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West End residents transform 

house into jazz concert 
venue for community. 
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Public Hearing
Duke Street residents  
concerned about new  

townhouses. 
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Ride for the Missing 
arrives in Alexandria 
Bicyclists travel 400 miles in 
six days to bring attention to 
nationwide issue
BY BRENNA O’DONNELL

Alexandria’s John Carlyle Square erupt-
ed in cheers on the muggy morning of Sept. 
16. The crowd had gathered to welcome the 
Ride for the Missing, a group of more than 
40 bicyclists who had traveled all the way 

from Utica, New York to Alexandria to raise 
awareness about the plight of missing and 
exploited children. 

The riders were all volunteers passion-
ate about the cause, including family mem-
bers of missing persons, parents of former-
ly missing children and survivors of child 
abduction. The National Center for Miss-
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sets sights on City Council

GLENDA GAIL 
PARKER

Environmentalism 
at the heart of 
independent’s 
campaign 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Glenda Gail Parker 
wants to make Alexan-
dria more environmen-
tally friendly and be-
lieves serving on City 
Council is the way she 
can help achieve that 
goal.

The decision to run 
for council follows Park-
er’s move back to the 
city three years ago and 
the ensuing dismay she 
experienced upon  see-
ing that raw sewage still 
emptied into the Poto-
mac River and a small 
oil spill still existed just 
north of downtown in an 
area where people often 
fish. 

“I was appalled to find 
that some of the envi-
ronmental issues that 

existed when I lived in 
Alexandria City previ-
ously were still here,” 
Parker said. “I lived here 
for a number of years so 
that means that for 30 
years, these issues have 
been going on.”

That’s why, when the 
Independent Green party 
approached Parker and 
encouraged her to run for 
office, she said she leapt at 
the opportunity to make a 
difference. 

“I thought, ‘This is a 

SEE PARKER | 6

SEE NCMEC | 14

Glenda Gail Parker

PHOTO/TEO LANG
The riders in the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children finish their six-day, 400-mile Ride 
for the Missing in Alexandria.
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City warns of fentanyl-laced cocaine
After six people overdosed in Fair-

fax County on Tuesday morning, the 
city issued a warning of what is be-
lieved to be a deadly batch of fentan-
yl-laced cocaine that is circulating 
throughout Northern Virginia, ac-
cording to a news release.

The city advises the use of Narcan, 
a nasal spray that can help those who 
are overdosing from substances that 
contain opioids. Residents interested 
in obtaining free Narcan or fentanyl 
test strips that can be used to detect 
fentanyl-laced drugs prior to use can 

email their name and address to opi-
oids@alexandriava.gov to have these 
supplies mailed to them. The city also 
noted that anyone who administers 
Narcan to assist another person who 
is overdosing is protected from liabil-
ity by the Good Samaritan Law.

In immediately life-threatening 
situations, the city advises residents 
to call 911. People who call for help 
if they are overdosing or if someone 
else is overdosing are not subject to 
arrest or prosecution.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

APD investigates 
Landmark shooting 

The Alexandria Police 
Department is investigat-
ing a shooting that oc-
curred in the 200 block of 
South Reynolds Street on 
Tuesday, according to the 
Alexandria Police Depart-
ment. 

APD received a report 
of shots fired around 1:15 
p.m., and once at the scene, 
officers recovered evi-

dence, according to APD. 
At least one person sus-
tained non-life-threaten-
ing injuries in the incident.
-oanderson@alextimes.com

Goodwin House launches new 
Alzheimer’s awareness program

Goodwin House, a senior living 
and health care organization, cel-
ebrated World Alzheimer’s Month 
and launched a public service an-
nouncement program during an 
event held for press on Sept. 17.

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner (D-Vir-
ginia), Mayor Justin Wilson, Coun-
cilor Amy Jackson and Goodwin 
House staff spoke during the event 
to recognize the need to raise 
awareness about Alzheimer’s and 

how to fight signs of cognitive de-
cline. 

The event was held to recognize 
Northern Virginia’s broader efforts 
to become more dementia-friendly 
and to educate people about Stron-
gerMemory, a brain health curricu-
lum that is at the center of the PSA 
campaign. Goodwin House Incor-
porated President and CEO Rob 
Liebreich created StrongerMemory 
in 2011 to help his mother, Wendy, 

in her fight against cognitive de-
cline, according to a news release. 

The program, which is available 
for free, involves practicing simple 
daily tasks to help seniors engage 
their working memory. George Ma-
son University’s Cathy Tompkins is 
currently conducting a study based 
on the patients who are using the 
StrongerMemory program, accord-
ing to a news release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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City seeks community input on next phase of noise ordinance
City Council is seeking 

public input on the second 
phase of revisions for the 

city’s noise ordinance that 
would address policy issues 
associated with land use, 

noise levels and changes 
with noise sources, according 
to a news release. 

This comes after council’s 
May 15 adoption of the first 
phase of technical revisions 
to the ordinance. The ob-
jective is to finalize this re-
vision for council consider-
ation by the end of the year, 
according to the release. 

The city has released an 
online recorded presentation 
that provides background 
information on how the cur-
rent ordinance regulates and 
enforces noise issues and a 
list of 10 potential policy op-
tions. The presentation can be 
viewed at http://alexandria.
granicus.com/ViewPublisher.
php?view_id=29&coa_clip_

id=5166&coa_view_id=29. 
Businesses and residents 

can submit a feedback form 
to provide comments on the 
10 policy options discussed 
at https://www.research.
net/r/AlexandriaVA-NoiseOr-
dinanceRevision. There is a 
virtual public meeting sched-
uled on Oct. 28 to discuss the 
results of the public feedback 
form. 

City staff plan to hold a 
work session with council in 
November and present the re-
vision to council for consider-
ation and adoption in Decem-
ber, according to the release. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Shots fired in West End 
Alexandria police respond-

ed to a shots fired incident in 
the 5400 block of Richenbach-
er Avenue in the West End on 
Monday night, according to a 
tweet by the Alexandria Police 

Department. 
Evidence was recovered 

at the scene, and no injuries 
were reported, according to 
APD.
-oanderson@alextimes.com

Target Gallery presents 
“Hypotheses” 

The Target Gallery, the 
contemporary art exhibi-
tion space for the Torpedo 
Factory, is running a new 
group exhibition called “Hy-
potheses,” which is focused 
on the process of testing an 
idea and experimentation, 
according to a news release.

The exhibition spotlights 
24 artists, nine of whom are 
from the metropolitan D.C. 
area, who employ discov-
ery and intellectual systems 
as part of their practices, 
according to the release. 
Northern Virginia-based 
artist Sue Wrbican juried the 
exhibition.

Art within the exhibit 
presents a dialogue about 

“embarking outside one’s 
traditional boundaries of 
understanding – whether 
it be based in cerebral con-
cepts or experimenting with 
a new artistic technique,” 
according to the release. 

“Hypotheses” will be 
available for viewing at the 
Target Gallery, located in-
side the Torpedo Factory at 
105 N. Union St., through 
Oct. 31, 2021. It is open 
Wednesday through Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 .m. Visitors 
are required to maintain so-
cial distancing with people 
from different households 
and wear face coverings in-
doors.
-oanderson@alextimes.com
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good way to satisfy them 
and try to address these is-
sues,’” Parker said. 

Although she’s compet-
ing against a slate of six of 
Democrats, one Republican 
and another independent 
for City Council, Parker said 
running as an independent 
is “a lot easier” in a City 
Council race since party af-
filiations are not shown on 
the ballot.  

“To someone who is not 
intimately familiar, they’re 
not aware that I’m not one 
of the major parties,” Parker 
said. 

Professionally, Parker 
works as a contractor on 
government budget analy-
sis. She previously worked 
as a U.S. Air Force reservist 
intelligence officer and fi-
nancial manager for the U.S. 
Air Force’s research and de-
velopment operations. 

As a way to prepare 
for the race, Parker began 
studying city planning. She 
said this sculpted her plat-
form, which revolves around 
finding positive solutions 
to limit pollution, promote 
clean air and water and ad-
dress the energy crisis. 

One book in particu-
lar, “Walkable City” by city 
planner Jeff Speck, inspired 
Parker. In the book, Speck 
discusses methods to in-
crease bikeability and walk-
ability in cities. 

“We live in a city, so it 
just seems to be a really 
good fit to put into effect 
some of the walkable city 
rules he mentioned,” Parker 
said. 

With 12 years of experi-
ence as an election official 

and multiple campaigns un-
der her belt, Parker said she 
felt familiar enough with 
the process to give it a shot. 

However, in the past, 
the road to political office 
has proven a bit touch and 
go for Parker, who holds 

an undergraduate degree 
in business management, a 
graduate degree in business 
administration and a certif-
icate in software engineer-
ing administration.

Parker ran for a Virgin-
ia U.S. Senate seat in 2006 
and 2008; Virginia House of 
Delegates seat in 2005, 2009 
and 2011 and a U.S. House 
of Representatives seat in 
2010 and 2012, all to no 
avail. 

As a result, Parker rele-
gated her political career to 
the backburner for a while. 

“I stepped away because 
I had been involved with 
these issues for 15 years or 
more. We had a lot of suc-
cesses, but I never got elect-
ed, so I stepped away and 
was just kind of burned out, 
really,” Parker said. 

Additionally, when the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit, 
Parker said it presented 
an even larger case for her 
temporarily receding from 
the political spotlight. The 
Independent Green party 
requires petition signatures 
in order to appear on the 
ballot, which generally in-

PARKER FROM | 1

COURTESY PHOTO

We’ve made great strides 
during the pandemic 

by closing off some of the 
streets and turning parking 
spaces into outside dining; 
that’s very good so far.”

– Glenda Gail Parker,
candidate

SEE PARKER | 7

To advertise in the Times, 
email Margaret Stevens at  
mstevens@alextimes.com
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volves  canvassing and “get-
ting up close and personal” 
with people, Parker said, 
and this was not an option 
during the early days of the 
pandemic.  

But with the advent of a 
vaccine came a new wave of 
excitement and energy for 
Parker, who said the main 
goal with her campaign is 
to advocate for environ-
mental concerns that often 
get sidelined in the frenzy 
of other hot button local 
issues. Parker’s environ-
mental concerns remain fo-
cused.

“There is underway a 
correction to mitigate the 
emptying of the raw sewage 
into the Huntington Creek 
and the Potomac, so I want 
to follow through and make 
sure those actually come 
to fruition, and also the oil 
spill,” Parker said. “Those 
will be the two things I will 
be addressing.” 

Parker also emphasized 
the importance of contin-
ually increasing Alexan-
dria’s walkability and bike-
ability: “We’ve made great 
strides during the pandemic 
by closing off some of the 
streets and turning parking 
spaces into outside dining; 
that’s very good so far,” she 
said. She is also a proponent 
of rezoning properties to 
mixed-use housing so resi-

dents can walk rather than 
drive wherever they need to 
go, as well as investing in 
schools and expanding the 
light rail. 

Parker was nicknamed 
‘Gail for Rail’ after her ex-
tensive work campaigning 
for “More Trains, Less Traf-
fic” across Virginia, so it 
makes sense that she plans 
to usher that same energy 
into City Council if elected.

“I do feel that we need to 
encourage light rail in our 
cities … that connect to re-
gional rail, that connect to 
high-speed rail nationwide, 
so that’s where we were go-
ing with that,” Parker said 
of the campaign slogan. “On 
the City Council, I would be 
a proponent for expanding 
light rail whenever possi-
ble.”

Eliminating several 
Route 1 lanes would not be 
out of the question, Parker 
said, because “if you shut 
off a traffic roadway like 
that, the traffic just goes 
away [and] finds another 
way to get to work.”

According to Parker, the 
existing Metro rail system 
and parking garages mean 
there is no reason to have 
a four-lane parkway slicing 
through the city. 

“We could cut down 
those lanes, and they make 
it safer for the bikes, saf-
er for the walkers. People 
could bike to work,” Parker 

said. “It needs to be safer.”
In Parker’s view, the big-

gest issue facing Alexandria 
is translating these quality 
of life issues into funded 
solutions. 

“I believe that is where 
Alexandria City has been 
falling down,” Parker said, 
noting that one possi-
ble solution is thoroughly 
considering the long-term 
return on investments of 
newly proposed housing or 

developments. “Historical-
ly, mixed-use development 
shows the greatest long-
term return.” 

It’s the blending of her 
professional experience and 
political dedication that 
Parker said makes her stand 
out. It’s also, of course, her 
razor-sharp focus on creat-
ing an environmental haven 
for those who may be con-
sidering moving into the 
city. 

“People are looking for 
a place to live that has the 
qualities they’re looking for 
before they look for a job. 
They decide where to live, 
that it has the quality of life 
they want, and then they 
look for a job there,” Parker 
said. “So we need to make 
Alexandria city attractive 
for people, and [environ-
mentalism] is one way to do 
it.”
-oanderson@alextimes.com
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We could cut down 
those lanes, and they 

make it safer for the bikes, 
safer for the walkers. People 
could bike to work.”

– Glenda Gail Parker,
Candidate
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Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599

Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com
Watch My Film: NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

Old Town Brokerage 400 South Washington Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314  |  +1 703 310 6800
©2021 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Built by S.E. Tucker in 1855 and washed in sunlight from the east, 801 Wolfe Street has stood proudly on the corner of 
Wolfe and S. Columbus Streets since its earliest days as Hugh Fegan’s grocery store. Today, this beautifully renovated 
home boasts all the luxuries of the modern home while paying homage to its storied history. Just inside, a welcoming 
foyer with an Italian tile floor offers visitors a place to set down their bags and hang up their coats. With 11-foot-tall 
ceilings and a gas fireplace, the living room offers a gracious space to host friends. Enjoy feasts with family in the 
elegantly appointed dining room. The renovated kitchen boasts stainless steel LG and Bosch appliances. Just beyond 
the kitchen, the family room offers a comfortable place to watch a movie. Outside is a lovely private patio and off-
street parking space. Upstairs, are three bedrooms and two full bathrooms. This turnkey home, nestled in the heart of 
Alexandria’s historic Old Town neighborhood, move-in ready!

