO Local Offi  ce — right here in Alexandria! 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Homeowners, renters,and condo coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle andATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered 

service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2020. © 2020 GEICO. 20_541475041

703-236-1366  |  4617 Duke Street, Alexandria
geico.com/nova-metro  |  ¡Hablamos Español!

“That’s the threshold at which we 
believe bus service becomes much 
more useful for the average rider, 
and so we wanted to get more routes 
up to that threshold,” Barna said.

The existing system only has 
one route that hits that threshold, 
and it’s actually part of the regional 
Metrobus service. The new network 
will have three DASH routes and two 
Metrobus routes that provide this 
level of frequent service, and the 
service will be going toward resi-
dents who need and use it the most. 
According to Barna, the new net-
work will increase the percentage of 
low-income residents who are with-
in walking distance of a frequent all-
day bus stop from about 29% to 73%.

“We believe that that will help a 
lot of people who have been really 
hit the hardest by the pandemic and 
hopefully help the overall city recov-
er since transit is such an important 
part of the economy,” Barna said.

Wilson acknowledged that the 
new network does require some 
tradeoffs. 

“If you’re shifting from a coverage 

model to a ridership model, it means 
you’re removing service from areas 
that are used less, and that is a tough 
discussion,” Wilson said. “In each of 
those situations, there are people who 
ride those routes. It’s not a lot of peo-
ple, it’s not as many people as some of 
the places you’re adding routes to, but 
there are people there.”

During the public outreach pro-
cess, DASH was able to, in some cases, 
adjust its plans in response to com-
munity feedback. DASH shifted its 
plans to maintain levels of peak ser-
vice in Parkfairfax and North Ridge 
based on that feedback.

The council-approved elimina-
tion of bus fares will also go a long 
way toward making the service more 
accessible and enticing, which could 
help the city achieve its environ-
mental goals, Wilson said.

“I think it just makes the system 
more accessible for a lot of members 
of our community and, ultimately, 
increases transit readership, which 
is a good thing for our community 
as a whole,” Wilson said. “We reduce 
congestion, we help achieve some 
of our climate goals by making sure 
people can get around without sin-

gle occupancy vehicles.”
Ahead of the changes that are be-

ing implemented this week, both city 
leaders and DASH are hopeful about 
the future of the city’s bus service, 
even in spite of the pandemic. Wilson 
said that although the city will “tem-
per our expectation a bit more,” a pre-
liminary study conducted by the city 
anticipates a 25% ridership increase 
due to the elimination of fares alone.

“This is a big deal. If you look at 
the combination of the two things – 
the new network and the free fares – 
this is really the dawn of a new era for 
bus service in the city of Alexandria,” 
Barna said.

For more information about the 
changes to DASH, including maps, a 
trip planner and route comparisons, 
visit: www.dashbus.com/newnetwork. 
                      -cmelloklein@alextimes.com

IMAGE/DASH
The DASH network that rolls out on Sept. 5 will reach farther into the West End and 
connect parts of the city that have historically had less frequent bus service.

DASH FROM | 9



The pros and cons  
of virtual and in-person 
learning.
BY FRANCESCA CAPELLI 

COVID-19 struck in March 
2020, when I was in sixth 
grade. Originally it was only 
supposed to be a two-week 
quarantine for the teachers 
and students. Then it was five 
weeks, and then we didn’t re-
turn to in-person school until 
Aug. 23, 2021. 

Schools shifted to virtual 
learning, with students at-
tending class through school 
issued Chromebooks or other 
devices at home, using apps 
like Google Classroom and 
Zoom. 

When it became possi-
ble to return to the building, 
masks and distancing were a 
big part of ensuring the safe-
ty of the students, and these 
strategies will continue to 
be used until it is safe to go 

without them. Throughout 
the one and a half school 
years of virtual learning and 
now coming back into school, 
both teachers and students 
have had to make multiple 
adjustments. 

When virtual learning be-
gan in March 2020, teachers 
introduced Google Classroom 
to their students. This allowed 
them to give assignments and 
then have students turn them 
in at certain times and re-
ceive them directly. The pos-
itive aspects of this approach 
were that students were safe 
at home and it allowed them 
to create their own schedule 
of when they wanted to start 
and finish working. 

Meanwhile, some nega-
tive aspects were that it was 
more difficult for students to 
ask their teacher questions 
or have a conversation with 
them if they were confused. 
Classmates were also isolated 

from each other, missing out 
on the social experience that 
comes with in-person school. 

In seventh grade, things 
were different again. Stu-
dents in our school had the 
choice to go into the building 
or stay home. The in-person 
and virtual students con-
tinued to use Google Class-
rooms, however the virtual 
students and teachers had a 
new tool for this year: Zoom. 
It was a good solution to the 
problem of not being able to 
talk to the teachers live. It 
also allowed for a little more 
interaction between the stu-
dents. 

Another thing that was 
different for everyone was 
test taking. Traditionally tests 
had been taken using paper 
and pencil, but this year tests 
were mostly taken online us-
ing Google Form, a great app 
that allowed teachers to write 
a test, customize it and then 

share it with their students 
via Google Classroom. Stu-
dents remained on Zoom to 
allow the teacher to monitor 
them while they took the test, 
and students could then take 
the test and submit it to their 
teacher directly. 

The benefits of this were 
that class was more similar to 
how it had been in the class-
room and students were able 
to do more of the hands-on 
projects they missed the pre-
vious year. However, at home 
and in the classroom, there 
were often problems with 
the student’s or the school’s 
Wi-Fi which prevented them 
from attending class, and it 
also created an occasional 
lack of communication be-
tween the virtual students 
and their teachers.  

Once again school has 
changed this year. With 
all students officially back 
in the building for eighth 

grade, the need for Zoom 
is no longer there. Howev-
er, to keep students safe, 
there is a mask and distance 
policy requiring students 
and staff to keep masks on 
at all times except during 
lunch and students to keep 
a three-foot distance from 
one another at all times as 
well. Students are also back 
to switching rooms for their 
different classes. 

On the plus side, there are 
no more Wi-Fi problems, and 
everyone can interact with 
one another. However, while 
students are back to a nor-
mal school schedule, things 
are not fully the same. We are 
distanced at lunch, and, for 
the time being, there are no 
field trips. 

COVID-19 is a highly con-
tagious disease that forced 
schools to close for student 
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A journey 
through  
pandemic-era 
education

SEE KIDS | 12
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SIGNS OF SPRING

529 Kids Consign 
offers not only consignment items but also 

the freshest & most trendy must haves  
for hip moms and cool kids. 

