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A magical night 
of film and music
Pandemic-delayed ASO/AFF 
collaboration reaches stage  
and screen
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Some things are worth waiting for. The Alex-
andria Symphony Orchestra’s performance on 
Saturday night, a collaboration with the Alex-
andria Film Festival during which the symphony 
performed music by American composers to ac-
company six AFF-commissioned films, was such 
an event.

Two years in the making and postponed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic last year, this is likely the 
start of an ongoing partnership between two of 
Alexandria’s pre-eminent arts organizations.

As ASO Maestro James Ross said in introduc-
ing the performance, “The challenge to the film-
makers was, ‘What do they see when they hear 
these six great pieces of American music?’” 

The answer was, “Beautiful things.”
We are all used to hearing a score while watch-

ing a movie. Sometimes the music simply hovers 
in the background creating mood or building ten-
sion, while other times the soundtrack takes cen-
ter stage. But hearing the music played live while 
watching films that were created with the express 
intent of matching the music frame by note pro-
vided a memorable emotional wallop.

SEE ASO | 10

Council kicks off budget planning
Early FY2023 conversations center  
on compensation, pandemic recovery
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Only a few days after the 2021 general elec-
tion, City Council gathered on Saturday to begin 
its annual budget process for the fiscal year 2023 
budget.

Amid vocal calls from public safety employees, 
whose region-low salaries have resulted in high 
turnover, scaled back operations and increased 

work hours, much of council’s first budget retreat 
focused on employee compensation. Local fire and 
police unions are calling on council to increase 
salaries by 10% in order to remain competitive 
in the region. Meanwhile, the impending arrival 
of collective bargaining for certain groups of city 
employees, including police and fire department 
employees, added an extra layer of urgency and 
complication to council’s discussion.

SEE BUDGET | 6

COURTESY PHOTO

Thanksgiving feasts
Families are gathering once again for Thanksgiving after a tough, isolating year during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and, for some, the pressure of delivering the perfect holiday meal might be too overwhelming. 
Luckily, restaurants across Alexandria are providing their own takes on the Thanksgiving feast, ranging 
from traditional turkey dinner to modern twists on holiday favorites. Read Port City Flavor on page 23.
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Selling Alexandria.
Sue & Allison Goodhart

Find your place in Alexandria

Please contact us for more information on our listings or to 
discuss how we can help you achieve your real estate goals.

sue @thegoodhartgroup.com
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

thegoodhartgroup.com
703.362.3221

5075 Polk Avenue
7 Beds, 8 Baths

$2,795,000

370 N. Saint Asaph Street
3 Beds, 4.5 Baths

$2,350,000

625 Pommander Walk
4 Beds, 3.5 Baths

$1,615,000

200 W. Monroe Avenue (Coming Soon)
5 Beds, 4.5 Baths

$1,845,000
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MSA to present “Nutcracker” ballet
Metropolitan School of 

the Arts is returning to the 
stage Dec. 4 and 5 to per-
form its annual “Nutcrack-
er” ballet at the Rachel M. 
Schlesinger Concert Hall 
and Arts Center at 4915 E. 
Campus Dr. on the North-
ern Virginia Community 
College Alexandria cam-
pus.

Shows are at noon and 
5 p.m. both days. Tickets 

range from $26 to $28 per 
person. Go to www.met-
ropolitanarts.org for more 
information, and tickets 
are available at https://
ci.ovationtix.com/35491/
production/1083048?per-
formanceId=10864547. 

More than 130 Metro-
politan School of the Arts 
students will perform “The 
Nutcracker,” including 
Meghan Ong, a ninth grad-

er who attended a summer 
intensive program on full 
scholarship at the Harid 
Conservatory of Boca Ra-
ton, Florida; and Sara Yoon, 
grade 11, who went to the 
Ellison Ballet summer in-
tensive program in New 
York City. Both dancers 
have been trained at MSA.

“We are thrilled to re-
turn to stage to perform 
one of our favorite ballets 

this holiday,”  Jacqueline 
Doherty, artistic director of 
“The Nutcracker” and Met-
ropolitan Youth Ballet of 
Metropolitan School of the 
Arts in Alexandria, said. 
“The costumes, the music 
and the dance will bring 
the stage to life, and there’s 
nothing like performing 
in front of a live audience 
again.”   

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

Tree lighting ceremony 
set for Nov. 20

Mayor Justin Wilson will 
usher in the holiday season 
with the city’s annual tree 
lighting ceremony on Nov. 
20 at 6 p.m., according to a 
news release. The ceremo-
ny will be held in Market 
Square, 301 King St.

As part of the ceremo-
ny, Alexandria’s town crier 
will welcome visitors, as 
holiday music is played and 

Santa Clause rides into the 
city on the King Street trol-
ley. Admission to the cere-
mony is free, and the Alex-
andria Health Department 
recommends that masks 
are worn outdoors for pub-
lic gatherings if crowding 
and close contact cannot 
be avoided, according to 
the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Del Ray to hold 
annual Turkey Trot 

After a year away due 
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the 46th annual Del Ray 
Turkey Trot is back in ac-
tion.

Set to take place at 9 
a.m. on Nov. 25, this D.C. 
area premiere event is a 
USATF-certified five-mile 
course that starts and ends 
at George Washington Mid-
dle School. 

Cash and gift prizes will 
be awarded to the winning 

runners. Attendees are en-
couraged to bring nonper-
ishable food items such as 
cans and boxes on race day 
to support ALIVE!, a non-
profit organization serving 
the city’s needy. 

Tickets cost $20 per 
adult, $15 for youth ages 
13 to 20 and $5 for children 
under 13. For more infor-
mation, visit https://www.
alexandriaturkeytrot.com/. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Alexandria veteran 
receives SBDC awards

Photographer Laura 
Hatcher, the 2021 Alexandria 
Small Business Development 
Center Veteran of the Year, 
has been selected as the run-
ner-up for the Statewide Vir-
ginia Small Business Veteran 
of the Year award. The State 
award recognizes veteran 
business owners who have 
made a significant difference 
in their communities by pro-
moting a sense of duty, vol-
unteerism and an apprecia-

tion of country, democracy 
and freedom.

Alexandria SBDC Execu-
tive Director Bill Reagan and 
Associate State Director of 
the Virginia SBDC Susan Lee 
Merrow presented a certifi-
cate to Hatcher on Nov. 4.

Hatcher, a Navy veteran, 
launched her SWaM-certi-
fied business in the City of 
Alexandria four years ago. 
She has photographed many 
local and regional events and 

specializes in professional 
headshots taken in her Lee 
Street studio in Old Town.

Her many volunteer activ-
ities include mentoring mili-
tary veterans and spouses on 
transitioning from military 
to civilian life and employ-
ment and on starting small 
businesses. She has donated 
more than 100 professional 
headshots to veterans enter-
ing the civilian job market. 

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

PHOTO/METROPOLITAN 
SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

Sara Yoon, 
grade 
11, is a 
student 
at the 
Metropoli-
tan School 
of the Arts 
who is set 
to perform 
as Clara in 
“The Nut-
cracker” 
ballet.

FOR MORE BRIEFS, SEE PAGES 4 AND 19

PHOTO/BROWNE ACADEMY
From left to right: Susan Lee Merrow, Laura Hatcher and Bill Reagan.
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Sister City 
Beaujolais tasting

On Nov. 18, from 7:30 to 
9 p.m., residents are invited 
to join the Alexandria-Caen 
Sister City Committee for a 
virtual tasting of the 2021 
Beaujolais Nouveau. Com-
mittee members will share 
their tips for entertaining 
for the holidays. Learn how 
to create a charcuterie and 
cheese board and enter-
taining skills that will wow 
your family and friends this 
holiday season.

Beaujolais Nouveau 
will be available starting 
Nov. 18 at Total Wine, 
Whole Foods or local wine 
shops.  

Tickets are $6 and can 
be purchased at Alexandri-
aVA.gov/Shop. Guests will 
receive an email with the 

Zoom meeting link, Meet-
ing ID and password after 
purchasing their ticket.

Alexandria, Virginia and 
Caen, France have partic-
ipated in shared cultural 
and educational exchanges 
since 1991 under the aus-
pices of the Sister Cities 
International non-profit 
organization. The com-
mittee welcomes French 
enthusiasts and those in-
terested to learn more to 
join the “Friends of Alexan-
dria-Caen Sister Cities” to 
join their email distribution 
list. Comments and sugges-
tions for activities or fund-
raising events may be sent 
to alexandriacaensistercit-
ies@gmail.com. 

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

COVID-19 vaccine 
expands to young 
children

The Alexandria Health 
Department and other pro-
viders are now offering the 
COVID-19 vaccine to chil-
dren ages 5 to 11 after the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention approved the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine’s 
use for children on Tuesday.

Pfizer’s vaccine requires 
two doses separated by 
three weeks and was pre-
viously approved for use by 
anyone 12 or older. While 
young children are now 
eligible to receive Pfizer’s 
vaccine, both the two-shot 
Moderna and one dose 
Johnson & Johnson vac-
cines are still only available 
for people 18 or older.

In Alexandria, parents 
are able to get their children 
vaccinated at AHD clinics 
around the city, as well as at 

private pharmacies and pe-
diatrician’s offices, according 
to a news release. AHD will 
make appointments avail-
able on a rolling basis as the 
vaccine becomes available, so 
AHS warned it may take a few 
weeks to receive the vaccine 
as the city receives enough 
doses to vaccinate the city’s 
more than 12,000 youth, ac-
cording to the release.

Visit alexandriava.gov/
Vaccines to schedule an ap-
pointment. To find appoint-
ments at pharmacies in the 
city, visit vaccines.gov after 
the website has been up-
dated later this week. Res-
idents can also call Alex-
andria’s COVID-19 hotline, 
703-746-4988, Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR

PNC Classic
Jubilant runners cross the finish line at the 91-minute mark of the 10-mile race during the PNC Classic, 
which began and ended at Oronoco Bay Park in Old Town and traversed five miles each direction on 
the George Washington Memorial Parkway on Sunday. The event featured a 5K run that started at 7:30 
a.m., the 10-mile race at 8 a.m. and a kids’ dash at 10:30 a.m. Live music and a beer tent rounded out 
the festivities. Hosted by Pacers Running, proceeds from the event benefit the Alexandria Boys and Girls 
Club.

Shots fired in Old Town 
The Alexandria Police De-

partment is investigating two 
separate shots fired incidents 
in Old Town that occurred 
over the weekend, according 
to a news release. 

The first incident took place 
on Nov. 5 at about 7:30 p.m., 
when an officer on patrol in 
north Old Town heard shots 
fired at Montgomery and North 
Patrick streets. There were no 
reports of injuries or damage, 

according to the release. 
The second incident took 

place on Nov. 6. Officers re-
sponded to a shots fired call 
in the 700 block of North 
Fayette Street at about 6:20 
p.m. Police recovered evi-
dence, and there were also no 
reports of injuries or damage.

Comparatively, there were 
four shots fired calls in Oc-
tober, according to Public 
Information Officer Amanda 

Paga. Two of these calls were 
for shootings and the other 
two were for the accidental 
discharge of a weapon. As of 
June 2021, APD reported 18 
confirmed shots fired inci-
dents had occurred in Alex-
andria in 2021. 

Those with information 
about either incident are en-
couraged to call Detective J. 
Brattelli at 856-885-0823. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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~FINDING HOMES~
with Diann Carlson, Your Old  Town Neighbor~ ~

Would you like to relocate but don't know where to begin? Call Diann and put her years of marketing experience
to work for you. Taking the process one step at a time, Diann can successfully get you packed and ready to move on
to your new home. As a resident of our neighborhood for many years, Diann will provide you with an accurate idea
of the value of your property as you plan for your move.
Let's get started, the spring market will be here before we know it.

COM
ING SOON

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD
SOLD

505 E Braddock Road #403 704 South Royal Street

735 South Fairfax Street 719 South Lee Street
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Since 1997, the city’s pay 
philosophy has focused on 
keeping salaries between 5% 
above or below the average of 
Alexandria’s regional com-
parators, according to Jen 
Jenkins, the acting director of 
human resources for the city. 
Those comparators have his-
torically included Arlington, 
Fairfax County, Prince Wil-
liam County, Montgomery 
County and Prince George’s 
County, although Loudoun 
County and Washington, D.C. 
now rank on that list as well. 

In discussing the history 
of this philosophy, Jenkins 
admitted it has long need-
ed an update, especially as 
the city moves to establish 
collective bargaining agree-
ments with various employee 
groups and unions. The last 
time the city amended its pay 
philosophy was in 2010.

“Collective bargaining will 
certainly change that process, 
so that’s something we want 
to keep in mind as we look at 
these things and how we’re 
going to be managing pay and 
proposing pay moving for-
ward,” Jenkins said.

Mayor Justin Wilson ques-
tioned whether a pay phi-
losophy is even necessary 
for the groups of employees 
who will fall under the city’s 
collective bargaining agree-
ment. Wilson argued that 
bargaining with different 
sets of workers will yield dif-
ferent results based on their 
needs and comparators in 
the region, negating the need 
for a general approach to pay 
for those workers.

“I’m just questioning the 
utility of a compensation 
philosophy that broad brush-
es all of our employees at 
all,” Wilson said.

Jenkins clarified that an 
overarching pay philosophy 
provides the city with a base-
line from which it can begin 
to negotiate with those em-
ployees engaged in collective 
bargaining.

“I think when you come to 

the table with so many differ-
ent people, who are all fight-
ing for different things, at the 
end of the day we still have 
something that we have as our 
baseline,” Jenkins said. “… I 
think if we don’t have that, we 
don’t have anything to com-
pare to and there’s not a con-
sistent line we can start at.”

At one point on Saturday, 
Wilson tossed out the idea 
of having a compensation 
philosophy for the portion of 
the city’s workforce that does 
not fall under the collective 
bargaining agreement, with a 
separate collective bargaining 
philosophy that guides the 
city in its general approach 
to negotiations and leaves 
everything else at the ne-
gotiating table. In response, 
Jenkins said that a lot of the 
rules about collective bar-
gaining have yet to be set, but 
there is an opportunity for 
the city to establish this kind 
of split-philosophy approach.

“For labor and manage-
ment, this is such a new 
world, and I cannot overem-
phasize enough how differ-
ent this is than what we’ve 
been doing,” Wilson said.

City Manager Mark Jinks, 
who is set to retire at the end 
of the year, said collective 
bargaining also has the po-
tential to impact employee 
benefits, particularly when it 
comes to health care. Of the 
about 3,000 people employed 
by the city, about 2,000 have 
health insurance with the 

city, according to Jinks. One 
of the challenges Jinks an-
ticipated is ensuring the city 
does not end up with an un-
wieldy amount of health care 
packages among the various 
unions.

Jinks also stressed the 
need to pay close attention 
to the employees who are, at 
least at first, not included in 
Alexandria’s collective bar-
gaining policy.

“As [the city is] negoti-
ating the non-public safe-
ty collective bargaining 
agreements, the organiza-
tion ought to pay attention 
to those folks who are not 
part of collective bargaining 
agreements so that we don’t 
end up, in effect, leaving 
whole groups of employees 
behind,” Jinks said.

When it comes to compen-
sation adjustments for public 
safety employees, typically 
the three public safety work 
groups in the police depart-
ment, fire department and 
sheriff’s office meet and con-
verse with management, after 
the city has seen and provid-
ed a baseline compensation 
study. The work groups then 
make a proposal to the city, 
and after those discussions, 
the city manager proposes 
changes to council as part of 
the budget. The city is cur-
rently waiting on its annual 
regional benchmark study 
from Fairfax County before it 
can begin this process.

The city increased pub-

lic safety employee pay ev-
ery fiscal year from 2016 to 
2020, although employees 
say it has not been enough 
to keep Alexandria competi-
tive. Amid the pandemic and 
a multi-million-dollar bud-
get deficit, the city cancelled 
a previously proposed 1.5% 
adjustment to all pay scales 
and targeted pay increases 
among public safety employ-
ees. Council approved these 
measures as mid-year adjust-
ments to the FY2022 budget 
on Oct. 26.

