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Florence King 
aims for council

Independent 
candidate focuses on 
flooding, affordable 
housing and density
BY ALLISON HAGEMAN

Florence King tells peo-
ple who ask that she almost 
had no choice but to run for 
City Council. As a long-time 
Alexandrian, King said she 
sees how the tremendous 
increase in density in recent 
years has priced out resi-
dents who want to remain in 
the city. King wants to help 
the city pivot back to being 
affordable for both newcom-
ers and those deeply rooted 
here. 

“I am here to serve all of 
Alexandria. It’s not a frag-
mented city to me, I feel that 
the West End is just as im-
portant as the waterfront,” 
King said. 

King is the owner of FMK 
Financial Literacy Center 
and has lived in Alexandria 
for 30 years. She is a candi-
date who is well acquainted 
with the city and the local 

elections process, having 
worked as a city elections of-
ficer for 25 years, vice chair 
of the Alexandria Historical 
Resources Commission for 
15 years and chairwoman 
of the city’s Commission on 
Employment. 

In 2018, King was se-
lected as a Living Legend of 
Alexandria and now sits on 
the nonprofit’s board. She 
received this award for her 
years of volunteer work and 
her FMK Financial Literacy 
Center seminars. The sem-
inars taught people about 
balancing checkbooks, time 

Bondsman in Karla 
Dominguez case charged
Nguyen faces criminal contempt 
of court, trial set for January
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON AND CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Content warning: This story contains 
graphic details related to sexual assault. 

The bail bondsman in the Karla Domin-
guez murder case has been charged with 
criminal contempt of court and faces trial 
in January in the Alexandria Circuit Court. 
Man Nguyen’s car and gun were used by 
Ibrahim Bouaichi to kill Karla Dominguez 
last summer while Bouaichi was out on bond 
for allegedly raping Dominguez. 

Commonwealth’s Attorney Bryan Porter 
filed a motion to issue a capias warrant in 

October 2020 and will investigate the case 
during the trial, which is set to take place 
on Jan. 25, 2022. If Nguyen is convicted, the 
prosecution can push for whatever sentence 
it deems fit. Porter declined to comment due 
to the active nature of the case.

While there are various kinds of con-
tempt of court charges in which courts and 
judges may punish summarily for contempt, 
the type Nguyen faces is defined by the Code 
of Virginia as “exhibiting disobedience or 
resistance of an officer of the court, juror, 
witness or other person to any lawful pro-
cess, judgment, decree or order of the court.” 

A power outage in Del Ray on Saturday disrupted the annual Art on the Avenue festival 
on Mount Vernon Avenue, as most restaurants were unable to open on what is usually for 
them one of the busiest days of the year. Read the full story on page 13.

Power Outage

SEE BONDSMAN | 9

FLORENCE KING

2021

SEE KING | 6
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River Farm no longer for sale
The year-long battle over 

the future of River Farm has 
seemingly come to a close. 
The five American Horticul-
tural Society board members 
who supported the sale of the 
historic property resigned 
on Sept. 30, and the five re-
maining board members, all 
of whom opposed the sale, 
terminated the listing agree-
ment for the property on 
Sunday.

“In the best interest of 
the American Horticultural 
Society, the Board’s five of-
ficers have resigned to allow 
for the institution to forge a 
new path forward,” the board 
members said in a statement. 
“The departing Board offi-
cers wish the organization 
well.”

River Farm will reopen to 
the public and will continue 
to serve as the headquarters 
for AHS, as it has since the 
1970s, according to a state-
ment from the five remaining 
board members.

“Throughout the year-
long debate over the future of 
River Farm, we have always 
been convinced that there is 
a strong and viable path for-
ward – with AHS as the stew-
ard of the property, support-
ed by like-minded friends 
and partners. And now, with 

River Farm officially off of 
the open real estate market, 
we have the opportunity to 
fully realize this dream,” the 
AHS board members said in a 
statement.

Over the next few weeks, 
the board will work to reopen 
the property to the public 
and resume AHS’ garden vol-
unteer program. The board 
members also announced 
the launch of a fundraising 
campaign to help ensure the 
long-term future of River 
Farm and AHS.

 The five remaining board 
members, who are starting the 
process of reconstituting the 
board, expressed optimism 
about the future of River Farm 
in a statement released on the 
night of Sept. 30.

 “This development marks 
a turning point for AHS and 
River Farm and presents an 
important opportunity to 
chart a new course on the 
eve of our 100th anniversa-
ry celebration – one that will 
both strengthen AHS as the 
stewards of River Farm and 
will ensure the preservation 
of this priceless property 
in perpetuity,” the remain-
ing board members said in a 
statement.

AHS put the property up 
for sale in September 2020, 

claiming the sale of the 
site, which was once part of 
George Washington’s stretch 
of Potomac River-side farm 
properties, would allow the 
organization to support its 
national mission. The deci-
sion drew widespread criti-
cism from the surrounding 
community, local politicians 
and even Gov. Ralph Northam 
(D) who feared a sale of the 
property would close the 
property to the public. 

Many argued such a move 
was in direct violation of the 
conditions philanthropist 
Enid Haupt laid out when she 
donated the $1 million AHS 
used to secure the proper-
ty in the 70s. Consequently, 
Virginia Attorney General 
Mark Herring and Washing-
ton D.C. Attorney General 
Karl Racine launched inves-
tigations into AHS to deter-
mine whether the sale of the 
property violated Virginia or 
D.C. nonprofit laws.

According to a spokesper-
son for Racine’s office, the 
D.C. investigation has been 
dropped since the board 
members’ departure.

“It’s a positive step that 
the American Horticultural 
Society is no longer selling 
its property and River Farm 
will remain available to the 
public just as the donors of 
the site intended,” according 
to the statement. “… Follow-
ing our investigation, the 
property will now remain a 
nonprofit site for the public 
to use and enjoy.”  

The decision to sell Riv-
er Farm also divided AHS’ 
board. Five board members 
led by former Board Chair 
Terry Hayes supported 
selling the property, while 
five board members – Lau-
ra Dowling, Holly Shimizu, 
Marcia Zech, Skipp Calvert 
and Tim Conlon – opposed 
the sale. Last week, the 
deadlocked board was un-

able to vote in support of an 
offer that would have sold 
the property to NOVA Parks. 
The regional park authority 
and the Northern Virgin-
ia Conservation Trust have 
worked over the last year 
to secure public and private 
funding to purchase the 
property in order to keep it 
open to the public.

“Over the past few 
months, the divisions that 
existed on AHS’ board had 
prevented them from mov-

ing forward as an organi-
zation, and hopefully that 
changes now,”Alan Row-
some, executive director of 
NVCT, said in a statement. 
“We are excited to work to-
gether with the new leader-
ship of AHS to support them 
and to ensure that River 
Farm remains an incredible 
community asset that hon-
ors the cultural, historical, 
and natural legacy it rep-
resents.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The historic River Farm property has been on the real estate market 
since September 2020.

WEEKLY BRIEFING
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ACPS graduation, dropout rates improve
In 2021, Alexandria City Public 

Schools achieved its highest on-time 
graduation rate and lowest dropout rate 
since the Virginia Department of Educa-
tion began reporting this data in 2008, 
according to a news release. 

Specifically, ACPS reported a 9% in-
crease in the on-time graduation rate, 
from 82% in 2020 to 91% in 2021 and a 
9% decrease in the overall dropout rate, 
from 14% in 2020 to 5% in 2021, accord-
ing to the release. 

The 2021 graduation rates for ACPS 
student subgroups are 98% for white stu-
dents, 95% for students with disabilities, 

93% for Black students, 88% for economi-
cally disadvantaged students and 84% for 
Hispanic students. 

Aside from students with disabilities, 
who experienced an increase in the drop-
out rate from 2% to 5%, dropout rates de-
creased across all subgroups. The dropout 
rate of English learners decreased from 
24% to 9%; Hispanic students from 25% 
to 11%; and economically disadvantaged 
students from 17% to 7%. Black and white 
student groups saw all-time lows in drop-
out rates at 2% and 1%, respectively, ac-
cording to the release. 

Part of what ACPS attributes to these 

trends to the formation of its graduation 
task force. The group monitored the grad-
uation status of all students and support-
ed those who needed extra help by work-
ing with these students to develop plans 
that kept them on track. 

ACPS also implemented a multi-
tiered system of support as an “early in-
tervention to prevent long-term academ-
ic failure,” according to the release. MTSS 
identified students in need and notified 
social workers, counselors and learning 
administrators who would subsequently 
provide support, according to the release.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

ALIVE! to 
hold food 
distributions

ALIVE!, an Alexandria-based 
family assistance program, will hold 
emergency pop-up food distributions 
this month, according to a news re-
lease. 

The organization provides bags 
of food for specific neighborhoods or 
apartments in the parking lot of each 
distribution location. The upcoming 
pop-up dates are Oct. 14 from 4:30 
to 6 p.m. at William Ramsay Recre-
ation Center; Oct. 15 from 11 a.m. 
until supplies run out at Old Town 
Community Church; Oct. 16 from 
8 to 10 a.m. at Fairlington United 
Methodist Church; and Oct. 16 from 
10 a.m. to noon at Jefferson Houston 
School. 

Drive-through and walk-up ser-
vice availability varies by site and re-
quires current health guidance. Visit 
www.alive-inc.org for more infor-
mation about upcoming events and 
distributions. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Voter registration deadline Oct. 12
The deadline to register to vote or 

update voter registration in advance of 
the Nov. 2 general election is next Tues-
day, Oct. 12.

Those living in the city who are 18 or 
older can register to vote by submitting 
an online application at vote.elections.
virginia.gov before midnight on Oct. 
12. Voter registration can also be filed 
in person at the Office of Voter Regis-

tration and Elections, 132 N. Royal St., 
Suite 100, by 5 p.m. on Oct. 12. Resi-
dents can download, print and mail in a 
copy of their application to the office as 
well. Download an application at alex-
andriava.gov/Elections.

Voter registration can be checked 
and updated online at vote.elections.
virginia.gov, by email at voters@alex-
andriava.gov or by phone at 703-746-

4050.
Early voting for the Nov. 2 election, 

which involves contests for Virginia 
governor, lieutenant governor, attorney 
general, House of Delegates, Common-
wealth’s Attorney, sheriff, mayor and 
members of City Council and School 
Board, can be done by mail or in person 
until 5 p.m. on Oct. 30.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Correction: In the Sept. 15 edition of the Alexandria Times, the Times referred to the Festival of Speed and Style.  
The correct title of the event is the Festival of Speed and Style presented by Burke & Herbert Bank.

Student with gun arrested outside ACHS
Alexandria City High School was put 

on lockdown Wednesday morning after 
a student with a gun was arrested by 
Alexandria police officers, according to 
a message from ACHS Principal Peter 
Balas.

“We want to inform Alexandria City 
High School (ACHS) families that we 

received a call this morning to notify us 
about a student who possessed a weap-
on outside of the school building,” Balas 
wrote. “We immediately contacted the 
Alexandria Police Department (APD), 
and APD is on campus and conducting 
an active investigation.”

According to Balas, the student was 

not in the building at the time the call 
was made. APD took the student into 
custody and confiscated the handgun.

The incident on Wednesday follows 
the shooting of an ACHS student at the 
McDonalds in the Bradlee Shopping 
Center on Sept. 21 and a fight that oc-
curred in the same McDonalds between 

a juvenile and a man on Tuesday that left 
the man with minor injuries. Students 
and parents have expressed concern 
about what is perceived as an increase in 
violence in the ACHS community.

APD did not respond to a request for 
comment in time for publication.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Massive infrastructure project RiverRenew breaks ground
AlexRenew broke ground on the 

largest infrastructure project in Al-
exandria’s history on Sept. 30: the 
$454.4 million Old Town RiverRenew 
Tunnel Project.

The project, which AlexRenew 
said will prevent 120 million gallons 
of raw sewage from dumping into 

local waterways on an annual basis, 
is part of a broader state-mandated 
initiative to push the city toward im-
proving its water quality efforts.

The state mandate was issued in 
2017 and set a July 25, 2025 deadline 
for the city to meet its water quality 
goals. Shortly after, in 2018, AlexRe-

new assumed ownership of the city’s 
combined sewer outfalls. According 
to Alexandria leadership, the city is 
on track to meet that deadline.

The project as a whole will in-
volve a two-mile long underground 
tunnel, an open-cut pipeline and 
other forms of infrastructure that 

will capture, store and transport 
combined sewage to AlexRenew’s 
treatment plant, according to a news 
release. AlexRenew claims the proj-
ect will reduce harmful overflow 
events from 70 per year to less than 
four per year.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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~FINDING HOMES~

We have found homes, too, thanks to the Alexandria Animal Shelter!

