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A life of service
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne 
reflects on 43 years in 
law enforcement
BY MARK EATON

Jan. 1, 2022 will be the first 
day in 43 years that Sheriff 
Dana Lawhorne will not be 
involved in Alexandria law 
enforcement in an official ca-
pacity.

Lawhorne, who announced 
back in March that he planned 
to retire at the end of this year, 
worked his way up the Al-
exandria Police Department 
ranks in a 27-year career in 
which he became a respected 

detective. After serving with 
APD, he was elected to four 
consecutive terms – a total of 
16 years – as the city’s sheriff.

Lawhorne’s experience in 
law enforcement ranges from 
meticulous and exhausting 
detective work to high-stakes 
hostage negotiations to man-
aging the 210 people in the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Sean Casey, a captain in 
the Sheriff’s Office who ran 
unopposed in the general 
election, will succeed Law-
horne as sheriff.  In looking 
back on his career, Lawhorne 
described an essential chal-

lenge of managing the Sher-
iff’s Office as “learning to 
balance the personal side 
of employees’ lives with the 
mission of the office.”

“People need to feel that 
the sheriff will help you meet 
challenges. Employees need 
to know that you care,” Law-
horne said.

Where it all started
Lawhorne’s profession-

al law enforcement career 
stretches back four decades, 
but his personal connection to 

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Dana and Linda Lawhorne.

Holiday theft 
down in the city
Local shoplifting 
data bucks  
national trend 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

The holiday season is 
in full swing, and with it 
comes the possibility of 
residential and commer-
cial theft as well. Although 

Alexandria’s shoplifting 
statistics are down from 
last year, local business-
es have still experienced 
a number of retail crimes 
over the past few months 
and are thus taking theft 
prevention measures. 

PHOTO/AR WORKSHOP
AR Workshop has a variety of holiday-themed DIY to-go kits, 
including a create-your-own ornament kit. For more last-second 
gift ideas, read the Alexandria Times Holiday Gift Guide on 
page 15.
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613 MALCOLM PLACE | JEFFERSON PARK |$1,650,000

    Let me put my 33 years of experience to work for you! SINCE  1988

Classic brick colonial with welcoming portico on a private cul de sac has undergone a complete renovation and expansion! Five bedrooms, 4 full baths, side  

includes a family room with a gas 
adjacent to the family & dining room. Custom white cabinetry, center island with waterfall countertop, stainless steel applianc
dining room has access to the patio & 

room. Spacious upper level has a primary suite with vaulted ceilings, large luxury bath with freestanding soaking tub & 
french sliders to a roof terrace! Two 
with high ceilings. Beautiful custom 

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!

For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 Weichert

Christine Roland Garner
Home for the Holidays
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

ACT for Alexandria 
receives national award

Local nonprofit ACT 
for Alexandria received a 
$500,000 grant from Citi 
Foundation as part of its 
inclusion in the Commu-
nity Progress Makers ini-
tiative, according to a news 
release.

The Community Prog-
ress Makers initiative aims 
to support organizations 
that are working to in-
crease equity and economic 

opportunity to low-income 
communities and commu-
nities of color. ACT for Al-
exandria is one of 50 non-
profits nationwide to be 
recognized by Citi Founda-
tion this year.

On top of the unrestrict-
ed grant, ACT for Alexan-
dria also gains access to 
technical assistance and 
the community surround-
ing the Community Prog-

ress Makers initiative until 
the end of 2023. Over the 
next year, ACT for Alexan-
dria aims to use those re-
sources to expand its racial 
equity programs, increase 
community power and con-
tinue to address disparities 
in economic success, af-
fordable housing and ed-
ucation, according to the 
release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Alexandria Film Festival 
winners announced

The Alexandria Film Festival 
came to a close on Sunday after be-
ing extended an additional week due 
to high demand. With the end of the 
festival comes AFF’s annual slate of 
awards given to filmmakers whose 
worked excelled in a variety of areas.

The festival’s top honor, the 
Best of Fest award, went to “I’m 
Fine, Thanks for Asking” from 
co-directors Kelley Kali and An-
gelique Molina. The film depicts a 
hectic day in the life of a homeless 
single mother who is trying to save 
up money to get a roof over her and 
her 8-year-old daughter. The Al-
exandria Times gave a rave review 
of the film, which can be read at 
https://alextimes.com/2021/11/aff-

review-im-fine-thanks-for-asking/.
Meanwhile, Oscar-nominated film-

maker Paula Van der Oest received the 
Special Jury Award for her pandemic-era 
romantic comedy “Love in a Bottle.”

Documentaries took home most 
of the awards at AFF this year.

The Audience Award went to Pat 
McGee’s “From the Hood to the Hol-
ler,” a documentary about politician 

Charles Booker’s 2020 campaign. Mc-
Gee previously won for his 2018 film 
“American Relapse.” Kathy Kuras won 
the Joe Cantwell Prize for Documenta-
ry Excellence for “Open Field,” which 
tells the story of female profession-
al football players and their pursuit 
of athletic greatness. Finally, “Tower 
Road Bus,” a documentary that ex-
plores the integration of schools in 
Prince Georges County and the expe-
rience of Black students and teachers 
being thrust into all-white schools, 
won the Best Regional Film award.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Bomb threat leads to high school evacuation
Alexandria City High 

School and its Minnie How-
ard campus were evacuat-
ed on Dec. 10 after a bomb 
threat on social media.

Both Minnie Howard and 
ACHS entered lockdown the 
morning of Dec. 10, during 
which students could not leave 
the school but still attended 
and changed classes as normal. 

Around 11:16 a.m., students 
were called in waves to get their 
lunch from the cafeteria before 
returning to and staying in their 
third period classrooms.

From the moment ACPS 
made the decision to en-
ter lockdown, rumors began 
swirling about a potential 
bomb threat. The rumors 
were all but confirmed as stu-

dents were told to evacuate 
ACHS and its Minnie Howard 
campus around 11:50 a.m.

According to one student, 
the fire alarms went off inside 
Minnie Howard and security 
guards told students to run 
out of the building and to the 
soccer field. While waiting 
outside, helicopters flew over-
head and police cars blocked 

the street. Around 12:12 p.m. 
students started to leave cam-
pus, as buses and parents ar-
rived to pick them up early.

At 1:18 p.m., the Alexan-
dria Police Department an-
nounced that a threat assess-
ment had determined there 
was no credible threat at 
either building. After being 
evacuated, students returned 

to their classes at ACHS’ King 
Street campus, unlike at the 
Minnie Howard campus.

Another potential threat 
on social media resulted in a 
lockdown at the high school 
on Dec. 7. Although an in-
vestigation took place, the 
threat was deemed not credi-
ble, according to APD.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Man charged in crash 
on Four Mile Road 

Luis Antonio Ortiz, 40, of 
Alexandria, was charged for 
his involvement in a crash 
in the 500 block of Four Mile 
Road on Dec. 11, according to 
a news release.

A preliminary investiga-
tion by the Alexandria Police 
Department found that Ortiz 
crashed his car into a pedes-
trian, a 29-year-old female, 
as well as several parked cars. 
The pedestrian was taken to 
George Washington University 

Hospital with several serious 
but non life threatening  inju-
ries, according to the release.

Police arrested Ortiz at 
the scene and charged him 
with DUI maiming and DUI 
second offense. Anyone with 
additional information about 
the crash is encouraged to 
contact Officer J. Burney at 
703-859-0806 or call APD’s 
non-emergency line at 703-
746-4444.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Woman killed 
in West End 
apartment

A 23-year-old woman was murdered in 
her West End apartment on South Van Dorn 
Street on Dec. 7, according to the Alexandria 
Police Department.

APD responded to a call for service at ap-
proximately 2:40 p.m. when they discovered a 
Black female deceased in her apartment. What 
at first was reported as a cardiac arrest was later 
determined to be a homicide. 

On Tuesday, the victim was identified as 
Alexandria resident Melia Jones. Police have 
not provided any details about the murder.

Anyone with information is encouraged 
to contact Detective Michael Whelan at 
michael.whelan@alexandriava.gov or call 
APD’s non-emergency line at 703-746-4444.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO

For more briefs,  
read page 20.
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the job goes back all the way 
to when he was 14 years old 
and an APD officer took him 
on a ride-along.

In that moment, Law-
horne said he knew what he 
wanted to do for the rest of 
his life.

“I loved it. I said, ‘That’s 
me. That’s what I want to 
do,’” Lawhorne told the 
Times in February 2020.

After graduating from 
T.C. Williams High School, 
now called Alexandria City 
High School, in 1976, Law-
horne knew he was still too 
young to work as in APD 
– officers had to be at least 
21 – so he got a job working 
as a security officer at what 
was then called the Hamlets, 
a set of three-story garden 
apartments located on Be-
auregard Avenue in the West 
End.

According to Lawhorne, 
it wasn’t quite law enforce-
ment work – he was mostly 
responding to noise com-
plaints – but he had a uni-
form, a car, a radio and a 
dream to one day become an 
Alexandria police officer.

“That thought just nev-
er left my memory bank. It 
was always my dream to be 
an Alexandria police officer,” 
Lawhorne said in February 
2020. 

A dream come true 
Eventually, Lawhorne 

joined the city’s police force 
and right away showed a tal-
ent and passion for police 
work.

Alexandria Undersheriff 
Tim Gleeson, who has known 
Lawhorne since the early 
1980s when Lawhorne served 
as Gleeson’s field training 
officer, said Lawhorne was a 
law enforcement natural. 

“Obviously, people saw 
something in him early on 
– he knew how to work the 
street,” Gleeson said, noting 
that most training officers 
had much more experience.

Subsequently, Lawhorne 

encouraged Gleeson to ap-
ply to APD’s Detective Bu-
reau and recruited him to the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Lawhorne later helped 
create APD’s hostage negoti-
ation team, serving on it for 
22 years. He was the lead ne-
gotiator in several high-pro-
file cases, including an ex-
tended, tense and dangerous 
confrontation in 1998 when 
hostages were taken inside 
a pawn shop near the cor-
ner of Beauregard and King 
streets. Ultimately, one of 
the two hostage takers took 
his own life while Lawhorne 
was talking to him. Lawhorne 
said the suicide gave him “a 
sense of failure,” but he was 
relieved that all the hostages 
were safe.

In April 2000 a boy, age 
8, was tragically murdered 
while playing in the yard of 

his great grandparents’ Del 
Ray home. Lawhorne and a 
team of APD detectives spent 
eight days combing through 
records involving 500 li-
censed drivers and more than 
400 cabs to find the cab, and 
the driver, that transported 
the killer from the scene of 
the murder. Ultimately, DNA 
samples recovered from the 
killer and the victim in the 
cab became key evidence in 
the case.

Lawhorne’s career as an 
APD detective included sit-
uations involving signifi-
cant personal risk. In 1998, 
Lawhorne, who was on foot, 
found himself in the mid-
dle of a drive-by shooting 
on Mount Vernon Avenue. 
When multiple shots were 
fired from the back seat of 
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COURTESY PHOTO
 A young Dana Lawhorne in his Alexandria Police Department uni-
form.

~ Grateful ~
The dogs & cats at the Alexandria Animal Shelter

are grateful. Thanks to you, stable and  loving homes
for most of our waiting pets have been found in 2021.

During their stay with us, your donations have
provided food, shelter and  medical care. If you would
like to make a contribution to the pets in this giving
season, please visit us online.  The animals thank you

from the bottoms of their little hearts.

�����������������
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We are Proud to Welcome our New Agents
Just listed
301 N Beauregard St. #101

THE FOUNTAINS
$170,000

Mary Ann Burstein 703.850.0360 
maryann.burstein@cbrealty.com

Open Sunday 2- 4 PM
400 Madison St. #304

OLD TOWN
Fresh Price! 
$674,000 | 2 Beds | 2 Baths

Lib Willey
lib.willey@cbmove.com

Pending
8540 Durham Church Rd.

LA PLATA, MD
$1,800,000 | 4 Beds | 3.5 Baths

Greg Doherty 703.408.5068 
greg.doherty@cbmove.com

SOLD
1301 Rhode Island Ave., NW #4

WASHINGTON, DC
$875,000 | 2 Beds | 2 Baths

Greg Doherty 703.408.5068 
greg.doherty@cbmove.com

Bob Martini 
bob.martini@cbrealty.com
C: 703.798.7400

Cindy Anderson
cindy.anderson1@cbrealty.com
C: 703.615.5867

Catherine Sam Harsono
catherine.harsono@cbrealty.com
C: 510.941.8855

Krista Sherwood
krista.sherwood@cbrealty.com
C: 817.905.4268

Happy Holidays from
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a moving car, he ran after 
it and was instrumental in 
identifying the car and the 
shooter when the perpetra-
tors were apprehended by 
other APD officers shortly 
after the incident.

The Sheriff’s Office
After 27 years in the po-

lice department, Lawhorne 
successfully ran for sheriff 
in 2005. He assumed the role 
of sheriff in 2006 and has 
remained in the role since 
then. 

The Sheriff’s Office pro-
vides security in the seven 
courtrooms used by the judg-
es of the city’s Circuit Court 
and General District Court 
and manages a jail that typ-
ically holds more than 400 
inmates. In recent years, the 
jail has housed high profile 
figures, including Chelsea 
Manning, Paul Manafort and 
Emma Coronel Aispuro, the 

wife of drug lord Juan “El 
Chapo” Guzman.   

Inmates at the jail range 

from those charged with ter-
rorism to others charged with 
low level offenses, for exam-

ple, being drunk in public.  
“We are the end of the 

line for the extreme to the 

least extreme – they have the 
same basic needs,” Lawhorne 
said.  

He added that his office 
tries to make the jail a “no 
judgment zone.”

