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Gratitude turns 
what we have into 

enough, and more. It 
turns denial into accep-
tance, chaos into order, 
confusion into clarity...it 
makes sense of our past, 
brings peace for today, 

and creates a vision 
for tomorrow. 

-Melody Beattie

“

”

Christine Garner 
Weichert Realtors

(703) 587-4855
www.christinegarner.com 

Christine@ChristineGarner.com
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A look back on 2021
Last year, as we mused on 

the crazy year that was 2020 
and the unexpected arrival 
of a devastating global pan-
demic, we wondered, “Will 
our lives ever more be mea-
sured by ‘before the pandem-
ic and after?’” One year later, 
it seems clear that the answer 
to that question is “yes.”

As 2021 arrived, we were 
awash in hope that the new 
COVID-19 vaccine might put 
the pandemic in our rearview 
window by year’s end. Now, 
with another new COVID-19 
variant circling the globe, 
one that is much more conta-
gious though apparently less 
deadly than its predecessors, 
we see that this was wishful 
thinking.

The vaccine itself is noth-
ing less than a triumph. Star-
tling advances in research 
and technology – the timely 
culmination of decades of re-
search on messenger RNA – 
paired with a useful partner-
ship between business and 
government enabled effec-
tive vaccines to be rolled out 
nationwide just 11 months 
after the first cases were con-
firmed. 

By early January 2021, 
vaccine clinics were being 
held around the city, begin-
ning with those hit hardest by 
COVID-19: seniors in assisted 
living facilities. By early sum-
mer, everyone in Alexandria 
who was medically cleared 
for it had access to free doses 
of either the Pfizer-BioNTech, 
Moderna or Johnson & John-
son vaccine. 

Caseloads, which had 
spiked in January into ear-

ly February 2021, dropped 
steadily into the summer. 
While the Delta variant 
caused caseloads to surge a 
bit in early fall, they were no-
where near earlier levels. A 
sense of normalcy began to 
creep back into our lives.

That sense of normalcy, 
or maybe just a new normal, 
somewhat remains, but as 
2021 draws to a close amid 
soaring cases of the new Omi-
cron COVID-19 variant, this 
will last only as long as hospi-
tals are not overwhelmed. 

While many other import-
ant topics commanded our at-
tention in Alexandria during 
2021, even those that seemed 
unrelated to COVID-19 were 
impacted by the pandemic.

Foremost was our tri-an-
nual local election for may-
or, City Council and School 
Board. While Alexandria re-
mains steadfastly a one-party 
town, the Democratic prima-
ry was competitive, with 13 
City Council candidates vying 
for six party slots on the bal-
lot.

It appeared incumbent 
Mayor Justin Wilson would 
be without a challenger af-
ter Councilor Mo Seifeldein, 
a lawyer who works for the 
federal government, tossed 
his hat in the mayoral ring 
only to later realize the 
Hatch Act prohibited him 
from running. Many resi-
dents for months had been 
urging former Mayor Allison 
Silberberg to run again, and 
on the last possible day Sil-
berberg decided to enter the 
race for mayor.

While Wilson prevailed 

in the primary and Demo-
crats captured all seven seats 
on the dais in November, 
contested elections bene-
fit everyone by presenting a 
broader range of ideas and 
viewpoints to voters. The 
presence of Silberberg in the 
primary and Republicans 
and independents on the fall 
ballot ensured a vigorous, 
multi-faceted discussion of 
Alexandria’s issues.

COVID-19 impacted this 
election in that voters were 
for the most part not able to 
see the candidates debate in 
person. While online forums 
were decidedly better than 
none at all, they were not a 
full substitute for watching 
those vying for office duke it 
out in person.

COVID-19 continued to 
have a tremendous impact 
on Alexandria City Public 
Schools. Many parents were 
increasingly upset with ACPS 
during the 2020-21 school 
year for being slower to re-
sume in-person learning than 
most neighboring jurisdic-
tions, even after COVID-19 
vaccines became available to 
teachers and school staff. 

This reluctance to resume 
in-person learning was par-
ticularly perplexing given the 
school system’s intense focus 
on equity issues, since testing 
data clearly showed that mi-
nority and special needs chil-
dren were disproportionately 
harmed by remote learning.

Other notable milestones 
for ACPS in 2021 included 
stripping the name of former 
Alexandria Superintendent 
T.C. Williams, a noted segre-

gationist, from the name of 
the city’s only high school, 
and renaming it Alexandria 
City High School. Addition-
ally, the name of Confederate 
naval officer Matthew Maury 
was removed from a Rose-
mont elementary school and 
replaced with that of former 
Alexandria teacher Naomi 
Brooks.

The controversial project 
to place lights on the field of 
Alexandria City High School, 
in violation of an oral pledge 
made to nearby residents al-
most six decades ago, was 
finished by the fall and the 
Titans hosted their first home 
football game in the complet-
ed stadium.

Another notable issue 
involving ACPS is ongoing: 
that of whether armed police 
officers, known as school re-
source officers or SROs, be-
long in city schools. After the 
School Board voted in late 
2020 to keep SROs in schools 
with a revised memorandum 
of understanding, City Coun-
cil voted to strip funding for 
the positions from the city 
budget in May.

A spike in violence in city 
schools ensued this fall, and 
council voted to return SROs 
to the schools through the 
end of the 2021-22 school 
year. This issue promises to 
remain on the front burner 
into 2022 and possibly be-
yond.

Another prominent issue 
impacted by COVID-19 is the 
saga of Karla Dominguez. Her 
alleged murderer, Ibrahim 
Bouaichi, was released on 
bond in April 2020 despite 

being indicted by a grand jury 
on five felony counts for al-
legedly raping Dominguez in 
October 2019. Perhaps Judge 
Nolan Dawkins would have 
decided to release Bouaichi 
anyway, but one of the rea-
sons put forward by Bouaic-
hi’s lawyers was the danger 
COVID-19 posed both to 
them and Bouaichi.

We want to emphasize the 
impact that courageous resi-
dents can have on our city. 
Chief among them is Eliza-
beth Fuller, the former mag-
istrate whose whistleblowing 
led to a semblance of justice 
for the bondsman whose gun 
and vehicle were used by 
Bouaichi to kill Dominguez. 
That Fuller was subsequently 
fired for talking to the Times 
about her action against the 
bondsman is one of the most 
outrageous events of 2021. 
We fervently hope justice 
eventually prevails for Fuller.

Anonymous residents 
also filed several significant 
Freedom of Information Act 
requests with the city, and 
shared their findings with the 
Times, which enabled us to 
look more deeply into issues 
involving SROs, the Domin-
guez case and other topics. 
This was a great public ser-
vice.

Finally, we say farewell 
and thank you to retiring City 
Councilor Del Pepper, retiring 
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, retir-
ing City Manager Mark Jinks 
and retiring Executive Di-
rector of Alexandria’s Small 
Business Development Cen-
ter, Bill Reagan.

-Times staff
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Goodwin House receives 
initial dose of vaccine

Residents and staff at 
Goodwin House Alexandria, 
an elder care facility that 
provides independent and 
assisted living and nursing 
home care, were among the 
first in the city to receive the 
initial dose of the Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine 
in late December and early 
January.. 

All told, Goodwin House, 
in partnership with CVS, was 
able to vaccinate 378 staff 
and residents in its nursing 
home and assisted living lev-
els of care on Dec. 29, 2020. 
Vaccinations actually began 
even sooner at Inova Alexan-
dria Hospital, with first doses 
administered to staff on Dec. 
18, 2020.

Alexandrians describe 
Jan. 6 Capitol Hill riot 

Residents rally around local 
pharmacy during vaccine release

City Council approves 
accessory dwelling units

Mayor Justin Wilson 
announces re-election bid

Vice mayor announces campaign 
for House of Delegates

Vice Mayor Elizabeth 
Bennett-Parker announced 
on Jan. 12 that she would 
be running as a candidate 
to represent the 45th Dis-
trict in the Virginia House 
of Delegates. 

At the time of Ben-
nett-Parker’s announce-

ment, Del. Mark Levine 
represented the district but 
stated his intent to run for 
Lieutenant Governor. As 
part of her bid for the House 
of Delegates, Bennett-Park-
er said she would not run for 
re-election during the 2021 
City Council race.

JANUARY

Henry Rodgers was sup-
posed to be in the Capitol 
on Jan. 6. Rodgers, senior 
congressional correspondent 
for the Daily Caller and an 
Alexandria native, intended 
to cover Congress’ joint ses-
sion that would certify Pres-
ident-elect Joseph Biden’s 
electoral college victory. 
However, very little about 
Jan. 6 went as expected. 

Instead of starting the 
day covering the joint ses-
sion, Rodgers got held up 
recording a T.V. appearance. 
Instead of the joint session 
going ahead as planned, 

members of Congress were 
put into lockdown, as a mob 
of President Donald Trump’s 
supporters marched on the 
Capitol. Spurred on by com-
ments made by the presi-
dent at a rally earlier in the 
day, rioters overwhelmed 
Capitol police and violent-
ly stormed the Capitol. The 
ensuing chaos left six peo-
ple dead, including two po-
lice officers.

Alexandrians who were 
caught in the chaos described 
what it was like to be in the 
midst of such a troubling and 
violent event.

Mayor Justin Wilson an-
nounced on Jan. 21 that he 
would be running for a sec-
ond term.

Wilson’s first term as 
mayor was defined by the 
challenges of a global pan-
demic, national calls for ra-
cial justice and the damage 
caused by increased local 
flooding, as well as local con-
troversy around issues like 
the Seminary Road diet, all of 
which led to his decision to 

run for reelection.
In addition to the fi-

nancial devastation caused 
by the pandemic, Wilson’s 
campaign focused on up-
dating and repairing the 
city’s infrastructure, par-
ticularly its stormwater 
system, which has drawn 
significant criticism from 
a community that has ex-
perienced several intense 
flooding events over the 
last year and a half.

ACPS launches COVID-19 vaccine campaign; Stakeholders discuss Land-
mark redevelopment; Meagan Alderton elected School Board chair; Body 
found in Holmes Run Park

Other notable events:

ELIZABETH 
BENNETT-PARKER

City Council approved 
a preliminary version of a 
zoning text amendment 
that would define accessory 
dwelling units in code with 
restrictions around their 
use, ownership, height and 
location during a public 
hearing on Jan. 23.

ADUs are secondary 
housing units that have a 
separate kitchen, sleeping 
area and bathroom and are 
located within the dwell-
ing already on the proper-
ty – i.e. a basement apart-
ment – or outside the main 
dwelling, such as a de-

tached garage or shed. The 
concept has drawn both 
support and criticism from 
community members who 
either see them as a partial 
solution to the city’s lack of 
housing supply or a catalyst 
for additional density in an 
already dense city.

At around 9 a.m. on Jan. 
15, Yodit Gulelat, the owner 
of Van Dorn Pharmacy, found 
herself facing down a growing 
line of elderly patients eager 
to get their COVID-19 vacci-
nations. The pharmacy had 
just received its first batch of 
Moderna vaccine doses from 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, and the 
line outside her door was bal-
looning. Gulelat, who immi-
grated to the U.S. from Ethio-
pia in 1986, worked non-stop 
to process the winding line of 

patients. Van Dorn Pharmacy 
employs a small staff of phar-
macists and technicians, some 
of whom are Gulelat’s sisters.

By 2:30 p.m., Gulelat had 
run out of vaccines, hav-
ing administered the shot 
to more than 80 customers. 
Despite the long waiting 
times, no one complained. 
As Gulelat was administering 
the vaccine, many residents 
stepped up by going to near-
by stores and picking up cof-
fee and food for Gulelat and 
her small staff and team of 

impromptu volunteers. Gule-
lat and her staff were also 
visited by doctors and nurses 
who said they would be hap-
py to help with administering 
the vaccines if needed.

During the pandemic, 
Gulelat drove out to local 
nursing homes to administer 
the influenza vaccine. She 
did house calls for people on 
occasion who couldn’t travel 
to her location, and, unlike 
other pharmacies, when it 
comes to services, she did not 
charge her customers.
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~FINDING HOMES~
with Diann Carlson, Your Old  Town Neighbor

My sincere thanks to the Sellers and Buyers whom I have had the pleasure to serve in 2021.
I appreciate your placing your trust in me, and look forward to the opportunity to work with you again.

