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INSIDE

E tu, ParcView?
Affordable housing 
project draws support 
from Planning Com-
mission, concern from 
neighbors
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Another controversial proj-
ect that has raised concerns 
about density, parking and 
safety, but which would 
considerably boost Alexan-
dria’s supply of affordable 
housing, will come before City 
Council at Saturday’s public 

hearing.
Known as ParcView II, 

the proposal by Wesley Hous-
ing, an affordable hous-
ing nonprofit, would involve 
almost tripling the current 
ParcView Apartments at 5380 
Holmes Run Parkway from 
a single 14-story affordable 
housing complex with 149 
units to three buildings with 
373 units. The proposed proj-
ect would involve adding two 
new nine-story buildings, 
which would house 227 new 

affordable units on what is 
now an above ground park-
ing lot. The existing building 
would then be refurbished. 

ParcView II would expand 
the apartment sizes from 
one- and two-bedroom units 
to include some three-bed-
room units as well. The project 
would also expand the scope 
of affordability from units that 
are priced between 50% to 60% 
of the area median income to 

 PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The ParcView II project would expand the existing ParcView Apartments from a single 14-story, 149-unit 
building in order to add two nine-story buildings that would house 227 additional affordable housing units.

SEE PARCVIEW | 10

Painting the 
full picture
Freedom House 
Museum aims to 
reopen in April
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

With its purchase of Free-
dom House several years ago, 
the City of Alexandria took 
tangible steps to ensure that 
its African American history 
is not forgotten. Now, follow-
ing a long closure due to the 
global COVID-19 pandemic 
and several renovations, the 
Freedom House Museum is 
getting ready to reopen its 
doors.

Although there is not 
a hard date yet, Alexan-
dria Black History Museum 
Director Audrey Davis said 
that the updated museum 
is tentatively set to open in 
April. 

According to Davis, plans 
are moving along fairly 
smoothly, aside from some 
minor supply chain issues. 
Staff is currently reviewing 
proofs of the exhibit design 
and adding new lighting, 
paint coatings and an HVAC 
system. 

“We’re just pulling all 
these pieces together. Some 
things have to happen in 
stages and we have to wait 
for one part to be done before 
the next part can move on. 
Our goal is to open in the 
spring and we’re keeping our 

fingers crossed that is still 
going to happen,” Davis said. 
“But we will be open this 
year. That’s our guarantee.”

Located at 1315 Duke St., 
the Freedom House Museum 
was once the site of one of 
the largest domestic slave 
trading firms in the country. 
Starting in 1828, Franklin 
and Armfield began oper-
ating out of the building, 
bringing enslaved people 
from the Chesapeake Bay 
area and forcing them to 
slave markets by foot or ship. 

Although Franklin 
and Armfield was the first 
company to operate out of 
that building, many others 
followed suit until the Union 
Army occupied Alexandria 
on May 24, 1861. Freedom 
House now marks the last 
vestige of a large complex 
that trafficked enslaved 
men, women and children 
who would pass through the 
building on the way to bond-
ing in the deep south. 

“It was a very lucrative 
business,” Davis said. “It’s 
a very important part of 
American history and Alex-
andria’s role in the domes-
tic slave trade, which a lot of 
people don’t think about as 
much.”

While many people are 
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Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 
My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & photos, go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Weichert

Christine Roland Garner
Happy Valentine’s Day!

Let me put my 34 years of experience to work for you!             SINCE 1988

G.W. PARKJEFFERSON PARK

JEFFERSON PARK DEL RAY G.W. PARK

COMING  

SOON

DEL RAY

UNDER 

CONTRACT

COMING  

SOON

SOLD
SOLD

COMING  

SOON

Christine Garner presents a collection of custom homes & renovations by premier 
BLUESTONE BUILDERS in collaboration with THOMPSON MORAN DESIGN. Call 

Christine (703) 587 - 4855 for additional information.
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City issues red-light ticket refunds
The City of Alexandria 

is issuing refunds for erro-
neous red-light speeding 
tickets that were given over 
a three-and-a-half-year 
period, according to a news 
release. 

The refunds follow 
a review that showed a 

red-light speeding camera 
at Duke and South Walker 
streets issued tickets with-
out the 0.5-second amnesty 
period required by Virginia 
law. 

A comprehensive review by 
Redflex Group, the contrac-
tor that operated the city’s 

automated red-light camera 
program at the time, revealed 
that a programming error led 
to 4,709 citations being erro-
neously issued between Jan. 
26, 2016 and Oct. 4, 2019. A 
total of $187,673.35 in fines 
were collected in that time, 
according to the release. 

In response, the city 
has implemented monthly 
and quarterly operational 
audits to safeguard against 
future programming errors 
and ensure compliance with 
Virginia law. 

Those affected by the 
error will receive a mailed 

letter describing how to 
process the refund and are 
encouraged to contact the 
photo enforcement customer 
service call center at 877-847-
2338 with their citation 
number or vehicle identifica-
tion information.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Lee-Fendall House  
gets new director

The Lee-Fendall House 
Museum & Garden announced 
that Amanda Roper started 
as museum director on Feb. 1, 
according to a news release. 

Since joining Lee-Fen-
dall House in 2017, Roper led 
efforts to expand interpreta-
tion around women’s, African 
American and labor history 
and introduce new student 
programs. Most recently, 
she served as the museum’s 
manager of interpretation. 

