
ACPS joins lawsuit 
against Youngkin
Seven school districts 
take legal action 
opposing governor’s 
executive order
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Alexandria City Public 
Schools and six other Virginia 
school districts filed a joint law-
suit on Monday opposing Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin’s (R-VA) execu-
tive order which effectively made 
mask-wearing optional in public 
schools. 

Alexandria joined school 
boards in Arlington County; 
Fairfax County; Hampton; Falls 
Church; Richmond and Prince 
William County, which togeth-
er represent more than 350,000 
students. According to a joint 
statement, the school boards 
filed the lawsuit in order not “out 
of choice, but out of necessity” 
to defend “the right of school 
boards to enact policy at the lo-
cal level, including policies that 
protect the health and well-be-
ing of all students and staff.”

“With COVID-19 transmission 
rates high, our hospitals at crisis 
level, and the continued recom-
mendation of health experts to 
retain universal mask-wearing 

for the time being, this is sim-
ply not the time to remove this 
critical component of layered 
health and safety mitigation 
strategies,” the joint statement 
reads. “School divisions need to 
continue to preserve their au-
thority to protect and serve all 
our students, including our most 
vulnerable, who need these mit-
igation measures perhaps more 
than anyone to be able to contin-
ue to access in-person instruc-
tion.”

The suit challenges the con-
stitutionality of Youngkin’s ex-
ecutive order. At the core of the 
lawsuit is whether school boards 
have exclusive power over super-
vision of schools granted by the 
Virginia constitution or whether 
an executive order can override 
that authority. 

It also goes on to question 
whether Youngkin can legally re-
verse a lawfully-adopted statute 
without legislative action by the 
General Assembly. Specifically, 
the joint statement references 
Virginia Senate Bil 1303, which 
was adopted in March 2021 and 
requires that school districts 
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Bill Reagan bids adieu 

COURTESY PHOTO
Bill Reagan, who has served as executive director of the Alexandria Small Business 
Development Center for the last 25 years, is set to retire on Jan. 31.

SBDC executive director 
spent 25 years strengthening 
business community
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

At the end of this month, Bill Reagan, 
the executive director of the Alexandria 
Small Business Development Center, will 
retire following 25 years of service to Al-
exandria’s business community. 

Reagan founded the SBDC in 1996, 
and since then the center has worked to 
strengthen independent businesses in 
the city through free counseling and ed-
ucational opportunities for both new and 
seasoned entrepreneurs. 

Twenty-five years and more than 
90,000 consulting hours later, Reagan 

SEE REAGAN | 6

SEE ACPS | 3

Does your home’s exterior need some TLC?  Warm weather will be here before you know it!  

Call Tech Painting for a free estimate: 703-684-7702 
Your trusted neighborhood painter for 35 years! Since 1987 
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Christine Roland Garner
It’s cold outside but the market is heating up! 

Let me put my 34 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & photos, go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855
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Hear ye! Hear ye! Ben Fio-
re-Walker stopped by Speak 
Easy to chat with Alexandria 
Times Editor Cody Mello-Klein 
about his decade-long stint as 
the city’s town crier.

Fiore-Walker talked about 
what prompted him to throw 
his literal hat in the ring for 
the position, the psychological 
exercise of donning his Colo-
nial garb, the power of having a 
Black town crier and the value 
of his role in 2022.

Listen to episode on Spoti-
fy, Apple Podcasts and on the 
Times website at https://alex-

times.com/2021/10/speak-easy/
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Correction: The editorial printed in 
the Jan. 20 Alexandria Times incorrectly 
stated the level of government support 
for the 699 Prince St. project. While the 
project does include “taxpayer support 
of a for-profit, private luxury hotel” it is 
in the form of: a grant “for the purpose 
of inducing Prince Street to develop the 
Project,” according to the project perfor-

mance agreement, along with historic 
tax credits and sales and user taxes gen-
erated by the site. The total government 
subsidy for the project is $16,620,000, 
according to the site’s performance 
agreement and tourism development 
plan. This public subsidy includes up to 
$10,270,000 in “net historic tax credit 
proceeds,” which come from the feder-

al and state governments, $6,100,000 
in “gap financing,” half of which will 
come from state and half from local 
portions of Virginia sales and use taxes 
generated by the site, and the $250,000 
grant from the City of Alexandria and 
the Alexandria Economic Development 
Partnership, which receives city fund-
ing, to the developer. This $16,620,000 

subsidy does not include salaries for city 
or AEDP employees whose time is spent 
working on the project. The docket for 
the meeting, which contains the individ-
ual documents, can be found at https://
legistar.granicus.com/alexandria/
meetings/2022/1/2244_A_City_Coun-
cil_Public_Hearing_22-01-22_Docket.
pdf

maintain five days of in-per-
son education by following 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention health 
and safety requirements to 
the greatest extent possible.

“Without today’s action, 
school boards are placed in 
a legally untenable position 
– faced with an executive 
order that is in conflict with 
the constitution and state 
law,” the statement reads. 
“Today’s action is not polit-
ically motivated. These seven 
school divisions would wel-
come the opportunity to col-
laborate with the governor to 
ensure the safety and welfare 
of all students.”

School Board Chair Mea-
gan Alderton said that ACPS’ 
decision to join the lawsuit 
comes from a desire to pri-
oritize the health of students 
and staff. 

“The Alexandria City 
School Board is joining oth-
er Virginia school divisions 
to protect our authority to 
make the decisions and enact 
the policies to preserve the 
safety and well-being of our 
students, staff and families,” 
Alderton said in a statement. 
“Universal masking is one of 
the critical COVID-19 mitiga-
tion measures that help safe-
guard each individual in our 
schools, as well as the collec-
tive health of our community.”

Mayor Justin Wilson ex-
pressed support for the 
board’s joint lawsuit.

“I stand with our ACPS 
School Board and our re-
gion’s elected School Boards 
as they work to protect the 
wellness of students, faculty 
and support staff, and ensure 
that we keep our students in-
school, safe and learning,” 
Wilson wrote on Twitter. 

Youngkin’s Executive Or-

der Number Two, which he 
signed on Jan. 15, states that, 
“Recent government orders 
requiring virtually every 
child in Virginia wear masks 
virtually every moment they 
are in school have proven in-
effective and impractical.”

In the order, Youngkin 
goes on to state that the 
previous government orders 
do not align with “rapidly 
changing scientific infor-
mation” and that an August 
2021 order of the state health 
commissioner notes that cor-
rect mask use helps reduce 
transmission. 

“As parents and educators 
have observed, many chil-
dren wear masks incorrectly, 
providing little or no health 
benefit. The masks worn by 
children are often ineffective 
because they are made from 
cloth material, and they are 
often not clean, resulting in 
the collection of impurities, 

including bacteria and par-
asites,” the executive order 
reads. “Additionally, wearing 
masks for prolonged periods 
of time, such as for an entire 
school day, decreases their 
effectiveness.”

“In light of the variety of 
circumstances confronted 
by students in the common-
wealth, parents should have 
the ability to decide wheth-
er their child should wear 
masks during the school day. 
This approach is consistent 
with the broad rights of par-
ents,” order concludes.

Youngkin addressed the 
lawsuit in an interview on 
Monday with conservative 
radio host John Fredericks, 
stating that parents “have a 
fundamental right in Virgin-
ia to make decisions with re-
gard to their kids’ education, 
their upbringing, and their 
care.”

“[The school jurisdictions 

in the lawsuit] aren’t recog-
nizing the rights of parents 
today. And oh, by the way, 
they haven’t been recognizing 
the rights of parents all along. 
So I’m not surprised to hear 
these reactions from school 
boards that have consistently 
prioritized bureaucrats and 
politicians over the rights of 
parents,” Youngkin said. 

Current state law re-
quires that each school dis-
trict “provide such in-per-
son instruction in a manner 
in which it adheres, to the 
maximum extent practicable, 
to any currently applicable 
mitigation strategies for ear-
ly childhood care and educa-
tion programs and elemen-
tary and secondary schools 
to reduce the transmission 
of COVID-19 that have been 
provided by the federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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Alexandria man convicted of rape
Steven Orellana, a 

32-year-old Alexandria 
residents, was convicted 
of rape by a jury in Alexan-
dria Circuit Court yester-
day, according to a news 
release. 

The conviction follows 
evidence establishing that 
in 2019 Orellana forced a 
coworker he had been dat-
ing to engage in a sexual 
act against her will in his 
apartment, according to 
the release. 

During the trial, which 
was significantly delayed 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the victim present-

ed a recording she made in 
which Orellana explicitly 
stated that he knew what 
he did was wrong.

“In any serious vio-
lent case like this, my first 
thought is with the victim 
because no verdict can 
make the victim whole 
again. Any victim who 
suffers a sexual assault is 
going to be affected for 
the rest of his or her life,” 
Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Bryan Porter said in an 
interview with the Times. 
“ … So we’re satisfied that 
justice has been done and 
that a violent offender has 

been held accountable, 
but there’s a modicum of 
being tempered in our re-
sponse given the extreme 
psychic toll that has been 
inflicted on the victim in 
this case.”

Porter said next steps 
include a pre-sentenc-
ing investigation which 
includes guidelines that 
provide the judge with 
suggested ranges for sen-
tencing. Orellana is cur-
rently being held without 
bail, with his sentencing 
hearing scheduled for 
March 17. 
-oanderson@alextimes.com

Town crier appears on 
Alexandria Times podcast

COURTESY PHOTO
Ben Fiore-Walker, Alexandria town 
crier.
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Institute for Defense Analyses 
opens in Potomac Yard

Another major tenant 
just made the move to Po-
tomac Yard. The Institute 
for Defense Analyses, a na-
tional security non-profit, 
officially opened its new 
headquarters at 730 E. 
Glebe Road during a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on Tues-
day.

The road to Potomac 
Yard has involved a 10-year 

development process, in-
cluding two years of con-
struction, and a move from 
Alexandria’s Mark Cen-
ter area. The new 370,000 
square foot facility is locat-
ed about a block away from 
the site of the upcoming 
Potomac Yard Metro sta-
tion, which is set to open 
this September, and with-
in reach of the Pentagon, 

IDA’s largest client.
According to a news re-

lease, the IDA’s new head-
quarters will provide space 
for 1,000 employees and 
includes a two-story lobby, 
an auditorium that seats 
300 people, meeting rooms, 
labs and a courtyard that 
provides views of Washing-
ton, D.C.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Alexandria certified as pet-friendly city
Alexandria might have to 

change its nickname from the 
Port City to the Pet City, after 
Mars Petcare recently certi-
fied the city as a “Better city 
for pets” earlier this month.

The certification ac-
knowledges the number of 
pet care and veterinary pro-
viders, cleanliness of parks 
that allow animals, avail-
able pet-friendly housing, 
pet-friendly businesses and 
the presence of a “safe and 
welcoming animal shelter.” 
As part of the certification, 
Mars Petcare also awarded 

the Animal Welfare League 
of Alexandria a grant to fund 
efforts through 2023 to study 
and expand pet-friendly 
housing in the city.

For residents, the an-
nouncement likely comes 
as no surprise. The city has 
about 160,000 residents and 
about 80,000 pets, according 
to a news release from the 
Animal Welfare League of Al-
exandria. 

There are 18 dog parks 
within Alexandria, in ad-
dition to a wide variety of 
pet stories, grooming facil-

ities, dog-friendly outdoor 
dining opportunities and 
animal-centric dining expe-
riences, such as Barkhaus, 
the city’s first dog bar, and 
Mount Purrnon, the city’s 
first cat café.

“Alexandria is a commu-
nity dedicated to its animals, 
and this certification demon-
strates what we already knew: 
That we are a city where pets 
and their people are welcome 
as visitors or residents,” Stel-
la Hanly, executive director 
of AWLA, said in the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

PHOTO/INSTITUTE FOR DEFENSE ANALYSES
Mayor Justin Wilson and Norty Schwartz, president of the Institute for Defense Analyses, at the ribbon 
cutting for IDA’s new Potomac Yard headquarters.

ACPS presents VIP awards
Alexandria City Pub-

lic Schools presented VIP 
awards to members of school 
staff in the category of li-
censed specialists who ex-
hibit vision, integrity and 
passion. 

Award recipients include 
Chanel Alford-Campbell, 
a technology integration 
specialist at Francis C. 
Hammond Middle School; 
Andrea Heckel, a literacy 
instructional coach at Fer-
dinand T. Day Elementary 
School; Maureen Selgas, a 
school counselor at Alex-

andria City High School and 
Christina Trozzi, a school 
counselor at Cora Kelly 
School. 

The next VIP Awards 
category is support staff, 
which includes central office 
support and building level 
support staff, including ad-
ministrative assistants, in-
structional assistants, ACPS 
monitors and school security 
officers. 

Nominations for the next 
VIP Award category are due 
by Feb. 15. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

~ Puppy Girl ~
Espresso loves everything and everybody. At 5 months, 
she is ready for a new  home and hopes that comes with 

a human who loves to train pups. She's  working on 
her Sit, Stay and Down and is getting high marks.  

Evidently as smart as she is beautiful, Espresso would excel at 
Agility  Training; she's a natural athlete, and Fetch as well.  
She will be your sweet & loyal best buddy; she's a fun pup.

  Meet Espresso!  
Visit AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774 
THANK YOU

Diann
Carlson 

703.628.2440
diann.carlson@gmail.com

Weichert Realtors

"Because everyone deserves a home."
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George Demetriades

It's not fair to be anxious about

your home purchase or sale. When

you work with the LizLuke team,

we guide you through the process

of finding a house to call home

and selling with simplicity.
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said he is ready to step aside 
and explore new ventures in 
life. 