~ ~

623 South Royal Street 210 Jefferson Street 1103 Prince Street 6 Potomac Court 734 South Royal Street

320 North Royal Street 502 Wythe Street 212 Prince Street 405 South Lee Street 926 South St. Asaph Street

735 South Fairfax Street 704 South Royal Street 719 South Lee Street 420 Tyler Place 1609 Stonebridge Road
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FEBRUARY
Taylor Run restoration project criticized by community

The planned restoration 
of a stretch of Taylor Run 

drew widespread community 
concern, as environmental-

ists and residents questioned 
the effectiveness of the plan 

and voiced concerns that the 
project would cause signifi-
cant environmental harm. 

The planned implementa-
tion of natural channel design 
in a 1,900-foot section of the 
waterway had been flooded 
with concerns about its impact 
on the natural habitats near 
Taylor Run, including Chin-

quapin Park, and its effective-
ness and overall scientific ba-
sis. Residents raised concerns, 
including about the city’s plan 
to remove about 261 trees 
along the channel, the de-
struction of local wildlife and 
the city’s alleged overestima-
tion of phosphorous levels in 
Taylor Run’s soil.

Council approves 
Heritage redevelopment

PHOTO/CHELSEA WEST 
Residents were concerned a redevelopment at the Heritage at Old 
Town apartment complex would contrast with the height and scale of 
the Old and Historic District.

Campbell, Moran to run for council

City Council voted unan-
imously to approve the con-
troversial plan to redevelop 
the Heritage at Old Town 
apartments at a public hear-
ing on Feb. 20.

The proposal passed after 
more than six hours of pub-
lic testimony and debate over 
whether the city should ap-
prove the plan. The redevel-
opment will span across three 
buildings, which will rise to 
seven stories in some places, 
and feature 750 new units, 195 
of which will be      affordable. 

While many residents 
voiced their support for the 
project and the affordable 
housing it will bring to the 
city, many others opposed 
the redevelopment, which 
will triple the number of to-
tal housing units at the site. 
Those opposed raised con-
cerns about the impact of 
increased density on nearby 
traffic, the influx of new stu-
dents into already crowded 
schools and an overall dis-
taste for the aesthetic and 
design of the new buildings.

Former Alexandria School 
Board member Bill Campbell 
announced he would be run-
ning for City Council in the 
June 8 Democratic primary. 

Patrick Moran, son of former 
Virginia Congressman and 
Alexandria Mayor Jim Moran, 
also announced his run for 
City Council. 
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NOVA 
Parks 
makes 
offer on 
River Farm

Local nonprofit Northern 
Virginia Conservation Trust 
and regional parks organi-
zation NOVA Parks submit-
ted an offer to purchase the 
historic River Farm proper-
ty on Jan. 4. The offer sub-
mitted by NVCT and NOVA 
Parks proposed paying a 
“fair market value” for the 
property over the course 
of a few years with inter-
est. The offer also provided 
flexibility on who the own-
er, or owners, could be if the 
American Horticultural So-
ciety, the owner of the site, 
accepted the bid. 

AHS placed the 27-acre 
estate at 7931 E. Boulevard 
Drive on the open real es-
tate market on Nov. 13, 
2020, listing it at $32.9 mil-
lion and citing the finan-
cial challenges of upkeep 
as the reason for the sale. 
In December 2020, AHS 
announced it would be ac-
cepting offers on the prop-
erty until Jan. 4. Around the 
same time NVCT kickstart-
ed its Save River Farm cam-
paign with the goal of rais-
ing $1 million to present a 
viable public offer.

AHS declines River Farm offer 
The American Horticultural 

Society announced on March 
1 that it had declined an offer 
made by NOVA Parks and the 

Northern Virginia Conserva-
tion Trust to purchase the his-
toric River Farm property.

AHS’ decision dealt a blow 

to NOVA Parks and NVCT’s 
“Save River Farm” campaign, 
which had gained support from 
community members as well 

as federal, state and local offi-
cials. Although AHS declined 
the offer, those involved in the 
campaign persisted.

Negotiations over River Farm advance
The American Horticultur-

al Society announced on May 
15 that it would be entering 
into negotiations with North-
ern Virginia Regional Park 
Authority, or NOVA Parks, 

over the sale of River Farm.
Five of the 10 AHS board 

members publicly announced 
their opposition to the sale of 
River Farm on April 23. The 
five board members opposed 

to the sale – Tim Conlon, 
Skipp Calvert, Laura Dowling, 
Holly Shimizu and Marcia 
Zech – argued that AHS should 
remain at River Farm. Those 
five board members expressed 

interest in exploring potential 
paths forward that would al-
low AHS to remain on the site 
and keep the property open to 
the public, including partner-
ships with NOVA Parks.

Future of River Farm unclear
Another deadlocked 

American Horticultural So-
ciety board meeting failed 
to approve an offer on River 

Farm from NOVA Parks that 
would have kept the proper-
ty open to the public.

After AHS declined 

NOVA Parks’ offer in March, 
the regional park authority 
returned with a revised of-
fer that involved joint own-

ership of the property with 
AHS and an $800,000 pledge 
for preliminary mainte-
nance costs.

River Farm no longer for sale
The year-long battle over 

the future of River Farm came 
to a close, as the five American 
Horticultural Society board 
members who supported the 

sale of the historic property 
resigned on Sept. 30. The five 
remaining board members, all 
of whom opposed the sale, ter-
minated the listing agreement 

for the property on Oct. 3.
Over the next few weeks, 

the board worked to reopen 
the property to the public and 
resume AHS’ garden volunteer 

program. The board members 
also announced the launch of 
a fundraising campaign to help 
ensure the long-term future of 
River Farm and AHS.

The saga of River Farm
River Farm is known pri-

marily as the historic Poto-
mac River-side property once 
owned by George Washington. 
However, after 2021, the prop-
erty might be known just as 
much for the drama that sur-
rounded news of its potential 
sale, which involved board-
room fireworks, investigations 
from multiple attorneys gen-
eral and community uproar. 

After the American Horti-
cultural Society put the prop-

erty on the open real estate 
market late last year, River 
Farm remained closed to the 
public for most of 2021. 

Eventually, the bitterly 
divided AHS board came to 
a crossroads, and the five 
board members who had 
originally supported selling 
the property resigned. The 
saga of River Farm ended 
with the property being tak-
en off the market and once 
again open to the public.

RIVER FARM

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN

We’re booking interior painting projects for Jan/Feb 2022! 
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and ask about our 

W i n t e r  D i s c o u n t!  
703 684 7702 

ASK ABOUT 
OUR WINTER 

DISCOUNT! 
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FEBRUARY
Chapman and 
Aguirre run for 
re-election

Council approves stormwater fee increase

Councilors John Chapman and 
Canek Aguirre announced on Feb. 1 
they would be running for re-elec-
tion for Alexandria City Council. 

Chapman, a lifelong Alexandri-
an, has served on City Council since 
2012. He has worked as an educator 
throughout the region and current-
ly works in Fairfax County Public 
Schools as a community use pro-
gram specialist. He also owns and 
operates Manumission Tour Com-
pany, a local Black history tour com-
pany.

Aguirre, the first person of His-
panic heritage to serve on council, 
was elected in 2018 and during his 
time on council helped lead the 
city’s 2020 Census Complete Count 
Committee, resulting in a 100% 
count of Alexandria households. 

Bagley, Lewis join 
City Council race

Another City Council candidate, 
affordable housing advocate and com-
munity activist Sarah Bagley, tossed 
her hat in the ring on Feb. 9. James 
Lewis, vice chair of the Alexandria 
Traffic and Parking Board, also an-
nounced on Feb. 10 that he was run-
ning for City Council in the June 8 
Democratic Primary.

School Board rejects af-
fordable housing for Min-
nie Howard; Councilor Mo 
Seifeldein announces run 
for mayor, then backs out of 
race; Charles Hooff III dies 
at 80; Classical Movements 
forced to shut down popular 
outdoor concert series

Other notable events:

City Council unani-
mously passed an ordi-
nance doubling the storm-
water utility fee from $140 
to $280 during a Feb. 20 
public hearing.

The increased fee will 
add $155 million into the 
city’s coffers over the next 

10 years and will help fund 
an ambitious new flood 
mitigation action plan, ac-
cording to city staff. The 
plan includes various ca-
pacity and spot improve-
ment projects meant to 
overhaul Alexandria’s 
crumbling stormwater in-

frastructure.
Although residents 

have been calling on the 
city to take action and ad-
dress the stormwater sys-
tem after a slew of intense 
flooding events over the 
past two years, several 
residents said they be-

lieved enlarging the city’s 
budget was not enough 
to curb flooding in their 
neighborhoods. Previous-
ly, the city has used the 
stormwater fee to fund 
projects intended to con-
trol water quality and not 
flooding.

PHOTO/CLASSICAL MOVEMENTS
National Symphony Orchestra cellists 
played for a socially distanced crowd as 
part of Classical Movements’ outdoor 
concert series. 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

DANNY SMITH, Realtor-Old Town is my Home

 

Your CAN DO Realtor
Preparation of your home for sale
“White Glove” services
Ideas for flexible financing
Engineering & construction background
Decades of service & leadership
on city commissions
Support for stewardship of our
historic resources

My most recent listing
brought the highest sale
price in over 4 years for
that neighborhood--even
higher than larger homes
on larger lots.
(Source: BRIGHT MLS)

Interested in Old Town ? Danny Smith, Realtor
dsmith@ttrsir.com

703-505-7845
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MARCH

Hybrid learning 
begins at ACPS

Alexandria City Public 
Schools welcomed back its 
first group of students for 
in-person hybrid learning on 
March 2 after almost a year of 
virtual learning. 

Hybrid learning started 
with elementary school stu-
dents. During hybrid learning 
at Mount Vernon Community 

School, students were dropped 
off by parents or came off the 
bus and were greeted by teach-
ers in the auditorium, cafeteria 
or gym to be guided to their 
classrooms. In the classrooms, 
students’ desks were spaced 
six feet apart and had clear 
plastic shields and personal 
supplies for the students.

Alexandria experiences 
mini COVID-19 cases surge

While the number of 
Alexandrians who had re-
ceived the COVID-19 vac-
cine was steadily rising in 
March, the city nonetheless 
experienced a mini surge of 
cases. 

The local case surge 
somewhat mirrored case 

trends in Virginia, the 
United States as a whole 
and Europe, which, after 
a few months of declin-
ing cases, all experienced 
a surge caused in part by 
the arrival of much more 
contagious strains of 
COVID-19.

Sheriff Lawhorne 
announces retirement

Allison Silberberg 
enters mayoral race

A familiar face entered 
the contest for Alexandria’s 
mayor on March 24: former 
Mayor Allison Silberberg.

Racing against the filing 
deadline for candidates in the 
June 8 Democratic primary, 
Silberberg said her decision to 
run for office – after stating in 
an email blast in February that 
she wasn’t running – was a re-
sponse to residents urging her 
to reconsider. Silberberg, who 
previously served as mayor 
from 2016 to 2018 and as vice 
mayor from 2012 to 2015, said 
that because incumbent May-

or Justin Wilson would have 
run unopposed unless she 
tossed her hat in the ring also 
impacted her decision.

Annetta 
Catchings 
runs for 
mayor

Meronne Teklu 
announces 
council run

PHOTO/ACPS
Hybrid learning kicked off in March in Alexandria City Public Schools, 
as students resumed in-person learning for the first time in a year.

ANNETTA 
CATCHINGS

ALLISON 
SILBERBERG

Alexandria resident and 30-
year flight attendant Annetta 
Catchings officially announced 
she would be running for may-
or as a Republican. Catchings, 
who has worked as a flight at-
tendant for American Airlines 
for 30 years, moved to the city 
last August and decided to run 
for mayor after being urged by 
community members, friends 
and coworkers.

Catchings’ campaign fo-
cused on schools, housing af-
fordability, policing and her 
opposition to density.

Alexandria resident 
Meronne Teklu announced 
she was running for City 
Council in the June 8 Demo-
cratic primary. Teklu, a man-
agement consultant at a pro-
fessional services firm, was 
born in Alexandria, raised 
in Fairfax County and is the 
child of Ethiopian immi-
grants. She graduated from 
the College of William & 
Mary with an interdisciplin-
ary studies degree and ma-
jored in Africana studies. 

