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Sunshine Law:  
A closer look
FOIAed documents raise questions  
about statewide public meetings rules
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON 

The Alexandria Times received FOIAed documents 
earlier this month consisting of text and email exchang-
es between four City Council members who were ap-
parently developing policy outside of scheduled public 
meetings. 

Sent by an anonymous resident, the documents 
show communication between Councilors Canek Agu-
irre, Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, John Chapman and Mo 
Seifeldein about rules surrounding school resource offi-
cers – a contentious topic that has yielded both intense 
support and opposition among community members 
during the past year.

The four engage mostly in one-on-one conversations 
in the FOIAed documents, though all four were included 
in one email that had an attached video link of a poten-
tial model program. 

The FOIA request was filed after the four councilors 
arrived at a City Council meeting armed with a joint 
statement for a plan that outlined their intentions on 
SROs moving forward. 

Some residents viewed this statement as suspicious 
and indicative of behind-the-scenes communication, 
calling into question whether these actions violated 
Virginia’s open meetings laws that aim to ensure gov-
ernment transparency through open public meetings. 

According to various experts’ assessments, the coun-
cilors did not technically break the law in this case, as 
some have claimed. However, the case opens the door to 
a broader conversation about the letter of the law, the 
spirit of the law and the gray area in between. 

Black and white
The Virginia Freedom of Information Act, more com-

monly known as the open meetings law or Sunshine 
Law, states that a meeting, which consists of three or 
more members of a public body discussing public busi-
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Alexandria Film Festival
The annual Alexandria Film Festival started on Nov. 11, and viewers are able to watch award-winning 

features, shorts and documentaries until Nov. 25. This year’s lineup ranges from dreamlike internation-
al short films to powerful, hard-hitting documentaries. Check out reviews of select films on page 16.

School Board 
discusses SRO return
Superintendent details 
data collection plans,  
MOU revisions
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN 

With school resource officers 
returning to Alexandria’s middle 
and high schools through the end 
of the school year after City Coun-
cil’s Oct. 12 decision, the School 
Board discussed the short-term, 

and potentially long-term, future 
of the program at a meeting on 
Nov. 11.

SROs, a set of armed police of-
ficers stationed inside the city’s 
secondary schools, were at the 
center of an intense community 
debate even prior to City Coun-
cil’s decision in May to reallocate 
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COURTESY PHOTO
“Dancing Joy” celebrates dance and human connection by focusing on dancers from 21 different cultures 
performing their traditional dances, all set to Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony.
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    Let me put my 33 years of experience to work for you!

Christine Roland Garner

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

613 MALCOLM PLACE JEFFERSON PARK |$1,650,000

103 CLIFFORD AVENUE DEL RAY |$665,000

Classic brick colonial with welcoming portico on a private cul de sac has undergone a complete renovation and expansion! Five bedrooms, 4 full baths, side entry 
mudroom and a finished lower level with recreation room and bedroom suite. The home is approximately 2,600 finished sq feet, on a lovely 5,400 sq ft lot. Open 
floor plan includes a family room with a gas fireplace & french sliding doors to a beautiful bluestone patio mature plantings and fenced rear yard. The kitchen is 
adjacent to the family & dining room. Custom white cabinetry, center island with waterfall countertop, stainless steel appliances and quartz counters. The dining 
room has access to the patio & gardens, perfect flow for entertaining and al fresco dining! The main level bonus room with pocket doors and full bath is the 
perfect home office/ study or guest room. Spacious upper level has a primary suite with vaulted ceilings, large luxury bath with freestanding soaking tub & french 
sliders to a roof terrace! Two additional large bedrooms with full bath. The finished lower level has a guest bedroom, full bath and recreation room with high 
ceilings. Beautiful custom finishes and built-ins throughout! Convenient to metro, Crystal City (Amazon), National Airport, Del Ray & Old Town.

Welcome home! Enjoy all the convenience, charm and festivities Del Ray has to offer. This 3 level, 2 bedroom, 2 full bath brick row home has a deep 
fenced in backyard. There is a bright enclosed sunroom in the front, perfect for enjoying your morning coffee, visiting with neigh-bors, or just un-
wind after a long day. The kitchen has been opened up and renovated, two large bedrooms with a renovated bathroom and a finished walkout lower 
level with recreation room and full bath. Large fenced rear yard with alley access. Just blocks to “The Avenue” and all the fun shops, parks & restau-
rants!!

Have a Happy Thanksgiving shared                      
with friends and family

    Let me put my 33 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

Pedestrian killed in Arlandria crash
A fatal car crash left a pe-

destrian dead in Arlandria on 
Saturday, according to a news 
release.

The Alexandria Police 
Department’s crash recon-
struction is currently inves-
tigating the incident, which 
involved a vehicle striking 

the victim, later identified as 
Roy Saravia Alvarez, of Alex-
andria.

Police responded to re-
ports of a crash in the 200 
block of West Glebe Road at 
8:10 p.m. on Saturday. Al-
though the driver sustained 
no injuries, Alvarez was pro-

nounced dead at the scene, 
according to the release.

APD encourages anyone 
with information about the 
crash to contact Officer Wes 
Vitale at 703-746-6178 or 
APD’s non-emergency num-
ber, 703-746-4444.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Inova Oakville breaks ground in Potomac Yard
Inova Health System 

broke ground on Monday on 
Inova Oakville, a new med-
ical and emergency facility 
located in Potomac Yard.

Inova staff and local lead-

ers, including Mayor Justin 
Wilson and Councilors Amy 
Jackson and John Chapman, 
were on hand with hammers 
to ceremonially smash a con-
crete wall and celebrate the 

start of construction on the 
$300 million project. Ino-
va’s new medical center will 
stretch 93,000 square feet 
and provide emergency room, 
outpatient care and medical 

services. The Inova health 
center is currently planned 
for a fall 2023 opening.

Inova Oakville is part of a 
broader mixed used redevel-
opment effort in the Oakville 

Triangle neighborhood, 
which will feature more than 
one million square feet of 
space for apartments and 
55,000 square feet of retail. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Alexandria Reds win 
regional tournament

The Alexandria Reds, Al-
exandria’s youth travel base-
ball team, won the North-
ern Virginia Travel Baseball 
League Silver Division tour-
nament on Nov. 9, according 
to a news release.

The 12U Reds team de-
feated the Plummer Stars 5-4 
in the championship game, 
finished their season on a 

seven-game winning streak 
and won all five of their NVT-
BL tournament games. Pitch-
er Turner Sawyer allowed no 
earned runs, while striking 
out five of the Stars’ players 
in the championship game, 
while pitcher Turner Reid 
only allowed four hits and 
one run in the Reds’ 13-1 vic-
tory over the Arsenal White 

in the semi-final game.
Lead off hitter Samuel Dyck 

led the Reds’ offense over the 
weekend with five hits and five 
runs scored across the three 
games, while Jack Lynch kept 
the team’s defense strong with 
a diving catch in left field in 
the semi-final game, accord-
ing to the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA REDS VIA FACEBOOK
The Alexandria Reds celebrate their championship victory in the Northern Virginia Travel Baseball League 
Silver Division tournament.

It’s the biggest week of the year in the region’s  
top Shop Small destination! Learn more about 

deals, promotions and giveaways at over 
50 Alexandria boutiques at 

AlexandriaShopSmallWeek.com

NOV 26 NOV 27 NOV 28

NOV 30NOV 29 DEC 1 DEC 2

PLAID FRIDAY  
Alexandria’s

Small Business  
Black Friday

SMALL BUSINESS 
SATURDAY

Special discounts 
& prizes

MUSEUM STORE 
SUNDAY

Save 20% at participating 
museum stores

GIVING 
TUESDAY
A percentage  

of your purchases 
will be donated

CYBER 
MONDAY

Online offers & 
free shipping from 

participating stores

GIVEAWAY 
WEDNESDAY

Follow @VisitAlexVA  
for a chance to win 

MOONLIGHT 
MERRIMENT
Shop after hours  

& view lighted 
buildings on 
King Street

 A L E X A N D R I A

SHOP SMALL
WEEK NOV 26-DEC 2
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ness, must provide notice be-
fore holding the gathering.

Intended as a way to hold 
the government accountable, 
FOIA requires there be at 
least three days’ notice of a 
meeting. It must also include 
the date, time, place and be 
open to the public. 

“The reason is because 
when you’ve got two people, 
you’re not necessarily form-
ing a consensus, but when 
you start to get more than 
two people, you could be,” 
Joanna Anderson, Alexan-
dria’s city attorney, said. 

In council’s case, two sep-
arate FOIA requests reveal 60 

pages in total of email and 
text exchanges that did not 
occur at a public meeting 
between the four members 
about SRO policy. One of the 
documents, titled “Safety 
Draft v2,” is shared individ-
ually and details a proposal 
to increase school safety re-
sources. 

Released on Oct. 12, the 
joint statement between the 
four members included sug-
gested components such as 
a transitional addition of 
external police officers at all 
campuses; funding to sup-
port teachers and students; 
a review of the school secu-
rity contract; a transparent 
open data portal and adding 

school safety coaches to sec-
ondary schools. 

Although some residents 
have expressed frustration 
with the abrupt joint state-
ment created outside a pub-
lic meeting, Anderson said 
council technically did not 
breach the open meetings 
law because the messages 
used to create their state-
ment were sent one-on-
one. 

There are two pages in the 
FOIA documents that show 
Chapman emailing Ben-
nett-Parker, Seifeldein and 
Aguirre the link to a video 
about Charlottesville’s SCCs 
that he says “would be the 
suggested long term model 
to replace an SRO program.” 
Because three people are in-
cluded on the email chain, it 
would be natural for one to 
then assume that it consti-
tutes a violation of the open 
meetings law. But accord-
ing to Alan Gernhardt, FOIA 
Council executive director, 
this is not the case since 
there are no subsequent re-
plies on the emails. 

“[The messages were] 
sent to three or more mem-
bers but still did not consti-
tute a meeting because there 
were no replies and therefore 
there was no simultaneous 
discussion or transaction of 
public business,” Gernhardt 
said.

And even if there were 
replies, several fairly recent 
court cases have ruled that 
the time frame in which 
those replies were sent is im-
portant. 

In 2004, the Virginia Su-
preme Court determined in 
“Beck v. Shelton” that the 
exchange of emails among 

three or more members of a 
public body did not consti-
tute a meeting for purposes 
of FOIA unless there was an 
element of “simultaneity.”

The court looked at the 
definition of a meeting, 
which includes, “an informal 
assemblage of (i) as many as 
three members or (ii) a quo-
rum, if less than three, of the 
constituent membership.” 

The shortest interval be-
tween any two emails in 
that case was more than four 
hours and the longest was 
over two days, leading to the 
court’s ruling that there is 
“virtually no simultaneous 
interaction” when email is 
used as the functional equiv-
alent of a written letter. 

Then, in 2012, “Hill v. 
Fairfax” appeared before the 
Supreme Court wherein the 
plaintiff alleged that the Fair-
fax County School Board had 
conducted a closed meeting 
about the closure of a local 
school in violation of FOIA 
through email exchanges. 

In this case, the court 
ruled that even multiple 
messages exchanged among 
several members in an even 
shorter amount of time still 
did not meet the “simultane-
ous communication” thresh-
old. This number generally 
included two messages at a 
time but in instances where 
there were more than two, 
the case found that they 
“conveyed information uni-
laterally, in the manner of an 
office memorandum.”

Anderson said that the 
advent of email and text 
messages is a relatively new 
concept for FOIA.

“People started using 
email more and realizing 

that it could become a meet-
ing if there was a group email 
where they were talking so 
contemporaneously that it 
becomes a meeting [and] it 
feels like a meeting,” An-
derson said. “But if you have 
one-on-one emails or group 
emails but responses are not 
simultaneous, at the same 
time as if they’re having a 
conversation, then they’re 
not violating FOIA.”

Gray areas
Where the waters become 

murky, however, is when one 
looks into how exactly “si-
multaneous” is defined in a 
court of law. 

As it stands, aside from 
the aforementioned case 
law, the words “simultane-
ous” and “contemporaneous” 
are not explicitly defined in 
FOIA. 

“We know that four hours 
is not contemporaneous, but 
there is no other case law 
that gives any more defini-
tion of that that I’m aware 
of,” Anderson said. “It’s just 
a matter of using the under-
standing of what contempo-
raneous means and making 
sure it doesn’t feel like it’s 
becoming a meeting.”

So, while it is true that the 
councilors did not technical-
ly breach any of Virginia’s 
open meetings laws – how-
ever vague and potentially 
in need of reform they might 
be – some contend that this 
type of communication 
breeds mistrust and lack of 
transparency between coun-
cilors and residents. 

Megan Rhyne, executive 
director of Virginia Coalition 
for Open Government, called 
the concern understandable, 
as citizens often wonder why 
such little conversation takes 
place at public meetings. The 
answer, not just in coun-
cil’s case but in many others 
that Rhyne has seen, is often 
that councilors have reached 
some sort of consensus off of 
the dais. 
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CANEK AGUIRRE MEGAN RHYNE

~ Xavier, Your Personal Trainer ~
Need a reason to walk every day? Xavier is a
4-year-old Walker hound, always on the go.

From racing around the park to sniffing on walks
and hikes, Xavier is a hound extraordinaire.

Walker hounds are gentle, companionable dogs
 who make great house pets.

Xavier loves serenading his human friends with
his distinctive vocal bay; he is a confident,

friendly fellow who loves dogs and people alike.
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“The citizen may not like 
what they talked about or 
the decision that was made, 
and there’s an understand-
able concern about so much 
pre-meeting discussion go-
ing on … but the overall ex-
change of [council’s] mes-
sages seems to respect the 
Supreme Court’s boundaries 
and are permissible,” Rhyne 
said. 

In the city, it’s not just 
residents who have ex-
pressed discontent with 
some of the ways council op-
erates. Former mayor Allison 

Silberberg has been vocal for 
years about her belief that 
the city should “tighten up” 
its standards when it comes 
to the open meetings law and 
ethical ambiguity. She ran for 
a second term as mayor this 
year with ethics reform as 
an integral part of her plat-
form but lost to Wilson in the 
Democratic primary. 