Historic Home 
Polished to Perfection
801 Wolfe Street  |  Old Town Alexandria
3 Bedrooms  |  2.5 Bathrooms  | 1 Fireplace | 1 Parking Space 
Offered for $1,125,000
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We’re all tired of COVID-19. But with new and more dangerous variants of 
the virus here in Virginia, we have to stay committed to stopping the spread. 

Please do your part by following the steps above. Find your free vaccine 
at Vaccinate.Virginia.gov or learn more by calling 1-877-VAX-IN-VA.  

We’re not finished yet.

Wear a mask 
over your nose 

and mouth

Stay at least 6 feet 
away from others

6 ft.

Avoid crowds  Find your 
free vaccine

THIS IS NOT THE TIME TO   
 LET OUR GUARD DOWN.
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Council OKs townhouses on Duke Street
Residents opposed 
project’s height and 
density
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

City Council approved a 
development special use per-
mit for the construction of six 
townhouses on Duke Street 
during a public hearing on 
Saturday, over strenuous ob-
jections from eight residents 
who spoke against the proj-
ect.

Located at 101 Duke 
St., the South Union Street 
Townhouses will include an 
attached two-car parking ga-

rage and four stories for each 
1,452 square foot home. The 
design, as proposed, includes 
brick and masonry bands and 
punched windows for the 
lower three floors and a more 
modern fourth floor with ce-
ment siding. 

The approved DSUP will 
also allow for an increase in 
floor area ratio for each town-
house.

The project was discussed 
at various Board of Architec-
tural Review meetings and a 
waterfront commission meet-
ing earlier this year. The Plan-
ning Commission approved 

the project 5-1 at its Sept. 9 
meeting, sending the permit 
to council. 

 Residents expressed op-
position to the project’s 
height, scale and potential 
parking impacts during the 
public hearing. 

Duke Street resident 
Anna Gomez-Acebo argued 
the project is inconsistent 
with the mass, height and 
style of the surrounding 
neighborhood. Gomez-Ace-
bo spearheaded a petition 
that garnered more than  150 
comments and signatures 

from residents on Duke and 
Union streets in the days 
leading up to the hearing. 

“Every single person we 
have spoken to is against 
the special use permit of 
extra density, extra height 
and double the FAR,” Go-
mez-Acebo said. “Local cit-
izens believe the character, 
the quaintness and the ap-
peal of Duke Street will be 
demolished if this project is 
approved.” 

Other neighbors made 
a case for the preservation 
of the historic district and 
incompatibility of the proj-
ect with the neighborhood. 
They also shared concerns 
that the townhouses would 
obstruct views of the Poto-
mac River and create park-
ing problems. 

Steven Peterson, who 
lives at 109 Duke Street, said 
his street already sees an 
immense amount of traffic 
almost all hours of the day 
from Waterfront Street over-
flow. He argued that the six 
proposed townhomes would 
only exacerbate this dilem-
ma and ignore long-term re-
percussions. 

“The council needs to 
take more of a worldview 

rather than just [looking at] 
six townhouses, and look 50 
years out ... you have very 
limited opportunities to 
provide parking in the fu-
ture. This is one of those and 
yet we’re taking it down,” 
Peterson said. “From a park-
ing standpoint, especially, 
the city is going in the wrong 
direction.”

Kenneth Wire, the attor-
ney for the applicant on the 
101 Duke St. project, said the 
special use permit request is 
“identical” to the majority of 
the neighboring SUPs. 

“If you live in a house, 
having someone living in a 
house next to you wouldn’t 
be fundamentally adverse to 
your use. … We’re proposing 
extremely high-end town-
houses next to extreme-
ly high-end townhouses,” 
Wire said. 

Wire argued that the pro-
posed project did not break 
any zoning laws outlined in 
city code. 

“It’s their right to object 
to [this]; it’s our right to 
push forward a project we 
think aligns with the ordi-
nance,” Wire said. 

SEE DUKE | 11

PHOTO/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
An illustrated rendering of the South Union Street townhouses.
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During the discussion pe-
riod, council went back and 
forth on the neighborhood 
compatibility argument. 
Councilor John Chapman 
highlighted the fact that the 
general area of the proposed 
townhouses is more com-
mercial than residential. For 
context, Hotel Indigo is lo-
cated  across the street. 

“The hotel was supposed 
to be an anchor for com-
mercial use; I think we are 
getting away from the op-
portunity to put commer-
cial here that’s going to be 
vibrant and be connected 
to the hotel when we had 
an anchor right here in this 
site,” Chapman said, noting 
that although residential 
use is permitted in the area, 
it would “lose a little bit of 
the character” due to the 
new project. 

Council also discussed 
the concern around poten-

tial parking impacts raised 
by neighbors but generally 
agreed the project wouldn’t 
pose any significant prob-
lems, especially in compari-
son to commercial use proj-
ects. 

According to Stephanie 
Sample, an urban planner 
for the city, the project will 
include high-quality archi-
tecture; remain consistent 
with the 2019 Green Build-
ing Policy; feature streets-
cape improvements and ad-
ditional site plantings and 
contribute to the Housing 
Trust Fund, Urban Forestry 

Fund and Public Art Fund. 
“While there are a num-

ber of benefits associated 
with the project, the most 
significant is the waterfront 
amenity contribution,” Sam-
ple said.  

This $219,750 waterfront 
contribution will go toward 
off-site improvements to 
existing and future public 
spaces in the waterfront plan 
area. It will come as either a 
monetary contribution or an 
in-kind project. 

Mayor Justin Wilson 
pointed to the zoning code, 
noting that it technically al-

lows for the Duke Street site 
to engage in “much more in-
tense” by-right uses regard-
ing the coming and going of 
traffic, including multi-family 
housing. 

“I think this is probably a 
good balance of that. Resi-
dential of this kind is proba-
bly the least intense use from 
a neighbor perspective than 
any other use,” Wilson said.

Councilor Del Pepper said 
that while she supported the 
project, she did so begrudg-
ingly and “sympathizes” with 

those who live in Old Town.
“I’m not very excited about 

this project; it’s just that on 
all the grounds I might have 
rejected it, I didn’t feel they 
were really something I could 
defend, so this was the route I 
felt at least I had to go,” Pep-
per said.

Pepper made a motion 
to approve the DSUP, which 
Vice Mayor Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Parker seconded, and 
council approved the permit 
7-0. 
-oanderson@alextimes.com

KENNETH WIREJOHN CHAPMAN
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While there are a number 
of benefits associated 

with the project, the most 
significant is the waterfront 
amenity contribution.”

– Stephanie Sample,
urban planner

WE’RE HERE!

Matthew McCarthy

Savings and service await you at your 
GEICO Local Offi  ce — right here in Alexandria! 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Homeowners, renters,and condo coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle andATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered 

service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2020. © 2020 GEICO. 20_541475041

703-236-1366  |  4617 Duke Street, Alexandria
geico.com/nova-metro  |  ¡Hablamos Español!
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Virginia Tech breaks ground on Innovation Campus
Future of North 
Potomac Yard comes 
into place alongside 
campus’ high-tech 
building
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Virginia Tech broke 
ground on the first of 
three academic buildings 
for its Innovation Cam-
pus in North Potomac Yard 
on Sept. 14. Although the 
groundbreaking was most-
ly symbolic, Virginia Tech 
representatives and city of-
ficials said it heralds things 
to come in the city’s Inno-
vation District.

The 300,000 square-foot 
structure will be one of 
three academic buildings on 
the 3.5-acre campus, which 
will provide engineering 
and computer science grad-
uate students with space to 
embark on projects in col-
laboration with corporate 
partners that will sponsor 
the projects.

“We’re excited to grow 
this campus. We’re excited 
to begin the process of ad-
dressing what we believe 
is an important need in 
the region for tech talent,” 
Lance Collins, vice presi-
dent and executive director 

of Virginia Tech’s Innova-
tion Campus, said. “[The 
groundbreaking] was noth-
ing but a thrill from my per-
spective.”

The building itself, with 
its modern, light covered 
style, will be built on the 
same sustainable, technol-
ogy-driven principles that 
will drive the campus as a 
whole. While the design is 
dazzling to look at, Collins 
said it is far more functional 
than it might first seem.

“Integrated throughout 
a portion of the windows 
are photovoltaic cells that 
will be generating electric-
ity that will be used within 
the building. Those facets 
were really an optimization 
of the electricity that will be 
produced with the solar en-
ergy,” Collins said.

Inside, the building is 
designed around fostering 
collaboration between stu-
dents, faculty and corporate 
partners with open spaces 
and state-of-the-art labs 

and classrooms. The oth-
er two academic buildings 
have yet to be designed, but 
Collins said the phased de-
velopment of the campus 
allows Virginia Tech to stay 
ahead of the technological 
curve.

“Technology is a thing 
that is moving at faster and 
faster paces – it’s accelerat-
ing – so asking the question, 
‘What’s the ideal building?’ 
six to seven years from now 
is very different from asking 
that question today,” Col-
lins said. “We’re not going 
to be overly prescriptive. 
It’s going to be a beautiful 
campus – that’s one thing 
we know because that’s a 
responsibility we have – but 
we don’t know the specif-
ics.”

According to Collins, the 
design of the first building 
changed slightly due to the 
pandemic, but the build-
ing, which is scheduled for 
completion in 2024, faced 
no significant pandem-

ic-caused delays. On the 
other hand, the pandemic 
did impact the enrollment 
of graduate students during 
the campus’ first two se-
mesters. 

The first class of gradu-
ate students began classes 
remotely during the 2020-
2021 school year, but as of 
fall 2021, students are in 
person at Virginia Tech’s 
Northern Virginia Center 
in Falls Church. The fall 
2021 cohort is more than 
190 students, almost dou-
ble the number of students 
enrolled in fall 2020. Collins 
said he expects growth to 
continue steadily over the 
next few years.

The groundbreaking 
last week is also a boon for 
Stephanie Landrum, the 
president and CEO of the 
Alexandria Economic De-
velopment Partnership. 
AEDP has been working 
to secure corporate and 

SEE TECH | 13

RENDERING/VIRGINIA TECH
The design of the first Virginia Tech Innovation Campus includes solarvoltaic cells in the windows to cap-
ture solar energy that is used for electricity in the building.
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business partners for the 
adjacent buildings on the 
campus, and with dirt final-
ly moving on the project, 
Landrum said the future of 
Potomac Yard is now a re-
ality for a lot of previously 
hesitant investors.

“It’s very different when 
you can show them a picture 
of ground with dirt moving. 
… It is a big step for Virginia 
Tech and the building, but it 
also, I think, a big step for 
our larger recruitment ef-
forts,” Landrum said.

The Innovation Campus 
found its first foundation-
al corporate partner earli-
er this year – Boeing made 
a $50 million, multi-year 
investment in the campus 
– and Landrum hopes to 
continue that trend. AE-
DP’s ultimate goal is to 
find businesses interested 
in signing leases in the ad-
ditional office space that is 
being built as part of the In-
novation Campus and larger 
Innovation District. Those 
businesses not only need 
to fit Virginia Tech’s idea of 
promising corporate part-
ners but must fit the need of 
what Alexandria is building 
in this part of the city.

Landrum said AEDP is 
looking at the degree pro-
grams offered at the Innova-
tion Campus and the job titles 
those graduates will pursue to 
identify companies that are in 
need of that talent. AEDP will 
then narrow that list of com-
panies even further by deter-
mining which are the best fit 
for Alexandria.

“We’re trying to create 
net new jobs in the entire 
region, so part of our strat-
egy is saying, ‘West coast 
companies, you’re having 
trouble hiring for these 
10 positions. Here are 750 
graduates who are going to 
be coming out of this pro-
gram. Would you consider 
a site here in Northern Vir-
ginia?’” Landrum said.

Part of what has helped 

AEDP sell the idea to busi-
nesses is the level of sup-
port from the surrounding 
community, which had in-
put into the small area plan 
that was adopted by the city.

“For Amazon and Vir-
ginia Tech one of the things 
that was very reassuring to 
them in making their choice 
was they’re not coming into 
a community where there’s 
the opposition because 
this is what the community 
wants,” Landrum said. “The 
same is true now as we’re 
talking to other companies.”

The Innovation Campus 
is a massive undertaking for 
Virginia Tech, but the proj-
ect, along with the still-un-
der-construction Potomac 
Yard Metro Station, also 
represents a significant 
evolution for the surround-
ing neighborhood. 

Collins said he hopes 
that the Innovation Cam-
pus will be an integral part 
of the Potomac Yard com-
munity. The first academic 
building is already designed 
with community engage-
ment in mind.

“It’s the kind of thing 
where if you’re walking with 
children, you might want to 
stop in and see what’s the 
latest, see what’s going on,” 
Collins said. There will be 
demos on the first floor, a 
visitor center, opportunities 
to put on virtual glasses. … 
We’re really excited about 
exciting young people about 
technology, thinking about 
careers in this space maybe 
down the road.”

All of that change comes 
with tradeoffs, like the con-
stant noise and disruption 

from construction of the 
Potomac Yard Metro, which 
had its opening delayed 
from April 2022 to fall 2022. 
Landrum, a Potomac Yard 
resident herself, said those 

drawbacks are worth it in 
the long run.

