
Many vendors plan to permanently  
keep COVID-19-induced changes 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Every Saturday, the Old Town Farmers’ Market 
teems with people looking to fill their grocery bags 
and socialize with friends. Market Square, located 
at 301 King St., transforms into a patchwork quilt 
of multi-colored tents, each one offering a different 
medley of local products and free samplers, while 
patrons shop for everything from butternut squash 
to handcrafted ceramics. A trip to the farmers’ 
market, year round and regardless of weather, is a 
natural part of the weekend for many vendors and 
consumers alike. 

“[There’s] a sense of community we’ve built 
here,” David Argento, owner and operator of Papa’s 
Market, said on one particularly gray December 
morning. It had been raining heavily and the wind 
kept some people indoors, but Argento’s offerings 
still dwindled significantly by the market’s conclu-
sion – a successful day, by any measure.

“All of our clients are our friends, some of them 
very close friends,” Argento added. “We’re in better 
touch now, and we’ve been able to get closer over 
the past few years.”

This is notable amid the worldwide COVID-19 
pandemic, when, now almost two years in, many 
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Analysis: 
COVID-19 cases 
reach new highs
Alexandria shatters daily case record 
despite widespread vaccinations
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Alexandria is experiencing a spike in con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 that is unprecedent-
ed since the city’s first residents were diagnosed 
back in March 2020. In the three-week period 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 21, confirmed cases have 
risen almost tenfold, despite the city’s high 
overall vaccination rate.

Back on Nov. 30, Alexandria was in the “sub-
stantial” transmission rate, with 56 cases report-
ed during the preceding seven days per 100,000 
residents. That number tripled in one week, to 
152.1 cases per 100,000 residents by Dec. 7 and 
placing Alexandria back in the “high” transmis-
sion category, according to the City of Alexan-
dria COVID-19 data page. 

By Tuesday, the last day for which data was avail-
able, that number had swelled to 551.1 total con-
firmed cases per 100,000 residents in the last seven 
days. The city’s 7-day moving average of daily con-
firmed actual cases (not per 100,000 residents) rose 
almost tenfold during those three weeks, from 13.1 
per day on Nov. 30 to 129 by Dec. 21. 

The data indicates that this number is still 
surging, as on Wednesday, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health website reported that 257 cas-
es – not a moving average and not per 100,000 
residents – of COVID-19 were reported as con-
firmed or probable in Alexandria in the preced-
ing 24 hours. If the infection rate continues at 
this level for the next week, there would be 1,799 
new cases of COVID-19 in Alexandria over that 
timeframe. If the infection rate continues to rise 
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How farmers’ markets 
adapted amid pandemic
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The Old Town Farmers’ Market, located at 301 King St., operates every Saturday year round, from 7 a.m. to noon.



2 | DECEMBER 23, 2021 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

SOLD  |  $1,650,000
204 N Royal St, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $1,600,000
1095 Old Cedar Rd, McLean, VA

SOLD  |  $1,400,000
833 S Fairfax St, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $1,260,000
106 E Maple St, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $1,150,000
801 Wolfe St, Alexandria, VA

©2021 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

  2021 Significant Sales

NANCY PERKINS
nperkins@ttrsir.com
 m +1 703 402 5599

Watch My Film: NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

Alexandria Brokerage 
400 South Washington Street

SOLD  |  $955,000
6032 Fort Hunt Rd, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $915,000
20767 Steamside Pl, Ashburn, VA

SOLD  |  $815,000
923 Oronoco St, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $791,000
1104 Colonial Ave, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $505,000
520 John Carlyle St #402, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $500,000
3347 S Wakefield St #B1, Arlington, VA

SOLD  |  $462,000
6300 Gentele Ct, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $280,000
1802 W Abingdon Dr #202, Alexandria, VA

LEASED  |  $6,500
207 S Lee St, Alexandria, VA

LEASED  |  $3,300
3 W Luray Ave, Alexandria, VA

Wishing you a joyful holiday season!

As 2021 comes to a close and I reflect on this past year, 
I feel so grateful for the support of my clients, colleagues, 
and partners who helped make this year such a success.  
I am honored to have the opportunity to serve such an 
amazing cadre of clients, who inspire, humor, and impress 
me every day.  Thank you!
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the number could be much 
higher.

This case spike is surpris-
ing given Alexandria’s rela-
tively high vaccination rate. 
In Alexandria, 79.1% of resi-
dents ages 5 and up have re-
ceived at least one COVID-19 
vaccine dose, while 68.5% 
were fully vaccinated as of 
Tuesday, according to the 
City of Alexandria’s website.

Alexandria’s vaccination 
rate is slightly higher than 
that of Virginia as a whole, 
where 76.5% of residents are 
partially and 67.1% are fully 
vaccinated as of Wednesday, 
according to the Virginia De-
partment of Health. Virginia’s 
rate topped the overall United 
States rate of 74% with at least 
one dose and 62% who are ful-
ly vaccinated as of Sunday, ac-
cording to USAFacts.org.

There is no available data 
at this time on the percent-
age of people testing positive 
for COVID-19 who are vacci-
nated versus unvaccinated.

VDH data reveals that this 
is the third major spike of 
COVID-19 cases, with a cou-
ple of mini-surges, since the 
pandemic began almost two 
years ago.

This surge, which began 
right after Thanksgiving and 
with the arrival of the new 
Omicron COVID-19 variant, 
follows one in March through 
May 2020 and one that oc-
curred during the holidays 
in 2020. It’s the steepest and 

largest surge in number of 
cases since the beginning of 
the pandemic.

There are three significant 
caveats to this leap in case 
totals, which could some-
what mitigate the alarming 
data: the positivity rate for 
COVID-19 tests, the impact 
that vaccinations will have 
on severe cases of COVID-19 
and whether the Omicron 
variant causes less severe 
cases of COVID-19.

Confirmed case totals 
are a function of both how 
many people are tested as 
well as the positivity rate. 
Because free PCR tests for 
COVID-19, which are consid-
ered more reliable than rapid 
home tests, are now so read-
ily available, more overall 
tests are being given than at 
the start of the pandemic. If 
more people who are perhaps 
asymptomatic are tested, 
then case totals will rise.

Widespread testing, how-
ever, was widely available 
when the December 2020 
surge began, and case totals 
then did not reach the cur-
rent levels.

Alexandria’s COVID-19 
positivity rate was 8.6% as of 
Dec. 18, the most recent date 
for which data was available 
on the VDH website. This re-
mains significantly below the 
peak positivity rate of 13.3% 
recorded on Jan. 2, 2021,* 
though it is the highest re-
corded rate since Jan. 23, 
2021. To put the current pos-
itivity rate into perspective, 

it means that more than 91% 
of people who are current-
ly receiving PCR COVID-19 
tests do not have the virus.

Hospitalization and death 
rates remain relatively low 
in Alexandria, as there has 
been one reported death 
from COVID-19 since Nov. 
30. There has been an uptick 
in COVID-19 hospitalizations 
in the past couple of weeks, 
and three additional people 
were hospitalized on Tuesday, 
but so far the rise in hospital-
izations more closely mirrors 
the mini-surge of cases in late 
September and early October 
2021 than the major spike this 
time last year.

Hospitalizations and 
deaths have typically lagged 
several weeks behind case 
surges, however, and the 
relatively stable hospitaliza-
tion and death rates may be 
due to the fact that the cur-
rent surge has happened so 
quickly.

There is insufficient data 
to draw clear conclusions 
about the severity of the Omi-
cron variant, though a Reuters 
report this week said early 
data from the United King-
dom indicates Omicron is not 
causing less severe COVID-19 
than the Delta variant there.

*Much higher positivi-
ty rates were recorded in late 
March to early April 2020, 
when COVID-19 tests were 
scarce and only people with 
observable symptoms were be-
ing tested.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com 
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Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

winegallery108.com
108 N. Patrick St., Alexandria Va

Perfect gifts:
wine

paintings 
market bags 

& more!



businesses continue to strug-
gle with sales and retention. 

Virginia farmers’ markets 
have also had to adapt, creat-
ing an online presence, offer-
ing prepackaged orders and 
sending weekly newsletters 
to educate and bond with cli-
ents. Some vendors said these 
changes will remain in place 
after COVID-19 subsides. 

Earlier this month the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
announced its allocation of 
$90.2 million to strengthen 
market opportunities for lo-
cal and regional food busi-
nesses, $652,940 of which 
will go to the Virginia Farm-
ers’ Market Association.

While these changes have 
largely proven to be a boon 
overall, they came to vendors 
with both a financial and 
emotional price tag. 

The scramble to adapt 
When Argento heard from 

the city back in March 2020 
that the pandemic was rap-
idly spreading and vendors 
would not be able to operate 
as they were previously do-
ing, he wasn’t prepared. 

“We were looking forward 
to a growth year, things had 
been getting better and bet-
ter, and then I got word on 
my way down here Friday 
night with a truck full of stuff 
that we couldn’t sell any-
thing the next week,” Argen-
to said. “I didn’t have a clue 
what we were gonna do.”

Unlike in places such as 
California and Washington 
D.C., Virginia did not require 
farmers’ markets to have a 
state permit in order to oper-
ate. The legally binding docu-
ment states that participating 
markets are effectively follow-
ing state-mandated protocols. 

“When COVID hit, those 
states were able to deem 
farmers’ markets essential 
right out of the gate because 
they recognized that farmers’ 
markets were essential for 
food access,” Kim Hutchin-
son, VAFMA executive direc-

tor, said. “In Virginia, that 
didn’t exist … so [Gov. Ralph 
Northam] was concerned 
with deeming us essential 
[because] there was no con-
trolling mechanism to over-
see that the markets were 
complying with the state.”

The fact that agriculture 
is the number one private in-
dustry in Virginia punctuated 
the importance of farmers’ 
markets in the state. 

“[The government] want-
ed this to work; they just 
wanted guarantees that there 
were going to be controls in 
place,” Hutchinson said. 

After VAFMA committed 
that farmers’ markets would 
adhere strictly to safety 
protocols and provide “core 
items” in the realm of agri-
culture, horticulture and hy-
giene, the state eventually 
allowed them to reopen – but 
only through online orders. 

Like many vendors, Ar-
gento did not have much of 
an online presence at the 
time, making web orders 
and prepackaged boxes next 
to impossible. So, he got to 
work. Because Papa’s Mar-
ket had been serving organic 
vegetables, honey and arti-
san pasta to Alexandria for 32 
years, with Argento’s father 
operating the stand before 
him, over time it amassed a 
stable rotation of regulars – 
many of whom showed up on 

Saturday morning wonder-
ing how they would continue 
buying from Papa’s. 