“There is an important 
reason why Sunshine Laws 
exist. They exist to ensure 
transparency and the think-
ing and decisions that elect-
ed officials make every day 
that affect our lives,” Silber-
berg said. “The law is the law 

and it’s important for public 
trust. There should not be 
group texts and emails about 
policy matters such as the 
SRO issue and strategizing 
part of the meeting. It’s kind 
of like in soccer: everyone 
knows that you’re not sup-
posed to touch the ball with 
your hands unless you’re the 
goalie.” 

Yet others argue that this 
type of discussion is not only 
legal, but also an import-
ant and inevitable aspect of 
governance that shepherds 
along the process to effect 
change. 

Aguirre was quick to point 
out that council’s aim is nev-
er to be deceitful or disin-
genuous and that everything 
they discuss eventually shifts 
into the public view. 

“It’s sad that people have 
such a lack of understanding 
of how government works 
that they think everything 
is being done behind closed 
doors or hidden from the 
public. Because ultimately 
what happens is while we 
have one-on-one conversa-
tions either trying to reach 
consensus or build ideas, 
all of that comes out after-
wards,” Aguirre said. 

Aguirre also acknowl-
edged that there is indeed a 
disconnect between council 

and some residents, accen-
tuating the importance of 
increasing civic engagement 
and education about what 
is and is not legal under the 
law. 

“It’s very clear that there 
were no Sunshine Laws bro-
ken. Everything was done in 
a one-to-one conversation, 
and if you don’t think council 
members or any other elect-
ed officials can have a one-
on-one conversation with 
another elected official, I 
don’t know what to tell you,” 
Aguirre said. 

Bennett-Parker sent a 
statement agreeing with 
Aguirre’s comment that the 
four councilors did not vio-
late the state’s FOIA law. 

Anderson also echoed 
this sentiment and pointed 
to the fact that communi-
cation among councilors is 
open to public inspection. 
She said that the misunder-
standing that sometimes 
occurs between council and 
residents is understand-
able. 

“They’re not secret; it’s 
just not a meeting,” Ander-
son said. “It’s always good to 
help try to get the informa-
tion out there so there isn’t 
misinformation.”

But going forward, regard-
less of all the minutiae and 
technicalities involved in 
Virginia’s “Sunshine Laws” 
and the city’s case specifi-
cally, Rhyne highlighted that 
striving for transparency and 
trust among residents and 
government is always a noble 
pursuit. 

“Being able to witness 
their representatives dis-
cuss issues in real time at a 
public meeting is different 
from having to read about 
the discussion in public re-
cords after the fact,” Rhyne 
said. “Citizens are rightfully 
upset when they realize that 
so much discussion about 
important issues goes on 
before the meetings even 
take place. They feel left 
out, which can lead to mis-
trust.” 

-oanderson@alextimes.com 
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COURTESY PHOTO
Alan Gernhardt, executive director of the Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory Council.

The law is the law and it’s 
important for public trust.”

– Allison Silberberg,
former Alexandria mayor

Besties forever!  
We were 

found together, 
play together, 
sleep together, 
and hope to be 

adopted together. 
It will be 

twice the fun!

Kya & Kimie
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We’re thankful for our clients!
As we get closer to the year’s end, we’re reflecting on all of our wonderful 
clients who trusted us to guide them home in 2021. Considering making a move 
before the end of the year? Reach out to one of our Alexandria experts for a 
consultation on how to best approach the Winter market.

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com
daniela.spigai@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com 
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

625 Pommander Walk, Alexandria, VA 22314
4 BD |  3 FB 1  HB |  $1 ,615,000  

Listed by The Goodhart Group

8654 Gateshead Road, Alexandria, VA 22309 

6 BD |  3.5 BA |  $730,000

Listed by Pia Taylor

167 Wesmond Drive, Alexandria, VA 22305
2 BD |  2 BA |  $714,900 

Listed by Homes of Alexandria Team

8359 Orange Court, Alexandria, VA 22309
5 BD |  3 FB |  $749,900

Listed by The Rivkin Group

ACTIVE

UNDER CONTRACTCOMING SOON

ACTIVE

  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152
Source: BrightMLS BrokerMetrics 1/1/21-3/10/21, Alexandria, VA

Start your Search!
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the $800,000 in police funds 
for the program as part of its 
FY2022 budget. Since May, 
debate has centered on both 
the process by which SROs 
were removed – council de-
cided to defund them even 
though Alexandria’s elected 
School Board had discussed 
the issue and voted to retain 
the program – as well as the 
substance.

Some members of the 
community have argued that 
SROs are a necessary safety 
measure for students, while 
others maintain that the 
presence of armed law en-
forcement officers in school 
buildings presents a threat 
to students of color and stu-
dents with disabilities. 

Last month, council vot-
ed 4-3 to reinstitute the SRO 
program through the end of 
the 2022-2023 school year in 
response to a series of fights 
involving large numbers of 
students and one case of a 
student bringing a gun onto 
Alexandria City High School’s 
campus. Simultaneously, 
work will be done to reeval-
uate the role of armed police 
officers in ACPS and focus 
on social and emotional sup-
ports and mental health ser-
vices, into which council had 
originally voted to invest the 
$800,000 taken from SROs.

At the Nov. 11 School 
Board meeting, Superinten-
dent Dr. Gregory Hutchings, 
Ed.D. and his team provided 
an update on the SRO pro-
gram and the school divi-
sion’s next steps prior to the 
end of the school year. 

According to John Con-
treras, director of safety and 
security services for ACPS, 
the five SROs have been re-
assigned to their positions in 
ACHS, the high school’s Min-
nie Howard campus, Francis 
Hammond Middle School 
and George Washington Mid-
dle School. 

The program will oper-
ate under the memorandum 
of understanding with the 

police department that the 
School Board approved 6-3 
in November 2020, although 
ACPS and APD are working 
to make slight revisions to 
the document, according to 
Contreras.

“A large majority of the 
sections are staying intact, 
but most of the revisions 
are providing more fine de-
tail as to what the roles are 
more clearly for ACPS and 
what the roles are more 
clearly for APD when SROs 
are in our buildings,” Con-
treras said.

The MOU from Novem-
ber 2020 included several 
changes designed to address 
concerns around the role of 
law enforcement in school 
and a perception of inequi-
table treatment of Black and 
brown students.

For instance, SROs are no 
longer able to question stu-
dents without the presence 
of a school administrator, 
and they must verify a stu-
dent has contacted a parent 
or guardian before ques-
tioning them. SROs can now 
only access student records 
with the written consent of a 
parent or guardian, or if the 
student is 18 or older. They 
also cannot carry long-arms 
– shotguns, rifles or other 
larger firearms – although 
they still carry sidearms.

School Board member 
Christopher Suarez said that 
whatever document comes 
out of the MOU revision pro-
cess needs to be dynamic 
enough to fit any policy mod-
el for the SRO program. 

“Regardless of whether 
the SROs are in the schools, 

there are always going to be 
interactions between the po-
lice and students. The MOU is 
always going to have to exist, 
and the MOU is always going 
to have to account for those 
situations,” Suarez said. “… I 
think we want that document 
to be a flexible document 
so that depending on where 
the policies [are] with differ-
ent councils, different school 
boards, we can have what we 
need.”

School Board member Ra-
mee Gentry asked about not 
only the program but the 
data collection and quarter-
ly reports that were part of 
the MOU the School Board 
approved last year. The next 
quarterly data report will be 
given to the board in January.

“Part of what had origi-
nally been devised last No-
vember was an expectation 
of a certain kind of quar-
terly reporting that would 
happen, but that was based 
on the assumption that the 
MOU would have SROs in 
the schools, which isn’t in 
fact what happened for the 
majority of the first quarter,” 
Gentry said.

Hutchings responded that 
ACPS will be analyzing data 
three separate times prior to 
June 2022 “so that by June 
we’re able to provide the board, 
as well as the community, with 
some insight into progress and 

some data points.”
ACPS will be collecting 

data on disciplinary incidents 
that occur in schools on a 
monthly basis, the type of in-
fractions that are occurring, 
how many phone calls have 
been made to the police and 
911 and how often the police 
get involved in incidents on 
school grounds, according to 
Hutchings.

The school division is 
also looking to establish fo-
cus groups that will provide 
anecdotal data and various 
perspectives on the SRO pro-
gram and an SRO taskforce.

Suarez said that a re-
newed focus on data col-
lection is welcome and that 
both sides of the SRO debate 
were predicated on there 
not being enough data. But 
he warned Hutchings and 
ACPS staff that the last year 
of public debate proves data 
can also be interpreted quite 
differently.

“We have some param-
eters around what data is 
being collected, but I think 
different people in the com-
munity are going to have 
different criteria and differ-
ent interpretations of that 
data,” Suarez said. “… I think 
it’s an opportunity for us, 
but there’s a lot of big issues 
we’re going to have to deal 
with.”

Hutchings agreed with 
Suarez’ assessment, although 
he stressed that when it 
comes to data collection 
ACPS is in “crunch time” due 
to the June 2022 date set by 
council. 

“I just wanted to plug that 
it does take time to have the 

necessary data and to be able 
to interpret the data appro-
priately and to be able to 
have a period of time to ac-
tually see if there are trends 
that are happening. Those 
are things that just don’t 
happen overnight,” Hutch-
ings said. “I think this whole 
way we’re doing things now, 
I wish we had started doing 
this last year, but that’s over. 
We have to start from where 
we are.”

Looking to the end of the 
school year, Hart said that if 
the program was not rein-
stated, ACPS would move to 
a “call for service” model like 
it did after council’s vote in 
May. Without SROs on site, 
ACPS would instead call APD 
to respond to situations that 
warrant a police presence.

Several board members 
also had commented about 
the last few months of tense 
communication between 
council and the board. Su-
arez called the last year “a 
whipsawing of the communi-
ty” and expressed hope that 
the board and council enter-
ing office in January will be 
able to reestablish a more 
“thoughtful discussion” 
about the program.

Meanwhile, board Chair 
Meagan Alderton agreed 
with Suarez but remained 
steadfast that the School 
Board should look after the 
needs of students, not kow-
tow to another public body.

“That is what we were put 
here to do, and that needs 
to be honored, that needs 
to be respected, it needs to 
be acknowledged,” Alderton 
said. “… If that means we get 
to June of 2022 and some-
body wants to come up with 
something different and the 
School Board has a different 
story to tell and has certain 
information that say[s] we 
need to do something dif-
ferent, we as a School Board 
need to figure out how we 
make happen what we need 
to happen for our kids, peri-
od.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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CHRISTOPHER 
SUAREZ

MEAGAN 
ALDERTON

... We as 
a School 

Board need 
to figure out 
how we make 
happen what 
we need to 
happen for our 
kids, period.”

– Meagan Alderton, chair,
Alexandria School Board
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Washingtonian's Best Real Estate Agent 2018-2021
NOVA Magazine Best Real Estate Agent 2018-2021
DC Modern Luxury Real Estate Award 2020-2021 

RealTrends America's Best Real Estate Professionals
703.851.2556 | kristenjones.com

kristen@kristenjones.com | Licensed in VA 109 S.  PITT ST,  ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314  |  EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

LIVE WHERE YOU

PROUD SPONSOR OF 
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ARHA to redevelop 
Samuel Madden Homes

Christ Church to receive custom organ from U.K.
One of Alexandria’s most 

historic churches is set to get 
a new set of pipes. 

After a six-year process, 
Christ Church in Old Town 
will receive a new pipe or-
gan from the legendary 
Durham-England based in-
strument maker Harrison & 
Harrison, according to a news 
release. Harrison & Harrison 

is known for building custom 
instruments for Westminster 
Abbey, King’s College Cam-
bridge and Coventry Cathe-
dral, among other venues.

The new pipe organ will be 
the sixth instrument installed 
in Christ Church since it was 
constructed in 1773 and one 
of only a handful of Harrison 
& Harrison organs that have 

been installed in the U.S. The 
instrument will be named the 
Bromley Organ after Cap and 
Marilyn Bromley, two parish-

ioners who donated funds to 
help complete the project.

To celebrate, Christ 
Church will hold a recital on 

Jan. 30, 2022 featuring Na-
than Laube, an organ profes-
sor from Stuttgart, Germany. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Local boutiques to launch 
holiday shopping week

Those looking to finish up 
their holiday shopping are in 
luck. The Old Town Boutique 
District will launch its “For 
the Love for Local” holiday 
shopping week next month, 
and it will run from Dec. 5 to 
12, according to a news re-
lease.

More than 30 business-

es will participate in OTBD’s 
week of holiday shopping 
events, which range from hol-
iday wreath and ornament 
making workshops to cocktail 
and ugly sweater parties.

For the full list of events, 
visit oldtownboutiquedis-
trict.com/events.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

The Alexandria Redevelop-
ment and Housing Authority 
announced plans on Nov. 9 to 
redevelop the Samuel Madden 
Homes public housing com-
munity, located off of Route 1, 
transforming it from a 66-unit 
complex to a mixed-use and 
mixed-income rental commu-
nity with affordable housing.

The project, which is in-
volves work from developers 
Fairstead, Mill Creek Resi-
dential and The Communi-
ties Group, will be proposed 
as two buildings with court-
yards, a pool, exercise rooms 
and indoor and outdoor 

community rooms. It also 
includes plans for a 10,000 
square-foot public park with 
a playground and public art, a 
food pantry, retail space and 
daycare center operated by 
Hopkins House.

According to the release, 
one third of all apartments in 
the project will be designated 
for low-income households 
and another third for work-
ing households.

ARHA and the developers 
involved in the project plan 
aim to submit a concept plan 
to the city in 2022.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFING
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www.RebuildingTogetherDCA.org
703.836.1021

.

83.5% 
feel their home is safer  

after our repairs.

94% 
see themselves living  
in their home longer.

At Rebuilding Together DC Alexandria, we strive to 
create a community where people of all incomes and 
cultures live in safe and healthy homes. If you own your 
home in the City of Alexandria, and have limited income, 
you might qualify for our free home repair services.  

CALL US TODAY FOR AN APPLICATION!

REPAIRING HOMES.
REVITALIZING COMMUNITIES.

REBUILDING 
LIVES.
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City Council discusses legislative package
State senators weigh 
in at public hearing
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON 

Several state officials were 
in attendance at City Coun-
cil’s Saturday public hearing, 
where they weighed in on the 
2022 draft legislative pack-
age for January’s Virginia 
General Assembly session.

