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The peaks and valleys of 
goalkeeper Briana Scurry’s 
storied soccer career
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Briana Scurry first felt the weight 
settle on her shoulders when she 
stepped into the goal as a teenager.

The eventual Olympic and World 
Cup winning U.S. Women’s Nation-
al Team goalkeeper started playing 
soccer at the age of 12. At the time, 
without any girls’ teams in Dayton, 
Minnesota, a suburb of Minneapolis, 
Scurry was the only girl on an all-boys 
team. Her coach, in an inspired piece 
of positioning, decided to place Scurry 
in goal.

“Coach was a good guy. I’m not 
saying he was wrong, but he thought 
mistakenly that the goal was a safe 
place to put the only girl on the team. 
He put me in the goal, and it is literally 
the most dangerous position to play,” 
Scurry said. “That’s how I started.”

Although Scurry would venture 
outside of the confines of the goal-
ie’s box after that season – “I want-
ed to score some goals instead,” she 
said – in high school she returned to 
the position that would define her ca-
reer and life. According to Scurry, the 
weight she had felt at the age of 12 
– the responsibility and intense pres-
sure of being the last line of defense – 
was the very thing that drew her back 

into the box.
“As a goalkeeper, I learned that I 

could essentially stop the other team 
from winning,” Scurry said. “… I real-
ized it was very powerful in that re-
gard, and if you can shoulder the re-
sponsibility, then you can really do 
well. A lot of us goalkeepers, we [have] 
a different mindset than a lot of peo-
ple about that, and we thrive under 
that weight.”

Scurry would feel the press and re-
lease of that weight many times over 
a career that took her to the highest 
of career highs – Olympic gold medal 
wins and clutch World Cup victories – 
to the lowest of personal lows, as she 
struggled to escape the physical and 

mental anguish of a career-ending 
concussion.

The weight persists, but Scurry, 
who now lives in Alexandria’s Bev-
erley Hills with her wife, Chryssa 
Zizos, and two stepchildren, and 
tours the country as a public speak-
er, has rediscovered the light and 
passion that drove her to become 
one of the best and most influential 
goalkeepers in the history of wom-
en’s soccer.

A Black, gay goalkeeper from a 
small town in Minnesota, Scurry’s 
story is one defined by the constant, 
driving need to overcome those 
challenges and strike a path forward 
for herself and those who came after 
her.

“I feel like I’ve been a pioneer in 
a lot of ways for women’s soccer; I 
think that was one of them, that I 
was willing and brave to be who I 
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PHOTO/JOHN TODD
Briana Scurry saves a goal during the U.S. Women’s National Team’s 1999 Women’s World Cup Finals against China. The U.S. wom-
en’s team ultimately won the finals in a penalty kickoff after Scurry made a clutch save.



2 | DECEMBER 9, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Happy Holidays!

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com
daniela.spigai@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com 
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152
Source: BrightMLS BrokerMetrics 1/1/21-3/10/21, Alexandria, VA

From our families to yours, have a lovely 
holiday season. Thank you to our Alexandria 
community & clients for a wonderful year.



Holiday Boat Parade winners announced
The 21st annual Alexan-

dria Holiday Boat Parade of 
Lights took place on Satur-
day, with more than 50 illu-
minated boats taking to the 
Potomac and competing for 
prizes in 10 categories. 

The parade opened with 
Alexandria’s fireboat “Re-
lief” and Washington D.C.’s 
fireboat “John H. Glenn” and 
closed with the “Ever Vigi-
lant Fire Boat 57” from the 
Prince George’s County Vol-
unteer Marine Fire and Res-
cue Station 57. 

The Best of Alexandria 
Show went to “Santé” and 
Captain Daniel Ricks for their 
light display “Coexist,” while 
Best Powerboat went to “Kai-
ros” and Captain Tipper Wil-
liams Bradford for “Santa & 
His Cast of Characters.” 

The creative Thinking 
Outside the Christmas Box 
award went to “Tuesday” 
and Captain Joseph Lan-
da with “Oompa Lumpa”; 
the award for Most Holiday 

Cheer went to “Party of Five” 
and Captain Alan Trombley 
with “Spooky Christmas” 
and the award for Best Spirit 
of America went to “Aggie” 
and Captain Tamara Collum 
with “New Year’s Eve Count-
down Party.” 

Meanwhile, Most Spirited 
Crew went to “D’Entangle-
ment” and Captain Dayton 
Harrison with “D’Entangled 
Christmas Wonderland”; 

Best Theme went to “Sur-
prise” and Captain Sarah 
Ollila with “X-mas Files”; 
Hardiest Soul went to “Miss 
Behavin” and Captain Kirt 
Barbee with “Gillian Island” 
and Best Try went to “Knot 
Tide Down” and Captains Pe-
ter Furness and Rita Martin 
with “Jurassic Christmas.”

For more pictures of the 
event, go to pages 10 and 11.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

 PHOTO/EVAN MICHIO FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
The Best of Alexandria Show award went to “Santé” and Captain 
Daniel Ricks for his “Coexist” display.

COVID-19 cases spike in Alexandria
Alexandria is in the 

midst of an extreme surge 
in cases of COVID-19, with 
cases per 100,000 residents 
and the seven-day moving 
average of cases almost tri-
pling in the last week.

On Nov. 30, the city’s 
seven-day moving average 
of cases was 13.1, but by 
Tuesday that number had 
swelled to 35.7. Likewise, 
just one week ago Alexan-
dria was in the “substan-

tial transmission” catego-
ry with 55.96 new cases of 
COVID-19 per 100,000 res-
idents, but by Tuesday the 
city had experienced 152.1 
new cases per 100,000 resi-
dents and had climbed well 
up into the “high transmis-
sion” category.

Possible reasons for the 
sudden case surge include 
colder weather driving peo-
ple indoors and making it 
more difficult to gather or 

dine outside; the Thanks-
giving holiday, during 
which many people gath-
ered with family and friends 
both inside and outside the 
city; and Hanukkah and 
Christmas gatherings that 
are taking place around the 
city.

There have been no an-
nounced cases of the omi-
cron COVID-19 variant in 
Alexandria.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

Man shot near Braddock Metro
The Alexandria Police De-

partment is investigating a 
shots fired incident that oc-
curred near the Braddock Road 
Metro Station on Sunday night, 
according to a news release. 

The incident occurred at 
the intersection of North 

West and Madison streets 
at 11:47 p.m. Police discov-
ered a male victim with a 
non-life-threatening gun-
shot wound to the upper 
body. He was taken to George 
Washington University Hos-
pital to receive medical care, 

according to the release. 
Anyone with informa-

tion related to this case is 
encouraged to contact APD 
Detective Matthew Kramarik 
at matthew.kramarik@alex-
andriava.gov. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

~ Jangles ~
At age two, Jangles is ready for a run!

A superb blend of terrier and retriever breeds,
Jangles is 100% wonderful.

This cheerful fellow is searching for a new home
this holiday and hopes for a human who enjoys

exercising as much as he does. Jangles needs
to keep himself in shape, 45 pounds is just right.
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Del Ray fire causes $1.4M 
in property loss

A three-alarm fire that occurred 
at a Del Ray duplex on Nov. 19 
caused $1.4M in property loss, ac-
cording to a news release. 

The fire, which tore through 
the two-story duplex in the 100 
block of East Del Ray Avenue, re-
sulted in no injuries to the two 
families impacted, but both fam-
ilies were displaced as a result. In 
response to the incident, the Del 
Ray Citizens Association set up 
a GoFundMe page, which raised 
$38,490.

The Alexandria Fire Depart-
ment Fire Marshal’s Office deter-
mined through an origin and cause 
investigation that the fire was 

accidental and originated on the 
first floor of one of the two units. 
The exact source of ignition is un-
known but likely attributed to an 
overloaded electrical outlet where 
several appliances were connect-
ed, according to the release.  

No residents or first respond-
ers were injured during the evac-
uation process. The case remains 
open, pending investigation with 
the property owner’s insurance 
companies. 

The Fire Marshal’s Office con-
demned the duplex and notified 
the Office of Code Administration, 
according to the release. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Bill Reagan retires from SBDC
After 25 years of championing 

small businesses, Bill Reagan an-
nounced that, effective Jan. 31, 2022, 
he will be retiring as the executive 
director of the Alexandria Small 
Business Development Center.

Reagan founded the SBDC in 1996 
and has worked to strengthen the 
city’s small business culture through 
free business counseling and educa-
tional opportunities for aspiring and 
experienced entrepreneurs alike. 

“I look back with a sense of pride 
and accomplishment on the 25 years 
I’ve been privileged to lead the Al-
exandria Small Business Develop-
ment Center,” Reagan said in a news 
release. “I believe this is the ideal 
juncture for me to step aside, and [I] 
look forward to finding new ways to 
support Alexandria’s small business 
community in my next chapter.” 

Reagan is long-time Alexandri-
an and has lived in the city for more 
than 30 years. This year, he was named 
an Alexandria Living Legend for his 

work on the SBDC, as well as his ser-
vice on many of the city’s boards and 
commissions. He was also an inaugural 
member of The Chamber ALX’s Lead-
ership Alexandria program.

“I am grateful for the opportu-
nity to be engaged for 25 years with 
remarkable business owners who 
overcome daily obstacles to serve 
their customers, support their em-
ployees, grow their businesses and 
enrich Alexandria’s character and 
economy,” Reagan said in the re-
lease.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

APD investigates West End home invasion 
The Alexandria Police Department 

is investigating a West End home in-
vasion that took place on Saturday 
morning, according to a news release. 

The incident occurred at approx-
imately 5:18 a.m. on Saturday in the 
1400 block of Catlin Drive. Suspects 
brandished a weapon and took valu-
ables and a vehicle from the victim. 

According to police, suspect de-
scriptions are currently unavailable 
and it is unknown how they gained 
entry to the home. No injuries were 
reported, according to the release. 

Anyone with information is encour-
aged to reach out to Detective Stephen 
Riley at Stephen.Riley@alexandriava.gov. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com 

ACPS opens winter meal 
registration

Alexandria City Public Schools 
will offer winter break meals for el-
igible students and family members 
between the ages of 2 and 18. 

According to ACPS Express, fami-
lies will be able to receive four days 
of breakfast and lunch per child and 
must pick them up on Dec. 21 from 
Alexandria City High School, located 
at 3330 King St. Meals will be distrib-
uted between 8 and 11 a.m. on the 
east side of the building next to the 
Chinquapin Park Recreation Center. 

Those unable to pick up the meals 
in person can sign up for a delivery 
service on a limited basis. Those eli-
gible will receive home deliveries be-
tween 9 and 11 a.m. on Dec. 21. Masks 
will be required during pick up. 

To sign up for holiday meals, visit 
https://acpsweb.wufoo.com/forms/
w11nxx1o0dp4ihd/. The last day to 
register is Dec. 15. 

For more information, contact 
food@acps.k12.va.us.

oanderson@alextimes.com

ACPS could go virtual on snow days 
With the upcoming winter weath-

er, students in Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools may be attending school 
virtually on snow days this year. 

An update in this week’s ACPS 
Express recommends that students 
take home their computers and in-
structional materials at the end of 
each school day just in case the call 
is made for virtual learning due to 
weather conditions. 

“When winter weather (snow, ice 
or extreme cold temperatures) oc-
curs, and buses cannot safely trans-
port students to and from school, it 
may be necessary for ACPS to close 
school buildings and provide at-

home instruction under these cir-
cumstances,” the notice reads.

According to ACPS, school clo-
sure decisions are most likely to 
come the evening prior, but in cas-
es of uncertainty, superintendent 
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D. will make 
the call the morning of at approxi-
mately 5 a.m.

“We work in conjunction with the 
City of Alexandria emergency man-
agement staff to assess road con-
ditions and include school person-
nel in inspecting the conditions of 
roads, sidewalks, ACPS parking lots 
and bus lanes,” the notice reads.

oanderson@alextimes.com

Winter Recreation Program 
registration to begin

The city will open registra-
tion for winter classes and activ-
ities offered by the Department 
of Recreation, Parks and Cultural 
Activities at 9 a.m. on Dec. 15 for 
residents and Dec. 17 for non-res-
idents, according to a news re-
lease. 

Winter registration applies to 
classes from January through April. 
Face masks will be required and en-
hanced cleaning will take place be-
tween activity periods, according to 

the release. 
Registration is available at the 

Registration and Reservation Office 
at Lee Center, located at 1108 Jeffer-
son St., as well as online. 

Some of the categories include 
aquatics, creative and performing 
arts, environmental education and 
sports. 

Visit alexandriava.gov/recreation 
to register and view the complete list 
of winter programs.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

BILL REAGAN
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am,” Scurry said.

Humble beginnings
Born on Sept. 7, 1971, in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota to 
Earnest and Robbie Scurry, 
Scurry’s athletic aspirations 
started early.

When she was 8 years old, 
Scurry, like many Americans, 
recalled watching, eyes wide 
and ears perked, as the U.S. 
Olympic ice hockey team de-
feated the USSR in its famous 
1980 upset, aptly called the 
“Miracle on Ice.” 

“It literally was a miracle, 
and at 8 years old, I under-
stood that somehow and I 
was inspired to be an Olym-
pian and I declared that to 
my parents,” Scurry said. 
“As I grew up over time, I 
didn’t necessarily think that 
I was obviously going to be 
an Olympian in ice hockey. I 
just knew I wanted to be one. 
I didn’t know which sport 
I would be doing it in, but I 
knew that’s what I wanted to 
do.”

Unlike many Americans, 
Scurry actually realized those 
childhood Olympic dreams.

Rise to fame
Scurry didn’t start her 

athletic career with soccer. 
She started playing tackle 
football in fourth and fifth 
grade in the boys’ lightweight 
division, since, like with soc-
cer, there was no girls’ league 
in Dayton. In high school, 
Scurry would balance playing 
soccer in the fall, basketball 
in the winter and track or 
softball in the spring.

“Over the years, my par-
ents, fortunately, cultivat-
ed the inspiration that their 
little girl had,” Scurry said. 
“Instead of dismissing it out 
of hand and saying some-
thing like, ‘Girls don’t play 
sports,’ they were totally 
onboard with it and so total-
ly supportive and amazing 
throughout.”

With her sheer athleti-
cism, Scurry found success in 
every sport she played. She 
was an all-state basketball 
player and held state records 
in both track and softball, but 
she found the most success 
as a goalkeeper.

At Anoka High School, 
Scurry helped the Torna-
does to a Minnesota State 
Championship in 1989, her 
senior year, and was named 
an All-American. Scurry was 
recruited by 70 different col-
leges across the four sports 
she played, receiving the 
most interest as a goalkeeper.

Her talent caught the eye 
of Coach Jim Rudy at Uni-
versity of Massachusetts 
Amherst, who successfully 
recruited her to the UMass 

Minutewomen in 1989.
Most players who aspire 

to play on the national team 
appear on the national radar 
in their early teens. But ac-
cording to Wayne Coffey, a 
bestselling author and sports 
journalist who worked with 
Scurry to write a book about 

her life, “My Greatest Save: 
The Brave, Barrier-Breaking 
Journey of a World Champion 
Goalkeeper,” due out in June 
2022, Scurry seemingly ap-
peared on the national stage 
out of nowhere. She came 
into UMass with great athlet-
icism but, despite her success 

in high school, relatively raw 
goalkeeping skills.