“What I did was I came 
down that day and I sat on 
the curb where our spot used 
to be right over there on the 
street and collected every-
body’s emails,” Argento said. 
“I was like, ‘What am I gonna 
do? This isn’t our business 
model.’ [But] I made a lit-
tle list of what we had, said, 
‘Send me a note and I’ll make 
an order.’”

Around that time, John 
Arnold lost his job as an ex-
ecutive chef in the area and 
was looking for work. He 
knew Argento because he 
used to order ingredients 
from Papa’s for his restau-
rants, so when the pandemic 
hit he decided to reach out. 

“[Argento’s] whole mis-
sion shifted as well, and he 
needed help figuring out 
how to get that together cor-
rectly,” Arnold said. “When I 
reached out and asked him, 
‘Hey, do you need help?’ he 
said, ‘Yeah, really bad. How 
do we do this?’”

Another Alexandria ven-
dor, Ana Garcia, recalled 
the learning curve involved 
in single handedly shifting 
her presence to online for 
pre-orders so she could con-
tinue selling at the market, 
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The Old Town Farmers’ Market is the oldest farmers’ market in the 
country held continuously at the same site.
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Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., 
Alexandria 703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Join us and make 
holiday dining with 

family & friends 
even better!

$55 for $50 
 $120  for $100.

The perfect gift at a discount: 

~ Grateful~
Warm and wonderful wishes for the holidays from
the pets-in-waiting at theAlexandria Animal Shelter.
So many pets found happy homes this year; your

generous gifts helped care for the them while they
waited. Please consider a tax-deductible, year-end

contribution to continue caring for these lovely dogs
 and cats while they wait in joyful hope for homes of

their own.
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Margaret Crocker

It's not fair to be anxious about your
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with the LizLuke team, we guide you
through the process of finding a house

to call home and selling with simplicity.



per the statewide mandate. 
Originally from Quito, Ec-

uador, Garcia is the owner of 
Ana’s Twist, which specializes 
in traditional Ecuadorian em-
panadas, soups and sorbets. 
Because English is Garcia’s 

second language, she said this 
presented an obstacle when it 
came time to build her web-
site through website hosting 
site GoDaddy. 

“I called them to get Span-
ish help, so they were telling 
me what to do,” Garcia said. “It 
was difficult at the beginning 

because I don’t like to work 
too much on the computer, but 
I had to do it and when I had 
questions I called them again, 
again, again, and I made it.”

Silver lining
As the pandemic wore 

on, what began as vendors 

jumping into survival mode 
steadily morphed into them 
stretching, acclimating and 
even embracing new busi-
ness models. 

Argento started creating 
a monthly newsletter to edu-
cate patrons on what exactly 
goes into their products, in-
form them of the goings on at 
Papa’s and generally create a 
sense of connection during a 
period of isolation for many 
people. The newsletter was 
an immediate hit, and Ar-
gento has no plans to stop it 
anytime soon. 

Additionally, much of Pa-
pa’s demographic consists of 
an older clientele, so during 
the pandemic the business 
began bringing pre-pack-
aged boxes to the doors of 
those unable to pick up their 
orders. He plans to continue 
this service indefinitely, too. 

“We’ve created this com-
munity thing, and it’s fun. 
The genie is out of the bottle. 
To undo it all – I don’t have 
any desire to do that,” Argen-
to said.

While Garcia considers her-
self innovative and creative by 
nature, she also said the pan-
demic played a role in inspir-
ing the recent introduction of 
new products such as tamales, 
multi-colored empanadas, Ec-
uadorian spicy salsa and myri-
ad gluten-free options. 

“It was a good time for me 
to introduce new products, 

new ideas,” Garcia said. “Most 
of the people are still working 
at home, so they are bored to 
keep ordering the same stuff. 
They feel excited [and say], ‘I 
can’t go out, but at least I can 
try something new.’”

An indelible mark
The success of vendor ad-

aptation efforts is reflected in 
statewide numbers. Accord-
ing to Hutchinson, VAFMA’s 
markets experienced a 35% 
to 40% retention rate of new 
customers garnered during 
the pandemic, which con-
tinues to be the case as 2021 
comes to a close. Many of the 
organization’s 350 markets 
experienced a 300% to 500% 
surge in overall sales.

But Hutchinson was also 
quick to point out that this 
figure, while positive, was not 
a net increase in profits, as 
vendors had to also pay high-
er prices for labor, production 
time and online infrastructure.

The newly approved 
USDA grant, which VAFMA 
applied for earlier this year, 
will help to “professionalize” 
Virginia’s farmers’ markets, 
Hutchinson said. 

“There’s a need for this 
… there’s a need for farmers’ 
markets to be recognized as 
the credible business that it 
is,” Hutchinson said.

Of the new grant, $163,235 
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PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Papa’s Market, currently owned and operated by David Argento, has 
been in Alexandria for 32 years. 

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience.

DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA
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From our home to yours,
we wish you and your loved
ones a safe and joyous holiday.

Balance. Harmony.
Gratitude.



will help establish the Virginia Cer-
tified Farmers’ Market System. The 
program aims to increase profitabil-
ity for market vendors through the 
implementation of state guidelines 
and promote confidence in consum-
ers that participating markets follow 
best industry practices. 

“It’s making sure the market man-
agers, the market staff and the ven-
dors are not only meeting the state 
criteria regarding food safety and 
stuff, but they’ve been inspected, 
they’ve gone through a variety of 
training,” Hutchinson said. 

It will also ensure that in events 
like a pandemic, vendors will auto-
matically be able to sell, and consum-
ers won’t have to worry about those 
defying safety regulations. 

“I was receiving thousands of 
phone calls and emails a week [from] 
farmers freaking out because they 
had food they wanted to sell [and 
didn’t know] where they could sell it,” 
Hutchinson said. “And then custom-
ers were calling and complaining be-
cause somebody was at a market not 

wearing a mask. … Having a system in 
place to recognize what is being done 
well is appreciated and will benefit 
everybody.” 

VAFMA expects to launch the pro-
gram in early spring. 

According to Hutchinson, the 
significance of farmers markets is 
shifting into the limelight. She said 
that while the COVID-19 pandem-
ic brought on a host of challenges, 
it also resulted in education among 

consumers on the markets’ impor-
tance.

“As terrible as COVID was, it re-
ally was a turning point and helped 
to open the eyes of consumers to the 
value of buying local and having ac-
cess to all the beautiful products that 
our community produces,” Hutchin-
son said.

According to Hutchinson, the av-
erage dollar amount spent at farmers 
markets rose from $26 to more than 
$100 during the last year. The sense 
of community that used to bring peo-
ple to the markets is still intact, she 
said, but the appreciation beneath it 
is much richer now. 

“It was kind of an event, like ‘Hey, 
let’s go to the farmers’ market on 
Saturday and check out all the ven-
dors and listen to music,’ and you can 
still do that, but now it’s more about, 
‘Let’s go and buy all of our produce, 
get what we need for the week, and 
then we can grab something hot, sit 
on a bench and eat it,’” Hutchinson 
said. “[People] see what the reality is 
of a farmers’ market to a community 
and to them, and they value it more.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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COURTESY PHOTO 
Ana’s Twist offers traditional Ecuadorian empanadas. Owner Ana Garcia poses here 
with husband Mauricio and her daughter Keyla.

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311



Council adopts Chirilagua plan
Staff focuses on 
affordable housing 
needs of Hispanic 
community
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City Council took a major 
step toward providing more 
affordable housing for the 
Arlandria neighborhood, also 
known as Chirilagua, this 
week by adopting a new com-
prehensive small area plan.

Approved during Sat-
urday’s public hearing, the 
small area plan sets out a vi-
sion for the city’s work and 
approach to the majority His-
panic neighborhood whose 
residents are increasingly at 
risk of being priced out of 
housing, a trend that’s exac-
erbated by the area’s proxim-
ity to the new Amazon and 
Virginia Tech campuses.

The plan focuses on re-
taining residents who already 

live in the community while 
also fostering steady growth, a 
balance that several members 
of council and staff admitted 
is tricky to achieve. While the 
plan emphasizes increasing ac-
cess to medical, child-care and 
educational services as well 
as open space and transit, the 
primary focus of the Arlandria/
Chirilagua plan is affordable 
housing. The city hopes to not 
only preserve existing afford-
able housing units but aims 
to add 1,200 more committed 
affordable units over a 20-year 
period through a variety of 
partnerships, investments and 
development efforts. 

“Most fundamental to 
achieving this vision is enabling 
existing residents to remain in 
their community through the 
expansion and preservation of 
housing affordability,” Carrie 
Beach, neighborhood planning 
and community development 

chief for the city, said.
According to Jeff Farner, 

deputy director of the Depart-
ment of Planning and Zon-

ing, the 1,200 new affordable 
housing units will be sourced 
through partnerships, the con-
version of market affordable 

units to committed affordable 
units, expansion or redevel-
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IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
The Arlandria/Chirilagua small area plan aims to increase new committed affordable housing units in the 
neighborhood by about 1,200 over a 20-year period.

WE’RE HERE!

Matthew McCarthy

Savings and service await you at your 
GEICO Local Offi  ce — right here in Alexandria! 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Homeowners, renters,and condo coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle andATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered 

service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2020. © 2020 GEICO. 20_541475041
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VA residents scramble to get last Walking Liberty Rolls

■ GOT ‘EM: Residents all across Virginia who get their hands on these State Restricted 
Silver Walking Liberty Bank Rolls are definitely showing them off. That’s because they 
are the only ones known to exist. And here’s the best part, these Bank Rolls are loaded 
with U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberty coins some dating back to the early 1900’s 
and worth up to 100 times their face value so everyone wants them.

 VIRGINIA - Once Virginia residents 
got wind that Virginia State Restricted 
Bank Rolls filled with Silver Walking 
Liberties dating back to the early 1900’s 
were being handed over, there was a 
mad dash to get them. That’s because 
some of these U.S. Gov’t issued silver 
coins are already worth hundreds in col-
lector value.
 “It’s like a run on the banks. The 
phones are ringing off the hook. That’s 
because everyone is trying to get them 
before they’re all gone,” according 
to officials at the National Mint and 
Treasury who say they can barely keep 
up with all the orders.
 In fact, they had to impose a strict 
limit of 4 Virginia State Restricted 
Bank Rolls. So, if you get the chance to 
get your hands on these State Restrict-
ed Bank Rolls you better hurry because 
hundreds of Virginia residents already 
have and you don’t want to miss out.
 You see, the U.S. Gov’t stopped mint-

ing these Silver Walking Liberties in 
1947 and there can never be any more 
which makes them extremely collect-
ible.
 And here’s the best part. The rolls 
are unsearched so there’s no telling 
how much they could be worth in col-
lector value.
 That’s why at just the $39 state 
minimum set by National Mint and 
Treasury it’s a deal too good to pass 
up.
 But you better hurry because these 
Virginia State Restricted Bank Rolls 
are the only ones known to exist and 
Virginia residents are grabbing them 
up as fast as they can.
 That’s because they make amazing 
gifts for children, grandchildren and 
loved ones. Just imagine the look on 
their face when you hand them one of 
the State Restricted Rolls — they’ll 
tell everyone they know what you did 
for them.