State Senators Dick Sa-
slaw, Adam Ebbin and George 
Barker and District 46 Del. 
Charniele Herring shared in-
sight and predictions about 
what council should expect 
next year both locally and 
in Richmond after control of 
Virginia’s state government 
switched parties with the 
election of Republican Glenn 
Youngkin as the Common-
wealth’s next governor, and 
a Republican majority in the 
House of Delegates.

Legislative Director Sar-

ah Taylor outlined the main 
goals of the legislative pack-
age at the meeting. Broadly 
speaking, the city’s goals are 
to maintain vibrant neigh-
borhoods; create a safe and 
resilient city; achieve a com-
munity with flourishing arts 
and strong economy; ensure 
youth are thriving; create an 
environmentally sustainable 
city; and end racial injustices 
and structural inequities in 
the community. 

More specifically, some 
examples of the city’s policy 
goals include improving the 
marijuana legalization bill, 
electricity reliability, trans-
portation funding, eviction 
protections and inland flood-
ing issues. 

“[We’re looking at] the big, 
holistic issues related to in-
land flooding, but also some 
specific issues that the city 
is concerned about, includ-

ing the ability to regulate 
the stormwater impacts of 
land disturbance under 2,500 
square feet,” Taylor said, 
adding that staff is working 
with Ebbin and looking into 
work group opportunities to 
address issues that require 
more socialization and edu-
cation. 

Mayor Justin Wilson 
kicked off the discussion by 
acknowledging the change in 
leadership at the state level.

“One of the consequences 
of the geographic balkaniza-
tion in the state right now is 
that the leadership is going 
to be shifting to another sec-
tion of the commonwealth,” 
Wilson said.

Regarding transporta-
tion infrastructure funding 
and education facility fund-
ing, from which the city has 
benefited during the last two 
gubernatorial administra-

tions, Saslaw said there prob-
ably would not be much of a 
change. 

“I’ve talked to several 
Republicans, and they real-
ize that any time we’ve cut 
transportation funding, ru-
ral areas get clobbered more 
than the urban areas because 
they have no other way to 
fund. They don’t have a com-
mercial base or an industrial 
base,” Saslaw said.

With respect to educa-
tional funding, Saslaw said 
he does not anticipate any 
cuts either, as it was a cam-
paign issue on both sides. 
Herring, however, expressed 
that while she spoke with 
Youngkin and found some 
common ground, she was 
also worried about cuts to 
education. 

“The gains we’ve made 
on voting rights, on criminal 
justice reform, and also for 

public schools [are where] 
we can’t lose ground. I am 
concerned about the tax pro-
posal and charter school ini-
tiatives that will cut into the 
funding for public schools,” 
Herring said. 

Barker agreed with Saslaw 
that there would not be ma-
jor changes in those two ar-
eas, adding that he is faithful 
both sides will be able to suc-
cessfully problem solve. 

“Democrats are still in con-
trol of the senate and we still 
have to get through the senate 
in order to do things,” Barker 
said. “We’ve been in this po-
sition before, when governor 
[Bob] McDonnell was there 
and there was an overwhelm-
ing majority of Republicans in 
the house and we were able to 
work through most of these 
things and still get a lot of our 

SEE LEGISLATIVE | 14
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priorities addressed.” 
As chairman of the trans-

portation subcommittee and 
the senate finance commit-
tee, Barker said he would 
make sure to “not let things 
slide through that are going 

to be damaging to us here in 
Northern Virginia.”

Additionally, the city re-
cently approved a grant ap-
plication to the Virginia De-
partment of Rail and Public 
Transportation for the 2022 
Transit Ridership Incentive 
Program, following the pas-

sage of House Bill 1414 by 
the General Assembly. 

Currently, the allocation 
of TRIP funding is split so 
that 75% goes to regional 
transit initiatives and 25% 
goes to no fare service. Al-
exandria recently eliminated 
fares for the DASH bus sys-

tem and will receive up to 
$7.2 million over three years 
from the state to help min-
imize the financial impact. 
Taylor encouraged looking 
at ways to alter that split to 
increase the amount that 
supports the latter, as well 
as prioritizing transportation 
funding in general. 

“While our commitment 
to Metro may seem like 
something that is only ben-
eficial to Northern Virginia, I 
think we know that the eco-
nomic impact of Metro as a 
driver and VRE as a driver of 
economic outputs is some-
thing we need to be very 
thoughtful and deliberate 
and communicating in this 
new environment that this is 
something that benefits the 
commonwealth as a whole,” 
Taylor said. 

Councilor Mo Seifeldein 
asked about the impact of the 
recently passed federal infra-
structure bill, which Bark-
er said he wished had been 
signed slightly earlier. 

Virginia’s congressional 
delegation got several in-
dividual projects built into 
the bill, and Barker said the 
funds will support other un-
specified projects over the 
next few years. 

The state also passed the 
Community Policing Act in 
March 2020, aimed at prohib-
iting police from engaging in 
racial profiling by collect-
ing racial background data 
pertaining to investigatory 
stops. That data is now com-
piled in a statewide database. 

According to Ebbin at 
Saturday’s meeting, the Ar-
lington Board introduced the 
idea of potentially adding 
race and ethnicity to drivers’ 
licenses to help with profil-
ing statistics during an inci-
dent. 

“Rather than asking mem-
bers of the public, during 
what could be a tense time, 
for their racial background, it 
would already be available to 
them,” Ebbin said. 

Aguirre said that he is 
“conflicted” but “definitely 

interested” in learning more 
about placing ethnicity and 
race on drivers’ licenses. 
Council generally agreed that 
the concept is promising but 
requires further dialogue. 

Not all the city’s goals will 
be considered high priorities, 
though. Ebbin said that next 
year might not be the best 
year to break ground on cer-
tain city wish list items, such 
as limitations on children’s 
menus at restaurants and 
regulating leaf blowers. 

Finally, Wilson expressed 
concern about rumored de-
sires of the new house ma-
jority to possibly gut recently 
enacted climate legislation, 
on which certain city climate 
plans heavily rely. 

Herring said this would be 
an “area of defense” for the 
delegation. Herring spon-
sored the Regional Green-
house Gas Initiative that 
passed last year, a bill that 
helps with flooding and sup-
porting low-income Virginia 
residents with energy needs. 

“We’ll certainly be on the 
defensive there in the house, 
but if it dare slip over and 
go to the senate, we’ll rely 
on our senate colleagues to 
make sure that’s protected,” 
Herring said. 

Barker corroborated this 
statement, predicting that 
the senate would take care of 
any issues in the commerce 
and labor committee. He also 
said that certain Republican 
senators understand the im-
portance of climate change 
legislation. 

“When you talk privately 
with some of the Republican 
senators, they actually un-
derstand this issue and un-
derstand that they need to be 
doing things too, so I think 
there is opportunity both to 
get some converts on some 
of these issues as well as to 
stand fast if the Republican 
votes aren’t there at a partic-
ular time,” Barker said.

The General Assembly 
session begins on Jan. 12, 
2022. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com 
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Dentistry can be PAINLESS 
and EFFECTIVE 

At Dental Excellence Integrative Center, we believe in fi nding 
and treating the underlying causes of dental pain.

The Erbium Yag/ Nd Yag Laser provides precision, accuracy and
targeted treatments with no bleeding and shorter recovery time.

Laser Dentistry is
Better Dentistry.

No Anesthesia  •  No Injections
No Pain  •  No Drills

Faster Healing

• Gum Disease and reshaping
• Treats canker and cold sores
• Prevention of root canal by 90%
• Reduces tissue infl ammation
• Eradicates bacteria and virus
• Biopsies
• Wisdom Teeth Exposure

• Reduce snoring and sleep apnea by re-fi rming 
sagging mouth tissue

• Regenerating damaged nerves
• Bone regeneration, activates new growth
• Removing benign oral tumors
• Lip/Tongue tie release
• Stimulates natural collagen production

Why Laser Dentistry is Better:

Other Specialized Services:
• Green CT that can detect hidden jaw infections
• Full Mouth Reconstruction
• Digital Smile Design
• TMJ therapy for facial pain and jaw discomfort
• Sleep Apnea treatment without C pap or surgery
• Structural Airway and Breathing improvement
• Jaw expansion for kids and adults with gentle appliances
• Anti Aging Dentistry 
• Ultra Low Dose CT Imagery detects unseen infection

 
Accredited “Master”

with Academy of
General Dentistry

Integrative Center

703-745-5496
www.dentalexcellenceva.com
3116 Mount Vernon Ave.,  Alexandria VA

Dr. Sheri Salartash 
DDS, MAGD, NMD, IBDM, AIAOMT, FICOI, FAAIP

Board of Dental Sleep Medicine Diplomate
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Council approves new Heritage project 
Decision reverses 
Board of Architectural 
Review’s denial 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON 

During Saturday’s public 
hearing, City Council approved 
a Certificate of Appropriate-
ness for the construction of 
several buildings as part of the 
much buzzed about Heritage 
at Old Town project, reversing 
the Board of Architectural Re-
view’s denial of the project.

The decision comes after 
the BAR’s decision on Oct. 20 
to deny the certificate to ap-
plicant Heritage at Old Town 
PropCo, citing height and den-
sity issues that would over-
whelm adjacent buildings and 
the neighborhood. 

The sites in question include 
900 Wolfe St., 450 South Patrick 
St., 431 South Columbus St. and 
416 South Alfred St, all located 
in the city’s historic district. 

At the Saturday meeting, 
BAR representative Christine 
Sennott said the BAR met six 
previous times to consider the 
projects, a smaller number 
than other similar projects.  

Over a six-month period, 
the BAR found that the scale 
and mass of the new buildings 
is not compatible with the ex-
isting character of the neigh-
borhood. Certain sections of 
the project, for example, had 
proposed heights in excess of 
five stories whereas most of 
the neighboring townhomes 
are two to three stories. 

By the time of the Oct. 6 
meeting, the applicant was not 
willing to make further modifi-
cations, according to Sennott. 

“The height for the struc-
tures in Block 1 and Block 2 
were too tall for the historic 
district and would overwhelm 
the adjacent buildings,” Sennott 
said. “There’s still more work to 
be done on the architectural de-
sign in order for it to conform to 
our design guidelines.”

Some residents, many of 
whom live within close proximi-
ty to the proposed development, 

echoed the BAR’s sentiments.
“I am seriously concerned 

by the applicant’s plans to 
construct three highly dense, 
massive and modern build-
ings,” resident Emmett Tyrell 
said. “They are out of charac-
ter with the neighborhood.”

Other community mem-
bers supported the project and 
questioned this analysis, en-
couraging council to overturn 
the BAR’s decision. 

Shelley Murphy, a resident 
and affordable housing devel-
oper, argued that denying the 
certificate would undermine 
the provisions of the city’s new 
residential multifamily zoning 
policy. She argued the existing 
buildings have “no historical 
significance” and are no lon-
ger providing the standards 
of affordable housing that are 
now required by the city.

Murphy also emphasized 
the importance of easing 
the housing loss many low-
er-income residents have ex-
perienced as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“The need for additional 
high quality affordable housing 
has never been greater,” Mur-
phy added. “This project has 
been through significant design 
changes to meet the architec-
tural guidelines. … It protects 
and improves the quality of 
the housing of the people who 
live there now, and provides 
additional housing to meet the 
needs of a broad range of Alex-
andria city residents.”

Cathy Puskar, the attorney 
for Heritage at Old Town Prop-
Co, countered that the devel-
oper, having gone through 
seven iterations, has made 
many compromises over the 
past year in an attempt to ac-
commodate BAR’s “inconsis-
tent feedback.”

“Do not take our unwilling-
ness to defer as an unwilling-
ness to work with the Board of 
Architectural Review,” Puskar 
said. “ … But where we found 
ourselves was in an impossi-
ble place where we were being 

told that there was no way four 
members of that board would 
approve this project unless we 
knocked two floors off or … 
go back to the drawing board 
and redesign the entire build-
ing. … Even if I had agreed to 
do that, the board members 
themselves … they were never 
going to all agree on the ap-
proach to these buildings.”

Puskar also said that both the 
development special use permit 
and BAR submissions antic-
ipate the implementation of 
historic markers of some form. 

The developer has submitted a 
documentary study and will be 
working with archeology staff 
to “appropriately recognize” the 
history of the district. 

The Heritage at Old Town 
was constructed in 1976 and lies 
within what was once a histori-
cally Black community known 
as the Bottoms or the Dip, estab-
lished between 1790 and 1810. 

Ultimately, council’s unan-
imous approval reversed the 
BAR’s decision, but included 
several conditions. For in-
stance, the applicant must 

work with staff to deter-
mine the final location of all 
wall penetrations; revise the 
northernmost townhouse in 
Block 1; revise the design for 
the entrances on the South 
Alfred Street and Columbus 
Street sides of Block 2 and 
modify the three-sided bays 
on the west side of Block 2. 

Council voted unanimous-
ly to approve the project, with 
Councilor Del Pepper making 
a motion and Councilor Amy 
Jackson seconding. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com 

Fresh Shenandoah Raised Turkey
12-14 lb. Turkey – 14-person Min.
16-18 lb. Turkey – 18-person Min.
20-22 lb. Turkey – 22-person Min.

CLASSIC THANKSGIVING FEAST
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$16.99 Per person
3690 H & I KING STREET ALEXANDRIA VA. 22302

To place an order, please call 703-578-4144
or email catering@alexandriapastry.com

Desserts
Try our Apple Tart with walnuts & cranberries OR Pies

(apple, pecan, pumpkin or mincemeat) OR Cheesecakes
 (cranberry or pumpkin)

Baked and served with harvest Dressing of Cornbread, Walnuts, and fresh Herbs, Homemade
Gravy, and Cranberry Orange Relish. Accompanied with Homestyle Mashed Potatoes.
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ALEXANDRIA
FILM FESTIVAL
REVIEWS

The annual Alexandria Film Festival 
returns this year and is once again 
virtual, allowing viewers to enjoy a 

collection of more than 40 films right 
at home. Viewers can purchases a ticket 

and watch the films until midnight 
on Thanksgiving. This year’s festival 

includes a variety of short films, 
feature films and documentaries from 

a roster of local and international 
filmmakers. Tickets for specific 

showcases are $12, and an all-festival 
pass is $75. On subsequent pages, 

enjoy a selection of film reviews 
from Alexandria Times staff.

