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A LARP in the park
Live action roleplayers 
perform, fight with foam 
swords, create community
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

t is Sunday at Jones Point 
Park, and today is the day 
Marcus finds glory on the 
battlefield.

The warrior prepares for war by 
strapping on his steel chest plate 
and greaves. It may limit his move-
ment but, standing more than 6 feet 
tall, Marcus now appears even more 
fearsome, an armored machine of 
war ready to strike his opponents. He 
takes out his sword and stands with 
his fellow combatants.

Tension hangs in the air. The 

pre-battle hum of wracked nerves 
and excitement vibrates on a sub-
conscious frequency. Finally, the 
battle begins. Marcus charges for-
ward into the fray. He dispatches an 
opponent with a quick flurry of blows 
and moves on to his next challenger. 
But he is quickly overwhelmed by en-
emy forces and sustains a fatal blow 
to the chest. “Perhaps this is not my 
day,” Marcus thinks to himself as he 
is swallowed by the cold embrace of 
death.

Or maybe it is.
“You got me,” Alex Paris, aka Mar-

cus, says to his opponent in a tone 
that conveys both disappointment 
and admiration. He gets up and walks 
back to the “respawn zone” where he 

will be able to reenter the fight after a 
few seconds. This is a game after all, 
one of the weekly sessions held by 
Rising Sun Station, a group of live ac-
tion roleplayers who gather at Jones 
Point Park to swing foam swords, 
act out medieval fantasies and cre-
ate a community of self-described, 
like-minded nerds.

“We are a community of nerds who 
enjoy roleplaying and playing out 
fantasies in battle games,” Ashlly Bo-
ger, the current monarch, or chapter 
head, of Rising Sun Station, said. “An-
other way of saying it is it’s real-life 
Dungeons & Dragons.”
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Redevelopment 
planned for 
DCHS site
Project draws mixed 
community response
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Alexandria real estate devel-
oper Bonaventure Realty has re-
cently announced redevelopment 
plans for the current Department 
of Community and Human Ser-
vices office, located in the West 
End. 

The developer submitted plans 
earlier this month for a mixed-use 
project at the site, located at 2525 
Mount Vernon Ave. The Washing-
ton Business Journal first reported 
that the plans indicate replacing 
the 1-acre building and parking lot 
“with a four-floor, 88,500-square-
foot building with ground-floor 
retail and 78 apartments above.”

According to WBJ, the project 
would reach 50-feet high, 10 feet 
higher than allowed under the lo-
cal urban overlay zone. 

“A dozen of the 78 units would 
be two-bedroom and the rest 
one-bedroom,” reported WBJ. 
“The ground floor would have 
three retail spaces fronting Mount 
Vernon Avenue of different siz-
es, plus an apartment lobby and 
amenity spaces.”

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Rising Sun Station live action roleplayers assemble prior to a battle game in Jones Point Park.
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COMING SOON
601 N. Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

COMING SOON
603 N. Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

compass.com

Bonnie & Courtney Rivkin

therivkingroup@compass.com
rivkinresidential.com
b: 703.598.7788
c: 703.869.7788

Every once in a while,
something special comes along...

Welcome to a new level of luxury living in Old Town! Two exceptionally rare opportunities 
to own new construction in historic Old Town Alexandria. Abundant light and thoughtful 
Art Deco design combined with breathtaking panoramic views from unique roof terraces 
define 601 and 603 N. Alfred Street. They will each feature 4 bedrooms and 4.5 baths 
within four levels. 

For a limited time, discerning prospective buyers who ratify on one of these properties, will 
be provided the opportunity to select certain custom finishes with options for upgrades.

Contact us for more information.



Wesley Housing purchases Chirilagua property
Wesley Housing, a non-

profit affordable housing 
developer, announced on 
Tuesday that it had acquired 
Parc Square Apartments in 
Chirilagua with the express 
purpose of preserving afford-
ability in the neighborhood, 
according to a news release.

The six building, 66-unit 
complex is located at 602 and 
604 Notabene Drive in Arlan-
dria-Chirilagua, the city’s ma-
jority Latinx neighborhood. 
Longstanding fears of gentri-
fication and residents of the 
neighborhood being priced 
out and forced to relocate 
have become more real, with 
housing prices in the area con-
tinuing to rise, in part due to 
the arrival of Amazon’s HQ2.

Given these pressures, the 
developer aims to “secure the 
community as a long-term 
affordable housing asset,” 
according to the release.

The $12.5 million acqui-
sition marks a partnership 
between Wesley Housing 

and Amazon, which helped 
finance the purchase with 
a $2.3 million grant from 

the Amazon Housing Equity 
Fund. A condition of Am-
azon’s grant is that the 66 

units will remain as afford-
able housing for at least 99 
years. The remaining $10.26 
million in funding comes 
from a Housing Partnership 
Fund acquisition loan.

According to the release, 
Wesley Housing will take “im-
mediate steps to address life 
safety issues and improve hab-
itability for existing residents,” 
with plans for a long-term, 
multi-phased redevelopment 
of Parc Square, the adjacent 
Wesley-owned Beverly Park 
Apartments and several prop-
erties owned by local nonprof-
it Community Lodgings.

Located in and serving 
Chirilagua for 34 years, Com-
munity Lodgings will partner 
with Wesley Housing and 
spearhead efforts to provide 
services to Parc Square and 
Beverly Park residents, ac-
cording to the release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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WEEKLY BRIEFING

ACPS defies new governor’s removal of mask mandate
Following a day one ex-

ecutive order on Saturday 
from Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
(R) that removed state 
mask mandates for Virgin-
ia public schools, Alexan-
dria City Public Schools 
announced on Sunday that 
it would be keeping its 
mask requirement for stu-
dents and staff in place.

“Masks, combined with 
multiple other ACPS mit-
igation measures, have 
been effective in helping 
to protect the collective 
health and safety of our 
students and staff and 
keep our schools open for 
in-person learning. This 
continues to be our com-
mitment as we grapple 
with the challenges that 
this pandemic has posed 
for our schools,” ACPS 
announced in a news re-
lease.

Youngkin’s executive 

order allows for parents of 
any public elementary or 
secondary school children 
to “elect for their children 
not to be subject to any 
mask mandate.”

Alexandria was not 
alone in its opposition to 
the order. Arlington Pub-
lic Schools and Fairfax 
County Public Schools 
also announced decisions 
to keep mask policies 
in place. As of Tuesday, 
seven school districts 
have stated they plan to 
continue requiring mask 
wearing in schools.

The executive order, 
which is set to take effect 
on Monday, has already 
created widespread con-
fusion concerning Youn-
gkin’s legal authority to 
remove the state’s mask 
mandate. Some have cited 
Virginia state code which 
states that public school 

districts must adhere to 
recommendations from 
the Centers of Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
Several school districts 
have cited the Virginia 
Senate’s bipartisan Bill 
1303, which requires pub-
lic schools to maintain 
in-person learning by 
using, “to the maximum 
extent practicable,” CDC 
mitigation strategies, in-
cluding mask wearing for 
those ages 2 and up. 

Youngkin has public-
ly stated his intent to use 
state resources to force 
compliance of his execu-
tive order, although he has 
not yet specified how he 
would do so.

“We wrote the order 
specifically to give all the 
school systems, basical-
ly, eight days to get ready 
— to listen to parents,” 
Youngkin said. “Over the 

course of this week, I hope 
they will listen to parents 
because we will use every 
resource within the gover-
nor’s authority to explore 
what we can and will do to 
ensure parents’ rights are 
protected.”

On Tuesday, a group 
of Chesapeake Public 
Schools parents in Chesa-
peake, Virginia sued Youn-
gkin and several members 
of his administration 
in the Virginia supreme 
court. They claim that 
Youngkin’s executive or-
der violates state law.

“Petitioners have no 
adequate remedy at law 
and no time to spare. They 
and their children are 
likely to suffer irreparable 
harm and damage if this 
Court declines to grant 
immediate relief,” the par-
ents wrote in their suit.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Festival 
donates $20K 
to charities

PHOTO/WESLEY HOUSING
Parc Square Apartments are located in Chirilagua and include six buildings and 66 units.

The organizers behind the Old 
Town Festival of Speed and Style, 
Alexandria’s annual classic car 
show, donated $20,000 to local 
charities this past weekend.

The board of directors donat-
ed $10,000 to both USO of Met-
ro Washington Baltimore and 
ALIVE!. The festival organizers 
also provided both organiza-
tions with $3,000 last year in 
order to provide financial relief 
during the height of the pan-
demic.

Originally planned for 2020, 
the second annual festival was 
delayed three times due to the 
pandemic before it took place on 
Sept. 5, 2021. More than 100 rare 
cars and vintage motorcycles took 
to the lower blocks of King Street 
during the event, which attracted 
more than 10,000 people.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com



4 | JANUARY 20, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

LARP 101
To those outside the com-

munity, live action roleplay-
ing, or LARPing, can seem 
like a curiosity – and it is. 
Boger said that it’s not un-
common for passersby at 
Jones Point Park to stop, ask 
questions or just stare with 
mild curiosity at a group of 
strangers dressed in medie-
val garb.

But the roots of LARPing 
go back decades. Inspired by 
tabletop roleplaying games 
like Dungeons & Dragons 
and the allure of the fantasy 
genre, the first LARPs started 

in the 1970s. Although Rising 
Sun Station was not found-
ed until 2011, it is part of a 
larger kingdom, the King-
dom of Crystal Groves, which 
includes individual “parks” 
from Delaware, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania and Virgin-
ia. The Kingdom of Crystal 
Groves is, in turn, part of 
Amtgard, an international 
LARP organization that was 
founded by Jim Haren Jr. in El 
Paso, Texas in 1983.

Broadly speaking, LARP 
in general and Rising Sun in 
particular afford people of all 
ages the opportunity to cre-
ate and roleplay as characters 
who then engage in combat, 

crafts and spontaneous acts 
of creation.

“Amtgard is a society of 
nerds that meet across the 
country on weekends to hit 
each other with foam sticks, 
to do medieval style crafts 
and to have fun being to-
gether in a fantasy world,” 
one player, who preferred 
to go by his character name, 
Léal, said.

Players are encouraged to 
participate in Rising Sun in 
whatever way they want. 

There are the competitive, 
combat-focused battle games 
that involve swinging foam 
weaponry and casting spells. 
In Rising Sun, these are of-
ten the focus of every session 
and can take the form of one-
on-one tournament style du-
els or larger games between 
groups of combatants. 

“It’s basically you’re let-
ting out your inner 6-year-
old except your mom doesn’t 
yell at you for accidentally 
knocking someone’s eye out,” 
Alex Hu, who plays a warrior 
named Foameric, said.

Members create a charac-
ter and assume a role, which 
gives them certain strengths, 

weaknesses and abilities 
on the battlefield. Boger, 
for instance, plays as Iona 
Hallewell, an assassin who is 
able to move nimbly across 
the field and poison her op-
ponents. Paris’ character, 
Marcus, is a warrior and sells-
word who excels at jumping 
head first into fights. Mean-
while, Raine Hoffman plays 
a druid, a type of spell cast-
er who can freeze people in 
their tracks or “heat up” an-
other player’s weapon, forc-
ing them to drop it.

“The feeling that you get 
when you’re like, ‘No, you’re 
not doing anything for the 
next 30 seconds’ and being 
able to influence the battle-
field without a stick – be-
cause I’m not that good with 
a stick – is [empowering],” 
Hoffman said.

Much like in traditional 
tabletop roleplaying, creat-
ing a character for Rising Sun 
is part creative writing as-
signment and part mechani-
cal assessment. Players write 
their back stories and learn 
the combat rules laid out by 
Amtgard. Over time, players 
level up their characters and 

acquire more powerful abili-
ties that they can use during 
games. 

“There are six levels for 
each class, and it requires you 
to accumulate credits,” Boger 
said. “For each day that you 
go to a park or an event, you 
would get a certain amount 
of credits. You accumulate 
these credits to reach a cer-
tain level.”

Battle games are not en-
tirely about competition; 
there is also a roleplaying 
component that Boger tries 
to encourage among the 
members of Rising Sun.

“Every player has their 
persona, which is their char-
acter that they’re personi-
fying. In battle, you can say 
something, do something 
that your character would 
do,” Boger said. “A lot of our 
players are part of the sport 
aspect of Amtgard – they like 
to fight – but we’re slowly 
dragging them into the RP 
[roleplaying] aspect of, ‘Give 
us a great death.’ And they’ll 
put on a show of their death. 
… We’ll have moments like 

LARP FROM | 1
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PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Two members of Rising Sun Station face off in a one-on-one combat tournament. Referees, known as a 
reeves, oversee the duels and wear golden sashes to note their role.
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202.387.6180
Pia.Reyes@cbmove.com

Pia Reyes
202.369.1384
Tiffany.Webster@cbrealty.com

Tiffany Webster
240.703.0499
Nannette.Deas@cbrealty.com

Nannette Deas

GEORGE WASHINGTON PARK
2304 King Street

$1,995,000 | 4 Beds | 3 Baths

Donnan C. Wintermute 703.608.6868
DWintermute@cbmove.com

LA PLATA, MARYLAND
8540 Durham Church Road
Sold Under Contract

Greg Doherty 703.408.5068
Greg.Doherty@cbmove.com

$2,220,000 | 328 Acres

WASHINGTON, DC
727 Capitol Square Place, SW
Sold

Greg Doherty 703.408.5068
Greg.Doherty@cbmove.com

$1,035,000 | 4 Beds | 3.5 Baths

OLD TOWN
400 Madison Street #304

$674,000 | 2 Beds | 2 Baths

Lib Willey 703.362.7206
Lib.Willey@cbmove.com

WILTON WOODS
3804 Ivanhoe Lane, Alexandria, VA 22310
Coming Soon Price Reduced

Catherine Foltz 703.626.6914
Catherine.Foltz@cbrealty.com

$915,000 | 5 Beds | 4 Baths

WASHINGTON, DC
3014 Dent Place NW #24E
Just Listed

Greg Doherty 703.408.5068
Greg.Doherty@cbmove.com

$650,000 | 2 Beds | 1 Bath
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that, and we’ll pull the seri-
ousness from the battle and 
be more funny or just act it 
out.”