VIRGINIA - “It’s a miracle these 
State Restricted Bank Rolls even exist. 
That’s why Hotline Operators are brac-
ing for the flood of calls,” said Laura 
Lynne, U.S. Coin and Currency Director 
for the National Mint and Treasury.

For the next 2 days the last remaining 
State of Virginia Restricted Bank Rolls 
loaded with rarely seen U.S. Gov’t issued 
Silver Walking Liberties are actually be-
ing handed over to Virginia residents 
who call the State Toll-Free Hotlines 
listed in today’s newspaper publication.

“National Mint and Treasury recently 
spoke with its Chief Professional Nu-
mismatist who said ‘Very few people 
have ever actually seen one of these 
rarely seen Silver Walking Liberties is-
sued by the U.S. Gov’t back in the early 
1900’s. But to actually find them sealed 
away in State Restricted Bank Rolls  is 
like finding buried treasure. So anyone 
lucky enough to get their hands on these 
Bank Rolls had better hold on to them,’” 
Lynne said.

“Now that the State of Virginia Re-
stricted Bank Rolls are being offered 

Last State Restricted Silver Walking Liberty 
Bank Rolls go to Virginia residents
Virginia residents get first dibs on last remaining Bank Rolls loaded with U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking 
Liberties dating back to the early 1900’s some worth up to 100 times their face value for the next 2 days

 STATE DISTRIBUTION: A strict limit of 4 State Restricted Bank Rolls per VA resident has been imposed

SILVER: one of the last silver 
coins minted 
for circulation

RARELY SEEN:
minted by the u.s. 

mint in the early 1900’s

ENLARGED 
TO SHOW DETAIL:
year varies 1916-1947

LAST REMAINING: minted in 
philadelphia, denver 

& san francisco
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Yes. These U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberties were minted in the early 1900’s and 
will never be minted again. That makes them extremely collectible. The vast majority of 
half dollars minted after 1970 have no silver content at all and these Walking Liberties were 
one of the last silver coins minted for circulation. That’s why many of them now command 
hundreds in collector value so there’s no telling how much they could be worth in collector 
value someday.

Are these 
Silver Walking 
Liberties worth 
more than 
other half 
dollars:

How do I get 
the State 
Restricted 
Walking Liberty 
Silver Bank 
Rolls:

Virginia residents are authorized to claim up to the limit of 4 State Restricted Walking 
Liberty Silver Bank Rolls by calling the State Toll Free Hotline at 1-800-979-3771  
Ext. RWB3461 starting at precisely 8:30 am this morning. Everyone who does is getting the only State 
Restricted Walking Liberty Silver Bank Rolls known to exist. That’s a full Bank Roll containing 15 Silver 
Walking Liberties from the early 1900’s some worth up to 100 times their face value for just the state 
minimum set by the National Mint and Treasury of just $39 per Silver Walking Liberty, which is just 
$585 for the full Bank Rolls and that’s a real steal because non state residents are not permitted to 
call before 5 pm tomorrow and must pay $1,770 for each Virginia State Restricted Walking Liberty 
Silver Bank Roll if any remain.

Why are so 
many Virginia 
residents 
claiming them:

Because they are the only State Restricted Walking Liberty Silver Bank Rolls known to exist 
and everyone wants their share. Each Bank Roll contains a whopping 15 Silver Walking 
Liberties dating back to the early 1900’s some worth up to 100 times their face value. 
Best of all Virginia residents are guaranteed to get them for the state minimum set by the 
National Mint and Treasury of just $39 per Silver Walking Liberty for the next two days.

How much 
are State 
Restricted 
Walking 
Liberty Silver 
Bank Rolls 
worth:

It’s impossible to say, but some of these U.S Gov’t issued Walking Liberties dating back to the early 
1900’s are worth up to 100 times the face value and there are 15 in each Bank Roll so you better 
hurry if you want to get your hands on them. Collector values always fluctuate and there are never 
any guarantees. But we do know they are the only Virginia State Silver Bank Rolls known to exist 
and Walking Liberties are highly collectible so anyone lucky enough to get their hands on these 
Silver Bank Rolls should hold onto them because there’s no telling how much they could be worth 
in collector value someday.

FACTS: If you are a Virginia State Resident read the important information below about 
claiming the State Silver Bank Rolls, then call the State Toll-Free Hotline at 
8:30 am:  1-800-979-3771 EXT: RWB3461

HOW TO CLAIM THE LAST STATE RESTRICTED BANK ROLLS
(Continued from previous page)

SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY, LLC IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. MINT, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, A BANK OR ANY GOVERNMENT 
AGENCY. IF FOR ANY REASON WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM SHIPMENT YOU ARE DISSATISFIED, RETURN THE PRODUCT FOR A REFUND LESS 
SHIPPING AND RETURN POSTAGE. THIS SAME OFFER MAY BE MADE AVAILABLE AT A LATER DATE OR IN A DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHICAL 
LOCATION. OH RESIDENTS ADD 6.5% SALES TAX. NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY, PO BOX 35609, CANTON, OH 44735 ©2021 NATIONAL 
MINT AND TREASURY.
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up we won’t be surprised if thousands of 
Virginia residents claim the maximum 
limit allowed of 4 Bank Rolls per resident 
before they’re all gone,” said Lynne.

“That’s because after the Bank Rolls 
were loaded with 15 rarely seen Silver 
Walking Liberties, each verified to meet 
a minimum collector grade of very good 
or above, the dates and mint marks of the 
U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberty 
Half Dollars sealed away inside the State 
of Virginia Restricted Bank Rolls have 
never been searched. But, we do know 
that some of these coins date clear back 
to the early 1900’s and are worth up to 
100 times their face value, so there is no 
telling what Virginia residents will find 
until they sort through all the coins,” 
Lynne went on to say.

And here’s the best part. If you are a 
resident of the state of Virginia you cov-
er only the $39 per coin state minimum 
set by the National Mint and Treasury, 
that’s fifteen rarely seen U.S. Gov’t is-
sued Silver Walking Liberties worth up 
to 100 times their face value for just $585 
which is a real steal because non state 
residents must pay $118 per coin which 
totals $1,770 if any coins remain after the 
2-day deadline.

The only thing Virginia residents need 
to do is call the State Toll-Free Hotlines 
printed in today’s newspaper publication 
before the 2-day order deadline ends.

“Rarely seen U.S. Gov’t issued silver 
coins like these are highly sought after, 
but we’ve never seen anything like this 
before. According to The Official Red 
Book, a Guide Book of United States 
Coins many Silver Walking Liberty Half 
Dollars are now worth $40 - $825 each in 
collector value,” Lynne said.

 “We’re guessing thousands of Virginia 
residents will be taking the maximum 
limit of 4 Bank Rolls because they make 
such amazing gifts for any occasion for 
children, parents, grandparents, friends 
and loved ones,” Lynne continued.

“We know the phones will be ring-
ing off the hook. That’s why hundreds 
of Hotline Operators are standing by to 
answer the phones beginning at 8:30 am 
this morning. We’re going to do our best, 
but with just 2 days to answer all the 
calls it won’t be easy. So make sure to tell 
everyone to keep calling if all lines are 
busy. We’ll do our best to answer them 
all.” Lynne said.

The only thing readers of today’s news-
paper publication need to do is make 
sure they are a resident of the state of 
Virginia and call the National Toll-Free 
Hotlines before the 2-day deadline ends 
midnight tomorrow. ■
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opment of current committed 
affordable communities and 
new development.

In Chirilagua, there are 
currently about 525 commit-
ted affordable units and about 
1,175 market affordable units, 
or units that have rents at 
about 60% of the area median 
income but are not subject to 
the same rent restrictions as 
committed affordable units. 

The plan also includes 
various strategies designed 
to protect some of the city’s 
most vulnerable residents. 
There are plans for increas-
es in rent stabilization and, 
through the Virginia Depart-
ment of Housing’s Ready to 
Rent program, support for 
those going through the ap-
plication process for afford-
able housing, particularly 
non-English speakers, gig 
economy workers and those 
with “atypical rent histories,” 
Tamara Jovovic, a city planner 

in the Office of Housing, said.
The small area plan in-

cludes goals and strategies 
for increasing the number of 
affordable units and also aims 
to increase the level of af-
fordability for Chirilagua res-
idents. To reduce affordability 
from 60% AMI to, in many 
places, 50% or 40% AMI, the 
city is pursuing a slightly 
modified version of the densi-
ty-based approach it has used 
to increase  affordable hous-
ing in other areas of the city.

Developers who want 
to build or redevelop in 
Chirilagua can increase the 
height of their buildings 
above the standard maximum 
height if they dedicate 10% of 
the additional building height 
to affordable units split be-
tween 50% and 40% AMI.

According to Jovovic, 
higher levels of affordability 
present a financial challenge 
for developers.

“The challenge of producing 
units at such levels of afford-

ability is that rents typically 
cannot cover the cost of oper-
ating the building let alone the 
debt service associated with its 
construction,” Jovovic said.

Ingris Moran, the lead or-
ganizer of Chirilagua-based 
organization Tenants and 
Workers United and a lifelong 
resident of the neighbor-
hood, said the current plan is 
not enough to help residents 
remain in their community.

“We recognize that this 
plan has a lot of great inten-
tions for the neighborhood 
and it recognizes some of 
the problems our communi-
ty faces,” Moran said. “… But 
our biggest concern as an 
organization is that history 
may repeat itself, where we 
have seen past city policies 
and lack of action from the 
city that has resulted in wide-
spread displacement of work-
ing-class families of color.”

Moran called on the city to 
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New Year's Eve
Festival of Music & More!

Sponsorship & Volunteer opportunities available
WWW.FIRSTNIGHTALEXANDRIA.ORG

Friday, December 31.
Old Town Alexandria.

Family friendly. Affordable.
Most shows only *$20

SCAN CODE FOR
TICKETS & INFO

WWW.FIRSTNIGHTALEXANDRIA.ORG

Don't miss our
DAYTIME activities!

Celebrating 27 years!

$20

*Prices subject to change.

$5

Now accepting reservations for seatings at:
New Year’s Eve 5:00, 7:00 and 9:00 

4 course menu with a glass of champagne

Take-out available!

N. Washington St. 
703.548.4661 127 | lerefugealexandria.com

Serving French  
Cuisine since 1983Le Refuge

Restaurant

Last minute gifts?
Open Christmas Eve 9am-3pm!