“Certainly, people com-
plain sometimes about that 
stuff, but, in general, my 
neighbors and people that 

I talk to are like, ‘This is a 
short-term pain for a long-
term gain, which is a walk-
able, mixed-use communi-
ty,’” Landrum said.         
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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LANCE COLLINS

PHOTO/VIRGINIA TECH
State, city and Virginia Tech leaders were present on Sept. 14 for the groundbreaking of Virginia Tech’s 
first academic building in Potomac Yard.
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ing and Exploited Children, 
where the riders complet-
ed their six-day, 400-mile 
journey last week, has been 
headquartered in Alexandria 
since 1999. Founded in 1984 
in Washington, D.C. after 
the high-profile abduction 
of Adam Walsh, the center is 
currently headquartered at 
333 John Carlyle St. Today, 
about 200 child advocates, 
many of whom attended the 
event, including NCMEC 
President and CEO John F. 
Clark, are employed at the 
center.

“This ride is a symbol of 
hope and courage,” Clark said. 
“These volunteers are real dif-
ference-makers in the fight to 
keep kids safe.”

NCMEC’s Ride for the Miss-
ing first began in 1995 when 
Robert Wood, father of miss-
ing child Sara Ann Wood from 
Sauquoit, New York, came up 
with the idea to ride to Wash-
ington, D.C. to raise awareness 
about his daughter’s case. 
Wood’s daughter had been 
riding her bike when she was 
abducted. At the time she was 
abducted, Sara was wearing 
teal and pink, colors reflected 
in the Ride for the Missing jer-
seys to this day. While Sara’s 
case has since been solved 
and her killer brought to jus-
tice, NCMEC still aims to bring 
awareness to missing child 
cases and spread messages of 
hope and prevention through 
this event.

“It’s all about hope. I am 
living proof that you can sur-

vive and you can thrive,” Sayeh 
Rivazfar, a  said. On her chest, 
Rivazfar wore  a photo of her 
younger sister, Sara Rivazfar, 
who did not survive their ab-
duction. “There are victims 
and survivors who don’t have 
a voice. … We’re their voice, 
strength and hope, and we’ll 
continue to fight this fight and 
never give up hope.”

“It’s inspiring out there,” 
Fred Alber, chair of the Alba-
ny branch of the ride and fa-
ther of a son who went miss-
ing at 16 and was later found 
safe, said. “All day long 
you’re laughing and crying – 
it’s just a range of emotions. 
It’s a physically exhilarat-
ing ride and it’s emotionally 
draining as well.” 

NCMEC FROM | 1
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PHOTO/TEO LANG
The bicyclists in the Ride for the Missing are family members of missing children and survivors of child 
abduction.

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street | http://thelittletheatre.com/

This Pulitzer Prize winning drama, which also won the Tony 
Award for Best Play, is set in the segregated 1950s, where we 
meet Troy Maxson, a former Negro League baseball star now 
scraping by as a sanitation worker. Fences explores the walls 
we build around ourselves and our loved ones, while also illu-
minating one family’s struggles in a racist society.

September 11 - 25, 2021

*All patrons are required to wear a mask (even if vaccinated) for the duration of the performance.
Show disclaimer: This production contains adult themes and strong language.
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The Ride for the Missing 
takes place every five years 
and makes several stops on 
the way from NCMEC’s office 
in Utica to its headquarters in 
Alexandria. At each stop, the 
volunteers take time to visit 
schools and speak about child 
safety. This year, the riders 
reached thousands of students 
with their message.

“We try to help kids under-
stand how to stay safe while 
they’re out in the community 
as well as online,” Alber said. 
“When it comes to exploita-
tion, it is immensely import-
ant that parents understand 
the dangers in the living 
room.”

According to NCMEC, the 
organization assisted law en-
forcement in 29,782 cases of 
missing children in 2020. NC-
MEC reports a recovery rate 
of 92%, however, while the 
COVID-19 pandemic affected 
every aspect of life, NCMEC 

saw a troubling trend. In the 
year 2020 alone, reports of 
the online enticement of mi-
nors skyrocketed by 97.5%. 
To combat this issue, NCMEC 
operates the CyberTipline, a 
national mechanism where 
electronic service providers 
and members of the public can 
report suspected instances of 
online enticement or abuse.

“It’s key for the public 
to understand that we are 

riding on the bikes to raise 
awareness, but we also 
need them to participate in 
helping us achieve our pur-
pose,” Rivazfar said. “If you 
see something, say some-
thing.”

One of the parents at the 
welcome event was Augusto 
Frisancho, whose three sons, 
Raymi, Amaru and Ork’o 
have been missing since Au-
gust 2010 after their moth-

er abducted them and took 
them to Slovakia.

“The most important 
thing I can say to parents is 
to be in the lives of your chil-
dren,” Frisancho said. “Don’t 
use your children as weapons 
in the fight between you and 
a spouse.” 

Frisancho carried a photo 
of his three sons from before 
they disappeared, explaining 
that family abductions are 
often misunderstood but are 
just as heartbreaking as any 
case of a missing child. Fri-
sancho said he doesn’t like 
to keep track of how old his 
sons would be today. Instead, 
he remembers them as they 
were in the photo he carried 
at the welcome event, as if 
they are still 11, 7 and 5. 

After the 40 cyclists set-
tled outside NCMEC head-
quarters on John Carlyle 
Street, Edward Suk, exec-
utive director of NCMEC’s 
New York office, spoke to the 
crowd of tired but inspired 

riders.
“We never stop looking 

for our missing children, and 
we never stop taking care of 
exploited children,” Suk said. 
“We appreciate all your hard 
work as we continue making 
our children safer.”

“One child at a time,” the 
crowd called back. 

For child safety tips and 
to learn more about how to 
help missing and exploited 
children, visit missingkids.
org. For more information 
on three local missing chil-
dren, Digna Alvarado Or-
tez, Yuan Wang and Julian 
Zacharia, visit the following 
links: 

https://www.missingk-
ids.org/poster/USVA/VA21-
0419/1/screen

https://www.missingkids.
org/poster/NCMC/855390/1/
screen

h t t p s : / / w w w . m i s s -
i n g k i d s . o r g / p o s t e r /
NCMC/1222518/1/screen 
     -bcodonnell32@gmail.com
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It’s key for the public to 
understand that we are 

riding on the bikes to raise 
awareness, but we also need 
them to participate in helping 
us achieve our purpose.”

– Sayeh Rivazfar,  
cyclist, New York State Trooper and 

survivor of a child abduction

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311



16 | SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Hotel Indigo to open parking garage to public
Council approves 
request to reduce 
parking requirements
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Residents will now be able 
to use the Hotel Indigo ga-
rage for public parking after 
City Council approved a de-
velopment special use per-
mit on Saturday that reduced 
the hotel’s overall parking 
requirements to increase its 
garage accessibility for the 
public. 

Per the request, Hotel 
Indigo is now permitted to 
open its garage for public 
parking use to eliminate the 
excess parking capacity it 
currently has in the garage. 
The hotel will be able to re-
serve spaces for hotel guests 
when demand is high and 
valet service can park in the 
garage. 

“The proposal will pro-
vide additional opportu-
nities for public parking in 
the core of the waterfront,” 
Michael Swidrak, an urban 
planner for the city, said. 
“The conditions of the ap-
proval provide flexibility 
for future management and 
operations of the garage.”

The proposal follows a 

DSUP request council orig-
inally approved in 2019 that 
allowed for slightly more 
flexibility in parking garage 
access, including parking 
in the one-level garage be-
cause of the excess capacity. 

This new approval 
amends the previous DSUP 
to allow for both the utili-
zation of the 2018 commer-
cial parking standards and 
to allow public parking and 
self-parking in the garage. 

Specifically, there are 
a total of 69 spaces in the 

parking garage, but only 24 
spaces required for 120 ho-
tel rooms as stated by the 
city’s updated parking re-
quirements. This leaves up 
to 45 spaces unused, which 
will now be available for 
public parking use with the 
DSUP. 

Swidrak said that the 
proposal complies with the 
waterfront small area plan 
by “ensuring adequate park-
ing throughout the plan 
area” and “maximizing un-
derutilized parking oppor-

tunities elsewhere in Old 
Town.”

“The proposal imple-
ments plan recommenda-
tions related to parking, 
including new parking ca-
pacity on redevelopment 
sites that should be made 
available to support the 
overflow parking needs 
of Old Town residents,” 
Swidrak said. 

During the discussion 
period, council expressed 
support for the overall pro-
posal but honed in on con-
dition 37, which stated that 
parking spaces within the 
parking garage that are re-
quired to comply with zon-
ing requirements for the 
hotel use may be made for 
public/off-site use if excess 
parking can be demonstrat-
ed. 

Vice Mayor Elizabeth 
Bennett-Parker asked for 
clarification of the timeline 
of the clause, “if excess park-
ing can be demonstrated.” 

“I think what we’re try-
ing to avoid is a situation 
where the hotel has to show 
you three months of data 
before they can then have 
those spots back,” Ben-
nett-Parker said. “We want 

that parking used 100% as 
much as possible, as quickly 
as possible.”

Mayor Justin Wilson said 
the language of the last 
clause is not mandatory and 
requires the hotel to pro-
vide unnecessary additional 
data to the city. 

“You could argue that 
[the hotel] has already 
demonstrated that excess 
parking exists – that’s why 
we’re here, that’s why the 
application is being rec-
ommended for approval by 
staff,” Wilson said. 

Hotel Indigo provided 
daily parking counts for five 
months in 2018 and 2019, 
which showed that an aver-
age of 22 to 32 spaces were 
occupied on a given day and 
parking demand seldom ex-
ceeded 50 spaces.

Ultimately, council opt-
ed to eliminate the words, 
“if excess parking can be 
demonstrated” to allow for 
flexibility. 

Councilor Mo Seifeldein 
made a motion to approve 
the amended request, with 
Bennett-Parker seconding, 
and council approved the 
motion 7-0.
-oanderson@alextimes.com

Council passes plastic bag tax
Alexandria is third in 
region to adopt 5-cent 
tax
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON 

City Council unanimously 
approved a proposed plas-
tic bag tax during its public 
hearing on Saturday. 

Effective Jan. 1, 2022, the 
5-cent tax will be added to 
single-use plastic bags at 
grocery stores, convenience 
stores and drugstores.

Retailers affected by the 
tax will retain 2 cents for ev-
ery 5 cents collected on each 
plastic bag for the first year 

of the tax. On Jan. 1, 2023, 
the amount will decrease to 
1 cent. 

“This has been a long 
time coming, something 
we’ve been talking about for 
a while,” Mayor Justin Wilson 
said. 

Council’s approval comes 
after the Virginia General 
Assembly passed a state law 
last year allowing any county 
or city in the state to impose 
a 5-cent tax on disposable 
plastic bags. 

The tax, however, does 
not apply to plastic bags in-
tended for reuse; plastic bags 

solely used to wrap, contain 
or package items like ice 
cream or meat; plastic bags 
for dry cleaning or prescrip-
tion drugs and multiple plas-
tic bags sold in packages for 
garbage, pet waste or leaf re-
moval. 

Council’s approval on Sat-
urday makes Alexandria the 
third jurisdiction in Northern 
Virginia to approve a plastic 
bag tax this month. Arling-
ton County also approved a 
plastic bag tax on Saturday 
and Fairfax County approved 
a plastic bag tax on Sept. 14. 

During public comment, 

several speakers expressed 
support for the tax, includ-
ing Michael Olex, vice chair 
of the Environmental Policy 
Commission. 

“[The tax] is effective as 
demonstrated in other com-
munities where it’s been 
implemented … and it’s in-
expensive because basically 
consumers, once they acquire 
the bags, they’re not spend-
ing their money if they use 
their reusable bags, stores 
need to purchase less bags so 
their costs can go down and 
cities and other entities are 
spending less money clean-

ing up pollution,” Olex said. 
Staff indicated that the 

city estimates an annual 
revenue of $50,000 from the 
tax. According to the state 
law, these funds may be used 
for environmental cleanup; 
providing educational pro-
grams designed to reduce 
environmental waste, mit-
igating pollution and lit-
ter and providing reusable 
bags to recipients of either 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program or the 
Women, Infants and Chil-
dren Program. 
-oanderson@alextimes.com

PHOTO/HOTEL INDIGO
Forty-five extra parking spaces will be available for public use with 
the approved development special use permit.
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CLOSE HOMETO

The house that 
music built

West End family transforms home into 
venue for jazz concert series
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Nestled at the end of a cul de sac, on a quiet 
street branching off of Taney Avenue in the West 
End is one of Alexandria’s most unique concert 
venues. It also happens to be Vaughn and Robyn 

Ambrose’s home.
What started as a one-off concert in May 2018 

after another house show fell through has become 
a growing community centerpiece known as the 
Yellow Door Concert Series, named after the Am-
broses’  bright yellow entryways. Vaughn, a saxo-
phonist, and Robyn, a classical bassist, have trans-
formed their home into an intimate jazz club that 

is as much about sparking conversations as it is 
about listening to music.

“We started the house concerts to bring our 
community together, to give [people] the opportu-
nity to experience something in their own neigh-
borhood that is unprecedented for the most part,” 

HOME 
PROFILE

SEE AMBROSE | 19

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The Japanese maple tree in front of the Ambroses’ house was painted using the same yellow hue as the front door that gives their concert series its name.



18 | SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

3-4 Level 2-Car Garage Townhomes From the Mid $600s
Future Model Home Location: 14900 Conference Center Drive, Chantilly VA 20151

JOIN OUR VIP LIST! Craft markHomes.com/RetreatAtWestfields

SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL APPOINTMENT!
Sales Manager | Lori  Windsor | (703) 507-6882 (Call or Text!) | lwindsor@craftmarkhomes.com

Brokers Warmly Welcomed. Must register and comply with policy terms.

COME HOME TO EVERYTHING
NEW TOWNHOMES 

IN CHANTILLY

NOW SELLING OFF-SITE 
BY APPOINTMENT

Craft mark’s newest Energy Star® Certifi ed 3-4-level,
2-car garage townhomes located in the heart of the IT hub. 