“I’m looking at the oppor-
tunities in my life to do new 
things, and I feel that it’s a 
good juncture coming out of 
the pandemic where there’s 
kind of a reset for almost ev-
eryone for the Small Business 
Development Center to have 
new leadership and take new 
approaches perhaps, and for 
me to look at new opportu-
nities and new opportunities 
for the rest of my life,” Rea-
gan said. 

Reagan officially retires 
on Jan. 31 and will leave be-
hind a legacy of bolstering 

Alexandria’s business econ-
omy, but the organization 
began humbly with a conver-
sation between Reagan and 
then Councilors Lois Walker 
and Bill Euille. Reagan had 
recently been thinking about 
the excitement and impor-
tance of small businesses in 
the city, which at the time he 
felt didn’t have enough re-
sources to thrive. 

After a year of working 
closely with City Council and 
local leadership to find fund-
ing, the SBDC was born, and 
Reagan was encouraged to 
apply for the only staff po-
sition at the time. He got the 
job and began in December 
1996. 

“It was me answering 

phones and meeting with 
businesses and trying to de-
velop a library and trying to 
develop checklists and try-
ing to develop resources, so 
it was a bit overwhelming 
at the start, but it gradually 
grew in support and funding 
over the years,” Reagan said. 

The SBDC proved its value 
in the community, secured 
more funding from sources 
like the Chamber of Com-
merce and various banks and 
was eventually able to hire 
additional employees to pro-
vide consulting services for 
small businesses. 

Reagan noted that these 
services are especially im-
portant for small business-
es, since they often don’t 
have the luxury of handing 
off challenges to specialized 
departments. In fact, 90% of 
Alexandria’s businesses have 
fewer than 20 employees, 
Reagan said. 

“There are legal matters 
or marketing matters or ac-
counting matters [and] the 
small business owner is great 
at what they do, but they just 
don’t always have expertise 
in that particular area,” Rea-
gan said. “What we do at the 
Small Business Development 
Center is help them when 
they come to us, give them 
objective feedback and con-
nect them with expertise that 
can advise them on how to 
deal with the questions that 
are arising.”

Cal Simmons, an entre-
preneur who ran an Alexan-
dria travel agency and leads 
a monthly meeting for com-
munity business leaders, has 
worked closely with Reagan 
for many years. He called 
Reagan a “visionary” for cre-
ating the SBDC, an organiza-
tion that Simmons said was 
“sorely needed” in the city. 

“There wasn’t really a 
group that was set up to roll 
up their sleeves and help 
a business get established 
here, and Bill created that,” 
Simmons said. “A lot of peo-
ple have good ideas, but ex-
ecution is what really makes 

the difference. … Lots of or-
ganizations have some meet-
ings and give lip service to 
improvements, but rolling up 
your sleeves and getting the 
job done is a different story. 
Bill has always been terrific 
at that.” 

The SBDC has been there 
for local businesses through 
thick and thin. Specifical-
ly, Reagan recalled how the 
SBDC sprang into action 
during various catastrophic 
circumstances, such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Hurri-
cane Isabel and 9/11. 

The latter event caused a 
countrywide shutdown and 
because Alexandria relies 
heavily on tourism, Reagan 
said the city’s economy im-
ploded. Then, a year later 
when Hurricane Isabel hit, 
many businesses were dev-
astated by flooding.  In both 
instances, the SBDC helped 
businesses complete appli-
cations for disaster loans. 
According to Reagan, the 
largest proportion of disaster 
loans approved in the Wash-
ington metropolitan area 
came from businesses the 
SBDC assisted. 

“When Isabel hit, Bill was 
out on the streets with the 
water on the streets, and 
was with the governor at the 
time, walking the streets and 

trying to find ways to help 
businesses,” Jack Parker, a 
business consultant with the 
SBDC since 1998, said. “Busi-
nesses need someone who is 
proactive, and Bill is proac-
tive. He’s gonna get out there, 
whatever occurs, whether it’s 
an economic downturn or 
whatever it might be, making 
sure businesses have what 
they need.”

More recently, the SBDC 
stepped in during the pan-
demic to help businesses 
apply for disaster loans and 
funding from the Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security and American Res-
cue Plan acts. 

Reagan said that provid-
ing assistance during the 
pandemic was much less 
straightforward and hands-
on than with the previous 
events. Although the SBDC 
could guide businesses to-
ward recovery programs and 
answer questions, it was un-
able to directly assist with 
applications, which Reagan 
said proved to be “discour-
aging.”

“No one had a blueprint 
for this. There was no tem-
plate, and the whole world 
was impacted by COVID. We 
all had to make very quick 

SEE REAGAN | 7

REAGAN FROM | 1

COURTESY PHOTO
Bill Reagan poses with Stephanie Landrum, CEO of Alexandria 
Economic Development Partnership, and Emily McMahan of Capitol 
Post at a Capitol Post Transition event.
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Valentine’s Day
Dinner for Two

(Just $66.99 per couple!)

Two Heart-Shaped Pastries
• Raspberry Marquis • 

• Petit Four (Lemon Poppy Seed) •
• Chocolate Ganache • 

(Truffle with Raspberry Glaze) 
 • Raspberry White Chocolate •

3690 H & I King Street, Alexandria, VA 22302 
703-578-4144 | catering@alexandriapastry.com

Also on offer: Heart shaped cookies and cakes, petit 
four, truffles, triple dipped strawberries, gift baskets 

and XOXO cookies.
*** All orders must be placed by 2:00 pm on Tuesday, 

February 11, 2020. Orders can be picked up on  
Valentine’s Day from 10:00 am to 4:30 pm.
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decisions and do things dras-
tically different, and it took 
a lot of ingenuity on every-
one’s part,” Reagan said. 
“When we look back on this, 
for as challenging as these 
two plus years have been, I 
think we have really risen to 
the occasion, and I think we 
deserve to feel a great deal 
of satisfaction in how well 
we’ve managed really unpre-
dictable circumstances.”

Reagan pointed out that 
city government, both be-
fore and during the pandem-
ic, works very closely with all 
local economic development 
programs. This close-knit 
communication and will-
ingness to adapt as the city 
evolves – exemplified by 
council’s decision to make the 
100 block of King Street into a 
pedestrian only zone – is a dis-
tinctive quality that separates 
Alexandria from many other 
cities, according to Reagan.

“[The city] made those 
very big changes in policies 
and procedures on the fly, 
and it made a difference in 
our businesses being able to 
survive,” Reagan said.

One of the many aspects 
of small business that has 
kept Reagan so engrossed 
in the small business com-
munity over the years is 
its effect on both the city’s 
economy and its character. 
Reagan said that small busi-

nesses provide about half of 
the city’s growth receipts. He 
also expressed gratitude that 
Alexandria is a supportive 
community for businesses to 
come and grow. 

“When you think of Alex-
andria, you think of the small 
businesses. That’s what pro-
vides its charm and that’s 
what fits into its old historic 
spaces, so small businesses 
are really important in the 
city,” Reagan said.

Outside of the SBDC, the 
more than 30-year resident 
has recently been named an 
Alexandria Living Legend. 
He started business-council 
exchanges to connect small 
business leaders and council-
ors, visited entrepreneurial 
classes and connected Virginia 
Tech students to small busi-
nesses for school projects. 

Reagan also participated 
in the National Harbor Task 
Force, which was formed by 
the Chamber of Commerce 
and worked to attract city 
tourism with the opening of 
the Gaylord Resort and Con-
vention Center. 

Many thought the new 
center would negatively af-
fect the city’s visitors, so 
the task force was formed to 
leverage the development. 
Born from the task force were 
several additions such as the 
King Street trolley and the 
water taxi service, which still 
runs between National Har-
bor and Alexandria today. 

“The impression [was] 
that it was going to open up 
across the river and it was 
going to be a giant sucking 
sound for our economy here,” 
Reagan said. “ … National 
Harbor became a boon to Al-
exandria by virtue of the fact 
that we were old and historic 
and National Harbor is very 
modern and new, so people 
would say, ‘Let’s go over and 
see that.’”

The collaborative partner-
ships Reagan built with City 
Council and other economic 
development groups will be 
hard to leave behind, Rea-
gan said. He also emphasized 
that he will dearly miss his 
colleagues, staff and consul-
tants who provide expertise 
at the SBDC and the  small 
business owners, who he said 
“have been very inspirational 
to me.”

For Reagan, his future 
still involves some sort of 
community engagement us-
ing his expertise, though he 
said he hasn’t made concrete 
plans just yet. Higher up on 
his immediate priority list is 
visiting west coast national 
parks and spending time with 
loved ones. 

“I have a lot of experience 
in the different connections 
that are important for busi-
nesses to make in the com-
munity, and I want to be able 
to apply those where they 
can be helpful, but I have not 
figured out, at this stage in 

the game, exactly how I want 
to do that,” Reagan said. “I’m 
looking forward to just de-
ciding what I want to do and 
when and how I want to do 

it, and then I will bring all 
of those principles into play 
to figure out what happens 
next.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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COURTESY PHOTO
Mayor Justin Wilson and Bill Reagan make an annual visit to Alexandria City High School’s 
entrepreneurship class in 2020. 

When you think of 
Alexandria, you think of 

the small businesses. That’s 
what provides its charm 
and that’s what fits into its 
old historic spaces ...”

– Bill Reagan,
executive director of the Alexandria Small 

Business Development Center

 
Tickets on sale now!

Adult: $20-$85 Student: $15 Youth: $5

(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

FEB
Rachmaninov
Rhapsody

Saturday, Feb 12, 2022 ● 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Feb 13, 2022 ● 3:00 p.m.

Featuring:

Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini

George Walker’s Lyric for Strings

Sibelius’ epic tone poem, Finlandia

- Dark Glow
with Sara Daneshpour, piano

 2021-2022 Season



What’s next for Taylor Run?
Controversial project 
remains paused, as city 
evaluates local soil samples
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

The controversial Taylor Run 
stream restoration project is, for the 
moment, not part of the city’s pol-
lution reduction plans, according 
to a presentation made by city staff 
during Monday’s Environmental Pol-
icy Commission meeting.

At the meeting, Jesse Maines, 
stormwater division chief for the city, 
presented a breakdown of the city’s 
strategy for meeting its mandated 
pollutant reduction goals by 2028. Al-
exandria, like jurisdictions throughout 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed, are re-
quired by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to hit specific pollution 
reduction goals when it comes to how 
much phosphorus and nitrogen flows 
into the bay every year – and receive 
“credits” for doing so.
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The Taylor Run stream that runs through Chinquapin Park.
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The Taylor Run and Straw-
berry Run stream restorations 
were notably absent from the 
city’s calculations. Instead, 
the breakdown of the city’s 
credit sources presented to 
the EPC included current re-
ductions in addition to up-
coming major developments 
like Landmark Mall, city 
rights of way retrofits and 
significant reductions from 
AlexRenew, the city’s com-
bined sewer overflow project.

“As we’ve laid it out, we 
think we’ve got a pretty good 
path to 2028 with the strat-
egies that we have here,” 
Maines said.

The city is required to re-
duce nitrogen by 7,597 pounds 
per year and phosphorus by 
1,004 pounds per year. As of 
June 30, 2021, the city has 
reached about 70% of its nitro-
gen reduction goal and about 
74% of its phosphorus reduc-
tion goal, putting it ahead of 
its phase two mandated goal 
of achieving 35% of total re-
ductions by 2023.

Stream restoration is one 
method the city has used to 
achieve pollutant reduction 
credits, although these proj-
ects have proven controversial 
not only in Alexandria but in 
Arlington and Fairfax County. 

Specifically, Taylor Run and 
the proposed implementation 
of a natural channel design 
along a 1,900-foot section of 
the waterway has been at the 
center of the debate in the city. 
The project was announced in 
January 2020 with the stated 
purpose of both reducing the 
amount of pollutants flowing 
into the bay and repairing de-
graded city infrastructure. To 
fund the $4.5 million project, 
the city received a $2.25 mil-
lion matching grant from the 
Stormwater Local Assistance 
Fund.

Almost immediately, res-
idents started to raise alarm 
bells. Some expressed con-
cern about how the project 
would impact the surround-
ing environment, including 

the removal of 261 trees in 
the area – 61 of which are 
already dead. Others argued 
natural channel design, a 
stream restoration meth-
od that attempts to recreate 
the original conditions of a 
waterway, and the necessary 
in-fill of the method would 
completely eliminate wildlife 
in Taylor Run’s streambed.

“They’re really destructive 
[projects] and they basically 
replace an entire stream val-
ley with something different 
that’s totally artificial and ac-
tually doesn’t work,” Rod Sim-
mons, a natural resource man-
ager and ecologist who works 
for the city, said, speaking as 
a private citizen. “Apart from 
all that, you’ve just lost all the 
native biodiversity. You can’t 
ever get that back again.”

Community members, in-
cluding Simmons, argued that 
the levels of phosphorus and 
nitrogen in all three stream-
beds were overestimated. 
They claimed that given these 
projects have limited pollu-
tion reduction benefits in lo-
cal streams, the city should 
explore alternative, less dam-
aging methods of reaching its 
pollution reduction goals.