703-567-4518 | 529kidsconsign.com

529 Kids Consign
122A S. Royal St.

FILE PHOTO
The shift from virtual learning to in-person learning comes with its own set of benefits and challenges.
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safety. Over time, the meth-
ods of handling virtual school 
changed. Each method has 
its positives and negatives 
and each challenged the en-
tire faculty and student body. 
Schools will remain using 
masks and distancing until it 
is considered safe enough to 
remove them, and the teach-
ers and students will work 
together to have an amazing 
year. 

The writer is a student at 
Blessed Sacrament School.



Separating from your pandemic dog
Introduce change 
gradually during your 
transition period
BY KIM GILLIAM

Single and multiple pet 
adoptions rose to an all-time 
high during the pandemic, as 
both individuals and families 
looked for a bright side to be-
ing stuck at home. 

Usually when you get a 
puppy, you have a checklist of 
100 things you want to expose 
them to in their first 100 days 
to help ensure they are confi-
dent and well-socialized. This 
includes a ringing doorbell, 
meeting people of all differ-
ent races, ages and heights, 
walking on different types of 
surfaces and greeting neigh-
borhood dogs. The necessity 
of you going to work or social 
events forces you to work on 
crate training and leaving 
them home alone.

Now, imagine a pandem-
ic year where instead they 
haven’t had a single guest 
in their home, haven’t been 
within 6 feet of a strang-
er, haven’t visited new and 
various locations or been 
on puppy playdates – a year 
where you were always home 
so you and your pup were al-
ways together.

As people get ready to 
head back to the office and 
kids return to school, the fo-
cus has been on how these 
dogs are going to handle 
the separation, as it will be 
a huge adjustment for dogs 
and their owners alike. But 

it’s more than that; many of 
these dogs have missed key 
milestones and owners are 
now trying to figure out what 
to do. Dog trainers are com-
pletely overwhelmed by the 
influx of requests for help. 

Quotient recently re-
leased findings about the 
pandemic pet adoption 
boom. In a survey of more 
than 1,000 U.S. cat and dog 
owners ages 18 and up, 33% 
indicated they adopted a pet 
during the pandemic. Millen-

nials were the most likely to 
have adopted, and made up 
43% of those that adopted 
during the pandemic. Data 
also revealed that as people 
settled into working from 
home with their new pets, 
dog control products – such 
as bark collars, harnesses and 
gentle leaders – had a 113% 
increase in sales compared 
to pre-COVID-19. There is 
now a similar boom happen-
ing in training and pet care 
services, and the industry is 

having trouble keeping up 
with demand.

So how can you best pre-
pare your dog for your return 
to work? 

Dogs are creatures of rou-
tine – they take comfort in 
a consistent daily schedule. 
The pandemic reduced our 
inclination to stick to a struc-
tured day. You have likely been 
sleeping later than you would 
if you had a commute and tak-
ing your dog out at random 
times of the day. It’s time to 

alter that. Set a fixed time for 
different activities, includ-
ing play, exercise, walks and 
meals. Develop the routine 
you will follow once you re-
turn to work, and start making 
those adjustments now so that 
it’s not such a shock when you 
head back to the office.

And as much as it might 
pain you, you have to start 
leaving your pup home alone. 
Start with short departures. 

TimesLivinq
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FILE PHOTO
Thirty-three percent of cat and dog owners adopted a pet during the pandemic, according to a Quotient survey.
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How to boost your home’s curb appeal
Concrete walkways 
and greenery can help 
make a good first 
impression
BY BRANDPOINT

It’s no secret that the U.S. 

housing market is boom-
ing right now. According 
to realtor.com, “Strong de-
mand and insufficient sup-
ply pushed home prices up 
at a record-breaking 16.6% 
pace. The combination of 

historically low mortgage 
rates, businesses reopening 
and the lifting of pandemic 
restrictions fueled a buying 
frenzy with multiple bids.” 
This created a seller’s mar-
ket, while making the path to 

home ownership difficult for 
some buyers.

Whether you’re purchas-
ing a fixer upper as an attain-
able option to home own-
ership or selling your home 
and want to create a positive 
first impression, here are five 
ways to boost your home’s 
curb appeal, courtesy of Sara 
Bendrick, author, TV person-
ality and spokesperson for 
STIHL chainsaws.

Create a welcoming 
front walk

The entrance of your home 
should be your first point of 
focus. A great way to work 
with what you already have is 
to add color to your concrete 
walkway and steps. Concrete 
can wear over time and be-
come somewhat of an eyesore 
and dull in nature. Staining 
is an easy and perfect way to 
soften up the look of concrete 
in any landscape and many 
colors of stain are available 
to complement your outdoor 
spaces. 

Always remember to pres-
sure wash your concrete be-
fore staining it to remove 
dirt. This is important, as you 
need a clean surface so that 
the stain can absorb easily 

and evenly. A clean surface 
will also help the stain soak 
entirely through.

Trim hedges and 
shrubs for definition 

Bushes, hedges and shrubs 
possess a natural beauty that 
can boost the curb appeal of 
your home, while providing 
an attractive complement 
to lawns, trees, gardens and 
hardscapes. Well-trimmed 
plants also prevent your out-
door spaces from looking 
overgrown and open up walk-
ways and sightlines. Consider 
pruning low-hanging branch-
es that obscure the view of 
your home from the road and 
reduce the aesthetic impact of 
your landscaping features.

Don’t forget to mulch
After trimming your hedg-

es and shrubs for definition 
and planting flowers, add 
two to four inches of mulch 
to your beds. Mulch keeps 
weeds down and helps dis-
sipate heat from the sun to 
protect the soil from drying 
out. It also provides a refined 
look to your landscape. As an 
alternative to mulch, you can 
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The CaseStudy‰

Since our first renovation 60 years ago we've
been a team of visionaries. Our unique approach
to the remodeling process is tried and true. 
It's so effective that we had to give it a name:
The CaseStudy‰. We guide you through every 
step, using 3D renderings to bring new 
possibilities to light. At every phase of our work,
we'll maintain strict attention to time and budget. 
Don't forget our 5-year warranty. Because you 
are our highest priority.

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience.

DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Always Alexandria
Located in Old Town at the 
corner of Washington & King.
Because during these times, 
home is more important than ever.

SEE APPEAL | 15

FILE PHOTO
A well maintained front garden provides a sensory experience for 
visitors to your home.
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Beautifully maintained Belle Haven home
HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE
Address: 2305 Windsor 
Rd, Alexandria VA 22307
Neighborhood: Belle Haven
Price: $935,000
Square footage: 1,736
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3
Year built: 1958
Contact: Jeanne Warner
703-980-9106
TTR Sothebys 
International Realty

PHOTO/LINEN & LENS
Left: The living room features hardwood floors and a fireplace.
Middle: The private flagstone patio overlooks a lot with plenty of greenery.
Right: Located in Belle Haven, this home is a short distance from Old Town and the George Washington Parkway bike and walking path.

purchase wood chips made of 
bark.