735 South Fairfax Street
$789,000.

2 bedrooms
1.5 bathrooms

circa, 1880

with Diann Carlson, Your Old  Town Neighbor

719 South Lee Street
$948,000.

3 Bedrooms
2.5 bathrooms

circa, 1870

704 South Royal Street
$795,000.

2 bedrooms
1.5 bathrooms

Built, 1941

Carl Link Toffee Valentina Chocolate

~ ~



6 | OCTOBER 7, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

management, and credit 
cards.

“It must be part of my 
DNA because I just feel that 
if I don’t do it, I feel that if 
nobody else has got to do it, 
who will do it?” King said. 
“And so at least I will take a 
shot at it.” 

King is one of two inde-
pendent candidates running 
for City Council in the Nov. 2 
general election. 

She is running as an in-
dependent because she 
wants to pledge herself to 
issues that align with her 
principles. While campaign-
ing, King said her indepen-
dent designation has ap-
pealed to both Republican 
and Democrat voters. Mem-
bers from both parties, King 
said, have expressed disap-
pointment and plan to vote 
across lines. 

“I want to get the per-
spective on both sides and 
both sides have valid view-
points which I admire but 
give me an opportunity 

to digest those and let me 
make the decision myself,” 
King said. 

Being independent is not 
just King’s political affilia-
tion – it is also something 
she believes Alexandria and 
its residents should aspire 
to be. To her, City Coun-
cil needs to clarify that the 
City of Alexandria is sepa-
rate from the part of Fairfax 
County that is also called 
Alexandria. King said con-
fusing the two places can 
cause harm to the city, and 
that some Fairfax Coun-
ty residents think they live 
in Alexandria, when in fact 
they are separate governing 
jurisdictions. 

“I would love to make a 
distinction that we are an 
independent city, just like 
I’m an independent candi-
date,” King said. 

Other issues important to 
King are housing affordabil-
ity, flooding and decreasing 
the city’s high density.

After her two daugh-
ters moved out of the city 
so they could afford to buy 

houses, King said she real-
ized that millennials and the 
middle class, including first 
responders, can no longer 
afford to live in Alexandria. 

“I want my family here 
with me and my loved ones 
because when people get 
old, those are the ones here 
to take care of you,” King 

said.
Many residents have told 

King they are concerned 
about being priced out of 
their homes. Residents who 
have lived here for 50 years 
do not believe they would be 
able to afford their current 
homes if they moved out, 
King said.

A possible solution to 
this issue, according to King, 
is creating waivers that al-
low developers and building 
owners to create lower lev-
els for existing structures. 
An example King provided 
was a large house with green 
space and added an exten-
sion that could be leased to a 
senior or college-aged fami-
ly member. 

“You must be able to in-

crease building in a certain 
way, and one of my platforms 
is alternative housing, and a 
lot of people ask me, ‘What 
is alternative housing?’ I tell 
them, ‘Rather than go up, go 
down,’” King said. 

King’s perspective on 
housing and density is in-
formed by her time at the Al-
exandria Historical Resourc-
es Commission. While she 
was a part of the commis-
sion, King said it  had strin-
gent restrictions on building 
heights and density around 
homes, particularly in Old 
Town. She believes these 
restrictions helped main-
tain the city’s charm and 
attract tourists who wanted 

CANDIDATE PROFILE
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King (left) with David Martin (right), owner of Gold Works on King 
Street.

SEE KING | 8

I would 
love 

to make a 
distinction 
that we are an 
independent 
city, just like I’m 
an independent 
candidate.”

– Florence King,
independent City 

Council candidate
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BARBARA ROSEN   (703 )407-6481
200 North Pickett Street, #1502,
Alexandria,  VA 22304
PRICE: $338.800
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1 Garage Space

LESLIE RODRIGUEZ  (703)400-3010
8709 Highgate Rd, in Stratford Landing
PRICE: $785,000
5 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2110 SF
 

LESLIE RODRIGUEZ   (703)400-3010
7510 Cadbury Row, in Kingstowne 
Price: $579,900
2 bedrooms, 2.55 baths, 1760 SF
 

DIANN CARLSON   (703)628-2440
719 South Lee Street Old Town
Price: $948,000.
3 Bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms
2 fireplaces, 2 levels, Large garden shed

DIANN CARLSON      (703)628-2440
735 South Fairfax Street
Price: $ 789,000
2 bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms,
1 fireplace , 2 levels, large garden shed
 

MARY HURLBUT / MICHAEL SEITH
(703)980-9595
5904 Mount Eagle Dr. #505 
Price: $427,000
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1,307 sq ft 

DAWN GURGANUS & HUNTER LANG
(571) 237-6151  
1200 Braddock Pl. # 803
Price: $425,000
1 bedrooms, 1 baths, 
1 Garage Parking Spot, Sq ft 676

CHRISTINE GARNER (703)587-4855
103 Commonwealth Avenue
ROSEMONT   Price: $789,000
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Sunroom
3 Levels, END TH, 1,490 sq ft

®

121 N. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314
R E A L T O R S

www.facebook.com/weichertoldtown/
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to escape the high density of 
larger cities. 

“The money is not going 

to come here because there’s 
no reason for them to come 
here [if Alexandria contin-
ues over densifying],” King 
said. “They’ll just find an-

other little area that is not 
so overpopulated.”

The flash flooding issue, 
which has been hitting res-
idents throughout the city 

with increased frequen-
cy over the past few years, 
is also important to King, 
whose office at Daingerfield 
Road flooded three times in 
14 months. After experienc-
ing it herself, King said she 
realized just how urgent the 
issue is and how flooding 
can be a life-or-death issue 
for small businesses.

“The first time I didn’t 
mind. I said, ‘Ooh, new car-
pet, new everything, ooh 
this is beautiful,’” King said. 
“Second time, third time, I 
was just fed up.”

King’s many years of vol-
unteering also include stints 
as chair of the Alexandria 
Regional Council of the Unit-
ed Way, NCA, board secre-
tary for Agenda: Alexandria 
and a financial counselor at 
McLean Bible Church. King’s 
years of volunteering have 
helped her hone her lead-
ership style: she said she is 
diplomatic, likes to listen to 
everyone’s perspectives and 
approaches city policy as “a 
common sense thinker.” 

“I’m not the type of per-
son who is so rigid that I 
can’t be persuaded if the 
program is something that 
I can see through and I feel 
that it is best for the city 
of Alexandria and its resi-
dents,” King said. 

Ahead of Nov. 2, King said 
her campaign is “steady” and 
she is trying to make grad-
ual progress over the next 
few weeks. She has received 
positive feedback from res-
idents about her candidacy 
and campaign. Her campaign 
has relied on individual do-
nors who King believes want 

a council that isn’t just one 
party, but is diverse in terms 
of thought, race and age. 

King said her campaign 
goes back to the vision of 
independence that she has 
based her campaign around, 
a vision she hopes will help 
the city return to what she 
sees as its strengths.

“All I can do is tell [resi-
dents] what I can do for the 
city, why I want to see the 
difference in the city and 
why it’s best for the city,” 
King said.

-akhageman@gmail.com

KING FROM | 6

I’m not 
the type 

of person who 
is so rigid 
that I can’t be 
persuaded if 
the program 
is something 
that I can see 
through and 
I feel that it 
is best for 
the city of 
Alexandria and 
its residents.”

– Florence King,
independent City 

Council candidate

Wear a mask.
Save a life.
You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new  
coronavirus by wearing a facemask when you go out in public.  
By wearing a mask, you protect not only yourself, but  
the most vulnerable in our community.
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In Nguyen’s case, this 
refers to his alleged viola-
tion of the recognizance he 
signed acknowledging that 
Bouaichi was to stay at his 
parents’ home in Greenbelt, 
Maryland while awaiting 
trial. 

Following Dominguez’ 
accusation that Bouaichi 
raped her and his subse-
quent indictment, now-re-
tired Circuit Court Judge 
Nolan B. Dawkins released 
Bouaichi on a $25,000 bond 
that Nguyen posted and 
signed off on shortly after. 
Dawkins did not require 
that Bouaichi wear a GPS 
ankle bracelet.

What’s clear is that 
Nguyen, who had known 
Bouaichi for more than a 
decade, signed the terms 
of the recognizance and 
then proceeded to employ 
Bouaichi at his mall kiosk 
and allow Bouaichi to stay 
at his house, where he had 

left his gun, and dog-sit 
while Nguyen went on vaca-
tion. What’s not as clear is 
whether the charge will hold 
up in a courtroom, as Nguy-
en maintains that he did 
not violate the terms of the 
bond willfully, even though 
the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s motion asserts that he 
did. 

What’s opaque is how 
the arguably mangled crim-
inal justice system that was 
supposed to protect Domin-
guez seemed to help facil-
itate her eventual demise, 
and how similar situations 
can be prevented from oc-
curring in the future. 

What actually hap-
pened? 

The Alexandria Times 
first reported last year that 
Bouaichi allegedly killed 
Dominguez on July 29, 2020 
while out on bond. Domin-
guez had accused Bouaichi 
of raping her in her home 
the year prior and he was 

subsequently indicted by a 
grand jury in January 2020 
on five felonious charges: 
rape, sodomy, strangula-
tion, malicious wounding 
and abduction with the in-
tent to defile. 

When the COVID-19 

pandemic hit, Bouaichi’s 
trial date was delayed and 
his lawyers requested he be 
released on bond. A 22-min-
ute hearing resulted in his 
release. Several months lat-
er he drove to Dominguez’ 
house with Nguyen’s car 

and shot and killed her with 
Nguyen’s gun. Bouaichi lat-
er shot himself while being 
pursued by police, again us-
ing Nguyen’s car and gun, 
and died days later. 

BONDSMAN FROM | 1

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The Alexandria courthouse in Old Town.

SEE BONDSMAN | 10

4 PILLARS OF PERFORMANCE

 Infrastructure
Education
Safety
Representation

“What gets measured gets done.” 
These four strategic areas will drive every 
action as I work for the citizens of Alexandria.

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

Paid for and authorized by Annetta Catchings for Mayor

www.AnnetaCatchingsForMayor.com
      Twitter @annetta_of  
      www.facebook.com/catchingsAnnetta
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Since those original ar-
ticles, the Times learned 
through a resident-submit-
ted FOIA request that not 
only did Nguyen own the 
vehicle and gun Bouaichi 
used to murder Dominguez, 
the two had known each 
other off and on for about 
10 years. 

They met through a mu-
tual friend who owned a 
gas station and considered 
one another acquaintances 
that would occasionally go 
out together, according to 
Nguyen. 

“He seemed mental-
ly stable and everything,” 
Nguyen told the Times in 

an interview. “He was a lit-
tle annoying in the past. He 
acted a little childish here 
and there, but I never saw 
him as a violent criminal 
who could kill somebody, 
you know?” 

When Bouaichi’s sister 
reached out to Nguyen to 
bail him out last year, Nguy-
en agreed. On April 9, 2020, 
the court granted the bond 
with three specific provi-
sions: that Bouaichi post a 
secured bond in the aggre-
gate amount of $25,000; 
that Bouaichi remain at his 
parents’ home in Greenbelt, 
Maryland except to meet 
with his lawyer or pretrial 
services; and that Bouai-
chi have no contact with 

Dominguez.
Nguyen posted bail and 

signed a recognizance out-
lining the specific terms of 
the release but said that be-
cause of the large number 
of people he bails out on a 
daily basis, the specific con-
ditions of Bouaichi’s bond 
“slipped [his] mind.”

Bouaichi reached out to 
Nguyen a couple months 
after his release, asking 
to meet up. Once again, 
Nguyen agreed, and the two 
spent time at the dog park, 
drinking at restaurants and 
working together at Nguy-
en’s kiosk. 

According to Nguyen, it 
didn’t cross his mind once 
that Bouaichi might be vio-
lating the terms of his bond. 
Dawkins had not ordered 
an electronic ankle brace-
let for Bouaichi to ensure 
his house arrest; Nguyen 
asserted that if he had seen 
one, he would not have 
hired or even spent time 
with Bouaichi. 

“What judge gives out 
house arrest just based on 
trust with no ankle brace-
let?” Nguyen said. “If the 
judge gave an ankle bracelet 
and he was not doing what 
he was supposed to do, then 
[Dominguez] would be alive 
today.”

Nguyen said that during 
their conversations Bouai-
chi told him the details of 
the case, accusing Domin-
guez, who was from Vene-
zuela and did not have legal 
status in the United States, 
of lying about the rape alle-
gation in order to avoid de-
portation.  

Because the two were 
friends and he had no rea-
son to think otherwise, 
Nguyen said he believed 
Bouaichi’s story. He specu-
lated that Dominguez’ alle-
gations did not constitute 
“real rape” because the two 
previously dated and had 
sex many times before. 