The crux of the issue 
comes down to the method of 
how localities have evaluated 
pollutant levels and deter-
mined the viability of stream 
restoration projects. For 
years, instead of being based 
on local samples of pollut-
ant levels, the determination 
was based on the Chesapeake 

Bay Program expert panel’s 
default metrics, which are 
drawn from samples taken in 
nutrient-rich farmland in ru-
ral Pennsylvania.

Most streams in Alexan-
dria and elsewhere in the 
area are small headwater 
streams. These waterways 
are generally less nutrient 
rich than legacy sediments 
in rural areas, which soak 
up nitrogen and phosphorus 
since they are surrounded by 
farm soils and animal waste. 
According to Simmons, com-
paring a soil sample in Alex-
andria and one in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania is like compar-
ing apples to oranges.

“It’s a bias toward a soil 
sample that’s going to give 
you much higher levels of 
nitrogen and phosphorus in 
the streambank soil sample,” 
Simmons said.

The Virginia Department 
of Environmental Quality 
recently recognized this and 
disallowed the use of the de-
fault metric and now requires 
localities to take in-stream 
soil sampling.

Simmons ended up collect-
ing his own local, in-stream 
soil that showed phosphorus 
and nitrogen levels were far 
lower than the city’s default 
metric-based estimates. 

Given the information from 
Simmons’ tests and other envi-
ronmental concerns, on March 
10, 2021, the EPC sent a letter 
to the city requesting that staff 
propose alternatives to stream 
restoration that would allow 

the city to achieve its pollution 
reduction obligations. With 
concern flooding in from the 
community, on April 27, 2021, 
council paused the projects 

on Taylor Run and Strawberry 
Run while allowing Lucky Run 
to move forward. As part of its 
instructions to city staff, coun-
cil instructed them to take lo-
cal samples and then launch a 
mediation process that would 
facilitate discussion between 
staff, the EPC and community 
about alternatives.

In a Dec. 28, 2021 memo, 
now retired City Manager 
Mark Jinks released the re-
sults of the city’s own sam-
pling, which revealed signifi-
cantly lower pollutant levels 
and, as a result, much higher 
price tags for the projects.

Based on the default ex-
pert panel metric, the city 
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A breakdown of the city’s total required pollution reduction credits as well as current and potential credit 
sources. Taylor Run and Strawberry Run are notably absent.
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had estimated the Taylor Run 
project would reduce phos-
phorus by 291.2 pounds per 
year and nitrogen by 623.3 
pounds per year. Instead, 
based on local samples, the 
project would only reduce 
total phosphorus by 89.9 
pounds per year and nitrogen 
by 126.4 pounds per year. Ac-
cording to the city, the cost 
of the project would increase 
more than threefold from 
$15,000 per pound of pollut-
ants to $50,000 per pound.

The other two streams 
have similarly low pollutant 
levels and price increases. 
The Strawberry Run project 
would increase from $5,000 
per pound of pollutant re-

moved to $20,000 per pound, 
while Lucky Run would result 
in the greatest cost increase, 
jumping from $7,000 per 
pound to $72,000 per pound.

Independent of Simmons 
and the city, a group of North 
Ridge Citizens Association 
members also performed its 
own testing effort between 
March and November 2021. 
The North Ridge Project aimed 
to measure pollutant levels in 
the water of Taylor Run, not 
the soil. Members of the proj-
ect, who brought professional 
experience in water monitor-
ing, water quality and various 
scientific fields, underwent 
training and became state-cer-
tified to collect samples. They 
also received a VDEQ grant to 
test for pollutant levels.

“What it turned out was 
that the phosphorus levels 
at the top [of Taylor Run] 
were higher than down be-
low,” Russell Bailey, a mem-
ber of the NRCA team that 
conducted the testing, said. 
“Phosphorus wasn’t being 
generated by the stream; it 
seemed to be reduced along 
the length of the stream.”

As part of the mediation 
process that council request-
ed, Maines said city staff will 
work with the EPC and com-
munity to find consensus on 
alternatives to addressing 
the needs of each streambed. 
However, he emphasized that 
even given the increased per 
pound pollutant cost, stream 
restoration has more cost 
benefits worth considering.

“It’s actually still more 
cost beneficial than the ret-
rofits on city property or the 
retrofits in the right of way 
or some of those other strat-
egies,” Maines said in an in-
terview. “Strictly from a cost 
per pound of pollutant, I do 
understand that using those 
numbers you get less, but … 
the stabilization of the stream 
and the stabilization of the 
infrastructure is not really 
quantified in those numbers.”

Maines did not specify 
how much the infrastructure 
projects would cost indepen-

dent of stream restoration 
work and maintained that 
regardless of what approach 
the city takes with Taylor 
Run and Strawberry Run, 
there is infrastructure work 
that needs to be done.

“The discussion about 
Strawberry and Taylor Run is 
beyond credits,” Maines said 
during the meeting on Mon-
day. “We know we have some 
critical infrastructure. We 
know that that’s there, and if 
we don’t do something that’s 
a little better than the tempo-
rary fix, we could have some 
raw sewage in Taylor Run.”

What that work will look 
like will be determined during 
the mediation process, which 
will bring together the city, 
EPC and community to dis-
cuss alternatives to stream 
and infrastructure stabili-
zation, the best way to meet 
the city’s pollution reduction 
goals and how to achieve 
those in a cost-effective way.

“Can we come to a con-
sensus on alternative meth-
ods to stabilize the stream 
banks and critical sewer infra-
structure on those projects?” 
Maines said. “We do believe 
something needs to be done. 
What’s the best way to do 
that? Working with them, we 
hope to come to a consensus 
on what that looks like.”

To varying degrees, the 
city is already exploring 
some of these alternatives, 
including tree plantings, re-
development projects and 
a nutrient trading market-
place. The latter allows local-
ities to spend local money on 
improvements made in other 
parts of the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed in exchange for 
nutrient reduction credits.

It has been far from a 
straight path to this point, 
but for the first time in a long 
time, residents and activists 
are hopeful about the future 
of Taylor Run and other lo-
cal waterways. Simmons said 
that the debate over these 
projects in Alexandria could 
set a precedent in the region.

“In the whole Chesa-
peake Bay program network, 
we’re the only jurisdiction 
that’s got this debate going 
on and it’s actually helped 
steer policy at a really major 
level, all the way through [V]
DEQ and back up through the 
program,” Simmons said. “… 
We’ve got a lot of positives 
here, and we have a chance to 
get it right. That’s probably 
the rarest thing that might 
be the case. That’s a special 
place to find oneself in and 
to have a chance to get this 
right and do some good.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Fallen trees in the Taylor Run stream. According to the city, erosion along the banks of the streams, 
which results in trees falling, is one reason for the stream restoration. 



City Council approves Old Town luxury hotel 
Controversial projects 
sparks concern from 
labor activists
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON 

City Council approved 
partially financing a lux-
ury hotel at 699 Prince St. 
during its Saturday public 
hearing, to the dismay of 
some community members. 

A total of $16.3 million 
in public funds will go to-
ward the project, with a 
$10.2 million federal and 
state tax credit, called “net 
historic tax credit pro-
ceeds,” and $6.1 million in 
gap financing, half of which 
will come from state and 
half from local portions of 
Virginia sales and site-gen-
erated taxes. A grant from 
the City of Alexandria and 
the Alexandria Economic 
Development Partnership 
will provide $250,000 to the 
developer. The proposed 
hotel costs $69.6 million in 
total, according to the city 
staff report. 

The project appeared 
before council as part of a 
tourism development plan 
created in conjunction with 
the Virginia Tourism Devel-
opment Financing Program. 
According to a presentation 
by Alexandria Economic De-
velopment Partnership CEO 
Stephanie Landrum, the 
city had been working with 
the developer on the proj-
ect and underwent Board 
of Architecture review and 
partial demolition in 2019, 
but when the pandemic hit 
it became difficult to secure 
funding and find a path for-
ward for the project. 

However, many labor 
activists and community 
members showed up to the 
meeting to oppose the proj-
ect, claiming that the city’s 
funds could be better di-
rected elsewhere. 

Virginia Diamond, a la-
bor lawyer and president of 
the Northern Virginia Labor 

Federation, expressed con-
cerns about the project’s 
impact on labor protections 
for employees.

“There will be labor bro-
kers, there will be misclas-
sification and the only way 
to avoid that is to have real 
labor standards, prevailing 
wages, which are simply 
market wages to prevent 
low-road labor brokers from 
getting onto the scene. 
That’s something that re-
ally hurts the immigrant 
workforce in Alexandria,” 
Diamond said. 

She and other labor ac-
tivists, many from United 
Here Local 25, also argued 
that the hotel in question 
should be a union hotel. 

“These people who are 
hotel union members here, 
they have good jobs, they 
have good union full-time 
jobs. They have middle 
class wages, they have free 
healthcare, they have re-
tirement plans, and, most 
importantly, they have a 
seat at the table. They have 
a voice on the job, they have 
a contract that gives them 
due process, and this hotel 
should be a union hotel or 
at least the workers should 
be able to freely choose 
that,” Diamond added. 

Berole Bekele, an Alex-
andria resident and com-
munity organizer with Afri-
can Communities Together, 
criticized the proposed ho-
tel’s aim to create 19 full-
time jobs and 92.5 part-time 
jobs. According to the staff 
report, the projected annual 
staff hours number 231,920 
and the projected annual 
salary expenditures equate 
to $5,118,682. 

“[This is] making it hard-
er to find a place to live for 
working class immigrants,” 
Bekele said. “For me, this 
is really degrading to our 
community and it’s like a 
slap in the face.”

During deliberation, 

council grappled with the 
notion that on one hand, 
the project would pro-
mote tourism and eco-
nomic growth and on the 
other hand, labor activists 
brought forward genuine 
concerns. 

Vice Mayor Amy Jackson 
noted that the city push is 
currently about COVID-19 
recovery, with which this 
hotel would assist. 

“[For] our city recovery, 
having it booming again, this 
would be a gem, but the flip 
side is I also want to protect 
the workers. I want to make 
sure everything is A-OK for 
the residents and I don’t 
want our city on the line for 
everything,” Jackson said. 

Landrum pointed out 
that the city is already in-
vested in the project and 
that it’s already fairly far 
along in the process; thus, 
any significant changes 
must be directed toward 
future projects rather than 
one that is currently in 
progress. 

However, council did 
make some smaller addi-
tions to the project, secur-
ing anti-wage theft provi-
sions during construction, 
ensuring equal employ-
ment opportunity hiring 
provisions during and after 
construction, prioritizing 
hiring Alexandria residents 
and establishing a labor 
management relationship.

Councilor Canek Aguirre 
also proposed an amend-
ment requiring the entity to 
allow space for a potential 
union-organizing effort on 
the site, which Jackson sec-
onded. 

Chapman expressed ap-
preciation for the labor 
activists and conversation 
around workers’ rights, urg-
ing that more of them must 
happen in the future with 
AEDP, Visit Alexandria and 
other taxpayer groups. But 
he also highlighted the im-

portance of the revenue 
boost the project would 
bring to the city. 

“[My colleagues] have 
seen what we’ve had to do in 
terms of dealing with oth-
er partners – whether it’s 
Metro, whether it’s ACPS – 
that’s going to bring a big-
ger bill to our door. We’re 
going to have to figure out 
how to fund it,” Chapman 
said. “So finding little op-
portunities like this where 
we’re leveraging some of 
our new income and tax 
money and state tax money 
I think is a win.”

Councilor Kirk McPike 
called the early discus-
sion of the project, which 
first took place on Jan. 11, 
“frustrating” because it was 
about financing concerns 
that he claimed did not re-
flect the reality of the ex-
isting project. McPike said 
the project could have been 
a “slam dunk” had it better 

addressed the labor con-
cerns brought forth on Jan. 
11. 

McPike went on to say 
that as the city tackles fu-
ture equity issues, including 
the ongoing debate regard-
ing pay for unionized first 
responders and potential 
unionization of other city 
staff with the legalization 
of collective bargaining, ac-
cruing resources will be im-
perative for council. 

“This is a half step, and 
I hope that the next proj-
ect that we look at in this 
area is a full step forward 
in terms of where we want 
to be with our labor rights,” 
McPike said. 

Chapman made a motion 
to approve the project, with 
Jackson seconding. Council 
approved the project 4-3, 
with councilors McPike, Al-
yia Gaskins and Sarah Bag-
ley dissenting. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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SOLD  |  $1,650,000
204 N Royal St, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $1,600,000
1095 Old Cedar Rd, McLean, VA

SOLD  |  $1,400,000
833 S Fairfax St, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $1,260,000
106 E Maple St, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $1,150,000
801 Wolfe St, Alexandria, VA

©2021 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

  2021 Significant Sales

NANCY PERKINS
nperkins@ttrsir.com
 m +1 703 402 5599

Watch My Film: NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

Alexandria Brokerage 
400 South Washington Street

SOLD  |  $955,000
6032 Fort Hunt Rd, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $915,000
20767 Steamside Pl, Ashburn, VA

SOLD  |  $815,000
923 Oronoco St, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $791,000
1104 Colonial Ave, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $505,000
520 John Carlyle St #402, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $500,000
3347 S Wakefield St #B1, Arlington, VA

SOLD  |  $462,000
6300 Gentele Ct, Alexandria, VA

SOLD  |  $280,000
1802 W Abingdon Dr #202, Alexandria, VA

LEASED  |  $6,500
207 S Lee St, Alexandria, VA

LEASED  |  $3,300
3 W Luray Ave, Alexandria, VA

Wishing you a joyful holiday season!

