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Supply chain woes
Pandemic-induced 
shortages disrupt busy 
holiday season
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The second holiday season 
impacted by the pandemic is 
upon us, and while persistent 
global supply chain issues 
are starting to show signs of 
easing, local business owners 

warn customers that not every 
shelf will be stocked in time 
for holiday shopping sprees.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has disrupted production and 
supply lines across the coun-
try and world. Container ships 
are still stacked up waiting to 
dock at the port of Los An-
geles, freight costs have sky-
rocketed and, with production 

City pledges to pri-
oritize restoration of 
the water-damaged 
site 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

When Michael Johnson’s 
mother told him that sever-
al of his relatives were bur-
ied in a nearby cemetery, he 
didn’t believe her at first. 

The foliage she gestured 
toward appeared to John-
son as nothing more than 
an overgrown forest full of 
shrubbery he used to play in 
as a kid. 

“I kept telling her, ’Nah, 
mom, there isn’t nobody 
over there – only weeds and 
bushes over there,” Johnson 
recalled. 

But after his mother died 
a few years ago, Johnson 
grew curious about the place 
where so many of his ances-
tors were supposedly bur-
ied. Sure enough, he made 
out a few sporadically visi-
ble headstones and learned 
the area was officially titled 
Douglass Cemetery, but it 

PHOTO/GRETCHEN BULOVA
Douglass Cemetery was established in 1895 but has served as a burial ground for Black residents 
since 1827. 

The fight to preserve 
Douglass Cemetery
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Heritage
BAR defers construction on 

redevelopment site. 
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COURTESY PHOTO
A set of blue loop mugs crafted by a Richmond-based maker from 
Shop Made in Virginia, located in Old Town. Find more local gift 
guide suggestions on page 13.
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Join us in bringing 
holiday cheer to local 
families this season!

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS: 
Stomping Ground
2309 Mt. Vernon Ave 
Alexandria, VA 22301

Mae’s Market & Cafe
277 S. Washington St 
Alexandria, VA 22314

DROP-OFF TIMES & DATES:
Drop-Offs are being received between
11/30-12/17 during open business hours

WHAT:  A Holiday Toy Drive benefitting A Wider Circle. 
We are accepting new, unwrapped toys and gifts 
appropriate for children ages 0-17 years

THANK YOU:  Bring in a gift and get a free 
Peppermint Hot Chocolate as a thank you for your 
donation, courtesy of The Rivkin Group!

compass.com

Questions? Contact us at:

therivkingroup@compass.com
Realtors®  |  rivkinresidential.com
Bonnie Rivkin: 703.598.7788
Courtney Rivkin: 703.869.7788

Sponsored by:
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HOLIDAY MAGIC.
HISTORIC STREETS.

For even more holiday events and things to do, check out:

VisitAlexandriaVA.com/Holidays

Ice & Lights: The Winter  
Village at Cameron Run

Now-January 2

Alexandria Shop Small Week
November 26-December 2

Mount Vernon by Candlelight
November 26-27; 

December 3-4, 10-11 & 19 

Campagna Center’s 
50th Anniversary Scottish 
Christmas Walk Weekend

December 3-4

“A Christmas Carol” at 
The Little Theatre 

of Alexandria
December 3-18

Holiday Festival at  
Torpedo Factory Art Center

December 4

Alexandria Holiday  
Boat Parade of Lights  
sponsored by Amazon

December 4

Del Ray Holiday Tree 
& Menorah Lighting 

December 5

Christmas Market and  
Holiday Craft Show at Carlyle

December 11

First Night Alexandria  
Festivities & Fireworks

December 31

Corporate Partner

Alexandria opens winter 
shelters

Body discovered near Old 
Town pier

APD distributes 
Thanksgiving baskets

ACPS adds electric buses

 The city’s overnight 
shelters for those experi-
encing homelessness are 
now open at 2355-C Mill 
Road and Carpenter’s 
Shelter, 930 N. Henry St., 
for the winter months, 
according to a news re-
lease.
 The shelters at both 
locations will stay open 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
between Dec. 1, 2021 
and March 31, 2022. The 

shelter on Mill Road pro-
vides service specifical-
ly to single adults, while 
Carpenter’s Shelter pro-
vides service to families. 
Transportation to and 
from the shelters is avail-
able at city hall, 301 King 
St., each day at 6:20 p.m., 
the Braddock Road Metro 
Station at 6:30 p.m. and 
Christ House, 131 S. West 
St. at 6:40 p.m., according 
to the release.

 At both overnight shel-
ters, staff and guests will 
get their temperatures 
taken and be required to 
wear face masks, main-
tain six feet of distance 
and use hand sanitizer 
while in the centers.
 For more information 
about the city’s shelters 
and their winter month 
operating status, visit 
alexandriava.gov/49636.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.

 The Alexandria Police 
Department is investi-
gating an undetermined 
death after a woman’s 
body was found f loat-
ing in the Potomac River 
near a pier in Old Town 
on Saturday, according 
to a news release. 
  A resident who was 
walking along the water-
front near Duke Street 

around 10 a.m. on Satur-
day saw the body f loat-
ing near the pier at Point 
Lumley Park and called 
police shortly after, ac-
cording to the release. 
 The deceased, a fe-
male apparently in her 
60s, was removed from 
the water and will be 
examined by the city’s 
medical examiner to 

determine the cause of 
death. No foul play is ex-
pected at this time, ac-
cording to APD. 
  Anyone with informa-
tion related to this in-
cident is encouraged to 
contact, anonymously or 
otherwise, Detective B. 
Gill at 202-420-6209. 
 -oanderson@alextimes.com

 The Alexandria Police 
Department’s outreach 
team surprised more than 
50 families with Thanks-
giving baskets on Sunday.  
Every year, APD hands out 
Thanksgiving meals to Al-
exandria families in need 
that off icers come in con-
tact with during their daily 

patrols. 
This year, the sponsored 
meals were given in part-
nership with the Foxchase 
Harris Teeter and the Alex-
andria Police Foundation. 
 
 -oanderson@alextimes.c o m

 Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools added f ive 
new electric buses to its 
f leet of 118 vehicles on 
Nov. 16, according to a 
news release.
 Purchased with 
funds secured through 
the Dominion Ener-
g y Electric School Bus 
Program, ACPS’ new 
buses represent f ive of 
the 50 buses that were 

available to school di-
visions that took part 
in the program. Domin-
ion also provided the 
batteries and charging 
stations that ACPS will 
use to operate the f ive 
vehicles.
 The new buses have 
an operating range of 
134 miles and will not 
require a charge half-
way through the day.

 They are powered 
entirely by electricity 
and provide a quieter 
ride for students while 
reducing emissions, ac-
cording to the release. 
Replacing one diesel 
bus with one electric 
bus equates to remov-
ing 5.2 cars from the 
road each year, the re-
lease stated.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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~ Holiday Elf ~
At 9 pounds, Princess is a small gal, but don't let

that stop her from being the center of your world.
Princess is a variety of Chihuahua called the

"shorthair deerhead" but is a little over in 
stature to classify as the "teacup" variety. 

We love her just the same, and you will too.

City to celebrate series of 
holiday events

City seeks commission ap-
plicants 

 After a quiet year be-
reft of city traditions due to 
COVID-19, the holiday sea-
son is back in full swing.
 Just some of the beloved 
events returning this year 
include the Scottish Christ-
mas Walk and the Holiday 
Boat Parade of Lights. 
 Held on Dec. 3 and 4, the 
50th Anniversary Scottish 
Christmas Walk will cel-
ebrate the city’s heritage, 
which was built by Scottish 
merchants, with a weekend 
of festivities. 
  The weekend will kick off 
with the Taste of Scotland 
Scotch Tasting on Dec. 3 in 
the Atrium Building, locat-
ed at 227 S. Washington St. 
This event includes whiskey 
tasting stations, hors d'oeu-
vres, beer and wine bars 
and a panoramic view of the 
city from the building’s roof 
terrace. Tickets are $75 and 
admission requires proof of 

vaccination or a negative 
COVID-19 test administered 
within 72 hours of the event. 
 Then, on Dec. 4, the 
Campagna Center’s Scot-
tish Christmas Walk will 
feature dozens of Scottish 
clans dressed in colorful tar-
tans marching through Old 
Town, accompanied by pipe 
and drum bands and terri-
ers and hounds. Sen. Mark 
Warner (D-VA) will serve as 
the grand marshall of the 
parade, which will depart 
from St. Asaph Street head-
ing north and end in front of 
city hall. 
  For more information, 
visit https://www.campag-
nacenter.org /event /t he-
scottish-christmas-walk-
weekend/. 
  The Holiday Boat Parade 
of Lights will take place on 
Dec. 4 at 5:30 p.m. The 21st 
annual event will feature 
colorful, illuminated boats 

sailing on the Potomac River 
for spectators to view. 
 Dockside festivities, 
which will take place from 2 
to 8 p.m. in Waterfront Park, 
include a pop-up beer garden 
from Port City Brewing Com-
pany and giveaways from 
97.1 WASH-FM. Attendees 
can also take part in a Let-
ters to Santa postcard sta-
tion and a holiday ornament 
activity or, for those who 
have worked up an appetite, 
enjoy gourmet popcorn and 
a hot chocolate bar. Santa 
and Mrs. Claus will arrive at 
3:30 p.m. by fireboat at the 
Alexandria City Marina to 
attend the annual Torpedo 
Factory Art Center Holiday 
Festival. 
  For more information, 
visit https://www.visital-
exandriava.com/holidays/
boat-parade/sign-up/. 
 -oanderson@alextimes.com

 City Council is seeking 
applicants to fill vacan-
cies on several of the city's 
boards, commissions and 
committees, according to a 
news release. 
  Some of the vacancies in-
clude, but are not limited to, 
spots on the Transportation 
Commission; Archaeological 
Commission; Commission 
on Aging; Community Crim-

inal Justice Board; Economic 
Opportunities Commission; 
Community Services Board; 
Environmental Policy Com-
mission; Human Rights 
Commission; Landlord 
Tenant Relations Board and 
the Historical Restoration 
and Preservation Commis-
sion. 
  Applicants may only sub-
mit an application to one 

committee at a time, accord-
ing to the release. Those who 
wish to apply have until 5 
p.m. on Dec. 3 to electroni-
cally fill out a personal data 
record on the city’s website. 
 To submit the form, go to 
https://www.alexandriava.
gov/Boards. 
  Council will act on these 
vaancies at its Dec. 14 meet-
ing. 

Support us by supporting them! 
Our advertisers are our partners in bringing you the news 

every week. Please show them your thanks by patronizing their 
businesses.
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Real people
Really Living

At Silverado our focus is on  
our resident quality of LIFE  
providing personalized  
engagement programs in  
an open and thriving  
atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with Memory Loss

was ill-maintained at the 
time and only worsened 
every time the area would 
flood. 

It took a month and a 
half of visits to the cem-
etery – on dry days – and 
communication with local 
funeral homes to obtain 
death records, but even-
tually Johnson located all 
of his relatives buried at 
Douglass Cemetery. The 
list is lengthy; just some 
of the interred include his 
grandfather Albert John-
son, as well as his aunt, 
uncle, grandmother and 
great-great-grandfather. 

Johnson recognized al-
most immediately that a 
deep well of history exist-
ed at the historically Black 
cemetery, but much of it 
was becoming increasingly 
washed away with the rain. 

“From there on, I was 
just taken aback that you 
could only see about 600 
headstones there,” Johnson 
said. 

Records show more than 
2,000 people may have been 
buried on the 1.4 acre plot 
up until 1975. 

The circumstances ini-
tially incensed Johnson, but 
then, in 2019, they inspired 
him to create the Social Re-
sponsibility Group, a pri-
vate citizens’ organization 
aimed at using the lens of 
race and ethnic disparity 
to enhance the communi-
ty and the lives of citizens 
within it. 

SRG and partnering or-
ganizations uncovered a 
great deal of history sur-
rounding the cemetery, 
which  had been used as 
such since 1827 but was of-
ficially established in 1895 
as a segregated, non-de-
nominational Black burial 
ground and named after 
abolitionist Frederick Dou-
glass.

According to an 1895 
edition of the Alexandria 
Gazette, for instance, the 
property owners’ original 
vision for the site included 
erecting a monument in the 
center dedicated to Doug-
lass’ memory, though it is 
unclear whether this ever 
came to fruition. 

While the location’s rich 
past and personal connec-
tion served as an embold-

ening force for Johnson, he 
said he’s sorry that anyone’s 
final resting place could 
wind up in such a dilapidat-
ed state. 

“I wouldn’t care who was 
buried there, whether they 
were related to me or not, 
I wouldn’t want to see any 
cemetery looking the way 
that one looked,” Johnson 
said. 