LIVE BETTER WITH CRAFTMARK HOMES

Embrace endless comfort with Craftmark in Fairfax County. These award-winning open-plan 
townhomes include sophisticated features that are normally optional everywhere else! Enjoy 
neighborhood amenities and walk to retail & dining. Ask about locking in your price while you save!

INSPIRE YOUR HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
• Gazebo, Pavilion, Grill & Picnic Areas • Green Spaces, Benches, & Bike Racks 
• Paved Trails, Pocket Park, & Playground • Community Pond, Boardwalk & Pier 
• Exercise & Dog Amenity Stations

LUXURY & LOCATION FOR LESS!
• Low HOA Fees Include Lawn Maintenance & Amenities • Bosch Appliances
• 11' Island & High-End Cabinets Included • 5" Plank Hardwood Main Level • Much More - Just Ask!
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Robyn said. “That communi-
ty and the ability to wrap our 
arms around those people in 
our home has been so fulfill-
ing that we’ve outgrown our 
house. We can’t bring all the 
people in here anymore.”

The Yellow Door Concert 
Series has grown steadily 
since 2018, moving from the 
Ambroses’ home and yard 
and eventually, once it be-
gan attracting upward of 60 
people per show, to a near-
by church. The success of 
these concerts is built not 
only on Vaughn and Robyn’s 
relationships with talented 
musicians but the opportu-
nity for connection between 
neighbors and musicians 
that they provide. 

Finding harmony
Vaughn and Robyn’s sto-

ry has evolved naturally and 
heartwarmingly. Music is 
what united them as a cou-
ple and a family, but now, 
through the concerts, it is 
what allowed them to unite 
their community, especially 
during the pandemic when 
people were desperate to re-
connect.

Vaughn purchased and 
moved into the house with 
his ex-wife in 2004 in order 
to get closer to the commu-
nity he worked in at the time. 
Vaughn, while still a gigging 
musician, is a music teacher. 
He started working in Alex-
andria City Public Schools 
at Francis Hammond Middle 
School in 1999 but has since 
moved to St. Stephen’s and 
St. Agnes School. Living in 
the community he worked in 
and served was another op-
portunity to further connect 
with his students, Vaughn 
said.

“Because of the relation-
ships I’d developed with the 
families, I wanted to be in 
this neighborhood. Every-
body was so cool, so sup-
portive. It just really felt like 

home,” Vaughn said.
It was only after moving 

in that Vaughn realized mu-
sic was built into the histo-
ry of the home. The house 
was originally owned by the 
timpanist for the National 
Symphony Orchestra, and 
the person who Vaughn and 
his ex-wife bought the house 
from played in a rock band, 
in addition to working as an 
undercover cop in Washing-
ton D.C.

“From what we gather, 
every family that has lived in 
this house was tied to music 
in some way, shape or form,” 
Vaughn said.

At the time Vaughn and 
his ex-wife moved into the 
house, it was, like many of the 
houses in the neighborhood, 
a rancher with one floor. As 
the family grew, expanding 

the house became a necessity 
and, in 2008, Vaughn and his 
ex-wife added a second floor 

to the home.
While the structural bones 

of the home remain large-

ly unchanged since then, 
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COURTESY PHOTO
Vaughn (center left) performs alongside other musicians during a Yellow Door Concert Series show.
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 Union 

Elegant, spacious, 19th c.  
ballroom in the heart of  

Old Town-the perfect place 
for entertaining.

571-263-9805 
bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online atVisit  
Alexandria Unique venues and 

on Wedding Wire.

Union
Square

Now accepting 
fall & winter bookings.
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Vaughn and Robyn have im-
bued the house with a com-
pletely different energy.

Robyn and Vaughn stud-
ied music together at East 
Carolina University and grew 
extremely close during those 
years. Although they went 
their separate ways after 
graduating and married their 
respective partners, Robyn 
admitted she had been in 
love with Vaughn ever since 

meeting him in college. 
After divorcing her 

ex-husband, Robyn reached 
out to Vaughn, who had re-
cently separated from his 
wife, after not having seen 
one another in 15 years. Af-
ter chatting over Skype, the 
two reconnected and began 
a relationship. Robyn and her 
daughter, Ava, moved from 
Canada to Vaughn’s Alexan-
dria home in 2013.

“For me, the experi-
ence was different because I 

knew that Vaughn had lived 
here with his former wife. 
So, moving in here was, 
‘How do we make it ours?’” 
Robyn said. “That’s the key 
because I know for Vaughn, 
[the house] feels different. 
It looks different, but it feels 
different because that’s what 
love does.”

Robyn and Vaughn initial-
ly bonded over music during 
college, and that music 

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The Ambroses painted their front and side doors yellow to give them a visual “pop,” not knowing how 
vital the color would become for their home and neighborhood.
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PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Vaughn and Robyn have surrounded themselves with photos of jazz 
legends.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 | 21 

GRAND
O P E N I N G

© Copyright 2021 Dylan. Renderings, building elevations, depictions of amenities, drawings and floor plans of the condominium and units are for marketing/illustrative purposes only and are not part of the basis of the contract between Seller (i.e., the Declarant) and Purchasers. 
They do not necessarily reflect actual dimensions and configurations. Features, finishes, and prices are subject to change without notice. Certain features are available in select units and are subject to change. The specifications, room dimensions, and features shown in the unit 
floor plan are approximate and are for marketing/illustrative purposes only. Square footage totals and room dimensions provided may not be relied upon as definitive, are subject to modifications without notice, and may differ from the actual square footage and dimensions delivered. 
Actual layout, room dimensions, window sizes and locations, and steps to grade may vary and are subject to modifications without notice. The units, as constructed, may differ somewhat from the floor plan. The actual dimensions of condominium units will be as described in the 
condominium declaration and as shown on the Condominium Plats and Plans, recorded or to be recorded among the Land Records for the City of Alexandria, Virginia. References to ‘FORTIS’ and/or ‘The Fortis Companies’ refer to The Fortis Companies LLC. The Fortis Companies 
LLC’s development affiliates build homes in Virginia and across the Washington, DC metropolitan area. Individual projects are developed by FORTIS-affiliated partners and/or entities, and all representations regarding the development, construction, or sale of any project or property 
refers to those affiliates. Dylan is being developed and sold by 2551 Main Line LLC, the “Declarant” of the condominium project. No representations regarding the development, construction or sale of any portion of the Dylan community is made by The Fortis Companies LLC or any 
FORTIS affiliate except 2551 Main Line LLC. Sales of Units in the Dylan Condominium shall be managed by The Mayhood Company, agent for 2551 Main Line LLC. Buyers should 
carefully review their purchase and sales agreement before purchasing. The condominium was registered by the Common Interest Community Board in May 2021.

S A L E S  G A L L E R Y  L O C AT I O N :  2 3 1 6  R I C H M O N D  H W Y,  A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  2 2 3 0 1
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The future has arrived in Alexandria—Dylan’s inspired new residences are now selling in the 

heart of Potomac Yard. Walkable to the new Potomac Yard Metro and next to National Landing, 

home of Amazon’s HQ2 and Virginia Tech’s Innovation Campus, Dylan celebrates Alexandria 

with luxurious condominiums and boutique amenities designed to enhance modern lifestyles. 

Don’t wait—tour today and get the best selection of floor plans and pricing.

S C H E D U L E  A N  A P P O I N T M E N T  A T  DylanVACondos.com 

N E W  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  

C O N D O M I N I U M S  I N  A L E X A N D R I A

2  B E D R O O M S  F R O M  T H E  $ 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 s

W E  I N V I T E  Y O U  T O  T O U R  
O U R  S A L E S  G A L L E R Y  A N D  M O D E L
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helped to bring them clos-
er together as they worked 
to figure out how to take a 
house full of the ghosts of 
a previous relationship and 
turn it into a home that could 
provide new memories.

“The thing that makes 
it a home for us is that mu-
sic brought us together. If it 
weren’t music, we wouldn’t 
be sitting across from one 
another,” Vaughn said.

Joyful noise
Silence is a rarity in the 

Ambroses’ home. All four of 
Vaughn and Robyn’s kids play 
music – they have formed a 
family band that occasionally 
performs in the Yellow Door 
Concert Series – and it is not 
uncommon for someone to 
be banging out a melody on 
the piano or jamming out on 
the saxophone at any hour of 

the day.
“Our house is generally 

full of music. We listen to it 
in the morning, we listen to it 
with dinner – it’s odd that it’s 
quiet right now,” Robyn said.

The decor of the Am-
broses’ house is also de-

signed entirely around mu-
sic. Jazz legends and titans 
of American popular culture 
surround the Ambrose fam-
ily in the form of vibrant 
paintings and photographs 
that highlight the history of 
America’s Black musicians. 

These paintings not only ref-
erence some of their favorite 
musicians but serve as a trib-
ute to the men and women 
who helped break down the 
barriers that would have pre-
vented Vaughn and Robyn, 
a mixed race couple, from 

getting married in the first 
place.

“All our art is influenced 
by music or individuals who 
are important to us or indi-
viduals who are important 

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The spiral staircase in the Ambroses’ living room leads to Vaughn’s 
music studio and the master bedroom.

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Vaughn’s music studio and lesson space is full of music history.
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These days many people’s homes are teeming with 
activity, with everyone in each other’s way half the 
time. Tensions are high. Tempers are short. 

Fix it with a full or partial remodel — always a good 
investment when it furthers your family’s enjoyment 
and relaxation. 

We do complete kitchen remodeling in record 
time. We don’t dawdle in your home. We are 
always Covid-safe. We’ll build a full wall of built-
ins with workstations in one day! M&M partners 
with licensed, insured general contractors who are 
consummate professionals and master carpenters. 
Please give us the opportunity to earn your business.

Food Feeds the Body
Beauty Feeds the Soul

817 S. WASHINGTON ST.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314
(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please send inquiries to 
roryc@mandmappliance.com
or call or text Rory 301-537-3515

& CABINETS
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to American culture and the 
story of diversity,” Vaughn 
said. “So, we have Emmett 
Till, we have Mohammed Ali, 
Nina Simone, Charlie Park-
er. All these people, without 
them fighting through these 
barriers, then our relation-
ship wouldn’t be able to 
exist. These were the torch-
bearers who fought for equi-
ty, so we’re surrounded by all 
those things.”

Above the mantle in the 
sun-filled but relatively un-
furnished front room is a 
large, framed photograph of 
the famous Great Day in Har-
lem. In 1958, photographer 
Art Kane brought together 57 
of the most famous jazz mu-
sicians, from Dizzy Gillespie 
to Thelonious Monk, for a 
photo opportunity in Harlem.

Vaughn and Robyn have 
also collected various musi-
cal instruments and artifacts 
to fill their home with a sense 
of play. The piano in the front 
room is a gift from the fami-
ly of one of Vaughn’s former 
students. A pamphlet in the 
living room is an original 
print from jazz legend Char-
lie “Bird” Parker’s “Charlie 
Parker with Strings” project. 
On the stairway leading off 
the entryway to the second 
floor is a pair of wooden 

seats pulled from the guts of 
an old theater.

“We just have found 
things together and pieced 
together and created this 
kind of eclectic space but this 
space that feels like authen-
tically us,” Robyn said.

Robyn’s Canadian roots 
are also laced throughout 
the home in the form of met-
al maple leaves and a small 
wooden coffee table her 
great grandfather made that 
still retains its original glass.

Outside of the vibe of 
the house, Vaughn and 
Robyn have transformed and 
changed some of the spaces 
in their house to work better 
for a family of six musicians. 
The second floor includes 
bedrooms for three of their 
children – their eldest son, 
James, lives in the basement 
– and the master bedroom. 

Vaughn and Robyn, who 
works for W.W., formerly 
Weight Watchers and plays 
in the NIH Philharmonia, 
both have their own music 
studios as well. Robyn’s is on 
the first floor and functions 
as a work-from-home office, 
while Vaughn’s is on the sec-
ond floor includes an entire 
wall covered in CDs. 

“That’s a whole lot of edu-
cation there. I could probably 
tell you every track on every 
CD and who’s on what CD,” 

Vaughn said.
The second floor studio is 

located adjacent to a wood-
en spiral staircase that leads 
to the living room, offering 
Vaughn’s students conve-
nient access to his studio/

lesson space. 
“As a kid, I always wanted 

a spiral staircase. Everybody 
watched ‘Different Strokes’ 
and they had one,” Vaughn 
said. “It’s like a dream come 
true.”

Safe haven
The Yellow Door Concert 

Series has become the cen-
terpiece of the Ambroses’ 
home and has complete-
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PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Vaughn and Robyn’s daughter, Ava, painted the logo for their Yellow 
Door Concert Series.
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ly changed how they think 
about their home in the con-
text of their neighborhood 
and community.

The concerts, which fea-
ture the Ambroses as well as 
a rotating slate of musicians 
that Robyn and Vaughn have 
come to know through the 
local music scene, took part 
in the front room up until 
recently. The concerts are 
largely based around jazz 
music, but recent shows have 
expanded into tango, classi-
cal and Brazilian music. 

The concerts even con-
tinued during the pandem-
ic, albeit in a different form. 
When indoor concerts were 
not a possibility, Vaughn 
would take his saxophone 
and sit in the driveway, play-
ing for his neighbors who sat 
on their lawns and in chairs 
sipping on wine and enjoying 
socially distanced company. 
The family also organized 
a few virtual concerts over 
Zoom using the recording 
equipment from Vaughn and 
Robyn’s studios.

Since starting the concert 
series, Vaughn and Robyn 
have formed a youth ensem-
ble and established an LLC to 
operate the concert series and 

book shows for the ensemble 
orchestra and other artists.