As 2021 comes to a close and I reflect on this past year, 
I feel so grateful for the support of my clients, colleagues, 
and partners who helped make this year such a success.  
I am honored to have the opportunity to serve such an 
amazing cadre of clients, who inspire, humor, and impress 
me every day.  Thank you!
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CLOSE HOMETO

Once upon a time in Rosemont
Resident celebrates fairy 
tale appeal of 1930s Sears 
kit home
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Sometimes fairy tales are real. 
When Mary Jane Candaux first 

saw the Rosemont house she would 
move into in 2009, she was charmed 
by the style of the 1930s Sears kit 
house. Known as the Mitchell, this 
kit house was designed to capitalize 
on the popular English cottage style 
that was prevalent during the 1920s 
and 30s. With the steep, pitched roof, 
double-hung windows, prominent 
gables, stone chimney and bloom-
ing cherry tree in the front yard, 
the house looked like a cozy abode 
straight out of a Disney cartoon.

“When little kids come here for 
Halloween, I’ve had kids tell me, ‘It’s 
like a fairy tale house,’” Candaux said.

Candaux, a lawyer for the U.S. De-
partment of Justice, has lived on West 
Oak Street in Rosemont for 12 years 
and, unlike many homeowners, has 
changed very little about her home. 
An ad for Sears’ Mitchell model kit 
house from the 30s showcases a floor 
plan for the plan and proudly adver-
tises the home as “five rooms and 
bath.”

“Obviously, we don’t sell homes 
like that now, but that’s exactly what 
it is: living room, dining room, kitch-
en, bedrooms, plus a bath,” Candaux 
said.

Very little has changed.
“What you see in that ad is exact-

ly the layout of the house,” Candaux 
said.

Candaux is proud of her home’s 
history and what it represents about 
Alexandria. Much like for Candaux, 
the kit homes of the early 20th cen-
tury represented a fairy tale dream 

for homeowners who wanted to build 
a home in growing communities and 
suburbs.

“You find Sears kit houses in com-
munities where there’s a rail station 
or a rail link. There used to be a rail 
line that came up into Rosemont,” 
Candaux said. “It actually ended right 
at Rosemont Street, so you kind of 
came up from where the Amtrak sta-
tion is now.”

Once a customer selected and pur-
chased a kit house, Sears would ship 
it to the new property in pieces and 
the new homeowner would piece it 
together, like a Lincoln Log set.

Candaux said she has retained the 
layout and structure of her two-bed-
room, two-bath, 1,200-square foot 
home. For Candaux, who lives alone 
with her two dogs, Rosy, an elderly 
golden retriever, and Hugo, a recent-
ly rescued cocker spaniel, what may 
seem small to some is suitably cozy. 

Everything is conveniently locat-
ed on the main floor. The front door 
opens to a small vestibule that leads, 
in turn, to the living room, dining 
room and kitchen with two bedrooms 
and a bathroom located off of the liv-
ing room via a small hallway. 

Outside is a screened-in back 
porch that overlooks a well-main-
tained yard and garden with a patio 
and stone walkways.

“I enjoy spending the time out 
here gardening and just little by little 
adding things. … I ended up spending 
a lot of time gardening [during the 
pandemic],” Candaux said.

Candaux has also retained sever-
al of her home’s more retro features, 
including a shelf in the side hallway 
that was originally designed to hold 
an old-fashioned landline telephone. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Mary Jane Candaux’s Rosemont home is a 1930s Sears kit house model known as the 
Mitchell. It was meant to evoke the English cottage style that was popular at the time.
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Candaux said she was drawn to the house because of its fairy tale charm.
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Complete with a rotary dial, a 
bulky black phone sits on the 
shelf, although it is inopera-
ble. 

At the front of the house, 
there is another notable fea-
ture, one that Candaux said 
she still enjoys using.

“There’s a mail slot in the 
front that’s a little slot on the 
front of the house. You put 
the mail in and then there’s 
a little door on the inside 
next to the front door that 
you open to get your mail,” 
Candaux said.

Although most mail is too 
large for the slot – Candaux 
installed a mailbox in front 
of the house to accommodate 
larger packages and catalogs 
– the mail slot is an interac-
tive feature that recalls a vi-
sion of Main Street living.

For all its period appro-
priate details, Candaux has 
made some changes to her 

home. She renovated the 
kitchen to remove the dated 
laminate counters, replaced 
the floors with fresh hard-
wood and redid the bath-
room, taking out a cast iron 
tub and replacing it with a 
glass shower.

“I tried to keep it so the 
look was still consistent with 
a 1930 house. I used subway 
tile and I used one of those 
sinks that has the metal 
legs,” Candaux said.

Her home also includes 
an unfinished full-height 
attic and finished basement 
that can serve as a guest bed-
room. At one point, Candaux 
had considered a more sig-
nificant change to the attic, 
one that would make it into 
another bedroom and add a 
permanent set of stairs that 
would replace the pull-down 
staircase. 

“In the end, I realized I 
just don’t need that space, 
and also it’s not cheap, so I 

just kind of rearranged the 
house to suit me a little bit 
better,” Candaux said. “In-
stead of having a guest room 
upstairs, I made that a craft 
room because that’s what I 
like to do.”

Candaux still works from 
home due to the pandemic, 
and since her living space is 
located almost entirely on 
one floor, her home feels like 
a lived-in space, one that is 
used and loved. Two bikes 
sit in the dining room next 
to a Peloton, reminders of 
Candaux’s love of biking, a 
passion that has taken her 
to Montana, Utah and New 
Mexico on week-long bike 
trips.

Arched entryways lead 
between rooms, and two 
arched bookcases built into 
the living room wall provide 
dimension and depth. Paint-
ings from local artists as well 
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A remnant of an earlier age, Candaux’s home still has a shelf for an 
old-fashioned landline phone.

Everyone knows M&M for , well ... 
appliances. Now we do cabinets! We 

brought one of Washington’s most 
talented and experienced designers to our 
team: Rory Callaghan. He brings decades 
of experience planning custom and luxury 

kitchens to M&M Appliance.

817 S. WASHINGTON ST.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314

(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please send all inquiries to 
roryc@mandmappliance.com

& CABINETS

Hand-built in  
Lancaster PA, we offer  

100% American wood custom 
cabinets at discount prices! We’ll 

do anything you can envision, 
or we’ll help you see what it 
will look like with 3D video 

walk arounds. Contemporary 
European styles. Traditional 

American framed construction. 
Whatever your taste,  

M & M has it.
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LANGLEY FARMS

1004 Dogue Hill Lane
McLean, VA

$8,295,000

Cynthia Steele Vance 
+1 703 408 1810

THE ORONOCO
 

601 N Fairfax Street #511
Alexandria, VA 

UNDER CONTRACT
$1,850,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

RIVER VIEW ESTATES
 
10913 Mariner Drive
Fort Washington, MD

$1,995,000

Sharon Wildberger
+1 703 597 0374

 CHÂTEAU DU SOLEIL

6431 Georgetown Pike
McLean, VA

$22,000,000  

Mark C. Lowham 
+1 703 966 6949

Daniel Heider 
+1 202 938 3685

GREAT FALLS

119 Clarks Run Road
Great Falls, VA

$3,990,000

Michael Rankin
+1 202 271 3344

CAPTAINS ROW

117 Prince Street 
Alexandria, VA  

$2,575,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

GEORGETOWN  

The Penthouse 
Residences at Ritz Carlton

Washington, DC  

$14,500,000

Mark C. Lowham 
+1 703 966 6949 
Matt McCormick 
+1 202 365 5883

WESLEY HEIGHTS

4400 Garfield Street NW
Washington, DC

$9,495,000

Russell Firestone 
+1 202 271 1701

POTOMAC

7200 Brookstone Court
Potomac, MD

$2,750,000

Jonathan Taylor
+1 202 276 3344

THE ORONOCO
 
601 N Fairfax Street #214
Alexandria, VA 

UNDER CONTRACT
$1,495,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

ABINGDON ROW

1023 N Royal Street #117
Alexandria, VA

UNDER CONTRACT
$1,100,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

Sharon Wildberger
+1 703 597 0374

PENTHOUSE CONDOMINIUM

4201 Cathedral Avenue NW #PH1215E
Washington, DC 
 
$5,999,999

Greg Gaddy 
+1 202 421 4734  
Carroll Dey 
+1 202 320 0441
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as from Candaux’s travels to 
St. Petersburg and Mexico 
cover the living room walls. 
The most notable painting 
is one that Candaux bought 
in Mexico, and it current-
ly hangs over a desk in the 
living room. She bought the 
painting from a Mexican 
artist who she thought was 
quoting her the price in pe-
sos.

“Turns out they were 
talking dollars, and it was 
$1,200 or something, but 
I didn’t realize until I had 
already gone to the artist’s 
studio to visit, and he was 
showing me what he was 
working on,” Candaux said. 
“… He was so kind. I said, ‘I 

can’t [pay] what it’s worth.’ 
He said, ‘Pay what you can 
afford.’ I ended up paying 
more than I have for any 
painting.”

Elsewhere in the living 
room, Candaux’s TV sits on 
top of two antique chests 
that belonged to her father, 
who served in World War II. 
Inside the lid of one chest 
is a set of instructions from 
the U.S. military spelling out 
how to pack most effective-
ly.

Over the last decade, 
Candaux has transformed a 
kit house into a cozy slice of 
Americana. But for Candaux, 
her home is not just a sin-
gle house but the close-knit 
community in which it sits. 
According to Candaux, her 

neighbors were quick to wel-
come her to West Oak Street 
with baked bread and kind 
words.

The neighborhood is 
full of dog owners, includ-
ing John Porter, the former 
principal of T.C. Williams 
High School, now renamed 
Alexandria City High School. 
Halloween is a communal 
celebration, as is the annu-
al neighborhood block party 
that takes place every fall. 
Neighbors file a permit with 
the city to close the street to 
traffic, set up grills and en-
joy the day.

“You feel like people look 
out for each other, and we’re 
happy to see each other. I like 
that,” Candaux said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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The primary living spaces are all on the first floor and flow seamless-
ly from one to the next through a series of arches.

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

Alexandrians looking 
for a waterfront escape will 
appreciate the value of this 
exceptional property just 20 
minutes away across Wood-
row Wilson Bridge. Enjoy 
sunsets and expansive Poto-
mac River views from this 
waterfront home only 15 

miles away from the nation’s 
capital. Boaters will love the 
deep-water, deck and boat 
lift.

Wide, expansive river 
vistas are viewable from 
nearly every room in this 
3,860-square foot home. The 
spacious great room with 

floor-to-ceiling windows, 
river views and deck access 
makes entertaining a crowd 
easy and fun. Alternatively, 
there is space to relax, sit back, 
breath and enjoy the view.

The gourmet kitchen 
with quartz counters, large 
island, stainless steel appli-

ances and breakfast area 
has direct access to the deck 
and hot tub. Two primary 
bedroom suites, two addi-
tional bedrooms and an 
optional recording studio/
office/bedroom allows room 
for everyone.

Outdoor features include 

a more than 120 0 -square 
foot deck, hot tub and 
private dock with boat lift. 
It is a quick boat ride to 
National Harbor, Old Town, 
The Wharf and Navy Yard. 
The deep channel makes a 
cruise to the Chesapeake 
Bay easy.

Left: River views are available from nearly every room.
Middle: Outside, the house includes a more than 1200-square foot deck with a hot tub and private dock.
Right: The house features modern design with high ceilings and an open floor plan.

Potomac River views with modern design

PHOTO/SEAN SHANAHAN PHOTOGRAPHY

Address: 10913 Mariner Drive, 
Fort Washington, Maryland 
20744
Neighborhood: River View 
Estates
Price: $1,995,000
Square footage: 3860
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 3.5
Year built: 1967
Contact:
Sharon Wildberger 
swildberger@ttrsir.com 
703-597-0374 

Run in Nov and Dec 2021 

We’re booking interior painting projects for Feb/Mar 2022! 
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and ask about our 

W i n t e r  D i s c o u n t!  
703-684-7702

ASK ABOUT 
OUR WINTER 

DISCOUNT! 



A homeowner’s peace of mind
Find the right insurance 
policy to cover any potential 
costs
BY BILL HOWARD

Imagine you return home from a 
trip to find a burst pipe on the second 
floor of your home, water cascading 
down the stairway and through the 
light fixtures.  Now is not the first 
time you should be reading your 
homeowners policy.  

A home is the greatest asset for most 
people, yet how carefully do you review 
the insurance policy protecting that 
asset?  There are significant coverage 
differences between insurance policies 
with numerous endorsements available 
to improve your protection.  At claim 
time, coverage matters. Here are a few 
coverages you should consider.

Replacement cost dwelling
Replacement cost is how much it 

would cost to rebuild your home as is, 
with the same level of detail and fin-
ishes. It considers costs at the time of a 
loss, such as materials, labor, architect 
and designer fees, lighting and custom 
design finishes. With labor shortages 
and skyrocketing construction materi-
al costs, is your current limit adequate?  

Some companies guarantee the 
replacement of your home regard-
less of the coverage limit. If you own 
a historic home, you will want to 
make sure your insurance company 
specializes in the replacement of the 
unique features of a historic home.

Replacement cost for person-
al property 

Make sure your belongings are 
covered for the amount it costs to re-
place them today, without deduction 
for depreciation, up to the limit you 
chose on your policy. 

