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Mayoral 
candidates 
engage in  
public forum
In speed dating-style, Catchings 
and Wilson discuss wards, SROs, 
scooters
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON 

Alexandria’s mayoral candidates gath-
ered in a virtual forum on Saturday, kick-
ing into high gear to get their message out 
ahead of the Nov. 2 general election. 

Held by the League of Women Voters, the 
forum began with candidates presenting a 
two-minute introduction to explain their 
platform and priorities. Then, in a speed 
dating-style format, candidates moved  
into breakout rooms on Zoom where con-
stituents could virtually engage with can-
didates separately, ask questions and leave 
as they pleased. There were eight rounds 
of breakout room sessions, each lasting 10 
minutes. 

To learn more about a separate City 
Council candidate forum held by the Sem-
inary Ridge Civic Association, see Council 
hopefuls address local issues on page 12 for 
more information.

Constituents asked Catchings and Wil-

Race to the House of Delegates
Bennett-Parker and Maddox face off in 
Nov. 2 election
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

With the Nov. 2 general election only a few weeks 
away, the race for the 45th District seat in the Virginia 
House of Delegates is heating up between Democrat 
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker and Republican Justin Da-
vid Maddox.

Bennett-Parker and Maddox diverge on their ap-
proaches to several issues, from police reform to ed-
ucation, but both said they are hyper-focused on the 
issues that are challenging residents of District 45, 
which includes Alexandria, Arlington and parts of 
Fairfax County. 

Elizabeth Bennett-Parker
Most residents are likely familiar with Elizabeth 

Bennett-Parker from her time on City Council. She re-
ceived the most votes in the 2018 council election, be-
coming vice mayor, and since then has served on the 
dais with a quiet yet well-researched and detail-ori-
ented approach to local politics. Bennett-Parker de-
feated incumbent Del. Mark Levine, who simultane-
ously ran for lieutenant governor, in the Democratic 
primary in June. 

Born in Alexandria as the daughter of two na-
val officers, Bennett-Parker, who lives in Rosemont 
with her husband and grandmother, said her parents 
taught her early on about the value of taking a stand 
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Keep up with Councilman John Taylor Chapman  
during his re-election campaign for a fourth  

term on the Alexandria City Council. 

SERVICE. RESULTS. EXPERIENCE.

www.chapman4council.com
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Whether you’re house hunting
or apple picking...
...Check out our latest listings and sales in the Alexandria area! Considering making 
a move before the end of the year? Reach out to one of our Alexandria experts for 
a consultation on how to best approach this ever-changing market.

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com
daniela.spigai@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com 
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

5075 Polk Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304
7 BD |  8 BA |  $2 ,795,000  

Listed by The Goodhart Group

8654 Gateshead Road, Alexandria, VA 22309 

6 BD |  3.5 BA |  $730,000

Listed by Pia Taylor

103 W Alexandria Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301
4 BD |  2 .5 BA |  $1 , 250,000 ($155K Over List ) 

Listed by Homes of Alexandria Team

3003 Franklin St, Alexandria, VA 22306
5 BD |  4 FB 1  HB |  $1 ,137, 500

Listed by The Rivkin Group

ACTIVE ACTIVE

SOLD SOLD

  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152
Source: BrightMLS BrokerMetrics 1/1/21-3/10/21, Alexandria, VA

Start your Search!
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Police investigate Arlandria 
shooting

Police found a male victim with a gunshot 
wound around 11:50 a.m. on Sunday morning. 

The Alexandria Police Department is still 
investigating the incident, which occurred in 

the 500 block of Four Mile Road in Arlandria.
Anyone with information should call 703-

746-4444.
-oanderson@alextimes.com

Suspect arrested in North Ridge 
shooting

Police arrested Rudy Bueso Macedo on 
Monday morning for a shooting that took 
place on Sunday in the 3800 block of Cameron 
Mills Road at the Lloyd Apartments, accord-
ing to a news release. 

Police responded to reports of shots fired 
at around 2:20 a.m. on Sunday. Upon arriv-
ing at the scene, officers found an adult male 
victim suffering from gunshot wounds to the 
lower body in one of the apartments. The in-
juries were not life-threatening, according to 

the release. The suspect had fled before offi-
cers arrived.

Police arrested and charged Macedo, 38, 
of Alexandria, on Monday with malicious 
wounding, use of a firearm in the commission 
of a felony and unlawful discharge of a fire-
arm.

Anyone with information is encouraged to 
contact Sergeant B. Jackson at 703-746-6616 
or Brendan.Jackson@alexandriava.gov.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

APD investigates Landmark stabbing
A stabbing took place in the Landmark area 

around 10:45 a.m. on Monday, according to a 
news release.

A helicopter assisted in the Alexandria Po-
lice Department’s investigation of the incident, 
which occurred in the 100 block of S. Whiting 

Street. The adult male victim suffered non 
life-threatening injuries, according to APD. 

Anyone with information should call 703-
746-4444 or contact John Britelli at John.
Bratelli@alexandriava.gov.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Del Ray Halloween Parade to return
The annual Del Ray Hal-

loween Parade is set to return 
to Mount Vernon Avenue on 
Oct. 24 after taking 2020 off 
due to the pandemic.

The 25th annual Hallow-
een parade sees families, pets 

and costume enthusiasts stroll 
down Mount Vernon Avenue 
as crowds watch from the 
sidewalks. Residents and their 
costumed children and pets 
are invited to march in the pa-
rade, after which awards will 

be given out for the best pet 
costume, best decorated busi-
ness, best decorated home and 
best decorated stroller.

For more information, visit 
https://drba.wildapricot.org/.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Give it 
a Shot!

Wear a mask.

#VaxALX

Protect Yourself & Your Community.
The Alexandria Times encourages all 
residents to get the COVID-19 
vaccine when available.

~ Puppy Love ~
When you meet Linny, you have a 50/50 chance of
seeing her adorable grin...or her equally adorable

tummy. At 13 months old, Linny adores belly rubs;
she can be found rolling in the grass, showing off

her stomach to best advantage to get even 
more belly rubs.

But be careful, because she might just jump up to give
 you some of her patented puppy kisses.

Meet Linny!
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Council returns SROs to schools, temporarily
School Resource Officers will 

return to Alexandria’s high school 
and middle schools temporarily as 
the city and schools work to tran-
sition into an alternative model 
that was proposed during a heated, 
three-hour long discussion at City 
Council’s Tuesday night legislative 
meeting.

Council voted 4-3 to return SROs 
to ACPS schools for a period of time 
under the previous memorandum 
of understanding the School Board 
had worked out with the Alexan-
dria Police Department. Meanwhile, 
work will be done to transition away 
from having armed police in schools 
and toward an increased empha-
sis on social and emotional sup-
port, mentoring and mental health 
services for students and families. 
Councilors Canek Aguirre, Eliza-
beth Bennett-Parker and Mo Seif-
eldein voted against the temporary 
return of SROs.

The hours-long discussion on 
Tuesday night was the culmination 
of rising tensions in the city around 
the topic of SROs and the role they 
should or should not play in the 
city’s schools. After the School 
Board approved its MOU with the 
police department last year, City 
Council voted to reallocate the 
$800,000 in funding toward the SRO 
program during its budget process 
in May. Council voted to redirect 
the funding toward additional men-
tal health resources, teen wellness 
and other non-SRO related safety 
measures.

The 4-3 decision, supported 
by Aguirre, Bennett-Parker, John 
Chapman and Seifeldein, divided 
both council and the community at 
the time, with some arguing SROs 
are a necessary safety measure and 

others arguing police in schools 
present a threat, both mental and 
physical, to students of color and 
students with disabilities.

Since council’s decision and the 
start of the 2021-2022 school year, 
there have been a series of fights 
and one case of a student being 
arrested after bringing a firearm 
onto Alexandria City High School’s 
campus. There have also been two 
shootings off school property that 
involved juveniles.

Superintendent Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings Ed.D., Alexandria City 
High School Principal Peter Balas 
and School Board Chair Meagan Al-
derton all spoke during the Tuesday 
meeting and pleaded with council 
to restore SROs.

“[SROs have been] the key to 
preventing incidents and the esca-
lation of events at the schools, and 
we definitely need them back as 
soon as possible,” Hutchings said.

Hutchings said he supported 
the shift toward additional mental 
health resources but that SROs are 
also a valuable part of ACPS’ secu-
rity measures.

In lieu of SROs, ACPS still main-
tains the presence of school securi-
ty officers, trained security person-
nel who do not carry firearms and 
are stationed in both ACHS and the 
city’s two middle schools. There 
are currently 21 SSOs stationed at 
ACHS, six at the Minnie Howard 
campus and five at George Wash-
ington and Francis Hammond mid-
dle schools. In addition, APD has 
been stationing officers outside the 
high school and middle schools in 
the morning and during dismissal, 
paying them overtime to do so.

Aguirre, who maintained his op-
position to SROs, called for more 

data on how SROs impact school 
safety, pointing out that very little 
data was collected during the 22 
years of the program. He also ques-
tioned whether the level of violence 
and number of student fights is ab-
normal compared to previous years.

“For years, we’ve known security 
was an issue at the high school. We 
haven’t seen concrete policy and 
actions taken,” Aguirre said. 

Mayor Justin Wilson expressed 
frustration and disappointment to-
ward the process that led council to 
this point and the conversation as 
a whole. 

“I think [this] has been a hor-
rific process from the beginning. 
Regardless of your view on this is-
sue, this is not the way we collab-
orate with another elected body,” 
Wilson said. “This sucks. This is di-
sastrous. What person would watch 
this meeting tonight and say, ‘This 
is where I want to send my kids’?”

Another complication came in 
the form of a statement released 
shortly before the meeting in which 
the four council members who vot-
ed to relocate funding for SROs back 
in May laid out an alternative plan 
of action.

“We will not be reimplement-
ing the SRO program, but we offer 
instead a new path forward,” the 
statement read. “… We propose to 
add additional resources ... for ACPS 
to implement a holistic student 
health and safety solution, which 
includes a transitional period, im-
mediate and ongoing support, and a 
long-term solution to begin in the 
2022-2023 school year.” 

The proposal laid out by Agu-
irre, Chapman, Bennett-Parker and 
Seifeldein involved a temporary 
police presence on school grounds 

until the end of the year, increased 
funding for SSOs, funding for stu-
dent supports including restorative 
practices, more and the addition of 
School Safety Coaches. The previ-
ously approved mental health posi-
tions and resources would still be a 
part of this plan.

The timing of the release left 
some members of council and 
school officials perplexed and with 
the impression that a decision had 
been rendered prior to the discus-
sion even taking place.

“Why were we talking about it 
if minds were already made up?” 
Councilor Amy Jackson said. “If you 
knew what you were going to do, 
why did we still go through three 
hours of what just happened?”

Toward the end of the discussion, 
Chapman made a motion, seconded 
by Jackson, to temporarily restore 
SROs under the previous MOU while 
transitioning to an alternative ap-
proach. The motion passed 4-3, 
with Aguirre, Bennett-Parker and 
Seifeldein maintaining their oppo-
sition.

Chapman argued that “We have 
to do something coming out of here 
tonight” and that moving forward it 
is still possible to find an approach 
that does not involve SROs.

“I’m confused why we can’t have 
a future that has a different mod-
el. We do that in education all the 
time … but we don’t talk about that, 
we talk about SROs and that being 
a permanent solution,” Chapman 
said. 

City staff will return to coun-
cil with a cost estimate of the plan 
outlined in Aguirre, Bennett-Park-
er, Chapman and Seifeldein’s state-
ment.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Mayweather Boxing and Fitness studio to open 
The very first Virginia Mayweather Boxing + 

Fitness studio will open in Old Town on Oct. 16, 
according to a news release. 

Created by boxer Floyd Mayweather, the 
studio, located at 528 N. Henry St., will offer a 

group boxing and fitness experience where MBF-
trained instructors will share Mayweather’s ac-
tual training techniques. 

According to the release, hundreds of mem-
bers have already signed up and the studio will 

begin hosting several pre-opening classes.
Members and the general public are invited 

to attend the opening day festivities, including 
a ribbon-cutting, live DJ and vendor giveaways. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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“If the devil is in the details, 
consider us possessed...”

        Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable 
but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed 
as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.229.8935

The MaryAshley Real Estate Group

Licensed Realtors® in DC and VA
M: 860.214.7474 | maryashley@compass.com
1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
www.MaryAshleyRealEstate.com

Under Contract For Sale Sold Sold

$1,195,000
804 N. Columbus Street,

Alexandria, VA

$975,000
924 Pete Jones Way,

Alexandria, VA

$371,038
2826 Emma Lee Street. #102

Falls Church, VA

$990,000
924 N Alfred Street, 

Alexandria, VA
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and serving the community.
“My mom used to always tell me 

that if you’re not part of the solution, 
you’re part of the problem, so I’ve ap-
plied that to my entire career,” Ben-
nett-Parker said.

Outside of her three years on 
council, Bennett-Parker also co-leads 
the nonprofit Together We Bake and 
founded Fruitcycle, a business that 
fights food insecurity. She also for-
merly worked for the National Gover-
nors Association.

Bennett-Parker said the expe-
rience she brings as someone who 
served in local office in the district 
she would be representing is invalu-
able and is largely lacking at the state 
level. Out of 100 delegates, only 18 
have served in city or county gov-
ernment and none of those delegates 
represent Northern Virginia.

“Obviously, we’ve got some dif-
ferent issues here than in other parts 
of the state, and I think having that 
experience of having served in city or 

county government in the House of 
Delegates is really important, given 
the role that local government plays 
in peoples’ lives and that local au-
thority in Virginia is limited to what 
we’re allowed to do by Richmond,” 
Bennett-Parker said.

Coming into City Council, Ben-
nett-Parker said she was aware of the 
Dillon Rule and how it governs what 
authority is given to local govern-
ments in Virginia. What she wasn’t 
as aware of was just how many ar-
eas of local government the Dillon 
Rule touches. From regulations for 
gas-powered leaf blowers to imple-
mentation of speed cameras, Ben-
nett-Parker said there are certain 
pieces of local governance that City 
Council just can’t do on its own. Hav-
ing someone with experience in Alex-
andria politics who is knowledgeable 
about the issues and challenges fac-
ing the city and the region would be 
a benefit for Northern Virginia as a 
whole, Bennett-Parker argued. 