In a way, their house 
has become a safe hav-

en for the community. The 
long-dead Japanese maple 
tree on their lawn, which 
Vaughn and Robyn painted 
the same shade of yellow as 
their doors, is not only an 
eye-catching piece of art but 
a “beacon” for free thinkers 
and music lovers in the West 
End and beyond.

“Yeah, we’re the house 
with the yellow tree, and it’s 
giving people this beacon, 
this safe space to go,” Robyn 
said. “We’ve hosted conver-
sations in our community 
about what it’s like to be a 
person of color and a family 
of mixed race in our commu-
nity. We had 50 people out in 
the cul de sac having open 
and honest conversations 
about what that feels like be-
cause most of our neighbors 
don’t know.” 

Education, conversations 
and connection are the pil-
lars on which the Ambroses 
have built their house, but the 
walls are built with music.

“It’s something that now 
people want to be a part of. 
Because music is the thing 
that brought us together, this 
house has allowed us to bring 
that beyond just the realm of 
our family, which is really, re-
ally cool,” Robyn said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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COURTESY PHOTO
A crowd gathers in Vaughn and Robyn’s front room for the Yellow Door Concert Series.

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Robyn has a pair of upright basses in her first floor music studio, 
which also functions as a home office.

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The minimalist furnished front room also functions as the stage for 
the Ambroses’ concerts.
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PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Colorful paintings of artists like Billie Holiday and Charlie “Bird” 
Parker are placed throughout the Ambroses’ home.

We started 
the house 

concerts to 
bring our 
community 
together, 
to give 
[people] the 
opportunity 
to experience 
something 
in their own 
neighborhood 
that is 
unprecedented 
for the most 
part.”

– Robyn Ambrose,
classical bassist



Common kitchen design myths and blunders
When designing a 
kitchen, think about 
efficiency and what 
matters to you
BY RORY CALLAGHAN

Everyone has a basic un-
derstanding of kitchen de-
sign because we each know 
how we use our kitchens. But 
usually when we move into a 
house, we just put stuff away 
as fast as possible because we 
are so tired after a move-in 
– we just want the house to 
feel organized. Then we live 
there for years, maybe never 
questioning the efficiency of 
our random stowing methods 
that date back to the weari-
ness of move-in day.  

Sometimes, we come to 
understand what makes our 
kitchens better workspaces 
just by organizing items’ lo-
cations for easy use. Other 
times, we get stuck in our 
habits with a kind of blinders 
that conceals a better way.  

I’m working now on a plan 
in a woefully cluttered space. 
It’s an easy fix by my reckon-

ing, and the clients eagerly 
hired me because they want a 
great kitchen. But they are re-
luctant to change the layout 
enough to make it truly great. 

I want every step you take 
in your kitchen to be effi-
cient. Adaptability to change 
is a personal matter, but hu-
mans are highly adaptable. 
It doesn’t matter if you open 
your dishwasher with the left 
or right hand; it matters that 
the dishwasher is in the cor-
rect location in relation  to 
space and flow. You’ll learn 
to open it the reverse of 
what you’ve been doing for 
20 years and come to realize 
why it’s better in its new lo-
cation. The layout of a kitch-
en contributes to its utility, 
and that makes it yours every 
bit as much as its appearance.  

There are no “golden 
rules” that must be followed 
– every space is as unique as 
our tastes – but let me de-
bunk some of the most com-
mon kitchen design trends.

The sink must be centered 
on the window. Placing a sink 

directly under a window was 
the norm for decades because 
without a dishwasher, kitch-
en clean up was a long and 
tedious affair. The window 
provided some respite from 
that boredom. But if you are 
open-minded about improv-
ing functionality by modify-
ing design, place your sink 
where it belongs in a sensible 
plan, not where a window ex-
ists. It will improve cooking 
efficiency, and the floor will 
catch less fallen food because 
you’re no longer swinging 
pans and cutting boards 
across the aisle.  

A corner Lazy Susan is 
a required cabinet. Corner 
Lazy Susan cabinets waste a 
lot of space. I use them only 
in large kitchens where es-
sential requirements have 
already been met. You can 
ruin a kitchen by insisting on 
a Lazy Susan, and carousel 
cabinets can give you shelf 
space totaling half the foot-
print space of Lazy Susan 
cabinets. Eight square feet of 
box delivers four square feet 

of storage – You have better 
ways to use your money and 
your space.

A huge pantry is a must. 
Big pantry cabinets require 
roll-out shelves and some-
times even more sophisticat-
ed methods to bring the con-

tents forward where they are 
convenient to grab. They are 
great, but they require a lot 
of space and the hardware is 
pricey. I like wall depth pan-
tries where they work. They 
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PHOTO/RORY CALLAGHAN
An island creates a galley kitchen just as if there was a wall separating the space.

The layout of a kitchen 
contributes to its utility, 

and that makes it yours every 
bit as much as its appearance.”
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703 684 7702 
techpainting.com 

Thinking of sprucing up your home’s 
interior this year? 

Call us for a FREE estimate, and take 
advantage of our winter discount for 
interior painting performed between 
December 2021 and February 2022! 

(Don’t delay! Our calendar is filling up fast!) 



HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE
Address: 601 and 
607 Oronoco St.
Neighborhood: Old Town
Price: $5,995,000
Bedrooms: 6
Bathrooms: 4 full, 2 half
Year built: 1795
Contact: Lauren Bishop 
202-361-5079
McEnearney Associates 
Realtors
Old Town
lbishop@mcenearney.com 
www.laurenbishophomes.com

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: The Potts-Fitzhugh House sits on a half acre double lot in Old Town.
Middle left: Historic period details, light and open spaces exist through the home.
Middle right: The main floor includes a great room, dining room and gourmet kitchen.
Right: Outside, the home features a garden, patio, trees and lush grounds.
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Old Town elegance in the Potts-Fitzhugh House

A rare offering, the Potts-Fitzhugh 
House resides on a half-acre double lot 
in the heart of Old Town. 

The grand entrance greets visitors 
to a storybook foyer with magnificent 
architecture juxtaposed with historic 
period details and natural light creating 
both a majestic yet warm scene. Beyond 
the entry, the main level offers ideal 
settings for entertaining with an over-

sized great room, stately dining room 
and gourmet kitchen. Designed with 
traditional elegance, this estate is light, 
bright and open throughout. 

The expansive primary suite is the 
perfect escape that boasts a custom 
dressing room and spa bath with dual 
vanities and a soaking tub. The home 
features five additional bedrooms and 
four additional bathrooms. 

Outside the home is the verdant gar-
den, with patios, trees and lush grounds. 
Just through the garden is the bonus, de-
tached two-car garage and studio space. 

Significant renovations and profes-
sional restorations over the years have 
been completed with great attention to 
detail. Walk along Oronoco Street’s tree-
lined red brick sidewalk to the waterfront, 
restaurants, shops and entertainment. 

are low tech, easy to access 
and cost-efficient. Some-
times a side-opening pantry 
on the end of a refrigerator is 
the perfect place to add food 
storage in a small space. 

Hide a microwave for a 
better appearance.  I under-
stand why people want to 
hide their microwaves, but 
you should do that only if 
you rarely use it. In our house 
we use the microwave from 
morning to evening for ev-
erything from heating up cat 
food for my kitty’s breakfast 
to warming milk for coffee 

so we’re not chilling the cof-
fee we pour ourselves with 
cold milk. The point is: Own 
your lifestyle. If you use your 
microwave every day, then 
don’t hide it. Put it at a con-
venient level in an open cub-
bie. Do children use it? That 
affects location too. Plan ac-
cordingly. 

All appliances must be 
matching brands. Miele 
makes arguably the best 
dishwasher. Liebherr does 
the same for refrigerators. 
Almost all microwaves are 
made by Sharp. Few range 
manufacturers make their 
own range hood. When 

you’re shopping for best 
performance appliances at 
each specified task, you will 
end up with a mix of brands. 
If you must have them all 
match for style reasons that 
are important to you, expect 
compromised performance 
and even additional cost for 
an inferior product to get the 
matching name badge. This 
is a personal matter, so do 
what’s best for you.  

I don’t need two sinks. If 
your kitchen is large enough, 
consider two sinks. These are 
relatively inexpensive appli-
ances that add lots of con-
venience to food prep and 

clean-up. The smaller sink 
becomes the prep sink and 
is located near the cooktop. 
The big sink is dedicated for 
clean up, and it’s flanked by a 
dishwasher and a twin trash 
cabinet. Better yet, put a sec-
ond dishwasher next to your 
prep sink too. 

“Fancy” means lots of 
architectural elements like 
turnings, corbels and mold-
ings. Tastes have become 
simpler than in the past. I 
rarely have clients asking for 
a formal look anymore. They 
want either Shaker or con-
temporary slab doors. Simple 
does not mean inelegant, by 

any measure. In plain slab 
door cabinets, the materials 
become the star, not the mill-
work. A plain door made from 
figured wood is gorgeous. Get 
a type of wood that is special 
because it adds only hun-
dreds, not thousands, to the 
cost, and yet it provides a sig-
nificant visual impact.

Food feeds the body. 
Beauty feeds the soul.  

The writer is kitchen planning 
director at M&M Appliance and 

Cabinets on South Washing-
ton Street. For questions about 

kitchens, cooking or anything ex-
istential, contact Rory Callaghan 
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The art of protest 
Politics, passion and 
paint opened creative 
outlets for women
BY GAYLE CONVERSE  

AND PAT MILLER

Two hundred years ago, an 
American woman’s creative 
expression had to be pretty 
and practical. Restricted by 
society, women possessed few 
materials, little formal educa-
tion and insufficient time for 
artistic pursuits. Women’s art 
included needlepoint, quilt-
ing and silhouettes. Many felt 
compelled to use a male mon-
iker to create a painting or au-
thor a book. 

A little more than 100 
years ago, prospects expand-
ed for women artists, concur-
rent with the expansion of the 
suffrage movement.

The importance of gain-
ing the vote motivated some 
suffragists to become political 
cartoonists – an occupation 
seen as acerbic and unfemi-
nine. Nina Allender had stud-
ied painting at the Corcoran 
School of Art in Washington, 
D.C., now called the Renwick 
Gallery. In 1913, seven years 
before passage of the 19th 
Amendment, the National 
Woman’s Party hired Allender 
as its official artist. She illus-
trated young suffragists in 

her popular cartoons, but Al-
lender’s works were not with-
out fault. When her drawings 
appeared in weekly issues of 
the NWP’s “The Suffragist” 
and “Equal Rights,” all of the 
activists depicted were white, 
omitting women of color in 
the depiction of the suffrage 
movement. In 2020, Allen-
der’s collection of more than 
150 cartoons was installed at 
the Library of Congress.

In nearby Alexandria, one 
of the youngest NWP mem-
bers and suffragist prisoners 
freed in 1917 from the bru-
tality of the Occoquan Work-
house was an art student. 
Kate Heffelfinger of Pennsyl-
vania appeared at the hear-
ing in the third-floor federal 
courtroom on South St. Asaph 
Street swaddled in blankets 
and weak from workhouse 
beatings and hunger. 

An increasing number 
of women are enrolled in 
art schools today. Although 
unequal pay and atten-
tion persist, women express 
themselves politically and 
creatively through a variety of 
mediums and arts leadership 
roles in the 21st century. More 
museums, galleries, theatres, 
concert halls and libraries fos-
ter works of art by women. 

The arts often take a back 

burner as humanitarian and 
economic issues arise, yet 
they are still crucial to the 
fabric of our city and nation. 
Following the attacks on Sept. 
11, 2001, the arts “provided 
outlets for healing and recov-
ery … work that strengthens 
memory, sparks dialogue, and 
builds empathy … that help us 
better understand the context 
and impact of these events, 
and their personal, national, 
and global significance,” ac-
cording to the National En-
dowment for the Arts.

Today, Alexandria can cel-
ebrate women who have kept 
the arts alive during disasters, 
economic downturns and the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In our 
city, women comprise major-
ity membership on many arts 
organizations and commis-
sions, own and direct arts-re-
lated businesses and lead and 
educate in all mediums.

Due to the efforts of pro-
fessional artists Marian Van 
Landingham and Marge Al-
derson, the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center has been home 
to one of the nation’s largest 
collections of publicly acces-
sible working-artist studios 
under one roof. They spear-
headed the 1973 campaign to 
convert what was once a U.S. 
naval torpedo station into a 

world-renowned arts hub.
Bringing live theatre to 

Alexandria with more than 
100 main-stage productions 
since 1984, and now serving 
as the producing artistic di-
rector of MetroStage, Car-
olyn Griffin is working to 
offer even more performing 
arts opportunities to the re-
gion when MetroStage at the 
Venue opens to anchor the 
Old Town North Arts District 
in early 2022.

Possessing an extensive 
background in the arts, his-
tory, culture and law, Presi-
dent and CEO of Visit Alex-
andria Patricia Washington 
promotes and amplifies the 
local arts community to re-
gional and national audienc-

es. 
The most recent Arts and 

Economic Prosperity study 
conducted by Americans for 
the Arts revealed that the 
arts and culture industry in 
Alexandria supports 2,628 
full-time equivalent job and 
provides $7.5 million in local 
and state government reve-
nue.

We can thank Alexan-
dria’s women in the arts for 
much of that. Pretty and 
practical, indeed.

The writers are found-
ers of Alexandria Celebrates 

Women, a nonprofit that 
highlights influential women 
throughout the city’s history. 