“She wasn’t very good 
with her feet at all, punting 
and even playing the ball 
with her feet, but she was 
an insane athlete, and she 

PHOTO/BRIANA SCURRY AND CHRYSSA ZIZOS
A young Briana Scurry poses inside the goal.

SCURRY FROM | 1

SEE SCURRY | 7

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience.

DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

From our home to yours,
we wish you and your loved
ones a safe and joyous holiday

Balance. Harmony.
Gratitude.
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www.RebuildingTogetherDCA.org
703.836.1021

.

83.5% 
feel their home is safer  

after our repairs.

94% 
see themselves living  
in their home longer.

At Rebuilding Together DC Alexandria, we strive to 
create a community where people of all incomes and 
cultures live in safe and healthy homes. If you own your 
home in the City of Alexandria, and have limited income, 
you might qualify for our free home repair services.  

CALL US TODAY FOR AN APPLICATION!

REPAIRING HOMES.
REVITALIZING COMMUNITIES.

REBUILDING 
LIVES.
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could just fly through the 
air,” Coffey said. “One of her 
coaches said, ‘Before I had 
her, I’d never had a keeper in 
my entire career who hit her 
head on the crossbar’ and Bri 
would do that all the time.”

It would have been easy for 
Scurry to rely just on her ath-
leticism and acrobatics, but 
instead she worked to hone 
her craft. By the time she 
was at her first national team 
camp as a college junior in 
1993, she had developed the 
foundation of a goalkeeping 
philosophy that would carry 
her to international success.

“This space was hers – 
it was this inviolable 190 
square feet. You weren’t get-
ting the ball by her,” Coffey 
said.

The art of the save
For Scurry, goalkeeping is 

a philosophy and an art more 
than anything else. She lik-
ened the position to a chess 
master or general who mar-
shals their forces and posi-
tions them in such a way that 
the ball never even gets to 
the goal.

“I have the complete op-
posite philosophy about 
goalkeeping than someone 
who wins the goalkeeper of 
the year award,” Scurry said. 
“That person usually has the 
most saves in a season. Well, 
to me that sounds like you’re 
doing it wrong.”

“A lot of people think 
about goalkeeping as some-
body who can dive into the 
corner at will, which I could 
also do. When I needed to, I 
could do that, but that means 
that you are not doing the 
number one thing properly, 
which is positioning your de-
fenders,” Scurry added.

Olympic gold(s)
The 1996 Olympic Games 

in Atlanta marked the first 
time women’s soccer was 
included in the competition. 
Two short years after playing 
her first national team game 

against Portugal in 1994, 
during which she earned a 
shutout, Scurry found herself 
face to face with the dream 
she had envisioned since she 
was 8 years old.

“You don’t necessarily 
need to know how you’re go-
ing to get somewhere – you 
just need to know where you 
want to go,” Scurry said.

Scurry played every min-
ute of the team’s five games 
in the 1996 Summer Olym-
pics and conceded only three 
goals. Scurry and the rest of 
the team, which included 
legends like Mia Hamm and 
Kristine Lilly, took home the 
gold by defeating China in 
the finals, 2-1.

Scurry vividly remem-
bered the moments after that 
victory, as she and her team-
mates grabbed their Amer-
ican flags and took a victo-
ry lap around the stadium 
full of 76,000 people. Scurry 
said she spotted her parents 
and counted no less than 10 
people from her high school 
and club soccer days in the 
stands, all of whom came 
down to congratulate her.

Still buoyed by her first 
Olympic win, Scur-
ry said she 
didn’t really 
understand the 
enormity of the 
accomplishment 
until much later.

“It’s years and 
years of time, of ef-
fort, of desiring this 
thing – and especially in 
team sports – as a group, 
together in that journey. 
You don’t really think about 
it until after because if you 
thought about it too much, 
you could be crushed under 
the weight,” Scurry said.

Eight years later, Scurry 
would return to the Olympic 
stage under very different 
circumstances. Where the 
1996 Olympic Games were 
the culmination of her effort 
and her mother and father’s 
support, the 2004 games in 
Greece happened in the af-
termath of Scurry’s father 

passing away on Father’s Day 
2004.

Her sorrow was a shadowy 
presence that pervaded Scur-
ry’s every moment during the 
2004 games, from training to 
the games themselves. 

“I decided that I was not 
going to try to put my emo-
tions in a box; I decided to 
let them flow,” Scurry said. 
“… On the training pitch, I 
would just sometimes break 
down crying because I’m do-
ing the thing that my dad had 
raised me and had walked 
with me [to do].”

The U.S. Women’s Na-
tional Soccer Team beat their 
archnemeses Brazil in the 
gold medal match, 2-1. What 
is normally a moment of ela-
tion, Scurry referred to as 
“maximum grief in the arena 
of maximum joy” and a true 
test of her spirit.

“It didn’t rip me apart, 
thank goodness, but that 
goes back to the pressure and 
weight of things. I was very 
good at carrying the weight,” 
Scurry said.

A World Cup legend
Coming out of 1996, 

the U.S. Women’s Na-
tional Soccer Team 
was riding high on 
its first Olympic 
victory. Suddenly, 
a team that very 
few Americans 
knew about had 
the spotlight – 
somewhat. 

No U.S. net-
works had broadcast the 

team’s gold medal match 
live, betraying how the me-
dia and nation felt about 
women’s soccer at the time, 
according to Coffey.

With the World Cup 
coming to the U.S. in 1999, 
though, the team knew it had 
to bring the sport and the 
team the attention they de-
served. The weight was once 
again on Scurry’s shoulders. 

In the two years lead-
ing up to the World Cup, 

PHOTO/BRIANA SCURRY AND CHRYSSA ZIZOS
Briana Scurry’s career-ending concussion resulted in a years-long le-
gal battle with her insurance company to pay for her occipital nerve 
release surgery
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Tickets on sale now!

 2021-2022 
Season

Adult: $20-$85 Student: $15 Youth: $5

(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

DEC
Home for 
the Holidays

Friday, Dec 17, 2021 ● 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec 19, 2021 ● 3:00 p.m.*

Featuring:

- dancers from BalletNova

- selections from Handel,   
   Tchaikovsky, Ellington, 
   Anderson, and Bach

- family-friendly

with BalletNova

*Sunday’s performance will
not include BalletNova
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the women’s national team 
worked relentlessly to get 
women’s soccer in front of 
Americans. They traveled to 
different clubs around the 
country in order to get peo-
ple excited, Scurry said.

The efforts paid off. Right 

before the team’s first game 
at Giants Stadium in San 
Francisco, Scurry and her 
teammates were told that the 
76,000 people who showed 
up had broken an attendance 
record for a sporting event at 
the venue. They almost broke 
an attendance record in gen-
eral, but Pope John Paul II’s 

1995 mass had them beat at 
83,000.

“And that was because you 
could fill the infield when 
the pope was there,” Scurry 
laughed.

“We were able to do a thing 
that a lot of people didn’t 
think women’s sports could 
ever do on its own,” Scurry 

said. “… As I get older, I re-
alize that parents just want-
ed their daughters to have a 
great example of a role model 
because young boys have had 
that their whole lives.”

According to Coffey, 
America’s victory in the 
World Cup final against Chi-
na “was one of the watershed 
moments in the history of 
women’s sports worldwide.” 

“It was really a sociocul-
tural happening in a very big 
way. It changed everything,” 
Coffey said. “It put that U.S. 
Women’s National Team on 
the map, and it’s done noth-
ing but grow ever since.”

Running out on the field, 
Scurry said the sounds of the 
crowd was deafening.

“It’s just this thunder-
ous roar of applause and lit-
tle young girls with pigtails 
screaming their heads off,” 
Scurry said.

The game itself was one 
of the most dramatic in the 
history of the sport. After 
regulation and golden goal 
extra time ended, the game 
was still scoreless, and the 
teams moved into an over-
time shootout.

For a goalkeeper, a pen-
alty shootout, especially one 
in the final of a World Cup, is 
the most high-pressure sce-
nario possible. The first two 
players on each team made 
their shots, before Scurry 
saved a shot from Liu Ying. 
With the score tied at 4-4, 
Brandi Chastain had the final 

shot for the U.S. Her famous 
game-winning goal sealed 
America’s 5-4 World Cup vic-
tory – and Scurry’s chapter 
in the history books as the 
World Cup saving goalkeeper. 

The walk of fame
Scurry was already an 

Olympic athlete, but her pub-
lic profile grew tenfold after 
the ’99 World Cup, she said.

“I’m walking in Pasadena 
down the street and people 
are slamming on the brakes 
of their car and putting it in 
park and jumping out of the 
car,” Scurry recalled. “One 
gentleman ran over to me 
and said, ‘Hey Scurry, you’re 
awesome,’ high fived me and 
then ran back into his car. 
I was like, ‘What just hap-
pened? That is so crazy.’”

Along with the fame came 
even more public scrutiny. 
Although she admitted she 
didn’t notice it at first, Scurry 
said that over time she real-
ized the way the media cov-
ered her was not the same as 
her teammates. 

The moment that springs 
to mind for Scurry occurred 
in the immediate aftermath 
of the World Cup win.

“The interesting thing 
that happened when we were 
playing in the World Cup 
is my girlfriend at the time 
was at the games, and after 
the World Cup win, you see 
me running into the stands. 
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PHOTO/GOLDMAN PHOTOGRAPHY
Briana Scurry (right) with, left to right: stepdaughter Daphne, wife 
Chryssa Zizos and stepson Andrew.

        Elizabeth DeBruyn Weight, former 
resident of Alexandria and environmental 
management specialist, died on Oct. 28, 2021, 
after a three-year battle with breast cancer. 
She was 55.
            Elizabeth grew up in Alexandria, where 
she attended Lyles-Crouch Elementary 
School, Parker Gray Middle School and T.C. 
Williams High School. She received a bach-
elor’s degree in international relations from 
Connecticut College.
           Following graduation, Elizabeth  worked 
for the U.S. law firm of Wilmer, Cutler, and 
Pickering in Brussels, Belgium, assisting in 
the monitoring of  prospective European 
Union regulations.
      Elizabeth’s international development 
career commenced in 1991 in Djibouti,  East 
Africa, where she worked as a volunteer for 
UNICEF, assisting in managing the logistics 
of sending relief supplies to Somalia. 
       Elizabeth then joined the American 
Friends Service Committee in Cambodia, 
where she later served as country director for 
programs, a role that that involved com-
munity-based development, micro-finance, 

sustainable agriculture, livestock health and support for disabled landmine survivors. She also assisted 
with  the establishment of a radio system which provided critical information concerning the location 
of lost family members following the collapse of the Pol Pot regime.
          Following her work with the AFSC, Elizabeth was appointed as an adviser to the Cambodian 
Ministry of Environment on environmental education programs under a U.N. Development Pro-
gram-funded project. She also worked at the Irish nonprofit Concern Worldwide as a national commu-
nity forestry advisor and drafted legislation to strengthen community-based forest management.
Upon her return to the U.S., Elizabeth worked for a Colorado-based NGO, iDE,  which focused on 
increasing income for farmers in Africa and Asia. She assisted in the founding of an iDE program in 
Ghana, serving for two years as deputy country director. During that time, she also worked on a Gates 
Foundation project to improve agricultural productivity in Asia and Africa.
Elizabeth ended her overseas career with four years in Sri Lanka at the International Water Manage-
ment Institute. 
          After coming back to the U.S., Elizabeth finished her professional career as a program coordinator 
for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Integrated Drought Information 
System. She also served as the U.S. representative to an eight-member team from around the world to 
the World Meteorological Organization Committee on Agricultural Services Expert Team on Drought.
Elizabeth is survived by her husband, Jeff Smith; daughters, Margaret Watts and Cailyn Smith, of 
Boulder, Colorado; her mother Yvonne Weight Callahan, of Alexandria, and her brother Chris Weight, 
of Bellingham, Washington.  She was preceded in death by her brother, Eric Weight, and her father, 
Forrest Weight.
          The family suggests that donations may be made to the Nature Conservancy in Elizabeth’s name, 
or to the charity of the donor’s choice.

Elizabeth DeBruyn Weight
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School Board discusses equity audit policy 
Draft revisions focus 
on student discipline 
and conduct 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON 

The Alexandria School 
Board discussed an equity 
audit policy revision over-
view at its Dec. 2 meeting, 
which related specifically to 
student discipline and con-
duct. 

According to staff, the 
proposed revisions have 
been created with the goal 
of focusing on marginalized 
populations and working to 
dismantle current systems 
that are barriers to student 
success.

“This has been a Hercu-
lean effort, and it’s only the 
start of a very large effort to 
really go through systemati-
cally all our policies with an 
equity lens and do super crit-
ical work that we’ve needed 
to do for some time,” School 
Board and equity audit team 
member Christopher Suarez 
said. 

The rotating School Board 
committee currently consists 
of Suarez and board members 
Jacinta Greene and Heather 
Thornton but will change as 
staff considers the next tier 
of policies. 

During the presentation, 
staff shared community feed-
back with the School Board 
that was gained through var-
ious focus groups. According 
to Terrence Wilson, Intercul-
tural Development Research 
Association regional policy 
and community engagement 
director, many parents felt 
that the school disciplinary 
policies were fair but the 
application of those policies 
was uneven.  

One theme Wilson said 
cropped up at the meetings 
included school resource 
officers and alternatives to 
having them in buildings. 
SROs have been a conten-
tious issue in the city over 
the past year. City Council 

initially voted to remove 
them from school premises, 
then temporarily reversed 
the decision in October. 

“It wasn’t necessarily ask-
ing for resource officers to 
come back, but it was want-
ing to understand what we 
should do in terms of sup-
porting students and hav-
ing better relationships with 
students to address certain 
kinds of behavior,” Wilson 
said of the conversations that 
occurred at the meetings.

Staff reached out to stu-
dents for feedback, which 
yielded conversations 
around dress code, partic-
ularly a perceived double 
standard between male and 
female students, and the im-
portance of teacher support, 
especially when it comes to 
de-escalating incidents in 
classrooms. 

Many draft policy revi-
sions came as a result of 
the focus groups ACPS or-
ganized. These consist of 
changes to student conduct; 
teacher removal of students 
from class; sportsmanship, 
ethics and integrity; gang ac-
tivity or association; alcohol 
and other drugs in schools; 
tobacco-free schools for staff 
and students; search and 
seizure, which previously 
allowed strip searches; sus-
pension and expulsion and 
disciplining students with 
disabilities. 

Many of the revisions in-
clude expanding or clarifying 
definitions, such as “sports-
manship” or “gang,” updat-
ing terms and gender-neutral 
pronouns, prioritizing data 
collection and using a multi-
tiered system of support or 
restorative practices instead 
of punitive action whenever 
possible.

When it came to suspen-
sion and expulsion, for ex-
ample, Thornton said staff 
spent a considerable amount 
of time drafting revisions in 
order to make it clear that 
the intention is a holistic ap-

proach. 
“We do not want to con-

sistently go to a punitive 
outcome right at the fore-
front, and we realized that a 
lot of our policies just kind of 
listed the punishment first,” 
Thornton said. “That is not 
what we wanted to do.”

The suspension and ex-
pulsion revision includes 
first listing the goals for stu-
dent behavior, which include 
a variety of preventative 
measures such as a multi-
tiered system of support, 
social-emotional learning 
supports, peer mediation and 
counseling. 