 Roper earned a degree in 
history from the College of 
Charleston and has helped to 
interpret the McLeod Planta-
tion Historic Site, the National 
Mall and the National Museum 
of African American History 
and Culture. 

 As museum director, Roper 
will oversee the museum’s 
work in historic preservation 
and community engagement, 
according to the release.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Amanda Roper, the new director of the Lee-Fendall House Museum 
& Gardens.

St. Patrick’s Day parade postponed
This year’s St. Patrick’s 

Day parade will be postponed 
to September, according to 
a Facebook announcement 
from the Ballyshaners, the 
organization behind the 
city’s parade. 

Held on the first Saturday 
in March, the Alexandria St. 
Patrick’s Day parade is typi-
cally the first such celebration 
in the country. After being 
delayed to March 26, the 

Ballyshaners announced the 
parade will take place on Sept. 
17 for the first-ever Halfway 
to St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

The Ballyshaners attributed 
the decision to pandemic-re-
lated funding uncertainties and 
the inability to procure a city 
permit in time for the March 
parade.

“The postponement will 
give us more time to raise 
money and work with our 

sponsors and the City of 
Alexandria to ensure the 
quality family entertainment 
that Alexandrians are used 
to,” the post reads. 

Those interested in donat-
ing either time or money to 
the event can email ballysha-
ners@yahoo.com. There will 
also be a fundraiser at Mattie 
& Eddie’s on Feb. 19 that is 
open to the public. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Voting open for Heart of Del Ray award
The Del Ray Business 

Association announced this 
year’s nominees for the Heart 
of Del Ray award and opened 
up voting to the public this 
week.

Residents are able to vote 
for one of five businesses that 
they think best represents the 
heart and soul of the Del Ray 
neighborhood. According to 
the poll rules, selection should 

be based on which business 
“best demonstrates their 
warm and welcoming attitude 
to the community/customers, 
their commitment and gener-
osity to the community, and 
to their overall contribution 
to what makes Del Ray the 
best place in the world to live, 
work and shop.” 

This year’s contenders 
include Lena’s Wood-Fired 

Pizza & Tap, St. Elmo’s Coffee 
Pub, Stomping Ground, the 
Dog Store/Your Dog’s Best 
Friends and Windmill Hill 
Design Build. 

A large, heart-shaped 
award will be displayed on the 
winning business tomorrow 
just in time for Valentine’s 
Day. Voting closes today at 
noon.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Agenda Alexandria will 
bring together a diverse 
panel of Alexandrians to 
discuss racial equity in the 
city during a panel event 
called “Experiences in Race: 
Storytelling in a Judgment 
Free Zone” that is set for Feb. 
28. 

A racial equity facilita-
tor will join the residents 
to discuss differences, 

common questions and 
lessons around how to 
dismantle systemic racism 
in the Alexandria commu-
nity. According to Agenda 
Alexandria, this upcom-
ing conversation about race 
promises an open forum 
to ask questions and work 
to understand different 
perspectives on race within 
Alexandria.

Those attending in person 
are invited for a brief social 
gathering at 6:30 p.m. before 
the start of the program. 
The event runs from 7 to 8 
p.m. at the George Washing-
ton Masonic Memorial, 101 
Callahan Drive. 

For more information, 
visit https://agendaalexan-
dria.org/.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Agenda Alexandria to hold racial equity panel

WEEKLY BRIEFING
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ACPS receives award for renaming process
The National School Boards 

Association awarded Alexan-
dria City Public Schools a Silver 
Prize in its Magna Awards 
program for the campaign 
to rename two schools in the 
2020-21 school year. Known 
as The Identity Project, ACPS’ 
campaign resulted in renam-
ing T.C. Williams High School 
as Alexandria City High School 
and Matthew Maury Elemen-
tary School as Naomi Brooks 
Elementary School.

ACPS was one of five 

schools in its category to be 
recognized with a Silver Prize 
for school district innovation 
and creativity in helping to 
increase student achievement, 
according to a news release.

After a robust community 
discussion had already devel-
oped around renaming, ACPS 
launched the Identity Project 
as a way to engage students 
and the community in the 
renaming process with the 
intent of replacing the names 
of both schools, which were 

linked to Alexandria’s racist 
past, according to the release. 
T.C. Williams was named for 
former superintendent and 
noted segregationist Thomas 
Chambliss Williams, while 
Matthew Maury’s namesake 
fought for the Confederacy. On 
April 8, 2021, the School Board 
voted to rename the former in 
honor of the city and the latter 
after a resident and former 
ACPS teacher. The new names 
took effect on July 1, 2021.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

One Commandment to hold fundraiser
One Commandment, a new 

Alexandria nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to eradicat-
ing homelessness, will hold its 
first-ever fundraising event 
later this month. 

The holiday-themed 
“Galentine’s Day” event, 
set for Sunday, is in support 
of One Commmandment’s 

mission to assist single, 
middle-aged women expe-
riencing homelessness. This 
group of women, generally 
between the ages of 40 and 60, 
is termed the “hidden home-
less” because many do not 
appear to be struggling. 