Contact them at AlexandriaCel-
ebratesWomen@gmail.com.
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WOMEN-LED ARTS 
ORGANIZATIONS

Art on the Avenue: Oct. 2, 
2021, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
along Mount Vernon Avenue 
in Del Ray, https://www.
artontheavenue.org/
Metro Stage at the Venue: 
Opening early 2022, 915 
N. Fairfax St., https://www.
metrostage.org/what-we-do
Torpedo Factory Arts Center: 
105 N. Union St., Alexandria, 
Wednesday through Sunday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., https://
torpedofactory.org/
Visit Alexandria: https://
www.visitalexandriava.com

IMAGE/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
Official NWP artist Nina Allender 
cartoon depicting a woman po-
litical candidate “throwing [her] 
hat in the ring.”
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Goldilocks and the three pricing strategies
Finding the right price 
for your home is a 
collaborative process
BY ELIZABETH LUCCHESI

Once upon a time, a little 
blonde girl used trial and er-
ror to find a bowl of porridge, 
a rocking chair and a bed that 
was just right for her. Let’s 
hear it for Goldilocks. She 
made it look simple – the act 
of weeding out “less than” 
choices to land on a perfectly 
suited solution to her various 
challenges.

Goldilocks mastered the 
art of finding “just-right” solu-
tions, and today’s home sellers 
could learn a thing or two from 
her. Goldilocks knows what 
houses sell and what houses 
don’t. Goldilocks is what we 
call “discerning.”

Pricing a house can be 
boiled down to three strategies 
that ring true in bull and bear 
markets. The fundamentals 

are quite simple. The cutest 
kitty in the litter for the right 
price will get a great offer. In 
other words, when the sales 
price of a home matches its 

condition, even in a slightly 
less rapid-paced environment, 
that home will likely sell at list 
price and satisfy all the terms 
and conditions outlined by the 
seller. Imagine Goldilocks is in-
terested in three homes, each 
priced using one of the strate-
gies below. Let’s discover which 
one is priced just right for her.

Aspirational pricing
Aspirational sellers set 

their pricing using arbitrary 
sales activity on their street, 
condominium community, 
submarket or zip code. The 
pitfall of this approach is that 
it ignores their home’s actu-
al condition and can lead to 
pricing above market value. 
An aspirational seller may lose 
Goldilocks’ attention with the 
high-water mark pricing. As-
pirational sellers can expect 
their home to be on the market 
longer than average and likely 
sell for less than list price.

Fair market pricing
Though this strategy 

sounds squared away and sim-
ple to calculate, it doesn’t de-

fine a formula for determining 
the market value of a home. 
Market trends, buyer and sell-
er terms and the involved par-
ties’ desire to buy or sell all 
impact the fair market value of 
a home. This means fair mar-
ket value is not always syn-
onymous with what a home is 
worth. From 2019 to mid 2021, 
this strategy hit the mark and 
we witnessed fairy tale-like 
appreciation with every house 
sold. Goldilocks submitted an 
offer for one or two of these 
homes, but it wasn’t as com-
petitive as the others, and she 
lost out. She is a little down on 
the process.

Just-right price
The “just-right” price for 

a home is one that ensures it 
will sell without lagging. Sell-
ers, guided by the insight of a 
great realtor, will use “comps,” 
industry shorthand for sales 
data on similar homes near 
yours which were recently 
listed and/or sold, and other 
relevant market trends to de-
termine the “just-right” price 
that will have buyers chomp-

ing at the bit. Just-right prices 
tend to be a smidge under fair 
market value – one that dis-
rupts the market and captures 
buyers’ attention.

The bottom line
Properly pricing a listing is 

no fairy tale. This process is a 
collaboration between sell-
ers and their realtors working 
arm in arm in the service of 
the seller’s goals. Pricing is not 
playing online target practice 
with these automatic valua-
tion models, leaving 8 to 13% 
of the sales price on the table 
in the process. It’s real-life, re-
al-time pricing.

Buyers are watching, and 
they continue to become ex-
perientially educated. They’re 
still eager to lock into low 
interest rates. Though, they 
are indeed fatigued by losing 
out on offers or even hearing 
about others who have lost or 
paid tens of thousands of dol-
lars over list price, waiving all 
contingencies.

The right listing agent 
should be able to consume and 
interpret marketplace data 
to meet their sellers’ needs. 
The right listing agent should 
guide you to the settlement 
table without sacrificing your 
bottom line.

The writer is the founder 
of the LizLuke Team of Long 
& Foster Real Estate. She is 

also a buyer and seller agent.

PHOTO/BTW IMAGES
Finding the right price strategy for your home is often based on using comps, sales data on similar 
homes near yours which recently sold or were listed.

ELIZABETH
LUCCHESI

REAL 
TALK
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TALK
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SEPTEMBER 24

TELL ME YOUR NAME Join Carlyle 
House Historic Park staff for a tour 
focusing on the experiences of the 
enslaved community at Carlyle House 
and the family’s plantations. The 
guided tour will explore the historical 
context of slavery in 18th century Alex-
andria and the importance of ongoing 
research efforts to connect with de-
scendants. Reservations are required 
as space is limited. All COVID-proce-
dures will be in place during this tour
Time: 5 p.m.
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: https://anc.apm.ac-
tivecommunities.com/novaparks/
activity/search?onlineSiteId=0&lo-
cale=en-US&activity_select_
param=2&viewMode=list

AUGUST WILSON’S “FENCES” This 
Pulitzer Prize winning drama, which 
also won the Tony Award for Best Play, 
is set in the segregated 1950s, where 
the audience meets Troy Maxson, a 
former Negro League baseball star 
now scraping by as a sanitation work-
er. “Fences” explores the walls people 
build around themselves and their 
loved ones, while also illuminating one 
family’s struggles in a racist society. 
The Little Theatre of Alexandria’s per-
formance of “Fences” is directed by El-
eanore Tapscott and produced by Rus-
sell M. Wyland. Shows are available on 
Sept. 24 and 25.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Little Theatre of Alexandria, 
600 Wolfe St.
Information: http://thelittletheatre.
com/

A SPANISH SEPTEMBER: AN EVENING 
OF FLAMENCO AND MOROCCAN MUSIC 
Don some finery for Classical Move-
ments’ elegant and festive season 
opening, infused with the distinctive 
music of Andalusia and Morocco. 
Dance returns to the Secret Garden, 
as the fiery rhythms and passionate 
melodies of flamenco take listeners on 
a musical journey to Southern Spain, 
then across the Strait of Gibraltar to 
Morocco for a fusion with Arabic musi-
cal traditions. After the performance, 
join Classical Movements for a 30-min-
ute celebratory toast to the beginning 
of the season.
Time: 5 to 6 p.m.
Location: The Rectory on Princess 
Street, 711 Princess St.
Information: https://www.classi-
calmovements.com/secretgardencon-
certs/

ALEXANDRIA GHOST TOUR PUB 
CRAWL Starting in September, expe-
rience a haunting mixture of ghostly 
sights and pub crawling on this walk-
ing tour of historic Old Town. Listen to 
creepy stories of ghosts and local his-
tory. A costumed guide will take attend-
ees in and out of several haunted pubs 
and other locations in Old Town. Hear 
about murder, death and tragic love 
stories while walking along historical 

streets. Tours last about two hours, cov-
er approximately one mile and include 
plenty of time to calm the nerves with a 
few strong spirits along the way. Attend-
ees must be 21 orlder for this tour.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Tours start at city hall, 301 
King St.
Information: https://nightlyspirits.
com/old-town-tours/

SEPTEMBER 25

CLASSIC CAR SHOW Stop by the park-
ing lot of the Alexandria History Muse-
um for a classic car show featuring a 
variety of Packards and other “orphan” 
vehicles, or vehicles that are no longer 
manufactured.
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: 201 S. Washington St.
Information: https://apps.alexan-
driava.gov/Calendar/Detail.aspx?-
si=37778

79TH HISTORIC HOMES TOUR: “GAR-
DEN GLIMPSES” The TWIG’s 79th His-
toric Homes Tour, “Garden Glimpses,” 
will include 14 addresses located in 
the southeast quadrant of Old Town, 
the majority of which are new to the 
tour. The tour will include gardens and 
backyard areas, with docents narrating 
information about the property. Tour 
maps can be picked up the morning 
of the event at the Alexandria Visitor 
Center, TWIG Thrift Shop, Boxwood and 
Old Presbyterian Meeting House. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Throughout Old Town
Information: https://www.thetwig.org/
Homes-Tour/

HOLLIN HILLS HOUSE AND GARDEN 
TOUR Discover examples of mid-cen-
tury modern architecture, landscaping 
and interior design on this self-guided 
walking tour. Attendees will be able 
to participate in special activities 
throughout the day such as morning 
yoga and a furniture showcase. Tickets 
start at $50 per person. 
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Location: 2310 Nordock Pl.
Information: https://www.visitalexan-
driava.com/event/hollin-hills-house-
%2b-garden-tour/18237/

SEPTEMBER 28

CENTENARIAN CELEBRATION The City 
of Alexandria and the Successful Aging 
Committee will honor Alexandrians 
who have lived a century or longer. A 
slideshow at the City Council meeting 
will recognize residents who will be 
100 years old or older by Dec. 31.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: 301 King St.
Information: https://apps.alexan-
driava.gov/Calendar/Detail.aspx?-
si=37555

SEPTEMBER 30

TASTE OF OLD TOWN NORTH The Old 
Town North Community Partnership 
will host the 2021 annual Taste of Old 

Town North with wellness demonstra-
tions, shopping at the Thursday farm-
ers market and Art in the Park. Enjoy 
food and wine tastings with local ven-
dors and a concert at the Montgomery 
Park gazebo at this free, kid-friendly 
and dog-friendly event. 
Time: 4 to 8 p.m.
Location: 901 N. Royal St. 
Information: https://www.visitalexan-
driava.com/event/taste-of-old-town-
north/18280/

OCTOBER 1

DOGTOBER FEST IN OLD TOWN NORTH 
From Oct. 1 through Oct. 31, Old Town 
North is going to the dogs with events 
sure to please four-legged friends and 
their two-legged companions. From 
Paw and Palm reading at the Thursday 
Farmers Market, puppy pub crawls 
and trick-or-treating at the Thursday 
Market, there is much spooky fun to 
be had.
Time: Varies
Location: Old Town North
Information: https://oldtownnorth.
org/

OCTOBER 2

26TH ANNUAL ART ON THE AVENUE 
Art on the Avenue is a multicultural 
festival held the first Saturday in Oc-
tober, rain or shine. Stroll down Del 
Ray’s Mount Vernon Avenue between 
Bellefonte and Hume Avenues and 
discover more than 300 artists, from 
jewelers to glass makers to painters, 
while enjoying a variety of musicians 
and food vendors. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Avenue
Information: https://www.artontheav-
enue.org/

TEDXORONOCOBAYPARK The second 
annual TEDxOronocoBayPark event 
will highlight local and national voices 
under the theme of “Ripples,” which 
is an illustration of the compounding 
effects of actions in an ever-changing 
world. Independently organized and 
licensed by TED, the event will include 
several speakers and a meet-and-
greet reception with both the speak-
ers and larger TEDxOronocoBayPark 
network. Heavy hors d’oeurves and 
open bar are included with admission 
to the talks. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 5380 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: https://www.tedxorono-
cobaypark.com/event-faqs

ASO PRESENTS: BEETHOVEN’S FIFTH 
AND RHAPSODY The ASO’s 2021-
2022 season launches with two giants 
from the symphonic repertoire: Bee-
thoven’s “Fifth Symphony” and Gersh-
win’s “Rhapsody in Blue.” Described 
as a “compelling, sparkling virtuoso,” 
Michelle Cann will grace the ASO stage 
with Gershwin’s “Rhapsody.” The con-
cert also features Copland’s inspired 
“Fanfare for the Common Man” and 
“Umoja” by Valerie Coleman, recently 

commissioned by the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. The concert will be present-
ed with no intermission. Masks are 
required, and all attendees must be 
vaccinated. Performances will occur on 
Oct. 2 and 3.
Time: Saturday from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m.; Sunday from 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Northern Virginia Communi-
ty College, 4915 E. Campus Drive
Information: https://alexsym.org/per-
formance/beethovenninth/

CIVIL WAR ARTILLERY DAY Learn 
about the role and equipment of Civil 
War artillerymen in the Defenses of 
Washington. This free living-histo-
ry program will appeal to Civil War 
enthusiasts of all ages. The event 
is weather-dependent. The program 
features reenactors from the 1st Con-
necticut Heavy Artillery, a Union regi-
ment that was stationed at Fort Ward 
during the Civil War. The unit will 
interpret the duties and life of typical 
artillerymen assigned to forts in the 
Washington D.C. area. Activities will 
include cannon firing demonstrations 
in the restored Northwest bastion of 
the fort, artillery equipment displays, 
interpretive talks and camp life sce-
narios.
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: https://apps.alexan-
driava.gov/Calendar/Detail.aspx?-
si=37933

OCTOBER 8

FALL WINE FESTIVAL AND SUNSET 
TOUR Celebrate the kickoff to the 
Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association’s 
most popular event of the year. This 
three-day event features unlimited 
samples from Virginia’s finest winer-
ies, fruit and cheese boxes and views 
overlooking the Potomac River from 
Mount Vernon’s east lawn. Tickets 
start at $43 for members and $53 for 
non-members. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon Memo-
rial Highway 
Information: https://www.visitalexan-
driava.com/event/fall-wine-festival-
%26-sunset-tour/9764/

OCTOBER 13

SARMIENTO’S TREPIDATIONS IN 
WASHINGTON Celebrate National 
Hispanic Heritage Month with an infor-
mative presentation on Latin American 
statesman Faustino Domingo Sarmien-
to. The presentation, to be delivered by 
Santa Clara University Sociology De-
partment Chair Dr. Enrique Pumar, will 
discuss what brought Sarmiento to the 
United States, his stay in the nation’s 
capital and his observations about 
American democracy. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Informataion: http://apps.alexan-
driava.gov/Calendar/Detail.aspx?-
si=37935 
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“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

Wilson owns the flooding mess
To the editor:

When considering purchasing a house 
in Rosemont in 2015, I visited the engi-
neering office at city hall. I was shown 
maps of the stormwater drain system, 
including the drawings for the two large 
conduits in Rosemont: Timber Branch 
and Hooffs Run. The staff described the 
city’s operations and maintenance plan 
for regular inspection and clean out of 
Rosemont’s conduits and other conduits 
throughout the City of Alexandria.