This checklist approach, 
rather than the previous gen-
eral and vague description, 
Thornton said, will allow 
administrators to make sure 
they are thinking through 
student behavior in a “full, 
well rounded way” before 
resorting to suspension and 
expulsion.

In light of recent hate 
speech incidents at Fairfax 
County sporting events, Su-
arez said staff discussed re-
fining the policy surrounding 
sportsmanship, ethics and 
integrity, including whether 
the word “sportsmanship” is 
too narrow. 

“Is that making it seem 
that it’s just about sports 
when this is really about a 
broader notion of being not 
just a good sport but a good 
citizen?” Suarez said.

Proposed changes includ-
ed adding the prohibition 
of the use of hate speech or 
ethnically or racially insensi-
tive expressions in extracur-
ricular activities. The policy 
would extend beyond ath-
letes to students, opponents, 
officials, administrators, 
coaches and spectators in-
volved in any extracurricular 
activity.

It would also align with 
the new Virginia School 
Boards Association rules to 
disqualify a participant who 
uses such speech from com-

petition until educational or 
restorative interventions are 
completed. 

Because equity is the over-
arching goal, staff said that 
data aggregation and mani-
festation hearings, meetings 
held to determine whether 
a students’ behavior is a re-

sult of their disability or an-
other factor, will be integral, 
specifically when it comes to 
students with disabilities.  

The School Board will vote 
on the discipline and conduct 
policy revisions at its Dec. 16 
meeting. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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A Weekend of Holiday Celebrations
The Campagna Center’s Scottish Christmas Walk weekend returned to the streets of Old Town this weekend 
after taking 2020 off due to the pandemic – but it wasn’t the only holiday show in town. The Scottish Christmas 
weekend included a whiskey tasting and the parade, which featured a cavalcade of Scottish clans, pipe and 
drum bands, terriers and hounds. The Holiday Boat Parade of Lights also came to Old Town this weekend, 
bringing more than 50 illuminated ships down the Potomac River. 

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Bonnie Speakman ties up George Hayes hair in red, white and blue bands. Hayes marched with the St. 
Andrew’s Society of Washington. 

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Alexandria’s First Night Chair Laverne Chatman and Bailey the dog.

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
The Appin Regiment, a northern Virginia reenactment group. The reg-
iment portrays the Stewart’s of Appin who joined the army in support 
of Prince Charles E. Stuart of Scotland in 1745-46. Left to right: Lau-
ra Rogers Poggi, Bob Burchell, Bill Johnson, Kevin Riley, Dan Gilbert, 
Mara Riley, Sydney Cromwell, Philip Cromwell, Danielle Probst, Kelley 
Newman and Peter Walker.

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
From the reviewing stand, Jeanne Warner, wife of the late Sen. John 
Warner, parade grand marshal Sen. Mark Warner and his wife Lisa 
Collis wave to the parade participants as they march by.

Stop in and say hello 
to Alexandria’s newest 
neighborhood Credit 
Union branch.

Hello  
Neighbor.

— ussfcu.org/BowmanBranch —

Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by NCUA.

1310 Braddock Place  |  Alexandria, VA 22314
across from Braddock Metro • garage parking & validation available

Bowman Branch
Braddock Station
STABILITY. SECURITY. SERVICE.

since 1935
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PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
The crowds on the corner of Fairfax and King streets at mid-parade.  

PHOTO/EVAN MICHIO FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
More than 50 boats took to the Potomac River to compete in 10 
categories during the 21st annual Holiday Boat Parade of Lights on 
Saturday.

PHOTO/EVAN MICHIO FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
Kairos, piloted by Captain Tipper Williams Bradford, won Best Power-
boat at the Holiday Boat Parade of Lights on Saturday.

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311
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I went up to her, and I think 
the camera realized it was 
her and it completely cut 
away,” Scurry said. 

Scurry was never shy about 
the fact that she was gay, but 
the decision to erase what 
was such a joyous moment for 
her was “painful,” she said.

“I didn’t really have a 
problem being an African 
American or being gay on the 
team,” Scurry said. “The me-
dia might’ve had an issue with 
that, but I certainly didn’t and 
neither did my teammates.”

Career kryptonite
Scurry originally planned 

to retire in 2011, after one 
last season with the Wash-
ington Freedom, but those 
plans were dashed in 2010 
by a concussion that she sus-
tained in what would be the 
last game she ever played.

A knee directly to the 
temple ended her career and 
left her physically and men-
tally debilitated for years.

“For me, my superpower 
was my mentality and my be-
lief that I could somehow do 
just about anything if I could 
learn how and be able to fig-
ure things out, like I did with 
my soccer career,” Scurry said. 
“… The problem with getting 
a concussion is it affects your 
mental wellbeing, your men-
tal health, so the person I was 
before that hit was a different 
person after that hit.”

Scurry experienced excru-
ciating headaches emanating 
from behind her left ear ev-
ery day for three years. She 
had sound sensitivities and 
vision problems and a slew of 
mental and psychological is-
sues – anxiety, panic attacks, 
depression – that resulted 
from her inability to execute 
on her post-career ambitions. 

At the peak of her career, 
Scurry had been able to focus 
on nothing but the ball and 
the kicker during a penalty 
kick in front of 90,000 peo-
ple. After her concussion, she 
could barely hold onto a sin-

gle thought. Unable to mem-
orize the names of players 
and teams, her attempts at 
commentating on ESPN were 
disastrous.

“It was just horrible, and 
that experience led to another 
and before I knew it, I was in 
this teeny-tiny studio apart-
ment in New Jersey wonder-
ing what happened, in 2011 
and 2012,” Scurry said.

Scurry was battling her 
own mind in addition to an 
insurance company that was 
making it impossible for her 
to get the care she needed. 
Scurry was trying to get a 
then-experimental procedure 
called an occipital nerve re-
lease surgery, which address-

es issues with the nerves be-
hind the ears, specifically in 
the area from where Scurry’s 
headaches were emanating. 

Without the care she 
needed to improve her inju-
ry, her symptoms grew worse 
until they were almost un-
bearable.

Scurry was also struggling 
financially. With no income 
other than frequently late 
disability checks, she had 
blown her entire life savings 
in three years. The cost of 
paying for a prolonged legal 
battle while living on in-
consistent or late disability 
checks was too much for her, 
and eventually Scurry resort-
ed to pawning off her two 

gold medals to pay for a few 
more months of rent. 

In 2012, she started 
by pawning off the medal 
from her first 1996 win – 
her mother’s favorite – for 
$8,000 before returning later 
to get $4,000 for the medal 
from the U.S. women’s Gre-
cian victory – which she had 
dedicated to her late father.

“When we’re talking about 
how much things weigh, I 
don’t have my superpower to 
hold it and it really crushed 
me,” Scurry said. 

At one point, Scurry said 
she was suicidal and the only 
thing keeping her alive was 
the thought of what her death 
would do to her mother. 

“The idea of somebody 
having to tell my mom, who 
was also dealing with Alz-
heimer’s at the time, that her 
baby was gone – it broke my 
heart,” Scurry said.

Rebuilding, regrowing
With her lawyers in her 

corner, Scurry continued to 
fight the insurance company. 
Eventually a friend connect-
ed her with the owner of Live 
Wire Media Relations, now 
called Live Wire Strategic 
Communications, who lis-
tened to her story and took 
her on as a pro bono case. 

The owner of the Alex-
andria-based P.R. firm, now 
Scurry’s wife, Chryssa Zizos, 
helped get her story in the 
media and turn the tide 
against the insurance com-
pany. She also helped get 
Scurry’s gold medals back.

After hearing what Scurry 
had done with her medals, 
Zizos paid off the remaining 
amount to the loan com-
pany to get them back. She 
then took Scurry to Burke 
and Herbert Bank and got 
Scurry a loan that she would 
pay back using part of every 
check she got from public 
speaking engagements.

Getting her two gold medals 
back marked a shift in Scurry’s 
energy and vitality and a step 
back toward the person she had 
been only a few years before. 

Zizos likened Scurry getting her 
medals back to a tree regrow-
ing its limbs. Now, the family 
keeps the medals in a framed 
box hung on a wall at home so 
Scurry can see them every day.

“To be able to get them 
back, that was [the] begin-
ning of her climbing back and 
taking her life back and feel-
ing strong again,” Zizos said. 
“… I think she felt like she 
was getting a piece of herself 
back.”

Zizos helped Scurry re-
build her career on the back 
of public speaking engage-
ments. At the same time, 
Scurry and Zizos also built a 
relationship that would blos-
som into something special at 
the 2015 Women’s World Cup 
in Canada. The pair married 
in June 2018, and now live in 
Alexandria’s Beverley Hills 
neighborhood with Zizo’s 
children, Sydney and Andrew.

Scurry would never play 
again, but soccer remained 
a part of her life. She was in-
ducted into the National Soc-
cer Hall of Fame in 2017 and, 
in 2018, served as an assistant 
coach for the Washington 
Spirit, who won their first Na-
tional Women’s Soccer League 
Championship on Nov. 20, 
2021, before becoming an in-
vestor in the team with Zizos. 

After years of turbulence, 
financial woes and physical 
and mental anguish, Scurry 
is finally in a good place and 
said she is possibly the hap-
piest she has been in her life. 

She and Zizos have cre-
ated a patch of bliss in their 
lovely house, with a pride 
flag hanging outside the 
front door and a carefully 
landscaped yard and garden 
in the back to which Scurry 
religiously tends. Scurry has 
a family she loves and that 
loves her and a successful, 
financially lucrative career 
telling her story. 

Scurry may always feel 
that weight – the weight of 
expectations, of fame, of past 
experiences – but now she 
has roots to support it. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PHOTO/BRIANA SCURRY AND CHRYSSA ZIZOS
Scurry poses alongside Title IX feature in the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture’s Game Changers exhibit.
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ACHS senior earns QuestBridge Scholarship
Alexandria City High School 

senior Abdelrahman Abdelsadig 
has earned a full-ride to college 
with the QuestBridge Scholarship. 

Abdelsadig is in the top 10% 
of the Class of 2022. He is also a 
member of the wrestling team 
and the “We the People” debate 
team, and holds a part-time job. 
He joins two ACHS students 
from the Class of 2021 in achiev-
ing this honor. Abdelsadig plans 
to study within the fields of sci-
ence, technology and math at 
Colby College in Maine. 

The QuestBridge National 
College Match provides a path-
way for high school seniors who 
have excelled academically and 
have financial need to attend a 
top college. Through this col-
lege and scholarship applica-
tion process, students can apply 

to the nation’s best colleges and 
be considered for early admis-

sion and a full four-year schol-
arship from the school.
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PHOTO/ACPS
Alexandria City High School senior Abdelrahman Abdelsadig cele-
brates after receiving the QuestBridge scholarship.

Immanuel Lutheran School 
offers a Christian and classical 
education with a liberal arts 
curriculum for Junior Kinder-
garten through 8th grade. 

Immanuel Lutheran has 
served families for more than 
75 consecutive years and in-
stilled in students a genuine 
love for learning through a 
strong liberal arts curriculum, 
Lutheran catechesis and a rich 
academic environment that 
encourages subject mastery. 

ILS teachers emphasize 
academic excellence, the de-
velopment of curiosity, con-
sistency, perseverance and 
discussion. Together, teach-
ers and students in Junior 
Kindergarten through 8th 
grade embark on a shared 
journey to experience the 
beauty in the complexity of 
the natural world, great liter-
ature, world history, the won-

ders of math and science and 
the Creator who made us all.

Wisdom, eloquence, and 
virtue – these are the aims of 
a classical education at ILS. 
More than the acquisition of 
basic skills and mere compe-
tency, ILS believes the purpose 
of education is to transform, 
elevate and refine the mind 
and the soul. The focus is for 
young scholars to develop a 
strong foundation of curiosity, 
knowledge and understand-
ing that can be built upon 
throughout their lives. The 
good, the true and the beauti-
ful are the universal values of 
a classical education and serve 
as the building blocks of classi-
cal learning. The classical arts 
are timeless and proven and 
have been known to produce 
many eloquent confessors and 
wise leaders. Classical edu-
cation is a holistic approach 

to education, and a return to 
excellence in teaching, curric-
ulum, and expectations.

This is advertorial content.

Lutheran School
Address:

Years in operation:
-1910; reopened in 1945
Grades: Pre-K to eighth grade
Number of students: 200 
Organization/Church 
Affiliation: Lutheran
Tagline: Inspiring the 
next generation of 
classical thinkers.
Website: 
www.ilsalexandria.org
Contact: 703-549-
0155 or admissions@
immanuelalexandria.org

Immanuel Lutheran School

The 
classical 
educa-
tion at 
ILS aims 
to teach 
wisdom, 
elo-
quence 
and 
virtue. 

PHOTOS/
IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN 
SCHOOL

AT A GLANCE



Fusion students compete 
in good deeds contest

There’s an air of friendly 
competition at Fusion Acade-
my Alexandria. Students and 
teachers have been divided 
into teams. Each member re-
ceives points for various good 
deeds around campus, from 
helping out a fellow student to 
having a clean homework to-
do list. The team with the most 
points at the end of the quarter 
celebrates with a team lunch.

Director of Student Life Pat 
Young developed the idea with 
the aim of encouraging posi-
tive socialization on campus. 

“It encourages students to 
build a sense of collective respon-

sibility,” Young said. “COVID-19 
and quarantine have been hard 
on all of us.  We thought it would 
be fun to elevate the campus 
experience by transforming re-
sponsibilities and student-driven 
activities into a fun experience 
with expectations and rewards.”

The four teams – Team 
Titans, The Dark Blue Team, 
Team Do Your Calculus Home-
work and Carbon-Based Life 
Form – continue to garner 
points, and competition is 
fierce. Team Titans is in the 
lead for the moment, but the 
campus is keen to see how long 
it lasts. 

Saint Mary breaks ground on new library media center
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ILS commits to month of service
Throughout the month 

of November, the entire Im-
manuel Lutheran School 
community  focused on ser-
vice to its neighbors through 
a variety of projects.

Immanuel families prepared 
68 Thanksgiving meals to be de-
livered to area families through 
Christ House in Old Town. Stu-
dents and teachers also raised 
more than $600 to help pur-

chase Thanksgiving turkeys to 
be included with the meals. Stu-
dents and parents helped deliv-
er the meals to Christ House in 
mid-November to be distribut-
ed at the center.

For the entire month, the 
Immanuel community held 
a food drive collection to 
fill the food pantry at Christ 
House. Together the commu-
nity collected 3,000 pounds 

of food to share with the food 
pantry, more than doubling 
the amount of food students 
collected in 2020.

Immanuel teachers and 
staff also collected new baby 
supplies for mothers, fathers 
and babies supported by As-
sist Pregnancy Center. Staff 
will deliver these supplies 
when they visit the center in 
mid-December. 

To harken in a new 21st 
century chapter of Old Town’s 
152-year-old elementary school 
at the corner of South Royal 
and Green streets, The Basilica 
School of Saint Mary hosted a 
festive school-wide ceremonial 
groundbreaking and blessing 
program on Nov. 22.