Make a statement in 
your yard with flowers 
and blooms 

Pick flowers with colors 
that complement the house 
colors, which will bring soft-
ness to the front yard. Be 
sure to choose plants that 
are climate appropriate and 
thrive in your area; local 
nurseries are great resources 
for this. Consider using an 
auger instead of a shovel to 
help get through the plant-
ing process quickly. Also, 
be sure to spread your new 
plants out so that they have 
enough room to grow and 
thrive.

Add a finishing touch
To draw the eye to-

ward the entryway of your 
home, hang a wreath on the 
front door, place a potted 
plant near the steps and 
add a water feature such 
as a self-circulating foun-
tain. Water features such 
as ponds and fountains can 
add an architectural ele-
ment to soften your land-
scape design and may also 
attract natural wildlife to 
your yard.

Whether you’re a seller 
trying to create an unforget-
table memory for a prospec-
tive buyer, or a new home-
owner trying to make your 
home more inviting, these 
landscaping improvements 
are easy ways to boost your 
home’s curb appeal.
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Sited on a large level lot, this ex-
ceptional home offers four bedrooms, 
three fully renovated baths, recently 
refinished hardwood floors and a liv-
ing room with crown molding and a 
fireplace.

The updated kitchen features 
stainless appliances, Quartz counters 
and cherry cabinets and is adjoined 
by the dining room. The family room 
includes built in bookshelves and a 
fireplace and the private flagstone 

patio overlooks an expansive level lot 
with mature trees and plantings

Located in Belle Haven, this home 
is close to historic Old Town and the 
George Washington Parkway bike and 
walking path, which stretches from 

Mount Vernon to Old Town and be-
yond along the Potomac River. Rea-
gan National Airport is only 20 min-
utes away, while Washington, D.C. is 
30 minutes away.

COURTESY PHOTO 
Bring softness to the front yard by choosing flowers with colors that complement the house colors.



Balance absences with exer-
cise and quality time, such 
as obedience training, long 
walks, find-it games, fetch or 
tug. Leave a treat-filled Kong 
when you depart to help 
keep them busy and distract 
them with noise from the 
TV or music. Take the time 
to focus on crate training if 
you haven’t yet, using it as 
a place where your pup can 
be safe and can settle down 
while you are gone. It will 
help ensure they aren’t tear-
ing up the couch or barking 
at neighbors they see out the 
window while you are gone.

Slowly increase your ab-
sences from a couple of min-

utes a couple of times a day 
to 20 minutes three times 
a day, then up to an hour or 
two twice a day. A pet camera 
is a good way to monitor that 
your pup is calm while you 
are gone. These can even be 
sound activated to ping your 
cell phone if they are barking 
or howling while you are out.  
And when you return, make 
sure your greetings are very 
calm; then be sure to praise 
them for their good behavior 
and remind them you will al-
ways come home.

Remember, your pets are 
highly observant. If you are 
stressed about impending 
schedule changes or leav-
ing them home alone, they 
will pick up on it. Be sure 

to remain calm and patient 
during this process, and as 
you find you need a trainer’s 
help, don’t wait to find one. 

It will take time to address 
any issues you are having, 
time that may be hard to find 
once the world opens back 
up. If you anticipate using 
dog walkers or dog daycares, 
find one you like and start 
using their services before 
you actually need them. Help 
your dog get used to what 
their new life will look like 
once you are back in the of-
fice and out of the house.

The writer co-owns 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 
gym in Alexandria, with her 

husband, Kevin Gilliam.
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15, 30 & 60 Min. Visits

Does Your Dog Need 
a Friend in the  

Middle of the Day?

Schedule A Consultation Today!
571-438-2323

Shop Apparel, Gifts & Pet Supplies at www.PassionatelyPets.com/Shop

Ask About Our Puppy Packages

Dog Walking, Pet Sitting & 
Overnight Options Available

PETS

CALENDAR
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SEPTEMBER 2

YOGA ON THE MAGNOLIA 
TERRACE Enjoy an evening of 
Vinyasa flow yoga on the Car-
lyle House’s Magnolia Terrace. 
The class will begin by build-
ing heat with sun salutations 
before progressing to balance, 
deep stretching and finally re-
laxing meditation. 
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
yoga-on-the-magnolia-ter-
race/18200/ 

SEPTEMBER 3

STIGMA ART EXHIBIT OPENING 
DAY Visit Del Ray Artisans gal-
lery to view the STIGMA art ex-
hibit, showcasing various repre-
sentations of stigma like mental 
health disorders, HIV, homeless-
ness and bullying. Local adult 
artists and high school students 
express their perspectives on 
the concept of stigma and how 
it can be overcome. Reserve 
a ticket for a half-hour viewing 
during the extended hours. The 
gallery capacity is limited to 15 
people at any one time. 
Time: Noon to 9 p.m.
Location: 2704 Mt. Vernon Ave. 
Information: https://alextimes.
com/?post_type=mec-
events&p=66630&preview_
id=66630&preview_
nonce=8c4e2702fd&_thumbnail_
id=66631&preview=true 

SEPTEMBER 9 

GADSBY’S TAVERN MUSEUM 
SOCIETY VIRTUAL TRIVIA 
NIGHT Test your knowledge of 
American history, the presi-
dents and the American work 
force throughout the years in 
honor of Labor Day. Beverages 
are permitted and prizes will 
be awarded to the winners. 
Tickets are $20 per household. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 134 N. Royal St. 
Information: https://
alextimes.com/events/
gadsbys-tavern-museum-so-
ciety-virtual-trivia-night/?pre-
view_id=67012&preview_non-
ce=e87b0d2492&_thumb-
nail_id=67013&preview=true 

SEPTEMBER 10

ART ON THE ROCKS AT 
WATERFRONT PARK

Experience the Old Town Cock-
tail Week kick-off with cocktail 
tasting and snacks provided 
by competing bartenders from 
popular local establishments. 
Find out who will win the Judg-
es’ Choice and cast your vote 
for the People’s Choice award. 
Tickets are $55 per person.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: 1A Prince St.
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
art-on-the-rocks-at-waterfront-
park/18241/

SEPTEMBER 16

LOVE FRENCH FILMS AND 
COCKTAILS? WE DO TOO! Join 
the Alexandria-Caen Sister 
City Committee in virtually 
viewing and discussing the 
2019 French action thriller, 
“Le Chant du Loup ”(The Wolf’s 
Call). There will be a cocktail 
demo prior to the movie show-
ing and subsequent discussion 
of its characters and the mili-
tary context. Movie is available 
on Netflix. Zoom details and 
cocktail recipe will be sent a 
few days prior to the event. 
Tickets are $6 per person. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=37783