There is also a strong 
crafting component to Rising 
Sun. Members take pride in 
the garb they cobble togeth-
er. For some, crafting is actu-
ally the central focus of their 
participation in Rising Sun. 
While others take to the bat-
tlefield, these members stay 
on the sidelines, customiz-
ing armor for themselves or 
other members, making their 
own yarn and exercising their 
creative muscles.

“I personally already 

knew how to make my own 
costumes because my moth-
er sews, but we have what’s 
known as Arts and Science 
Nights where we can teach 
somebody how to make their 
own garb or teach some-
body how to make their own 
swords,” Boger said.

Members choose to join 
Rising Sun for a variety of 
reasons, but they all agreed 
that the community formed 
around LARP is what keeps 
them coming back every 
Sunday. While participation 
has diminished during the 
pandemic and winter months 
– about 15 to 20 people reg-
ularly come out on Sundays 
right now – some events, 

such as quest days that pull 
together multiple parks, at-
tract upward of 50 to 60 peo-
ple. 

“It’s not just about the 
roleplay. It’s about these 
people that have become my 
friends and become a family 
to me,” Boger said. “[It’s] not 
just in the LARPing experi-
ence. They’re there for me no 
matter what.”

The assassin and the 
Lost Boys

Boger was first introduced 
to Rising Sun Station in 2017 
when her boyfriend at the 
time took her to a session at 
Jones Point Park. Although 
her ex-boyfriend no longer 
plays, she has continued and 
now serves as monarch for 
Rising Sun.

“I started out as just being 
a player that would come out 
maybe every other weekend, 
spend some time with my 
boyfriend. These were my 
boyfriend’s friends. Then, I 
started to get to know them, 
and I started really enjoying 
the fighting and the story-
telling. It pulled me more 
into wanting to be a part of 
it and to help shape it into a 
fun game for everybody,” Bo-
ger said.

As soon as she steps into 
Jones Point Park, Boger be-
comes Iona Hallowell, an 
assassin for hire. To match 
the shadowy presence of 
her character, Boger wears 
all black robes with the only 
hint of color being a dark 
green patterned belt around 
her waist.

As monarch, Boger does 
not get to play in the battle 
games as much as she used 
to. Instead, she creates the 
games and the overarching 
theme that will run through-
out the course of her six-
month reign as monarch: 
Neverland and the Lost Boys.

Practically, that means 
that every game involves 
players assuming the role of 
either a Lost Boy or Pirate as 
they battle to achieve various 
goals in the fantasy world of 

Neverland. One day, the Lost 
Boys are trying to defend a 
pixie dust tree from the pi-
rates who are trying to poi-
son its roots. Another day, 
Boger takes the fight to the 
high seas, as Lost Boys and 
pirates navigate between two 
ships to raise a flag and claim 
victory. 

The boats are marked with 
cones on the ground and the 
flagpole is imaginary, but 
members relish the oppor-
tunity to embrace their in-
ner child and let loose their 
imagination, Boger said.

Over the last five years, 
Iona has grown as a char-
acter and Boger has grown 
alongside her, she said. It’s 
not quite method acting, but 
putting on her garb and as-
suming the role of a deadly 
assassin has been freeing in 
ways she did not expect.

“Iona definitely is more 
outgoing than I am, and it’s 
brought me to be more con-
fident in myself and to know 

mistakes happen and to learn 
from them – because my 
character goes through a lot 
of mistakes,” Boger laughed.

However, unlike Iona, Bo-
ger has had to endure a glob-
al pandemic and adapt the 
way Rising Sun operates in 
the process. 

When COVID-19 hit the 
U.S. in March 2020, Amt-
gard’s board of directors 
decided that parks could no 
longer meet. Organizations 
based entirely around in-per-
son community building had 
to quickly pivot and find 
ways to keep people engaged. 
There were online Dungeons 
& Dragons sessions and vir-
tual game nights, but for 
some players, the experience 
was not the same.

“All the crafting people, 
all the people who are very 
diehard Amtgard were par-
ticipating. And then all the 
sport people who are just in 

SEE LARP | 10

LARP FROM | 4

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Ashlly Boger joined Rising Sun Station in 2017 and has since risen 
to the role of “monarch” for this local LARP organization.

~ Little House Hunter ~
Luca is ready to live his best life. During his 

time at the Shelter he’s enjoyed a lot of delicious 
meals, making friends with people and dogs, and 

deciding that Alexandria is the place to be.
Luca is currently in a foster home, but he’s 
ready to move soon. He’s fine with a house 

or a condo, as long as there will be a warm & 
welcoming lap during these very cold weeks.

  Meet Luca!  
adopt@alexandriaanimals.org

703.746.4774 
THANK YOU

Diann
Carlson 

703.628.2440
diann.carlson@gmail.com

Weichert Realtors

"Because everyone deserves a home."
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Alexandria Brokerage
400 S. Washington Street

Alexandria, VA
o +1 703 310 6800  

Enjoy picturesque sunsets and expansive Potomac river views from this river front home. Boaters will love 

the deep water deck and boat lift. With it’s unique aspect the wide, expansive river vistas beckon from nearly 

every room in this 3,860 finished square feet home. The spacious great room with floor-to-ceiling windows, 

impressive river views and deck access makes entertaining a crowd easy and fun. Or, quietly relax, sit back, 

breath and enjoy the view. The gourmet kitchen with quartz counters, large island, stainless steel appliances 

and breakfast area have direct access to the deck and hot tub. Two primary bedroom suites, two addition-

al bedrooms, and optional recording studio/office/bedroom allows room for everyone. Outdoor features 

include 800+ square foot deck, hot tub, and private dock with boat lift. Just a quick boat ride to National 

Harbor, Old Town Alexandria, The Wharf and Navy Yard. The deep channel makes a cruise to the Chesapeake 

Bay easy. Live the life you have been dreaming at 10913 Mariner Drive.

Picture-Perfect Sunset 
Views on the Potomac River
1 0 9 1 3  M A R I N E R  D R I V E  F O R T  WA S H I N G TO N ,  M D  2 0 74 4
4  B E D S  |  3 . 5  B AT H S  |  3 , 8 6 0  S Q  F T  |  $ 1 , 9 9 5 ,0 0 0
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In order to move for-
ward, the city’s Department 

of Planning and Zoning 
must review the project. It 
must also successfully pass 
through the Planning Com-

mission and City Council – 
including public comment. 

Some residents expressed 
concerns regarding plans to 

eliminate the parking lot, the 
number of affordable hous-
ing units in the new devel-
opment, and the size of the 

building. 
“This will only solidify 

making Del Ray into Adams 
Morgan with zero parking,” 
Jennifer Beun Rohrbach wrote 
on the Bring Integrity Back to 
Alexandria! Facebook page. 

“Del Ray’s turn now for 
too large buildings,” Fran Vo-
gel, another resident, com-
mented. 

Other residents are in sup-
port of the proposal. Restau-
rateur Mike Anderson, who 
owns Del Ray hotspots Pork 
Barrel BBQ and Holy Cow, 
said he thinks the current 
DCHS office is not the best 
use of the space, given that 
the building is so centrally 
located. He supports DCHS’ 
transition to the West End. 

“Most residents in most ar-
eas don’t like change, so that’s 
always an emotional battle for 
everybody,” Anderson said. “ … 
I think converting that build-
ing [to] mixed-use residential 

DCHS FROM | 1
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PHOTO/GOOGLE MAPS
The current Department of Community and Human Services office is located at 2525 Mt. Vernon Ave. in Del Ray.

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311
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is going to benefit the com-
munity, I think it’s going to 
benefit the businesses, there’s 
probably going to be some re-
tail in there which is going to 
benefit the residents.”

He also said that Bonaven-
ture founder Dwight Dun-
ton has “a really good track 
record of doing right by the 
community.” 

Previously, Bonaven-
ture purchased other retail 
and residential properties 
on Mount Vernon Avenue 
in 2019. Before that, it pur-
chased the former Anthony’s 
Auto Center on Mount Vernon 
Avenue and an office building 
at Hume Avenue in 2018. 

Anderson said that the lot 
purchased in 2019 contains 
approximately 100 parking 
spots beneath it, which is 
across the street from Pork 
Barrel BBQ and may quell 
some of the parking con-
cerns. Bonaventure’s appli-
cation also indicated that 
this garage may aid with 
parking from the new devel-
opment. 

“I’m a fan of his and the 
work he’s done,” Anderson 
said. “I think he’s a good de-
veloper.He’s a local guy. He’s 
got roots in Alexandria, so I 
think he’s making it right by 
the community – what he’s 
gonna do down there.” 

As for DCHS, director Kate 
Garvey said plans are well 
underway to fully move the 
department to a Mark Center 
office, located at 4850 Mark 
Center Drive, in Alexandria’s 
West End by 2023, with the 
transition beginning as early 
as November 2022. 

“[The new] development 

is fine for us because we’re 
going to be leaving, moving 
to one single location,” Gar-
vey said. “It won’t harm us in 
any way because it will not 
happen until we have left.”

DCHS is currently dis-
persed in various offices 
throughout the city, with 
eight separate buildings for 
departments like behavioral 
health, social services, and 
aging and adult services. 
Since the department con-
solidated more than 10 years 
ago, Garvey said the hope 
has been to consolidate the 
workspace as well. This, she 
said, will make the depart-
ment’s services more unified 
and accessible to clients. 

“We’ve been wanting, for 
a long time, to do this, but 
about three years ago we re-
ally started looking where we 
might all fit,” Garvey said. 
“ … We’ll be taking over the 
entire building, so it’s really 
going to be wonderful.”

It finally became a reality 
in 2020 when the city agreed 
on a 15-year lease for the of-
fice, owned by the Institute 
for Defense Analyses. Ac-
cording to Garvey, the health 
department, permitting ser-
vices, a finance office and 
Neighborhood Health will 
also be in the building. 

“The space has tons of 
meeting rooms, so it would 
really be a place where groups 
can come and have meetings. 
We really want it to be a com-
munity asset where people 
can carry out things they’re 
interested in in that space,” 
Garvey said. 

DCHS has already con-
ducted preliminary focus 
groups for those who utilize 
DCHS services to gauge in-
terest and priorities. Many 
people requested ample 
parking, an area where peo-
ple can eat and relax, a level 
of childcare and a welcoming 
environment. 

Two more recent sessions 
encouraged community mem-
bers and partners to provide 
feedback on the proposed West 
End building. These conver-

sations included discussions 
about the layout, signage and 
an overall check-in to make 
sure DCHS is on the right track. 

“We’re able to really meet 
all of those expectations with 
this new building, so we are 
super psyched about that,” 
Garvey said. 

Garvey noted that the 

current Mount Vernon of-
fice’s proximity to Arlandria 
is important, so DCHS is 
working to ensure a smooth 
transition for those who will 
have to travel further. She 
said that fortunately the new 
building is located adjacent 
to a transit center, which will 
help alleviate the transporta-

tion obstacles many face. 
Additionally, DCHS plans to 

hold events and opportunities 
for community members and 
partners to tour the new build-
ing as it gets closer to the move. 

DCHS anticipates ful-
ly consolidating to the new 
building by February 2023. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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KATE GARVEY

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Since our first renovation 60 years ago we've
been a team of visionaries. Our unique approach
to the remodeling process is tried and true. 
It's so effective that we had to give it a name:
The CaseStudy‰. We guide you through every 
step, using 3D renderings to bring new 
possibilities to light. At every phase of our work,
we'll maintain strict attention to time and budget. 
Don't forget our 5-year warranty. Because you 
are our highest priority.

The CaseStudy‰

Are our ultimate pursuits.
Whether you're considering an
outdoor oasis, food lover's kitchen,
or owner's suite. Because during these
times, home is more important than ever.

Balance. Harmony. Beauty.
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it for the battle games and to 
fight and the glory and the 
awards, they kind of tapered 
off a little bit,” Boger said.

Once Rising Sun tran-
sitioned back to in-person 
events in July 2021 with 
health regulations in place, 
those members returned 
to the fold. Boger said she 
breathed a sigh of relief when 
she heard the news that Ris-
ing Sun and its entirely vol-
unteer-run operations could 
get back to business.

“We all try to help each oth-
er as much as possible. We all 
want to have so much fun,” Bo-
ger said. “Everything gets done 
by people volunteering their 
time, and you want to volun-
teer your time to make it fun 
for people that you care about.”