“With flooding and our stormwa-
ter fee that we have, we had to go to 

Richmond and ask for permission to 
use our own money on the flood mit-
igation pilot program we wanted to 
establish in the city and have since 
established,” Bennett-Parker said. “… 
We all recognize the local-state issue 
and that we need strong partners in 
Richmond.”

One of the issues Bennett-Park-
er is focused on in her campaign is 
education and ensuring Virginia’s 
education system is equitable. For 
Bennett-Parker, that starts with the 
local composite index, the formula 
the state uses to determine each lo-
cality’s share of education funding. 
The LCI is currently based on each 
locality’s true value of real property, 
adjusted gross income and local tax-
able retail sales. 

The vice mayor argued that the 
formula doesn’t take into account 
key measures like high need student 
populations or rising capital costs, 
both of which are present in Alexan-
dria.

“The formula as it is does not 
take into account the actual costs of 

providing education and support for 
students, and this is the single largest 
portion of the general fund budget in 
both Arlington and Alexandria,” Ben-
nett-Parker said. “This formula sort 
of suppresses our investment in our 
education system and exacerbates 
existing inequities that we have and 
limits our ability to do things like in-
crease teacher pay, hire more staff, 
support students with specialized 
needs and ensure that we’re [offering] 
a high-quality education for all.”

Comprehensive tax reform is 
another key component of Ben-
nett-Parker’s campaign, particularly 
when it comes to making sure that 
“wealthy individuals and corpora-
tions are paying their fair share of 
our societal costs.” She also supports 
mandatory combined reporting, 
which aims to ensure that corpora-
tions that exist in multiple states are 
taxed appropriately, and making the 
earned income tax credit refundable.

As a business owner herself, Ben-
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WE’RE HERE!

Matthew McCarthy

Savings and service await you at your 
GEICO Local Offi  ce — right here in Alexandria! 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Homeowners, renters,and condo coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle andATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered 

service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2020. © 2020 GEICO. 20_541475041

703-236-1366  |  4617 Duke Street, Alexandria
geico.com/nova-metro  |  ¡Hablamos Español!
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LIVE OAKS
 
658 Live Oak Drive
McLean, VA

$11,500,000

Phyllis Patterson 
+1 703 408 4232

THE ORONOCO
 

601 N Fairfax Street #511
Alexandria, VA 

$1,850,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

GREAT FALLS

119 Clarks Run Road
Great Falls, VA

$3,990,000

Michael Rankin
+1 202 271 3344

McLEAN

8548-A Georgetown Pike
McLean, VA

$6,495,000

Jonathan Taylor
+1 202 276 3344

SPRINGHAVEN ESTATES
 

1048 Rector Lane
Mclean, VA

$4,450,000

Andre Amini
+1 703 622 4473

McLEAN

8334 Alvord Street
McLean, VA  

$5,995,000

Will Thomas 
+1 202 607 0364 

ABINGDON ROW

 1023 N Royal Street #117
Alexandria, VA 

COMING SOON
$1,100,000

Sharon Wildberger
+1 703 597 0374

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

OLD TOWN COMMONS
 
819 Parker Gray School Way
Alexandria, VA

$1,125,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183
Sharon Wildberger
+1 703 597 0374

HOLLIN HALL VILLAGE

7915 Bainbridge Road
Alexandria, VA

UNDER CONTRACT
$799,000

Anita Edwards
+1 703 928 7637

Lyssa Seward
+1 703 298 0562

VILLAMAY
  
7413 Burtonwood Drive
Alexandria, VA

$1,350,000

Tracy Shively
+1 703 930 0268

 ROBINSON LANDING

16 Bakers Walk #104 
Alexandria, VA  

UNDER CONTRACT
$1,395,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

ST. ASAPH SQUARE CONDOMINIUM

801 S Pitt Street #219
Alexandria, VA

$625,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183
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nett-Parker said that guar-
anteeing local businesses 
have access to resources and 
support is key to the city 
and region’s recovery from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
According to Bennett-Park-
er, one of the most common 
complaints she heard from 
business owners was the 
challenge of accessing feder-
al and state funding sources 
over the last year and a half.

“The funding they got 

was from the local Alexan-
dria government and the 
funding we were giving to 
businesses. We just learned 
as a community and as a 
state that there needs to be 
better systems and outreach 
in place to know where 
those business owners are 
and how to support them 
and reach them with these 
resources,” Bennett-Parker 
said.

Racial and social justice 
has been a passion for Ben-
nett-Parker since she ar-

rived on City Council three 
years ago. When it comes 
to tackling such an all-en-
compassing issue, Ben-
nett-Parker said the state 
needs to approach every 
issue, whether it is trans-
portation or healthcare, 
through an equity-based 
lens.

When it comes to health-
care, the vice mayor said 
paid sick and family medi-
cal leave is just one way to 
tackle statewide inequities.

“You don’t want resi-
dents to have to choose 
between their health and a 
paycheck,” Bennett-Parker 
said. “If someone’s sick or 
has a sick child or family 
member or has given birth, 
they should be able to take 
time off to address their 
own health or the health of 
their family member with-
out worrying if they’ll then 
be able to pay their bills or 
lose their job.”

Bennett-Parker’s experi-
ence on council has helped 
inform many of the issues 
that are at the core of her 
election campaign, includ-
ing affordable housing and 
flooding. Having faced the 
local restrictions around 
both issues, Bennett-Park-
er said she hopes to di-
rect state funding to tackle 
these large-scale, regional 
challenges and “empower” 
her local counterparts.

“Part of the work is to 
empower localities with ad-
ditional tools and flexibility 
to address and incentivize 
affordable housing and to 
help make it more afford-
able to our communities,” 
Bennett-Parker said. 

As far as the flooding 
that has continued to hit 
the city’s residents over 
the past few years, Ben-
nett-Parker said she is fo-
cused on addressing the 
underlying need for large-
scale capacity projects and 
the looming threat of cli-
mate change.

“Yes, we should abso-
lutely be leaders in that 
effort, but we also need to 
work with businesses and 
residents to do their part as 
well,” Bennett-Parker said. 
“… I’m interested [in] look-
ing more into that and how 
we can further those efforts 
because that has to do with 
making energy efficiency 
and renewable energy im-
provements on commercial 
property and how we can 
help further that work.”

As vice mayor, Ben-
nett-Parker spearheaded 
council’s declaration of a 
climate emergency and sup-
ported amending the city’s 
green building policy to in-
clude the requirement that 
any future public buildings 
be net zero. 

Although the issues on 
Bennett-Parker’s mind are 
numerous, she said, ulti-
mately, she hopes residents 
value her experience and 
passion for giving back to a 
community that has already 
given her so much.

“Having started the 
small business to fight food 
waste, serving as a nonprof-
it leader, serving as vice 
mayor, serving as chair of 
the VRE and member of re-
gional bodies, [I hope] res-
idents know that I’m going 
to bring not only the expe-
rience but the desire to con-
tinue serving and to better 
the community in this role 
if elected,” Bennett-Parker 
said.

J.D. Maddox
As the Republican can-

didate for a seat in a ma-
jority Democrat district, 
Justin David Maddox, or J.D. 
Maddox as he prefers to be 
called, is aware that he is 
an underdog. For Maddox, 
it’s what gives him an edge, 
ironically enough.

“You’ve had one party 
dominating [this] position 
for 10 years, and actual-
ly longer than that, and no 

option,” Maddox said. “… I 
also think Americans love 
an underdog, and I’m the 
underdog. I’m happy to say 
it. I think people appreci-
ate that someone is willing 
to step out and resist that 
one-party rule.”

A former Central In-
telligence Agency branch 
chief whose work focused 
on counterterrorism and 
counter disinformation, 
Maddox said he is dis-
traught by what he sees as 
a hyperpolarized political 
environment. It’s what in-
spired him to enter the race 
in the first place.

“There’s nobody in the 
middle, there’s nobody 
left in the middle who will 
voice what I think is really 
the majority opinion about 
what’s going on,” Maddox 
said. “… It really upsets me, 
and I think it upsets people 
who are around me. Because 
I am so sensitized to it, I 
feel like I need to step in.”

Born in Fort Belvoir, 
Maddox was deployed to 
Iraq and Afghanistan in 
2001 and 2004 as part of the 
National Nuclear Security 
Agency’s nuclear threat re-
sponse team. He then spent 
years briefing Congress on 
law enforcement and intel-
ligence matters before serv-
ing as CIA branch chief from 
2006 to 2011. In the CIA, 
Maddox primarily focused 
on counter disinformation, 
assessing online propagan-
da from outside the states.

Maddox left the feder-
al government in 2016 to 
found Inventive Insights, a 
consultancy firm that devel-
ops technology-based solu-
tions to national issues such 
as disinformation. He has 
also worked as an adjunct 
professor at George Mason 
University since 2011.

“What I bring because of 
my CIA experience is a deep 
understanding of the polit-
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ical dynamics and the dis-
information dynamics that 
are going on right now and 
how important that is to our 
society at large,” Maddox 
said. “But I also bring a real 
rigor of analysis and some 
real discipline behind what 
I’m doing. … I’m a guy who 
requires facts, I’m a guy who 
requires real deep, thorough 
research behind the things 
I’m presenting and that peo-
ple are presenting to me.”

Maddox, an Old Town 
resident, positions himself 
and his “return to the prac-
tical work of government” 
in stark contrast to outgoing 
Del. Mark Levine, who Mad-
dox claims focused too much 
on social justice causes and 
not enough on basic gover-
nance.

“While he was focused 
on those issues for years, 
the sewer was not being 
attended to here in Alex-
andria, the I.T. system is 
antiquated now, the school 
system needs a complete 
overhaul, the police are not 
appropriately supported in 
this area,” Maddox said. “… 
This is basic stuff that has 
gone unattended for years, 
and so I want to bring back 
a renewed focus on those 
basic areas of governance 
and also continue to focus 
on social justice where it’s 
appropriate.”

In talking about his pol-
icy priorities, Maddox, like 
his opponent, is not afraid 
to go beyond generaliza-
tions and vague concepts. 

For Maddox, one of the 
most significant issues fac-
ing the Commonwealth and 
Northern Virginia specifi-
cally is an employment gap 
for public service jobs. In 
order to tackle this issue, 
Maddox has devised what he 
calls the 4-for-4 Program.

Akin to ROTC but for ci-
vilian service-oriented po-
sitions, the program would 

allow people who commit to 
providing four years of state 
or local service – as per-
haps a firefighter or home 
caregiver – after graduating 
from high school to receive 
four years of paid college.

“It’s getting rid of those 
burdensome student loans. 
It’s helping out manufac-
turers and service providers 
and anyone else in the state 
who needs better workers or 
more workers. And it really 
helps to position graduat-
ing students into new jobs 
immediately, so they don’t 
have all that anxiety about 
getting their first job and 
positions them four years 
later for continuing in that 
role or actually continuing 
in Virginia,” Maddox said.

While Bennett-Parker 
and Maddox are both fo-
cused on increasing pay for 
teachers, Maddox supports 
returning school resource 
officers to Alexandria City 
Public Schools. As part of its 
budget process, City Coun-
cil reallocated $800,000 
from the SRO program to 
fund mental health services 
for students, against the 
wishes of the School Board.

“You can’t look at a 
crumbling system, do noth-
ing about it and then ex-
tract one thing that’s work-
ing and hope that it gets 
better,” Maddox said. “That 
doesn’t make any sense. 
So, let’s at least put back in 
place what is working, keep 
our kids safe and continue 
with that.”

One of the most con-
troversial topics in the city 
over the last year has been 
how best to approach po-
lice reform. Maddox argued 
that while change needs to 
be implemented, it should 
not be done at the expense 
of police officers and their 
ability to carry out the job. 
Maddox called the current 
approach to police reform 
“knee jerk solutions.”

“We need to refocus on 

their tactics. There are 99% 
good cops and there’s 1% 
that gets a lot of attention 
because of some of the bad 
they’ve done,” Maddox said. 
“We have got to make sure 
that the tactics they’re us-
ing are appropriate and that 
they are humane.”

Maddox also expressed 
disappointment that the 
city’s public school system 
has driven many parents to 
enroll their children in pri-
vate schools. Maddox is one 
of those parents, and said 
that while his children re-
ceived a solid education in 
the “fundamentals,” much 
of what is taught in ACPS is 
“derivative.”

“I think that we’re not 
teaching some of the funda-
mentals of our Western ed-
ucation, and I think we need 
to get back to a place where 
we’re teaching from the 
original texts and teaching 
from some of the basic liter-
ature of the Western canon. 
If you can teach more from 
those original texts and less 
so from derivative sources, 
you really educate people in 
the fundamentals of how we 
function as a country, as a 
society, as a system,” Mad-
dox said, referring to docu-
ments such as the Declara-
tion of Independence and 
Magna Carta.

Another hot topic in Al-
exandria has been density 
and the city’s approach to 
growth. For Maddox, densi-
ty is a worthwhile pursuit, 
but it must be done respon-
sibly and in a way that en-
sures “we’re not tipping the 
balance without attending 
to the infrastructure that 
we need to have in place.”

If the city is to pur-
sue density as a means of 
addressing its affordable 
housing crisis, Maddox 
said there are options that 
exist outside of the den-
sity waiver-based incen-
tive approach council has 
taken in the past. Maddox 

pointed to the Lucille and 
Bruce Terwilliger Place in 
Arlington as a model. A 
partnership with the Amer-
ican Legion, the project in-
volves the construction of 
a 6,000-square foot facility 
that will include 160 afford-
able housing units. Half of 
the units will prioritize pro-
viding housing for homeless 
veterans.

Like his opponent, Mad-
dox is also focused on tack-
ling flooding and attributed 
the recent flood events to 
climate change and aging 
city infrastructure. 

“What’s happening is 

there is simply not capac-
ity in those pipes to carry 
the water, and so the city 
is appropriately spot fixing 
and has said in the last week 
that it’s not going to be un-
til 2024 that they’re actually 
able to go at this in a sys-
temic way,” Maddox said. 
“That’s terrible. We need to 
push the city to speed up its 
efforts.”

Whether they choose a 
Democratic frontrunner or a 
self-proclaimed Republican 
underdog, District 45 voters 
will make their voices heard 
on Nov. 2.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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son several overlapping 
questions, predominantly 
surrounding a potential re-
turn to a ward-based elec-
tion system and scooters.