915 King Street, Old Town
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-684-1435
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The history of America’s ‘deputy husbands’
Colonial women 
set the stage for 
Alexandria’s female 
entrepreneurs
BY GAYLE CONVERSE  

AND PAT MILLER

During most winters of the 
Revolutionary War, Martha 
Washington would be at her 
husband’s side. She would 
endure the cold journey from 
Mount Vernon to the gener-
al’s headquarters, bringing 
cartloads of supplies for the 
Continental Army.

Most soldiers’ wives could 
not make such a trip to the 
winter encampments in Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey and Mas-
sachusetts. Many were more 
than occupied running their 
household, raising their chil-
dren and shouldering the as-
signment of “deputy husband.”

Coined by historian Lau-
rel Thatcher Ulrich, the term 
“deputy husband” describes 
wives of the colonial period 
who, in times of necessity, 
acted as surrogates for their 
absent spouses, performing 
duties ranging from handling 
legal matters to livestock. 
Women usually became dep-
uty husbands while their 
spouses were away at sea, 
away on extended business 
or away during war.

A 1780 broadside trum-

peted the perseverance of 
early American women: “On 
the commencement of actual 
war, the Women of America 
manifested a firm resolution 
to contribute as much as 
could depend on them, to the 
deliverance of their country. 
Animated by the purest pa-
triotism … they aspire to ren-
der themselves more really 
useful; and this sentiment 
is universal from the north 
to the south of the Thirteen 
United States.”

An Alexandria woman 
channeled the experience 
gained in her role as a deputy 
husband during the Ameri-
can Revolution to become a 
successful Virginia entrepre-
neur. Hannah Colvill Griffith 
operated the prestigious Al-
exandria Coffee-House, one 
of the buildings that today 
forms part of the Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum.

Hannah’s husband David 
Griffith was a friend of George 
Washington and served as a 
Continental officer from Feb-
ruary 1776 until March 1779. 
During his service, Hannah 
Griffith managed the family 
plantation in rural Loudoun 
County, Virginia. After David 
Griffith finished his military 
service, the family gained 
prominence when he became 
rector of Alexandria Church, 

now known as Christ Church, 
of which George Washington 
was a member.

A decade later, Rev. Da-
vid Griffith died at age 47, 
leaving Hannah Griffith and 
seven of their eight chil-
dren – one son already hav-
ing married – with a large 
amount of debt. The family 
was obliged to move from the 
rector’s house. 

Griffith was more fortu-
nate than many widows: The 
Griffths owned several lots in 
Alexandria. In 1789, Griffith 
moved her family to the city, 
where she promptly leased 
out the parcels of land. Grif-
fith still had to provide addi-
tional income, and she knew 
that tavern keeping was one 
of the few businesses open to 
18th century women.

In 1795, Griffith ob-
tained a license to operate 
an “ordinary” and leased the 
smaller of the two buildings 
that make up the Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum complex 
today. Griffith operated the 
Alexandria Coffee House 
from 1794 to 1800. Coffee 
houses – a more exclusive 
version of an ordinary – 
were sophisticated estab-
lishments most often man-
aged by men, but Griffith 
succeeded in the industry. 
Tax records indicate that 

in 1799, she also ran an up-
scale boarding house.

Griffith and other ladies 
of the period channeled 
their “deputy husband” skills 
and set the stage for today’s 
women, using their status, 
experience and industrious-
ness to not only survive but 
thrive. 

Like Griffith, today’s Al-
exandria women are break-
ing down barriers to become 
entrepreneurs and leaders in 
industry.

“Alexandria is home to 
incredible female entrepre-
neurs. They are women who 
are blazing trails in every 
industry imaginable,” Maria 
Ciarrocchi, chief operating 
officer and vice president of 
public policy states for The 
ChamberALX, said. “In addi-

tion to that, these are women 
who care deeply about their 
community and who invest 
their time and energy in sup-
porting other women and 
helping them succeed. It’s 
truly awe inspiring.”

Griffith would be proud.

The writers are found-
ers of Alexandria Celebrates 

Women, a nonprofit that 
highlights influential women 
throughout the city’s history. 

Contact them at AlexandriaCel-
ebratesWomen@gmail.com.
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GADSBY’S TAVERN 
MUSEUM

Location: 134 N. Royal St., 
Alexandria 22314 
Phone: 703-746-4242 
Information: https://alex311.
alexandriava.gov/customer/
request/OHAGENER/details

Museum Hours:
Thursday: 11 a.m. to  4 p.m.
Friday: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday: 1 to 5 p.m.

PHOTO/OFFICE OF 
HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA

Hannah Griffith operated the 
Alexandria Coffee House, lo-
cated on the current site of the 
Gadsby’s Tavern Musuem, from 
1794 to 1800. 
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Designing a deluxe kitchen
The latest and 
greatest kitchen 
design ideas for 2022
BY RORY CALLAGHAN

Today, we will be covering 
both design trends and ap-
pliance offerings that are the 
best of the best for your next 
kitchen design. They’re high-
er end – and therefore not for 
everyone – but for those who 
want the best in functional-
ity and technology, this will 
be educational. The best time 

to consider options is early in 
the process of crafting your 
new kitchen.

Even small kitchens can 
be deluxe, though they re-
quire more clever design than 
large ones because space is at 
a premium. Small kitchens 
often make use of convenient 
hardware features, and they 
can get pricey but are ulti-
mately worth it. 

The concept of top-level 
planning and equipment is 
for people who are remod-

eling or doing new con-
struction and are looking 
for a 15- to 20-year solu-
tion. If you’re growing a 
family from toddlers to 
teens, this is for you. If you 
are young-ish empty nest-
ers, this is for you. If you 
simply love to cook and 
want a kitchen designed to 
improve your convenience 
and your cooking results, 
this is for you.

Here is a list of some 
thoughts and items I consid-
er essential for a kitchen to 
be a top-notch space.

Refrigeration
We’re talking two sepa-

rate machines here: a dedi-
cated freezer and a separate 
refrigerator. Why? Because 
they are better used in differ-
ent locations. The refrigera-
tor belongs in the “pro chef 
circle” with a prep sink and 
rangetop. 

The pro chef circle is fun-
damentally what we’ve called 
“the kitchen triangle” for 
decades, but it’s better be-
cause we’ve added a dedicat-
ed clean-up sink outside the 
circle. Inside the circle is only 
about cooking, not clean-up. 
Because we open the refrig-

erator door 20 times more 
often than the freezer, the 
freezer can be on the end of 
another wall, far from the pro 
chef circle.

Using the walls
Wall ovens and a cook-

top offer ease of use that 
you do not enjoy when us-
ing even a very nice profes-
sional range. It’s simply not 
convenient to haul a large 
roasting pan out of an oven 
that is almost at floor level. 
Wall ovens eliminate stoop-
ing and lifting. 

French door ovens are saf-
er and easier to use than drop 
down doors found in typical 
ovens. Only a few brands of-
fer them, every one of which 
is top quality. The difference 
between a rangetop and a 
cooktop is akin to the dif-
ference between a car and a 
race car. You get more pow-
er, control and cooking space 
with a rangetop because the 
controls are front facing and 
don’t take up valuable burner 
space. 

For wall cabinets with 
doors, make sure you de-
sign them so that they open 
out of the way so you’re not 
constantly opening doors 

throughout meal prepara-
tion. I want your kitchen 
to have the efficiency of a 
restaurant line. That means 
no excessive reaching or 
bending. 

The value of induction 
Induction cooktops are 

electric with power, speed 
and control that rivals natu-
ral gas. They’re also safer and 
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I’ve been 
asked to 

make stuff that 
is impossible. 
When clients 
hear that, they 
respond, ‘But 
it’s custom, 
right?’ Yes, 
it’s custom, 
not magic.”

Fontaine ‘To Go’ Coffee Shop (2 doors right)  
7 am to 2:30 pm daily -- Coffee, croissants, locally made pastries & more!
Check out our market bags, gift certificates & more 

for the perfect “one size fits all” gift!

FONTAINE Mon. - Fri. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm                             
5:30-10:00pm              
Sat. - Sun. - 9 am - 10 pm

Dine in, try curbside take out or local delivery  
www.fontainebistro.com | 703-535-8151

Join Us for Our Famous New Year's Eve
House Party Starting at 10 pm!

Bottomless wine/beer with light appetizers

$111 per person* / limited to 50!

Call 703.566.9867 to reserve your spot. 
*Must have CoVid vaccination form

or current PCR test

207 King St, Alexandria

www.tailshigh.org
meow@tailshigh.org
703-819-5240

Cat rescue and adoption

Wishing you a

happy holiday 

season 

of purrs and 

head boops

All are Welcome

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
1608 Russell Road, Alexandria
www.emmanuelonhigh.org

Families are welcome to join

Christmas Eve “Pageant in the Pews”
Friday, December 24, 3:00 pm & 5:00 pm

Christmas Eve Vigil & Holy Eucharist
Friday, December 24, 9:00 pm

The Feast of the Nativity & Holy Eucharist
Saturday, December 25, 10:00 am

Please note:
Masks are required at our services.

New hours! 
Family friendly! 

Enjoy our patio!
11am-3pm  Sat/Sun Brunch

3pm -7pm Happy Hour

Open daily for lunch & dinner 
1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray

703.836.1212 • www.kaizentavern.com

New: party platters! 



greener than flame burners. 
If you’re a devoted gas cook, 
consider modern induction 
if you’re up for a cleaner ma-
chine. 

Combi steam ovens 
The crew at the shop 

knows I’m an avid fan of 
steam baking. Everything 
comes out better in a steam 
oven – that’s a bold state-
ment I have yet to see proven 
false – and they are not all 
expensive. Countertop ver-
sions are available between 
$300 and $600. Built-in units 
start under $2000 and can 
be plumbed with a supply 
and drain line for worry-free 
steam cooking forever. 

Do not buy a steam oven if 
you don’t want to learn how 
to use it. You must be an as-
piring or skilled cook to make 
this leap, but if you are, you’ll 
be rewarded. A combi steam 

oven does bagless sous vide. 
Ribs can be steamed to ten-
der perfection, then glazed 
and crisped on bake or broil. 
There is almost no work, lit-
tle clean up and it makes for 
better food. What’s not to 
like? 

Beautiful and 
functional

For clever, mind-bending 
looks, consider including 
pull-out pantry base cab-
inets that appear to be a 
bank of drawers. You would 
do this for the sake of sym-
metry on either side of a 
rangetop: One side gets real 
drawers, while the other has 
different functionality with 
an identical twin appear-
ance. It could house oils, 
sprays and spices. 

We can do almost any-
thing you can envision, while 
complying with the rules of 
physics. 

I’ve been asked to make 

stuff that is impossible. 
When clients hear that, 
they respond, “But it’s cus-
tom, right?”  Yes, it’s cus-

tom, not magic. 