Judges can and will or-
der “special measures,” or 
conditions of incarceration, 
that preclude an inmate from 
talking with others or watch-
ing television or reading 
newspapers.  

“There are times when we 
are required to provide three 
people to move someone 10 
feet,” Lawhorne said. 

Lawhorne identified the 
“number one challenge” of 
the Sheriff’s Office as inmate 
mental health issues. The job 
often requires him and his 
staff to recognize and secure 
appropriate treatment for 
inmates who present a vari-
ety of undiagnosed mental 
health conditions.

Alexandria City Circuit 

LAWHORNE FROM | 4
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COURTESY PHOTO
Left to right: Former Mayor Allison Silberberg, Congressman Don Beyer and Sheriff Dana Lawhorne 
before the 2018 Scottish Christmas Walk parade.

CALL (703) 688-8050 TO SCHEDULE A SAFE & PRIVATE TOUR TODAY! 
www.FalconsLanding.org   |   Falcons Landing is proud to be a non-profit Life Plan Community.

settle for
The Johnson Center at Falcons Landing is home to an Assisted Living community, 
a beautiful Memory Care neighborhood and a five-star Skilled Nursing unit, which 
was named in the U.S. News World Report as a Best Nursing Home. Falcons 
Landing also offers assisted living in our West Falls Center. Experience  
exceptional care in a modern and luxurious community designed to  
deliver residents with an unmatched level of service.
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www.RebuildingTogetherDCA.org
703.836.1021

.

83.5% 
feel their home is safer  

after our repairs.

94% 
see themselves living  
in their home longer.

At Rebuilding Together DC Alexandria, we strive to 
create a community where people of all incomes and 
cultures live in safe and healthy homes. If you own your 
home in the City of Alexandria, and have limited income, 
you might qualify for our free home repair services.  

CALL US TODAY FOR AN APPLICATION!

REPAIRING HOMES.
REVITALIZING COMMUNITIES.

REBUILDING 
LIVES.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 16, 2021 | 9 

Court Chief Judge Lisa Kem-
ler graduated with Lawhorne 
from what is now Alexandria 
City High School and said 
that when Lawhorne became 
sheriff, he entered an office 
in need.

“The Sheriff’s Office 
needed a morale boost,” 
Kemler said. “Dana worked 
so hard to build camaraderie 
and morale.” 

Kemler said she appreci-
ated Lawhorne’s emphasis 
on courthouse security. She 
said that the sheriff’s depu-
ties who serve as bailiffs are 
“top of the line” and that the 
system of assigning judg-
es a deputy as a consistent 
or “go to” bailiff has worked 
well. Kemler also praised 
Lawhorne’s role in the city’s 
treatment programs, nota-
bly the Sober Living program 
which is designed to help in-
mates during and after incar-
ceration.

Former Mayor Kerry Don-
ley observed that as Law-
horne’s career responsibili-
ties increased with his move 
from patrol officer to detec-
tive to sheriff, his commit-
ment to public service also 
increased.  

“This evolution was ev-
ident in the changes he 
brought to the Sheriff’s Of-
fice. He took the Sheriff’s Of-
fice to another level,” Donley 
said.  

According to Donley, 
Lawhorne did this by in-
creasing collaboration be-
tween APD and the Sheriff’s 
Office and raising the com-
munity profile of the office 
by getting officers and in-
mates involved in school and 
community projects, such as 
park and school clean-up ef-
forts. Donley said that Law-
horne’s goal was that the 
Sheriff’s Office should be as 
visible in the community as 
APD. Lawhorne initiated the 
assignment of liaison offi-
cers from the Sheriff’s Office 
to the city’s civic associa-
tions.  

“He made time available 
in the officers’ day” for com-
munity activities that “made 
the Sheriff’s Office more vis-
ible and more appreciated,” 
Donley said.

Changes in law 
enforcement

In looking back on his 
career, Lawhorne said he 
has seen law enforcement 
change nationally and lo-
cally, including in terms of 
public perception. Lawhorne 
said that he has seen public 
perceptions of the law en-
forcement “swing between 
love and hate, but we have 
always been needed.” For his 
part, Lawhorne said he has 
consistently tried to ensure 
the city’s law enforcement 
is engaged with the commu-
nity.

“I’ve tried to educate, 
reach out, protect and serve,” 
Lawhorne said.

Lawhorne said he tells 
young people interested in 
law enforcement that, “It is 
still a noble profession – I 
don’t care what anybody 
says.”

“[He was] always some-
body who wanted things 
done right,” former Council-
or Lonnie Rich said of Law-
horne. 

According to Rich, Law-
horne brought to the Sher-
iff’s Office an extensive 
knowledge of varied people 
and neighborhoods in Alex-
andria. Rich also said that 
the personnel decisions in 
the Sheriff’s Office during 
Lawhorne’s tenure, par-
ticularly the promotion of 
women and African Ameri-
cans to leadership positions, 
showed that Lawhorne rec-
ognized quality and ability 
without regard to race, gen-
der or ethnicity.

Former Councilor Da-
vid Speck highlighted Law-
horne’s ability to read and 
understand people, two 
qualities that benefited him 
throughout his career.

“You underestimate Dana 
at your own peril,” Speck 

said. “He is smart in intui-
tive ways about people and 
the things that affect peo-
ple.”

Outside his profession-
al life, Lawhorne’s friends 
know him as an accom-
plished raconteur. Speck 
said that Lawhorne is “a 
great storyteller” and that 
this quality may cause peo-
ple to underappreciate his 
abilities.  

“[Lawhorne] understands 
public safety in all its forms. 
If Dana is on a job, you have 
confidence in his ability to 
make it right,” Speck said. 
“He knew what to do in a cri-
sis or a jam.”

Lawhorne said he was 
most gratified during his 
career by “the opportunity 
to meet so many great peo-
ple” throughout the city’s 
neighborhoods, political 
leadership and schools. He 
remains friends with peo-
ple he met through cases he 
worked and believes that he 
“helped victims keep their 
dignity.”

Lawhorne has been active 
and outspoken on communi-
ty issues related to zoning, 
public schools, traffic, nota-
bly the timing of the traffic 

lights at the intersection of 
King Street and Russell Road, 
and the city’s persistent 
flooding problems. He said 
he believes that some gov-
ernment officials have lost 
the perspective that they 
work for the citizenry and 
advocates returning to the 
system of holding local elec-
tions in May.

Lawhorne’s career in law 
enforcement may be coming 
to an end, but he intends to 
remain active in an effort 

to help neighborhoods and 
residents make government 
more accountable. He plans 
to provide security consult-
ing and advocacy services 
to neighborhoods and resi-
dents.

“I’ve tried to run the 
Sheriff’s Office the way I’ve 
run my life,” Lawhorne said. 
“That involves respect, dig-
nity, paying attention to de-
tails and spending money 
wisely.”

-aboutalexandria@gmail.com
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Stop in and say hello 
to Alexandria’s newest 
neighborhood Credit 
Union branch.

Hello  
Neighbor.

— ussfcu.org/BowmanBranch —

Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by NCUA.

1310 Braddock Place  |  Alexandria, VA 22314
across from Braddock Metro • garage parking & validation available

Bowman Branch
Braddock Station
STABILITY. SECURITY. SERVICE.

since 1935

All are Welcome
Advent 4 – Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 19
8:00 am & 10:00 am

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
1608 Russell Road, Alexandria | www.emmanuelonhigh.org

Christmas Eve “Pageant in the Pews”
Friday, December 24, 3:00 pm & 5:00 pm

Families are welcome to join as our young readers retell
the Christmas Story.  Participation by all our young children

will happen from the pews.

Christmas Eve Vigil & Holy Eucharist
Friday, December 24, 9:00 pm

The Feast of the Nativity & Holy Eucharist
Saturday, December 25, 10:00 am

Please note: Masks are required at our services.
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According to data collect-
ed by the Alexandria Police 
Department, a total of 56 
shoplifting and concealment 
incidents have been reported 

for November and December, 
with a few weeks still left in 
December. This marks a de-
crease from 2020, which had 
93 cases over the same two 
months, and 2019, during 
which 111 cases occurred 

over the same two months.  
At 464 total shoplifting 

and concealment incidents 
in 2021, this also marks a de-
crease from 2020, which had 
a total of 598 cases, and 2019, 
with 484 total cases. 

Conversely, national 
shoplifting crimes appear to 
be on the rise. The Wall Street 
Journal reported that shop-
lifting at CVS stores around 
the country has increased 
by 30% since the start of the 
pandemic, and Walgreens 
recently announced it would 
be closing five more San 
Francisco stores due to shop-
lifting, meaning it will have 
closed 22 stores total there in 
the last five years. 

According to the Nation-
al Association for Shoplift-
ing Prevention, more than 
500,000 shoplifting incidents 
occur every day and $13 bil-
lion worth of goods are sto-
len a year. The problem is 
particularly pronounced in 
California, where shoplifting 
merchandise worth $950 or 
less has been reduced to a 
misdemeanor, which, accord-
ing to the Hoover Institution, 
means law enforcement is 
less likely to investigate or 
bring charges. 

In Alexandria, large cor-
porations like Ross and Lu-
lulemon in Old Town have 
reportedly experienced an 
uptick in crime during the 
holiday months. Additional-
ly, the AT&T store on Duke 
Street recently had all of its 
display phones stolen, to-
taling thousands of dollars 
worth of merchandise.

Elizabeth Mason, owner of 
another Old Town shop, Peri-
winkle, said that many stores 
in the area are all on an email 
chain in which business own-
ers can inform each other 
when a theft takes place. 

“We can all be like, ‘Hey, 
be on the lookout. So and 
so looks suspicious,’” Ma-
son said. “Or we’ll actually 
see them taking it and send 
a video to everyone saying, 
‘Look, this person stole from 
me.’”

While Mason said she 
hasn’t noticed any shoplift-
ing at Periwinkle recently, 
she has taken steps for theft 
prevention such as cameras 
and a security system. She 
also looks out for people who 

enter and leave the store 
abruptly or who come in and 
act like they’re deeply fixated 
on their phone. 

But she did admit there 
are times when it’s difficult 
to pinpoint that an item has 
been stolen until after the 
fact. 

“Nine times out of 10 we 
just don’t know. We don’t 
know it until after and 
we watch the video,” Ma-
son said. “I feel like it goes 
through waves; sometimes I 
feel like, ‘Oh my gosh, every 
day something is getting tak-
en’ and then other times it’s 
[not].”

Employees at Vintage 
Mirage, a neighboring con-
signment shop, said they are 
trained on what to look out 
for when it comes to shop-
lifting, especially in the win-
ter months. 

Vintage Mirage has a live 
feed video that shows foot-
age from all the cameras, and 
manager Tatiana Davis said 
she can also view the video 
on her phone. The store also 
limits the amount of people 
inside the shop in order to 
keep an eye on shoppers. 

“There’s normally three or 
four of us [employees] during 
the holidays because we just 
never know,” Davis said. 

When it comes to employ-
ee protocol in the event of the 
theft, workers let the owner 
know if they’ve discovered 
something missing on vid-
eo after the fact. If someone 
is stealing and an employee 
notices in the moment, they 
will verbally order the shop-
lifter to return the item, but 
if they run off, the employee 
is not supposed to follow, per 
company protocol.

Someone stole an item 
two weeks ago, for instance, 
and the owner yelled after 
them but the person kept 
going. Another incident cap-
tured on video involved a 
man who snuck upstairs into 
the owner’s office and poked 
around before leaving. The 
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Florence King, civic activist, dies in her 70s
Longtime resident was 
an Alexandria Living 
Legend
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Florence King, an Alexan-
dria Living Legend and 2021 
Civil Council candidate, died 
in her home on the morning 
of Dec. 9 after a brief illness. 
She was in her early 70s. 

The longtime Alexandrian 
lived in the city for more than 
30 years and, in that time, 
worked as a city elections 
officer, served as vice chair 
of the Alexandria Histori-
cal Resources Commission, 
served as chairwoman of the 
city’s Commission on Em-
ployment, sat on the Board of 
Trustees for the Alexandria 
Symphony and founded FMK 
Credit Education Center, a fi-
nancial literacy nonprofit. 

The news came as a sur-
prise to friends and resi-
dents, many of whom knew 
King well. 

Jordan Wright, a close 
friend of King’s, remembered 
the late Living Legend as 
“smart, funny, kind and gra-
cious with a ready smile.”

“Friends and family are in 
shock and grief at the sudden 
loss of this extraordinarily 
accomplished and vibrant 
lady,” Wright said. “Florence 
gave generously of her many 
talents, conducting classes 
in financial literacy as a vol-
unteer and as a professional 
business consultant in the 
world of finance … I will miss 
her greatly.” 

  Vice Mayor Elizabeth 
Bennett-Parker, who served 
with King on three different 
boards, praised King’s kind-
ness and positivity in a Face-
book message.

“I am deeply saddened 
to learn that Florence King, 
Alexandria Living Legend 
& a stalwart of our com-
munity, has passed away,” 
Bennett-Parker wrote. “Her 
positive impact on our com-
munity will live on for gener-

ations.”
King is the descendent 

of Thomasine and Thornton 
Gray. Thornton was a freed 
slave at Mt. Vernon while 
Thomasine was enslaved 
there until emancipated fol-
lowing the death of George 
Washington in 1799. King 
was born in Fairfax County 
and graduated from George 
Mason University with a de-
gree in sociology and a minor 
in business administration.  
During this time she worked 
at Equifax, a major credit re-
porting company. 

She went on to work for 
the federal government for 
17 years before founding 
FMK Credit Services in 1991, 
the FMK Credit Education 
Center in 2005 and FMK Fi-
nancial Literacy Center in 
2016. The nonprofit works 
to promote financial stabili-
ty for disadvantaged families 
and seniors through educa-
tion programs. 