Patrons who stop by Lena’s 
Wood-Fired Pizza & Tap, 

located at 401 E. Braddock 
Road, for dine-in or take-out 
on Sunday and mention One 
Commandment will help out 
the organization. The event 
runs all day. 

For more information, visit 
www.onecommandmentcorp.
com.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Pizza Hut employee stabbed
The Alexandria Police 

Department is currently 
investigating the stabbing 
of a Pizza Hut employee that 
occurred on Jan. 16. 

According to a report by 
ALXNow, police responded 
around 7:30 p.m. to a report 
of a stabbing in progress in 

the parking lot of the Pizza 
Hut located at 1049 W. Glebe 
Road. Officers found a male 
employee with a stab wound 
in his upper back, who was 
later transported to Inova 
Alexandria Hospital to receive 
stitches. 

Several witnesses stated 

that a skinny, Black male 
walked into the business and 
got into an argument with 
the employee. The suspect 
was photographed leaving the 
scene in a dark Infiniti sedan, 
according to ALXNow. 

No arrests have been made. 
-oanderson@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/ACPS

NEED TO PLACE 
AN AD?
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Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com
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~ Chunkie Monkey ~
'Personality plus' is an apt descriptor for our 

Chunkie. This 2- year-old terrier-mix is sweet, 
funny and smart. He's learned  the basics and 

is onto perfecting some advanced tricks. 
Chunkie, a lean 60 pounds, loves walks with 

Shelter Volunteers  and hopes his new home will 
have a person who loves to walk with  him.  

In the evenings, Chunkie looks for a warm spot to 
relax; that  might be a lap of one of our Volunteers.

  Meet Chunkie!  
Visit AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774 
THANK YOU

Diann
Carlson 

703.628.2440
diann.carlson@gmail.com

Weichert Realtors

"Because everyone deserves a home."
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familiar with the transatlan-
tic slave trade, where enslaved 
men and women were trans-
ported from Africa to America, 
not as many are well-versed in 
the workings of the domestic 
slave trade. 

Davis speculated that this 
lack of awareness could be 
due to a variety factors, such 
as the desire to ignore the 
former existence of slavery or, 
if people do acknowledge slav-
ery, a lack of understanding of 
the mechanisms and logistics 
behind how it worked. 

“A single person [owned] 
another human being, but how 
did that person get there? How 

were they bought? Were they 
separated from their family? 
They don’t always understand 
or see the connections that 
happened,” Davis said. 

Freedom House, however, 
aims to bridge the gap of 
understanding through tell-
ing the full story of Alexan-
dria’s fundamental role in the 
domestic slave trade. 

The city purchased the site 
from the Northern Virginia 
Urban League, which owned 
and maintained the build-
ing and created the original 
museum in 2008 to educate 
the public on internal slave 
trade. The city’s Office of 
Historic Alexandria began its 
collaboration with NVUL in 

February 2018.
The two partnered closely 

in ensuring museum upkeep 
and growing attendance. One 
concern city officials harbored 
when the building went up 
for sale was a private entity 
potentially acquiring the 
building and not making it 
accessible to the public, since 
it represents an integral piece 
of the nation’s history. 

“It would have been an 
unknown. We didn’t know for 
sure, or what it could possi-
bly be turned into. It really 
is a sacred site; it’s hallowed 
ground. There are many 
things you wouldn't want 
there,” Davis said. “This is 
really a sacred building and 
it’s a building that needs to 
be accessible to many, many 
people because slavery is a 
core part of American history 
and we don’t need to forget 
that.”

With former city manager 
Mark Jinks spearheading the 
effort, the city successfully 
purchased the building in 
March 2020 for $1.8 million. 

Mayor Justin Wilson said at 

the time of the purchase that 
Freedom House is “vital to 
telling Alexandria’s story.”

“What happened at 1315 
Duke St. had a terrible and 
lasting impact on America. 
Freedom House encourages 
us to speak truth to power 
and delve deeper to confront 
the hard, honest truths about 
race, class and equity in this 
country,” Wilson said. 

According to Davis, the 
renovated museum will place a 
heavy emphasis on those who 
were enslaved rather than the 
business and business owners. 

“While we will talk about 
how it operated and how the 

different traffickers operated, 
the most important thing to 
us is talking about the voice-
less men, women and chil-
dren who went though that 
building heading into years of 
horrible bondage, torture and 
abuse,” Davis said.  

In order to effectively 
center Black voices, the 
museum will refrain from 
using legacy language such 
as “slave master” or “slave 
mistress” and instead focus 
on telling the stories of 
those to whom slavery was 
forced upon. 

FREEDOM FROM | 1
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 PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
The Freedom House Museum is tentatively scheduled to reopen in April after being closed due to the 
pandemic and ongoing renovations.

This is really a sacred building 
and it's a building that needs to 

be accessible to many, many people 
because slavery is a core part of 
American history and we don't need 
to forget that.”

– Audrey Davis,  
director, Alexandria Black History Museum

Happy Valentine’s Day 
The perfect gifts for women & men from 

Salon Monte along with our gift certificates!