SRG voiced concerns 
that the ongoing flooding 
was slowly disintegrating 
its history and vocally ad-
vocated for the site’s pro-
tection through various 
letters, events and city 
partnerships. 

Johnson’s advocacy 
worked.

At its most recent pub-
lic hearing, City Council 
presented a proposed leg-
islative package for fiscal 
year 2022 for the General 
Assembly, which includes a 
request for up to $3 million 
to support the cemetery’s 
preservation and resto-
ration. 

“The site [is] both inac-
cessible to the public and 
indecent to the memory of 
those buried at the site,” 

reads the formal city re-
quest.

Although 83 of the 
graves at Douglass Ceme-
tery currently qualify for an 
annual $5-per grave fund-
ing through the Historical 
African American Ceme-
teries and Graves Fund at 
the Department of Historic 
Resources, Sarah Taylor, 
the city’s legislative direc-
tor, said this is not nearly 
enough. 

Because of the severe 
flooding, drainage issues 
that cause the ground level 
to sink and headstones to 
topple and the typical rav-
ages that accrue over time, 
Taylor predicted that a 
much higher number would 

be needed to protect the 
burial ground. 

“Five dollars per year, 83 
headstones – that’s enough 
to get the place mowed may-
be once, but it’s not enough 
to fix the flooding and truly 
make this a place of dignity 
for visitors or those who are 
buried there,” Taylor said. 

If the city is granted its 
request, the funds would 
go toward proper land-
scaping; repositioning the 
headstones; cleaning up 
flooding detritus; historical 
interpretation of the site; 
investigation of the drain-
age issue; and the addition 
of signage about the site’s 

DOUGLASS FROM | 1

SEE DOUGLASS | 7

PHOTO/MICHAEL JOHNSON
Douglass Cemetery was named after abolitionist Frederick Doug-
lass. 
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C O M M U N I T Y  L O D G I N G S

ANNUAL HOLIDAY STORE
We are getting ready for our 2021 Holiday Store where students

in our Youth Education Program can shop for gifts for their
parents and siblings! If you would like to support by donating to
the store, you are welcome to drop off donations from the list

below or order directly from our Amazon Wish List to have items
delivered to Community Lodgings

D O N A T I O N  D R O P - O F F  I S  F R O M
W E D ,  D E C  1  T H R O U G H  F R I ,  D E C  1 7

F i f e r  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r
1 1 a m - 2 p m  M - F

6 0 7  N o t a b e n e  D r
A l e x a n d r i a ,  V A  2 2 3 0 5

( 7 0 3 )  7 3 9 - 5 8 5 6

Babies:
Bottles
Toys
Blankets
Baby Clothes
Hats and gloves

Wrapping Items:
Gift Bags
Wrapping Paper
Tape
Bows/Ribbon
Gift Boxes
Black Trash Bags

Teens:
Jewelry
Toiletries
Gloves
Hats
Socks
Headphones

Youth:
Sporting Equipment
Arts and Craft Kits
Board Games
Legos/Blocks

Adult Women:
Jewelry
Beauty Products
Hats/Gloves
Slippers
Fragrances
Toiletries
Makeup

Adult Men:
Wallet
Ties
Tools
Watches
Gloves
Toiletries
Hats and Gloves

HOLIDAY STORE WISH LIST
( N E W  I T E M S  O N L Y )Housewares:

Towels/Linens
Kitchen Tools
Cookware/Tupperware
Silverware/Flatware
Glasses/Mugs
Coffee Maker/Tea Kettle
Candles/Candleholders
Small lamps
Small Home Decor

A d m i n  O f f i c e
1 0 a m - 5 p m  M - F

3 9 1 2  E l b e r t  A v e  # 1 0 8
A l e x a n d r i a ,  V A  2 2 3 0 5

( 7 0 3 )  5 4 9 - 4 4 0 7

D r o p  O f f  T i m e s  a n d  L o c a t i o n s :

Sponsored by Donna Cramer
703.627.9578 • dcramer@McEnearney.com

www.donnacramer.com
109 S. Pitt Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
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201 Duke Street

407 Queen Street 5 Keiths Lane

SO
LD

418 S. Royal Street 29 Keiths Lane

SO
LD

33 Alexander Street 528 N. Pitt Street

SO
LD
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I genuinely appreciate your referrals; please call me if you are moving out of the area. McEnearney Associates, Inc. has an 
extensive network of agents in other locations. We can help you find a REALTOR® in your next town or your next country!

Licensed in Virginia | 703.627.9578 | dcramer@mcenearney.com | dcramer.com

We're in this together, and I will guide you home.

Donna Cramer, Realtor®

1 0 9  S .  P I T T  S T R E E T,  A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  2 2 3 1 4  |  7 0 3 . 5 4 9 . 9 2 9 2  |  E Q U A L  H O U S I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y

SOLD | Canal Way
1138 N Pitt Street | 22314
3 bedrooms | 3.5 baths | $999,000

FOR RENT | Yates Gardens 
903 S Saint Asaph Street | 22314
2 bedrooms | 2 baths | $3,350/mo.

SOLD | North Springfield
7107 Woodland Drive | 22151
3 bedrooms | 2 baths | $1,052,000

Beautiful sequestered oasis on almost three-
quarters of an acre. Fire pit with built-in seating, 
inviting pool and large pool house. 

PENDING | Alexandria
3601 Tupelo Place | 22304
4 bedrooms | 3.5 baths | $1,995,000

RENTED | Old Town
621 Wythe Street | 22314
1 bedroom | 1 bath | $1,895/mo.

Beautifully renovated, three level townhouse on 
a cul-de-sac setting, a half mile from Huntington 
Metro. New kitchen and wood floors.

PENDING | Alexandria
5819 Wyomissing Court | 22303
3 bedrooms | 2.55 baths | $559,000

historical significance. 
Many view council’s at-

tention to Douglass Ceme-
tery as a hard-won victory 
that is indicative of prog-
ress. 

“I think it’s wonderful, 
because especially African 
American cemeteries have 
so often been left out of 
the preservation conversa-
tion. And now that there is 
a great push for the preser-
vation, there’s a lot of work 
going on all throughout the 
state, and tons to support 
cemetery preservation,” 
Alexandria Black History 
Museum Director Audrey 
Davis said of the news. “It’s 
another way council has 
shown they are supportive 
of African American history 
and social justice, so I think 
it’s great news.”

But time is ticking, as 
flooding continues to erase 
bits and pieces of the his-
toric cemetery, and officials 
cannot yet pinpoint what 
exactly is causing such dev-
astating erosion. 

Gretchen Bulova, direc-
tor of the Office of Historic 
of Alexandria, one of SRG’s 
partners, acknowledged 
that additional funding 
would assist with solving 
this issue that has inten-
sified during the last five 
years. Based on OHA’s as-
sessment, she suggested 
that some of the damage 
could be related to a 1902 
sewer pipe that ran through 
the cemetery. 

If damaged, broken or 
blocked, the channel might 
be contributing to the 
flooding problem, which 
could be exacerbated by 
a potential unidentified 
drainage issue. 

“We want to explore that 
first, and if that is not a 
problem or we can’t figure 
it out, then we need to do 
a whole assessment of how 
water is moving through 
that space and bring in civ-
il engineers,” Bulova said. 
“There could be multiple 

reasons, but we want to 
start with what we’ve found 
archivally that could be the 
problem.”

OHA has opted to doc-
ument all aspects of the 
problem before beginning 
any real work. The city re-
ceived a $10,500 grant from 
the state in 2019 to conduct 
ground-penetrating radar 
that maps out ground dis-
turbances to show not only 
tree roots and rodent holes, 
but distinguishable burial 
patterns. 

City surveyors mapped 
out every existing head-
stone, and the information 
is now in the city’s Geo-
graphic Information Sys-
tem. The technology was 
also used at other Alex-
andria burial sites such as 
Freedman Cemetery, which 
was restored seven years 
ago. 

Regardless of what is 
causing the flooding issues, 
though, Bulova emphasized 
that the situation must be 
handled with caution. 

“Anything to do with 
cemeteries needs to be 
done very carefully. You 
don’t want to do any sort 
of ground disturbance and 
this needs to be done with 
the utmost respect. It’s not 
like we can get in there and 
dig things up and fix the 
problem,” Bulova said. 

Most city officials agree 
with Bulova that historic 
preservation of Douglass 
Cemetery is a valuable and 
delicate undertaking and 
must be prioritized accord-
ingly. 

“I think everyone realiz-
es how important our cem-
eteries are, not just for the 
literal burying of people but 
because the cemeteries are 
a wealth of history. They re-
flect on our burial practic-
es, they reflect on our his-
tory, they’re another way 
for people to learn about 
people in the community,” 
Davis said. 

Since outgoing governor 

Ralph Northam has demon-
strated support of historic 
preservation in the past, 
Taylor posited that the re-
quest stands a good chance 
of being approved. Plus,Tay-
lor recently attended a sen-
ate finance committee re-
treat in Roanoke where she 

said she learned that there 
is presently “a lot of cash on 
the table.”

“There’s no better way 
to spend cash than on one-
time capital improvements,” 
Taylor said. “Whether that’s 
our CSO project or some-
thing like this, it’s one-time 

money that will have a sig-
nificant long-term impact 
on a site that deserves real 
preservation and interpre-
tation.”

If Northam adopts the 
city’s request as part of the 
governor’s budget, it will 
then go through the budget 

DOUGLESS FROM | 6
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E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311

DOUGLASS FROM | 7

PHOTO/MICHAEL JOHNSON
Many grave markers have disappeared as a result of severe flooding.

process in the House and 
Senate. 

It’s worth noting that 
the November election 
yielded a shift in party 
leadership at the state lev-
el with Republican Gover-
nor-elect Glenn Youngkin 
stepping into office and a 
Republican majority tak-
ing the Virginia House 
of Delegates, thus call-
ing into question whether 
many of council’s legis-
lative package proposals 
will make it into the state 
budget. 

Taylor said she thinks 
the Douglass Cemetery re-
quest is feasible, but if it is 
not granted, the city will 
explore other funding av-
enues for the site. 

“I’m cautiously op-
timistic about its fate, 
but what’s the worst that 
could happen? They tell us 
‘No, there’s no money for 
it,’ and then we figure out 

how to do it ourselves,” 
Taylor said. 

With the uncertainty 
surrounding state fund-
ing, Johnson said his goal 
in the meantime remains 
working alongside neigh-
bors to cherish and speak 
for those who no longer 
have a voice. He hopes to 
one day implement a way-
side plaque that includes 
the names of every single 
person buried at Douglass 
Cemetery. 

“I want everybody to 
know that they are not 
just discarded memories 
or bodies; these are actual 
people that lived,” John-
son said. “And I think we 
owe them that honor to 
identify and acknowledge 
them for the path they laid 
for so many of us.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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Say hello to Alexandria’s 

newest neighborhood  

Credit Union branch.

Hello  
Neighbor.

Bowman Branch
Braddock Station
STABILITY. SECURITY. SERVICE.

since 1935

ussfcu.org/BowmanBranch

1310 Braddock Place  |  Alexandria, VA 22314
across from Braddock Metro • garage parking & validation available

Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by NCUA.

rocketed and, with production 
stalled in factories across the 
globe, stock shortages have 
left people waiting and want-
ing. The situation has started 
to improve during the past few 
months and most major retail-
ers have been able to stock 
up for the holiday season, but 
Alexandria’s business owners 
said there are still challeng-
es to overcome locally.“It’s a 
tough situation, and every-
body’s just getting a little 
weary,” Rory Callaghan, kitch-
en planning director at M&M 
Appliance and Cabinets, said.

More than many others, 
Callaghan has seen the impact 
of global supply chain woes on 
local business. A few months 
after the pandemic started in 
March and cities across the 
world locked down, Callaghan 
said M&M started to experi-
ence kitchen appliance short-
ages. By September 2020, the 
situation became “untenable” 
and customers, frustrated by 
waiting months for a product 
that showed no signs of show-
ing up, stopped buying alto-
gether.

“Imagine our frustration. 
People want to buy, we want 
to sell, and there’s nothing to 
sell or very little to sell,” Cal-
laghan said. “And it’s a fluid 
situation. Somebody will say, 
‘I have to have brand X in 
model 123,’ and I’ll say, ‘Well, 
if you have to have that, then 
I hope you can wait because I 
can’t control it.’”

For some customers, wait-
ing months for the possibility 
of securing the exact model 
dishwasher they’ve been ey-
ing was not feasible. The most 
popular, middle budget appli-

ances sold out quickly. As a re-
sult, whether they had a bro-
ken appliance or were starting 
a kitchen renovation project, 
some customers decided to 
spend double the price on a 
more expensive model of ap-
pliance rather than wait for 
the supply chain issues to get 
resolved, Callaghan said.