The half-dragon bard
LARPing is collective 

storytelling through action. 
For individuals, it can also 
function as a tool for self-re-
flection, self-discovery and 
self-creation. 

Léal, who has been LARP-

ing since July 2015 and joined 
Rising Sun in 2019, said that 
by embracing another char-
acter, he can leave behind the 
baggage of his daily, mun-
dane life and become some-
thing else. Léal admitted his 
character, a half-dragon bard 
named Léal Fitzmorgan De 
Junshin, is not too far re-
moved from his own person-
ality but that through role-
playing he is able to embrace 
and exaggerate qualities of 
himself and explore others. 
There is an element of es-
capism to LARP, but perfor-

mance and play also provide 
an opportunity for self-ex-
pression.

“Léal is very much me 
with an emphasis on certain 
characteristics,” Léal said. “I 
am a physicist; Léal is not. 
But the way he treats peo-
ple is very similar to the way 
I treat people, and how he 
thinks about things is also 
very similar.”

While some bards sing, 
others tell stories. Léal the 
bard is a songwriter of sorts – 
he is often humming or whis-
tling “absentminded music,” 
Léal said. More than that, he is 
a lightweaver, someone who is 
able to use music to create pic-
tures made out of light.

LARPing is a creative out-
let for Léal, an extension of 
the kind of imaginative play 
that he used to do as a kid 
but, as an adult, no longer has 
an outlet for. By exercising 
those creative muscles, Léal 
has found that it improves 
his life outside of Rising Sun 
in concrete ways.

“When I do a craft or do 
the combat piece, that moti-
vates me to do other exercises 
or other crafts,” Léal said. I’m 
a grad student at the moment. 
I’m studying physics educa-
tion, so when I look at how 
people learn, I turn it around 
and look at Amtgard and say, 
‘How is this fantasy game 
similar to the science realm?’ 
It’s something that I love so 
much, and it’s something 
where I can experiment with 
understanding different con-
cepts in a space that’s more 
accessible to me right now.”

As one of the more vet-
eran LARPers in Rising Sun, 
Léal is also able to foster this 
kind of creativity in others. 
Mentoring is built into the 
systems of Rising Sun and 
Amtgard. Léal is a squire to a 
knight, which means he has 
two pages that he works with. 
The relationship between a 
squire and their pages can 
vary depending on how much 
time and effort the squire is 
willing to invest, but Léal 
takes the role seriously.

“My pages have a very 
personal relationship with 
me, and they are some of the 
few people that actually get 
to see more of my mundane 
side because that’s meant to 
be a deeper friendship than, 
‘Hey I’m going to teach you 
how to be good at this game 
that we do,’” Léal said. “… My 
relationship with my pages is 
meant to be a very personal 
relationship where I try to 
support them in their mun-
dane stuff as well as their 
Amtgard goals.”

The honorable 
sellsword

Marcus is a man with a 
code, and so is Alex Paris.

A relatively recent recruit 
to Rising Sun, Paris starting 
LARPing in September 2021, 
but he has already estab-
lished himself as one of the 
most committed members of 
the local LARP community. 

At more than 6 feet tall 
and covered in steel armor 
that weighs upward of 15 
pounds, Paris is hard to miss. 
When he swings his foam 
sword, he does so with pur-
pose and technique. It’s not 
surprising considering he 
used to take part in German 
longsword recreation, learn-
ing and practicing actual 
sword fighting techniques. 

After not practicing for 
a few years, Paris was intro-
duced to Rising Sun through 
his wife and immediately 
found a new outlet for a re-
tired passion.

“It takes the basis of 
that original ‘combat’ that I 
learned and brings it into the 
real world,” Paris said. “You 
get to really lose yourself in 
the moment where you are 
that character and you’re in 
that moment and your foam 
shield becomes the wooden 
shield it’s mocked up to be.”

Marcus, the third level 
warrior Paris plays as, is a 
microcosm of Paris’ roleplay-
ing interests. In battle, he is 
meant to be the center of at-
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PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Alex Hu, aka Foameric, and Raine Hoffman, aka Ilia, joined Rising Sun Station in 2019. They currently 
play as a warrior and druid, respectively.

Wednesday, January 26
6:00-8:00 p.m.

RiverRenew Virtual 
Community Listening Session

Register now at bit.ly/CLS-Jan2022

RiverRenew.com
Investing in healthier
waterways for Alexandria

Let's talk tunnels with 
RiverRenew engineers 
and contractors.



tention so that his enemies 
don’t focus on his comrades.

“He’s a bit of a sellsword. 
He has his code of ethics, 
which consists of if he’s paid, 
he’ll do the job. But once he’s 
paid, he’s paid. Nobody can 
go, ‘Oh, I’ll offer you dou-
ble whatever they’re giving 
you,’” Paris said. “… For me, 
it’s more about having fun 
and fighting the right way. … 
If somebody slips and falls, 
he’s not going to run over 
and bop them.”

Paris said he finds his 
thrills in combat and the var-
ious battle games that Boger 
cooks up. In Amtgard, combat 
operates on a location-based 
hit system. A hit to the torso 
is a kill shot, while a limb hit 
means the combatant los-
es the use of that limb. Two 
limb hits also mean death, 
which equates to the play-
er returning to a designated 
area on the battlefield where 
they have to wait for a spe-
cific amount of time before 
reentering the game.

As a warrior, Marcus has 
the ability to wear armor, and 

Paris takes full advantage of 
that. Throughout the week 
he tinkers with his armor, 
some of which he found at 
local Renaissance fairs. In-
game, the armor allows Mar-
cus to take more hits before 
falling in battle.

It’s not all about the bat-
tle for Paris, though. Recall-
ing Feast of the Dead, a king-
dom-wide event that took 
place around Halloween, 
Paris said certain members 
would sign up to serve as 
non-player characters who 
would give players quests 
and the chance to roleplay 
conversations.

“I was watching a scene 
where someone who signed 
up to be [a non player char-
acter] was having this very 
intense confrontation with 
another character,” Paris re-
called. “After [the player] 
stormed off, I engaged [the 
NPC] in a little bit of conver-
sation, and after two or three 
sentences, they were like, 
‘You know what you can do 
for me? Here’s two gold. Go 
kill that character.’ I was like, 
‘Ok, done.’ So, I wandered 
over, stabbed them, walked 

away, and then I met up with 
that character again later, 
magical spells and healing 
being a thing, and they said, 
‘Why did you do it?’ I was like, 
‘I got paid. No hard feelings.’”

Paris said he went into his 
first LARP session assuming 
the combination of roleplay-
ing and rule-heavy combat 
would be overwhelming, but 
instead he almost immediately 
found a new group of friends.

“Even when you’re in the 
middle of the battlefield, 
even when you’re up against 
a new person or someone 
who’s been playing the game 
for 10-plus years, everybody 
is super welcoming and con-
cerned about making sure 
everybody has a great time,” 
Paris said.

“I would say the commu-
nity has been a huge com-
ponent of why I continue to 
come back to Amtgard,” Paris 
added. “You just meet a lot of 
great people, and at the end 
of the day they know me as 
Marcus and that’s all I need 
to be. I don’t need to wor-
ry about anything else. I am 
Marcus when I’m there.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Alex Paris, aka Marcus, has assembled his armor out of Renaissance fair finds and home crafted pieces.
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Delivery and Carry-Out   |   5 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA   |   703-739-6090

$35
Two Course 
Dinner

SCAN TO VIEW

JANUARY 21-30
AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

#ALXRestaurantWeek

SweetFireDonnas.com  | 571.312.7960 

510 John Carlyle Street

BBQ 
for 
TWO

$35Order Online! 

WhiskeyandOyster.com | 703.567.1533
301 John Carlyle Street

DINNER FOR ONE 
 $35 

ORDER ONLINE | RESERVATION THROUGH OPENTABLE

THAI SIGNATURE
$35 per person, 3 Courses  
All day and evening long

www.Thai-Signature.com ssssssss 
703-888-2458 • 722 King St

CHADWICKS
$35 per person 
Starters, sea bass or short 
ribs & dessert! 

Open Mon - Fri from 11 AM to 2 AM 
Open Sat - Sun from 10 AM to 2 AM
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&
$35 Three-Course Prix-Fixe

Dinner for Two 
alexandriataco.com | 703.721.3203

540 John Carlyle Street

ORDER ONLINE! 

BBQ SPREAD
FOR TWO  

$35 
bbqdelray.com | 703.822.5699

2312 Mt. Vernon Ave

ORDER ONLINE!

Enjoy Alexandria Restaurant Week from January 21 
to 30, 2022 and show your support for the city’s large 
community of locally-owned restaurants. 

Special menus will be available in-person at 
participating restaurants, many with heated outdoor 
dining options and more than 50 restaurants will 
also offer to-go options.

DEL RAY CAFE
$35 per person, 3 Courses 
Dine-In or Take-Out

Menu online at delraycafe.com/
our-menus  
703-717-9151 • 205 E. Howell Avenue

FINE INDIAN  
DINING
$35 for two people 
Dine-In or Take-Out 
Check website for details! 

dishesofindia.com • 703-660-6085 
1510-A Belle View Blvd, Alexandria

JUNCTION BAKERY
3 Course Dinner for 2: $35 
Dine-In or Take-Out

www.junctionbakery.com svssssss  
703-436-0025 • 1508 Mt Vernon  
info@junctionbakery.com 
Open Mon - Sun from 7 AM to 9 PM

LENA’S
$35 per person, 3 Course 
Dinner, Prix Fixe Dinner 
Includes our most popular 
new menu items! 

lenaswoodfire.com sssssssssssss  
401 E. Braddock Rd.

MICHAEL’S  
LITTLE ITALY
$35 per person 
Shared Appetizer, Individual 
Neapolitan-style pizza, & 
Bottle of Wine per couple 

www.michaelslittleitaly.com sssssss  
305 S. Washington St, Old Town

SONOMA CELLAR
$35 per person  
Prix Fixe Dinner  
Lunch Prix Fixe for $15 
Dine-In or Curbside

Open Sun - Th from 11 AM to 10  PM 
Open Fri - Sat from 11 AM to 11 PM

SPICE KRAFT  
INDIAN BISTRO
$35 Dinner for 2 
Dine-In or Take-Out

www.spicekraftva.com • 2607 Mt 
Vernon Ave, Alexandria, VA 22301 • 
1135 N Highland St, Arlington,  
VA 22201
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Out of the classroom 
Education section

ACDS students publish short stories

ACPS receives STEM funding for middle school girls
Alexandria City Public 

Schools was awarded $20,000 
from the Community Foundation 
for Northern Virginia’s Business 
Women’s Giving Circle to offer 
the STEMinist Club to middle 
school girls at Jefferson-Hous-
ton PreK-8 IB School and Francis 
Hammond Middle School. The 
STEMinist Club is designed to 
engage historically underserved 
middle school female students 

in STEM enrichment activities to 
spark and nurture an interest in 
and enthusiasm for STEM.

Fifty-five participating middle 
school girls will be immersed in 
weekly one-hour sessions of cod-
ing and robotics and one-hour 
mentoring sessions that will take 
place during the after-school 
LINK Club programs. Not only 
will the girls served by the STEM-
inist Club have the opportunity 

to learn advanced coding and 
robotic skills, but the program 
facilitators, mentors and guest 
speakers will be Black, Hispanic 
and other women of color who 
will serve as positive STEM role 
models to the students. 

The STEMinist Club is made 
possible through partnerships 
with women-led community 
organizations Boolean Girl, Fly 
Minds and Jireh’s Place.

Browne collects 
donations for 
hospitalized children

 Browne Academy’s 
Student Council Associa-
tion recently spearhead-
ed a community-wide 
service project to stock 
Dr. Bear’s Closet at Chil-
dren’s National Medical 
Center.  Dr. Bear’s Clos-
et accepts donations 
including toys, books, 
games, clothing and gift 
cards to bring joy and 
some normalcy to chil-
dren who are hospital-
ized. 

Thanks to the gener-
osity of Browne’s fam-
ilies, the SCA collected 

more than 200 gifts and 
delivered them to the 
hospital, spreading some 
cheer to families who 
need it most. SCA Pres-
ident Rania Beidas was 
grateful for the commu-
nity’s contributions to 
the drive.

“I am so glad that we 
made a huge impact and 
that the kids will have 
items to make them 
happy while they are go-
ing through hard times. 
Thank you to everyone 
for their support,” Beidas 
said.

The middle school years are 
times of adventure and confu-
sion, joy and change. Who bet-
ter to write about this experi-
ence than the experts? 

In the fall, Alexandria 
Country Day School seventh 

graders were challenged by 
their language arts teachers to 
create characters who not only 
felt real but who also faced 
problems that actual middle 
schoolers face every day. The 
resulting collection of engag-

ing and quintessentially mid-
dle school stories, “Friends, 
Foes, and Family: Stories by 
Teens for Teens,” has been 
published and is available 
on Amazon at https://amzn.
to/3rc5kTq.

Browne Academy was 
founded as one of the first ra-
cially integrated schools in 
Virginia and is proud to list 
diversity as one of its core 
values, along with excellence, 
character, and community. 
The school’s highly quali-
fied educators teach an inqui-
ry-based curriculum, provid-
ing students with experiential 
learning opportunities that 
encourage thoughtful ques-
tioning, personal engage-
ment, use of the greater 
community and a deeper 
understanding of the world. 