When asked how strongly 
she feels about wards, Catch-
ings, who lives in the Car-

lyle neighborhood, said that 
she is a “huge proponent” of 
them. Catchings said she dis-
covered on her nine-month 
listening tour that lots of 
residents feel either their 
communities are underrep-
resented or not represented 
at all. 

“Unfortunately there is 

tangible evidence of that,” 
Catchings said, pointing to 
certain neglected neighbor-
hoods in the West End. “I feel 
that going back to wards and 
allowing people to choose 
their neighborhood repre-
sentatives, councilmembers, 
[would] change the entire dy-
namic of City Council.”

Goodwin House, an elder 
care facility located in the 
city, submitted a question 
about how specifically Catch-
ings would go about imple-
menting councilors by ward, 
to which she said she has not 
“really looked that far along 
into it” but acknowledged 
that “the improvements it 
would bring and how it would 
change the city, give voice to 
the community, bringing it to 
city hall – that concept alone 
appeals to so many people.”

Wilson, conversely, said 
that while he’s not philo-
sophically opposed to the 
idea, doing so requires a 
charter change and therefore 
could not happen for a long 
time. Thus, he said he’s “cau-
tious” about making large-
scale governmental changes 
unless it is absolutely the 
best way to reach a solution.

“I think there are pluses 
and minuses on the way we 
do it, and I think there are 
pluses and minuses of wards. 
I’d be concerned about some 
of the parochialism [and] in 
some cases wards can lead to 
a drowning out of localized 
opinions because the rest of 
the board just out-votes who-
ever represents the ward that 
might be concerned about 
something,” Wilson said. 

Wilson also noted that 
one advantage of the current 

system is that every council-
or must answer to everyone 
in the community and can-
not simply ignore certain 
neighborhoods.

On the topic of e-scooters, 
Carlyle resident Ruth Cleve-
land called the many that are 
piling up “an eyesore.” In re-
sponse, Wilson pointed out 
that the city is still in a pilot 
program and has a task force 
that will prepare recommen-
dations later this month for a 
permanent program. He also 
said council is working on 
making scooter riding under 
the influence an illegal act as 
it is not currently against the 
law. 

“We can’t actually ban 
them entirely under state 
law, so the question is how do 
we regulate them?” Wilson 
said, noting that council did 
ban scooters from sidewalks 
several years ago. “It’s one 
of those things where you’re 
either hot or cold on them 
and there’s a fair number of 
people that like them; the 
data shows that people are 
using them. … It’s a work in 
progress.” 

Catchings generally 
agreed that e-scooters are 
appropriate “in the right ar-
eas of town,” but noted that 
they can be dangerous if 
placed in heavily congested 
areas. 

“If I’m having to look at a 
car and making sure some-
one’s not opening their car 
door as I’m driving, and then 

you’ve got the bike lane and 
then you’ve got the cross-
walk and then you throw in 
the element of a scooter – 
it’s crazy,” Catchings said, 
calling areas with narrow 
streets and inadequate ga-
rage parking less safe. 

In Catchings’ room, res-
ident Jeryl Payne asked 
Catchings to explain where 
education sits on her list of 
priorities. 

Catchings, in response, 
said her campaign includes 
four pillars of performance: 
infrastructure, community 
safety, neighborhood repre-
sentation and education. 

In terms of education, 
Catchings said she sup-
ports school choice, includ-
ing public school, private 
schools, charter schools, 
home schooling or any other 
learning environment fami-
lies choose.

“Alexandria … has never 
applied for a charter school, 
and I think that would give 
parents more choice and it 
would improve the quality of 
education,” Catchings said.

Catchings also received 
questions about her stance 
on City Council’s decision to 
remove school resource of-
ficers from Alexandria City 
Public Schools, a situation 
she said is “so much broad-
er” than many people real-
ize. While she argued that 
SROs should be put back in 
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I feel that going back 
to wards and allowing 

people to choose their 
neighborhood representatives, 
councilmembers, [would] 
change the entire dynamic 
of City Council.”

– Annetta Catchings,
Republican City Council candidate

ANNETTA CATCHINGS

TAKE BACK
Drug

Alexandria Take Back Day Drop-Off Locations*
Alexandria Police Headquarters
3600 Wheeler Ave.
First Baptist Church
2932 King St.

The Neighborhood Pharmacy 
2204 Mount Vernon Ave.
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Inova Alexandria Hospital  
4320 Seminary Rd.
Visitor’s Lobby 
Next to the cashier’s window
Daily: 1 - 5 p.m. 

SAFELY DISPOSE 
OF MEDICATIONS
The City of Alexandria 
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public that everyone is 
safest at home. Individuals 
on essential errands can 
drop off medication at 
these designated locations 
on October 23 or year-
round at a permanent 
drop box location. Face 
coverings must be worn in 
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outdoor public locations 
where physical distancing 
requirements cannot 
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maintain 6 feet of physical 
distance from others.

To learn about ways to 
dispose of medications 
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alexandriava.gov/Opioids.
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these permanent drug drop box locations!
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     President Truman said 
  “If you want a friend 
 in Washington, get a dog.”  
He meant “get a cat!” 
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schools, Catchings said the 
overarching point is that the 
city needs to up recruitment 
in its police department, in-
crease pay and morale for of-
ficers and get body cameras. 

“To me, it’s probably just 
as important as fixing the 
pipes. We’ve got to invest in 
our first responders, we’ve 
got to increase the pay and 
incentivize people to join 
our force here and we’ve got 
to improve the overall tone 
of our police department,” 
Catchings said.

In Wilson’s room, resi-
dent Lori Lataillade, who has 
lived in the city for 30 years, 
asked for Wilson’s comment 
on the future redevelopment 
of the now-defunct Land-
mark Mall site. The issue 
has been an ongoing topic 
for many years, with the city 
recently announcing plans 
for Inova Hospital to transi-
tion to the site in a $1 billion 
project.

“We’re finally there, 
which is really exciting. 
We’ve never been this far 
before,” Wilson said. “We’ve 
got an arrangement to build 
a new hospital there as well 
as a bunch of mixed-use de-
velopment on the site, a new 
fire station, new affordable 
housing, new parks, so this 
is what we’ve been talking 
about for a long, long time.” 

Wilson said that the 
change is an important op-
portunity for the city not only 
because the site will finally be 
redeveloped, but also because 
the modern new hospital, a 
large-scale employer, will 
bring in many jobs to the city 
and support the community. 
He anticipated construction 
will begin in approximately 
one and a half years. 

“I’m excited, too; I just 
hope I don’t get disappoint-
ed,” Lataillade said in re-
sponse. 

Another resident asked 
about whether boards and 
commissions will contin-
ue meeting virtually, as the 

COVID-19 pandemic persists. 
Wilson said council is 

trying to strike the right bal-
ance between acknowledging 
state law and honoring open 
government requirements. 
The Virginia Press Associa-
tion, for instance, has been 
very outspoken about urging 
government bodies to return 
to in-person meetings, argu-
ing that it provides more of 
an opportunity than virtual 
meetings for face-to-face ac-
countability. 

“There’s been a real ten-
sion around the state now 
around folks who are con-

cerned about COVID and 
want some of these condi-
tions to stay virtual, and open 
government advocates who 
feel like something is lost 
when you’re not meeting in 
person,” Wilson said, who 
pushed for moving meetings 
back to in-person earlier this 
year. He noted that some 

board members and commis-
sioners expressed opposition 
to this because they wanted 
to remain virtual for safety 
and convenience reasons. 

At one point while Wilson 
was absent from his room, 
voters talked among them-
selves while they awaited his 
return, expressing support of 

the virtual forum setup. 
“This is very helpful to me 

to see authentic responses in 
this kind of forum,” resident 
David Williams said. 

There will be a formal 
mayoral debate on Oct. 19 at 
7:30 p.m., hosted by the Sem-
inary Ridge Civic Association.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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In some 
cases 

wards can lead 
to a drowning 
out of localized 
opinions 
because the 
rest of the 
board just out-
votes whoever 
represents 
the ward 
that might 
be concerned 
about 
something.”

– Justin Wilson, Democrat 
City Council candidate
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Council hopefuls address local issues 
Seminary Ridge Civic 
Association hosts 
conversation with nine 
candidates
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

All nine City Council candidates 
hopped on Zoom on Oct. 6 for a vir-
tual forum to provide their thoughts 
on some of the most pressing issues 
facing the city in the Nov. 2 general 
election. 

Hosted by the Seminary Ridge 
Civic Association and moderated by 
SRCA Vice President Richie Weib-
linger, the forum addressed every-
thing from flooding, density and 
school resource officers to the Duke 
Street transit corridor and civic 
engagement. Although Weiblinger 
said at the top of the forum that it 
was “not intended to be debate,” as 
the forum wore on, candidates be-
gan to take pot shots and occasion-
ally interrupt one another.

The forum, which featured the 
six Democrats, two independents 
and one Republican running for 
council, was broken into short an-
swer questions that were posed to 
sets of three candidates. Each can-
didate had a minute to answer the 
question. There were also four yes 
or no questions posed to the candi-
dates.

In light of a homicide that oc-
curred inside the BJ’s Wholesale 
Club on South Van Dorn Street, 
several questions were aimed at ad-
dressing what Weiblinger referred to 
as an “uptick in major crime.” 

Sarah Bagley, who works for an 
affordable housing nonprofit and 
volunteers with the gun violence 
prevention organization Moms De-
mand Action, said that “gun violence 
is a public health issue” that requires 
introducing more education around 
gun ownership and mental health.

“Whether it’s two, zero or four 
[homicides], this is an issue that I 
speak deeply about and feel passion-
ate about and believe that through 
partnerships with our police, part-
nerships with our mental health 
resources and destigmatizing it, 
talking about these issues open-
ly in our communities, it will help 
us address it and increase Alexan-

dria’s safety for everybody,” Bagley 
said.

Councilor Canek Aguirre, who is 
running for a second term, pushed 
back on Weiblinger’s assertion that 
there has been a major uptick. He 
argued that while statistically an in-
crease to four homicides in one year 
may seem significant, the numbers 
themselves show that “Alexandria 
is still one of the safest cities in the 
Commonwealth by far, hands down.”

“We have one of the best po-
lice departments in the country, I 
would say. We’re definitely going 
to be talking with the police chief 
to see what we would do, and I also 
realize that due to COVID-19 there 
have been other crimes that have 
seen a large uptick because people 
were staying home, not locking their 
vehicles, and there are some things 
we can do to easily address some of 
this,” Aguirre said.

When it came to density and the 
city’s continued growth, most can-
didates agreed that the city needs 
to balance healthy growth and de-
velopment with not superseding de-
mand on city infrastructure.

Alyia Gaskins, a public health 
and urban planning professional at 
a national foundation, said that de-
velopment brings many benefits to 
the city, including public art, afford-
able housing and commercial invest-
ments that add to the city’s tax base 
and revenue. However, Gaskins said 
the city can be more precise with de-
velopers about “what it means to do 
business in Alexandria.”

“We need to have a clear set of 
standards for what we’re looking for 
and our expectations so that any 
development that comes before us, 
we’re able to articulate what is our 

vision in the city, what are our goals 
for quality of life, what are our vi-
sions for how we grow and how de-
velopment needs to sit in that con-
text,” Gaskins said.

Three-term Councilor John 
Chapman, who also founded Man-
umission Tour Company, said the 
city needs to foster business and 
healthy growth, particularly coming 
out of the pandemic.

“I think it benefits our community 

because additional business revenue 
will help us control property taxes,” 
Chapman said. “I think that has been 
a growing issue in our city that we all 
know about and need to make sure 
that as we grow and maintain our 
services, repair our schools and hope-
fully build new ones, we can help our 
businesses compete and thrive in this 
city.”

WHERE DO THEY STAND?
In light of an arrest of a student with a weapon in 

front of Alexandria City High School and other cases 
of increased violence in and around the school, 
would you vote to overturn City Council’s recent 
decision to eliminate funding for SROs? Yes/No

Candidate Response

Canek Aguirre No
Sarah Bagley No
John Chapman No
Alyia Gaskins No
Amy Jackson Yes
Florence King Yes
Kirk McPike No
Darryl Nirenberg Yes
Glenda Gail Parker No

CANEK AGUIRRE

SARAH BAGLEY JOHN CHAPMAN

SEE COUNCIL | 13
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Councilor Amy Jackson, a for-
mer educator who is running for a 
second term, echoed Gaskins’ com-
ments while stressing that develop-
ment needs to be scaled back in order 
to address the city’s overwhelmed 
stormwater infrastructure.

“We need to be able to engage with 
[developers] but also set the bar high 
for what we’d like to see,” Jackson 
said. “… We need that tax base and 
we use that money for our schools, 
our infrastructure, everything. Do I 
think we need to scale back? Yes, I do. 
We’ve seen flooding issues take place 
because of it, and I think we need to 
start underground, literally, and move 
up through the density high rises.”

With flooding hitting neighbor-
hoods across the city with increasing 
intensity and frequency, the issue 
has been at the forefront of many 
residents’ minds. It was also a stated 
priority for several City Council can-
didates, including Kirk McPike, chief 
of staff for Rep. Mark Takano (D-Cal-
ifornia).

McPike supported working re-

gionally to bring money from Rich-
mond and Capitol Hill as well as 
working with developers to secure 
funding for the city’s large-scale 
stormwater infrastructure projects, 
the first of which are not due to begin 
construction until 2024. 

“If I’m on council, I’m going to 
look for ways to help the city bring 
more money in from developers 
who want to come and work in the 
city,” McPike said. “Let’s add some 
fees and work with them to make 
some deposits into an account that 
we can use to expand and accelerate 
the work on the capacity side of this 

WHERE DO THEY STAND?
Do you support the return to a ward system? Yes/no

Candidate Response

Canek Aguirre No
Sarah Bagley No
John Chapman No
Alyia Gaskins No
Amy Jackson No
Florence King Yes
Kirk McPike No
Darryl Nirenberg Yes
Glenda Gail Parker No

ALYIA GASKINS
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EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311
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project.
Glenda Gail Parker, a con-

tractor on government bud-
get analysis, came into the 
election with an emphasis 
on the environment and said 
she would aim to address 
flooding through a combina-

tion of regular maintenance 
work and expanded capacity 
projects.