The student and faculty 
community came together 
with leading school parents, 
alumni, parishioners and 
friends of the school to cele-
brate the next phase of a $13.7 
million campus transformation 
that began in 2019. In late De-

cember, Phase II construction 
for a new 8,000 square foot li-
brary media center connecting 
the lower school to the middle 
school will begin. Additional 
exterior improvements to the 
school campus include new 
playground and sports areas, 
better faculty and visitor park-
ing and appropriate perimeter 
fencing construction in keep-
ing with historic Alexandria 
building aesthetics. 

The project is being made 
possible in part thanks to 
contributions through the 
Mary Lead Us Campaign from 

close to a thousand individ-
ual and family parishioners, 
as well as school and alumni 
donors, which have amount-
ed to $8.5 million to date.

This extraordinary project 
for one of Alexandria’s fin-
est Pre-K through 8th grade 
schools is being made possi-
ble in part thanks to the gen-
erosity of close to a thousand 
individual and family parish-
ioner, school and alumni do-
nors making contributions 
to date of $8.5M through the 
Mary Lead Us Campaign (visit 
maryleadus.org to watch the 

video describing the school’s 
rich history and this project.)

With The Basilica School 
of Saint Mary’s 152-year-old 
history there is a long, long list 
of alumni that have grown up 
academically and spiritually to 
become stellar citizens of our 
community with strong char-
acter, great leadership quali-
ties, and a desire and the will to 
make a difference in the world. 

One such citizen who 
joined in for the ceremoni-
al groundbreaking was Al-
exandria’s Win Sheridan, a 
1985 graduate of the then St. 

Mary’s Catholic School and 
leadership donor. Sheridan, a 
business leader and entrepre-
neur, prolific philanthropist, 
and avid promoter of chil-
dren’s health and well-being 
through sports has made a 
gift of $500K to the Mary Lead 
Us Campaign to support the 
transformation of the Basilica 
School of Saint Mary’s back 
parking lot into a multi-use 
sports plaza. Sheridan hopes 
that his gift will inspire other 
Basilica School alumni to join 
in and support the Mary Lead 
Us Campaign.

COURTESY PHOTO
Fusion Academy students and teachers divide into teams to com-
pete in a trivia competion.

MUSIC 
LESSONS 
FOR AGES 

3 TO 93 

Now offering: Piano, Guitar, Ukulele, 
Violin, Viola, Little’s Partner Piano 

& Mini Maestros Music Classes!

www.oldtownmusicschool.com
120 S. Royal St. | 703 341 7341

Please consider Velocity 
when making year-end 
charitable donations.  

Your contributions help  
us support community 

 outreach programs, bike 
scholarships, education, & 
encourage the community  

to cycle.

2111 Mt Vernon Ave, Del Ray

our 11th year!
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A gift today is an investment in the future
BY HEATHER PEELER

The holidays are a season 
of giving, and we often think 
as much about the gifts we 
want to receive as we think 
about those we want to give. 
What is on your wish list? For 
yourself?  For our communi-
ty?  

My wish is for good health 
and prosperity for everyone 
in our community. I also 
wish for all Alexandrians to 
have a safe, affordable place 
to live. Imagine the gift of a 
future where every child has 
what they need to succeed in 
school and in life. By donat-
ing to a local nonprofit, you 
can help make these wishes 
become a reality.   

When you donate to Alex-
andria’s nonprofit organiza-
tions, you are investing in a 
stronger, more vibrant com-
munity for today and tomor-
row. Nonprofit organizations 
work to support Alexandri-
ans in many ways. They are 
producing musical perfor-
mances that move us, provid-
ing food and nourishment to 
those of us who are hungry, 
ensuring local streams and 
rivers are clean for us to en-
joy today and in the years to 
come and providing shelter 
and support for those of us in 
the midst of a housing crisis.  

Countless individuals 
give their time and energy to 
these endeavors. Volunteers 
are essential and valuable, 
enabling nonprofit organi-
zations to operate. If you can 
give the gift of your time, you 
should find ways to volun-
teer and lend a helping hand. 
However, nonprofits need 
more than human capital; 
they need financial capital. 
Money is needed to purchase 
supplies, pay rent and utili-
ties and pay for professional 
staff and expertise. Financial 
donations from the commu-

nity allow nonprofits to make 
investments that result in 
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Alexandria’s many nonprofits rely on donations of time and money from residents to bring their services 
to the city.SEE FUTURE | 16

Give back

Open Weekdays 2 – 7:30 pm
401 North Payne Street | Alexandria VA 22314

BGCGW United Way #8047 / CFC #44919

 
With the persistence of COVID-19 and                 
growing learning gaps, the need to 
provide vital resources to our kids and 
families is critical.

Contact info: (703) 549-3077
phall@bgcgw.org
facebook.com/AlexandriaBGC

The Dunbar 
Alexandria-Olympic 

Boys & Girls Club
 is determined to do all we can to continue 

serving our  families and community.  As you 
prepare for this season of giving make a gift 
today, visit https://tinyurl.com/AlexBGC and 

designate to “Alexandria Club”. 
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dunbar 
boys and 
girls club

Give back

M-F 8am-11am or 
Sat 11am-1pm
25 S. Dove St.

Alexandria, VA 22314

Donation Drop Off

ve-
locity
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strong organizations and ef-
fective programs. 

If you already give and 
support nonprofits, then you 
know that by donating you are 

giving a gift to our community 
and to yourself. Charitable giv-
ing is a way to take action and 
make a difference at a time 
when things may feel uncer-
tain and overwhelming. It also 
connects us to our community 

and each other. The benefits of 
giving are great, regardless of 
the size of your donation.

If you don’t know where to 
give, start with your passion 
and values. What causes do 
you care about?  What hob-

bies and interests have been 
meaningful to you? Next, ask 
your friends and neighbors 
who they support. What or-
ganizations are they involved 
in?  Contact Visit Alexandria 
to explore volunteer opportu-
nities or ACT for Alexandria to 
garner suggestions for orga-
nizations that align with your 
interests. Start small.  Consid-
er a modest gift to begin with 
and increase your support as 
you become more familiar 
with the organization’s work.  

The needs of our communi-
ty are significant. Daily house-
hold expenses such as food and 
gas have increased, hitting our 
low-income neighbors hard. The 

pandemic continues to impose 
health and economic threats. Af-
fordable housing is in short sup-
ply and many families are on the 
verge of eviction. Children strug-
gle to catch up in school after fall-
ing behind due to virtual learning.  

These challenges can be 
daunting. However, with our 
help, Alexandria’s nonprof-
its can meet these challenges 
head-on. When we lead with 
generosity, we instill hope in 
the future. When we each take 
a small step and give, we fulfill 
our collective wish for a better, 
stronger Alexandria. 

The writer is president and 
CEO of ACT for Alexandria.
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ACT for Alexandria is our city’s community foundation and home for philanthropy. We have a
vision for a community where all Alexandrians thrive. This belief powers our programs, 
outreach, and our collaborative partnerships with donors, government, and local nonpro�ts
and businesses. As our city works towards a lasting and just recovery, we at ACT are
committed to the ongoing wellbeing of all our neighbors. Let’s win together – donate to
ACT for Alexandria and maximize your best impact on the community we love.

www.tailshigh.org
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Cat Rescue and Adoption
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# 23910

Combined Federal Campaign

Tails High

www.communitylodgings.org

THANK YOU to our 
community of supporters! 

Looking forward to 
celebrating 35 years of 
serving families in 2022! 

Bringing creativity and life skills to people in need
Art * Creative writing * Dance * Etiquette * Improvisation *

Poetry * Public Speaking  * Singing

http://heardnova.org/donate  Please donate today! 
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Go big and go home: Treat your 
loved ones this month
BY BRENNA O’DONNELL 

For a lot of people, 2021 is 
a year defined by hard work. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
continues, and this year was 
characterized by a can-do 
attitude as we all pulled our-
selves back up from unimag-
inable difficulty and took care 
of our loved ones through it 
all. Alexandria’s local busi-
nesses did just that, and then 
some, as they adapted to the 
times and emerged as pillars 
of the community. 

This week’s gift guide is 
about rewarding the hard 
work that you, your family 

and local businesses have put 
in over the last year by going 
big this holiday season. These 
high-quality, splurge-worthy 
items are the perfect way to 
treat your friends and fam-
ily – while supporting small 
businesses – after a tough 
year. From a luxury jeweler 
to a cycling retailer to an en-
graving artist, each of these 
retailers has something that 
will bring unforgettable joy 
to everyone on your holiday 
shopping list.

And if you haven’t quite 
started your holiday shop-
ping, make sure to check out 
next week’s gift guide for 

some last-minute gift ideas.

Red Barn Mercantile 
Walking into Red Barn 

Mercantile, located at 1117 
King St., you’re immediately 
embraced by the warm atmo-
sphere of the store and the 
warmth of its owner, Amy 
Rutherford. 

Since opening Red Barn 
Mercantile in 2007, the store 
has prided itself on carrying 
quality craft goods sourced 
from across the country and 
in some cases, across the 
world. 

PHOTO/BRENNA O’DONNELL
Torpedo Factory glass artist Gerda Atzl has an array of engraved 
glasses with design that range from firebreathing dragons to flowers.
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WEEKEND 1

December 6th

through

December 8th

WEEKEND 2

December 13th

through

December 15th

WEEKEND 3

December 20th

through

December 22nd

DEL RAY ARTISANS
HOLIDAY MARKET

2020

 
  

JOIN US
December  

4-6
December 

11-13
December 

18-20

Friday 
 6-9  pm

Saturday and 
Sund ay

11 am-6 pm

Covid 19 
procedures 

in place

Different Artists Each Weekend
Del Ray Artisans Gallery
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria
DelRayArtisans.org/holiday-market-2020

Del Ray Artisans Holiday Market offers unique 
handmade fine arts and crafts from local artists.

Different artists each weekend!
DelRayArtisans.org/event/holiday-market-2021

First three 
weekends in 
December:

Dec 3-5
Dec 10-12
Dec 17-19

Fri 6-9pm
Sat 11am-6pm
Sun 11am-6pm

2021

@torpedofactory • #artsALX
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sourced from across the 
country and in some cases, 
across the world. 

“We take a lot of care to 
curate a collection of goods 
for the community,” Ruther-
ford said. “I always say bigger 
stores may carry pieces for 
the living room, but we car-
ry pieces for the family room. 
We want people to come in 
and feel at home.” 

The store’s wide breadth 
of items balances yesterday’s 
traditions with today’s mo-
dernity, with classic pieces 
like hand-crafted kitchen-
ware to Christmas ornaments 
nodding to cultural referenc-
es of our time.

The artistry behind the set 
of Terrafirma Ceramics trays 
had the store’s patrons stop-
ping and leaning in for a closer 
look. At $85, each tray is differ-
ent, made entirely by hand and 
is as durable as it is gorgeous. 
These trays can be mixed and 
matched to bring a timeless 
look into a modern home. 

Rutherford’s favorite 
items in the shop right now 
are comfy Herringbone blan-

kets. Priced at $275, they are 
made with wool from Ireland 
and cashmere-soft, an ideal 
staple for your family room 
on a cold and cozy winter day.

To shop Red Barn Mercan-
tile’s selection online, visit 
https://redbarnmercantile.com.

Today’s Cargo
The folks behind the 

counter at jewelry store To-
day’s Cargo, which is located 
at 1102 King St., know their 
many returning patrons by 
name and style preference. 
Carla Clarke, the store’s 
manager, holds a degree in 
gemology and an abundance 
of dedication to her craft. 

“Many of our imports 
come from overseas, every-
thing is hand-picked for our 
collection,” Clarke said. 

The store, which has 
served Alexandria since 
1973, is a lightbox of every 
type of glimmering jewel 
you could imagine or didn’t 
even know existed until you 
walked in. Diamonds, ame-
thysts, sapphires, morganites 
and precious metals line ev-
ery surface in the store, with 
stunning finds for women, 

men and children, too. To-
day’s Cargo also offers cus-
tom-made pieces and spe-
cializes in repurposing old 
jewelry. “Our philosophy is 
that everyone wants some-
thing special; there can be 
sentimentality behind every 
piece,” Clarke said.

That philosophy co-ex-
ists with breathtaking luxury 
in the rings available at To-
day’s Cargo. These rings, like 
all other pieces in the shop, 
were selected with careful 
consideration by Clarke and 
her team. 

A topaz ring with 14k gold 
band framed with diamonds 
matches with a necklace, 
both available at $814. Mean-
while, the best-selling mor-
ganite ring is complemented 
by stunning rose-gold and 
priced at $2,750.

The store’s dainty oval 
rings are luxury personified, 
as each one features a vibrant 
gem complemented by a 14k 
gold band and framed by 
small but brilliant diamonds. 
At $500, these rings can also 
be customized with the re-
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PHOTO/BRENNA O’DONNELL
These laurel spoon rests, and matching laurel embossed set, are the perfect addition to any kitchen, and 
can also be used as a small olive oil dish for dipping. 

www.serafinoleather.com
info@serafinoleather.com 

 

f: serafinoitalianleather 
I: @serafinoleather

1127 King Street,
Alexandria, VA

703.566.5885

 A special gift 
 for the one

you love.
Handcrafted Fine Italian

Leather & Accessories

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

The perfect  
holiday present:  
A Dishes of India 

gift certificate with 
a 20% bonus!

Fontaine ‘To Go’ Coffee Shop (2 doors right)  
7 am to 2:30 pm daily -- Coffee, croissants, locally made pastries & more!

Fontaine Caffe open daily!

FONTAINE Mon. - Fri. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm; 
5:30 - 10:00 pm 
Sat. - Sun. - 9 am - 10 pm

Dine in, try curbside take out or local delivery  
www.fontainebistro.com | 703-535-8151

Silver Parrot, 113 King St.
Alexandria, VA  22314

703.549.8530

STORE CLOSING
EVERYTHING ON SALE

25-50% OFF
�ank you for 44 great years



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 9, 2021 | 19 

HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

go, visit https://www.today-
scargo.com.

Goldfinch
Entering Goldfinch at 

806 N. Fairfax St. transports 
you into the home of an ide-
al host. From the bar cart to 
the kitchen, there’s no doubt 
you’ll find eye-catching home 
decor for that member of your 
circle who loves to entertain. 

Founded in 2018 by interi-
or designers Jeff Akseizer and 
Jamie Brown, Goldfinch is an 
eclectic vision, bringing to-
gether pieces with class and 
character in equal measure. 

“I think what makes a 
great gift from Goldfinch 
is something someone 
wouldn’t think to buy for 
themselves,” Marlene Cabe-
zas, the brand’s manager of 
retail and events, said. 

This holiday season, Gold-
finch is offering a variety of 
gift boxes, which come in 
themed variations, such as 
the gentleman’s gift box, fea-
turing cologne, a candle, and 
men’s handkerchiefs at $109, 
the whiskey lover’s box, con-
taining a “World of Whiskey” 
book, Woodford Reserve bit-
ters and two Old-Fashioned 
glasses at $135 and the golf 
lover’s box, which boasts a 
gold club bottle opener, golf-
themed cocktail napkins and 

Caswell-Massey Greenbriar 
aftershave at $119. These 
boxes can also be custom-
ized with other items of your 
choice from the store.

For those looking to spice 
up their bar cart, the Baccarat 
Everyday Collection consists 
of six crystal glasses each with 
its own distinct pattern. A 
staple for any connoisseur of 
fine spirits, this brand-name 
set is $470. And, you can put 
those glasses to good use with 
“The Art of Entertaining” by 
Relais and Chateaux. At $45, 
it’s the perfect how-to guide 
on hospitality, whether you’re 
planning an intimate soiree 
or grand gathering.