Equipment breakdown 
Equipment breakdown coverage 

includes the breakdown of residen-
tial equipment that is permanently 

installed to service the home. This 
covers heating and cooling systems; 
appliances; water heaters; swimming 
pool equipment; well pumps; per-
manently installed generators and 
transfer switches and permanently 
installed home automation and secu-
rity systems. It also covers elevators, 
except for select components that 
may be underground. 

While equipment breakdown is 
not intended to cover “wear and tear” 
issues that occur on older equipment 
over time, it can provide coverage for 
“out of the blue,” sudden and acci-
dental breakdown.

Sewer and drain backup
Water is the number one cause of 

loss in the insurance industry. Home-
owners policies generally exclude 
damage resulting from water backing 
up through sewers and drains. Cover-
age is available by endorsement. 

Flood
Flooding is more than just a river 

overflowing the banks. Flood losses 
may also result from heavy rainstorms 
or broken water mains. Every property 
is in a flood zone, some more hazardous 

than others. Coverage is available as an 
endorsement to your homeowners poli-
cy or from a separate flood policy.

Earthquake
Earthquake coverage is excluded 

from all homeowners policies. Cov-
erage may be added by endorsement.  

Cyber liability 
Today, online crime is on the rise 

like never before. The simplest of ac-
tivities, like checking your email on 
your smartphone or letting your kids 
download the latest app on their tab-
lets, could expose you and your per-
sonal data. Cyber endorsements pro-
vide coverage for data restoration; 
identity theft resolution; forensic 
assistance; cyber extortion; cyber-
bullying; breach of privacy; cyber dis-
ruption and cyber financial loss. Who 
do you call in the event of a breach? 
Having this coverage can help. Not all 
companies offer cyber endorsements 
and coverage varies by company.

Valuable items coverage
Homeowners policies contain 

limitations on some classes of con-
tents unless items are scheduled on a 

valuable items policy. Most common 
limitations are for jewelry, furs, fire-
arms, stamp and coin collections and 
breakage of statuary or glassware. 
Although not subject to internal pol-
icy limits, you should also consider 
scheduling coverage for items such 
as wine collections, musical instru-
ments and antiques or collections of 
items with exceptional or one-of-a-
kind value. Scheduled items generally 
are not subject to a deductible.

Personal liability 
These days, just about anyone can be 

sued due to their actions. Whether it’s a 
guest injury at your home, a dog bite, an 
accident on the ski slopes or damage to 
a neighbor’s property, your homeowners 
policy can offer personal liability cover-
age for you and your family from lawsuits 
arising from third party liability claims.  

Coverage is not limited to your 
home and provides protection for in-
juries occurring away from your resi-
dence. Defense costs for a lawsuit are 
provided, even if the claim is ground-
less, false or fraudulent.

Personal injury liability
As stated above, your homeowners 

policy includes personal liability cov-
erage for claims resulting from bodily 
injury or property damage to others.  
An option is available to extend your 
liability coverage to include claims 
resulting from libel and slander.  

When it comes to protecting your 
greatest asset, an online search for the 
cheapest cost should not be your game 
plan. This is not a one size fits all pur-
chase. Find a knowledgeable agent to 
help develop an insurance program to 
fit your needs.  

Hopefully you will never have to 
use your insurance policy, but if you 
do, a broad insurance policy will be 
important. When was the last time 
you reviewed your policy? A coverage 
review could be well worth your time.

The writer is account execu-
tive at Clarke & Simpson.
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There are a variety of homeowners’ insurance  policies that will help protect your great-
est asset from flooding, earthquakes, theft or even equipment breakdown.



The art of TV installation
Home is where 
your TV is probably 
installed too high
BY RORY CALLAGHAN

We’ll be getting togeth-
er with people this week to 
watch pro football, and we’ll 
want to eat well while seat-
ed in front of the magic box. 
So, let’s prepare a menu that 
suits the occasion, and is 
easy on the cook. But first, 
let’s address TV mounting 
height for the best viewing 
experience.

Too many homes have TVs 
mounted above a fireplace. 
It’s convenient and seems 
logical until you think about 
it in terms of comfort level. 

I always feel like I’m sit-
ting in the front row of a the-
ater when a TV is that high. I 
tilt my head back, and if I’m 
lucky, the sofa back is there 
to support it. This height 
would be fine for stand-up 
viewing in a party situation, 
which might be the case on 
game day, but we’re usually 
seated when we’re watching 
TV. 

There’s nothing you can 
do to fix this in time for 
the games, whether NFL or 
Olympic. But you can plan 
ahead for baseball and en-
sure that watching movies, 
playing video games or en-
joying summer on the sofa 
are all comfortable experi-
ences. Everything on TV is 
better when the screen is at 
the right height. 

For the best viewing an-
gle and height, when seat-
ed, the center of the screen 
should be at eye level. That 
seems really low, but it’s 
right.

Consider a place in your 
home where you can install 
the TV built into cabinetry, 
which houses it and any 
components practically and 
elegantly. It can be sleek 

and let the star be the wall 
of wood itself. Or it can be a 
complex of multiple cubbies 
for artwork, trophies and 
family mementos. Whatever 
your style, make it right for 
you.

You’ll need a component 
remote control system that 
operates on radio frequen-
cy. This way you don’t need 
sight-line access to change 
channels. Roku works like 
that. Put all your compo-
nents on one RF controller, 
and you can conceal them. 
Account for heat and pro-
vide ventilation either pas-
sively or with powered fans, 
as need demands.  

Pictured here is a proj-
ect on which the client had 
asked for a decorative way 
to store audio/video equip-
ment and display a large TV. 
The room serves as an art 
gallery to visitors, but it’s 
also the family gathering 
area. 

Because it was big enough 

to steal a little space from it, 
I suggested false fronting out 
one entire wall so we could 
countersink the TV into a 9” 
deep niche. When the TV is 
on, it provides easy viewing. 
When it’s off it nearly disap-
pears into the wall, which is 
paneled in wood. 

We used African wenge, 
known also as ironwood 
because of its density and 
hardness. When you strike a 
2x4 of wenge with a hammer 
it rings like a bell, not with 
a woody thunk. That’s how 
hard it is. It is naturally very 
dark, nearly black, and has 
a grain compatible with our 
other wood choice, quarter 
sawn white oak. The con-
trast is gorgeous. The cab-
inets are made to appear to 
float. 

The writer is kitchen planning 
director at M&M Appliance and 

Cabinets on South Washing-
ton Street. He can be reached 
at roryc@mandmappliance.

com or 301-537-3515.
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A well-installed TV should be centered at eye level when seated, 
which is on average about 42 inches off the ground.

Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

For the past 53 years, Senior Services of 
Alexandria (SSA) has been serving older adults 
in the City of Alexandria.  Its programs include: 

Meals on Wheels; Groceries to Go; Friendly 
Visitor Program; AniMeals; DOT Paratransit 

Transportation; and Education and Information 
programs including monthly webinars and the 

Senior Ambassador Program.   
 

If you would like to join the effort to enhance the 
lives of seniors in our community, please contact 

SSA at (703) 836-4414 or visit our website at  
www.seniorservicesalex.org.

"One of the best small charities in 
the Greater Washington region."

This Tony Award nominated musical, created by comedy legend Steve Martin and Grammy
winner Edie Brickell, is a sweeping tale of love and redemption set in the American South
during the 1920s and 1940s. This emotional story weaves two chapters in the life of literary
editor Alice Murphy and an ambitious young soldier just home from World War II. Their
connection helps discover a stunning secret with the power to transform their lives. This
original and hopeful musical, based on a true story, is propelled by a rousing country and
bluegrass score. Don’t miss it!

music, book and story by Steve Martin
and Edie Brickell
directed by Emily ‘EJ’ Jonas
LTA’s �rst musical in two years!
LTA follows all CDC and AHD recommended
COVID protocols.

January 15 - February 5, 2022



TimesLivinq
What we know about COVID-19
Get up to date on 
masking, vaccine  
and testing guidelines
BY DR. VIVEK SINHA

For the past two years 
the world has lived under 
the shadow of the COVID-19 
pandemic. When the pan-
demic started, there were 
many uncertainties that we 
had to face. How is it spread? 
How can we prevent it? Will 
we ever have any effective 
treatments? Will we ever 
have a vaccine against it? 

While we still have much 
more to learn and still have 
far to go, we have made sig-
nificant strides in under-
standing, preventing and 
treating COVID-19.  Here’s 
what we do know.

Do masks work in 
helping to spread 
COVID-19?

Yes. Masks absolutely help 
reduce the transmission of 
COVID-19 and decrease your 
chance of catching and/or 
spreading the virus.  In the 
very beginning of the pan-
demic, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention had 
some variable guidance on 
mask wearing for the general 
public, however since then we 
have learned that masks can 
be directly correlated to de-

creased infection rates.  
One question we are often 

asked is: What kind of mask is 
the best? The answer is that it 
depends on the situation. As 
we have learned more about 
the virus, the guidelines 
around masking have evolved. 
In talking about masks with 
my patients, I often catego-
rize masks into three types: 
reusable non-medical masks, 
disposable medical masks and 
respirator/tight fitting medi-
cal masks.  

When it comes to reusable 
non-medical masks, now that 

the supply of medical grade 
masks has improved, many 
experts are advising that the 
general public should consider 
not utilizing cloth masks for 
day-to-day use. This recom-
mendation was reinforced by 
the appearance of highly in-
fectious variants of COVID-19. 
The CDC does advise that if 
someone is wearing a cloth 
mask, they should pick one 
that has a proper fit over the 
mouth, nose and chin and has 
multiple layers of tightly wo-
ven, breathable fabric and a 
nose wire to assist with fit. 

Disposable medical masks 
have become widely avail-
able and are often referred 
to as surgical masks. They 
often are composed of three 
layers of material with a fil-
tration layer sandwiched in 
the middle. The World Health 
Organization strongly rec-
ommends that anyone who 
is at a higher risk of becom-
ing seriously ill or dying from 
COVID-19 wears these types 
of masks rather than utiliz-
ing a reusable non-medical 
mask. Another very viable 
option that I often discuss 

with patients is to wear a dis-
posable medical mask with a 
reusable non-medical cloth 
mask on top. This often will 
allow a better tight-fitting 
seal around the mask.  

Respirators/tight-fitting 
masks, such as N95s and 
KN95s, are often used by 
health care workers while pro-
viding direct patient care. The 
CDC advises that the general 
public may opt to wear these 
types of masks if they are car-
ing for someone who is sick 
with COVID-19, not up to date 
on their vaccines or riding on 
public transportation. The 
CDC also states that people 
who are at higher risk of se-
vere illness or have underly-
ing medical conditions should 
consider wearing a respirator 
or tighter fitting mask.

The biggest factor to think 
about when wearing this type 
of mask is to find a mask that 
fits you well. A tight seal is 
imperative for these masks to 
work properly. A well-fitting 
mask like this should filter 
out 95% of particles.

When do I need to test 
for COVID-19? What type 
of test should I get? 

There are two main types 
of COVID-19 swabs tests that 
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and World Health Organization both recommend the use of 
either dis-posable medical masks or respirators/tight-fitting masks when it comes to day-to-day use of masks.
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“Scream” slays with style, wit and plenty of blood
BY RICHARD ROEPER

As evidenced by such re-
cent films as “Halloween Kills,” 
“Ghostbusters: Afterlife” and 
“The Matrix Resurrections,” it 
can be a tricky thing to stage a 
reunion of beloved characters 
from a franchise that debuted 
long ago. So, we hoped for the 
best but feared for mediocrity 
when it was announced that 
the first “Scream” film in a de-
cade would feature the return 
of the original Ghostface Bust-
ers: Neve Campbell’s Sidney 
Prescott, Courteney Cox’s Gale 
Weathers and David Arquette’s 
Dwight “Dewey” Riley.

Would they be awkwardly 
shoehorned into a next-gen-
eration story, a la “Ghost-
busters: Afterlife?” Would 
they be front and center in 
a new tale that undercut the 
impact of the original films, 
as was the case with “The 
Matrix Resurrections?”

Good news: Pitfalls avoid-
ed. Thanks to the razor-sharp 
screenplay by James Vander-
bilt and Guy Busick, the styl-

ish, Wes Craven-influenced 
direction by Matt Bettinel-
li-Olpin and Tyler Gillett and 
the ease with which Campbell, 
Cox and Arquette return to 
their roles, the new “Scream” 
stabs and jabs at our memo-
ries of the original and creates 
some bloody fresh twists of 

its own. The franchise springs 
back to life – and death – by 
bringing back Sidney, Gale and 
Dewey in a clever and organ-
ic way, while also introducing 
some terrific new characters 
and always keeping us in the 
loop with a bounty of funny 
and knowing references to the 

“Scream” movies.
As if there could possibly 

be another option, our story 
opens in classic, time-hon-
ored “Scream” fashion with 
Jenna Ortega’s high schooler 
Tara Carpenter answering the 
phone while simultaneously 
texting with her best friend, 
Amber (Mikey Madison). The 
mechanized voice on the 
other end of line sounds ex-
actly like the voice of the no-
torious killer Ghostface – and 
subsequent copycats – and 
Tara goes from slightly irri-
tated to deeply annoyed to 
absolutely terrified because 
that’s how it always goes. 
Like Drew Barrymore’s Casey 
back in 1996, it appears as if 
Tara isn’t going to make it to 
the opening titles, but Tara’s 
a fighter and she winds up in 
the hospital, clinging to life. 