Alexandria Sheriff Dana 
Lawhorne announced on 
March 8 that he would be 
retiring after 43 years in law 
enforcement when his term 
expires at the end of 2021.

Lawhorne, a lifetime Al-
exandria resident, became 
sheriff in 2006 after serving 

27 years in the Alexandria 
Police Department. Law-
horne said he was grateful 
for the opportunity to serve 
the city. Despite his retire-
ment, Lawhorne and his 
wife said they will continue 
to be active members of the 
Alexandria community.
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310 Strand Street #304
Sold | $3,161,190

© 2021 TTR Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Alexandria Brokerage +1 703.310.6800. The Sotheby’s International Realty trademark is licensed and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s 
International Realty office is independently owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. TTR Sotheby’s International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair 

Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice.

7979 E Boulevard Drive
Sold | $48,000,000

17 Bakers Walk
Sold | $2,916,130

12 Alexander Street
Sold | $2,170,000

304 S Union Street
Sold | $1,940,000

601 N Fairfax Street #507
Sold | $1,900,000

16 Bakers Walk #104
Sold | $1,355,000

3502 Halycon Drive
Sold | $1,120,000

408 N Lee Street
Sold | $1,101,000
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2121 Jamieson Avenue #1204 & #1205
Sold | $835,000

801 S Pitt Street #219
Sold | $615,000

5011 Barbour Drive
Sold | $780,000

Heather Corey

6008 Monticello Road
Sold | $520,000

1800 Mount Vernon Avenue #201
Sold | $441,000

1200 Braddock Place #404 
Sold | $415,000

601 N Fairfax Street #214
Active | $1,495,000

1200 N Nash Street #212
Active | $695,000

With over 40 years of experience and over 4,000 real estate 
transactions, Heather Corey is a seasoned professional who 
maintains an enthusiastic passion for her calling. She has been 
named TTR Sotheby’s Top Individual Producer for the firm’s 
Alexandria Office for the past five years.

When working with Heather, you receive expertise that reaches 
down the block, and around the world. 

Heather Corey, Vice President
hcorey@ttrsir.com

 m +1 703 989 1183

Alexandria Brokerage 
400 South Washington Street

Thank you to my clients of 2021.  You brightened my year and 
I appreciate the opportunities you each gave me.  My heartfelt 
wishes for a happy and rewarding 2022!

819 Parker Gray School Way
Sold | $1,100,000

Co-listed with Sharon Wildberger



Magistrate fired over 
comments to Times

Elizabeth Fuller, the 
magistrate who filed the 
complaint that led to the 
bondsman in the Kar-
la Dominguez homicide 
case losing his license, 
was fired for comments 
she made to the Alexan-
dria Times in early Octo-
ber.

The Department of 
Magistrate Services 
claimed that Fuller vio-
lated the Cannons of Con-
duct for Virginia Magis-
trates by providing public 
comment about her de-
cision to file a complaint 
against bail bondsman 
Man Nguyen.

Fuller was first placed 
on administrative leave 
on Oct. 12, and on Oct. 
19, she was fired for com-
menting on “two mat-
ters currently before the 
court.” Fuller lost health 
insurance for herself and 

her two children at the 
end of October.

The first case in ques-
tion, Dominguez’ murder, 
has concluded as both 
Dominguez and Bouaichi 
are dead; and the second 
case, Nguyen’s criminal 
contempt of court charge 
that was filed by Com-
monwealth’s Attorney 
Bryan Porter, Fuller did 
not comment on because 
she was unaware of it.

In the termination let-
ter, Magistrate Regional 

Supervisor Elizabeth Ed-
wards said she does not 
“have confidence” in Full-
er’s judgment as a magis-
trate. 

“You have demonstrat-
ed a flagrant disregard 
of your responsibility … 
which has resulted in a 
public and wide-spread 
decimation [sic] of your 
inappropriate concluso-
ry commentary,” Edwards 
wrote.

Fuller defended her 
decision to file the com-
plaint against Nguyen and 
said she doesn’t regret 
any comments she made.

“I am not sorry that I 
did the right thing, and 
that I know I did the 
right thing,” Fuller said. 
“Sometimes, in life, the 
right thing will cost you. 
I was the only person in 
a position to speak up for 
this woman.”
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Bondsman’s gun used in murder of Dominguez
The homicide of Alexan-

dria resident Karla Domin-
guez last summer sparked 
widespread uproar because 
her alleged murderer, Ibra-
him Bouaichi, had been re-
leased on bond in April de-
spite having been indicted 
for allegedly raping and as-
saulting Dominguez in Octo-
ber 2019.

New information revealed 
that the bondsman who post-
ed bail for Bouaichi knew him 
beforehand and that both the 
vehicle and weapon Bouaichi 
used to commit the murder 
belonged to the bondsman, 
Man Nguyen.

According to docu-

ments acquired by the Al-
exandria Times through a 
resident-submitted FOIA 
request, Nguyen, a surety 
bondsman with the Virgin-
ia Department of Criminal 
Justice Services, posted the 
$25,000 bail to release Bouai-
chi from the Alexandria De-
tention Center after Bouaic-
hi’s sister contacted him.

The terms of the bond, 
which were set by now retired 
Circuit Court Judge Nolan B. 
Dawkins, required Bouaic-
hi to remain at his parents’ 
home in Greenbelt, Mary-
land. Prosecutors from the 
Alexandria Commonwealth’s 
office did not ask that Bouai-

chi be given a GPS tracking 
ankle bracelet, and Dawkins 
did not order one.

Despite signing for Bouai-
chi’s bond, Nguyen later 
claimed at a DCJS hearing 
during which he was stripped 
of his bondsman’s license 

that he was not aware of the 
terms of Bouaichi’s release 
because he wrote between 16 
and 20 bonds per week and 
he contended that it was “not 
his job” to track the defen-
dant’s compliance with the 
conditions of his bond. 

In addition to not report-
ing that Bouaichi was living 
in a tent in the woods instead 
of with his parents, Nguy-
en employed Bouaichi at a 
kiosk in Arundel Mills Mall, 
asked him to dog-sit his two 
dogs during a two-day va-
cation, gave him the keys to 
his house and car and left 
a bag containing unlocked 
handguns in the closet of his 

house, according to the DCJS 
hearing document.

On July 29, 2020, in the 
midst of Nguyen’s two days 
at the beach, Bouaichi took 
Nguyen’s car and gun, drove 
to Dominguez’ Alexandria 
apartment and allegedly fa-
tally shot her.

Nguyen testified that he 
had known Bouaichi off and 
on for 10 years and consid-
ered him a “nice guy.”

A complaint was filed by 
Alexandria Magistrate Eliz-
abeth Fuller in August 2020 
regarding Nguyen’s involve-
ment in the case, and Nguy-
en subsequently lost his bail 
bond license. 

Bondsman in  
Karla Dominguez 
case charged

The bail bondsman in the 
Karla Dominguez murder case 
was charged with criminal 
contempt of court and faces 
trial in January in the Alexan-
dria Circuit Court.

Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Bryan Porter filed a motion to 
issue a capias warrant in Oc-
tober 2020 and will investigate 
the case during the trial, which 
is set to take place on Jan. 25, 
2022. If Nguyen is convicted, 
the prosecution can push for 
whatever sentence it deems fit. 

In an interview with the Al-
exandria Times, Nguyen said 
he forgot the terms of Bouai-
chi’s bond, did not sense the 
level of violence Bouaichi 
would later prove he was capa-
ble of, offered “benefit of the 
doubt” that Dominguez was 
lying about the rape and said 
he was stupefied when he re-
turned home from his vacation 

to find his car and gun missing.
“When he actually stole my 

gun and my car and did the act, 
I was very surprised. I was ap-
palled and in shock,” Nguyen 
said.

But that’s not how Alexan-
dria Magistrate Elizabeth Full-
er remembered events.

According to Fuller, whose 
office issues arrest warrants 
and holds bail hearings, Nguy-
en came to work in the days 
following the murder nearly 
boasting and joking about the 
fact that the gun and car be-
longed to him and that Bouaic-
hi had stayed at his home.

“He was telling this officer 
about what happened and al-
most bragging about it. The 
officer said to me, ‘You will 
never believe what he just 
said to me,’” Fuller said. “So I 
said, ‘I’ve got to do something 
about it.”

THE DOMINGUEZ CASE

MAN NGUYEN

ELIZABETH FULLER
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Thank You.
Thank you to everyone who has helped us all survive over the last couple of years.  

The agencies, nonprofits, and houses of worship that have helped provide food and shelter for 
those in need. 

The first responders, teachers, doctors, dentists, nurses, and hospital staff who worked at 
keeping us safe and healthy.

The waitstaff and restaurant owners who have not only worked so hard to stay afloat but 
provided food for those in need, as well as their paying customers.

The clerks in stores who kept the shelves full and ready for us to shop, and the trusted workers 
who helped us keep our cars and homes in good shape. To all of you, and so many more.

Thank you so much. You have kept our world turning.

FROM DONNA CRAMER, REALTOR®

109 S. PITT STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 |  703.549.9292 |  EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Licensed in Virginia  |  703.627.9578  |  dcramer@mcenearney.com  |  donnacramer.com
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MARCH
City and unions debate collective bargaining

The city discussed a proposed 
draft ordinance on collective bar-
gaining on March 9 that, when 
passed, would bring the labor 
practice to Alexandria for the first 
time. 

Collective bargaining is the le-
gal process by which public sector 

employees negotiate their wages, 
benefits and working conditions 
with their government employers. 

Alexandria’s proposed ordi-
nance was much more limited in 
scope than those on the books in 
Washington D.C. and Maryland. 
It allowed only for legally bind-

ing negotiations over wages and 
benefits. The proposed ordinance 
did not include negotiations about 
working conditions, such as how 
workplace hours and schedules are 
assigned and how the city manag-
es its handling of grievances and 
discipline. 

Council approves American 
Rescue Plan spending

City Council approved the 
immediate use of $450,000 in 
American Rescue Plan fund-
ing to extend food distribution 
and housing assistance efforts 
through July during the March 23 
legislative meeting.

Like localities across the 
country, Alexandria was eli-
gible to receive a direct influx 

of funding from ARPA, the 
$1.9 trillion federal COVID-19 
stimulus package that Pres-
ident Joseph Biden signed 
into law on March 11. The city 
would ultimately receive $59.4 
million in direct funding, 
while Alexandria City Public 
Schools would receive about 
$35.4 million. 

Council denies 
Braddock West 
project 

City Council voted 4-3 to deny a request 
from developer West Street Acquisitions, 
LLC, to build a 180-unit multi-use build-
ing across from the Braddock Road Metro 
station that would have featured 14 afford-
able housing units, during a public hearing 
on March 13.

In addition to housing, the building 
proposal included plans to provide ad-
ditional space for retail, restaurants and 
other shopping. While the city’s Planning 
Commission voted 6-1 in December 2020 
to approve the project’s development spe-
cial use permit, several members of council 
expressed concern with the building’s im-
pact on an already over-taxed stormwater 
system and its relative lack of affordable 
housing when compared to other projects 
such as the redevelopment of the Heritage 
at Old Town apartment complex.

Other notable 
events:
Vice President Kamala Harris 
visits fibre space; City Council 
approves permit for Classical 
Movements’ outdoor concerts;  
New public art that honors his-
tory of Potomac River comes 
to Waterfront Park;  Police 
arrest four suspects in West 
End armed robbery

These days many people’s homes are teeming with 
activity, with everyone in each other’s way half the 
time. Tensions are high. Tempers are short. 

Fix it with a full or partial remodel — always a good 
investment when it furthers your family’s enjoyment 
and relaxation. 

We do complete kitchen remodeling in record time. 
We don’t dawdle in your home. We are always 
Covid-safe. We’ll build a full wall of built-ins with 
workstations in one day! M&M partners with 
licensed, insured General Contractors who are 
consummate professionals and master carpenters. 
Please give us the opportunity to earn your business.