Browne’s class sizes are 

intentionally small, so that 
faculty can nurture each 
child’s academic, social and 
emotional growth. In addi-
tion to core classes, the cur-
riculum includes art, music, 
innovation, Spanish and P.E. 
Developing the whole child is 
paramount at Browne, espe-
cially during these complicat-
ed times, and all students from 
preschool to eighth grade have 
social emotional learning as a 
key component of their school 
day. 

Throughout their time at 
Browne, students engage in ro-
bust, hands-on projects, such 
as the second grade economics 
fair, third grade famous Amer-
icans speeches and sixth grade 
earthquake resistant build-
ing design and construction, 
all culminating in the eighth 
grade capstone presenta-

tion and graduation speech-
es. Building each year, these 
projects challenge students as 
learners, teach them research 
and teamwork skills and build 
their confidence as public 
speakers. Equipped with this 
formidable educational and 
personal foundation and their 
passion for learning, Browne’s 
students are well prepared to 
thrive in high school and be-
yond. 

Recognized as a Purple Star 
Distinguished School, Browne 
is committed to and support-
ive of military students and 
families. The school also of-
fers year-round opportuni-
ties through its summer and 
school-break camp programs. 

This is advertorial content.

Browne Academy
School Profile

School Name: Browne 
Academy
Address: 5917 Telegraph 
Road, Alexandria, VA 22310
Founded: 1941 
Grades: Preschool 3 
to eighth grade
Number of students: 211
Mission: Browne Academy 
is a diverse independent 
day school committed to 
developing the whole child 
through extraordinary 
teaching, exceptional 
academic programs and a 
nurturing community. We 
empower students to be 
critical thinkers, inspired 
innovators, engaged peers 
and ethical leaders prepared 
with the confidence to 
thrive in a dynamic world.
Website:  
www.browneacademy.org
Contact: Steve Marshall 
and Kara Schutter, 
703-960-3000 or
admission@
browneacademy.org 

AT A GLANCE

PHOTOS/BROWNE ACADEMY



Alexandrian resident 
is a longtime political 
and historical activist 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Katy Cannady was just a 
kid when she attended her 
first rally for then Sen. Ralph 
Yarborough. She had tagged 
along with her parents to a 
church in downtown Fort 
Worth, Texas that was well 
attended, but not so much 
that everyone in the room 
couldn’t line up and talk to 
the politician afterwards. 

When it was Cannady’s turn 
to speak, she told Yarborough 
exactly what was on her mind. 

“He was a distinguished 
middle-aged man with lots 
of energy. I was impressed 
with that,” Cannady recalled. 
“So I said, ‘Mr. Yarborough, 
you should be on television 
to show people your hon-
est face.’ He said, ‘Little girl, 
what is your name?’”

Cannady told him, and 
that moment marked the be-
ginning of a long friendship 
between the two. Whenever 
they crossed paths, Yarbor-
ough would say hello and tell 
her where he’d most recently 
appeared on television. 

Cannady, for her part, 
quickly became enamored with 
the world of politics – not just 
because of Yarborough, who 
still inspires her to this day, but 
also because of how passion-
ately and frequently her par-
ents discussed the topic.

“I think that’s how I end-
ed up in Washington, even 
though I ended up doing lots 
of things that were nonparti-
san political,” Cannady said. 

A longtime resident of Al-

exandria, Cannady would lat-
er go on to serve locally with 
the League of Women Voters, 
Federation of Civic Associa-
tions, the Archeology Com-
mission and Environmental 
Council of Alexandria, but 
she made several formative 
stops along the way.

Cannady was born in Tex-
arkana, Texas in 1942. After 
graduating from high school, 
she enrolled in the University 
of Missouri for journalism, at 
her father’s request, to study 
a discipline she could “actu-
ally do something with.” 

During the summer before 
junior year of college, Cannady 
made her way to Washington 
D.C. for the first time to intern 
with none other than Yarbor-

ough. Around this time, then 
Sen. Richard Russell organized 
several fellow southern sena-
tors to sign the Southern Man-
ifesto, which would effectively 
prohibit integration. Yarbor-
ough, however, refused to sign 
the document. 

Yarborough would go on 
to sign the Civil Rights Act of 
1957 and vocally oppose the 
Vietnam War. 

“As far as I was concerned, 
he was always on the right 
side. … He took a very prin-
cipled stance,” Cannady said. 
“I thought Washington was a 
terribly exciting place, and I 
wanted to come back.” 

She eventually did come 
back in the mid 1960s, work-
ing for many years in the fed-

eral civil service as a writer 
and editor of training man-
uals for various agencies. 
Cannady’s favorite was the 
Bureau of Land Management, 
which cultivated her interest 
in land preservation. 

From topics like bird area re-
habilitation to geographic-spe-
cific flora and fauna, Cannady 
said she was constantly learn-
ing something new. 

“It ended up making me a 
lifelong conservationist,” she 
said. 

A few years later, in 1982, 
Kannady moved to Alexan-
dria. It was also then that Can-
nady joined the local League 
of Women Voters, where she 
served as president.

This landed Cannady in 

something of a predicament, 
however, because although 
she was interested in politics, 
working in the federal civil ser-
vice back then meant that she 
had to remain nonpolitical. 

“The rules were stricter 
when I first worked for the 
government in the 60s. They 
got somewhat more relaxed 
over time, but you were sup-
posed to be a nonpartisan 
person, especially if you were 
representing the league in 
any way,” Cannady said. “You 
were not supposed to indicate 
if you were a Democrat or a 
Republican, and I was careful 
to follow the rules and stay 
out of partisan politics.” 
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Katy Cannady wears many hats 

PHOTO/ANDREW MACDONALD
Katy Cannady has lived in Alexandria since 1982.

PHOTO/CONNIE GRAHAM
Katy Cannady (right) and her sister-in-law Lena Herter Picker (left).
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BETTER WITH AGE

Throughout her time in the 
league, Cannady said that she 
learned a great deal about Vir-
ginia politics. And although 
she generally kept her politi-
cal opinions close to her chest, 
Cannady recalled a particularly 
memorable moment of “rabble 
rousing” when it came to the is-
sue of then Gov. Douglas Wild-
er’s proposal to bring a football 
stadium to Alexandria in 1992. 

A public hearing to discuss 
the topic was not set to begin 
until 10 a.m., but Cannady 
arrived at 8 a.m. to secure a 
speaking spot, since she knew 
it would be a long meeting. 

“I had written out a speech 
and I was going to read it, but 
it seemed obvious to me that 
part of the game was to get the 
audience involved,” Cannady 
said. “Normally, if I speak in 
public I don’t yell … but since 
I had to get the room involved, 

[the General Assembly] had 
to understand that everyone 
in the room hates this idea, 
which was pretty much true.”

So, Cannady walked up to 
the podium in the middle of 
the Cora Kelly gymnasium 
and yelled her way through 
the speech. 

The crowd would cheer at 
the end of every paragraph, 
making it difficult for Can-
nady to finish her speech. 
Instead of reading her last 
paragraph, she ad-libbed the 
end of her speech in a race 
against the timer.

“The cheering crowd took 
up a good bit of time, but they 
served their purpose just as 
much as I did. I yelled, one 
more time, ‘Save the gover-
nor from himself!’” Cannady 
said. “ … It was one of the 
most rabble rousing days we 
had in Alexandria.”

The project in question, the 
proposed Jack Kent Cooke Sta-

dium at Potomac Yard, did not 
end up coming to pass. 

A woman of many inter-
ests, Cannady has served on 
a variety of boards, groups 
and commissions in the city, 
one of her favorites being the 
Archeology Commission.

“All of it is fascinating: the 
real serious history of here and 
now and oddball history from 
the middle ages,” Cannady 
said, who considers herself 
nearly an expert on pre-Co-
lumbian Mexico after receiv-

ing a book from her mother at 
age 7 about Mexican history. 

“I learned a lot about local 
history and became very in-
terested in the preservation 
of our history. It’s so unique, 
so that was a passion of mine 
for many years,” Cannady 
said.  She left the commis-
sion a few years ago. 

These days, Cannady lives in 
an Old Town apartment, where 
she recently moved after selling 
her home in Rosemont. She still 
closely follows the happenings in 

Alexandria, expressing concern 
for the future of preservation.

She claimed the city 
doesn’t place a high enough 
value on preserving Alexan-
dria’s history, for example. 
She is also worried about a 
lack of local and national 
emphasis on environmental 
preservation. In the city, she 
advocated for the increase of 
pervious surfaces rather than 
pavement in order to mitigate 
longstanding flooding issues. 

But there is a way to 
change this, Cannady em-
phasized: exercising one’s 
right to vote. 

“It’s very important for all 
adult human citizens to care 
about what goes on in pol-
itics, especially at the local 
level,” Cannady said. “A lot of 
stuff can happen and you can 
be just totally unaware of it if 
you don’t pay attention and 
value the right to vote.” 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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A lot of stuff can happen 
and you can be just 

totally unaware of it if you 
don’t pay attention and 
value the right to vote.”

– Katy Cannady

Call 1-800-746-1459 or visit RetirementVirginia.com.

Get your  
FREE brochure!

Vibrant Senior Living in All Seasons

At Ashby Ponds and Greenspring, weather won’t disrupt your day!  
Enjoy independent living, plus amenities to help you stay active and secure.

18
72
50



Taking the pedal off the metal
When should older adults 
stop driving? 
BY CEDAR DVORIN

You may have gotten your driver’s 
license the day you turned 16. By the 
time you retire, you 
could have driven dai-
ly for more than half a 
century. But for some 
people, there comes a 
time in the aging pro-
cess when driving be-
comes dangerous.

“On the whole, old-
er drivers are safe,” Dr. 
Marian Betz, an expert 
in healthy aging at 
the University of Col-
orado, Anschutz Medical Campus, 
said. “They tend to drive slower than 
younger drivers and have a lot of ex-
perience.”

But some health conditions com-
mon with aging may make it risk-

ier to get behind the wheel. Stiffer 
joints and weaker muscles can make 
it harder to steer or brake safely. Eye 
diseases and some medications can 
cause vision problems. Hearing loss 
can blunt the sounds of horns or si-

rens. And cognitive 
changes, even mild 
ones, may impair quick 
decisions behind the 
wheel.

Deciding to stop 
driving can be emo-
tionally challenging 
for older adults, ac-
cording to Betz. 

“Many people see 
their car as a marker of 
independence. Giving 

up the privilege of driving can feel 
like a real loss,” Betz said.

People often depend on cars to get 
them to and from the activities they 
enjoy, or to see the people they care 
about. No longer driving can lead to 

isolation. That’s why it’s important 
to have a plan for alternative trans-
portation.

“We don’t want older adults isolat-

ed and shut in,” Betz said. “We want 
people to be emotionally and socially 
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BETTER WITH AGE

CEDAR 
DVORIN FILE PHOTO

Driving affords older adults independence, but some health conditions common 
among seniors can also make it risky.

SEE DRIVING | 18

What makes us extraordinary? Those moments 
of joy, the sense of belonging, that true connection 
shared with friends and neighbors. Can you sense 
the possibilities?

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
REHABILITATION & SKILLED NURSING

5100 Fillmore Avenue • Alexandria, VA 22311
washingtonhouse.watermarkcommunities.com

Ab workouts sure do 
look different this year.

Scan with phone camera, or visit 
wrcsenses.com/washingtonhouse.

Call 703-291-0188 to 
schedule your private tour.
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connected, as well as be able 
to get out and exercise.”

Feeling disconnected can 
lead to poorer health. Studies 
have shown that loneliness 

and social isolation are linked 
to higher risks for some 
health problems, including 
heart disease, depression and 
cognitive decline.

There are many alterna-
tives to driving. Some ar-

eas provide free or low-cost 
bus or taxi services for older 
adults. Some communities 
offer a carpool service or 
scheduled trips to stores or 
the doctor. Rideshare service 
may also be an option. Your 
local Area Agency on Aging 
can help you find services. 
Call 1-800-677-1116 or go 
to eldercare.acl.gov to learn 
more.

Betz and her colleagues 
are currently testing an on-
line tool to help older adults 
and their families make deci-
sions about driving.

While Betz said they’re 
not telling people to stop 
driving, they hope to make 
people feel comfortable and 
empowered when they do de-
cide to stop driving. 

“That makes such a de-
cision more likely to stick,” 
Betz said.

Options for getting things 
done without leaving the 

house have also boomed 
recently. Grocery delivery, 
telehealth visits and online 
social hours can reduce the 
need to drive every day.

Online options can’t — 
and shouldn’t — replace ev-
erything, according to Betz. 

“But some of these things 
are good solutions for peo-
ple to reduce their need to 
drive,” Betz said.

The City of Alexandria 
offers several transportation 
options. DASH is now free 
to all users. DOT is the City 
of Alexandria’s specialized 
transportation service for 
residents of the city and vis-
itors who cannot use regular 
transit buses or rail due to 
their disability. 

Beginning Jan. 1, 2022, all 
DOT trips within the City of 
Alexandria and to/from the 
Pentagon are free. Fares will 
still be collected for trips 
starting or ending outside of 

Alexandria. Trips less than 
five miles outside of city lim-
its will be $4 each way, and 
trips more than five miles 
outside of City limits will be 
$6 each way. Call 703-746-
4084 for more information. 