Soon after, we meet a new 
generation of teenagers liv-
ing in the outwardly charm-
ing but deeply haunted town 
of Woodsboro, California. 
In addition to Tara and her 
overly protective BFF Amber, 
there’s good girl Liv McKen-
zie (Sonia Ammar); nice guy 
Wes Hicks (Dylan Minnette), 
whose mother is Sheriff 
Judy Hicks (Marley Shel-

ton), a returning face from 
“Scream 4,” and the twins, 
Chad Meeks-Martin (Mason 
Gooding), an amiable jock 
and Liv’s boyfriend, and Min-
dy Meeks-Martin (Jasmin Sa-
voy Brown), who is obsessed 
with the “Stab” movies, the 
in-universe collection me-
ta-commentary horror films. 

Melissa Barrera (“In The 
Heights”) plays Tara’s es-
tranged older sister, Sam, 
who left town under myste-
rious circumstances but now 
returns with her boyfriend, 
Richie Kirsch (Jack Quaid). As 
the body count piles up and we 
learn about various characters’ 
connections to the past, Ar-
quette’s Dewey, Cox’s Gale and 
Campbell’s Sidney find them-
selves once again in Woods-
boro and once again in danger. 

Time and again, “Scream” 
has fun with horror film tropes: 
the hospital that essentially 
“closes” in the middle of the 
night, leaving an injured victim 
seemingly alone and possibly 
at the mercy of a killer who 
has returned to finish the job; 
the expectations that behind 
every door and in every mirror, 
we’re going to get a jump scare 
or certain characters saying 
they’re going to do what po-
tential victims in a horror mov-
ie never do – get in the car and 
get the hell out of town. 

We know not everyone in 
a “Scream” movie is going to 
make it out alive. We know 
we’re eventually going to learn 
the identity of the killer after 
at least a half-dozen suspects 
have been identified. We know 
Sidney, Gale and Dewey de-
serve some peace and quiet all 
these years later, but just when 
they’re out, Ghostface pulls 
them back in. It’s a genuine 
kick to see Campbell, Cox and 
Arquette return to the fran-
chise, and the young genera-
tion of actors now fleeing from 
Ghostface all turn in splendid, 
funny and smart performanc-
es. This is the best “Scream” 
since the first “Scream.”

20 | JANUARY 27, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

PHOTO/PARAMOUNT PICTURES AND SPYGLASS MEDIA
The infamous, iconic Ghostface is back in “Scream,” the latest film in the long-running meta-minded 
horror franchise.



TOURING PRODUCTION by Ella Dershowitz, edited by David Steinberg

Weekly Words
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ACROSS
1 Actress Elisabeth
5 Missions, for short
8 You may wave at one downtown
11 Bourbon barrels
16 Flower in many wedding 

bouquets
17 “Salt ___ Acid Heat” (Nosrat 

cookbook)
18 Goes boating
20 Animal in a crash, informally
21 Online party notice
22 *Cold, citrusy cocktails
25 *Muppets’ program
27 Water color in a watercolor
28 Text to a late guest
29 Folding craft
30 The word, so to speak
31 Like mackerel or salmon
33 Tax ID
34 Meal ___ (Home Chef delivery)
35 Spacious car
39 Like “mackerel” or “salmon,” 

at times
43 Forlorn
46 **Styling spots
48 French farewell
51 **DC journalist
54 Grammy Hall of Famer James
55 Animation technique in which 

movements are recorded, for 
short

56 “Grey’s Anatomy” actress 
Drew

57 Old photo tint
60 Solidify
61 Lines before your lines, say
62 Internet interruption
63 Chairside tricep exercise
65 Begin something, or a hint to 

an arrangement formed by 
each pair of starred clues’ 
answers

73 Sloth, but not opossum
74 Loathsome
75 Hunk of marble
77 Fire residue
80 “Bear” that’s not a bear
84 Age of Reason philosopher 

John
85 Commence
86 Spiced brew
88 ***How someone may “live” 

in your head
90 Nuisances
91 ***Move that Simone Biles 

is known for
94 Answered a 21-Across
97 ___ disease (gluten-related 

condition)
98 Its bone goes on a Seder 

plate
101 Before, to a bard
102 Carly ___ Jepsen
105 Put in an overhead bin
107 Finale
109 Rhyming descriptor for 

Obama

111 Things you may pay not to 
see

114 Name hidden in “reliever”
116 ****Splotches on an apron
118 ****Luxury retailer based in 

New York City
121 Nail care brand
122 Kid’s wheels
123 Very impressed
124 “Science Friday” network
125 High chair?
126	Like	an	art	film,	often
127 Inquire
128 “You bet!”
129 Beach trip reminders
DOWN
1 Cuts off
2 Kind of sauce in Peking duck
3 Remove a label from, on 

social media
4 Mascara and such
5 Like most company retreats
6 Combed line
7 Reason for a raincheck
8 Lacks the ability to
9 Assist
10 Be loose-lipped
11	 2021	film	inspired	by	the	

“101 Dalmatians” villain
12 Tuna type
13 Father horse
14 Make socks
15	 Renowned	right	fielder	Sam-

my

16 Colombian coins
18 Ominous words from a teach-

er
19 Isolate, in business-speak
23 No. 1 Olympian
24 One-liners
26 Qatari leader
32 Eggnog season
36 UPS alternative
37 Some batteries
38 Cat’s life count
40	 Begins	attracting	flies,	say
41 Poker buy-in
42 Exam with logic games
43 Wild animals
44	 They’re	comfier	than	heels
45 Bat mitzvah reading
47 Gym unit
48 Theater chain
49 Nickname that drops “las”
50 Slushy treat
52 “Othello” plotter
53 Howling pup’s mom
56 Seek damages
58 Date to beware
59 Meringue “ingredient”
62 “What bad news!”
64 Added to one’s online pres-

ence
66 ___Tok
67 Stench
68 More kind
69 Takes a hit?
70 Shade

71 “Tragically”
72 Pub projectile
76 “Butter” K-pop band
77 “Highway to Hell” rockers
78 Sneaker, say
79 Schlep
81 Dadaist Jean
82 Gifted garlands
83 Egyptian key of life
85 Internet quickness check
87 Avian mascot of the Harvard 

Lampoon
89 Drink popular in China
92 Library penalty
93 Reason for a meat recall
95 Cosmetic tooth coverings
96 Positives
99 Chutzpah
100 Joint often injured by runners
102 ___ d’etre
103 Prenatal procedures, for 

short
104 Stand for art
106 Hot spot connection
108 Actor Glover
110 Believer in Jah
111 Italian wine center
112 “Rats!”
113 Lose traction in the rain
115 Active stratovolcano
116 Rubberneck
117 Condo caretaker, casually
119 Hit the bunny slope
120 Possesses end

FRANKLIN J. FRUTH (83), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 
21, 2022
SHATEISHA J. GORDON (31), formerly of Alexandria, 
Jan. 8, 2022
WAYNE HARPER (71), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 22, 2022
TYREE D. JACKSON (30), of Alexandria, Jan. 18, 2022
ELEANOR G. KELLEY (84), of Alexandria, Jan. 20, 2022
BARBARA KRELL (93), of Alexandria, Jan. 6, 2022
RICKY MORROW (56), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 21, 2022
DONNA RAMSEY (80), of Alexandria, Jan. 8, 2022
ROY T. STARRY JR. (83), of Alexandria, Jan. 22, 2022

DEATH NOTICES
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Our View

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

COURTESY PHOTO. 
Recently retired Sheriff Dana Lawhorne and former T.C. Williams High School prin-
cipal John Porter examine broken zebra bumps along Commonwealth Avenue. 

Kudos to council’s  
stream restoration decision

Opinion
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A breath worth taking
Sometimes all we need to do is slow down and take a deep breath.
It’s not always easy, especially over the last two years of a glob-

al pandemic that has been alternately hectic and monotonous to the 
point where it’s been hard to catch a break. But the value of finding 
time to pull the brakes, take a breath and listen – to ourselves or others 
– should not be underestimated.

Much to their credit, Mayor Justin Wilson and City Council decided 
to do just that when they voted to pause both the Taylor Run and Straw-
berry Run stream restoration projects last April in order to gather more 
information, hear more voices and, ultimately, make the best decision 
for Alexandria and its environment.

The public and council’s own advisory group, the Environmental Policy 
Commission, had serious concerns about the impacts both projects, partic-
ularly Taylor Run, would have on the local environment, most of which are 
laid out in this week’s page 8 story, “What’s next for Taylor Run?” 

The most pressing issue cut to the core of the projects themselves. 
The stream restoration projects were supposed to do two things: reduce 
the amount of pollutants running from these streams into the Chesa-
peake Bay and restore city infrastructure. As residents began to collect 
their own soil samples, which revealed incredibly low pollutant levels, the 
effectiveness of these projects seemed questionable, at best.

Faced with opposition from the EPC and the community, in April 
2021, the mayor and council decided to take a breath. Council took the 
opportunity to listen to these concerns and pause both projects, while 
opting to move forward with a stream restoration project in Lucky Run. 

In the entire D.C. metropolitan area, Alexandria’s local leaders are the 
only ones that have taken this step. Stream restoration projects in Arlington 
and Fairfax County have also faced pushback from their respective commu-
nities, but those projects have moved forward full steam ahead. It would have 
been easy to go with the status quo, but instead Mayor Justin Wilson and 
council decided to listen and follow the science, wherever it lead them.

Not only did they listen, but they also decided to dig deeper into the 
issue and instructed staff to take local soil samples. Much like the tests 
performed by residents, the results of the city’s tests revealed much 
lower phosphorus and nitrogen levels than the city originally estimated 
– and much higher price tags for those projects. 

It seems like those factors are already forcing the city to reconsider 
its approach. Taylor Run and Strawberry Run, two projects that the city 
presented as being necessary to hitting its pollutant reduction obliga-
tions by 2028, were conspicuously absent from the city’s presentation 
of its pollutant reduction plans on Monday. 

These projects aren’t entirely off the table. Council could always 
vote to move forward with them even with all the local data that now 
indicates how costly and ineffective these projects would be. But it’s 
worth commending the city for shelving these projects, at least for now, 
as they look for more effective pollutant reduction methods. 

Regardless of how this shakes out locally, council’s decision could 
have much more significant impacts throughout the region. Prior to 
Alexandria taking local soil samples last summer, there were no juris-
dictions in the Chesapeake Bay watershed that had taken that step. As 
Rod Simmons, a natural resource manager with the city, points out in 
this week’s story, the results of those tests – and the debate in Alexan-
dria – could provoke radical change in how jurisdictions and the state 
approach these kinds of projects in the future.

All of that came from a single breath. Patience might be a virtue, but 
slowing down and listening is a gift.

To the editor:
For the moment, Alexandria has 

dropped its plans to reconstruct two local 
waterways – Taylor Run along King Street 
and Strawberry Run along Fort Williams 
Parkway – as part of its strategy to meet 
its Chesapeake Bay pollution reduction 
goals and has found other ways to reach 
these goals. This is good news, both for 
the Chesapeake Bay and for Alexandria’s 
natural environment.

It’s good news for the bay because soil 
samples from the banks of Taylor Run 
and Strawberry Run show far lower lev-
els of pollutants – phosphorus and nitro-
gen – than the city had estimated when 
it proposed the projects, and thus there 
are better ways to reduce pollution flows 
into the bay. It’s good news for the city’s 
natural environment because now hun-
dreds of trees will not be cut down and 

a unique and rich wetland next to Taylor 
Run will not be endangered. 

Kudos are in order for Mayor Justin 
Wilson and City Council for keeping an 
open mind and accepting input from con-
cerned and informed citizens. Last April, 
at the urging of the Environmental Policy 
Commission and members of the com-
munity, council directed city staff to test 
the phosphorus and nitrogen levels in the 
stream banks and look for alternatives to 
stream reconstruction. The city took the 
soil samples, realized the banks had low 
pollutant levels and found other and bet-
ter ways to meet its Chesapeake Bay goals.  

The city’s decision not to include the 
Taylor Run and Strawberry Run recon-
struction projects in its current pollution 
reduction credit plans is fact-based and 
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The greatest game
The game of golf is a cult. How else 

would you explain the photo in the lo-
cal newspaper of my dad and his bud-
dies playing in 25-degree weather? They 
played for dimes and quarters, but the bi-
annual Ryder Cup matches have nothing 
on them in terms of competitiveness. 

My wife used to call my golf buddies 
the “golf boyfriends.” It’s true that there’s 
a lot of bonding that goes on during golf 
trips. When a man returns from three or 
four days of golfing, his wife 
will always want to know what 
you talked about. If you’re 
honest, the answer is … “golf.” 
As in, “Nice shot.” “Was that 
a 4-iron there?” “What’d you 
shoot on number six?”

But you have to say some-
thing, so you search your brain 
and come up with some lame 
story that is not directly relat-
ed to golf. That may not seem 
difficult, but it’s akin to ex-
plaining E=MC2.

On one trip, which I was hosting at my 
place on the Northern Neck, our friend 
Grady – incongruously – decided to bake 
a cake. This was weird. Usually, after a day 
on the course, all you want is a shower 
and several cocktails. But Grady baked his 
cake, though I don’t remember anyone 
eating it.

When I got home, my wife asked the 
usual question, “What did you do besides 
play golf?” This time I was ready. “Grady 
baked a cake.” It was so effective in star-
tling her away from more questions, that 
I emailed the boyfriends this ingenious 
solution, which they each used in their 
own interrogations.