COURTESY PHOTO



‘I’m Fine (Thanks for Asking)’  
is life on a razor’s edge
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

At one point in directors Kelley Kali and 
Angelique Molina’s pandemic-era drama 
“I’m Fine (Thanks for Asking),” single mother 
Danny, also played by Kali, falls face first into 
a pothole filled with water. 

In a film full of trials and tribulations for 
Danny, who is just trying to get the last $200 
for a down payment on an apartment to get 
her and her lively daughter Wes (Wesley Moss) 
off the streets, it’s just another twist of fate. 
Except instead of her face hitting the ground, 
Danny’s entire body falls through the pothole 
and into a dark, bottomless pool of water. As 
Danny looks around in disbelief, her money 
and possessions float away. She is sinking.

This is the only fantasy sequence in “I’m 
Fine (Thanks for Asking),” but it feels shock-
ingly real. It is the perfect visual metaphor for 
what many Americans experienced during the 
pandemic. Kali and Molina’s directorial eyes 
are finely attuned to the ways that, for many 
people, for the last two years – and even before 
then – life has been balanced on a razor’s edge.

A widow and mother of one, Danny carries 
a lot on her shoulders throughout the course 
of the all-in-a-day events that transpire 
during the film. Danny and Wes have been 
camping out on the side of a road in Los An-
geles – Danny has been telling Wes they are 
just camping – and saving up money to get 
back into her apartment. To earn some cash, 
she works as a travelling hairdresser and de-
livery person for a Postmates-like app, roller 
skating from one job to the next.

Although the roller skates seem at first like 
a cinematic affectation, they are vital to es-
tablishing the nonstop hustle that is Danny’s 
life. She’s always on the move, never slowing 
down even as she hits one snag after another. 
The cascading series of events, of cancelled 
appointments, missed opportunities and bel-
ligerent customers, that Danny experiences is 
exhausting, but effectively so. Kali and Moli-
na are keenly aware of how when you’re skat-
ing the poverty line, the smallest interactions 
can make or break you. The directors are also 
well aware of how those interactions impact 
Danny as both a woman and woman of color.

Directed by Kali and Molina and shot by 

director of photography Becky Baihui Chen, 
“I’m Fine (Thanks for Asking)” captures the 
vibrancy and oppressive heat of L.A. and its 
surrounding environs. Even as Danny zips by 
her surroundings, there is a defined sense of 
place that grounds Danny and her community. 
Much of that comes down to the script, written 
by Kali, Molina and Roma King, which is never 
afraid to give personality to characters like bar-
ber and gold dealer Bobby (Ira Scipio) who may 
only show up in a couple of scenes but are given 
enough life and personality to warrant more.

The uniformly excellent cast is made up 
almost entirely of actors of color. Moss shines 
bright as the apple of Danny’s eye, Scipio 
projects enough natural charm and warmth to 
fill his character’s empty barbershop and Ma-
rie is hilarious as Danny’s best friend. Deon 
Cole, known for his standup comedy and role 
on “Black-ish,” is a producer on the film and 
makes a funny, slightly menacing appearance. 

But Kali is the star of the show. She is at 
the center of every frame, and as Danny, she 
exudes desperation, exasperation and ex-
haustion at almost every turn but never los-
es track of Danny’s humor and charisma. In 
her conversations with friends like Brooklynn 
(Brooklynn Marie), we see warmth but always 
through a shield Danny has built up in order 
to protect herself. It’s a shield deployed with 
two words: “I’m fine.”

It’s not until the final moments of the film, 
in a scene so plain yet emotionally potent 
that it’s not worth spoiling, that we see just 
how much the events of the last day have im-
pacted Danny – and just how much a bed and 
a place to stay are worth. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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ALEXANDRIA FILM FESTIVAL
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COURTESY PHOTO
Kelley Kali as widowed, single mother Danny in 
“I’m Fine (Thanks for Asking).”

Our largest fundraiser
Starts Saturday, November 21, 10 a.m.

Proceeds are used to cover the cost of camp 
for Alexandria children who need financial 

assistance, so that every child has the  
opportunity to attend our summer program.

110 Callahan Drive in Alexandria VA 
directly across from the Masonic Temple

***Douglas Fir, Fraser Fir, Canaan Fir, Colorado Spruce,  
and Tabletop trees available***

For more information:www.AlexPYC.org

Alexandria 
Police 

Youth Camp
Est 1947

Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

Alexandria Police Youth Camp 
Annual Christmas Tree Sale

Sending over 20,000 children to 
Summer Camp since 1947

Ring in the holiday season with the return of this beloved classic tale by Charles Dickens. 
Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly Victorian humbug travels with three ghostly guides through
his Christmas past, present and future to discover the true meaning of the holidays.

written by
Charles Dickens
adapted by
Donna Ferragut
directed by
Carol Jean Clark
produced by
Stacey Becker and
Ira Forstater

Dec. 3 - 18, 2021



BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

“In Search of Monsters,” the 
documentary from journalist 
John Goetz, is provocative in 
its exploration of the limits 
and value of forgiveness and 
the power of perspective and 
personal bias. At times, Goetz 
reaches beyond his grasp, as 
he asks question after question 
and attempts to get to the core 
around the story of Mohame-
dou Salahi and his torture at 
the hands of U.S. interrogators 
in Guantanamo Bay.

The details of Salahi’s sto-
ry have been well reported, 
including by Goetz himself. 
Salahi was imprisoned for 
more than 14 years based on 
what the U.S. government al-

leged was his connection to Al 
Qaeda. He was never charged 
with any crime and was even-
tually released from prison 
and sent home to Mauritania, 
where he now lives and works 
as a life coach.

It’s clear from the start of 
the film that Goetz’ interest 
lies in one specific aspect of 
Salahi’s narrative. In his book, 
Salahi invited his tormen-
tors to drink tea with him in 
his home. At first Goetz ad-
mits he thought it was just a 
writerly flourish, a nice sen-
timent, but he quickly real-
ized Salahi was dead serious. 
Salahi reached out to Goetz in 
the hopes that the journalist 
and filmmaker could help him 
contact the members of the 
Special Projects Team, called 
by critics a “torture team,” 
and forgive them for the pain 
they inflicted.

“Revenge is very tricky,” 
Salahi says at one point in the 
film. “What is revenge? Do I 
want to kill him? Do I want to 
apply the same pain on him? 
I found this ridiculous. So, my 
best revenge was to forgive, 
give me back my control.”

The only catch: Salahi 

doesn’t know their names or 
faces – they used codenames 
and wore masks. The film ef-
fectively chronicles Goetz’ 
investigation into what 
happened to Salahi and the 
bread crumb trail that leads 
him from a footnote on a U.S. 
Senate report to the people 
who oversaw Salahi’s torture.

Scored with driving 
synths and full of clandestine 
meetings, “In Search of Mon-
sters” sometimes resembles 
the paranoia-filled political 
thrillers of the 1970s. One by 
one Goetz tracks down Sala-
hi’s torturers and gets them 
to talk to the camera. All of 
them stand firm in their be-
lief that Salahi is an enemy 
of the U.S. – some claim he 
recruited three of the hijack-
ers involved in the attacks 
on Sept. 11, 2001 – but their 
individual responses to the 
conversations that they inev-
itably have with Salahi reveal 
Goetz’, and Salahi’s, real aim.

Salahi describes in detail 
what these people did to him 
in Guantanamo Bay – how he 
was interrogated for 20 hours 
at a time, stripped down and 
shackled to the floor and de-

prived of food and the ability 
to pray. Goetz’ attempt to hu-
manize those who tormented 
Salahi by including their ac-
counts and admissions of 
regret or guilt is provocative 
and, at times, off-putting. 

But, vitally, Goetz nev-
er questions Salahi’s inno-
cence. Instead, the stories of 
Salahi’s torturers are used to 
show how torture was ratio-
nalized in the aftermath of 
the Sept. 11 attacks on Amer-
ican soil and how U.S. foreign 
policy impacts both those 
who execute it and those 
who are harmed by it. At 
times Goetz pushes too hard 
to humanize or explain these 
men and their behavior, but 
he never lets them or the au-
dience forget what they did. 

Eventually, Goetz connects 
Salahi with the figures that 
have occupied his post-trau-
matic nightmares for years. The 
conversations that ensue range 
from awkward and guarded to 
oddly jovial. Much like the film 
itself, even when the conversa-
tions become uncomfortable, 
they remain powerful.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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“In Search of Monsters” 
seeks vengeance  
through forgiveness

PHOTO/AUTENTIC
Mohamedou Salahi in John Goetz’ documentary “In Search of Monsters.”

Fontaine ‘To Go’ Coffee Shop (2 doors right)  
7 am to 2:30 pm daily -- Coffee, croissants, locally made pastries & more!

Fontaine Caffe open daily!

FONTAINE Mon. - Fri. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm; 
5:30 - 10:00 pm 
Sat. - Sun. - 9 am - 10 pm

Dine in, try curbside take out or local delivery  
www.fontainebistro.com | 703-535-8151

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

This Thanksgiving, 
try our party  

platters or let us 
provide the best 
side dishes ever!

New menu,  
new chef,  

new hours, 
family friendly. 

Enjoy our patio!
11am-3pm  Sat/Sun Brunch

3pm -7pm Happy Hour

Open daily for lunch & dinner! 
1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray

703.836.1212 • www.kaizentavern.com



BY DENISE DUNBAR

The international show-
case in this year’s Alexandria 
Film Festival contains four 
films, one each from South 
Africa, Russia, Iran and Mo-
rocco. The Moroccan entry, 
“Ultimate Ink,” is a 21-min-
ute look at coming to terms 
with impending mortality.

The film follows Ibra-
him Ben Idriss, a 79-year-old 
engraver of stone markers, 
played with subtle sadness by 
Azelarab Kaghat, who is star-
tled to receive an order for his 
own epitaph – with a death 
date of 15 days hence. The or-
der was delivered by a mysteri-
ous stranger, who might have 
been the grim reaper, to Ibra-

him’s young assistant Moha 
(Hashem Bastaoui) before 
Ibrahim arrived at work on the 
morning of Oct. 16, 2019.

Moha thinks very little of 
it, assuming the stranger must 
have confused the date and 
that it was just a coincidence 
the name was exactly that of his 
boss. But Ibrahim knows better.

Ibrahim ponders his im-
pending death as he repeats 
his daily routines at home 
with his wife Meryem (Ma-
lika El Omari), who is puzzled 
and frightened by Ibrahim’s 
distant behavior and morose 
countenance, and walking to 
and from work. All of this is 
conveyed with few words in 
understated performances.

Ibrahim sets to work 

somewhat mysteriously writ-
ing calligraphy on a beautiful 
scroll. With his small grand-
daughter watching him with 
adoration, Ibrahim finishes 
the scroll and signs his name 
and the date: Oct. 29, 2019, 
which turns out to be the ac-
tual date of his death.

A mystical ending, in 
which the repeated appear-
ance of white pigeons sym-
bolizes the freeing of the soul, 
reveals that love can alter 
even the ultimate ink of time. 

The film ends with Meryem 
dressed in white, sobbing while 
Ibrahim’s voice recites what 
were apparently the words on 
the scroll: “My adoration last-
ed a thousand and one coinci-
dences. And the wanderer was 

destroyed by eagerness. Great 
is the question. Nought is my 
knowledge. The melodies of my 
body made of clay secretly con-

spire with the sound of my keen 
need. So, the love of rhymes 
engulfed me in my inkwell of 
intimate mysteries. Love was 
my remedy and was my ulti-
mate ink. Great is the question. 
Nought is my knowledge.”

“Ultimate Ink” was direct-
ed by Yazid El Kadiri, written 
by Moncef El Kadiri and Yazid 
El Kadiri and produced by Fay-
cal El Kadiri. It has received 
numerous awards during the 
past two years, including best 
film at the 2020 National Film 
Festival in Morocco and best 
picture in both the Algerian 
Festival of Short Movies in 
2020 and earlier this year in 
the Tunisian Panorama Inter-
national Short Film Festival.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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‘Ultimate Ink’ ponders 
a universal question

The poster for Yazid El Kadiri’s 
short film “Ultimate Ink.”

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311



In search of “A Moment of Magic”
BY DENISE DUNBAR

We live our lives for that 
moment of magic. Not just 
when we look into another’s 
eyes and know that we’ve 
found a soulmate, because 
that doesn’t happen often 
nor for everyone. 

“A Moment of Magic,” a 
19-minute film with a cast of 
just two, the dazzling Claire 
(Becka Adams) and gorgeous 
Jazmine (Paige Annette), is 
about the lengths we go to 
in search of that tick of the 
clock when everything clicks 
and we lose ourselves, and 
our mundane everyday lives, 
in happiness.

“A Moment of Magic” 
shows the meticulous prepa-
ration Claire and Jazmine 
take for their night out on 
the town. The camera zooms 
in on each as they pains-
takingly apply lipstick, with 
their hair styled and wearing 
dresses that accentuate their 
beauty. Claire, who is always 
late, keeps her friend waiting 
downstairs in the car for 20 
minutes while she finishes 
primping and takes a multi-
tude of selfies until she finds 
the perfect one to post on so-
cial media.

As they drive to a club, 
Jazmine relates her boredom 
with her job and frustration 

at her mother’s attempts 
to help her find a husband. 
Claire likes her job but keeps 
getting work texts that she 
must respond to as they drive 
to the club.

There’s music throughout 
the film – as Claire dresses, 
as Jazmine drives, in the club 
they eventually enter – that 
sets the mood for the good 
time they seek.

Cut to the next morning, 
when the sun is rising and 
Claire and Jazmine sit to-
gether on a hillside, discuss-
ing the evening that just end-
ed. Jazmine is disappointed 
that in the end it’s pointless, 
and she’s no closer to meet-

ing “Mr. Right.” 
Claire has a different take 

on the evening, and the mov-
ie culminates in her expla-
nation of why it’s worth it to 
seek that magical moment.

“A Moment of Magic” was 
written and directed by An-
drea Casadio and was pro-

duced by David Blackbird. 
The film was made this year 
in the U.S and is one of four 
movies in the Alexandria 
Film Festival’s “Superwomen 
Showcase,” along with “Lib-
by,” “Ala Kachuu–Take and 
Run” and “Open Field.” 

-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/ANDREA CASADIO
“A Moment of Magic” from director Andrea Casadio.