The writer is kitchen planning 
director at M&M Appliance 

& Cabinets on South Wash-
ington Street. Contact him for 

questions – or cooking tips – at 
roryc@mandmappliance.com.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 23, 2021 | 15 HOMES 

PHOTO/RORY CALLAGHAN
Wall ovens offer ease of use and convenience. Pictured here: Indian spicy seasoned chicken legs, with 
brown sugared carrots and sweet potatoes., fresh out of the oven.
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AT A GLANCE
Address: 
601/607 Oronoco St. 
Alexandria, 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
Price: $5,995,000
Square footage: 8145
Bedrooms: 6
Bathrooms: 4 full, 2 half
Year built: 1795
Contact:
Lauren Bishop
202-361-5079
lbishop@mcenearney.com
McEnearney Associates
www.laurenbishophomes.com

HOME OF THE WEEK

A rare offering, the 
P o t t s - F i t z h u g h - L e e 
House resides on a half-
acre double lot in the 
heart of Old Town. The 
grand entrance opens to a 
storybook foyer with his-
toric period details and 
natural light. This Fed-
eral-style townhouse and 
its adjoining twin were 

built circa 1795, and over 
the years George Wash-
ington and Major General 
Henry “Light-Horse Har-
ry” Lee have walked the 
grounds.

Beyond the entry, the 
main level offers ideal 
settings for entertain-
ing with an oversized 
great room, stately din-

ing room and gourmet 
kitchen. Designed with 
traditional elegance, this 
timeless estate is light, 
bright and open through-
out. 

The expansive prima-
ry suite is the perfect es-
cape that boasts a custom 
dressing room and spa 
bath with dual vanities 

and a soaking tub. The 
home features five addi-
tional bedrooms and four 
additional bathrooms. 

Outside the home, the 
garden awaits with pati-
os, countless specimen 
trees and lush grounds. 
Just through the garden, 
is a detached two-car 
garage and studio space. 

This home is located 
on a quiet block that is 
only a few steps from the 
Mount Vernon Trail, Po-
tomac River and shops 
and restaurants on King 
Street and has easy ac-
cess to Ronald Reagan 
National Airport, Metro, 
Amazon HQ2 and major 
commuter routes.  

Left: The home is within walking distance from the Mount Vernon Trail, Potomac River and King Street’s shops and restaurants.
Center:  The Potts-Fitzhugh-Lee House sits on a half-acre double lot in Old Town and stretches more than 8,000 square feet.
Right: Venture through the garden to find the detached two-car garage and studio space.

Historic Old Town home with garden oasis

COURTESY PHOTOS



Our View

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
People were lined up down the sidewalk and around the corner in front 
of Charles Houston Recreation Center to receive COVID-19 tests last 
Thursday, as the Omicron variant has caused cases to surge in Alexan-
dria and nationwide.

Let’s celebrate the 
entirety of Christmas
To the editor:

Every year Alexandria looks abso-
lutely beautiful at Christmas time, with 
lights, wreaths, trees and decorations for 
the holiday season. Some start decorat-
ing for Christmas around Halloween and 
Thanksgiving. Others wait until closer to 
Christmas to mark the very special time 
when Christians celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ – the whole point of Christ-
mas.

As the popular Christmas carol “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas” notes, this 
holiday is more than just one day. The 
first day of Christmas is Dec. 25 – the 
month before the 25th is the preparatory 
season of Advent. Those 12 days lead to 
the feast of the Epiphany on Jan. 6, when 

the three wise men reached Jesus with 
gifts. A week later the baptism of Jesus 
is commemorated, closing the liturgical 
Christmas season on Jan. 13.

So, why would anyone take down 
Christmas decorations just as Christ-
mas is beginning in late December? 
Please, Alexandrians, keep your lights 
and decorations up – especially in front 
of your homes for all to appreciate 
– until well into January.  Even if you 
decorated early this year, keep the cel-
ebration going and the decorations dis-
played  so all who celebrate may enjoy 
the actual Christmas season into the 
new year.

-Kenneth J. Wolfe, 
Alexandria
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Your Views

Please give it a shot!
COVID-19 is surging at a frightening rate in Alexandria right now, 

just in time for Christmas. It feels like we are all Charlie Brown, with a 
lump of coal in our stockings and no Christmas cards in the mailbox.

We’ve gone from 17 actual cases reported on Nov. 30 to 257 reported 
on Wednesday. At the current rate, even without a continued upward 
surge, there would be close to 2,000 new cases in Alexandria in the next 
seven days. See page 1 of this week’s Times, “Analysis: COVID-19 cases 
reach new highs,” for the full story.

It’s safe to say that 99.99% of us are beyond weary of this virus and 
the disruptions it’s causing to our lives, our livelihoods and our outlook 
on life. Churches in Alexandria are faced with the gut-wrenching de-
cision to either cancel Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services yet 
again or potentially put their congregations and staff at risk by holding 
them despite this Omicron-fueled spike.

Amid the increasingly bad news, there are slivers of hope, and now 
is the time to act on what could be a literal lifeline. The bad news with 
the Omicron variant is that vaccinated people are getting breakthrough 
cases at a much higher rate than with earlier versions of the virus.

The good news is that prior immunity conferred by either a vaccine or 
a prior infection seems to be resulting in less severe cases of COVID-19 
from the Omicron variant. This has proven true in South Africa, where 
this variant was first detected.

It is believed that in South Africa a much higher percentage of the 
population than the United States has either already had a case of 
COVID-19 or has been vaccinated, meaning that current cases there are 
likely secondary cases. South Africans who have contracted COVID-19 
during the Omicron-fueled surge are getting severely sick at much low-
er rates than earlier in the pandemic, according to a National Public Ra-
dio report.

So, if you’re fully vaccinated or have had COVID-19, you’re much less 
likely to have a severe case of COVID-19 from the Omicron variant.

The NPR report goes on to state that data indicates about 20% of 
Americans have no immunity to COVID-19 as they are not vaccinated 
and have not had a prior case. Given the extreme contagiousness of the 
Omicron variant, these people are at great risk of contracting a severe 
case of COVID-19. 

This has been borne out in the United Kingdom, where vaccination 
and infection rates more closely mirror the U.S. In the UK, a Reuters re-
port this week said the Omicron variant is causing as many severe cases 
of COVID-19 as earlier variants.

To those Alexandrians who have not had COVID-19 and have also 
not received the vaccine: It’s not too late to reconsider. Even if you’ve 
calculated that until now you didn’t need the vaccine, it’s reached a crit-
ical point and now you really do need it. 

Please trust your doctor, your pastor or others in your community 
who have urged you to get the vaccine and have set an example by get-
ting it themselves. It really could save your life. 

Another piece of good news is that Moderna has reported that 
its booster is highly effective at protecting against severe cases of 
COVID-19 from the Omicron variant. If you’ve had both doses of one of 
the mRNA vaccines – Moderna or Pfizer – or one dose of the Johnson & 
Johnson, go ahead and get the booster if you’re eligible.

At the beginning of 2021, the Times launched a public service cam-
paign of ads and editorials encouraging residents to “Give it a shot.” To 
that, in 2022, we add, “Give it a boost.” Because any life that’s needlessly 
lost is one too many.



Rethinking SROs
School resource officers 

became a flashpoint this year 
in Alexandria. Last May, City 
Council voted 5-1 to redirect 
funding for uniformed Alexan-
dria Police Department officers 
in the public schools to hire ad-
ditional mental health thera-
pists, a human services special-
ist, a mentoring partnership 
coordinator and an additional 
public health nurse.  

School Board member 
Margaret Lorber said that the 
School Board’s prior decision 
to maintain the SRO program 
was “… based on lengthy de-
liberation. I concluded that it 
was not the time to take any 
resources out of our schools.” 
Council’s decision to remove 
SROs contravened the recom-
mendations of the board, ACPS 
Superintendent Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings, Ed.D. and the prin-
cipals of our secondary schools. 

SROs are back in schools 
for the remainder of the school 
year because on Oct. 12 council 
reversed itself. Now is the time 
to think about the SROs, and 
their roles, in different ways.

It is tempting to consider 
the appropriateness of uni-
formed police officers in public 
schools through personal ex-
periences. These experiences 
can range from revulsion at the 
repeated episodes of national 
police violence to a memory 
of an unfortunate personal en-
counter with a police officer.  

In Alexandria and else-
where, the start of this school 
year involved an abnormal-
ly high number of fights and 
more serious violence. Some of 
this may be attributable to the 
pandemic, since more than a 
year of socialization and adap-
tation was lost.

Like classroom teaching 
or the delivery of effective 
counseling services, the SRO 
position, and its effectiveness, 

almost totally depends on atti-
tude, skills and training. If the 
SRO is simply a pres-
ence – a visible deter-
rent to aberrant stu-
dent behavior – then 
the job does not re-
quire much more than 
officers in full body ar-
mor with intimidating 
facial expressions.

The more signifi-
cant potential value of 
SROs is in a human relations 
and counseling context. If 
classroom teaching is neither 
art nor science but instead the 
management of a constella-
tion of relationships, then the 
same thing is true of being 
an effective SRO. A respected 
teacher in ACHS’ International 
Academy said that prior to the 
pandemic the most frequent 
hall pass request the teacher 
received was from boys who 
wanted to talk with an SRO 
about personal concerns.

An overlooked aspect of 
the SRO position is that, to 
a large degree, the job is de-
fined by what does not hap-
pen. Each time a conflict is 
defused or a student is con-
vinced to make a better de-
cision there is an unrecord-
ed success that contributes 
to the welfare of the school. 
School systems have report-
ing procedures for fights, but 
there seems to be no record-
ed data collection for avert-
ed fights and incidents that 
could escalate but do not.

Attempts to assess the SRO 
program by focusing on, for ex-
ample, the number of incidents 
in schools with or without 
SROs are incomplete at best. 
These metrics miss a major 
part of the job: the prevention 
of bad things from happening.

Tenants and Workers Unit-
ed, the Alexandria nonprofit ad-
vocacy group which adamantly 

opposed SROs in schools, issued 
the following statement this 

fall: 
“It’s difficult for 

us to understand 
how it’s acceptable to 
spend $1 million on 
armed police instead 
of spending $1 million 
on holistic approaches, 
supportive programs, 
and community-build-
ing initiatives in our 

schools. That doesn’t make 
sense; we cannot go back to an 
unaccountable system that has 
failed students of color for over 
20 years.”

Exactly. Why couldn’t SROs 
operate as an integral and ef-
fective part of “… holistic ap-
proaches, supportive programs 
and community-building ini-
tiatives” in our schools?