Golf is a betting game, predicated on 
the handicap system, which, theoreti-
cally, renders a bad golfer the equal of a 
good golfer. Theoretically, and I stress the 
theoretical nature of this, I could play a 
match against Tiger Woods, and receiving 
enough shots from him, we could have a 
competitive round.

Handicaps are established by posting 
your scores, which the computer calcu-
lates and spits out a number which is your 
index, which, translated to the difficul-
ty, i.e. the rating and slope, of the course 
you’re playing, in turn translates to a 

handicap number. Simple, right? We have 
a guy, let’s call him John, who religiously 
tracks everyone’s handicap and presents a 
written memo on the first tee enumerat-
ing them all.

That enables the betting. A game will 
sound like this: “Playing a Nassau. Two-
down automatic press; one-down auto-
matic on nine and eighteen; turn-around 
bet after nine, losers get a new bet equal to 
half the number of holes they’re down af-

ter nine.” If you’re not careful, 
you could lose, say, $12. Don’t 
worry, only cultists understand 
this.

One year, we got to play 
the venerable St. Andrews in 
Scotland, the birthplace of 
golf. St. Andrews has three 
great holes: number one be-
cause, well, you’re at the great 
St. Andrews. Plus, the starter 
makes a big deal out of an-
nouncing your name. Number 

17 is the famous Road Hole, and number 
18 is great  because, well, you’re finishing 
up at St. Andrews. On 17, I hit my drive 
onto the roof of the hotel that borders 
the hole. “What do I do now?” My partner 
Charles, without missing a beat, drawled 
in his North Carolina accent, “Well, take 
the elevator to the ninth floor and hit it 
from there.”

My favorite golf story was about Grady, 
the cake baker. Number nine at Belle Hav-
en Country Club borders Fort Hunt Road. 
One day Grady hooked his drive onto the 
road and heard a crash. When he got to the 
green, a woman in the adjacent parking lot 
was waiting for him beside the smashed 
windshield of her Buick. She angrily con-
fronted him. “You cracked my windshield! 
What are you going to do about it?”

Grady regarded her thoughtfully for 
a moment, and simulating his golf grip, 
calmly replied, “Well, if I move my left 
hand over just a smidge, that ought to cure 
it.”

In memory of “golf boyfriends” Grady 
Frank and Buff MacDonald.

Rob Whittle is CEO of Williams 
Whittle Advertising and is the author of 

two historical novels, “Pointer’s War” 
and “Pointer and the Russian.”

ROB  
WHITTLE

School Board should take 
control of its budget

Bigger priorities than a hotel
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To the editor:
Last July and October, some 

ugly scenes unfolded in full 
public view between the pre-
vious School Board and previ-
ous City Council over funding 
school resource officers. “It’s in 
our budget, not yours,” one city 
councilor reminded the School 
Board’s representative as if to 
counter the presumption that 
school security was not the le-
gitimate province of the non-
partisan, elected School Board.

Parents, taxpayers, educators 
and even some on the dais were 
appalled by the tone of these ex-
changes. City Council decided that 
the schools need more counselors 
and psychologists, when staffing is 
the School Board’s determination.  

The School Board should 
never again be placed in the po-
sition its representatives were 
placed last year when City Coun-
cil overrode the School Board’s 

budget and substituted its own 
staffing priorities. To prevent a 
repeat, funding for all in-kind 
services city agencies provide 
for the schools, not only SROs, 
but groundskeeping and similar 
functions should be contained in 
the school budget from which it 
would be debited back to the city 
as the services are performed.

If the new City Council nixes 
funding SROs, the School Board 
would have funding in its bud-
get for the sheriff’s department 
to perform SRO functions or for 
special structures to house SROs 
adjacent to schools as one School 
Board member has suggested.

To achieve this, the new School 
Board needs to start planning 
to initiate staff contacts soon so 
there is enough time to ascertain 
the proper funding amounts to in-
clude in the school budget.  

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria

To the editor:
I was struck by your editori-

al’s spot-on view of the net neg-
atives for our city when the city 
has to help finance luxury devel-
opment of prime real estate.  The 
699 Prince St. project is one great 
example of giving money to de-
velopers who don’t need it.

699 Prince St. is prime real 
estate. There are lots of quality 
developers who would gladly take 
that site and construct a quality 
building that would be a huge fi-
nancial and city services payday 
for them and for the city.  As the 
Times says, there are other higher 
priorities for our money.

Before approving the gap fi-
nancing for the hotel on Saturday 
the city should have asked itself 
if it needs to pay this much for 
the luxury of development. Are 
the developers going to create a 
quality product?  What is the de-

veloper’s reputation?  Have they 
been good Alexandria citizens?  
Do they have other projects from 
which we can draw confidence or 
questions or concerns?  Do they 
have the required business licens-
es to operate in Virginia?  Do the 
individuals leading these firms 
have good records in Richmond 
and D.C.?  Does the financial 
math even make sense for any-
one other than the developers? 
Has the new city manager had the 
time and opportunity to under-
stand this situation?

As so many have said for so 
long, Alexandria’s reputation is 
pro-developer and pro-develop-
ment at any cost. This is a costly 
example, one a savvy developer 
determined to optimize and reap 
value would gladly take without 
the city’s money.

-John Skibinski,
Alexandria

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the  
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the  

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Poor Robert's Ruminations
with Rob Whittle
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Weekly Poll

This Week  
What is your favorite aspect of Alexandria’s small 
business community? 

Last Week  
What do you think of Alexandria schools Superintendent 
Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.’s decision to maintain the 
mask requirement, despite new Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s 
ban on mask mandates in public schools? A) The camaraderie it offers. 

B) The quality of products it offers. 
C) It creates job opportunities. 
D) All of the above.
D) I don’t have one.

71% I think localities should comply with all state 
mandates, even if they disagree. 
27% I think Hutchings was right to defy the mandate. 
2% I’m not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Alexandria’s first street light: part 2
Last week, we introduced 

the history of the first street-
lights in Alexandria. The in-
troduction of electricity to Al-
exandria was both longer and 
more complicated than what 
we described and ended with 
the city leaving the business 
of providing energy to its res-
idents in favor of privatizing 
the utility. The role of private 
business in the introduction 
of electricity in Alexandria did 
not confine itself to the end of 
the city’s brief run as an ener-
gy provider.

One of the first businesses 
to use electricity was the Port-
ner Brewing Company. Found-
er Robert Portner was not just 
a successful businessman but 
an inventor himself, who se-
cured a patent on an artificial 
refrigeration unit in 1878. In 
1886, he hired the Consolidat-
ed Light Company to install 
100 incandescent lights at his 
brewery.

Portner’s success sparked 
an interest in electric energy 
not only by Alexandria’s City 
Council but other business-
es. In 1888, the Edison Elec-
tric Company made an un-

successful bid for a contract 
to provide lighting to pub-
lic streets and government 
buildings. Instead, Alexandria 
opted to award a contract 
to the Schuyler Company to 
build an electric plant after 
seeing a similar plant operate 
in Hagerstown, Maryland in 
1889.

The Schuyler Company and 
the City of Alexandria signed a 
contract to build the plant at 

the City Gas Works, which was 
bounded by Princess, Fairfax, 
Royal and Oronoco streets. 
That block is now bisected by 
Euille Street.

Within a few months, the 
relationship between the city 
and the Schuyler Company 
deteriorated. The Alexandria 
Gazette noted:

“From the time the compa-
ny began its negotiations with 
the city, … the actions of its 

agents have not been such as 
to inspire confidence among 
the citizens …”

Following a series of de-
lays, Mayor Downham turned 
on the streetlights on Sept. 16, 
1889. But the issues between 
the Schuyler Company and 
the city continued. In Novem-
ber, the two parties argued 
about numerous equipment 
malfunctions and choosing 
a competent electrician. The 
second quarrel grew when E.S. 
Kirby, the supervising elec-
trician, suffered a concussion 
and facial burns in an accident 
on March 12, 1890.

Despite the contractu-
al disagreements, electric-
ity found growing demand 
among Alexandria’s business-
es. The city continued to oper-
ate the plant until the winter 
of 1905 and 1906. It then sold 
the plant to Edmund E. Man-
deville, who moved the util-
ity to the southeast corner of 
Union and Wolfe streets. The 
city was no longer in the elec-
tricity business.

Out of the Attic is provided by 
The Office of Historic Alexandria.
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PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA LOCAL HISTORY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY
Alexandria City Hall in 1890 with street lights in front of it.

the right one.  It’s also unique 
in the Washington metropol-
itan area, where other juris-
dictions have not been nearly 
as good at seriously consider-
ing comments from the pub-
lic questioning some of the 
assumptions that underlie 
stream reconstruction proj-

ects.
There may still need to be 

work done at Taylor Run and 
Strawberry Run to address 
some infrastructure needs.  
How that will occur will be 
subject to a mediation pro-
cess established by the city to 
consider views of city staff, the 
EPC and community represen-
tatives. But wholesale recon-

struction of those two streams 
appears to be off the table for 
now and should stay off the 
table. The city is still propos-
ing to reconstruct Lucky Run, 
and we expect that proposal 
to be subject to the mediation 
process as well.

The resolution of this hot-
ly-contested issue shows that 
city engagement with the 

community and advisory bod-
ies such as the EPC, ably led 
by Chair Kathie Hoekstra, can 
produce positive outcomes 
even on complex and contro-
versial matters.

Onward.
-Russ Bailey, Bill Gilles-

pie, Jeremy Flachs,
Carter Flemming, Rawles Jones,

Alexandria
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JANUARY 28

SNOWY TREES IN WATERCOL-
OR WORKSHOP High school 
students and adults are wel-
come to attend this demon-
stration and hands-on activity. 
Participants should have 
watercolor paints, watercolor 
paper, brushes, table salt, a 
straw, water, a paper towel, 
pencil and a piece of screen 
for splattering. Registered par-
ticipants will be sent the con-
nection information via email 
one day before the workshop. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
snowy-trees-in-watercolor-
workshop-via-zoom-on-friday-
january-28-from-6-8pm-del-
ray-artisans/18513/

JANUARY 30

MUTT MIXER Come party 
with District Dogs and Pooch 
Portrait Studio at Barkhaus for 
drinks, dogs, food, and your 
pooch’s portrait on a tulip pink 
backdrop color. Each dog will 
receive one high resolution 
digital download portrait cour-
tesy of Pooch Portrait Studio. 
District Dogs will be making Val-
entine’s-themed Peanut Butter 
Pawtraits and dishing out dog-
gie beer and iced puppuccinos. 
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: 529 E. Howell Ave. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
mutt-mixer/18568/

FEBRUARY 1

NSO AT MOUNT VERNON 
Learn about the history of 
Mount Vernon before enjoy-
ing intimate chamber music 
performed by members of the 
National Symphony Orchestra. 
A reception of champagne and 
chocolates from Ethel M Choc-
olates with the musicians will 
follow the performance. 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway
Information: https://www.visi-
talexandriava.com/event/nso-
at-mount-vernon/18465/

FEBRUARY 3

MANUMISSION TOUR OF 
LOCAL BLACK HISTORY Join 
Manumission Tour Company to 
travel the streets of Old Town 
and hear the stories of Africans 
and African Americans, both 
enslaved and freemen, at a 
time when Alexandria was one 
of the main centers for the 

international domestic slave 
trade. The program will provide 
insight into the city’s pre-civil 
war history of urban slavery 
and highlight runaway slaves, 
free African Americans and ear-
ly abolitionists. 
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://alexli-
braryva.org/event/6056490

FEBRUARY 5

ALEXANDRIA BOUTIQUE WARE-
HOUSE SALE The 18th annual 
Alexandria Boutique Warehouse 
Sale returns for its second year 
in a walkable format. The two-day 
event will take place throughout 
Old Town in stores, pop-up tents 
and open retail space along King 
Street. Attendees will find prod-
ucts from local retailers, indie 
brands and local favorites with a 
variety of clothing, shoes, jewelry 
and home furnishings for up to 
80% off retail prices. There will 
also be giveaways and activities 
such as a hot chocolate bar. 
Time: All day
Location: Various locations 
throughout Old Town
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/
event/18th-annual-al-
exandria-boutique-ware-
house-sale/18583/

FEBRUARY 8

THE CABINET WITH DR. LIND-
SAY CHERVINSKY Spend an 
evening with presidential his-
torian Dr. Lindsay Chervinsky. 
She will lead a talk about the 
history behind the creation 
of The Cabinet of the United 
States and a reception cele-
brating the paperback release 
of Chervinsky’s book “The 
Cabinet: George Washington 
and the Creation of an Amer-
ican Institution.” Advanced 
registration is required prior to 
the $5 event. Face masks are 
required inside the museum. 
Time: 5:30 for talk; 6:30 for 
reception
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
the-cabinet-with-dr-lindsay-
chervinsky/18519/

AN AFTERNOON LECTURE 
WITH THE EQUAL JUSTICE INI-
TIATIVE Attend an afternoon 
with Trey Walk, project manag-
er with the Equal Justice Initia-
tive. Join the Alexandria Com-
munity Remembrance Project 
to learn more about EJI and 
the ACRP’s to educate Alexan-
dria citizens about Alexandria’s 
two lynchings that occurred in 
1897 and 1899.