The Division of Aging and 
Adult Services also offers 
the Senior Taxi Yellow Card 
Program, a discounted trans-
portation option for City of 
Alexandria residents age 60 
and older who have a yearly 
household income of $48,508 
or less. Eligible adults may 
obtain the application at 
www.alexandriava.gov/Ag-
ing or call 703-746-5999 for 
more information.

For more information 
about aging and driving, visit 
www.nih.gov/health-infor-
mation.

The writer is a member of the 
Alexandria Commission on Ag-

ing’s Transportation Committee.
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CALL (703) 688-8050 TO SCHEDULE A SAFE & PRIVATE TOUR TODAY! 
www.FalconsLanding.org   |   Falcons Landing is proud to be a non-profit Life Plan Community.

settle for
The Johnson Center at Falcons Landing is home to an Assisted Living community, 
a beautiful Memory Care neighborhood and a five-star Skilled Nursing unit, which 
was named in the U.S. News World Report as a Best Nursing Home. Falcons 
Landing also offers assisted living in our West Falls Center. Experience  
exceptional care in a modern and luxurious community designed to  
deliver residents with an unmatched level of service.

Serving our Alexandria 
neighbors ages 55+

703.231.0824  
www.athomeinalexandria.org
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‘Blue stockings’
Women fight for
the right to equal 
education
BY GAYLE CONVERSE  

AND PAT MILLER

When 17th century wom-
en’s rights advocate Mar-
garet Brent owned much of 
the land upon which Alex-
andria sits today, she might 
not have imagined that more 
than a century later, a parcel 
would become the site for 
the first all-girl’s school in 
Virginia.

In 1812, the first floor 
of the building at 218 N. 
Columbus St. was the loca-
tion of the Free School for 
Girls, the first designated 
free school for females in 
the Commonwealth.  It was 
funded by the Washington 
Society and Elizabeth Wash-
ington of Hayfield, Virginia, 
who dedicated her funds for 
girls only: “I confine this 
donation to my own sex, 
because I believe that hu-
man happiness has material 
dependence upon our mor-
al and religious worth,” she 
said.

Beginning 26 years ear-
lier, girls had attended the 
Alexandria Academy – at the 
ratio of four boys to one girl. 

The colonies and then the 
nation initially made little 

provision for the education 
of women.   

There were the “dame 
schools” of the 1700s, ele-
mentary classrooms taught 
by women, and seminaries, 
the primary alternative for 
women who wished to earn 
a higher degree for teach-
er training, but women and 
girls were generally believed 
to be intellectually inferior. 
Education in non-domestic 
subjects was thought to put 
at risk girls’ preparation for 
their “natural” role as wives 
and mothers. Only a small 
percentage of girls attended 
town schools or academies. 
When girls were admitted to 
town schools, they usually 
were welcomed only when 
boys did not attend, for ex-
ample on holidays or during 
summer months.  

Notwithstanding the 
seminary option, most fe-
male students were pre-
vented from pursuing high-
er education until the 19th 
century. Before the gender 
desegregation of academia, 
only a small number of wom-
en, usually from wealthy 
or well-educated families, 
graduated from universities. 

Through the mid-1960s, 
most American female stu-

PHOTO/GAYLE CONVERSE
The former site of the Free School for Girls, located at 218 N. Columbus St.SEE STOCKINGS | 20

 
 



20 | JANUARY 20, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

The Other Alexandria

dents were guided via home 
economics and typing class-
es into four occupational 
choices: secretarial work, 
nursing, teaching or moth-
erhood.  

Many campuses began 
to change 50 years ago with 
the passage of Title IX of 
the Education Amendments 
Act of 1972, which protects 
students from discrimina-
tion on the basis of sex in 
educational programs that 
receive federal financial as-
sistance. The Women’s Edu-
cational Equity Act followed 
in 1974. 

Despite these two piec-
es of landmark legislation, 
barriers continued, predom-
inantly for women of color. 
For example, even though 
Yale University began ad-
mitting women to its grad-

uate school in 1892, the 
law school did not graduate 
its first African-American 
woman until almost 40 years 
later.

It was no better across the 
pond: Women who wanted 
to enroll in college in Great 
Britain were often called 
“blue stockings,” a deroga-
tory term for an educated 
woman considered “unmar-
riage-able.” The term was 
based on the “Blue Stocking 
Society,” a group of intel-
lectual women in the late 
1700s.

The Little Theatre of Al-
exandria will dramatize the 
story of four women fighting 
for an education set against 
the backdrop of the women’s 
suffrage movement in Great 
Britain in “Blue Stockings.” 
Shows start Feb. 26 and run 
until March 19.

Back in the United States, 

more women than men have 
attended college since the 
late 1970s. According to the 
National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics, the percent-
age of women enrolled in 
U.S. colleges and universi-
ties has steadily increased 

from 29% in 1947 to 57.1% 
in 2021. Women have sur-
passed men in the number 
of bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees conferred annually. 
Today, the same is true re-
garding doctorate degrees. 
According to the American 

Council on Education, in 
2016, three out of 10 college 
presidents were women.  

Throughout our history, 
classrooms have been under 
the care of female teachers. 
The number of women who 
work in the education pro-
fession has risen: Currently, 
77.5% of full-time Alexan-
dria City Public Schools em-
ployees are women. From 
the school on Columbus 
Street to leadership on local 
school boards, administra-
tions and in the classroom, 
Alexandria’s women have 
certainly graduated with 
honors.

The writers are found-
ers of Alexandria Celebrates 

Women, a nonprofit that 
highlights influential women 
throughout the city’s history. 

Contact them at AlexandriaCel-
ebratesWomen@gmail.com.
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Join Alexandria Celebrates 
Women on March 8, 2022 for 
the Little Theatre of Alexandria 
production of “Blue Stockings.” 
For more information, visit 
http://thelittletheatre.com.
The March 8 show is a 
fundraiser performance. Funds 
will benefit the Alexandria 
Domestic Violence Safehouse. 
For ticket information, 
contact Pat Miller at 
AlexandriaCelebratesWomen@
gmail.com.

The fundraiser is limited to 

144 seats. All patrons are 
required to wear a mask, even 
if vaccinated, for the duration 
of the performance as well as 
provide proof of vaccination 
against COVID-19 or provide 
proof of a negative COVID-19 
test result within the previous 
72 hours. Proof of vaccination 
or test can be a physical copy 
or digital photograph of your 
vaccination/test record.

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

Buyers seeking outdoor 
and indoor space located close 
to transportation, restaurants 
and retail should consider this 
five bedroom, 3.5 bath colonial 
in Wilton Woods. Hardwood 
floors throughout the main 
and upper levels, three fire-
places, custom moldings and 

an oversized garage reflect 
the character of this home.  

The sun flooded foyer 
opens onto a large living room 
on one side and a library/study 
on the other. The dining room 
is perfectly sized for holiday 
gatherings. The kitchen is 
updated with stainless appli-

ances and granite counter 
tops, and the adjoining break-
fast room brings the outside 
in through its bay window. 
Within sight of the kitchen is 
the family room with its wall-
to-wall stone fireplace.  French 
doors lead to an outdoor area 
perfect for alfresco dining with 

a small fishpond nearby.  
The upper level, with its 

five bedrooms, includes a 
laundry room. The primary 
bedroom is large with an 
ensuite bath, two walk-in clos-
ets, sitting area and storage. 

Downstairs is the rec 
room with ample space for 

exercise, play equipment, a 
family room with fireplace, 
bonus room and a doorway to 
the backyard.

This home is two houses 
away from the Memorial Gar-
den offering a community 
meeting place and a space for 
reflection. 

Left: This Wilton Woods home provides plenty of outdoor and indoor space.
Middle: French doors lead to the patio and backyard.
Right: The home is located two houses away from a memorial garden, which serves as a community meeting place and space for 
quiet reflection. 

Five bedrooms in Wilton Woods

COURTESY PHOTOS

Address: 3804 Ivanhoe 
Lane, Alexandria, VA 22310
Neighborhood: Wilton Woods
Price: $915,000
Square footage: 4430
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 3 Full, 1 Half
Year built: 1979
Contact:
Catherine Foltz 
Coldwell Banker Realty
Catherine.Foltz@CBRealty.com 
CatherineFoltz.CBintouch.com
703-626-6914



REVERSAL OF FORTUNE by Val Melius, edited by David Steinberg

Weekly Words
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ACROSS
1 Shells in an Italian seafood 

dish, say?
6 Expert
9 ___ diem
14 Manager of corp. accounts
17 Cookies in many crosswords
18 ___ Vegas
19 Stuffed Indian pastry
20 Plasma globe, e.g.
21 Chicks’ noises
22 Michael Jordan’s Tarheel 

State sch.
23 Movie theaters
24	 Brisbane	bouncer,	briefly
25 Phablet released in 2014 

(In this clue’s answer, see 
letters 15-12)

29 Some med. drama sets
30 Juliet’s boo
31 “Sherlock” network, in the 

U.K.
32 Happen without effort
37 “Disco Inferno” refrain (... 

letters 11-8)
43 In a crowd of
44 Shaves
46 Eye, in Ibiza
47 “Don’t move, Fido!”
48 D.C. MLB player
49	 “Wreck-It	___”	(2012	film)
51 Commenced
53 Allen of “Assembly Required”

54 Comfortably wealthy (... 
letters 9-6)

58 Company concerned with 
fake reviews

59 “That’s too bad,” old-style
60 What slip-ons lack
61 Heron’s habitat
62 Oodles
63 Hesitates
64 Source of Pringles
66	 Fireplace	flakes
69 Font with a Narrow style
70 Practical folks
74 Gas in Sin City signs
75 Parting words (... letters 14-

10)
78 Explosive letters
79 Enjoys a short break
80 Elizabeth of “Avengers: End-

game”
81 Anti-piracy warning org.
82 Smidgen
84 “Whaddaya know!”
85 Come clean about
87 Ducks’ are webbed
88 Broke the ice with humor (... 

letters 9-6)
92 Singers’ charity events
95	 “Families	of	the	Mafia”	chan-

nel
96 Coins in Cologne
98 Name within “admiral”
99 Does everything possible, or 

a theme hint
109 Know-it-___
110 Enjoyed a short break
111 “Found it!”
112 Potions professor at Hogwarts
113 ___ with caution
114 Less distant
115 Dark ‘n’ Stormy liquor
116 Conversation focus
117 Some, in French
118 Word before “thy father”
119 “I don’t know how ___ does it!”
120 IHOP serving
DOWN
1 Bubble Wrap noises
2 Cross-section calculation
3 Look to be
4 Odds-on favorite
5 Make certain
6 Outlet insert
7 Sounded like a phone
8 Muppet who sang “I Love 

Trash”
9 V formation?
10 “Preach it!”
11 Longtime Cowboys QB Tony
12 H.S. exam
13 Slip past
14	 Netflix	subscriber,	often
15 Its legs go into the dish 

swikee
16 “Island Prelude” woodwind
19 Philly NBA player

23 “The Rebel” author Albert
26 Surveillance grp.
27 Lung division
28 Subsides
32 “Zip your lip!”
33 Many a Muscat Festival 

attendee
34 Oven gloves
35 Paintball sounds
36 Like most lapdogs
38 Not genuine
39 A wee bit open
40 Very thin
41 Trains travel on them
42 Minor nature goddess
45 P, in Greek
49 Seized autos
50 Landed
51 Bend under pressure
52 Some seek a more perfect 

union
55 Van ___ (“Jump” band)
56 Waves wildly
57 Bygone legal drama with 

Susan Dey
58 “Feel me?”
61 1998 Disney role for Ming-Na 

Wen
63 Londoner, e.g.
64	 Handles	efficiently
65 Spread written with two 

accents
66 Piece of mischief

67 Mister, in Managua
68 Spicy Mexican foods
69 Offshore
70 Artifact
71 Not as dangerous
72 Asian land where “The Gold-

en Child” is set
73 Peevish moods
75 Impulse
76 Requirement
77 Parent celebrated in May
83 Last part of “The Tempest”
85 Ohio rubber city
86 Cole of “Black-ish”
87 “Don’t worry,” biblically
89 Gripe
90 King’s card?
91 Word before “space” or 

“planet”
93 Minor quibble
94 Pizza leftovers, perhaps
97 Scorches
99 Praise to the skies
100 “What ___ is new?”
101 By oneself
102 “Shanghai ___” (2000 mar-

tial arts Western)
103 “And I should care because ...?”
104 “Nah!”
105 Thelma or Louise
106 California wine region
107 Movie such as “Gladiator”
108 Backyard barbecue site

DOUGLAS COOK, (65), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 9, 2022

OLIVER CRANE, (82), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 14, 2022

BETTY O’KEEFE, (88), of Alexandria, Jan. 8, 2022

ARTHUR OWENS, (74), of Alexandria, Jan. 9, 2022

ANTHONY SCINTA, (100), of Alexandria, Jan. 13, 2022

KALEB SOLDZ, (31), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 1, 2022

JAMES WINKLER, (87), of Alexandria, Jan. 7, 2022

DEATH NOTICES
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Our View

Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson

PHOTO/JIM RING
A January sunset over National Harbor taken from an Alexandria house.