Supply chain issues have 
eased up in other industries, 
but when it comes to applianc-
es, stock shortages persist. 

“Whether it’s a stove, a 
range or a dishwasher, the 
only stuff that’s available is ei-
ther in the really low end and 
the high end,” Callaghan said. 

Going into the holiday sea-
son, Callaghan is still warning 
customers that supply chains 
are volatile and inconsistewnt. 
Certain manufacturers, such 
as the New Zealand-based 
appliance company Fisher 
and Pykel, have started to re-
bound, and supplies are trick-
ling in, but the demand is so 
high that stock rarely lasts 
more than a few days.

“Their refrigerators are 
starting to come back. You 
just notice it in fits and starts,” 
Callaghan said. “All of a sud-
den, we couldn’t get Bosch 
dishwashers, and that’s the 
brand everybody asks for and 
now I have 25. But that’s gon-
na sell in three days.”

On the other hand, the 
cabinet side of Callaghan’s 
business has remained rela-
tively steady. He used to de-
liver finished cabinet orders 
in eight weeks, and while that 
has now been pushed back 
to 12 weeks, it is a consistent 
12-week delivery period. Most 
other name brand cabinet pro-

viders at retailers like Home 
Depot have had to push orders 
back upward of six months, 
according to Callaghan. 

M&M’s cabinet supply has 
been able to survive relative-
ly unscathed because of one 
advantage local businesses 
have over their international 
counterparts: tight, well-es-

tablished relationships.
“Our cabinets are hand-

built by a little shop filled 
with Finnish carpenters that 
I’ve known for 25 years,” Cal-
laghan said. “They locally 
source their wood in Penn-
sylvania – they might have to 
buy it from outside [Pennsyl-
vania] now – but they’re still 

getting it. There’s no shortage 
of wood. The price has gone 
up a little bit, but we’re still 
on schedule. We’re delivering 
cabinets.”

 Nicole McGrew, owner of 
Old Town boutique Thread-
leaf, has similarly close rela-

SUPPLY CHAIN FROM | 1
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SEE SUPPLY CHAIN | 10
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craft her apparel and home and gar-
dening goods. However, McGrew 
faced a different challenge during 
the pandemic. 

At Threadleaf, McGrew sells ap-
parel and goods from a curated selec-
tion of vendors, many of whom oper-
ate in the United States but source 
their supplies from Europe or Japan. 
With international supply lines dis-
rupted, suddenly McGrew’s suppliers 
had to cancel orders or push them 
back up to four months.

“I have one designer that I work 
with who’s based in Georgia but gets 
all of her fabric from Italy. Italy was 
hit much harder, much more quickly 
than the United States, and that af-
fected her ability to deliver because 
she couldn’t get the fabric,” McGrew 
said.

International orders were not the 
only ones disrupted. McGrew also 
has suppliers in California, which 
faced its own massive COVID-19 
outbreak and subsequent lengthy 
lockdown. 

“I picture it as like a little wave 
that as COVID moved across the 
globe, that’s how the supply chain 
issues were moving along as well,” 
McGrew said.

Even when shipments were de-
livered to her suppliers, McGrew said 
that staffing shortages among dock 
workers and truck drivers delayed 
her deliveries for even longer.

“One designer that I work with 
in Chicago, there was just a labor 
shortage at the docks, so she couldn’t 
get the fabric off the boat and out of 
the shipyard and into her factory 
to make anything,” McGrew said. 
“That was a backlog of six weeks of 
just the fabric sitting in Chicago on 
a dock.”

According to McGrew, the sup-
ply chain issues she experienced ear-
ly on in the pandemic have largely 
been resolved, and, in some ways, 
the pandemic required some pivots 
from both herself and her suppliers 
that have proven beneficial in the 
long term. Prior to the pandemic, she 
would order products six months in 
advance, but the recent supply line 
chaos has led to many of her sup-
pliers shifting their design times so 
that McGrew can order six weeks in 
advance.

McGrew said she also had to 
change her product mix to adapt to 

stock shortages and expand what 
people actually wanted and needed 
during lockdown. An avid gardener 
herself, McGrew expanded her selec-
tion of seeds and gardening supplies. 
She also shifted more toward home 
goods and created a small vintage 
section in Threadleaf.

“The word of last year is ‘nimble’ 
or ‘pivot’ because I still had my cost 
structure, I still had my store, and so 
I had to have something in it. I just 
kind of shifted to what are the things 
I can get and what are the things that 
people seem to want right now any-
way,” McGrew said.

For Callaghan, the pandemic-in-
duced supply chain issues forced cus-
tomers to purchase appliances in a 
new way that shifted the focus away 
from matching brand appliances and 
toward the best available equipment.

“From my perspective, as a 
kitchen designer and a cook, I don’t 
have two matching appliances in 
my home because I’ve deliberately 
sought out the best dishwasher, the 
best range, the best fridge for my 
purposes at my budget. Nothing 
matches, and that’s the hallmark of 
a properly outfitted kitchen, instead 
of chasing after everything to look 
good,” Callaghan said.

With the holiday shopping sea-
son kicking into high gear, McGrew 
said new challenges have arisen. 
Stock has returned to the store, but 
due to the increase in online orders, 
packaging, such as cardboard boxes, 
is both harder and more expensive to 
come by. 

Callaghan said he doesn’t “have 
a crystal ball” that can tell him when 
the end of his supply chain woes will 
come, but he, McGrew and other 
local business owners remain opti-
mistic that the holiday season and 
start of 2022 will yield some yuletide 
cheer.

“I think because of all of the 
shipping headaches, all of the supply 
chain stories folks are hearing about, 
they are hopefully going to take it to 
heart. And also [they are] just seeing 
how nice it is to have things that you 
can just walk to and get something 
as opposed to waiting and waiting,” 
McGrew said. “I think all of those fac-
tors combined will hopefully make 
this holiday season a good one as 
well.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/ THREADLEAF
Threadleaf owner Nicole McGrew has been able to weather the global supply chain issues by adapt-
ing her product lines. 

PHOTO/ RORY CALLAGHAN
When it comes to kitchen appliances, supply chain issues persist, with some customers waiting 
months for an appliance to come into stock. 
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Holiday lights 
Alexandria kicked off the start of the holiday season with a set of luminous yuletide events this past weekend. On Nov. 
19, NOVA Parks opened its annual event, Ice and Lights: The Winter Village, at Cameron Run Regional Park. Open 
through Jan. 2, the event transforms the park into a light-filled, winter wonderland. On Saturday night, residents also 
gathered in Market Square to see the annual tree lighting. They celebrated the occasion with Santa, Mayor Justin Wilson 
and current and incoming members of City Council.  Photo credits: Daniela Torrealba, City of Alexandria; NOVA Parks



12 |NOVEMBER 25, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience.

DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD || DC || VA

CaseDesign.com || 703.539.5000

Since our first renovation 60 years ago we've
been a team of visionaries. Our unique approach
to the remodeling process is tried and true. 
It's so effective that we had to give it a name:
The CaseStudy‰. We guide you through every 
step, using 3D renderings to bring new 
possibilities to light. At every phase of our work,
we'll maintain strict attention to time and budget. 
Don't forget our 5-year warranty. Because you 
are our highest priority.

The CaseStudy‰

Are our ultimate pursuits.
Whether you're considering an 
outdoor oasis, food lover's kitchen, 
or owner's suite. Because during these 
times, home is more important than ever.

Balance. Harmony. Beauty.

Neighborhood rallies 
around two displaced 
families after three 
-alarm blaze
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

A three-alarm fire caused se-
vere damage to a Del Ray duplex 
on Nov. 19, displacing two fam-
ilies but resulting in no injuries, 
according to the Alexandria Fire 
Department.

AFD responded to the fire in a 
two-story duplex in the 100 block 
of East Del Ray Avenue around 6 
p.m. After arriving, firefighters, 
with assistance from members of 
the American Red Cross, were able 

to evacuate two adults and a child 
from the building, with no inju-
ries to either the residents or first 
responders, according to a Tweet 
from AFD. The cause of the fire is 
still unknown, but fire marshals 
are investigating the origin of the 
incident.

Shortly after the fire, on Satur-
day, the Del Ray Citizens Associa-
tion set up a GoFundMe page with 
the initial goal of raising $5,000 
for the two families that were 
displaced by the fire. Within two 
hours, the campaign had hit its 
starting goal. As of Tuesday, the 
campaign had raised $35,735 on 
its way to a $40,000 goal.

“Some of you may be aware, 
but the families lost everything. 
They ran out of their homes with 
only the clothes they were wear-
ing,” the DRCA wrote in an update 
on the GoFundMe page. “The 
money you’ve donated is helping 
them rebuild their lives and come 
as close to ‘normal’ as possible – 
we all know the importance of 
getting back to normal after these 
past few years.”

According to Katie Waynick, 
a member of the DRCA board, 
the money will be split evenly 
between the two families. One 
family has already found tempo-
rary housing in Alexandria, while 
the second family is staying with 
family elsewhere in Northern Vir-
ginia.

To contribute to the GoFund-
Me, visit https://www.gofundme.
com/f/DelRayFireVictims.

The DRCA was not the only 
Del Ray group to spring into ac-
tion to support the two families: 
Bellies & Babies, a consignment 
store located at 1913 Mt. Vernon 
Ave., also started a collection to 
support the two families with 
household items, gift cards and 
food. Bellies & Babies is currently 
looking for size five diapers, size 
six shoes, toys and books, socks, 
jackets, pants, shirts, blankets, gift 
cards to Target, Amazon or local 
restaurants and food and snacks.

Drop off donations at Bellies 
& Babies’ Mount Vernon Ave-
nue location.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Fire hits Del Ray duplex

PHOTO/RICHARD ENGLAND
Firefighters respond to a three-alarm fire at a two-story Del Ray 
duplex. 
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BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The holiday season is fi-
nally here and with it comes 
the pressures of buying the 
perfect gift for friends and 
family. 

The pandemic continues 
to impact our lives, with 
global supply chain disrup-
tions affecting what gifts we 
can and cannot get this year. 
If you’re struggling to find 
the specific gift you’ve been 
trying to hunt down on Am-
azon or some other national 
retailer, don’t fret. Online 
shopping and creative solu-
tions to the challenges as-
sociated with celebrating 
the holidays during a global 
pandemic are still the new 
normal, but that hasn’t pre-

vented Alexandria’s local 
businesses from offering up 
some holiday cheer.

From books and can-
dles to vintage barware and 
quality clothing, there are 
plenty of opportunities to 
pick up the perfect gift, at 
a variety of price points, 
from one of the Port City’s 
many boutiques and shops. 
Plus, with Alexandria’s Shop 
Small Week bringing dis-
counts, live music and out-
door shopping displays this 
weekend, you can make your 
holiday shopping spree into 
a celebration of the city’s lo-
cal business community.

Check out our top lo-
cal picks in this week’s gift 
guide, and make sure to keep 

Local businesses 
offer a variety of 
holiday wares

SEE GIFT GUIDE | 14

PHOTO/SHOP MADE  IN VIRGINIA
Shop Made in Virginia has several candles made by an Alexandria-based candlemaker that capture sea-
sonal scents like mulled cider and Douglas fir. Photo/Shop Made in Virginia
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an eye out for next week’s 
gift guide, which will be all 
about self-care and personal 
health.

Threadleaf
Before she founded 

Threadleaf, an independent 
boutique located at 102 N. 
Fayette St., Nicole McGrew 
worked as an attorney and for 
the federal government, ex-
periences that show in many 
of the clothes she sells today. 
Threadleaf offers women’s 
apparel that doesn’t sacrifice 
style for functionality.

“One of the things I’m 
known for is dresses with 
pockets,” McGrew said. 
“Since I used to be a Fed, I’m 
always thinking of dresses 
you can put your badge in be-
cause they always tell you to 
take your badge off as soon as 
you leave the building.”

The Skate Dress, from Chi-
cago-based designer Cynthia 
Ashby, is priced at $155 and 
provides an easy fit – with 
pockets – and sleek, stylish 
look that is perfect for holi-
day parties. If you’re looking 
for something to keep your 
loved ones warm and cozy, 
consider Bronte Moon’s plaid, 
unisex scarves, priced at $70 
and made from 100% merino 
wool in one of England’s last 
remaining vertical mills. 

Threadleaf also sells a set 
of canvas overalls that are 
perfect for the gardener in 
your life – or anyone who en-
joys comfort and, of course, 
plenty of pockets.

“Half of what I buy is be-
cause I’m like, ‘I need some-
thing, and if I need it, other 
people probably need it,’” 
McGrew said. “ … I don’t bill 
them as just for gardening 
because they’re actually re-
ally soft, and they’re really 

comfortable and some peo-
ple just like to wear overalls. 
But they’re actually great for 
gardening because they have 
lots of pockets.”