Make Your Home Less 

Hectic and More of a Haven

817 S. WASHINGTON ST.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314
(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please send inquiries to 
roryc@mandmappliance.com
or call or text Rory 301-537-3515

& CABINETS



Taylor Run project paused
City Council decided to pause the con-

troversial Taylor Run stream restoration 
project, as well as a similar project in Straw-
berry Run, on April 27.

Members of council echoed the concerns 
of residents and the city’s own environmen-
tal commission, questioning the effective-
ness of the natural channel design and the 
stated purpose of the projects.

Council ultimately decided to pause the 
Taylor Run and Strawberry Run projects to 
allow staff time to perform additional anal-
ysis on the streams using updated Expert 
Panel protocol, investigate alternatives to 
natural channel design with the city’s Envi-
ronmental Policy Commission and conduct 

additional community outreach. Meanwhile 
a similar project at Lucky Run will move for-
ward, however staff will also test the soil in 
alignment with the updated protocol. 
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APRIL
School Board votes 
to rename schools

Following months of 
discussion, the Alexandria 
School Board voted unani-
mously at its April 8 meeting 
to rename T.C. Williams High 
School and Matthew Maury 
Elementary School as Alex-
andria City High School, and 
Naomi L. Brooks Elementary 
School, respectively. The new 
names were implemented on 
July 1.

The decision came 

months after the board’s ini-
tial November 2020 decision 
to approve name changes for 
both schools. The search for 
a name began with a student 
essay campaign and com-
munity poll to gauge pub-
lic input. More than 1,000 
names were whittled down to 
nine semi-finalists for each 
school, ranging from nation-
al figures to well-known Al-
exandria residents.

Crime jumps by 19% in Alexandria
The Alexandria Police Department 

released its 2020 report of Part I crimes, 
which included homicide, rape, robbery 
and other crimes against people or per-

sonal property, on April 13, revealing a 
19.14% increase from 2019.

The number of Part I crimes rose 
from 2,743 incidents in 2019 to 3,268 

in 2020, according to the report. Part I 
violent crimes accounted for 9.48% of 
the city’s overall Part I crimes, an in-
crease from 3.33% in 2019. According 

to the report, the significant increase 
in Part I crime last year is mainly due 
to a sharp rise in the number of larce-
nies and auto thefts.

PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
Residents were concerned that the city’s stream 
restoration of Taylor Run woul damage flora and 
fauna in the stream bed and surrounding area.

I love living and working in 
Alexandria and am grateful for 
this vibrant community. 

Helping 28 clients find their 
homes this year has made me 
more passionate than ever 
about helping you find yours.

Call me to start your next 
real estate journey! 

I Celebrate You. 

Mary Ellen Rotondo

MBA, Realtor® 

Licensed in DC & VA
M: 703.472.5454
O: 703.229.8935
mrotondo@finelivingre.com

1004 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from 
sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed 
as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland.



   Robin Hamilton
Robin Hamilton, the 

Emmy Award-winning jour-
nalist and filmmaker behind 
“Our Alexandria,” a docu-
mentary that focuses on two 

residents who tell the story 
of the city’s segregated past 
through historical dollhous-
es, stopped by Speak Easy to 
detail the local story behind 

her documentary, her film-
making process, how memory 
and nostalgia played a role in 
the film and the value of local 
stories.
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AT
   Jarreau Williams 

The Alexandria Times 
kicked off the second year of 
Speak Easy in style with a con-
versation featuring Jarreau 
Williams, the lead singer and 
frontman for funk-infused 

R& B band the Jarreau Wil-
liams Experience. An Alex-
andria native and ACPS alum 
who began performing at age 
8, Williams stopped by Speak 
Easy to talk about his musical 

influences, approach to song-
writing, how he was affected 
and inspired by the Black Lives 
Matter protests and what it’s 
been like as a musician during 
the pandemic.

  Patricia Washington
If you’re wondering what 

to do or where to go in Alex-
andria, Patricia Washington 
has you covered. The pres-
ident and CEO of the city’s 
tourism bureau, Visit Alex-
andria, stopped by Speak 
Easy to talk about the city’s 

identity as a tourist destina-
tion and how it has evolved 
over time. Washington also 
delved into the impacts of 
the pandemic on the city’s 
businesses and tourism and 
what Alexandria’s recovery is 
looking like. 

  Audrey Davis
To close out 2021, it made 

sense to have special guest 
and community staple Au-
drey Davis conclude this year 
of conversations at Speak 
Easy. The director of the Al-

exandria Black History Mu-
seum spoke on the origins of 
her deep love for museums, 
how the city is shedding light 
on Black history and the im-
portance of remembrance. 

  Bryan Porter
Even if residents have 

not heard of Bryan Porter’s 
name, they’re likely aware 
of the work he’s done for the 
city as the Alexandria Com-

monwealth’s Attorney. Por-
ter chatted with the Times 
about the infamous Charles 
Severance case, the psycho-
logical hazards of his job, 

his formative experiences 
in the Alexandria Police De-
partment and the changing 
culture of law enforcement 
in Northern Virginia. 

  Brandon Byrd
Goodies Frozen Custard & 

Treats originally operated out 
of a vintage 1952 postal service 
van, but expanded earlier this 
year with the opening of its 

first brick and mortar location 
in Old Town, quickly becoming 
a local favorite. Owner Bran-
don Byrd discussed how he 
went from studying kinesiolo-

gy to selling custard, the last-
ing appeal of soul music, the 
magic behind homemade cus-
tard and Goodies’ new home in 
the Alexandria Ice House.

  Joe Cerutti
For over 70 years, The 

Alexandria Harmonizers 
have been livening the city’s 
streets with thrilling choral 
music. The artistic direc-

tor of the nationally and 
internationally recognized 
barbershop ensemble, Joe 
Cerutti, dropped in to speak 
about the lasting appeal of 

a capella music, performing 
for the Obamas, his mu-
sical upbringing and how 
his 100-person chorus has 
adapted to the pandemic. 

  Adriana Schellhaas
Chirilagua, the city’s ma-

jority Hispanic neighborhood, 
has been hit especially hard by 
the pandemic. Adriana Schell-

haas, the executive director 
of nonprofit Casa Chirilagua, 
stopped by the show to talk 
with reporter Olivia Anderson 

about what drew her to the 
nonprofit sector, the impact of 
COVID-19 on the community 
and the power of resilience. 

  Sarah Taylor
There are few people in the 

city as familiar with both local 
and state government as Sarah 
Taylor, Alexandria’s assistant 
city manager and legislative di-
rector. Taylor stopped by the 
podcast to talk about her ex-

perience working for the super 
minority Democratic caucus in 
the Oklahoma state senate, the 
challenges of working Virginia 
General Assembly sessions and 
the strategy behind state level 
politics.

  Dan Lee
The City of Alexandria 

has an extremely rich his-
tory, which made city histo-
rian Dan Lee a particularly 
apt guest to appear on Speak 
Easy. Lee stepped out of the 

archives to talk about the ins 
and outs of Alexandria histo-
ry, some of the lesser known 
chapter’s of the Port City’s 
story and his interest in hu-
manizing history. 

  David Ashton
NOVA-based independent 

filmmaker David Ashton, the 
writer and director behind 
“The Legacy Sessions,” won 
the Audience Award at the 
2020 Alexandria Film Festi-
val, and his star has only risen 

since then. He joined Speak 
Easy to speak on the challeng-
es and joys of independent 
filmmaking, the inspiration 
behind “The Legacy Sessions” 
and his approach to the film-
making process.  

Speak Easy Year Two
With the end of 2021 

comes the end of Speak 
Easy’s second year at the Al-
exandria Times. Hosted by 
editor Cody Mello-Klein and 
reporter Olivia Anderson, 
the Times’ podcast contin-

ued to spotlight interesting 
conversations with prom-
inent movers and change-
makers in the city. 

From discussions about 
food and music to history 
lessons and pandemic re-

covery efforts, it’s become 
more apparent than ever 
that Alexandria’s residents 
are the glue that holds it all 
together. We look forward to 
more intriguing conversa-
tions in the future, but for 

now, check out these new 
episodes – and the ones 
from last year – on Spotify, 
Apple Podcasts and Audi-
ble, as well as on the Times 
website at www.alextimes.
com/2020/06/speak-easy/
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www.RebuildingTogetherDCA.org
703.836.1021

.

83.5% 
feel their home is safer  

after our repairs.

94% 
see themselves living  
in their home longer.

At Rebuilding Together DC Alexandria, we strive to 
create a community where people of all incomes and 
cultures live in safe and healthy homes. If you own your 
home in the City of Alexandria, and have limited income, 
you might qualify for our free home repair services.  

CALL US TODAY FOR AN APPLICATION!

REPAIRING HOMES.
REVITALIZING COMMUNITIES.

REBUILDING 
LIVES.
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APRIL

Collective bargaining approved
City Council unanimously 

passed a historic collective 
bargaining ordinance at a 
public hearing on April 17. 

The ordinance marked the 
first time the city will grant its 
public sector employees the 
legal right to collectively bar-
gain. Collective bargaining, 
which is the legal process by 
which employees negotiate 

wages, benefits and working 
conditions with their employ-
ers, has long been outlawed 
for government workers in 
the city and state.

City employees are now 
allowed to enter into binding 
legal negotiations with the 
city over wages and benefits 
as well as other conditions of 
their employment.

Health department 
director resigns abruptly

Council approves community police review board
City Council voted unani-

mously to pass a new ordinance 
establishing a community po-
lice review board on April 17. 

The ordinance established the 
city’s first board of this kind and 
will have the broad authority to 
investigate police misconduct. 

The approved ordinance 
came after months of public 
debate within Alexandria over 
how the community could 

best address the need for 
greater transparency and ac-
countability within the city’s 
police force. Council initiated 
the conversation last summer 
amid protests and a broader 

national conversation on how 
best to reform policing in the 
aftermath of the murder of 
George Floyd and the deaths 
of other Black Americans at 
the hands of police officers.

Mark Shiffer runs for council
Neuroscientist Mark Shiffer 

joined the already busy race for 
Alexandria City Council in the 
June 8 Democratic primary.

Shiffer is the director of 
engineering at Redhorse Cor-
poration has a degree in math 
from Cornell University, a 

masters in neuroscience from 
California State University, 
Long Beach and a Ph.D. in 
cognitive and neural symp-
toms from Boston University. 
He is also a local parent with 
two children in Alexandria 
City Public Schools.

When Dr. Stephen Haer-
ing, director of the Alexan-
dria Health Department for 
the past 11 years, unexpect-
edly announced his retire-
ment on April 9, he did so for 
what he called “deeply per-
sonal” reasons. 

Haering, whose retire-
ment was effective immedi-
ately, told the Times that his 

departure was not associated 
with the pandemic response. 
Haering had been the state’s 
point person in Alexandria in 
dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic since it first hit 
the city in March 2020, help-
ing to administer COVID-19 
testing and implement vac-
cine efforts beginning in De-
cember 2020.

Other notable events:
Inova opens large-scale vaccine distribution 
center at Victory Center; President Joe Biden visits 
local vaccine site; Council reverses course on 
Braddock West

The cats and kittens at King Street Cats thank you for your support 
and welcome any monetary donations as well as any of the following:



John Warner, a former five-
term Republican U.S. senator 
known for his moderate views 
and ability to find bipartisan 
support, died at his Alexan-
dria home on May 24 due to a 
heart ailment. He was 94.

Born on Feb. 18, 1927, in 
Washington, D.C., Warner 
grew up in the nation’s capi-
tal before enlisting in the U.S. 
Navy in 1945, right before he 
turned 18, and serving during 
World War II. 

Warner entered the Uni-
versity of Virginia Law 
School but put the brakes on 
his law school education and 
returned to military service, 
joining the Marine Corps in 
1950, after the start of the 
Korean War. He would even-
tually finish his law degree at 

George Washington Univer-
sity in 1953 and serve as an 
assistant U.S. attorney and 
private practice lawyer until 
he was appointed as Secre-
tary of the Navy in President 
Richard Nixon’s administra-
tion in 1972. He was elected 
to the U.S. Senate in 1978.
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MAY
Longtime U.S. Sen. 
John Warner dies at 94

City Council adopts FY2022 budget
After another financial-

ly uncertain year due to 
the pandemic, City Council 
unanimously adopted its 
fiscal year 2022 budget on 
May 5. 