An inspection of Holmes Run had just 
been completed. The Timber Branch and 
Hooffs Run conduits were scheduled for 
near-term inspections. The stormwater 
tax on our real estate tax bill paid for the 
inspections and cleanings. This system 
had worked well for decades.

The city’s flood maps showed the 
flood risk in Rosemont as low based 
on this history. Long-time residents of 
Rosemont confirmed this, describing 
only two incidents of flooding, Hurricane 
Agnes and once when the entrance to the 
conduit was blocked by a fallen tree. The 
system had withstood other major hur-
ricanes and many large rain events. We 
trusted the city’s information and pur-

chased our house. 
Then in July 2019, the first massive 

flood hit Alexandria, inundating Rose-
mont. Two more floods followed in 2020 
with no response from the administra-
tion of Mayor Justin Wilson. A frustrated 
resident entered the Hooffs Run conduit 
and posted photos on Facebook of areas 
with blockages of more than 40%!

The resident also posted city photos 
taken in 2012 and 2015 showing the con-
duit mostly clear with a small increase of 
debris in 2015. I am not aware of any re-
sponse to these photos from the city. Had 
the inspection and clean-out procedures 
been suspended? 

The one action Wilson’s administra-
tion did take was to double the stormwa-
ter tax. With second and third floods in 
the summer of 2020, our anger was too 
much for Wilson to continue to ignore. 
An inspection was done, and the massive 
blockages were confirmed. Contractors 
were hired to clean out the conduits last 
fall. Although I realized we may be facing 
greater rain events, I believed that the 
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The city taketh away, and  
the city sort of giveth

No one was surprised when City Council approved a six-town-
home redevelopment project at the corner of Duke and South Union 
streets at Saturday’s public hearing.

The project, which received significant height and floor area ratio 
waivers in the development special use permit granted by council, 
will replace the current Solo parking garage. And there’s the second 
part of the problem: That Solo garage currently provides 72 parking 
spaces on three levels.

It’s increasingly difficult for residents and visitors alike to find 
parking within blocks of Alexandria’s waterfront. The very proximity 
to the Potomac River that makes Old Town a desirable location in 
which to live and visit is leading council to continue to approve in-
appropriately dense new developments – even on tiny parcels of land 
– that both increase population and eliminate parking.

The combination  of many more people and less parking is simply 
untenable.

Council sort of compensated for this decision by voting on Sat-
urday to also allow the Hotel Indigo to rent out up to 45 spaces in 
its garage to the public. When the hotel was built, it was not allowed 
to let the public utilize these spaces. But as the garage has been un-
derutilized by hotel guests, council has now reversed that restriction.

That’s a good thing, though “up to” 45 spaces does not replace the 
72 lost parking spots in the Solo garage, many of which were leased 
by nearby residents who lacked off-street parking. Residents are con-
cerned that even if Hotel Indigo makes these spaces available on a 
monthly rather than daily basis, the cost difference may prohibit 
them from being a viable replacement.

If that’s the case, where will these residents park? Judging by 
council’s unanimous vote to allow the Solo garage to be torn down, it 
doesn’t appear anyone in our city government cares.

Organizations that make a difference
There are dozens of national nonprofits and associations in Al-

exandria. These organizations utilize Alexandria’s proximity to our 
country’s seat of government to advocate for their members and 
causes through meetings with lawmakers and regulators.

There are so many of these organizations that Alexandria has 
been called “Association City.” Some of the organizations are familiar 
names, such as the National Sheriff’s Association. Others are less fa-
miliar, such as the Helicopter Association International.

While Alexandria’s associations and national nonprofits for the most 
part fly under the radar, many also quietly make a difference in our city. 
Some seek out local nonprofit organizations to support financially. Some 
encourage employees to help in the city’s volunteer efforts. Other asso-
ciations use our city as a backdrop to highlight national issues.

This happened on Sept. 16, when the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children celebrated the end of its Ride for the Missing 
near its headquarters in John Carlyle Square. Cyclists had traveled 
400 miles, from Utica, New York to Alexandria, to draw attention to 
the plight of missing and exploited children. For the full story, see 
page 1, “Ride for the Missing arrives in Alexandria.”

Alexandria is rightly known as a caring and philanthropic city. 
That spirit of giving back resides not just in our neighborhoods and 
local organizations, but also in the national associations and non-
profits that choose to use Alexandria as their base.

Friday night lights at Alexandria City High School on Sept. 17, as 
the Titans hosted the first home football game at Parker-Gray stadi-

um since the facility was renovated and lights were added.

PHOTO/JOHN PORTER
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We’re back – to school, that is
BY JOHN PORTER

In the past few weeks, students across 
the nation have returned to school. For 
many, the return to in-person learning is 
a welcome change after spending all or 
much of the past academic year in the 
world of virtual learning.

While both thanks and 
commendations go to edu-
cators across the country for 
the tremendous work they 
have done since March 2020 
in adapting and quickly tran-
sitioning to a totally different 
style of teaching, it is good to 
have students back to class 
in-person. And while the 
global pandemic continues to impact 
us all, with proper precautions I hope  
that communities countrywide will be 
able to continue in-person learning for 
their students.

Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege is one of the local institutions 
that adapted quickly to the spread of 
COVID-19 last year, but has recently re-
opened its doors to the more traditional 
in-person approach to providing instruc-
tion. While many institutions of higher 
learning across the country experienced a 
downturn in enrollment during the initial 
stages of the pandemic, NOVA was fortu-
nate to record an increase in the number 
of students continuing their education.

Much of this success was, as noted 
above, due to the college’s extensive 
experience in offering quality distance 
education and the flexibility and in-
novation of NOVA’s faculty and staff in 
transitioning to expanded virtual learn-
ing opportunities, and in connecting 
with students to keep them on track in 
their educational pursuits.

With the onset of the current school 
year, the college has continued to pro-
vide the flexibility necessary to keep 
students involved and continuing their 
education. As the academic year opens, 
it is interesting to note that NOVA’s en-
rollment in credit-bearing classes is up 
2.2% even though some students have 
found it necessary to lessen their course 
loads somewhat for the fall term to pur-
sue employment opportunities or take 
care of other pressing needs. 

As interesting, if not more so is that 

while 41% of current students have de-
cided to return to in-person instruction 
on campuses throughout Northern Vir-
ginia, 39% have opted to continue the 
Zoom instruction option provided by the 
college – an option that was not available 
prior to the pandemic. The remaining 

20% of students are continu-
ing their studies through NOVA 
Online, an option that has been 
available in various formats for 
years at the college.

The ability of the college to 
provide these diverse options 
allows many students to mix 
online and in-person courses 
to fill their schedules while 
avoiding excessive time spent 

traveling between campuses, keeping 
their jobs, managing family responsi-
bilities and graduating on time.

Historically, community college 
enrollment has been tied directly to 
the economy. As the economy slows, 
enrollment grows as students seek to 
enhance their job skills or increase 
their educational standing. Converse-
ly, as the economy grows – which it 
currently is – enrollment tends to 
decrease. The role of the communi-
ty college varies as these patterns 
ebb and flow. The ability of NOVA’s 
leadership to foresee these trends 
and adapt both course offerings and 
modes of delivering instruction, the 
better for the college, the community 
and, most importantly, the students – 
it is a true win-win-win.

We are blessed to have such a viable 
community college system in the Com-
monwealth and a particularly strong, 
vibrant and adaptable college in North-
ern Virginia. Since 1965, NOVA has been 
an educational leader in the region and 
throughout Virginia. With current lead-
ership and the tremendous teaching and 
support staff, NOVA will continue to be a 
major force in the educational develop-
ment of students for years to come and 
we will all be better for it.

The writer is the former principal of 
T.C. Williams High School, now called 

Alexandria City High School, from 1984 to 
2006. He currently serves as Alexandria’s 

representative to the Northern 
Virginia Community College Board.

ACPS leaders talk, but 
don’t walk the walk

clean-outs would help lessen the 
impact. 

Last month, on Aug. 14 to 15, 
the most severe flood of all hit 
those along the Timber Branch 
conduit. The Hooffs Run neigh-
borhood, after its clean-out, was 
not as severely impacted. Mon-
day morning, I went to city hall 
to ask about the clean-out of 
Timber Branch. I found that the 
office that was so helpful in 2015 
was closed. I was informed it had 
been moved to Duke Street but 
that the public was no longer 
admitted. I was given telephone 
numbers for two supervisors and 
a stormwater specialist for Rose-
mont.

I have left numerous calls 
and messages; not a single one 
has been returned. What I am 
trying to find out, among other 
things, is what happened to the 
inspection and clean-out of the 
Timber Branch conduit? What is 
the status of the inspection and 
maintenance of the other con-
duits and stormwater drains in 
other parts of Alexandria? 

Inspection should not be dif-
ficult, as these conduits are big. I 
easily walked through 150 yards 

of the Timber Branch conduit 
after we moved in. I saw that it 
was well engineered. There are 
regular manhole covers for easy 
access and inspection. You do 
not need expensive, high-tech 
equipment for inspection; you 
can walk through.

The first step in addressing 
our flooding issues, which have 
only multiplied under Wilson’s 
administration, does not require 
consultations, engineers, per-
mits or impact statements. Just 
take a look. Do regular inspec-
tions and if there is a blockage, 
clean it out before it becomes a 
problem. Think of the time and 
money this will save. 

I could go on about Wilson’s 
paved-over urban density, de-
struction of green space, imper-
vious landscapes and lack of any 
urban planning, but I am going 
to stop. I listened to the Wilson 
damage control self-congrat-
ulatory puff piece on the Kojo 
Nnamdi show recently. I learned 
he was having a wonderful time 
on his Vermont vacation and saw 
no need to return to help with 
the city’s crisis. The problem for 
us is: Sometime he will return. 

-Richard Green, Alexandria
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To the editor:
This letter is in response to 

the commentary of Sept. 9, 2021, 
written by Alexandria School 
Board Chair Meagan Alderton, 
entitled “Committed to racial 
equity.”

In her piece, Alderton writes 
of equity, and she closes by as-
serting the importance of “pri-
orities” and “values” and “in-
clusive practices” in Alexandria 
City Public Schools.

Unfortunately, Alderton does 
not mention the fact that she 
does not include her own chil-
dren in ACPS, which I do not 
view as very inclusive. But she 
is not alone. Dr. Gregory Hutch-
ings, Ed.D., superintendent of 
ACPS, doesn’t send his children 

to ACPS either.
This clear lack of concern 

and commitment to our school 
system is sad and shameful. Ac-
cordingly, I think it’s only fair to 
ask two relevant questions: First, 
is ACPS too diverse for Alderton 
and Hutchings to send their own 
children to school here? Second, 
to what extent will they be al-
lowed to profit financially and 
politically at the expense of our 
students?

We are all in this together. We 
need to all work together. But if 
ACPS is not good enough for  the 
leaders of the school system, 
how can it ever be good enough 
for us?

-Francis Carragher, Alexandria
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
Do you plan on voting in the Nov. 2 general election?

Last Week  
Do you know which School Board district  
you reside in? A) Yes, I have registered to vote and plan on voting for both state and local offices.

B) Yes, I have registered to vote and plan on voting for only state offices.
C) Yes, I have registered to vote and plan on voting for only local offices.
D) No, I do not plan on voting this year.
E) I have not registered to vote.

63% Yes, and I plan to vote.
26% No.
5% Yes, but I don’t plan to vote.
5% I never vote for School Board

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Domingo Sarmiento’s visit to Washington
BY ENRIQUE PUMAR, PH.D.

Domingo Faustino 
Sarmiento (1811-1888) was 
an energetic statesman, a 
committed educator and a 
bold public intellectual who 
was inaugurated president 
of Argentina on Oct. 12, 
1868, just a few months after 
he was awarded an honorary 
doctorate from the Univer-
sity of Michigan.  Like other 
contemporary statesmen, he 
embarked not just on gov-
erning his native land but 
also on nation-building.

Early in his life, Sarmien-
to reached the conviction 
that the newly independent 
Latin American nation states 
needed to cultivate more en-
lightenment to prosper. In 
1845, when he published his 
pathbreaking and polemical 
“Facundo,” an indictment 
against the Juan Manuel de 
Rosas caudillo regime, he 
proposed that the troubles 
of the Argentine republic 
could be traced back to the 
contentiousness between 
the urban, cosmopolitan 
national elite and the less 
urbane populations around 
the Argentine nation.  

From his forced exile in 
Chile, Sarmiento penned 
numerous editorials deplor-
ing the political situation in 
Buenos Aires, augmenting 
the already tenuous diplo-
matic relations between the 
two South American neigh-
bors. In October 1845, he 

sailed from Valparaiso to 
assess educational practices 
around the world, eventually 
landing in the United States, 
a nation he regarded as an 
exemplar.

Once in the United States, 
Sarmiento visited the north-
east where he befriended 
Horace and Mary Mann, 
among other dignitaries 
and educators. His travels 
also took him to Washing-
ton, D.C. where he recorded 

many observations about 
the city’s architecture, way 
of life, our country’s infant 
democracy and, of course, 
the workings of government 
officials.

Reflecting on Sarmien-
to’s visit to the United States 
has many implications. 
Sarmiento symbolized many 
prominent Hispanic people 
who visited Washington to 
observe the functioning of 
our democracy and, in some 

cases, to lobby for the inde-
pendence of Caribbean na-
tions. These visits constitut-
ed the early encounters that 
eventually gave way to the 
more recent Hispanic/Latino 
migration waves that even-
tually settled in communi-
ties around the Washington 
region.