“One of the first things 
that could be done is doing 
maintenance regularly on 
the existing drainage sys-
tems, as well as expanding 
capacity,” Parker said. “An-
other thing that we must do 

– and I have been advocating 
for for a number of years – is 
to present positive solutions 
to mitigate climate extremes. 
Of course, that’s more trains 
and less traffic.”

City Council’s 4-3 vote on 
July 6 to reallocate $800,000 
in funding from the school 
resource officer program 
to teen wellness and men-
tal health services for stu-
dents has remained one of 
the most hot-button issues 
on the campaign trail. Even 
prior to council’s decision, 
SROs, police stationed in 
the city’s middle schools 
and high school, divided the 
community, with some ar-
guing SROs are a necessary 
safety measure and others 
that they perpetuate harm 
to students of color and stu-
dents with disabilities.

Jackson, one of the three 
City Council members to 
oppose the reallocation of 
SRO funding, reiterated her 
opposition during the fo-
rum last week. She said she 
aims to reinvest the money 
should she be re-elected.

“That’s public safety 
that’s in our schools, and 
when the school adminis-
tration and School Board 
would like to have that and 
we take it away from, that 
causes a rift and we need to 
have some communication 
around that,” Jackson said.

When asked more broad-
ly about increasing funding 
to the police department, 
Chapman said the city needs 
to increase pay for its first 
responders and all city staff 
in order to remain compet-
itive with other Northern 
Virginia jurisdictions.

“We’re not getting the 
best and brightest. We’re 
not attracting them because 
we’re shooting at the mid-
dle, we’re trying to be some-
where in the middle in terms 
of pay and compensation,” 
Chapman said. “We need to 
compete for the area’s best 
and brightest coming out 
of public safety institutions 
and academies.”

Weiblinger also asked the 
candidates about how the 
city can improve its civic en-
gagement.

Darryl Nirenberg, a part-
ner at Steptoe & Johnson 
law firm who focuses on tax 
policy and financial services, 
argued that the best way to 
ensure residents have a voice 
in city politics is by return-
ing to a ward-based election 
system. The city previously 
had a ward system before it 
changed to the current at-
large system in 1950. 

“Representation is at the 
core of our democracy, and 
it’s especially important at 
the local level,” Nirenberg 
said. “… Districts give neigh-
borhoods someone who is 
accountable, who can be 
called upon and who will 
give neighborhoods a voice.”

Nirenberg also expressed 
support for Alexandria’s civ-
ic associations being given 
more opportunities to weigh 
in on local issues, a stance 
that Aguirre pushed back on. 
Aguirre argued that while 
civic associations are a valu-
able voice in the city, they 
are also the loudest voice 
and that City Council is and 
should continue increasing 
engagement with underrep-
resented groups.

“We’re changing the way 
that we’re doing community 
engagement in the city, and 
we’re doing more pop-ups,” 
Aguirre said. “We’re going to 
laundromats, we’re going to 
bus stops – we’re trying to 
meet people where they are 
because not everyone has 
time to go to a meeting at 7 
p.m. on a Wednesday.”

Florence King, a 30-year 
resident of the city who has 
served on the Alexandria 
Historical Resources Com-
mission and Commission 
on Employment, said the 
city should turn to faith and 
community-based organi-
zations that can assist in 
reaching residents who of-
ten feel left out of the politi-
cal process.

“A lot of people don’t 
want to engage because they 
feel left behind, so I think we 
need to do something about 
that,” King said. “We do need 
more community engage-
ment, and some of our civic 
organizations can also help 
in that situation.”

In discussing the poten-
tial for a second high school, 
King also expressed support 
for creating a technical or 
vocational high school in 
the city.

“I see some kids and they 
feel like they are isolated be-
cause they might not be on 
the academic trail, going to 
a four-year college,” King 
said. “But you have some 
students who are great with 
their hands or very creative, 
and a college may not be 
something they are interest-
ed in.” 
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Collaborative learning at Fusion Academy
Small group learning is back at Fu-

sion Academy Alexandria. While the 
school is known for its one-to-one 
model, these small-group, non-credit 
bearing courses offer a collaborative 
space for students to connect outside 
the classroom.

“We know that socializing is so im-
portant for our students. As such we 
made the decision to bring back our 

small group forums,” Director of Stu-
dent Development Jonathon Wilkins 
said. 

This fall the school is offering three 
forums that provide students with var-
ious opportunities to come together 
and collaborate on topics that they’re 
passionate about. These include an 
open art studio, rock band and a school 
newspaper. 

Each Friday, the campus takes on a 
new life as students head off to their 
forums. Once quiet hallways buzz with 
excitement as creativity seeps from the 
classrooms. Aspiring journalists scour 
the hallways searching for fresh leads, 
rock stars in the making can be heard 
belting out songs and the art collective 
known as “The Puffs” can be spotted 
getting creative in the Art Studio.

“It’s awesome seeing the students 
so passionate about what they’re 
learning, and the time they get to 
spend together is really amazing to see. 
The collaboration that I’ve seen is out-
standing,” Wilkins said.

Due to the enthusiastic response 
from students, Fusion Academy looks 
forward to offering a new round of fo-
rums in the spring. 

Browne launches  
trout project

Browne Academy is part-
nering with the Alexandria 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited to 
hatch, tend and release trout. 
The school recently received 
the trout eggs, which will 
hatch in a few weeks. 

Middle school science 
teacher Eric March and his 
students will spend the winter 
allowing the fish to grow in 
chilled, 55-degree water until 

they are released as four-inch 
fry in the spring. This project 
will teach the students about 
the life cycle of the trout, as 
well as how to do water test-
ing and care for fish that need 
very clean, cold water. 

In the spring, the fish will 
be released, whereupon they 
will contribute to the biodi-
versity of their new home, the 
mountain streams.

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO
Browne Academy science teacher Eric March examines trout eggs that are being tended to in the classroom.



16 | OCTOBER 14, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

COURTESY PHOTO
After reading the book “After the Fall,” Alexandria Country Day School second graders learned about the 
design process and worked in teams to build a wall from which Humpty Dumpty and a friend would not 
fall.

ACDS students learn about 
design process

Out of the classroom 
Education section

ILS celebrates Constitution Day
The Immanuel Lu-

theran School com-
munity celebrated and 
studied together during 
its first Constitution 
Day observance on 
Sept. 17. 

Parents and grand-
parents were invited 
to participate in class 
activities in all grades, 
junior kindergarten 

through eighth grades. 
Students enjoyed guest 
readers sharing books 
about the Constitu-
tion, learning through 
a game of Constitution 
Bingo, dressing up as 
judges, hearing about 
work related to the Con-
stitution and engaging 
with parent visitors as 
they shared experienc-

es and knowledge.
“As we work along-

side families in the 
important endeavor 
of shaping young men 
and young women who 
are wise and virtuous, 
encouraging the study 
and understanding [of] 
our United States Con-
stitution is critical,” Ju-
lia Habrecht, ILS head-

master, said. “We are 
pleased to incorporate 
Constitution Day as a 
new ILS tradition and 
one that we hope will 
continue to develop and 
grow and be one way in 
which we celebrate our 
heritage as Americans 
and equip students to 
understand and defend 
our Constitution.”

St. Anselm’s Abbey School.

Grades 6-12 | 40-Acre D.C. Campus | www.saintanselms.org

Discover  
St. Anselm’s.

Fall Open House
November 7 
12 - 3 pm 

Where Bright Boys Become
Exceptional Men. 

.

Transportation 
provided from 

Northern Virginia

AlexTimes-eighth page.indd   1 10/4/2021   10:10:25 AM

COURTESY PHOTO
An Immanuel Lutheran School student plays Constitu-
tion Bingo.
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Residents get to know the School Board slate
Virtual forum for 
candidates results 
in big turnout from 
District B constituents 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Alexandria City School 
Board candidates gathered in 
the second of two virtual fo-
rums last weekend to prepare 
for the Nov. 2 general election. 

The forum, which was held 
on Sunday by the League of 
Women Voters, began with 
opening statements from 13 
of the 15 candidates - Tammy 
Ignacio and Chris Harris did 
not appear in the forum – be-
fore candidates separated into 
breakout rooms on Zoom where 
residents could virtually enter 
to ask questions and exit as they 
pleased. 

Even though candidates rep-
resented each of the city’s three 
districts, most voters who virtu-
ally attended the forum resided 
in District B, for which there are 
seven candidates running. 

Certain topics, including 
critical race theory, whether 
or not to reinstitute school re-
source officers and how to bol-
ster civic engagement in Alex-
andria City Public Schools, were 
at the forefront of voters’ minds.

On whether or not educators 
should teach critical race theory 
in schools, the response among 

the candidates was somewhat 
divided. Critical race theory re-
fers to an academic framework 
originally developed in the 
1970s by civil rights activists 
and legal scholars to help ex-
amine the ways in which racism 
and current racial inequities are 
not just products of individual 
biases but of systems and policy.

Retired foreign service spe-
cialist and candidate Debbie 
Ash expressed staunch oppo-
sition to the idea. Ash argued 
that CRT “sidetracks” students 
by placing them in divided 
groups and leading them to 
believe their skin color is either 
wrong or right. 

“We’ve got to judge people 
by the contents of their charac-
ter and their ability to join into 
society and to benefit society,” 
Ash said. “We want to raise up 
good citizens, and you can’t 
raise up good citizens if they’re 
fearful of one another. I believe 
critical race theory brings fear 
into the school.”

But educator Ashley Simp-
son Baird expressed support, 
a decision she said her expe-
rience as an educator helped 
with. 

“Children always want to 
talk about the issues and ideas 
they hear the adults in their 
lives talking about or that they 
hear on the news,” Baird said. “I 

think we should empower edu-
cators to engage in those dif-
ficult or touchy conversations 
with kids because they are 
reliable, important adults in 
their lives who can have those 
meaningful conversations in 
developmentally and age-ap-
propriate ways.”

When it came to school 
resource officers, a hotly con-
tested topic over the past few 
months since City Council vot-
ed to reallocate the $800,000 in 
funding for SROs, the response 
was more unified. 

Kelly Carmichael Booz, who 
served on the School Board 
from 2013 to 2015, said she dis-
agreed with council’s decision 
to “abruptly end the school 
resource officers without com-
munity involvement.”

“We really did ourselves a 
disservice as a community in 
coming to what is best for our 
students,” Booz said, calling 
for deeper conversations about 
the racial issues present in the 
city while making sure stu-
dents feel safe. 

When ACPS parent Rebecca 
Wade asked candidate Pree-
Ann Johnson where she stood 
on the issue, the former James 
K. Polk principal kept her an-
swer concise. 

“Bring them back, bring 
them back, bring them back,” 

Johnson said, arguing there 
was a misunderstanding 
among council about the pur-
pose of SROs. “We need to have 
a conversation with the po-
lice [and] sheriff’s department 
[about] working with officers. 
Especially in this climate, we 
need our kids to see them as 
positive role models.”

Another topic that cropped 
up at several breakout rooms 
was how to bolster civic en-
gagement among students. 

Bridget Shea Westfall, a 
former social worker, said the 
city’s close proximity to Wash-
ington, D.C. is a boon when it 
comes to students securing in-
ternships or externships with 
local and state government 
leaders. 

“There are so many oppor-

tunities to connect students 
with people who work in public 
service. If that’s having a men-
tor or if it’s helping them find 
opportunities to get involved 
as a volunteer in the commu-
nity on grassroots campaigns 
or national state campaigns, 
I think it’s really awesome,” 
Westfall said. 

Westfall also emphasized 
the importance of promoting 
civil discourse and teaching 
people with divergent views 
how to talk to one another by 
establishing common ground. 

For a more in depth ver-
sion of the story visit https://
alextimes.com/2021/10/
school-board-form-yields-big-
turnout-from-district-b-cons-
tituents/

-oanderson@alextimes.com

ENDORSED
TEACHER
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Dental Excellence Integrative Center uses innovative technologies 
for better care! Laser Therapy is a non-invasive, drugfree, highly  
effective therapy technique that can stimulate gum health, heal 
infected areas and kill bacteria!
Laser Procedures eliminate bacteria & viruses decreasing chances 
of root canals by 90%!!! Faster recovery times and no antibiotics!
Eliminates need for anesthesia and needles!
Nonsurgical snoring & sleep apnea solutions available!
•  TMJ & headache treatment with Neuromuscular and EMG therapy
•  Immune System Reactivity Testing for Dental Material Biocompatibility
•  Lip & Tongue Tie Laser Release                      
•  Sleep Apnea Dental Appliances
•  Gum Regeneration Therapy
•  Comprehensive and convenient Dentistry — no need to refer out to  

 Dental Excellence Integrative Center • 3116 Mount Vernon Ave. Alexandria VA
703-745-5496 • care@dentalexcellenceva.com

 
IAOMT protocols.

Advanced Dentistry

Dr. Sheri wants everyone to grow to their genetic 
potential! The goal of treatment revolves around 
whole body wellness, improved airway function, 
temporomandibular joint (TMJ) strength and 
proper facial aesthetics. 

Our signature approach to treatment focuses on 
creating harmony in the body and correcting the 
underlying causes of your discomfort.

 

 

Dr. Sheri Salartash, 

Offers Valid through February 1, 2022

Whole Health Solutions 
in Dentistry

New Patient 
Special!

One Complimentary Laser application  
for a restorative Treatment!

Complimentary 
TMJ & Airway 
Assessment  
with purchase  
of 3D CT Scan!

DDS, MAGD, NMD, IBDM,
AIAOMT, FICOI, FAAIP

Board of Dental Sleep
Medicine Diplomate



Join the Times’ quest to find 
the best cappuccino 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Everyone loves coffee. Well, most 
people love coffee, but we’ll forgive 
the tea totalers. 

That’s why, for this edition of the 
Alexandria Times’ Port City Flavor 
section, I thought I would embark 
on a caffeine-infused adventure to 
compare cappuccinos at three of 
Alexandria’s most beloved coffee 
shops. I chose to stick to cappuc-
cinos because I have a soft spot for 
them and honestly, who doesn’t en-
joy a good cappuccino? 

Some have a flair for presenta-
tion and others concentrate more on 
the bean itself, but each one serves 
up its own delicious version of the 
drink we all love so much. 