Any compensation in-
crease brings with it an ad-
ditional cost to the city, and 
Jenkins laid out the potential 
fiscal impacts of adjusting 
pay. The FY2023 cost impact 
of just a 1% pay scale increase 
for general scale employees, 
those city employees who 
do not work in public safety, 
would come to $2.03 million, 
according to city staff. For po-
lice, fire and sheriffs, it would 
cost $400,000, $340,000 and 
$200,000, respectively. All 
told, a 1% increase for all city 
employees would equate to 
about $2.97 million.

To fund a 1% pay scale in-
crease, the city would have to 
increase the tax rate by 0.7 
cents. A 3% increase would 
result in a 2-cent increase, a 
5% increase pay scale adjust-
ment would mean a 3.3-cent 
tax increase and a 10% across 
the board pay increase would 
result in a 6.7-cent tax rate 
increase.

The city is also looking to 
expand and improve benefits 
for its employees as a way to 
recruit and retain employees 
outside of salary incentives. 
Among these are changes to 
the mental health services 
the city provides to its work-
force. Spring Health, a service 
provider the city may partner 
with, would allow employees 
to get in touch with a mental 
health professional within 
hours, instead of days. The 
city is also looking to hire a 
company called Summer that 
would assist employees with 
student loan forgiveness 
support.

“It’s hard because you talk 
about salary, but if [someone 
else is] making $5,000 more 
but you’re getting a bene-
fits package that’s $10,000 
more, then we can bring that 
up and share that with our 
employees and show some 
of the benefits,” Councilor 
Canek Aguirre said.

Councilor Amy Jackson 
praised the city’s efforts to 
improve employee benefits, 
but also argued that younger 
employees often look to sala-
ries first before they consider 
benefits packages.

“Any 25-year-old going 
into any option isn’t really 
thinking about their retire-
ment and all those other ben-
efits,” Jackson said. “They’re 
looking at money in order to 
pay their rent and support 

BUDGET FROM | 1
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IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Sales tax revenue for the city remained relatively steady during the pandemic, thanks in large part to an increase in online sales.
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their families.”
City staff also presented 

preliminary forecasts for the 
city’s revenue and expendi-
ture scenarios for FY2023 on 
Saturday.

Director of Finance Ken-
del Taylor laid out the city’s 
revenue coming out of the 
pandemic-impacted finan-
cial circumstances in 2020 
and 2021. According to Tay-
lor, the projected revenue 
level for FY2023 is currently 
$814.6 million compared to 
$770.7 million in FY2022. 
In FY2022, $483.3 million 
came from taxes on real es-
tate in the city and $55.1 
million from personal prop-
erty taxes. The preliminary 
estimates for real estate 
and personal property tax 
revenue in FY2023 are both 
slightly higher, at $501.7 
million and $61.4 million, 
respectively.

Taylor also provided an 
overview of how the city’s tax 
base has fared over the course 
of the last two years during 
the pandemic. In some ways, 
the city’s commercial tax base 
has recovered, although Tay-
lor cautioned council not to 
get too excited about the data.

“What we all need to keep 
in mind is so much of this is 

just getting us back to where 
we were,” Taylor said. “… So 
much of what you’re see-
ing right now is needed to 
just get us back to where we 
thought we were going to be 
two years ago.”

At first glance, the city’s 
sales tax revenue appears to 
have weathered the storm, 
however, a closer look reveals 
the dramatically and rapidly 
changing nature of sales to-
ward digital sales in the city 
as a result of the pandemic. 

According to Kevin 
Greenleaf, assistant direc-
tor of finance, online sales 
increased to about 37% of 
the city’s total sales tax rev-
enue in FY2021, an increase 
of about 10% from FY2019. 
In December of 2020 alone, 
online sales made up 42% of 
the city’s sales tax revenue. 
Overall, in FY2021, of which 
December 2020 was part, 
in-store sales tax revenue 
dropped by about 15%.

“The brick-and-mortar 
sales tax that’s generated in 
our city has gone dramatical-
ly down and continues to be 
dramatically down,” Wilson 
said. “It’s good news from a 
revenue perspective for the 
city, but to the extent that 
what this tells you about the 
state of our businesses, it is 
not a good story.”

On the expenditure side, 
the city anticipates an $8.4 
million preliminary budget 
shortfall created primarily by 
merit pay increases and the 
recently approved mid-year 
compensation increases. 

However, the city is also 
set to receive the second 
$29.6 million tranche of 
American Rescue Plan Act 
funding from the federal 
government, $10 million of 
which is already dedicated 
to two affordable housing 
projects and $8.7 million of 
which will go toward contin-
ued funding for public health 
initiatives and employee bo-
nuses set in the first tranche.

The budget retreat on Sat-
urday and council’s budget 
guidance during the Tues-
day night legislative meeting 
were just the start of the city’s 
budget process. The city man-
ager, or acting city manager 
if Jinks’ replacement has not 
been hired by then, will pro-
vide budget proposals based 
on community input and 
conversations with employee 
groups on Feb. 15, 2022, with 
final budget adoption set for 
May 4, 2022. Residents can 
provide input on the budget at 
https://www.research.net/r/
AlexandriaVA-FY2023Bud-
getInput.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
According to city staff, the 10% pay scale increase that public safety employees are asking for, if given to 
all city workers, would require a 6.7-cent increase in the city’s tax rate.

~ A Venerable Veteran ~
Elton John, an American Bulldog Mix, is a gentle
giant at 80 pounds. Aged 10, he's been around the

block more than once and is now hoping for
a comfortable home in his retirement years.
Shy until he gets to know you, Elton John is

a perfect gentleman. He's a cheerful fellow and
only wants a companion as gracious as he.

Meet Elton John!
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BelongAtHopkins.com/news
Call 1- 833-396-8183

US Family Health Plan offers

• 100% TRICARE Prime® benefits + extras

•  Over 3,750 doctors, specialists and hospitals 

throughout Northern Virginia—including INOVA.

• Access to health care from Johns Hopkins Medicine

• Coverage at no additional cost to you

Get Best‑in‑Class Health Care*, 
Right Where You Live
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All six short films were 
well-crafted, and all six are 
available to watch today 
through Nov. 25 as part of 
the 2021 Alexandria Film 
Festival with pre-recorded 
versions of the same compo-
sitions.

Two of the film/music 
couplings stood out and at 
times left the audience gasp-
ing with admiration: film 
“Beat the Machine” by Shan-
non Washington, which was 
paired with Aaron Copland’s 
composition “John Henry,” 
and film “Kite” by Michael 
Fallavollita that ascended 
with Jennifer Higdon’s “Blue 
Cathedral.”

Washington used dance 
to help the audience not 
just see but feel the lives of 
John Henry and other Black 
historical figures. Amazing 
dance moves caused the film 
to change course in preci-
sion with shifts in the music, 

while other worldly lighting 
gave the scenes a heavenly 
dimension that helped take 
audiences on a rapid journey 
from present day, through 
history and back.

The post-concert ques-
tion and answer session 
was another treat, as all six 
filmmakers joined Ross and 
AFF Executive Director Patti 
North on stage to discuss the 
films. Washington said that 
“Beat the Machine” was “an 
adventure through history 
using dance. … John Henry 
was folklore, but he was also 
an actual person.”

The backstory behind 
Fallavollita’s “Kite” was 
also fascinating. Original-
ly a 30-minute short movie 
called “Tale of the Kite,” Fal-
lavollita reworked the film to 
10 minutes to pair with “Blue 
Cathedral.” Because Fallavol-
lita had worked on the film 
several times over an 11-year 
period, the same actor played 
the current-day pilot, who is 

seen wandering in the des-
ert after his plane crashes, 
and the 10-year-old version 
of the pilot who is shown in 
flashbacks. 

The film, and concert, 
ended with the pilot, who 
may or may not be dead, fly-
ing his childhood kite with 
his grandfather when the 
string runs out and the music 
jolts to a stop.

“I was blown away by 
what we saw here tonight,” 
Fallavollita said during the 
Q&A session. “Tonight was 
the first time I’ve seen my 
movie with a musical score. 
It’s hard for your own movie 
to touch you, but Jim [Ross] 
did that.”

The concert kicked off 
with ASO playing Aaron Co-
pland’s “Our Town” with the 

film “Alexandria: Our Town” 
by Andrea Kalin showing be-
hind the orchestra on a screen 
that probably needed to be 
about twice as large. Due to 
the layout and vastness of 
the Rachel M. Schlesinger 
Concert Hall and Arts Center 
on the Alexandria campus of 
Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College, the audience 
was seated farther away than 
they normally would be in a 
movie theater.

Kalin’s film featured foot-
age old and new of all areas 
of Alexandria. While most 
of the scenes depicted were 
serene – Old Town cobble-
stones, children going to 
school, families in the park 
– others revealed social un-
rest and protests. The film 
showed the removal of the 
Appomattox Civil War stat-
ue that used to stand at the 
intersection of Prince and 
South Washington streets, 
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE  
2021 ALEXANDRIA FILM FESTIVAL

The Alexandria Film 
Festival kicks off tonight 
and is offered virtually on 
the Eventive platform. 

Viewers can watch the films 
any time within the two-week 
period from Nov. 11 through 
midnight on Thanksgiving 
Day. Showcase tickets are 
$12 while an all-festival pass 
is $75. Showcases – blocks 
of films organized around a 
theme – include numerous 
Q&A sessions with film 

directors, producers, actors 
and composers. Tickets and All 
Fest Passes may be purchased 
at AlexFilmFest.com. 

The festival features the 
Burke & Herbert Bank Family 
Showcase, which includes films 
by and about young people. Two 
“Salute to Service Members” 
showcases are offered free of 
charge to active and retired 
service members to celebrate 
the Veterans Day weekend 
falling during the festival. 

Congratulations to ACT for 
Alexandria, named Nonprofit 
Business of the Year by the 
Alexandria Chamber of Commerce

ACT for Alexandria was recognized for its impact, including:

• Raising $15 million for Alexandria nonprofits through Spring2ACTion, 
Alexandria’s Giving Day.

• Distributing $5.76 million in community grants to 131 nonprofits 
serving 20,000 Alexandrians during the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Investing $1 million in building the capacity of Alexandria nonprofits.

• Launching the citywide Racial Equity Capacity Building Initiative.

Join us in making a difference at 
www.actforalexandria.org
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then vehicles passing over 
the former site of the statue.

Next up was the animated 
short “Among the Clouds” by 
Alexi Scheiber that was set 
to the tune of “Clouds” from 
“Roman Sketches” by Charles 
Griffes. Scheiber’s film shows 
birds and nature in vibrant 
hues, contrasted with black 
and white scenes of urban 
congestion and pollution. A 
tag at the end said the film 
was “dedicated to clean air 
and water.” 

In the Q&A, Scheiber said 
her film was a celebration of 
nature, and she focused on 
the cardinal for the Home-
grown series since it’s the 
state bird of Virginia.

Jane Pittman’s “An Amer-
ican Scene: Black Lives 
Matter,” which was paired 
with “Manhattan Skyline” 
from “The American Scene: 
The East” by William Grant 
Still, featured beautiful old 

footage of Black American 
cultural life. People were 
dressed up for dinners and 
concerts, working and at-
tending church and plays. 
The footage shifted to Martin 
Luther King, Jr., protests and 
the destruction from riots 
following MLK’s assassina-

tion, then to signs in win-
dows that read “Black owned 
business,” before ending with 
graffiti that said, “It’s OK to 
be Black.”

Tim McLoraine’s “Housa-
tonic at Stockbridge,” paired 
to music of the same name 
by Charles Ives from Ives’ 

“Three Places in New En-
gland,” was an appealing ka-
leidoscope of images. Natural 
scenes, including reflections 
of sky and nature, people on a 
raft and swimming in a river, 
are accompanied by serene 
music that then builds to a 
crescendo of machines, cars, 

traffic and city life obliterat-
ing nature, before the chaos 
gives way to calm tones and 
vistas.

Ross managed to tie ev-
erything together by in-
terspersing Modest Mus-
sorgsky’s “Pictures at an 
Exhibition” – the movements 
of which were themselves 
paired with still photos – be-
tween the films. Ross said in 
answer to a question during 
the post-concert session that 
he sequenced the films af-
ter “Alexandria: Our Town” 
mainly by utilizing common 
tones from each film’s ac-
companying musical piece 
and the different movements 
of “Pictures at an Exhibi-
tion.” 

It worked wonderfully, 
resulting in a memorable 
evening that was both chal-
lenging and rewarding as au-
dience members strained to 
take in every element of the 
multi-sensory feast.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
Alexandria Film Festival Executive Director Patti North, the six filmmakers and Alexandria Symphony 
Orchestra Music Director James Ross joined together on stage after the performance for a Q&A session.

• 
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DANNY SMITH, Realtor-Old Town is my Home

 

Your CAN DO Realtor
Preparation of your home for sale
“White Glove” services
Ideas for flexible financing
Engineering & construction background
Decades of service & leadership
on city commissions
Support for stewardship of our
historic resources

My most recent listing
brought the highest sale
price in over 4 years for
that neighborhood--even
higher than larger homes
on larger lots.
(Source: BRIGHT MLS)

Interested in the history of
Old Town?
I’m presenting a guided walking tour
on November 14 of locations relevant to 
George Washington. Space is limited,
Email me for your reservation and details
dsmith@ttrsir.com  

Danny Smith, Realtor
dsmith@ttrsir.com

703-505-7845
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The new record for the highest 
sale ever in D.C. Region 

R I V E R  V I E W E STAT E ,  A L E X A N D R I A – $ 4 8 ,0 0 0,0 0 0

SA L E  R E P R ES E N T E D  BY H E AT H E R  CO R EY

© 2021 TTR Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Alexandria Brokerage +1 703.310.6800. The Sotheby’s International Realty trademark is licensed and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s 
International Realty office is independently owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. TTR Sotheby’s International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair 

Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice.
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4220 Van Ness Street NW
Washington, DC  |  Offered at $5,500,000

601 N Fairfax Street #507 
Alexandria, VA  |  SOLD $1,900,000

1023 N Royal Street #117
Alexandria, VA  |  Offered at $1,100,000

Heather Corey

801 S Pitt Street #219
Alexandria, VA  |  UNDER CONTRACT $619,500

601 N Fairfax Street #511 
Alexandria, VA  |  Offered at $1,850,000

304 S Union Street
Alexandria, VA  |  SOLD $1,940,000

17 Bakers Walk
Alexandria, VA  | Offered at $2,945,000

16 Bakers Walk #104
Alexandria, VA  |  SOLD $1,355,000

12 Alexander Street
Alexandria, VA  |  SOLD $2,170,000

With over 40 years of experience and over 4,000 real estate 
transactions, Heather Corey is a seasoned professional who 
maintains an enthusiastic passion for her calling. She has 
been named TTR Sotheby’s Top Individual Producer for the 
firm’s Alexandria Office for the past five years.

When working with Heather, you receive expertise that 
reaches down the block, and around the world. 

Heather Corey, Vice President
hcorey@ttrsir.com

 m +1 703 989 1183

Alexandria Brokerage 
400 South Washington Street
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Kismet Modern Indian opens in Alexandria
Menu offers new takes 
on popular dishes from 
D.C. sister restaurant 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON 

Kismet Modern Indian’s 
recent opening in Alexandria 
might have been guided by 
destiny. 

When restaurant own-
er Sachin Mahajan decided 
to create a sister restaurant 
to Karma Modern Indian in 
downtown Washington D.C., 
he initially planned to do 
so in another large city. But 
then COVID-19 hit, the pan-
demic spread like wildfire 
and his plans changed. 

“Our goal was to expand, 
but we said, ‘Well, let’s not go 
to another big city,’” Maha-
jan said. 

Instead, he leaned into 
the evolving nature of Alex-
andria’s business scene with 
its ever-increasing number of 
restaurants and an empty lo-
cation in Old Town fell  into 
his lap. Mahajan had also 
been spending more time in 
Alexandria since he currently 

resides here. 
This serendipitous se-

quence of events, Mahajan 
postulated, may actually 
have been in the cards the 
entire time. 

“How the neighborhood 
changed here, how things 
evolved over the last year or 
so – that could be kismet,” 
Mahajan said. “Maybe this 
location sat empty for a while 
because COVID-19 hap-
pened. … It just made sense. 
That’s what I’m saying: You 
have your own plans, but 
there is destiny that kind of 
plays a part as well.”