“Maybe they were drunk; 
maybe he wanted to have 
sex with her and she was 

like, ‘Get off me’ in a fight 
or whatever,” Nguyen said. 
“She might have said ‘No,’ 
but was it a real rape – like 
he pinned her back and 
against her will? I didn’t 
think so because I know 
him.”

During the April 2020 
bond hearing, Bouaichi’s 
attorneys argued that on 
the night of the alleged rape 
Dominguez consumed al-
cohol and “could not even 
remember the quantity of 
alcohol.” However, prosecu-
tors pointed to forensic evi-
dence in the form of a SANE 
report that revealed a gen-
ital injury on Dominguez, 
and the fact that detectives 
found an injury consistent 
with a bite mark on Bouaic-
hi’s arm and other evidence 
of a fight at her apartment.

One month after Nguyen 
posted his Virginia bond, 
Bouaichi was arrested in 
Maryland and charged with 
several traffic offenses, in-
cluding reckless driving and 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol. 

Although Nguyen admit-
ted to the Times that Bouai-
chi told him this, he said 
that he continued to employ 
him at the kiosk because he 
still didn’t know Bouaichi 
was ordered to stay with his 
parents. 

“I didn’t think nothing 
of it. For me, it didn’t mat-
ter to me either way … He 
never told me his condition. 
He didn’t say, ‘Hey, I’m not 
supposed to leave the house 
but don’t tell nobody,’” 
Nguyen said. “ … I wish he 
did tell me that because if 
I did continue to hang out 

with him and take him out 
of the house, then of course 
I would [be violating] the 
judge’s order. But he never 
told me that, so I’m think-
ing that he’s out as a free 
man on bond, that he can do 
what he wants as long as he 
doesn’t get in trouble.”

Nguyen told the Times 
that Bouaichi knew he was 
a gun owner because of his 
work as a bail bondsman 
and social media posts of 
himself at the gun range, 
but that Bouaichi did not 
know where he kept the 
guns. He claimed he never 
would have asked Bouaichi 
to watch his home and dogs 
while away at the beach last 
July if he was aware that in 
doing so he was breaking 
the law.

Essentially, Nguyen’s 
version of events includes 
forgetting the terms of 
Bouaichi’s bond; not sens-
ing the level of violence 
Bouaichi would later prove 
he was capable of; offering 
“benefit of the doubt” that 
Dominguez was lying about 
the rape; and experiencing 
complete stupefaction upon 
returning home from his 
vacation to find his car and 
gun missing. 

“Yeah, I did give him 
the benefit of the doubt. ... 
I never saw him to be vio-
lent or do any harm towards 
her,” Nguyen said. “When 
he actually stole my gun 
and my car and did the act, 
I was very surprised. I was 
appalled and in shock.” 

But that’s not how Alex-
andria Magistrate Elizabeth 
Fuller remembers it. 

According to Fuller, 
whose office issues arrest 
warrants and holds bail 
hearings, Nguyen came to 
work in the days following 
the murder nearly boast-
ing and joking about the 
fact that the gun and car 
belonged to him and that 
Bouaichi had stayed at his 
home. 
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“He was telling this of-
ficer about what happened 
and almost bragging about 
it. The officer said to me, 
‘You will never believe what 
he just said to me,’” Fuller 
said. “So I said, ‘I’ve got to 
do something about it.’”

Bouaichi shot himself 
using Nguyen’s gun on Aug. 
5, 2020, while being chased 
by police, and died three 
days later. On Aug. 6, the 
day after Bouaichi’s self-in-
flicted mortal wound, Full-
er filed a complaint with 
the Virginia Department of 
Criminal Justice Services 
that Nguyen had violated 
several statutes and regu-
lations of his licensure as a 
bail bondsman.

DCJS then opened an in-
vestigation where regula-
tor investigator KerriAnne 
Cooper talked to Nguyen. 
An Informal Fact Finding 
Conference took place in 
September 2020, resulting 
in the revocation of Nguy-
en’s bail bondsman license. 

Terry Frye, the presiding 
hearing officer at the IFFC, 
did not provide comment in 
time for the Times’ publica-
tion, and DCJS declined an 
interview, stating that the 
department does not offer 
comments on investigative 
cases. 

Fuller said that Domin-
guez’ murder was likely the 
product of a COVID-19-in-
duced “perfect storm.”

“I would like to say that 
under normal circumstanc-
es he would not have been 
released. The law does state 
that there are some crimes 
for which no bond can se-
cure the safety of the public 
or the victim,” Fuller said. “I 
believe that in [this situa-
tion], that was the case.” 

According to Fuller, her 
decision to file a complaint 
was categorical. 

“Someone had to do 
something,” Fuller said. “We 
were just horrified seeing 
this guy work and still con-

tinuing to make money after 
we knew he was the one who 
had bonded him out. See, 
that’s the thing: We knew 
[Nguyen] was the one who 
bonded him out, which in 
and of itself was bad enough 
because he didn’t adhere to 
the bond conditions.”

What does it all 
mean?

There are two ways in 
which one can be charged 
with contempt of court in 
Virginia: directly and in-
directly. Direct charges 
apply to those who defy 
the court’s orders while 
in court, whereas indirect 
charges apply to disobedi-
ence that occurred beyond 
the courtroom. 

Nguyen is facing an in-
direct criminal contempt of 
court charge for his role in 
helping Bouaichi violate the 
terms of his bond, because 
Nguyen was outside the 
physical presence of court 

at the time of violation.  
For contempt of court 

charges that appear in dis-
trict court, Virginia law 
states that a judge cannot 
issue a fine higher than $250 
or sentence jail time longer 
than 10 days. But because 
Nguyen faces a misdemean-
or offense in Alexandria 
Circuit Court, the criminal 
charge is considered more 
serious and therefore allows 
for a potentially harsher 
sentence. 

According to the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s 
motion, Nguyen’s actions 
“constituted the knowing 
and willful violation of sev-
eral of the provisions con-
tained in the court order 
and recognizance. There-
fore, the court should issue 
a capias charging the defen-
dant with such contempt.”

The question, then, be-
comes: Will the prosecution 
be able to prove that Nguy-
en “willfully” violated the 
court order? 

Nguyen doesn’t think so, 
since he claims he was un-
aware of Bouaichi’s bond 
terms. 

“I should be able to beat 
the charge because [with 
contempt of court] you got-
ta purposefully, willfully, 
intentionally disobey the 
judge’s order. I didn’t will-
fully, intentionally do that,” 
Nguyen said. 

Pat Woodward, a defense 
attorney and former federal 
prosecutor, offered a differ-
ent take. 

“I think [criminal con-
tempt of court] is the ap-
propriate filing,” Woodward 
told the Times in an in-

terview. “The bondsman is 
pledging to the court that 
someone return to court. … 
The specific terms of this 
contract seem to obligate 
the bondsman to ensure the 
defendant’s compliance with 
pretrial release conditions.”

But Woodward also high-
lighted the multi-juris-
dictional difficulties this 
particular situation poses. 
For instance, Nguyen’s res-
idence is located in Bowie, 
Maryland, so the Alexandria 
Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney has no jurisdiction over 
Nguyen providing Bouaic-
hi with access to the Glock 
semi-automatic pistol he 
used to kill Dominguez. 

Additionally, the fact that 

Bouaichi was arrested and 
released on bond in Mary-
land might have gotten lost 
in the jurisdictional shuffle, 
which underscores the im-
portance of pretrial counsel. 

“It gets tricky when you 
[get] folks who are released 
in other jurisdictions. In 
this case, you would’ve had 
a pretrial services officer 
in Virginia assigned to the 
case, and [Bouaichi] should 
have been in regular com-
munication with his pretrial 
services officer,” Woodward 
said. 

The ongoing question of 
how, and if, Bouaichi com-
municated with his pretrial 
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I would 
like 

to say that 
under normal 
circumstances 
he would not 
have been 
released. The 
law does state 
that there are 
some crimes for 
which no bond 
can secure 
the safety of 
the public or 
the victim.”

– Elizabeth Fuller, 
magistrate, Alexandria
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services officer continues to 
hang in the air. 

Nguyen, perhaps unsur-
prisingly, argued that the 
blame for the lack of en-
forcement and Dominguez’ 
eventual murder lies with 
whoever Bouaichi’s pretrial 
services officer was.

“At the end of the day, 
his pretrial [services officer] 
dropped the ball, and that 
girl would be alive today if 
they followed the pretri-
al and he would be in jail 
for violating the conditions 
for being arrested,” Nguyen 
said. “If they want to charge 
someone, charge the pretri-
al officer with whatever the 
charge is for not doing their 
job.”

Fuller, while deeply in 
support of Nguyen’s li-
censure removal, partially 
echoed this sentiment. 

“I do not know why they 

didn’t know he was out on 
bond; it’s like living a bad 
lifetime movie,” Fuller said. 
“ … “Nobody responsible, 
really, is being held respon-
sible. [Bouaichi] is dead; the 
judge is retired. How did ev-
erybody in this whole pro-
cess drop the ball?” 

At the time of the case, 
pretrial services fell under 
the purview of the Alexan-
dria Sheriff’s Office. As of 
Jan. 1., 2021, it is handled by 
Alexandria Criminal Justice 
Services.

In an emailed statement 
provided to the Times, Al-
exandria Sheriff Dana Law-
horne noted that the city ac-
cepted a grant from DCJS 25 
years ago to create a pretrial 
and local probation program 
for which the Sheriff’s Office 
would serve as the “adminis-
trative and fiscal agent.”

“As a courtesy to the city, 
my staff provided additional 
resources to this program for 

which we received no addi-
tional compensation. Budget 
reductions took a toll on my 
operations, and it became 
necessary to rescind the 
agreement in order to free 
up resources,” Lawhorne 
wrote in the statement. 

“Individuals are assigned 
to the pretrial program by a 
magistrate or judge and are 
monitored in accordance 
with DCJS policies and state 
law,” Lawhorne continued in 
his statement. “On any giv-
en day, there are hundreds of 
individuals in the program. 
The most effective way to 
monitor their movement is 
with a GPS monitor. A judge 
has to order GPS monitoring 
for anyone in a pre-trial sta-
tus.”

Even if the prosecution 
wins and Nguyen is convict-
ed of criminal contempt of 
court, how much of a differ-
ence would it make? Or is 
Nguyen’s involvement part 

of a larger, systemic issue? 
In Fuller’s eyes, a victory 

for the prosecution in Nguy-
en’s case would be a small 
consolation for the fact that 
Dominguez is gone. 

“It doesn’t bring her 
back,” Fuller said. “There 
are horrible injustices that 
happen all the time, every 
day. … I can deal with the 
day-to-day crime because 
that’s the state of the fallen 
world. But why I can’t rec-
oncile this is because she 
didn’t need to be dead. She 

had already experienced 
unimaginable trauma and 
abuse, and she didn’t need 
to be dead on top of it.”

“There’s no justice in 
this. It was something that 
was entirely preventable if 
anybody in the process had 
been doing their job effec-
tively,” Fuller added. “It’s 
just such a string of tragic 
consequences. Every step 
along the way, the system 
completely failed this wom-
an.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com

BONDSMAN FROM | 11

There’s no justice in this. 
It was something that 

was entirely preventable if 
anybody in the process had 
been doing their job effectively.”

– Elizabeth Fuller, magistrate, Alexandria
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Del Ray loses electricity during Art on the Avenue
Restaurants had to 
shut down on their 
busiest day of the year
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Early on Saturday morn-
ing, Larry Ponzi, owner of Del 
Ray pizzeria Piece Out and 
St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub, and 
his staff were brewing coffee 
in anticipation of Art on the 
Avenue. The annual event 
draws upward of 50,000 peo-
ple to Mount Vernon Avenue 
and is one of the most im-
portant days of the year for 
Del Ray businesses.

“We were preparing for 
a $30,000 day between our 
three places and outdoor ki-
osk,” Ponzi said.

Unfortunately, all Ponzi’s 
preparation and hopes flew 
out the window when, at 
around 5:45 a.m., a massive 
power outage hit most of Del 
Ray. 

While the outage lasted 
only a few hours for many 
residents, the businesses lo-
cated along Mount Vernon 
Avenue were left without 
power until 10:30 p.m. Ac-
cording to Dominion Energy, 
the outage left about 350 of 
their customers in the area 
without power until Saturday 
night, well after the end of 
Art on the Avenue.

“It’s just a big hit to our 
restaurant community for 
the day, the day that should 
be the best day of the year,” 
Ponzi said.

The power outage on 
Saturday, which Dominion 
traced to faulty underground 
switch and cable equipment, 
was only the most recent 
in an increasingly frequent 
string of outages that have 
occurred over the last few 
years. Mayor Justin Wilson 
called the most recent outage 
“unacceptable” in a Tweet on 
Saturday and called for Do-
minion to improve its infra-
structure and response time 
in the city. 