During her time in Al-
exandria, she gave her time 
to numerous boards, com-
missions and organizations. 
Throughout her time in the 
city, King never forgot the 
city and region’s Black his-
tory and sought to preserve 
her family’s legacy. She 
served on the Freedmen’s 
Cemetery Memorial Steering 
Committee and as recording 
secretary of the Laurel Grove 
School Association, which 

is a historic schoolhouse in 
Franconia that shares the 
stories of freed men and 
women during the post-Civil 
War era. 

Councilor John Chapman 
highlighted King’s  valuable 
wisdom, which she honed 
during the decades she spent 
living and working in Alex-
andria. He also praised her 
many contributions to the 
city, particularly the work she 
did for the Black community.

“Her advocacy of Afri-
can American businesses 
[and] entrepreneurship was 
matched by very few,” Chap-
man wrote on Facebook. “Our 
elders are leaving us, and we 
are not ready. Rest well.”

King served as chair of 
the city’s Commission on 
Employment, which works 
to improve employment ser-
vices by linking city employ-
ment and training programs 
with similar programs in the 
school system and the cham-
ber of commerce. 

King also served on the 
Alexandria Historical Re-
sources Commission, where 
she contributed to preserv-
ing the city’s historical lega-
cy, and the Board of Agenda: 
Alexandria, where she helped 
produce monthly programs 
that examine controversial 
topics in the city.

King was a member of the 
Financial Counseling Team 
ministry at McLean Bible 
Church for more than 20 
years, with the church de-
scribing her as “a woman of 
great character, courage, hu-
mility and discernment.”

She was named an Alex-
andria Living Legend in 2018 
for her work with FMK Fi-
nancial Literacy Center and 
extensive service to the city. 

“Ms. King has quietly 
helped others to be better 
individuals and better mem-
bers of society,” the Northern 
Virginia Black Chamber of 
Commerce said about King in 
2018. 

Then, in 2021, King took 
her commitment to the city 
up a notch by running for City 
Council as an independent, 
with the aims of increasing 
housing affordability and de-
creasing density at the fore-

front of her campaign. 
“I am here to serve all of Al-

exandria. It’s not a fragmented 
city to me, I feel that the West 
End is just as important as 
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Florence King ran for City Coun-
cil in 2021 as an independent.
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Ring in the holiday season with the return of this beloved classic tale by Charles Dickens. 
Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly Victorian humbug travels with three ghostly guides through
his Christmas past, present and future to discover the true meaning of the holidays.

written by
Charles Dickens
adapted by
Donna Ferragut
directed by
Carol Jean Clark
produced by
Stacey Becker and
Ira Forstater

Dec. 3 - 18, 2021
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the waterfront,” King told the 
Times earlier this year when 
asked about her campaign. 

She also stated that her de-
cision to run as an independent 
was highly intentional, de-
signed to draw bipartisan sup-
port across the political aisle. 

“I want to get the perspec-
tive on both sides and both 
sides have valid viewpoints 
which I admire, but give me 
an opportunity to digest those 
and let me make the decision 
myself,” King told the Times. 

Former Mayor Allison Sil-
berberg recalled meetings 
held by the Alexandria Re-
gional Council of the Unit-
ed Way, of which King was 
chair. During her tenure as 
mayor, Silberberg would 
attend the group’s annual 
breakfasts and budget meet-
ings and distinctly recalled 
King’s approach as a leader. 

“She led with a natural 
flair,” Silberberg said. “She 

was at ease, she made people 
comfortable; she was leading 
the meeting.” 

Beyond just King’s lead-
ership style, Silberberg said 
she’ll remember her most for 
her exuberance and dedica-
tion to Alexandria. 

“She was so much fun. She 
was just real fun,” Silberberg 
said. “But in addition to be-

ing fun, she was incredibly 
knowledgeable about our 
city, about helping the most 
vulnerable. Her commitment 
to it was contagious and in-
spiring. She was devoted to 
our city’s wellbeing.”

King is survived by her 
three sisters, brother, son 
and two daughters.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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King, originally born in Fairfax County, served on numerous boards 
and commissions in the city, including the Commission on Employ-
ment and the Alexandria Historical Resources Commission.

 In addition to being 
fun, she was incredibly 

knowledgeable about our 
city, about helping the most 
vulnerable. Her commitment 
to it was contagious and 
inspiring. She was devoted 
to our city’s wellbeing.”

– Allison Silberberg,
former mayor

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311
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store filed a police report as 
a result, but generally Davis 
said that’s as far as it goes. 

“We did contact the Al-
exandria police and they did 
come right away, so that’s 
good,” Davis said. “But 
they’re not always good at 
following up, even if we send 
them the video [because] 
they can’t really do anything. 
[The thief] has to be in the 
store at the time – other than 
that they just take a report.” 

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Bryan Porter said that his 
department can prosecute 
if APD makes an arrest and 
provides enough evidence to 
move forward with a case. 

“What it really boils down 
to is a case-by-case specific 
analysis to make sure there 
is sufficient evidence to pro-
ceed, and then if there is, we 
would prosecute the case,” 
Porter said. 

It’s not just retail busi-
nesses that are on the look-
out for theft during the hol-
idays; some Alexandrians 
have been reporting residen-
tial package theft this holi-
day season, too. 

Neighbors have been post-
ing stories on the social net-
working site, Nextdoor, in-
cluding one user, who posted 
security camera footage last 
week of a woman stealing a 
package from his home in the 
Colecroft neighborhood. The 
resident said he filed a police 
report in response. 

A West End resident was 
arrested in October for six 
petit larceny incidents of 
stealing packages from the 
porches of Old Town homes. 
Some of the stolen mer-
chandise included $393.17 
worth of electrical lighting 
fixtures, a $250 sleep apnea 
machine and $74 worth of 
delivered food. The 56-year-
old suspect goes to court on 
Dec. 20. 

Package thefts in the city 
from doorsteps and front 
porches during the day usu-
ally increase between Octo-

ber and January, often due 
to the sheer number of items 
being delivered, according to 
APD. 

“Package thefts are on the 
rise around the holidays, as 
more people are receiving 
packages,” Officer Marcel 
Bassett, APD’s public infor-
mation officer, said. 

This type of theft also ap-
pears to be a national trend, 
particularly around the hol-
idays. According to a 2021 
Package Theft Statistic Re-
port conducted by C & R 
Research, 60% of those sur-
veyed said they know some-
one who had a package sto-
len during the holidays. Of 
the 23% who said they had 
a package stolen, 30% said 
they had a package stolen 
more than once. 

Comparatively, in 2020, 
43% said they had a pack-
age stolen and 61% said they 
knew someone who had a 
package stolen. 

To mitigate package 
theft, APD suggests encour-
aging family and neighbors 
to pick up packages as soon 
as possible after they are de-
livered. The department also 
suggests tracking packag-
es and being present at the 
time of delivery, if possible. 
Many mail carriers, such as 
FedEx, UPS, USPS and DHl, 
allow shipment tracking on-
line.  

Finally, APD suggests 
asking a neighbor to pick up 
mail if being present is not an 
option. Additionally, the U.S. 
Postal Service can hold mail 
for those traveling during the 
holiday season. 

Porter said that in his ex-
perience, larcenies tend to 
increase around the holidays. 
He also noted that the recent 
proliferation of security cam-
eras over the past few years is 
both a proactive and reactive 
measure. 

“I think they can be a de-
terrent because if they’re 
prominent, people who 
might be considering theft 
realize that they’re on vid-
eo,” Porter said. “It also helps 

in investigation and prosecu-
tion if [they catch something] 
on video.”

As a general rule of 
thumb, Porter encouraged 
residents and businesses to 
remain vigilant and to call 

the police department rather 
than to intervene if they no-
tice suspicious activity. 

“This is an issue and un-
fortunately people do these 
things,” Porter said. “I would 
be alert to it, aware of it, con-

scious to keep an eye on the 
store floor during business 
hours, and be willing to call 
the police if you see theft go-
ing on or highly suspicious 
behavior.” 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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Adbel-Rahman Elnoubi
Ashley Simpson Baird
Christopher Harris
Jacinta Greene
Kelly Carmichael Booz
Meagan L. Alderton
Michelle Rief
Tammy Ignacio
Willie F. Bailey Sr.

SCHOOL BOARD 
INDUCTION 
CEREMONY

Alexandria City High School
3330 King St

January 4, 2022  
6:30pm

The following Board Members 
will be inducted:

Real people
Really Living

At Silverado our focus is on  
our resident quality of LIFE  
providing personalized  
engagement programs in  
an open and thriving  
atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with Memory Loss



14 | DECEMBER 16, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Outgoing councilors 
honored by colleagues
Del Pepper receives 
emotional send-off 
after 36 years  
of service
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The legislative meeting 
on Tuesday night was the last 
such event for three members 
of City Council: Vice Mayor 
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker and 
Councilors Del Pepper and Mo 
Seifeldein. To send them off 
in style, their colleagues hon-
ored them with a set of proc-
lamations, kind words and, 
in Pepper’s case, emotional 
goodbyes.

All three outgoing council-
ors were honored with words 
from Mayor Justin Wilson, 
a proclamation recognizing 
their achievements and words 
from their colleagues, Coun-
cilors Canek Aguirre, John 
Chapman and Amy Jackson, 
all of whom were re-elected in 
November. 

Concluding 36 years on City 
Council, Councilor Del Pepper 
received the most attention of 
the outgoing members of city 
leadership. Her colleagues paid 
tribute to her 13 terms, three of 
which she served as vice mayor 
and all of which were marked 
with a dedication to public ser-
vice that Wilson said “is quite 
honestly unmatched and will 
never be matched.”

“There are not many things 
in this city that do not show 
the imprint of Del’s leadership 
in 36 and a half years,” Wilson 
said. “… She has woken up ev-
ery single day with a passion 
for service for this communi-
ty and has left a record of ac-
complishment and service and 
persistence.”

Wilson’s reading of the 
proclamation for Pepper’s ser-
vice was interrupted by the 
town crier, Ben Fiore-Walker, 
who came into council cham-
bers shouting “Hear ye, hear 
ye,” dressed in his colonial 

garb and ready to read a few 
words in Pepper’s honor. After 
Wilson read the proclamation, 
Pepper received a standing 
ovation from those in atten-
dance. She also received a 
video message from fellow 
Alexandrian Sen. Mark Warner 
(D-VA) thanking her for her 
service.

Several of Pepper’s council 
colleagues, including native 
Alexandrians Chapman and 
Jackson, got emotional during 
their comments to Pepper.

Chapman broke into tears 
as he described the impact 
Pepper has had not only on the 
community but his family.

“The work that you’ve done 
up here on council is not just 
votes and decisions. As you 
know, it really affects people’s 
lives,” Chapman said. “Your 
decision to continually sup-
port [the Alexandria Redevel-
opment and Housing Author-
ity] and funding for Quaker 
Hill allowed my family to live 
there. Your support for DASH 
allowed my family, when we 
didn’t have a car, to get around 
the city, allowed my sister and 
I to play in sports and partici-
pate as any other kid would in 
city activities.”

Jackson, who helped cam-
paign for Pepper as a teenager, 
also teared up as she recalled 
how Pepper served as an early 
role model. 

“Growing up here and 
having you to look up to as a 
young girl, in your position, 
was huge in the mid-80s,” 

Jackson said. “Women were 
not working in your position 
like they are now. You have 
always been a role model, and 
you will be missed.”

Chapman proposed a reso-
lution to name the building at 
4850 Mark Center Drive, which 
will serve as a consolidated 
home for the Department of 
Community and Human Ser-
vices, Neighborhood Health 
and Alexandria Health Depart-
ment, after Pepper. The resolu-
tion passed unanimously.

When honoring Seifeldein, 
the first Sudanese member 
of council and the first im-
migrant to serve on council, 
several of his fellow councilors 
called attention to Seifeldein’s 
passion for giving a voice to 
the voiceless.

“You bring that voice to so 
many of our residents in dif-
ferent parts of the city,” Chap-
man said. “We like to think of 
ourselves as a progressive city, 
but you have consistently in 
these last three years pushed 
us to make sure that is reflect-
ed in our policies.”

Bennett-Parker, the young-
est woman to serve on council, 
is set to embark on her first 
term as representative of the 
45th District in the Virginia 
House of Delegates after be-
ing elected to the position in 
November. Her colleagues ac-
knowledged that having a rep-
resentative at the state level 
who knows Alexandria’s local 
issues inside and out will be an 
asset.

“You’re fierce and a force 
and I can’t wait [to see you in 
that role]. … They don’t know 
what’s coming,” Jackson said.

The next City Council, 
which includes Wilson, Agu-
irre, Jackson and Chapman 
as well as newcomers Sarah 
Bagley, Alyia Gaskins and 
Kirk McPike, will be sworn in 
on Jan. 3.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

DEL PEPPER

If you have 
lots of 

snuggles to 
give and a lap 

in need of 
warming, 

Frankie is the 
guy for you!

fabulous frankie

Port City Profile

AT A GLANCE

Name: Tails High Inc.
Location: No dedicated facility – cats are in foster homes
Neighborhood: D.C. Metro area
Year opened: 2009
Type of nonprofit: Cage-free cat rescue and adoption organization
Hours of operation: Email anytime; adoption events held at 
multiple locations 
Email: meow@tailshigh.org
Phone: 703-819-5240
Website: www.tailshigh.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tailshigh
Instagram: www.instagram.com/tailshigh

             

TaTails High rescues abandoned 
and homeless cats and kittens 
and prepares them for adoption 
into permanent homes. We are an 
all-volunteer foster home-based 
501(c)(3) non-profit group.
   The nonprofit is always accept-
ing applications from volunteers 
who want to help.
   There are many ways to do just 
that; from fundraising to helping 
at adoption events.
   If you’re at least 18 and want to 
work with the cats, you can apply 
to become a feeder/caregiver in 
Annandale.