SEPTEMBER 17

PARK(ING) DAY Enjoy this world-
wide event promoting the impor-
tance of creating and preserving 
public green space in urban 
areas by temporarily reclaiming 
on-street parking spaces and 
transforming them into imagina-
tive park spaces or “parklets.” 
Face masks will be required. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Varies
Information: file://localhost/
Information/ https/::www.al-
exandriava.gov:localmotion:in-
fo:default.aspx%3Fid=93400
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Weekly Words

STRICTLY SPEAKING by Pam Klawitter, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
ELIZABETH DUNDAS (90), formerly of Alexandria, Aug. 8, 2021

ISAIAH MCRAE (15), of Alexandria, Aug. 18, 2021

JEAN CURTIS (82), of Alexandria, Aug. 21, 2021

MARCUS ARBAN (85), of Alexandria, Aug. 22, 2021

ANN MCDOWELL (91), formerly of Alexandria, Aug. 22, 2021

MARY BAUMEISTER (78), of Alexandria, Aug. 24, 2021

CHRISTINE RAFAL (71), formerly of Alexandria, Aug. 24, 2021

DIANE HURD (69), of Alexandria, Aug. 25, 2021

ACROSS
1 "To a ..." poems
5 Hayes of Southern soul
10 "The Lion King" antagonist
14 Deep void
19 Quinceanera, for one
20 "NCIS" character Leon
21 Zigzagged
22 Scavenging carnivore
23 Actors usually write remind-

ers ___
26	 "Everything's	fine"
27 Cake platform
28 Shirt often worn with jeans
29 Prince in "War and Peace"
31 Roll call response
32 Grad school applicants' stats
34 "Told ya!"
35 Firstborn
37 Tax dodger, e.g.
41 Cozumel couple?
43 Fill-in-the-blank story
45 Some digits in a decimal are 

___
49 "That tastes awful!"
52 Toot your own horn
53 Bench warmer at a concert
54 Chemical cousins
57 Depletes, as strength
58 Groove
59 Meaty spread
61 Hawaiian coffee district

62 "In all likelihood ..."
65 Melber on "The Beat"
66 Al Roker's network
69 Like the number 411
70 X-rays give the doctor ___
75 Bring to a close
77 Lavatory, in Leeds
78 Dog's archenemy
79 Fighting it out
80 Where Timbuktu is
82 Lyft alternative
84	 Green	prefix
85 Kings, queens and twins
89 Welcome sign for a night 

owl?
92 They're down under
96 La Scala solo
97 Up and at 'em
98 An intruder who hides in the 

ceiling vent is ___
101 Big Sky Country's capital
103 GPS guess
104 Stick like tape
105 Pieces' candy brand
107 Bills' and Chargers' grp.
109 Produce, as money
111 Utilize eBay
112 Restorative excursion
114 Prepare to throw
115 Throw for a loop
120 Group that calls strikes
122 One who shuns bread prod-

ucts is ___
125 Movement with a hashtag
126 Musical Diamond
127 Chopper blade
128 Really tiny
129 Won every game
130 Does basic math
131 App also nicknamed "the 

'gram"
132 Org. that honors vegan stars
DOWN
1 Eyes, poetically
2 Paleo or keto
3 James of jazz
4 Like most seams
5 "Now ___ heard it all!"
6 December's Nick at night
7 Pays to play poker
8 Feel sore
9 Day care center?
10 Sty dwellers, collectively
11 Strongly disapprove of
12 State as fact
13 Patch up, as a lawn
14 Sushi tuna
15 Avid readers keep their glasses 

___
16 Favorable RSVPs
17 Derisive sound
18 Word after "Pete's" or "pity's"
24 Narrowly defeated
25 Rodeo ropes

30 Volunteer's offer
33 Sous-chef's work, informally
36 Tabloid gossip
37 Flows away
38 Aloe ___
39 Acronym meaning "Hurry!"
40 Starts eating with gusto
41 Fender bender reminder
42 Maker of 15 Minutes of Flame 

nail polish
44 Having a spat
46 Worn to a frazzle
47 ___ couture
48 Geek Squad member, e.g.
50	 Tot's	first	utensil,	usually
51 Fire off, like an email
55 They often lock horns on the 

Hill
56 Depressing
60 Put on TV
63 Internet access letters
64 Life story, for short
65 Back, on a boat
67 Texter's "Oh, and ..."
68 Bourne's spy grp.
70 Wastes time
71 Surface for an axel
72 DEA agent
73 Chinese casino hub
74 Jerry of "Law & Order"
75 Moody rock genre
76 West Coast wine valley

81 The Chicago Board of Trade 
Building is ___

83 Lima or navy morsel
84 Disney's Queen of Arendelle
86 Pennsylvania city at one end of 

I-79
87 Christian of fashion
88 Rational
90 "None of that is true!"
91	 "Sunflowers"	setting
93 Crabtree & ___ (body care 

product retailer)
94 Tennis do-over
95 Bridge statistic
99 It might hide a boo-boo
100 Baggage attachment
102 Spain, in Spain
105 Prolong, as a contract
106 Cream of the crop
108 Screwups that may be epic
109	 Outfielders'	gloves
110 Summer complaint
111 Addition outcomes
113 Got older
114 Loads and loads
116 Unwanted faucet sound
117 Chemistry test?
118 Lean like a ship
119 One-named Celtic singer
121 "___ so fast!"
123 Hindu title
124 Detergent in a red jug
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Our View

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
Progress on the Potomac Yard Metro Station as of Aug. 27.

Lack of ACPS safety measures
To the editor:

Your editorial in last week’s 
paper, “Time for a true vaccine 
mandate,” rightly critiqued the 
Alexandria City Public Schools 
administration for failing to im-
plement a meaningful COVID-19 
vaccine requirement for teach-
ers and staff. Now that the FDA 
has granted full approval to 
Pfizer’s coronavirus vaccine, all 
ACPS employees must get the 
shot. Universities, businesses 
and other institutions across the 
country are implementing vac-
cine mandates, and our schools 
should do the same. 

But vaccination isn’t the only 
area where ACPS has demon-
strated a lack of foresight and 
planning in ensuring a safe and 
sustainable reopening of our 
schools. ACPS has fallen well 
short of neighboring school 
districts in implementing two 
other important measures nec-
essary to minimize the risk of 
outbreaks: testing for unvac-
cinated students and safe dis-

tancing for unmasked students 
during lunch and mealtimes. 

Testing is an important part 
of a layered prevention strategy 
to reduce the risk of COVID-19 
outbreaks in schools. The CDC 
recommends that schools in ar-
eas of moderate to high trans-
mission implement screening 
testing for unvaccinated stu-
dents. By testing a sample of 
asymptomatic students, schools 
can identify infection clusters 
early on, isolate infected in-
dividuals and prevent larger 
outbreaks. Neighboring school 
districts in Arlington and D.C. 
have implemented testing of as-
ymptomatic students as a best 
practice in prevention. But not 
ACPS.