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
REHABILITATION & SKILLED NURSING

POSSIBILITIES?
C A N  Y O U  S E N S E  T H E

Irresistible belly laughs over shared meals 
with friends. The thrill of visiting faraway 
lands with virtual reality. Sharing your 
passions or discovering new interests 
in a Watermark University class.

A sense of adventure.  
A sense of pure joy.
A sense of community.  

Call us today at 703-291-0188 to  
schedule your private tour. Learn more  
at wrcsenses.com/washingtonhouse.

5100 Fillmore Avenue • Alexandria, VA 22311 
washingtonhouse.watermarkcommunities.com



TimesLivinq
St. Martin de Porres 
reopens, providing 
array of services to 
older residents
BY PAMELA AUSTIN

There are two senior cen-
ters in the City of Alexandria 
operated by the Department 
of Community and Human 
Services’ Division of Aging 
and Adult Services, both of 
which had to close during 

the COVID-19 pandemic.
St. Martin de Porres Se-

nior Center and the senior 
center at the Charles Hous-
ton Recreation Center of-
fer independent seniors the 
opportunity to participate 
in a wide range of activities, 
including exercise, creative 
activities, field trips, music, 
computer classes, English as 
a second language, cultural 
activities, intergenerational 

activities, celebrations and 
some that are just fun.  

Center participants also 
enjoy nutritious meals and 
spend time making friends 
and socializing. The centers 
are for individuals age 60 or 
older. Free transportation 
is provided to the centers 
through the Alexandria Divi-

sion of Aging and Adult Ser-
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The seniors freely shared 
their experiences of 

loneliness, social isolation and 
how challenging the pandemic 
was on their families.”

– Anne T. Coyne,
program director, St. Martin de Porres Senior Center

Get more out of your retirement!
At Ashby Ponds and Greenspring, you gain more than 
a stylish senior living apartment home, you gain a 
community filled with extraordinary amenities  
and services—at a value that may surprise you!

Get your free brochure! Call 1-800-746-1459 
or visit RetirementVirginia.com today.

ASHBY PONDS
GREENSPRING

12
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11
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Home for the holidays
Give yourself the gift 
of renovation and 
appreciate it for  
years to come
BY BRANDPOINT

If you’re like most peo-
ple, you’ve spent more time 
at home in the last year 
and a half than ever before. 
While there are probably 
things you love about your 
house, spending so much 
time there makes you acute-
ly aware of where upgrades 
are in order.

Fortunately, you don’t 
need to spend a lot of money 
on renovations to give your 
home a refresh. This holiday 
season treat yourself to these 
gifts for the home that will 
help you elevate your favor-
ite spaces so you can enjoy 
them for years to come.

Sing in the shower
Imagine taking a soothing 

shower and as the warm water 
washes over you, you’re also 
surrounded by your favorite 
sounds. This immersive sen-

sory experience is a great way 
to wake up in the morning or 
relax in the evening, thanks 
to the multifunctional Moxie 
showerhead.

Combining a luxurious 
spray with a high-quality 
audio speaker with sound by 
Harman Kardon, this wire-
less speaker elevates every 
shower. Whether you’re in 
the mood for listening to a 
favorite podcast, rocking out 
to dance music or breathing 
deep to calming tunes, you 
can customize the experience 
by pairing it to your phone or 
other personal device. Plus, 
because it’s portable, you can 
bring it wherever you want to 
go, from the bathroom to the 
bedroom and beyond.

Ease kitchen cleanup
Whether you’re baking 

treats to spread some joy or 
cooking up a feast for friends 
and family, the kitchen be-
comes the hub of the home 
during the holidays. This 
also means it can become 
mess central. Consider buy-
ing yourself or a loved one a 
Kohler Step Can garbage con-
tainer to help get rid of mess-
es simply and hands-free, 
thanks to a sturdy foot pedal.

From slim 2.5-gallon trash 
cans to large 13-gallon op-
tions, it is available in a va-
riety of sizes to fit any space. 
Clean lines and thoughtful 
designs allow it to be placed 
right against the wall or a 
cabinet for a flush fit. Made 
with a sleek stainless-steel 
fingerprint-proof finish, this 
can will stay cleaner longer, 
no matter how messy your 
kitchen adventures get.

Style the bathroom
Bathroom countertops 

can become chaotic surfaces 
packed with grooming and 
wellness supplies. A touch of 
organization can transform 
the space with style, simi-

lar to what you see in home 
magazines. Explore Bente 
collection accessory sets in 
a variety of colors to match 
your bathroom aesthetic, in-
cluding ebony pearl, oyster 
pearl and herringbone.

These accessory sets hold 
favorite bathroom supplies, 
enhancing the beauty and 
organization of the bath-
room countertop space. This 
helps you create a cohesive, 
elevated look that is espe-
cially useful if you’re hosting 
guests. Staying at someone 
else’s home? Bente sets come 
in a beautiful gift box and 
make a great gift for the host 
or hostess.

Create mood with light
When you update light-

ing, you not only add style 
to spaces – you make them 
more functional, too. Am-
bient lighting is typically 
overhead lighting that can be 
adjusted to brighten or dim 
the room to set the mood or 
enhance surrounding light. 

Adding task lighting de-
signs, such as a lighted bath-
room mirror with magnifica-
tion or a decorative tabletop 
reading lamp, elevates the 
overall decor aesthetic, while 
also providing the perfect 
light to start your day or an 

intimate lighting source to 
help you tuck into that fa-
vorite book at night. Accent 
lighting can highlight ar-
chitectural details and other 
decorative elements within 
a home. When all of these 
lighting types align, you can 
create a sophisticated atmo-
sphere that also fits your per-
sonal taste and lifestyle.

Regardless of your light-
ing needs, Kohler lighting is 
available in a wide range of 
styles and finishes for whole 
home solutions. From state-
ment-making chandeliers 
and flush mounts to pen-
dants, sconces and bath bars 
that can be paired or grouped 
for dramatic effect, each 
piece is expertly crafted us-
ing the finest materials and 
is quality tested to ensure the 
design remains beautiful for 
many years to come. Many of 
the Kohler Lighting designs 
also offer color-matched fin-
ishes to complement Kohler 
faucets and fixtures for 
seamless bathroom applica-
tions.

Whether it’s a gift for 
yourself or a gift for a loved 
one, these upgrades are high 
impact yet affordable. This 
makes spending time at 
home more enjoyable than 
ever.

COURTESY PHOTO
The kitchen – and kitchen messes – are central features of the holi-
day season, so a new garbage can makes for a great gift.

Tech Painting is an EPA Lead-Safe 
Certified company, and the supervi-
sors are trained and certified in the 
EPA's Renovation, Repair and 
Painting Program. Supervisors and 
employees follow OSHA safety 
requirements on all jobs, as well as 
current CDC recommendations to 
ensure the health and safety of their 
crews and customers. All Tech 
Painting employees are 100% 
vaccinated against COVID-19, and 
full-vaccination status is required 
for all new hires.
    Tech Painting’s high standards, 
positive corporate culture and 
dedicated employees are the reasons 
that this established business has 
more than 1,500 satisfied customers 
and has become one of the largest 
painting contractors in the 
greater-Washington D.C. metropoli-
tan area. Find out firsthand why over 
95% of Tech Painting’s business 
comes from either repeat customers 
or word-of-mouth referrals.

Tech Painting

Location:  5150 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria 22304
Neighborhood: Eisenhower Avenue Corridor 
Owner: Scott Burr
Year Opened: 1987 
Type of Business: Interior and exterior house painting, commercial painting,
wallcovering, and related services
Service Area: Alexandria, the greater metropolitan-DC region, Richmond, 
& the NC Outer Banks 
Hours of Operation: Mon to Fri 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Contact for estimates: jnicolson@techpainting.com       
Website: https://www.techpainting.com/
Phone: 703-684-7702 

    Tech Painting is proud to serve 
homeowners and businesses in 
Alexandria and the greater 
metropolitan-D.C. region. Tech’s 
crews exceed clients’ expectations 
with their professional craftsman-
ship and top-notch customer 
service. Tech’s employees – from 
the painters to the office staff – are 
the secret to their reputation for 
quality, service and value, all of 
which are central components of the 
company culture at Tech Painting.
    Painters are carefully selected, and 
Tech Painting provides regular 
training for supervisors and their 
crews. New products and techniques 
are introduced to keep staff 
up-to-date on the latest develop-
ments in the painting industry. 
Tech’s employees see themselves 
not just as painters, but as experts in 
their craft, eager to provide the best 
possible service to their customers. 
Tech’s goal is to hire painters who 
will develop and grow with the 
company and provide paths for 
development and promotion.
    The health and safety of Tech’s 
employees and customers are 
paramount on Tech Painting jobs. 
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AT A GLANCE
Address: 6611 Beddoo St., 
Alexandria, VA 22306
Neighborhood: Belle View
Price: $695,000
Square footage: 2,400
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 2.5
Year built: 1960
Contact:
Diane G. Murphy
703.408.1152
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty
dmurphy@ttrsir.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

Special features of 
this home include an 
updated eat-in k itchen 
with stainless steel ap-
pliances, g ranite coun-
tertops, Bosch dish-
washer and gas powered 
stove. This home has 
neutral decor and beau-

tiful hardwood f loors 
on the main level.  The 
liv ing room has a gas 
f ireplace that was just 
recently rebuilt . 

Other recent im-
provements include a 
hot water heater, g ut-
ters, outside doors and 

front windows.  The low-
er level offers a fourth 
bedroom, full bath, 
family room, laundr y 
room and storage area. 
There is even a bright 
and beautiful walk-out. 
On the lower level, all 
dr y wall and f looring 

was replaced, electr ical 
upgrades were made and 
new f ixtures were added 
in the family room.

This home has con-
venient, easy access 
to Old Town, the Belle 
View Shopping Cen-
ter, George Washing ton 

Park way, Sher wood Hall 
Regional Librar y, Mount 
Vernon INOVA Hospi-
tal, numerous parks, 
playgrounds, shopping, 
restaurants and many 
businesses.

Left: The lovely walk out rambler leads to a professionally landscaped yard.
Middle: The eat-in kitchen is updated and well designed.
Right: The family room includes access to the walk-out, which leads to a spacious yard.

Single family home at incredible price point

COURTESY PHOTOS

vices’ Special Transportation Unit.
We are pleased to announce the 

reopening of St. Martin de Porres 
Senior Center, located on the west 
side of Alexandria. This Catholic 
community welcomes all residents 
from the City of Alexandria, regard-
less of race, religion, language, na-
tional origin or culture. 

“Many provisions were put in 
place for a safe return of all partic-
ipants including new renovations. 
Everyone wears masks and follows 
social distancing protocols. The 
center is brighter with new paint 
and lights, rooms have been ex-
panded and soundproofed,” Anne T. 
Coyne, St. Martin de Porres Senior 
Center program director, said.

  In the first week of reopening, 

the center averaged 18 older adults 
each day. 

“They arrived by foot, bus or 
car. Seniors were happy to return 
and see their friends,” Coyne stat-
ed.  “The seniors freely shared their 
experiences of loneliness, social 
isolation and how challenging the 
pandemic was on their families. 
We had a beautiful tribute from a 
senior so thankful for all [St. Mar-
tin de Porres] and the city did to 
help them during the challenging 
times.” 

The center is having a tree plant-
ing ceremony in honor of the 11 se-
niors lost during the pandemic and 
is assisting those who are interest-
ed in getting the COVID-19 booster 
vaccine. St. Martin de Porres Senior 
Center is working closely with the 
Alexandria Health Department’s 

ALX Promise Gold Team to contin-
ually assess their COVID-19 safe re-
turn procedures. 

Attendance is limited to 20 par-
ticipants daily. Center staff are ea-
ger to extend services to new cli-
ents but must do so gradually. The 
program is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. If 
you’d like more information about 

the center please visit their website 
at www.ccda.net or contact the cen-
ter at 703-751-2766.

 Unfortunately, the senior center 
at Charles Houston, located inside 
the Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, 901 Wythe St., remains 
closed and its reopening is under 
development. For further informa-
tion regarding programs for older 
adults call the Division of Aging 
and Adult Services at 703-746-5999, 
email DAAS@alexandriava.gov or 
visit our website www.alexandriava.
gov/aging.

The writer is aging and 
disability resource coordinator 

for the City of Alexandria’s 
Department of Community & 

Human Services Division of 
Aging & Adult Services.

CENTERS FROM | 21

PAMELA
AUSTIN

Run in Nov and Dec 2021 

We’re booking interior painting projects for Jan/Feb 2022! 
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and ask about our 

W i n t e r  D i s c o u n t!  
703-684-7702 

ASK ABOUT 
OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 
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Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

COURTESY PHOTO
Graffiti that appears to be connected with the gang 
MS-13 was found on a brick exterior stairway in Old 
Town last weekend. 

New police board lacks credibility

Opinion

To the editor:
As a police reporter for two daily news-

papers during the 1960s when there was a 
wave of civilian oversight of the police, I 
have had an enduring interest in the con-
tinuing conversation about the use and 
effectiveness of such bodies. Thus, the 
proposed composition of the new Alex-
andria “Independent Community Policing 
Review Board” caught my attention.

The commission is to have eight mem-
bers of whom seven have a vote. Among 
the seven, three are to be from “racially 
or socially marginalized communities 
who have commonly experienced dispa-
rate policing …”  Unfortunately, “dispa-
rate policing” goes undefined.

A fourth slot is reserved for a repre-
sentative of an advocacy group for “ra-
cial and social justice.” There are three 
at-large members with no professional 
criteria listed, an aberration from the 
usual norm, and one person who has ac-
tual experience in law enforcement. That 
individual, however, has no vote. 

Another puzzle is that while the cit-
izen appointees, the advocacy group 
representative and the expert all serve 
three-year terms, the “marginalized” 
three serve only 18 months. No explana-
tion is given for the disparity. It suggests, 
however, a lack of confidence about the 
continuing value of individuals whose 
qualification is being from a group “ex-
periencing disparate policing.” 

The net result of this board compo-
sition for me is to question its capability 
to see the police function holistically and 
with perspective. How about including a 
lawyer who handles traffic and criminal 
cases? Or a member of the media who 
has reported on a range of police-related 
issues? Or a member of the clergy who 
regularly is involved in police matters?

If this board is to have credibility with 
the larger public over time, as we hope, its 
composition is all important. Unfortunate-
ly, this effort by city hall seems to fall short.