   Since Tails High’s cats and 
kittens live in foster homes while 
waiting for their perfect, perma-
nent family, foster parent applica-
tions are accepted year-round.
   If you are not yet 18 but want 
to spend time with the cats, you 
must have a parent or guardians 
attend with you. You can also help 
set up adoption events and help to 
clean the cages after the cats have 
gone to the adoption event.
   Tails High participates in the 
annual Combined Federal Cam-
paign fundraising drive. Their CFC 
number is 23910. Please consider 
including Tails High for a portion 
of your CFC or year-end donation.
   Tails High offers community 
outreach and temporary custody. 
Special needs cats are considered.

TAILS HIGH



Last second gift ideas for the holiday straggler
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Life can get busy, and 
sometimes that means the 
holiday shopping you wanted 
to do weeks ago is still on your 
to-do list. Luckily, the Alexan-
dria Times is here to help with 
a gift guide all about those 
last-second gift purchases 
and stocking stuffer shopping 
trips.

From DIY at-home kits to 
some of 2021’s best books and 
presents for your furry friends, 
there are plenty of ways to 
check off those remaining 
items on your shopping list, all 
while shopping locally. And if 
you decide to go the gift card 
route, many of your favorite 
Alexandria restaurants are of-
fering something special this 
holiday season.

Hit the road, go online and 
get ready to cross off those last 
few items on your list with the 
Times’ final gift guide of the 
season.

Local restaurant gift 
cards

Gift cards are a classic 
last-minute gift, but they 
don’t have to be for big box 
retailers or chain restaurants. 
Restaurants across Alexandria 
are offering physical or digital 
gift cards this season that will 
both satisfy your hunger and 
support local business.

From Old Town favorites, 
like Landini Brothers, Union 
Street Public House and Haute 
Dogs and Fries, to Del Ray hot 
spots, including Del Ray Café 
and Spike Kraft Indian Bistro, 
and West End up and comers 
like Taqueria Picoso, you can 

find a gift card for any appe-
tite.

For the spice lovers in your 
life, Dishes of India, located 
at 1510-A Belleview Boule-
vard, has e-gift cards avail-
able for any amount between 
$10 and $500 at https://www.

toasttab.com/tandoor-india-
inc-1510a-belleview-blvd/
giftcards.

E-gift cards are also avail-

able at Lena’s Wood-Fired Piz-
za & Tap, Del Ray pizzeria lo-
cated at 401 E. Braddock Road, 
for between $5 to $1,000. Visit 
https://www.toasttab.com/
lenas-wood-fired-pizza-tap/
giftcards to pick up a gift card, 
personalize your message and 

give the gift of pizza for the 
holidays.

Other local eateries are of-
fering special gift card deals 

for the holidays. Alexandria 
Restaurant Partners, the 
restaurant group behind lo-
cal favorites like The Majestic 
and Mia’s Italian Kitchen, is 
giving bonus $20 gift cards on 
every $100 gift card purchase 

between now and Jan. 1. Gift 
cards can be purchased for any 
amount between $5 and $500 
at https://www.toasttab.com/
arp-gift-cards/giftcards. They 

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA RESTAURANT PARTNERS
Many of Alexandria’s restaurants have physical or digital gift cards 
available during the holiday season.
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

are usable at any of ARP’s 
restaurants, including Theis-
mann’s; The Majestic; Vola’s 
Dockside Grill; Mia’s Italian 
Kitchen; Ada’s on the River 

and Barca Pier and Wine Bar.

AR Workshop
Every family has a maker or 

a crafter, someone who would 
rather build their own orna-
ments and advent calendar 

than receive a gift card. In that 
case, AR Workshop, located at 
1212 King St., has you covered.

AR Workshop sells do-it-
yourself project kits and pro-
vides group classes for DIYers 
in the making. Recently, AR 

Workshop released its line 
of holiday DIY to go kits that 
should easily satisfy the craft-
ers in your life.

Select from a variety of fes-
tive DIY projects, ranging from 
a wooden holiday countdown 
calendar, priced at $65, and 
a winter wood block village, 
priced at $49, to a create-your-
own ornament set, $45, and 
holiday porch sign, $94.50. 
Visit https://www.arwork-
shop.com/alexandria/#DIY_
TO_GO for AR Workshop’s se-
lection of festive kits.

These maker gift packs in-
clude all the materials need-
ed to DIY during the holiday 
season: stencils, wood and 
canvas, paint, a paint mixing 
guide, brushes and instruc-
tions. DIY to go kits are avail-
able for curbside pickup or 
delivery.

For pets and pet lovers
Alexandria is known for 

a lot of things, including its 
history, waterfront and restau-
rants, but one thing that’s im-
possible to ignore about the 
Port City is just how much 
people love their pets here. On 
a warm summer day, you’re 
likely to find just as many dogs 

as people walking the streets 
of Old Town or Del Ray.

So, when you’re on your 
last-second shopping spree, 
don’t forget your furry friends. 

The Dog Store, located at 
2301 Mt. Vernon Ave. and run 
by Your Dog’s Best Friend, 
makes shopping for dogs and 
dog lovers easy with its wide 
selection of treats, toys and 
equipment for dogs. If the pup 
in your life has been nice, not 
naughty, this year, consider 
browsing The Dog Store’s raw 
bar, which has enough bones 
and wings to get any dog sal-
ivating. Give your pup their 
own turkey dinner with the 
bestselling turkey wing, go 
traditional with bones or get 
wild with dried turkey and 
chicken heads. Prices vary but 
start at $4.

Santa’s not the only one 
who should get to eat cookies. 
Find a selection of gourmet 
dog treats and cookies at Your 
Dog’s Best Friend, decorat-
ed with festive frosting, from 
Bosch and Roxy’s starting at 
$8. Or shop The Dog Store’s 
own homemade selection of 
festive treats.
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PHOTO/AR WORKSHOP
A custom holiday coat rack kit is just one DIY to-go kits that AR Work-
shop is selling this winter.

BUCHE DE NOEL (SERVES 12 )

CHOCOLATE TRUFFLES

DECORATED GINGERBREAD
SANTA FACE COOKIE

ALPINE GINGER VILLA

PUMPKIN OR CRANBERRY CHEESECAKE 7’’

PUMPKING OR CRANBERRY CHEESECAKE 9’’

PUMPKIN PIE

MINCEMEAT PIE

LEMON MERINGUE PIE

APPLE PIE

Christmas Dessert Menu 2021
PECAN PIE

APPLE TART WITH WALNUTS AND 
CRANBERRIES

MINI FRENCH PASTRIES

SPICED MIXED NUTS

STOLLEN

PFEFFERNUS/LEBKUCHEN

SILVER OR GOLD GIFT PACKAGE CAKE

RED OR GREEN GIFT PACKAGE CAKE

ONE POUND COOKIE BOX

INDIVIDUAL BUCHE DE NOEL

Alexandria Pastry & Catering
3690 H & I King Street, Alexandria 22302

To place an order, please call 703 578-4144
Or email catering@alexandriapastry.com

BACON-WRAPPED SHRIMP (50 PIECES)
VEGGIE CRUDITE’  ( SERVES 20 ) (GF) (V)

FRUIT DISPLAY ( SERVES 20 ) (GF) (V)
CHEESE DISPLAY ( SERVES 20 )

MINI CHESAPEAKE CRAB CAKES (60 PIECES)
GRILLED  TENDERLOIN OF BEEF (SERVES 20)

HAWKES BAY LAMB POPS ( 70 PIECES )
BONELESS CHICKEN BITES ( 100 PIECES )

HAWAIIAN HOLIDAY SALMON ( SERVES 25 )
VIRGINIA STYLE HOLIDAY HAM ( SERVES 30 )

ALEXANDRIA
PASTRY & CATERING

Christmas 2021 Dinners & Platters

Deadline to order: Dec 20
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You might also consider 
one of The Dog Store’s holi-
day-themed toys as a reward. 
Toys come in a variety of 
shapes and sizes, including a 
plush, dark blue snowflake, 
tug-of-war ready reindeer and 
“Dear Santa” fluffy red bone. 
Prices range from $9 to $16.

When browsing for last-sec-
ond gifts don’t forget about the 
pet owners in your life either. 
Owning a dog is both reward-
ing and a lot of work, and a Pet 
House candle, priced at $22, is 
one way to relieve the discom-
fort of the less rewarding parts 
of the dog life. Candles come 
in a variety of scents, including 
evergreen forest, blackberry 
tea, wildflowers and fireside, 
and are all designed to get rid 
of, or at least cover up, that 
familiar dog odor. Visit http://
www.thedogstore.com/ for 
more information.

If you know someone who 
is not quite ready to accept a 
four-legged friend into their 
lives, consider buying them a 
gift card to Mount Purrnon, Al-

exandria’s first cat café. Locat-
ed at 109 S. Alfred St., Mount 
Purrnon offers customers the 
opportunity to support cats in 
need of a home, all while enjoy-
ing some wine and light bites. 

The felines at Mount Purrnon 
are brought in from local shel-
ters and are adoptable.

“It’s a good holiday break 
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The Dog Store sells a variety of festive treats for pups.
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PHOTO/MOUNT PURRNON
The cats at Mount Purrnon, Alexandria’s only cat cafe and wine bar, 
come from local shelters and are all adoptable.

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

Where you can find the 
perfect abstract painting 
for your home & the perfect 
bottle of wine for your life!

We have one of a kind
gift baskets too!

108 N. Patrick Street, 
Alexandria Va
winegallery108.com

Fontaine ‘To Go’ Coffee Shop (2 doors right)  
7 am to 2:30 pm daily -- Coffee, croissants, locally made pastries & more!
Check out our market bags, gift certificates & more 

for the perfect “one size fits all” gift!

FONTAINE Mon. - Fri. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm                             
5:30-10:00pm              
Sat. - Sun. - 9 am - 10 pm

Dine in, try curbside take out or local delivery  
www.fontainebistro.com | 703-535-8151

Have a handcrafted holiday!
Delight in the present!
915 King Street, Old Town

Alexandria, VA 22314
703-684-1435

Silver Parrot, 113 King St.
Alexandria, VA  22314

703.549.8530

STORE CLOSING
EVERYTHING ON SALE

25-50% OFF
�ank you for 44 great years
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from the drama and the chaos 
of life,” Kristin Cowen, owner of 
Mt. Purrnon, said. “You can just 
come and have a furry cat on 
your lap or play with a cat, and 
it just makes everything better.”

Gift cards can be purchased 
at https://www.mtpurrnon-
catcafe.com/ for a custom 
amount, or you can purchase 
hourly, daily and monthly 
passes starting at $21.70 for 
an hour-long visit and going 
up to $84.80 for a monthly 
pass. Mount Purrnon also sells 
a collection of feline-themed 

merch for cat lovers, including 
candles and scarves.

Holiday sponsorships are 
also available for those who 
want to support a specific cat. 
Priced at $25, sponsorships 
help pay for the expenses of 
a cat at Mount Purrnon and 
include a painted, wooden or-
nament as well as a certificate 
and photo of the cat you’re 
supporting.

“Whether you’re buying a 
glass of wine or a t-shirt or a 
sponsorship or coming in to 
visit, it’s all going towards cats 
and saving their lives and hav-
ing them here until they get 
adopted and just helping re-
duce euthanasia,” Cowen said.

Ten Thousand Villages
Ten Thousand Villages has 

plenty of knick knacks and 
stocking stuffers, but a gift 
from this fair trade-focused 
store, located at 915 King St., 
goes beyond a last-second 
purchase. With goods pro-
duced by communities around 
the world using local mate-
rials, purchases made at Ten 
Thousand Villages are a gift 
not only for your loved ones 
but craftsmen in India, Peru 
and elsewhere.

Consider Ten Thousand 

Villages’ rejuvenating vegeta-
ble soap. Available for $6 in a 
variety of scents – from green 
tea and rose to lavender and 
sandalwood – the purchase 
goes toward providing arti-
sans in India’s Palam Rural 
Centre with housing, water, 
medical assistance and edu-
cation.

Introduce your children to 
ethical gift giving with Fair 
Friends, a selection of cotton, 
fair trade stuffed animals. 
Each stuffed animal, priced 
at $16, is made by women ar-
tisans in India and includes a 
customizable adoption card 
that tells a little more about 
who made your child’s new fa-
vorite toy.

For something a little more 
seasonal, the Andes Kids cup 
cozies are a bestseller. Priced 
at $13 and handknitted in 
Peru and Bolivia, these cozies 
will keep your drink – and 
heart – warm throughout the 
winter.

Mr. Ellie Pooh’s note-
books take ethical consump-
tion to a more creative place. 
These notebooks, which 
come in a small and large 
size for $9 and $17 respec-
tively, are made from a mix 
of Sri Lankan elephant waste 

and recycled paper and pay 
homage to the hardworking 
elephants of Sri Lanka on 
their covers.

Visit www.tenthousandvil-
lages.com/alexandria for more 
information.

Sonoma Cellar
Sonoma Cellar takes the 

festive phrase “Drink and be 
merry” seriously. Member-
ships to the local restaurant 
and wine vendor’s monthly 
wine club are the perfect gift 
for wine drinkers, whether 
they are a connoisseur or 
not.

According to Sonoma Cel-
lar CEO Elizabeth Myllen-
beck, customers often sign up 
their loved ones for a couple 
months of the wine club in 
order to gain access to a spe-
cial selection of wines from 
around the world.

