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DEMOCRATS SWEEP 
COUNCIL RACE

Three incumbents, 
mostly newcomers 
elected to School Board
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Alexandrians elected all six 
Democrats and re-elected Dem-
ocratic Mayor Justin Wilson to 
City Council during the gen-
eral election on Tuesday, even 
as statewide Republicans won 
races for governor, lieutenant 
governor, attorney general and 
apparently also captured the 
House of Delegates. 

Unlike in 2018, Wilson had a 
challenger in the mayoral race, 
Republican Annetta Catchings. 

With 32 out of 33 of the city’s 
precincts reporting as of the 
Times’ print deadline, Wilson 
secured 67.52% of the vote, or 
35,557 votes, while Catchings 
had 31.07%, or 16,364 votes. 
Including absentee voting, 
51.26% of city residents had 
voted by 4 p.m. on Tuesday.

Wilson appeared at the Al-
exandria Democratic Commit-
tee’s watch party at a private 
Del Ray residence on Tuesday 
night, expressing a combina-
tion of relief to be at the end 
of the campaign trail and re-

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Left to right: Democrats John Chapman, Alyia Gaskins, Justin Wilson, Kirk 
McPike, Amy Jackson, Sarah Bagley, Canek Aguirre and Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Parker celebrate their respective wins on Tuesday night.

SEE ELECTION 2021 | 4

Election 2021:  
Precinct breakdown
Jackson, Gaskins  
come out on top
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Alexandria’s Tuesday general elec-
tion produced an entirely Democrat-
ic council slate, including incumbent 
mayor Justin Wilson and incoming City 
Councilors Amy Jackson, Alyia Gaskins, 
John Chapman, Sarah Bagley, Canek 
Aguirre and Kirk McPike. 

Voters elected Michelle Rief, Jacin-
ta Greene and Willie Bailey for School 
Board District A; Ashley Simpson Baird, 
Kelly Carmichael Booz and Tammy Igna-
cio for District B; and Meagan Alderton, 
Abdel Elnoubi and W. Christopher Harris 
for District C. 

Of the current 96,302 registered Al-
exandria voters, 26,156 had voted by 4 
p.m. on Election Day without absentee 
ballots, or 26.12%, compared to 46.5% in 
2018. With absentee ballots, by 4 p.m., 
voter turnout was 49,363, or 51.26%, 
compared to 57.89% in 2018, according 
to the Office of Voter Registration & 
Elections. 

With 32 out of 33 precincts reporting 
as of the Times print deadline, Wilson 
earned 67.52% of the vote, 35,557 votes, 
according to the Virginia Department of 
Elections. His opponent, Republican An-
netta Catchings, earned 31.07%, 16,364 
votes, and 1.41%, 742 votes, went to 

write-ins. 
Wilson won every precinct by at least 

20%, with the exception of five pre-
cincts.

In the City Hall precinct, 50.77% of 
the votes went to Wilson and 46.92% to 
Catchings; in the Lyles Crouch School 
precinct, 56.15% went to Wilson and 
42.14% to Catchings; in the Douglas 
MacArthur School precinct 57.31% went 
to Wilson and 41.52% to Catchings; in 
the Temple Beth El Synagogue precinct, 
54.39% went to Wilson and 43.8% to 
Catchings; and in the Hermitage pre-
cinct, 57.87% went to Wilson and 40.08% 
to Catchings. 

The Mount Vernon Recreation Cen-
ter precinct had the widest margin, with 
76.61% of the vote going to Wilson and 
22.15% going to Catchings. 

The City Council race was much 
tighter. Incumbent Amy Jackson, who 
will become the city’s next vice mayor, 
earned the most votes at 14.58%, 32,077 
votes. As of Tuesday night, right behind 
Jackson came first-time candidate Alyia 
Gaskins at 14.18%, 31,213 votes. Then 
followed incumbent John Chapman at 
13.98%, 30,761 votes; newcomer Sarah 
Bagley at 13.9%, 30,587 votes; incum-
bent Canek Aguirre at 12.36%, 27,208 
votes; and newcomer Kirk McPike at 
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    Let me put my 33 years of experience to work for you!
SINCE 1988

Christine Roland Garner

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

Early Holiday Shopping. He will have framed art of Old
Town, Calendars, Holiday Ornaments, Notecards, and More!

Saturday November 6th 
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

 Gadsby’s Tavern Resturant
(small dining room in the back)

Bring your items for framing!

POP UP!
ONE 
DAY 

ONLY!

Classic brick colonial with welcoming portico on a private cul de sac has undergone a complete renovation and expansion! Five 
bedrooms, 4 full baths, side entry with mudroom and a finished lower level with recreation room and bedroom suite. The home 
is approx.2,600 finished sq feet, on a lovely 5,400 sq ft lot. Open floor plan includes a family room with a gas fireplace & french 
sliding doors to a beautiful blue stone patio, mature plantings and fenced rear yard. The kitchen is adjacent to the family & 
dining room. Custom white cabinetry, center island, stainless steel appliances and counters. The dining room has sliding french 
doors to patio & gardens, perfect flow for entertaining and al fresco dining! The main level bonus room has pocket doors and access to 
a full bath...den/-study or bedroom. Upper level has a primary suite with vaulted ceilings, large luxury bath with free standing 
soaking tub & french sliders to a roof deck! Two additional large bedrooms with full bath & PDS to attic. Beautiful finishes 
throughout! 

$1,650,000
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

River Farm receives  
$1 million donation

For the last year River Farm’s gates have been 
closed to the public, but that is set to change for 
the historic property adjacent to the Potomac 
River – and with a $1 million gift to boot. 

After putting the property on the open 
market last October, the American Horti-
cultural Society, the nonprofit headquar-
tered on the property, has faced boardroom 
drama, investigations from two attorneys 
general and widespread community support 
for keeping the property open to the pub-
lic. With the five AHS board members who 
supported the sale resigning last month, the 
remaining five board members announced 
plans to reopen the property, along with a $1 
million gift from board member Marcia Zech, 
during a press conference on Monday.

AHS also announced Keith Tomlinson 

would be joining AHS as the organization’s 
new executive director. Tomlinson previously 
served as manager of Meadowlark Botanical 
Gardens in Vienna, Virginia for the Northern 
Virginia Regional Parks Authority.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

State names new 
Alexandria health director

The Virginia Depart-
ment of Health appoint-
ed David Rose as the new 
director of the Alexandria 
Health Department on 
Monday, according to a 
news release.

Rose, a board-certified 
pediatrician who most re-
cently served as the child 
and welfare medical direc-
tor in the Maryland Depart-
ment of Human Services, 
takes over the role from Dr. 
Anne Gaddy, the acting di-
rector of AHD since April 

2021. Gaddy took over the 
role after former Director 
Dr. Stephen Haering retired 
in April.

Prior to his role in MDHS, 
Rose worked as the senior 
deputy director for primary 
care and prevention admin-
istration in the D.C. Depart-
ment of Health; assistant 
commissioner for commu-
nicable diseases and epide-
miology in the Baltimore 
City Health Department; 
and deputy health officer for 
public health in the Anne 
Arundel County Department 
of Health, according to the 
release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

Silver Parrot Jewelry  
to close at end of 2021

Silver Parrot Jewelry lo-
cated at 113 King St. is clos-
ing its doors at the end of the 
year, after more than 40 years 
of business.

The decision came down 

to rent, according to owner 
Peter Dunn, but Silver Par-
rot is going out with a bang. 
All merchandise is currently 
marked at 25% to 50% off, 
as  Dunn looks to liquidate 

his stock before shuttering. 
Silver Parrot jewelry is open 
Sunday through Thursday, 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday and 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

DAVID ROSE

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN

~ Labra-Corg-A-Doodle ~
Coral is the sweetest of pups at the Shelter.

She is 45 pounds of solid gold, mixed in with
some other breeds. At 15 months, Coral is grown,
but still a live-wire ready to run; a very happy gal.
Her hobbies include cuddling, snuggling, speed,

tug-of-war, learning new tricks, and
hiking. Want to come along?

Meet Coral!



solve to get started on the 
next three years’ worth of 
work.

“I hate election years. I 
just hate it because every-
body gets crazy, it gets in 
everyone’s heads, and ev-
erybody does unpredictable 
things. Now we can just get 
back to governing, and that’s 
the part I enjoy, that’s the 
part that’s exciting,” Wilson 
said.

Wilson will be joined by 
a Democratic slate that fea-
tures three incumbents – 
Amy Jackson, John Chapman 
and Canek Aguirre – along-
side three newcomers – Aly-
ia Gaskins, Sarah Bagley and 
Kirk McPike.

Jackson, who was running 
for a second term on coun-
cil, earned the most votes 
of any council candidates 
at 14.58%, securing her role 
as vice mayor. Gaskins was 
not far behind Jackson with 

14.18%, followed by Chap-
man, a three-term city coun-
cilor, with 13.98%, Bagley 
with 13.9%, Aguirre with 
12.36% and McPike with 
11.59%.

The closest challenger 
for the six Democrats was 
Republican council candi-
date Darryl Nirenberg, who 
received 8.72% of the vote. 
Independents Florence King 
and Glenda Gail Parker fol-

lowed with 5.38% and 4.44%, 
respectively.

“I think that’s what most 
energizes me, is that this is 
a really, really good team to 
work with on the next coun-
cil,” Wilson said. “The three 
new members are coming 
on with a lot of great ener-
gy, a lot of great ideas. We’re 
going to get to work imme-
diately. I already sent them 
all an email, so they have as-

signments.”
Jackson, who was also 

present at the ADC watch 
party, covered her mouth 
and let out a loud laugh 
tinged with elation after 
seeing she was likely to re-
ceive the most votes out of 
the council candidates.

“It feels like the commu-
nity has trusted me and that I 
have listened to the commu-
nity,” Jackson said. “… Ob-
viously, I feel like I’m doing 
the right thing by them and 
by the ones that have been 
listening to me. It would be 
hopeful that my colleagues 

take into account how this 
vote went and maybe things 
that should be looked into in 
the future. I appreciate the 
community support, and I 
look forward to working with 
them – and for them – more 
in the future.”

Bagley said she did not 
really comprehend the re-
sults of the election until 
she saw her name alongside 
the other incoming coun-
cilors on the T.V. projecting 
election results at the ADC’s 
watch party. She had spent 
the majority of election 
night at home with her par-
ents and a few close friends 
eating dinner and enjoying 
the night – until she inevita-
bly checked the results.

“I felt more comfortable 
doing the work than think-
ing about the outcome. If 
you do the work, then the 
outcome will happen regard-
less,” Bagley said. “I’m very 
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JUSTIN
WILSON

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Republican mayoral candidate Annetta Catchings talks with commu-
nity members at a local GOP watch party on Tuesday night.
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E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311
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628-2440Diann Carlson          (703) 
505 East Braddock Road #403 
Price: $469,900
2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Bathrooms 1 
Garage Parking Space

Baya Frantz               (703)861-0511
1733 S Hayes Street #A, Arlington 
Price: $729,900
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths,
 1 Parking Space and Fireplace

 Hunter Lang (904)982-8544
1200 Braddock Pl #803
Price: $420,000
1 Bed, 1 Bath
1 Parking Space
 

Leslie Rodriguez      (703)400-3010
7510 Cadbury Row
Price: $564,500
2 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths

Leslie Rodriguez      (703)400-3010
8709 Highgate Rd
Price: $775,000
5 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths 

Christine Garner      (703)587-4855
613 Malcolm Place
Price: $1,650,000
5 Beds, 4 Full Baths
Fam Rm w/ Fpl, Finish LL & Driveway 

Christine Garner      (703)587-4855
103 Clifford Ave
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
Sun Porch
Full Finished Basement

Ana & Melissa Team   (703)772-3526
3306 Collard Street
Price: $629,500
4 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths

®

121 N. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314
R E A L T O R S

www.facebook.com/weichertoldtown/
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process oriented, so, liter-
ally, until 6:58 [p.m.] it was 
just process, process. Then, I 
will admit that I didn’t look 
at data until we were about 
40% in, and I think I had 
fallen to fourth, but to be 
soundly in the middle at that 
point was when it became 
very real.”