Your favorite places 
need you during 
restaurant week

Opinion
22 | JANUARY 20, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Pro-student, not 
anti-police

To the editor: 
Restaurant Week starts on Friday and runs for 

10 days through Jan. 30. If there was ever a time 
that your local restaurants needed you, it’s now.  

Omicron, supply chain issues, staffing 
shortages and higher food costs have com-
bined to create a huge new challenge to our 
restaurant community. Nationally, the Inde-
pendent Restaurant Coalition reports that 
nearly 60% of restaurants reported that sales 
decreased by more than half in December 
2021. The Restaurant Revitalization Fund has 
been exhausted, and of those without access, 
one in four restaurants face eviction and near-
ly 50% face bankruptcy.

Fortunately, Alexandria has fared better, in 
large part due to community support and ad-
aptations by our restaurateurs and their staff. 
Expanded curbside pickup, meals to-go and 
outdoor winter dining are all widely available 
to us. If you choose to dine inside, remember 
to mask up when not eating, and thank your 
restaurant for the widely practiced spacing and 
vaccination standards they have implemented.

However you choose to participate, this is the 
week to step up and make sure that our restau-
rant community stays strong and knows that we 
have their back. Thanks and bon appetit!

-Patricia Washington,
president and CEO,

Visit Alexandria 

To the editor:
I am writing to share my concerns 

about the school resource officer is-
sue. Specifically, a recent letter in the 
Alexandria Times, “Public debate, 
private scheming,” misrepresents lo-
cal efforts to reduce policing and ex-
pand counseling in our schools. Re-
imagining public safety both in and 
outside of our schools will be neces-
sary if we are to protect Alexandria’s 
children from the school-to-prison 
pipeline. The United States has 4.3% 
of the world’s population and 19.2% 
of the world’s prisoners, according to 
the Institute for Crime & Justice Pol-
icy Research.

The desire of groups like Tenants 
and Workers United, Grassroots Alex-
andria and Racial Justice Alexandria to 
see Alexandria’s children reach college 
instead of prison isn’t “ideologically 
anti-police,” it is logically pro-student. 
We need holistic, student-centered, 
restorative practices, supported by 
clear metrics and reporting.

As we move forward, we should all 
request that Alexandria City Public 
Schools clearly report on racial dispar-
ities in school suspensions and active-
ly work to reduce these disparities.

-Jonathan Krall,
Alexandria

Just say ‘no’ to loans 
for developers

The city of Alexandria has no business financing private, for-profit 
development. 

And yet, City Council is likely to approve taxpayer support of a 
for-profit, private luxury hotel at Saturday’s public hearing. We think this 
is wrong on multiple fronts: optically, philosophically and practically.

The optics of providing $21 million in tax dollars to a private de-
veloper to build a luxury hotel in Alexandria’s richest neighborhood – 
while our overworked and understaffed police officers and firefighters 
are begging for a pay raise – is appalling. How could city leaders be so 
tone deaf to even consider this proposal at a time when public safety, 
the first function of government, is so underfunded?

According to staff documents for Saturday’s public hearing, the City 
of Alexandria is offering to finance a loan for 30% of a $69.6 million 
development project from taxpayer dollars for this project. This is $20.9 
million dollars that could surely be put to better use either in the city or 
back in resident’s wallets. 

The public hearing document lists the developer as one “J. River 699 
Prince Street LLC.” While we haven’t yet found specific information 
about this LLC, the D.C. development firm May Riegler, which accord-
ing to a 2019 CityBizList article had “created more than 600 million in 
value,” calls this project “Heron” on its website and says May Riegler is 
the developer.

Contrast the city giving a $21 million loan to a for-profit company with 
the abysmal pay status of Alexandria’s first responders. To recap a few sta-
tistics: Part one crime in Alexandria has risen by 17% in the past two years, 
while police staffing has declined by 10%, according to Marcus Downey, 
vice president of IUPA Local 5. Additionally, Downey says the Alexandria 
Police Department’s starting salary ranks 23rd out of 24 Northern Virginia 
jurisdictions, even after the recent increase by City Council.

The first responder staffing shortage is so pronounced that Alex-
andria firefighters are being forced to work an average of 56 hours per 
week, compared to the regional average of 42 hours, Josh Turner, presi-
dent of the IAFF Local 2141 union, told the Times in October 2021.

Government funding of private, for-profit development is also plain wrong. 
It’s not a proper or just function of government, particularly local 

government, to fund private sector business ventures. The only way to 
keep public sector spending, that is residents’ tax dollars, under some 
semblance of control is to follow the “air, water, food” metaphor for 
spending. Government should definitely fund “air” functions, that is, 
those that are most essential for survival. Public safety is at the top of 
that list, followed by education and transportation.

Public funding of a wealthy developer isn’t even at the bottom of 
the “food” category. Anything this far down should not be paid for with 
public funds at all.

For all of its flaws, our market-based economy is pretty efficient. 
Where there is profit to be made there is usually a company ready and 
eager to step in. The fact that apparently developers don’t want to, or 
can’t, fund a luxury hotel at this site without government assistance 
means building it isn’t a good business decision.

Individuals and cities have many things we want, or think would 
be nice. It would likely be nice to have a luxury hotel at 699 Prince St. 
However, it wouldn’t be wise or right or appropriate for the City of Al-
exandria to fund it.



Lessons in leadership
BY BRYAN PORTER 

I would like to share some valuable 
lessons I have learned during my 27 years 
in law enforcement as a police officer, as-
sistant prosecutor and elected 
Commonwealth’s Attorney.  

One month into my first 
term as the District Attorney, 
I caught what can only be de-
scribed as a “once in a career 
case.” A serial killer, Charles 
Severance, angry over a cus-
tody dispute, began ambush-
ing strangers by knocking on 
their front doors during daylight hours.

Outstanding police work by Al-
exandria detectives led to an arrest, 
but the case was circumstantial. 
The media descended on my office. 
I was overwhelmed by the amount 
of scrutiny, stress and tension ac-
companying that case. Everyone 
seemed to expect I would instinc-
tively know how to steer the mat-
ter to a successful conclusion, but 
I sincerely doubted whether I pos-
sessed the skill and acumen to do 
so. 

This article is not about that in-
vestigation. Instead, it is about the 
leadership lessons I learned from the 
experience. Given the number of les-
sons I personally learned, my obser-
vations on leadership will be divided 
into a series of articles, with the first 
installment below.

Leadership is about making 
difficult decisions. 

At the risk of simplifying the 
myriad challenges confronting 
those in leadership roles,  a leader’s 
job could be distilled into one con-
cept: making difficult decisions. 
Certainly, there are attendant ex-
pectations: A leader should arrive 
at his or her decisions by a thought-
ful and dispassionate process and, 
once a decision has been made, 
should inspire others to implement 
the decision by explaining their 
vision. But the definition of lead-
ership is an ability to consistently 
make difficult decisions in difficult 
circumstances. 

Decisions must be reasoned 
and dispassionate.  

People who are considered good 
leaders do not usually display impul-
sivity. Knee-jerk reactions and “flying 

off the handle” imply a lack 
of thoughtfulness and an in-
ability to handle stressful sit-
uations. True leaders project 
a sense of calm and reason in 
the eye of adversity.  

Supervisees thrive when 
their leaders employ a deci-
sion-making process involv-
ing the inclusion of diverse 

ideas. A leader should inculcate a “team 
of rivals” approach in which he or she en-
courages their staff to express diverging 
views and should stress that all potential 
avenues for action will be considered in 
reaching a decision. When a decision is 
taken, the leader should explain the rea-
sons for the decision to their team.

Above all else, leaders should strive 
for consistency in their decision-mak-
ing process. Supervisees desperately 
want a fair system of rewards and pun-
ishment, and they thrive in an envi-
ronment in which their leaders make 
decisions without fear of consequenc-
es or favor to any person or faction.

You must have thick skin. 
As a leader is promoted through-

out their career, they obviously take 
on weightier responsibilities. As the 
gravity of decisions to be made grows 
in intensity, so does the number of 
people who may be unhappy with 
the decisions made. Supervisors who 
make decisions based on pleasing 
the greatest number of people will 
never be accepted as true leaders. 

A leader applies a thoughtful pro-
cess, makes the best decision possible 
in light of the circumstances and under-
stands the decision has likely displeased 
someone. Leadership requires making 
the best decision, owning it and being 
able to articulate one’s reasoning. 

Next month, I will look at some 
more practical lessons I have learned 
over the course of my career. 

The writer is Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Alexandria.

Justice Matters 
with Bryan Porter

BRYAN PORTER
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My View |  Denise Dunbar

Fantasy football 
drives me nuts

Careful readers may remember 
that this time last year I wrote a 
recap of my initial foray into that 
time consuming rabbit hole called 
fantasy football. Being a die-hard 
baseball fan, but an indifferent 
football observer, it was a crash 
course in NFL players and the strat-
egies behind building and 
playing a fantasy football 
team. 

Despite some ups and 
downs, last year I finished 
last in a family league that 
comprised four members 
of my immediate family, 
three members of my sis-
ter’s family and, yes, our 
86-year-old mother. Because I’m 
wildly competitive, the last-place 
finish was super aggravating, and I 
spent way too much time analyzing 
what went wrong.

When we drafted this year, the 
initial computer-generated assess-
ment from the NFL said my team 
was projected to go 15-0 in the reg-
ular season and my sister’s 0-15. 
A die-hard Cowboys fan, my sister 
staked her fortunes on the half doz-
en Dallas players on her roster. It 
was a great gamble, as the Cowboys 
had a tremendous regular season, 
leading my sister to finish first, just 
ahead of my team. 

We met three times during the 
regular season. I barely won the 
first matchup, and she easily won 
the next two. So, it was only fitting 
that we met in week 17 in the fan-
tasy football Super Bowl. 

There’s no sugar-coating the 
fact that I utterly blew it in the final 
game. 

I had five really good wide re-
ceivers, which means two had to sit 
on the bench, because in our league 
three receivers is the most you can 
play in one game. One of those re-
ceivers collecting splinters for me 
was Ja’Marr Chase of the Cincinna-
ti Bengals. So of course, in week 17 
Chase not only had the most points 
of any player in the league, embar-

rassingly, he had the most points of 
any player in any game all season 
– a whopping 66.6.

How could I have made such a 
bad decision? Well, in the seven 
previous weeks Chase played, he 
had less than 10 points three times, 
including a pitiful 1.3 points just 

two weeks prior. I pre-
fer consistent players to 
boom or bust types. 

Despite that epic mis-
take, I still was positioned 
to win if my final receiver 
got 17.1 points. I had one 
receiver – Justin Jefferson 
of the Vikings – playing 
Sunday night, and anoth-

er, Dionte Johnson of the Steelers, 
playing Monday night. I could only 
start one of them though as my 
third and final receiver. The points 
target was clear because my sister’s 
entire team was finished by Sunday 
afternoon. 

Justin or Dionte? Jefferson or 
Johnson? I went back and forth. 
And back and forth.

Jefferson was much better than 
Dionte throughout the season. In 
fact, he was the best player not 
named Tom Brady on my entire 
team. But, in this particular game, 
Dionte had a better matchup. The 
Vikings’ starting quarterback was 
out, the backup quarterback was 
not great, and I thought the Vikings 
would have trouble getting the ball 
to Jefferson. Conversely, Monday 
night was Steelers quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger’s last home game in 
an illustrious career. I thought he 
would go out with a bang, and Di-
onte was his best receiver.

My gut said play Dionte. I had 
him in my starting lineup until five 
minutes before the Sunday night 
game started. At the last, I subbed 
him out for Jefferson. It was a de-
fensible decision. Unfortunately, 
Jefferson wound up with only 11.8 
points.

And Dionte? He got 17.1 on the 
nose. 

DENISE DUNBAR



Denise Dunbar 
Publisher & Executive Editor 

ddunbar@alextimes.com  

 
Cody Mello-Klein 

Editor  
cmelloklein@alextimes.com 

 
Olivia Anderson 

Reporter 
oanderson@alextimes.com 

 
Margaret Stevens  

Sales Director 
mstevens@alextimes.com

 
Patrice V. Culligan 
Publisher Emerita 

pculligan@alextimes.com 

ALEXTIMES LLC 
Denise Dunbar 

Managing Partner

The Ariail family 
Suzanne Brock 

William Dunbar

HOW TO REACH US 
110 S. Pitt St. 

Alexandria, VA 22314  
703-739-0001 (main) 
703-739-0120 (fax) 
www.alextimes.com

CONTRIBUTORS 

Kim Gilliam 

Allison Hageman 

Dawn Hoiem 

Louise Krafft  

Sarah Liu 

Jim McElhatton 

Brenna O’Donnell 

Dr. Vivek Sinha  

Jordan Wright

ADVERTISING
Margaret Stevens 

mstevens@alextimes.com 

Marty DeVine 
mdevine@alextimes.com

Patrice V. Culligan 
pculligan@alextimes.com  

 
 

Tina Franco 
Office Administrator 

tfranco@alextimes.com

Weekly Poll

This Week  
What do you think of Alexandria schools Superintendent 
Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.’s decision to maintain the 
mask requirement, despite new Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s 
ban on mask mandates in public schools?

Last Week  
What do you think of the new ACPS plan to 
assess whether classes should be held in person 
or remotely?

A) I think localities should comply with all state mandates, 
even if they disagree. 
B) I think Hutchings was right to defy the mandate. 
C) I’m not sure.