The result was a restau-
rant aptly titled Kismet, a 
word synonymous with “des-
tiny” or “fate,” and a concept 
– along with karma – that 
Mahajan holds close to his 
heart. 

“I believe in those philos-
ophies, with regards to how 
destiny plays a big part,” 
Mahajan said. “I was born in 
India; now I live here. There 
were certain aspects of it that 
were karma – what decisions 

kind of led me to move away. 
I’ve seen and experienced life 
by going around and living in 
different parts of the world – 
people you meet, how certain 
things are destined and [how] 
certain … decisions you make 
have come about.” 

The common thread of 
these ideologies will course 
through both restaurants, as 
will the popular type of mod-
ern Indian cuisine they offer.

The modern theme ex-
tends to Mahajan’s vision for 
the customer’s overall expe-
rience, from the table to the 
atmosphere to the aesthetics 
of the restaurant. 

“The experience in the 
restaurant, both from the 
bar program to the dining, 
is similar [to Karma] in the 
sense that the aesthetics are 
modern, the experience is 
modern, the menu, the whole 
feel,” Mahajan said. “Some 
of those things can only be 
experienced when you dine 
at both restaurants. You can 
feel that way because being 
in the restaurant – the music, 

the lighting, the service, all 
those play a part in affecting 
your senses.” 

But Kismet will differ from 
Karma in several ways, too. 
While Karma focuses more 
on fine dining for an upmar-
ket clientele, for instance, 
Kismet plans to present what 
Mahajan calls a “fun dining” 
experience. 

“[At Karma] we obviously 
have to do the Saturday din-
ers that come in for a fine din-
ing experience in the city, but 
during the week we do have a 
lot of the corporate business 
clientele, so we have to man-
age the experience from that 
standpoint, whereas here we 
do have a business clientele 
as well, but it’s a different ex-
perience than what D.C. has,” 
Mahajan said. “[Kismet] will 
be one notch down on that 
formality. It’s comfortable, 
it’s not going to be as formal 
as D.C.”

Additionally, while some 
successful Karma dishes like 
chicken tikka and lamb seekh 
kebab will appear on the Kis-
met’s menu, others are brand 
new. 

One such staple entree is 
the lamb ghee roast, a slow 
cooked dish infused with 
cloves and cardamom. An-
other will be snapper peri-
peri served with lemon rice, 
which had only previously 
appeared as a Karma special. 

“We tested it out with our 
clients there and it was a re-
ally big hit, so we thought we 
should definitely put that as 
an item,” Mahajan said. “It 
will be unique to both Karma 
and Kismet in regards to our 
families, so it’s a new dish and 
it was very well-received.”

Chef Ajay Kumar, who 
brings with him a Michelin 
Bib Gourmand award from 
Karma, will lead the culinary 
team. He’ll also bring popu-
lar Karma menu items such 
as the tangy sweet potato 
and Calcutta jhaal muri, an 
Indian street food, homestyle 
chicken curry and butter 
paneer.

Patrons need not worry 
about the drink selection, ei-
ther; Kismet will offer a full 
bar and wine selection that is 

PHOTO/KISMET
Kismet Modern Indian offers Calcutta jhaal muri, a type of Indian 
street food. 
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Diocese of Arlington
Victim Assistance Program

for those sexually abused as minors
703-841-2530

The Diocese of Arlington provides  assistance to anyone who as a 
minor was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, teacher, employee,  
volunteer, or representative of the diocese. Parents, guardians, and 
survivors of sexual abuse are invited and encouraged to contact the 
diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, who will provide support, 
consultation, and referrals.

The Diocese of Arlington is committed to assisting victims/survivors 
throughout their healing.

For further information, see www.arlingtondiocese.org/victim-assistance/



published in its entirety  on 
the menu. 

As with any restaurant’s 
grand opening, the process 
of opening Kismet’s doors 
wasn’t without obstacles. 
Mahajan was ready to open 
the restaurant in early Oc-
tober and hoped to do so by 
mid-month, but ongoing 
staffing shortages precluded 
this from happening. 

“Currently, as well, we’re 
not fully staffed where we 
want to be, but we’ll maybe 
reduce the intake of guests 
on a regular basis just so that 
we can handle what we can 
handle. We had to get to a 
certain point and just open 
because I didn’t know when 
we would fully staff, unfortu-
nately,” Mahajan said. 

In order to try and sati-
ate the many guests who are 
hungry to try this new spot, 
Kismet opened its doors for 
takeout on Nov 2. It’s an ex-
perience Mahajan said left 

him feeling simultaneously 
excited because of the pos-
itive feedback and drained 
because of the sheer amount 
of labor exerted. 

Despite the staffing chal-
lenges, Kismet’s soft open-
ing on Sunday evening went 
smoothly. 

On one hand, Alexandri-
ans get to experience a local, 
more relaxed take on mod-
ern Indian cuisine while still 
tasting all the Michelin-level 
deliciousness of its sister site 
across the river. 

“It was very suitable for 
them because they still get 
the same quality of the food 
and the experience, and this 
is close to home so they don’t 
have to go to D.C. on a Satur-
day night,” Mahajan said. 

On the other hand, Ma-
hajan finally gets to see his 
dream – whether by destiny, 
hard work or a combination 
of the two – come to life. 

In its completed form, 
Kismet Modern Indian offers 
a lengthy menu, suspended 

luminaire and heated out-
door courtyard patio. Indoor 
dining officially began yes-
terday, and the restaurant 
will be open Wednesday 
through Sunday. 

“We’re really excited to 
get this food out to people, 
getting guests to come in to 
dine [and have] the experi-
ence,” Mahajan said. “That’s 
the whole goal of opening a 

restaurant: to get your food 
out to people. That’s the sat-
isfaction you get when peo-
ple enjoy the experience that 
you worked hard to deliver.” 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/KISMET
Left to right: James Cattaneo, Sous Chef Babu Periz, Mayor Justin Wilson, Sachin Mahajan and Executive 
Chef Ajay Kumar at the ribbon cutting ceremony.

The Terrace Homes are now open! With the best features of apartment and 

cottage living, The Terrace Homes offer a new take on Independent Living.  

No matter how you spend your days, Falcons Landing gives you the  

freedom to enjoy all of the activities that define who you are.

ACT FAST, CALL (703) 260-8504 TO SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY! 
www.FalconsLanding.org   |   Falcons Landing is proud to be a non-profit Life Plan Community.

settle for
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40000006086   

40000006086   

Save $10 o� $100 or more 750ml and 1.5L Winery Direct® Wine.

90
BEVERAGE 

DYNAMICS 
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City Council prepares for General Assembly 
New Republican 
governor, house 
majority necessitate 
different approach
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

With Republican Gover-
nor-elect Glenn Youngkin 
stepping into the governor’s 
mansion next year and a Re-
publican majority in the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates, the 
tone of Tuesday’s draft legis-
lative package presentation 
was decidedly different for 
City Council.

Every year, City Council 
approves a set of proposed 
priorities that the city’s leg-
islative director attempts to 
drum up support for in the 
General Assembly session 
that begins in January. This 
process is key in a Dillon 
Rule state like Virginia where 
local authority is granted by 
the state. With the recent 
election results swinging in 
favor of Republicans, sever-
al members of council ex-
pressed concern that the past 
few years of Alexandria’s fi-
nancial and legislative goals 
aligning with those of state 
leadership could be behind 
them.

“I think there are oppor-
tunities, and we certainly 
want to partner with the new 
administration to move for-
ward on issues where we can 
find agreement. Certainly … 
we’re going to have to play 
defense in some areas,” May-
or Justin Wilson said.

Ahead of the Jan. 12 ses-
sion start date, Legislative 
Director Sarah Taylor pre-
sented a preliminary version 
of the package during Tues-
day’s legislative meeting, 
which mirrors many of the 
priorities and goals the city 
has pursued in recent years.

The package focused on 
securing state support for 
infrastructure investments; 
preservation of local author-
ity and funding; protections 
for vulnerable and under-

served groups; equity and 
policy around clean energy 
and energy efficiency.

The most significant 
monetary investment the 
city is looking to secure go-
ing into the January General 
Assembly session is a final 
$40 million in state bonds for 
the $400 million state-man-
dated overhaul of Alexan-
dria’s combined sewer sys-
tem project.

With the city required by 
law to complete the project 
by 2025, Councilor Amy Jack-
son questioned whether the 
new state leadership and its 
differing financial priorities 
will impact the project time-
line.

“We’re about to have a 
change in administration 
at the state level. How con-
cerned should we be that 
eventually we may not have 
the money for the mandated 
project to continue to 2025?” 
Jackson asked.

Taylor was cagey about 
just how much of an impact 
the new Republican adminis-
tration will have on the city’s 
funding goals but expressed 
confidence in Alexandria’s 
state delegates to “stand fast 
on the commitment that was 
made in the previous bud-
get.”

“Change always opens up 
opportunities for different 
priorities and different vi-
sions for investment depend-
ing on who is in the finance 
secretary’s seat,” Taylor said. 
“… That being said, we are 
incredibly lucky that three 
members of our delegation 
are on the senate finance 
committee.”

“I do think we need to 
make it clear that [it] is a 
number one priority and if 
we are asking our delegation 
to expend political capital on 
our behalf, that this is some-
thing that is incredibly im-
portant to our community,” 
Taylor added.

Taylor outlined several 

other specific infrastructure 
needs that the city is prior-
itizing, including one that 
city leadership and Youn-
gkin appear to agree on. The 
legislative package includes 

support for legislation that 
would require greater trans-
parency from electric utility 
companies in the state. That 
includes Dominion Power, 
the city’s provider that has 

consistently come under fire 
from Wilson and residents 
for its frequent outages. The 
city’s draft legislative pack-
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Dentistry can be PAINLESS 
and EFFECTIVE 

At Dental Excellence Integrative Center, we believe in fi nding 
and treating the underlying causes of dental pain.

The Erbium Yag/ Nd Yag Laser provides precision, accuracy and
targeted treatments with no bleeding and shorter recovery time.

Laser Dentistry is
Better Dentistry.

No Anesthesia  •  No Injections
No Pain  •  No Drills

Faster Healing

• Gum Disease and reshaping
• Treats canker and cold sores
• Prevention of root canal by 90%
• Reduces tissue infl ammation
• Eradicates bacteria and virus
• Biopsies
• Wisdom Teeth Exposure

• Reduce snoring and sleep apnea by re-fi rming 
sagging mouth tissue

• Regenerating damaged nerves
• Bone regeneration, activates new growth
• Removing benign oral tumors
• Lip/Tongue tie release
• Stimulates natural collagen production

Why Laser Dentistry is Better:

Other Specialized Services:
• Green CT that can detect hidden jaw infections
• Full Mouth Reconstruction
• Digital Smile Design
• TMJ therapy for facial pain and jaw discomfort
• Sleep Apnea treatment without C pap or surgery
• Structural Airway and Breathing improvement
• Jaw expansion for kids and adults with gentle appliances
• Anti Aging Dentistry 
• Ultra Low Dose CT Imagery detects unseen infection

 
Accredited “Master”

with Academy of
General Dentistry

Integrative Center

703-745-5496
www.dentalexcellenceva.com
3116 Mount Vernon Ave.,  Alexandria VA

Dr. Sheri Salartash 
DDS, MAGD, NMD, IBDM, AIAOMT, FICOI, FAAIP

Board of Dental Sleep Medicine Diplomate
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age calls for electricity pro-
viders to report and publish 
reliability data to the state 
for their overall system and 
individual localities on an 
annual basis.

In addition to supporting 

statewide efforts in areas 
like flooding and affordable 
housing, the city’s legisla-
tive package also seeks more 
money for child care, school 
construction and renovation, 
broadband investment and 
the preservation and resto-
ration of Douglass Memorial 

Cemetery, a historic Black 
cemetery.

Taylor also presented a 
number of areas where Al-
exandria aims to preserve or 
expand local authority. The 
package calls for localities 
to have more authority over 
increasing funding for K-12 

education, modernizing lo-
cal tax structures, preserving 
and expanding tree canopy 
and enhancing safety around 
high rise buildings. There 
are other items that the city 
has no authority to regulate, 
such as the ability to ban or 
regulate gas-powered leaf 
blowers and designate loca-
tions for red light and speed 
cameras, that the legislative 
package aims to address.

The proposed legisla-
tive package also focuses on 
equity and supporting and 
protecting some of the city’s 
most vulnerable populations. 
Some of the package priori-
ties include: targeted support 
for eviction prevention, such 
as a 10-day eviction appeal 
window and limit on annual 
rent increases; expansion of 
voter access; increased ac-
cess to legal representation 
in child welfare cases and 
limitations on qualified im-
munity for law enforcement 
officers involved in excessive 
use of force cases.

Taylor cautioned council 
that the city’s climate and 
energy goals are unlikely to 
align with goals of the in-
coming administration. 

“I think this is one section 
where we would want to put 
down some markers about 
protecting some efforts that 
have happened recently ... 
protecting some progress 
that has been made over the 
last couple of years,” Taylor 
said. “... This area in particu-
lar might not be the time for 
new; it might be the time for 
some protection and playing 
some defense.”

“I know there’s already 
been press about the stated 
intent of the new majority in 
the House of Delegates to try 
to gut some of that [climate] 
legislation, and we certainly 
need the state to continue 
their progress in order for us 
to achieve our local goals,” 
Wilson said. “We’ll certain-
ly stand strong to make sure 
that doesn’t happen.”

Despite the change in 
leadership at the state lev-

el, Taylor said she remains 
hopeful that many of the 
city’s goals, such as the pro-
posed infrastructure invest-
ments, will find bipartisan 
support.

“We just had an election, 
and things are going to look a 
lot different down in Richmond 
than they did last session. That 
being said, I think we bring a lot 
of issues to the table that are 
either non-partisan or biparti-
san,” Taylor said.

Outgoing Democratic Gov. 
Ralph Northam will propose 
his budget on the way out the 
door on Dec. 16. The Virginia 
Senate and House of Delegates 
will then take over on Jan. 12, 
deliberating and eventually 
settling on a budget over the 
course of a 60-day session to 
send to Youngkin.

Taylor, who has experi-
ence working for minority 
Democrats in the Oklahoma 
state senate, said the shift in 
political climate will mean 
the city has to revise how it 
approaches the upcoming 
General Assembly session. 
The city’s delegation will 
have to focus on “looking 
for opportunities for incre-
mental progress, looking for 
ways to solve problems a 
little differently and looking 
for ways to bring folks, bring 
stakeholders to the table, 
bring different friends to the 
table,” Taylor said.

The mayor said region-
al collaboration through-
out Northern Virginia will 
become even more vital in 
achieving Alexandria’s stat-
ed legislative priorities over 
the next few years.

“Given some of the po-
litical realities, it’s going to 
require the region to speak 
very clearly and work togeth-
er across the region,” Wilson 
said. “… I think there’s going 
to be a desire to band togeth-
er and speak for Northern Vir-
ginia as much as we possibly 
can because it’s going to be 
a very different geographical 
scenario down in Richmond 
for the upcoming session.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience.

DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Since our first renovation 60 years ago we've
been a team of visionaries. Our unique approach
to the remodeling process is tried and true. 
It's so effective that we had to give it a name:
The CaseStudy‰. We guide you through every 
step, using 3D renderings to bring new 
possibilities to light. At every phase of our work,
we'll maintain strict attention to time and budget. 
Don't forget our 5-year warranty. Because you 
are our highest priority.

The CaseStudy‰

Located in Old Town at 
the corner of Washington 
& King. Because during 
these times, home is more 
important than ever.

Always Alexandria
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WEEKLY BRIEFING
Nonprofit collects 1,000 
coats for residents

City to hold Veterans Day ceremony
The City of Alexandria 

and Friends of Rocky Versace 
will host the 20th Annual 
Veterans Day Ceremony to-
day, according to a news re-
lease. 

Set to be held at the Mount 
Vernon Recreation Center 
from 1 to 2 p.m., the event 
will honor the 68 Alexandri-
ans who either died during 
the Vietnam War or are still   

missing, and all veterans of 
the U.S. Armed forces. 