A complete Democratic 
sweep of the council race 
was a welcome sight for 
Bagley, who said all six can-
didates bring a particular 
set of skills, each of which 
would have been sorely 
missed.

“[We need things like] 
Kirk’s finance background 
and what he’ll bring with 
that perspective, Alyia and 
her urban planning and the 
perspective she has, Canek 
and his connection to the 
Hispanic community – I’m 
really pleased that I know 
who I’m working with, I 
know we held onto all of 

these really unique char-
acters and now we can all 
start to figure out where we 
each take the lead,” Bagley 
said.

On the Republican side, 
while Nirenberg lost in the 
election, he said at the Re-
publican watch party in 
Potomac Yard that his cam-
paign highlighted issues 
that are core to many Alex-
andrians.

“We’ve run a totally is-
sue-based campaign. The 
issues we’re talking about 
have been getting attention, 
like with the storm drain and 
the SROs. So, regardless, in 
our mind it’s a win,” Niren-
berg said.

For Catchings, the results 
of the election and what she 
heard from voters reinforced 
the idea that the local GOP 
has support, even if it hasn’t 
yet capitalized on it.

“I want to help [the GOP] 
in any way that I can to go 
into spaces that we ordinari-
ly have not been in, to reach 

out and bring our message 
to those communities that 
think that we don’t care or 
that we don’t understand 
what their struggles are,” 
Catchings said.

In the race for Alexan-
dria School Board, voters 
re-elected all three incum-
bent board members, but 
the majority of the board, 
six members, will be new 

when they take office next 
year.

In District A, incum-
bents Michelle Rief and 
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Dental Excellence Integrative Center uses innovative technologies 
for better care! Laser Therapy is a non-invasive, drugfree, highly  
effective therapy technique that can stimulate gum health, heal 
infected areas and kill bacteria!
Laser Procedures eliminate bacteria & viruses decreasing chances 
of root canals by 90%!!! Faster recovery times and no antibiotics!
Eliminates need for anesthesia and needles!
Nonsurgical snoring & sleep apnea solutions available!
•  TMJ & headache treatment with Neuromuscular and EMG therapy
•  Immune System Reactivity Testing for Dental Material Biocompatibility
•  Lip & Tongue Tie Laser Release                      
•  Sleep Apnea Dental Appliances
•  Gum Regeneration Therapy
•  Comprehensive and convenient Dentistry — no need to refer out to  

 Dental Excellence Integrative Center • 3116 Mount Vernon Ave. Alexandria VA
703-745-5496 • care@dentalexcellenceva.com

 
IAOMT protocols.

Advanced Dentistry

Dr. Sheri wants everyone to grow to their genetic 
potential! The goal of treatment revolves around 
whole body wellness, improved airway function, 
temporomandibular joint (TMJ) strength and 
proper facial aesthetics. 

Our signature approach to treatment focuses on 
creating harmony in the body and correcting the 
underlying causes of your discomfort.

 

 

Dr. Sheri Salartash, 

Offers Valid through February 1, 2022

Whole Health Solutions 
in Dentistry

New Patient 
Special!

One Complimentary Laser application  
for a restorative Treatment!

Complimentary 
TMJ & Airway 
Assessment  
with purchase  
of 3D CT Scan!

DDS, MAGD, NMD, IBDM,
AIAOMT, FICOI, FAAIP

Board of Dental Sleep
Medicine Diplomate
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11.59%, 25,515 votes.
Comparatively, in 2018, 

Jackson earned 14.67% of 
the vote, Chapman earned 
13.94% and Aguirre earned 
12.83%. 

Jackson earned the most 
votes in 12 precincts, the 
most of any council candi-
date. These include James K. 
Polk School, 15.64%; Chin-
quapin Park Recreation Cen-
ter, 15.63%; Naomi L. Brooks 
School, 15.36%; Douglas 
MacArthur School, 15.29%; 
George Mason School, 
15.14%; Charles Barrett 
Center, 14.95%; the Hermit-
age, 14.82%; Charles Beat-
ley Library, 14.76%; Temple 
Beth El Synagogue, 14.55%; 
South Port, 14.38%; Alex 
Renew, 14.19%; Lee Center, 
14.05% and Lyles Crouch 
School, 13.77%. 

Gaskins won the next 
highest number of pre-
cincts, with 10. She also 
earned the second highest 
vote total for one candi-
date at any precinct, with 
16.22% at the Cameron 
Station Community Cen-
ter. Her other wins include 
Patrick Henry Recreation 
Center, 15%; George Wash-
ington Middle School, 
14.86%; Charles Houston 
Center, 14.73%; Olympus 
Condo, 14.7%.; Potomac 
Yard, 14.7%; Mount Ver-
non Recreation Center, 

14.69%; Samuel Tucker 
School, 14.56%; Cora Kelly, 
14.53% and Nova Arts Cen-
ter, 14.34%.

Despite coming in fourth 
place overall, Bagley re-
ceived the most votes in 
more precincts than Chap-
man, who placed third over-
all. She secured John Adams 
School, 14.75%;  the Ladrey 
Senior Building, 14.6%; Wil-
liam Ramsay School, 14.41% 
and Fire Department Head-
quarters, 14.11%.

Blessed Sacrament Church 
and The Durant Center pre-
cincts went to Chapman with  
14.76% and 13.85%, respec-
tively. 

Republican candidate 
Darryl Nirenberg emerged 
victorious at the City Hall 
precinct with 16.92%, the 
highest vote percentage for 
one candidate at any pre-
cinct. 

Nirenberg received only 
8.72% of the overall vote 
though, 19,199 votes. In-
dependent Florence King 
received 5.38%, or 11,832 
votes, and independent 
Glenda Gail Parker received 
4.44%, or 9,766 votes. 

Meanwhile, in the School 
Board race, voters elected a 
variety of newcomers and 
incumbents for the three 
coveted spots in each dis-
trict. 

In District A, competition 
for the top three slots was 
extremely close, with in-

cumbent Michelle Rief earn-
ing the most votes at 25.3%, 
11,323 votes, as of the Times’ 
print deadline. Other elected 
members include incumbent 
Jacinta Greene with 25.2%, 
11,277 votes, and former 
City Council member Willie 
Bailey with 21.07%, 9,427 
votes. In 2018, Rief again 
earned the most votes at 
22.45%, with Greene trailing 
behind at 19.24%. 

District B contained sev-
en candidates, the most of 
the three districts. New-
comer Ashley Simpson 
Baird landed the top slot 
with 19.87%, 7,794 votes, 
followed by candidates Kel-
ly Carmichael Booz, who 
previously served on the 
board from 2013 to 2015, 
at 17.73%, 6,952 votes and 
Tammy Ignacio at 17.13%, 
6,717 votes. 

District C only included 
three candidates, incumbent 
School Board Chair Meagan 
Alderton and newcomers 
Abdel Elnoubi and W. Chris-
topher Harris, all of whom 
inherently secured a spot on 
the board. 

The new batch of City 
Council and School Board 
members will be sworn in at 
a ceremony in January. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

PRECINCT FROM | 1

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
A T.V. at the Alexandria Democratic Committee watch party on Tues-
day night displays local election results.
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Jacinta Greene led with 
the most votes, 25.3% and 
25.2% respectively, fol-
lowed by former Councilor 
Willie Bailey, with 21.07%. 
In District B, which was 
the most competitive dis-
trict with seven candidates, 
three newcomers secured 
spots on the board. Ash-
ley Simpson Baird led with 
19.87%, followed former 
School Board member Kel-
ly Carmichael Booz with 
17.73% and Tammy Ignacio 
with 17.13%.

Since there were only 
three candidates in District 
C, they automatically se-
cured seats on the School 
Board, with current Chair 
Meagan Alderton capturing 
the most votes at 33.48%. 
Newcomers Abdel Elnoubi 
and W. Christopher Harris 
followed closely behind with 
33.21% and 31.32%, respec-
tively.

The mood at the Demo-
cratic watch party struck a 
bittersweet tone through-
out the night. Candidates, 
campaign volunteers, com-
munity members and other 
public officials cheered on 
their local Democrats even 
as the results of the state-
wide elections deflated 
some of the excitement in 
the room. 

The mood was reversed at 
the Republican watch party: 
disappointment with the lo-
cal races, where their candi-
dates faced steep uphill odds 
in deep-blue Alexandria, 
was tempered by excite-
ment at the party’s sweep 
of the statewide offices and 
apparent, and unexpected, 
capture of the state House of 
Delegates.

With the majority of pre-
cincts reporting results, Re-
publican Glenn Youngkin 
was declared the winner in 
the governor’s race first by 
CNN at around 12:30 a.m. 
and then Fox News a few 
minutes later. Youngkin 
gave a victory speech short-

ly after 1 a.m. to a large 
crowd of supporters at his 
watch party in Chantilly, 
Virginia.

Alexandria Republican 
Committee Chair Pete Be-
navage spoke about the dif-
ferent outcomes locally ver-
sus statewide.

“It’s been a hard-fought 
campaign, and I think An-
netta [Catchings] has done 
a tremendous job. I think all 
of our candidates have set a 
new bar for the Republican 
party, and a high bar. We 
want to continue that mo-
mentum forward,” Benavage 
said. “In the state we’ve 
done a very good job, and we 
need to follow through with 
the city.”

Despite Youngkin’s 
statewide victory of more 
than 77,000 votes, accord-
ing to unofficial results 
from the Virginia Board 
of Elections, Alexandrians 
voted overwhelmingly for 
McAuliffe, with 75.1% vot-
ing for the Democratic can-
didate and 24.15% voting 
for Youngkin.

In addition to Youngkin, 
Virginia voters elected Re-
publican Winsome Sears as 
lieutenant governor and Ja-
son Miyares as attorney gen-
eral. Statewide, Sears beat 
Democratic candidate and 
Alexandria-Fairfax County 
resident Hala Ayala 50.97% 
to 48.93%, and Miyares won 
against incumbent Demo-
crat Mark Herring 50.49% to 
49.93%. 

In blue Alexandria, the 
results were quite different, 
with Ayala securing 75.93% 
to Sears’ 23.89% and Herring 
beating Miyares 76.15% to 
23.74%.

The shift in partisan 
leadership at the state lev-
el provided Wilson with not 
only a legislative concern 
but an administrative chal-
lenge for the city moving 
forward.

“For the last eight 
years we’ve had governors 
who have really been well 
aligned with where we are 

going, so even when we ha-
ven’t had the General As-
sembly, we’ve had a gover-
nor who has been working 
really hard to support Al-
exandria and us as a com-
munity. We’re going to lose 
that, and that is a big, big 
change,” Wilson said.

With priorities and pol-
icies bound to shift at the 
state level, Bagley said the 
work that Alexandria’s local 
officials are doing becomes 
more valuable for the com-
munity.

“I think it means our job 
is more important than ever 
because people to choose 
to live here because they 
respond to our Democratic 
values, our progressive val-
ues,” Bagley said. “… We are 
really going to have to pro-
tect and safeguard the val-
ues that our electorate just 
demonstrated matters to 
them.”

In the House of Dele-
gates races for Districts 45 
and 46, both of which rep-
resent parts of Alexandria, 
Democrats prevailed easi-
ly. Current Majority Leader 
in the House of Delegates 
Charniele Herring ran un-
opposed in the 46th district 
and received 92.1% of the 
vote. Current Vice Mayor 
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker 
secured 73.57% of the vote 
to beat out Republican can-
didate J.D. Maddox for the 
45th district seat.