“We scour the wines of the 
world to just come up with the 
most fun, interesting, deli-
cious, good, high quality wines 
that we can find,” Myllenbeck 
said. “That’s our quest. We 
have a monthly quest to find 
some great wines for our wine 
club members that they’re re-

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Andes Kids’ cup cozies at Ten Thousand Villages are handmade in Peru and Bolivia.
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Le Refuge
ns  

 

Now accepting reservations for 
seatings at:

Christmas Eve 4:30, 6:30 & 8:30
3 course menu

New Year’s Eve 5:00, 7:00 and 9:00 

4 course menu with a glass  

of champagne

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

 
 

New menu, 
new chef, 

new hours, 
family friendly. 

 
 

 

Take a shopping
 break & call in

at Kaizen for
excellent cuisine!

1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray
703.836.1212 • www.kaizentavern.com

New: Party Platters!
Open every day
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ally going to enjoy.”
Every month, Myllenbeck 

and her staff find six wines 
that are available exclusively to 
wine club members. The club 
is set up in three tiers: crew, 
captain and master. At the 
crew level, members pay $60 
per month and choose two of 
the six wines available for the 
month. Captain level members 
pay $120 per month and get ac-
cess to four wines, and master 
level members get all six wines 
per month for $180. 

All members, regardless of 
their level, are able to attend 
monthly wine soirees at Sono-
ma Cellar, located at 207 King 
St. Soirees take place the first 
Sunday and Monday of the 
month and give members the 
opportunity to sample all the 
wines available that month. 
Members can also get five bot-
tles at a discounted price at 
the soirees. 

For Myllenbeck, the soi-
rees and wine club are not just 
about the wine; they are about 
building a sense of community.

“It creates a sense of ca-
maraderie,” Myllenbeck said. 
“There are some really great 
friendships that have been 

created as a result of the wine 
club. People have been in the 
wine club with us for years.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Mr. Ellie Pooh’s notebooks at Ten Thousand Villages are made out 
of Sri Lankan elephant waste and recycled paper and come in a few 
sizes.

@torpedofactory • #artsALX

WEEKEND 1

December 6th

through

December 8th

WEEKEND 2

December 13th

through

December 15th

WEEKEND 3

December 20th

through

December 22nd

DEL RAY ARTISANS
HOLIDAY MARKET

2020

 
  

JOIN US
December  

4-6
December 

11-13
December 

18-20

Friday 
 6-9  pm

Saturday and 
Sund ay

11 am-6 pm

Covid 19 
procedures 

in place

Different Artists Each Weekend
Del Ray Artisans Gallery
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria
DelRayArtisans.org/holiday-market-2020

Del Ray Artisans Holiday Market offers unique 
handmade fine arts and crafts from local artists.

Different artists each weekend!
DelRayArtisans.org/event/holiday-market-2021

First three 
weekends in 
December:

Dec 3-5
Dec 10-12
Dec 17-19

Fri 6-9pm
Sat 11am-6pm
Sun 11am-6pm

2021

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Make holiday dining 
with family & friends 
even better with our 

party platters.

The perfect gift:
A gift certificate with 
$55 for $50 & $120  

for $100.

Gift giving made easy with fresh flowers

�������������������������������������

�	�������				����������������������������
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

City hires labor 
relations staff

The city announced 
the appointment of 
two labor relations 
positions, Chief La-
bor Relations Officer 
Kevin Stokes and La-
bor Relations Admin-
istrator Sean Rogers, 
to oversee implemen-
tation of Alexandria’s 
collective bargain-
ing ordinance, which 
council adopted in 
April, according to a 
news release.

Stokes will act as 
the liaison to all de-
partments regarding 
the collective bargain-
ing process and imple-
mentation of its agree-
ments. He spent six 
years with D.C.’s Office 

of Labor Relations and 
Collective Bargaining 
where he represented 
agencies in collective 
bargaining and advised 
them on labor rela-
tions.

Rogers has exclu-
sively practiced dis-
pute resolution since 
2003. Previously, he 
worked as the director 
of planning and policy 
division in the Office of 
Human Resources for 
Montgomery County, 
Maryland and the In-
ternal Revenue Service 
as the chief negotiator 
for collective bargain-
ing and impasse reso-
lution. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Classical Movements owner 
recognized by Musical America

Neeta Helms, the president 
of Classical Movements in Old 
Town, was named one of Musical 
America’s top 30 professionals of 
2021, according to a news release.

Classical Movements orga-
nizes tours of classical music 
ensembles around the world. 
In 2020, with concerts can-
celled or put on hold due to 
the pandemic, Classical Move-
ments shifted gears and start-
ed hosting outdoor concerts in 
the “secret garden” behind its 
Old Town headquarters at 711 
Princess St. The first entry in 
the concert series, which took 
place in June 2020, was the first 
live classical music concert 
since the start of the pandemic. 
The concerts remain a huge hit 
with residents and local clas-
sical music fans and regularly 

feature musicians from re-
nowned national symphonies.

Helms also oversaw other 
pandemic-era projects, includ-
ing virtual music education 
programs, a live streamed con-

cert of India and a cross-coun-
try celebration of President Joe 
Biden and Vice President Ka-
mala Harris’ inauguration.

Helms was recognized as 
part of a special report from 
Musical America, one of the 
country’s oldest classical mu-
sic magazines, titled “The Pan-
demic: Meeting the Moment.” 
This year’s report honored 
those “whose heroic efforts 
have helped to sustain the per-
forming arts during one of the 
most difficult and often tragic 
times in modern history — the 
pandemic.” Helms was named 
alongside acclaimed musicians 
such as Jennifer Koh and the 
leaders behind the San Diego 
Symphony and Seattle Opera, 
according to the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Neeta Helms

Irresistible belly laughs over shared meals with friends. 
The thrill of visiting faraway lands with virtual reality. 
Sharing your passions and discovering new interests.

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
REHABILITATION & SKILLED NURSING

5100 Fillmore Avenue • Alexandria, VA 22311 
washingtonhouse.watermarkcommunities.com

Scan with phone camera, or visit  
wrcsenses.com/washingtonhouse.

Love your selfies.  
Here’s one from us! 
XO, Grandma

Schedule your private tour.  
Call 703-291-0188 today.



TimesLivinq
The art of safe falling
A harmful tumble  
does not need to  
be an inevitable  
part of aging
BY DENNIS JINNOHARA

Falls are the leading 
cause of injuries for older 
Americans. Falls generate 
enormous economic and 
personal costs and threat-
en seniors’ safety and inde-
pendence. Awareness and 
lifestyle adjustments can re-
duce the number of falls and 
the potential for significant 
injury.

Learning how to fall safe-
ly is important for older 
adults. Safe falling means 
falling to protect your head 
from injury or to prevent 
or reduce significant injury 
such as broken hips, pelvis, 
arms or shoulder. Falling is 
not an inevitable result of 
aging.

However, consider a few 
importation statistics: one 
in three seniors will fall each 
year. One out of five falls will 
result in a serious injury such 
as broken bones or a head 
injury. Every 11 seconds a se-
nior is seen in an emergency 
room for a fall-related injury. 
Every 19 minutes a senior 
will die from a fall.

More than 2.8 million 

fall injuries are treated in 
emergency rooms annually, 
including more than 800,000 
hospitalizations. In 2018, 
The National Center for 
Health Statistics reported 
67,961 unintentional inju-
ry deaths among seniors in 
the U.S. More than 52%, or 
34,097, of those deaths were 
fall-related. Motor vehicle 

related deaths accounted for 
the second most with 15%, 
or 10,327.

The safest fall is the fall 
that never happens. To reduce 
the risk of falling, our pre-
vention formula is all about 
learning the ABCs: aware-
ness, balance and control.

Awareness 

Be aware of your envi-
ronment and what you are 
doing. Scan for potential 
hazards and avoid them. Be 
aware and focus when walk-
ing, and make sure to lift 
your legs as you walk. De-
velop a different mindset by 
walking heel to toe, landing 
on your heel and pushing off 
with your toes.

Balance 
Train your brain and your 

body to get better balance. Take 
classes that can improve your 
balance such as tai chi, balance 
exercises, yoga, strength train-
ing, flexibility training and core 
training. If you have a min-
ute in the day, practice simple 
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Reduce the risk of falling by focusing on your awareness, balance and control.
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balance movements while you 
have the time.

Control
Control your environment 

to ensure safety. Take the 
safer path even if it takes lon-
ger and use handrails wher-

ever available. If you have 
not added handrails in your 
home, consider doing so.

Remove anything that 
can lead to tripping or fall-
ing, including loose rugs and 
items that block mobility in 
hallways or on the floor.

If or when you do fall, 
here are some tips to fall 

safely.
• Do not brace with your 

hands. Control the fall; don’t 
let the fall control you.

• Put your hands up to 
protect your face.

• Lower your hips, getting 
as close to the ground as 
possible.

• Reach for the ground 

with one hand extended in 
front of the other and your 
head tucked in or chin pulled 
to your chest.

• Extend your arms and 
slide forward, lowering your 
hip and rotating.

• Contact the ground with 
the side of your calf, thigh 
and then buttocks to the 

ground, and turn.

The writer is a Northern 
Virginia-trained instructor at 

Kupuna Aikido, a 501(c)(3) 
tax exempt nonprofit orga-

nization incorporated in the 
State of Hawaii. Additional 
information is available at 

www.kupunaaikido.org.
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Working on balance through various exercises can help prevent falls.

Does My Senior Loved One Need In-Home Care?

Are You Noticing 
Any of These Signs? 
Vagueness in answers to questions 
around recent doctor appointments, 
preparing meals, etc.

Expired medication bottles

Untidy Living Space 

 

Declining Personal Grooming 
and Hygiene  

Spoiled Food in Refrigerator 

Confusion and Forgetfulness

 

 

Declining Driving Skills  

Frailty and Unsteadiness  

Unopened Mail Piling Up  

When visiting older loved ones and friends 
this holiday season, you may see signs of 
them needing extra assistance.

These signs are often misinterpreted as
a normal side effect of aging, but that’s not
always the case.

If you are unsure what amount of in-home 
care a senior friend or family member 
might need,  Griswold Home Care can help 
with a range of customizable care options.

For more information, please visit 
www.griswoldhomecare.com/nova-east/ 
or call us at 703-739-2273



’Tis the season for poinsettias
Tips for making this 
iconic festive planet 
shine through the 
season
BY BRANDPOINT

Few plants are as icon-
ic as the poinsettia. The 
eye-catching blooms are a 
holiday tradition around the 
world. But the blooms aren’t 
a flower at all; they’re actual-
ly the leaves, or bracts, of the 
plant. Poinsettia are native to 
Central America, and in 1825, 
those stunning red leaves 
captured the attention of the 
United States’ ambassador to 
Mexico. A century later, the 
poinsettia was brought to 
market as a Christmas season 
plant in the U.S.

Today, red is still the 
most popular color, mak-
ing up about 80% of all the 
poinsettias grown. Breeders 
around the world are de-
veloping new varieties that 
offer more color choices 
for holiday décor. Shoppers 
can choose from brilliant 
whites, deep burgundy hues, 
sparkling pinks and a num-
ber of other specialty colors.

“Breeders are also en-
hancing features that make 
the plants more enjoyable 
for everyone,” Diane Blazek, 
executive director of Na-
tional Garden Bureau, said. 
“They’re developing variet-
ies that bloom earlier, have 
longer-lasting blooms and 
unique bract shapes.” 

Here are a few expert tips 
for choosing, displaying and 
caring for this holiday plant.

Choosing your poin-
settia

There are a few things to 
look for when choosing your 
poinsettia. 

“Make sure that the small 
yellow flowers in the center 
of the bracts … are fresh and 
not turning brown,” Matt 
Blanchard, product manag-

er with Syngenta Flowers, a 
wholesale flower store, said. 

Poinsettias with wither-
ing or missing center flow-
ers are past their prime.

Next, be sure both the 
leaves and the bracts look 
healthy. Examine the lower 
foliage and make sure you 
have green, healthy leaves. 
Make sure you don’t have 
any droopy leaves, as that 
might indicate the plant is 
not well-hydrated.

Don’t overwater
Experts agree overwa-

tering is the most common 
problem when it comes to 
poinsettia care. Typically, 
poinsettia only needs to be 

watered every five to sev-
en days. If you pick up your 
pot and it feels light, then it 
needs to be watered.

The decorative pot covers 
in which most varieties are 
packaged  can add to the prob-
lem. They can hold too much 
water, something poinsettias 
do not like. Experts recom-
mend punching holes in the 
bottom of those covers and 
adding a saucer. Be sure to 
empty the saucer so the plant 
is not standing in excess water.

Pairing poinsettias

Beautiful all on their 
own, poinsettias are also a 
natural for pairing with oth-
er holiday plants. 

“During the holiday sea-
son there is no better way 
to bring natural color into 
your décor,” Delilah On-
ofrey, marketing director 
of Suntory Flowers, said. 
“Mix them in dish gardens 
with other greenery such 
as ferns and other foliage 
plants. Pair them with oth-
er blooming plants such as 
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Although red is still the most popular color for poinsettias, these 
iconic, festive plants are also available in a variety of colors.
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Typically, 
poinsettia 

only needs to 
be watered 
every five to 
seven days.”

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Thinking of sprucing up your home’s 
interior this year? 

Call us for a FREE estimate, and take 
advantage of our winter discount for 
interior painting performed between 

January and February 2022! 

(Don’t delay! Our calendar is filling up fast!) 
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cyclamen and orchids. Or, 
have several of the same 
color in decorative pots for 
a tablescape.”

Poinsettias are not 
poisonous

It is a common belief 
that poinsettia plants are 
poisonous, but the fact is, 
they’re not. An Ohio State 
University study conduct-
ed in 1971 debunked this 
myth. Poinsettia leaves eat-
en even in large quantities 
are only mildly toxic for 
people and pets, and Fido 
would at worst suffer from 
minor nausea if he ate a few, 
according to the American 
Kennel Club. 