APD’s recent announce-
ment that two SROs have been 
placed on administrative leave 
pending the outcome of an in-
vestigation about, according 
to The Washington Post, “… a 
recent report by a former stu-
dent about alleged sexually in-
appropriate conversations that 
occurred during her time at the 
school” does not change the 
essential question: What are 
the “resources” that school re-
source officers should provide 
in our schools?

With SROs temporarily 
back in ACPS, we should, as 
a community, work toward 
a common understanding of 
what SROs actually do and 
what we want them to do for 
our schools and students.

The writer is a former lawyer, 
member of the Alexandria School 

Board from 1997 to 2006 and 
English teacher from 2007 to 

2021 at T.C. Williams High 
School, now Alexandria City High 

School. He can be reached at 
AboutAlexandria@gmail.com.
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Christmas is for atheists too

Ethical Reflections 
with Rev. Ian Markham

Christmas is upon 
us once again. It is a 
much-needed mid-winter 
festival. The nights are lon-
ger; the days are shorter. The 
weather is cold. We all need 
the log fire burning 
and some color in 
our homes to bright-
en up our days. 

But what about 
our Jewish, Muslim, 
Buddhist and Hin-
du friends? What 
are they supposed 
to do? Fortunately, 
all world religions 
have festivals. So, they each 
have their holidays where 
there is a pause from the 
daily grind and their eyes 
shift from the ephemeral to 
the eternal. And it is amaz-
ing how many traditions 
recognize that mid-winter 
in the northern hemisphere 
is a good time for such a 
holiday. Our Jewish friends 
have Hanukkah; the Bud-
dhists have Rohatsu (Bodhi 
Day); and of course, Wic-
cans mark the Solstice.

But what about our 
atheist friends? Please al-
low me to make the case 
that they should feel free to 
enjoy Christmas. 

First, atheists can fully 
participate in the aesthet-
ics of Christmas. Creating 
a beautiful space is a uni-
versal delight. Having a 
tree, enjoying the music 
and putting on seasonal 
attire are all available and 
can be done without any 
compromise to the prin-
ciples of atheism. It is just 
a fact of history that so 
much great music was fed 
by the religious impulse. 
But Handel’s “Messiah” 
is extraordinary music 
whether or not you are a 
Christian. 

Second, atheists can 

enjoy gift giving. Finding 
a gift for a person you love 
is a joy. Deciding on your 
budget, looking at options 
and trying to get clues as 
to what a person needs are 

fun elements of 
gift buying. The 
fact that the gen-
esis of Christmas 
gift giving are the 
three kings who 
brought gifts to 
the Christ child 
does not detract 
from the sheer 
joy of finding that 

perfect gift. 
Third, atheists can join 

the culture of gratitude 
that surrounds the holiday. 
It was Alain de Botton, an 
atheist philosopher, who 
commended the act of giv-
ing thanks before a meal. 
The good fortune to have 
a home, family, friends, a 
full belly and a good night’s 
sleep are worthy of recog-
nition. One never wants to 
take these things for grant-
ed. There is something 
amazing about living and 
life. Regardless of a person’s 
belief system, one should 
still be grateful for it all. 

So, I invite all atheists to 
find the Christmas music 
channel. Sing with gusto 
about Santa. Pick the tree, 
decorate it with beautiful 
ornaments and wish ev-
eryone the best of holidays. 
Perhaps even on Christ-
mas Eve make your way 
to Christ Church Alexan-
dria or St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Old Town and 
join with countless others 
all marking this moment in 
word and song. Every single 
one of us needs this pause 
and this time of year.

The writer is dean of Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary.

REV. IAN 
MARKHAM
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
Are you and your immediate family members 
registered organ donors?

Last Week  
Have you had a package stolen this year?

A) Yes, we all are.
B) I am but some family members are not.
C) Some family members are but I am not.
D) None of us are.
E) I’m not sure.

68% No. 
25% Yes. 
4% I don’t order packages.
3% No, but I know someone who has.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Abbie’s gift: An everlasting miracle
To the editor:

Our daughter Abbie was 
not just any kid. At 12 years 
old, she was wise beyond her 
years – an old soul if you will. 
Sure, Abbie could be goofy and 
emotional, especially when it 
was her turn to wash dishes, 
but she was also sweet, com-
passionate and carefree. Abbie 
was confident and had an in-
fectious personality that drew 
people to her. Her unmatched 
energy might have something 
to do with keeping up with 
three older brothers. 

Abbie excelled in the class-
room, was a Girl Scout, liked 
riding her bike, loved music, 
playing soccer and swim-
ming. Her favorite musical 
was “Hamilton” and we had 
planned to take her to New 
York City to see the show on 
Broadway for her 13th birth-
day. Sadly, that trip never hap-
pened. 

In February 2021 when I 
came home from work, my 
son Sam mentioned Abbie 
was breathing strangely. She 
seemed okay, but I took her to 
the local ER as a precaution. 
Doctors ran tests and discov-
ered Abbie’s blood sugar was 
elevated. They determined she 
likely had undiagnosed type 1 
diabetes.

Out of an abundance of 
caution, doctors recommend-
ed Abbie be admitted to Inova 
Fairfax Children’s Hospital for 
a CT scan and to learn more 
about lifestyle changes we’d 
have to make due to her diag-
nosis.

Shortly after arriving at In-

ova Fairfax, Abbie unexpect-
edly coded in the CT, and doc-
tors and nurses rushed into 
her room to “get her back.” 
Standing outside the CT room 
with my husband in disbe-
lief, we waited for news. She 
was critical but stable, so they 
brought her back to her room.

She coded once more and 
was again able to be resusci-
tated. After doctors stabilized 
her, it seemed the worst was 
behind us as Abbie watched 
TV, texted her friends and 
communicated with us. But 
then another heartbreaking 
turn of events. Abbie became 
agitated, eventually unre-
sponsive and was declared 
brain dead due to complica-
tions from acute onset Diabet-

ic Keto Acidosis.
Within 72 hours, we lost 

the heartbeat of our family. 
Now 10 months later, I still 
cannot put our shock into 
words.

Despite our grief, we decid-
ed to donate Abbie’s organs. 
I knew without a doubt she 
would have wanted to help 
others. As devastating as it 
was to lose our baby girl, we 
knew if she couldn’t use her 
organs why wouldn’t we give 
them to someone who could? 
Now, her organ donation is 
a bright light in this painful 
experience. Still, we will miss 
Abbie’s larger-than-life pres-
ence around the Christmas 
tree this year. 

I feel at peace knowing the 

holidays will be very different 
in a good way for the four peo-
ple Abbie saved through her 
lifesaving organ donations. 
A dad in his 30s received one 
of Abbie’s kidneys and now 
can spend more time with his 
family. Her other kidney went 
to a woman in her 20s who 
was very ill but now can fol-
low her passion and travel the 
world. She also plans to work 
in nursing.

A woman in her 60s re-
ceived both of Abbie’s lungs 
and with every renewed 
breath she takes I imagine she 
is grateful to have a second 
chance at life. Lastly, a teen-
age boy received Abbie’s liver 
and now can go on to graduate 
from high school and accom-
plish his dreams. 

While our hearts are 
breaking celebrating the first 
Christmas without our Abbie, 
we know we would regret it if 
we didn’t say “yes” to organ 
donation on her behalf. I un-
derstand people are hesitant 
to think about their mortality, 
but I implore you to be part of 
the miracle and register to be 
an organ, eye and tissue donor 
at BeADonor.org. 

We founded the Abigail C 
Bachmore Memorial Foun-
dation Inc. to keep Abbie’s 
memory alive, which raises 
awareness about pediatric or-
gan donation and pediatric 
diabetes. We hope to spread 
kindness and prevent other 
families from experiencing 
similar pain. 

-Beth Bachmore, 
Alexandria
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Beth Bachmore with her daughter Abbie.



modify the plan by focusing on 
achieving 30% AMI for afford-
able housing, a concrete plan 
for ongoing engagement with 
the community and targeted 
investments for the neighbor-
hood. She also claimed that 
the 10% affordable housing 
contribution for developers 
pursuing increased density 
would be minimal in many 
cases compared to the actual 
needs of the community.

Residents who live outside 
the neighborhood expressed 
concerns about the potential 
impacts of the plan on areas 
outside Arlandria, in the form 
of spillover traffic and parking.

“There is absolutely no 
way that adding this much 
density is going to result in, 
at worst, a six-second traffic 
delay. As we all know, one 
single bus stopping on the 
road will add at least 15 sec-
onds to our trip,” Tom Goslin, 
who lives in a neighborhood 
adjacent to Arlandria, said.

Councilor Canek Agu-
irre pointed out that based 
on studies performed by the 
city, affordable housing resi-
dents typically own fewer ve-
hicles than their market rate 
counterparts and that the 
traffic impacts may not be as 
significant as it would be in 
other areas of the city.

The plan also outlines the 
city’s approach to addressing 
flooding and stormwater issues 
in the area, which are major 
concerns to many residents. 
There is currently $66.5 million 
worth of projects in the city’s 
10-year capital improvement 
budget that will affect the Ar-
landria/Chirilagua neighbor-
hood, according to the staff 
presentation. Among those are 
four large capacity projects and 
two smaller capital projects, in-
cluding a resilient green street 
project along East Glebe Road.

Jose Ayala, a city plan-
ner involved with the plan, 
outlined general plans that 
are aimed at increasing the 
neighborhood’s sustainabili-
ty and resilience that include 

floodplain protection for new 
development, additional per-
vious area and increased tree 
canopy. Meanwhile, the city 
hopes to maintain the neigh-
borhood’s commercial heart, 
which is located along Mount 
Vernon Avenue, by prevent-
ing land use changes in that 
specific area and by putting 
in place institutionalized 
supports for street vendors.

“We recommend that there 
should be a provision in which 
street vendors can be allowed 
and there will be a process in 
which we are having conver-
sations with the community 
along with [the Alexandria 
Economic Development Part-
nership] and other folks,” Ayala 
said. “We also recognize this is 
an opportunity for folks who 
live in [the community] to grow 
economically and hopefully, in 
the future, with success, they 
can become brick and mortar 
in the neighborhood.”

Open space is another area 
that the community empha-
sized in its public input ses-
sions with the city. According 
to Ayala, the western portion 
of the neighborhood lacks 
easily accessible open space 
and parks, so the city included 
plans for eight new proposed 
open space projects west of 
Mount Vernon Avenue.

“We allocated four acres 
plus of new open space to 
the western portion, allocat-
ing in different locations [to] 
which the people can arrive 
in less than five minutes [of] 
walk[ing],” Ayala said.

Mayor Justin Wilson em-
phasized the need for greater 
road safety, particularly at the 
intersection of Mount Vernon 
Avenue and Glebe Road.