210 South Union Street  
Historic Old Town Alexandria

703-217-7077

You don't need a lot of product if you have 
the right product.
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NOW OPEN
Potomac Yard 

Stock up for a winning watch party 

Potomac Yard Center 
3901 Richmond Hwy
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Hours: Mon– Sat: 9am to 10pm
Sun: 9am to 8pm
571-257-2168

Potomac Yard Center
3901 Richmond Hwy
Alexandria, VA 22305

  POTOMAC YARD

Now Open!
Prices and coupon valid 2/9/2022-2/18/2022. Prices may vary by location. Rebate 
offers vary. While supplies last. Limit one offer per transaction. Rebate offers valid in-store 
only, see store for details. Total Wine & More is not responsible for typographical errors, 
human error or supplier price increases. We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
Loyalty points not redeemable on gift cards, classes, tastings, deposits, rentals 
and ice. Total Wine & More is a registered trademark of RSSI. © 2022 Retail Services & 
Systems, Inc. All rights reserved. Please drink responsibly. Use a designated driver.

VISIT TOTALWINE.COM 
FOR DELIVERY AND 
IN-STORE PICK UP

ALSO VISIT US IN
BALLSTON
LANDMARK
SPRINGFIELD
MCLEAN
FAIRFAX
STERLING

RESTON
CHANTILLY
MANASSAS 
LEESBURG
GAINESVILLE 
FREDERICKSBURG

10% Off Wine
Excludes items with prices ending in 7. Cannot be combined with any other Total Wine & More WINE Coupon or Case Discount. Coupon valid in the 
Potomac Yard, VA location only. Not valid on previous purchases. Limit one online code per customer. Offer valid 2/9/2022-2/18/2022. Valid in-store, 
on the Total Wine app or at TotalWine.com. For in-store purchases, must present coupon at time of purchase. One-time-use coupon.

40000006926    

40000006926    

ONLINE CODE 6926WINERY DIRECT® COUPON  |  Valid 2/9/2022-2/18/2022

Save 10% on 750ml and 1.5L Winery Direct® Wines.

DOWNLOAD 
OUR AWARD-
WINNING APP

90
BEVERAGE 

DYNAMICS 

Apothic Red 
California 
750ml

7.67

Oyster Bay 
Sauvignon 
Blanc New 
Zealand 750ml

8.97

Borrasca 
Brut Cava 
Spain 750ml

8.99
W/COUPON
9.99

Port City 
Monumental 
IPA 6-12oz btls

8.99

Leffe Blonde 
6-12oz btls

9.99
Cigar City 
Jai-Alai IPA 
6-12oz cans

9.99



8 | FEBRUARY 10, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Rarely seen United States coins up for grabs 
in Virginia -zip codes determine who gets them
Unsearched Vault Bags loaded with rarely seen U.S. Gov’t issued coins some dating back to the 1800’s and worth up to 50 times 
their face value are actually being handed over to residents who find their zip code below and beat the 48 hour order deadline

SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

■ VIRGINIA AREA RESIDENTS CASH IN: It’s hard to tell how much these unsearched Vault Bags loaded with rarely seen Gov’t issued coins that everyone will 
be trying to get could be worth someday. That’s because each Vault Bag is known to contain nearly 3 pounds of Gov’t issued coins some dating back to the 
1800’s including all those shown in today’s publication. In addition, after each bag is loaded with over 200 rarely seen coins, each verified to meet a minimum 
collector grade of very good or above, the dates and mint marks are never searched to determine collector values. So you better believe at just $980 these 
unsearched Vault Bags are a real steal.

“The vaults at Federated Mint are 
going empty,” said Laura A. Lynne, 
Director of Coin and Currency for 
Federated Mint.

That’s because a decision by 
Federated Mint to release rarely seen 
U.S. Gov’t issued coins, some worth 
up to 50 times their face value, means 
unsearched Vault Bags loaded with U. 
S. Gov’t issued coins dating back to the 
1800’s are now being handed over to 

VA RESIDENTS: IF YOU FIND YOUR ZIP CODE BELOW. CALL: 1-800-869-3164  UV32564
22202
22206
22301

22302
22303
22304

22305
22306
22308

22309
22310
22311

22314
22315

U.S. residents who find their zip code 
listed in today’s publication.

“But don’t thank the Government. 
As Director of Coin and Currency for 
Federated Mint, I get paid to inform and 
educate the general public regarding 
U.S. coins. Ever since the decision by 
Federated Mint to release rarely seen 
Gov’t issued coins to the general public 
— I’m being asked how much are the 
unsearched Vault Bags worth? The 

answer is, there’s no way to tell. Coin 
values always fluctuate and there are 
never any guarantees, but we do know 
this. Each unsearched bag weighs nearly 
3 pounds and is known to contain rarely 
seen Morgan Silver Dollars and these 
coins alone could be worth $40 - $325 
in collector value each according to 
The Official Red Book, a Guide Book of 
United States Coins. So there’s no telling 
what you’ll find until you search through 

all the coins. But you better believe at 
just $980 these unsearched Vault Bags 
are a steal,” said Lynne.