Council approved City 
Manager Mark Jinks’ pro-
posed $770.7 million oper-
ating budget as well as the 
$2.66 billion FY2022-2031 
capital improvement pro-
gram budget, with $293.1 
million set for FY22. The 
approved budget included 
a decrease in the real and 

personal property tax rate 
from $1.13 on each $100 of 
assessed value to $1.11.

The more contentious 
change to the budget was 
proposed by Councilor Mo 
Seifeldein and resulted in 
council’s decision to reallo-
cate $800,000 in funding for 
the Alexandria Police De-
partment’s school resource 
officer program to contin-
gent reserves.

Council ultimately ap-
proved the budget item by a 
4-3 vote, with Mayor Justin 

Wilson and Councilors Amy 
Jackson and Del Pepper in 
opposition. The decision 
reversed an October 2020 
School Board vote, which 
passed 6-3, to reestablish 
a memorandum of under-
standing with APD.

Of the $2.66 billion that 
will be spent during the next 
10 years, $267 million will 
go toward stormwater proj-
ects, while $27.5 million of 
the $293.1 million set aside 
for FY22 CIP projects will be 
used to address stormwater.

City expands Pfizer vaccination to ages 12 and up
The Alexandria Health 

Department began pro-
viding Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccines to resi-
dents ages 12 and older.

The decision came as the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention approved 
expanding the use of Pfiz-
er’s two-dose vaccine to 

those between the ages of 
12 and 15 on May 12. Previ-
ously, Pfizer was approved 
for use in those ages 16 and 
older.

PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Sen. John Warner and his wife 
Jeanne Warner at the Scottish 
Christmas Walk.



NOVA Parks staffer flushes 
chemicals into Lake Cook

On May 14, Lake Cook and the surrounding 
park were empty, after 60,000 gallons of chlori-
nated water from the nearby Great Waves Water-
park flooded into the lake and killed about 150 
fish and several birds. The lake had recently been 
restocked with trout.

NOVA Parks’ manager for Cameron Run and 
the fire marshal investigated and found that 
a NOVA Parks staff member had accidentally 
turned a valve that had not been used in nearly 
15 years. The result was gallons of chlorinated 
water getting emptied from the waterpark’s play 
pool and into Lake Cook over the course of nine 
to 12 hours.
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Braddock West 
project moves 
forward

City Council passed a 
bevy of requests for the 
Braddock West devel-
opment during the May 
15 public hearing, mov-
ing forward the 180-unit 
mixed-use apartment 
project that had been pre-
viously denied by council. 

The applicant, West 
Street Acquisitions, will 
provide two of its 14 af-
fordable units with an 
increase of base density 
from 2.5 to 3.0 FAR, re-
zone the site to the Office 
Commercial High Zone, 
reduce parking for resi-
dential and commercial 
uses, provide retail and 

personal service uses and 
create a transportation 
management plan. 

To address previously 
stated concerns around 
stormwater runoff, staff 
proposed solutions. The 
project, for instance, will 
now involve the construc-
tion of a new 12-inch san-
itary sewer that connects 
to the Potomac Yard 
trunk sewer, as required 
in the Braddock Metro 
Neighborhood Plan. Staff 
also said the developer 
has “voluntarily” agreed 
to reduce the site run-
off rate by 30% through 
green infrastructure. 

MAY

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
After a chlorine spill, residents were advised not to 
consume fish that had been caught in Lake Cook.

Other notable events:
Alexandria Times wins 19 Virginia Press Association awards; Alexandria resident 
Brian Hooks named to Time100 Next list; City Council amends mask ordinance; 
Local Republican nominations for City Council, mayor and state delegate announced

New Year's Eve
Festival of Music & More!

Sponsorship & Volunteer opportunities available
WWW.FIRSTNIGHTALEXANDRIA.ORG

Friday, December 31.

Old Town Alexandria.

Family friendly. Affordable.

Most shows only *$20

SCAN CODE FOR
TICKETS & INFO

WWW.FIRSTNIGHTALEXANDRIA.ORG

Don't miss our
DAYTIME activities!

Celebrating 27 years!

$20

*Prices subject to change.

$5
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JUNE
Democratic primary selects 
Wilson, council slate

The result of the June 8 
Democratic mayoral primary 
looked similar to 2018, as in-
cumbent Mayor Justin Wilson 
defeated former Mayor Allison 
Silberberg in a rematch, though 
by a considerably wider margin 
than three years ago. 

Wilson won the 2021 
Democratic mayoral nomina-
tion with 13,005 of the total 
22,734 votes, or 57.21%. Sil-
berberg received 9,729 votes, 
or 42.79%. Of the city’s 98,728 
total registered voters, 23.03% 
cast votes in the primary.

Wilson won 25 of the city’s 
30 precincts, not including 
the absentee precinct, while 
Silberberg won five: City Hall, 
Lyles Crouch School, George 
Mason School, Chinquapin 
Park Recreation Center and 
Temple Beth El Synagogue. 
Wilson also won 56.58%, or 
3,456 votes, absentee ballots, 
which accounted for 6,108 of 

the total votes in the election.
Thirteen Democratic can-

didates ran for six City Coun-
cil seats: Alya Gaskins, Patrick 
Moran, Kirk McPike, incum-
bent John Chapman, James 
Lewis, incumbent Amy Jackson, 
incumbent Canek Aguirre, Bill 
Campbell, Sarah Bagley, Kevin 
Harris, Bill Rossello, Meronne 
Teklu and Mark Shiffer. 

Of these candidates, three 

newcomers and all three incum-
bents secured the most votes 
and won spots on the November 
ballot. They are, in order of the 
most votes received: Chapman 
with 13,284 votes, or 12.07%; Al-
yia Gaskins with 13,167 votes, or 
11.96%; Jackson with 12,144 votes, 
or 11.03%; Aguirre with 10,954 
votes, or 9.95%; Bagley with 9,810 
votes, or 8.91% and Kirk McPike 
with 7,958 votes, or 7.23%. 

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Justin Wilson gives his victory speech after winning the 2021 Demo-
cratic primary nomination for mayor. 

City manager 
announces retirement

Council rezones 
hospital site

City Council unanimous-
ly passed Inova Alexandria 
Hospital’s request to change 
the land use designation of its 
existing location from Insti-
tutional to Residential Medi-
um during the June 19 public 
hearing. This request stems 
from plans for Inova to move 
from its current location on 
Seminary Road to the site of 
the current Landmark Mall. 
The new campus is planned 
for completion in 2028. 

The request passed by 
council rezoned the prop-
erty to the RB zone, which 
would allow for single-fam-
ily residences to be built on 
the property. Inova origi-
nally proposed rezoning the 
property to the residential 
RA zone, which would have 
allowed for larger apartment 
complexes to be built on site. 
This proposal was met with 
opposition from nearby resi-
dents and was dropped.

After 23 years of service 
to the city, City Manager 
Mark Jinks announced at 
City Council’s June 22 leg-
islative meeting that he will 
be retiring at the end of the 
year. 

Jinks first came to the 
city as Alexandria’s chief fi-
nancial officer in 1999 and 
was appointed city manager 
in 2015. 

MARK JINKS

Other notable events:
Virginia Theological Seminary announces 
it will begin making reparation payments to 
descendants of Black people who formerly worked 
at the seminary; NOVA’s esports program finds 
unexpected success during pandemic; Assistant 
Police Chief Don Hayes named acting chief; 
Goodie’s Frozen Custard officially opens

Real people
Really Living

At Silverado our focus is on  
our resident quality of LIFE  
providing personalized  
engagement programs in  
an open and thriving  
atmosphere.

Silverado has been leading the way in memory care for 20 
years. Call today to learn how experience, innovation and 
compassion make us leaders in memory care. 

memory care │ communities
2807 King Street │ Alexandria, VA 22302

(571) 388-8681 │ silverado.com/alexandria

with Memory Loss

AT
Advertise with

 us in 2022!
     Margaret Stevens | mstevens@alextimes.com
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JUNE
Final T.C. Williams 
class graduates

The 888 seniors who 
received diplomas from 
T.C. Williams High 
School on June 12 made 
up the last and largest 
class in the school’s 
history. 

Held in person at 
Chinquapin Park on a 
gray but rainless morn-
ing, the commence-
ment kicked off with 
remarks by Alexandria 
City Public Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Greg-
ory Hutchings Ed.D., 
who said the class of 
2021 left an “indelible 
mark” on future gener-
ations by spearheading 
the effort to change 
the school’s name to 

Alexandria City High 
School. 

The school’s orig-
inal namesake was 
Thomas Chambliss 
Williams, a 30-year 
former ACPS superin-
tendent and avowed 
segregationist who 
fought to keep schools 
separate, arguing that 
Black and white stu-
dents learned differ-
ently. While conversa-
tions about renaming 
the city’s only high 
school had been sim-
mering for years, the 
pressure boiled over 
last summer following 
the murder of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis. 

City responds to overdose increase
The number of opioid over-

doses rose about 36% in Alex-
andria during 2020, reflecting 
statewide and national spikes 
in both fatal and non-fatal 
drug overdoses throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

According to data collected 
by the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment and the Alexandria Fire 
Department’s Emergency Medi-
cal Services, there were 105 to-

tal opioid overdoses, both fatal 
and non-fatal, in 2020. In 2019, 
there were 73 total opioid over-
doses in the city.

The city’s approach prior to 
and during the pandemic has 
been based on community edu-
cation and providing the com-
munity with Naloxone. Also 
known as Narcan, Naloxone is 
a prescription medicine used to 
treat people suffering from an 

overdose.
Since the beginning of 2020, 

the city has dispensed 225 Nar-
can boxes through the mail-
out program, at in-person 
training sessions and through 
a program that provides Nar-
can kits to inmates, according 
to Bentley. In 2020, the city 
also issued Narcan to 164 peo-
ple as part of its opioid treat-
ment program.

Police chief announces retirement
Alexandria Police Depart-

ment Chief Michael Brown an-
nounced that he would be re-
tiring at the end of June, citing 
ongoing family issues. Brown’s 
retirement marks the end of the 
law official’s 45-year career, the 
last four of which were spent 
helming APD.

Brown spent the majority 
of his career in the California 
Highway Patrol, serving as com-
missioner from 2004 to 2008. 
He then worked as the deputy 
secretary for public safety in 
the State of California Business, 
Transportation and Housing 
Agency from 2008 to 2009.

MICHAEL BROWN
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JULY

PHOTO/INSTAGRAM
Noah Lyles won the 200 meters at the New Balance Grand Prix, 2021.

The stories of 
Alexandria Olympians

Noah Lyles, Troy IsLey 
and Tynita Butts-Townsend, 
all with ties to Alexandria, 
are Olympians. Lyles, Butts-
Townsend and Isley, all grad-
uates of T.C. Williams High 
School, now called Alexan-
dria City High School, earned 
spots on the U.S. Olympic 
team after competing in the 
Olympic Trials in Eugene, 
Oregon and Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, respectively, 
and would go on to partici-
pate in the Tokyo Olympics, 
which began July 23 and ran 
through Aug. 8.

Lyles, class of 2016, com-
peted on the track in the 200 
meters, which he won during 
the trials final. Lyles narrowly 
missed qualifying for the 2016 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro but 
qualified for the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. Lyles ran the fast-
est 200-meter time of 2021 at 
19.74 seconds, according to 
World Athletics. 

He also won gold in the 
outdoor 200-meter at the 
2014 Junior Olympics and 
won gold in the 200-meter 

and 4x100-meter relay at the 
2019 World Championships.

IsLey, class of 2017, com-
peted in the boxing ring as 
a middleweight. Previously, 
IsLey suffered a loss at the 
Olympic Trials in Decem-
ber 2019. He won gold at the 
2014 National Junior Olym-
pics and at the 2016 and 2017 
Elite National Champion-
ships. IsLey’s roots go back 
to the Alexandria Boxing 
Club, which operates out of 
the Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center and is where his 
father suggested that he start 
boxing at age 10. 

Butts-Townsend, class of 
2009, competed in the high 
jump. During the trials, she 
placed 14th and did not make 
the high jump final. Howev-
er, since the second and third 
place high jumpers in the tri-
als did not have the Olympic 
standard, 1.96 meters, they 
did not qualify for the team. 
Since Butts-Townsend was 
the second ranked American 
high jumper, she was able to 
compete in Tokyo instead.