Dolci & Gelati
What’s the verdict? Dolci & Ge-

lati, located across from Market 
Square in Old Town, deeply under-
stands that cappuccinos should be 
foamy and frothy. In certain cases, 
this is something that all too often 
gets lost during preparation and as 
a result ends up with the drink more 
closely resembling a latte. Fortu-
nately, I received my cappuccino in 
a ceramic blue mug filled to the brim 
with burbling steamed milk foam, 
which was as pleasing for the eyes 
as it was for the taste buds. Plus, the 
espresso itself was piping hot and 
the ideal complement to a cozy fall 
afternoon in an allegedly haunted 
building – but that’s a story for an-
other time. 

What’s the coffee? According to 
owner Eric Roper, the coffee comes 

from Greenberry’s Coffee Roasters 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. Roper, 
who graduated from the University 
of Virginia, also located in Char-
lottesville, learned of the roastery 
while in school and was immediate-
ly hooked. The espresso drinks are 
made with an Italian Espresso blend, 
and the drip coffee is made daily 
with a rotating selection of beans. 

What else is there? Because Dolci 
& Gelati also specializes in gelato, 
Roper said most of the unique menu 
items revolve around gelato-coffee 
combinations. One popular selec-
tion among patrons is the affogato, 
an Italian-based dessert that fea-
tures a scoop of gelato “drowned” 
in a shot of espresso. The shop also 
offers a Nitro Cold Brew that can be 
poured over any flavor of gelato. Fi-
nally, Roper said the house specialty 

is the Salty Dirty Chai, which mixes 
the sweetness of salted caramel ge-
lato with the bitterness of coffee and 
chai. 

“We’re big into the combinations 
of gelato and coffee. We do have our 
pump sweeteners, but we like to use 
gelato to sweeten the coffee as well,” 
Roper said. 

For Five Coffee Roasters
What’s the verdict?  If there was 

an award for best latte art, it would 
go to the colossal cappuccino I or-
dered at For Five Coffee Roasters 
next to the King Street Metro sta-
tion. Not only could I tell that the 
barista had fun personalizing my 
drink with three rows of autumnal 
microfoam leaves, I also had my 

Stop and smell the coffee
PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON

The coffee at Fontaine Caffe & Creperie comes from 
Roastee Toastee Coffee, whose owner Joe Moriarity 
takes pride in his fresh, single-origin beans.  

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
For Five Coffee Roasters’ espresso features a unique 
blend of Ethiopian Gera, Sumatra and Colombia Na-
riño coffee. 

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
The drinks at Dolci & Gelati are made with an Italian 
Espresso from Greenberry’s Coffee Roasters in Charlot-
tesville, Virginia.

Flavor
PORT CITY
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work cut out for me when it 
came to getting through the 
actual drink. Decadent and 
filling, this cappuccino tast-
ed creamy and subtle and, 
yes, I experienced a twinge of 
guilt upon gulping down the 
exquisite masterpiece. 

What’s the coffee? For Five 
Coffee Roasters was found-
ed in Queens, New York but 
expanded to the DMV three 
years ago, with Alexandria 
as its first location. Owner 
Stefanos Vouvoudakis said 
that the Maspeth, Queens 
roasting facility sources from 
38 different countries of or-
igin and features a blend of 
Ethiopian Gera, Sumatra and 
Colombia Nariño. 

“The coffees we chose for 
that blend are very special; 
they’re Grade A and basically 
the freshest coffee you can 
possibly get your hands on,” 
Vouvoudakis said. “As far as 
specialty coffee goes in the 
corporate environment, we’re 
a perfect match for that.”

What else is there? Beyond 
the hot cappuccino, customers 
can try the Freddo cappucci-
no, which is an iced drink with 
cold foam on top. There’s also 
the Gotham Mocha, which 
Vouvoudakis said is blended 
with high-end chocolate ga-
nache made by Manhattan’s 
Gotham Bar & Grill. 

“You come into our loca-
tion and you’re gonna have a 
balance of acidity, sourness 
and also the dark-flavored 
notes. ,” Vouvoudakis said.

Fontaine Caffe  
& Creperie

What’s the verdict? Own-
er of Roastee Toastee Coffee 
John Moriarity, whose beans 
have appeared at Fontaine 
Caffe & Creperie in Old Town 
since April of this year, said 
that if he could only use one 
word to describe his coffee it 
would be “premium,” and it’s 
easy to see why. With Moriar-
ity’s devotion to  quality and 

freshness on full display, this 
small but impactful cappuc-
cino was one of the most vi-
brant cups I’ve ever tasted. It 
boasted a rich medley of fla-
vors that were complex but 
not confused and bold but not 
bitter, and the coffee-milk-
foam ratio was precise. Need-
less to say, I’ll be back soon.

What’s the coffee? Moriar-
ity looks for very specific el-
ements when searching for 
where to buy his beans. This 
includes beans grown in vol-
canic soil at an elevation of no 
less than 3,500 feet. The rea-
son for the specificity? Sugar 
metabolizes slowly, therefore 
yielding more robust, nutri-
ent-dense beans. Moriarty 
has bought from Costa Rica; 
Peru; Colombia; Kenya; Ethi-
opia; Mexico; Honduras; El 
Salvador and Brazil. 

“Anybody can order coffee 
from somebody and serve it. 
The difference that makes 
Roastee Toastee coffee 
unique is that I get the ab-
solute best beans I can find, 

I put a lot of care into how I 
roast them [and] each one is 
going to have its own person-
ality,” Moriarity said. 

What else is there?  
Moriarity said Fontaine spe-
cializes in straight espresso 
and the cortado, which is 
two ounces of coffee and two 
ounces of milk served in a 
small shot glass. He also said 
he takes pride in accepting 
suggestions from custom-
ers. For instance, someone 
walked in a month ago and 
asked for a cafe miel after 
trying one in Italy. On the 
spot, Moriarity pulled out 
some locally-sourced honey, 
steamed some whole milk 
and whipped up the sweet 
drink. 

“I’m not only in the coffee 
business, I’m in the beverage 
business; if someone has an 
idea, I’m all ears,” he said. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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The outside patio at Dolci & Gelati.
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OTHER GREAT CUPS OF 
JOE CAN BE FOUND AT:

Swing’s Coffee
Extra Perks
St. Elmo’s Coffee Bar
The Uptowner
Killer ESP
Misha’s
Buzz Bakeshop

[We think] 
we’ve 

perfected 
the best cup 
of coffee.”

– Stefanos Vouvoudakis,
owner of For Five 

Coffee Roasters

Wear a mask.
Save a life.
You can proactively help rid Alexandria of the new  
coronavirus by wearing a facemask when you go out in public.  
By wearing a mask, you protect not only yourself, but  
the most vulnerable in our community.

PORT CITY FLAVOR

Our 
dining room 

is open!

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd.
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Dine in or take out, 
always delicious.

Fontaine ‘To Go’ Coffee Shop (2 doors right)  
7 am to 2:30 pm daily -- Coffee, croissants, locally made pastries & more!

Fontaine Caffe open daily!

FONTAINE Mon. - Fri. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm; 
5:30 - 10:00 pm 
Sat. - Sun. - 9 am - 10 pm

Dine in, try curbside take out or local delivery  
www.fontainebistro.com | 703-535-8151

Both Locations: Alexandria & Arlington
703-826-6363 & 703-527-5666

www.spicekraftva.com

Spice Kraft
������������� New Lunch 

Specials!
Limited time.

Butter Chicken Pasta $13
Saag Paneer Pasta $12



Coffee 101: The beans, the roast and the brew
Making a great cup of 
coffee comes down to 
the basics
BY JOHN MORIARITY

Elon Musk has been 
talking about colonizing 
Mars for years. He said he 
only needs about 60 years to 
create a self-sustaining civi-
lization there with a million 
people, and every time I turn 
on the tube I see another one 
of his rockets doing amazing 
things. But let me ask you 
this, Mr. Musk: Once I get 
to the Red Planet, where in 
God’s name can I find a de-
cent cup of coffee? 

Here on Earth coffee is 
the second most valuable 
commodity, after oil. Over 
2.25 billion cups are con-
sumed daily. If coffee were to 
suddenly disappear, a global 
panic would surely follow, 
shortly after sunrise. We sim-
ply love the stuff: Here in the 
U.S., 70% of the population 
starts the day with a cup or 
two – or three.

I’ve got coffee on the brain 
and in it too. I run a coffee 
shop in Old Town’s Fontaine 
Caffe & Creperie where I 
serve some of the world’s 
finest coffee under my brand 
Roastee Toastee Coffee. I 
source it, roast it, brew it and 
sometimes add latte art, such 
as flowers and hearts, into 
ceramic cups of it. My com-
pany began in 2018 when I 
asked the same question I 
offer to Elon: Where do I get 
the good stuff? 

The answer to this cof-
fee question isn’t easily an-
swered. In fact, I’ve found 
that the big players in coffee 
have blitzed us with propa-
ganda and marketing for a 
good 100 years or so, to the 
point where most folks don’t 
even know what a good cup 

of joe tastes like.
Let’s start with a few cru-

cial basics. 
First, in order to have great 

coffee, you must have great 
beans. These beans often 
grow at high altitudes in vol-
canic soil in far-flung, off the 
beaten path locations, like the 
jungles of Guatemala or high 
in the mountains of Kenya. 

For you DIY types that 
think you can do it all, you 
can’t grow Arabica coffee 
shrubs in your home garden, 
unless you live in Kona, Ha-
waii, in which case I’m invit-
ing myself over to your place 
for a few months to help you 
kick-start the venture. 

Even if you have the good 
beans and have figured out 
which types taste the best 
out of the more than 6,000 
Arabica varietals, those 
beans need to be roasted 
properly to bring out the 
proper flavors. The alche-
my that turns coffee cherry 
seeds into grindable, brew-
able beans is known as the 
Maillard reaction, named 
after French chemist Louis 
Camille Maillard. In 1912, 
Maillard scientifically iden-
tified that when roasting 
coffee beans, caramelizing 

sugars begin to combine 
with amino acids to form 
delicious molecules called 
melanoidins. I could go on, 
but I feel like I might bring 
on a feeling of chemistry 
class deja-vu. The takeaway 
here is that melanoidins 
taste darn good.

Brewing coffee is all about 
extraction. To take top-notch 
beans and transform them 
into a magical elixir in your 
cup, you must have the prop-
er dose or amount of coffee 
ground to a specific fineness 
and combined with just the 
right amount of water heated 
to exactly 200 degrees. The 
literal scientific term used to 
describe a properly extracted 
cup of coffee is known as the 
tasty point. 

It may not be as grand a 
plan as putting a town on 
Mars, but I plan to spend 
the rest of my life striving to 
find the ultimate tasty point. 
Why don’t you join me? It’ll 
be an otherworldly delicious 
experience, right here on 
Earth. 

The writer is founder of Roastee 
Toastee Coffee, which op-

erates out of Fontaine Caffe 
& Creperie located at 119 
N. Royal St. in Old Town.
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Roastee Toastee Coffee founder, owner and roaster John Moriarty.
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The secret to high quality coffee is high quality beans, a propert 
roast and good extraction during brewing. 

Elegant, spacious, 19th c ballroom in the 
heart of Old Town-the perfect place for 

holiday entertaining!

571-263-9805  |  bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online at Visit Alexandria Unique 
venues and on Wedding Wire.

UnionSquare



The perks of music lessons
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Learn the telltale 
signs of whether your 
child might have an 
interest in music
BY JULIE ZUPAN

Childhood musical in-
struction is a gift that deliv-
ers immediate rewards and 
a lifetime of dividends. As a 
parallel course of learning 
to traditional schooling, pri-
vate music instruction en-
sures your child’s education 
is well-rounded – while im-
proving their performance in 
the classroom, thanks to the 

level of concentration and 
discipline required to learn 
to play a musical instrument.  

What sets musical edu-
cation apart – and makes it 
more valuable as opposed 
to other markers of child-
hood – is that it cannot be 
purchased off the shelf. It 
requires excellent instruc-
tion, attention, dedication, 
practice and a level of com-
mitment from the families 
and their children in order to 
fully realize the promise that 
childhood musical education 
can deliver – today and into 

adulthood.
The question I get most 

often from parents is, “What 
is the right age for my child 
to begin taking lessons?” Af-
ter 25 years of speaking with 
parents, my answer is this: 
“Some 4 year olds are ready, 
and some 14 year olds simply 
never develop an interest.”

Does this mean that the 
parent decides at what age 
to start their child? Does this 
mean forced music lessons 
for a less than eager student? 
The answer is no to both. 
This means you look for the 
clues to see if you have a mu-
sically inclined child on your 
hands. And then the age will 
not matter because a musical 
child will flourish at whatev-
er age they begin. Naturally, 
the younger the better. 

How do you know if you 
have a musical child? Could 
you be the parent of what 
may be a really fine musician 
one day? There are clues that 
your child will give you ev-
ery day. Yes, everyday, just as 
music is a part of our world 
every day. From hit tunes, 

movie soundtracks and 
theme songs to commercial 
jingles and street musicians, 
music is everywhere. And so 
are the clues to your child’s 
level of interest. 

Ask yourself the following 
questions:

Did my child sing a recog-
nizable tune from an early 
age? 

Not all children can carry 

a tune when they are little. 
They may have the words, 
they may have some of the 
pitches, but delivering the 
actual melody or tune is done 
by an innate sense of pitch, 
an ability to follow and rec-
reate a melody as an adult 
would hear it.

Do they seem drawn to an 
instrument?

When out in the world, 
if they see a piano in a ho-
tel lobby or airport, do they 
stop and find it intriguing? 
Do they notice live music 
being played? If a neigh-
bor or friend has a piano, is 
it the first thing they go to 
when visiting? That is inter-
est, plain and clear, not just 
awareness.

If given the chance to play 
an instrument, do they do it 
with care? 

For example, do they 
touch the keys of a piano 
with one or two fingers as 
opposed to banging the keys 
with an entire hand or fist? 
Do they treat the instrument 
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A musical 
child is 

a sensitive 
child, a child 
that grows 
into a young 
adult who will 
not take the 
traditional 
path.”