Lastly, according to the 
staff at Goldfinch, the Artel 
glasses are a bestseller, often 
going in pairs and beloved by 
all who receive them as gifts. 
Match or mix these glasses 
for $185 each.

Check out more of what 
Goldfinch has to offer for 
the holiday season at https://
shopgoldfinch.com.

Spokes Etc. 
Since opening in 1986, 

Spokes Etc., on 1545 N. Quak-
er Lane, has been a depend-
able storefront that keeps 
up with changing trends in 
the cycling enthusiast world, 
offering something new to 
even their oldest and most 
loyal customers. 

Some of these new products 
include state-of-the-art biking 
computers, smart bike trainers 
and even electric bikes. 

“Everyone has different 
riding experience,” Jay Cato, 
assistant sales manager for 

Spokes Etc., said. “We’re here 
for the right gift for your ex-
perience level. Cycling is an 
inclusive sport, and we offer 
whatever is needed to help 
get people out on their bikes.”

Additionally, renowned en-

gineer and wheel-builder Bob 
Mould, who operates out of 
Spokes Etc., can build custom 
wheels for your loved one’s 
bike, ensuring they have the 
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PHOTO/BRENNA O’DONNELL
These rings and other pieces in the store are hand-picked by staff. 
Left: A topaz ring with a 14k gold band framed with diamonds. Right: 
The best-selling morganite ring complimented with rose-gold.

BUCHE DE NOEL (SERVES 12 )

CHOCOLATE TRUFFLES

DECORATED GINGERBREAD
SANTA FACE COOKIE

ALPINE GINGER VILLA

PUMPKIN OR CRANBERRY CHEESECAKE 7’’

PUMPKING OR CRANBERRY CHEESECAKE 9’’

PUMPKIN PIE

MINCEMEAT PIE

LEMON MERINGUE PIE

APPLE PIE

Christmas Dessert Menu 2021
PECAN PIE

APPLE TART WITH WALNUTS AND 
CRANBERRIES

MINI FRENCH PASTRIES

SPICED MIXED NUTS

STOLLEN

PFEFFERNUS/LEBKUCHEN

SILVER OR GOLD GIFT PACKAGE CAKE

RED OR GREEN GIFT PACKAGE CAKE

ONE POUND COOKIE BOX

INDIVIDUAL BUCHE DE NOEL

Alexandria Pastry & Catering
3690 H & I King Street, Alexandria 22302

To place an order, please call 703 578-4144
Or email catering@alexandriapastry.com

BACON-WRAPPED SHRIMP (50 PIECES)
VEGGIE CRUDITE’  ( SERVES 20 ) (GF) (V)

FRUIT DISPLAY ( SERVES 20 ) (GF) (V)
CHEESE DISPLAY ( SERVES 20 )

MINI CHESAPEAKE CRAB CAKES (60 PIECES)
GRILLED  TENDERLOIN OF BEEF (SERVES 20)

HAWKES BAY LAMB POPS ( 70 PIECES )
BONELESS CHICKEN BITES ( 100 PIECES )

HAWAIIAN HOLIDAY SALMON ( SERVES 25 )
VIRGINIA STYLE HOLIDAY HAM ( SERVES 30 )

ALEXANDRIA
PASTRY & CATERING

Christmas 2021 Dinners & Platters

Deadline to order: Dec 20
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smoothest, best ride possible. 
This Garmin Edge bike 

computer comes with com-
prehensive navigation, per-
formance and cycling aware-
ness features so you can tell 
exactly where you’re going, 
as well as how fast, how far 
and for how long. This gad-
get also has rider-to-rider 
messaging so you can stay 
in contact with other riders 
in your group. At $699, it’s a 
cyclist’s new copilot.

With winter weather fast 
approaching, your beloved 
cyclist might not be as keen 
to get outside on the icy 
roads. Starting at $899, the 
KickrCore Smart Bike Train-
er allows them to train in-
doors and includes popular 
apps simulating outdoor and 
group rides. 

For cyclists eager to get 
around the city – or just 
around the block – the sleek 
VAAST bike, which is priced 
at $1,199, weighs less than 
15 pounds and includes elec-
tronic gear switching for an 
easy, lightweight ride.

Visit https://www.spoke-
setc.com for even more gift 
ideas for the cyclist in your life.

Gerda Glass
Based out of the Torpedo 

Factory in Old Town, artist 
Gerda Atzl is a premier mas-

ter of engraved glass, using 
stone and copper wheels to 
bring incredible scenes to 
life on delicate objects. Atzl’s 
studio is a shining showcase 
of what she calls a lost art, 
one that is coming alive in 
her space. 

Her work, which comes at 
a variety of price points, fea-
tures everything from mys-
tical dragons to state flower 
engravings, and much of her 
work is custom-made. The 
artwork aims to capture the 
personality or memories of 
whoever she is making a piece 
for. Some of her custom proj-
ects feature childhood homes, 
family pets and even chil-
dren’s drawings brought to 
life. 

“When my daughter was 

little and I had to work, I would 
have her working next to me 
and she would draw on the 
glass. That’s where I got the 
idea to put children’s drawings 
on the glass,” Atzl said. 

In another proud project 
of hers, Atzl’s points to the 
case of remarkable engrav-
ings of state flowers, the 
dogwood of Virginia seen up 
front and center. These glass-
es would be a priceless set to 
a friend or family member 
with a history and heart in 
multiple states. 

Though Atzl’s custom 
orders might be difficult to 
acquire this close to the hol-
idays, each piece in her shop 
is sure to become a loved 
one’s new favorite gift.

-bcodonnell32@gmail.com
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PHOTO/BRENNA O’DONNELL
These eye-catching Artel Glasses are popular gifts, according to the staff at Goldfinch. 

PHOTO/BRENNA O’DONNELL
This lightweight hybrid bike from Spokes Etc. weighs less than 15 
pounds.

The most meaningful gift for
your holiday is the gift of your
family history. Let us research,
write, and preserve your family
history before the memories 
are lost. Prices vary. 

https://familyhistoryintelligence.com
lisamaddox@familyhistoryintelligence.com

(703) 214-7112

The NEW additions to Salon MONTE
just in time for the Holidays!

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

Where you can find the 
perfect abstract painting 
for your home & the perfect 
bottle of wine for your life!

We have one of a kind
gift baskets too!

108 N. Patrick Street, 
Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com
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Alexandria native 
made her mark as 
an African American 
opera singer
BY CHAR MCCARGO BAH

Lauretta Dorsey Young 
was the voice heard ’round 
the world. She became a 
lyric soprano opera singer, 
performing for two former 
presidents, Lyndon B. John-
son and Richard Nixon, and 
in many countries across the 
globe. However, her singing 
career started here in Al-
exandria when she was just 
4 years old singing in her 
church choir.

Young’s parents, sib-
lings, grandparents and un-
cles lived in a multi-family 
household at 318 S. Colum-
bus St. As a child in the 1940s, 
Young most likely attended 
Lyles Crouch Elementary 
School because it opened 
its doors in 1935 for colored 
children who were living on 
the south side of Alexandria. 
When Young was 9 years old, 
her parents moved to Balti-
more, Maryland at 436 East 
23rd St. Her father found a 
job as a schoolteacher at P.S. 
101, an elementary school. 

In Baltimore, Young con-
tinued her interest in sing-
ing. She became a member 
of Saint Ann Roman Cath-
olic Church and joined the 

choir. Young also attended 
the public schools in Balti-
more, eventually graduating 
from Eastern High School. 
After high school, she pur-

sued a career in singing. She 
enrolled in the Peabody Con-
servatory of Music in Balti-
more where she received a 
bachelor’s degree in 1963 at 

the school’s 95th graduation 
ceremony.

Young received a gradu-
ate scholarship to the presti-
gious Juilliard School of Mu-
sic in New York to study voice 
and opera theatre under the 
famous Sergius Kagen, an 
American pianist, compos-
er, music editor and voice 
teacher. Florence Page Kim-
ball, who was an American 
soprano, and a celebrated 
voice teacher at the Juilliard 
School, also taught Young 
and many others.

With the impressive 
training she received from 
the Peabody Conservato-
ry of Music and the Juilliard 
School of Music, Young took 
her childhood passion and 
made it into a career as a lyr-
ic soprano opera singer. She 
entered many singing con-
tests and was the winner of 
national and international 
competitions including at the 
Metropolitan Opera Nation-
al Auditions, Lincoln Cen-
ter, New York; International 
Musikwettbewerbe, Munich, 
Germany; Silver Medalists 
at Concours International de 
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The Other Alexandria

The Other Alexandria

Lauretta Dorsey Young sings for the world

PHOTO/PEACEFUL ALTERNATIVE FUNERAL HOME
Lauretta Dorsey Young, soprano, with Neil Tilkens, pianist.

SEE YOUNG | 23



The healing power of cooking 
Practice self-care  
with some simple, 
quick recipes
BY RORY CALLAGHAN

Life can be stressful. We 
need to eat, and cooking can 
relieve stress, but it can also 
be frustrating. Like any habit, 
it becomes easier over time. 
Attempting to learn some-
thing new is the best way 
to keep your mind active, 
so give it a go. Before long, 
you’ll insist upon treating 
yourself as your own guest 
and settle for nothing less 
than quality meals. 

Selfishness gets a bad rap 
because it’s commonly asso-
ciated with being inconsid-
erate to others. This assumes 
that being selfish precludes 
caring about others. That is 
not true. In fact, we become 
more loving toward others 
when we address our own 
needs and meet them. 

Preparing a meal can be 
a meditative exercise that 
feeds us in multiple and 
complex ways. I’m especial-
ly speaking to singles and 
couples whose first reaction 
at the thought of taking the 
time to prepare a meal just 
for themselves is that it’s a 
monumental waste of time. I 
can’t think of a better way to 
spend time than to lovingly 
create something beautiful, 
tasty and nutritious. I also 
love feeding others. There 
is a subliminal, mysterious 

something that rings deep in 
our DNA when others make 
and serve food to us. The acts 
of giving and receiving gifts, 
particularly food, warm the 
heart – and the belly.

This article is all about 
the food. It doesn’t have to 
be fancy, and as long as you 
keep a few crystallized rose 
petals on hand, you’re ready 
for anything. Just kidding! 
Simple food is the best food.

Plating food so it is appeal-
ing to the eye is important. 
Restaurants know this. Learn 
to make your plate pretty. It’s 
a wonderful way to begin your 
meal. Just use whatever you 
have on hand that looks pret-
ty to you, provided you think 
the flavors are compatible. 
Color adds flavor and nutri-
tion, so color it up.

Add fresh veggies and 
herbs to frozen prepared 
foods to make them pretti-
er and tastier. For example, 
augmenting frozen Kung 
Pao chicken with fresh veg-
gies, herbs and better qual-
ity peanuts than what came 
in the bag is a simple way to 
enhance what is otherwise a 
pretty run of the mill micro-
wave dinner.

Short on time for lunch? 

You can still treat yourself 
special with a personal char-
cuterie. I eat this at my desk 
over the course of an hour or 
so. It is way tastier and better 
for you than a fast food sand-
wich. With some crackers, 
sliced cheese, dried nuts and 
cured meats, you can put this 
all together in no time at all.

For true, stick-to-the-
ribs comfort food, stew still 
rules. It almost doesn’t mat-
ter what’s in it – just make it 
colorful and cook it slowly at 
barely a simmer. And while 
the humble burger is a sta-
ple of fast food restaurants 
and pubs, it becomes sublime 
when it is custom made by 
you, for you.

We associate tacos with 
ground beef, but I make ta-

cos with anything. Just as an 
example of one of my home 
cooking adventures, I burnt 
the bacon that was meant 
for my tacos, but it worked 
anyway and became a burnt 
bacon taco. For something a 
bit fancier, try a stuffed pork 
tenderloin taco.

For parties, try pineapple 
salsa served in a pineapple. 
Keep the lid so it looks like 
you’re serving a whole uncut 
fruit, and when you reveal 
the contents, you’ll hear a 
collective “Oh!” from your 
guests. Doctor it with jarred 
salsa for a more authentic 
flavor, but remember that 
the fresh ingredients are the 
real stars.  

Get creative. You’ll make 
mistakes and learn from 
them, and don’t be bashful 
about asking questions. Food 
feeds the body. Beauty feeds 
the soul. 

The writer is kitchen planning 
director at M&M Appliance and 

Cabinets on South Washington 
Street. For questions about kitch-

ens, cooking or anything existential, 
contact him at roryc@mandmap-

pliance.com or at 301-537-3515.
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COURTESY PHOTO
A homemade, improvised charcuterie plate is an easy, fast and 
elegant way to make lunch when time is an issue.

COURTESY PHOTO
Serve pineapple salsa inside a hollowed out pineapple for some fun 
flair at a party.

RORY CALLAGHAN



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 9, 2021 | 23 

The Other Alexandria

Chant, Toulouse, France and 
Tchaikovsky International 
Competition, Moscow, Rus-
sia. 

Those competitions 
opened many doors for 
Young. In 1970, she sang in 
a concert version of “Porgy 
and Bess” at Baltimore’s Lyric 
with the Baltimore Sympho-
ny Orchestra. She sang with 
noted conductors, including 
Leonard Bernstein, Antal Do-
rati, Sergiu Commissiona and 
Rei Miedel. In her profes-
sional opera debut she was 
Susanna in the Boston Op-
era Company’s performance 
of “Le Nozze di Figaro.” She 
sang the role of Drusilla in 

“La Corovatione di Papea” 
for the Washington Opera at 
the Kennedy Center in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Although her career 
took her all over the world, 
Young never forgot her 
birthplace. In 1970, prior to 
going to the 16th Interna-
tional Tchaikovsky Compe-
tition, she chose Alexandria 
as the place to perform her 
last concert before depart-
ing for a United States In-
formation Agency sponsored 
trip to Moscow. The event 
took place on April 19, 1970 
at Francis Hammond High 
School in Alexandria. 

Young’s accomplishments 
are many. After her long ca-
reer traveling the world and 

performing on several con-
tinents, she returned to the 
United States as a music and 

voice teacher at the Balti-
more School of Arts. A widow, 
she raised three daughters, 
Rehya, Heather and Andrea. 

She was one of the fac-
ulty members at the Balti-
more School of Arts where 
she taught for many years 
until she retired. After retire-
ment, Young’s health began 
to deteriorate, and on Aug. 5, 
2020, she passed away.

Lauretta Dorsey Young 
was born on Sept. 30, 1942 
as Lauretta Irene Mildred 
Dorsey to William Randolph 
Dorsey and Lauretta Johnson 
Dorsey in Alexandria. Her 
father was a Baltimore City 
schoolteacher; her mother 
was a former singer who per-
formed with big bands in the 

1930s and was a seamstress. 
Young’s family has ties to 
Alexandria going back to the 
Civil War.

Young was an outstanding 
individual with exceptional 
musical talents. She broke 
many racial barriers as an Af-
rican American opera sing-
er, who represented herself, 
Alexandria, her country and 
the world. She never forgot 
her birthplace, and we should 
never forget her. 