Bryan ‘Bugsy’ Watson dies at 78
Bryan Watson, otherwise 

known as “Bugsy,” a relent-
less National Hockey League 
defenseman who played for 
the Washington Capitals and 
founded local pizza joint 
Bugsy’s Pizza, died in St. Mi-
chaels, Maryland on July 8 
from pneumonia. He was 78. 

Locally, Watson was 
known as the hard working, 

hard playing former owner of 
Old Town standard Bugsy’s 
Pizza. He was described as 
forever smiling, cracking 
jokes and grabbing beers 
with his clientele at the re-
nowned sports bar. 

However, most knew him 
for his career in profession-
al hockey and his reputa-
tion as a defensive terror on 

the ice. Throughout his 17 
years in the NHL, Watson 
made a name for himself as 
a nuisance for some of the 
league’s most talented scor-
ers. The Chicago Blackhawks’ 
Bobby Hull would, ultimate-
ly, give Watson his nickname, 
“Bugsy,” due to his needling, 
combative presence on the 
ice.

Alexandria Drive-In closes
The Alexandria drive-in came to a close 

on July 31 with its final showing, “Shrek,” 
but it did so after making a sizable impact on 
the community. More than 20,000 people at-
tended showings of silver screen classics like 
“Back to the Future,” “Star Wars” and “Juras-
sic Park,” according to Kelly Grant, of ALX 
Community, who along with Building Mo-
mentum’s Allen Brooks, founded the drive-in.

Ticket sales from the drive-in provided 
more than $150,000 in support to local non-
profits, including ACT for Alexandria, Volun-
teer Alexandria, the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation, Jireh’s Place and ATHENA Rapid 
Response Innovation Lab. 

The money raised through the drive-in 
also provided partial scholarships for 17 Al-

exandria City High School students, mam-
mograms for 125 women, adoptions for three 
local children and STEM programs for girls in 
the city.

COURTESY PHOTO
The Alexandria Drive-In attracted more than 
20,000 people during its nearly year-long run.

Stop in and say hello 
to Alexandria’s newest 
neighborhood Credit 
Union branch.

Hello  

Neighbor.

— ussfcu.org/BowmanBranch —

Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by NCUA.

1310 Braddock Place  |  Alexandria, VA 22314
across from Braddock Metro • garage parking & validation available

Bowman Branch
Braddock Station
STABILITY. SECURITY. SERVICE.

since 1935



Aces blaze into playoffs
The Alexandria Aces won their third 

straight victory on July 18, beating the D.C. 
Grays by a score of 11-7. Their recent win 
streak left them with a record of 19-14 near 
the end of the season putting them in second 
place, narrowly ahead of the Gaithersburg Gi-
ants in third, with three games left before the 
playoffs begin in the Cal Ripken Collegiate 
Baseball League this weekend. 

After trailing by three runs, 7-4, in the 
top of the seventh inning, the Aces opened 
up the game by scoring four runs during the 
bottom of the inning, bringing them to 8-7 by 
the 8th inning. They then added three more 
runs during the bottom of the ninth inning to 
take home the win, 11-7. The Aces were able 

to shut out the Grays during the last three in-
nings. 
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Where Students Learn to 
Communicate Eff ectively.
START STRONG.
START HERE.

Where Students Learn to 
Communicate Eff ectively
START STRONG.
START HERE.

Join us for a OPEN HOUSE on January 6

www.acdsnet.org

GRADES K–8

This Tony Award nominated musical, created by comedy legend Steve Martin and Grammy
winner Edie Brickell, is a sweeping tale of love and redemption set in the American South
during the 1920s and 1940s. This emotional story weaves two chapters in the life of literary
editor Alice Murphy and an ambitious young soldier just home from World War II. Their
connection helps discover a stunning secret with the power to transform their lives. This
original and hopeful musical, based on a true story, is propelled by a rousing country and
bluegrass score. Don’t miss it!

music, book and story by Steve Martin
and Edie Brickell
directed by Emily ‘EJ’ Jonas
LTA’s first musical in two years!
LTA follows all CDC and AHD recommended
COVID protocols.

January 15 - February 5, 2022

JULY

PHOTO/FRED BALDASSARO
Mark Kattula (18), Aces infielder, had 4 RBI on 
July 18. 

Council reallocates SRO funding
City Council approved the 

reallocation of $789,909 from 
the School Resource Officer 
program to mental health re-
sources for students during a 
special public hearing on July 
6. The decision resurrected 
an ongoing debate surround-
ing the role of police officers 
in schools and highlighted 

a sharp divide between the 
School Board, which voted to 
adopt an updated memoran-
dum of understanding with 
police in 2020, and council. 

The funds were reallocat-
ed to support teen wellness 
and behavior support for 
school-aged children. The 
funding would allow for the 

creation of new mental health 
positions in Alexandria City 
Public Schools, including a 
mentoring partnership co-
ordinator, $101,000; public 
health nurse, $122,000; ther-
apist supervisor, $122,422; 
three senior therapists, 
$117,199 each; and human 
services specialist, $98,654. 

ARPA funding approved
City Council unanimously 

approved allocations for the 
first tranche of American Res-
cue Plan Act funding that was 
given to the city as part of the 
federal economic recovery 
package during council’s spe-
cial public hearing on July 6. 

President Joe Biden signed 
the $1.9 trillion ARPA into 
law in March, of which about 
$360 billion went directly to-
ward state and local jurisdic-
tions across the country to 
assist with issues caused or 
exacerbated by the pandemic. 

Alexandria received $59.4 
million in total, $29.7 of 
which was allocated in the 
first of two tranches. Staff will 
come before council in May 
2022 to present a preliminary 
spending plan for the second 
allotment of ARPA funding.

Potomac Yard Metrorail Station delayed
Metro announced on July 26 that the opening 

of the Potomac Yard Metrorail Station would be de-
layed by at least five months to fall 2022 from its 

previously scheduled opening in April 2022. The 
five-month push was the most recent in a long run-
ning series of delays related to the project. 

Other notable events:
The Times dives deep into rezoning discussions of Inova Hospital; 
Contrabands and Freedmen Cemetery Memorial dedicated as new site to 
African American Civil Rights Network; Community effort made to vaccine 
Black community for COVID-19; Winkler Botanical Preserve holds walking tour
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AUGUST
City hit by 
major flooding

A high-intensity storm on Aug. 14 
lasted 5.7 hours and, at its peak intensity, 
dropped 4.11 inches of rain in about 40 
minutes near George Mason Elementary 
School. Most other areas of the city re-
ceived between 1.5 inches and 3.5 inches 
in that same amount of time. 

Storms like that one and subsequent 
flooding have become a familiar refrain to 
city residents. This was the fifth time in two 
years the city has been slammed by flood-
ing from high intensity storms, which has 
mired cars in rivers of rainwater and caused 
sewage to spew into residents’ homes. 

While the city has recently invested 
more money into long-term capital im-
provements to its aging, overwhelmed 
stormwater infrastructure, City Council 
did not fund the largest flood mitigation 
projects on the table when it voted in ear-
ly July to disperse the first round of mon-
ey from the American Rescue Plan Act. 

Carlyle “Connie” Ring dies at 90
Carlyle “Connie” Ring, a for-

mer Republican city councilor and 
member of the Alexandria School 
Board, died on Aug. 19. He was 90. 

Ring helped define the local Re-
publican party with moderate views 
molded in the image of former Virginia 
Gov. Linwood Holton. Ring was known 

by political allies and rivals alike for his 
ability to work across the aisle and for 
his persistence in raising the Republi-
can party’s profile in Alexandria. 

After chairing the Alexandria 
Republican City Committee from 
1961 to 1968, Ring jumped into city 
service himself. From 1969 to 1978, 

he served on the School Board be-
fore joining City Council in 1979 and 
serving three terms until 1988. Ring 
would go on to run unsuccessfully 
for mayor in 1988 against incumbent 
Mayor Jim Moran, a good friend, in 
a campaign that focused on reducing 
taxes and city spending. 

Photographer Dennis Brack recounts 
half century of capturing history

Dennis Brack has made a career 
out of being in the right place at 
the right time.

As a White House news pho-
tographer, Brack chronicled the 
country’s history and changing so-
cio-political landscape in a career 
that has spanned 10 presidential 
administrations, five decades and 
at least four continents.

Brack photographed the Beat-
les during their first tour in the 
states and a reluctant Neil Arm-
strong, the first man to walk 
on the moon, during the 1960s. 
Brack travelled the world along-
side presidents for diplomatic 
missions, captured images of 
the Highway of Death during the 
Gulf War and, in one week, had 

his pictures appear on the front 
pages of Time magazine, News-
week and U.S. News and World 
Report.

When talking with the Times, 
Brack, 80, looked back on a lifetime 
of experiences that together com-
prise a greatest hits collection of 
20th century American history and 
maintained a sense of humility

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S

J O U R N E Y
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The coziest dining around -- inside or outside!

You'll become a regular once you
experience our menu and chef!

New hours! Family friendly!

AUGUST

Battle over Lee Street
When residents of Lee 

Street answered a knock on 
their doors in August, they 
met Alex Sprague, founder 
of Reconstruct Alexandria, 
or one of his volunteers, who 
were out collecting signa-
tures for a petition to rename 
the Old Town street. 

For some residents, the 
news came as a welcome 
surprise and a step toward 
removing Confederate 
namesakes from the city’s 
streets. For others, the pe-
tition represented anoth-
er step toward erasing the 

city’s history, particularly 
its connection to command-
er of the Confederate Army 
Robert E. Lee, who grew up 
in Alexandria and has long 
been regarded as a native 
son. 

Sprague, who has lived in 
the Carlyle neighborhood for 
five years, said he was inspired 
to start Reconstruct Alexan-
dria, a campaign to rename 
streets in the city that are 
named after Confederate, seg-
regationist or controversial fig-
ures, after the election of Dem-
ocratic President Joe Biden.

School Board requires staff vaccine, testing 
Alexandria City Public 

Schools staff members must 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine 

or undergo weekly testing this 
year, after the School Board 
decided on such measures in 

a split vote at a special called 
meeting on Aug. 19. 

Employees had to submit 

proof of vaccination by Aug. 
27 and mandatory testing of 
unvaccinated employees will 
begin on Aug. 30. 

The vaccine mandate 
came just five days before 
the Aug. 24 in-person start 

of the 2021-2022 school 
year, and while the general 
decision was agreed upon, 
the specifics of the timeline 
created a sharp divide among 
the board, pushing the final 
decision to about 10:30 p.m.

Lyles wins bronze medal 
at Olympic games

Noah Lyles, the 2019 
200-meter world champion, 
cinched the bronze, his first 
Olympic medal, on the morn-
ing of Aug. 4 at the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic games.

The 24-year-old graduate 
of T.C. Williams High School, 
now known as Alexandria 
City High School, ran the 
fastest time of 2021 during 
the U.S. Olympic Trials in 
July and won his bronze med-

al with the same time, 19.74 
seconds. 

Canadian Andre De Grasse 
took gold in the race, with a 
time of 19.62 seconds, and 
American Kenny Bednarek 
captured the silver medal, 
with a time of 19.68 seconds.

Olympians Troy IsLey and 
Tynita Butts-Townsend, both 
graduates of T.C. Williams 
High School, did not place in 
their respective events. 

Other notable events:
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra announces return 
to in-person concerts for the 2021-22 season; 
City adjusts to marijuana legalization; City makes 
progress in honoring Fort Ward Park
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SEPTEMBER

PHOTO/TEO LANG
The riders in the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
finish their six-day, 400-mile Ride for the Missing in Alexandria. A 
rally was held on Sept. 16 at John Carlyle Square.

Virginia Tech breaks ground on Innovation Campus

Ride for the Missing 
reaches Alexandria

Alexandria’s John Carlyle 
Square erupted in cheers on 
the muggy morning of Sept. 
16. The crowd had gathered to 
welcome the Ride for the Miss-
ing, a group of more than 40 
bicyclists who had traveled all 
the way from Utica, New York 
to Alexandria to raise aware-
ness about the plight of miss-
ing and exploited children.