FILE PHOTO
Music lessons can help improve performance in the classroom by helping children increase 
concentration and discipline.
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AT A GLANCE
Address: 456 S. Union Street
Neighborhood: Old 
Town, Harborside
Price: $895,000
Square footage: 1308
Levels: 2
Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 2 1/2
Year built: 1993
Additional: 2 fireplaces
2 garage parking spots
Contact:
 Mary Ellen Rotondo 
mrotondo@finelivingre.com
703.472.5454

HOME OF THE WEEK

Luxury waterfront living at Harborside

This condo at 456 S. 
Union St. offers conve-
nient and luxurious liv-
ing on the exciting Old 
Town waterfront. This 
two level Harborside 
townhouse condo has 
more than 1,300 square 
feet of elegantly ap-

pointed living space with 
expansive rooms, luxury 
finishes and high-end 
appliances. 

The tidy two-bed-
room, one-and-one-
half-bath home has two 
garage parking spaces 
for convenience and a 

30-foot boat slip with 
4.75 Mean for recreation. 
With its Old Town loca-
tion and the many Har-
borside amenities, 456 S. 
Union St. offers fine liv-
ing at its best. 

Just step out the door 
of 456 S. Union St. and 

enjoy expansive outdoor 
green spaces, picnicking 
in the nearby parks, ex-
ercising on the walking 
and biking trails, boat-
ing on the Potomac Riv-
er, shopping at Old Town 
boutiques and dining at 
fine restaurants.  At 456 

S. Union St., f ind com-
fortable living, modern 
conveniences and the 
perfect location for en-
joying everything that 
historic Old Town and 
the waterfront have to 
offer. 

Left: This townhouse comes complete with a 30-foot boat slip.Turnkey living with parking in the heart of Old Town
Middle: There is more than 1,300 square feet of living space in this townhouse.
Right: The living room is expansive and full of luxury finishes.

COURTESY PHOTOS

with a natural sense of care 
and not just another item to 
explore and quickly discard?

If you have answered yes 
to at least two of these ques-
tions, you likely have a mu-
sical child. A child who will 
not only benefit from music 
lessons but a child who will 
thrive as a young musician. 

Having a musical child 
means you will invest a great 
deal in their development, 
and I urge you to fasten your 
seatbelt for the rewards.

A musical child is a sen-
sitive child, a child that 
grows into a young adult 
who will not take the tra-
ditional path. They will see 

the world through a creative 
lens, they will enrich your 
life in a way that you nev-
er expected and at the most 
tender moments.

Musical children are the 
dreamers, they push the en-
velope, they explore possi-
bilities. They can be head-
strong, but they share their 
talent and bring joy to the 
world. Years down the road, 
you will see how lucky you 
were to recognize the clues 
that your child had a talent 
just waiting to be unlocked.

The writer is director of Old 
Town Music School and a 

conservatory trained musi-
cian and educator with more 

than 25 years of experience in 
guiding young musicians.
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FILE PHOTO
Look for clues, such as their behavior around musical instruments, to gauge whether your child has an 
interest in or affinity for music.



HOROSCOPE COLUMN by Paul Coulter, edited by David Steinberg

Weekly Words
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ACROSS
1 Bob of “Full House”
6 Jai ___
10 Avocado dip, casually
14 Alternative to steps
18 Shut
19 Lower yourself?
20 Fall clumsily
22 Bring home from a shelter
23 Abhor
24 “Adios!”
25 Spy novelist Deighton
26 Unfair?
27 Chasten Buttigieg’s husband
28 Platform for Siri
29 Like severe measures
32 Capri, e.g.
34 Meddles (with)
38	 Forest	floor	growth
39 Barely make
41 Repeat
43 Ferguson in the royal family
44 Convene
45 Many Punjabis, religiously
47 May day focus
48 Rod for roasting
49 Spanakopita ingredient
51 “Trick” joint
52 Buddy
53 Typical trick-or-treater
54 Ballpark frank
55 Greek X’s
59 “Weekend Update” show, for 

short

60 Tiny bit
61 Arctic Ocean hazard
63 Charged toward
65 Muslim leader
67 Period renting an apartment
68 Literally, “garlic and oil”
69 Worst in quality
72 “The Godfather” don Corleone
73 Certain airship
74 Open, as a gate
75 Brat
77 Winter hours in Colo.
80 Bed board
81 Atlanta-to-Miami dir.
82 Ground-breaking tool
83 What children rarely pick up 

quickly
84 Couple
86 (Back off, fellow cat!)
88 Elaborate celebration
89 Drs.’ org.
90 Stick together
91 Any thing
93 Is the head of
95	 Yuri	who	was	the	first	man	in	

space
97 “Guess I’m missing out”
99 French friend
100 One often has a point
102 Obi-Wan Kenobi portrayer 

Guinness
103 Visits informally
106 Apply
107 Blows it

109 Burn balm
111 ___-Caps
112 Ruled out
116 Whole bunch
117 Adjust to change
119 They say when
120 Astute
121 Hard to pin down
122 Lots and lots
123 “___ Gotta Have It” (2017-19 

Netflix	series)
124 Says “When?”
125 Helps with a crime

DOWN
1 Burn with hot liquid
2 Birch relative
3 VIRGO: Spending time at sea 

will make you happy, so buy 
that new boat and ___

4	 Unverified	sense,	briefly
5 Lunar New Year in Hanoi
6 Kind of committee
7 Feast that often includes poi
8 CANCER: Today could be 

irritating, so you may well ___
9 Mamie Eisenhower’s man
10 One may have horns and a 

beard
11 Not happy
12 Appropriate
13 LEO: A little greed is good 

today, so don’t be afraid to 
___

14 Alarm clock, ideally
15 Wide st., often
16 Marmee’s oldest daughter in 

“Little Women”
17 Ace
20 Grp. for Finland and France
21 Runs off to marry
26 PISCES: Some praise would 

lift you up, so say something 
self-deprecating and ___

27 Conspire
30 Put in an order?
31 PreCheck org.
33 Get the picture
35 “American Idol” runner-up 

Clay
36 ARIES: You need to be heard, 

so speak your mind and ___
37 Full-bodied ale
39	 CPR	expert
40 “For shame!” syllable
42 “Cruella” star Stone
43 Liven (up)
46 Outs’ counterparts
48 Short, funny performance
50 Like custard
52 “Goodies” singer
54 Mar, as a car
56 Waves down
57 How sardines are usually 

packed
58 Hollywood’s Hayek
62 Entices
64 LIBRA: You have a big deci-

sion to make, so think of a 
factor that helps you ___

66	 Infiltrating	spy
69 Animated cat in boots
70 Macbeth and Macduff, 

nationality-wise
71 Quaker’s “you”
75 Alone at prom
76 Wanderer
78 Hot spot
79 Bob Cratchit’s “tiny” son
85 Turntable speed letters
87	 Contacts	online,	briefly
88 Gymnast’s feat
90 Emergency
91 Misfortunes
92 Corn’s place
94 Punk offshoot
96 Insight
98 They’re longer than feet
101 “Please, I can do that”
103 Eats or drinks
104 Contribution of opinions
105 Observes
108 Gym set
110 Onion relative
112 Pilot’s announcement, for 

short
113 Ignited
114 “I’d say,” online
115	 “How	relaxing!”
116 Calypso offshoot
117 Director DuVernay
118 Touch with a napkin, perhaps

EILEEN BARRET (81), of Alexandria, Oct. 2, 2021

MILDRED GALLAHAN (76), of Alexandria, Sept. 26, 2021

DIANE JAMES-HICKS (64), formerly of Alexandria,  

Oct. 2, 2021

WILLIAM KEARNS (79), of Alexandria, Oct. 8, 2021

EDWARD HEIDEN (83), formerly of Alexandria,  

Sept. 23, 2021

DEATH NOTICES
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Our View

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

PHOTO/DICK CHAIT
Ghouls in Alexandria are ready for Halloween.

Bring back the SROs

Opinion
WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  OCTOBER 14, 2021 | 25 

Your Views

To the editor:
Alexandria schools are now back in 

session, but without our school resource 
officers, who are members of the Alex-
andria Police Department on special as-
signment. Our elected School Board and 
school administrators negotiated with 
the APD how they wanted the SROs to 
operate in their schools, but this sum-
mer Alexandria’s City Councilors decid-
ed they have more knowledge than our 
School Board and in a 4-3 vote decided to 
dismiss the SROs from our schools.

Our School Board members are elect-
ed volunteers who deal exclusively with 
school issues jointly with our school ad-
ministrators. Yet, their opinions were dis-
missed and overruled by City Council.

Let’s unpack this issue. If you study 
the recent school shootings around the 
United States, they have lasted 10 to 20 

minutes. The APD couldn’t even respond 
from their current locations during that 
time. The incident would be over. Once 
the APD arrives on site, they would have 
to rely on school personnel to find the 
correct location. 

Conversely, an on-site SRO would 
already be familiar with the school and 
could respond almost instantly to the in-
cident, thus potentially saving someone’s 
life.  SROs are also there to develop rela-
tionships with students so they feel com-
fortable confiding in them about being 
bullied and abused.  They are not there to 
make immigration arrests or harass stu-
dents in any way.

Don’t fool yourself, there are crimes 
going on in our schools. Haven’t you 
heard about all the recent incidents in 
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Uptick in violence,
descent into lawlessness

The past few weeks have 
been the worst in recent mem-
ory for serious crime in Alexan-
dria. 

Since Sept. 21 there have 
been four shootings and two 
stabbings, one resulting in a 
death that has been ruled a ho-
micide. Plus, a student was ar-
rested at Alexandria City High 
School for possessing a hand-
gun, and a road rage incident 
resulted in a driver brandishing 
a gun at another driver.

This is on top of the many 
videos circulating in the city 
of fights involving Alexandria 
City Public Schools students 
erupting into melees in the 
city’s public high school and 
middle schools and one of stu-
dents attacking an adult patron 
at the Bradlee Shopping Center 
McDonald’s.

This is also on top of an ap-
parent surge in property crime, 
particularly shoplifting, as 
residents have reported wit-
nessing brazen theft from the 
Ross store on North Washing-
ton Street among others. This 
follows a wave of potentially 
gang-related property damage 
as numerous homes were re-
cently marked with gang relat-
ed symbols.

There are two inescapable 
conclusions to draw from this 
descent into lawlessness we are 
witnessing in Alexandria.

The first is that removing 
school resource officers from 
the main ACHS campus, the 
Minnie Howard campus and 
the city’s middle schools was 
an enormous mistake. This is-
sue was temporarily rectified 
at City Council’s Tuesday night 
legislative meeting when Coun-
cilor John Chapman reversed 
his earlier vote to remove SROs 
and voted with Mayor Justin 
Wilson and Councilors Amy 

Jackson and Del Pepper to re-
instate the officers through the 
end of this year. 

The other three members of 
council, Canek Aguirre, Eliza-
beth Bennett-Parker and Mo 
Seifeldein, voted for a second 
time against SROs in schools. 

Returning SROs through the 
end of this year is a good short-
term measure in the midst of 
what has become a crisis. But 
this move needs to be made 
permanent or else it will be 
seen as no more than an elec-
tion-year gambit.

The second unmistakable 
conclusion is that gangs are 
operating in Alexandria in a big 
way and with a brazenness that 
should be unnerving to every-
one, particularly those who live 
in or near the Landmark Mall 
area, where several of the vio-
lent incidents have occurred.

“Gang” is a four-letter word, 
and one that many local offi-
cials are loathe to say. Aguirre 
downplayed the recent spate 
of violent crime in Alexandria 
during the Oct. 6 Seminary 
Ridge Civic Association candi-
date forum, saying “Alexandria 
is still one of the safest cities 
in the Commonwealth by far, 
hands down.” For our coverage 
of this forum, see the page 12 
story, “Council hopefuls ad-
dress local issues.”

A head-in-the-sand ap-
proach will not make gangs go 
away, nor will an ideological 
approach of refusing to use the 
word “gang.”

We are going to need more 
resources devoted to law en-
forcement in Alexandria, 
meaning more officers with 
higher pay, if we are to stop this 
wave of violent crime in our 
city. The question is: Do our 
elected leaders have the will to 
take this needed step? 



ACPS 2021 graduation rate soars
BY DR. GREGORY HUTCHINGS, ED.D.

One of our community’s most precious 
assets is diversity. At Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools, we are proud to have a diverse, 
multicultural student body. Our students 
report 145 countries of birth and there are 
132 languages spoken in our school divi-
sion. We have many different backgrounds, 
and we share the same belief that education 
is surely the key to the future.

At ACPS we are committed to 
boosting student achievement 
and empowering our children 
to thrive in this diverse and ev-
er-changing world. This is at the 
heart of our 2025 Strategic Equi-
ty for All Plan. Children need to 
know that neither their skin col-
or nor the language they speak 
should be a barrier to achieving 
their dreams. 

With the recent report of 
graduation and dropout rates 
from the Virginia Department of Education, 
we can see that the hard work of our fami-
lies, teachers, support staff, administrators, 
counselors and leadership – and most im-
portantly our students themselves – toward 
improving our student graduation rate has 
led to stellar results and significant progress. 

I am proud to say that amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, the ACPS Class of 2021 rose to 
the occasion and achieved the highest on-
time graduation rate and lowest student 
dropout rate since Virginia began report-
ing these data points in 2008. There was a 
nine-percentage point increase in the ACPS 
on-time graduation rate, with 91% of our 
Class of 2021 earning a diploma, up from 
82% the previous year. This also resulted 
in an impressive decrease in the dropout 
rate from nearly 14% in 2019-20 to 5.6% 
in 2020-21. The previous highest on-time 
graduation rate for ACPS was 86% in 2013 
and the previous lowest dropout rate was 
8% in 2019. 

As part of our Strategic Plan at ACPS, we 
have employed various educational tools 
and supports to help achieve a successful 
outcome for our students. The division has 
also expanded the Graduation Task Force to 
include central office and school leadership 
to consistently monitor progress through-
out the year towards graduation. This year, 
ACPS will expand our Early Warning System 

to provide students with targeted interven-
tion and support beginning in the middle 
school years. This proactive approach is 
helping ACPS raise graduation rates across 
our student population.

As we recognize Hispanic Heritage 
Month, I want to highlight what these gains 
mean for our Hispanic students and, spe-
cifically, for our Hispanic males, a segment 
of our student population that is an area 
of focus in our strategic plan. In 2021, the 

graduation rate for our Hispan-
ic ACPS students was 72%, the 
highest rate in recent years, and 
the dropout rate for Hispanic 
students significantly decreased 
from 25% in 2019-20 to 4.3% 
in 2020-21. We still have much 
more work to do with support-
ing our Hispanic students and 
removing systemic barriers that 
have not afforded them the an-
ticipated progress they deserve. 
Such a significant increase in 

graduation rates and decrease in dropout 
rates, particularly during a pandemic, is a 
testament to the dedication and hard work 
of ACPS students, families and staff.