Or if the overalls are 
too much of an investment, 
build a gardening gift bag 
with Threadleaf’s pruners 
($18) and a pair of gardening 
gloves ($7.50). 

Threadleaf also sells body 
and home goods that won’t 
break the bank, such as Be 
Kind’s toxin-free nail pol-
ishes ($15), natural French 
soap ($4.50) and lavender 
bath salts ($18). To browse 
Threadleaf’s online store, 
visit https://hellothreadleaf.
com/

Shop Made in Virginia
One of the most recent ad-

ditions to Alexandria’s roster 
of local businesses, Shop 
Made in Virginia opened 
about three weeks ago and is 
already making waves.

Shop Made in Virgin-
ia, located at 1121 King St., 
gives locals the opportuni-
ty to support more than 120 
Virginia-based makers, all 
of whom sell their goods in 
Shop Made’s Alexandria lo-
cation.

From custom art prints 
and candles to peanuts and 
hot sauce, there is something 
for everyone among Shop 
Made’s selection of hand-
made products. 

“Whether people want 
something that’s very Vir-
ginia-centric – we have Vir-
ginia shaped cutting boards 
and shirts that say, ‘Virginia 
love’ – or they just want to 
buy people gifts and want to 
know that what they’re shop-
ping for is making an impact 
on others, we have all of 
those things,” Stacey Price, 
co-founder of Shop Made in 

Virginia and its sister store, 
Shop Made in D.C., said.

Candles always make 
great stocking stuffers, and 
Shop Made sells a variety of 
candles crafted by ISO Can-
dles, an Alexandria-based 
candlemaker. ISO’s candles 
range from $20 to $32 and are 
scented like orange and goji 
berry, white cherry blossom 
or, intriguingly, a waterfall. 
ISO also sells a selection of 
candles meant to evoke the 
holiday spirit with scents like 
Douglas fir, mulled cider and 
holiday cheer, a combination 
of cinnamon, ginger, clove, 
pine and sweet apple.

For art lovers looking for 
a reminder of home, consider 
Shop Made in Virginia’s se-
lection of custom art prints. 
Ali Douglass, an Alexan-
dria-based artist, has prints 
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PHOTO/THREADLEAF
The Skate Dress at Threadleaf 
provides style, comfort and pock-
ets for holiday parties. 
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Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Make holiday dining 
with family & friends 
even better with our 

party platters.

The perfect gift:
A gift certificate with 
$55 for $50 & $120  

for $100.

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Visit to find that  
special holiday wine 

or one-of-a-kind 
wine gift at your  

desired price point!

depicting Old Town row 
houses and a stylized map 
of Old Town, which range 
from $27 to $45.

Shop Made’s holiday se-
lections are still being laid 
out in-store and online, but 
the plan is to sell three dif-
ferent varieties of gift box-
es that will help ease the 
stress of picking the perfect 
gift, according to Price. The 
gift boxes will likely range 
between $50 and $120.

“We will, by the first 
week in December, have a 
couple of Virginia gift box-
es online that people can 
order,” Price said. “A big 
thing for us in D.C. is our 
gift box program, and it 
kind of takes the thinking 
out of it and allows you to 
customize them or you can 
just buy them as is.”

Shop Made in Virginia’s 
website is still being updat-
ed, but visit https://www.

shopmadeinva.com/ to find 
the store’s online offerings.

529 Kids Consign
Whether you have chil-

dren of your own or nieces 
and nephews, you’ll likely 
have to find something for 
the little ones in your life. 
Luckily, 529 Kids Consign, 
located at 122 S. Royal St., 
has you covered.

529 Kids Consign sells 
clothing for both children 
and soon-to-be mothers as 
well as toys, accessories and 
gadgets. The Animal Tour-
ists Tin Tea set ($35), which 
just came in for the holi-
days, will provide children 
with everything they need 
for pretend tea time with 
friends, family or stuffed 
animal companions.

For the budding fashion-
istas, there are Tiny Treats 
handbags. Priced at $35, 
they evoke the styles of de-
signer handbag brands and 
come in a range of colors. 
Or if your child is a future 
scientist or builder, try the 
STEM-friendly Power Blox 
starter kit ($31), which lets 
children build 3D light up 
structures with conductive 
blocks and batteries.

Pacers Running
Winter might not be the 

best time for runners, but 
you can help alleviate the 
chilly weather blues and 
get the runner in your life 
excited to hit the road – or 
treadmill – with a gift from 
Pacers Running.

When it comes to shoes, 
Pacers has a daunting num-
ber of options, but staff 
recommended the Brooks 
Adrenaline ($130) as well 
as Hoka’s Clifton ($130) and 
Bondi ($150) models.

The Hoka Clifton is 
light and is designed with 

a breathable mesh and ex-
tended crash pad in the 
heel. The Hoka Bondi pro-
vides a smooth, balanced 
midsole and ultrasoft mem-
ory foam that accommo-
dates any foot shape while 
providing a smooth run for 
anyone running down Old 
Town’s brick sidewalks.

Pacers also sells a num-
ber of accessories that 
would make any runner 
giddy. Goodr sunglasses, 
which range from $25 to 
$35, and Aftershokz over-
the-ear Bluetooth head-
phones, which start at $80 
and go up to $160, will help 
make a run into a joy ride. 
Meanwhile, for those that 
want to splurge on the post-
run side of things, Pacers 
offers Theragun’s motor-
ized massage gear, which 
sells for $200 to $600 de-
pending on the model.

Visit Pacers Alexandria 
in-person at 1301 King St. 
or at https://runpacers.
com/pages/alexandria.

The Hour
Take the old saying 

“Drink and be merry” to 
the next level with some 
vintage barware from The 
Hour.

Located at 1015 King 
St., Victoria Vergason’s 
barware boutique sells her 
own custom items as well 
as vintage cocktail shak-
ers, glasses and bar tools 
that Vergason has collected 
from estate sales, auction 
houses and European flea 
markets over the course of 
30 years.

“The cocktail hour is a 
time for people to put down 
their phones, take time 
to shake a drink and talk 
together,” Vergason said. 

SEE GIFT GUIDE | 16

PHOTO/THE HOUR
The Bernard Rice's Sons silver 
cocktail shaker is one of many 
pieces of vintage barware avail-
able at The Hour. 
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Think Global, Support Local!
20% off your purchase on

Small Business Saturday!
915 King Street, Old Town, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-684-1435
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Silver Parrot, 113 King St.
Alexandria, VA  22314

703.549.8530

STORE CLOSING
EVERYTHING ON SALE

25-50% OFF
�ank you for 44 great years

we talk to each other. That, 
of course, happens with 
friends and families during 
the holidays.”

The Hour’s vast selection 
of barware is great for that 
friend or family member in 
your life who is building out 
their bar cart or is just in-
terested in vintage goods. 
If you’re on a budget, there 
are bitters and syrups for 
those who want to experi-
ment with flavors. The Hour 
sells Jamaican bitters from 
Bittercube ($27.95) and 
Hella Bitters’ ginger bit-
ter ($21.50), as well as chai 
pear and honeydew jalape-
no shrub syrups ($13.50) to 
give cocktail hour a bit of a 
kick.

If you’re willing to spend 
a little more, The Hour also 
has you covered with its 
selection of vintage cock-
tail shakers, which range 
in price from $87.50 to 
$1,500. A silver Art Deco 
style shaker ($375) or retro 
Bernard Rice’s Sons shaker 
($125) are two classic op-
tions. Meanwhile, bar tool 
sets, which come in stain-
less steel, wood-handled 
or marble-handled, or Art 
Deco ice tongs made in the 
shape of a birds’ talons will 
round out any bar cart.

In addition to their reg-
ular selection of rocks, 
shot and cocktail glasses, 
The Hour is adding holiday 
cheer to any pour with a se-
lection of festive glasses. A 
set of four reindeer- or San-
ta-covered Modern Home 
Bar rocks glasses runs $62.

Shop The Hour’s online 
store at https://thehour-
shop.com/.

Whink’s Coffee
Let’s be honest: The 

holiday season can be ex-
hausting. Between shop-
ping, cooking and planning 
for the holidays, there are a 
lot of plates to juggle, not 
to mention all of the com-
plications involved with the 
pandemic. 

To keep everybody lively 
and upbeat, consider giv-
ing the gift of caffeine – all 
while supporting an up-
and-coming local roaster.

Michael Hinkle hesitat-
ed to call Whink’s Coffee 
Roasters, the company he 
runs out of his home kitch-
en with his wife Kayla, a 
micro-roastery. Instead, 
he referred to the venture, 
which he and Kayla split 
with their 9-to-5 jobs, as a 
nano-roastery. 

The Hinkles sell sin-
gle origin, light to medium 
roasted coffee sourced di-
rectly from farmers, and re-
gardless of the size of their 
operation, the two James 
Madison University grads 
have found incredible suc-
cess among local bean lov-
ers since launching Whink’s 
in July 2020.

“We stick to the light to 
medium side because, hon-
estly, in the end we tend to 
roast what we like, and what 
we like is the light to medi-
um roast,” Hinkle said. “It 
just brings out a little more 
of the subtle fruit flavors in 
the coffee that are really re-
freshing.”

If you have someone in 
your life who shuns Star-
bucks and wants to expand 
their palette, Whink’s is for 
them. The beans Whink’s 
sells on its online store 
change every month, but al-
ways sell for $15 a bag. Cur-

rently, Whink’s is selling an 
Ethiopian Guji Oromia and 
Honduran Guinope El Para-
iso. 

If you know someone 
who wants to commit fully 
to the micro-roastery life-
style, Whink’s also sells a 
“Roaster’s Choice Subscrip-
tion” for $14 per month. 

“You put your coffee life 
in our hands, so to speak, 
and we send you something 
unique or cool or interest-
ing, and sometimes that’s 
coffee that we don’t even 
put on the website because 
we just got a very limited 
amount of it,” Hinkle said.

According to Hinkle, 
he and his wife also have 
something special brewing 
for the holidays: a limited 
supply Guatemalan Hue-
huetenango coffee that 
has been aged in a wheat 
bourbon barrel for almost 
a month. The end result is 
a flavor profile well-suited 
for the holidays, complete 
with notes of bourbon, car-
amel, toffee and lemon.

“If you’ve ever had a bar-
rel aged coffee, the coffee 
really absorbs those nice 
bourbon flavors and as a 
hot beverage, as a pour over 
or French press, it’s a really 
perfect winter drink. It kind 
of warms the soul,” Hinkle 
said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

                                                            PHOTO/WHINK'S COFFEE ROASTERS
Whink's Coffee Roasters is selling a limited supply, whiskey barrel 
infused coffee for the holiday season. 

GIFT GUIDE FROM | 15
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TimesLiving
“Rent” is a rock opera set in the 
East Village of New York City 
during the holidays. It premiered 
off Broadway in 1996 and is an 
homage to Puccini’s opera, “La 
Bohème.” It was Jonathan Lar-
son’s game-changing contribu-
tion to musicals and opened the 
door for later rock-based musi-
cals.
Signature Theatre’s first-of-the-
season production of “Rent” ex-
ploded on stage like a white-hot 
cannonball.  Having seen it more 
times than I probably should 
have, I was not only stunned by 
its reinvention but thrilled be-

yond measure to witness a fresh 
approach imagined by Signa-
ture’s now permanent Artistic 
Director Matthew Gardiner.  As 
the recipient of three Helen Hayes 
Awards for “Outstanding Direc-
tor of a Musical,” Gardiner has 
shepherded many of Signature’s 
biggest hits, including more than 
a half dozen from their ongoing 
Sondheim series.  
Another important announce-
ment on opening night from 
Managing Director Maggie Bo-
land that Signature fans should 
applaud is the news that Mark G. 
Meadows is Signature’s perma-

nent musical director. Both men 
collaborated on this production 
of “Rent” alongside choreogra-
pher Rickey Tripp, better known 
for his Tony Award successes 
on Broadway with “Hamilton,” 
“Motown: The Musical” and “In 
the Heights.” Tripp brings all that 
dazzling choreographic talent to 
this musical.
What makes this production so 
over the top is a gasp-worthy 
assemblage of Broadway-cali-
ber singers and dancers. Tripp 
packs up to 16 performers on a 
stage that utilizes three separate 
aisles which take the actors up 
the aisles, plus two elevated bal-

conies. This clever staging fully 
raises the excitement level.
With voices to knock your socks 
off, Vincent Kempski performs 
as Roger; Katie Mariko Murray 
as performance artist and ac-
tivist Maureen; Josh A. Dawson, 
fresh off “Beautiful: The Carole 
King Musical,” as Tom Collins; 
Jake Loewenthal as Mark; Ines 
Nassara as the tough-talking 
Joanne; David Merino as sassy 
Angel; Da’Von T. Moody as Ben, 
friend and sponsor of the bohe-
mian coterie and Arianna Rosa-
rio as the heart-wrenching Mimi.
I never thought of “Rent” as hav-
ing a great deal of comic relief, 

but Murray seizes the audience in 
a laugh-lock in “Over the Moon.” 
Let’s just say there’s a cowbell 
and cow-print skirt involved. 
Enough said.
Two out of the six musicians in 
the live ensemble sit beside the 
stage, and we can see one of the 
keyboard players, who also con-
ducts, on one side of the stage 
and a guitarist/keyboard player 
opposite.  It’s an inventive con-
struct that affords us the intima-
cy of a small concert venue, yet 
one with a powerful sound plus 
the organized chaos of the on-
stage performers. 
This production of “Rent” holds 
you in its crazy embrace and does 
not let go. Get your tickets, stat!
Book, music and lyrics are by 
Jonathan Larson. Rickey Tripp 
is choreographer, with scenic 
design by Paige Hathaway, cos-
tumes by Erik Teague and light-
ing design by Adam Honoré.
The musical’s running time is 
about two hours and 30 minutes, 
including one intermission.