According to the release, 
the ceremony will feature a 
presentation of the Depart-
ment of Defense Vietnam 
Veteran Lapel Pin to qual-
ified veterans by Joseph E. 
DeFrancisco, retired lieu-
tenant general of the U.S. 
Army. It will also include 
recognition of Gold Star 

families in attendance and 
a wreath laying and tribute 
to Alexandrian and Medal 
of Honor recipient Captain 
Humbert Roque “Rocky” 
Versace. 

For more information 
about the memorial, visit 
https://www.alexandriava.
gov/recreation/default.aspx-
?id=120948. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Fort Ward Museum to hold 
Civil War tours 

In recognition of Veterans 
Day, Fort Ward Museum will 
offer soldier-led Civil War 
tours on Nov. 13.

Two free 90-minute tours 
will be held at 11 a.m. and 
2 p.m, weather permitting. 
A union army soldier in-
terpreter will teach partic-
ipants about the history of 
Fort Ward, army life in the 
Civil War Defenses of Wash-

ington and construction of 
Civil War forts. Highlights 
include the reconstructed 
Officers’ Hut and ceremo-
nial entrance gate, and the 
fort’s fully restored North-
west bastion, according to 
the release. 

The tours will take place 
at Fort Ward, the fifth largest 
of the Union forts known as 
the Defenses of Washington 

with about 90% of its earth-
work walls preserved, locat-
ed at 4301 West Braddock 
Road. Year round, the muse-
um offers exhibits on Civil 
War topics, interpretive pro-
grams, living history activi-
ties and more.

For more information, 
visit alexandriava.gov/Fort-
Ward. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Hearts of Empowerment, 
a nonprofit that works with 
charities and local govern-
ments to fundraise and raise 
awareness for specific causes, 
recently collaborated with the 
Alexandria Residential Hous-
ing Authority on its annual 
coat drive to provide more 
than 1,000 winter coats to res-
idents, according to a news re-
lease. ARHA’s coat drive aims 
to assist low income fami-
lies who are facing hardship 

during the winter months.
Hearts of Empowerment 

was not the only organiza-
tion to provide a helping 
hand with ARHA’s efforts. 
The George Mason Universi-
ty men’s volleyball team was 
also on hand to collect and 
distribute coats. Roaming 
Rooster, a chicken sandwich 
restaurant, also provided 
meals for staff who assisted 
with the event.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Chewish Deli hopes to 
open on King Street

Chewish Deli, a local fa-
vorite for bagel lovers, an-
nounced plans to open a sec-
ond location on King Street.

According to a per-
mit submitted to the city, 
Chewish Deli owner Gregg 
Linzey is eyeing 1640 King 
St., which was formerly a 

Dunkin’ Donuts, for his sec-
ond brick and mortar shop. 
After creating a food truck to 
serve his bagels out of during 
the pandemic, Linzey found 
great success and opened 
his first physical shop at 807 
Pendleton St. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

City nears end of city 
manager search

During Tuesday night’s 
legislative meeting, City 
Council moved to estab-
lish three different advi-
sory committees to help 
interview the final set of 
candidates for the role of 
city manager.

City Manager Mark Jinks 
announced his retirement 
in June, and since then the 
city has been engaged in a 
five-month long search for 
his replacement. The three 
advisory committees will be 
comprised of different in-
terest groups: stakeholders, 
which includes citizens who 
have been selected by the 
members of City Council, city 
employees and leaders from 

various city departments as 
well as Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools.

During the meeting, 
Councilor Canek Aguirre 
criticized the lack of Latino 
representation among the 
committee selections.

“Our city is 18% Latino, 
and yet with the two em-
ployee committees, there’s 
virtually no Latino represen-
tation. I know that we have 
Latino staff here in the city,” 
Aguirre said.

According to the city, the 
interview process will end 
this month. Whoever comes 
into the role will begin work 
in December or January.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Real people
Really Living

At Silverado our focus is on  
our resident quality of LIFE  
providing personalized  
engagement programs in  
an open and thriving  
atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with Memory Loss
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ACPS shares results of equity survey
As part of Alexandria 

City Public Schools ACPS 
2025: Equity for All Strate-
gic Plan, the school system 
conducted its first equi-
ty climate survey in June 
2021. With results collect-
ed from almost 5,000 staff 
members, families and stu-
dents in grade 6 to 12, ACPS 
released preliminary data 
from the survey on Nov. 5.

Designed to gather 
feedback from stakehold-
ers to identify areas of 
need and improvement in 
ACPS, the survey focused 
on eight main themes: 
school climate; instruction 
and learning; teachers and 
instructional climate; eq-
uity; restorative practices; 
social-emotional environ-

ment and supports; family 
engagement and staff pro-
fessional environment.

The survey results re-
vealed that most families, 
staff and students have 
positive perceptions of 
their learning environ-
ments and teachers. Ac-
cording to an ACPS news 
release, 81% of the stu-
dents surveyed reported 
that they feel welcome at 
school, 76% said they feel 
encouraged to participate 
in their learning and 88% 
said that teachers provide 
extra support when need-
ed.

For staff, 98% said they 
have positive relation-
ships with their students 
and 92% said they have 

similarly positive relation-
ships with their fellow staff 
members, while 70% felt 
that technology access is 
equitable.

The survey also re-
vealed places where ACPS 
needs to continue address-
ing inequities, particularly 
when it comes to restor-
ative practices, distribut-
ing resources equitably 
across the entirety of ACPS 
and ensuring students, 
staff and parent feedback 
is heard and valued when 
making decisions.

According to ACPS, the 
results of the survey will 
go toward informing im-
provements in individual 
schools and in specific de-
partments.

PHOTO/GRACE EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

Halloween parade
Grace Episcopal School staff get in the Halloween spirit for the school’s 
annual Early Childhood Halloween Parade.
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Alexandria Country Day 
School provides a personalized 
experience for children, which 
leads to superior preparation 
for continuing academic and 
personal success. Students 
are challenged by the school’s 
curriculum, which uses lead-
ing methodologies, effective 
assessment and thoughtfully 
integrated technology. High-

ly trained and engaging fac-
ulty take a student-centered 
approach to instruction and 
spark enthusiasm for learn-
ing. An emphasis on speaking, 
writing and multimedia com-
munication skills across all 
areas of the curriculum better 
prepares students for school, 
work and life.  

The school’s approach to 

instruction encourages re-
flection, self-awareness, and 
critical thinking — skills 
that are essential to current 
and future academic success. 
ACDS’ attention to balance 
and social-emotional learn-
ing help its students become 
kind, empathetic and commu-
nity-minded individuals who 
work effectively with others 

and engage in respectful dis-
course. ACDS graduates are 
generous, kind, thoughtful, 
articulate and confident indi-
viduals. They are successful at 
highly regarded independent 
day and boarding high schools, 
and in public school STEM, 
honors and IB programs.

This is advertorial content.

Alexandria Country Day School

PHOTOS/ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
Left: A sixth grader learns how to read a graduated cylinder. 
Right: Second graders work together in math class.

School name: Alexandria 

Country Day School

Address: 2400 Russell Road. 

Year founded: 1983

Grades: Kindergarten 

through 8th grade

Number of students: 213 

Mission: Challenge students 

intellectually; inspire their 

confidence, curiosity and 

creativity; and prepare them 

to thrive in a diverse and 

complex world by ensuring that 

they are independent learners, 

effective communicators, 

community minded citizens, 

and balanced individuals. 

Website: acdsnet.org 

Contact: Liz Hendrickson 

at 703-837-1303 or 

lhendrickson@acdsnet.org 

AT A GLANCE

School Profile



Extracurriculars resume 
at Fusion Academy

Having transitioned back 
to in-person classes, Fusion 
Academy has begun to re-
vive its various extracurric-
ular clubs and activities, in-
cluding a school-based rock 
band club, a newspaper and 
an art collective.

The band club has start-
ed to create music projects 
and recordings, including 
at least one original song, 
and the students are cur-
rently working to improve 
their ability to understand 
each other and play cohe-
sively as a group. They have 
many different instruments 
at their disposal, and sorting 
through all of this has been 
an obstacle for the band, but 
as a group they persevere 
and find common ground.

The newspaper club has 
also been busy creating a 
schoolwide, online periodical 
called The Gadfly focused on 
both school events and larger 
issues that the students are 
involved or interested in.

The art club has decid-
ed to create an installation 
of a dragon made from pa-

per and cardboard to go in 
the school’s hallway. The 
dragon will be several feet 
in length and will require 
weeks of work.

Fusion Academy special-
izes in one-on-one classes 
with one teacher and one 

student, and these extra 
activities give students an 
opportunity to connect with 
their peers academically 
and socially in order to de-
velop more practical skills 
that can lead to real-world 
applications. 
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ACPS sets new deadline for 
Thanksgiving meals

As part of Alexandria 
City Public Schools’ nutri-
tion services, students are 
eligible to receive meals 
during Thanksgiving break, 
as long pre-orders are made 
by today, ACPS announced 
on Nov. 5. ACPS’ Thanksgiv-
ing break has been extended 
this year and now runs from 
Nov. 22 to 26, the entire 
week of the holiday.

Those between the age 
of 2 and 18 are eligible to 
receive meals over the hol-
iday break, and families who 
pre-order meals will receive 
five days’ worth of meals per 
child, including breakfast 
and lunch. To sign up for 
meals, visit https://acpsweb.
wufoo.com/forms/w11nxx-
1o0dp4ihd/.

Meal delivery will take 

place on Nov. 22 and Nov. 24 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., 
according to an ACPS news 
release. Prior to the meal 
arriving, families will re-
ceive a phone call notifying 
them that their delivery is 
en route. Families will need 
to meet the driver curbside, 
and masks are required 
when interacting with driv-
ers.

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Chicks born
Two baby chicks, named Butter and Kindergarten Bird, along with six 
eggs have joined the kindergarten class at Alexandria Country Day 
School while the students learn about farms and the life cycle of a 
chicken and wait for the eggs to hatch.

PHOTO/FUSION ACADEMY
A student from the art club stands over the paper dragon that the 
club is constructing.

Give it 
a Shot!

Wear a mask.

#VaxALX

Protect Yourself & Your Community.
The Alexandria Times encourages all 
residents to get the COVID vaccine 
when available.

We welcome you to our Opeq House 

Alexandria, T01_ 

ON WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 17, 2021 AT 9:00 AM 

Masks are required. 



Browne raises dwarfism awareness
On Oct. 25, Browne Acad-

emy celebrated Internation-
al Dwarfism Awareness Day. 
To support little people, 
their families and a family 
in the Browne community, 
the school invited students, 
staff and faculty to wear 
green. 

The community celebrat-
ed advocacy, pride and the 
willingness to fight for equity 
for little people like Browne 
junior kindergarten student 
Nia, as they continue break-
ing physical and social barri-
ers. 

Spreading awareness of 
dwarfism and honoring little 
people was just one of the 
ways Browne Academy cel-
ebrated diversity, one of the 
school’s core values.
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Immanuel launches 
Month of Service

Immanuel Lutheran 
School’s annual Month 
of Service commenced on 
Nov. 1. Throughout the 
month, the entire Imman-
uel community comes to-
gether with an intention-
al focus on service to the 
community through a vari-
ety of projects.

Through a partnership 
with Christ House in Old 
Town, ILS families will 
serve area families who 
endure food insecurity this 
Thanksgiving by providing 
at least 60 Thanksgiving 
meals. Students and teach-
ers are also raising funds to 
help purchase Thanksgiv-

ing turkeys to be included 
with the meals. Addition-
ally, throughout the month 
the Immanuel commu-
nity is working together 
to fill the food pantry at 
Christ House. Last year’s 
ILS month-long food drive 
collected more than 1,400 
pounds of food.

Throughout the month, 
Immanuel teachers and 
staff are doing an addi-
tional collection of baby 
supplies for mothers, fa-
thers and babies supported 
by the Assist Pregnancy 
Center. Staff will deliver 
these supplies in early De-
cember.

PHOTO/BROWNE ACADEMY
Browne Academy students wear green in honor of International Dwarf-
ism Awareness Day.

5 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   |   BlackwallHitchAlexandria.com   |   (703) 739-6090
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Flavor
PORT CITY

COURTESY PHOTO
From traditional options to experimental twists on the classic turkey dinner, Alexandria restaurants are offering a diverse array of Thanksgiving meals this year.

Festive feasts
Local restaurants provide a variety of Thanksgiving Day offerings

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The spooky sights and after dark delights of Halloween are firmly in the rear view, and 
Thanksgiving is just around the corner. While the holiday is an opportunity to reflect on life 
and celebrate the people and connections that fill our lives with joy, it also comes with added 
stress for the person cooking up all that delicious food.

SEE THANKSGIVING | 24
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For some, Thanksgiving 
is not just one day: The days 
leading up to it are just as 
eventful, with meal prep, 
cooking and the stress that 
ensues from trying to make 
the day so special. Fortunate-
ly, Alexandria’s cornucopia 
of local restaurants are on 
hand to assist. 

Last year, due to the pan-
demic, Thanksgiving was dif-
ferent for a lot of people. At 
a time when being indoors 
with a crowd of people posed 
a serious health threat, the 
traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner was not a possibility 
for many. In lieu of a home-
cooked festive feast, many 
families turned to their local 
eateries for alternatives. 

This year, with effective 
vaccines widely available, 
things are a little different and 
family gatherings are possible 
once again, but Alexandria 
restaurants still have a range 
of Thanksgiving options for 
families that want to cele-
brate the holiday out of the 
house – or out of the kitchen. 
From traditional Thanksgiv-
ing dinner served in a 19th 
century dining room to mod-
ern twists on holiday classics, 
here are just a few of the Port 
City’s festive offerings.

Historic hosts
For those intent on having 

a truly traditional Thanks-

giving meal, look no fur-
ther than Gadsby’s Tavern 
Restaurant. 

Alexandria’s streets are 
drenched in history, and 
Gadsby’s Tavern, first con-
structed in the late 18th 
century, is a cornerstone of 
the city’s story. The tavern 
was more than just a place 
for people to share food and 
drink – it was where bur-
geoning political minds first 
had conversations about the 
future of a new nation.

Today, that history lives 
on in tours of the Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum and the 
food and drink served in the 
restaurant that was built in a 
19th century colonial dining 
room. 

For Thanksgiving, Gads-
by’s offers a traditional set of 
options for its three courses. 
This year, guests can start 
with either the tavern sal-
ad, consisting of mixed field 
greens, red grapes and roast-
ed peanuts with a white bal-
samic and honey dressing, or 
the Surrey Co. peanut soup, 
which features roasted pea-
nuts simmered in chicken 
stock with garlic and ginger 
for a hint of spice.

No Thanksgiving meal is 
complete without turkey, and 
this year, Gadsby’s is serving 
its bird with a savory giblet 
gravy and glazed Virginia 
ham. Gadsby’s turkey dinner 
also comes with an impres-
sive array of fixings: sage 

cornbread stuffing, cran-
berry chutney, smashed red 
potatoes, candied yams and 
a vegetable medley. Those 
who want something a lit-
tle different can also choose 
Gadsby’s herb-crusted rock-
fish covered in a lemon but-
ter sauce and served with 
smashed red potatoes and a 
vegetable medley for their 
main dish.

For dessert, Gadsby’s also 
sticks with the Thanksgiving 
classics. Diners can choose 
either pecan or pumpkin pie 
topped with vanilla-laced 
whipped cream. All meals 
come with Gadsby’s famous 
Sally Lunn bread, cornbread 
and whipped lemon butter 
for some zest.

Thanksgiving meals are 
$58 per person – half-priced 
for children under age 12 – and 
seating times are scheduled at 
noon, 2:30, 5 and 7:30 p.m.

Eating Thanksgiving din-
ner in the Gadsby’s Tavern 
Restaurant is an opportunity 
to reconnect with family – and 
maybe even the famous fig-
ures of the Washingtonian era.

Caribbean carousing
If you’re tired of the awk-

ward silences that accompa-
ny most Thanksgiving din-
ners, Trademark Drink and 
Eat in the Carlyle neighbor-
hood has a solution: rum.