I want to recognize our community 
partners who serve our students beyond 
the school day. Our students’ families also 
deserve recognition for their partnership 
with the schools and the community orga-
nizations. We seek to do more. Recognizing 
how crucial a role families play in their chil-
dren’s education, ACPS has been working to 
strengthen these ties. 

Together, as a community, we can help 
our Hispanic students and their classmates 
follow in the footsteps of our most inspira-
tional role models who have helped pave the 
way before them. Our children will aspire to 
achieve the path that suits their individu-
al needs. ACPS has the building blocks and 
fortitude to help our young people achieve 
their goals and build successful lives. The 
increase in graduation rates is only the be-
ginning and illustrates how we can make 
significant progress when we set strategic 
goals, focus resources and provide the nec-
essary support in a targeted manner, as well 
as follow through on our commitment to all 
of our students. 

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D
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Latinos do support SROs
To the editor:

I’m writing to you about 
the issue of safety and the 
School Resource Officers 
that I’ve seen in the news 
lately. I am a graduate of 
T.C. Williams, now Alexan-
dria City High School,  and 
I have family who currently 
attend Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools. I am an immi-
grant. My family members 
are immigrants. We keep 
seeing in the news that 
minorities don’t support 
police or safety in schools. 
Where are they getting this 
information? Nobody has 
asked us!

I feel safer having a po-
lice officer in the schools. 
The administration cannot 
take care of everything. My 
own family has experienced 
bullying, and it feels like no-
body is listening. My brother 
got hit by another student 
while at school. My mother 
took him to the hospital as 
he was suffering from pain 
in his head due to the stu-
dent hitting him multiple 
times on his head.

My mom feels like no-
body is taking her seriously 
due to her limited English 
abilities. We feel the treat-
ment Latinos get with city 
services is as if we are not 
being heard. We feel as if 
they are putting us down 
due to our lack of the En-
glish language and maybe 
even our class in this city 
as essential workers,clean-
ers and restaurant workers. 
We strongly feel Latinos 

are being left out and not 
being heard and we feel 
that something needs to be 
done.

Nobody asks us any-
thing. It is almost like we 
don’t exist. My mom has 
had previous conversations 
about bullying with other 
parents who also feel that 
nothing is being done to 
prevent school bullying. It’s 
also really sad how they ar-
en’t even representing Lati-
nos much anywhere.

ACPS has a pretty big 
quantity of Latino students 
and not all schools do much 
to even talk about our heri-
tage or culture. As a former 
ACPS student, I barely even 
got to experience celebra-
tions of Hispanic Heritage 
Month and, honestly, this 
was pretty disappointing. It 
made me really upset and 
I can remember my past 
classmates being mad at this 
too. Only our teachers were 
able to hear and understand 
us. 

I’m tired of seeing all 
these videos and pages be-
ing uploaded and posts 
made on social media about 
the fights and also seeing 
ACPS or council members or 
leaders saying “we will take 
care of it” but the very next 
day another fight will break 
out. The Hispanic commu-
nity has been in this area 
forever. We came here for a 
better life. We can speak for 
ourselves. 

-Lesly Cruz, 
Alexandria

No ward system please
To the editor:

I appreciate that Darryl 
Nirenberg is willing to run 
for City Council. I agree we 
need multiple points of view 
and even agree with him on 
several issues. However, I 
will not even consider vot-
ing for him because he ap-
parently feels he shouldn’t 

need to listen to me since I 
don’t live in his part of the 
city. Alexandria does not 
need a ward system. Every 
member of council works 
for me. I suspect most of 
you also want to feel free to 
talk to any of them.

-Pam St. Clair, 
Alexandria
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The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those  
of the writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive  

the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

The case for wards Choose wisely Alexandria

Taking exception

the high school? How about 
the recent uptick in crime and 
shootings in our city in gen-
eral?  There is gang, drug and 
crime activity in our commu-
nity and schools. 

Ever since the horrific 
George Floyd murder, police 
around the country have been 
vilified and many communi-
ties are exploring defunding 
their police departments. 
This is just plain wrong on 
many fronts. Our police offi-
cers are not the enemy or the 
criminals. Our students need 
to learn at an early age that 
police officers can be their 
friends and are there to pro-

tect and serve the communi-
ty – the community in which 
they also live and have chil-
dren in schools.

A student may not know 
where to turn to deal with 
the bad things going on in 
schools.  They may not feel 
comfortable talking with 
school personnel or even to 
their own parents. So, they 
turn to an SRO who they 
have known and developed a 
strong professional relation-
ship with.

Our school administrators 
have hired private security 
personnel for our high school. 
These security officers go 
through a 40- to 80-hour se-
curity officer class to become 

certified. They don’t have any 
of the experience, training 
and professional experience 
to handle this job like our 
well-trained APD officers. 
This approach is also costly 
and these funds could be bet-
ter spent on our students.

It’s time to bring back 
our APD school resource of-
ficers. Please tell City Coun-
cil members to reverse their 
decision. And if they don’t, 
there is always our Novem-
ber election to send a strong 
message. Our city, schools 
and most importantly our 
children deserve a safe envi-
ronment.

-Bryan B. Kirkes,
Alexandria

To the editor:
On Nov. 2 Alexandrians 

will elect six citizens to City 
Council. We will be told to 
“vote for six.” In all other 
elections we “vote for one” – 
for president, senator, con-
gress, governor, delegate. 
“Vote for six” makes Alex-
andria unique, and not in a 
good way. Our city at-large 
election system ensures that 
council members can ignore 
your neighborhood – which 
they do often – and are 
never held accountable. No 
matter your party or where 
you live here, you know this 
is true.

We are the only Amer-
ican city of our size that 
holds at-large partisan elec-
tions for City Council. Other 
cities our size have council 
wards. Alexandria’s council 
wards were eliminated in 
1950, when we had 60,000 
residents. Today we have 
170,000 residents.

We are larger than Syr-
acuse, Charleston and Sa-
vannah – all of which have 
council wards, as do Rich-
mond and Washington, D.C. 
They have it right, we have 
it dangerously wrong. The 
idea of holding our elected 
representatives accountable 
is at the core of American 
democracy – especially by 
the neighborhoods where 
we live. 

Alexandria had council 
wards from 1804 to 1950 – 
even though we were a much 
smaller city. Today our city 
hall governing elites oppose 
returning to neighborhood 
wards. So when your street 
floods, who do you call? Our 
council members can sleep 
in, knowing that you won’t 
call them, that you are un-
likely to call all six. 

Our mayor and council 
do as they please and know 

the lack of neighborhood 
wards ensures they will nev-
er be held accountable for 
their performance and poor 
decisions. Seminary Road, 
scooters parked at your 
front door, hyper-densifica-
tion and eternal flooding are 
examples. “Vote for six” by 
its very nature ensures one 
party will always rule here 
– and yet never have to own 
any problem on your street. 
Who is answerable to you 
and your neighbors? No one. 

Of the six Democrats on 
the November city ballot, 
five live within three miles 
of each other. All 13 Demo-
crats who sought the coun-
cil nomination in June live 
in just two of Alexandria’s 
eight zip codes. Of the total 
of nine candidates running 
for council today, only one – 
Darryl Nirenberg – lives out-
side of those two zip codes. 
Talk about silencing most of 
our neighborhoods. 

Even the Virginia Gener-
al Assembly recognizes the 
problem. The Virginia Vot-
ing Rights Act bill enacted 
this year says that at-large 
local elections are banned if 
they “disadvantage any pro-
tected group.” It’s time to 
demand that your neighbor-
hood be seen as a “protected 
group” before they narrow 
another road or your home 
floats away. 

Two council candidates 
– Nirenberg and Florence 
King – support returning to 
neighborhood wards. If you 
want a council that works 
for you, that you can hold 
accountable, on Nov. 2 “vote 
for only two” - Nirenberg 
and King. That is what I in-
tend to do. Alexandria has 
grown up. It’s time our may-
or and council also do so. 

-Michael C. Maibach, 
Alexandria

To the editor:
Regardless of the numer-

ous inconveniences posed 
by changing the name of Lee 
Street, there is an unwarrant-
ed rush to judgement in con-
templating this action. The 
Lee family is an integral part 
of Alexandria and Virginia 
history and are part of a sto-
ried past; the Lees were con-
nected through the Carter and 
Randolph families with many 
other distinguished Ameri-
cans.

Anna Maria Mason, one 
of George Mason’s grand-
daughters, married Robert’s 
brother, Sydney Smith Lee. At 

one time, the Lees owned 10 
homes in Alexandria.

It was in Alexandria that 
Henry “Light Horse Harry” 
Lee III wrote that George 
Washington was “First in war, 
first in peace and first in the 
hearts of his countrymen, he 
was second to none in the 
humble and endearing scenes 
of private life.” George Wash-
ington was a frequent visitor 
to the Lee-Fendall house, in 
which no less than 37 Lee 
members lived or stayed from 
1785 to 1903.

The Lees are also connect-
ed to Washington, D.C. Robert 
E. Lee’s wife, Mary Custis Lee, 

was the daughter of George 
Washington Parke Custis and 
the great-granddaughter of 
Martha Washington.

Please reconsider the pro-
posal to rename this street. 
One cannot learn from his-
tory if it is eradicated. All of 
this is on top of the fact that 
if this initiative is enacted by 
City Council, total chaos will 
result in the lives of those 
citizens who have to have to 
change their addresses on all 
their legal documents. A large 
task within itself. Choose 
wisely, Alexandra!

-Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet, 
Alexandria

To the editor:
I must argue with some 

comments from my friend 
Dino Drudi in his recent letter 
to the editor, “One-party gov-
ernance is harmful.” Whether 
a woman has an abortion or 
not has no effect on anyone 
outside her immediate circle. 
Not getting a COVID-19 vac-
cination, catching the disease 
and transmitting it to others 
whom the original unvacci-
nated person may not even 
know, is an entirely different 

matter. Drudi seems to sug-
gest some equivalence. 

Like Drudi, I lament that 
Alexandria is no longer a func-
tioning two-party democracy. 
I’ve lived here since 1982, so 
I can remember Robert Cal-
houn and Carlyle Ring when 
they were Republican office-
holders here. I mourn their 
recent deaths. They were both 
fine, honest public servants.  

Despite being a life-long 
Democrat, I could recognize 
that.  

The current Republican 
candidate for governor, Glenn 
Youngkin, belongs in an en-
tirely different category. He 
has Trump disease. Just be-
cause he supports a marginal-
ly less restrictive abortion law 
than the one now enforced in 
Texas is not a reason to vote 
for him. Voting is easy here. 
The polls are already open. I 
recommend a vote for Terry 
McAuliffe. 

-Katy Cannady, 
Alexandria
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
One issue that’s received considerable attention during this 
local election is whether Alexandria should return to a ward-
based system for City Council elections. What is your view?

Last Week  
What is the biggest infrastructure problem 
facing Alexandria?

A) I support a return to ward representation.
B) I favor keeping the current all at-large system.
C) I’m not sure.
D) What is a ward-based election system?

66% Flooding.
13% Something else.
11% Recurrent power outages.
10% Lack of high quality, municipal broadband.

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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PHOTO/VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
The archaeology month poster from 2018 prominently featuring this photo from Alexandria. An archaeologist carefully maps 
the timbers of the second ship discovered at the Robinson Landing development site.

October is Archaeology Month

Each October, the Virginia 
Department of Historic Re-
sources sponsors Archaeolo-
gy Month to raise awareness 
about the Commonwealth’s 
rich archaeological sites 
and collections. During the 
month, Virginia celebrates 
local archaeology with public 
events at libraries, museums, 
historical societies, clubs and 
active archaeological sites. 

These events serve to en-
hance public appreciation 
for Virginia’s diverse heri-
tage on both land and water. 
This year’s statewide theme 
highlights “Shipwrecks and 
Archaeology in Virginia’s Wa-

terways” – fitting given the 
archaeological discoveries on 
Alexandria’s historic water-
front. While not technically 
shipwrecks, in recent years 
archaeologists on contract 
with developers have un-
covered the remains of four 
ship hulls used as part of the 
land-making process along 
the Potomac River during the 
late 18th- and 19th-century. 

Think of the four ships 
like a foundation on which 
the city is built. Additionally, 
the remains of wharves, ware-
houses, dwellings, industries, 
privies and thousands of arti-
facts have emerged from the 

waterlogged depths at the riv-
er’s edge. 

The City of Alexandria 
is built upon its past. The 
ground beneath modern Al-
exandria is a record of this 
past and contains an array of 
archaeological sites, features 
and artifacts. Recognizing the 
importance and uniqueness 
of these historic resources, 
the City of Alexandria passed 
an Archaeological Protection 
Code nearly 30 years ago. This 
has enabled the recovery of 
information about Alexan-
dria’s history and the preser-
vation of sites that otherwise 
would have been lost, that 

span thousands of years of 
human occupation. 

Alexandria Archaeolo-
gy now manages more than 
2,000,000 artifacts collected 
from more than 200 archae-
ological sites scattered across 
the city. Celebrate Archae-
ology Month with a stop by 
the Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, on the third floor of 
the Torpedo Factory, to learn 
more about the city’s mari-
time heritage and archaeol-
ogy events taking place this 
month.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria.
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AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:

Advertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805

RECRUITMENT
Orange County Public Schools 
Employment Opportunities: Nurse, 
Food Service Worker, Bus Driver, 
Elementary Teacher, Gifted & 
Talented Teacher. Please apply @  
www.ocss-va.org.
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching job 
seekers. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-
ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, At-
torney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobili-
ty with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 888-608-
4974

MILITARY ITEMS 
WANTED

Patches, Flight Jackets, Medals,
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia, etc.
Call Dan at 202-841-3062

MULTI FAMILY YARD 
SALE

501 Hilltop Terrace, Oct 16, 8:30am
Antiques, rugs, artwork, glassware, 
china,TV, linens, mirrors, puzzles, 
lamps and much more

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL

NOVEMBER 2021

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 

the right to recess and continue the 
public hearing to a future date. For 
further information, call the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning at 
703.746.4666 or visit alexandriava.
gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2021
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 
2021
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic emer-
gency, these meetings will be held 
electronically. If held electronically, 
the meetings are being held pursu-
ant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-
3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
to undertake essential business 
and members of the public bodies 
and staff will be participating from 
remote locations through a Zoom 
Webinar.