Wilson’s response comes 
after he sent a strongly word-
ed letter to Robert Blue, pres-
ident and CEO of Dominion, 
on Jan. 21, 2021, and called 
on the power company to 
take steps to address the 
concerns of city leadership 
and residents. In that let-
ter, Wilson cited 16 outages 
that took place in 2020, in-
cluding one on Oct. 23 that 
left 12,750 residents without 
power. He also pointed to 
Dominion’s continued lack of 
infrastructure support, even 
after more than a decade of 
shared funding in areas like 
undergrounding.

“Recent inquiries have 
shown very few under-
grounding projects being 
undertaken by Dominion to 
improve reliability. In fact, 
it has been the City’s efforts, 
either through development 
proffers or taxpayer-fund-
ed projects that have led to 
most of the undergrounding 

efforts in recent years,” Wil-
son wrote.

According to Wilson, the 
situation hasn’t improved, 
as outages continue to occur 
with upsetting frequency.

“Our argument is it’s just 
not enough, clearly, and that 
if our outage time is increas-
ing and we’re continuing to 
have these kind of problems, 
then clearly we need to have 
some more investment,” Wil-
son said in an interview.

According to a statement 
released by Dominion on so-
cial media on Saturday, re-
pair work along Mount Ver-
non Avenue could not occur 
until after Art on the Avenue, 
since heavy equipment need-
ed to be brought in. 

“Our crews made repairs 
as safely and quickly as pos-
sible and we will continue 
working with the City to de-
liver on our reliability im-
provement projects,” Peggy 
Fox, media and community 

relations manager for Do-
minion, said in an emailed 
statement. “We will also con-
duct a thorough review of 
the outage, including scru-
tiny of the switch and cable 
that failed, and the operating 
conditions.”

 Wilson acknowledged the 
work required to address the 
outage but argued the re-
sponse of Dominion’s repair 
crews is not the real issue.

“The issue is that we 
should have some more resil-
ient infrastructure so that if a 
transformer or a switch blows 
up, which happens from time 

to time, that it doesn’t take 
our thousands of people ev-
ery single time,” Wilson said. 
“… We want to see an expand-
ed infrastructure investment. 
[Dominion] showed a multi-
year history of investment 
with similar numbers every 
year. It doesn’t seem like they 
feel like there’s any need for 
large investments, and we be-
lieve there are.”

Wilson also called Domin-
ion’s response time to other 
requests, from home con-
struction related queries to 
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According to Dominion, the power outage on Saturday could not be 
addressed due to the heavy foot traffic from Art on the Avenue.

~ COLD WEATHER AFICIONADO ~
Rocky is always smiling. Whether it's hanging out

 with friends, enjoying a leisurely walk or just resting
on his bed, this Siberian husky has a smile on

his face. He can't wait, winter is on its way.

His distinctive coloring makes him stand out,
 but what really sets Rocky apart is his cuddly,

amiable personality.
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municipal work, “really prob-
lematic.”

There is no right time for 
a power outage, but for the 
restaurants along Mount 
Vernon Avenue, the inabili-
ty to cook and serve food on 
Saturday was potentially the 
worst timing possible. 

“Every year, it is our bus-
iest day, and we really gear 
up for it,” Bill Blackburn, 
co-owner of Homegrown 
Restaurant Group and its 
array of Del Ray restaurants 
such as Pork Barrel BBQ 
Restaurant, The Sushi Bar 
and Holy Cow, said. “We bring 
in a lot more food, a lot more 
beer and a lot more staff, and 
there’s a lot of planning and 
preparation and costs that go 
into what we do before the 
day even starts.”

“We didn’t have a single 
customer inside the building 
all day. So, it was extremely 
frustrating, extremely dis-
appointing for everybody,” 
Blackburn added. All told, 
Blackburn said he lost about 
$30,000 in sales across his 
three restaurants on Saturday.

After seeing the power 
was out, Blackburn, who lives 
a few blocks from his restau-
rants, assumed the outage 
would last only a few hours, 
so he and his staff got as 
much done as possible with 
the expectation of opening at 
11:30 a.m.

However, around 9 a.m., 
staff from the Alexandria 
Health Department notified 

all the restaurants impacted 
by the power outage that, in 
compliance with the city’s 
health code, they would have 
to shut down for the duration 
of the outage. Even then, 
Blackburn said he remained 
hopeful that he would be able 
to open back up. By 1 p.m., 
Blackburn heard through 
the grapevine that power 
wouldn’t be restored until 
late on Saturday or even ear-
ly on Sunday.

“At that point, we sent 
everybody home and cut our 
losses,” Blackburn said.

Many restaurants also had 
to throw out the vast quan-
tities of food that they had 
stocked up on in anticipation 
of Art on the Avenue. Dairy 
Godmother announced on 
Facebook that it had lost 400 
kolaches and 1,500 donuts 
due to the outage.

“We were able to save 
some of our processed foods,” 
Ponzi said. “We got ice and 
dried ice, and we were able to 
put some band aids on to not 
lose everything, but we defi-
nitely lost the stuff that was 
already prepared in the small 
containers and on the lines 
and all that. So, there’s defi-
nitely a substantial food loss 
with that.” 

However, even before 
the end of Saturday, Del Ray 
community leaders had kick-
started a campaign encour-
aging people to dine out in 
Del Ray on Sunday and the 
following week.

“We saw 50% more busi-
ness on Sunday than we did 

the previous Sunday, which is 
tremendous,” Blackburn said. 
“It puts only a small dent into 
the losses from Saturday, but 
it just shows that this com-
munity supports us and this 
community rallies around us.”

Wilson said the city isn’t 
just sitting idly by as power 
outages happen more fre-
quently. 

“We are exploring what 
options are available to us 
to get Dominion to up their 
game, and we’re going to 
continue exploring that,” 
Wilson said. “… We’re going 
to continue our work to make 
sure that we provide a more 
reliable electricity source to 
our city. Whatever we need 
to do over the next weeks and 
months to make that happen, 
we’ll explore that. This is not 
a conversation that is by any 
means done.”

For many restaurant own-
ers, the power outage during 
Art on the Avenue became 
another tough day after al-
most two years of tough days 
for an industry that’s been 
hit hard by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“In the restaurant busi-
ness, we always roll with the 
punches. We’ve been doing 
that for the last two years, 
and I gotta tell you, I’m tired 
of getting punched,” Black-
burn said. “It is what it is, 
and we’re going to continue 
to move forward. If this was 
an easy business, everyone 
would be in it. We’re just 
gonna keep on fighting.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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We’re going to continue 
our work to make sure 

that we provide a more 
reliable electricity source to 
our city. Whatever we need 
to do over the next weeks 
and months to make that 
happen, we’ll explore that.”

–  Justin Wilson,
Alexandria mayor

Marvelous mj
After being left 

at a crowded 
shelter, MJ is 

looking for a 
forever home to 

call her own. Her 
sweet personality 

will be a great 
addition!
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PETS

Help your kids learn to care for their cats
Foster a bond between 
your children and cats 
with some simple 
tasks
BY STEPH SELICE

You’ve planned on get-
ting a cat because you and 
your kids wanted one, and 
you’ve all prepared for the 
adoption. You and your fam-
ily met many kitties at the 
Animal Welfare League of 
Alexandria, King Street Cats 
or another animal adoption 
organization. Or you decid-
ed to adopt a kitty from your 
neighborhood. 

Now your kitty is home! 
What are some ways to intro-
duce your kids to the day-to-
day chores of cat care while 
helping them bond with and 
love their new pet?

I spoke with a dozen cat 
people including vets, vet 
techs, animal rescue ad-
vocates and cat ladies and 
gentlemen about the answer 
to that question. Their re-
sponses were thoughtful, and 
they all focused on common 
themes. 

Respecting your cat’s 
personal space

You’ve probably been 
teaching your kids about 
how to pick up, hold and 
pet their cat safely and how 
to give their pet space. Tod-
dlers and preschoolers learn 
most about what cats like 
and don’t like through your 
example. Learning when the 
cat needs a timeout in their 

own space in your home is 
important. So is understand-
ing what belongs to your cat, 
from food and water dishes 
to kitty-designated space 
as well as toys, scratching 
posts, bedding and litter 
boxes. 

These are among the ear-
liest lessons kids can learn 
about cats. Cat people agree 
they’re also among the most 
useful for living with cats 
throughout their lives.

Feeding, watering and 
giving treats

Several experts recom-
mended starting young chil-
dren in cat care by supervis-
ing them as you change your 
new cat’s water bowl twice a 
day. Kids learn that your cat’s 
drinking water and dish need 
to be clean, just like their 
own, and that these are only 
for your cat. You might sug-
gest changing water in the 
morning before school and 
then before dinner.

As kids learn to pick up 
after themselves and do 
chores, they can watch you 
feed the cat and then start to 
help with putting out dry and 
wet food in your cat’s dining 
space. You could show them 
how much cat food is enough 
and explain why overfeeding 
isn’t a good idea. 

Depending on your cat’s 
diet and preferences, kids can 
learn when they can share a 
low-calorie cat treat or some 
catnip with their kitty, in-
cluding as a reward at play-

time or for taking prescribed 
vet medicine.

Brushing and grooming 
your cat

One of the best ways to 
bond with a cat is through 
brushing and grooming. Ele-
mentary school-age children 
may be ready to help keep 
your cat’s coat smooth and 
clean. Regular combing and 
brushing helps cats avoid 
getting parasites or forming 
hairballs. It’s also a wonder-
ful way to bond with your cat 
and a treat for humans and 
cats alike.

Cleaning litter boxes 
and living spaces: for 
older kids only

Most cat care is a pleasure, 
with the notable exception 
of maintaining litter boxes, 
which is clearly a chore. The 
professional consensus on 

litter box care is that teenag-
ers can take on this respon-
sibility in your family, if you 
follow a few safety rules. 

Litter boxes and cat waste 
can transmit various types of 
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Learning when the 
cat needs a timeout 

in their own space in your 
home is important.”



bacteria, worms and parasites 
that can be particularly infec-
tious for people with compro-
mised immune systems and 
for young children. Where 
you keep your cat’s litter box-
es is therefore  important. 

Since little kids like to 
explore and get into every-
thing, your family’s job is to 
see to it that litter boxes are 

safely out of their reach and 
that they explore elsewhere. 
Whether you keep the litter 
box behind a closed door 
with a pet-door access or in a 
room sealed off with a child-
proof gate, make sure your 
younger children and dogs 
can’t get to your cat’s litter.

Responsible teenagers can 
be given the chore of scooping 
cat litter at least twice daily 
and completely cleaning out 

the litter box with a diluted 
soap or bleach solution reg-
ularly. A litter mat will help 
keep used litter from tracking 
through your home. 

The most important thing 
is to have fun caring for your 
cat together. Playing with 
your cat when you and your 
kids are relaxing at home is 
one of life’s great pleasures. 
Treat yourself to fully enjoy-
ing the humans and critters 
you love by turning off all 
electronic devices once in a 
while, and just playing the 
old-fashioned way.

Going to the pet store 
with your kids gives them 
a way to pick out cat toys 
and treats. Kids who are 
busy with school and activ-
ity schedules might enjoy 
setting aside regular time to 
chill out with your cats, par-
ticularly if they want some 
one-on-one cat time in a 
hectic household.  Most cats 
love being with their humans 
and will thrive on your kids’ 
doting attention. Memories 
like this of being with their 
families and their pets when 
they were kids are ones that 

children will remember for a 
lifetime.
The writer was a volunteer adop-
tion counselor at King Street Cats 

in Alexandria for seven years.
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FILE PHOTO
Teaching your children how to take care of your cat is key to helping them bond with your pet.

ADOPTION 
INFORMATION

For more information on 
where to adopt, consider 
the following resources.
King Street Cats
(Adopts to residents 
of metro D.C.)
25 S. Dove Street, 
Alexandria 22314
703-231-7199
contact@kingstreetcats.org
https://www.
kingstreetcats.org/
Animal Welfare League 
of Alexandria
4101 Eisenhower Ave., 
Alexandria 22314
703-746-4774
info@alexandriaanimals.org
http://alexandriaanimals.org
Fairfax County Animal Shelter
4500 West Ox Road, 
Fairfax 22030
703-830-1100
animalshelter@
fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/animalshelter/ 
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The most important thing 
is to have fun caring 

for your cat together.”

FILE PHOTO
Certain elements of cat care are best reserved for older children, 
including cleaning litter boxes. 

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Thinking of sprucing up your home’s 
interior this year? 

Call us for a FREE estimate, and take 
advantage of our winter discount for 
interior painting performed between 
December 2021 and February 2022! 