Trademark is offering its 
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Fontaine ‘To Go’ Coffee Shop (2 doors right)  
7 am to 2:30 pm daily -- Coffee, croissants, locally made pastries & more!

Fontaine Caffe open daily!

FONTAINE Mon. - Fri. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm; 
5:30 - 10:00 pm 
Sat. - Sun. - 9 am - 10 pm

Dine in, try curbside take out or local delivery  
www.fontainebistro.com | 703-535-8151
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“Rums of the Caribbean” 
Thanksgiving turkey dinners 
for pick up or dine in. The 
turkey is brined and roast-
ed using Trademark’s cus-
tom Bright and Stormy Grog 
cocktail, which is full of lively 
hints of ginger, lime, basil and 
citra hops as well as darker, 
deeper flavors from brown 
sugar, cinnamon and allspice.

The Carlyle-based neigh-
borhood bar’s rummed-up 
bird is available for pickup as 
a full turkey, which serves four 
to six people and comes with 
three sides and a dessert, or 
as a half turkey with two sides 
and one dessert for a smaller 
party of two to three people. 
Sides include everything from 
festive green beans served 
with cranberries and almonds 
to roasted sweet potatoes 
covered in old fashioned rum 
cocktail butter. The full tur-
key option runs $149, while 
the half turkey option is $99.

The rum-soaked ride con-
tinues in Trademark’s selection 
of four desserts: rum pecan pie, 
cranberry and apple tart, win-
ter spiced dark chocolate torte 
and classic carrot cake.

The three-course dine-
in option is $40 per person 
and includes one starter, a 
choice of two main cours-
es, including the turkey and 
wild mushroom-filled, ap-
ple thyme cream-covered 
pumpkin ravioli and one of 

the four desserts.

Waterfront festivities
Ada’s on the River’s sea-

food-filled Thanksgiving 
menu proves that sometimes 
it’s alright to eschew tradi-
tion. For $59 per person – 
and $19 per person 12 and 
younger – diners at Ada’s get 
a three-course Thanksgiving 
meal that evokes more surf 
and less turf. 

It starts with the three 
options for appetizers, in-
cluding a playful twist on the 
standard potato side dish. 
The preserved root vegeta-
ble tartare includes a tangy 
horseradish cream, crispy 
capers, shallots and herbs. 
Diners can also choose to 
order seared scallops served 
with corn fumet, pickled corn 
and a brown butter crumble 
or the oxtail ragu, which is 
served with Parisienne gnoc-
chi, garlic bread crumbs and 
pickled chiles for a little kick.

Ada’s three entrée options 
include a turkey dinner, but 
this Thanksgiving staple has 
been reinvented as well.

“Instead of a whole carved 
turkey, we’re going to do a 
turkey roulade,” Brandon 
Whitestone, corporate chef 
for Ada’s parent company, 
Alexandria Restaurant Part-
ners, said. “[We’ve] boned out 
the turkey, make a rillette out 
of a leg so the meat is basi-
cally slow cooked in butter 
and aromatics and stuffed 

into the breast and then 
rolled and tied and cooked in 
our coal burning oven.”

Alongside the roulade 
comes rye bread stuffing, 
hashbrown pave, smoked 
shallot and thyme gravy and 
cranberry-charred orange 
preserves for a citrusy, acid-
ic twist. Diners who want to 
leave tradition entirely can 
opt for a seared halibut or 
prime filet mignon instead.

Ada’s three dessert options 
include a pumpkin tart, a play 
on classic pumpkin pie; ma-
ple pecan cheesecake served 
with a whipped, Mediterra-
nean-style yogurt called lab-
neh, candied pecans and dec-
adently sweet maple caramel; 
and a ginger-blood orange 
parfait that mixes ginger pan-
na cotta, blood orange gelatin 
and white chocolate mousse.

Ada’s Thanksgiving menu 
will be served from 11 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Whitestone said that 
even though several of ARP’s 
restaurants took more than 
300 Thanksgiving orders last 
year during the pandemic, 
this year is a welcome return 
to at least some sense of nor-
malcy at a time when fami-
lies need it most.

“This year, a couple of our 
locations are approaching 
being sold out already. Peo-
ple are excited to get back 
out and return to a normal 
holiday, more or less,” White-
stone said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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THANKSGIVING FEAST
Spice Kraft Indian Bistro

ALEXANDRIA -PH 703-836-6363  | ARLINGTON - PH 703-527-5666
www.spicekraftva.com

Your holiday headquarters for 
Handcraaed pies
Scratch-made family dinners 
Hand decorated cookies 
Seasonal lattes 
& More!

1508 Mount Vernon Avenue  | JunctionBakery.com | @JunctionBakery



A thoughtful holiday season
When celebrating  
in 2021, the simpler,  
the better
BY ELIZABETH MYLLENBECK

After what we have all 
been through over the almost 
two years since the pandem-
ic started, recalibration is 
bound to happen. Recalibra-
tion in how we consider life 
in general and how we cele-

brate it as well.
It’s also time to lighten up 

and celebrate what is really 
important – our friends, fam-
ily and our own health and 
wellness. That said, let’s have 
a wonderful holiday season 
and create a beautiful bubble 
of joy in how and what we 
celebrate this season. 

Thoughtful gift giving and 
carefully planned parties are all 

on trend this year. It’s all about 
“hygge,” a Danish concept that 
equates to coziness and the 
delightful, simple things that 
make a wonderful life. 

The pandemic is slowly 
easing, but there are reali-
ties that we have to consider. 
First and foremost, remember 
those who are vulnerable, and 
include them in your festiv-
ities in the safest way that 
you can without risking any-
one’s health. Supply chain 
issues are already a big prob-
lem: Get your shopping done 
right away if you need to. If 
not, then consider an old-
timey style holiday season 
with warmth, great food and 
amazing drinks. What is more 
important than those lovely 
relationships we need to re-

kindle, treasure and cherish?
Celebrate life. This season 

is all about doing things to-
gether and renewing close-
ness. Bring on the home 
baked goods and have your 
guests decorate them at your 

party. Have a gingerbread 
house-building contest and 
see who wins. You can bake it 
all and whip up some amazing 
frostings and candies or you 
can find kits and, with some 
store-bought cream cheese 
frosting and extra candy dec-
orations, create a super fun 
activity for people of all ages.

Decorations are all about 
nature and celebrating the 
outdoors. Homemade dec-
orations and gifts are more 
meaningful from the loved 
ones who gave them to you. 
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When decorating your home for entertaining, celebrate nature and 
the outdoors with colors and scents that evoke autumn.
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Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Visit to find that  
special holiday wine 

or one-of-a-kind 
wine gift at your  

desired price point!
Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 

703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

This Thanksgiving, 
try our party  

platters or let us 
provide the best 
side dishes ever!

Check out our new Thanksgiving
baked goods menu this year

(bread rolls, scones, and shoofly pie)!

Looking for
an experiential gift?

We offer group, private,
and corporate

baking and pasta classes! 
Call 202.904.5305

or go to:
 frompoliticstopastry.com

to learn more!

Order early for the holidays!

Pup or no pup, be sure to check
out Alexandria's favorite new bar!

DOGS. BEER. FOOD.

529 E Howell Ave,
Alexandria, VA 22301

J U S T F I N E
d o n u t s

AT The Dairy Godmother
2 3 1 0  M T.  V E R N O N  A V E

A L E X A N D R I A ,  V A  2 2 3 0 1

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK AT 9AM

Elegant, spacious, 19th c  
ballroom in the heart of  

Old Town-the perfect place  
appropriate micro-entertaining.

Now accepting holiday
bookings

571-263-9805 
bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online atVisit  
Alexandria Unique venues and 

on Wedding Wire.

Union
Square
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Soft golds and silvers with 
greenery with lovely twinkle 
lights are always in. Candle 
scents of the outdoors, in-
cluding anything from pine 
to tobacco to amber, are per-
fect. Anything that makes 
your home more personal 
and warms the heart is all 
part of hygge. 

Also on-trend is to get 
outdoors and enjoy nature. 
Consider roasting marsh-
mallows fireside, and making 
s’mores, walking in a leafy 

park or wandering about Old 
Town and enjoying history 
while stopping in at the local 
shops and eateries. Last year, 
we learned to dress warmly 
and go to our favorite restau-
rant with an extra blanket 
in tow. The Scandinavian 
countries have a saying that 
“there is no such thing as bad 
weather, just bad clothes.” 
Embrace the cold and have a 
memorable moment.

This season is also all 
about getting back to basics 
when it comes to the holi-
day party: a curated guest 

list and amazing homemade 
food that is simple and deli-
cious. Or have an open house 
style party to allow a flow of 
friends coming and going.

Bake a ham and a turkey, 
make some fettuccine al-
fredo and a crunchy salad. 
Pop a homemade apple crisp 
into the oven or make sim-
ple baked apples and serve 
them with your best vanilla 
ice cream. Follow Ina Gar-
ten’s excellent advice: Do 
not make more than three 
or four things. Supplement 
your main dishes with a fab-
ulous cheese and charcuterie 
board with plenty of olives, 
cornichons and spreads that 
complement great breads. 
Delight in the local choco-
late shops and bakeries for 
sweets. Excellent beverages 
are a must. 

Eggnogs and hot choco-
lates – spiked for the adults 
– and warm mulled wine are 
perfect party drinks. Spar-
kling wine and apple ciders 
are a natural part of the sea-
son and are also refreshing. 

Find some great wines as 
well, such as a merlot, syrah 
or a good pinot noir. With its 
warm cherry and mushroom, 
forest floor earthiness, pinot 
noir goes with everything 
“holiday.” Chill it slightly 
before serving and it is even 
better. As it warms up, it will 
open and fill the glass with 
the perfect complement to 

the meal. 
That said, let’s have a 

wonderful holiday season 
and create a beautiful bubble 
of joy in how we celebrate 
and what we celebrate this 
holiday season. Simple is 
good – really good.

The writer is CEO and 
owner of Sonoma Cellar.
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Neighborhood Provision  
Chef Dan Fisher’s stuffing
Ingredients
3 lb ciabatta, roughly diced and 
left to dry or lightly toasted in 
the oven
1.5 lb large, diced onion
1.5 lb diced celery
Minimum of half a pound of 
butter

1 quart turkey stock, preferably 
roasted but anything better 
than water will do in a pinch
Sage
Thyme
Salt and pepper

You can use any bread. I prefer bread with some gluten 
so that it holds up and doesn’t turn to mush. I would 
avoid sour bread. It’s important to let the bread dry 
out, so it is able to absorb the butter and stock.
And don’t forget: Trust your senses when cooking. If you feel 
you want more or less of something, try it out, and don’t stress! 

Directions
Melt butter in a medium-sized 
pot, then add your onions and 
saute for a few minutes. Add cel-
ery and simmer until the veggies 
are cooked through. Thinly slice 
the amount of sage you like while 
cooking and pick a small handful 
of thyme. Add the herbs for the 
last minute or two of cooking.

Put the stock on the stove; 
bring to a boil, then turn off.

Toss butter/vegetable mixture 
with bread in a large bowl, or if you 
have space, the cooking pot will 
do. Let it marinate for a few min-
utes covered and then mix again.

At this point add enough stock 
to bring it all together. Add your 

stock little by little because you 
can’t unadd stock. You’re looking 
for a cohesive mass when you 
take a handful and squeeze it. 

Adjust for salt and pepper. 
Don’t be afraid to use as much 
as it needs. 

Bake your stuffing in a casserole 
dish until it gets crispy on top, or 
stuff it into a butterflied brined 
turkey breast. For the latter, tie 
it back up and roast it at 300 
degrees until it sits at 165 de-
grees internally. Note: it’s unsafe 
to put warm stuffing into a bird. 
The stuffing needs to be properly 
cooled first. If you intend to stuff 
the bird, make it a day ahead so 
it has time to fully cool. 

A Roaring 
Good Time!

theloftatlenas.com | 703-683-5330
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WHOLE CHICKEN DINNER
Sunday NightSunday Night

3.5lb Whole Smoked Chicken  •  3 Sides

3 pieces House-Made Cornbread$29.95$29.95

B u r g e R
Bundle

Family
M O N D A YM O N D A Y

$49.95$49.95

4 Classic Build Your Own Burgers   
4 Hand Cut Fries 

 4 Beverages 
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Thanksgiving wine pairings
Trying to decide what 
wine to serve at your 
holiday table? Think 
about your stuffing.
BY LISA KADIC

Thanksgiving is a spe-
cial holiday in the U.S. and 
is meant to celebrate the 
current harvest and other 
blessings of the past year. Al-
though we all think to cele-
brate and give thanks for fam-
ily, we should also honor the 
people who work to harvest 
the abundance of items on 
our tables, including grapes 
for wine, when sitting down 
to our Thanksgiving feasts. 

Speaking of wine, there 
are loads of choices to con-
sider for traditional Thanks-
giving meals. One way to 
navigate the abundance of 
choices is to open a few bot-
tles of reds, whites, roses and 
sparkling wines and let your 
guests choose their match. 
If that doesn’t suit you, then a useful guide is to let your 

stuffing or in some homes 
dressing be your guide. 

There are hundreds of ways 
to make stuffing, so think about 
your core ingredients. whether 
it is sausage, oyster, mush-
rooms or veggies and pair your 
wines with those ingredients. 
Oyster stuffing, for example, 
would beg for a classic, crisp 
and mineral driven Chablis, a 
chardonnay. Chablis is mostly 
stainless steel aged, so it won’t 
overwhelm the oysters in stuff-
ing. You could also select a dry 
sparkling wine as the nice acid 
in these wines will cut through 
some of the richness of butter 
or other ingredients in stuffing. 

A sausage stuffing will 
pair nicely with a dry Riesling 
or red wines such as a gren-
ache-based Rhone or an Amer-
ican classic like Zinfandel. Cru 
Beaujolais, a Gamay wine, is 
another great choice. The Cru 
Beaujolais is unlike the Beau-
jolais Nouveau that is released 

and celebrated on the third 
Thursday of November. The 
Nouveau is tank fermented 
and bottled just three weeks 
after harvest and Cru Beau-
jolais is the cream of the crop 
in Beaujolais and represents 
terroir-driven wines that can 
rival some much higher priced 
Red Burgundy in France. 

If you fancy a wild mush-
room version of stuffing, 
then whip out your favorite 
pinot noir. Any of the wines 
listed here would pair with 
the host of flavors and food 
at the Thanksgiving table. 

A dry sparkling wine or 
Champagne would be the 
choice to last the entire meal 
and even carry you through 
to dessert. If you are not keen 
on bubbles with dessert, you 
can always open some Sherry, 
Sauternes or even Madeira. 

The writer is owner of 
Wine Gallery 108, locat-

ed at 108 N. Patrick St.

COURTESY PHOTO
Pairing wine with whatever stuffing you are serving is a good way to 
enhance your Thanksgiving meal.

���������A P�STRY
CLASSIC THANKSGIVING FEAST
Fresh Shenandoah Raised Turkey

Baked and served with harvest Dressing of Cornbread, Walnuts, and 
fresh Herbs, Homemade Gravy, and Cranberry Orange Relish.   

Accompanied with Homestyle  Mashed Potatoes.
12-14 lb. Turkey – 14-person Min.
16-18 lb. Turkey – 18-person Min.
20-22 lb. Turkey – 22-person Min.

Desserts
Try our Apple Tart with walnuts & cranberries OR Pies

(apple, pecan, pumpkin or mincemeat)
OR Cheesecakes (cranberry or pumpkin)

$16.99 Per person

Spend your holidays with 
HOPS N SHINE

with our heated patio and tent, hot 
chocolate cocktails, & mulled wine! 

Coming soon our 3rd Annual 
12 Beers of Christmas  

www.hopsnshine.com
fb.com/hopsnshine
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The yesteryears of the Seminary community 
Descendents 
remember a 
progressive, historic 
Black neighborhood
BY CHAR MCCARGO BAH

Long ago during the Civil 
War and after, many African 
Americans migrated to the 
Seminary area called Falls 
Church. They bought land, 
built houses and raised their 
children in that rural com-
munity of Seminary. Their 
families intermarried with 
other African American fam-
ilies that were in the commu-
nity. After many generations, 
the people in that communi-
ty all became related to one 
another in some way or an-
other.