44% It’s totally confusing.
24% It’s great!
24% I don’t love it, but ACPS’ hands were tied by the state law.
7% I’m not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Alexandria’s first electric street lights
In 2016, the City of Alex-

andria began to replace its 
electric street lamps with LED 
bulbs. The previous lamps in 
the Old and Historic District 
were installed during Alexan-
dria’s urban renewal project in 
1968. 

Alexandria’s first electric 
street lamps were switched 
on in 1889, as 40 street lamps, 
powered by the city’s new 
electrical plant, illuminated 
the city. For context, the first 
major metropolis to have elec-
tric street lamps was Paris, 
which first turned its switches 
on in 1878.

The Sept. 17, 1889 Alex-
andria Gazette chronicled the 
first use of the new

street lamps, saying:
“At 7:30 o’clock last night, 

at the city gas works, Mayor 
(Ethelbert) Downham opened 
the throttle of the engine of 
the new electric light plant … 
in a twinkling upwards of for-
ty, of the sixty, lamps which 
are to illuminate this city 
blazed forth.”

The newspaper noted the 
omission of a formal ceremo-
ny for the occasion. It men-
tioned that residents gathered 
at the intersections where the 
lamps were suspended. A loud 
cheer came from “the young-
er portion of the crowd” when 
“a steady, almost white light” 
shone from the city’s latest 
public work. 

Perhaps just as interesting 
to its 1889 readers as its de-
scription of the lights was the 
Gazette’s description of the new 
powerplant that powered the 
lights. The paper admired the 
“Beck 84 horse-power engine, 
a 100 horsepower boiler of the 
same patent, … and all the other 
necessary appliances.”

Interestingly, despite the 
success of the streetlights, 
Downham returned to his 
role on City Council after his 
term expired in 1891. His son 
Robert’s major contribution 
as a trustee of the Friendship 
Firehouse Association was to 
move, perhaps coincidentally, 
that the association purchase 
electric lights for the building. 

The alley next to the Friend-
ship Firehouse Museum is 
now named for the Downham 
family.

The new LED streetlights 
reduce energy consumption 
by 90%. More than 3,800 of 
Alexandria’s street lamps have 
been retrofitted, which makes 
up more than 40%of the city’s 
lights in total. The remaining 
streetlights in the city’s right 
of way are scheduled for ret-
rofitting in 12 to 18 months. 
Who knows when this latest 
version of progress will be 
considered historical?

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Street lights in Old Town.



JANUARY 21

ALEXANDRIA RESTAURANT 
WEEK Enjoy Alexandria Restau-
rant Week from Jan. 21 to 30, 
2022 and show support for the 
city’s large community of local-
ly owned restaurants. For 10 
days and two weekends, more 
than 60 restaurants in Alexan-
dria will offer a $35 prix fixe 
dinner for one or two people. 
Special menus will be avail-
able in-person at participating 
restaurants, many with heated 
outdoor dining options and 
more than 50 restaurants will 
also offer to-go options.
Time: Varies
Location: Varies
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/restau-
rants/restaurant-week/

JANUARY 22

MONSTER FANTASY SOAP-MAK-
ING WORKSHOP Learn to create 
little monster fantasy soaps in 
the shape of dinosaurs, unicorns 
and more using a moisturizing 
shea butter base, premium fra-
grance oils and fun, skin-safe 
colorants. While the freshly 
poured soaps harden, partici-
pants can decorate their very 
own gift box with a medium of 
their choice. Take the gift box 
and handcrafted scented soaps 
home at the end of this work-
shop. Face masks must be worn 
by all while visiting the Del Ray 
Artisans Gallery. This workshop 
is held in conjunction with the 
“Little Monsters” art exhibit.
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: 2704 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Information: https://
delrayartisans.org/work-
shops/#event=68975686;in-
stance=20220122100000

CLASSICAL MOVEMENTS 
PRESENTS A CHOPIN SALON IN 
THE ATRIUM Enjoy three cours-
es of culinary delights from 
Poland accompanied by French 
champagne and wine during this 
evening of Chopin. Thomas Pan-
dolfi joins Classical Movements 
for the second time at The 
Rectory on Princess Street. He 
will debut Classical Movements’ 
1928 Grand Haines Piano in a 
beautiful glass-enclosed atrium.
Time: Dinner is served at 5 
and 7:30 p.m.
Location: 711 Princess St.
Information: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/savory-soi-
ree-a-chopin-salon-in-the-atri-
um-tickets-201026725347

JANUARY 23

VIRTUAL TRIVIA NIGHT: GADS-
BY’S TAVERN BENEFIT Grab a 

favorite beverage and settle down 
for some trivia fun with prizes that 
will test participants’ knowledge of 
American history, the presidents 
and George Washington in honor 
of his birthday in February. Single, 
couples or groups of friends are all 
invited to what is a perfect way to 
spend a Sunday night in January. 
The questions are targeted for 
adults, but family teams are wel-
come. All proceeds benefit Gads-
by’s Tavern Museum, and tickets 
are $20 per household.
Time: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://www.
gadsbystavernmuseum.us/
events/trivia-night

JANUARY 28

SNOWY TREES IN WATERCOL-
OR WORKSHOP High school 
students and adults are wel-
come to attend this demon-
stration and hands-on activity. 
Participants should have 
watercolor paints, watercolor 
paper, brushes, table salt, a 
straw, water, a paper towel, 
pencil and a piece of screen 
for splattering. Registered par-
ticipants will be sent the con-
nection information via email 
one day before the workshop. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/

snowy-trees-in-watercolor-
workshop-via-zoom-on-friday-
january-28-from-6-8pm-del-
ray-artisans/18513/

JANUARY 30

MUTT MIXER Come party 
with District Dogs and Pooch 
Portrait Studio at Barkhaus for 
drinks, dogs, food, and your 
pooch’s portrait on a tulip pink 
backdrop color. Each dog will 
receive one high resolution 
digital download portrait cour-
tesy of Pooch Portrait Studio. 
District Dogs will be making Val-
entine’s-themed Peanut Butter 
Pawtraits and dishing out dog-
gie beer and iced puppuccinos. 
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: 529 E. Howell Ave. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
mutt-mixer/18568/

FEBRUARY 1

NSO AT MOUNT VERNON 
Learn about the history of 
Mount Vernon before enjoy-
ing intimate chamber music 
performed by members of the 
National Symphony Orchestra. 
A reception of champagne and 
chocolates from Ethel M Choc-
olates with the musicians will 
follow the performance. 
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 

Memorial Highway
Information: https://www.visi-
talexandriava.com/event/nso-
at-mount-vernon/18465/

FEBRUARY 3

MANUMISSION TOUR OF LO-
CAL BLACK HISTORY Join Man-
umission Tour Company to travel 
the streets of Old Town and hear 
the stories of Africans and Afri-
can Americans, both enslaved 
and freemen, at a time when 
Alexandria was one of the main 
centers for the international do-
mestic slave trade. The program 
will provide insight into the city’s 
pre-civil war history of urban 
slavery and highlight runaway 
slaves, free African Americans 
and early abolitionists. 
Time: 5 to 7 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information: https://alexli-
braryva.org/event/6056490

FEBRUARY 5

ALEXANDRIA BOUTIQUE 
WAREHOUSE SALE The 18th 
annual Alexandria Boutique 
Warehouse Sale returns for its 
second year in a walkable for-
mat. The two-day event will take 
place throughout Old Town in 
stores, pop-up tents and open 
retail space along King Street. 
Attendees will find products 
from local retailers, indie brands 

and local favorites with a variety 
of clothing, shoes, jewelry and 
home furnishings for up to 80% 
off retail prices. There will also 
be giveaways and activities such 
as a hot chocolate bar. 
Time: All day
Location: Various locations 
throughout Old Town
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/
event/18th-annual-al-
exandria-boutique-ware-
house-sale/18583/

FEBRUARY 8

THE CABINET WITH DR. LIND-
SAY CHERVINSKY Spend an 
evening with presidential his-
torian Dr. Lindsay Chervinsky. 
She will lead a talk about the 
history behind the creation 
of The Cabinet of the United 
States and a reception cele-
brating the paperback release 
of Chervinsky’s book “The 
Cabinet: George Washington 
and the Creation of an Amer-
ican Institution.” Advanced 
registration is required prior to 
the $5 event. Face masks are 
required inside the museum. 
Time: 5:30 for talk; 6:30 for 
reception
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
the-cabinet-with-dr-lindsay-
chervinsky/18519/
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21 Century BC, LLC

Bonchon

3690 King St, Suite N

Alexandria

22302-1921

Wine and Beer on and off Premises/Delivery Permit

Stanley Grabowski, Managing Director

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to Ì�iÊ VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROLÊ �	
®Ê �1/�",�/9

Êfor aÊ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Ê license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11näx�xÓ�ÊÀiÛ°ÊäÇÉÓä£n®° This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately)Êwith questions.

6�À}���>Ê��V�����VÊ	iÛiÀ>}iÊ
��ÌÀ��Ê�ÕÌ��À�ÌÞÊÊUÊÊÜÜÜ°>LV°Û�À}���>°}�ÛÊÊUÊÊÓ�ä£Ê�iÀ��Ì>}iÊ,�>`ÊÊUÊÊ,�V����`]Ê6�ÊÓÎÓÓäÊÊUÊÊnää®ÊxxÓ�ÎÓää

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Italian Restaurant Group LLC

Romanos Macaroni Grill

5925 Kingstowne Towne Ctr

Alexandria

Fairfax 22315

Wine and Beer On and Off Premises, Mixed Beverage Restaurant

Nishant Machado, Managing Member



EMPLOYMENT
Senior Consultant, Mandiant, Inc., 
Alexandria, VA. CONDUCT IN-
CIDENT RESPONSE ENGAGE-
MENTS UTILIZING FIREEYE 
TECHNOLOGY. May work 
remotely from anywhere in the 
United States. To apply, please mail 
resume to ATTN: Heidi Vaughn, 
11951 Freedom Drive, 6th Floor, 
Reston, VA 20190. Please refer to 
job #10760.559.

MILITARY ITEMS 
WANTED

Patches, Flight Jackets, Medals, 
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia etc. 
Call Dan at 202-841-3062

OFFICE FOR RENT
Office for rent with 264 sf. with 
private bathroom located at 424 
South Washington St, Alexandria, 
VA 22314 (second floor), $850 per 
month, utilities included in base 
rent. Please call at 703-683-5084.

LEGAL NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its con-
trolled affiliates doing business as 
Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wire-
less) proposes to collocate wireless 
communications antennas at a top 
height of 177 feet on a 146-foot 
building rooftop at the approx. 
vicinity of 511 Four Mile Road, 
Alexandria, City of Alexandria, 
Virginia 22305.  Public comments 
regarding potential effects from this 
site on historic properties may be 
submitted within 30 days from the 
date of this publication to:  Trileaf 
Corp, Monica Argueta, m.argueta@
trileaf.com, 8600 LaSalle Road 
Suite 301, Towson, MD 21286, 
410.853.7128.

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE 
HELD BY THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, 
VIRGINIA, HELD AT CITY HALL, 

301 KING STREET, COUNCIL 
CHAMBER AND ON ZOOM 
WEBINAR ON SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 22, 2022 AT 9:30 

A.M., OR AS SOON AS MAY BE 
HEARD ON THE HEREINAFTER 

DESCRIBED ITEMS.

AN ORDINANCE to amend and 
reordain the Master Plan of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, by adopting 
and incorporating therein the Ar-
landria-Chirilagua Small Area Plan 
chapter and amending the Potomac 
West Small Area Plan chapter to re-
move the area that will become the 
Arlandria-Chirilagua Small Area 
Plan area heretofore approved by 
city council Master Plan Amend-
ment No. 2021-00012 and no other 
amendments, and to repeal all 
provisions of the said master plan 
as may be inconsistent with such 
amendment (Implementation Ordi-
nance for Master Plan Amendment 
No. 2021-00012 associated with the 
Arlandria-Chirilagua Small Area 
Plan approved by City Council on 
December 18, 2021).

AN ORDINANCE  to amend and 
reordain the Master Plan of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, by adopt-
ing and incorporating therein the 
amendment heretofore approved 
by city council to the Seminary 
Hill/Strawberry Hill Small Area 
Plan chapter of such master plan 
as Master Plan Amendment No. 
2021-00007 and no other amend-
ments, and to repeal all provisions 
of the said master plan as may be 
inconsistent with such amendment 
(Implementation Ordinance for 
Master Plan Amendment No. 2021-
00007 associated with the AHDC 
Seminary Road approved by City 
Council on December 18, 2021).

AN ORDINANCE to amend and 
reordain Sheet No. 030.02 of the 
“Official Zoning Map, Alexandria, 
Virginia,” adopted by Section 1-300 
(OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND 
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES), of the 
City of Alexandria Zoning Ordi-
nance, by rezoning the properties 
at 4575, 4555, and 4547 Seminary 
Road from, R-8/Single-family zone 
to RA/Multifamily zone in accor-
dance with the said zoning map 
amendment heretofore approved by 
city council as Rezoning No. 2021-
00006 (Implementation Ordinance 
for Rezoning No. 2021-00006 
associated with AHDC Seminary 
Road approved by City Council on 
December 18, 2021).