The riders were all volun-

teers passionate about the 
cause, including family mem-
bers of missing persons, par-
ents of formerly missing chil-
dren and survivors of child 
abduction. The National Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited 
Children, where the riders 
completed their six-day, 400-
mile journey last week, has 
been headquartered in Alex-
andria since 1999.

School Board requires COVID-19 
tests, vaccine mandate

The Alexandria School 
Board approved routine 
COVID-19 surveillance test-
ing for students at its Sept. 9 
meeting.

Then at the Sept. 23 
board meeting, the School 
Board passed a mandate 
that required staff to re-

ceive the COVID-19 vac-
cine barring medical or 
religious exemptions. It 
also approved the require-
ment that student athletes 
participating in winter and 
spring sports provide proof 
of vaccination in order to 
train.

Virginia Tech broke 
ground on the first of three 
academic buildings for its 
Innovation Campus in North 
Potomac Yard on Sept. 14.

The 300,000 square-foot 
structure will be one of three 
academic buildings on the 

3.5-acre campus, which will 
provide engineering and 
computer science graduate 
students with space to em-
bark on projects in collabora-
tion with corporate partners 
that will sponsor the proj-
ects.

“We’re excited to grow 
this campus. We’re excited to 
begin the process of address-
ing what we believe is an im-
portant need in the region for 

tech talent,” Lance Collins, 
vice president and executive 
director of Virginia Tech’s In-
novation Campus, said. 

The building itself, with 

its modern, light-covered 
style, will be built on the 
same sustainable, technolo-
gy-driven principles that will 
drive the campus as a whole.

Thank you 
for a 

great 2021! 

Will your home need some interior TLC in 2022? 
Let us put our 35 years of experience 

to work for you!  
We are booking February work now. 

Call us today to schedule your free estimate! 

techpainting.com 
703-684-7702 

HOMEOWNERS! 

Since 1987 
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DASH eliminates bus fares and 
revamps routes

Starting on Sept. 5, DASH 
not only eliminated bus fares 
altogether but revamped the 
majority of its routes.

The changes came as part 
of the city’s broader Alexandria 
Transit Vision Plan and after 
City Council approved the elim-
ination of bus fares in its FY2022 

budget. 
Overall, the city shifted 

service toward areas that have 
not historically been covered 
by its buses but which have 
become major ridership hubs 
since the creation of the ser-
vice, areas like the West End 
and Potomac Yard.

Looking back on 9/11
Everyone remembers where 

they were when, 20 years ago, 
four planes were hijacked by 
terrorists and flown from a 
crystal blue sky into both World 
Trade Center buildings, the 
Pentagon and a Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania field. 

Many current residents of 
Alexandria witnessed, and in 
some cases experienced, the 
events of 9/11. The memories 
of that day still linger in the 
Port City, and its impact has 
rippled out to affect Alexan-
drians in ways they may not 
fully understand.

In honor of the 20th anni-
versary of 9/11 in September, 
the Alexandria Times spoke 
with three residents about 
their experiences and recollec-
tions of how they and the city 
responded on that day and in 
the weeks that followed.

Retired Lt. Gen Bob Wood 
was at his desk in the pentagon 
when one of the planes crashed 
into the building. The impact 
from the crash flung Wood 

across his office. He was res-
cued after his assistant gath-
ered help to break down his 
office door. Wood’s was the last 
office on the third floor next to 
the portion of the building that 
was destroyed by the plane.

Kerry Donley was mayor of 
Alexandria on 9/11. A cowork-
er burst into his office that 
morning to tell him a plane 
had hit the World Trade Cen-
ter, causing a reaction of shock 
and disbelief that intensified 
as Donley realized the U.S. 
was under attack. In the hours, 
days and weeks that followed, 
Donley worked to help deploy 
first responder resources to 
help at the Pentagon as well as 
to ensure Alexandria’s safety.

Rabbi Jack Moline, who was 
rabbi of Agudas Achim Con-
gregation in Alexandria at the 
time, remembered trying to 
comfort both his congregation 
and other city residents at a 
point in time when he said he 
felt as frightened and panicked 
as everyone else. 

SEPTEMBER

Other notable events:
Pedestrian killed in fatal crash on Seminary Road; 
John Carrington of Clinton, Maryland arrested 
and charged for 13-year-old cold case murder of 
Alexandria resident Reginald Gaither; Maryland 
resident stabbed to death in BJ’s Wholesale Club near 
Landmark Mall

OCTOBER
Council temporarily returns 
SROs to schools

A heated, three-hour 
discussion at the Oct. 12 
City Council legislative 
meeting resulted in coun-
cil voting 4-3 to tempo-
rarily return armed police 
officers to Alexandria City 
Public Schools under a pre-
vious memorandum of un-
derstanding.

The vote reversed a de-
cision council made during 

the May budgeting process 
to reallocate funding for 
school resource officers, 
also by a 4-3 vote. Coun-
cilor John Chapman voted 
with the majority in both 
instances. The May deci-
sion overruled a vote by 
the School Board to retain 
SROs at the city’s high 
school and middle schools.

The Oct. 12 meeting 

was engulfed in contro-
versy both during and af-
ter the meeting, as Chap-
man, along with councilors 
Canek Aguirre, Elizabeth 
Bennett-Parker and Mo 
Seifeldein had arrived at 
the meeting with an al-
ready-developed propos-
al for replacing SROs that 
they released just minutes 
after the meeting started.

Three violent crimes  
in just over 24 hours

Two shootings and a 
stabbing occurred in Alex-
andria in just over 24 hours 
on Oct. 10 and 11.

In the first incident, a 
man was shot in the lower 
body early on the morning of 
Oct. 10 in the 3800 block of 
Cameron Mills Road in the 
Lloyd Apartments. Accord-
ing to a news release, the 
police arrested Rudy Bueso 
Macedo on the morning of 

Oct. 11. Macedo, 38, of Al-
exandria, was charged with 
malicious wounding, use of 
a firearm in the commission 
of a felony and unlawful dis-
charge of a firearm.

A male under the age 
of 18 was shot late on 
the morning of Oct. 10 
in the 500 block of Four 
Mile Road in Arlandria. 
Police arrested a 17-year-
old male on Oct. 15 and 

charged him with mali-
cious wounding, use of a 
firearm in the commission 
of a felony and possession 
of a firearm by a juvenile.

Then, at around 10:45 
a.m. on Oct. 11, a man was 
stabbed in the Landmark 
area of Alexandria. Accord-
ing to a news release, the 
stabbing occurred in the 
100 block of South Whiting 
Street.

Del Ray loses power 
during Art on the Avenue

Art on the Avenue is 
always one of the busi-
est days of the year for 
Del Ray businesses. The 
businesses along Mount 
vernon Avenue were pre-
paring for customers at 
the annual art festival 
to help alleviate some of 
the economic challenges 
still posed by the pan-
demic, but a power out-
age dashed local business 
owners’ hopes.

While the outage, 

which hit Del Ray around 
5:45 a.m., lasted only a 
few hours for many resi-
dents, the businesses lo-
cated along Mount Vernon 
Avenue were left without 
power until 10:30 p.m. Ac-
cording to Dominion En-
ergy, the outage left about 
350 of their customers in 
the area without power 
until that night, well after 
the end of Art on the Av-
enue. 

The power outage on 

Oct. 2, which Dominion 
traced to faulty under-
ground switch and cable 
equipment, was only the 
most recent in an in-
creasingly frequent string 
of outages that have oc-
curred over the last few 
years. Mayor Justin Wil-
son called the most recent 
outage “unacceptable” 
and called for Dominion 
to improve its infrastruc-
ture and response time in 
the city.
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Pay increased for 
city employees

City Council unani-
mously approved a set of 
mid-year pay adjustments 
during an Oct. 26 legisla-
tive meeting, including a 
1.5% pay increase for all 
city employees.

Originally proposed as 
part of the FY 2021 bud-
get prior to the financial 
impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic last year, all city 
employees will receive a 

1.5% increase in pay, while 
captains and lieutenants in 
the police department and 
sheriff’s office will receive 
targeted step increases.

The pay hike came after 
months of public state-
ments from the city’s fire 
and police unions calling 
for pay increases for first 
responders who lag behind 
their regional counterparts 
in compensation.

Minister Matthew  
Ian Gillette dies at 39

OCTOBER

Matthew Ian Gillette, 
a pillar of Alexandria’s 
Del Ray community who 
was known for his work 
with Casa Chirilagua and 
the National Community 
Church, died suddenly of 
a heart-related issue at his 
home on Oct. 19. He was 
39.

Gillette’s many min-
istries in Alexandria 
stemmed from his abid-
ing Christian faith. His 

LinkedIn self-description 
reads, “Hello! My name is 
Matthew Gillette. I am a 
30 something follower of 
Jesus. I love my wife, our 
neighbors, and our city. 
… My beautiful wife Abby 
and I live in Alexandria, 
VA. Where I am a neigh-
bor, friend, missionary, 
ordained minister, social 
activist, community cura-
tor, and hopeful social en-
trepreneur.”

Other notable events:
Alexandria City High School put on lockdown 
after student brings gun on campus, student 
arrested; City Council permanently closes 100 
block of King to vehicular traffic

PHOTO/IAFF LOCAL 2141
City Council’s approved mid-year pay adjustments increased 
compensation for all city employees, but first responders said it 
was not enough to keep them competitive.

NOVEMBER

Other notable events:
Resident Michael Johnson works to 
preserve historically Black Douglass 
Cemetery; Body discovered floating 
near Old Town pier; Three-alarm 
fire causes $1.4 million in damage 
to a Del Ray duplex, displacing two 
families but causing no injuries; 
Alexandria Film Festival runs from 
Nov. 11 to Dec. 10; David Rose 
named director of Alexandria Health 
Department

Democrats sweep council races

Times examines Virginia Sunshine Law
Prompted by a Freedom of 

Information Act trove of doc-
uments sent to the Alexandria 
Times by a resident, the paper 
examined the actions of four 
city councilors – Canek Agu-
irre, Elizabeth Bennett-Parker, 
John Chapman and Mo Seif-
eldein – to see if they violated 
state Sunshine Laws in devel-
oping a policy proposal for pro-
viding security in city schools.

The FOIA request was filed 

after the four councilors ar-
rived at a City Council meet-
ing armed with a joint state-
ment for a plan that outlined 
their intentions for school 
resource officers moving for-
ward. Some residents viewed 
this statement as suspicious 
and indicative of behind-
the-scenes communication, 
calling into question whether 
these actions violated Virgin-
ia’s open meetings laws that 

aim to ensure government 
transparency through open 
public meetings.

According to various ex-
perts’ assessments, the coun-
cilors did not technically 
break the law in this case, as 
some have claimed. However, 
the case also opens the door 
to a broader conversation 
about the letter of the law, the 
spirit of the law and the gray 
area in between.

Supply chain woes

Alexandrians elected all 
six Democrats and re-elect-
ed Democratic Mayor Justin 
Wilson to City Council during 
the general election on Nov. 
2, even as statewide Republi-
cans won races for governor, 
lieutenant governor, attorney 
general and also captured the 
House of Delegates.

Unlike 2018, Wilson had a 
challenger in the mayoral race, 
Republican Annetta Catch-

ings. Wilson will be joined by a 
Democratic slate that features 
three incumbents – Amy Jack-
son, John Chapman and Canek 
Aguirre – alongside three new-
comers – Alyia Gaskins, Sarah 
Bagley and Kirk McPike.

In the nonpartisan School 
Board election, incumbents 
Michelle Rief and Jacinta 
Greene were re-elected in 
District A along with former 
City Councilor Willie Bailey. 

In District B, all three in-
cumbents retired, so seven 
new candidates vied for three 
slots, with Ashley Simpson 
Baird securing the most votes, 
followed by Kelly Carmichael 
Booz and Tammy Ignacio. In 
District C, the three candi-
dates were all elected: current 
School Board Chair Meagan 
Alderton and newcomers Ab-
del Elnoubi and W. Christo-
pher Harris.

PHOTO/GRETCHEN BULOVA
In Douglass Cemetery, a historic Black burial ground in 
Old Town, many grave markers have disappeared as a 
result of severe flooding. 

Local retailers reported being negatively impact-
ed by COVID-19 related problems in the global sup-
ply chain of goods and parts. Local business owners 
warned customers that not every shelf would be 
stocked in time for holiday shopping sprees.