The author is a freelance 
writer, independent historian, 

genealogist and a Living Legend 
of Alexandria. You can visit her 
blog at http://www.theotheral-

exandria.com for more about 
“The Other Alexandria.”
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PHOTO/PEACEFUL ALTER-
NATIVE FUNERAL HOME

Young performs with her pianist.

AT A GLANCE

Address: 
200 W. Monroe Ave.
Alexandria, 22301
Neighborhood: Rosemont
Price: $1,845,000
Square footage: 3,702
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 4.5
Year built: 1910
Contact:
Sue Goodhart
703-362-3221
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com
The Goodhart Group-Compass

HOME OF THE WEEK

Originally built in 1910, the 
meticulous renovation of this im-
pressive residence presents luxu-
ry, sophistication, top-of-the-line 
finishes, designer paint colors and 
a well-thought-out more than 
3,700-square foot layout that re-
tains the distinct charm of a by-
gone era. 

There are hardwood floors 

throughout and plush carpeting 
on the lower level. Nine-foot ceil-
ings on the main floor enhance ev-
ery room and have been equipped 
with speakers. The combination 
dining room and kitchen area are 
perfect for entertaining comfort-
ably, and the kitchen boasts high-
end appliances, an oversized center 
island with a breakfast bar and a 

large walk-in pantry with a coffee 
bar area, custom shelving and wine 
fridge. 

Open to the kitchen is the 
warm family room with a gas fire-
place. A formal living room with 
custom built-in shelves/cabinets 
flows through French glass doors 
to an office/sunroom. 

Four bedrooms and three full 

bathrooms are located on the upper 
level. The primary suite features a 
spacious walk-in closet outfitted 
with a custom closet organization 
system by Capitol Closet Design, 
with soft close hinges/drawers, 
special lighting mirrors and more. 
The spa-inspired en suite bath 
flaunts a dual sink marble vanity 
and glass-enclosed walk-in shower 

with rainforest showerhead. 
The lower level will be the place 

to relax with a rec room, second 
family room area and the home’s 
fifth bedroom and a full bath. Sit-
uated on a corner lot, a picket fence 
encloses the back and side yards. 
Off-street parking is available for 
one car, or two if they are compact 
cars. 

Left: The kitchen features an oversized center island with a breakfast bar, walk-in pantry with a coffee bar and a wine fridge. 
Center:  Enjoy warm, comfortable entertaining in the family room, complete with a gas fireplace.
Right: Located on a corner lot, this 3,702-square foot home also has space for outdoor living with picket fence-enclosed back and 

Modern design meets early 20th century charm 

COURTESY  PHOTOS

Run in Nov and Dec 2021 

We’re booking interior painting projects for Jan/Feb 2022! 
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and ask about our 

W i n t e r  D i s c o u n t!  
703-684-7702 

ASK ABOUT 
OUR WINTER 
DISCOUNT! 
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DECEMBER 10

ALEXANDRIA CITIZENS 
BAND’S HOLIDAY SING-
ALONG Join in song along 
with Conductor Mike Evans 
and friends at the Alexandria 
Citizens Band’s 7th annual 
Alexandria Holiday Sing-Along. 
Holiday sweaters and Santa 
hats are encouraged. Masks 
are required. The event is 
free. 
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: 100 E. Windsor 
Avenue
Information: https://
www.visitalexandriava.
com/event/alexandria-cit-
izens-band’s-5th-annu-
al-alexandria-holi-
day-sing-along/18412/ 

COLONIAL HOLIDAY NIGHTS 
AT CARLYLE HOUSE Experi-
ence the holiday season with 
Carlyle House, focusing on how 
the Carlyles and their enslaved 
workers observed the holidays 
during the 18th century. Tours 
offered of the first floor with 
timed entry on the hour and 
half hour. Space is limited and 
reservations are required.
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St.
Information: https://www.
novaparks.com/parks/car-
lyle-house-historic-park/
events/colonial-holi-
day-nights-at-carlyle-house

DEL RAY ARTISANS’ 26TH 
ANNUAL FINE ART & FINE 
CRAFT HOLIDAY MARKET Join 
the Del Ray Artisans for their 
26th annual Holiday Market. 
Different artists are featured 
each weekend. The market, 
which lasts through Dec. 19, 
offers unique handmade fine 
arts and fine crafts from local 
artists presenting a variety of 
media, including fiber/textiles, 
glass, jewelry, mixed media, 
mosaics, painting, paper 
crafting, photography, pottery/
ceramics, sculpture, water-
color, wood turning and more. 
Look for 2022 wall calendars 
featuring artwork by Del Ray 
Artisans members, which will 
be available for purchase. Art-
ists are donating a percentage 
of their sales to help support 
Del Ray Artisans’ mission to 
promote art for the benefit of 
artists and the community.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: 2704 Mt. Vernon 
Ave.
Information: https://delrayar-
tisans.org/

DECEMBER 11

CHRISTMAS MARKET AND 

HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW John 
Carlyle Square will host more 
than 80 artisans and crafters, 
independent consultants and 
other local small businesses. 
Enjoy the Christmas Carols 
show or stop by the Elves’ 
shop to create a customized 
Christmas ornament. And 
don’t forget to grab a photo 
with Santa Claus.
Time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: 300 John Carlyle St. 
Information: https://apps.al-
exandriava.gov/Calendar/De-
tail.aspx?si=38397 https://
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/christmas-market-and-
holiday-craft-show/18417/

KWANZAA HOW-TO WORK-
SHOP The Alexandria Black 
History Museum will present 
its annual Kwanzaa How-to 
Workshop, virtually this year. 
Attendees will learn how to 
create their own celebra-
tions with the origins, con-
cepts, practices and foods 
of Kwanzaa. Presenters will 
teach the seven principles 
and symbols, as well as 
crafts, activities and demon-
strations on how to make 
Groundnut Stew. 
Time: 11 a.m. to noon
Location: Virtual
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=38397

TALL SHIP PROVIDENCE 
CHRISTMAS STORY TIME 
Come aboard the tall ship 
Providence for a special 
Christmas story time. This 
year’s tale will be “The Christ-
mas Ship,” the true story of 
the schooner Rouse Simmons, 
the ship that for years sup-
plied Christmas trees to the 
people of Chicago by making 
a dangerous winter crossing 
of Lake Michigan. This story is 
sure to delight young sailors 
ages 5 to 12. Check in at the 
Gazebo on the G-H Pier next 
to Founder’s Park. This event 
runs on Dec. 11, 12, 18 and 
19.

Time: Noon, 1 p.m. and 2 p.m.

Location: 1 Cameron St.

Information: https://tallship-
providence.org/

A VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 
Experience the wonder of 
the season by visiting the 
Lee-Fendall House for a fami-
ly-friendly Victorian Christmas. 
Enjoy traditional décor, music, 
seasonal crafts, a visit with 
Santa, a toy exhibit and more. 
Timed tickets on the hour are 
available through advance 
registration. The museum 
will follow all current health 

requirements, including face 
masks and social distancing. 
Tickets are $10 for adults and 
$8 for children ages 2-12. 
Children under 2 are admitted 
free of charge.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: 614 Oronoco St.
Information: http://www.
leefendallhouse.org/

DECEMBER 12

CAROLS OF CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT Don’t miss the final 
night of the Carols of Christ-
mas Concert, with popular 
songs performed by children 
and adults with orchestra, Au-
dience sing-alongs and drama 
segments will be interspersd 
throughout. 
Time: 5 p.m.
Location: 2932 King St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
carols-of-christmas-con-
cert/18448/

“SIMPLE GIFTS” WITH THE 
COLONIAL HANDBELL RING-
ERS The Colonial English 
Handbell Ringers’ 2021 hol-
iday concert, “Simple Gifts,” 
will include several traditional 
carols, kids’ classics and 
“Song of Glasness.” The per-
formance is free, but dona-
tions are appreciated. Masks 
are required and seating is 
limited to 50% capacity. 
Time: 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Location: 201 S. Washington 
St. 
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=38354

DECEMBER 16

UGLY SWEATER AND UN-
FINISHED SWEATER PARTY 
Wear your ugliest holiday 
sweater or a sweater that you 
have yet to finish and join 
fibre space on for its annual 
holiday party. Enjoy sweet 
treats from Killa Cakes. Ev-
ery purchase over $50 will 
receive a gift.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: 1319 Prince St.
Information: https://fibre-
space.com/event/ugly-sweat-
er-unfinished-sweater-party-3/

DECEMBER 17

ASO PRESENTS: HOME FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS The Alexandria 
Symphony Orchestra brings 
back the joy of live music in 
this two-night event. ASO will 
accompany dancers from Bal-
letNova with selections from 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker. The 
concert will be interspersed 

with selections from Elling-
ton’s Nutcracker Suite and 
holiday carols. The concert 
will be presented with no 
intermission. Masks are re-
quired and all attendees must 
be vaccinated. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Location: 4915 East Campus 
Drive
Information: https://alexsym.
org/performance/home-for-
the-holidays/

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINA-
TIONS AT MOUNT VERNON 
Enjoy an evening of wintry 
lights and fireworks choreo-
graphed to holiday music. 
George Washington’s estate 
will be covered in ambient 
holiday illuminations and 
feature colonial ar tisans 
demonstrating how to make 
18th-century drinking choc-
olate. 
Time: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: https://
www.mountvernon.org/
plan-your-visit/calendar/
events/christmas-illumina-
tions-at-mount-vernon/

GUIDED MEDITATION: 
GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS 
PAST Mount Purrnon Cat Cafe 
and Wine Bar will host a guid-
ed meditation on the healing 
practice of self-forgiveness. 
Time: TBD
Location: 109 S. Alfred St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/
event/guided-medita-
tion%3a-ghosts-of-christ-
mas-past/18485/

DECEMBER 18

CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS AT 
CARLYLE HOUSE Discover 
how Christmas was celebrated 
when the Green family lived 
at Carlyle House and the Man-
sion House Hotel was being 
used as a Civil War hospital. 
Tours will be offered of the 
first floor with timed entry on 
the hour and half hour. All 
participants must be regis-
tered. 
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St. 
https://www.novaparks.com/
parks/carlyle-house-histor-
ic-park/events/civil-war-christ-
mas-at-carlyle-house

FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE MU-
SEUM SPECIAL OPEN HOURS 
Learn about the Friendship 
Fire Company’s fire fighting 
procedures and equipment 
and the different roles the 
organization played in serving 
the community during special 
open hours. Families with 

young children will be given 
take-home kits, including a 
fire helmet and activities.
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: 107 S Alfred St.
Information: https://shop.
alexandriava.gov/EventPur-
chase.aspx

COUPLES RING MAKING 
CLASS Spend the afternoon in 
a professional jewelry studio 
making a textured or ham-
mered band ring for yourself 
or a significant other. Guests 
will texture, bend, hammer, 
and solder silver to create a 
unique ring. This class regis-
tration includes two people 
with all materials supplied. All 
levels welcome. Maximum six 
students.
Time: 4 to 7 p.m.
Location: 1112 King St.
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/
event/couples-ring-making-
class/18479/

SANTA STAMPEDE HOLIDAY 
BAR CRAWL Santa Stam-
pede is the Carlyle neighbor-
hood’s holiday season bar 
crawl. This year, participating 
restaurants include Whiskey 
& Oyster, Sweet Fire Don-
na’s, Tequila & Taco, Lost 
Boy Cider & Theismann’s 
Restaurant. Get ready for all-
day festive drink cocktails, 
signature party favors, holi-
day outfit contests, photos, 
giveaways and more. Collect 
a stamp at each participat-
ing bar and get entered to 
win various prizes at each 
restaurant. The King Street 
trolly will provide transport 
for Carlyle’s Santas, elves, 
Mrs. Clauses, Rudolphs and 
everyone else between all 
restaurants.
Time: All day
Location: Carlyle
Information: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/santa-stam-
pede-holiday-bar-crawl-tick-
ets-208093251517

DECEMBER 19

GOODWIN HOUSE STRON-
GER MEMORY PROGRAM 
Help stimulate your brain’s 
prefrontal cortex through the 
StrongerMemory program. 
The program encourages 
participants to spend just 20 
to 30 minutes a day reading 
out loud, writing or journaling 
and quickly completing math 
problems in order to improve 
memory. 
Time: 3 to 4 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://www.
goodwinhouse.org/stron-
ger-memory/



NONEVENTS by Todd Gross, edited by David Steinberg

Weekly Words
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ACROSS
1 Assists in a crime
6 Follow the rules
10	 Unspecified	amount
14 Where Jazz players often 

play
18 Justice Sotomayor
19 Pasta ___ Genovese
20	 Made	a	bundle?
21	 Heads	or	tails
22	 Event	for	romantics?
24 Nonsensical
25 Turn like a top
26	 Come	out	of	hiding
27	 Event	for	personal	trainers?
30	 Fish	with	a	ribbon	variety
31	 Midterm,	for	one
33	 Part	of	a	dove	song
34	 Very,	very	small
35	 Put	forward
38 Frustrate
39 Syrup sources
42 Practice punches
43	 Event	for	pharmacists?
47 Nutrient important for vision
49	 Being	broadcast
50	 WWW	address
53	 Gasoline	rating
56	 Paging	device
58 Lipton competitor

60	 Goo	that	coal	can	produce
61 Wheel with teeth
63 China’s continent
66 Take control of
67 Apache or Blackfeet
69 “SurrealEstate” channel
72 Look after
73	 An	American	in	Paris,	per-

haps
74 Speak without a script
75 Empty space
76 Homophone of 33-Across
78	 Ticked-off	feeling
79 More feral
81 Turkish capital city
85	 Rare	treats,	maybe?
87	 Midriff	muscles
88	 Dark	clouds
91	 Al	Stewart’s	full	first	name
93	 Event	for	astronomers?
95	 Like	liquid	fat
98	 What	should	always	be	first
99	 Lead-in	to	“weekly”
100	 Like	granite,	geologically
103	Game	console	brand
105	 Tasmanian	___	(extinct	bird)
106	Rounds	at	a	rifle	range
108	Card	that	often	beats	a	king
109	Event	for	elected	officials?
114 Playful response to an insult
117 Insects in some farms

118	 It	merged	with	Exxon
119	Event	for	river	crossers?
121 Some kosher loaves
122 Like a keen sense
123 Places to stay
124	Deadly
125	“And	there	you	have	it!”
126	Blanchett	of	“Ocean’s	Eight”
127 Store special
128 Removes wrinkles

DOWN
1	 Out	like	a	light
2	 Gen	Xer’s	parents,	perhaps
3 Cover completely
4	 Membership	level
5	 ___	paneer	(spinach	dish)
6 Clumsy sort
7	 Lets	the	cat	out	of	the	bag
8 Author T.S.
9 Three feet
10 Japanese TV maker
11 Snowman in “Frozen”
12	 Drop-down	list
13	 Garden	in	Genesis
14	 Pittsburgh-based	co.	with	

strong	products
15	 Close-range	basketball	shots
16	 “So	long,”	in	Sonora
17	 Cognac	brand,	informally
20	 City	on	the	Mississippi	Sound