Even more perplexing is the 
failure of ACPS to take steps 
to ensure safe lunches for stu-
dents – the only time during the 
school day when students can-
not remain masked. As the Del-
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Remembering 9/11
During the next week, we will hear 

much about the 20th anniversary of 
the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, 
and rightly so.

All Americans old enough to re-
member were traumatized in some 
way by what happened on 9/11.

The psychological impact was im-
mense nationwide, as we experienced 
the first foreign attack on American 
soil since Pearl Harbor. Our borders, 
buffered by oceans to the east and west, 
and friendly neighbors to the north and 
south, no longer seemed so secure.

The image of those enormous jet-
liners gliding surreally into the twin 
towers in New York City on that pris-
tine fall day is seared into our collec-
tive mind. 

Thousands of people were strand-
ed when airplanes on which they 
were traveling were instantly ground-
ed, sometimes in remote areas of the 
country. Air travel ceased for days. 
U.S. citizens traveling abroad couldn’t 
get home.

Those who lived outside either 
New York City or the Metro D.C. area 
at the time can’t fully conceptualize 
the horror of that day. 

When the twin towers and then the 
Pentagon were hit, we didn’t know 
how many sites would be struck. Ru-
mors wildly circulated that a wide-
scale assault on D.C. was underway. 
Was the White House next? The Capi-
tol? The Supreme Court building?

We didn’t know what was going on, 
and the uncertainty was overwhelm-
ing. 

Alexandrians with loved ones in 
the Pentagon were frantic. Those with 
spouses, parents or children working 
downtown desperately tried to reach 
them, but the phone system couldn’t 
handle the sudden onslaught. People 
were told to leave the district, except 
area roadways quickly clogged.

Some took their families out of the 
area as quickly as possible, in case 
follow up attacks were coming. Was a 
“dirty bomb” filled with radiation next? 

We have heard remarkable stories 
through the years about peoples’ ex-
periences on that day, both tragic and 
heroic. Those whose loved ones were 
killed in the catastrophe of that day 

are in a special category, and this 
anniversary is a painful reminder of 
their loss.

But there was also long-time Al-
exandria resident Gen. Bob Wood, 
who was pulled from the rubble of 
his damaged office that morning by 
an assistant. Another Alexandrian re-
lated the experience of being on her 
condo balcony when the Pentagon 
was struck. Within months, she had 
moved south. Former Virginia Sen. 
George Allen and his wife, Susan, res-
cued his staff from Capitol Hill, bring-
ing them to the relative protection of 
their home in the Fairfax County por-
tion of Alexandria.

The tragedy of Sept. 11, 2001 begat 
two U.S. wars, in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and many Alexandrians devoted years 
to planning, implementing or in some 
way assisting with those war efforts. 

From the ashes of the 9/11 attacks, 
we slowly began our journey toward 
healing. 

ACTforAlexandria was founded in 
part by money that the family of Alex-
andrian Norma L. Steuerle transferred 
to the organization after Steuerle’s 
death in the attacks.

As is often the case, music helped 
us mend. U2’s “Stuck in a Moment You 
Can’t Get Out Of,” while not written 
about the attacks, nonetheless be-
came its anthem. Bruce Springsteen’s 
album “The Rising,” released 10 
months after the attacks, expressed 
the loss, courage and resilience of 
those who endured 9/11. 

In “Into the Fire,” Springsteen wrote:

“The sky was falling
And streaked with blood
I heard you calling me

Then you disappeared into the dust

Up the stairs, into the fire
Yeah, up the stairs, into the fire

I need your kiss
But love and duty called 
you some place higher

Somewhere up the stairs, into the fire

May your strength give us strength
May your faith give us faith
May your hope give us hope
May your love give us love”



Lessons from dire  
circumstances
To the editor:

The pandemic has upended our lives 
for 19 months, but it’s taught us some 
worthwhile lessons to reflect on. 

We’ve been reminded of essential 
business operations principles. We now 
practice self-care. We’ve adapted to – and 
are benefitting from – technological ap-
plications to solve our problems. We’ve 
learned the importance of 
relationships and communi-
ty. We’ve altered our down-
towns for the better. Most 
importantly, we’ve learned 
just how resilient we are.

First the business les-
sons. Applying for pandemic 
relief demonstrated the es-
sential of keeping accurate 
books – but far too many 
weren’t. There are a variety 
of bookkeeping methodologies, but the 
critical point is to employ one you’ll ac-
tually use. An accountant can advise you.

That’s the next business essential 
– having a professional team: ac-
countant advice on record keeping, 
business structure and tax matters; 
an attorney for business entity and 
liability issues and lease consider-
ations; and a forthright relationship 
with your banker. 

The key is to get professional ad-
vice when you’re unsure. Another 
lesson from the pandemic – owners 
who hesitated or guessed instead of 
consulting experts, missed deadlines 
and made costly errors.

Anyone unsure about engaging pro-
fessionals can contact Alexandria SBDC 
at help@alexandriasbdc.org, where our 
role is to understand your business and 
then point you to pertinent resources 
and reputable professionals.  

The pandemic taught us self-care 
– handwashing, masking, distancing, 
staying home when not feeling well. Our 
cold and flu seasons will be less severe if 
we continue applying those lessons.

We became more comfortable with 
technology and learned how useful it can 
be. It’s eliminated distance as a barrier. It 

now means that work can be anywhere. 
Medical technologies, particularly 

mRNA, bode well for future therapies, 
and telemedicine offers much more ac-
cessible care. COVID-19 brought both 
of these to the forefront.

We’re learning to pursue better work/
life balance and relationships matter 
more to us, not only with our families, 

but also between employ-
ers and employees, between 
companies and customers. 
Also, greater appreciation 
and respect for healthcare 
professionals, first respond-
ers, frontline workers and 
delivery people who have 
been so critical to our safety 
and well-being.

In response to isolation, 
many of us have explored 

more outdoor surroundings – our own 
neighborhoods, parks and trails, as 
well as state and regional sites. We’ve 
also cultivated our yards and even 
window boxes into oases. 

We’ve learned greater appreciation 
for the community. Neighbors pitched 
in to help one another. The city made 
quick adjustments to mitigate busi-
ness challenges. Our sidewalks and 
streets have become better land-
scaped gathering spots. Downtowns 
are more people-friendly and attrac-
tive, lively places to visit and are likely 
to stay that way.