Sarmiento also illustrat-
ed how after independence, 
the United States became 
a beacon of hope for many 
state-builders around Latin 
America. Sarmiento and oth-
er observers helped foment 
the complicated inter-state 
relations that govern the 
Western Hemisphere. While 
historians and other stu-
dents of American excep-
tionalism have dedicated 
numerous hours to discern 
the travel notes of Tocque-
ville, Sarmiento’s eloquent 
insights remain sidelined, 
and that omission is to our 
disadvantage today. 

Historic Alexandria is excited 
to celebrate National Hispanic 

Heritage Month this year 
from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15. To 
learn more about Domingo 

Sarmiento, please join us for 
Dr. Pumar’s virtual lecture 

on Oct. 13. You can register 
at Alexandriava.gov/shop.

The writer is Fay Boyle 
Professor of Sociology at 

Santa Clara University. Out 
of the Attic is provided by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria.
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COURTESY PHOTO
Domingo Sarmiento in 1874.



SPLIT DECISION by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg

Weekly Words
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ACROSS
1 “Nomadland” director Chloe
5 Spanish for “bull”
9 Sharpen
13 Receded
18 Mothers’ helper?
19 Elaborate ruse
20 Songwriter Tori
21 The Bell Centre, for one
22 Surgery requirement (Theme 

hint: In this clue’s answer, 
unscramble letters 7 to 12)

25 Climbs without help
26 Nimble
27 Like some threats
28 Munch Museum’s European 

capital
29 Ashkenazic or Sephardic
30 Number of musketeers
32 Speck in the sea
33 “It ___ me!” (“I’m innocent!”)
34 Word before “cream” or “ale”
35 Starbucks’ Skittles Frappuc-

cino, e.g. (... letters 6 to 11)
40 “There was no other choice!”
42 Aunt, in Argentina
43 Observe
44 Hits with snowballs
45 “Cheers!” (... letters 4 to 7)
49 They may pop up
51 Statistical average
52 Job connections
53 Supporter of the LGBTQ+ 

community

54 “___ Mubarak!”
56 They’re far from basic
58 Soundtrack part
60 “Thx” counterpart
61 Beyonce’s “___... Sasha 

Fierce”
62 Fort worth a fortune
63 Comply without resistance (... 

letters 14 to 16)
70 Adept
71 Bother big-time
72 Airbnb opening in ‘20?
73 Slimy pest
75 Wonder Woman’s rope
77 ___ choy
78 Regarding
80	 Tiny	projectile	in	a	food	fight
81 Doesn’t lose in musical 

chairs
82 “Work in Progress” network, 

briefly
84 Certain dumbbells (... letters 

4 to 7)
89 Author Jong
91 Wong of “Tuca & Bertie”
93 Diamondbacks, on a score-

board
94 Move convulsively
95 Where to see a room with a 

view (... letters 9 to 13)
99 Digs up dirt?
100 Showed on TV
101	 Japanese	honorific
102 Hexagon, for one

104 Act that restricts free speech
106 Uninspiring
107 School near the 97-Down
108 Hazel or Violet
112 Speedy Bolt
113	Opportunity	to	make	first-

round picks? (... letters 5 to 
8)

116 Scorpion’s defense
117 Painter Magritte
118 Born’s partner
119 Like washed-out jeans
120 Gate joint
121 Must pay the piper
122 Treasures
123 Strong animals

DOWN
1 Region
2 Blow forcefully
3 Huge pile of work
4 Rowing stick
5 “A Black Lady Sketch Show” 

creator Robin
6 Tons and tons
7 “RuPaul’s Drag ___”
8 Kitchen gizmo brand
9 Major inconvenience
10 Eggy dishes
11 Something prohibited
12	 Superlative	suffix
13 Relaxes
14 Amateur bakers’ packaged 

purchases

15 Caused to feel small
16 Actress Mireille
17 Bit of seasoning
18 “___ I do that?”
23	 Reflect
24 “Salt Fat Acid Heat” author 

Samin
29 MLK Day’s month
31 Rwandan people
32 Without warmth
33 Dandelion, for one
34 Declines an invitation
36 And other authors (Abbr.)
37 Knight’s drink
38	 Incoming	flight	stats
39 AOL rival
40 “Indeed!”
41 Oscar nomination, e.g.
46 Cut in two
47 If not
48 ___, shoulders, knees and 

toes
50 Japanese TV brand
55 Small demon
57 Fish in tacos
59 Barrier that may be “shat-

tered”
60 Tennis shirts, often
61 Sign, as a contract
62 Punch sound
64 Sixteen-oz. units
65 Where Katie Ledecky won 

four golds
66 Torah holders

67 Low-calorie, on a beer can
68 Pack leaders
69 Tunes for two
74 Deep cut
75 Italy’s former currency
76 Up to one’s old tricks
77 Neckwear with Native roots
78 Brother of Moses
79 Fat-free milk variety
81 Stitch
83 Like boozy seltzer
85 “Very funny”
86 Gas whose formula is 

C2H6
87	 Waffle	House	alternative
88 Cost associated with pollu-

tion
90	 Organize,	as	flowers
92 Treadmill setting
96 Not many
97 River through London
98 Respect highly
103 Clutches
104 Spew
105 Spumante source
106 Cold ___ coffee
107 Bronte heroine Jane
109 Assistant
110 Faucet brand
111 Eternity’s lack
113 Expert
114 Longtime “notorious” justice, 

for short
115 Money-minded exec

DAVID BIEGING (72), of Alexandria, Sept. 12, 2021

GERALD CORBIN (95), of Alexandria, Sept. 14, 2021

RAYMOND CURRY (90), of Alexandria, Sept. 15, 2021

HELEN M. REED (87), formerly of Alexandria, Sept. 15, 2021

MILDRED S. THOMAS (82), formerly of Alexandria, 

Sept. 5, 2021

MICHAEL WASHLACK JR. (78), of Alexandria, Sept. 15, 2021

DEATH NOTICES
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PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEW LEGAL NOTICE OF A 

PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held by 
the Board of Architectural Review 
on Wednesday, October 6, 2021 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Hall Council Chamber, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314.

If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic emer-
gency, the meeting will be held 
electronically. If held electronically, 
the meeting is being held pursu-
ant to Virginia Code Section 2.2 
3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
to undertake essential business 
and members of the public bodies 
and staff will be participating from 
remote locations through a Zoom 
Webinar.

Electronic access will be provided 
whether the meeting is in person or 
electronic. The Board of Architec-
tural Review can be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government Channel 70 and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
Electronic participation is also 
available via Zoom by registering to 
attend the hearing via the following 
registration link:

Registration Link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_jZ5Vfyak-
STaKUbO3oKE-Aw 

*The Board of Architectural Review 
Hearing will start at 7:00 p.m., while 
the Zoom Webinar will become 
available to join at 6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 959 9011 2505
Password: 435309 
Public comments will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Lia Nie-
bauer at lia.niebauer@alexandriava.
gov or make public comments on 
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PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to Ì�iÊ VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROLÊ �	
®Ê �1/�",�/9

Êfor aÊ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Ê license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11näx�xÓ�ÊÀiÛ°ÊäÇÉÓä£n®° This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately)Êwith questions.

6�À}���>Ê��V�����VÊ	iÛiÀ>}iÊ
��ÌÀ��Ê�ÕÌ��À�ÌÞÊÊUÊÊÜÜÜ°>LV°Û�À}���>°}�ÛÊÊUÊÊÓ�ä£Ê�iÀ��Ì>}iÊ,�>`ÊÊUÊÊ,�V����`]Ê6�ÊÓÎÓÓäÊÊUÊÊnää®ÊxxÓ�ÎÓää

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Watermark Retirement Communities, LLC

The Landing of Alexandria

2620 Main Line Blvd, Alexandria, VA 22301

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22301

Wine and Beer On and Off Premises & Mixed Beverage Restaurant

David Barnes



the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

Information for this hearing may be 
obtained from the Department of 
Planning & Zoning, City Hall, 301 
King Street, Room 2100, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314. For further 
information, call the Department of 
Planning & Zoning at 703.746.4666 
or visit alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2021-00341 OHAD (Trans-
lation services from English to 
Amharic will be provided.)
Request for new construction at 
431 South Columbus Street, 416 
South Alfred Street, 900 Wolfe 
Street and 450 South Patrick Street.
Applicant: Heritage at Old Town 
PropCo LLC

BAR #2021-00490 OHAD
Request for alterations at 601, 607 
South Washington Street and 710 
Gibbon Street.
Applicant: Kristin Carpenter

BAR #2021-00487 OHAD
Request for alterations at 806 Green 
Street.
Applicants: John and Karen Becker

BAR #2021-00496 OHAD
Request for complete demolition at 
101 Duke Street.
Applicant: Eleventh Street Develop-
ment, LLC

BAR #2021-00495 OHAD
Request for new construction at 
101 Duke Street.
Applicant: Eleventh Street Develop-
ment, LLC

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING 
APPLEALS

Monday, October 18, 2021 
Work Session – 6:00 PM

Public Hearing – 7:00 PM
Council Chamber, City Hall
301 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Information about this item may be 
obtained from the Department of 
Planning & Zoning,
301 King Street, Room 2100
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, tele-
phone: 703.746.4666 or on the City’s 
website at alexandriava.gov/dockets.

If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic emergency, 
the meeting will be held electronical-
ly. If held electronically, the meeting 
is being held pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2 3708.2(A)(3) and 
the Continuity of Government ordi-
nance adopted by the City Council 
on June 20,2020 to undertake 
essential business and members of 
the public bodies and staff will be 
participating from remote locations 
through a Zoom Webinar.

Electronic access will be provided 
whether the meeting is in person 
or electronic. The Board of Zoning 
Appeals can be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government Channel 70 and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
Electronic participation is also 
available via Zoom by registering to 
attend the hearing via the following 
registration link:

Registration Link:
https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_smnwGjnYQkSd-
kJOwqx969w

*** The Webinar will open at 5:30 
PM to allow individuals to join, 
while the Work Session will begin 
at 6:00 PM. The Board of Zoning 
Appeals Public Hearing will begin 
at approximately 7:00 PM. ***

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 988 2301 3232
Password: 963371

Public comments will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Kaliah 
Lewis at kaliah.lewis@alexandriava.
gov or make public comments on 
the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 

jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

The Board of Zoning Appeals will 
hold a Work Session prior to the 
Public Hearing for Board Training. 
The session will begin at 6:00 PM 
and go until approximately 7:00 PM. 

Electronic Participation Policy for 
Board of Zoning Appeals Hearings

BZA #2021-00012
1117 Queen Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Variances from 
side yard setback requirements to 
construct a single-family dwelling; 
zoned: CL/Commercial Low.
Applicants: Matthew & Erica Gray

MILITARY ITEMS 
WANTED

Patches, Flight Jackets, Medals, 
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia, etc.
Call Dan at 202-841-3062

ANTIQUES SHOW/SALE
BIG ANTIQUES & VINTAGE 

SHOW/SALE

Oct. 8-9, 67th Fishersville Antiques 
Expo, Expoland, Fishersville, VA 
(I-64, Exit 91), 300+ dealers, four 
buildings & outside. Friday & 
Saturday 9-5. www. heritagepromo-
tions.net. 434-846-7452.

AUCTIONS
Real Estate Absolute Auction! 
Saturday, Oct 2nd 10:30am. House 
& Outbuildings on 4.1117 Acres. 
Wooded Tract 32.152 Acres. 15771 
Highlands Pkwy, Whitetop, VA. 
C&F Auction, INC. (276)233-3238 
www.cf-auction.com. VAAF#280 
NCAL#5530

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Vinyl Replacement Windows Start-
ing at $235* Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 for MORE 
details! Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, 
Roofing, Gutters and More!
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Classifieds Obituary

Lee Roy Steele
Lee Roy Steele
September 10, 1918 -  
September 13, 2011
Gone but not forgotten.
He sleeps in Jesus.

Your loving wife,
Mrs. Shirley Ann  
Sanders Steele
Your son,
Robert Lee Steele

In Memoriam
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Every listing needs some preparation before going on the market. Some need staging. Some need a general sprucing up. 
Some need extensive work. This is precisely why home sellers choose HayesWood Homes and their “best contractor list in 
the business” to decide how to get their house ready for prime time, to sell quicker, for more money. HayesWood Homes 

has a proven plan that will reduce your stress, knowing they care about you and your biggest asset. 

Contact HayesWood Homes and we will help you with your biggest investment…and reduce your stress.

HayesWood Homes

Chris Hayes & Gordon Wood
Lifetime Top Producers | Licensed in VA & DC
Chris: 703.944.7737 | Gordon: 703.447.6138
Team@HayesWoodHomes.com | HayesWoodHomes.com

109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity 

Rosemont Park
211 Commonwealth Avenue

22301 | $750,000

FOR SALE

Stratford on the Potomac
2503 Stirrup Lane
22308 | $700,000

FOR SALE

Hansborough 
1207 Carol Raye St
22101 | $2,125,000

SOLD

Heywood Glen
6114 Berlee Drive
22312 | $710,000

FOR SALE

Collingwood on the Potomac 
8319 West Boulevard Drive

 22308 | $980,000

CONTRACT PENDING

Red Fox Forest 
4808 Red Fox Drive
22003 | $715,000

CONTRACT PENDING

Cameron Station 
5120 Donovan Drive #408

 22304 | $510,000

CONTRACT PENDING

Ridgelea Hills 
3904 Ridgelea Dr
22031 | $935,000

SOLD

Wayside Village 
3053 Cahill Lane
22026 | $335,000

CONTRACT PENDING

Canterbury Woods
5006 Chanticleer Avenue

22003 | $679,000

CONTRACT PENDING

Y O U R  H O M E  T E A M ,  N O  O N E  W I L L  TA K E  B E T T E R  C A R E  O F  Y O U