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the 
Disposition and Sale of City Vacant 
Land Located at 4575 Seminary 
Road to the Alexandria Housing 

Development Corporation. [ROLL-
CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING to Review the 
Effectiveness of the City Council 
Adopted Code of Ethics and Con-
duct and Ethics Pledge.

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the 
Disposition and Sale of City Vacant 
Land Located at 4575 Seminary 
Road to the Alexandria Hous-
ing Development Corporation.  
[ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING and Consid-
eration of a Text Amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance to amend Article 
II to define co-living dwelling and 
amend apartment hotel and tourist 
home definitions; amend Article III 
to allow co-living dwellings with a 
Special Use Permit in RM, RB, RS, 
RT, RMF zones; amend Article III 
to allow co-living dwellings with an 
administrative Special Use Permit 
in RCX, RA, RC, RD zones; amend 
Article IV to allow co-living dwellings 
with an administrative Special 
Use Permit in CC, CSL, CG, CD, 
CD-X, CL, OC, OCH, OCM(50), 
OCM(100), NR; amend Article V 
to allow co-living dwellings with an 
administrative Special Use Permit in 
CRMU-L, CRMU-M, CRMU-H, 
CRMU-X, W-1, zones; amend 
Article VI to allow co-living dwellings 
with an administrative Special Use 
Permit in KR zone; amend each 
zone listed above to classify the use 
as non-residential for the purpose of 
applying area and bulk regulations for 
up to two co-living dwellings; amend 
Article VIII to establish parking 
requirements for co-living dwellings; 
and amend Article XI to establish 
administrative review criteria includ-
ing number of units, maximum occu-
pancy, sign requirements, and the 
minimum term for lease agreements 
as well as identify conditions which 
require a Special Use Permit in the 
aforementioned zones. 
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning
Planning Commission Action: 
Recommended Approval 6-0.

PUBLIC HEARING and Con-
sideration of requests for: (A) an 
amendment to the Seminary Hill/
Strawberry Hill Small Area Plan 
chapter of the Alexandria Master 
Plan to amend the Height Limit 
Map from 35 feet to 77 feet for the 

subject property and to amend the 
City Land Use Map to switch the 
Institutional and Parks & Open 
Space land uses for the subject 
property; (B) an amendment to 
the official zoning map to change 
the zone from POS/Public Open 
Space and Community Recreation 
zone and R-12/Single-Family zone 
to OCM(50)/Office Commercial 
Medium (50) zone and POS/Pub-
lic Open Space and Community 
Recreation zone; (C) a Develop-
ment Special Use Permit with Site 
Plan for the construction of a new 
high school building, commu-
nity services and athletic fields 
and courts, including Special Use 
Permits to allow in the POS zone a 
public park, congregate recreation-
al facilities, and lighting facilities 
for nighttime use, congregate 
recreational facility lighting up to 
80 feet in height, and an increase 
in height for recreational area up 
to 30 feet in height; to allow in the 
OCM(50) zone building height 
to exceed 50 feet up to 77 feet and 
to exceed the parking maximum; 
and modifications to the landscape 
islands requirements and street 
tree spacing requirements in the 
Landscape Guidelines; zoned: R-12/
Single-Family Residential and POS/
Public Open Space and Communi-
ty Recreation.
Applicant: City of Alexandria and 
Alexandria City Public Schools, rep-
resented by Erika L. Gulick, ACPS
Planning Commission Action: 
Recommended Approval 6-0

PUBLIC HEARING and Consider-
ation of  a Text Amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance to amend Section 
5-602(A), CDD #12, development 
guidelines, to increase the Maxi-
mum Height limit and allowable 
uses within the CDD to conform to 
the Arlandria/Chirilagua Plan.
Applicant: City of Alexandria, 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
and Office of Housing

Coordinated Development District 
Conceptual Design Plan #2021-00005 
Development Special Use Permit 
#2021-10024 
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2021-00063 
Vacation #2021-00001
221 West Glebe Road and 3606, 
3610, and 3612 Mount Vernon Ave-
nue - AHDC Glebe/Mt. Vernon
Public Hearing and consideration 

of requests for: (A) a Coordinat-
ed Development District (CDD) 
Conceptual Design Plan; (B) a 
Development Special Use Permit 
(DSUP) with site plan including 
special use permits for additional 
density through the provision of 
affordable housing pursuant to 
Section 7-700 and for a parking 
reduction; modifications to the 
height-to-setback ratio, the line 
at zone transition, and the front 
yard setback as per Sections 6-403, 
7-902(A) and 7-902(B) respectively, 
to construct a mixed-use affordable 
housing multifamily development 
with structured parking; (C) a Tier 
III Transportation Management 
Plan Special Use Permit (TMP 
SUP); and, (D) the Vacation (VAC) 
of a portion of City-owned alley; 
zoned: CDD #12/Coordinated 
Development District #12. 
Applicant: Alexandria Housing Devel-
opment Corporation (AHDC), repre-
sented by Duncan W. Blair, attorney 
Planning Commission Action: 
Recommended Approval 6-0.

PUBLIC HEARING and Con-
sideration of a request for (A) an 
amendment to the official zoning 
map to change the zone for the site 
from OCM(50)/Office Commercial 
Medium (50) zone to CRMU-X/
Commercial Residential Mixed 
Use (Old Town North) zone; (B) a 
Development Special Use Permit 
and site plan with modifications to 
construct two multifamily buildings 
(Buildings A and B) with 234 units 
including an arts and cultural 
anchor and a commercial building 
(Building C) with an arts and cul-
tural anchor, including special use 
permits for multifamily dwellings 
in the CRMU-X zone, to increase 
the floor area ratio to 2.5 in the 
CRMU-X zone, for bonus density 
and height (for Buildings A and 
B) for the provision of affordable 
housing, for bonus density and 
height (for Buildings A and B) for 
the provision of an arts and cultural 
anchor in Old Town North, for a 
live entertainment use and outdoor 
recreation and entertainment use 
(Building C), a parking reduction 
for the multifamily dwellings and 
the commercial use and a loading 
reduction for the arts and cultural 
anchor and/or commercial use; (C) 
a Special Use Permit for a transpor-
tation management plan (tier two); 
zoned: OCM(50)/Office Commer-

26 | JANUARY 20, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES
Classifieds



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JANUARY 20, 2022 | 27 
Classifieds

cial Medium (50).
Applicant: Tidelock Property Own-
er, LLC, represented by Kenneth W. 
Wire, attorney
Planning Commission Action: 
Recommended Approval 6-0

AN ORDINANCE to Create the 
699 Prince Street Tourism Zone in 
Order to Incent Hotel Redevelop-
ment. [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

AN ORDINANCE to adopt a Tour-
ism Development Plan developed 
in conjunction with the Virginia 
Tourism Development Financing 
Program (TDFP) to provide gap 
financing to incent the redevelop-
ment of the 699 Prince Street Hotel 
Project. [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

AN ORDINANCE to Sell City-
owned Property at 3002A Mosby 
Street. [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

AN ORDINANCE to amend the 
Sewer Connection Fee Ordinance 
(Section 5-6-25.1) and Sanitary 
Sewer System Capital Investment 
and Maintenance Fee (Section 5-6-
26). [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT 
AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS 
MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED 
ORDINANCES WITHOUT 
FURTHER PUBLICATION. IT 
IS RECOMMENDED THAT 
PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY 
OF THESE ORDINANCES OB-
TAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES 
FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL(LIMITED COPIES 
AVAILABLE).  IF THE MAYOR 
FINDS AND DECLARES THAT 
WEATHER OR OTHER CONDI-
TIONS ARE SUCH THAT IT IS 
HAZARDOUS FOR MEMBERS 
TO ATTEND THE MEETING, 
THIS MEETING WILL BE CON-
TINUED TO THE FOLLOWING 
SATURDAY. GLORIA SITTON, 
CMC, CITY CLERK

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEW LEGAL NOTICE OF A 

PUBLIC HEARING

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the February 2, 2022 

meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2 3708.2(A)(3) and 
the Continuity of Government 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Council on June 20, 2020 to under-
take essential business. All of the 
members of the public body and 
staff are participating from remote 
locations through Zoom Webinar. 
This meeting is being held elec-
tronically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meeting to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meeting can be accessed 
by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

Registration Link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_tkZaXbBrQ 
FOkIh6C2Y38_g 

*The Board of Architectural Review 
Hearing will start at 7:00 p.m., while 
the Zoom Webinar will become 
available to join at 6:30 p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 953 8461 9409
Password: 411885

Public comments will be received at 
the meeting. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Lia Nie-
bauer at lia.niebauer@alexandriava.
gov or make public comments on 
the day of the hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria-
va.gov/dockets

BAR #2020-00076 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ en-
capsulation at 418 and 418 A South 
Washington Street.
Applicant: The Campagna Center, Inc.

BAR #2020-00077 OHAD
Request for alterations at 418 and 
418 A South Washington Street.
Applicant: The Campagna Center, Inc.

BAR #2021-00329 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 105 North Alfred 
Street.
Applicants: Bruce and Thelma 
MacGregor

BAR #2021-00324 OHAD
Request for addition and alterations 
at 105 North Alfred Street.
Applicants: Bruce and Thelma 
MacGregor

BAR #2022-00012 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1 Pioneer 
Mill Way.
Applicant: City of Alexandria

Review of expiring window policy.

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL FEBRUARY 2022

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below.  NOTICE:  
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue the 
public hearing to a future date. For 
further information, call the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning at 
703.746.4666 or visit alexandriava.
gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2022 
WORK SESSION 6:00 PM
PUBLIC HEARING 7:00 PM
THIS WILL BE AN ELECTRONIC 
MEETING

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2022
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

When determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic emergen-
cy, meetings will be held electron-
ically. If held electronically, the 
meetings are being held pursuant 
to Virginia Code Section 2.2-
3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
to undertake essential business 
and members of the public bodies 
and staff will be participating from 
remote locations through a Zoom 
Webinar.

Electronic access will be provided 
whether the meetings are in person 
or electronic. The Planning Com-
mission and City Council Public 
Hearings can be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government Channel 70 and 
streaming on the City’s website. 
Electronic participation is also 
available via Zoom by registering to 
attend the hearings via the follow-
ing registration links:

Planning Commission (Public 
Hearing Webinar):
The Webinar will open at 5:30 p.m. 
to allow individuals to join the 
Work Session which begins at 6:00 
p.m. The Planning Commission 
Public Hearing will begin at 7:00 
p.m. 
Registration Link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_u4M0BYqd 
QLqSoZAfUHwNRA 

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 959 6968 0316
Password: 646773 
City Council (Public Hearing 
Webinar):

Registration link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_eBIO 
TO4pTbmr-DrJNLdaYw 

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 913 7047 7368
Password: 957542

Public comment will be received 
at the meetings. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Planning & Zoning staff at Plan-
Comm@alexandriava.gov for the 
Planning Commission hearing; to 

the City Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@al-
exandriava.gov for the City Council 
hearing; or make public comments 
on the day of either hearing.

For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the Planning Commis-
sion hearing, contact Jackie Cato 
at jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711. 
For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the City Council hearing, 
please call the City Clerk and Clerk 
of Council’s Office at 703.746.4550 
(TTY/TDD 838-5056). We request 
that you provide a 48-hour notice 
so that the proper arrangements 
may be made.

The following item descriptions 
have been revised for consideration. 
All other previously advertised 
items for the above hearings remain 
the same:

Special Use Permit #2021-00115
3507 Mount Vernon Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use 
Permit for the intensification of a 
non-complying general automobile 
repair use with the addition of auto-
mobile sales; zoned: NR/Neighbor-
hood Retail (Arlandria).
Applicant: Kostadinos Pehlivanis

Special Use Permit #2021-00119
711 Princess Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of (1) a one year Special Use Permit 
review and (2) a request to extend 
the hours for indoor and outdoor 
live entertainment, to expand the 
number of seats for outdoor dining 
and outdoor live entertainment, 
to permit amplified sound, and to 
allow a parking reduction for an 
indoor and outdoor live enter-
tainment and outdoor dining use 
(amending Special Use Permit 
#2020-00102); zoned: CD/Com-
mercial Downtown.
Applicant: Blue Heart Travel, Inc., 
dba Classical Movements, repre-
sented by Neeta Helms

Special Use Permit #2021-00121
5241 Seminary Road
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 
for the redevelopment of a substan-
dard lot with a new single-family 
dwelling with lot modifications; 
zoned: R-12/Single-family.
Applicant: Eden Wubante
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A senior move or downsize is reliving memories. Passing down heirlooms. Changing a long-term lifestyle. 
It is not easy! 

Out of 1.2 million Realtors nationwide, we were awarded the 2018 “Outstanding Service Award” for work 
with Northern Virginia Seniors by the The Seniors Council of National Associate of Realtors. 

Call, email, or text us for a free decluttering and downsizing guide. Let us be your transition partner.
We make moving smooth. 

A SENIOR MOVE OR DOWNSIZE IS MUCH, MUCH MORE THAN THAT

Not Just Real Estate.

Peter B. Crouch, Associate Broker
Senior Real Estate Specialist®
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer 
“National Outstanding Service Award” Recipient, NAR Seniors Council 

Licensed in VA | m. 703.244.4024 | CrouchRealtyGroup.com | Pete@CrouchRealtyGroup.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  Tel. 703.549.9292  |  Equal Housing Opportunity