Yes, we’re all understandably tired 
of these strange conditions, and our 
capacity for resilience has been tested 
over and over. But we’ve met that test at 
all levels, and exercising those muscles 
bodes well for us handling whatever is 
thrown at us in the future. This was, af-
ter all, a worldwide crisis that required 
enormous effort, quick thinking and 
innovative approaches. Through all the 
travail, we’ve learned lessons to apply to 
a better future.

The writer is executive director 
of the Alexandria Small Business 

Development Center.
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Test for COVID-19 in schools
To the editor:

With the support of many 
ACPS families, I call for the Alex-
andria School Board to conduct an 
immediate special meeting to im-
plement a COVID-19 testing pro-
gram for the student body. This is a 
safety issue; it cannot wait for the 
next scheduled meeting on Sept. 9.

COVID-19 has already infect-
ed children attending multiple 
ACPS schools after only four days 
of in-person learning. The perni-
cious Delta variant – capable of 
being transmitted even by vacci-
nated persons – is spreading, and 
community transmission is high 
here. 

Routine student testing is a 
defense we lack. Virginia has been 
granted $257 million from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s “Reopening Schools 
Grant” for this purpose, and the city 
provides free testing for residents 
through Curative kiosks around 
town. The ACPS “Health and Safe-
ty Guidance” web page, which in-
cludes its plan for COVID-19 mit-
igation measures, lists efforts for 
asymptomatic and symptomatic 
COVID-19 testing among students 
as simply “pending.”

The School Board voted to re-
turn kids to school early this year 
– before Labor Day – apparently 
without a complete plan to pro-
tect students from the Delta vari-
ant. As the most densely popu-
lated city in the Commonwealth, 
it is inexcusable that ACPS did 
not have a testing program for 
our students in place on their 
first day of in-person learning. 

 As the CDC and Virginia De-
partment of Health recommend, 
we request ACPS conduct: 

Surveillance testing of a small 
percentage of students on a ro-
tating basis, such as 5% weekly, to 
identify asymptomatic cases and 
implement quarantine/contact 
tracing protocols. 

Screening testing of students re-
turning to school after an illness to 
provide proof of a negative test to 
restart in-person learning.

Arlington County and Bal-
timore City Public Schools are 
among the many school districts 
that have already implemented 

testing among the student popu-
lation. 

I call on you to establish this 
program in partnership with the 
Alexandria Health Department 
to add to our COVID-19 defenses 
for children in schools as a tool to 
reduce illness, community trans-
mission and death.

A substantial portion of the 
ACPS student population is too 
young for a COVID-19 vaccine. 
Without a testing program, only 
hand washing and masking are 
protecting these most vulnerable 
children from the Delta variant 
because distancing is not available 
in most ACPS settings. 

Data from the ACPS testing pro-
gram will offer meaningful insight 
into viral spread patterns through-
out the community. Arresting viral 
spread among ACPS’s families is 
a critical step to reduce the risk of 
school closures.

Maintaining an uninterrupted 
school schedule will give our kids 
the structure they lacked last year 
and offer parents and caregivers 
more time to work and participate 
in our local community. All of this 
leads to a stronger, more resilient 
economy for our city. 

Some schools in the D.C. Metro 
region have already been forced to 
return to online learning. Mean-
while, a child under the age of 9 
died from COVID-19 in Northern 
Virginia last week, the youngest 
pandemic victim in the region to 
date. It is the School Board’s duty to 
use all available tools to protect our 
children from this virus now. 

We are grateful schools have 
reopened. We recognize that ACPS 
leadership prepared extensively 
for the school year. But conditions 
have changed since those prepara-
tions began, and ACPS leadership 
must adjust.

No one wants to see a return 
of the restrictions of 2020. The 
sooner we implement this pro-
gram, the better prepared we are 
to continue uninterrupted, sus-
tainable in-person learning de-
spite the inevitable appearance 
of additional virus strains.

-Amy Hillis, 
Alexandria

The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

BILL REAGAN



Last Week  
How did the first day of school go for your child?

Benjamin Hallowell: Early Alexandria educator 
Last month’s reopening of Alex-

andria’s public schools inspired us to 
revisit one of Alexandria’s first edu-
cators: Benjamin Hallowell. Perhaps 
best known as a schoolmaster for boys 
in Alexandria’s upper class, including 
Robert E. Lee, Hallowell was also a 
founder of the Alexandria Library, the 
Alexandria Lyceum and the Alexandria 
Water Company.

Known to his contemporaries as a 
staunch abolitionist, Hallowell’s push 
for progress continued long after he 
passed away, as his daughter Caroline 
Hallowell Miller became a prominent 
suffragist.

Hallowell was born into the Quaker 
faith in Montgomery County, Pennsyl-
vania. In his autobiography, he relates 
anecdotes of being a less than model 
student, including trying to skip class 
to go fishing, by falsely claiming to 
have lost his hat, which was a dress 
code requirement. His mother’s solu-
tion of sewing her own hat onto his 
head with a strap cured young Benja-
min’s amnesia about his hat’s location, 
and he promptly attended school with 
the required headgear.

Benjamin moved to Alexandria in 
1824 starting as a teacher at the Fair-
view School. He established his first 
boys’ boarding school at the age of 
25. The first Hallowell School was lo-

cated at 609 Oronoco St., on the cor-
ner of North Washington. In 1826, he 
moved his residence and school to 
220 N. Washington St., on the corner 
of Queen Street, after a trying time, 
which included the deaths of several of 
his children to scarlet fever. 

Caroline was born during the time Hal-
lowell and his wife Margaret lived at 220 N. 
Washington St. – or the Lloyd House as it is 
known today. They rented from the widow 
Hooe, who apparently was very lenient in 

collecting rent on time.
Hooe’s death necessitated that the 

Hallowells move again, and this time, 
Benjamin converted the old sugar re-
finery and tobacco barn next door into 
a schoolhouse. “Brimstone Castle” as 
it came to be known, served as the Al-
exandria Boarding School’s location 
under Hallowell’s direction until 1859, 
although he did have to take a sabbat-
ical for a few years for health reasons.

Hallowell’s other contributions to 
our city include founding the Lyceum 
in 1834 and serving as its first presi-
dent. Sensitive to the polarization of 
its day, the Lyceum Society had to ban 
discussions on politics and religion. 
Today, that building still stands at 
the corner of Washington and Prince 
Streets, with its Greek-revival columns 
outlasting the buildings that have sur-
rounded it.

Benjamin Hallowell played an im-
portant role in making Alexandria a 
modern city during the first 60 years of 
the 19th century. But this week we high-
light his work in educating both Alex-
andria students and those who moved 
to Alexandria to attend his schools. 
Benjamin Hallowell stands as an icon in 
the history of education in Alexandria.

Out of the Attic is provided by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria.
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
Should Alexandria City Public Schools 
immediately begin testing at least a random 
sampling of students for COVID-19?
A) Yes.
B) No.
C) I’m not sure. 