“I got into this race to 
continue delivering results 
for our community, and 
while I think the outcomes 
of tonight are not what I 
had hoped, I look forward 
to fighting for our commu-
nity’s values and for our 
families in Richmond,” Ben-
nett-Parker said.

Current council and 
School Board members will 
serve through the end of 
2021, and the newly elected 
members will be sworn in at 
a ceremony in January.

Olivia Anderson contribut-
ed to this story.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

ELECTION 2021 FROM | 6

DOYLE     AUCTIONEERS & APPRAISERS     DOYLE.COM 

10421 METROPOLITAN AVE.     KENSINGTON, MD 20895     

Sell at Auction in New York!

Prices are soaring at auction – now is the perfect time to sell. 
Our Specialists are collecting Russian, European and American

Works of Art for auction consignment, outright purchase or 
private sale. Discover our full range of auction and appraisal services.

Samira Farmer & Reid Dunavant
DoyleDC@Doyle.com

301-348-5282

Paintings, Drawings,
Prints & Photographs

Nicolai Fechin, The Little Cowboy, oil on canvas, 30 x 20 inches.
Sold for $632,500
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City’s Torpedo Factory plans concern artists
Scenarios include 
first floor renovations, 
‘maker space’  
and restaurant 

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

A recent presentation from 
the Office of the Arts outlin-

ing several proposed options 
for how to renovate the Tor-
pedo Factory has led to push-
back from artists, who claim 

the city’s plans would radical-
ly and irrevocably change the 
historic art center.

One artist, woodcutter 
and engraver M. Alexander 
Gray, has even started a pe-
tition to oppose the city’s 
plans, which will appear be-
fore City Council on Dec. 14. 

“It’s an existential threat 
to my business and every 
other artist in the building,” 
Gray said of the city’s pro-
posed plans. “… [The Torpedo 
Factory] is a unique treasure. 
There’s hardly any other 
place like that where you can 
actually go and have people 
come and appreciate your 
work,” Gray said.

The three current pro-
posed scenarios for the art 
center are still preliminary 
and range from relatively 
minor maintenance to hand-
ing over management of the 
art center to a private entity, 
according to Diane Ruggi-
ero, deputy director of the 
Department of Recreation, 
Parks and Cultural Activities. 

One scenario would in-
volve what Ruggiero called 
“incremental revitalization,” 
which would more or less 
maintain the status quo with 
some minor adjustments.

Another scenario involves 
the city relinquishing control 
of the building and leasing it 
to a private entity. The city 
would set the terms of what 
kind of projects could be pur-
sued in the building, but the 
capital investment for those 
projects would be provided 
entirely by private develop-
ers. All revenue would also 
go to those developers.

The scenario that the 
city has invested most of its 
time and effort explaining 
to the public and various 
commissions is called the 
“custom program.” The city 
would continue to manage 
the building while reimag-
ining the ground floor to in-
clude more interactivity and 
immersion for visitors and 

space for public-private part-
nerships, which could “pay 
something closer to market 
rent or market rent in the 
building,” Ruggiero said.

“[The city] is making sure 
that the art center could con-
tinue to provide significantly 
below market leases to art-
ists so that they can afford to 
be in the building, but [also] 
having that more hands on, 
immersive experiences that 
audiences are looking for 
now,” Ruggiero said.

After seeing the city’s pre-
sentation outlining poten-
tial scenarios for renovation 
of the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center, Gray, who has had a 
studio in the Torpedo Facto-
ry since 2014, said his worst 
fear had become a reality. 

The Torpedo Factory, 
which previously served as a 
munitions plant during World 
War I, became an art center in 
the 1970s. Although the city 
has owned the art center since 
the 70s, the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center Board, a nonprof-
it, managed the building for 
decades until 2016, when the 
city’s Office of the Arts as-
sumed management duties. 
At the time, some artists op-
posed the change, fearing the 
city’s new role would result 
in a shift away from the arts-
based focus of the Torpedo 
Factory.

The city’s control of the 
building was originally in-
tended as a temporary ar-
rangement, but in 2018, City 
Council voted to make the 
city’s management perma-
nent. Council also directed 
the Office of the Arts to set 
up a “vibrancy and sustain-
ability action plan.”

The action plan was the 
latest in a long line of plans, 
studies and reports that were 
meant to review and solve 
issues, such as management, 
maintenance and purpose, 
at the art center. For its lat-

SEE TORPEDO | 11
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est action plan, the city hired 
a consultant to conduct a 
“Study of the Studies,” de-
signed to analyze past stud-
ies and compile a list of any 
shared themes in order to 
recommend a potential fu-
ture for the art center.

The resulting action plan, 
which the Office of the Arts 
released in October 2020, pro-
posed a range of steps aimed 
at revitalizing the art center. 
Two of those proposed proj-
ects involve reimagining the 
first floor to make it more 
interactive and moving the 
main entrance from Union 
Street to the waterfront.

Gray said that while some 
artists raised concerns about 
the 2016 change in manage-
ment, the most recent plans 
put forward by the city have 
galvanized the artistic com-
munity in a completely dif-
ferent way. In particular, the 
proposed changes to the first 

floor have rung alarm bells 
for Gray and other artists who 
fear they will be pushed out of 
the art center to make room 
for other kinds of spaces.

“I don’t think the threat 
was clear then, but once they 
put this on the table, it was 
like, ‘This is a threat. This is 
real,’” Gray said.

In the custom program, 
the first floor of the Torpedo 
Factory, which is now made 
up predominantly of artist 
studios, would instead be oc-
cupied by a restaurant, retail 
space, a glass blowing studio, 
a tech-based ‘maker space’ – 
essentially a communal public 
workshop – and other poten-
tial immersive experiences. 

“[We’re] just looking at 
where best to put some of 
these types of arts interests 
because one of the things 
we’re working to do is ex-
pand the definition of the 
type of art that we see in the 
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PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
One of the city’s renovation scenarios for the Torpedo Factory would remove the single artist studios 
in favor of larger group arts spaces, such as a glass blowing studio, as well as a restaurant and retail 
space.
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building,” Ruggiero said. “If 
we can bring in something 
like glass blowing or bring 
in more wood and metal art, 
I think that would be great, 
but the first floor becomes 
the space that’s best for that 
kind of thing.”

The second floor would 
then be devoted entirely to 
artist studios, while the Art 
League’s gallery would move 
up to the third floor where it 
would sit alongside the exist-
ing Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum and more studios.

Since the building is at 
capacity and rooftop uses 
pose a structural challenge, 
the custom program focuses 
on opening up the side of the 
building that faces the water-
front using glass and a new 
main entrance.

Ruggiero acknowledged 
that reconfiguring the first 
floor would result in a reduc-
tion in the amount of square 
footage devoted to artist stu-

dios. According to the staff 
presentation, artist studios 
take up 32,758 square feet of 
the art center and galleries 
take up 4,632 square feet. A 
preliminary future area total 
done by the city estimates 
the renovations would re-
duce artist studios to 20,878 
square feet, which amounts 
to a 36% reduction, and gal-
leries to 3,577 square feet, a 
23% reduction.

Although the square foot-
age for artist studios is sure to 
decrease, Ruggiero said that 
it is not yet clear if the num-
ber of individual studios will 
also shrink. Studio sizes vary 
from 150 to 1,300 square feet, 
so breaking up larger studios 
and dividing them could pro-
vide additional space on the 
second and third floors. Rug-
giero said the city is still de-
termining how many studios 
could fit in this proposed re-
configuration.

Regardless of the num-
bers, Gray and his fellow 
artists are worried about the 

future of the Torpedo Factory 
and the creatives who call it 
home.

“The whole thing is dis-
placing artists, who are the 
whole reason people go 
there. It’s not anything that 
the city [does] that brings 
people to that building. It’s 
the artists,” Gray said.

Gray, a lifelong Alexandri-
an, grew up visiting the art 

center and staring in slack 
jawed awe at the artists’ 
work. Now a resident artist 
himself, he said he realizes 
the value of the space.

“Do you know how hard it 
is to make a living as an art-
ist? It’s really hard, and the 
Torpedo Factory gives people 
a shot at that,” Gray said. “It 
doesn’t do it for them, but if 
you are in the Torpedo Fac-

tory as an artist, people are 
going to see your work and 
people are going to buy it. 
It’s still tough, but it’s such a 
unique opportunity.”

With his petition, Gray 
has proven he is not alone. 
Since starting his Change.
org petition on Oct. 24, Gray 
has secured 1,291 signatures 
from artists and community 
members.

“People don’t want what 
the city’s proposing. They 
want to see artists stay,” Gray 
said. “That’s my firm belief, 
and they’re showing that 
with this petition.”

The petition is available at 
https://bit.ly/3byyips.

According to Ruggie-
ro, the city’s plans for the 
Torpedo Factory are, at the 
moment, still preliminary, 
although the city will be 
working to perform finan-
cial assessments and collect 
public feedback over the next 
few weeks ahead of the Dec. 
14 legislative meeting.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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FILE PHOTO
Preliminary plans for a ground floor restaurant in the Torpedo Facto-
ry would involve opening up the waterfront side of the building with 
glass. Moving the restaurant’s entrance to the waterfrotn would also 
allow it to stay open outside of the art center’s hours.
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Now is a great time 
to assess your 
investments  
and assets
BY SHANNON ROWAN

Nearly every aspect of 
life has been affected since 
the onset of the worldwide 
pandemic in early 2020, and  
few people anticipated the 
resulting impact to their fi-
nances. Despite a powerful 
bull market and persistent 
low interest rates, the specter 
of inflation looms. One wel-
come outcome of this recent 
uptick in the price of goods 
and services is that social 
security beneficiaries will re-
ceive a cost of living increase 
of nearly 6% in 2022, the 
largest in 40 years. 

Of course, not all of the 
changes to the economy 
have been positive. The next 
couple of months provide a 
good opportunity to assess 
the consequences of these 
changes on your financial 
situation along with adjust-
ments you might consider. 

There are many indica-
tions that millions of Amer-
icans have elected to retire 
early as a result of the pan-
demic, and an analysis re-
cently conducted by the St. 
Louis Fed supports this view. 
Many of these decisions were 
likely bolstered by soaring 
401(k) values as well as the 
opportunity to monetize 
home equity that has been 
magnified by pandemic-fu-
eled real estate prices, ac-
cording to the report. While 
the acceleration of retire-
ment may be an unforeseen 
opportunity, there are sever-
al issues worthy of consider-
ation and planning. 

Anyone who endured the 
last few major stock mar-
ket declines knows that val-
ues can plummet fast and 
far. Additionally, if a similar 
market disruption occurs at 
the beginning of this spend-

ing phase – a phenomenon 
known as “sequence of re-
turns risk” – the long-term 
consequences could be dev-
astating. The effect of a sig-
nificant decline at the begin-
ning of retirement is often 
not contemplated by retirees, 
and even skilled and experi-
enced advisors can inade-
quately address this hazard. 

During retirement, the 
necessity for current income 
likely will be at odds with the 
growth that is required to 
stay ahead of inflation and 
to generate income in the 
future. Retirees who seek to 
avoid losing money by elim-
inating market risk actually 
increase exposure to longev-
ity risk whereby they may run 
out of money.

Ideally, your investment 
plan can achieve the bal-
ance required between risk 
and return to provide both 
current income and portfo-
lio stability along with the 

growth needed to fulfill fu-
ture obligations. Establishing 
an appropriate investment 
and distribution strategy can 
help ensure greater confi-
dence in retirement. 

Even if retirement is not 
imminent, you should review 
your asset allocation to main-
tain alignment with your risk 
tolerance, time horizon and 
return expectations. In addi-
tion to assessing your invest-
ment portfolio, the approach 
of a new year is an excellent 

time to evaluate other as-
pects of your financial situ-
ation. 