23	 Mardi	Gras	celebration,	e.g.
28 Polar feature
29	 Event	for	biologists?
32	 Bombeck	who	had	a	humor	

column
36	 Broad	bean
37	 Event	for	costume	design-

ers?
38	 Grape	holder
39	 All	vice	presidents	before	

Harris
40	 Legal	org.
41 Sharp sensation
44	 Early	stage	of	life
45 Lose power
46	 Like	Thor	and	Loki
48	 Item	in	a	golf	bag
50 Perfect place
51 Move your car
52	 Hot,	foamy	beverages
53	 Capital	of	Canada
54	 “Bodak	Yellow”	rapper
55	 Quick,	quavering	sounds
57	 Raid	the	fridge
59	 Boston	Red	___
62	 Powder	in	a	fireplace
64 As a Plan B
65 Commotion
68 Make an offer
70 Distinctive style
71 Currency in Japan

77	 Nation	with	the	highest	GDP
80 Church ceremony
82	 Coffee-flavored	liqueur
83 Very much
84	 Not	even	half-baked
86	 New	York	canal
89	 Was	introduced	to
90	 Certain	Little	League	player
92 Quick haircut
93	 2012-17	Yahoo!	CEO	Mayer
94	 Bit	of	honey,	e.g.
96 Gives temporarily
97 Mexican state on a  

peninsula
98	 Like	some	butter
101	Make	a	boo-boo
102 Supports for petals
103 In two places at once
104	Former	figure	skater	 

Harding
105 Cream of the crop
106	Make	up	(for)
107 Actress Loy of “The Thin 

Man”
110 24” or 27” computer
111 ___-Cola
112	Lie	beside
113	Chip	card	letters
115 LP player
116 Scorch the surface of
120	Type	of	modem

DOUGLAS K. BAUMGARDNER (70), formerly of 
Alexandria, Nov. 30, 2021
TANNIS C. CAMPBELL (72), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 
24, 2021
DOUGLAS F. JONES (68), of Alexandria, Nov. 27, 2021
JOHN W. KEILWERT JR. (67), of Alexandria, Dec. 1, 2021
RAYMOND LAMBERT JR. (66), of Alexandria, Dec. 6, 2021
JOHN M. PATON (72), of Alexandria, Dec. 7, 2021
ELIZABETH D. WEIGHT (55), formerly of Alexandria, 
Oct. 28, 2021

DEATH NOTICES
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To the editor:
After City Council voted to restore 

school resource officers on Oct. 12, we 
submitted a Freedom of Information 
Act request related to the proposal that 
four city councilors privately composed 
for discussion at that meeting. Adding 
to your Nov. 18 report on the same top-
ic, the 1,800-page response to our FOIA 
request sheds considerably more light on 
their disturbing behavior leading up to, 
and even during, the meeting. 

It also reveals much about the state 
of City Council-Alexandria City Public 
Schools relations, the undue influence 
of two activist groups on City Council 
affairs and the private views of recently 
elected incoming council members.

We start with the behavior of four cur-
rent city councilors – Vice Mayor Eliza-
beth Bennett-Parker, Canek Aguirre, John 
Chapman and Mo Seifeldein – the “Gang 
of Four” that voted to remove SROs from 
the schools in an April budget meeting. 

After escalating student violence, 
including an after-school shooting and 
a student caught bringing a loaded gun 
into Alexandria City High School, School 
Board Chair Megan Alderton emailed 

council pleading for restoration of the 
SROs. Subsequently, Mayor Justin Wil-
son invited ACPS officials to re-open the 
issue for discussion at the Oct. 12 City 
Council meeting. The only response Al-
derton received was a series of questions 
from Aguirre seeking to show ACPS had 
violent incidents in the past.   

Over the preceding weekend, Chap-
man led the Gang of Four in the devel-
opment of a new proposal in response to 
ACPS’ request. Within that process, they 
seemingly violated the spirit of the open 
meetings provision of FOIA, if not the law 
itself, by communicating together in real 
time using email, text and Google Docs, 
a cloud-based computer application that 
allows several people to collaborate on a 
document at the same time. In fact, the 
four often shared comments and edits 
within minutes of each other.  

Perhaps worse, their resulting propos-
al was based in part on input from two 
ideologically anti-police groups, Grass 
Roots Alexandria and Tenants & Work-
ers United, to the exclusion of all other 
stakeholders, including ACPS, the Alex-

Our View

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

PHOTO/ELIZABETH SELTZER
Feathers and a coating of sludge cover the roadway 
at the corner of Colvin Street and Roth Street early 
Monday morning near the Saba Live Poultry chick-
en slaughterhouse.

Opinion

Public debate, private scheming
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The power of perseverance
The story of Alexandria resident, and women’s soccer great, Briana 

Scurry, is one of great achievement and devastating loss.
There are many takeaways from Scurry’s life story, related in “Going 

for gold” on page 1 of today’s Alexandria Times. She’s a woman with 
considerable talent and drive who was surrounded by love both growing 
up and now. Perhaps most importantly, she found the strength to per-
severe when she was at her lowest point, when her life seemed to be at 
a dead end with little hope.

Scurry possessed the physical strength and mental resilience to be 
the last line of defense, the goalkeeper, on two gold-medal winning 
Olympic teams and the famous 1999 U.S. Women’s National Team that 
won the World Cup. She also possessed the internal fortitude to just 
barely keep going after suffering a devastating injury that left her phys-
ically, emotionally and financially spent. 

We write, and people read, feature stories for many reasons. It’s 
interesting to learn of the varied lives and accomplishments of our 
neighbors. There are facets of others’ lives that we empathize with – 
things that we have personally experienced. There are other elements 
to which we can’t directly relate, but with which we sympathize.

The core element of a great feature story, however, is when it in-
spires us – and Scurry’s life certainly does that. We can draw inspiration 
from a child who realized her dream of becoming an Olympic champion, 
from a daughter so devoted that her mother’s pain mattered more than 
her own and from a woman who, when life was at its bleakest, simply 
persevered.

In the dark days of December, as COVID-19 cases are swelling yet 
again locally, nationally and worldwide – see “COVID-19 surges in Al-
exandria” on page 3 – simply persevering is sometimes all we can do. A 
resident recently described enduring a period of almost unbearable pain 
as simply surviving until spots of color could eventually be seen in an 
otherwise bleak landscape.

Scurry’s story shows us what that slow blossoming can look like, and 
that if we can only “look to find a reason to believe,” as the singer Rod 
Stewart wrote, a renewed life is possible.

‘Tis the season
Festive Alexandria returned with a splash last weekend with the hol-

iday trifecta of the Campagna Center’s Scottish Christmas Walk Week-
end, Santa arriving by boat at the Torpedo Factory and the Holiday Boat 
Parade of Lights.

Perhaps it was because last year’s parade was a casualty of COVID-19, 
but the crowds seemed larger and more enthusiastic than usual at Sat-
urday’s Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend Parade.

The parade had the usual collection of bagpipes, clans and dogs 
– and participants tossing candy – and was visually buttressed 
by creative businesses that participated in the parade. Compass 
employees carried festive, large balloons, while Case Design had 
a truck with a moving movie screen showing home improvement 
projects.

And Santa was one busy guy, first particiapting in the Old Town pa-
rade and later pulling up to the docks outside the Torpedo Factory by 
boat. Meanwhile, the Holiday Boat Parade of Lights was so beautiful 
that we read resident comments saying it took them up to two hours to 
get into Old Town and park – but that it was worth the effort. 

Happy holidays, Alexandria!

Your Views



Looking forward
BY DR. GREGORY HUTCHINGS, ED.D.

In December 2020, I wrote in the Alexan-
dria Times about our hopes that Alexandria 
City Public Schools could begin transitioning 
students back into schools in January 2021 
after having to transition to virtual learning 
the previous March due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The headline, “Filling in the 
Blanks,” was appropriate, given the many 
unknowns at that time. That uncertainty 
stretched on for months, requir-
ing us to pivot and change course 
each time we developed a plan to 
bring back our students.

When we started school this 
fall, we could not be sure what 
school would look like and how 
it would feel for our students 
and staff. While we have over-
come some challenges on the 
path back to full-time, in-person 
learning five days a week, we 
have all felt excited about being 
back with our students in person, and we 
have been able to keep the doors open.

I have renewed optimism this De-
cember as we reflect on the year behind 
us and look forward to the new year. The 
health and safety mitigation measures in 
our schools – plus vaccine approval for all 
people ages five and older – have allowed 
us to maintain a critical focus on student 
learning and supports for our students.

One thing that has not changed since last 
year is the work and planning that is done 
daily by our School Board, senior leadership 
team, school and central office administra-
tors, teachers, staff, students, families and 
community members. The dedication of all 
who support our students could not have 
been more apparent over the past year and it 
has not wavered through tough times.

We come together in our planning efforts 
with the goal of doing all we can to best prepare 
our students for life, college and careers. This 
brings to mind words from business magnate 
and philanthropist Warren Buffett: “Someone 
is sitting in the shade today because someone 
planted a tree a long time ago.” 

As we look forward to 2022, we are in a 
time of planning and “planting our trees.” Our 
infrastructure, staff and community partners 
all play crucial roles in supporting our students. 
The proposed ACPS Capital Improvement 
Program Budget for fiscal years 2023-32 sup-

ports instructional excellence in our schools, 
with a focus on capacity needs and infrastruc-
ture maintenance and improvement. 

The scheduled School Board approval 
of the final CIP budget this month starts a 
new phase in the essential planning work 
done each year to provide our students with 
safe and welcoming learning environments 
where they can thrive. 

Also integral to our students’ success 
are our skilled, passionate and dedicat-

ed staff. We could not have 
made it through this past 
year without the hard work 
and commitment of our 
staff, teachers and school 
leaders. We truly value our 
employees at ACPS and owe 
them our deepest thanks.

We have begun a new 
ACPS VIP awards program – 
Vision, Passion, Integrity – to 
recognize staff who go above 
and beyond and will continue 

these recognitions throughout the school 
year. Also, we always look forward to hon-
oring our Teacher of the Year and Principal 
of the Year every spring.

Additionally, our community partners 
help support student achievement. Recent 
initiatives have spanned a broad range – 
from a collaboration to purchase electric 
buses through a Dominion Energy program 
to a partnership with Virginia Tech on a new 
STEM pilot program at James K. Polk Elemen-
tary School. And the most important part-
ners in our students’ education, of course, are 
ACPS families, and we greatly appreciate all 
they do to support student learning.

This vital collaboration between ACPS 
leadership, staff, families and partners makes 
for a strong foundation for our students’ fu-
ture and a great place from which we can 
continue to grow. As we follow our “ACPS 
2025 Strategic Plan: Equity for All,” we con-
tinue to look for ways to inspire students, 
address barriers to learning and provide the 
social, emotional and academic learning 
supports needed for success in school. 

As the calendar turns to 2022, we look 
forward to a new year and continuing our 
work to support our students and prepare 
them for a bright future.

The writer is superintendent of Al-
exandria City Public Schools.

Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D
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On gun violence
To the editor: 

In 2020, Alexandria became 
the first jurisdiction in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia to 
act under authority granted by 
the General Assembly to curb 
gun violence in public spaces. 
City Council unanimously en-
dorsed an ordinance prohibit-
ing firearms and ammunition in 
city-owned facilities, parks and 
areas requiring special permits.

Recent events locally, espe-
cially those involving minors, 
and data nationally related to 
gun ownership and violence sug-
gest that additional actions may 
be warranted to advance public 
safety. Given the outcome of the 
recent statewide election, it is 
unlikely that new authority will 
be forthcoming from Richmond 
to local governments regarding 
gun control. There are actions we 
can take despite this reality. 

According to Everytown, 
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
intensified the gun violence 
crisis in America. They esti-
mated there were 3,906 ad-
ditional firearm deaths and 
9,278 additional firearm in-
juries in 2020 compared to 
2019. Moreover, firearm pur-
chases soared in 2020 to the 
highest level in half a centu-
ry. The Brady Center estimat-
ed that 5.3 million guns were 
sold from January through 
March 2021 and if that buy-
ing rate continues through 
the rest of the year, it would 
exceed by a big margin the 
total guns sold in 2020. 

Unintentional shooting 
deaths by children increased 
by one-third and firearm in-
juries recently surpassed car 
accidents as the leading cause 
of death for our nation’s chil-
dren, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.  Studies also show 
that about 75% of shooters 
under 18 years old obtained 

the gun from their home or the 
home of relatives or friends. 
The recent school shooting 
in Michigan tragically brings 
these facts into plain view. 

We seek the adoption of a 
gun safety initiative by City 
Council and our School Board 
that makes gun safety and 
proper storage of firearms a 
lasting community value, in-
cluding measures such as:

• distributing free gun locks 
and educational materials to 
all interested gun owners; 

• encouraging healthcare 
providers to inquire of patients 
whether there is a gun in the 
home and, if so, if it is locked 
and stored properly; and, 

• requesting that all par-
ents or guardians pledge to 
prevent unsupervised child 
access to guns.

Research provides justifica-
tion for this initiative.

National data indicates 
about 7% of all children in the 
U.S. live in a house in which at 
least one gun is stored in an 
unsafe manner. 

A Johns Hopkins University 
study found that gunshot wounds 
hospitalize an average of 8,300 
U.S. kids each year and almost 
1,300 children die from gunfire. 
An estimated 21% of the injuries 
and deaths are unintentional; of 
the remaining 79% intentional 
shootings, the vast majority were 
the result of suicides, homicides 
or domestic violence.

A proactive gun safety 
campaign that emphasizes ed-
ucation and prevention should 
be embraced as a community 
value. We have the vision and 
the capacity for taking small 
but meaningful steps toward 
gun safety in our community. 

-Sarah Bagley, City 
Councilmember-elect; 

Richard Merritt, member, 
Alexandria Public Health 

Advisory Commission

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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andria Police Department, their 
other three council colleagues 
and the rest of the community. 
The FOIA documents show that 
these two groups were not only 
aware of the developing propos-
al but were coordinating media 
efforts with the four councilors. 

Once the councilors issued 
the resulting press release – 
only 10 minutes into the coun-
cil meeting! –  they had sig-
naled their majority vote on a 
proposal that had neither been 
introduced in the council meet-
ing, nor discussed with anyone 
outside their closed group.  

The FOIA documents also re-
veal that the statement came as a 
shock to the mayor and ACPS offi-
cials. The mayor’s anger that eve-
ning was borne from the attempt-
ed ambush of ACPS. Members of 
the media who received it were 
also stunned, asking questions 
about things like who was involved 
in its preparation and whether it 
mooted the hearing. None of the 
four councilors responded.  

And it gets worse. During 
the council meeting, the Gang 
of Four continued their own 
private meeting via text, again, 
seemingly in violation of open 
meetings requirements, and 
further disrespecting their fel-
low councilors and the ACPS 
officials who had been invited 
by council to speak on the issue.  

The press release caused tur-
moil among council and ACPS 
officials behind the scenes. The 
numerous texts and emails fly-
ing around during the council 
meeting suggested that the four 
councilors were not paying any 
attention to the testimony from 
Alderton, ACPS Superintendent 
Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D., 
ACHS Principal Peter Balas, 
ACPS’ security director or act-
ing Police Chief Don Hayes. 

At the end of the council 
meeting, Chapman reversed 
himself to vote for restoring 
SROs, but only for the current 
school year, joining Wilson 
and Councilors Del Pepper and 
Amy Jackson. Hutchings sent a 
conciliatory text to Chapman 
saying the vote was fair and he 

looked forward to working with 
him on the issue. Chapman im-
mediately responded with these 
words: “Look to someone else. 
I’m done with yall (sic).”