Jordan Wright writes about food, 
spirits, travel, theatre and cul-
ture. Visit her website at www.
whiskandquill.com or email her at 
Jordan@ WhiskandQuill.com.

Signature Theatre returns to stage rein-
vigorated with "Rent" 
JORDAN WRIGHT

IF YOU GO

Where: 4200 Campbell 
Ave, Arlington, VA 22206
When: Through Jan 2
Information and tickets:
signaturetheatre.org
703-820-9771

PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER MUELLER
Jake Loewenthal (Mark Cohen) and Vincent Kempski (Roger Davis) in "Rent" at Signature Theatre. Photo/Christopher Mueller
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LIFE WELL LIVED
Healthy food swaps for a nutritious, delicious diet

 

During the holidays, eating 
healthy can be a challenge. With 
so much delicious food at the ta-
ble, sometimes it’s alright to fore-
go healthy eating for the festive 
season.
 After the holidays is anoth-
er story, as people set New Year’s 
resolutions, some of which revolve 
around diets. When setting a res-
olution or making the decision to 
eat a little healthier, many peo-
ple associate healthy eating with 
bland, flavorless and unexciting 
foods. This mindset limits explor-
ing new dishes and desserts that 
offer ample taste as well as nutri-
tion. Even classic cravings – like 
salty, savory or sweet – can be sat-
isfied with a few simple food swaps 
and a mindful approach.
 By changing out a few foods 
in your diet, you can transform 
your eating habits while enjoying 
the flavors you love. Here are five 

ideas to help you start.

Flavored popcorn or nuts in-
stead of chips
 When you get the craving for 
something salty and crunchy, it’s 
easy to reach for your favorite bag 
of chips. Those fried little morsels 
are delicious, but, in bulk, definite-
ly not healthy. Instead, stock up on 
nuts, like almonds and pistachios, 
when these hunger pangs strike. 
Making popcorn yourself is a good 
option as well.
 As for popcorn flavoring, go 
easy on the salt or skip it altogeth-
er. Try dried herbs and seasoning, 
such as cumin, chili powder, curry 
or ginger. Explore mixes such as 
Italian herb blends or customize 
your own. Nutritional yeast is 
another healthier topping that is 
trending with health-conscious 
folks for its unique umami flavor.

Healthier chocolate options
 Melt-in-your mouth chocolate 
is a decadent indulgence often 
packed with sugar and calories. 
What if you could get the same 

great taste and texture without 
all the extras? Chocolate lovers 
rejoice because an exciting new 
chocolate has arrived. GATSBY 
Chocolate delivers a rich chocolate 
at only 60 to 70 calories and four to 
six grams of sugar per serving.
 Created by the co-founder of 
Halo Top ice cream, this is the 
lowest calorie chocolate bar avail-
able with half the calories and a 
quarter of the sugar of traditional 
chocolate. It also doesn’t sacrifice 
taste or texture.

Cooked apples in, sugar-laden 
desserts out
 Cookies, pies, cakes and tarts: 
They’re all desserts that are dec-
adent but come with a whopping 
amount of sugar. From the dough 
and the batter to the icing and 
sprinkles on top, sugar leads the 
ingredient list. If you want a satis-
fying dessert without excess sug-
ar, explore the versatility of baked 
apples.
 There are many ways to bake 
apples, including the oven, micro-
wave and slow cooker. Apples are 

a good source of vitamin C, plus 
when you leave the skins on, you 
get a fiber boost. Instead of butter 
and sugar, many healthier baked 
apple recipes use cinnamon, hon-
ey or maple syrup and some oats 
to create a crumble or crust.

Root vegetables instead of fruit
 It’s true that fruit is nature’s 
candy and enjoying some fresh 
or baked fruit can be a wonderful 
way to satisfy a sweet tooth and 
get vital nutrients. However, eat-
ing is about balance, and too much 
fruit can be bad for your teeth and 
detract from your nutrition goals.
 For example, if you want a side 
item with a hint of sweetness, skip 
the fruit and try baking vegetables 
with sweet undertones. Beets are 
naturally sweet when roasted, 
much like other root vegetables 
such as carrots and yams. Tur-
nips, parsnips and rutabagas are 
subtly sweet options worth trying 
as well.

Natural sugars versus refined 
sugars

 A spoonful in your coffee, a 
dash on your oatmeal, a sprinkle 
with cinnamon on toast –refined 
sugar is frequently used by Ameri-
cans every day. A healthier option 
is to seek out natural sweeteners 
in what you use at home and what 
foods you purchase.
 Using a natural sweetener, like 
allulose, an ingredient found nat-
urally in fruits like figs and raisins, 
can keep the sugary taste while 
transforming your dish without all 
the sugar. Look for allulose on the 
ingredient list on the side or back 
of packaging, or you can even pur-
chase it for use in your home. Oth-
er natural sweeteners to consider 
include honey, maple syrup or 
agave nectar. Additionally, when 
baking, research simple swaps for 
sugar and oil, such as mashed ripe 
banana or applesauce.
 Satisfying your cravings 
doesn’t mean sacrificing your 
nutrition. These delicious swaps 
for your favorite foods are equally 
delectable and you can feel good 
when you eat them.

COURTESY PHOTO
Swapping out nuts for chips and reduced sugar chocolate for your favorite candy bar can make healthy eating easy and delicious.

Explore these alterna-
tives to make eating 
well a joy
BY BRANDPOINT
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Alexandria 
 Celebrates Women

A long 
way 
from 
skirts 
and 
white 
gloves

BY GAYLE CONVERSE AND  

PAT MILLER

An enlarged black and white 
photograph is mounted on 
a wall in the Vola Lawson 
Lobby of Alexandria’s city 
hall. The original picture 
was snapped 70 years ago 
and features 11 women in 
uniform. They wear prim, 
skirted ensembles complete 
with military-style garri-
son caps, badges, whistles, 
school patrol belts, low heels 
and pristine white gloves. 
In 1951, the Alexandria Po-
lice Department hired this 
group, which included three 
women who were African 
American, to serve as school 
crossing guards, marking 
the first time that either 
women or African Ameri-
cans publicly performed po-
lice duties in Alexandria.
“Publicly” is an import-
ant distinction because for 
more than 100 years before 
this piece of city history was 
captured on film, women 

worked in corrections be-
hind the scenes.   
Since the 1800s, women – 
sometimes the wife of the 
jailer or warden – were em-
ployed and assigned the 
title of “matron” in jails, 
prisons and workhouses. In 
Alexandria, matrons and 
assistant matrons worked 
in these male-dominated 
environments to supervise 
women incarcerated at the 
jail at Princess and North St. 
Asaph streets.
“The matron position in 
Alexandria continued until 
at least the 1960s. At the 
same time, men working 
at the jail were considered 
jailers, assistant jailers and 
guards,” according to Alex-
andria Sheriff’s Office Pub-
lic Information Officer Amy 
Bertsch.
“By the early 1970s, men 
and women responsible for 
inmates and security at the 

Alexandria Jail were consid-
ered deputy sheriffs and the 
former city sergeant became 
a sheriff,” Bertsch added.
Elsie Taylor-Jordan (1926-
2014) was among the first 
women to serve as a deputy 
sheriff in Alexandria. Hired 
circa 1970, she served as a 
deputy at the jail and earned 
a promotion to sergeant. She 
worked as a civilian employ-
ee at city hall after leaving 
the sheriff’s office.
Currently, women comprise 
almost one-third of a sworn 
workforce of 160 deputies 
and more than three-quar-
ters of the 32 civilian per-
sonnel. Female deputies 
hold positions ranging 
from recruits in training 
to the executive rank of 
chief deputy. Women work-
ing as civilians also lead in 
command level positions, 
including Alexandria Cele-
brates Women 2021 awardee 

Cicely Woodrow, who serves 
as fiscal officer of the Alex-
andria Sheriff’s Office.
A decade before the white-
gloved crossing guards were 
hired, women stepped up to 
fill jobs that had traditional-
ly been held by men. During 
World War II, the APD’s first 
women hires were not visi-
ble to the public and were 
limited to clerical positions. 
In the years that followed 
the employment of the pub-
licly visible crossing guards, 
women were promoted to 
positions of authority with-
in the department, often 
tasked with investigating 
crimes involving children. 
Nearly 50 years ago, Trae 
Heath became the first 
woman to become a full-
fledged police officer in 
the city. Heath had served 
for four years as a crossing 
guard and broke barriers 
when she was hired in 1972 

as an Alexandria police offi-
cer. She graduated with top 
honors from the Northern 
Virginia Criminal Justice 
Academy. Following a suc-
cessful career, Heath retired 
in 1999 as a lieutenant.
APD maintains a current 
strength of 295 sworn and 
84 civilian personnel. To-
day, women comprise a little 
more than one-third of the 
total sworn force and civil-
ian employees of the APD. 
Two female officers have 
risen to the rank of captain.
The skirted, white-gloved 
guardians have come a long 
way.

The writers are founders 
of Alexandria Celebrates 
Women, a nonprofit that 

highlights influential 
women throughout the city’s 

history. Contact them at 

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA POLICE DEPARTMENT
Outside police headquarters, Captain Edgar Sims (center) joins the first crossing guards. From left to right: Janie C. Wright, Rosa Lee 
Stowers, Desiree Vass, unknown Smythe, Blanche M. Kaiser, Elizabeth Cable, Alice B. Ross, Stella Pridgen, Edna V. Swiger, Dolores 
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AT A GLANCE
Address: 
Colecroft Station Condominium
505 E. Braddock Road #403
Alexandria, VA 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
Price: $469,900
Square footage: 900
Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 1
Garage parking spaces: 1
Contact:
Diann Carlson
703.628.2440
Weichert Old Town Realtors
121 N. Pitt St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

HOME OF THE WEEK

Welcome f r iends a nd 
fa m ily to a new home, 
idea l ly located nex t 
to t he Braddock Road 
Met ro Stat ion.  W hen 
of f ices a re aga in open, 
t he com mute to work 
in Rossly n,  dow ntow n 

D.C .  or  a ny where in t he 
DM V w il l  be a breeze.

Wit h about 9 0 0 
squa re feet  of  open l iv-
ing space,  t h is  u n it  is 
a  cor ner locat ion w it h 
la rge w indows a f ford-
ing br ight nat u ra l  l ight 

a l l  day long.  T he k itch-
en has been updated 
a nd t here is  even space 
for  a  brea k fast  table. 
Wood f loors in t he en-
ter ta in ing spaces a nd 
new ca r pet in bot h bed-
rooms ma ke t h is  apa r t-

ment move-in ready.
Enjoy hav ing sec u re, 

on-site pa rk ing as wel l 
as  access to a f it ness 
room a nd desig nated 
ba rbec ue pat io a rea. 
T he t h ree m id-r ise 
bui ld ings of  Colecrof t 

Stat ion boast  t he added 
conven ience of  reta i l 
a nd d in ing.  Ma ke su re 
to ta ke a look at  Colec-
rof t  Stat ion – t here is 
so much t h is  com mu n i-
t y has to of fer.

Left: Located right next to the Braddock Road Metro Station, this condominium is well located for an easy commute.
Center:  This unit is a corner location with large windows that provide plenty of natural light.
Right: The Colecroft Station Condominiums are situated close to local restaurants and retail stores.

Old Town location with an easy commute

COURTESY PHOTOS

Run in Nov and Dec 2021 

We’re booking interior painting projects for Jan/Feb 2022! 
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and ask about our 

W i n t e r  D i s c o u n t!  
703-684-7702 

ASK ABOUT 
OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 

Give it 
a Shot!