Saving the plant for 
next season

In most areas of the coun-
ty, poinsettias are considered 
houseplants. They cannot 
tolerate temperatures below 
50 degrees Fahrenheit. If you 
live in a warmer, more trop-
ical climate, you can plant 
your poinsettia outside. But 
experts agree it is tough to 
get them to look as good as 
they do when you purchase 
them from a garden center. 
Many people tend to throw 
their poinsettia away at the 
end of the season and buy a 
new one the next year. 

There really is something 
for everyone when it comes 
to poinsettia. Which one 
will you choose to brighten 
your holidays? 
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Poinsettias make a great host or hostess gift during the holiday season.

AT A GLANCE
Address: 
601 N Fairfax Street #214
Alexandria, 22314
Neighborhood: The 
Oronoco Condominium
Price: $1,495,000
Square footage: 1825
Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 2.5
Year built: 2014
Contact:
Heather Corey
703-989-1183
hcorey@ttrsir.com
TTR Sotheby’s International
Realty, Old Town
ttrsir.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

Residence 214 imme-
diately calms the mind 
with sleek modern f in-
ishes, 12-foot ceilings 
and walls of windows 
overlooking a private 
garden. 

A light-filled open 
living area with wet bar 
and gas f ireplace can 

entertain a crowd or 
provide space for a qui-
et evening at home. The 
800-square foot terrace 
with two patios is per-
fect for playing with 
the dog, gardening, and 
dining al fresco. 

At the end of the day, 
retire to the bedroom 

suite with a spa-like 
bath, two walk-in clos-
ets and its own terrace 
access. A second bed-
room doubles as an of-
fice or library. 

This residence also 
offers practical con-
veniences,  including 
an over-sized laundry 

room, window blinds, 
plenty of kitchen stor-
age, recessed lighting, 
two full-size garage 
spaces and a large stor-
age room. Amenities 
include 24-hour con-
cierge service with se-
curity, a meeting room, 
playroom, pool, f itness 

center, storage rooms, 
bike storage and dog 
wash station. Located 
on the Potomac River 
waterfront, this unit 
allows for easy access 
to most of what the 
DMV has to offer.

Left: The main living area is open and light-filled.
Center:  The living area has a wet bar and gas fireplace that make the space well-suited for entertaining.
Right: The residence has access to the outdoors with two patios.

Urban sophistication at The Oronoco

PHOTOS/ SEAN SHANAHAN PHOTOGRAPHY

Run in Nov and Dec 2021 

We’re booking interior painting projects for Jan/Feb 2022! 
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and ask about our 

W i n t e r  D i s c o u n t!  
703-684-7702 

ASK ABOUT 
OUR WINTER 

DISCOUNT! 
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DECEMBER 16

UGLY SWEATER AND UNFINISHED SWEATER PARTY 
Wear your ugliest holiday sweater or a sweater that 
you have yet to finish and join fibre space for its 
annual holiday party. Enjoy sweet treats from Killa 
Cakes. Every purchase over $50 will receive a gift. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: 1319 Prince St. 
Information: https://www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/ugly-sweater-%26-unfinished-sweater-par-
ty/18484/

DECEMBER 17

ASO PRESENTS: HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS The 
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra brings back the joy 
of live music in this two-night event. ASO will accom-
pany dancers from BalletNova with selections from 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker. The concert will be inter-
spersed with selections from Ellington’s Nutcracker 
Suite and holiday carols. The concert will be present-
ed with no intermission. Masks are required and all 
attendees must be vaccinated. 
Time: 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Location: 4915 East Campus Drive
Information: https://alexsym.org/performance/
home-for-the-holidays/

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS AT MOUNT VERNON 
Enjoy an evening of wintry lights and fireworks cho-
reographed to holiday music. George Washington’s 
estate will be covered in ambient holiday illumina-
tions and feature colonial artisans demonstrating 
how to make 18th-century drinking chocolate. 
Time: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
Information: https://www.mountvernon.org/plan-
your-visit/calendar/events/christmas-illumina-
tions-at-mount-vernon/

GUIDED MEDITATION: GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS 
PAST Mount Purrnon Cat Cafe and Wine Bar will 
host a guided meditation on the healing practice of 
self-forgiveness. 
Time: TBD
Location: 109 S. Alfred St. 
Information: https://www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/guided-meditation%3a-ghosts-of-christ-
mas-past/18485/

DECEMBER 18

CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS AT CARLYLE HOUSE Discov-
er how Christmas was celebrated when the Green 
family lived at Carlyle House and the Mansion House 
Hotel was being used as a Civil War hospital. Tours 
will be offered of the first floor with timed entry on 
the hour and half hour. All participants must be reg-
istered. 
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St. 
https://www.novaparks.com/parks/car-
lyle-house-historic-park/events/civil-war-christmas-
at-carlyle-house

FRIENDSHIP FIREHOUSE MUSEUM SPECIAL OPEN 
HOURS Learn about the Friendship Fire Company’s 
fire fighting procedures and equipment and the dif-
ferent roles the organization played in serving the 
community during special open hours. Families with 
young children will be given take-home kits, includ-
ing a fire helmet and activities. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: 107 S Alfred St. 
Information: https://shop.alexandriava.gov/Event-
Purchase.aspx

COUPLES RING MAKING CLASS Spend the af-
ternoon in a professional jewelry studio making a 
textured or hammered band ring for yourself or a 
significant other. Guests will texture, bend, hammer 
and solder silver to create a unique ring. This class 
registration includes two people with all materials 
supplied. All levels welcome. Maximum six students. 
Time: 4 to 7 p.m.
Location: 1112 King St. 
Information: https://www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/couples-ring-making-class/18479/

SANTA STAMPEDE HOLIDAY BAR CRAWL Santa 
Stampede is the Carlyle neighborhood’s holiday sea-
son bar crawl. This year, participating restaurants 
include Whiskey & Oyster, Sweet Fire Donna’s, Tequi-
la & Taco, Lost Boy Cider & Theismann’s Restaurant. 
Get ready for all-day festive drink cocktails, signature 
party favors, holiday outfit contests, photos, give-
aways and more. Collect a stamp at each participat-
ing bar and get entered to win various prizes at each 
restaurant. 
Time: All day
Location: Carlyle
Information: https://www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/santa-stampede-holiday-bar-crawl!/18454/

DECEMBER 19

GOODWIN HOUSE STRONGERMEMORY PROGRAM 
Help stimulate your brain’s prefrontal cortex through 
the StrongerMemory program. The program encour-
ages participants to spend just 20 to 30 minutes a 
day reading out loud, writing or journaling and quick-
ly completing math problems in order to improve 
memory. 
Time: 3 to 4 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://www.goodwinhouse.org/stron-
ger-memory/

DECEMBER 21

MUSEUM SHOPPING EVENINGS AT CARLYLE HOUSE 
Enjoy shopping small and local at the Carlyle House 
for many holiday gifts, from an assortment of Virgin-
ia made ornaments to soaps available for purchase. 
Time: 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: https://www.visitalexandriava.
com/event/museum-shopping-evenings-at-car-
lyle-house/18394/

DECEMBER 24

WATERSKIING SANTA Gather along the Potomac River 
waterfront for a show by Waterskiing Santa and his 
merry crew. This 26th annual D.C.-area Christmas Eve 
event can also be viewed from the Alexandria City Ma-
rina, Founders Park and Point Lumley Park. 
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: 1 King St. 
Information: https://www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/waterskiing-santa/7229/

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA AT ARP RESTARAUNTS 
Celebrate the holidays with Alexandria Restaurant 
Partners’ much anticipated event, which includes a 
breakfast menu, Prosecco Bellinis, takeaway treats 
and a family photo with Santa Claus. This last Break-
fast with Santa event will be held at Ada’s on the 
River, Mia’s Italian Kitchen and Theismann’s Restau-
rant. 
Time: 8 to 10 a.m.
Location: Varies
Information: https://www.visitalexandriava.
com/event/breakfast-with-santa-at-arp-re-
staraunts/18457/

DECEMBER 26

DYKE MARSH SUNDAY MORNING BIRDWALK 
Friends of Dyke Marsh organizers lead bird walks ev-
ery Sunday morning. Meet in the south parking lot of 
the Belle Haven picnic area. Walks are led by experi-
enced birders and everyone is welcome to join.
Time: 8 a.m.
Location: 6401 George Washington Memorial Parkway
Information: NA

DECEMBER 31

MAKE A SHIP’S BISCUIT Make your own ship’s bis-
cuit ornament to commemorate the discovery of the 
recent discovery of a nearly complete 18th century 
ship’s biscuit in Alexandria. Each ornament will be 
stamped with the year and then baked at home to 
track its preservation. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 105 N. Union St.
Information: https://apps.alexandriava.gov/Calen-
dar/Detail.aspx?si=38393

OLDE YEAR’S DAY Stop by the Torpedo Factory with 
the whole family to celebrate the close of 2021 with 
hands-on activities, visits with artists working in 
their studios and inspiration for 2022. 
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: 105 North Union St. 
Information: https://www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/olde-years-day/15804/

FIRST NIGHT ALEXANDRIA Experience the 27th an-
nual New Year’s Eve festival live music. Performanc-
es will occur throughout the day and into the evening 
for kids, teens, adults and seniors. New events 
include a kick-off at Market Square and a “Battle of 
the Buskers,” leading up to the midnight countdown 
and fireworks finale over the Potomac River.
Time: Noon to 12 a.m.
Location: Varies 
Information: https://www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/27th-annual-first-night-alexandria/18415/

VELVET & RYE’S ROARING NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH 
The Loft at Lena’s will transform into the backdrop for 
a glamorous New Year’s Eve party, complete with live 
music, three course menu with wine pairing, champagne 
toast at midnight and bottle of Lena’s Champagne to go. 
Time: 9 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.
Location: 401 E Braddock Rd. 
Information: https://www.theloftatlenas.com/nye

JANUARY 8 

ICE & LIGHTS: THE WINTER VILLAGE AT CAMERON 
RUN Glide through a waterpark that is transformed 
into a winter wonderland with photo ops, an ice rink, 
music and food. Ice skating costs $14 but is free for 
ages 2 and under. The winter village is open on Sat-
urdays and Sundays through February. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: 4001 Eisenhower Ave.
Information: https://www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/ice-%26-lights%3a-the-winter-village-at-camer-
on-run/15783/

STORYTIME WITH YOUNG HISTORIANS Enjoy this 
Martin Luther King Jr. themed storytelling event pre-
sented by the Alexandria Black History Museum. Ac-
tivity kits are available at Beatley Central Library. The 
event is geared for ages 4 to 8, but all are welcome. 
Time: 10 to 10:30 a.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://apps.alexandriava.gov/Calen-
dar/Detail.aspx?si=38216
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“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

PHOTO/LEE MOODY
The Alexandria Waterfront near the Seaport Foundation.

Don’t destroy the Torpedo Factory
To the editor:

City Council is again trying to signifi-
cantly alter the Torpedo Factory’s char-
acter. Unlike previous attempts, they 
might just succeed this time, but in do-
ing so, they will likely inflict inexorable 
harm to what is possibly the foremost 
cultural center in the city. The unique-
ness is manifested through the interac-
tion of the patrons with the varied and 
numerous artists in this historic setting. 

My wife and I lived in the City of Al-
exandria for more than 25 years. Our 
friends and family, both foreign and 
domestic, always expressed awe after 
visiting the Torpedo Factory. Particu-
larly our niece, who was a pre-teen 20 
years ago and spent a great deal of time 
interacting with artists on a visit, was 
totally fascinated with the process of 
wood engraving. The city has missed a 
treasure trove of a teaching opportunity 
concerning the various art modalities at 
the Torpedo Factory, especially with the 
waning of art education in schools and 
calls for more child-friendly activities.       

The attempt to alter the nature of the 
Torpedo Factory has been ongoing and 
picked up speed in 2008 and 2009 after 
the creation of the Long Term Economic 
Sustainability Implementation Com-
mittee, which pushed ideas that contra-

dicted the committee’s very name.
In particular, the committee thought 

that the Torpedo Factory would make 
more money by changing it to retail, and 
that it was serving the wrong artists and 
wrong art. This caused an outcry when 
it came out, and retractions were made 
all around, but that was truly how this 
committee felt. 

The city then commissioned a study 
in the hopes of buttressing these argu-
ments, but instead, it demonstrated that 
the Torpedo Factory’s unique cultural 
characteristic is vitally important to the 
Alexandria economy. The study process 
included private interviews at which 
time the consultant told me that some 
committee members  were the “most 
tone deaf that they had ever encoun-
tered” as to the value of such a cultural 
center.

This lack of cultural appreciation 
created such deep divides that it all but 
eliminated the possibility of fruitful  di-
alogues on how to enhance the cultural 
value, such as a hands-on living class-
room for the schools and the young. 
Instead, the focus remains on various 
short-term, money-making schemes.  

We now find ourselves at the cross-
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A very good cop
The last few years in the realm of public safety have been tumultuous, 

to say the least. 
Incidents involving police abuses against minorities have sparked pro-

tests and stoked racial discord across the country, from Portland to Minne-
apolis to Baltimore. We have seen numerous examples of bad cops.

Fortunately, in Alexandria, for the past 43 years we have had in our midst 
a wonderful example of what a good cop looks like: Sheriff Dana Lawhorne.

Lawhorne heads to a well-earned retirement in two weeks, and as we cel-
ebrate his accomplishments, it’s also instructive to learn from his example. 

Being a public safety officer was a dream of Lawhorne’s since he was a 
child. When he graduated from high school but was too young to become a 
police officer, Lawhorne worked as a security guard at an apartment complex.