-Jack Sullivan,
 Alexandria

Toothless Sunshine Law

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not 
reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Virginia’s Freedom of Information Act was created to pre-
vent elected officials from gathering together out of the public 
eye and making policy without citizen input.

Last month, four members of Alexandria’s City Council 
secretly developed a blueprint for a new policy regarding po-
lice officers, commonly called SROs, in Alexandria City Public 
Schools and presented their plan as a fait accompli at the Oct. 
12 council meeting. The four were Councilors Canek Aguirre, 
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, John Chapman and Mo Seifeldein. 

Alexandria City Attorney Joanna Anderson and two open 
government experts that the Times consulted agreed that the 
action by our local council members did not breach the letter 
of Virginia FOIA law because the four didn’t meet in person 
or exchange emails within a timeframe that courts have ruled 
constitutes a “meeting.” See the Times page one story, “Sun-
shine Law: A closer look,” for more information.

But there is no doubt that the four violated the spirit of the 
Sunshine Law, which is to prevent policymaking without public 
input.

It’s both telling and sad that Aguirre said of the four council 
members’ actions: “Because ultimately what happens is while 
we have one-on-one conversations either trying to reach con-
sensus or build ideas, all of that comes out afterwards.” 

Aguirre apparently fails to see the irony, or problem, when 
a majority of council decides an important policy issue without 
public input, then presents it as a done deal. Because, hey, the 
public will ultimately learn of the decision, even though that 
will be too late for residents to have any say in the chosen pol-
icy. 

Holding a public hearing after a majority of an elected body 
has already decided the outcome would be like holding the 
NCAA basketball tournament after the commissioner has al-
ready secretly decided which team will win: Playing the actual 
tournament would be nothing but a charade. 

Bennett-Parker provided a statement concurrent with  Agu-
irre’s comments. The charitable interpretation is that these 
council members fail to understand the difference between 
what’s technically legal and what’s right. It’s the difference be-
tween “can” and “should.” The less charitable interpretation is 
that they know but don’t care.

Doing things the wrong way simply because one can reflects 
the lack of a guiding moral compass. Ethics and freedom of in-
formation laws are important precisely because it’s so difficult 
for the public to rely on the internal moral compasses of elected 
officials.

It seems obvious that Virginia’s Freedom of Information 
laws need to be updated to reflect technological advances and 
the post-COVID-19 reality that few people gather around actual 
tables any more to make decisions.

Having FOIA laws on the books that have slim chances of 
preventing what they were designed to forestall – policy deci-
sions made out of the public eye – means that the laws have 
devolved into little more than a form of virtue signaling.

Virginia’s FOIA laws appear to be aspirational rather than 
enforceable at this point. It’s time they were updated.



A few words of advice to the School Board
Congratulations to the three returning and six 

new members of Alexandria’s School Board who 
take office on Jan. 1, 2022, at an intense time for 
school boards in Virginia and nationwide.  

A newly elected board member described the 
most prominent issues in the recent campaign 
as, “… whether to keep the superintendent, the 
SROs and the effects of the pandemic.”  The first 
of these – replacing a superintendent – is some-
thing that is much easier to imagine, or fantasize 
about, than it is to do.

Almost everyone who cares about the city’s 
public schools has an image of the 
ideal superintendent as someone 
who agrees with our personal views 
on all major school issues and who 
operates in a congenial style. It is 
tempting to imagine that all of the 
school system’s problems, or our 
personal problems with the schools, 
will magically disappear with the in-
stallation of a great new superinten-
dent. However, it is easy to overlook 
the transaction costs, financial and 
otherwise, of replacing a superintendent.

The announcement of a superintendent’s 
departure almost inevitably signals the start of 
a watching and waiting period for administra-
tors and teachers. New ideas and initiatives, no 
matter how promising, are rarely tried. Operat-
ing problems are often unaddressed pending the 
arrival of the new chief executive. To paraphrase 
Sir Isaac Newton’s First Law of Motion, a bu-
reaucracy at rest tends to stay at rest.

The search for a new superintendent tends 
to crowd out other critical matters on a school 
board’s agenda and the time required to find and 
complete negotiations with a new superinten-
dent seems to increase with each passing year.

Once a start date for a new superintendent is 
established, the treading water period continues 
while the new hire, who is almost always an out-
sider, becomes familiar with the school system 
and its challenges. When a new superintendent 
announces a “listening tour” of school commu-
nities, this is another way of saying, “I’m not 
sure what is going on around here, and I’m going 
to take time to find out.” 

Another inescapable fact is that the search 
for a new superintendent takes place in what is 
increasingly a very competitive seller’s market. 
The really excellent people for leadership posi-
tions in any demanding field, including public 
education, are almost always in short supply and 
they are always costly.

When a school board proudly announces 

that a search for a new superintendent will be 
national in scope, this obscures a crucial fact: 
The search usually must be lengthy to yield a 
minimum number of acceptable candidates. 
And executive search and consulting firms add 
to the cost of replacing a superintendent with 
their handsome fees and commissions.

Two important but often overlooked eco-
nomic conditions almost invariably apply when 
a school board enters into a contract with a new 
superintendent.

First, the compensation for a new superinten-
dent automatically increases to the 
prevailing market rate – an analogy 
might be the attraction of free agency 
for professional athletes. The new su-
perintendent will always make more 
money than their predecessor.

Second, the new superintendent’s 
contract usually contains a provision 
that establishes a right to a severance 
if he or she is terminated without 
cause. The size of the severance pay-
ment usually diminishes in propor-

tion to the unfulfilled term of the contract.
Superintendents are rarely terminated for 

cause, so one of the effects of hiring a new su-
perintendent, or extending the contract of an in-
cumbent, is to establish or increase the severance 
obligation. Earlier this year Alexandria’s current 
School Board agreed to a contract extension with 
Superintendent Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D., 
the terms of which will be highly relevant to the 
School Board that takes office in January.

It can be tempting to change superintendents 
because a majority of a board does not like them or 
because the superintendent was not hired by the 
new school board or other reasons not necessari-
ly directly related to performance. Yielding to this 
temptation can create the unfortunate situation 
where a school board pays two superintendents, 
only one of whom actually works. The public reac-
tion to this is invariably negative, as it should be.

Alexandria’s School Board hires one em-
ployee: the superintendent. The School Board’s 
decision is whether legitimate performance 
concerns outweigh the substantial financial and 
other costs of bringing in a new superintendent. 
This is a decision with consequences. 

The writer is a former lawyer, member of 
the Alexandria School Board from 1997 

to 2006 and English teacher from 2007 to 
2021 at T.C. Williams High School, now 
Alexandria City High School. He can be 

reached at AboutAlexandria@gmail.com.

About Alexandria
by Mark Eaton

MARK EATON

Republican  
sweep no surprise
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To the editor:
The statewide Re-

publican sweep of the 
governor’s, lieutenant 
governor’s and attorney 
general’s races, along with 
their success in the House 
of Delegates, should not 
surprise Virginians who 
have followed the cam-
paign issues over the past 
few months. The vast ma-
jority of Virginia voters 
do not want to deal with 
extreme politicians or 
policies from either Dem-
ocrats or Republicans.

Glenn Youngkin won 
the governor’s race be-
cause he focused on 
Virginia’s issues: the 
economic concerns of in-
flation, reducing govern-
ment’s growth and man-
dates and addressing the 
concerns of parents over 
educational extremism 
taking place in our public 
schools. His campaign be-
came a movement, where 
tens of thousands of Vir-
ginia Democrats voted for 
Youngkin because he did 
not nationalize the race 
and focused on local and 
statewide issues that vot-
ers cared about. 

Democrat Terry McAu-
liffe’s campaign was based 
on an obsession with race 
and Donald Trump. McAu-
liffe constantly used race 
to divide Virginia voters 
with a misconception that 
there was a political gain 
by dividing the Common-
wealth on racial issues. He 
constantly tried to com-
pare Youngkin to Trump, 
attempting to scare voters 
away from the Republi-
cans. Identity politics did 
not work, as voters did not 
fall for it. 

Instead, voters elected 
the most diverse state-
wide ticket in Virginia 
history. Winsome Sears, a 

Black woman born in Ja-
maica, and Jason Miyares, 
the son of a Cuban immi-
grant, were not elected to 
office because they were 
Black and Latino but be-
cause they had better pol-
icies.

Sears ran a positive 
campaign, highlighting 
that Virginia and America 
is a welcoming place that 
provided her the opportu-
nity to succeed due to de-
sire and a hard work ethic. 
She never believed that 
you cannot be a success in 
life due to your race, and 
she spoke out against the 
false premise that Ameri-
ca is a racist country.  

Miyares will serve as 
our next attorney general 
and will prioritize public 
safety and embrace our 
law enforcement officers. 
Virginia needs to halt the 
recent rapid increase in 
crime; Miyares will make 
sure the law is concerned 
more with victims’ rights 
than criminals’ rights. 

We are fortunate to 
have elected statewide 
leaders who care for the 
people they lead and who 
will put service before 
self. On a local level this 
should be a reminder to 
the new School Board 
members that the con-
troversial Alexandria City 
Public Schools super-
intendent works for the 
School Board, and the 
School Board works for 
the parents. 

There is a new day in 
Virginia with the promise 
that our government will 
answer to the citizens, 
and the citizens will not 
be run by the government. 
Jan. 15, 2022 cannot come 
soon enough.

-Frank Fannon,
former member, Alex-

andria City Council
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
How familiar are you with Virginia’s Freedom of 
Information Act?

Last Week  
Should first responders such as police officers, 
firefighters and EMTs be paid on the same scale 
as other city employees or a higher pay scale? A) Very familiar.

B) Somewhat familiar.
C) What is it?

82% A higher scale. First responders risk their lives and 
should be paid more for that. 
14% The same scale. We shouldn’t discriminate against 
types of workers. 
3% I’m not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Alexandria and bakeries
Baking has always been a 

part of Alexandria’s history. 
While many early residents 
baked bread for their house-
holds, the commercialization 
of baking served as a gateway 
for some new residents to as-
similate and acquire wealth 
quickly. It also allowed multi-
ple residents to expand their 
influence from starting as 
tenants and small business 
owners to diversifying their 
holdings and expanding their 
political clout. Alexandria 
also has two prime examples 
of large-scale commercial 
baking, and they reflect larger 
trends in our city’s history.

Michael German, an im-
migrant from Bavaria, is listed 
as a tenant in 1849 at 522-524 
King St. in the city directory. 
His bakery business succeed-
ed, as he was able to pur-
chase the building next door 
in 1852. By 1870, tax records 
show that he was one of the 
richest residents in Alexan-
dria. He continued to operate 
his bakery at 526 King St. un-
til 1888.

Around 1920, John Wes-
ley Jackson opened the Al-
exandria Home Bakery. By 
1929, Jackson was one of 
five bakers operating in Al-
exandria. What made him 
unusual was that he was the 
only African American bak-
er at the time. Jackson had 
worked for the German im-
migrant Karl Fuchs’ bakery 

in the decade preceding the 
opening of the Alexandria 
Home Bakery.

Though he was known as 
“Baker” Jackson, he did not 
confine his business inter-
ests to the baked sweets that 
made the bakery famous. He 
connected the bakery build-
ing to his residence at 1022 
Pendleton St. and rented out 
rooms to African Americans 
who were not welcome at the 
local hotels and other board-
ing houses. Jackson’s estab-
lishment was frequently the 
site of Emancipation Day cel-
ebrations in Alexandria.

During the Civil War, the 
Union Army built a giant bak-

ery facility to supply its troops 
stationed in the D.C. area 
and beyond. At the cost of 
$23,000, the bakery complex 
occupied the entire northeast 
block of Princess and Fayette 
streets. The complex could 
produce thousands of loaves 
a day for the war effort.

 The operation in the 200 
block of North Lee Street 
in the 1890s through the 
1920s is the only example 
that compares to that kind 
of scale of breadmaking in 
Alexandria. Initially opened 
as the Alexandria Steam 
Bread Factory, Corby Broth-
ers Steam Bakery bought the 
building in 1904.

 Corby’s already had an 
operation in Washington, 
D.C. The new owners claimed 
to be one of the largest com-
mercial bread bakers in the 
country in the 1920s, but 
their merger with Continen-
tal Bakery Company in 1925 
solidified that claim with the 
rebranding of their prod-
uct, Wonder Bread. The 1925 
merger led to the closure of 
the bakery building, however, 
as Continental moved its pro-
duction to D.C.

 These four bakeries reflect 
four distinct themes in Al-
exandria’s history. German’s 
example shows both the in-
flux of immigrants to Alexan-
dria before the Civil War and 
how operating a bakery led 
to financial success in a short 
amount of time. Jackson also 
reflects how commercial bak-
ing led to financial prosperity 
for an African American in 
segregated Alexandria.

 The Union bakery at Prin-
cess and Fayette shows one 
way in which the Union Army 
used Alexandria as a logistical 
hub to supply its soldiers. The 
bakery in its different versions 
on North Lee Street reflects 
Alexandria’s conversion from 
a city of individual merchants 
to an industrialized version of 
a business with a long history 
in Alexandria.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria.