Electronic access will be provided 
whether the meetings are in person 
or electronic. The Planning Com-
mission and City Council Public 
Hearings can be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government Channel 70 and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
Electronic participation is also 
available via Zoom by registering to 
attend the hearings via the follow-
ing registration links:

Planning Commission (Public 
Hearing Webinar):
The Webinar will open at 6:30 PM 
to allow individuals to join, while 
the Planning Commission hearing 
will begin at approximately 7:00 
PM.

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_zw_
g2sPzT-SPepyyO3m79w

Zoom Audio Conference:

Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 945 2638 3705
Password: 603085

City Council (Public Hearing 
Webinar):
 
Registration Link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_K4ekPED-
PS0a0SgbQdUSx_w

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 980 0293 3400
Password: 884342

Public comment will be received 
at the meetings. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Planning & Zoning staff at Plan-
Comm@alexandriava.gov for the 
Planning Commission hearing, to 
the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@al-
exandriava.gov for the City Council 
hearing, or make public comments 
on the day of either hearing.

For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the Planning Commis-
sion hearing, contact Jackie Cato 
at jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711. 
For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the City Council hearing, 
please call the City Clerk and Clerk 
of Council’s Office at 703.746.4550 
(TTY/TDD 838-5056). We request 
that you provide a 48-hour notice 
so that the proper arrangements 
may be made.

Master Plan Amendment #2021-
00008 
Sanitary Sewer Master Plan Update 
(A) Initiation of a Master Plan 
Amendment; and (B) Public 
hearing and consideration of an 
amendment to the Sanitary Sewer 
Master Plan Chapter of the City’s 
Master Plan which includes updates 
to sanitary sewer programs, strate-
gies, and recommendations. 
Applicant: City of Alexandria, 
Department of Transportation & 
Environmental Services

Master Plan Amendment 
#2021-00012
Arlandria-Chirilagua Small Area 
Plan
(A) Initiation of a Master Plan 
Amendment; and (B) Public hear-
ing and consideration of the cre-
ation of the Arlandria-Chirilagua 
Small Area Plan Chapter of the 

City’s Master Plan, including the 
relevant portions of the Four Mile 
Run Restoration Master Plan, and 
an amendment to Potomac West 
Small Area Plan Chapter of the 
City’s Master Plan to remove the 
area that will become the Arlan-
dria-Chirilagua Small Area Plan.
Applicant: City of Alexandria, De-
partment of Planning & Zoning

Special Use Permit 
#2021-00064 
2406 Terrett Avenue 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 
for the construction of a sin-
gle-family dwelling on a developed 
substandard lot; zoned: R-2-5/Sin-
gle-and two-family.
Applicants: Artur Kalil and Andreia 
Rauta

Development Special Use Permit 
#2021-10025 
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2021-00084 
2610 Richmond Highway, 420 
and 300 Swann Avenue - Oakville 
Townhomes, Block D 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for: (A) a Develop-
ment Special Use Permit with site 
plan and subdivision to construct 
84 townhomes, outdoor amen-
ity spaces, various pedestrian 
improvements, and associated 
private street(s), including a Special 
Use Permit for more than eight 
(8) townhouses in a row; and 
with modifications to the design 
guidelines and to vision clearance 
triangles (B) a Special Use Permit 
for a Transportation Management 
Plan for Tier 1 TMP (84 Townho-
mes); zoned: CDD #24/Coordinat-
ed Development District #24. 
Applicant: Tri Pointe Homes DC 
Metro, Inc., represented by Mary 
Catherine Gibbs, attorney

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL 
BE HEARD BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION ONLY AND BY 
CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON 
APPEAL:

Subdivision 
#2021-00006 
514, 516 and 518 South Fairfax 
Street 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request to re-subdivide three 
existing lots into two lots; zoned: 
RM/Townhouse. 
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Applicant: Ann Morton Habliston, 
Trustee under the Young Family 
Trust Agreement dated December 
23, 2006, as amended, represented 
by Duncan W. Blair, attorney

Subdivision 

#2021-00005 
765 John Carlyle Street - Block P 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a ground and ver-
tical Subdivision; zoned: CDD #1/
Coordinated Development District 
#1. Applicant: Carlyle Plaza, LLC, 

represented by Jonathan P. Rak, 
attorney

Development Site Plan 
#2021-00006 
Subdivision #2021-00004 
205, 205A, and 207 Duncan Avenue 
- Darden Towns by MSG Properties 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for; (A) a Development 
Site Plan with modification to 
reduce the side-yard setback and; 
(B) a Subdivision to construct four 
townhomes; zoned: CL/Commer-
cial low. 
Applicant: Duncan Avenue, LLC, 
represented by Duncan W. Blair, 
attorney

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Hearing will be held by the 
City Council of the City of Alex-

andria, Virginia, held at City Hall, 
301 King Street, Council Chamber 
and on Zoom webinar on Saturday, 
October, 16, 2021 at 9:30 a.m., or 
as soon as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described items.

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the 
owners of the property located at 
214 and 216 South Payne Street 
to construct and maintain an en-
croachment for a porch at that lo-
cation (Implementation Ordinance 
for Encroachment No. 2021-00002 
associated with 214 and 216 South 
Payne Street approved by City 
Council on July 6, 2021).

AN ORDINANCE to amend and 
reordain the code of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, and 
the City of Alexandria Zoning 
Ordinance, in accordance with 
the text amendment heretofore 
approved by city council as Text 
Amendment  No. 2021-00008 
(Implementation Ordinance for 
Text Amendment No. 2021-00008 
associated with Extension of 
Temporary Program for Business 
Relief and to Address Public Need 
Related to COVID-19 to April 1, 
2022 approved by City Council on 
September 18, 2021).

AN ORDINANCE to amend 
and reordain the Master Plan of 
the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 
by adopting and incorporating 
therein the amendment heretofore 
approved by city council to the 
Beauregard Small Area Plan chap-
ter of such master plan as Master 
Plan Amendment No. 2021-00005 
and no other amendments, and 
to repeal all provisions of the said 
master plan as may be inconsistent 
with such amendment (Imple-
mentation Ordinance for Master 

Plan Amendment No. 2021-00005 
associated with Beauregard Small 
Area Plan Amendments approved 
by City Council on September 18, 
2021).

AN ORDINANCE to amend and 
reordain Section 1-400 (INTER-
PRETATION OF ORDINANCE) 
of Article I (GENERAL REGULA-
TIONS); Section 2-104 (ACCES-
SORY USE), Section 2-119.1 (AV-
ERAGE PRE-CONSTRUCTION 
GRADE), Section 2-128.1 (COM-
MERCIAL COMPLEX), Section 
2-145 (FLOOR AREA), Section 
2-169.1 (LOT, THROUGH), 
Section 2-180 (OPEN AND 
USABLE SPACE), Section 2-193.1 
(COMMERCIAL COMPLEX), 
Section 2-197.1 (STRUCTURE, 
ACCESSORY), Section 2-197.3 
(STRUCTURE, SUBORDINATE), 
and Section 2-200.1 (TRELLIS) of 
Article II (DEFINITIONS); Section 
6-403 (GENERAL REGULA-
TIONS AND EXCEPTIONS) 
of Article VI (SPECIAL AND 
OVERLAY ZONES); Section 7-100 
(ACCESSORY BUILDINGS, USES 
AND STRUCTURES), Section 
7-101 (PERMITTED ACCESSORY 
BUILDINGS, USES AND STRUC-
TURES), Section 7-102 (PROHIB-
ITED ACCESSORY BUILDINGS, 
USES AND STRUCTURES), Sec-
tion 7-103 (BUILDING, USE AND 
STRUCTURE LIMITATIONS), 
Section 7-202 (PERMITTED 
OBSTRUCTIONS), Section 7-203 
(ACCESSORY DWELLINGS), Sec-
tion 7-301 (USE LIMITATIONS), 
Section 7-302 (PROHIBITED 
OCCUPATIONS), Section 7-303 
(USE LIMITATIONS), Section 
7-1212 (AESTHETIC STAN-
DARDS GOVERNING WIRELESS 
FACILITY INSTALLATIONS), and 
Section 7-2501 (FREESTANDING 
PRIVATE GARAGES TO THE 
REAR OF THE MAIN BUILD-
ING) of Article VII (SUPPLEMEN-
TAL ZONE REGULATIONS); 
Section 8-200 (GENERAL PARK-
ING REGULATIONS) of Article 
VIII (OFF-STREET PARKING 
AND LOADING); Section 11-605 
(PROCEDURES FOR CLUSTER 
DEVELOPMENT APPROV-
AL), Section 11-1005 (POWERS 
AND DUTIES), Section 11-1302 
(SPECIAL EXCEPTION ESTAB-
LISHED), and Section 11-1706 
(CONTENTS OF PRELIMINARY 
PLAT APPLICATION) of Article 

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Dec 31, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945 -1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2021

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Treasury’s Unclaimed Property 
Program returns millions to 
rightful owners every year!

Virginia Department of the Treasury

What is unclaimed property?
Inactive or dormant accounts from stocks, dividends, 

customer refunds or credits, uncashed checks, 
safe deposit box contents, bank accounts, 

insurance policy proceeds, etc.

Go to our free website today to search 
and start the claim process for your 

unclaimed property.

6243_A

Medicare has changed. 
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE Medicare Supplement information 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company, call: 

1-833-657-1636
or visit MedSupBenefit.com/vapress

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program.  
I understand I have no obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. 
(MD, VA: These policies are available to people under age 65 eligible for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a 
complete description of policy exclusions, limitations, and costs or other coverage details, please contact your 
insurance agent or the company). Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, L038, F001, F002 (OK: L030OK, 
L035OK, L036OK, L037OK, L038OK; TN: L030TN, L035TN, L036TN, L037TN; L038TN, F001TN, F002TN; L030VA, L035VA, 
L036VA, L037VA, L038VA).



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  OCTOBER 14, 2021 | 31 
Classifieds

XI (DEVELOPMENT APPROV-
ALS AND PROCEDURES); and 
Section 13-114 (STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT PLAN) of Article 
XIII (ENVIRONMENTAL MAN-
AGEMENT) and to add and ordain 
Section 2-123.1 (BUILDING, 
ACCESSORY), Section 2-128.2 
(COMMITTED AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING) of Article II (DEFI-
NITIONS) and Section 11-1400 
(ZONE EXTENSION) of Article XI 
(DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS 
AND PROCEDURES) of the City 
of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, 
in accordance with the text 
amendment heretofore approved 
by city council as Text Amendment 
No. 2021-00003 (Implementation 
Ordinance for Text Amendment 
No. 2021-00003 associated with 
Zoning Ordinance Practical Up-
dates approved by City Council on 
September 18, 2021).

PUBLIC HEARING and Con-
sideration of a Lease Agreement 
Between the City of Alexandria 
and UpCycle Creative Reuse for the 
Use of Space at the Oswald Durant 
Center located at 1605 Cameron 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

PUBLIC HEARING and Con-
sideration of An Amendment to 
a Five-Year License Agreement 
dated June 1, 2017, between the 
City of Alexandria Virginia and 
Level 3 Communications, LLC. 
(“Level 3”) to Permit Level 3 to 
Install Twenty-Two Feet of Con-
duit at the Intersection of Holland 
Lane and Ballenger Avenue in the 
City of Alexandria’s Public Rights-
of-Ways to Provide Telecommu-
nications Services for the City of 
Alexandria.

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading, and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance Approving and Autho-
rizing the Closure of the 100 Block 
of King Street to Vehicular Traffic.

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading, and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance  to amend and reordain 
Section 3-2-85 (Annual Charge 
for Commercial Encroachments) 
of Chapter 2 (Taxation) of Title 3 
(Finance, Taxation, and Procure-
ment) and Section 5-2-29 (Street 
Encroachments) of Chapter 2 
(Streets and Sidewalks) of Title 5 
(Transportation and Environmental 

Services) of The Code of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as 
amended.

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT 
AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS 
MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED 
ORDINANCES WITHOUT FUR-
THER PUBLICATION. IT IS REC-
OMMENDED THAT PERSONS 
INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE 
ORDINANCES OBTAIN FREE 
FULL-TEXT COPIES FROM THE 
CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL 
(LIMITED COPIES AVAILABLE).  
IF THE MAYOR FINDS AND 
DECLARES THAT WEATHER 
OR OTHER CONDITIONS ARE 
SUCH THAT IT IS HAZARDOUS 
FOR MEMBERS TO ATTEND 
THE MEETING, THIS MEET-
ING WILL BE CONTINUED TO 
THE FOLLOWING SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 23, 2021. GLORIA 
SITTON, CMC, CITY CLERK

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Hearing will be held by the 
City Council of the City of Alex-
andria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chamber, City Hall, City of 

Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, 
October 16, 2021, at 9:30 a.m., or 
as soon as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described item.

AN ORDINANCE approving and 
authorizing the closure of the 100 
Block of King Street to Vehicular 
Traffic.
The proposed ordinance closes the 
100 block of King Street to vehicu-
lar traffic, between Union and Lee 
Streets.

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED 
THAT AMENDMENTS OR 
ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE 
TO PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
WITHOUT FURTHER PUB-
LICATION.  IT IS RECOM-
MENDED THAT PERSONS 
INTERESTED IN ANY OF 
THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN 
FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES 
FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL.  IF THE MAYOR 
FINDS AND DECLARES THAT 
WEATHER OR OTHER CONDI-
TIONS ARE SUCH THAT IT IS 
HAZARDOUS FOR MEMBERS 
TO ATTEND THE MEETING, 
THIS MEETING WILL BE CON-
TINUED TO THE FOLLOWING 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 23, 2021. 
GLORIA SITTON, CMC, CITY 
CLERK

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31st 2021. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please 
review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.21

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions.   
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Lisa Groover

“She has great 
attention to detail,
offers forthright advice, all of which leads 

to trust. There was absolutely nothing 

missing in the entire experience and I 

strongly advise anyone seeking real estate 

assistance to call Lisa Groover.”

-  G E O R G E  W.
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