The community built a 
church called Oakland Bap-
tist Church, which is now lo-
cated on King Street, in the 
late 1880s and they built an 
elementary school. By 1920, 
that part of Falls Church was 
incorporated into the City of 
Alexandria. Due to urban re-
newal, families moved out of 
the community – some left 
for job opportunities, while 
others joined the military. 
Those who left often re-
turned to the community to 

visit the families that stayed. 
This past summer, mem-

bers of two of the families 
that left returned to Seminary 
for a special event at the Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary. 
They were descendants of the 
Simms and Thomas families: 
Steven Simms, Charles Toms 
and Brenda Terrell. Steven is 
a cousin of Charles and Bren-
da. Their mothers, Mary Eliz-
abeth Thomas Simms and 
Earnesteen Thomas Terrell 
Toms, were sisters who were 
born and raised in the Semi-
nary community. 

Steven remembered how 
close his family was. He said 
that his own grandfather, 
Daniel Simms, always lived 
in their household, which 
consisted of not only David 
but Steven’s parents and his 
eight siblings.

Steven reminisced about 
his family in Seminary.

“My grandmother had 
a very generous heart. She 
brought me a red bike that 
almost weighed about one 
hundred pounds. I used to 
clean that bike every day. I 
even registered it at the po-
lice station,” Steven said. 

Unfortunately, one day 
when he parked the bike 

outside, someone stole it. 
He walked up and down the 
neighborhood looking for it, 
but he never found it. That 
incident broke his heart, he 
said.

After Brenda and Charles’ 
mother left the community, 
Earnesteen left the Seminary 
area. Brenda would come to 
Seminary during the summer 
to see the Terrell and Thomas 

families. She said Seminary 
was a rural place in the 1950s 
and the 1960s. 

Brenda said she still has 
fond memories of her grand-
mother, Mary Elizabeth. Her 
family believed that she was 
their grandmother’s favorite 
grandchild. Brenda admired 
her grandma for her belief in 
respect, honesty and respon-
sibility.

Though Charles was the 
youngest in his family, he re-
members the stories he heard 
about his grandmother from 
family members. According 
to Charles, his grandmother 
laid the foundation for their 
family. 

“Our elders created a 
bond that has continued to 
this day. We all received a lot 
of love,” Charles said. 

Many of the Seminary 
families lived in multi-
ple-family and multi-gen-
erational households. 
During hard times, the 
families pooled their re-
sources together to help 
one another survive. One 
thing Charles remembers 
most about his family was 
the undeniable love the el-
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Earnesteen Thomas Terrell Toms (left) with her husband, Herbert 
Toms. Earnesteen was born and raised in the Seminary community.
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ders had for their younger 
family members. The elders 
worked hard and recog-
nized everyone’s potential, 
Charles said.

The Simms and Thom-
as families have lived in the 
Seminary community for 
many generations. Daniel G. 
Simms Sr. lived in the Sem-
inary area before 1880; the 
Thomas family came to Sem-
inary slightly later than the 
Simms family. 

After John Samuel 
Thomas came to Seminary, 
he landed a job with the 
Virginia Theological Sem-
inary and Episcopal High 

School. He became inter-
ested in the ministry while 
working at the seminary, 
and he later migrated to 
Washington, D.C. to be-
come  a minister. One of his 
daughters married Daniel 
G. Simms III, and the other  
married Herbert Toms. His 
grandchildren now carry on 
the memories of the Semi-
nary community’s yester-
year, when the majority of 
the African American fami-
lies owned their own prop-
erty.  

Today Seminary is a dif-
ferent place for these cous-
ins, but they will always 
remember the history and 
memory of their commu-

nity. It was a vibrant and 
progressive community of 
long ago. Today you will 
find John’s descendants in 
Maryland and the southern 
part of Virginia. However, 
for most of these families, 
Seminary is the place they 
call their home.

The author is a free-
lance writer, indepen-

dent historian, geneal-
ogist and Living Legend 
of Alexandria. You can 
visit her blog at http://

www.theotheralexan-
dria.com for more about 

The Other Alexandria.

30 | NOVEMBER 11, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

The Other Alexandria

COURTESY PHOTO
Mary Elizabeth Jackson Thomas
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One thing Charles 
remembers most about 

his family was the undeniable 
love the elders had for their 
younger family members.”

Run in Nov and Dec 2021 

We’re booking interior painting projects for Jan/Feb 2022! 
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and ask about our 

W i n t e r  D i s c o u n t!  
703-684-7702 

ASK ABOUT 
OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

This turnkey home in Riv-
erside Estates features all the 
updates you can imagine – 
and some you can’t. 

This charming home has 
been freshly painted inside 
and outside and features five 
bedrooms, three full baths, 
hardwood flooring on the up-
per level and brand new luxu-
ry vinyl plank throughout the 

entire lower level. 
On the main level, find 

four large bedrooms, includ-
ing the primary that features 
an updated en suite bath-
room, and a completely reno-
vated hallway full bathroom. 
The main level also offers a 
living room flooded with nat-
ural light that opens into the 
dining area with new wain-

scoting that opens into the 
renovated kitchen and break-
fast area. 

Featuring new stain-
less-steel appliances, custom 
quartz countertops, new cab-
inetry and backsplash and 
new recessed lighting, the 
kitchen is a chef’s delight. 
Just off the kitchen, enjoy 
dinners al fresco on the re-

cently refinished deck or on 
the lower-level cement patio 
that opens into a private and 

fully fenced in flat backyard. 
Head downstairs to the 

large family room featur-
ing new windows, an elec-

tric fireplace and 60-inch 
Hisense Smart TV, which 
has already been mounted. 
Rounding out the lower lev-

Address: 8359 Orange Court 
Alexandria, VA 22309
Price: $749,900
Square feet: 2,108         
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 3
Year built: 1963
Contact:
Bonnie Rivkin | 703.598.7788 
Courtney Rivkin | 703.869.7788 
therivkingroup@compass.com 
rivkinresidential.com                                  

el is the large laundry room 
with a new washer and dryer, 
the third full bathroom and 
the fifth bedroom that can 
also be used as a den, office or 
exercise space. Other updates 
include a new HVAC, roof, 
electrical panel, hot water 
heater, elec-tric garage door 
openers and so much more.

Left: The main level living 
and dining areas connect 
to the kitchen and feature 
plenty of natural light.

Right: The renovated kitch-
en features stainless-steel 
appliances, custom quartz 
countertops and new cabi-
netry, recessed lighting
and backsplash.

Newly renovated home with high end upgrades

 PHOTOS/BTW IMAGES



‘The Harder They Fall’ is a violent blast
BY RICHARD ROEPER

What a ride.
Darkly funny, cartoon-

ishly violent and greatly en-
tertaining “The Harder They 
Fall” is a Black Western with 
an amazingly talented cast, 
some wonderfully anachro-
nistic dialogue and music – 
and an abundance of badass 
fistfights, shootouts, robber-
ies, raucous tavern sequenc-
es and showdowns on Main 
Street.

“The Harder They Fall” 
is filled with characters 
whose names evoke real-life 
19th-century Black figures, 
including Rufus Buck, Nat 
Love, Cherokee Bill and 
Stagecoach Mary, but the 
story is 100% fictional. 

After a harrowing and 
tense prologue in which we 
see Idris Elba’s Rufus Buck 
gun down a preacher and his 

wife in cold blood and then 
use a switchblade to carve 
a cross into the forehead of 
their 10-year-old son, we fast 
forward about 25 years, when 
that boy has grown up to be-
come the outlaw Nat Love 
(Jonathan Majors), who has 
spent much of his adult life 
robbing other outlaws and 
hunting down the gang mem-
bers who were present when 
his parents were killed. All 
of this is to the frustration of 
his on-and-off love interest, 
the saloon owner Stagecoach 
Mary (Zazie Beetz).

In a tightly construct-
ed, expertly rendered and 
eventually carnage-filled se-
quence aboard a locomotive, 
the notorious Buck, who has 
been behind bars for years, 
is liberated by his loyal and 
lethal gang. The Buck gang 
includes the coldly efficient 
killer Treacherous Trudy (Re-

gina King) and the genteel 
sharpshooter Cherokee Bill 
(LaKeith Stanfield), who is 

said to be the fastest gun in 
all the West.

When Nat gets word of 

Buck’s escape, he assembles 
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Troublesome Trudy (Regina King), Rufus Buck (Idris Elba) and Cherokee Bill (Lakeith Stanfield) in “The 
Harder They Fall.”
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E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311
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a posse of his own to hunt 
him down, with the gen-
der-fluid Cuffee (Danielle 
Deadwyler), the cocky and 
flashy gunman James Beck-
wourth (RJ Cyler), the rifle-
man Bill Pickett (Edi Gath-
egi) and the federal marshal 

Bass Reeves (Delroy Lindo) 
joining him and Stagecoach 
Mary.

“The Harder They Fall” 
devotes equal time to the 
machinations and adven-
tures of both gangs, adding 
to the layered complexity 
of the story and raising the 
stakes for the inevitable vi-

olent confrontation ahead. 
Rufus and his gang are cer-
tainly the villains, but every-
body in this story has a past; 
everybody has blood on their 
hands.

“The Harder They Fall” 
is filled with bold and cool 
creative choices, most no-
tably its soundtrack, which 

features everything from a 
remix of Barrington Levy/s 
seminal reggae tune “Here I 
Come” to a new tune called 
“Guns Go Bang” from Jay-Z, 
who is also a producer on the 
film, and Kid Cudi. This is 
also a beautifully shot film, 
with the Cerro Pelon Movie 
Ranch in Santa Fe, New Mex-

ico, serving as a primary lo-
cation. 

Even with all the 
shootouts and robberies, this 
is also a wonderful showcase 
for scene-stealing acting, 
with virtually everyone in 
the all-star cast getting some 
center-stage moments and 
knocking it out of the park.
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NOVEMBER 13

CIVIL WAR TOURS AT FORT 
WARD The Fort Ward Museum 
will offer soldier-led tours of 
historic Fort Ward in recogni-
tion of Veteran’s Day. Through 
these two 90-minute tours, par-
ticipants will learn about Civil 
War veterans’ organizations, 
the history of Fort Ward, army 
life in the Civil War Defenses of 
Washington and the design and 
construction of Civil War forts. 
Time: 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Location: 4301 W. Braddock 
Road
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=38158

NOVEMBER 18

WHAT MADE GEORGE WASH-
INGTON TICK? Professor Peter 
Henriques explores the life of 
George Washington, examining 
all facets of the complicated 
aspects that make up the 
portrait of one of the most 
important figures in American 
History. Dr. Henriques will be 
available to sign his newest 
book, First and Always: A New 
Portrait of George Washington. 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: 201 S. Washington St. 
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=38117 

POWER AND LIBERTY: CON-
STITUTIONALISM IN THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
Enjoy an evening honoring 
scholar Dr. Gordon S. Wood as 
he discusses his career and 
new book, Power and Liberty: 
Constitutionalism in the Amer-
ican Revolution. In the book, 
Wood discusses events like 
the imperial debate that led 
to the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the revolutionary state 
constitution making in 1776, 
slavery and the demarcation 
between public and private. 
Tickets include a signed copy 
of the book and reception. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 

Memorial Highway
Information: https://
www.visitalexandriava.
com/event/author-gor-
don-s-wood%3a-power-and-lib-
erty%3a-constitutiona-
lism-in-the-american-revolu-
tion/12016/

NOVEMBER 19

ICE & LIGHTS: THE WINTER 
VILLAGE AT CAMERON RUN 
The popular NOVA Parks win-
ter event will return this year 
until Jan. 2, 2022 with an ice 
rink, multiple holiday light 
displays, a retail area, food, 
music and more. The Ice & 
Lights village is a short drive 
from Old Town. 
Time: 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Location: 4001 Eisenhower 
Avenue
Information: https://www.
novaparks.com/events/ice-lights

NOVEMBER 20

BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD 
CIVIL WAR WALKING TOUR 
Learn about the stories of sol-
diers, citizens and self-liber-
ated enslaved people in Civil 
War Alexandria. This walking 
tour covers the military occu-
pation, the conversation of 
public and private buildings 
into hospitals and emancipa-
tion. The tour is limited to 10 
participants. Tickets are $15 
per person.
Time: 9 to 11 a.m.
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
beyond-the-battlefield-civil-
war-walking-tour/8590/

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA TREE 
LIGHTING Experience the 
city’s lighting of a 40-foot 
Holiday Tree at city hall. Santa 
will arrive at Market Square to 
help light the tree, along with 
city leaders including Mayor 
Justin Wilson. There won’t be 
photos with Santa this year, 
but there will be live music. 
Admission is free. 
Time: 6 to 7 p.m.

Location: 301 King St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/
event/city-of-alexandria-holi-
day-tree-lighting/18407/

SNOW GLOBE SERIES KICK-
OFF CONCERT Enjoy the first 
of several outdoor, pop-up style 
concerts presented by the Al-
exandria Choral Society. Each 
will take place at a different 
location and aims to create a 
performance tailored to every 
unique audience. Performances 
are free and open to the public, 
but reservations for the kick-off 
concern are required. 
Time: 6 to 7 p.m.
Location: 2247 Arlington Terrace
Information: https://www.
alexandriachoralsociety.org/
snow-globe-series

NOVEMBER 25

ALEXANDRIA TURKEY TROT 
Celebrate the 26th annual 
Turkey Trot, which will feature 
a USATF-certified five-mile 
course that starts and ends 
at George Washington Middle 
School. Cash and gift prize 
purses will be given to the win-
ning runners. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring nonperish-
able food items to support the 
nonprofit organization ALIVE!
Time: 9 a.m.
Location: 1005 Mount Vernon 
Avenue
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/
event/46th-annual-tur-
key-trot/18418/

NOVEMBER 26

MOUNT VERNON BY CANDLE-
LIGHT Enjoy a guided tour of 
George Washington’s estate by 
candlelight until Dec. 19. The 
45-minute candlelit tour of the 
historic area at Mount Vernon 
will also include a reception 
with live music, cider and cook-
ies. Costumed character actors 
will portray George Wash-
ington’s family and friends, 
and staff will share stories of 
Christmases’ past. 

Time: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: https://www.
mountvernon.org/plan-
your-visit/calendar/events/
mount-vernon-by-candle-
light/?utm_source=visitalex-
andria&utm_medium=refer-
ral_ec&utm_campaign=christ-
mas_candlelight

ALEXANDRIA SHOP SMALL 
WEEK Experience the city’s big-
gest shopping week of the year, 
which runs through Dec. 2. 
The second annual, week-long 
event features promotions in-
cluding Museum Store Sunday, 
small business Cyber Monday, 
Giving Tuesday and Giveaway 
Wednesday for a chance to win 
an overnight hotel stay, mas-
sage and gift cards. 
Time: Daily
Location: Varies
Information: https://
www.visitalexandriava.
com/event/alexan-
dria-shop-small-week/18426/

NOVEMBER 27

HOMETOWN HOLIDAYS Stop 
by Port City Brewing Company 
on Small Business Saturday 
to enjoy 30 Alexandria-based 
makers take over the parking 
lot. Take care of all your hol-
iday gift giving needs at this 
popular event, and sip wine 
while you shop. 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: 3950 Wheeler Avenue
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/
event/hometown-holi-
days-at-port-city-brewing-com-
pany/18416/

STORIES IN THE ARCHITEC-
TURE Explore the history 
of the Lee-Fendall House 
through its architecture, from 
when it was built in 1785 
through its continued use as a 
home in the twentieth century. 
The tour, limited to only 10 
participants, will include parts 
of the house that are not reg-
ularly open to the public. Tick-
ets are $10 per person. 