“These are not ordinary coins you 
find in your pocket change. These are 
rarely seen silver, scarce, collectible 
and non-circulating U.S. coins dating 
back to the 1800’s so we won’t be 
surprised if thousands of U.S. residents 

(Continued on next page)R1054R-2
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SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

R1054R-2

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
 ISSUED COINS SEALED IN EACH BAG:

Silver Ben Franklin
1948-1963

Silver Walking Liberty
1916-1947

Silver Walking Liberty

Silver Peace Dollar
1921-1935

Silver Liberty Head 
1892-1915

Silver Liberty Head 

Silver Morgan Dollar
1878-1921

Silver Morgan Dollar

■ UNSEARCHED: Pictured above are the unsearched Vault Bags being handed over to Virginia residents who call the National 
Toll-Free Hotline before the 48-hour deadline ends. And here’s the best part. Each Vault Bag is loaded with over 200 Gov’t 
issued coins, including all the coins pictured in today’s publication, some dating back to the 1800’s and worth up to 50 times 
their face value. Each coin is verified to meet a minimum collector grade of very good or above before the bags are securely 
sealed and the dates and mint marks are never searched by Federated Mint to determine collector value. If you find your zip 
code listed, call 1-800-869-3164 EXT.UV32564 immediately.

FEDERATED MINT, LLC IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. MINT, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, A BANK OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. IF FOR 
ANY REASON WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM SHIPMENT YOU ARE DISSATISFIED, RETURN THE PRODUCT FOR A REFUND LESS SHIPPING AND 
RETURN POSTAGE. THIS SAME OFFER MAY BE MADE AVAILABLE AT A LATER DATE OR IN A DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION. OH 
RESIDENTS ADD 6.5% SALES TAX. FEDERATED MINT, PO BOX 1200, MASSILLON, OH 44648 ©2021 FEDERATED MINT

claim as many as they can get their 
hands on. That’s because after the 
bags were loaded with nearly 3 pounds 
of Gov’t issued coins, each verified 
to meet a minimum collector grade 
quality of very good or above, the dates 
and mint marks were never searched 
to determine collector values and the 
bags were securely sealed. That means 
there’s no telling what you’ll find until 
you search all the coins,” said Lynne.

The only thing U.S. residents who 
find their zip code printed in today’s 
publication need to do is call the 
National Toll-Free Hotline before the 
48-hour deadline ends.

This is very important. After the 
Vault Bags were loaded with over 
200 Gov’t issued coins, each verified 
to meet a minimum collector grade 
quality of very good or above, the dates 
and mint marks were never searched 
to determine collector values. The 
Vault Bag fee has been set for $1,500
for residents who miss the 48-hour 

deadline, but for those U.S. residents 
who beat the 48-hour deadline the Vault 
Bag fee is just $980 as long as they call 
the National Toll-Free Hotline before 
the deadline ends.

“Remember this, we cannot stop 
collectors from buying up all the 
unsearched bags of coins they can get in 
this special advertising announcement. 
And you better believe with each bag 
being loaded with nearly 3 pounds 
of Gov’t issued coins we’re guessing 
they’re going to go quick,” said Lynne.

The phone lines will be ringing off 
the hook beginning at precisely 8:30 
a.m. this morning. That’s because 
each unsearched Vault Bag is loaded 
with the rarely seen coins pictured 
left and highly sought after collector 
coins dating clear back to the 1800’s 
including iconic Morgan Silver Dollars, 
a historic Peace Silver Dollar, stunning 
Silver Walking Liberty Half Dollars, 
the collectible Silver Eisenhower 
Dollars, spectacular Silver Liberty 
Head Half and Quarter Dollars, rarely 
seen Silver Franklin Half Dollars, high 

demand President Kennedy Silver 
Half Dollars, beautiful Silver Standing 
Liberty Quarter Dollars, American 
Bicentennial Quarters, rare Liberty V 
Nickels, one cent Historic Wheat Coins 
including 1943 “Steel Cents”, one of the 
beautiful Winged Liberty Head Dimes, 
scarce Indian Head one cent U.S. 
coins and the last ever minted Buffalo 
Nickels.

“With all these collectible Gov’t 
Issued coins up for grabs we’re going to 
do our best to answer all the calls,” said 
Lynne.

Thousands of U.S. residents stand 
to miss the deadline to claim the U.S. 
Gov’t issued coins. That means U.S. 
residents who find their zip code 
listed in today’s publication can claim 
the unsearched bags of money for 
themselves and keep all the U.S. Gov’t 
issued coins found inside.

If you find your zip code listed, 
call 1-800-869-3164 EXT.UV32564 
immediately. Just be sure to call before 
the deadline ends 48 hours from today’s 
publication date. ■

(Continued from previous page)
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units that range between 30% 
and 80% AMI. Construction 
would start in 2024 and last 
until summer 2027.

As proposed by Wesley 
Housing, one of the new build-
ings would house a 5,100 to 
8,000-square foot daycare 
center or other commercial 
use, which would be open to 
all residents.

“I know firsthand that 
there is a shortage of qual-
ity daycare, and the cost 
is extremely high,” Shel-
ley Murphy, president and 
CEO of Wesley Housing, said. 
“Anything that we can do 
to partner with a qualified 
daycare provider to provide 
more affordable daycare that’s 
on-site or close by to fami-
lies that live in the area, we 
consider that a community 
benefit.”

ParcView II would also 
bring part of Holmes Run Park 

back under city ownership. 
As part of the project, Wesley 
Housing is looking to subdi-
vide 15,644 square feet of 
parkland that is currently on 
the site and deed it to the city.