At 21, Lawhorne became a police officer and spent the next 27 years as 
a beat cop then detective in the Alexandria Police Department. He success-
fully ran for sheriff in 2005 and has served in that role since taking office in 
2006.

So, what characteristics define a good cop? Opinions may vary, but here 
are a few traits that have helped define Lawhorne’s career and that we think 
are foundational for productive public safety:

• Familiarity with and a stake in the community where they serve;
• The ability to understand and connect with other people;
• Intelligence;
• Physical bravery.
As an Alexandria native who graduated from T.C. Williams High School, 

now called Alexandria City High School, and has lived his whole life in the 
Del Ray neighborhood, there’s no one who better personifies trait number 
one than Lawhorne. He knows Alexandria’s history, its more recent past and 
its present – and our city’s public safety directly affects him and his family.

Back in June 2017, when a man from Illinois opened fire on the Repub-
lican Congressional baseball team that was practicing at Simpson Field, 
Lawhorne – along with then Mayor Allison Silberberg, then Police Chief Mi-
chael Brown and others – walked the surrounding Del Ray neighborhood in 
the aftermath to check in on people. The gesture, and Lawhorne’s presence, 
had to be greatly comforting.

Anyone who has ever had a conversation with Lawhorne knows that he 
has a ready rapport with virtually everyone he meets. Those easy connec-
tions help build an invaluable web of information and interconnectedness. 
He also put those people skills to use in helping create APD’s hostage nego-
tiation team, on which he served for 22 years.

His innate intelligence is perhaps the hidden key to Lawhorne’s success. 
As former City Councilor David Speck in today’s page 1 story, “A life of ser-
vice,” said, “You underestimate Dana at your own peril. He is smart in intu-
itive ways about people and the things that affect people.”

Lawhorne’s intelligence also enhanced his effectiveness as a detective, 
including when he helped track down the man who killed 8-year-old Kevin 
Shifflett, a boy who was murdered while playing in his great-grandmother’s 
Del Ray yard back in 2000.

Lawhorne’s physical bravery was borne out daily in his years as a beat 
cop and detective, including an incident where he ran after a car engaged 
in a drive-by shooting.

Our society at large has rightly turned a critical eye on systemic issues 
in law enforcement and the excesses and abuses of individual police offi-
cers and is considering ways in which the provision of public safety might 
change. During a process like this, the negative is inevitably highlighted.

But it’s also important to remember the good cops who have devoted 
their lives to protecting the communities in which they live. Dana Law-
horne is an example to anyone considering a career in public safety, and we 
thank him for his service to Alexandria.



Changes in law enforcement
BY BRYAN PORTER

As I noted in my last column, I recently cel-
ebrated my 20th year in the Office of the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney, the past eight as the city’s 
elected prosecutor. Prior to passing the bar, I 
spent about five years as a police officer, meaning 
I have served more than 25 years in law enforce-
ment. This month, I will comment on several 
changes in criminal investigation 
and prosecution I have witnessed 
over the arc of my career.  

Perhaps the biggest change is 
the sophistication of criminal in-
vestigative techniques. When I be-
gan in law enforcement, criminal 
cases were most frequently built on 
witness statements, identification 
techniques like line-ups and writ-
ten confessions. Now all interviews 
of suspects are digitally recorded, 
closed-circuit television cameras 
frequently catch portions of crimes 
and cellular and other electronic data is ubiquitous. 

When I started as a police officer, cell 
phones existed, but were clunky, brick-like de-
vices that could not access the internet. Now, 
cell phone evidence is utilized in almost every 
serious criminal case. Armed with a search 
warrant, police investigators can obtain a sig-
nificant amount of information from a phone, 
ranging from location data, text messages, 
photographs and videos and internet searches.

Obviously, computers also present a trove 
of leads. To some extent, juries now expect 
cell phone and computer evidence to be pre-
sented by the prosecution – and, when it is 
unavailable, an explanation must be provided. 

Digital video is also a part of many cases. 
While the government operates a very small 
number of cameras, given citizens’ worries about 
“Big Brother” surveillance, private businesses 
and citizens utilize cameras in a variety of ways. 
These digital eyes capture a significant amount 
of data, and a good detective’s first investigative 
step is often a digital “canvas” of cameras which 
may have relevant footage. Obviously, video of a 
crime occurring is just about the best evidence 
for which a detective could hope.

Over the past generation, DNA testing has 
been refined. While DNA is not quite as useful 
as television shows and movies portray, in that 
identifiable DNA is often not located at a crime 
scene, it still is an important tool that carries 
the benefit of scientific rigor. In addition to 

more accurate testing, innovative techniques 
have been developed, such as genetic geneal-
ogy, which the Alexandria Police Department 
recently employed to solve a serial rape case. 

With the growing universe of potential ev-
idence, police detectives and prosecutors have 
become more sophisticated as well. In addition 
to understanding their way around a court-
room, a competent prosecutor must have a sol-

id foundation on a host of techni-
cal topics, ranging from firearms 
comparisons, DNA, cell phone 
data and even how the internet 
functions. A trial attorney who 
does not understand electronic 
evidence is at a real disadvantage 
in the courtroom. 

Prosecution remains primar-
ily a reactive profession, in that a 
crime occurs, the police investigate 
it and bring a charge and my office 
tries the case. However, particular-
ly in the past decade, prosecutors 

have begun to assume a more proactive approach, 
establishing new programs and responses to the 
root causes of crime in an effort to stop antisocial 
behavior before it happens. Programs like the Al-
exandria Treatment Court and the Mental Health 
Initiative, which I have discussed in previous in-
stallments of this column, are labor-intensive but 
have been proven to make an impact. 

Law enforcement professionals have also 
made great strides in addressing employee 
wellness and burnout. As a young prosecutor, 
I soon learned these topics were infrequently 
discussed and when they did make the radar, 
it was usually with an air of scorn. Sleepless 
nights were “just part of the job” and carping 
about the situation only showed weakness. 

This attitude showed a failure of leadership. 
True leaders understand their employees are 
not mindless automatons. Compounding the 
problem, prosecutors frequently are exposed to 
the worst humanity has to offer: Homicide, se-
rious injury and crimes against defenseless peo-
ple like children and the elderly take their toll. 

Change in the world of law enforcement 
has occurred – and is occurring. Both police and 
prosecutors are doing a much better job admit-
ting the psychological toll these demanding jobs 
have on employees and are trying to provide 
coping mechanisms to aid employee wellness.

The writer is Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Alexandria.

‘Reinvest in policing’
To the editor:

Last month, Alexandria’s 
Police Union IUPA Local 5 
presented a forward-thinking 
plan to “Reinvest in polic-
ing.” The plan is a roadmap to 
bring this skilled, progressive 
and nationally accredited de-
partment into compliance 
with its 21st Century Policing 
Strategic Plan.

I applaud and support 
the union’s efforts, and their 
measured and reasoned ap-
proach to resolving legiti-
mate issues. A commitment 
to the plan and the political 
will to achieve its intended 
outcomes will improve op-
erational effectiveness, el-
evate modern-day policing 
capabilities and significant-
ly benefit the overall deliv-
ery of police services in the 
city for years to come. The 
plan includes recommenda-
tions to: 

• Fund a legitimate 
competitive pay structure 
to maintain adequate po-
lice staffing, improve of-
ficer retention and create 
a recruitment edge in an 
extremely competitive ap-
plicant marketplace. The 
lack of such a strategy has 
created what I have called 
“revolving door staffing” 
because officers are leaving 
for higher paying positions 
in neighboring depart-
ments. This destabilizes 
basic levels of effectiveness 
and efficiency in the deliv-
ery of overall police ser-
vices to our community.

• Fund long overdue 
body worn cameras for pa-
trol officers. This is neces-
sary to protect officers and 
the public. There is noth-
ing allocated to fund police 
body cameras in Alexan-
dria’s 2021-30 Capital Im-
provement Program budget 
or from Alexandria’s wind-
fall of $29.7 million provid-
ed in the American Rescue 
Plan Act. Council needs to 
find funding for this need 

immediately.
• Restore funding for 

training that has severe-
ly decreased over the last 
two years. Increasing offi-
cer training in various dis-
ciplines remains front and 
center in the national con-
versation about improving 
policing and police commu-
nity relations in America.

• Increase the capacity 
of the newly created Alex-
andria Co-Response Pro-
gram that pairs specially 
trained police officers with 
licensed behavioral health 
clinicians to respond in 
tandem to calls for persons 
experiencing a behavioral 
health crisis. The compel-
ling reasons and needs are 
obvious.

Achieving these im-
portant outcomes will not 
happen without long-term 
commitment instead of 
year-to-year reactionary 
approaches to things we 
know our police and oth-
er public safety agencies 
need. This will not be easy, 
inexpensive or possible in 
one budget year but posi-
tive outcomes are certainly 
achievable. Residents have 
long supported the city’s 
public safety departments.

Political and city leaders 
have also supported pub-
lic safety over the years in 
substantial ways. But they 
have also fallen short in 
important areas such as 
maintaining regional com-
petitiveness in officer com-
pensation, which affects 
operational effectiveness in 
other areas.

The plan offered by IUPA 
Local 5 provides council the 
opportunity to commit to a 
work forward partnership 
with police representatives 
to achieve important public 
safety service outcomes. I 
urge them to do so.

-David Baker,
former Alexandria 

chief of police
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
Have you had a package stolen this year?

Last Week  
Where are you doing most of your holiday 
shopping this year?

A) Yes.
B) No.
C) No, but I know someone who has.
D) I don’t order packages.

41%  Major retailers, either online or in person. 
32% Local businesses, either online or in person. 
18%  I don’t plan on giving any gifts.
8% I’m making most of my gifts.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Christmas of the 1880s and 90s in Alexandria
The end of Reconstruction 

in 1877 led to a version of Al-
exandria seeking to establish 
a new normal and reestablish 
a hierarchy that existed before 
the Civil War. The develop-
ment of new Christmas tra-
ditions during the 1880s and 
1890s served as a means to re-
set what Christmas meant to a 
segregated Alexandria.

These new traditions also 
reflected larger trends about 
Christmas that Americans 
both in the North but espe-
cially in the South embraced, 
as many sought to forget the 
upheaval of the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. The Alexan-
dria Gazette consistently noted 
the continuation of the role of 
social clubs in the celebration 
of the holiday. The newspaper 
also chronicled the tradition of 
drums, fireworks and firearms 
use that has fortunately faded 
from normal practice in our 
city in its Christmas reports be-
tween 1880 and 1895.

The Gazette’s Christmas 
reports in 1885, 1890 and 1895 
mention that not only did 
many citizens of Alexandria 
hold open houses on Christ-
mas, but so did several social 
clubs. The 1890 report specif-
ically mentioned the “Bache-
lors, Alexandria, and Literary 
Clubs” as examples of this so-
cial club hospitality.

The newspaper also em-
phasized the consumption of 
“turkey, cold ham, plum pud-
ding, and mince pie,” both in 
familial and social settings. 
While the newspaper men-
tioned religious services in 
connection to the holiday, 
they garnered only a passing 
mention.

Frequently mentioned and 
perhaps unfamiliar to modern 
readers was the use of mu-
sical instruments, fireworks 

and firearms to make noise, 
especially during the night 
before Christmas. As the 1895 
article stated, “Parties with 
drums and fifes paraded the 
street hours before daybreak, 
and those whom the cannon 
crackers and shotguns failed 
to arouse were awakened by 
martial music.” After dark 
that year, the Gazette noted 
that “numbers of young men 
paraded the streets and dis-
charged blank cartridges from 

guns and pistols.”
Historic Alexandria wish-

es all viewers of this column 
the company of family and 
friends, whether that be virtual 
or in person. We also wish you 
Christmas Eve and Night with-
out the interruption of drums, 
firecrackers and firearms that 
earlier residents experienced.

Out of the Attic is pro-
vided by the Office of 
Historic Alexandria.

roads of Alexandria cultural 
history, facing the prospect 
of turning the Torpedo Fac-

tory into a Chuck E. Cheese 
simulacrum. Although this 
will undoubtedly never hap-
pen, it nevertheless is the 
logical conclusion of this 

change being pursued to its 
end.

Presently, the Torpedo fac-
tory is a unique offering. Once 
it is diminished by departing 

from the cultural path, it will 
become just another venue 
with limited potential.

-Poul Hertel,
Alexandria
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PHOTO/SAM KITTNER FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA
Alexandria’s Christmas traditions have changed since the the drum and fife bands and shots from firearms 
shook the night air on Christmas Eve in the 1880s and 1890s.