The texts in the FOIA re-
sponse also revealed conver-
sations including incoming 
councilors. In one instance, an 
activist texted a new councilor 
a Twitter series saying that the 
deployment of SROs had led to 
“dehumanization of Alexan-
dria VA BIPOC youth” and “I’m 
done being sensitive,” specifi-
cally targeting parents.

In response, the new council-
or said it “sounds like a conver-
sation [we new councilors] had 
last night. The reaction to [the 
after-school shooting] yester-
day was appalling.” The context 
suggests that the new councilors 
were turned off by the communi-
ty’s justifiable anxiety about the 
shooting, the confiscated loaded 
gun and escalating violence in 
other forms in the schools, nev-
er expressing concern about the 
underlying violence.  

In 1,800 pages of FOIA doc-
uments, we were unable to lo-
cate any concern about school 
safety from SRO opponents. 
Rather they targeted Wilson in 
particular with hateful emails, 
one accusing him of “by de-
fault carrying water for violent, 
harmful, toxic, hateful, Alex 
Dem-flavored white suprema-
cy” for supporting SROs.

In stark contrast, the senti-
ment of the others who weighed 
in, including former Mayor Bill 
Euille and residents from all 
corners of our diverse commu-
nity, reflected overwhelming 
support for restoring SROs.  

We note that Wilson and 
Jackson have school-aged chil-
dren in ACPS. None of the Gang 
of Four and none of the incom-
ing councilors have school-
aged children. This may help 
explain the split votes on school 
safety issues. It should also put 
the ACPS community on notice 
that City Council may be even 
more activist on school matters 
when the new council members 
are sworn in next month. 

-Frank Putzu, Bill Rossello, 
Alexandria
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To the editor:

Thank you for your disturbing sto-
ry, “Magistrate fired over comments to 
Times,” in the Oct. 21 Alexandria Times 
about the termination of Magistrate 
Elizabeth Fuller by Magistrate Regional 
Supervisor Elizabeth Edwards.  

Throughout the entire debacle of 
Karla Dominguez’ murder by the man 
who allegedly raped and brutalized her, 
all levels of government have confined 
Dominguez to the dustbin of Alexan-
dria history. Thank you to Fuller for 
notifying Virginia Criminal Justices 
Services of the bondsman’s outrageous 
actions in the Dominguez case. Thank 
you VCJS for conducting a professional 
and thorough investigation and deci-
sion.  

So far, Fuller is the only person in lo-
cal government who clearly acted with 
integrity and compassion for Domin-
guez. As the Times noted, there were 
only two women in the entire rape, 
bond and murder saga: Dominguez and 
Fuller. Dominguez is dead, and Fuller 
was fired for doing the right thing.

Every other person – defense coun-
sel, Commonwealth Attorney’s office 
and court – is sprinting away from their 
role with zero accountability. And they 
are all men. None has to date been held 
accountable for their role in this mat-
ter.

Fuller was ambushed – no due pro-
cess, no explanation of what comments 
violated what canon, no investigation, 
no opportunity to defend. She was given 
three-days’ notice on a Saturday morn-
ing of a meeting with no explanation 
of its purpose, along with flamboyant 
insults. It is alarming that magistrates, 
charged with neutral and objective jus-
tice, in this instance appeared to show 
no respect for fairness or justice. Fuller 
and her children lost their health cov-
erage, during a pandemic no less, im-
mediately and abruptly.

As for the substance of Edwards’ so-
called case against Fuller, it fails to say 
which comments in your Oct. 7 story in 
which Fuller is quoted, “Bondsman in 
Karla Dominguez case charged,” are at 
issue.  Nor could it.

You reported that the termination 
letter stated Fuller’s firing was based 
upon her comments on “two mat-
ters currently before the court.” This 
is false. The Karla Dominguez case 
died upon her brutal murder and her 

murderer’s suicide – it was over. The 
contempt case that has been brought 
against the bondsman was unknown 
until publication of your story, so it 
was impossible for Fuller to comment 
on it.  

Your story on the VCJS decision re-
voking the bondsman’s license surely 
embarrassed a lot of people. Defense 
counsel, the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s office and court could not bury 
Dominguez fast enough and erase her 
name from history. Fuller blew the 
whistle and VCJS investigated and 
meted out accountability against the 
bondsman. Yet once Fuller’s action 
became publicly known, local Chief 
Magistrate Adam Willard and Edwards, 
his supervisor, struck back, seemingly 
before accountability could reach any 
further. This looks like retaliation for 
whistleblowing.

I call upon the Office of the Attor-
ney General of Virginia to open an 
investigation into all facts and cir-
cumstances surrounding the death 
of Karla Dominguez. The Alexandria 
Commonwealth’s Attorney has a con-
flict and now the courts do as well. 

As I close this, I cannot help but 
shed tears. I cry for Dominguez. I cry 
for Fuller. And I cry for all the other 
victims like Dominguez. How can our 
system have failed Dominguez and 
Fuller so terribly?

Karla Dominguez. Say her name. 
Magistrate Elizabeth Fuller. Say her 

name. 
-Anna Salerno,

Alexandria

… there were 
only two women 

in the entire rape, 
bond and murder 
saga: Dominguez and 
Fuller. Dominquez 
is dead, and Fuller 
was fired for doing 
the right thing.”
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
Where are you doing most of your holiday 
shopping this year?
A) Local businesses, either online or in person. 
B) Major retailers, either online or in person
C) I’m making most of my gifts.
D) I’m making most of my gifts.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

The history of Kwanzaa 
Habari Gani? Or “what’s 

the news?” This is the greeting 
given during the seven days 
of Kwanzaa. Celebrated from 
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1, Kwanzaa is a 
Pan-African holiday that com-
memorates family, communi-
ty and culture. 

It was created by Dr. Mau-
lana Karenga, professor and 
chair of African studies at 
California State University, in 
Long Beach. Derived from the 
term “Matunda ya kwanza,” 
meaning “first fruits” in Swa-
hili, its origins are in the first 
harvest celebrations of Africa. 

The Swahili language is the 
most extensive African lan-
guage spoken and was chosen 
by Karenga to be the language 
that represents Kwanzaa. 
Karenga is also an author and 
scholar-activist who stresses 
the indispensable need to pre-
serve, continually revitalize 
and promote African Ameri-
can culture. 

Established in 1966 in the 
midst of the Black Freedom 
Movement, Kwanzaa reflects 
concern for being cultural-
ly grounded in thought and 
practice, as well as promoting 
unity and self-determination. 
The holiday was created to 
serve several functions: 

First, Kwanzaa reaffirms 
and reestablishes African 
American ties to African cul-
ture.

Second, it serves as a 
festival to reestablish and 
strengthen the bonds between 
African Americans and Afri-
cans as a people.

Third, Kwanzaa empha-
sizes the Nguzo Saba or the 
Seven Principles, which are 
a set of ideals created by 
Karenga. They highlight the 
significance of African com-
munal values, such as family, 
community and culture and 
the best aspects of being Af-
rican and human in the fullest 
sense. 

Another common greet-
ing during Kwanzaa is “Ha-
rambee,” which means, “Let’s 
pull together.” This greeting 
embodies the celebration in 
one word and signifies the 
coming together of families 
and friends to work for the 
common good and to make 
the world a better place. Each 
of the Seven Principles has its 
own special meaning.

• Umoja or unity: To strive for 
and maintain unity in the family, 
community, nation and race. 

• Kujichagulia or self-de-
termination: To define our-
selves, name ourselves, create 
for ourselves and speak for 
ourselves. 

• Ujima or collective work 
and responsibility: To build 
and maintain our community 
together and make our broth-
ers’ and sisters’ problems our 
problems and to solve them 
together. 

• Ujamaa or cooperative 
economics: To build and main-
tain our own stores, shops and 
other businesses and to profit 
from them together. 

• Nia or purpose: To make 
our collective vocation the 
building and developing of our 

community in order to restore 
our people to their traditional 
greatness. 

• Kuumba or creativity: To 
always do as much as we can, 
in order to leave our commu-
nity more beautiful and bene-
ficial than we inherited.

• Imani or faith: To believe 
with all our heart in our peo-
ple, our parents, our teachers, 
our leaders and the righteous-
ness and victory of our strug-
gle. 

The Alexandria Black His-
tory Museum will host its an-

nual Kwanzaa Workshop on 
Saturday at 11 a.m., virtually. It 
is a family friendly, interactive 
workshop covering the history 
and principles of the holiday. 
It will also include activities 
and decorating ideas to aid in 
planning your own Kwanzaa 
celebration. The workshop is 
free, but guests must register 
at https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_pR4zEQS5SPi-
uu-pj9jppaw.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
the Office of Historic Alexandria.
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Last Week  
Have you ever attended an Alexandria city 
or community event at which outgoing City 
Councilor Del Pepper was present?
42% Yes, many.
30% No, never.
21% Yes, at least one.
7% I don’t attend city or community events.

PHOTO/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Lillian Patterson leading a Kwanzaa workshop.



LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following request has been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.
For information on the follow-
ing applications or to comment, 

visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
703.746.4666.

Special Use Permit #2021-00124
4917 Brenman Park Drive
Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a New Use of a Private 
Commercial School; zone: CDD 
#9/Coordinated Development 
District #9.
Proposed Business Name: Bright 
Start Learning Center
Applicant: Bright Start Learning 
Center LLC
Planner: Patrick Silva – Patrick.
Silva@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the zoning ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning & Zoning. If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than December 30, 2021.

AUCTIONS
2 DAY FIREARMS AUCTION 
LIVE & ONLINE. December 10th 
2pm & 11th 10am. 1500+ LOTS. 
Military, Sporting & Modern Fire-
arms www.montroseauction.com. 
478-376-4559 GAL2006

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805
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PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Jeffrey Kolessar

Courtyard Alexandria Pentagon South

4641 Kenmore Ave

Alexandria

Alexandria 22304

Wine and Beer On & Off Premises; Mixed Beverage Hotel (Seating capacity over 150 seats)

Jeffrey Kolessar, Receiver

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-
istration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 
262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-4974

WANTED TO BUY OR 
TRADE

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

EMPLOYMENT
Steer Davies & Gleave, Inc seeks a 
Principal Consultant in Alexandria, 
VA to manage full due diligence 
and long-term business plan for 
infrastructure bids.  Develop long-
term air traffic demand forecasts. 
Develop complex business plan 
models in the context of Airport 
Transactions collating Air Traffic, 
Aeronautical Revenues, Com-
mercial Revenues and operating 
costs forecasts.  Develop route and 
market development strategies for 
airports and airlines by analyzing 
the competitive environment and 
current market outlook.  Requires 
a Master’s Degree in Economics, 
Management Engineering or 

related discipline or equivalent 
and 5 years aviation consulting 
experience. 
Resumes to S. Edwards, 45 Main St. 
Ste. 1036, Brooklyn, NY  11201

Classifieds

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
VOLUNTARY REMEDIATION PROGRAM 

 
Property:  Oakville Industrial Park – City of Alexandria, Virginia  
 
(Multiple addresses located west of Richmond Highway (U.S. Route One), north of Fannon Street, south of Calvert 
Avenue (except one parcel on the north side of Calvert Avenue), and east of Mt. Jefferson Park. 
 
Voluntary Remediation Program (VRP) Site No.(s):   VRP00356 and VRP00716 
 
VRP Participant:  StonebridgeCarras, LLC  
   7200 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 700 
   Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
 
In accordance with the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) VRP public participation requirements of 9 
VAC20-160-120, the general public is hereby notified that StonebridgeCarras, LLC has enrolled the above-described 
property in the VRP and is seeking a Certification of Satisfactory Completion of Remediation (“Certificate”) for residential 
use from the VDEQ. The above-referenced property (the “Site”) is located on the west side of Richmond Highway (U.S. 
Route 1), north of Fannon Street, south of Calvert Avenue, and east of Mt. Jefferson Park, in Alexandria, Virginia. Most of 
the Site previously received a Certificate for commercial use in February 2020 (VRP00356). The Site contains vacant 
warehouses, an occupied self-storage building and management/leasing trailer, paved parking areas, and portions of 
roads. Oakville Industrial Park has a history of commercial and industrial uses dating back to the 1940s.  The early industrial 
uses consisted primarily of manufacturing and storage/warehousing, including microfilming, printing, bottling, metal 
fabricating, and electronics manufacturing.  In later years, automotive repair and maintenance operations became more 
prevalent on the Site. The Site has a lengthy environmental history that has been documented in numerous environmental 
reports dating to at least the early 2000s, including past regulatory scrutiny under the VRP.  Documented environmental 
concerns at the Site include localized volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in soil and groundwater, localized lead in soil 
impacts, and sporadic detections of petroleum, polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and VOCs in soils throughout the Site. 
A final Site Characterization and Risk Assessment report was submitted to and approved by VDEQ in April of 2021. These 
environmental concerns will be managed under a VDEQ-approved Remedial Action Plan (RAP) during redevelopment of 
the Site. Post-construction engineering and institutional controls are planned for future Site uses, including the use of sub-
slab vapor mitigation systems (and ventilated below grade garages) and a groundwater use prohibition. These measures 
are intended to provide long term protection to future occupants of the Site and the general public, subject to the 
condition that the proposed controls are adhered to in accordance with VRP requirements, or until such controls are 
otherwise altered as part of future VDEQ guidance.  
 
For additional information regarding the above items, please contact the undersigned by telephone or email. Email 
comments are preferable. Comments will be accepted for 30 days following the publication date of this notice.  
 
Mr. Samuel Stevenson  
Vice President  
Geo-Technology Associates, Inc.  
14280 Park Center Drive, Suite A 
Laurel, MD 20707  
Telephone: (410) 792-9446 
Email: SStevenson@gtaeng.com  

Email
Margaret Stevens

           mstevens@alextimes.com

Need 
to 

place
an ad?
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REALTOR® | $20+ MILLION IN 2020 | NVAR Platinum Top Producer | Licensed in VA
m 703.919.4426 | LGroover@McEnearney.com | LisaGroover.com

"Lisa is the ultimate real estate professional from start to finish. She is creative and a problem solver, which 
are necessary skills in any real estate transaction. And she was an absolute pleasure to work with; we cannot 

recommend her highly enough." - Pat D. 

SOLD
415 S Payne St | Alexandria, 22314

$1,385,000

SOLD
1314 Roundhouse Ln | Alexandria, 22314

$683,000

SOLD
317 Lamond Pl | Alexandria, 22314

$910,000

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity 

Lisa Groover

Lisa Groover, Realtor


	ALEXT120921.1
	ALEXT120921.2
	ALEXT120921.3
	ALEXT120921.4
	ALEXT120921.5
	ALEXT120921.6
	ALEXT120921.7
	ALEXT120921.8
	ALEXT120921.9
	ALEXT120921.10
	ALEXT120921.11
	ALEXT120921.12
	ALEXT120921.13
	ALEXT120921.14
	ALEXT120921.15
	ALEXT120921.16
	ALEXT120921.17
	ALEXT120921.18
	ALEXT120921.19
	ALEXT120921.20
	ALEXT120921.21
	ALEXT120921.22
	ALEXT120921.23
	ALEXT120921.24
	ALEXT120921.25
	ALEXT120921.26
	ALEXT120921.27
	ALEXT120921.28
	ALEXT120921.29
	ALEXT120921.30
	ALEXT120921.31
	ALEXT120921.32