The project received unan-
imous approval from the Plan-
ning Commission on Feb. 1, 
and Wesley Housing now seeks 
rezoning approval and a devel-
opment special use permit 
from City Council. Despite 
resounding support from the 
Planning Commission, neigh-
bors are much more critical of 
ParcView II.

Many of the residents 
who expressed concerns with 
the project agreed with the 
goal behind the project – to 
increase affordable housing 
in a city and region that is 
in desperate need of it – yet 
disagreed with the need for 
and practicality of a project 
like ParcView II in this specific 
area. Several ParcView resi-
dents declined to comment for 

this story, stating they were 
afraid of losing their housing if 
they publicly opposed the proj-
ect.

Located half a mile from 
Landmark Mall, ParcView 
is surrounded by high rise 
condominium and apartment 
buildings. Claridge House, 
which borders ParcView to 
the west, includes about 300 
units of Section 8 housing for 
those age 62 and up, making 
up nearly half of the city’s total 
stock of Section 8 senior hous-
ing.

James Lewis, the vice chair 
of the city’s traffic and parking 
board who ran for council in 
the 2021 Democratic primary, 
lives in one of the nearby 
buildings. He agreed with the 
need for affordable housing in 
the city but said his fear is that 
in the pursuit of affordable 
housing, the city is “effectively 
building a tenement” with a 
large-scale project dedicated 
solely to affordable housing in 
an area of the city already full 
of affordable housing.

“What we’re effectively 
doing here is saying, ‘Because 
you need affordable housing, 
you only get to live here,’ and 

what we should be saying is, 
‘There needs to be affordable 
housing in every project in this 
city period, end of the story,’” 
Lewis said.

During the Planning 
Commission meeting, 
Commissioner Melissa McMa-
hon said the city needs to 
explore building both large-
scale affordable projects such 
as ParcView II as well as inte-
grating affordable units into 
market-rate projects.

“The provision of deeply 
affordable housing within a 
100% affordable project is a 
great achievement for us,” 
McMahon said. “I know there 
are folks who are concerned 
and might have preference for 
mixed-income where afford-
able housing units go into 
market rate projects. … Those 

are also desirable, but by and 
large we don’t get deeply 
affordable units and we don’t 
get a lot of units unless proj-
ects are participated in and 
developed by the affordable 
housing partners that wield 
a lot of different resources to 
achieve affordable housing. So, 
a 100% affordable project in a 
neighborhood that is of mixed 
incomes is a mixed-income 
neighborhood, and that’s a 
good thing too.”

Some residents have also 
taken issue with Wesley Hous-
ing’s rezoning proposal, which 
would rezone the site from RC 
– designated for high density 
apartments – to RMF, or 
multifamily residential zone. 
Created in 2019, the RMF zone 
is a tool designed to “provide 
land areas for multifamily 
residential development and 
to enhance or preserve long-
term affordability of housing,” 
according to the city’s zoning 
ordinance.

Lewis said that the proposal 
takes the wrong lessons from a 
previous RMF rezoning case: 
the Heritage in Old Town.

PARCVIEW FROM | 1

SEE PARCVIEW | 11

 RENDERING/WESLEY HOUSING
A rendering of the proposed ParcView II project from Wesley Housing.
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“[The Heritage is] much 
more connected to the Metro 
and transit. It’s much more 
connected to, frankly, the 
places people work,” Lewis 
said. “There’s not a lot of 
employment opportuni-
ties out here other than the 
MacDonald’s and a restaurant, 
so people are living here and 
commuting to their places of 
work and our transit system is 
unfortunately not set up that 
way.”

In practice, the RMF zone 
allows developers to increase 
the floor area ratio of their 
projects, allowing for added 
density, in exchange for 
including additional deeply 
affordable units. In the case of 
ParcView II, Wesley Housing 
will provide 25 units at 30% 
AMI, 45 at 40% AMI and 22 at 
50% AMI.

Donna Fossum, a Holmes 
Run resident who served on 
the Planning Commission 

for 23 years, said rezoning to 
RMF would increase density 
in an area that is already fairly 
dense.

“We have over 3,000 
households in these square 
blocks, all of which qualify as 
market rate affordable hous-
ing,” Fossum said. “… So, we 
[do] not [have] a problem with 
affordable housing. We [have] 
a problem with crowding.”

Nathan Macek, chair of 
the Planning Commission, 
said at the Feb. 1 meeting that 
he believes ParcView II is “a 
perfectly creative” use of the 
RMF zone and that he would 
like to see more projects make 
use of surface parking to bring 
in additional affordable hous-
ing.

“I think this is the future 
for us as a city, and I’m happy 
to support this project,” Macek 
said.

Residents in adjacent 
condominium buildings and 
affordable housing complexes 
have raised questions about the 

potential impact of construc-
tion and pile driving on the 
existing ParcView building, as 
well as other buildings in the 
area. Wesley Housing plans 
to have current residents live 
on site throughout the dura-
tion of the two-to-three-year 
construction project. Current 
residents would then be relo-
cated once construction is 
complete, in order to refurbish 
the units in the current build-
ing.

Neighbors have focused 
primarily on the one month 
of pile driving involved with 
the project, claiming that the 
geological conditions of the 
area make the project higher 
risk than in other parts of the 
city. 