“There are several intersec-
tions in this plan area that have 
safety issues, and I’ve certainly 
had dialogue with residents in 
recent weeks about some of the 
challenges in several of these 
intersections,” Wilson said. 
“We just had another serious 
crash a couple days ago in the 
plan area.”

Councilor Mo Seifeldein 
argued that while the level 

of affordability might not be 
exactly what the community 
needs, it is more affordable 
than current rates and rep-
resents a path forward at a 
time when inaction would be 
more deadly.

“We’re on the right path. I 
have some concerns with this 
plan, but just given the circum-
stances and some of the other 
restrictions we have, we just do 
what we can with the tools that 
we have,” Seifeldein said.

Aguirre made a motion, sec-
onded by Chapman, to approve 
the small area plan. The motion 
was approved 6-0, since Vice 
Mayor Elizabeth Bennett-Park-
er was not present.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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     Ruth S. Padgett passed away in her sleep on Dec. 5, 2021 in Eugene, Oregon.  She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Charles L. Padgett, and is survived by her daughters, Pamela and Courtenay 
Padgett. 
     Ruth was born in Baltimore, Maryland on Feb. 26, 1932 to Beverly and Bertha (Layhee) Stansbury. In 
the last six years, Ruth lived in Eugene to be close to Courtenay, after living in Phoenix, Arizona for 14 
years. While in Phoenix she was very involved with The Heard Museum, becoming quite knowledgeable 
in Native American culture, art and jewelry.  But, her first love was Alexandria, Virginia where she lived 
for more than 40 years.  
     Ruth began her career in Alexandria as a special education teacher, moving into social work, initially 
with the City of Alexandria and then with The American Red Cross. Along the way her love of fashion 
and style had her working with several clothing boutiques. Ruth was active in city politics, participating 
in numerous election campaigns and civic endeavors. She devoted many years to the Little Theatre of 
Alexandria, producing shows and serving on the Board of Governors. 
     Throughout her life she was, perhaps, best known for organizing, catering, and hosting parties. She ca-
tered dozens of weddings and scores of birthdays, openings and celebrations.  Her Washington’s Birthday 
open house on Prince Street was the place to be for a decade. At her request, and in the spirit of Ruth’s 
love of a good party, we are bequeathing to her friends her recipe for the super-secret shrimp mousse. 

Super-secret shrimp mousse 
• 3 lb. cooked shrimp (the small “salad shrimp” are ideal)
• 2 cups sour cream
• 1 lb. cream cheese
• 1 cup Hellman mayonnaise
• ½ green pepper, chopped fine
• ½ small onion, chopped fine
• 1 4-oz. jar of pimento – chopped fine
• ½ cup prepared chili sauce
• Dash of Tabasco sauce
• 1 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce. 
• 2 Tbsp. lemon juice
• ½ cup cold water
• 2 envelopes gelatin. 

1.  Heat the lemon juice, water and gelatin in a double boiler.
2.  Using a food processor, chop the shrimp quite finely and transfer to a large bowl.
3.  Add chopped green pepper and onion to the bowl with the shrimp and mix.
4.  Mix the sour cream, cream cheese, mayonnaise, pimento, chili sauce, Tabasco and Worcestershire 
sauce in the food processor.
5.   Mix all (except the gelatin mixture) ingredients together in the large bowl.
6.   Add the gelatin mixture last and combine well.
7.   Prepare a mold (the Ruth classic is a fish mold) by coating the surface well with Pam or similar spray oil.
8.   Pour the shrimp mixture into the mold, cover with plastic wrap and allow it to set in the refrigerator 
overnight. 
9.   When the mousse is set, remove the plastic, cover the mold with the serving platter and flip the platter 
and mold over to release the mousse.  You may need to use a warm, wet cloth on top of the mold to 
release the mousse.
10.   The mousse is served with crackers.  The classic-Ruth choice is Waverly Wafers.  

In lieu of flowers, a donation may be made to the Greenhill Humane Society in Eugene, Oregon, The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria or the Heard Museum in Phoenix, Arizona.

Ruth S. Padgett



R-RATED FILMS by Desiree Penner and Jeff Sinnock edited by David Steinberg
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ACROSS
1 Dynamic introduction?
5 Succulent known for its 

nectar
10 Fresh talk
14 Long tale
18 Read, as a bar code
19 DNA strand shape
20 One may play in the ocean
22 Fishing site
23 Movie about the “Simpsons” 

father trying to survive solo?
25 River through Paris
26 Land parcels
27 Skip the big wedding
28 Appears to be
30 ETs’ transports
31 Kind of sax
32 Cove, for one
34	 Movie	about	a	couple	fighting	

over orange juice preferenc-
es?

37 Without wavering
41 “The Sweetest Taboo” singer
42 Movie about the rise and fall 

of Helen’s city?
45 Big beer order
47 “Again!”
52 Ancient letter
53 Crawls, perhaps, but doesn’t 

walk
55 Sound of resignation
58 Resident of the second-larg-

est state

59 Doorway
61 Mimic
62 Shipwreck site, say
64 Reject as untrue
65 Freudian focus
66 Movie about a guppy named 

for an African country?
72 Senior event
73 Key left of Q
74 Equipment
75 Movie about a group that 

writes apprehension-themed 
verses?

82 Fly catcher
85 Count (on)
86 “Whatever you say”
87 Mme., in the U.S.
88 Turtle cover
90 “To recap ...”
92 Pitched shelter
94 Double-deckers, e.g.
97 University with the oldest a 

cappella group
98 Sounded like a chick
100 “Silly me!”
102 Movie about singer Paisley’s 

fan club?
104 Parks in civil rights history
107 One has many quick bites
109 Movie about an aptly named 

cranky ranger?
114 ___ down (gets thinner)
117 Nepal’s locale
118 Word after “gray” or “Bay”

119 Move laterally
123 “Eat crow” or “talk turkey”
125 Neighbor of Senegal
126 Instruments in Buddhist 

temples
128 Movie about an association 

of horror movie lovers?
130 Squeezed (by)
131 Wise member of a church
132 Fabricate, as a signature
133 Retired tennis star Kournikova
134 Barq’s rival
135 Certain children
136 Twitch
137 Cincinnati sluggers
DOWN
1 Tennis’ Arthur ___ Stadium
2 Cause of some food poison-

ing
3 Name that anagrams to 

Norma
4 Like solitaire
5 “Now I get it!”
6 Hair stiffeners
7 Soothing stuff in lotion
8 42-Down hugger?
9 Free from obligation
10 Morse code plea
11 Consumed with gusto
12 Doesn’t tip
13 Madame, in Mexico
14 Accident sound in a cafeteria
15 Garlicky sauce
16 Arrive at

17 Fire crime
21 Dwell
24 Swamp plants
29 Sit and mope
33 Ink on the body
35 Caustic cleansers
36 Gumball cost, once
38 Maintain a lawn
39 Divas’ solos
40 Mythical maiden
42 Poplar or plum
43 It helps you climb the ladder
44 No longer fooled by
46 Certain child
48 Hope chest wood
49 “Olly olly ___ free”
50 Author Ayn
51 Irish singer of “May It Be”
54 Religious offshoots
56 “How ‘bout that?!”
57 Natural property divider
60 Almost a meter
63 Guitar ridge
67 Stylish fellows
68 “Later!”
69 Batteries for remotes, per-

haps
70 Drop the ___ (admit adora-

tion)
71 Paths
72 Fork over money
75 Leak sound
76 Actress Russo
77 End of an ultimatum

78 Before, to Browning
79 Watch over
80 What may be eschewed 

instead of chewed
81 One Time?
82 Become threadbare
83 Jazz legend Fitzgerald
84 Ran, as colors
89 Prius, e.g.
91 Not more than
93 Protein sold in blocks
95 Chemical safety org.
96 6-1, 7-6, etc., in tennis
99 Prescription measure
101 Deli meats
103 Sparked again
105 Casual walk
106 One is prepared for a meet-

ing
108 Spruces (up)
109 Widely known
110 Japanese port
111 Agitated
112 Vikings’ attacks
113 Felt fury
115 Pooh’s creator
116 In good condition
120 Plummet
121 Old Italian currency
122 Caviar, essentially
124 Entrepreneurial degrees 

(Abbr.)
127 Sophs., in two years
129 Skirt edge

MARGARET DIMELER (71), formerly of Alexandria,  

Dec. 15, 2021

MILDRED DUDLEY, (93), of Alexandria, Dec. 16, 2021

RUTH GARRETT (87), of Alexandria, Dec. 2, 2021

WALTER HANDY JR. (103), formerly of Alexandria,  

Dec. 13, 2021

MARK PANKIN (76), of Alexandria, Dec. 17, 2021

LORNA REINKE (93) of Alexandria, Dec. 16, 2021

DEATH NOTICES
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AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-510-
0805

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 

757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-4974

LEGAL NOTICE 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL

JANUARY 2022

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below. NOTICE: 
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 

at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue the 
public hearing to a future date. For 
further information, call the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning at 
703.746.4666 or visit alexandriava.
gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2022 7:00 
PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 2022
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic emer-
gency, these meetings will be held 
electronically. If held electronically, 
the meetings are being held pursu-
ant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-
3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
to undertake essential business 
and members of the public bodies 

and staff will be participating from 
remote locations through a Zoom 
Webinar.

Electronic access will be provided 
whether the meetings are in person 
or electronic. The Planning Com-

mission and City Council Public 
Hearings can be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government Channel 70 and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
Electronic participation is also 
available via Zoom by registering to 

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Roha Trading LLC

Roha Ethiopian Restaurant

291 S Van Dorn St 

Alexandria

22304-4303

Wine and Beer On Premises and Mixed Beverage

Asmare Kebede Managing Member
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attend the hearings via the follow-
ing registration links:

Planning Commission (Public 
Hearing Webinar):
The Webinar will open at 6:30 p.m. 
to allow individuals to join, while 
the Planning Commission hearing 
will begin at approximately 7:00 
p.m.
Registration Link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_Qn7cT 
027StStypADxDgAxw

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 999 2239 9897
Password: 822842

City Council (Public Hearing 
Webinar):

Registration Link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN__I0X-ISpS 
B6l-9LDLjXAcg

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 958 7605 7149
Password: 970428

Public comment will be received 
at the meetings. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Planning & Zoning staff at Plan-
Comm@alexandriava.gov for the 
Planning Commission hearing, to 
the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@al-
exandriava.gov for the City Council 
hearing, or make public comments 
on the day of either hearing.

For reasonable disability accommo-

dation for the Planning Commis-
sion hearing, contact Jackie Cato 
at jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711. 
For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the City Council hearing, 
please call the City Clerk and Clerk 
of Council’s Office at 703.746.4550 
(TTY/TDD 838-5056). We request 
that you provide a 48-hour notice 
so that the proper arrangements 
may be made.