Time: 2 to 3:15 p.m.
Location: 614 Oronoco Street
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/
event/stories-in-the-architec-
ture/11574/

DECEMBER 4

HOLIDAY FESTIVAL AT FOR-
PEDO FACTORY Stop by the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center 
to visit with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus and browse three floors 
of open artists’ studios. Santa 
will even take a spin on the 
famous Torpedo Bike. 
Time: 2 to 8 p.m.
Location: 105 N. Union St. 
Information: https://torpedo-
factory.org/event/holiday-fes-
tival-2021/

HOLIDAY BOAT PARADE OF 
LIGHTS The 21st annual Alex-
andria Holiday Boat Parade of 
Lights will take place on Old 
Town’s waterfront, with dozens 
of brightly lit boats cruising 
along one mile of the Potomac 
River shoreline. Sponsored 
by Amazon, the event is part 
of a weekend of festivities 
including the Campagna Cen-
ter’s Scottish Christmas Walk 
Weekend and Parade. 
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: 1A Prince St. 
Information: https://www.vis-
italexandriava.com/holidays/
boat-parade/

DECEMBER 5

DEL RAY HOLIDAY TREE & 
MENORAH LIGHTING Del 
Ray’s annual holiday tree and 
menorah lighting will take 
place at Pat Miller Square. 
Mount Vernon Avenue will be 
illuminated by thousands of 
luminarias and feature store-
front windows hand-painted 
for the holidays.
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Mount Vernon Ave-
nue and E. Oxford Avenue
Information:  https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
del-ray-holiday-tree-%26-me-
norah-lighting/18409/ 



“ALSO ...” by Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg

Weekly Words

S
o

lu
ti

o
n

s 
fr

o
m

 l
a

st
 w

ee
k

ACROSS
1 Creamy-white color
5 Amethyst or ruby
8 Northeast Corridor train
13 One riding the Tube
17 People who prefer 

“Aotearoa” to “New 
Zealand”

19 “Works for me”
20 Pay tribute to
21 Intangible glow
22 “No problem if someone robs 

our train”?
25 Insect in a cloud
26 “Hmm ...”
27 U-turn from WSW
28 Little fox
29 Ziti’s longer relative
30 UFO passengers
31 Chick-___-A
32 It’s all around us
33 Language in Kathmandu
35	 Surrender	surfing	gear?
39 12/31, for short
42 Implicitly understood
45 ___-mo video
46 Round tent
47 Art counterfeiter
49 Makes up (for)
51 ENTs, e.g.
53 Invasive plants?
55 Dorsey of “Queen Sugar”
56 Arduous journey

57 Martini garnish
59 Rooster’s partner
60 Yawn-inducing
61 Fable or parable
62 “Where ___ my keys?”
63 Opera hidden in “said 

aloud”
66 Sing like Andy Williams
68 Winding curve
69 James Joyce or Enya?
72 Pop alternative?
75 Guiding belief
77 “Ah, gotcha!”
78	 Surgery	locales,	briefly
79 Have the nerve
80 Credit union offering
81 Source of hubris
83 Positive quality
85 Boatloads
86 Sound of a happy cat
87 Corn, soybeans, etc.
89 Outdoor gear store
90 Most cunning
92 “Blank Space” singer Swift
94 Flamenco cheers
96 King Sunny ___ (Nigerian juju 

legend)
98 Animals that go “Heehaw!”
99 Underwater craft
100 Local region known for small 

oranges?
104 Shoe brand
106 “How did I not get that?!”

107 Issa of “Coastal Elites”
108 Just make, with “out”
111 Get the hang of
113 “Awesome!”
115 Flight schedule stat
116 Musical scale intervals
118	Prefix	meaning	“all”
119 Leaving team members 

behind after an away game?
122 East Wing assistant
123 “Hail, Caesar!” character?
124 Scary giant
125 Music category
126 Picked hairstyles, for short
127	 Unfitting
128 “The Matrix Resurrections” 

role
129 River ferried by Charon

DOWN
1 Remy’s brother in “Ratatouil-

le”
2 West Point attendee
3 Carrots and radishes
4 Banquet hall dispensers
5	 Juniper-flavored	liquor
6 Industrious efforts
7 Unkind person
8 “Now I get it!”
9 ___ out (go kaput)
10 Finish with an even score
11 Hang around
12 Basketry, e.g.

13 Roll with a sesame variety
14 Formal orders to jog every 

day?
15 Country that celebrates 

Nowruz
16 ___ Modern (gallery by the 

Thames)
18 “That happened for a rea-

son!”
19 Areas of study
23 Lo ___ (egg noodle dish)
24 Fruit in a tart
29 El ___, Texas
34 Some downloaded docs
35 Piano lid feature
36 Songs from way back
37 Mass transit vehicle
38 Annie or Jane Eyre
40 “You betcha!”
41 Miscalculate, say
42 Sample
43 Book with legends
44 Sarcastic response to Mar-

lon’s anecdote?
48 Chewy chocolaty candy
50 Gaze
52 Hidden stockpile
54 “One more song!”
58 Amy Tan or Dan Brown
60 Automated commenter
64 Former Olympic skater 

Midori
65 Senegal’s largest city

67 Becomes oxidized
69 Roadside stopover
70 Hubbub
71 Square dance step
73 Became prominent
74 Auto body blemishes
76 Peer above a viscount
79 Flower in a chain
80 Oahu party
82 Result of doing something 

nice
84 Dramatic shift
86	 Box	score	figures	(Abbr.)
87 Seafood in California rolls
88 To be, in Spanish
91	 Infielder’s	untimely	misplay
93 Foreboding sign
95 Allied (with)
97 Cologne’s continent
101 Antivirus software choice
102 Vague idea
103 Salt, in chem class
105 Great Lakes people
108 Pentathlon part
109 Washington of “Scandal”
110 It borders Suffolk and Kent
111 Pound cake shape
112 Arab League dignitary
114 Slightly moist
117 Thumbs-up votes
119 Poli-___ major
120 Turner in U.S. history
121 Miracle-___

MARGARET CARROLL (95), of Alexandria, Oct. 30, 2021

PHILLIP BABCOCK (62), formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 

31, 2021

EARL DAVIS (89), of Alexandria, Nov. 7, 2021

WILLIAM HOLT (77), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 3, 2021

JANE SCARBOROUGH (65), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 

7, 2021

DEATH NOTICES
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Our View

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
Mayor Justin Wilson and his son, Eli Wilson, pose after the PNC Parkway 
Classic race. The mayor finished the 10-mile race in 80 minutes and 
30 seconds and finished in the top 20% of runners, while Eli ran the 5K 
race.

Bansal’s advice is divisive

Opinion
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To the editor:
In her opinion piece of Nov. 4, entitled 

“Ask, ‘Are you vaxxed?’” Dr. Rina Bansal, 
president of Inova Alexandria Hospital, 
expresses dismay that so many people 
are not vaccinated against COVID-19 and 
urges us to ask our friends and neighbors 
about their status. This, she says, “is one 
more step you can take in protecting 
yourself.”

Bansal does not acknowledge the 
many people who say they have obtained 
natural immunity from having had 
COVID-19, nor those who have medical 
conditions that make vaccinations inad-
visable, nor those who have religious ob-
jections to the vaccine.

She does not mention the research 
showing that there is increased risk of 
adverse events from the vaccine for 
people who have had the virus, nor 
does she mention the research showing 
that the vaccinated who become ill can 

carry viral loads comparable to those 
who are unvaccinated and can spread 
the disease to others. See, for instance, 
the CDC’s report on last summer’s out-
break among the vaccinated in Prov-
incetown, and the recent U.K. study on 
community transmission published in 
The Lancet.

Bansal does, however, intend us to 
separate ourselves when she writes that 
we should “ask and verify the vaccination 
status” of those we interact with “face to 
face” because “knowing the answer to 
this important question is imperative to 
reducing the spread of COVID-19.”

Is this what we have come to? Are we 
to be separated into the clean and the 
unclean, the approved and the untouch-
able? I pray not, but this appears to be 
the direction in which we are being led 
by the head of our hospital.

-Sandra Levy,
Alexandria

The most essential workers
We have learned many things during these past two years of a glob-

al pandemic and national unrest. One of those insights is that essential 
workers really are indispensable, and that our perception of “essential” 
may have been wrong before.

We always knew nurses and doctors were valuable and should be 
well compensated because they tend to our health. But did we fully 
value medical support staff, such as medical technicians and sanitary 
workers in hospitals, before they spent the last 18 months risking their 
lives to save ours?

We always knew teachers were important, but until they had to 
shift on a dime to virtual teaching last year – a method for which they 
had little to no prior training – we didn’t realize how we had underval-
ued their contributions.

And what about other interactive jobs such as store clerks, workers 
in shipping ports and home health aides? It’s a dilemma, and one our 
country must come to grips with, that so many people who are un-
documented residents also hold jobs that were considered “essential” 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Then there are first responders such as police officers, firefighters 
and emergency medical technicians. Most of us recognize the value 
of first responders. From a philosophical perspective, public safety is 
the first function of government, and a main justification for paying 
taxes.

It has shocked many in Alexandria to learn in recent months that 
our first responders are among the lowest paid in the entire D.C. metro 
region. Their union leaders have shed light on not only salary rankings, 
but also extreme overtime requirements that many first responders 
face, the result of which appears to be an acute and growing staffing 
shortage.

Being a nurse or a teacher is a calling. These are at heart selfless 
jobs, as nurses have to not just administer medicine but also deal with 
the emotional trauma that caring for sick people entails. Teachers have 
the task of instilling knowledge in, keeping order among and providing 
emotional support for other people’s children.

Being a police officer or a firefighter is also a calling. First respond-
ers have to be fit and willing to risk their lives on a daily basis to protect 
others. Their jobs are among the most dangerous in our society – and 
they deserve to receive compensation commensurate with the risks 
they take each day.

Which brings us to the crux of the problem with adequately com-
pensating Alexandria’s first responders: They deserve to be paid on a 
higher scale than that of other city workers.

Paying one group of workers more than another is a dilemma be-
cause it brings into conflict the principles of equal outcomes for all 
with the fact that the work of some people is more valuable in a market 
economy than that of others.

In fact, it’s more difficult to find people who are willing and able 
to be police officers or firefighters than it is to find someone to work 
behind a desk – or at an array of other city jobs for which limited expe-
rience is required and many people are qualified. It’s the free market 
concept of supply and demand: Scarce workers command higher sala-
ries than plentiful ones.

City budget planners are presenting a misleading picture when 
they say almost $3 million is necessary to give public safety employ-
ees even a 1% raise in the fiscal year 2023 budget, because they con-
tinue to consider compensation for most city employees as a whole 
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A season of thanks 
BY MEAGAN L. ALDERTON

“Be present in all things and thankful for all 
things.” These wise words from poet Maya An-
gelou come to mind as we reflect on what we are 
thankful for this month. 

As I consider my continued service on the Al-
exandria School Board, I want to thank everyone 
who supported me and made it possible for me 
to continue serving the families of Alexandria 
and leading our school division. It is an honor 
to serve as the board chair and work 
with Superintendent Dr. Gregory C. 
Hutchings, Ed.D. and my board col-
leagues who share the common goal 
of ensuring academic excellence for 
all students in Alexandria City Public 
Schools.

As we prepare to welcome a new 
School Board in January, I am appre-
ciative of the strong collaboration 
among our elected officials in the 
City of Alexandria. Last month, the 
Alexandria City Council approved the 
temporary reinstatement of school resource offi-
cers in ACPS’ secondary schools for the remain-
der of the school year.

We are thankful for these officers’ presence 
as a preventative safety measure and appreciate 
their dedication and role as trusted adults for our 
students. We look forward to future talks with 
the ACPS community to work together and en-
sure social-emotional and physical safety for all 
students.

As clearly outlined in our memorandum of 
understanding with the Alexandria Police De-
partment, we will work diligently this year to 
collect the data needed to support further un-
derstanding of what progress looks like in Al-
exandria for improving school climate, finding 
common ground and charting a path for a better 
future. I look forward to these rich conversations 
and hearing diverse voices in these community 
discussions.

During my time as board chair, ACPS has been 
moving forward with our 2025 Equity for All 
Strategic Plan, and, in June 2021, conducted the 
first equity climate survey. The majority of the 
nearly 5,000 participants – ACPS families, staff 
and secondary students – who took the survey 
report positive perceptions of the learning envi-
ronment and school climate overall.

More than 80% of students said they feel 
welcomed at school and 88% said teachers pro-
vide extra support when needed. Nearly 80% of 

families said adults at school care about all stu-
dents, and the majority said staff help students 
with problems other than schoolwork. Also, 98% 
of staff surveyed report positive relationships 
with students, and more than 90% said the same 
about working with other ACPS staff. 

There is still work to be done and I am thank-
ful for our strategic plan and the regular assess-
ment of our equity work to ensure we continue 
to address inequities across the division. Some 
issues raised in this survey include strengthen-

ing restorative practices, ensuring an 
equitable distribution of resources 
and making sure feedback from stu-
dents, staff and families is heard in 
decision-making.

ACPS appreciates this input and 
will use it to adjust and make im-
provements. We will also continue 
to do the work that helped boost our 
graduation rate in 2021 to 91% and 
reduce the student dropout rate to 
5%, with our Hispanic, English learn-
er and economically disadvantaged 

student groups making the largest gains. This is 
exciting growth, and we look forward to bigger 
improvements in the future.

Our equity work is strengthened by the social, 
emotional and academic learning tools incorpo-
rated into daily lesson plans, and we thank ACPS 
staff who play a role in providing these supports. 
To our ACPS families, we see you, and are im-
mensely grateful for the work you do every day. 
November is Family Engagement Month, and we 
want to recognize the parent liaisons and fami-
lies who deserve acknowledgement for their sup-
port of our students and schools. 

We are thankful, too, for the Alexandria 
Health Department and their collaboration with 
ACPS to help keep our schools and community 
safe. ACPS launched a new initiative last month 
to provide students and staff with voluntary on-
site COVID-19 testing in our schools that can 
identify positive and asymptomatic cases early. 

Since school began, everyone in ACPS has 
worked to make a positive transition back to five 
days a week of in-person learning. I am grateful 
for each of you and am very excited for the work 
ahead.

We have much to be thankful for as we con-
tinue to support our students and advance racial 
equity by eliminating barriers to learning and 
empowering our students to thrive.

The writer is chair of the Alexandria School Board. 

Filling in the Blanks 
with Meagan Alderton

MEAGAN 
ALDERTON

Our waterfront 
has come a 
long way
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To the editor:
Nearly eight years ago, when the letter be-

low first ran in the Alexandria Times, no one 
knew, after all the bitter acrimony over the Wa-
terfront Plan, what the future had in store. We 
surely didn’t dream that the city’s waterfront 
would have come so far in such a short amount 
of time. For those who supported the plan, 
the influx of visitors would help support our 
wonderful, independently owned small busi-
ness community, as well as tie the waterfront 
together in a way that is much more visible, 
beautiful and useful for all.

It really is a miracle and a dream come true 
– for some. Quite a few of those adamantly op-
posed to the plan do seem to be enjoying meals 
at Barca out on what was, for far too long, an 
abandoned pier. It’s worthwhile to reflect on a 
difficult time in our city and celebrate what has 
happened. 

The following letter first ran in the April 17, 2014, 
Alexandria Times:

The recent settlement agreement between the 
Old Dominion Boat Club and city hall is cause for 
celebration.

We applaud both sides for bringing this long, 
litigious battle to an end in a manner we find fair, 
but – more importantly –  it sets the stage for the 
world-class waterfront that our community will 
treasure. On some day in the near future, a visi-
tor at the foot of King Street will never again have 
to ask, “Where’s the water?” Meanwhile, a new, 
state-of-the-art boat club facility will stand where 
the eyesore of a Beachcomber building once stood. 
This truly seems a win-win solution for all parties 
and puts an end to years of acrimony and legal 
bills.

Of course, the devil is in the details, and we 
encourage both parties to bring this agreement to 
fruition. We understand that no one is thoroughly 
happy with the compromise but feel strongly that 
the result will be of overwhelming benefit to all 
concerned.

The seeds of success have been sown.
This is truly a transformational moment for our 

city. Our waterfront will finally be a fully accessi-
ble, welcoming gateway to our historic city. It truly 
will be the jewel in the crown.

We look forward to all the positive changes 
ahead. Our sincere thanks go to the negotiators 
and their diligence in achieving this important 
agreement for our future.

-Jody Manor and Christine Bernstein,
Alexandria



On the grounds of the Alexandria 
Union Station, and in the shadow of the 
George Washington Masonic Memorial, 
the Alexandria Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Memorial stands to remind us of the lives 
lost from Alexandria in foreign wars, es-
pecially World War I.