26 | NOVEMBER 18, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMESOUT OF THE ATTIC

PHOTO/SOUVENIR VIRGINIA TERCENTENNIAL OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA, 1907
Corby Brothers Steam Bakery in the 200 block of North Lee Street.
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TEAM PLAY by Drew Schmenner, edited by David Steinberg

Weekly Words
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ACROSS
1 Baker’s mixture
7 ___ de Janeiro
10 TV brand
13 Homer, to Bart
16 “Mad Men” quote?
17 Care for
18 Red and Yellow expanses
19 Domesticate
20 Try to touch players on Dal-

las’ NHL team?
23 Aware of, as a prank
24 High society
25 Title for a duke
26 Senator’s assistant
27 Breaks into, virtually
28 Hollywood workplace
29 First medium for Jimmy Kim-

mel
31 Recycling receptacle
32 Skin care brand
34 Agree (with)
35 Cater for Calgary’s NHL 

team?
40 Very proper person
42 Flaky mineral
43 Unchallenging
44 Gives the go-ahead
45 Have Oklahoma City’s NBA 

team accompany you?
49 Connoisseur
51 Where a skier may sip hot 

cocoa
52 Approximately

53 Lexicon that had no single 
word of the year for 2020 
(Abbr.)

54 Internet jokes
55 Oldest younger brother?
56 Storyline’s progression
57 Chuckle in a text
58 Picnic pest
59 Not there?
60 Reimburse Buffalo’s NFL 

team?
65 Actor Moranis
69 Aspiring prof.’s test, maybe
71 Certain pig
72 “I’m in heaven!”
73 Palm with berries
74 Soulful Isaac
76 It acquired Netscape
77 Popular sheepskin boots
79 Garment of many lengths
80	 2014	DuVernay	film	about	

1965 marches
81 Mix up one of New York’s 

NFL teams?
84 Soybean ___
85 Fertile, as soil
87 Each birthday candle
88 Love, in Venice
89 Stand up to Seattle’s WNBA 

team?
93 Creamy cheese
94 Uninvited party guest, per-

haps
95 Throw softly

96 Former quarterback Drew
98 Slimy substance
101 Sight from an airplane win-

dow
103 Animal in a pride
105 Do perfectly
106 Least acceptable
108 Big winnings
109 Despise Miami’s NBA team?
112 “___ it strange?”
113 St. Louis attraction
114 Inserts
115 Back out from an agreement
116 Prof.’s degree, often
117 Airport safety org.
118 Liquid bought by the gallon
119 “Puff, puff, pass” player
DOWN
1 Uncovers
2 “Hello” Grammy winner
3 Characteristic
4	 Diplomat’s	finesse
5 Grammy-winning rocker 

Melissa
6	 WNBA	official
7 Modernizes for earthquake 

safety, e.g.
8 How some TV shows are 

aired
9 Poem of praise
10 Do English homework, say
11 ‘80s toon whose tummy can 

beam light
12 Donkey

13 The Floss or the Twist
14 Run ___ (go wild)
15 Rooms for family game 

nights
17 “Star Trek: T.N.G.” counselor
18 Tour of duty
19 Princess’s headwear
21 Shoppe descriptor
22 Uttered
27 Pious guys
30 Help in a bad way?
31 Boyfriend for a belle
33 Uncertainties
34 Where to hang at the play-

ground?
36 Reverberation
37 Listen to, as advice
38 ___ out (just manages)
39	 Identifier	for	the	IRS
40 Exploratory spacecraft
41 Bus passenger
42 Compassion
45 Meh
46 Jewish wedding dance
47 A pro gamer may coach one
48 Shop with cold cuts
50 President Biden’s trans-

port-inspired nickname
54 Reduce to a pulp
56 Imitates
57 Segment of a journey
61 Avenger with a hammer
62 Greeting in Madrid
63 Ale alternative

64 Endure
66 More unwelcoming
67 ___ blanche
68 Hobbyist’s sets
70 Crash into from behind
74 One who will assume the 

throne
75 In every respect
76 Need a massage, perhaps
77 Lyft competitor
78	 Rock	groups	with	loud	outfits
79 Type of chocolate
80 Bawl
81 Well-educated people
82	 “Stay	out	of	this,”	briefly
83 Tortoise’s foe
86 “___ be my pleasure!”
90 Leap with a pole
91 Lethargic mammal
92 Loads and loads
93	 Signifier	of	rank	in	martial	

arts
97 Clears (of)
98 “Color” of envy
99 Great Plains tribe
100 Weasel’s aquatic relative
101 Betting unit in poker
102 Mascara target
104 Machu Picchu builder
105 Zilch
107 “That’s terrible!”
109 Pet that scratches
110 Identify on Instagram
111 Store postings (Abbr.)

JAMES COMBS (74), of Alexandria, Nov. 9, 2021
LORELLE FISHER (96), of Alexandria, Oct. 30, 2021
JAMES KEIGHTLEY (79), of Alexandria, Oct. 31, 2021
FRANCES W. KENDALL (101), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 10, 2021
KATIE LLOYD (87), of Alexandria, Oct. 31, 2021
ROBERT E. LOGAN (82), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 13, 2021
WILLIAM PETREE (53), of Alexandria, Oct. 29, 2021
DAVID R. SCHULTZ (82), formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 29, 2021
KYLE D. SCHULTZ (29), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 9, 2021
EDWARD F. WILKINS (71), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 5, 2021
CLIFTON A. WOOLFREY (83), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 13, 2021

DEATH NOTICES



LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

LEGAL NOTICE OF A  
PUBLIC HEARING

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the December 1, 
2021 meeting of the Board of 
Architectural Review (BAR) is 
being held electronically pursuant 
to Virginia Code Section 2.2 
3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
to undertake essential business. All 
of the members of the public body 
and staff are participating from 
remote locations through Zoom 
Webinar. This meeting is being held 
electronically, unless a
determination is made that it is 
safe enough for the meeting to be 
held in person in the City Council 
Chamber at 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA. Electronic access 
will be provided in either event. 
The meeting can be accessed by the 
public through: Zoom hyperlink 
(below), broadcasted live on the 
government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
YwsRWuETR1KD5PxssH3GXw 

The Board of Architectural Review 
Hearing will start at 7:00 p.m., while 
the Zoom Webinar will become 
available to join at 6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 979 7023 3514
Password: 078777

Public comments will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Lia Niebauer at lia.niebauer@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments on the day of the 
hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 

711.
For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2021-00235 PG
Request for new construction at 
1117 Queen Street.
Applicants: Robert and Kathy Bunn

BAR #2021-00602 OHAD
Request for alterations at 610 South 
Lee Street.
Applicant: Cayley E. Tullman

BAR #2021-00604 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1315 
Prince Street.
Applicants: Karel and Ashley 
Malinovsky

BAR #2021-00606 OHAD
Request for new construction at 
805, 809, 811, 815 and 823 North 
Columbus Street.
Applicant: PT Blooms, LLC, 
contract purchaser

BAR #2021-00197 PG
Request for alterations at 1321 
Cameron Street.
Applicant: ZNB, LLC

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School 
Board will hold a budget public 
hearing on the FY 2023-2032 
Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP) Budget during the Special 
Called School Board Meeting on 
November 29, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.
Public comments regarding the FY 
2023-2032 Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP) Budget may be 
submitted in the following ways: 
•Sign up to speak at the 11/29/21 
public hearing at: https://acpsweb.
wufoo.com/forms/budget-public-
hearing-on-fy-20232032-cip-budget/
•Email written comments to the 
Clerk of the Board at: boardclerk@
acps.k12.va.us 
•U.S. Mail:
Clerk of the Board 
Alexandria City School Board

1340 Braddock Place 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 Only comments related to the FY 
2023-2032 Capital Improvement 
(CIP) Budget will be heard at the 
public hearing. Requests to speak 
or to submit written comments 
must be submitted by Noon on 
November 28, 2021. 

For more information, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board at 
703-619-8316. 

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

Information about this item may be 
obtained from the Department of 
Planning & Zoning,
301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: 703.746.4666 or on the 
City’s website at alexandriava.gov/
dockets.
If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due 
to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the meeting will be held 
electronically. If held electronically, 
the meeting is being held pursuant 
to Virginia Code Section 2.2 
3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20,2020 
to undertake essential business 
and members of the public bodies 
and staff will be participating from 
remote locations through a Zoom 
Webinar.

Electronic access will be provided 
whether the meeting is in person 
or electronic. The Board of Zoning 
Appeals can be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government Channel 70 and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
Electronic participation is also 
available via Zoom by registering to 
attend the hearing via the following 
registration link:
Registration Link:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_vo4fS9-CRRWXw0FD7jdJtw

*** The Webinar will open at 6:30 
PM to allow individuals to join. The 
Board of Zoning Appeals Public 
Hearing will begin at approximately 

7:00 PM. ***

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 913 3652 5005
Password: 475272

Public comments will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in
advance to Kaliah Lewis at kaliah.
lewis@alexandriava.gov or make 
public comments on the day of the 
hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 
711.

BZA #2021-00014
323 North Henry Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Variances from 
the required side yard setbacks to 
construct an addition; zoned: CL/
Commercial Low.
Applicant: Azizul Choudhury

BZA #2021-00015
1017 Oronoco Street
Public hearing and consideration 
of requests for a Special Exception 
from the required side yard setback 
and a Variance to increase the 
maximum permitted floor area to 
construct a second-story addition; 
zoned: RB/Townhouse.
Applicant: David Clouser

BZA #2021-00016
2812 Davis Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Variances from 
the required front and side yard 
setbacks to construct a second-
story addition; zoned: R-8/Single-
Family.
Applicants: David Blank & Amber 
Fuller, represented by Rebecca 
Bostick

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE FOR BID

BIDS IN THE FORM OF A 
PROPOSED AGREEMENT ARE 
INVITED BY THE
CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, 

VIRGINIA, FOR THE GRANT OF 
A NON EXCLUSIVE
FRANCHISE PERMITTING 
FRANCHISEE(S) TO USE 
THE PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-
WAYS IN THE CITY FOR THE 
DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, 
INSTALLATION, 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, 
UPGRADE, REMOVAL 
AND OPERATION OF A 
BROADBAND NETWORK 
FOR OFFERING INTERNET 
ACCESS AND RELATED 
INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE 
CITY.

THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
FOR THE FRANCHISE ARE 
ATTACHED TO
THE ORDINANCE AND ARE 
ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/
Broadband

THE TERM OF THE FRANCHISE 
IS NEGOTIABLE BUT SHALL BE 
FOR AN
INITIAL TERM OF 20 YEARS 
WITH UP TO 3 ADDITIONAL 
EXTENSIONS OF 5 YEARS
EACH.

ALL BIDS ARE TO BE 
SUBMITTED IN WRITING 
IN THE FORMAT OF THE 
FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
FOR THE USE OF THE PUBLIC 
RIGHTS-OF-WAYS TO PROVIDE 
BROADBAND INTERNET 
SERVICE ATTACHED 
HERETO AS EXHIBIT A AND 
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS 
REQUIRED BY TERMS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS. THEBID 
DOCUMENTS ARE TO BE SENT 
TO LAURA TRIGGS AT 301 King 
Street Room 4300, Alexandria 
VA 22314 or to laura.triggs@
alexandriava.gov. 

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL

DECEMBER 2021

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
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and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future 
date. For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2021
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due 
to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, these meetings will 
be held electronically. If held 
electronically, the meetings are 
being held pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(3) 
and the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on June 20, 2020 to 
undertake essential business and 
members of the public bodies and 
staff will be participating from 
remote locations through a Zoom 
Webinar.

Electronic access will be provided 
whether the meetings are in 
person or electronic. The Planning 
Commission and City Council 
Public Hearings can be accessed 
by the public through the live 
broadcast on the government 
Channel 70 and streaming on 
the City’s website. Electronic 
participation is also available via 
Zoom by registering to attend 
the hearings via the following 
registration links:

Planning Commission (Public 
Hearing Webinar):

The Webinar will open at 6:30 PM 
to allow individuals to join, while 
the Planning Commission hearing 
will begin at approximately 7:00 
PM.

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
LaPiKjlIS4eoqmonTC1g5g
Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 927 1934 5403
Password: 757988

City Council (Public Hearing 
Webinar):

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
rr6vg6hkRRqfNlEmVZxBYw

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 933 3926 8745
Password: 585024

Public comment will be received 
at the meetings. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Planning & Zoning staff at 
PlanComm@alexandriava.gov for 
the Planning Commission hearing, 
to the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@
alexandriava.gov for the City 
Council hearing, or make public 
comments on the day of either 
hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation for the Planning 
Commission hearing, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia 
Relay 711. For reasonable disability 
accommodation for the City 
Council hearing, please call the City 
Clerk and Clerk of Council’s Office 
at 703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 838-
5056). We request that you provide 
a 48-hour notice so that the proper 
arrangements may be made.

Special Use Permit #2021 00090
2501 and 2601 Oakville Street 
(Formerly 2412, 2514, and 2610 
Richmond 
Highway, 2500 Oakville Street, 
and 420 Swann Avenue)   Oakville 
Triangle Coordinated Sign Plan
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 
for a coordinated sign plan and 
for the installation of illuminated 
signs above 35 feet per Section 
9 104 of the Zoning Ordinance; 

zoned: CDD #24/Coordinated 
Development District #24. 
Applicant: Oakville Triangle 
Owner, LLC, represented by 
Duncan W. Blair, attorney

Encroachment #2021 00007
2601 Oakville Street (Formerly 
2610 Richmond Highway and 420 
Swann Avenue)
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for an Encroachment 
into the public right of way 
for balconies along Richmond 
Highway; zoned: CDD #24/
Coordinated Development District 
#24.
Applicant: Oakville Triangle Owner 
LLC, represented by Duncan W. 
Blair, attorney

Zoning Text Amendment #2021 
00004
Co-living Dwelling Proposal
(A) Initiation of a Text 
Amendment; and (B) Public 
Hearing and consideration of a 
Text Amendment to the Zoning 
Ordinance to amend Article II 
to define co-living dwelling and 
amend apartment hotel and tourist 
home definitions; amend Article III 
to allow co-living dwellings with a 
Special Use Permit in RM, RB, RS, 
RT zones and classify the use in 
these zones as non-residential for 
the purpose of applying area and 
bulk regulations; amend Article 
IV to allow co-living dwellings 
with an administrative Special Use 
Permit in RCX, RA, RC, RD, CG, 
CD, CD-X, CL, NR, KR, CRMU-L, 
CRMU-M, CRMU-H, CRMU-X, 
OC, OCH zones and provide 
guidelines for applying area and 
bulk regulations to the use in these 
zones based on the number of units 
proposed; Article VIII to establish 
parking requirements for co-living 
dwellings; and amend Article XI 
to establish administrative review 
criteria including number of 
units, maximum occupancy, sign 
requirements, and the minimum 
term for lease agreements as 
well as identify conditions which 
require a Special Use Permit in the 
aforementioned zones. 
Staff: City of Alexandria, 
Department of Planning & Zoning

Special Use Permit #2021 00089 
105 North Alfred Street  
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use 

Permit to operate an apartment 
hotel; zoned: CD/Commercial 
downtown.
Applicants: Bruce and Thelma 
MacGregor
Special Use Permit #2021 00094 
401 High Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Special Use 
Permit for the redevelopment of a 
substandard lot with a single-family 
dwelling; zoned: R 12/Single family. 
Applicant: Windmill Hill, LLC 

Master Plan Amendment #2021-
00007
Rezoning #2021-00006
City Charter Section 9.06 Case 
#2021-00005*
Development Special Use Permit 
#2021-10027 
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2021-00099 
4547, 4555, and 4575 Seminary 
Road - AHDC Seminary Road 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests for: (A) an amendment 
to the Seminary Hill/Strawberry 
Hill Small Area Plan chapter of the 
Alexandria Master Plan to amend 
the land use designation from RL/
residential low to RM/residential 
medium; (B) an amendment to 
the official zoning map to change 
the zone for the properties from 
R-8/Single-family zone to RA/
Multifamily zone; (C) Planning 
Commission to review whether the 
proposed sale of property (4575 
Seminary Road) by the City of 
Alexandria is consistent with the 
City of Alexandria Master Plan 
pursuant to Section 9.06 of the 
City Charter; (D) a Development 
Special Use Permit and site plan, 
subdivision, and modification 
to construct 31 townhomes, an 
8-unit multifamily building, and 
site improvements, including a 
modification to the west side yard 
setback; (E) a Transportation 
Management Plan Special Use 
Permit for Tier 1 TMP (39 dwelling 
units); zoned: R-8/Single-family 
(Seminary Hill). 
Applicant: Alexandria Housing 
Development Corporation, 
represented by Mary Catherine 
Gibbs, attorney, and City of 
Alexandria (Section 9.06 case).