Wear a mask.

#VaxALX

Protect Yourself & Your Community.
The Alexandria Times encourages all 
residents to get the COVID vaccine 
when available.
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Weekly Words

OUT OF SORTS by Gary Larson, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

JAMES ARMACOST (89), of Alexandria, Nov. 14, 2021

BETTY BLIZZARD (86), of Alexandria, Nov. 17, 2021       

THOMAS GRZYMALA (80), of Alexandria, Nov. 7, 2021

PAUL LAWSON (95), of Alexandria, Nov. 12, 2021

ELOISE MORRIS (102), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 17, 2021

EFFIE UPSHAW  (73), of Alexandria, Nov. 15, 2021

ACROSS
1 Soft, bland food
4 They're usually closed before 

a bar closes
8 Word before "dust" or "rush"
12 Take from the top
16 "Skylanding" sculptor Yoko
17 Balm ingredient
18 Plains tribe
20 Wearies (of)
22 "Eww!"
23 Lopsided victory at a swim 

meet?
27 Submarine sandwich
29 Wrath
30 Tear roughly
31 What women do at a huge 

debutante ball?
37 Guitarist Paul
38 Makeup maker
39 Socially awkward people
40 Balm targets
41 Each partner, at times?
43 Storage container
44 Oddballs
45 Hand-holding at a club, e.g., 

briefly
46 Greek letter within "epsilon"
47 Portions
49 Regret
50 Frying in a little fat
55 Daytime TV drama
56 Nervousness while putting, in 

golf
57 What Clearasil targets
58 Company VIP
59 Miss three times in the bat-

ting cage?
65 Nasdaq launches
68 Menu for Cut and Paste
69 Certainly not well-done
70 Pay for a poker hand
71 Steal some kisses?
77 Broadcast
78 Future J.D.'s hurdle
79 Smaller quantity
80 Catholic rite
83 Seafood delicacies dipped in 

butter sauce
85 Moose's relative
86 2020 or 2024
90 Rite ___
91 What knows the ways of the 

world? (Abbr.)
92 Quiet interludes
93 Bygone carrier
94 Wild shopping trip
97 Very dry, as champagne
99 Grocery store section
100 Sounds from ewes
101 Actress Tyler
102 Enable a purse to hold more 

items?
105 Stealthy way to walk
109 Math degree?
110 Help illegally
111 Exercise routine geared 

toward star athletes?
117	 Afflict
119 Levels in a stadium
120 Sotomayor of the Supreme 

Court
121 Touched down
122 Shipwrecked sailor's signal
123 Off the beaten ___
124 "Stop right there!"
125 Enjoy caviar, perhaps
126 Put the kibosh on

DOWN
1 Paste in Pukalani
2 Fish in Caesar salad recipes
3 Mobile game whose players 

catch creatures
4 Not allowed
5 Everyone
6 "You stink!"
7 Attach a zipper, e.g.
8 Squashes and pumpkins
9 Animal that sleeps in a raft
10 British bathroom
11 Absolutely, informally
12 One of 12, in recovery
13 New Zealander
14 Tehran's land
15 Courage to keep going
19 ___ throat
21 Waste conduit
24 Sounds from sows
25 "You stink!"
26 Optimistic

28 Cartoon chihuahua
31 Uber rivals
32 Noodle thicker than soba
33 Train whistle's sound
34 Vexes
35 Most senior
36 Through, on an itinerary
41 Lauder of cosmetics
42 Compete
44 Didn't discard
45 ___ platter (Hawaiian tray of 

food)
46 Created a crossword theme, 

say
48 En ___ (as a group)
49 Brazilian city by the sea, for 

short
50 Yemen's capital
51 Oak nut
52 Tech startup's image?
53 Colorful salamander
54 Eaten up
56 Legendary Himalayan beast
60 Didn't discard
61 Luggage attachment
62 Scottish skirts
63 Spheres
64 Skewered Indonesian dish
65 Apple product on a desk
66 Twosome
67 Gumbo vegetable
72 Stan's partner in comedy
73	 Habitual	thief,	briefly
74 Fish that are transparent at 

birth
75 Pose a question
76 Little devils
81 Reassure
82 Was in battle
84 Sweetie
86 Full of green plants
87 Vogue alternative
88 Guinness of "Star Wars"
89 Reckless
91 Kind of instinct
92 Flexible
94 Snaillike
95 ___ noir
96 Vacation with stops at many 

parks
97 Ink stain
98 Snorkeling spots
99 In addition
100 Fella
103 ___ further notice
104 Starbucks serving
106 Mazelike furniture store
107 Left at sea?
108 Backside
112 "Impressive!"
113 Part of a cell nucleus
114 Spoiled
115 Lilly of pharmaceuticals
116 Lust or pride
118 Psychedelic synthesized in 

1938
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Our View

Thanksgiving is the hol-
iday that, from an attention 
perspective, seems to get 
lost between Halloween and 
Christmas.

Maybe that’s because it’s 
less fun for children than 
dressing up for Halloween or 
receiving presents on Christ-
mas. Or maybe it’s because 
the simple act of gathering 
with loved ones, eating a big 
meal and counting our bless-
ings, whatever they may be, 
is less easily commercialized 
than the holidays in October 
and December that bookend 
Thanksgiving.

Some people love to get up 
and watch the Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade live from 
New York City, or what used to 
be the Gimbels Parade – now 
sponsored by Dunkin Donuts 
– from Philadelphia. Others 
look forward to watching foot-
ball on TV or channeling their 
inner Kennedy for an outside 
game of family football.

But it’s the simple act of 
gathering and pausing to give 
thanks, along with what’s usu-
ally a fabulous and food-coma 
inducing meal, that makes 
Thanksgiving so special.

Gratitude is an important 
practice. While expressing 
gratitude has been turned 
into an exercise in virtue 
signaling on social media – 
where people in recent years 
have indulged their competi-
tive instincts by taking “grat-
itude challenges” – the actual 
practice of giving thanks is a 
discipline that makes us hap-
pier and, frankly, more pleas-
ant companions.

If we are able to cultivate 
an appreciation for what we 
have, rather than anger about 
what we lack, it’s a win-win 
for our own mental health and 
that of those around us.

For some, particularly 
those who have lost loved ones 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 

or have suffered other losses 
in the past year, Thanksgiv-
ing may simply be a time to 
endure. But hopefully even 
those who are dealing with 
loss this holiday season can 
see glimmers of light through 
the darkness.

Here’s a wish for this hol-
iday season and beyond: that 
each of us will strive to be 
someone else’s glimmer of 
light.

It’s not just individuals, 
but also institutions and 
businesses that have suf-
fered since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Many of 
Alexandria’s local business-
es and nonprofits are strug-
gling, and some have shut 
their doors during the past 20 
months. 

As Thanksgiving gives 
way to the rush to celebrate 
Christmas and Hanukkah, one 
thing we can all do is to sup-
port our local businesses and 
nonprofits as much as possi-
ble. That can mean shopping 
local for gifts or gift cards. 
For ideas, please see the Hol-
iday Gift Guide in this week’s 
Alexandria Times on page 13 
and the guides that will run 
each week until Dec. 16. And 
if you don’t feel like cooking 
for Thanksgiving or during 
the holiday season, you can 
always order your meals from 
a local restaurant.

Supporting local entities 
can also mean remembering 
Alexandria’s nonprofits with 
year-end giving, no matter 
how small or large the gift. 
Check out the Dec. 9 Alexan-
dria Times, where a guide to 
year-end giving will appear.

The Times staff wishes 
every reader a Thanksgiving 
that is safe, happy and filled 
with gratitude. Despite the 
trying last two years, Alexan-
drians have a lot to be thank-
ful for.

Giving thanks

End the sanctions on Cuba

Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

To the editor: 
I’m a Cuban-American, 

born and raised in Miami, 
the heart of the Cuban exile 
community in the United 
States. I have been familiar 
with the situation in Cuba 
my whole life and heard 
countless stories about why 
my family left. All this to 
say that I believe it is time 
we end the embargo and 
sanctions against Cuba. 

Thousands of Cubans 
took to their country’s 
streets earlier this sum-
mer during worsening 
economic conditions made 
even more severe by the 
pandemic and crippling 
sanctions. The ensuing po-
litical crisis has presented 
some in Cuban society with 
the opportunity to try to 
meaningfully engage their 
government, while the au-
thorities have only dug in 
their heels.

They met a recent at-
tempt at a second day of 

protest with detentions. 
During this precarious 
time, the United States’ 
retributive policies only 
inflame tensions and do 
nothing to help Cubans in 
Cuba. Their only purpose 
is to mollify Cubans in the 
United States.

The embargo is an 
anachronism. The Cuban 
Revolution succeeded over 
60 years ago, and the Unit-
ed States’ foreign policy 
has never adjusted to real-
ity. The U.S. fought a war 
with Vietnam and still saw 
fit to establish normal and 
constructive relations with 
the Vietnamese govern-
ment.

Many of the same crit-
icisms of Cuba can be 
made of Vietnam; both 
are one-party Communist 
states. Yet that country 
is not subject to the same 
vindictive economic mea-
sures, demonstrating there 
is room for rational ap-

proaches in America’s for-
eign policy. 

Ending the embar-
go would raise standards 
of living on the island. It 
would allow us to support 
Cuban small businesses 
and entrepreneurs, which 
we cannot legally do now. 
Even from a cynical point 
of view, it would remove a 
crutch the Cuban govern-
ment uses to explain wors-
ening conditions.

The most immediate 
way to make a difference 
in Cuba is to demand that 
President Joe Biden ful-
fill his promise to end the 
Trump-era sanctions on 
the island. We can then 
tackle removing the rest 
of the embargo’s teeth and 
open the road to better re-
lations, and more impor-
tantly, better lives for Cu-
bans.

-Chris Moldes, Alexandria

PHOTO/DICK CHAIT
A turkey, keeping watch over passersby from its perch 
in Old Town, wishes Alexandria residents a happy 

Your Views
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End the sanctions on Cuba

Poor Robert's Ruminations
with Rob Whittle

 Biscuits & Porn
Life is absurdly comical when you pay 

attention. On a recent road trip from Al-
exandria to the Northern Neck of Virginia 
through Richmond and on to the Out-
er Banks, that concept was 
driven home to me.

In the Northern Neck, 
my first stop was to my river 
house on the lower Potomac, 
most of the way to the Bay. 
As usual, I had a handyman 
to-do list which occasioned 
a visit to the local hardware 
emporium.

I have a love/hate thing 
going with this store. Love 
because it’s convenient. Hate 
because nobody in the store knows any-
thing. If I were the owner, the first thing 
I’d do is require all employees to actually 
take a tour of the store. I went in for an-
chor screws and they referred me to West 
Marine. If you ask for ten-penny nails, the 
likely response will be, “Hey, Darlene! Do 
we sell nails?” But it is nearby.

In Richmond, some of my pals were 
hosting an event called “Hands of Time,” 
featuring hundreds of fellow geezers pre-
tending like we were still in college, sort of 
like a reunion. Normally, I think this is a 
good idea  – it’s the third time they’d put 
the event on. The booze would flow, and 
they promised the band would be great.

The problem is that it was held at a 
brewery and vodka distillery owned by 
one of the hosts, and we were mixed in 
with the general public, all vying for a 
drink or beer at the cash bar with 15-min-
ute lines. The band was definitely not for 
geezers, aka beach music, instead playing 
exclusively for the mostly millenials who 
seemed to dominate the crowd. If any of 
the hosts read this, I suppose I’ll be ex-
cluded from the next party. But, hey, I’m a 
columnist: I must tell the truth!

The next morning, I journeyed to Kit-
ty Hawk to visit family. We headed south 
to the fishing and boat building village of 
Wanchese, just beyond Manteo. On the 
way, my sister-in-law pointed out a sign, 
easily visible from the highway. It read, 
“Bob’s Diner. Eat and get the hell out.” 
Well, I thought, at least the service should 

be fast. Another sign for another shop an-
nounced the name, “We got your nuts,” 
which seemed vaguely naughty.

In Wanchese, sure enough, a tuna boat 
was moored to the fish monger’s 
dock with the promise of fresh 
fish. As we were buying our din-
ner, I noticed a kid just outside 
the open door reeling in what 
looked to be a substantial catch. I 
stepped out to watch him haul in 
a striper, also called rockfish. 

I asked him how many he’d 
caught and he told me as many as 
he wanted. Every time he cast, he 
pulled in another rockfish. The 

chum in the water from cleaning 
the tuna attracted his prey.

“You want one?” he asked. “Give me a 
sec, and I’ll get you a keeper.” With that, 
he hauled in a 24 incher. I asked him how 
much he wanted for the fish. “Nothin’.” I 
gave him a $5 bill, but before we were on 
our way, I had to exclaim, “Do you know 
how hard it is to catch one of these on the 
Chesapeake?”