The COVID-19 pandemic continued to dis-
rupt production and supply lines across the 
country and world. Container ships were stacked 

up waiting to dock at the port of Los Angeles, 
freight costs skyrocketed and, with production 
stalled in factories across the globe, stock short-
ages left people waiting and wanting. 

“It’s a tough situation, and everybody’s just 
getting a little weary,” Rory Callaghan, kitch-
en planning director at M&M Appliance and 
Cabinets, said.



Florence King dies
Florence King, a civic 

activist, 2021 City Council 
candidate and Alexandria 
Living Legend, died at home 
on Dec. 9 after a brief illness. 
She was in her 70s.

King, who lived in the city 
for 30 years, was a familiar 
face to many in the commu-
nity from her work as a city 

elections officer, service on 
boards and commissions, 
recent campaign for City 
Council and work for the 
nonprofit she founded, FMK 
Credit Education Center. 
Her death came as a shock 
to many, as residents posted 
memorials on social media 
yesterday.

“What an unthinkable 
and shocking loss. I’m so 
saddened,” former May-
or Allison Silberberg wrote 
on Facebook. “Florence has 
made a phenomenal differ-
ence here in countless ways, 
and she was a friend to all. … 
Her life was a blessing and 
she will be sorely missed.”

Longtime City Councilor 
Del Pepper, who is retiring 
at the end of this year, was 
first elected to Alexandria’s 
City Council back in 1985 
and would go on to serve for 
the next 36 years. She is the 
longest-serving city council 
member in Alexandria’s his-
tory.

Pepper’s career spans 12 
terms in total, three of which 

she served as vice mayor, 
meaning she got the most 
votes of any candidate. She 
served alongside six different 
mayors and five city managers.

Pepper said she is most 
proud of the impactful proj-
ects she’s worked on over 
the years, including the new 
Potomac Yard Metro station, 
Virginia Tech’s Innovation 
Campus, the new Inova Al-

exandria Hospital campus 
that’s coming to the former 
Landmark Mall site and the 
permanent shutdown of the 
old Mirant Potomac River 
Power Plant.

Pepper was famous for 
showing up at every sin-
gle civic event she possibly 
could, from nonprofit fund-
raisers to business ribbon 
cuttings. She said she never 

considered not showing up.
“It’s terribly important. 

That’s how you see your city 
changing. Each one of those 
ribbon cuttings was another 
change in our city,” Pepper 
said. “They may think they’re 
talking about just their little 
restaurant or just their little 
park, but it’s another part of 
the city that’s changing, and I 
want to understand that.”
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Other notable events:
Barricade situation resolved 
peacefully; Bill Reagan announces 
retirement, after 25 years as 
executive director of Alexandria 
Small Business Development 
Center; Cases of COVID-19 spiked 
in Alexandria the first week of 
December; Man shot near the 
Braddock Road Metro Station; 
ACPS updates equity policy; City 
honors Del Pepper’s 36 years of 
service

DECEMBER
Long-time City Councilor Del Pepper to retire

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne retires, 
reflects on career

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, 
who has served Alexandria 
residents as a law enforce-
ment officer for the past 43 
years, beginning in the Al-

exandria Police Department 
and culminating with the 
last 16 years as the city’s 
sheriff, will retire on Dec. 31.

Lawhorne’s experience in law 

enforcement ranges from metic-
ulous and exhausting detective 
work to high stakes hostage ne-
gotiations and managing the 210 
people in the Sheriff’s Office.

Olympic champion 
Briana Scurry’s 
storied soccer career

Alexandria resident Briana 
Scurry shared her remarkable, 
moving life story with Times 
editor Cody Mello-Klein in 
the Dec. 9 issue of the Alex-
andria Times.

The 3,400-word sto-
ry recounted Scurry’s rise to 
worldwide prominence as the 
goalkeeper on two gold-med-
al-winning U.S. Women’s Olym-
pic soccer teams. Scurry’s pen-
alty kick save also enabled the 
U.S. Women’s National Team to 
capture the World Cup in 1999, a 

team filled with stars, including 
Mia Hamm and Brandi Chastain.

From those heights, just 
over a decade later Scurry ex-
perienced the lowest of  lows, 
as a career-ending, severe 
concussion left her physical-
ly, emotionally and financial-
ly spent. With the help of her 
lawyers and a marketing spe-
cialist, who ultimately became 
Scurry’s wife, the former soc-
cer great was able to get the 
medical care she needed and 
put her life back together.

James Parajon 
named next  
city manager

City Council announced at a special meet-
ing on Dec. 1 that James Parajon will serve as 
Alexandria’s next city manager. Parajon will 
replace Mark Jinks, who announced his retire-
ment in June after six years as city manager.

Parajon comes from Arlington, Texas, 
where he has served since 2006, most recent-
ly as deputy city manager. Parajon, originally 
from Poughkeepsie, New York, has three de-
cades of experience as a professional planner. 
Parajon said he comes to Alexandria looking 
to work alongside the city’s residents.

Holiday theft down 
in the city

Although Alexandria’s 
shoplifting statistics were down 
from last year, local businesses 
still experienced a number of 
retail crimes over the preceding 
few months and thus took theft 
prevention measures.

According to data collected 
by the Alexandria Police De-
partment, a total of 56 shop-
lifting and concealment inci-
dents had been reported for 
November and December, with 
a few weeks still left in Decem-
ber. This marked a decrease 

from 2020, which had 93 cas-
es over the same two months, 
and 2019, during which 111 
cases occurred over the same 
two months. At 464 total shop-
lifting and concealment inci-
dents in 2021, this also marked 
a decrease from 2020, which 
had a total of 598 cases, and 
2019, with 484 total cases.

Alexandria’s shoplifting 
trends contrasted sharply 
with national shoplifting sta-
tistics, which appeared to be 
in the rise. 

DEL PEPPER



LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMSSION & CITY 

COUNCIL

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Com-
mis-sion and the City Council on 
the dates and times listed below. 
NOTICE: Some of the items listed 
below may be placed on a consent 
calendar. A consent item will 
be approved at the beginning of 
the meeting without discussion 
unless someone asks that it be 
taken off the consent calendar 
and considered separately. The 
Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future date. 
For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION TUESDAY, JAN-
UARY 4, 
2022 7:00 PM, CITY HALL CITY 
COUNCIL CHAMBER 301 KING 
STREET ALEXANDRIA, VIRGIN-
IA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 2022 
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 301 
KING STREET ALEXANDRIA, 
VIRGINIA 22314

If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic emer-
gency, these meetings will be held 
electronically. If held elec-troni-
cally, the meetings are being held 
pursuant to Virginia Code Section 
2.2-3708.2(A)(3) and the Conti-
nuity of Government ordi-nance 
adopted by the City Coun-cil on 
June 20, 2020 to undertake essen-
tial business and members of the 
public bodies and staff will be par-
ticipating from remote lo-cations 
through a Zoom Webinar.

Electronic access will be pro-vid-
ed whether the meetings are in 
person or electronic. The Planning 
Commission and City Council 

Public Hearings can be accessed 
by the public through the live 
broadcast on the government 
Channel 70 and streaming on the 
City’s website. Electronic participa-
tion is also available via Zoom by 
registering to attend the hearings 
via the following registration links:

Planning Commission (Public 
Hearing Webinar):
The Webinar will open at 6:30 p.m. 
to allow individuals to join, while 
the Planning Com-mission hearing 
will begin at approximately 7:00 
p.m.

Registration Link: https://zoom. us/
webinar/register/
WN_Qn7cT027StStypADxDgAxw

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 999 2239 9897 Pass-
word: 822842

City Council (Public 
Hearing Webinar): Registration 
Link: https://zoom.us/webinar/reg-
ister/WN__I0X-ISpSB6l-9LLjXAcg

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial in: 301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 958 7605 7149 Pass-

word: 970428

Public comment will be received 
at the meetings. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Planning & Zoning staff at 
PlanComm@alexandriava.gov for 
the Planning Commission hearing, 
to the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@
alexandriava. gov for the City 
Council hear-ing, or make public 
comments on the day of either 
hearing.

For reasonable disability ac-
com-modation for the Planning 
Com-mission hearing, contact 
Jackie Cato at jackie.cato@alexan-
driava. gov or 703.746.3810, Virgin-
ia Relay 711. For reasonable dis-
ability accommodation for the City 
Council hearing, please call the City 
Clerk and Clerk of Council’s Office 
at 703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 838-
5056). We request that you provide 
a 48-hour notice so that the proper 
arrangements may be made.
In accordance with Virginia State 
Code Section 15.2-2006, the 
following is the second publica-tion 
of notice of a request for a Vacation 
of public right-of-way. The item 
described below was previously 
advertised on Decem-ber 23, 2021 

in the “Classified Legal Ad” section 
of the Alexan-dria Times. All other 
previously advertised items for the 
above hearings remain the same:

City Charter Section 9.06 
Case #2021-00006* 
Coordinated Development District 
Conceptual Design Plan #2021-
00005 Development Special Use 
Permit #2021-10024 Transportation 
Management Plan Special Use Per-
mit #2021-00063 Vacation #2021-
00001 221 West Glebe Road and 
3606, 3610, 3612 and 3700 Mount 
Vernon Avenue -AHDC Glebe/
Mt. Vernon Public Hearing and 
consideration of requests for: (A) 
Planning Commission to review 
wheth-er the proposed disposition 
of property (3700 Mount Vernon 
Avenue) by the City of Alexan-
dria is consistent with the City of 
Al-exandria Master Plan pursuant 
to Section 9.06 of the City Charter; 
(B) a Coordinated Development 
District (CDD) Conceptual De-sign 
Plan; (C) a Development Spe-cial 
Use Permit (DSUP) with site plan 

including special use permits for 
additional density through the 
provision of affordable housing 
pursuant to Section 7-700 and for a 
parking reduction; modifi-cations 
to the height-to-setback ratio, the 
line at zone transition, and the front 
yard setback as per Sections 6-403, 
7-902(A) and 7-902(B) respectively, 
to construct a mixed-use affordable 
housing multifamily development 
with structured parking; (D) a Tier 
III Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit (TMP 
SUP); and, (E) the Vacation (VAC) 
of a portion of City-owned alley; 
zoned: CDD #12/Coordinated De-
velopment District #12. Applicant: 
Alexandria Hous-ing Development 
Corporation 
(AHDC), represented by Duncan 
W. Blair, attorney, and the City of 
Alexandria (Section 9.06 Case) 

*Please note: City Charter Section 
9.06 Case #2021-00006 will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
only and by the City Council only 
upon appeal.
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Classifieds

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-
istration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 
262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Roha Trading LLC

Roha Ethiopian Restaurant

291 S Van Dorn St

Alexandria

22304-4303

Wine and Beer On Premises and Mixed Beverage

Asmare Kebede Managing Member
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Old Town Office  |  109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  703.549.9292  |  McEnearney.com  |  #WeAreAlexandria

Equal Housing Opportunity

It’s beyond selling homes.
When McEnearney Associates was formed in 1980, John McEnearney knew that he wanted to create a firm that went above and 
beyond just selling and buying homes for clients... He wanted to give back to the communities that helped grow the firm to more 
than 350 Associates today. Every Associate that joins our firm stands behind a brand that invests in the communities that we live and 

work in. They are responsible for our enviable reputation. They are McEnearney Associates. 

With sincere gratitude, thank you to these organizations and non-profits that we have  
partnered with to strengthen our communities for the past 40 years.

2019-2021 COMMUNITY PARTNERS INCLUDE:  ACT for Alexandria  |  Alexandria Little League  |  Alexandria  Rotary  |  Animal 
Welfare League of Alexandria  |  Boys and Girls Club  |  Capital Area Food Bank  |  Carpenter’s Shelter  |  Community Lodgings  |  DC 
Parks & Recreation  |  George Washington Parkway Classic  |  Historic Alexandria Foundation  |  Historic Garden Week  |  Hopkins 
House  |  Mount Vernon/Lee Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament  |  Old Town Festival of Speed and Style  |  Rebuilding Alexandria 
Together  |  SCAN of Northern Virginia  |  Scholarship Fund of Alexandria  |  Senior Services of Alexandria  |  Tall Ship Providence 

Foundation  |  The TWIG