*Please note: City Charter Section 
9.06 Case #2021-00005 will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
only and by the City Council only 

upon appeal.

Master Plan Amendment #2021-
00001
Rezoning #2021-00002
Development Special Use 
Permit #2021-10013 (Stacked 
Townhouses)
Development Special Use Permit 
#2021-10014 (Multifamily 
Buildings)
Development Site Plan #2021-
00004 (Public Streets)
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2021-00025 
(Stacked Townhouses)
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2021-00108 
(Multifamily Buildings)
Special Use Permit #2021-00059 
(Coordinated Sign Plan)
5901, 5951, and 5999 Stevenson 
Avenue and 2 South Whiting Street 
- Landmark Overlook
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests for: (A) an amendment 
to the Landmark-Van Dorn 
Small Area Plan Chapter of the 
Alexandria Master Plan to change 
the recommended primary use 
above the first floor from office 
to residential-with some office 
and to change the following 
recommendations for Block B of 
the Plan: increase the maximum 
square footage of residential uses, 
decrease the minimum square 
footage of office uses, and decrease 
the minimum square footage of 
retail uses; (B) an amendment 
to the official zoning map to 
change the zoning designation for 
the properties from CRMU-M/
Commercial Residential Mixed 
Use - Medium zone and OCM(50) 
/ Office Commercial Medium (50) 
zone to CRMU-H/Commercial 
Residential Mixed Use – High zone; 
(C) a Development Special Use 
Permit to construct new stacked 
townhouse units (multifamily 
residential) with a modification, a 
request to treat the project area as a 
tract for the purpose of calculating 
FAR pursuant to Section 1-400(B)
(3)(c), and Special Use Permits for a 
parking reduction, and to increase 
the proposed floor area ratio (FAR) 
to 2.03; (D) a Development Special 
Use Permit to construct two new 
multifamily residential buildings 
with modifications, a request to 
treat the project area as a tract for 
the purpose of calculating FAR 
pursuant to Section 1-400(B)
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(3)(c), and a Special Use Permit 
request to increase the proposed 
floor area ratio (FAR) to 2.03; (E) a 
Development Site Plan to construct 
two new public streets with a 
request to treat the project area as a 
tract for the purpose of calculating 
FAR pursuant to Section 1-400(B)
(3)(c); (F) a Special Use Permit 
for a Transportation Management 
Plan (Tier 1) for the stacked 
townhouse units (multifamily 
residential); (G) a Special Use 
Permit for a Transportation 
Management Plan (Tier 3) for 
the two multifamily residential 
buildings; and (H) a Special Use 
Permit for a Coordinated Sign Plan; 
zoned CRMU-M/Commercial 
Residential Mixed Use - Medium 
and OCM(50)/Office Commercial 
Medium (50).
Applicant: West End Development 
Associates, LLC, represented by 
Kenneth Wire, attorney

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL 
BE HEARD BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION ONLY AND BY 
CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON 
APPEAL:

Street Name Case #2021 00001
St. Elmo Way   New Street Name
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Street Name Case 
to name a new street; zoned: CDD 
#24/Coordinated Development 
District #24.
Applicant: Oakville Triangle 
Owner, LLC, represented by 
Duncan W. Blair, attorney

Subdivision #2021-00008
City Charter Section 9.06 Case 
#2021-00008
3050 Potomac Avenue and a 
portion of 3601 Richmond 
Highway - APTA and CPYR 
Subdivision
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests to (A) re-subdivide 
3050 Potomac Avenue and a 
portion of 3601 Richmond 
Highway through the adjustment 
of property lines; and (B) review 
whether the dedication of a portion 
of right-of-way on Wesmond 
Drive (private) is consistent 
with the City of Alexandria 
Master Plan; zoned: CDD#10/
Coordinated Development District 
#10 and CDD#19/Coordinated 
Development District #19.
Applicant: JBG/Landbay G, L.L.C. 
represented by M. Catharine 

Puskar, attorney

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL

DECEMBER 2021

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future 
date. For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 
2021 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2021
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic emergency, 
these meetings will be held 
electronically. If held electronically, 
the meetings are being held 
pursuant to Virginia Code Section 
2.2-3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity 
of Government ordinance adopted 
by the City Council on June 20, 
2020 to undertake essential business 
and members of the public bodies 
and staff will be participating from 
remote locations through a Zoom 
Webinar.

Electronic access will be provided 

whether the meetings are in 
person or electronic. The Planning 
Commission and City Council 
Public Hearings can be accessed 
by the public through the live 
broadcast on the government 
Channel 70 and streaming on 
the City’s website. Electronic 
participation is also available via 
Zoom by registering to attend 
the hearings via the following 
registration links:
Planning Commission (Public 
Hearing Webinar):
The Webinar will open at 6:30 PM to 
allow individuals to join, while the 
Planning Commission hearing will 
begin at approximately 7:00 PM.
Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
SppkkXA0Si-PklWBxvqQBg

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301-715-8592 
Webinar ID: 935 3385 4002 
Password: 528708

City Council (Public Hearing 
Webinar):

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
rr6vg6hkRRqfNlEmVZxBYw

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 933 3926 8745
Password: 585024

Public comment will be received 
at the meetings. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Planning & Zoning staff at 
PlanComm@alexandriava.gov for 
the Planning Commission hearing, 
to the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@
alexandriava.gov for the City 
Council hearing, or make public 
comments on the day of either 
hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation for the Planning 
Commission hearing, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia 
Relay 711. For reasonable disability 
accommodation for the City 
Council hearing, please call the City 
Clerk and Clerk of Council’s Office 
at 703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 838-
5056). We request that you provide 
a 48-hour notice so that the proper 
arrangements may be made.

Master Plan Amendment #2021-

Donald G. Knight
Donald Knight, 90, passed 
away peacefully at home 
in Largo, Florida on Nov. 8, 
2021. He was born and raised 
in Alexandria, Virginia. 
Don served in the U.S. Air 
Force and was a government 
technical writer. He was a 
major contributor to the 
Knight family genealogy and 
regaled people with mischie-
vous stories from his youth.

Don was preceded in death 
by former wife, Phyllis 
Thomson, and sister, Rebec-
ca Fones. He is survived by 
his son, Robert, daughter, 
Donna, sister, Joanne Hast-

ings nee Knight, and three 
grandchildren. The family 
will have a private gathering 
to scatter his ashes among 
the Blue Ridge Mountains.

NATION’S GUN SHOW
1300 TABLES!  100% OPEN!    Buy!  Sell!  Trade!

FRI: 3 - 8  |  SAT: 9 - 5  |  SUN: 10 - 5

4320  Chantilly  Shopping  Center,  Chantilly,  VA  20151

VPN

NOVEMBER 19, 20 & 21

540-951-1344 | www.TheNationsGunShow.com | www.ShowmastersGunShows.com

Get Your Supplies While You Still Can!!!

All CDC & VA GOVERNOR GUIDELINES MUST BE FOLLOWED!

The NRA National Firearms Museum presents a Collection of Arms from one of America's most 
extraordinary chief executives, Nobel Prize and Medal of Honor recipient Theodore Roosevelt.

TICKETS  SOLD ONLINE ONLY

VA and Utah Concealed Carry Courses
Saturday or Sunday. Firearmtrainingstore.com 

$10 Discount ONLINE ONLY
or (757) 331-1439

Join or Renew your

NRA membership

at the show and

get in FREE!

VA and Utah Concealed Carry Courses
$10 Discount ONLINE ONLYSaturday or Sunday 

FirearmTrainingStore.com or (757) 331-1439

Largest Gun Show in Metro DC!   Guns, Knives & Accessories!

1300

TABLES!

Dulles Expo 

VA & Utah Concealed Carry Courses (757) 331-1439

OPEN
FULL

BORE!

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia
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00012 (Translation services from 
English to Spanish will be provided)
Arlandria-Chirilagua Small Area 
Plan
(A) Initiation of a Master Plan 
Amendment; and (B) Public 
hearing and consideration of 
the creation of the Arlandria-
Chirilagua Small Area Plan Chapter 
of the City’s Master Plan, including 
the relevant portions of the Four 
Mile Run Restoration Master Plan, 
and an amendment to Potomac 
West Small Area Plan Chapter of 
the City’s Master Plan to remove 
the area that will become the 
Arlandria-Chirilagua Small Area 
Plan.
Applicant: City of Alexandria, 
Department of Planning & Zoning
Zoning Text Amendment #2021 
00009
A Text Amendment to the CDD 
#12 Zoning Table
(A) Initiation of a Text 
Amendment; and (B) Public 
Hearing and consideration of a 
Text Amendment to the Zoning 
Ordinance to amend Section 
5-602(A), CDD #12, development 
guidelines, to increase the 
Maximum Height limit within 
the CDD to conform to the height 
limits of the Arlandria/Chirilagua 
Plan.
Applicant: City of Alexandria, 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
and Office of Housing

City Charter Section 9.06 Case 
#2021 00006*
Coordinated Development District 
Conceptual Design Plan #2021 
00005 
A Coordinated Development 
District Special Use Permit with 
Site Plan #2021 10024 
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2021 00063 
Vacation #2021 00001
221 West Glebe Road and 3606, 
3610, 3612 and 3700 Mount 
Vernon Avenue - AHDC Glebe/Mt. 
Vernon
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests for: (A) Planning 
Commission to review whether the 
proposed sale of property (3700 
Mount Vernon Avenue) by the City 
of Alexandria is consistent with 
the City of Alexandria Master Plan 
pursuant to Section 9.06 of the 
City Charter; (B) a Coordinated 
Development District (CDD) 
Conceptual Design Plan; (C) a 
Coordinated Development District 

Special Use Permit with Site Plan 
including special use permits for 
additional density through the 
provision of affordable housing 
pursuant to Section 7 700 and for 
a parking reduction; modifications 
to the height to setback ratio, the 
line at zone transition, and the front 
yard setback as per Sections 6 403, 
7 902(A) and 7 902(B) respectively, 
to construct a mixed use affordable 
housing multifamily development 
with structured parking; (D) a 
Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit for Tier 
III TMP; and, (E) the vacation 
of a portion of City owned alley; 
zoned: CDD #12/Coordinated 
Development District #12. 
Applicant: Alexandria Housing 
Development Corporation 
(AHDC), represented by Duncan 
W. Blair, attorney, and the City of 
Alexandria (Section 9.06 Case). 

*Please note: City Charter Section 
9.06 Case #2021-00006 will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
only and by the City Council only 
upon appeal.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 

and conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Promote 
job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 

Company- 844-509-1697 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

AU PAIR NEEDED
Au Pair to work in Alexandria, 
Virginia. Attend to children at 

a private household. Perform a 
variety of tasks for the children, 
including feeding, bathing, 
and changing diapers. 1 year 
experience as Au Pair needed. 
Willingness to work weekends 
and early hours on a rotating 
basis. 40 hours per week. Au 
Pair may reside at the employer’s 
residence while employed, 
without charge, but this is 
not required. Send resume to 
Clifford Prether, 7 W Mason Ave, 
Alexandria, VA 22301.

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.
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Licensed in Virginia
703.627.9578 | dcramer@mcenearney.com | dcramer.com

We're in this together, and I will guide you home. 

Donna Cramer, Realtor®

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity

Contract Pending
2508 Clay Street, Alexandria, VA 22302 

3 bedrooms | 3 baths | $1,039,900

Wonderful cul-de-sac location in Jefferson Park! Lovely wood floors, first 
floor bedroom with bath. Addition provides large gourmet kitchen with large 
windows and window seat. Both dining room and kitchen open onto the 

deck for great party flow.

For Sale
221 Gibbon Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

6 bedrooms | 2.5 baths | $2,250,000

Warm heart pine floors throughout, over 4,000 finished square feet living 
space, six rooms with fireplaces complemented by period woodwork 
and built-ins, large kitchen with beamed ceilings and wood cabinetry...

special residence!

Annual Holiday Store
Students in Community Lodgings’ Youth Education Program can shop for gifts for their parents and siblings at the holiday store. 

Please join me in supporting the store through donations of NEW items from December 1-17. A partial list is included below.

HOUSEWARES:
Towels/Linens
Kitchen Tools
Cookware/Tupperware
Silverware/Flatware
Glasses/Mugs
Coffee Maker/Tea Kettle

ADULT MEN:
Wallets 
Ties
Tools 
Watches
Hats & Gloves
Toiletries

ADULT WOMEN:
Jewelry
Beauty Products
Hats & Gloves
Slippers
Toiletries & Makeup

BABIES:
Bottles
Toys
Blankets
Baby Clothes
Hats & Gloves

YOUTH:
Sporting Equipment
Arts & Crafts Kits
Board Games
Legos/Blocks
Hats & Gloves

TEENS:
Jewelry
Toiletries
Socks
Hats & Gloves
Headphones

Drop off in person M-F, 10AM-5PM at 3912 Elbert Ave, Suite 108, Alexandria, VA 22305 
Or order from their Amazon Wish List at https://a.co/c8bx6TT.