For example, do you have 
variable-rate debt? While the 
onset of higher inflation may 
offer cost of living increas-
es to benefit plan payments, 
it can wreak havoc on cash 
flow, especially when loan 
payments adjust to chang-
es in the rate of inflation or 
rising interest rates. While 
there have been notable in-
creases from the pandemic, 

rates remain at historically 
low levels. Therefore, you 
should get a clear picture of 
your debt and review the op-
tions available for protect-
ing, or possibly improving, 
your cash flow. 

There are a number of re-
sources available to conduct 
these analyses. However, 
issues like the sequence of 
returns risk can be daunting, 
and when combined with re-
lated considerations such as 
health care, taxes and social 
security, the process may be 
overwhelming. 

A financial planner can 
help you amalgamate your 
financial information and de-
cision-making into an orga-
nized and thoughtful strategy 
and keep your plan on track 
with periodic reviews. 

The writer is executive 
vice president and direc-
tor of wealth services at 

Burke and Herbert Bank.
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The highs and lows of pandemic finances

FILE PHOTO
The end of the year is the perfect time to review your asset allocation and investment portfolio.

One welcome outcome of 
this recent uptick in the 

price of goods and services is 
that social security beneficiaries 
will receive a cost of living 
increase of nearly 6% in 2022 ...”



14 | NOVEMBER 4, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL APPOINTMENT!
Sales Manager | Lori  Windsor | (703) 507-6882 (Call or Text!) | lwindsor@craftmarkhomes.com

Brokers Warmly Welcomed. Must register and comply with policy terms.

LIVE BETTER WITH CRAFTMARK HOMES

Craftmark’s newest Energy Star® Certified 3-4-level,  
2-car garage townhomes located in the heart of the IT hub. 

Embrace endless comfort with Craftmark in Fairfax County. These award-winning open-plan townhomes include 
sophisticated features that are normally optional everywhere else! Enjoy neighborhood amenities and walk to 
retail & dining. Ask about locking in your price while you save!

INSPIRE YOUR HEALTHY LIFESTYLE 
• Gazebo, Pavilion, Grill & Picnic Areas • Green Spaces, Benches, & Bike Racks  
• Paved Trails, Pocket Park, & Playground • Community Pond, Boardwalk & Pier  
• Exercise & Dog Amenity Stations

LUXURY & LOCATION FOR LESS! 
• Low HOA Fees Include Lawn Maintenance & Amenities • Bosch Appliances 
• 11' Island & High-End Cabinets Included • 5" Plank Hardwood Main Level • Much More - Just Ask!

3-4 Level 2-Car Garage Townhomes From the Mid $600s
Future Model Home Location: 14900 Conference Center Drive, Chantilly VA 20151

JOIN OUR VIP LIST! CraftmarkHomes.com/RetreatAtWestfields

COME HOME TO EVERYTHING
NEW TOWNHOMES  

IN CHANTILLY

NOW SELLING OFF-SITE  
BY APPOINTMENT

HURRY BEFORE 
THEY’RE GONE! 

PRE-CONSTRUCTION 
PRICES & 

INCENTIVES!



Historic transformations
Old Town home is rich 
with stories – both 
historical and personal 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON 

D.J. and Nels Nordquist’s 
Duke Street home has seen a 
lot over the years, from reno-
vations and transformations 
to historical figures and fam-
ily gatherings. 

While the home is now a 
simultaneously cozy and ca-
pacious space with a screened 
porch, dug-out basement and 
many years’ worth of memo-
ries, it once didn’t even have 
a front door. 

“We’ve put a lot into the 
house. I jokingly say it’s like a 
fourth child, and it’s the most 
expensive one,” D.J. said. “ … 
It’s been a labor of love.” 

The Nordquists, who have 
both held prominent jobs in 
the federal government, pur-
chased the home in 2004, but 
they aren’t the first dignitar-
ies to reside there.  

The home is thought to 
have been built in 1787 by Eli-
sha Cullen Dick, one of George 
Washington’s three physi-
cians. Dick likely conducted 
his medical practice in the 
home’s basement, D.J. said. 

The youngest of Washing-
ton’s physicians, Dick invent-
ed the tracheostomy. When 
Washington fell ill with the 
quinsy that ultimately killed 
him and needed care to re-
store his breathing, the by 
then former president’s other 

physicians opposed Dick’s de-
sire to perform the procedure. 

Dick, who was a mason, 
administered the masonic 
rights upon Washington’s 
death at Mount Vernon. He 
cut the cord on the bedroom 
clock, permanently stopping 
the hands at 10:20 p.m.

Yet Dick was not the only 
prominent historical figure 
– or physician – to reside in 
the house. In the late 1800s, 
it belonged to another doc-
tor, Kate Waller Barrett, who 
gained attention in the early 
1900s for founding the Na-
tional Florence Crittenton 

Mission to support unwed 
mothers. In addition to her 
work as a philanthropist and 
physician, Barrett was a pow-
erful voice in the women’s 
suffrage movement. 

After delivering a speech 
at the 1924 Democratic Na-
tional Convention as a Virgin-
ia delegate, she became the 
first woman whose name was 
placed in nomination for the 
United States’ vice presidency.

Whenever guests visited 
her home, Barrett would add 
another entire bedroom and 
bathroom for them to stay in, 
eventually filling up almost 

the entire side garden with 
13 additions. 

“It was this huge wooden 
thing that went all the way 
over,” Nels said. “We even 
found a toilet [hook up] in 
the garden.” 

Barrett’s front door was 
attached to the addition, so 
when the Lewis family, who 
owned the home just before 
the Nordquists, took the addi-
tion down, they consequently 
took down the front door, too. 

“To come inside the house, 
because there was no front 
door, there’s a gate on Duke 
Street and you had to walk 

all the way along the side [to 
reach] the front door,” D.J. said. 

These days, the home 
looks much different. When 
the Nordquists bought it 
from investors, who bought it 
from the Lewis family in the 
early 2000s, they made sever-
al additions of their own. 

The first renovation was 
what D.J. called the “1820 ad-
dition.” When they moved in, 
the downstairs hallway lead-
ing to the kitchen was all ex-
terior and part of the garden. 
The Nordquists converted the 
doorway into a cabinet and 
windows into archways; the 
curved wall that was exterior 
brick now leads to a hallway.

The first sight one might 
notice upon exiting that 
hallway and stepping foot 
into the Nordquists’ spacious 
Old Town yard, formerly Bar-
rett’s side addition, is a mas-
sive catalpa tree. Around 135 
years old and believed to be 
planted by Barrett, the tree is 
native to Virginia. 

The Nordquists actually 
had researchers from Virgin-
ia Tech come out to measure 
the catalpa. The university 
confirmed that it is in fact 
one of the largest trees in the 
state. 

“We’ve put a lot of resourc-
es into maintaining it and pre-
serving it, because we just feel 
like it is our responsibility,” D.J. 
said. The Nordquists schedule 
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The Nordquists’ home once belonged to physician Kate Waller Barrett, who built a new bedroom and 
bathroom in the side addition whenever guests stayed with her.



16 | NOVEMBER 4, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

HOME PROFILE

an annual arborist visit and 
have attached a cable to the 
tree just in case it were to fall. 

Also known as an Indian ci-
gar tree, the catalpa dumps its 
ornaments every three to four 
months. In the spring, it drops 
fragrant, white, sticky blossoms 
and throughout the rest of the 
year it drops pods, D.J. said. 

Tucked away in the back 
of the house is a screened 
porch overlooking the tree, 
yard, garden and water fea-
ture the Nordquists installed 
with the help of a landscape 
architect. The family likes 

to enjoy barbecues, parties 
and gatherings on the porch 
when the weather permits. 

Another major renovation 
the Nordquists tackled was 
the kitchen, which involved 
rearranging appliances and 
adding a window to the left 
of the stove. The Nordquists 
believe this is the location of 
Barrett’s old front door. 

“When we went to frame it 
and they opened up the wall, 
they were like, ‘Oh there was 
a window here,’” D.J. said. “All 
the framing for a window was 
already there, inside the wall.” 

There used to be a fully 
functioning fireplace in the 
kitchen, so the Nordquists 
decided to optimize the space 
and reconstructed it into the 
current stovetop. However, 
they retained a large metal 
plaque that was already there 
that reads “Virginia,” which 
Nels had powder coated. 

The second story reveals 
the main reason why the 
Nordquists decided to create 
a side hallway. Upon reach-
ing the top of the stairs, one 
would previously have had to 
walk through two bathrooms 
before reaching the study.

“We really needed a hall-
way,” D.J. said. “[The house] has 
definitely grown and changed.” 

One such expansion took 
place on the basement level, 
where the Nordquists made 
their third major renovation. 
The basement originally had 
a dirt floor, which they dug 
out and transformed with 
two closets, a bedroom that 
formerly housed the family’s 
au pair and a bathroom. 

Down the hallway, they 
also added a mini-kitchen with 
marble counters and a “movie 
room,” replete with a 3-D tele-
vision. The whole process took 
about a year to complete. 

“I mean, they were down 
here literally manually digging 
the dirt out with buckets, so it 
was six months of just digging. 
It was a long time,” D.J. said. 

As proactive as the Nord-
quists have been with their ren-

ovations, the home’s real trans-
formation is a result of their 
thoughtful personal touches.  

The living room, for in-
stance, is a comforting space 
filled with European and Asian 
antiques. Nels worked in the 
foreign service in the State 
Department and the couple 
was stationed in Thailand and 
France for about two and a half 
years each before having kids. 

Along the dining room 
wall sits a built-in stark white 
bookcase adorned with various 
trinkets from overseas, includ-
ing an elephant sword that an-
cient tribes in Thailand would 
use during battle. The shelf 
also features a 2,500-year-old 
drinking cup from Periclean 
Athens that the Nordquists 
got deaccessioned from a mu-
seum in Oxford, England. 

“I’ve got all kinds of junk 
like that, lots of weird stuff,” 
Nels said with a laugh. 

Some other examples of 
this “junk” include mirrors 

and 1500s-era paintings 
from the couple’s time living 
in Paris and a coffee table de-
picting a Thai battle scene.

From top to bottom, past 
to present, the walls of the 
Nordquist home contain cen-
turies of stories – both his-
torical and personal.

Not only did they com-
pletely renovate their Duke 
Street home, Nels and D.J. 
also raised their three chil-
dren in it. D.J. recalled hold-
ing easter egg hunts when the 
kids were younger, where she 
and Nels would spread hun-
dreds of plastic eggs all across 
the garden for them to find. 

“I miss the days when the 
kids were little,” D.J. said. 
“There are a lot of happy 
memories. Obviously, that’s 
what you want when you’re 
raising a family; you want 
them to be happy in their 
home and comfortable and 
able to run around.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com 
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PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
This 135-year-old catalpa tree in the Duke Street home’s side yard is 
one of the largest such trees in the state.

R & B  
Heating and 
Air Conditioning
      R & B has always been a family 
owned and operated business in 
the heart of Del  Ray.  Known as a 
neighborhood company you can 
trust,  this super customer-orient-
ed Class "A" contractor installs 
and services heating systems and 
air conditioners all over the DC 
Metro area.
     R & B provides a complete line 
of heating and air conditioning 
services for homes and families. 
The R & B goal is to provide their 
customers with comfort and 
quality workmanship in a 
professional, courteous and 
responsive manner. They pride 
themselves on the depth of 
experience and integrity of the R 
& B employees. 
     In an area full of historic 
homes, R & B takes pride in 
preserving the architectural 
integrity of older homes. In fact, 
installing or replacing outdated – 
or non-existent – heating and 
cooling equipment is their 
specialty. 