Zoning Text Amendment #2021 
00004
Co-living Dwelling Proposal
(A) Initiation of a Text Amend-
ment; and (B) Public Hearing and 
consideration of a Text Amend-
ment to the Zoning Ordinance to 
amend Article II to define co-living 
dwelling and amend apartment 
hotel and tourist home definitions; 
amend Article III to allow co-living 
dwellings with a Special Use Permit 
in RM, RB, RS, RT, RMF zones; 
amend Article III to allow co-living 
dwellings with an administrative 
Special Use Permit in RCX, RA, 
RC, RD zones; amend Article 
IV to allow co-living dwellings 
with an administrative Special 
Use Permit in CC, CSL, CG, CD, 
CD-X, CL, OC, OCH, OCM(50), 
OCM(100), NR; amend Article V 
to allow co-living dwellings with an 
administrative Special Use Permit 
in CRMU-L, CRMU-M, CRMU-H, 
CRMU-X, W-1, zones; amend 
Article VI to allow co-living dwell-
ings with an administrative Special 
Use Permit in KR zone; amend 
each zone listed above to classify 
the use as non-residential for the 
purpose of applying area and bulk 
regulations for up to two co-living 
dwellings; amend Article VIII to 
establish parking requirements for 
co-living dwellings; and amend Ar-
ticle XI to establish administrative 
review criteria including number of 
units, maximum occupancy, sign 
requirements, and the minimum 
term for lease agreements as well as 
identify conditions which require a 
Special Use Permit in the aforemen-
tioned zones. 
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Zoning Text Amendment #2021-
00009
A Text Amendment to the CDD 
#12 Zoning Table
(A) Initiation of a Text Amend-

ment; and (B) Public Hearing and 
consideration of a Text Amend-
ment to the Zoning Ordinance to 
amend Section 5-602(A), CDD 
#12, development guidelines, to 
increase the Maximum Height 
limit and allowable uses within the 
CDD to conform to the Arlandria/
Chirilagua Plan.
Applicant: City of Alexandria, 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
and Office of Housing

City Charter Section 9.06 Case 
#2021-00006*
Coordinated Development District 
Conceptual Design Plan #2021-
00005 
Development Special Use Permit 
#2021-10024 
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2021-00063 
Vacation #2021-00001
221 West Glebe Road and 3606, 
3610, 3612 and 3700 Mount Ver-
non Avenue - AHDC Glebe/Mt. 
Vernon
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests for: (A) Planning Com-
mission to review whether the pro-
posed disposition of property (3700 
Mount Vernon Avenue) by the City 
of Alexandria is consistent with 
the City of Alexandria Master Plan 
pursuant to Section 9.06 of the City 
Charter; (B) a Coordinated Devel-
opment District (CDD) Conceptual 
Design Plan; (C) a Development 
Special Use Permit (DSUP) with 
site plan including special use per-
mits for additional density through 
the provision of affordable housing 
pursuant to Section 7-700 and for 
a parking reduction; modifications 
to the height-to-setback ratio, the 
line at zone transition, and the front 
yard setback as per Sections 6-403, 
7-902(A) and 7-902(B) respectively, 
to construct a mixed-use affordable 
housing multifamily development 
with structured parking; (D) a Tier 
III Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit (TMP 
SUP); and, (E) the Vacation (VAC) 
of a portion of City-owned alley; 
zoned: CDD #12/Coordinated 
Development District #12. 
Applicant: Alexandria Housing De-
velopment Corporation (AHDC), 
represented by Duncan W. Blair, 
attorney, and the City of Alexandria 
(Section 9.06 Case) 

*Please note: City Charter Section 
9.06 Case #2021-00006 will be 

heard by the Planning Commission 
only and by the City Council only 
upon appeal.

Discussion Item   Draft FY 2023 
Long Range Planning Interdepart-
mental Work Program
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Special Use Permit #2021 00095
220 East Monroe Avenue 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 
with lot modifications for the rede-
velopment of a substandard lot with 
a single family dwelling; zoned: R 2 
5/Single and two family. 
Applicant: Capitol Hill Iron Gate 
JV, LLC, represented by Timothy 
Sullivan, agent

Master Plan Amendment #2021 
00009
Rezoning #2021 00008
Development Special Use Permit 
#2021 10026 
3701 West Braddock Road   Alex-
andria City High School Project, 
Minnie Howard Campus
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests for: (A) an amendment 
to the Seminary Hill/Strawberry 
Hill Small Area Plan chapter of the 
Alexandria Master Plan to amend 
the Height Limit Map from 35 feet 
to 77 feet for the subject property 
and to amend the City Land Use 
Map to switch the Institutional 
and Parks & Open Space land uses 
for the subject property; (B) an 
amendment to the official zoning 
map to change the zone from POS/
Public Open Space and Commu-
nity Recreation zone and R 12/
Single-Family zone to OCM(50)/
Office Commercial Medium 
(50) zone and POS/Public Open 
Space and Community Recreation 
zone; (C) a Development Special 
Use Permit with Site Plan for the 
construction of a new high school 
building, community services and 
athletic fields and courts, including 
Special Use Permits to allow in the 
POS zone a public park, congregate 
recreational facilities, and lighting 
facilities for nighttime use, congre-
gate recreational facility lighting up 
to 80 feet in height, and an increase 
in height for recreational area up 
to 30 feet in height; to allow in the 
OCM(50) zone building height 
to exceed 50 feet up to 77 feet and 
to exceed the parking maximum; 

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
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262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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and modifications to the landscape 
islands requirements and street 
tree spacing requirements in the 
Landscape Guidelines; zoned: R 12/
Single Family Residential and POS/
Public Open Space and Communi-
ty Recreation.
Applicant: City of Alexandria and 
Alexandria City Public Schools, 
represented by Erika L. Gulick, 
ACPS

Rezoning #2021 00004
Development Special Use Permit 
#2021 10017
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2021 00052 
1033, 1055 and 1111 North Fairfax 
Street   Tidelock
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for (A) an amend-
ment to the official zoning map to 
change the zone for the site from 
OCM(50)/Office Commercial 
Medium (50) zone to CRMU X/
Commercial Residential Mixed 
Use (Old Town North) zone; (B) a 
Development Special Use Permit 
and site plan with modifications to 
construct two multifamily buildings 
(Buildings A and B) with 234 units 
including an arts and cultural 
anchor and a commercial building 
(Building C) with an arts and cul-
tural anchor, including special use 
permits for multifamily dwellings 
in the CRMU X zone, to increase 
the floor area ratio to 2.5 in the 
CRMU X zone, for bonus density 
and height (for Buildings A and 
B) for the provision of affordable 
housing, for bonus density and 
height (for Buildings A and B) for 
the provision of an arts and cultural 
anchor in Old Town North, for a 
live entertainment use and outdoor 
recreation and entertainment use 
(Building C), a parking reduction 
for the multifamily dwellings and 
the commercial use and a loading 
reduction for the arts and cultural 
anchor and/or commercial use; (C) 
a Special Use Permit for a transpor-
tation management plan (tier two); 
zoned: OCM(50)/Office Commer-
cial Medium (50).
Applicant: Tidelock Property Own-
er, LLC, represented by Kenneth W. 
Wire, attorney

Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for the Planning Com-
mission to adopt a resolution to set 
its meeting schedule and establish 
continuation dates for meetings.

Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL 
BE HEARD BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION ONLY AND BY 
CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON 
APPEAL:

City Charter Section 9.06 Case 
#2021-00009 
3002A Mosby Street 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Planning Com-
mission to review whether the 
proposed sale of property by the 
City of Alexandria is consistent 
with the City of Alexandria Master 
Plan pursuant to Section 9.06 of the 
City Charter. 
Applicant: City of Alexandria

LEGAL NOTICE 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

JANUARY 2022

The item described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
on the date and time listed below. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future date. 
For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit www.alex-
andriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2022 7:00 
PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic emer-
gency, the meeting will be held 
electronically. If held electronically, 
the meeting is being held pursuant 
to Virginia Code Section 2.2-
3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
to undertake essential business 
and members of the public bodies 

and staff will be participating from 
remote locations through a Zoom 
Webinar.

Electronic access will be provided 
whether the meeting is in person or 
electronic. The Planning Commis-
sion Hearing can be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government Channel 70 and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
Electronic participation is also 
available via Zoom by registering to 
attend the hearing via the following 
registration link:

Planning Commission (Public 
Hearing Webinar):
The Webinar will open at 6:30 p.m. 
to allow individuals to join, while 
the Planning Commission hearing 
will begin at approximately 7:00 
p.m.

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_Qn7cT-
027StStypADxDgAxw

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 999 2239 9897
Password: 822842

Public comment will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Planning 
& Zoning staff at PlanComm@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments through the conference 
call on the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the Planning Commis-
sion hearing, contact Jackie Cato 
at jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711. 

Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for the Planning Com-
mission to adopt a resolution to set 
its meeting schedule and establish 
continuation dates for meetings.
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

 
RESOLUTION TO SET PLAN-
NING COMMISSION MEETING 
SCHEDULE 
AND ESTABLISH CONTINUA-
TION DATES FOR MEETINGS

WHEREAS, pursuant to Code of 
Virginia § 15.2-2214, the Planning 

Commission has the authority to 
set the date of its regular meetings 
and dates to which it may continue 
those meetings if the chair (or 
vice chair) finds and declares that 
weather or other conditions are 
such that it is hazardous for mem-
bers to attend the meeting.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, 
VIRGINIA THAT:

1. The Planning Commission will 
meet on the following dates:
•February 1, 2022
•March 1, 2022
•April 7, 2022
•May 3, 2022
•June 7, 2022
•June 23, 2022

2.If any meeting needs to be 
continued, it will be continued on 
the first Thursday that is not a legal 
holiday. If the first Thursday is a 
legal holiday, then the hearing will 
be continued to the first Tuesday, 
that is not a legal holiday.  

ADOPTED: January 4, 2022

_____________________
NATHAN M. MACEK, CHAIR, 

PLANNING COMMISSION

ATTEST:
_____________________
KARL W. MORITZ, SECRETARY

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions.   

AT
Advertise
 with us 
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Advertise
 with us 
in 2022!Margaret Stevens

mstevens@alextimes.com

Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com
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H A P P Y  H O L I D A Y S
During the holiday season, our thoughts turn gratefully to our communities and to our 

clients. From our family to yours, we hope your holidays are filled with warmth and cheer.

LEADERSHIP Maureen McEnearney Dunn, President · Dave Hawkins, Chief Operating Officer · Michael Day, EVP & Managing Broker RESIDENTIAL 
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Tracy Dunn · Kristina Eells · Josephine Erkiletian · Mary Farrell · Kimberly Fazio · Sue Feinthel · James Gallagher · Sandra Gehring · Rochelle Gray · Lisa Groover 
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