On the way home, my sister-in-law 
asked me if I’d ever heard of the conve-
nience store that went by the name Bis-
cuits & Porn. This, I announced, I have 
to see – purely for column research, of 
course.

I Googled Biscuits & Porn, and, reli-
ably directed, found the establishment on 
the bypass. When I walked in, I scanned 
the store for a back room. Not, to be sure, 
for biscuits. Seeing only a normal conve-
nience store setting, I asked the woman 
behind the counter in a determinedly 
unembarrassed fashion where the porn 
was. “Right there,” she answered, point-
ing to a sad little rack with a few cello-
phane-wrapped magazines.

“That’s it?” I asked. "That's it," she re-
plied with a little giggle.

Rob Whittle is CEO of Williams Whittle 
Advertising and is the author of two 

historical novels, “Pointer’s War” 
and “Pointer and the Russian.”

ROB WHITTLE

My View | John Porter

Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holi-
days of the year – a time for family, food and 
fun. It is also a time to pause for a moment 
and acknowledge the other things in life for 
which we are truly thankful. 

I am extremely thankful to be continu-
ing my involvement in the field of education 
through my service on the board of North-
ern Virginia Community College. In this 
role, I have had the opportunity 
to work with exceptional edu-
cators and support staff at the 
college – those who dedicate 
their lives to bettering the edu-
cational opportunities for oth-
ers throughout our region.

We should all be thankful 
for the service of these individ-
uals and for the college which 
has served our region in an ex-
emplary fashion since its founding in 1964. 
With more than 80,000 students currently 
enrolled, the college continues to provide 
outstanding educational opportunities in 
both degree seeking and workforce skill de-
velopment  for its students. Their website is 
www.nvcc.edu.

In addition to the college itself, I am 
thankful for four organizations for their sup-
port of the college and its amazing students. 
These nonprofits vary in size and length of 
involvement with the college, but all play 
a critical role in the success of the students 
they support. And while there are a number 
of other organizations supporting NOVA 
students, I highlight these four as I am di-
rectly involved with each, either through 
board membership or fundraising cam-
paign support.

The NOVA Foundation, founded in 1979, 
is the primary philanthropic arm for the col-
lege. The Foundation raises funds to close 
the gap between government funding and 
tuition and aids the programs and services 
that make NOVA the critical institution it is 
in the region. Specifically, the Foundation 
provides scholarship funding for tuition, 
course-related expenses and emergency 
student aid. On average, the Foundation 
provides approximately 500 scholarships 
a year equal to about $600,000 in funding. 
See https://giving.nvcc.edu/ for more infor-
mation.

Founded in 1986, the Scholarship Fund 
of Alexandria has supported graduates of 
Alexandria City High School by providing 
scholarship support for up to four years of 
post-secondary education at institutions of 

higher learning across the country. 
Approximately 420 ACHS graduates in 

June 2021 were awarded more than $1.2 mil-
lion in scholarships, with an estimated one-
third of these recipients attending NOVA. In 
addition, the Fund provides college advising 
and financial aid services to students attend-
ing ACHS. See 

www.alexscholarshipfund.org.
The Arlington-based Dream 

Project seeks to empower stu-
dents whose immigration status 
creates barriers to a college ed-
ucation by helping them access 
and experience success in school. 
The program assists students in 
the region through scholarships, 
a mentoring program, family 
engagement opportunities and 
advocacy.

In May 2021, the Dream Project award-
ed 100 scholarships of $2,500 each, which 
are renewable annually throughout a stu-
dent’s undergraduate program. Of last year’s 
new recipients, 51% are attending NOVA. In 
addition, the Dream Project supported stu-
dents impacted by the pandemic through an 
Emergency Relief Fund which has provided 
more than $94,000 in emergency aid since 
2020, with $15,800 going directly to NOVA 
students. See www.dreamproject-va.org/.

Educational Opportunities for Alexan-
drians was founded in 2018 by a small group 
of Alexandrians intent on providing “full-
ride” scholarship support to ACHS gradu-
ates attending NOVA. This support includes 
payment of tuition and fees and provides an 
allocation for books and materials for up to 
two years of study at the college.

Like the Dream Project, EOA is designed 
to assist students whose immigration status 
is a barrier to continuing their education. 
Currently, EOA is supporting six students 
in their full-time attendance at NOVA. See 
www.educationalopportunitiesforalexan-
drians.org.

I would be extremely thankful if you 
consider support for these and other organi-
zations which provide support for students 
to fulfill their dreams.

The writer is the former principal of 
T.C. Williams High School, now called 

Alexandria City High School, from 1984 to 
2006. He currently serves as Alexandria’s 
representative to the Northern Virginia 

Community College Board.

A time to give thanks

JOHN PORTER
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Previous versions of 
Thanksgiving Out of the At-
tics have mentioned Virgin-
ia’s claim to the first Thanks-
giving at what’s known as 
Berkeley Plantation in 1619, 
a year before the arrival of 
the Separatists at Plymouth 
Rock. What makes Virginia’s 
claim to the first Thanksgiv-
ing different is that it was to 
be celebrated annually and 
the colonists who celebrated 
their arrival on the shores 
of Virginia were killed in a 
bloody uprising of Native 
Americans across the Virgin-
ia shoreline in 1622.

What today is Berkeley 
Plantation, between James-
town and Williamsburg, was 
originally named Berkeley 
Hundred, after an estate in 
Gloucestershire of the same 
name owned by one of the 
four principal partners of the 
Virginia Company of London. 
The partners received a land 
grant from King James I of 
more than 8,000 acres includ-
ing three miles of shoreline.

Unlike Jamestown, where 
it was difficult to grow crops, 
Berkeley Hundred in Vir-
ginia was ideally located to 
grow crops and start other 
commercial ventures. The 
company sent 36 men from 
Bristol on Sept. 16, 1619, and 
they arrived on Nov.28 of that 
same year. After two and a 
half months of rough seas 
in a small ship, the 36 were 
grateful to arrive in the Ches-
apeake Bay. They arrived on 
the land granted to them by 

King James on Dec. 4.
Per the instructions of the 

Virginia Company, the expe-
dition’s leader, Captain John 
Woodlief, prayed:

“We ordain that this day of 
our ship’s arrival, at the place 
assigned for plantacon, in 
the land of Virginia, shall be 
yearly and perpetually kept 
holy as a day of Thanksgiving 
to Almighty God.”

In the case of Captain 
Woodlief, that instruction 
proved easy to follow. Unfor-
tunately for him, the Virginia 
Company’s main instruction 
was to make them a lot of 
money. His inability to do so 
led to the board replacing him 
in August 1620 with George 
Thorpe and William Tracy.

Thorpe was also a cler-
gyman and thought that he 
had a good relationship with 
the Native Americans in the 
area, especially since he had 
constructed an English-style 
house for the local leader. 
These gestures did not engen-
der the goodwill that Thorpe 
assumed, as Paramount Chief 
Opechancanough, succes-
sor to the chief we know as 
Powhatan, led a confederacy 
of Algonquian peoples to at-
tack English colonists on both 
sides of the James River on 
March 22, 1622. Supposedly, 
Thorpe was the first of 11 col-
onists at Berkeley Hundred to 
lose their lives that day.

The Virginia Company of 
London pulled the plug on 
their expedition, and their in-
structions to celebrate a day 

of thanks were lost. In 1931, 
Dr. Lyon Tyler, son of former 
President John Tyler and for-
mer president of William and 
Mary University, published 
an article on the celebration 
at Berkeley Hundred in the 
Richmond News-Leader. The 
traditional festival on the 

Berkeley Plantation was 
resurrected in 1958 and 
continues today.

Out of the Att ic is pro-
vided by the Of f ice of His-
tor ic Alexandr ia.

Virginia's first Thanksgiving

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Weekly Poll
Last Week 
How familiar are you with Virginia’s Freedom of Information Act?

This Week 
How will you celebrate Thanksgiving this year? 

37% Somewhat familiar.
35% Very familiar.
28% What is it?

A) At home just with my immediate family.
B) At home with a large gathering of family and friends.
C) We will be travelling for Thanksgiving this year.
D) I don’t intend to celebrate Thanksgiving.
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Get you news before ev-
eryone else-sign up for the 
e-edition on our website to 
get the Alexandria Times 
delivered to your inbox on 
Wednesdays!
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
DECEMBER 2021

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered sepa-
rately. The Planning Commission 
reserves the right to recess and 
continue the public hearing to 
a future date. For further infor-
mation, call the Department of 
Planning & Zoning at 703.746.4666 
or visit alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLAN-
NING COMMISSION
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2021
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic emer-
gency, these meetings will be held 
electronically. If held electroni-
cally, the meetings are being held 
pursuant to Virginia Code Section 
2.2-3708.2(A)(3) and the Conti-
nuity of Government ordinance 
adopted by the City Council 
on June 20, 2020 to undertake 
essential business and members 
of the public bodies and staff will 
be participating from remote loca-
tions through a Zoom Webinar.

Electronic access will be provid-
ed whether the meetings are in 
person or electronic. The Planning 
Commission and City Council 
Public Hearings can be accessed 
by the public through the live 

broadcast on the government 
Channel 70 and streaming on the 
City's website. Electronic participa-
tion is also available via Zoom by 
registering to attend the hearings 
via the following registration links:

Planning Commission (Pub-
lic Hearing Webinar):
The Webinar will open at 6:30 
PM to allow individuals to 
join, while the Planning Com-
mission hearing will begin at 
approximately 7:00 PM.

Registration Link: https://
zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_LaPiKjlIS4eoqmonTC1g5g

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 927 1934 5403
Password: 757988

City Council (Public 
Hearing Webinar):

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
rr6vg6hkRRqfNlEmVZxBYw

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 933 3926 8745
Password: 585024

Public comment will be received 
at the meetings. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Planning & Zoning staff at Plan-
Comm@alexandriava.gov for the 
Planning Commission hearing, to 
the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@al-
exandriava.gov for the City Coun-
cil hearing, or make public com-
ments on the day of either hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation for the Planning Com-
mission hearing, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 
711. For reasonable disability ac-
commodation for the City Council 
hearing, please call the City Clerk 
and Clerk of Council's Office at 
703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 838-
5056). We request that you provide 
a 48-hour notice so that the proper 
arrangements may be made.

The following item description 
has been revised for consid-
eration. All other previously 
advertised items for the above 

hearings remain the same:

Master Plan Amend-
ment #2021-00001
Rezoning #2021-00002
Development Special Use Permit 
#2021-10013 (Stacked Townhouses)
Development Special Use 
Permit #2021-10014 (Mul-
tifamily Buildings)
Development Site Plan #2021-
00004 (Public Streets)*
Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit #2021-
00025 (Stacked Townhouses)

Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit #2021-
00108 (Multifamily Buildings)
Special Use Permit #2021-00059 
(Coordinated Sign Plan)
5901, 5951, and 5999 Stevenson 
Avenue and 2 South Whiting 
Street - Landmark Overlook
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests for: (A) an amend-
ment to the Landmark-Van Dorn 
Small Area Plan Chapter of the 
Alexandria Master Plan to change 
the recommended primary use 
above the first floor from office to 
residential-with some office and to 
change the following recommen-
dations for Block B of the Plan: 
increase the maximum square 
footage of residential uses, decrease 
the minimum square footage of 
office uses, and decrease the mini-
mum square footage of retail uses; 
(B) an amendment to the official 
zoning map to change the zoning 
designation for the properties from 
CRMU-M/Commercial Residen-
tial Mixed Use - Medium zone and 
OCM(50) / Office Commercial 
Medium (50) zone to CRMU-H/
Commercial Residential Mixed 
Use – High zone; (C) a Devel-
opment Special Use Permit to 
construct new stacked townhouse 
units (multifamily residential) 
with a modification, a request to 
treat the project area as a tract for 
the purpose of calculating FAR 
pursuant to Section 1-400(B)(3)
(c), and Special Use Permits for a 
parking reduction, and to increase 
the proposed floor area ratio (FAR) 
to 2.03; (D) a Development Special 
Use Permit to construct two new 
multifamily residential buildings 
with modifications, a request to 
treat the project area as a tract for 
the purpose of calculating FAR 
pursuant to Section 1-400(B)(3)(c), 

and a Special Use Permit request 
to increase the proposed floor area 
ratio (FAR) to 2.03; (E) a Devel-
opment Site Plan to construct two 
new public streets with a request 
to treat the project area as a tract 
for the purpose of calculating FAR 
pursuant to Section 1-400(B)(3)
(c); (F) a Special Use Permit for a 
Transportation Management Plan 
(Tier 1) for the stacked townhouse 
units (multifamily residential); 
(G) a Special Use Permit for a 
Transportation Management Plan 
(Tier 3) for the two multifamily 
residential buildings; and (H) a 
Special Use Permit for a Coordi-
nated Sign Plan; zoned CRMU-M/
Commercial Residential Mixed 
Use - Medium and OCM(50)/
Office Commercial Medium (50).
Applicant: West End Development 
Associates, LLC, represented 
by Kenneth Wire, attorney

*Please note: Development Site 
Plan #2021-00004 (Public Streets) 
will be heard by the Planning 
Commission only and by the 
City Council only upon appeal.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE FOR BID

BIDS IN THE FORM OF A 
PROPOSED AGREEMENT 
ARE INVITED BY THE
CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, 
VIRGINIA, FOR THE GRANT 
OF A NON EXCLUSIVE

FRANCHISE PERMITTING 
FRANCHISEE(S) TO USE 
THE PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-
WAYS IN THE CITY FOR 
THE DESIGN, CONSTRUC-
TION, INSTALLATION, 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, 
UPGRADE, REMOVAL AND 
OPERATION OF A BROAD-
BAND NETWORK FOR OF-
FERING INTERNET ACCESS 
AND RELATED INFRA-
STRUCTURE IN THE CITY.