According to Rod Simmons, 
a natural resource manager 
who works for the city, parts of 
ParcView and the surrounding 
properties in the Holmes Run 
area sit on top of Lincolnia silt 
clay, which while not as foun-
dationally unstable as mate-
rials like marine or Arell clay, 
can be particularly susceptible 
to landslides.

“In both cases, the slopes 
can be unstable, and in the 
case of marine clay or Arell 
clay it’s common or almost 
guaranteed, whereas with the 
Lincolnia silty clay it’s not 
quite as likely or as threaten-
ing but it’s still a major consid-
eration,” Simmons said.

Residents have also 
expressed concern with Wesley 
Housing’s approach to park-
ing. The project would replace 
the above ground parking lot 
with a two-level underground 
parking garage, providing 289 
underground parking spots, in 
addition to 25 surface parking 
spots that would remain else-
where on the site. 

The city included a condi-
tion in the DSUP that requires 
Wesley Housing to provide 
alternative parking within 
500 feet of ParcView during 
construction. If Wesley Hous-
ing has to go beyond 500 feet 

to find parking for residents, 
the nonprofit would have to 
provide shuttle service to 
parking. Meanwhile, once the 
garage is built, Wesley Hous-
ing plans to unbundle park-
ing, which means residents 
will have to pay a separate fee 
if they want to park on site. 
According to Murphy, the cost 
of parking would be “nominal” 
given the population living in 
ParcView and would amount 
to between $25 and $50 a 
month.

“My concern here is that 
by unbundling the parking we 
are going to add an additional 
cost to people already living 
in affordable housing, who are 
already struggling to afford to 
live in our community,” Lewis 
said.

Macek pushed back and 
said that the cost of housing 
would increase for all ParcView 
residents if the cost of parking 
was bundled. 

“By unbundling it, we actu-
ally make the housing more 
affordable for those who don’t 
need parking,” Macek said at 
the Feb. 1 meeting. “I think we 
fall into this trap that because 
many with means have cars, 
we assume that everybody in 
the city owns a car. That’s not 
the case, especially for these 
affordable projects.”

The discussion about 
ParcView II will continue on 
Saturday during City Coun-
cil’s public hearing with a vote 
scheduled on both the DSUP 
and site rezoning.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Longtime Boys and Girls Club employee 
Ron Rust Sr. dies
Former program 
director mentored 
thousands of local 
children
BY DENISE DUNBAR

Alexandria native Ron Rust 
Sr., who was a fixture at the 
Alexandria Boys and Girls Club 
for more than four decades 
and mentored several gener-
ations of Alexandria children, 
died on Jan. 23 of cardiac arrest 
resulting from several chronic 
health conditions. He was 75.

When Rust went to work at 
the then Alexandria Boys Club 
in 1970, he was a 24-year-old 
father with a young son and 
needed a job. He came across 
a job listing for the club in a 
newspaper. At the time he 
wasn’t looking for a career, just 
a way to pay the bills. 

Rust would spend the next 
41 years, most of them as the 
club’s program director, serv-
ing as a role model to hundreds 
if not thousands of Alexandria 
children. Upon his retirement 

in 2011, Rust told the Alexan-
dria Times:

“I wasn’t sure what I 
wanted to do, and I just knew 
I liked helping people, kids in 
particular. I went on and took 
the job. I liked working with 
kids and it seemed like the 
Boys Club at that time was 
committed to youth. … I just 
stayed with it.”

Carlos Martin told the 
Times in 2011 that he started 
attending the club as a child 
about the same time Rust was 
hired, and that Rust played a 
significant role as Martin was 
growing up.

“This was our only place 
to go,” Martin said. “We were 
here all day and every activ-
ity that went on, [Rust] was in 
charge of it. He’s seen me grow 
up from 5 to 45. The Boys Club 
shaped everybody.”

Boys and Girls Club 
employees Patrice Hall, Alston 
Waller and Jim Almond have 
fond memories of their former 
colleague, including several of 
his “signature” sayings. 

Waller, who attended the 
Alexandria club from the age 
of 5 and now serves as its 
branch director, remembered 
Rust’s trusty basketball hook 
shot from the three-point line, 
taken prior to each game Rust 
refereed.

“He would come into the 
gym, and he would at least get 
off two shots. A hook shot. And 
if he would make it, he would 
go, ‘Aoooww!’” Waller said. 
“There’s going to be a thou-
sand kids that know about his 
hook shot at the Boys and Girls 
Club.”

Hall recalled that at the 
end of each day, Rust would 

say, “Hey yo, it’s time to go 
home!”

Rust was known to be 
easygoing with the children, 
but he could also be a discipli-
narian. Jim Almond, current 
senior vice president of oper-
ations for the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Greater Washing-
ton, met Rust in 2001 when 
Almond was hired as Alexan-
dria’s branch director.

“He would say to a kid, ‘I 
think you need a day home.’ 
Or, ‘I think you need a couple 
days home.’ He never said, 
‘You are suspended for one or 
two days.’ Whenever I heard 
that I just kept on walking and 
said, ‘You got it!’” Almond 
said.

Rust was also instrumental 
in helping fully integrate the 
then boys clubs in Alexandria. 
For decades there had been 
one club for white boys and 
another for Black boys. While 
the clubs officially integrated 
in the early 1960s around the 
same time as schools, the two 
clubs didn’t officially merge 
until 1973, three years after 
Rust’s arrival.