(Don’t delay! Our calendar is filling up fast!) 



brain busy while you’re at work.

Make sure they have a 
safe space.

Your house may feel a bit 
foreign to your pet without 
you in it, especially if they are 
now noticing all kinds of other 
sounds, such as mail delivery, 
trucks backing up and the bas-
ketball court down the street. 
To help them feel comfortable, 
give your pet a safe, quiet space 
where they can get away from 
sources of stress. You can help 
acclimate your pet to that safe 
space by putting toys or treats 
in it when you are home, so they 
know it as a place of comfort to 
go when you are away.

Consider daycare or a 
dog walker.

If your pup is having a hard 
time being alone for your full 
work day, consider options so 
they don’t have to be. You may 
be able to hire a dog walker who 

can help them get outside once 
or twice a day while you’re gone. 
You can also look into doggy 
daycare or daytime boarding so 
they can spend their time play-
ing with other pups, if that is 
something they enjoy.

Talk with your 
veterinarian.

If your pet reacts with ex-
treme stress or even destruc-
tive behavior any time you 
are away, they may be expe-
riencing separation anxiety. 

Different pets may experience 
separation anxiety differently, 
and there are a variety of ways 
to moderate their stress levels 
and reactions, including train-
ing and even medication. Speak 
with your veterinarian about 
your pet’s anxious behavior to 
see if they might recommend 
options to help alleviate their 
anxiety.

No matter what your work 
schedule looks like, now is 
a great time to start teach-
ing your pet that time alone 
doesn’t have to be stressful and 
may even be enjoyable.  That 
way, your next fun day away 
can also be a vacation for your 
best friend!

The writer is director of mar-
keting and communications 

for the Animal Welfare League 
of Alexandria, a 501(c) (3) 

nonprofit organization sup-
porting Alexandria and beyond. 

More information is available 
at AlexandriaAnimals.org.
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The ‘new normal’ for pandemic pet owners

PHOTO/AWLA
Try leaving your pet a treat or toy when you leave for the day so that they associate your departure with something positive.

Simple steps can 
minimize disruptions 
for recent adoptees 
BY GINA HARDTER

As more and more of us are 
returning to work in person, 
don’t forget to consider what 
this change in schedule will 
look like for your furry fami-
ly members. This is especially 
true for recent adoptees, who 
may not be used to their human 
friend spending extended pe-
riods of time away from home. 
Here are some simple tips to 
help prepare your pets for your 
return to work.

Spend short periods of 
time away from home 
now – without your pet.

If your pet has only ever 
been home when there are 
people present, they might be 
scared or stressed to be home 
alone, especially if the first time 
is for eight hours or more while 
you are at work. 

Instead, spend short bursts 
of time out of your house: Go 
on a 10-minute walk to start, 
and see how they do. Then try 
an hour away to go shopping. 
Helping your pet realize that 
when you go away, you will 
come back will make them feel 
more comfortable with your 
leaving.

Leave a special treat 
when you go.

If your pet associates you 
leaving with loneliness, then 
now is the time to reconfigure 
those feelings. When you leave, 
give your pet a special treat, 
like their favorite toy or some 
yummy food that is safe with-
out supervision, of course. This 
will help them re-associate your 
departure with something ex-
citing happening. 

If you’re looking for a treat 
that will also provide enrich-
ment when you’re gone, consid-
er something long-lasting like 
a food puzzle or frozen Kong 
filled with food to  keep their 

PHOTO/AWLA
our pet may be experiencing separation anxiety if they react with 
extreme stress when you are away. 



“No Time to Die” is a thrilling yet convoluted 
end for Craig’s James Bond
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BY RICHARD ROEPER

From “Lawrence of Ara-
bia” to “Iron Man,” some of 
the most memorable films 
ever have gone into produc-
tion without a completed 
script, a roll of the dice that 
would seem particularly in-
sane in this age of nine-fig-
ure budgets. Yet reports in-
dicate that’s exactly what 
happened with Daniel Craig’s 
fifth and final Bond movie, 
“No Time to Die.”

In an interview with the 
Middle East edition of Es-
quire, director Cary Joji 
Fukunaga said the writing 
process continued even as 
shooting wrapped, saying 
there were scenes he had 
shot with Ralph Fiennes as 
M “that neither Ralph nor 
I knew exactly what he was 
saying it for.”

That explains a lot.
There are times during 

the thrilling and engrossing 
but convoluted and far-too-
long “No Time to Die” when 
things get so muddled and 
ambiguous and drawn out, 
it feels as if we’re watching 
a late-stage rough cut still in 
need of one last trim or two. 

Still, this is a breathtak-
ingly gorgeous, sometimes 
thrilling, well-acted and 
suitably profound sendoff 
to Daniel Craig in all his ice 
blue eyed, tightly wound, 
gritty gravitas. Craig’s Bond 
is one who seemed much 
more of this world than Rog-
er Moore’s 007. His Bond bled 
when he was cut, bruised 
when he was beaten and 
grieved deeply for those he 
lost. His Bond will be a very 
tough act to follow.

After a tense and expertly 
rendered prologue flashback 
sequence to the childhood 
of Bond’s “Spectre” love in-
terest Madeleine Swann (Lea 
Seydoux, excellent), we find 
Bond living the good life 
with Madeleine in Italy. Af-
ter an explosion and an ex-
tended action sequence in 
which Bond demonstrates he 
still has a way of out-driving, 
out-shooting and out-fox-
ing a mere two dozen hired 
henchmen, he puts Made-
leine on a train and tells her 
it’s the last time they’ll see 
each other. Bond goes off the 
grid for a prolonged period of 
time and is either forgotten 
or presumed dead, but just 

when he thinks he’s out, they 
pull him back in.

Jeffrey Wright’s 
world-weary CIA operative 
Felix Leiter returns, this 
time with a robotically ef-
ficient associate named Lo-
gan Ash (Billy Magnussen), 
and they recruit Bond for a 
mission that will take them 
to Cuba, where there’s some 
kind of ridiculous SPECTRE 
convention taking place. 
Suddenly we’re in vintage 

Bond territory, as 007 makes 
contact with a sultry CIA 
agent named Paloma (Ana 
de Armas. While they share 
drinks and some banter, this 
is 2021, so when Bond mis-
takenly thinks Paloma wants 
to hook up, she’s having 
none of it.

We also meet the new 
007, Nomi (Lashana Lynch 
in a blazingly good perfor-
mance), who makes it clear 
she’s not about to give up 
those digits to this old war-
horse, and we also learn 
about Rami Malek’s Lyutsifer 
Safin, a terrorist who fancies 
himself a savior and speaks 
as if he’s giving a low-energy 
TED Talk about how great it 
is to be a terrorist who fan-
cies himself a savior. Malek 
is a great actor, but can’t 
find a real character outside 
of Safin’s mannerisms and 
affectations.

Christoph Waltz returns 
as Blofeld, who is locked in a 
plexiglass cage that looks like 
an upgraded, sleeked-down 
version of the cell that once 
housed Hannibal Lecter. Fi-
ennes’ M alternates between 
cagey machinations and old 

friendships. Ben Whishaw’s 
Q and Naomie Harris’ Mon-
eypenny are also on hand 
to lend heart, humanity and 
vulnerability – and loyalty to 
Bond, even if he’s no longer 
with the company. Eventu-
ally, Seydoux’s Madeleine 
returns to the action and to 
Bond after years away, and 
let’s just say the personal 
stakes for Bond are taken to 
an unprecedented level when 
they reunite.

Whether we’re in Great 
Britain or Norway, Italy or Ja-
maica, “No Time to Die” looks 
every bit the global adven-
ture, with spectacular back-
drops, improbable car chases, 
missiles flying through the 
air and, of course, more than 
a few rounds of quick-cut, 
hand-to-hand combat.

Craig’s final moments as 
Bond rank among the most 
moving sequences in the his-
tory of this franchise, which 
has long favored the fantas-
tic and the eye-popping in-
stead of genuine emotional 
stakes. This time, you might 
even choke up a little as we 
close the book on this ver-
sion of James Bond.

PHOTO/METRO-GOLDWYN-MEYER
Daniel Craig as James Bond in “No Time to Die.”
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DIY bathroom updates that make a difference
Quick weekend 
projects can help 
refresh your style
BY BRANDPOINT

Whether you’re keeping 
up with ever-changing trends 
or your space simply needs a 
refresh, updating your bath-
room can be time consum-
ing and expensive – but it 
doesn’t have to be. With just 
a few minor tweaks, you can 
add style and function to 
your space without a total 
overhaul.

If you don’t have the bud-
get or the time for a bath-
room renovation, don’t give 
up hope. It’s possible to re-
fresh the look of your space 
with minimal effort. Simply 
use what you already have 
and start embellishing.

Here are a few quick and 
easy ideas you can do in less 
than a weekend’s time.

Upgrade your shower.
Take your shower from 

standard to luxurious. 
Switching your shower head 
is an easy upgrade that 
doesn’t require any plumb-
ing. Newer shower head 
options have multiple func-
tions that adjust to work for 
everyone, including children 
and pets.

Change your  
toilet seat.

Simply swapping out the 
smaller features in your bath-
room can make all the differ-
ence. You can have fun with 
your choices and add a lot of 
personality to the space.

“Changing your toilet seat 
is an easy way to upgrade the 
feel of your bathroom,” Jill 
Seidner, owner of Jill Seidner 
Interior Design in Los Ange-
les, said. “Benton seats are 
easy to install, making for a 
simple weekend DIY project 
that gives your bathroom a 
fresh look.”

Mixing metals can help 

add interest, and the matte 
black hinges of the seat act as 
an anchor to balance brighter 
finish tones like gold or sil-
ver and complement brushed 
nickel.

Designate a  
plant shelf.

In a small, humid space 
like a bathroom, many 
houseplants can thrive. Try 
potting aloe, azaleas or ferns 
to create your own mini ar-
boretum. The greenery adds 
a natural pop of color and 
contributes a relaxing ambi-
ance to your space.

Change the mood  
with wall color.

Never underestimate 

the power of a fresh coat of 
paint. For a spa-like space, 
try a light neutral shade, 
or go for a bold style with a 
bright accent wall. Look for 
an anti-mildew paint for less 
maintenance over time and 
use a low sheen to keep im-

perfection at a minimum.
If you’re feeling even 

more adventurous, opt for 
a bold printed wallpaper for 
an upscale look at an afford-
able price. Try temporary 
peel-and-stick wallpaper and 
you’ll be able to easily switch 

out your wall styles over 
time.

Accessorize with style.
A bathroom refresh 

doesn’t have to require tools 
and labor. Simply adding 
new window treatments, 
refreshing linens, rugs and 
shower curtains will bright-
en the space. Spruce up your 
shelves with candles, decora-
tive books, cute knickknacks 
and more.

Upgrading your bath-
room space doesn’t have 
to be an all-or-nothing en-
deavor. Try any of these 
quick DIY projects to suit 
your style and increase the 
wow factor in your bath-
room space.

PHOTO/BRANDPOINT
Upgrading the shower or toilet seat are easy ways to infuse your bathroom with new style.

If you don’t have the 
budget or the time for a 

bathroom renovation, don’t 
give up hope. It’s possible 
to refresh the look of your 
space with minimal effort.”
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HOME OF THE WEEK

AT A GLANCE
Address: 829 Emerald Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22308
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 3.5
Square feet: 3,314
Year built: 1966
Contact: Kathy Kratovil
202-285-6391
Katharine.Kratovil@
cbmove.com
Tracy Vitali
904-505-1874
Tracy.Vitali@cbmove.com

PHOTO/TAMMY LOVERDOS
Left: The primary bathroom features a soaking tub, custom tile and one-of-a-kind dual head shower.
Middle: The home is located on one of George Washington’s five original farms.
Right: Designed by St. Clair Kitchen, the kitchen attaches to the open living and dining rooms to provide an ideal entertaining space.