THE TERMS AND CONDI-
TIONS FOR THE FRANCHISE 
ARE ATTACHED TO
THE ORDINANCE AND 
ARE ON THE CITY’S 

WEBSITE https://www.
alexandriava.gov/Broadband

THE TERM OF THE FRAN-
CHISE IS NEGOTIABLE 
BUT SHALL BE FOR AN
INITIAL TERM OF 20 YEARS 
WITH UP TO 3 ADDITIONAL 
EXTENSIONS OF 5 YEARS
EACH.

ALL BIDS ARE TO BE SUB-
MITTED IN WRITING IN THE 
FORMAT OF THE FRANCHISE 
AGREEMENT FOR THE USE 
OF THE PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-
WAYS TO PROVIDE BROAD-
BAND INTERNET SERVICE 
ATTACHED HERETO AS 
EXHIBIT A AND ADDITION-
AL DOCUMENTS REQUIRED 
BY TERMS AND SPECIFICA-
TIONS. THEBID DOCUMENTS 
ARE TO BE SENT TO LAURA 
TRIGGS AT 301 King Street Room 
4300, Alexandria VA 22314 or to 
laura.triggs@alexandriava.gov. 
Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP) Budget during the Special 
Called School Board Meeting on 
November 29, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.

Public comments regarding the 
FY 2023-2032 Capital Improve-
ment Program (CIP) Budget may 
be submitted in the following 
ways: 
• Sign up to speak at the 11/29/21 
public hearing at: https://
acpsweb.wufoo.com/forms/
budget-public-hearing-on-fy-
20232032-cip-budget/
• Email written comments to the 
Clerk of the Board at: board-
clerk@acps.k12.va.us 
• U.S. Mail:
 Clerk of the Board 
 Alexandria City School Board
134 Braddock Place 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 
Only comments related to the 
FY 2023-2032 Capital Improve-
ment (CIP) Budget will be heard 
at the public hearing. Requests 
to speak or to submit written 
comments must be submitted by 
Noon on November 28, 2021. 

For more information, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board at 
703-619-8316. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

DRPT FY23 PUBLIC NOTICE

The Virginia Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT) is accepting applications 
from qualified eligible applicants 
for transit, rail, and commuter 
assistance program (CAP) grants 
for the 2023 fiscal year. The 
state’s annual grant application 
period is open from December 
1, 2021, through February 1, 
2022. Transit and CAP funds are 
available through multiple state 
and federal funding sources to 
support transit service, human 
service transportation, and 
commuter assistance programs 
in Virginia. Eligible project 
categories include capital 
purchases, administrative 
and operating costs, technical 
assistance, demonstration 
grants, and commuter assistance 
program costs. Funds are 
available for rail initiatives 
through the FREIGHT and 
Rail Preservation program. In 
addition, funding to provide 
access to freight rail shipping 
for Virginia businesses is 
available year round through 
the Rail Industrial Access 
program. Complete details on 
eligibility and the application 
procedures for DRPT grant 
programs are available online. 
To learn more about transit, 
rail, and transportation demand 
management funding in Virginia, 
visit www.drpt.virginia.gov. 
Applications can be submitted 
online at https://olga.drpt.
virginia.gov/. DRPT is committed 
to ensuring that no person is 
excluded from participation in, or 
denied the benefits of its services 
on the basis of race, color, or 
national origin, as protected by 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. DRPT will also provide 
reasonable accommodations and 
interpretive services for persons 
who require special assistance 
to participate in the grant 
application process as required by 
the ADA. For accommodations, 
additional information on how 
to file a complaint, please contact 
our Title VI Compliance Officer, 
(804) 786-4440, or 600 E. Main 
Street, Suite 2102, Richmond, 

VA 23219, or visit our website at 
www.drpt.virginia.gov

AUCTIONS
Smith Mountain Lake Auction. 
December 2. 37 Land tracts, 29 
are lake front having between 
220’ and 1,019’ of lake frontage. 
All lots are over 5 acres. Excellent 
location on main body of lake. 
Auction held at Hotel Roanoke 
at 4 PM. Live and Online 
bidding available – You must be 
registered One Week in Advance 
of the Auction to bid online.  For 
more information, visit woltz.
com or call 800-551-3588. Woltz 
& Associates, Inc. (VA #321) Real 
Estate Brokers & Auctioneers. 
Roanoke, VA.

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 

solution for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
potential candidates. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

    AU PAIR NEEDEDDIAu 
Au Pair to work in Alexandria, 
Virginia. Attend to children at 
a private household. Perform a 
variety of tasks for the children, 
including feeding, bathing, 
and changing diapers. 1 year 
experience as Au Pair needed. 
Willingness to work weekends 
and early hours on a rotating 
basis. 40 hours per week. Au Pair 
may reside at the employer’s res-
idence while employed, without 
charge, but this is not required. 
Send resume to Clifford Prether, 
7 W Mason Ave, Alexandria, VA 
22301.

  

Classifieds
PUBLIC NOTICE

TThe Alexandria City School 
Board will hold a budget public 
hearing on the FY 2023-2032 
Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP) Budget during the Special 
Called School Board Meeting 
on November 29, 2021, at 7:00 
p.m.

Public comments regarding 
the FY 2023-2032 Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) 
Budget may be submitted in the 
following ways: 
•Sign up to speak at the 
11/29/21 public hearing at: 

https://acpsweb.wufoo.com/
forms/budget-public-hearing-
on-fy-20232032-cip-budget/

•Email written comments 
to the Clerk of the Board at: 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us 
•U.S. Mail:
 Clerk of the Board 
 Alexandria City School Board
1340  Braddock Place 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 

Only comments related to the 
FY 2023-2032 Capital Im-
provement (CIP) Budget will 
be heard at the public hearing. 
Requests to speak or to submit 
written comments must be sub-
mitted by Noon on November 
28, 2021. 

For more information, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board 
at 703-619-8316. 
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Email 
Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

NEED TO PLACE 
AN AD?
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Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.
McEnearneyCommercial.com  |  703.683.2700  |  510 King Street, Suite 515, Alexandria, VA 22314

Commercial Sales & Leasing
Landlord & Tenant Representation

#mcecommercial

Properties For Lease and For Sale

1901 Mt Vernon Ave, Unit A, Alexandria
Lease Rate: Negotiable.
Retail storefront: 3,236 SF.
Next door to Foundation Fitness Alexandria. 
Corner location with great frontage on Mt 
Vernon Ave in Del Ray. Just NW of Old Town 
Alexandria. Convenient to Potomac Yards, 
George Washington Pkwy & I395.
John Ross | 703.867.0060
jross@McEnearney.com

1420 Prince Street, Alexandria
For Lease: 2nd Floor Unit: 308 SF | $1,155 
per month FS
Perfect opportunity for small office use. 
Shared conference room, private bathroom, 
access to first floor kitchen, 24/hr. building 
security. Surface parking spaces. Short 
walk to retail and restaurants. 
Hank Proctor | 703.582.4265
hproctor@McEnearney.com

1501 Duke Street, Alexandria
For Lease: 3 rd Floor Office
Size: 6,000 SF. Fully built out as a standard 
office. Space is in excellent condition. 
Parking included. Furniture available. Built 
1986. Zoned OCH. Two blocks to King 
Street Metro and convenient to many local 
restaurants and shops.
Bob Swearingen | 703.537.3320
rswearingen@McEnearney.com

300 N Washington St, Alexandria
For Lease: Office Suites $25 psf FS 
57,139 SF building, 7 stories, built 1962, 
renovated 1998. Suite 300 (2,077 SF, vacant, 
can be combined with Suite 304 for 4,335 SF) 
Suite 304 (2,258 SF, can be combined with Suite 
300 for 4,335 SF) Suite 307 (1,392 SF), Suite 
410 (1,582 SF, vacant), Suite 610 (1,613 SF)
Jaime Gallagher | 703.405.6489
jgallagher@mcenearney.com

For Sale: Auto Repair and Auto Sales
Business & Property, Old Town, Alexandria
New Price: $2,900,000. Lot Size: 8,370 
SF | Building Size: 3,500 SF. Zoning: CSL. 
Fully equipped auto repair and auto sales 
business with real estate in prominent 
location, fully fenced lot two short blocks to 
King Street Metro. 
Ed Cave | 703.537.3311
ecave@McEnearney.com

3339 and 3341 Duke Street, Alexandria
Sale Price: $770,000 
Includes fully leased units: 3339 & 3341. 
Unit 3339: 1,254 SF | Unit 3341: 1,266 SF. 
Professional Office. Zoning: CL. Great office 
layout. Includes reception area, waiting 
room, five offices, two private bathrooms, 2 
large marketing or conference rooms. 
Ed Cave | 703.537.3311
ecave@McEnearney.com

17290 & 17300 River Ridge Blvd, Woodbridge
Office suites For Lease -Can be modified
Lease Rate: $18 PSF. Bldg 1: 17290 River 
Ridge Blvd. 1st Floor: 5,417 SF | 2nd Floor: 
5,417 SF. 3rd Floor: 5,416 SF. Bldg 2: 17300 
River Ridge Blvd. 1st Floor: 5,375 SF. 2nd 
Floor: 5,375 SF. 3rd Floor: 5,375 SF. Tons of 
Parking. Zoning: OM | Tenancy: Multi
Jaime Gallagher | 703.405.6489
jgallagher@mcenearney.com

801 N Pitt St, Alexandria
Fully-Leased Prof. Office Condo For Sale
Price: $416,600. Unit Size: 1,724 SF. 
Office Condo in Residential Building. 
Free Surface Parking. Convenient to Old 
Town Alexandria, Reagan National Airport, 
Washington, DC. Walking distance to 
Restaurants and Amenities
Ed Cave | 703.537.3311
ecave@McEnearney.com

8328 Traford Lane, Unit A, Springfield
For Sale/Lease in Springfield Prof Prk
1st Floor: 1,190 SF Office Condo. Sale Price: 
$250,000 Lease negotiable. Could include 
option to purchase. Corner of Rolling Road 
and Old Keene Mill Road. Walking distance 
to Whole Foods, Giant, CVS, Ledo Pizza, 
Panera, Subway, and more...
Evan Cass | 703.537.3354
ecass@McEnearney.com

5350 Shawnee Rd Unit 350, Alexandria
For Sale or Lease: Approximately 856 SF
Sale Price: $252,520. Condo Fee: $7.31 per 
sq. ft. (includes water and electricity). Annual 
Property Tax: $2,298.24  Lease Rate: $24 psf 
FS + CHAR. 2 Reserved Parking Spaces. 
Free unreserved parking. Less than 3 miles to 
Landmark Development & Transportation Hub.
John Ross | 703.867.0060
jross@McEnearney.com

1225 New York Ave NW, Washington, DC
For Sublease: $59 psf Suite 450 | 3,968 SF
Class A Office Building | RBA: 444,000 SF. 
Stories: 13 | Zoning: C-4. Parking: 3 levels 
of below grade parking with 200 covered 
spaces. Fitness center, conference center, 
three passenger elevators (incl. 1 freight), 
restrooms in every floor. Central DC location. 
Evan Cass | 703.537.3354
ecass@McEnearney.com

4808 Lee Highway, Arlington
2 Level Freestanding Building For Lease
Lease Rate: $35 psf NNN | 4,523 SF 
building, Zoned CL | Suitable for any type 
of retail or office. 5 Free surface parking 
spaces. Located just off of high traffic Route 
29/Lee Highway, a major route connecting 
to I-66 and downtown Falls Church.
Evan Cass | 703.537.3354
ecass@McEnearney.com