Time: 4 tp 5 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: www.alexandria-
va.gov/Historic

FEBRUARY 10

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF CO-
LONIAL CHARLES YOUNG: 
PRESENTED BY THE NATIONAL 
PARKS SERVICE Join park 
ranger Roger Osorio, from the 
Charles Young Buffalo Sol-
diers National Monument, to 
learn the story behind Colonial 
Young’s life and the legacy he 
created. Charles Young, born to 
enslaved parents, persevered 
through racism and prejudice to 
become one of the first African 
American graduates from West 
Point Military Academy and 
went on to serve in many ca-
pacities and missions through-
out the United States and the 
world at a time when opportu-
nities for Black Americans were 
severely restricted.
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: mzimmerman@
alexlibraryva.org

FEBRUARY 11

WINE & WELDING Learn to 
MIG weld and have a fun wine 
pairing. Build a wine rack, 
or project your choice with 
your partner. All visitors and 
employees must wear a mask 
while inside, regardless of 
vaccination status. Price is 
$250 for two people. 
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: 5380 Eisenhower 
Avenue
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
wine-%26-welding/18541/

FEBRUARY 12

STORYTIME WITH THE AL-
EXANDRIA BLACK HISTORY 
MUSEUM Explore the history 
of Alexandria’s local African 
American community through 
books, stories and songs. All 
are welcome, but the event is 
geared towards children ages 
4 to 8. After the story, there 
will be an activity for partici-
pants, with activity kits avail-
able at the Beatley Central 
Library two weeks prior to the 
event date. The theme for this 
event is Black History Month. 
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://alexli-
braryva.org/event/5728412

FEBRUARY 13

WOOL EMBROIDERY WORK-

SHOP Spend the afternoon with 
Shelagh Jessop of Stuart Moore 
Textiles to wool embroidery, 
an elegant way to create home 
decor and gifts for loved ones. 
In this course participants will 
learn the basics and make a 
small embroidered project from 
Stuart Moores Textiles’ range 
of plant-dyed wool embroidery 
floss and linen fabric. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: 1121 King St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
wool-embroidery-workshop-
with-shelagh-jessop-of-stuart-
moore-textiles/18596/

FEBRUARY 14

“THE ADDRESS BOOK” BY 
DIERDRE MASK Join Let’s 
Talk Books Club to read and 
discuss “The Address Book: 
What Street Addresses Tell Us 
About Identity, Race, Wealth 
and Power” by Dierdre Mask. 
She reveals the world history, 
trivia and social impacts of 
the creation of street address-
es and what it means to have 
or not have an address. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://alexli-
braryva.org/event/5767782

DASHING DEER ON VALEN-
TINE’S DAY Join a naturalist 
from Huntley Meadows Park 
to learn about the white-tailed 
deer. Intended for ages 3 to 6, 
the event will teach kids how 
deer eat and live. Kids will get 
to touch real deer fur, antlers 
and bones and make a deer 
Valentine’s Day craft. 
Time: 10 to 11 a.m.
Location: 3701 Lockheed 
Boulevard
Information: https://www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hunt-
ley-meadows

FEBRUARY 16

VIRTUAL FILM SCREENING 
OF “ODESSA’S REIGN” Tune 
into a film screening and dis-
cussion of “Odessa’s Reign” 
with producer Robin Hamil-
ton. Crowned “Queen of the 
Underworld,” a Black female 
gangster runs the most lu-
crative gambling ring in D.C. 
in the 1950s and manages 
to keep the D.C. police in her 
back pocket. The runtime is 
25 minutes. Robin Hamilton 
is an Emmy-award winning 
television host, producer and 
moderator for town halls and 
forums.  She is the founder 
and principal of the Around 
Robin Production Company, 
where she creates videos for 

non-profits to help with fund-
raising, marketing and mes-
saging.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://www.alex-
andriava.gov/Historic

FEBRUARY 21

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
BIRTHDAY PARADE The City of 
Alexandria, the adopted home-
town of George Washington, 
celebrates his birthday each 
year with events throughout 
February. The highlight will be 
on Feb. 21, when Alexandria 
residents and visitors will line 
the streets of Old Town to 
cheer on the oldest and largest 
George Washington Birthday 
parade in the country. The 
parade features drum corps, 
color guards, bands, communi-
ty and fraternal organizations, 
youth groups, local merchants, 
city dignitaries and, of course, 
General Washington and Mar-
tha Washington. This year, the 
celebration will honor Alex-
andria’s health care workers 
and first responders, who will 
march as parade grand mar-
shals.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: www.washington-
birthday.com/

GADSBY’S TAVERN GEORGE 
WASHINGTON BIRTHNIGHT 
BANQUET AND BALL The 
George Washington Birthday 
Celebration Committee and 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum 
present the annual cele-
bration of the birth of the 
nation’s first president. Join 
in the celebrations that have 
been ongoing for hundreds 
of years and gather to honor 
General Washington over 
Zoom. Begin the evening with 
a video presentation about 
the history of this event and 
hear from those who have 
participated in it for years. 
Converse with others about 
their favorite birthnight expe-
riences. Then the general will 
be available live for questions. 
Lastly, enjoy English Country 
dancing, called by expert 
dance master from the histor-
ic ballroom, that participants 
can do with one, two, four, six 
or eight people at home. Peri-
od costumes of the 1790s are 
encouraged. One virtual dance 
class on Feb.17 is included. 
There are also birthnight ban-
quet to-go meals.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: www.alexandria-
va.gov/GadsbysTavern



AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 

statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 

Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net

MILITARY ITEMS 
WANTED

Patches, Flight Jackets, Medals, 

Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia etc. 
Call Dan at 202-841-3062

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most ad-

vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
potential candidates. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-
ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians Life Insur-
ance Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974
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The Brown v. Board of Education Scholarship 
Program was established by the Virginia General 
Assembly in 2004 to provide educational 
opportunities for persons who were denied an 
education in Virginia between 1954 and 1964 due 
to the closing of the public schools during Massive 
Resistance. The program is now open to eligible 
applicants for the 2022–2023 school year. For 
applications and information on eligibility, visit:

BROWNSCHOLARSHIP.VIRGINIA.GOV

or contact Lily Jones, Division of
Legislative Services, at (804) 698-1888.

Accepting Applications
Through March 25, 2022

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia
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LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2022 - 

7:00 PM VIRTUAL

Information about this item may be 
obtained from the Department of 
Planning & Zoning,
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alex-
andria, Virginia 22314, telephone: 
703.746.4666 or on the City’s web-
site at alexandriava.gov/dockets.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the February 14, 2022, 
meeting of the Board of Zoning 
Appeals (BZA) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2 3708.2(A)(3) and 
the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on June 20, 2020, to un-
dertake essential business. All the 

members of the public body and 
staff are participating from remote 
locations through Zoom Webinar. 
This meeting is being held elec-
tronically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meeting to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meeting can be accessed 
by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_RwIa4IbqSaiwLoLGSN0qrA 

*** The Webinar will open at 6:30 
p.m. to allow individuals to join. The 
Board of Zoning Appeals hearing will 
begin at approximately 7:00 p.m. ***

Zoom Audio Conference: Dial: 
301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 923 7113 9292
Password: 475272

Public comments will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Owen Al-
brecht at owen.albrecht@alexandri-
ava.gov or make public comments 
on the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

BZA #2021-00017
703 & 707 South View Terrace
Public Hearing and consideration of 
a request for a Variance to construct 
a single-family dwelling outside the 
required front yard setbacks; zoned: 
R-8/Single-Family Residential.
Applicants: John Herrman and 
Katharine Norton

BZA #2021-00018
2603 Randolph Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Exception 
to construct a front porch in the 
required front yard; zoned: R-2-5/

Single and Two-Family Residential.
Applicant: Lee Saunders Raynes

BZA #2022-00001
1031 Cross Drive
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Exception 
to construct an addition in the 
required side yard; zoned: R-8/
Single-Family Residential.
Applicants: Michael D. Gill III and 
Brooke C. Gill

BZA #2021-00020
2419 Central Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Exception 
to construct a second story addition 
in the required side yard; zoned: 
R-8/Single-Family Residential.
Applicants: Jamie Ciesla, Trustee 
Jamie Ciesla Revocable Trust

BZA #2021-00021
2001 Commonwealth Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Exception 
to increase the roof height in a 

required side yard; zoned: R-2-5/
Single and Two-Family Residential.
Applicant: Laura Campbell, architect

Other Business- Election of Board Offi-
cers for Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary

LEGAL NOTICE 

TAKE NOTICE

The City Council of the City of 
Alexandria will be attending Lo-
cal Government Legislative Day, 
Thursday, February 3, 2022 at the 
Omni Richmond Hotel, located at 
100 South 12th Street, Richmond, 
Virginia. There will three or more 
Council members in attendance.

For information, please call (703) 
746-4550.

Gloria A. Sitton, CMC
City Clerk and Clerk of Council

Classifieds

we are currently utilizing: 
the rapid antigen test and 
the PCR test. In addition, 
there is a rapid PCR test that 
is starting to become more 
available.

The PCR test is very useful 
in detecting small amounts 
of the virus. The ideal time 
a PCR test should be done is 
if someone has had a known 
or suspected exposure to 
COVID-19 and/or someone 
is having symptoms. Typi-
cally speaking, it takes three 
to five days for a viral load to 
be present enough for a test 
to be positive. The PCR test 
can often detect infection a 
few days earlier than a rapid 
antigen test. To that point, 
a PCR is often more helpful 
for determining infection as 
soon as possible. PCR tests 
usually take one to four days 
to return. 

Rapid antigen tests also 
have a very valuable place 
in testing as well. They usu-
ally have results within 30 
minutes. Generally speaking, 

the viral load must be high-
er for a rapid test to detect 
COVID-19, so oftentimes, a 
rapid test is useful if it is re-
peated over the course of a 
few days.  

I’ve been vaccinated 
for COVID-19 already.  
Do I need a booster 
dose?

The short answer is yes. 
Infectious disease profes-
sionals are now starting to 
take the opinion that a per-
son should consider them-
selves “fully vaccinated” only 
after they have received the 
booster dose. This approach 
has been shown to be effec-
tive against the newer Omi-
cron variant of COVID-19. 
It is important to note that 
while the vaccine does not 
100% prevent someone from 
catching the illness, it does 
decrease the chances that 
they will catch the virus. If 
a fully vaccinated person 
does become infected with 
COVID-19, then the chances 
of them having a severe case 
of the illness is much lower 

than if they were not vacci-
nated. In short, the vaccines 
decrease your risk of dying 
from COVID-19. 

For more information on 
when to receive a booster 
dose, visit the city’s website 
at www.alexandriava.gov/
Vaccines.

What should I do if 
I test positive for 
COVID-19?

The first thing to do is not 
to panic. If you are having 
symptoms and you perform 
an at-home test that returns 
positive, you should assume 
that the test is correct and 
you have COVID-19. In this 
scenario, you should not go to 
the E.R. just to confirm that 
you truly have COVID-19.  

Once the diagnosis is 
made, you should start moni-
toring your symptoms and try 
to isolate from others in your 
household.  Ideally you should 
stay in a separate room and 
avoid sharing common items 
like hand towels and cups/
kitchenware. If you have to be 
around household contacts, 

then you should wear a mask 
to limit their exposure.  

However, if someone 
starts having severe symp-
toms, such as severe short-
ness of breath or chest, then 
they should seek medical at-
tention ASAP.

The most important take 
home message is that the 
best treatment for COVID-19 
is prevention. Masking, so-
cially distancing when ap-
propriate, getting vaccinated 
and appropriate handwash-
ing are all part of a layered 
approach that has been 
shown to be effective in de-
creasing the transmission of 

COVID-19.  
Like most things in 

healthcare, the best way to 
treat a condition is to first 
understand it and learn more 
about it. If you have more 
questions, visit the CDC’s 
website at www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/in-
dex.htmlis or speak to your 
health care provider. 

Get vaccinated and boost-
ed, wear your mask and look 
out for one another. We are 
still in this together!

The writer is chief medical 
officer of Belleview Medical 

Partners, an office and house 
call practice based in Old Town.
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These are a sample of Babs’ 2021 Old Town sales. 
If you’re thinking of buying or selling your home in 2022, 
call Babs and let her 25+ years of expertise work for you!

703.627.5421  |  Babs@BabsBeckwith.com  |  www.BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity

*Represented the Buyer

Babs BeckwitH
SELLS OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

SO
LD

316 South Fayette St

SO
LD

521 Duke St

SO
LD

18 Wolfe St

SO
LD

104 Queen St

SO
LD

418 Duke St

SO
LD

501 Duke St

SO
LD

466 South Union St

SO
LD

639 South Saint Asaph St

SO
LD

208 South Saint Asaph St

SO
LD

320 South Lee St*

SO
LD

517 North Saint Asaph St

SO
LD

611 Queen St

SO
LD

209 South Lee St

SO
LD

622 South Lee St*

SO
LD

826 South Fairfax St

SO
LD

1801 Edgehill Dr*

SO
LD

308 South Columbus St*

SO
LD

11 Wilkes St

SO
LD

711 Prince St

SO
LD

427 S Fairfax St

SO
LD

1504 Cameron St

SO
LD

42-A Wolfe St

SO
LD

120 Queen St

SO
LD

36 Wolfe St

SO
LD

404 Oronoco St

SO
LD

309 North Pitt St

SO
LD

10 Bakers Walk #401

SO
LD

621 North Saint Asaph #405*

SO
LD

312 South Columbus St

SO
LD

610 South Lee St*

SO
LD

64 Wolfe St