CALENDAR
OCTOBER 8

FALL WINE FESTIVAL AND SUN-
SET TOUR Celebrate the kickoff 
to the Mount Vernon Ladies’ As-
sociation’s most popular event 
of the year. This three-day event 
features unlimited samples from 
Virginia’s finest wineries, fruit 
and cheese boxes and views 
overlooking the Potomac River 
from the East Lawn. Tickets 
start at $43 for members and 
$53 for non-members. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
fall-wine-festival-%26-sunset-
tour/9764/

OCTOBER 13

SARMIENTO’S TREPIDATIONS 

IN WASHINGTON Celebrate 
National Hispanic Heritage 
Month with an informative pre-
sentation on Latin American 
statesman Faustino Domingo 
Sarmiento. The presentation, 
to be delivered by Santa Clara 
University Sociology Depart-
ment Chair Dr. Enrique Pumar, 
will discuss what brought 
Sarmiento to the United 
States, his stay in the nation’s 
capital and his observations 
about American democracy. 
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: http://apps.alex-
andriava.gov/Calendar/Detail.
aspx?si=37935 

OCTOBER 16

OLD TOWN OYSTER WEEK The 
second annual Old Town Oyster 
Festival will take place from 
Oct. 16 through Oct. 24 in part-

nership with the Oyster Recov-
ery Foundation and sponsored 
by Guinness. Help kick off the 
exciting week with an oyster 
shucking competition on Vola’s 
Airstream Patio, set to live mu-
sic from Driven to Clarity. 
Time: Varies
Location: Throughout Old Town 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/
event/2nd-annual-old-town-
oyster-week/18300/

OCTOBER 22

JAPANESE GARDEN GALA In 
honor of the second anniversa-
ry of the enthronement of the 
Japanese Emperor Naruhito, an 
avid viola player, the Japanese 
Garden Gala will support Clas-
sical Movements concerts and 
artists. The gala is inspired by 
the art and culture of Japan, 
and will feature musicians of 

the National Symphony Orches-
tra and cultural demonstrations 
of ikenaba, calligraphy, origami, 
koto and more. There will also 
be Japanese cuisine, sake, tea 
and whiskey. 
Time: 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: 711 Princess St.
Information: https://
www.visitalexandriava.
com/event/japanese-gar-
den-gala%3a-support-clas-
sical-movements-con-
certs-and-artists/18310/

OCTOBER 23

FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL Go 
all out for fall with 18th-century 
demonstrations at the farm at 
Mount Vernon. Activities include 
beer making, fish packing, spin-
ning, textile-dying, cooking and 
more. Cost is included with the 
price of admission. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Location: 3600 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
fall-harvest-festival/8685/

DRUG TAKE BACK DAY Dis-
pose of your unwanted and ex-
pired prescription medications 
on the DEA’s national Drug 
Take Back Day to  help pre-
vent pill abuse and theft. The 
Alexandria Police Department, 
Alexandria Sheriff’s Office, 
Alexandria Health Department 
and Substance Abuse Preven-
tion Coalition of Alexandria 
are joining forces to staff 
multiple drop off sites around 
town. Face coverings are re-
quired inside as is six feet of 
physical distance.
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Varies
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=38006

Spacious Waynewood beauty

This home on one of the 
most desirable streets, Emer-
ald Drive, in the Waynewood 
neighborhood will capture 
the attention of anyone the 
moment they walk up to it. 

Beautifully renovated in 
December 2019 with high 
quality finishes, custom mill 
work throughout, a primary 
bedroom suite addition and 

two car oversized garage, this 
property is defined by luxury. 
The open living and dining 
rooms and kitchen designed 
by award-winning, Alexan-
dria-based St. Clair Kitchen 
offer an ideal entertaining 
space. There are three fire-
places, new hardwood floors 
and custom trim in this 
home. 

The luxurious primary 
bedroom has a bathroom 
with a one-of-a-kind dual 
head shower, a soaking tub, 
custom tile, dual vanities 
and private water closet. The 
custom-made walk-in clos-
et completes the large main 
floor, with a primary suite, 
sitting area and French doors 
that lead to the deck. 

This spacious home fea-
tures five bedrooms, three 
full and one half baths and a 
rec room with custom built-
ins. A screened in patio with 
French doors from the dining 
room and attached open deck 
provides expansive outdoor 
living space.

The lower level features a 
rec room, wood burning fire-

place, two more bedrooms, 
ample storage space, a sep-
arate laundry room and a 
spectacular walkout entrance 
to the paver patio. All of this 
is ideally located on one of 
George Washington’s five 
original farms in a sought-af-
ter community with great 
parks, a pool, sports fields 
and trails. 



SPLIT DECISION by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg

Weekly Words
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ACROSS
1 Swing states?
6 Potato bud
9 “Babe”
12 Business with treatments
15 Continuous ranges
17 Epic Cali Bacon Burrito seller
19 Fancy
21 Presenting a fast-food side?
23 Basil-based sauce
24 Mount St. Helens’ output
25 Just all right
26 SFO guess
27 Individual
28 The thing over there
30 Yearning felt before Hallow-

een?
35 Easy gait
38 Matches, as a poker bet
39 Like some wine barrels
40 Combed (through)
42 “Pretty Woman” co-star Richard
43 Peer group?
45 M.A. seeker’s test
48 One who walks right off the 

catwalk?
50 “... ___ lack thereof”
51 Lite
53 And others (Abbr.)
54 Weep loudly
55 Signal for male sheep?
57 Base for a Chinese sauce
58 Support

60 ID theft datum
61 Sometime in the future
62 Non-mainstream watercol-

ors, e.g.?
68 Sounded like a lion
71 Crew team’s leader, informally
72 Stereotypical Canadian sen-

tence enders
73 Make darker
76 Where to stick a corncob 

holder?
79 Archery skill
81 Combo meal drink
82 Socket inserts
83 Traveler’s stopover
84 Expert at patiently eliciting 

giggles?
88 Olive of classic comics
89 What a Scout learns to tie
90	 Birth	control	options,	briefly
91 Cuddly marsupials
92 Feature
95 With 60-Down, common jazz 

instrument
96 Jazzy James
97 Evidence as to who tasted 

too	many	filled	scones?
102 Goofs
105	 In	conflict
106 Space station until 2001
107 Mostly closed
111 Soccer medalist Hamm
112 Version of someone else’s 

song
113 Business of looking after 

grazing land?
118 Kevin of “Dave”
119 Lofty level to surpass
120 Takes a bite out of?
121 Word bookending “lease out”
122 Flamenco yell
123 Automaton, for short
124 Goodbye, in Grenoble

DOWN
1 Compromised equitably
2 Birth mo. for many Libras
3 Big name in elevators
4 1962 Bond movie
5 Succumbs to gravity
6 www.stanford.___
7 Thus far
8 Small toymaker
9 Port-au-Prince’s country
10	 Jellyfish’s	habitat,	usually
11 Phone book listings (Abbr.)
12 Turn abruptly
13 It doesn’t stay hot
14 Playwright Chekhov
15 Lovers’ disagreement
16 Door directive
18 Tough journeys
19 Give a TED Talk, say
20	 Godzilla’s	foe	in	a	2021	film
22 Alley-___
27 Hope’s partner

29 All-out
31 Pre-owned
32	 Trifling
33 Orange coat?
34 Aquarium decoration
36 Limit one ___ customer
37 “Slow Churned” brand
40 Takes to court
41 Excited about
42 Hold nothing back
43 Actress Woodward
44 One may start with https://
46 Avatar of Vishnu
47 Crafty website
49 Complainer’s sound
51 Like a two-hour lecture
52	 Unrefined	deposits
55 Forensic show with a Vegas 

revival
56 Heavy weight
59 Pour, as pinot noir
60 See 95-Across
62 Enchanted prince, maybe
63	 Officials	in	striped	shirts
64 NAACP co-founder ___ B. 

Wells
65 “___ favor”
66 Defrosts
67 “Really?”
68 Taken-back auto
69 Word after “Employees” or 

“Exit”
70 Feature blocked by parental 

controls
73 Budget list?
74 Original thought
75 Perseverance rover’s place
77 Like September or the letter “I”
78 Roxy Music’s Brian
80 TV host’s device
81 Rollerblade, for one
84	 Spiderweb	fiber
85 Medieval music maker
86 Funny smell
87 Camp bed
89 Sets of parts
93 Hamster or beaver
94 Conductor Previn
95 “So frustrating!”
97 One can lift a car
98 Reef around a lagoon
99 Microsoft Outlook service
100	Overindulge	in	Netflix,	maybe
101 The “S” of UCSF
103 Key holder
104 Exams scored from 400 to 

1600
108 Pinkett Smith of “Girls Trip”
109 Improved over time, perhaps
110 Mortgage update, for short
113 P, to Pythagoras
114 Flow out
115 Asada known for her triple 

axels
116 Getty Museum contents
117 “Sallie” or “Ginnie” follower

STEPHEN BLOOD (79), of Alexandria, Sept. 25, 2021

MARY FOX (91), of Alexandria, Sept. 28, 2021

AUBIN HIGGINS (78), of Alexandria, Sept. 23, 2021

B.T. MARSHALL (85), formerly of Alexandria, Sept. 23, 2021

PEGGY C. WRIGHT (65), of Alexandria, Sept. 29, 2021

DEATH NOTICES
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To the editor:
I am writing to urge voters in District B 

to vote for PreeAnn Johnson, an outstand-
ing candidate for School Board who has 
served as an elementary school principal 
and assistant principal in Alexandria City 
Public Schools for the past 20 years. 

When I joined the staff at ACPS in 
2006 as the bilingual parent liaison for 
the ESL Office, Johnson was the assistant 
principal at Cora Kelly School for Math, 
Science and Technology. Of all the school 
administrators throughout ACPS at that 
time, Johnson was my most enthusiastic 
collaborator.

Communication with non-English 
speaking families necessitated new tech-
nology and new practices that required 
school leaders to be open-minded and 
innovative. Johnson was ready to sup-
port and take advantage of every inno-
vation. Her top priority has always been 
communication with all families so that 
they can support their children’s success 
in school.

During my nine years with ACPS, 
our student enrollment increased from 
10,000 to 15,000 students. During that 
period, Johnson left Cora Kelly to become 
the principal at Polk Elementary. Schools 
were overwhelmed with the influx of new 
students and Johnson did an impressive 
job of handling the swelling enrollment. 
She supported her teachers and staff and 
took advantage of community resources. 

Polk was one of the first schools to 
participate in swimming and bike riding 
programs offered by community non-
profits. That was a product of Johnson’s 
focus on the whole child, valuing phys-
ical and emotional development along 
with academics. 

Under Johnson’s leadership, Polk has 
also been one of our highest performing 
elementary schools academically.

During my first term on the School 
Board, I was the liaison to Polk Elemen-
tary and once again had the opportunity 

Our View

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

PHOTO/DICK CHAIT
Alexandria’s Union Station turned 116 last month, having opened on 
Sept. 15, 1905. The station is still heavily used by commuters taking the 
Virginia Railway Express and by long-distance travelers on Amtrak.

PreeAnn Johnson for School Board
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Misplaced outrage?
“The issue is that we should have some more resilient infrastructure 

so that if a transformer or a switch blows up, which happens from time 
to time, that it doesn’t take out thousands of people every single time. 
… We want to see an expanded infrastructure investment. [Dominion] 
showed a multi-year history of investment with similar numbers every 
year. It doesn’t seem like they feel like there’s any need for large invest-
ments, and we believe there are.”

Replace the words “transformer or a switch blows up” with “100-year 
rainfall occurs,” “take out” with “cause damage to” and “Dominion” with 
“The City of Alexandria,” and this quote from Mayor Justin Wilson reads like 
a post on the Bring Integrity Back to Alexandria Facebook group from a res-
ident fed up with the city’s slow response to the destructive flooding that’s 
been ravaging increasingly large swaths of Alexandria these past few years.

Spoken about the power outage on Saturday in Del Ray in the midst of 
Art on the Avenue, his words contain a fair bit of irony. But does Wilson 
see the irony in his outrage at the power outage that disrupted Art on the 
Avenue in his own neighborhood, on which it’s possible to conveniently 
blame Dominion Energy, and the city’s lack of meaningful upkeep and 
remediation on a flooding condition that has become a crisis?

We want to make it completely clear that the power outage that 
disrupted Art on the Avenue was an extremely unfortunate event that 
caused real financial harm to restaurants and shops that have already 
suffered greatly during the COVID-19 pandemic.

In fact, we plan to run a special section in the Alexandria Times in 
the coming weeks and will be offering a free small ad to every restau-
rant that had to close on Saturday because of the power outage. When 
any part of our city suffers, we all suffer.

But Wilson’s ongoing, very loud complaining about Dominion’s lack of 
spending on its infrastructure in Alexandria is also rich given that he had the 
opportunity to lead City Council to spend all, not just a small fraction, of the 
city’s $29 million in American Rescue Plan Act funding on flood remediation.

This City Council has followed Wilson’s lead on every significant issue 
during the past three years and there is no reason to believe he couldn’t 
have persuaded them to spend meaningful dollars on flood remediation 
had he been as outraged about that problem as he is at Dominion.

Wilson has served on City Council for 11 of the past 14 years, first 
as a councilor, then vice mayor and now mayor. He has unabashedly 
pushed for approval of development projects that have taxed Alexan-
dria’s antiquated sewer system to the breaking point, and he needs to 
own the cause and effect between population growth and flooding.