Type of business: Air conditioning and heating new installations 
and servicing and maintenance
Services provided for: Air conditioners, heat pumps, furnaces, 
boilers, central air for older homes (UNICO ductless & Space-Pak), 
tankless water heaters, as well as parts & accessories such as 
energy saving thermostats, humidifiers & electronic air cleaners. 
Hours of operation:  Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 24/7 
emergency services available
Phone: 703-683-1996
Website: www.rbincorporated.com

     Many customers like to be 
proactive in keeping their heating 
and air conditioning systems in 
good working order to lessen the 
chance of a break down at an 
inconvenient time. R & B respond-
ed with a variety of residential and 
commercial Assured Service 
Agreements to meet the needs of 
individual homeowners and 
enhance the life of the equipment 
by regularly servicing and 
maintaining it. 
     While keeping customers’ homes 
at a comfortable temperature 
year-round is the goal, the R & B 
staff is proud of their commitment 
to the community through 
volunteer and charitable activities.      
For 21 years, R& B has been 
engaged in a wide variety of local 
nonprofits and that commitment to 
service is an essential part of what 
this company stands for. 

Location: 1710 Mt Vernon Avenue 
Neighborhood: Del Ray 
Year opened: 1980

Elegant, spacious, 19th c  
ballroom in the heart of  

Old Town-the perfect place  
appropriate micro-entertaining.

Now accepting holiday
bookings

571-263-9805 
bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online atVisit  
Alexandria Unique venues and 

on Wedding Wire.

Union
Square



For new homeowners 
and downsizers, 
condominiums provide 
plenty of benefits
BY KERRY ADAMS

They say there’s no place 
like home for the holidays, 
but if the thought of raking 
leaves and stringing outdoor 
lights leaves you feeling less 
than jolly, you might want 
to consider making a con-
dominium your next home.  
Here are a few compelling 
reasons to buy a condo right 
now. 

Increased inventory
Since the beginning of the 

pandemic, many homeown-
ers have been exiting cities 
and denser neighborhoods in 
search of more open space. 
In the D.C. area, demand for 
condos dropped, resulting in 

increased supply. 
As of Oct. 28, in the City 

of Alexandria, there are 240 
available condos listed in 
MLS compared to 103 sin-
gle family homes including 
townhouses. In Arlington, 
there are 320 condos and 
157 single family homes. In 
D.C., there are 1,174 condos 
and 737 single family homes. 
Condos are also sitting on 
the market longer than sin-

gle family homes. More in-
ventory and more time on 
the market typically means 
more bargaining power for 
buyers. 

Low maintenance
With most condomini-

ums, individual owners are 
only responsible for what’s 
inside their unit walls. In ex-
change for a monthly fee, the 
condo association owns and 
maintains everything on the 
outside, such as the roof, ex-
terior grounds and common 
areas. This frees up time for 
other pursuits.  

One of the biggest com-
plaints about condos is that 
the monthly fees can be 
high, but in many cases if 
you add up the expenses of 
maintaining a single-family 
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Home sweet condo
FILE PHOTO

There are monthly fees associated with condiminiums, but they are often cheaper than the cost of main-
taining a single-family home.

KERRY
ADAMS

SEE CONDO | 18

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Thinking of sprucing up your home’s 
interior this year? 

Call us for a FREE estimate, and take 
advantage of our winter discount for 
interior painting performed between 

January and February 2022! 

(Don’t delay! Our calendar is filling up fast!) 
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home – landscaping, gut-
ter cleaning, pest contracts, 
snow removal and utilities – 
you might find the monthly 
cost is higher than a typical 
condo fee. Maybe it’s time 
to sell your lawn mower and 
snow blower and take back 
your weekends.  

Amenities
Some condominium devel-

opments feel more like resorts 
with luxuries such as swim-
ming pools, tennis courts, 
rooftop terraces, playgrounds, 
shops and restaurants.  Oth-
ers might have one or two of 
these features. Typically, the 
more amenity-rich a commu-
nity, the higher the fees, but it 

might be worth paying extra 
to live in a building with a pool 
and fitness center if it means 
you can drop your expensive 
gym membership.  

Security
Many home buyers who 

are concerned about security 
choose condominiums over 
single-family homes. Wheth-
er a high rise or a sprawling 
condo development, most 
communities offer some form 
of added security, including 
dedicated security personnel, 
monitored systems or both.

In buildings with under-
ground parking, owners are 
typically given a key card or fob 
to enter the garage, and then 
there’s added security upon 
entering the building. Some 

buildings have units with per-
sonal elevators that can only 
be accessed by the owner of the 
unit. Motion-activated lighting 
is also a common feature in 
condominiums. 

Perhaps the best securi-
ty feature found in condos is 

good, old-fashioned neighbor-
liness. The close-kinit nature 
of condominiums means resi-
dents tend to look out for each 
other and report activity that 
might seem out of the ordinary. 

Sound investment
Whether you plan to sell 

the condo after you have lived 
in it or hold onto it as a rental, 
condos can be an excellent in-
vestment. When starting your 
search, consult with a knowl-
edgeable real estate agent 
who can pull the history of 
sales and rentals in a commu-
nity to give you historical per-
spective. You will also want 
to review the condominium 
documents to learn how the 
property is managed, what 
the finances look like, wheth-

er there are any upcoming 
assessments and whether 
there are any restrictions that 
might affect you such as lim-
its on pet sizes or whether 
smoking is permitted. 

The bottom line 
Whether you’re downsiz-

ing from a large house or just 
starting on your homeown-
ership journey, you might 
feel right at home in a condo. 
Who knows, you may even 
find that having less space to 
put up all those out-of-town 
guests actually makes the 
holidays just a little merrier.  

The writer is a realtor with 
the Blumel Adams Group 

at Compass and a long-
time Alexandria resident. 
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Perhaps 
the best 

security feature 
found in condos 
is good, old-
fashioned 
neighborliness.”

AT A GLANCE
Address: 126 S. Fairax St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314
Neighborhood:Old Town
Price: $2,995,000
Square footage: 6,974
Bedrooms: 9
Bathrooms: 4 full, 2 half
Year built: 1800
Contact:
Lauren Bishop | 202.361.5079
McEnearney Associates Realtors
Old Town
lbishop@mcenearney.com
www.laurenbishophomes.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

This nine-bedroom home 
offers nearly 7,000 square 
feet of finished living space, 
with an additional 2,630 
square feet available in the 
unfinished basement. Cur-
rently comprised of three 
separate units, it offers the 

possibility of rental income, 
multi-family living or a con-
version to one grand resid-
wence. 

The main home’s en-
trance on 219 Prince St. wel-
comes guests into a spacious 
entry foyer with a beautiful 

staircase. The formal living 
and dining rooms are full of 
natural light from the nu-
merous windows. The sec-
ond and third levels – hous-
ing five bedrooms and two 
and a half baths – boasts 
high ceilings. 

The entrance at 126 S. 
Fairfax Street leads to two 
separate apartments, each 
featuring a living room, 
dining room, kitchen, laun-
dry, full bath and two bed-
rooms. The charming Eu-
ropean-style rear garden 

is private and serene. This 
property is located just two 
blocks from the Potomac 
River, waterfront restaurants 
and parks, and it is a short 
drive to Reagan National 
Airport, Amazon HQ2, and 
Washington, D.C.

Left: The living rooms in each apartment are full of natural light.
Middle: The main entrance on Prince Street leads to a foyer with a staircase that leads to the second and third floor living space.
Right: This house consists of separate units that can be used as independent rentals or converted into one grand residence.
The two apartments included in this property each feature a living room, dining room, kitchen, laundry, full bath and two bedrooms.

Expansive home in the heart of Old Town

COURTESY PHOTOS

Run in Nov and Dec 2021 

We’re booking interior painting projects for Jan/Feb 2022! 
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and ask about our 

W i n t e r  D i s c o u n t!  
703-684-7702 

ASK ABOUT 
OUR WINTER 

DISCOUNT! 
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Is daycare right for your dog?

Assess your pup’s 
preferences to find  
the best care option
BY KIM GILLIAM

Pandemic puppies and res-
cue dogs filled an important 
need last year, providing com-
panionship, joy and stress re-
lief during a very uncertain and 

challenging time. Now that our 
days are starting to return to 
normal – with schools resum-
ing in-person instruction and 
folks heading back to the work-
place – what will these dogs 
do all day? They are used to 
having people at home to play 
with, or annoy while on work 
calls. They aren’t prepared to 

be crated for more than a few 
hours at a time or left home 
alone. Without playtime or 
regular walks, energetic dogs 
may become difficult to man-
age and even destructive.

With this in mind, many 
are turning to dog daycares 
as the answer. They are fill-
ing up quickly in our area, 

with some maintaining a 
long waitlist and others set 
to open soon to help meet 
the spike in demand. But the 
truth is that not every dog 
thrives in the typical open-
play daycare environment.

If you’re considering dog 
daycare, start by answering 
these questions about your 

dog: Are they comfortable in 
big groups of dogs? What is 
their activity level? Do they 
tire easily or get over excit-
ed by too many stimuli? Do 
they have special behavioral 
or medical needs that require 
one-on-one attention?

PHOTO/KIM GILLIAM
Traditional dog daycare works for social pups, but it can also cause anxiety for dogs who do not enjoy large group play.

SEE DAYCARE | 20
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CALENDAR
NOVEMBER 5

THE 2021 GEORGE WASH-
INGTON SYMPOSIUM Over the 
course of this two-day sym-
posium, Mount Vernon staff 
and historians will discuss the 
achievements, failures and 
tragedies that shaped George 
Washington. The event also 
includes a tour of the mansion 
and viewing of historic doc-
uments and objects. Tickets 
cost $225 for the public and 
$200 for members and do-
nors. 
Time: All day
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: https://www.
mountvernon.org/plan-
your-visit/calendar/events/
becoming-george-washing-
ton-the-2021-george-washing-
ton-symposium/

NOVEMBER 6

WAIT UNTIL DARK Don’t miss 
your last chance to see “Wait 
Until Dark” at the Little The-
atre of Alexandria. The show - 
which takes place on Wednes-
days and Sundays - follows 
the thrilling story of Suzy, a 
blind woman who finds herself 
in the middle of a group of 
ex-convicts plotting a sinisterly 
deceptive scheme. All patrons 
are required to wear a mask 
during the performance.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: 600 Wolfe St. 
Information: http://thelittlet-
heatre.com 

UNDER THE SAME ROOF 
Learn about the enslaved and 
free African Americans who 
built, lived and worked in the 

Lee-Fendall House as domes-
tic servants both before and 
after the Civil War. Tickets are 
$10 per person. Face masks 
are required inside the mu-
seum. 
Time: 2 to 3:15 p.m.
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
under-the-same-roof%3a-en-
slaved-and-free-workers-at-
the-lee-fendall/6621/

NOVEMBER 9

HORNS OF PLENTY: MU-
SIC FOR HORN QUARTET A 
quartet of horn musicians 
from the National Sympho-
ny Orchestra will perform 
beloved staples of chamber 
repertoire in unexpected 
arrangements. They include 
Abel Pereira, Markus Os-
terlund, James Nickel and 
Robert Rearden. The event is 
part of Classical Movements’ 
Sounds of Hope & Harmony 
series of outdoor, socially 
distanced concerts.  
Time: 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Location: 711 Princess Street
Information: https://www.
classicalmovements.com/
secretgardenconcerts/

NOVEMBER 11

ALEXANDRIA FILM FESTIVAL 
The 15th annual Alexandria 
Film Festival will be a hybrid 
event this year, with some 
virtual and some in-person 
events. It will feature a part-
nership with the Alexandria 
Symphony Orchestra of six 
original films presented with 
an in-person “live to picture” 
performance of the orchestra. 