46% Great, they were so glad to be back in the classroom! 
35% Not so great.
19% We had trouble with the bus but otherwise good.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
Benjamin Hallowell 

ta variant surges, packing large num-
bers of kids into indoor cafeterias for 
meals when they cannot mask greatly 
increases the risk of COVID-19 out-
breaks in our schools.

As the parent of two children in 
ACPS, I am frustrated with the inade-
quacy of the system’s COVID-19 safe-
ty measures and the administration’s 

failure to implement the layered pro-
tection strategies that can best ensure 
the safety of our kids and the sustain-
ability of in-person learning. 

It’s true that implementing screen-
ing testing and developing a safe ap-
proach to school lunches require our 
school administrators to navigate lo-
gistical, staffing and other challenges. 
But the challenges are surmountable 
and cannot be an excuse for inaction. 

ACPS has had months to plan for a 
safe reopening and has received federal 
funding to support its efforts. If neigh-
boring school districts can implement 
these measures, we can too – and we 
must, to ensure the health of our kids 
and our community and safeguard a 
successful year of in-person learning.  

-Loren McArthur, 
Alexandria
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LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
AND ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following requests have been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.

For information on the follow-
ing applications or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
703.746.4666.

Special Use Permit #2021-00078
1119 King Street
Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a New Use of a 
restaurant; zone: 
KR/King Street Urban Retail.
Proposed Business Name: 
Mudhouse
Applicant: Mudhouse Alexandria, 
LLC
PLANNER: Rachel Drescher – 
Rachel.Drescher@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the zoning ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning & Zoning. If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than September 23, 2021.cl

PUBLIC NOTICE
VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF SPOTSYLVANIA 

COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ADOPTION OF A CHILD TO BE 
KNOWN AS Scarlett Elaine Unger
(Birth Certificate Number 145-16-
031915 Registered in the Common-
wealth of Virginia) BY Matthew 
Unger AND Jessica Lynne Unger
Adoption No. CA 21-25 
The object of this proceeding is to 
effectuate a step parent adoption. 
ORDERED that JEREMY 
MICHAEL RUNALDUE appear 
before this Court on the 28th day 
of Sept. at 9:00 o’clock and indicate 

his attitude toward the step parent 
adoption action or otherwise do 
what is necessary to protect her 
interest herein.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that 
the City Council of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia (the “City”), 
will hold a public hearing on an 
ordinance (the “Ordinance”) (a) 
creating the Landmark Com-
munity Development Authority 
(the “CDA”) for the purpose of 
financing various infrastructure 
improvements (the “Improve-
ments”) in connection with the 
development and redevelopment 
of an approximately 52-acre site 
in the City’s West End, former-
ly the Landmark Mall, into a 
mixed-use development featuring 
residential, hotel, commercial, 
medical and retail components, 
(b) establishing the boundaries 
of the CDA district (the “CDA 
District”), (c) approving a plan of 
financing for the Improvements, 
(d) establishing special assess-
ments (the “Special Assessments”) 
on the real property within the 
CDA District to support the 
financing of the Improvements, 
and (e) approving the methodol-
ogy for apportioning the Special 
Assessments among the parcels 
of real property comprising the 
CDA District.  A complete copy 
of the Ordinance is on file in the 
City Clerk’s office.
The public hearing, which may be 
continued or adjourned, will be 
held on September 18, 2021, at 9:30 
A.M., local time, or as soon there-
after as the matter may be heard, 
in the City Council Chamber of 
the Alexandria City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia, and via 
electronic means.  Members of City 
Council and staff will participate 
either in person or from a remote 
location through a video conference 
call on Zoom.  If a determination 
is made that it is not safe to meet 
in person due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the meeting will be held 
fully virtual through the Zoom 
link below.  All interested persons 

may appear and present their views 
at such time and place.  Anyone 
planning to attend in person and 
needing assistance or accommo-
dation under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act should call the 
City Clerk at (703) 746-4550.  The 
meeting can also be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government channel 70, 
streaming on the City’s website, and 
can be accessed via Zoom by the 
following link or phone number 
and login information: 

Registration link:   https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_ZKDq-
8Jb2QViSnkR8RR8qxw 
Dial-in number: 301-715-8592 
Webinar ID: 962 6490 0151 
Webinar Passcode: 470146

If you use the Zoom Webinar 
application, please be sure you have 
updated the application to the latest 
version for best results.  If you are 
unable to access Zoom, please use 
the Dial-In number to access the 
meeting. 

Zoom Registration Form:  If you 
wish to use Zoom to watch this 
meeting or to address City Council, 
you must register first.  Those wish-
ing to address City Council should 
also submit a Speaker’s Form using 
the link below.

Speaker’s Form:  Those wishing to 
address City Council should submit 
a Speaker’s Form.  Submission of 
written statements is encouraged.  
Please sign up after the docket is 
created and you are able to verify 
the meeting date on the City’s web-
site.  The docket with a link to the 
Speaker’s Form shall be posted here 
- https://alexandria.granicus.com/
ViewPublisher.php?view_id=57.  
If the docket is not posted, you 
will have to return at a later date 
to complete the speaker’s form in 
order to speak at the City Council 
meeting.

Public Comment will be received at 
this meeting.  All persons wishing 
to speak before City Council must 
complete a Speaker’s form (see link 
above).  If you have a prepared 
statement or written comments 
for the record, you may email it 
to the City Clerk at gloria.sitton@
alexandriava.gov.  Speakers are 
encouraged to submit their written 
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TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 

promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 

offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer 
for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31st 2021. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please 
review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.21
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comments to the City Clerk.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF VOLUNTARY 

REMEDIATION

Pursuant to the Virginia Voluntary 

Remediation Regulations, Virginia 
Administrative Code section 
9VAC20-160-120, William Dwyer 
Properties, LLC, 3220 Duke Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia hereby pro-
vides notice of voluntary remedia-
tion at the following site:

3210-3220 Duke Street, Alexandria, 

Virginia
VRP Number VRP00748
Environmental investigation 
has detected volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) including 
tetrachloroethylene (PCE) and 
trichloroethylene (TCE) in soil, soil 
vapor and groundwater at levels 
that could pose risk to human 
health or the environment.  The 
presence of VOCs is likely the result 
of a former dry cleaning operation 
that used a PCE-based dry cleaning 
solvent at the property.  The dry 
cleaning business is no longer in 
operation. To address the potential 
risk, William Dwyer Properties, 
LLC applied to and was deemed eli-
gible to participate in the Voluntary 
Remediation Program.  
A Remedial Action Plan (RAP) has 
been reviewed and accepted by the 
Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ).  The RAP 
includes the installation and opera-
tion of a vapor mitigation system, a 
land use control limiting use of the 
site to commercial purposes, and 
an engineering control requiring 
maintenance of a cap/cover with 
an institutional control requiring 
development of a health and safety 
plan for earth-moving activities. 
An additional land use control 
will prohibit use of groundwater 
beneath the site for purposes other 
than environmental monitoring 
and testing, or dewatering.  
Persons wishing to comment on 
the voluntary remedial action or 
request additional information 
should contact the following person 
who is familiar with the Site:
Christina Lewis, PG or Jeff 
Manuszak, PG
Langan Engineering and Environ-
mental Services (Consultant) 
1300 Wilson Boulevard #450, 
Arlington, VA 22209
571-366-6847
clewis@langan.com; jmanuszak@
langan.com 
Written comments will be accepted 
until September XX, 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Medical Transportation Inc., 
200 Yoakum Parkway, Apt. 214, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22304, has 
filed an application for a certificate 
of public convenience and necessity 
that would authorize: 1. Passenger 
transportation as a Common Carri-
er over Irregular Routes, providing 
service in the Cities of Fairfax, Falls 

Church, Manassas, and Manassas 
Park, Virginia, and the Counties 
of Arlington, Clarke, Fairfax, and 
Loudoun, Virginia, and; 2. Trans-
portation of Medicaid recipients 
throughout the Commonwealth 
of Virginia as a Non-Emergency 
Medical Transportation Carrier as 
defined in Section 46.2-2000 et seq, 
of the Code of Virginia. 

Any person who desires to protest 
the application and be a party to the 
matter must submit a signed and 
dated written request setting forth 
(1) a precise statement of the party’s 
interest and how the party could 
be aggrieved if the application was 
granted; (2) a full and clear state-
ment of the facts that the person is 
prepared to provide by competent 
evidence; (3) a statement of the 
specific relief sought; (4) the name 
of the applicant and case number 
assigned to the application; and 
(5) a certification that a copy of the 
protest was sent to the applicant. 
The case number assigned to this 
application is MC2100242LH.

Written protests must be mailed to 
DMV Motor Carrier Services, Attn: 
Operating Authority, P. O. Box 
27412, Richmond, VA 23269-0001 
and must be postmarked on or 
before September 16, 2021.

Any protest filed with competent 
evidence will be carefully consid-
ered by DMV, however, DMV will 
have full discretion as to whether a 
hearing is warranted based on the 
merits of the protest filed.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE OF A  
PUBLIC HEARING

Board of Architectural Review
*Please note this BAR meeting is on 
a Thursday and starts at 7:30 p.m.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the Thursday, Septem-
ber 16, 2021 meeting of the Board 
of Architectural Review (BAR) is 
being held electronically pursu-
ant to Virginia Code Section 2.2 
3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity of 

Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
to undertake essential business. All 
of the members of the public body 
and staff are participating from 
remote locations through Zoom 
Webinar. This meeting is being held 
electronically, unless a determina-
tion is made that it is safe enough 
for the meeting to be held in person 
in the City Council Chamber at 301 
King Street, Alexandria, VA. Elec-
tronic access will be provided in 
either event. The meeting can be ac-
cessed by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

Registration Link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_3ZWNlal4S-
jSWOKJO-2yUeA 

*The Board of Architectural Review 
Hearing will start at 7:30 p.m., while 
the Zoom Webinar will become 
available to join at 7:00 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 920 6320 4830
Password: 047633 
Public comments will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Lia Nie-
bauer at lia.niebauer@alexandriava.
gov or make public comments on 
the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

Information for this hearing may be 
obtained from the Department of 
Planning & Zoning, City Hall, 301 
King Street, Room 2100, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314. For further 
information, call the Department of 
Planning & Zoning at 703.746.4666 
or visit alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2021-00434 PG
Request for alterations at 1521 
Princess Street.
Applicant: Christopher Wolfe

BAR #2021-00437 OHAD
Request for alterations and waiver 
of rooftop HVAC screening re-
quirement at 310 Commerce Street.
Applicants: Timothy Foley and Lori 
Crandall

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions.   
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A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.
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BAR #2021-00444 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ en-
capsulation at 610 South Lee Street.
Applicant: Caley Tullman

BAR #2021-00468 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 105 Queen Street.
Applicant: Bilgehan Yalcin

BAR #2021-00457 OHAD
Request for addition and alterations 
at 105 Queen Street.
Applicant: Bilgehan Yalcin

BAR #2021-00456 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 329 North Wash-
ington Street.
Applicants: Hershel Kleinberg and 
Lisa Cohen

BAR #2021-00455 OHAD
Request for addition and alterations 
at 329 North Washington Street.
Applicants: Hershel Kleinberg and 
Lisa Cohen

BAR #2021-00355 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 214 and 216 South 
Payne Street.
Applicant: 214 and 216 S Payne St 
LLC

BAR #2021-00134 OHAD
Request for alterations at 214 and 
216 South Payne Street.
Applicant: 214 and 216 S Payne St 
LLC

Review Proposed Administrative 
Approval Policy for Solar Panels.

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

AUCTIONS
On-Site Estate Auction! Saturday, 
September 11th 9am. Antiques, 
Furniture,
Collectibles, Tools. 8867 Hwy 92 
Chase City, VA 23924. (804)347-
4963
www.tilmansauctions.com 
#348/3751
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other
states.  Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 

804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows Start-
ing at $235* Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 for MORE 
details! Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, 
Roofing, Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so
your home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning f
orever! LeafFilter, the most ad-

vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf-
Filter estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10%
Senior &amp; Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-888-510-0805

HELP WANTED
HIRING? We can help you fill your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or
statewide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions reach-
ing job seekers. Call
this paper or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
For Sale By Owner! 4 bedroom, 2 
bathroom, vinyl ranch, 1,248 sqft, 2 
car detached
garage on 3 town lot in Grottoes, 

VA. Shown by appointment only. 
540-421-3330.

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No 
court appearance.
Estimated completion time twen-
ty-one days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com .
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health
questions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life

Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit www.Life55plus.info/
vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence
and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 888-608-4974

AT
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FOR SALE
210 N FAIRFAX STREET

Exclusively Offered for $1,610,000

Tel. 202.361.5079 | LBishop@McEnearney.com | Licensed in VA | 109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity

FOR SALE
623 SOUTH COLUMBUS STREET

Exclusively Offered for $725,000

UNDER CONTRACT
523 DUKE STREET

Exclusively Offered for $1,725,000

Representing some of Alexandria’s most distinguished homes, it is 
clear to see why Lauren is a respected and sought-after agent in the 
region. Visit LaurenBishopHomes.com to learn more.

Living, Loving,  
Listing Alexandria 

L A U R E N  B I S H O P,  R E A LT O R