The numbers are quite clear about this. In 2010, Alexandria’s popu-
lation was 139,966 according to the city’s own 2010 Census Data Profile. 
Our population is now 159,428 according to Alexandria Health Depart-
ment data from last month – a population growth of 19,462 in 11 years.

The U.S. Geological Survey says that the average American uses be-
tween 80 and 100 gallons of water in their homes each day. Taking the 
midpoint of 90 gallons, that’s 32,850 gallons of water per year per per-
son, and most of it is passed straight into our sewer system.

Hold onto your socks for the next number: that means 639,326,700 
more gallons of water are being used in Alexandria this year than just 
11 years ago, and most of it is going right into a sewer system that has 
received little TLC during that time.

Wilson is a man of great intelligence and an unusual mastery of poli-
cy details who has wielded outsized influence during his time on Alexan-
dria’s council dais. If he wins re-election next month to another three years 
as mayor, we hope that he brings as much fervor to solving Alexandria’s 
flooding woes – which certainly should include a densification pause – as 
he has to the problems caused by the Dominion power outages.



Return. SROs. Now.

to observe Johnson in action. Polk 
is an ethnically, culturally and so-
cioeconomically diverse school 
and Johnson made all students 
and their families feel welcome. 
School-wide events were always 

well attended by a diverse group of 
families.  

The School Board has much to 
gain if Johnson wins in November. 
If you live in District B, I urge you to 
vote for her.

-Margaret Lorber, 
member, Alexandria School Board
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To the editor:
It was truly something to wit-

ness firsthand the dismissive atti-
tude of Alexandria’s City Council 
over the school resource officers 
issue. We are all aware that City 
Council chose to remove the SROs 
in the middle of the COVID-19 pan-
demic without proper opportunity 
for public comment on the matter. 
In a joint council and School Board 
meeting, Councilor John Chapman 
said he did it that way to preserve 
the opportunity to have a discus-
sion. There was no thought or plan 
for students’ physical safety when 
returning to school. 

All middle and high school prin-
cipals said they depended upon SROs 
to maintain adequate security. Sev-
eral members of Alexandria’s School 
Board have adamantly reiterated 
their grave concerns over the safety 
of students, with escalating violence 
that ended up with one 14-year-old 
student recently being shot.

Parents are hearing about brawls 
every week and there is even an Insta-
gram account solely dedicated to vid-
eos such fights. Alexandria City High 
School cannot even complete a foot-
ball game without an entire crowd 
leaving in a stampede over what was 
thought to be a gunshot, but what 
turned out to be a firecracker.

This seems dire to everyone ex-
cept City Council. Chapman says 
he only had “anecdotal” evidence 
that the SROs were helping a small 
percentage of students. Then at the 
Return the SROs rally, Councilor 
Canek Aguirre said there was “no 
evidence of gang violence in the 
schools.” He then dismissed the im-
passioned pleas of Principal PreAnn 
Johnson and a parent of a child who 
was bullied and got in a fight. Even 

former T.C. Williams Principal John 
Porter has practically begged coun-
cil to keep the SROs.

While Chapman and Aguirre 
want conversations and forums, stu-
dents are having weekly brawls that 
only seem to escalate, with adminis-
trators, counselors and even security 
guards being attacked in them.

What was the rationale behind 
this decision that went against ev-
ery single stakeholder? It is due to 
the prioritization of the national 
“defund the police” and “restor-
ative justice” narratives over the 
safety of our students. Despite the 
escalating violence, Chapman and 
Aguirre remain undeterred by our 
pleas. 

When I was in ninth grade, I took 
gym for summer school at George 
Washington Middle School. After 
class we saw a group of teens scatter 
after a fight. We saw a teen laying 
across the street, bleeding. He later 
died of stab wounds. That was in the 
90’s when we had “tame” gangs like 
the Bloods and the Crips. Now we 
have MS-13, 18th Street, Mob 4 Life 
and South Side Chirilagua. Beefs 
between rival gangs are likely the 
cause of several fights. 

If you do not see a major threat 
to the safety of our students, you 
either are dangerously ignorant or 
care more about other priorities. 
What will happen, if, God forbid, 
there is a school shooting or stab-
bing such as the one that just hap-
pened in Annapolis and we do not 
have SROs in the school to inter-
vene like they did?

It is time to return the SROs now 
and save the forums for when our chil-
dren can go to school without fear. 

-Liz Fuller, 
Alexandria

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and 
do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Nuclear weapons and  
civil-military accountability
By Joe Sestak

The nuclear chain of command is the most sacrosanct of any within our mil-
itary, as I experienced when I had custody of them on ships. It’s why the chain of 
command holds repeated drills on authenticating launch orders, allowing zero 
procedural deviations.

The authors of “Peril” have asserted that Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, was concerned over a raging, seemingly unbound President/
Commander-in-Chief Donald Trump. By law, the chain-of-command for a nucle-
ar launch is from the president directly to his Secretary of Defense, and straight 
to the Commander of the U.S. Strategic Command.

CJCS is not in that civil-military chain. Nevertheless, Milley informed his se-
nior officers that he “had to be involved” in any order 
to launch nuclear weap- ons, asking each to confirm 
they understood.

Military leaders histor- ically have had an anxious 
relationship with nuclear doctrine, the most conse-
quential of civil-military relations. In a real world 
example, President Dwight Eisenhower’s “New Look” 
policy assumed limited conventional wars could be 
waged with nuclear weap- ons. Consequently, in 1954, 
then-CJCS Arthur Rad- ford informed Eisenhower 
that two nuclear-capable aircraft carriers were posi-
tioned to defend French troops at Dien Bien Phu. 

However, when the French requested air intervention, the fleet commander had 
replaced the nuclear aircraft carriers with conventional-only carriers. The command-
er’s view of nuclear weapons was that they were meant as a deterrent whose release 
would only be authorized in a “pretty hot war” that directly involved the United States.

In 1988, then-CJCS William Crowe held a war game for all NATO chiefs of 
defense. During the game, as overwhelming Soviet conventional forces entered 
western Europe, the decision to launch nuclear weapons was taken, evoking a 
harsh discussion on what was long-standing nuclear doctrine. In his last chair-
man’s assessment, Admiral Crowe expressed his concern about the near-auto-
matic U.S. commitment to use nuclear weapons.

The unique legacy of U.S. civil-military relations – civilian control of the mil-
itary – was established by Gen. George Washington when, at war’s end, he point-
edly presented his sword and resignation to the Congress of the Confederation. 
Today’s CJCS is the steward of that treasured legacy. 

“Peril” alleges that CJCS Milley was sufficiently alarmed by Trump’s mental 
state and a nuclear decision of unthinkable consequences that he moved to insert 
himself into the most inviolate of civil-military relationships. He did the wrong 
thing for the right reason. Therefore, his resignation should have been handed to 
incoming President Joe Biden on the day of his inauguration.

Inherent to our nation’s civil-military relationship is that with responsibility 
goes authority, but with them both goes accountability. Milley may have done the 
responsible thing under the distinct circumstances he confronted, but he lacked 
the authority to do it, and must hold himself accountable for his action, no matter 
his good intentions.

Washington’s legacy of accountability for civilian control of the military was 
empowered by his action of resignation, relinquishing all military authority to the 
civilian executive of the time. Similarly, the action of violating that civilian control 
today demands accountability, despite the best of reasons. Only by answering for 
his deed, regardless of its intent, can Milley ensure that his junior officers under-
stand that civilian control is inviolate by anyone assuming the chairmanship. 

The writer, an Alexandria resident, served in Congress from 2006 
to 2010 and previously was a Vice Admiral in the U.S. Navy.

JOE 
 SESTAK
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One-party governance is harmful Don’t ignore the School Board election

History can’t be changed

To the editor:
As early voting for the 

Virginia general election 
gets underway, there’s an 
important but often over-
looked nonpartisan con-
test near the bottom of the 
ballot: Alexandria School 
Board. Even if you don’t 
have school-age children, 
your vote matters. School 
Boards oversee the spend-
ing of your tax dollars; we all 
benefit from a well-educat-
ed community; and strong 
schools are good for the lo-
cal economy.  

Because these ballot de-
cisions are consequential, 
you owe it to your fellow 
Alexandrians to choose 
wisely. Alexandria’s School 
Board has nine members, 
three elected from each 
of three districts. You can 
find your district at http://
alexvaptac.org/sbelec-
tion2021/.

All nine seats are up for 
election, giving you the op-
portunity to vote for three 
candidates. Three incum-
bents are running for re-
election, two in District A 
and one in C, and one for-
mer board member is run-
ning again in B. Therefore, 
at least five members will 
be gearing up for the steep 
learning curve of board ser-
vice.

As long-time ACPS par-
ents active in both school-
based and city-wide issues 
over the years, we encour-
age you to consider some 
qualities that make effective 
School Board leaders: 

Broad focus  
and vision. 

Prospective School 
Board members should un-
derstand the diversity of 
families ACPS serves and 
should represent all fami-
lies in the city and not just 
the district or neighborhood 
that they call home. For the 
first time in recent history, 
there are strong candidates 

of color running in each 
district – Willie Bailey and 
Jacinta Greene in A, Pree-
Ann Johnson in B and Mea-
gan Alderton, Abdel Elnoubi 
and Chris Harris in C. There 
are also candidates who 
understand communities 
that have been traditional-
ly underrepresented on the 
board. Look for candidates 
who speak with inclusive 
language and demonstrate 
an understanding of and 
passion for opportunity for 
all students. Can candidates 
cite the name of ACPS’ stra-
tegic plan? (Hint: It’s “Equi-
ty for All 2025”.)

Budget familiarity. 
Within hours of being 

sworn in, the board will 
begin the budget process. 
Candidates need to know 
how the ACPS budget is 
funded and prioritized, how 
it mirrors ACPS’ goals and 
priorities and how it relates 
to the larger city budget. In-
cumbents such as Michelle 
Rief and Greene in A, and 
Alderton in C, as well as 
former School Board mem-
ber Kelly Carmichael Booz 
in B and former City Coun-
cilor Bailey in A, would 
bring valuable prior experi-
ence to a board of majority 
newcomers. 

Belief in shared 
leadership. 

It is the duty of the 
School Board to hire and 
oversee the superinten-
dent. How candidates inter-
pret that oversight and the 
board-superintendent re-
lationship matters. Do they 
describe their prerogative 
to fire the superintendent or 
“make the superintendent 
accountable,” or do they of-
fer their expertise and ideas 
to move leadership forward? 
Keep in mind that if a board 
moves to part with the su-
perintendent, then that 
board, and thus the entire 
community, will spend the 

next three years searching 
for a new leader. A collabo-
rative approach to improv-
ing leadership on behalf of 
children and teachers might 
be a better choice.  

Complementary  
skill sets. 

Other than being a caring 
parent or community mem-
ber, what professional skills 
and public education ethos 
will they bring to comple-
ment the strengths of their 
board colleagues? Familiar-
ity with best practices that 
support excellence among 
teachers, staff and admin-
istrators is a plus. Ashley 
Simpson Baird in District B 
would contribute valuable 
expertise as a former teach-
er and education researcher 
and policy expert. 

Collegiality. 
Each member is just one 

part of the whole board and 
their collective success will 
depend on their individual 
interpersonal communi-
cation styles. Are they in-
clined toward consensus 
and compromise, or are 
they more likely to chart a 
“my way or the highway” 
course? Beware of candi-
dates running on a single 
issue that’s attracting me-
dia attention, or candidates 
using partisan slogans to 
divide and distract voters, 
such as “Open the Schools,” 
or masks vs. no masks. 
School Board service lasts 
three years; serious candi-
dates will show interest be-
yond the issue du jour.

We encourage you to 
learn about your candidates 
and vote on or before Nov. 2. 
Visit the webpage above for 
information about the Alex-
andria PTA Council’s candi-
date forum on Oct. 13. 

-Helen Morris, former 
member, Alexandria School 

Board; Melynda Dovel 
Wilcox, former president, 
Alexandria PTA Council

To the editor:
I wish we had a two-party 

system in Northern Virginia 
so our elected representa-
tives could not go off the 
deep end. U.S. Rep. Don Bey-
er’s latest constituent com-
munication evidences the 
degree to which one-party 
governance has caused our 
representatives to lose per-
spective. I am sure there are 
Republican places where the 
same thing in reverse has 
happened such as with Tex-
as’ draconian abortion law, 
from which Virginia Repub-
lican gubernatorial nominee 
Glenn Youngkin has dis-
tanced himself.  

In Beyer’s paragraph on 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
last entry tells his constit-
uents how we can access a 
copy of our vaccination cer-
tificates. This is important 
constituent-services infor-
mation of interest regard-
less of party and should have 
been the first thing in the 
paragraph, instead of what 
was actually the first thing: 
draconian initiatives to force 
people to be vaccinated.