Tickets are $12 per showcase 
or $75 per All-Festival pass. 
Time: Varies
Location: Varies
Information: https://alexfilm-
fest.com/

NOVEMBER 13

CIVIL WAR TOURS AT FORT 
WARD The Fort Ward Museum 
will offer soldier-led tours of 
historic Fort Ward in recogni-
tion of Veteran’s Day. Through 
these two 90-minute tours, 
participants will learn about 
Civil War veterans’ organi-
zations, the history of Fort 
Ward, army life in the Civil War 
Defenses of Washington and 
the design and construction of 
Civil War forts. 
Time: 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Location: 4301 W. Braddock 
Road
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=38158

NOVEMBER 18

WHAT MADE GEORGE WASH-
INGTON TICK? Professor Peter 
Henriques explores the life of 
George Washington, examin-
ing all facets of the compli-
cated aspects that make up 
the portrait of one of the most 
important figures in American 
History. Dr. Henriques will be 
available to sign his newest 
book, First and Always: A New 
Portrait of George Washing-
ton. 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: 201 S. Washington 
St. 
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=38117 

If your dog is very social, 
tends to get along with ev-
eryone they meet and loves to 
play all day, a traditional dog-
gie daycare is likely a great 
option. Your pup will get to 
socialize in a supervised en-
vironment and will get lots of 
playtime, exercise and stim-
ulation ensuring they return 
home happy and tired.

If your dog is easily over-
whelmed, tends to bully oth-
er dogs or get picked on by 
them, or needs frequent play 
breaks or personal attention 

in order to be well-behaved, 
then daycare may not be 
the right fit. While your in-
tentions are good, putting a 
dog who doesn’t truly enjoy 
group play into a tradition-
al daycare environment can 
cause fear, anxiety and stress.

So what options do you 
have if your dog wouldn’t 
pass the temperament test or 
would become anxious in a 
chaotic playroom?  You could 
look for an in-home daycare 
that hosts a smaller number 
of dogs to provide a more 
personalized experience via 
services such as Rover or Wag. 

This option offers a more 
comfortable, homey setting 
where your pup can form a 
pack as well as a close rela-
tionship with their caretaker.

Another option is finding a 
dog walker for a mid-day jaunt, 
or even multiple visits a day for 
those needing frequent potty 
breaks. Walks are good exercise 
and stimulate your dog’s mind 
as they explore the neighbor-
hood, sniffing all the smells 
and spending time with some-
one who isn’t you. Demand for 
walkers and sitters nationally 
is 5.4 times higher now than 
it was one year ago. Another 

staggering statistic is that in 
New York, the number of peo-
ple looking for pet care has in-
creased sevenfold in that time-
frame. Be prepared for it to take 
you some time to find a walker 
or sitter that is a good fit.

One more possibility is to 
consider setting work hours 
that maximize the time you 
and your spouse, partner or 
roommate are able to spend 
at home with your pup. Shift-
ing your work day earlier or 
later as makes sense may 
help ensure your dog only 
needs to be home alone for a 
portion of the day.

Educating yourself on the 
different options available 
for your pup and considering 
what matches their energy 
level and social preferences 
is the best place to start. If 
your dog already attends day-
care, see how they react when 
you arrive. If they get excited, 
your dog loves it. If they are 
scared or nervous, they may 
be uncomfortable, so you’ll 
want to consider alternatives.

The writer co-owns 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 
gym in Alexandria, with her 

husband, Kevin Gilliam.
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Tails High

If you have a 
quiet home 
where this 

mature girl can 
be your one and 

only, Zolly is 
ready to move 
in and brighten 

your life!

jolly zolly



STAGE PLAY by Drew Schmenner, edited by David Steinberg

Weekly Words
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ACROSS
1 Explosion sound in a comic 

book
5 L.A. Galaxy’s org.
8 Tatters
12	 D-flat’s	equivalent
18 Entertainer’s resurgence
20 Silence breakers’ hashtag
21 “Now it’s clear!”
22	 Authoritative	theater	star?
24 Moral of the story
25 Got up
26	 “Aquaman”	actor	Jason
27 Sunburn soother
29 Most lazy
32 Stage items for a military 

character?
38 Place to dance, per Martha 

and the Vandellas
40 Celestial sphere
43 App’s early phase
44 Funeral blaze
45 Contented sigh
46 Forbid
47 Spay or geld
49 Old term for a young woman
51	 Exit	part	of	a	show	rapidly?
54 Door handle
56	 Short-sleeved	shirt
57 Horses with speckled coats
58	 Ref.	for	word	lovers
59 Shuttle-launching org.
61 Unwraps

63 Not fooled by
64 One returned for E.T.
66 ID assigned at birth
67	 Requests	at	a	restaurant
69	 Rehearsing	every	song?
74 Messenger bird
75 Before, to a bard
76 Band’s booking
77 Silicon Valley industry,  

briefly
80 Actor Baron Cohen
81	 81,	for	a	square	of	side	

length 9
83 Comrade
85 American Red Cross founder 

Barton
86 Grp. with prohibited items
87 Annoy
89 Scenery for a Broadway  

adaptation of “Breaking 
Bad”?

93 After a long wait
95	 Honda	rival
97 Salary
98 Be in the red
99 Toppled
100 South Asian garment
102 Petrol, across the pond
103	 Illegal	driving	maneuvers,	

often
105 Showstopper such as “Defy-

ing	Gravity”?
108 Peaceful

110 Actor Bana
111 Like many state fair treats
114 Home to the giant panda
118 Genre for Bob Marley
122	 Insulting	dialogue?
126 Mistakes in a book
127 Paperless exams
128 Frenetic
129 “Bombshell” actress Robbie
130	Easter	flower
131	 Vote	for?
132 Online crafts store

DOWN
1 Stealthily emails
2 Pirate’s booty
3 Foam darts, for a Nerf toy
4	 Relative	of	an	autobiography
5 Guy
6 Type of display, for short
7	 Reads	quickly
8	 Move,	in	Realtor-speak
9	 Top	squad	of	athletes
10 Coastal state in India
11 Onetime fountain operators
12	 State	that	John	Denver	aptly	

sang about
13 They’re counted in darkness
14 That stag’s
15 Long-eared beast
16 ___ Speedwagon
17 BIC product
19 Accountants often  

write them off
20 “Grand” letters in Vegas
23	 Never
28	 Developer’s	purchase
30 Rachel’s sister
31 Raison d’___
33 “Honest” prez
34 Spinning speed, for short
35 Time for seaside shucking
36	 Fusses	over	oneself
37 Tennis great Monica
38	 Cutting	room?
39	 With	melodramatic	flair
41 Woodwind essential
42 Toasted barbecue staple
45	 Questlove’s	hairstyle
48 On pins and needles
50 Residence
52 “Stop it!”
53 Any day now
55 Watts of “Birdman”
60	 Former	advice	columnist	

Landers
62 In a sassy way
64 Game with many Wild cards
65 Semester-ending test
66 That doe
68 “On the Basis of Sex” mono-

gram
70 Closes in on
71 “___ whiz!”
72 “SNL” alum Morgan
73 Fruit with a wrinkly rind

74	 Mauve	or	baby	blue
78 Captains lead them
79 Despise
80 Personnel
82 In fashion again
83	 Org.	fighting	the	 

fur industry
84 Piles up
85 Admit defeat
88 Enthusiastic response to 

“How’s	your	meal?”
90 Refuse to share
91 San Antonio NBA player
92 ___ Britain (art museum)
94 Rope-a-dope boxer
96 Lube
101 “___ was saying ...”
104 Bring on board again
106 “Super-duper!”
107 Butcher’s discards
109	Give	moral	guidance	to
112 Depend (on)
113 Useful connections
115 Still competing
116 Loch ___ monster
117 Pale
118 Dream sleep acronym
119 The Roaring Twenties, e.g.
120 (I’m so angry!)
121 Running joke
123 Part of TGIF (Abbr.)
124 Peace sign shape
125 Actress Mendes

LOIS CLOUGHLEY (88), of Alexandria, Oct. 28, 2021

THOMAS CRUMP (62), of Alexandria, Nov. 1, 2021

JOHN DAVIS (74),  formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 27, 2021

MARY DESROSIERS (93), of Alexandria, Oct. 22, 2021

FRANCES HALL (91), formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 26, 2021

JAMES MACDONALD  (71), of Alexandria, Oct. 23, 2021

DEATH NOTICES
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Our View

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

COURTESY PHOTO
Alexandrians cheer as the tour bus for Republican gubernatorial can-
didate Glenn Youngkin approaches Market Square for a rally held last 
Saturday morning. Youngkin defeated former Gov. Terry McAuliffe by 
approximately 77,000 votes statewide, according to unofficial results 
released by the Virginia Department of Elections, though McAuliffe easily 
carried Alexandria.

The AFD deserves better

Opinion
22 | NOVEMBER 4, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

To the editor:
My first encounter with the Al-

exandria Fire Department was when 
they responded to my father’s un-
expected death. My next encounter 
was in 2015 when I became captain of 
their Youth Explorer Post and eventu-
ally a Volunteer EMT with a different 
department.

Throughout that experience, I met 
many of the amazing firefighters and 
paramedics that make up its ranks. I 
intended to make a career out of the 
profession but was quickly told to join 
any department but Alexandria’s. I 
was told by countless members that 
the pay and benefits were the lowest 
in the region, which was leading to a 
dangerous work environment due to 
overworked members and inexperi-
ence caused by high employee turn-
over.

I’d like to emphasize that this was 
more than five years ago now, and I 
have no doubt that the issue began 
many years before that. So, my ques-
tion is this, “Why does the Alexandria 
City Council continue to put firefight-
ers/paramedics and Alexandria’s res-

idents in danger for a problem that 
every other department in the region 
has at least somewhat addressed?”

This reputation doesn’t just exist 
within the ranks of the AFD; members 
of the Fairfax, Arlington and Prince 
William County Fire Departments 
have all given me and others the same 
warning. The firefighters’ union has 
finally had enough and is making a se-
rious effort to change the department 
for the better. Additionally, Mayor Jus-
tin Wilson and City Council members 
have expressed their intent to work 
with them.  

However, I believe it will take an 
increased effort from city residents to 
ensure that this isn’t just lip-service oc-
curring prior to an election as multiple 
mayors and councilors have shown. The 
mayor recently did a ride-along with the 
Alexandria Police Department. I sug-
gest he and other City Council mem-
bers spend a full 24-hour shift working 
withAFD, plus forced overtime, to un-
derstand what they and their families go 
through weekly.

-Jack Houston,
Alexandria

Bridging the trust chasm
It seems paradoxical for Alexan-

dria’s local government, whose leaders 
have stated their intent to turn the city 
into an arts destination, to want to less-
en the arts focus of the Torpedo Factory.

For it is this innovative artist-run 
institution, built on the sweat of art-
ists like Marion Van Landingham, Mary 
Ann Stevens and many others in the 
late 1970s, that has long been the epi-
center of Alexandria’s arts scene.

And yet we do see positive poten-
tial in change if it’s done right, with the 
focus always on the long-term success 
and preservation of the artists’ working 
spaces rather than on simply maximiz-
ing tax revenue.

The use and future of the Torpedo 
Factory has been heatedly debated for 
years, with the city and artists at odds 
over who should control the space. 
Today’s page 10 story, “City’s Torpedo 
Factory plan concerns artists,” explains 
the current plans on the table and art-
ists’ reaction to them, while a story the 
Times ran two years ago for the 100th 
anniversary of when the munitions 
facility was built just after World War 
I explains the building’s history. See 
https://alextimes.com/2019/09/torpe-
do-factory-centennial/

In a nutshell, almost 50 years ago, 
visionary artists like Van Landingham 
saw the potential of the then decrepit 
city-owned building along Alexandria’s 
then run-down waterfront and con-
vinced city leaders to let them turn the 
space into an artists’ colony.

The artists succeeded in fashioning a 
space for them to both create and sell art 
in one location. The facility was run by 
and for artists and along the way became 
a destination for visitors to the city.

But the building remained city-
owned all this time, and, while there’s 
debate around this facet, it has never 
been entirely financially self-sufficient, 
with the city responsible for the build-
ing’s overall state of repair.