Though urban legend has it that the 
material used was discarded from the 
construction of the Masonic Memorial, no 
available records can confirm that story. 
What is known is that the memorial was 
dedicated in 1940 by the Russell Mitchell 
Post No. 609 Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
and was dedicated by Mrs. Florence Ange-
lo Cannaday of Richmond, Virginia.

In front of the memorial is a plaque 
with the names of Alexandria citizens who 
lost their lives in World War I, the conflict 
that Veterans Day originally commemo-
rated. In 2018, as part of the Centennial 
Commemorations of the conclusion of 
that conflict, the City of Alexandria ded-
icated an updated plaque. The updated 
plaque reads:

“In honor of all from the City of Alex-
andria who served and died during World 
War I

Robert Adams
George Anderton
Stanley Bernard
Herbert Bernhard
William Bradley

Bernard Brock
William Brown
Christopher Cloxom
Thomas Cook
Chaplin Evans
Richard Fawcett
Leon Hardin
Samuel Haynes
John Leadbeater
Lee Magner
John Mitchell
Edward Northrop

William Phillips
Shirley Pullin
Henry Reif
Alpheus Robey
Worth Shoults
John Sullivan
William Thomas
Joseph Timbers
Paul Ward
Eugene Wilburn
Plaque placed November 11, 2018, to 

mark the centennial of Armistice Day.”  
The new plaque and its twin at the 

American Legion Post 24 in Old Town 
reflect recent research that added the 
names of two African Americans from 
Alexandria who lost their lives in World 
War I: Christopher Cloxom and William 
Thomas.

Many years ago, a World War I Renault 
tank stood on a concrete pad adjacent to 
the memorial. According to Amtrak offi-
cials, the tank was moved to a VFW mu-
seum in Huntington, West Virginia in the 
early 1980s and restored to running con-
dition.

Alexandria continues to remember 
the role her citizens played in World War 
I, 103 years after the conflict’s end and es-
pecially on Nov. 11.

Out of the Attic is provided by the 
Office of Historic Alexandria.
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
Should first responders such as police officers, 
firefighters and EMTs be paid on the same scale 
as other city employees or a higher pay scale?

Last Week  
What do you think of the city’s preliminary 
renovation plans for the Torpedo Factory?

A) The same scale. We shouldn’t discriminate against types 
of workers. 
B) A higher scale. First responders risk their lives and 
should be paid more for that. 
C) I’m not sure.

56% The city should prioritize artists  
and leave the Torpedo Factory alone.
15% There should be more interactive arts spaces  
on the first floor.
14% A restaurant in the Torpedo Factory is a great idea.
12% Some work needs to be done  
on the Torpedo Factory, but not much.
4% What is the Torpedo Factory?

Take the poll at alextimes.com

The Alexandria Veterans of Foreign Wars Memorial
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rather than separating out public safety 
officers.

In fact, a 1% raise for public safety offi-
cers alone would be $940,000, while a 10% 
raise – which is what the police union says 
is necessary to make Alexandria’s force 

truly competitive regionally – would be 
$9,400,000. It would be almost three times 
that much if all city employees were given 
the same raise. For more information, see 
the Times’ page one story, “Council kicks 
off budget planning.”

Police officers, firefighters and EMTs 
are simply the most essential and irre-

placeable city workers. They need to be 
paid on a higher scale than less essential 
workers, and they need to be paid the re-
gional market rate.

That’s the only way to provide the best 
possible public safety in Alexandria with-
out creating an overwhelming tax burden 
for residents.
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Jane T. Scarborough 
passed away at 12:45 
a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 7, 
2021. She is survived 
by her husband Gary L. 
Scarborough; son, Luke 
E. Scarborough; daughter, 
Sarah J. Scarborough, all 
of Macon, Georgia; and 
sisters, Marylin Loomis 
and Judy Post of Virginia.

Jane was originally 
from Alexandria, Vir-
ginia. Her parents were 
Melvin and Julie (Kuhn-
henn) Thompson. Jane 
attended and graduated 
from Mount Vernon High 
School and then went 
on to work for the U.S 
Department of the Navy.  
Her early career saw her 
working as a secretary in 
Arlington, Virginia for the 
Nuclear Power Director-
ate.  It was here that she 
worked in the office of Ad-
miral Hyman G. Rickover, 
the father of the nuclear 
submarine.  Her career 
with the Navy spanned 
many years and key navy 
programs, culminating 
with the Standard Missile 
Program in Crystal City, 
Arlington, Virginia.

In 1998, she moved 
with her family to Macon, 

Georgia and eventually 
went to work for the U.S. 
Air Force at Robins, A.F.B. 
She finished her career 
as a program manager for 
the C-17 Globemaster III 
Strategic Airlift Office at 
Robins. She retired from 
government service in 
January 2018.

A celebration of life 
was held Wednesday, Nov. 
10, 2021 at 2 p.m. in the 
chapel of Snow’s Memorial 
Chapel on Cherry Street 
in Macon with Father J. 
Scott Winchel officiating.  
A visitation was held from 

1 to 2 p.m. in the chapel. 
Jane will be laid to rest 
at Riverside Cemetery in 
Macon.

The family express-
es their appreciation to 
everyone who prayed and 
helped Jane during her 
struggle to overcome her 
illness.

Please visit www.
snowsmacon.com to 
express your condolences 
or share fond memories.  
Snow’s Memorial Chapel, 
746 Cherry St., Macon, 
Georgia 31201 has charge 
of the arrangements. 

Jane T. Scarborough

Obituaries

HELENA WHEELER LINDSAY
Nov. 8, 1922- Jan. 5, 1975
Your daughters and their families
Mrs. Mary Louise Cooper
Mrs. Shirley A. Sanders-Steele
Cousin- Mr. Michael Lee

LILLIAN WHEELER LAMB
Nov. 6, 1927-Aug. 14, 2012
Your nieces and their families
Mrs. Mary Louise Cooper
Mrs. Shirley A. Sanders-Steele
Cousin-Mr. Michael Lee

In Memoriam

NEED TO PLACE 
AN AD?
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LEGAL NOTICE 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.
For information on the follow-
ing applications or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
703.746.4666.

Special Use Permit #2021-00112
410 South Pickett Street
Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a New Use of a Day Care 
Center; zone: CDD #17a/Coordinat-
ed Development District #17a.
Proposed Business Name: Nash 
Kids dba Montessori Kids Universe
Applicant: Joy Nash
Planner: Patrick Silva – Patrick.
Silva@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the zoning ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning & Zoning. If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than December 2, 2021.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a budget public hearing 
on the FY 2023-2032 Capital Im-
provement Program (CIP) Budget 
during the Special Called School 
Board Meeting on November 29, 
2021, at 7:00 p.m.
Public comments regarding the FY 
2023-2032 Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP) Budget may be 
submitted in the following ways: 
•Sign up to speak at the 11/29/21 
public hearing at: https://acpsweb.
wufoo.com/forms/budget-public-

hearing-on-fy-20232032-cip-budget/
•Email written comments to the 
Clerk of the Board at: boardclerk@
acps.k12.va.us 
•U.S. Mail:
Clerk of the Board 
Alexandria City School Board
1340 Braddock Place 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 
Only comments related to the FY 
2023-2032 Capital Improvement 
(CIP) Budget will be heard at the 
public hearing. Requests to speak or 
to submit written comments must 
be submitted by Noon on Novem-
ber 28, 2021. 

For more information, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board at 
703-619-8316. 

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Hearing will be held by the 
City Council of the City of Alex-
andria, Virginia, held at City Hall, 
301 King Street, Council Chamber 
and on Zoom webinar on Saturday, 
November 13, 2021 at 9:30 a.m., 
or as soon as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described items.

AN ORDINANCE authorizing 
the owners of the property located 
at 421 Gibbon Street to maintain 
an encroachment for a brick 
wall with a gate at that location 
(Implementation Ordinance for 
Encroachment No. 2021-00004 
associated with 421 Gibbon Street 
approved by City Council on 
September 18, 2021). 

AN ORDINANCE authoriz-
ing the owner of the property 
located at 1321 Cameron Street 
to construct and maintain an 
encroachment for an entry ramp 
at that location (Implementation 
Ordinance for Encroachment No. 
2021-00003 associated with 1321 
Cameron Street approved by City 
Council on October 16, 2021). 

AN ORDINANCE to amend and 
reordain the Master Plan of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, by adopt-
ing and incorporating therein the 
amendment heretofore approved 

by city council to the Transporta-
tion Master Plan chapter replacing 
the chapter in its entirety with the 
Alexandria Mobility Plan chapter 
of such master plan as Master 
Plan Amendment No. 2021-00011 
and no other amendments, and 
to repeal all provisions of the said 
master plan as may be inconsistent 
with such amendment (Implemen-
tation Ordinance for Master Plan 
Amendment No. 2021-00011 as-
sociated with Alexandria Mobility 
Plan approved by City Council on 
October 16, 2021).

AN ORDINANCE to amend and 
reordain Sheet No. 054.04 of the 
“Official Zoning Map, Alexandria, 
Virginia,” adopted by Section 
1-300 (OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
AND DISTRICT BOUNDAR-
IES), of the City of Alexandria 
Zoning Ordinance, by rezoning 
the properties at 805, 809, 811, 
815, and 823 North Columbus 
Street from RB/Townhouse to 
CRMU-H/Commercial Residen-
tial Mixed Use High in accor-
dance with the said zoning map 
amendment heretofore approved 
by city council as Rezoning No. 
2021-00005 (Implementation Or-
dinance for Rezoning No. 2021-
00005 associated with Columbus 
Flats approved by City Council on 
October 16, 2021).

AN ORDINANCE to amend and 
reordain the Master Plan of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, by adopt-
ing and incorporating therein the 
amendment heretofore approved 
by city council to the Beauregard 
Small Area Plan chapter of such 
master plan as Master Plan Amend-
ment No. 2021-00006 and no 
other amendments, and to repeal 
all provisions of the said master 
plan as may be inconsistent with 
such amendment (Implementation 
Ordinance for Master Plan Amend-
ment No. 2021-00006 associated 
with Hilton & IDA Sites approved 
by City Council on October 16, 
2021). [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

AN ORDINANCE to amend and 
reordain Section 5-602 (COOR-
DINATED DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICTS CREATED, CONSIS-
TENCY WITH MASTER PLAN, 
REQUIRED APPROVALS) of 
Article V (MIXED USE ZONES) of 
the City of Alexandria Zoning Or-

dinance, in accordance with the text 
amendment heretofore approved 
by city council as Text Amendment 
No. 2021-00005 (Implementation 
Ordinance for Text Amendment 
No. 2021-00005 associated with 
Hilton & IDA Sites approved by 
City Council on October 16, 2021).

AN ORDINANCE to amend and 
reordain Section 3-1409 (USE 
LIMITATIONS) of Article III 
(RESIDENTIAL ZONE REGU-
LATIONS); Section 4-107 (USE 
LIMITATIONS), Section 4-207 
(USE LIMITATIONS), Section 
4-307 (USE LIMITATIONS), Sec-
tion 4-407 (USE LIMITATIONS), 
Section 4-507 (USE LIMITA-
TIONS), Section 4-607 (USE 
LIMITATIONS), Section 4-707 
(USE LIMITATIONS), Section 
4-807 (USE LIMITATIONS), Sec-
tion 4-906 (USE LIMITATIONS), 
Section 4-1006 (USE LIMITA-
TIONS), Section 4-1106 (USE 
LIMITATIONS), Section 4-1206 
(USE LIMITATIONS), Section 
4-1403.1 (ADMINISTRATIVE 
SPECIAL USES), and Section 
4-1413 (USE LIMITATIONS) 
of Article IV (COMMERCIAL, 
OFFICE AND INDUSTRIAL 
ZONES); Section 5-110 (USE 
LIMITATIONS), Section 5-210 
(USE LIMITATIONS), Section 
5-310 (USE LIMITATIONS), Sec-
tion 5-410 (USE LIMITATIONS), 
Section 5-511 (USE LIMITA-
TIONS), and Section 5-602 
(COORDINATED DEVELOP-
MENT DISTRICTS CREATED, 
CONSISTENCY WITH MASTER 
PLAN, REQUIRED APPROV-
ALS) of Article V (MIXED USE 
ZONES); Section 6-603 (USES), 
and Section 6-707 (USE LIMITA-
TIONS) of Article VI (SPECIAL 
AND OVERLAY ZONES); 
Section 7-1500 (OUTDOOR DIS-
PLAY, SALES OR STORAGE OF 
GOODS OR MERCHANDISE) 
of Article VII (SUPPLEMENTAL 
ZONE REGULATIONS); Section 
11-513 (ADMINISTRATIVE 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT) of 
Article XI (DEVELOPMENT AP-
PROVALS AND PROCEDURES); 
and to add and ordain Section 
2-182.06 (PARKLET) of Article 
II (DEFINITIONS) of the City of 
Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, in 
accordance with the text amend-
ment heretofore approved by city 
council as Text Amendment No. 

2021-00006 (Implementation 
Ordinance for Text Amendment 
No. 2021-00006 associated with 
Outdoor Dining in On-Street 
Parking Spaces and Retail Sales 
on Sidewalks and On-Street 
Parking Spaces in Commercial 
Zones approved by City Council 
on October 16, 2021).

AN ORDINANCE authorizing 
the owner of the property located 
at 2401 Oakville Street to con-
struct and maintain an encroach-
ment for two signs located in the 
public right-of-way at Richmond 
Highway and Fannon Street 
(Implementation Ordinance for 
Encroachment No. 2021-00005 
associated with 2412 and 2514 
Richmond Highway, and 2500 
Oakville Street approved by City 
Council on September 18, 2021).

PUBLIC HEARING on the Pro-
posed Alexandria Legislative Pack-
age for the 2022 General Assembly.

AN ORDINANCE to amend Title 
9 (LICENSING AND REGULA-
TION) of the Code of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as 
amended by adding new Chapter 
16 (SHARED MICROMOBILITY 
DEVICES FOR HIRE, PERMIT 
PROGRAM).

AN ORDINANCE to Solicit and 
Eventually Grant a Broadband 
Network Franchise(s) to Some 
Residents and Businesses in 
Alexandria.

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT 
AMENDMENTS OR ADDI-
TIONS MAY BE MADE TO PRO-
POSED ORDINANCES WITH-
OUT FURTHER PUBLICATION. 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT 
PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY 
OF THESE ORDINANCES OB-
TAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES 
FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL(LIMITED COPIES 
AVAILABLE).  IF THE MAYOR 
FINDS AND DECLARES THAT 
WEATHER OR OTHER CONDI-
TIONS ARE SUCH THAT IT IS 
HAZARDOUS FOR MEMBERS 
TO ATTEND THE MEETING, 
THIS MEETING WILL BE CON-
TINUED TO THE FOLLOWING 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 
2021. GLORIA SITTON, CMC, 
CITY CLERK
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AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who strug-
gles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Pro-
mote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-

ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hiltonoli-

verattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No med-
ical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call Phy-

sicians Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 844-509-1697 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 

Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

EARN $300 WEEKLY when you drive your vehicle 
with an Ad on it. Vinyl graphic sheets are installed 
for free by the Advertiser and you earn $300 by just 
driving to your normal routine places.
Email Carwrapapplication@gmail.com or text

(772)218-1799

MAKE YOUR VEHICLE AN AN SPACE 
AND EARN $300 WEEKLY.

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

PARKINSON’S DISEASE 
PARAQUAT

LAWSUIT
If you were exposed to the herbicide 

Paraquat and have been diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s Disease, 

you may be entitled to 
compensation.
Call Us Toll Free: 

1-800-444-9112
Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC 

2925 Richmond Ave #1725, Houston, TX 77098
www.pulaskilawfirm.com

Adam Pulaski is the attorney responsible for the content of this advertisement. 
The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.
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703.338.6007 | Licensed in VA | MBavin@McEnearney.com | masonbavin.com

Let me help you fall in love with 
a home for the holidays

 “Mason demonstrated outstanding communication skills, and was always positive. Mason was outstanding in 
guiding us through the very unique process, unlike any of the previous five home purchases that I have been 

involved in during the over the past few years. Thanks again Mason.” - E.K.