What is particularly 
worrisome is that Beyer and 
all but a handful of his col-
league Democrats would be 
the first ones to champion 
a woman’s right to control 
her body and make her own 
healthcare decisions, but 
when it comes to COVID-19 

vaccinations, they want 
the government to play the 
same sort of role that many 
Republicans would have it 
play regarding abortion.  

Nearly half a century af-
ter “Roe v. Wade,” it sudden-
ly occurred to congressional 
liberals that they should 
codify abortion rights. Will 
their vehicle for doing so, 
the Women’s Health Protec-
tion Act, provide appropriate 
protection for viable, third 
trimester fetuses, which 
“Roe v. Wade” allowed, and 
place other boundaries with-
in “Roe v Wade’s” parame-
ters so that we no longer are 
side-by-side with China and 
North Korea among the few 
countries condoning carte-
blanche abortion?  

Beyer’s constituent com-
munication mentions the di-
visive, Democrats-only $3.5 
trillion Build Back Better 
bill before it mentions the 
bipartisan Senate-passed In-
frastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act. If restoring comity 
and bipartisanship to gover-
nance is important, shouldn’t 
this $1.5 trillion initiative, 
tucked in at the end almost 
as an afterthought even 
though it contains funds to 
help Alexandria deal with 
flooding, which helps every-
one regardless of party, be 
mentioned first?  

-Dino Drudi, 
Alexandria

To the editor:
I’ve read every comment 

written regarding the renam-
ing of Lee Street over the last 
several months.

Here’s my take:
History cannot be re-

written. Lee Street is our 
history. Love him or despise 
him, Robert E. Lee grew up 
here and was a resident of 
Alexandria. He fought for 
his ideals, however mis-

guided.
Are we also going to take 

down the markers identifying 
his childhood home or that of 
his relatives?

We, Alexandrians, are a 
strong folk. In understanding 
what history has written, we 
must accept it and speak of it 
both to each other and to any 
visitors we encounter.

-Sandy Northrop, 
Alexandria
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
What is the biggest infrastructure problem 
facing Alexandria?

This Week  
What is the best path for the future of River Farm?

A) Recurrent power outages.
B) Flooding.
C) Lack of high quality, municipal broadband.
D) Something else.

47% The American Horticultural Society should sell River Farm to NOVA Parks.
24% AHS should stay on as owner of River Farm.
16% NOVA Parks and AHS should become joint owners.
7% AHS should own the property, while NOVA Parks partners with AHS  
to oversee and maintain the property.
7% AHS should sell River Farm to a private developer.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

The Alexandria Dukes, Part 1
As Major League Baseball 

swings into its playoffs, let’s 
reminisce about when Al-
exandria had its own minor 
league team, the Dukes.

The president of the high 
single-A Carolina League of-
fered Alexandria a franchise 
in 1977, according to a team 
publication, and eventually 
more than 300 citizens bought 
more than 72,000 shares of 
common stock to fund what 
was officially called the Al-
exandria Baseball Club, Inc. 
The franchise started play in 
1978, with Four Mile Run Park 
chosen as a temporary home, 
with the assumption that suc-
cess on the field would lead to 
more comfortable accommo-
dations.

According to long-time 
fan Gordon Thomas, the team 
had a co-op roster of players 
sent to it by a variety of home 
clubs in 1978 and 1980. It was 
affiliated with the Seattle 
Mariners in 1979 but couldn’t 
afford the leap to AA baseball 
that the Mariners requested. 
From 1981 until their move 
to Prince William County af-
ter the 1983 season, the team 
was associated with the Pitts-
burgh Pirates. Today, the club 
goes by the name Fredericks-
burg Nationals.

The two years as a co-op 
team were not very success-
ful both on the field and off. 
Four Mile Run Park’s location 
next to Cora Kelly Elementa-
ry School and on Alexandria 
City Public Schools property 
meant that alcohol sales were 
prohibited. The lack of park-

ing also hurt the club’s reve-
nues.

The association with the 
Pirates, however, was a boon 

for the club. It signed the 
affiliation agreement with 
Pittsburgh just after the Pi-
rates had beaten the Orioles 
in the World Series. The 1982 
season included the honor of 
Alexandria hosting the Car-
olina League All-Star game 
and winning the league with 
a three-game sweep of the 
Durham Bulls.

As you would expect from 
a team whose longest asso-
ciation was with the Pirates, 
the most prominent alum-
ni of the Alexandria Dukes 
played for Pittsburgh. Rafael 
Belliard and Bobby Bonilla 
both played for the Dukes, al-
though they later won World 
Series rings with other fran-
chises.

As a term of his release 
from the New York Mets, 
starting in 2011 Bonilla has 
received payments of $1.19 
million every July 1, and will 
continue to receive those 
payments until 2035. He will 
be 72 years old when he re-
ceives that last payment for a 
season he didn’t even play for 
the Mets.

The Alexandria Dukes 
moved on from our town, but 
thanks to the hard work of a 
few loyal enthusiasts, espe-
cially Don Plavnick, John Bri-
ar and Thomas, their history 
in Alexandria has not been 
forgotten. Look for another 
column on the Dukes later 
this month.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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PHOTO/GORDON THOMAS
A ticket stub from the 1982 Carolina League All-Star game that was 
played in Alexandria (top) and the Alexandria Dukes’ 1982 program 
(bottom).



PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, 
VIRGINIA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING AND NOTICE 

OF AVAILABILITY OF 
THE DRAFT CITIZEN 

PARTICIPATION PLAN
FOR HOUSING 

AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

The City of Alexandria’s Draft Citi-
zen Participation Plan for Housing 
and Community Development 
(“Participation Plan”) will be avail-
able for comment beginning on or 
about Tuesday, October 12, 2021 
and ending Monday, November 15, 
2021.  Persons wishing to comment 

on the Draft Participation Plan may 
do so either in writing and/or by 
providing testimony at the regular 
public hearing of the City Council 
on November 13, beginning at 9:30 
a.m. in the City Council Chamber, 
301 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314. 

The City’s Draft Participation Plan 
has been developed in accordance 
with guidelines set forth by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD).

The Participation Plan is a 
document that provides for, and 
encourages, public participation 
and which emphasizes participation 
by persons of low- or moderate-in-
come, particularly residents of 
predominantly low- and moder-
ate-income neighborhoods in the 
allocation process of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funds, Home Investment Partner-
ships Program (HOME) funds, Sec-
tion 108 loan funds, and any other 
housing and community funds 
appropriated to the City by HUD.

The Participation Plan lays out how 
residents will be given access to 
information and records related to 
the City’s use of funds; how public 
hearings will be held to obtain 
resident views and questions on 
proposed activities and review of 

program performance; how written 
complaints will be answered; how 
the City will meet the needs of 
non-English speaking residents at 
public hearings where a significant 
number of non-English speak-
ing residents can be reasonably 
expected to participate; and how 
other HUD requirements for public 
participation will be met.  

Beginning Tuesday, October 12, 
the Draft Participation Plan will be 
available on the City’s Website at 
alexandriava.gov/Housing and hard 
copies of the City’s Draft Partic-
ipation Plan may be reviewed or 
picked up at the Office of Housing, 
located at 421 King Street, Suite 
215, Alexandria, VA from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

The document will be available in 
languages besides English or in a 
format accessible to persons with 
disabilities upon request.  Written 
comments may be sent via postal 
mail to the Office of Housing at 
the address above, delivered to 
the Office of Housing in person, 
or emailed to kimberly.cadena@
alexandriava.gov Comments will 
be accepted until 5 p.m., Monday, 
November 15.

For further information or requests 
for reasonable accommodations, 

please call Eric Keeler or Kim 
Cadena at the Office of Housing at 
703.746.4990, or TTY 703.838.5056 
for the hearing impaired.

LEGAL NOTICE
Public Hearing will be held by 
the City Council of the City of 

Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chamber, City Hall, City of Alexan-
dria, Virginia, on Saturday, October 
16, 2021, at 9:30 a.m., or as soon 
as may be heard on the hereinafter 
described item.

AN ORDINANCE approving and 
authorizing the closure of the 100 
Block of King Street to Vehicular 
Traffic.
The proposed ordinance closes the 
100 block of King Street to vehicu-
lar traffic, between Union and Lee 
Streets.

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT 
AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS 
MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED 
ORDINANCES WITHOUT 
FURTHER PUBLICATION.  IT 
IS RECOMMENDED THAT 
PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY 
OF THESE ORDINANCES OB-
TAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES 
FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL.  IF THE MAYOR 
FINDS AND DECLARES THAT 
WEATHER OR OTHER CONDI-
TIONS ARE SUCH THAT IT IS 
HAZARDOUS FOR MEMBERS 
TO ATTEND THE MEETING, 
THIS MEETING WILL BE CON-
TINUED TO THE FOLLOWING 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 23, 2021. 
GLORIA SITTON, CMC, CITY 
CLERK

LEGAL NOTICE
BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 

REVIEW

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the October 20, 2021 
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PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

CONSTANT TCHAMDA

MYHOUSELAND INC

22675 Dulles Summit Ct #175

Sterling 20166

IMPORTER.WHOLESALE

WINE
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meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2 3708.2(A)(3) and 
the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on June 20, 2020 to under-
take essential business. All of the 
members of the public body and 
staff are participating from remote 
locations through Zoom Webinar. 
This meeting is being held elec-
tronically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meeting to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meeting can be accessed 
by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_Cc4fw-
ZFjRKCQs_z78Ow0Ew 

*The Board of Architectural Review 
Hearing will start at 7:00 p.m., while 
wthe Zoom Webinar will become 
available to join at 6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 991 7945 9400
Password: 490301

Public comments will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Lia Nie-
bauer at lia.niebauer@alexandriava.
gov or make public comments on 
the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets

BAR #2020-00396 PG
Request for new construction at 
1413 Princess Street.
Applicant: Deyi Awadallah

BAR #2020-00412 PG
Request for new construction at 
1415 Princess Street.
Applicant: Deyi Awadallah

BAR #2021-00456 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 329 North Wash-
ington Street.
Applicants: Hershel Kleinberg and 
Lisa Cohen

BAR #2021-00455 OHAD
Request for addition and alterations 
at 329 North Washington Street.
Applicants: Hershel Kleinberg and 
Lisa Cohen

BAR #2021-00148 OHAD
Request for alterations at 421 Gib-
bon Street.
Applicants: Christine and Sam Thuot

BAR #2021-00197 PG
Request for alterations at 1321 
Cameron Street.
Applicant: ZNB, LLC 

BAR #2021-00454 OHAD
Request for re-approval of previous-
ly expired plans at 0 Prince Street, 
and 200 and 204 Strand Street.
Applicant: Old Dominion Boat Club

BAR #2021-00509 OHAD
Request for partial encapsulation at 
211 Duke Street.
Applicants: Linda and Griffin Lesher

BAR #2021-00543 OHAD
Request for alterations at 600 Mont-
gomery Street.
Applicant: 600 Montgomery Street, 
LLC C/O Jamie Leeds

Railing Design Policy 
Solar Panel Policy 

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District(PG) 

MILITARY ITEMS 
WANTED

Patches, Flight Jackets, Medals,
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia, etc.
Call Dan at 202-841-3062

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:

Advertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

WANTED TO BUY OR 

TRADE
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ 
for cylinders and cans. R12 R500 
R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Cer-
tified Professionals. Call 312-291-
9169 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com

HELP WANTED
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Pro- 
 
mote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and 

Digital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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A rare offering, this historic home resides on a half-acre double lot in 
the heart of Old Town Alexandria.

6 Bedrooms | 4 Full & 2 Half Bathrooms 
Offered for $5,995,000

Beautiful 4-level, 2-car garage  
townhome featuring an open floor 
plan 3 upper-level bedrooms, and 

hardwood floors.

3 Bedrooms | 3 Full & 1 Half Bathrooms
Offered for $654,900

An expansive home, comprised 
of 3 units, offers the possibility of 

rental income, multi-family living, or  
conversion to one home.

9 Bedrooms | 4 Full & 2 Half Bathrooms
Offered for $3,200,000

A unique opportunity to own a 
fabulously chic, historic home that 
has been thoughtfully renovated 

to perfection.

2 Bedrooms | 2 Full Bathrooms 
Offered for $1,575,000

This CD zoned building, built in  
1890, is perfect for a variety of 

businesses or convert it back to a 
spectacular residence.

Commercial Sale 
Offered for $1,050,000

601 & 607 Oronoco St

3863 Eisenhower Ave

126 South Fairfax St

210 North Fairfax St

805 Cameron St

Living, Loving,  
Listing Old Town
W I T H  L A U R E N  B I S H O P

Tel. 202.361.5079 | LBishop@McEnearney.com | Licensed in VA | 109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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