THINK DIFFERENTLY by Gary Larson, edited by Amanda Rafkin

Weekly Words
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ACROSS
1 World of Warcraft, e.g.
7 Large property
13 They/___ pronouns
17 The “ants” in an “ants on a 

log” snack
19 ATM feature
20 Country where Twoubadou 

music originated
21 Like a gravelly-voiced orator?
23 ___ to (should)
24 Word after “photo” or “spe-

cial”
25 Eric who played McSteamy on 

“Grey’s Anatomy”
26 Film credits come right after it
28 Response in a game of Battle-

ship, maybe
29 Jumps
32 Word typically ignored when 

alphabetizing
35 Film critic Siskel
36 Pampering, for short
37 Comedian Cleghorne
38 Kia model now known as the 

K5
41 “Cats” showstopper
43 Like close-up magic?
46 Arizona desert
49 Dropped in
52 Things that go up the more 

you down?
54 Because of
55 “All ___!” (train conductor’s 

shout)
56 The root of all suffering, in 

Buddhism
59 Embraced
60 Item in a shed
61 Overhead
63 Franklin who’s the subject of 

the movie “Respect”
65 ___ Majesty
66 Like a comedian on Zoom?
70 Spinning speed meas.
73 Rests atop
75 Track competitions
76 Sarah McLachlan hit hidden in 

“Glad I asked”
77 Word after “hair” or “Harry”
79 Fake
82 Gallery supporters?
84 Some noblemen
85 C ___ crossword
86 Crashes together
88 Take orders in advance
90 Like furniture at a nudist 

camp?
94 Cellist Pablo
96 Tree that becomes a “Wicked” 

song when a “U” is inserted
97 Italian scooter
101 “Psst!”
102 Palm reader, e.g.
104 Sound of shear enjoyment?
105 ___ Park, Colorado
106 Nintendo console
107 Paired Cheetos and Doritos

109 Light spray
113 Ooh and ___
114 Diplomatic representative
116 Like shoes that come in 

triple-E sizes?
121 “Skyfall” singer
122 Made up (for)
123 The point of church?
124 Impolite
125 Enthusiastic assent
126 Made revisions to
DOWN
1	 Brand	of	flavored	water
2 Like some statistical relation-

ships
3 Musician’s booking
4 What e-cigs don’t produce
5 Like some salsas and tem-

peratures
6 One-named Irish singer
7 Barely make (out)
8 Kraken’s home
9 Little one
10 Imitating
11 Bike for a couple
12 Avant-garde quality
13 Greek T
14 Like a stoner’s lava lamp?
15 Moral code
16	 Bit	of	gear	for	catching	flies?
18 ID on an IRS form
20 Harley-Davidson bike
21 Part for an actor
22 Trivial

27 “Finding ___” (2003 Pixar 
film)

30 Foreign correspondent, per-
haps?

31 Scornful look
33 Prepared to jump out and yell 

“Surprise!”
34 Comedian Philips
36 Slop holder
38 Sphere
39 Tissue layer
40 Opposed to
42 Actively working
44 Opposite of subtract
45 Corn unit
47 Enjoyed some chipsi mayai
48 Silently agree
49 Trail
50 Double-reeded woodwind
51 Like a staticky radio station?
53 Real doozy
56 Exclamation point part
57 Dec. 24, e.g.
58 2014 MLK biopic
59 Egg drop participant?
61 “Te ___”
62 Dogs might bury them
64 Some medical professionals 

(Abbr.)
66 Peanut butter cup brand
67 Beginning to snow?
68 So far
69 Tasseled hat
71 Laundry heap, e.g.

72 Catholic service
74 “That’s for sure!”
76 Parenthetical comments
77 National Pet Rock Day mo.
78 Paving goo
80 Tease
81 Lose it
82 Chicago high rollers?
83 Tylenol alternative
85 Narrow passage
86 “L8r g8r!”
87 “Be ___ Guest”
89 Part of a batting lineup?
91 Steal from
92 Org. measuring air quality
93 Woolly animal that might spit
95 Hebrew or Arab, e.g.
98 Hay there!
99 Rung out
100 Tennis icon Arthur
101 Holi celebrant
103 Second chances
106 Have on
107 Bread for a pastrami sandwich
108 Refuse to admit
110 Hosp. lines
111	 Totally	fill
112 Like a 1-1 score
115 World Cup cheer
117 Director Ang
118 QB’s gains
119 ___ Day (rhyming Hawaiian 

celebration)
120	 Like	the	name	Lily	for	a	florist

BERNARD NOLAN (99), of Alexandria, Nov. 30, 20211
AMANDA RINKER (68), of Alexandria, Dec. 2, 2021
ELLEN CARMICHAEL (89), of Alexandria, Dec. 2, 2021
ESTHER COOK (89), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 29, 
2021
SHIRLEY DOWNING (62), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 
21, 2021
DOROTHY FOXWELL (86), formerly of Alexandria, Nov. 
22, 2021
CLARA GIPSON (94), of Alexandria, Nov. 23, 2021

DEATH NOTICES
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 

today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 

utility power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 

1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-0805

AUCTIONS
2 DAY FIREARMS AUCTION 
LIVE & ONLINE. December 10th 
2pm & 11th 10am. 1500+ LOTS. 
Military, Sporting & Modern Fire-
arms www.montroseauction.com. 
478-376-4559 GAL2006

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-4974

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEW LEGAL NOTICE OF A 

PUBLIC HEARING

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the January 5, 2022 meet-
ing of the Board of Architectural Re-
view (BAR) is being held electronical-
ly pursuant to Virginia Code Section 
2.2 3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity 
of Government ordinance adopted 
by the City Council on June 20, 2020 
to undertake essential business. All of 
the members of the public body and 
staff are participating from remote 
locations through Zoom Webinar. 
This meeting is being held electroni-
cally, unless a determination is made 
that it is safe enough for the meeting 
to be held in person in the City 
Council Chamber at 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA. Electronic access 
will be provided in either event. The 
meeting can be accessed by the public 
through: Zoom hyperlink (below), 
broadcasted live on the government 
channel 70, and streaming on the 
City’s website.

Registration Link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_J7vUgWIuS 
bWTuNk3Z6FO5Q 

*The Board of Architectural Review 
Hearing will start at 7:00 p.m., 
while the Zoom
Webinar will become available to 
join at 6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 975 8636 2308
Password: 787901

Public comments will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Lia Nie-
bauer at lia.niebauer@alexandriava.
gov or make public comments on 
the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-

30 | DECEMBER 16, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES
Classifieds

Obituary

      Thomas “Tom” W. Horton, wing com-
mander, ret., passed away peacefully on Dec. 
6, 2021 just shy of 102. Born Dec. 29, 1919 
in Masterton, New Zealand to Thomas H. 
and Constance E. Horton, he aced his way 
through school, graduating at 14 but not 
eligible to go to college until 16. While work-
ing as a law clerk, he obtained his license 
to fly at age 18, enlisted as an airman in the 
RNZAF in September 1939, obtained his 
Wings and sailed to England in 1940 joining 
the RNZAF there.
      During World War II he was posted to 
No. 88 Squadron in Belfast, Northern Ireland 
flying Fairey Battles, then to Norfolk, En-
gland flying Bristol Blenheims and Douglas 
Bostons. After 31 operations, he was award-

ed the Distinguished Flying Cross, presented personally by King George VI. He was posted to 105 
Squadron in No. 8 Group (Pathfinders) in Norfolk, England flying his favorite aircraft, a deHavilland 
Mosquito, a light bomber. The Mosquito was faster than a Spitfire, made of wood and had a long 
range. His nighttime missions were to mark targets with flares for the heavy bombers and flying 
anti-ship patrols. He completed another 80 operations, totaling 111. For his bravery he was awarded 
a second DFC and Bar and a Distinguished Service Order, again presented by King George VI. Later 
he was to personally meet Queen Elizabeth II while she was on an official function reviewing his 
troupe.
          After the war, Tom joined the RAF flying maritime patrol missions and had various postings 
including to Gibraltar where he was Air Attache to Rabat, Morocco and to NATO at the Pentagon, 
Washington, D.C. He retired in 1966 as a wing commander. There is more on his distinguished 
WWII career in Wikipedia.
           He married Beris Woodruff in Norwich, Norfolk in 1943 and they had two children, Gail 
(Hoddinott) and Peter. His beloved Beris predeceased him in 2011 after 68 years of marriage. After 
retiring from the RAF, Tom and Beris decided to remain in the U.S. and lived in Alexandria, Virginia 
where he had a successful career in real estate development. In 2017 Tom moved to Naples, Florida 
to live with his daughter, and in 2021, they moved to St. Petersburg, Florida where Tom’s son lives. 
He wished he could return to New Zealand but that was not to be.
          He had been an avid golfer with a seven handicap, following in the footsteps of his father, who 
was twice awarded the Amateur’s Trophy Cup for New Zealand. Tom and Beris enjoyed traveling 
and spent many winters enjoying the warm weather of Mexico, the Caribbean and Naples, Florida.
         On Anzac Day, April 2014, he was presented with a medal from Ambassador Moore of the 
New Zealand Embassy, recognizing his accomplishments in bomber command during WWII. On 
his 100th birthday he was presented the New Zealand Defence Service Medal from the Minister of 
Defence, compliments of the Prime Minister and the New Zealand government.
        He was a voracious reader and follower of politics. He was a great dispenser of logic. He loved 
being around friends to converse. He will be so missed by his family and friends.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to an animal charity or your favorite charity. Visit Tom’s 
online guestbook at www.andersonmcqueen.com.

Thomas W. Horton



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 16, 2021 | 31 
Classifieds

modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets

BAR #2021-00622 PG
Request for alterations to previously 
approved plans at 1417 Princess 
Street.
Applicant: Ala Awadallah

BAR #2021-00656 OHAD
Request for alterations between 100 
(Parcel ID: 075.01-06-10) and 101 
King Street, and 121 and 134 King 
Street (Parcel ID: 075.01-06-01).
Applicant: City of Alexandria

BAR #2021-00655 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ en-
capsulation at 322 South Lee Street.
Applicant: Avonlea LLC

BAR #2021-00654 OHAD
Request for alterations at 322 South 
Lee Street.
Applicant: Avonlea LLC

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

Public Hearing will be held by the 
City Council of the City of Alex-
andria, Virginia, held at City Hall, 
301 King Street, Council Chamber 
and on Zoom webinar on Saturday, 
December 18, 2021 at 9:30 a.m., 
or as soon as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described items.

AN ORDINANCE to amend Title 
11 Chapter 5: Noise Control Ordi-
nance. [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

AN ORDINANCE  to amend 
and reordain the Master Plan of 
the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 
by adopting and incorporating 
therein the amendment heretofore 
approved by city council to the 
Sanitary Sewer Master Plan chapter 

of such master plan as Master 
Plan Amendment No. 2021-00008 
and no other amendments, and 
to repeal all provisions of the said 
master plan as may be inconsistent 
with such amendment (Imple-
mentation Ordinance for Master 
Plan Amendment No. 2021-00008 
associated with Sanitary Sewer 
Master Plan Update approved by 
City Council on November 13, 
2021). [ROLL-CALLVOTE]

AN ORDINANCE authorizing 
the owner of 2601 Oakville Street 
to construct and maintain an 
encroachment for building cano-
pies at that address, in the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia (Implementa-
tion Ordinance for Encroachment 
No. 2021-00007 associated with 
2601 Oakville Street approved by 
City Council on January 23, 2021). 
[ROLL-CALL VOTE]

AN ORDINANCE authorizing 
the owner of 2501 Oakville Street 
to construct and maintain an 
encroachment for building cano-
pies at that address, in the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia (Implementa-
tion Ordinance for Encroachment 
No. 2021-00008 associated with 
2501 Oakville Street approved by 
City Council on January 23, 2021). 
[ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING to Review the 
Effectiveness of the City Council 
Adopted Code of Ethics and Con-
duct and Ethics Pledge.

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the 
Disposition and Sale of City Vacant 
Land Located at 4575 Seminary 
Road to the Alexandria Hous-
ing Development Corporation.  
[ROLL-CALL VOTE

PUBLIC HEARING and Con-
sideration of a License Extension, 
Amendment No. 4, between the 
City of Alexandria and the Tall 
Ship Providence Foundation for the 
Docking of the Tall Ship Provi-
dence in the City Marina.

AN ORDINANCE to Make Sup-
plemental Appropriations for the 
Support of the City Government 
for Fiscal Year 2022. [ROLL-CALL 
VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING and Consider-
ation of Draft Citizen Participation 
Plan for Housing and Community 
Development Activities.

PUBLIC HEARING and Consider-
ation of a Form Lease for Renew-
ing and Issuing Leases to Artists 
and Arts Organizations through 
September 30, 2022, at the Torpedo 

Factory Art Center located at 105 
N. Union Street.

AN ORDINANCE to Amend Title 
11 Chapter 5: Noise Control Ordi-
nance. [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT 
AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS 
MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED 
ORDINANCES WITHOUT 
FURTHER PUBLICATION. IT 
IS RECOMMENDED THAT 
PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY 

OF THESE ORDINANCES OB-
TAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES 
FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL(LIMITED COPIES 
AVAILABLE).  IF THE MAYOR 
FINDS AND DECLARES THAT 
WEATHER OR OTHER CONDI-
TIONS ARE SUCH THAT IT IS 
HAZARDOUS FOR MEMBERS 
TO ATTEND THE MEETING, 
THIS MEETING WILL BE CON-
TINUED TO THE FOLLOWING 
SATURDAY. GLORIA SITTON, 
CMC, CITY CLERK

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Jeffrey Kolessar

Courtyard Alexandria Pentagon South

4641 Kenmore Ave

Alexandria

Alexandria 22304

Wine and Beer On & Off Premises; Mixed Beverage Hotel (Seating capacity over 150 seats)

Jeffrey Kolessar, Receiver

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia
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Lauren Bishop
L I V I N G ,  LOV I N G ,  L I S T I N G  O L D  TO W N

A  S A M P L E  O F  L A U R E N ’ S  2 0 2 1  O L D  TO W N  L I S T I N G S  &  S A L E S

Lauren Bishop
LICENSED IN VA | 202.361.5079
LBISHOP@MCENEARNEY.COM | LAURENBISHOPHOMES.COM

McEnearney.com | 109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity | *Represented Buyer

810 S Fairfax St

331 N Royal St*

9 Wilkes St

215 Wolfe St*

732 S Lee St

523 Duke St

601 & 607 Oronoco St

210 N Fairfax St

214 N Lee St

126 South Fairfax St

734 S Royal St*

418 Duke St

805 Cameron St

711 Prince St*

622 S Lee St

For Sale

Sold

Sold

For Sale

Sold

Sold

Pending

Sold

Sold

Sold

Sold

Sold

Sold

Sold

Sold
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