As Old Town was revitalized during 
the 1980s and 90s, a process that the 
Torpedo Factory’s success as an arts 
location helped bring about, redevelop-
ment also started to occur along Alex-
andria’s waterfront.

Fast forward to 2021 and much of the 
Old Town waterfront is unrecognizable 
compared to even 10 years ago. Addition-

ally, the 100 block of King Street has been 
turned into a closed-off walkway for din-
ing, shopping and street musicians.

City leaders have succeeded in their 
goal of making Alexandria’s waterfront 
more fun and welcoming. Amidst all of 
this change, the Torpedo Factory almost 
alone stands roughly the same as it has 
for the past 47 years. While it is many 
wonderful things, the building itself is 
not particularly welcoming, nor is it the 
city’s overused catchall word: vibrant.

So, we cautiously embrace change to 
the Torpedo Factory that would enhance 
it as an arts destination and preserve its 
core mission of providing affordable stu-
dios in which working artists can create 
and sell. With that as the overriding de-
terminant for change, leasing or selling 
the facility to a developer should be a 
nonstarter, now and forever.

But it seems to us, if done carefully, 
that creating a new, welcoming entrance 
to the Torpedo Factory and turning the 
first floor into a destination in and of it-
self has the potential to draw many more 
people in to experience and buy art from 
studios on the second and third floors. 

It’s unfortunate that the plan the 
city is advocating would reduce space 
for artists’ studios in the building by 
36% and would reduce gallery space by 
23%. Perhaps any change that goes for-
ward on the building’s use could guar-
antee that those percentages would 
never be further reduced. Studio and 
gallery space could in fact be increased 
if the city’s Archaeology Museum were 
moved to a different location.

While we think carefully done 
change at the Torpedo Factory has the 
potential to be a win-win situation for 
both the facility’s artists and the City of 
Alexandria, trust, or a lack thereof, is the 
crux of the matter.

Trust is hard won and easily lost. 
Unfortunately, many actions by our lo-
cal government in recent years, partic-
ularly around modifying development 
special use permits or overlooking vi-
olated conditions within them when 
it’s expedient to do so, have broken the 
bond of trust between government and 
many of the governed. At heart, this is 
an issue of integrity.

Bringing careful change to the Tor-
pedo Factory is a good idea. Bridging 
the trust chasm will be a Herculean task.



Another holiday  
season with twists
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My View |  Dr. Rina Bansal

Ask, ‘Are you vaxxed?’
The Business Plan 
with Bill Reagan

BILL REAGAN

Last year’s column – “Holidays with 
a twist” – noted that the 2020 holiday 
season was challenged by pandemic 
restrictions, but it highlighted ways 
we could still make the most of Alex-
andria’s postcard-perfect setting while 
taking necessary precautions.

Well, here we are a year later, and 
the new coronavirus still lurks, so we 
must continue to factor Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention protocols into our 
planning – at least until 
there’s sufficient immunity 
so viruses and variants can’t 
get a foothold. While this is 
wearing our patience, it’s a 
worldwide reality and our 
community is far ahead of 
most in making the best of 
it.

This season is also 
complicated with supply chain chal-
lenges. You’ve seen the news and 
perhaps personally noticed a vacant 
shelf. What’s going on and why do ex-
perts predict it will continue through 
mid-2022?

The positive aspect is that we’re 
all coming out of pandemic isolation 
ready to indulge ourselves or resume 
activities. Demand is way up, and that’s 
a good economic trend. It becomes 
stressful, however, when the supply side 
can’t keep up. It’s further exacerbated 
when that demand/supply imbalance 
happens during the year’s peak retail 
season.

The global supply chain has mul-
tiple components: manufacturers that 
provide finished products or compo-
nents, shippers, ports, warehouses and 
transportation companies. Disruption 
occurs when any one of these becomes 
a chokepoint, but is nearly impossible 
to resolve when all the components are 
hindered by multiple factors.

First, the pandemic forced worldwide 
operations shutdowns and closures. Just 
as those were reawakening, much of 
the world experienced 100-year storms, 
weather disruptions and power outages 

that further set things back. Internation-
al interdependence, just-in-time inven-
tory strategies, increased e-commerce, 
labor shortages and a Delta variant 
breakout further confounded things. 

Just as with the pandemic, this is a 
global circumstance. Everybody is feel-
ing supply chain pain and everyone’s 
struggles have ripple effects.

There are mitigation strategies, 
and these apply to both 
consumers and business 
owners. There are no quick 
solutions, but the better in-
formed we all are, the more 
effective the workarounds. 
The first step is forecast-
ing and planning ahead by 
continually researching 
what will be in short supply. 
Businesses should consult 
their trade groups or peers. 

It might mean stocking up on items 
early, while they’re available and before 
prices increase. It might necessitate al-
ternative sources of supply or entirely 
different substitutes.

Transparency is the most effective 
hedge. This means everybody up and 
down the chain keeping one another 
informed so each can plan accordingly. 
Don’t yell at suppliers – work with them 
to know what and when to order. Mer-
chants and consumers communicating 
and supporting one another bodes well 
for long-term, fruitful relationships.

Small Business Development Cen-
ters in Virginia are promoting “Shop 
Sooner,” a campaign to encourage buy-
ing now for all the upcoming holidays. 
More than ever, it’s a time to shop lo-
cal, shop small and shop early.

Given Alexandria’s celebrated holiday 
setting and the characteristic resilience 
of our community, we’re fully capable of 
overcoming the challenges before us and 
making the most of the season ahead.

Happiest of holidays!

The writer is executive director 
of the Alexandria Small Business 

Development Center.

I am still surprised that so many 
people have not had their COVID-19 
vaccine. I often hear people say 
they are fearful of the vaccine be-
cause “things keep changing with 
COVID-19” or, “I am still doing my re-
search.”  Simply put, these are excus-
es. The fundamentals of COVID-19 
are not changing. We are continuing 
to learn more about this virus, and 
the methods of how we 
treat it are having greater 
efficacy. Science is awe-
some.  

Here is what we 
have learned: the sci-
ence, clinical studies 
and billions of people 
across the world who 
have received the vac-
cine have proven that 
it is safe and effective. The vaccine 
has been incredibly helpful in keep-
ing people out of hospitals and pre-
venting serious illness.

We have all heard countless 
stories in the media of young, oth-
erwise healthy and fit individuals 
suffering or even dying when they 
get COVID-19. Working in health-
care, I can tell you it is devastating 
to see this, particularly when we 
know there is a way for the majori-
ty of individuals to avoid ending up 
hospitalized with this terrible ill-
ness. But it takes all of us working 
together to continue to fight and 
ultimately beat this disease.  

If we asked a cancer patient if 
their cancer could have been pre-
vented with a shot, what do you 
think they would say? They probably 
wouldn’t second guess what was in 
it; they would enthusiastically agree 
to it knowing it could ease their pain 
and suffering. This is the same reality 
when it comes to COVID-19 – a shot 
will likely save your life.  

We have learned that once 
again during the recent spike in 
COVID-19 hospitalizations that the 
overwhelming majority of those in 
the hospital are not vaccinated, and 
those hospitalized who are vacci-
nated, in most cases, have a signif-
icant preexisting condition that is 
exacerbating the virus.

With so many people refusing 
vaccines, we have learned to move 

forward and take it upon ourselves 
to keep safe. We have to ask: “Have 
you been vaccinated?”  

It can be a difficult question to 
ask. It can be awkward. It can pos-
sibly end a friendship, or at least 
pause it. But knowing the answer 
is one more step you can take in 
protecting yourself. Do you ask 
your Uber driver, restaurant serv-

er or doctor if they are 
vaccinated? For many, 
an affirmative answer 
increases their com-
fort level and the like-
lihood that they will 
ride in the car or eat at 
the restaurant.

Inova recently man-
dated vaccines for all 
team members because 

we want our team members and pa-
tients to feel safe coming here for 
care. If your child had a peanut aller-
gy, wouldn’t you ask about that? We 
need to normalize the vaccination 
conversation. When you ask, you 
are being smart, you are following 
science and you are protecting your 
children, yourself, your family and 
your community.    

My suggestion for making it 
easier to talk about the vaccine 
with others is to start with yourself, 
“I am vaccinated, are you?”  I want 
to have all the information before 
making a decision. If they say no, I 
ask if I can provide any information 
or guidance in helping them make 
the decision. After all, I am a doctor. 
Sometimes they take me up on my 
offer, sometimes they don’t, but I 
am confident I am doing the right 
thing for me, my family and my 
community.  

I encourage everyone to ask and 
verify the vaccination status of the 
people you are interacting with face 
to face. Knowing the answer to this 
important question is imperative to 
reducing the spread of COVID-19, 
minimizing breakthrough infections 
and encouraging others to do their 
part to protect themselves and the 
people around them.

The writer is president of 
Inova Alexandria Hospital.

DR. RINA BANSAL
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A shoutout to caregivers A great city response

Celebrating ACPS educators and staff

To the editor:
As president of Watermark 

Condominiums, I spent most of 
the day Oct. 29 keeping watch 
to be sure that the water was 
not flooding into our building. 
Throughout the day, I had several 
interactions with our police force 
and the city maintenance depart-
ment employees.

Our police were extremely cor-
dial and reassuring, answering our 
many questions even though they 
had probably been bombarded 
with the same inquiries through-
out the day. What would the city 
do without our first responders 
to maintain law and order when 
there is chaos around? Our town 
was anything but that on Friday.

When the water began to re-
cede, the maintenance workers 

appeared and labored late into the 
night cleaning the streets and get-
ting rid of the debris that the river 
had brought in.  By Saturday morn-
ing it was hard to visualize that the 
same streets were completely un-
derwater the night before.  

A shout-out to Henry’s Tow-
ing, contracted by the city to tow 
every car in harm’s way and relo-
cate them to higher ground. This 
is a courtesy that our city gov-
ernment provides to us anytime 
there’s a flood, at no cost to the 
vehicle owners.

So, I say a big “thank you” to all 
the city employees and leaders that 
while it was stressful for them, they 
made us feel like everything would 
be OK and sure enough it was.

-Marion Moon,
Alexandria

To the editor:
The number of older adults in Virginia is 

increasing rapidly. An increase of 51.4% is 
projected for those age 65 and above during 
the next two decades – to about two million 
by 2040, according to a LeadingAge Virginia 
2018 report. That spike should be a concern 
for the more than 18,000 people in Alexan-
dria who are over 65 and will need crucial 
healthcare services and support as they age.

November is Home Care and Hospice 
Month, a time to recognize and honor all 
the professional caregivers including home 
care aides, home health aides and certified 
nursing assistants who make an impactful 
difference for people who are older, live with 
disabilities or have complex medical needs.

Goodwin House, a not-for-profit senior 
housing and healthcare provider in Northern 
Virginia, currently employs more than 900 
professional caregivers and staff. These high-
ly dedicated and compassionate care profes-

sionals ensure that our more than 1,000 resi-
dents, 200 Goodwin House at Home members 
and their hospice and home health patients 
receive the care and support they deserve.

Our teams go above and beyond with 
their dedication and service, often covering 
for each other due to staff shortages or to 
help cover larger service areas. This month, 
we not only remember our patients who 
have passed during our Remembrance Day, 
but the community also recognizes their 
families as well as our caregivers who have 
lost a loved one.

We ask all Alexandrians to commemo-
rate the power of caring and show thanks 
for caregivers who choose to use their lives 
to care for our aged, disabled and dying, and 
bring dignity to not only those in Alexan-
dria, but throughout the Commonwealth.

-Dana Parsons, vice president and legislative 
counsel, LeadingAge Virginia; Andy Siegel, chief 

business development officer, Goodwin House

To the editor:
As Alexandria City Pub-

lic Schools nears the end of 
the first quarter of the year, 
there is much to be thankful 
for. Children are in school five 
days a week. Teachers and 
students are now acquainted 
with one another. Classrooms 
have bonded and new friend-
ships have developed. Great 
learning is taking place.

But beyond the normal 
constraints of time, space and 
resources, the continuing ef-
fects of the COVID-19 pan-
demic have placed enormous 
new burdens on our teachers 
and school staff. As parents 
and caregivers, we too are 
balancing our gratitude for 
our children being back in the 
classroom with the many pan-
demic uncertainties that test 
our routines and sense of order. 

We have asked our edu-
cators and staff to pivot – to 
learn new modes of teaching, 
to master new technology and 
to recover as much learning 
loss as possible – all while 
counting on them to provide 
the social, emotional and 
physical support our kids need 

now more than ever. At the 
same time, school personnel 
are being asked to navigate 
unprecedented health, safety 
and security requirements. We 
should not overlook that we 
have laid this burden at their 
feet as they too struggle with 
their own families, health and 
pandemic disruptions. Many 
of them are parents too.

We want to publicly and 
emphatically thank our 
school staff for their hard 
work and dedication. We see 
them shaping our children’s 
lives every single day. They 
broaden horizons, they en-
rich and transform lives and, 
by doing so, they make the 
world a better place.

We know that our ACPS 
teachers and school staff, like 
so many around the country, 
are stressed, tired and discour-
aged. As parents and caregiv-
ers, we wish we could provide 
immediate solutions to get us 
closer to a sense of normalcy or 
fill the shortage of substitutes. 
To that end, we do encourage 
parents to apply to be sub-
stitutes at the following link: 
https://tinyurl.com/m7uvbd54.

In addition to extending 
our appreciation, we can advo-
cate for efforts and solutions 
at a local and state level that 
can make things easier for our 
school staff. We applaud ACPS 
for their recent decisions to 
prioritize teachers’ and staff 
mental health and hope that 
additional efforts to support 
emotional well-being will be of-
fered. We urge ACPS to contin-
ue to explore creative solutions 
to encourage staff retention and 
increase the substitute teacher 
pool, while rewarding staff for 
their extra work. 

As ACPS continues to nav-
igate the demands of the pan-
demic, we hope they prioritize 
letting our teachers teach. Ad-
ditional resources, particular-
ly federal funding, should be 
tapped to address the non-in-
structional burdens our teach-
ers and school administrators 
are carrying, like lunch mon-
itoring, contact tracing and 
health and safety mitigation.

Our teachers and staff also 
deserve a safe work environ-
ment, and federal and state 
funding should be directed 
toward upgrading current 

building conditions. More 
than ever, we need our teach-
ers concentrating on what 
they’re most skilled at: nur-
turing our children’s curiosity 
and academic growth.

We ask all members of our 
community to think about how 
they can share their gratitude 
to our teachers and school staff, 
who every single day nurture 
and encourage our children to 
meet their full potential. Send 
a note of thanks. Consider an-
other kind gesture. And to our 
fellow parents, we see you and 
extend an invitation to help us 
build upon the family-school 
partnership ideal upheld by the 
organizations we lead.

-Maureen McNulty, president, 
Alexandria PTA Council; Missy 

Estabrook, president-elect, PTAC; 
Katy Matthews, treasurer, 

PTAC; Linda Williams, secretary, 
PTAC; Staci Rijal, vice president/

communications, PTAC; Melis-
sa Harrington, vice president/

programs, PTAC; Bill Pfister, past 
president, PTAC; Sally Hunnicutt, 

advocacy chair, PTAC; Mariam 
Fikre, co-chair, diversity, equity & 
inclusion committee, PTAC; Greta 
Gordon, co-chair, diversity, equity 

& inclusion committee, PTAC; 
Amanda Kelly, president, Alexan-
dria City High School PTSA; Joha-

than Prather, president, Charles 
Barrett Elementary School PTA; 

Mariah Fry, president, Cora Kelly 
Elementary School PTA; Kara 

Macek, president, Naomi Brooks 
Elementary School PTA; Satasha 

Torres, president, Ferdinand T. 
Day Elementary School PTA; Jen-

ica Patterson, president, Patrick 
Henry  K-8 PTA; Brooke Lom-
bardi, president, Lyles-Crouch 

Traditional Academy PTA; 
Jamie Pfister, president, Douglas 

MacArthur Elementary School 
PTA; Emily Litten, president, 

George Mason Elementary School 
PTA; Nicolle Neal, president, 
Francis C. Hammond Middle 

School PTA; Alison Leithner, pres-
ident, Jefferson Houston PreK-8 IB 

School PTA; Megan Reing, presi-
dent, Mount Vernon Community 

School PTA; Chaaron Pearson, 
president, James K. Polk Elemen-

tary School PTA; Andrea De La 
Cruz, president, William Ramsay 

Elementary School PTA; Rhett 
Christensen, president, Samuel W. 

Tucker Elementary School PTA; 
Joy Pochatila, president, George 
Washington Middle School PTA 



The first time city papers 
record an African American 
candidate for mayor, William 
Coleman sought the office in 
the spring of 1897. Unlike this 
week’s election in November, 
Alexandria held its mayoral 
election on May 27, 1897.

While considered a long-
shot, Coleman pointed to a 
history of African American 
City Council members, es-
pecially during Reconstruc-
tion in the 1870s, that laid 
a foundation for him and 
other African  American mu-
nicipal candidates. Coleman 
was not related to William T. 
Coleman, Jr. the first African 
American cabinet secretary 
under President Gerald Ford, 
himself an Alexandria resi-
dent in the 20th and 21st cen-
turies.

The list of African Amer-
ican City Council members 
during the 1870s counts Rev. 
George Parker, John A. Sea-
ton, R.S. Mitchell, A.W. Har-
ris, Edward Hughes, Charles 
Seales, William Miller and 
T.B. Pinn. The last term of 
these council members ended 
in 1877, or the end of Recon-
struction. The next African 
American councilor did not 
serve until 1970.

The April 9, 1897, Alexan-
dria Gazette reported, “Wil-
liam Coleman, colored, had 
filed notice with the Clerk of 
the Court that he will be a can-
didate for Mayor.”

Coleman lived at 623 S. 
Asaph St.  in the 1890s, and ac-

cording to the Alexandria City 
Directory, operated a dairy 
with Medford Davis at 1005 
Wolfe St.

On April 23, 1897, whites 
in Alexandria lynched Joseph 
McCoy, an event that high-
lighted both the need for Afri-
can American political power 
and the willingness of white 

Alexandrians to use violence 
to intimidate African Ameri-
can residents.

Despite Coleman’s efforts, 
the Democratic Party swept 
the mayoral election. George 
L. Simpson won after receiv-
ing 1,633 votes, Gilbert Simp-
son 162 votes and Coleman 
receiving 22. Simpson would 

serve as mayor during the 
1899 lynching of Benjamin 
Thomas and received a repri-
mand from Governor O’Farrell 
for his lack of effectiveness in 
stopping the murder.

There is something admi-
rable in the defiance of Cole-
man and the 22 Alexandria 
citizens who voted for him a 
month after the lynching of 
Joseph McCoy. 

William D. “Bill” Euille be-
came the first African Amer-
ican mayor of Alexandria in 
2003 when he won the posi-
tion that William Coleman 
had sought more than a cen-
tury earlier.
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
What do you think of the city’s preliminary 
renovation plans for the Torpedo Factory?

Last Week  
Does political diversity on governing bodies 
matter to you?

A) The city should prioritize artists and  
leave the Torpedo Factory alone.
B) There should be more interactive arts spaces on the first floor.
C) A restaurant in the Torpedo Factory is a great idea.
D) Some work needs to be done on the Torpedo Factory,  
but not much.
E) What is the Torpedo Factory?

52% Yes, it matters a lot. 
21% There are Republicans still living in Alexandria?
14% Yes, but not as much as other types of diversity. 
13% No, a like-minded council is my preference.

Take the poll at alextimes.com
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PHOTO CREDIT/VERENA RADULOVIC
Former Mayor Bill Euille cele-
brates his re-election in 2012.

Alexandria’s first African American mayoral candidate

COURTESY PHOTO
John A. Seaton was one of a handful of African American City Council 
members who served in the city during the 1870s.



LEGAL NOTICE 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEW 

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the November 17, 2021 
meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2 3708.2(A)(3) 
and the Continuity of Govern-
ment ordinance adopted by the 
City Council on June 20, 2020 to 
undertake essential business. All 
of the members of the public body 
and staff are participating from 
remote locations through Zoom 
Webinar. This meeting is being held 
electronically, unless a
determination is made that it is 
safe enough for the meeting to be 
held in person in the City Council 
Chamber at 301 King Street, Alex-
andria, VA. Electronic access will be 
provided in either event. The meet-
ing can be accessed by the public 
through: Zoom hyperlink (below), 
broadcasted live on the government 
channel 70, and streaming on the 
City’s website.

Registration Link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_Aze7Pi0iSs-
GTTrjqAiyZcQ 

*The Board of Architectural Review 
Hearing will start at 7:00 p.m., while 
the Zoom Webinar will become 
available to join at 6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 932 8813 9713
Password: 845243

Public comments will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Lia Nie-
bauer at lia.niebauer@alexandriava.
gov or make public comments on 
the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets

BAR #2021-00561 OHAD
Request for alterations at 430 North 
Union Street.
Applicants: Vernon and Maria 
Kirby

BAR #2021-00584 OHAD
Request for alterations at 727 South 
Alfred Street.
Applicants: Barney Ales and Mar-
guerite DeVoll

BAR #2021-00586 OHAD
Request for encapsulation at 513 
South Lee Street.
Applicants: Harry Mahon and Twig 
Murray

BAR #2021-00592 OHAD
Request for addition and alterations 
at 513 South Lee Street.
Applicants: Harry Mahon and Twig 
Murray

BAR #2021-00593 PG
Request for after-the-fact alter-
ations at 1012 Queen Street (Parcel 
ID: 064.03-05-50) and 1014 Queen 
Street.
Applicant: Historic Virginia 
Holdings

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Advertising 
Solutions reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-4974
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Obituary Classifieds

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-
istration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 
262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

EARN $300 WEEKLY when you drive your vehicle 
with an Ad on it. Vinyl graphic sheets are installed 
for free by the Advertiser and you earn $300 by just 
driving to your normal routine places.
Email Carwrapapplication@gmail.com or text

(772)218-1799

MAKE YOUR VEHICLE AN AN SPACE 
AND EARN $300 WEEKLY.
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Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia
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AT

Email 
Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

NEED TO PLACE 
AN AD?

Give it 
a Shot!

Wear a mask.

#VaxALX

Protect Yourself & Your Community.
The Alexandria Times encourages all 
residents to get the COVID-19 
vaccine when available.
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Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties for 25+ Years

703.627.5421 | OldTownAlexandriaLiving.com
Babs@BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292
Equal Housing Opportunity

Riverfront Living at its Finest!

2 Wolfe Street ~ $4,150,000
Spectacular 3 bedroom, 3 full and 2 half bath waterfront home offers distinctive living quarters with incomparable breathtaking Potomac River views 
from every level plus a 35’ boat slip and attached 2 car garage. This exquisitely elegant residence features generously sized rooms enriched by 4 
gas fireplaces, deep moldings, custom millwork, and refined finishes throughout. Wonderful open concept design offers an eat-in chef’s kitchen 
with premium appliances and an inviting family overlooks the glistening water. The handsome library adorned with tastefully designed built-ins and 
three sets of French doors open to the loggia with a spectacular waterfront view. Three en-suite bedrooms include the primary suite that occupies 
its own floor. This private retreat with fireplace features a marble bath, walk-in closet, and picturesque waterscapes. Best of all is the locale, affording 
an unparalleled opportunity to sit and read by the water, or taking your boat out for a day of fun. Furnished option available @ additional $85,000.