“Ron Rust was there for 
that merger. He was the staff 
member there when that 
happened,” Almond said. “You 
have to imagine how difficult 
that must have been. He was 
unfazed by it.”

Rust was already familiar 
with integration, having been 
the first Black student to play 
athletics at what was at the 
time Frances C. Hammond 
High School when he made 
the varsity basketball team in 
the early 1960s. Jim Worden, 
who would go on to coach 
basketball at T.C. Williams 
High School, remembered 
Rust from that time.

“I was at St. Stephen’s and 
we played with each other in 
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Ron Rust Sr. with his son Ron Rust Jr., daughter Leslie Lewis and 
grandsons Calvin Elijah Lewis and Micah Lewis.
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Davis said the museum’s 
renovations are being done 
with the goal of enhancing 
accessibility. For example, 
the core slave trade exhibit 
will move from the basement 
to the first floor in order to 
increase access. Addition-
ally, visitors will now be able 
to travel up two levels, which 
“very rarely happened before,” 
Davis said. 

The second floor will 
include a traveling exhibition 
from the Virginia Museum 
of History and Culture, titled 
“Determined,” that the 
museum will supplement with 
African American history, 
stories and artifacts specific to 
Alexandria. 

Guests can then travel to 
the third floor, which features 
an African American Historic 
Site exhibition called “Before 
the Spirits are Swept Away.” 
This exhibit is filled with 
paintings by late artist Sherry 

Sanabria. The other part of 
this exhibit will be located at 
the Black History Museum, 
due to a generous amount of 
painting donations. 

The museum also plans to 
implement an elevator system 
and bathrooms compliant 
with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, so that visi-
tors of all mobility levels can 
access every floor. 

With both the renovations 
and the museum as a whole, 
Davis said the intention is to 
educate the public, remem-
ber the forgotten and paint a 
full portrait of the reality of 
domestic slave trade. 

“Our opportunity with 
Freedom House is creating a 
museum dedicated to telling 
the story of the domestic slave 
trade and everything that it 
entailed from start to finish, 
and really focusing on those 
who were enslaved,” Davis 
said. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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the summer leagues and on 
the playgrounds. … He was soft 
spoken, he was tall and slender, 
and he was a real competitor 
on the court,” Worden said.

Rust’s daughter, Leslie 
Lewis, said her father inspired 
her “to volunteer, mentor and 
even pursue a profession that 
involved nurturing and teach-
ing kids.

“I was amazed at how many 
young men who grew up in the 
Boys and Girls Club would tell 
me how much he was a mentor 
to them and even a father 
figure,” Lewis said. “Some 
of the toughest guys in the 
community had great respect 
for my dad.”

However, Rust’s devotion 
to the Boys and Girls Club 
came with a price, according 
to Rust’s son Ron Rust Jr.

“When I was a child, [I] 
obviously didn’t understand 
it. … People would say, ‘Oh, 
your dad is a legend.’ Sure, I 

probably heard that over 2,000 
times in my life. Sometimes 
when it came up it would make 
me harbor some old feelings,” 
Rust Jr. said. “Now, at 51 years 
old, it all makes sense now. My 
father sacrificed his family and 
everything for that … club. 
And I don’t think anybody will 
ever understand how much he 
loved the club, loved making a 
difference in those kids’ lives.”

Hall said people still come 
into the club, more than 10 
years after Rust’s retirement, 
looking for him.

“He was well loved by the 
kids. I still have people that 
walk into the club and I’m 
looking at them and asking 
them what is their business 
and who do they want to see 
and they all say, ‘I just wanted 
to come back and see the club. 
And where’s Mr. Rust?’ Every-
body asks me about Mr. Rust,” 
Hall said.

“Being there 41 years, 
you’re dealing with the first 
set of parents’ kids and later 

on you deal with those kids’ 
kids and so on and so forth,” 
Rust Sr. told the Times in 2011. 
“I couldn’t walk downtown or 
go to the mall before some-
body was saying, ‘Hey, Mr. 
Rust.’”

For a couple of years after 
his retirement in 2011, Rust 
would often still come to the 
club and sit at the front desk 
with Hall. 

“He would just sit there 
and take it all in,” Almond 
said.

Ronald Wayne Rust Sr. 
was born on May 29, 1946 in 
Alexandria to the late Vivian 
Wanzer and William Miles. He 
was the eldest of his mother’s 
seven children. He was known 
as Ronnie to most and enjoyed 
growing up in the tight-knit 
Seminary community.

After graduating from 
Francis C. Hammond High 
School in 1966, Rust attended 
Bethel College in McKen-
zie, Tennessee. He was an 
active member of Alexandria’s 
Oakland Baptist Church for 68 
years.

When Rust retired, then 
Mayor Bill Euille issued a 
proclamation that said in part, 
“Whereas, Mr. Russ has liter-
ally touched the lives of thou-
sands of young people over 
the past 41 years and Club 
alumni return to the facility 
on a regular basis to ‘check in’ 
and let him know what’s been 
going on in their lives … ”

After Rust’s retirement, 
the Alexandria Boys and Girls 
Club renamed its game room 
in his honor.

Rust is survived by his 
son Ron Rust Jr.; daughter 
Leslie Lewis (Calvin); grand-
sons Calvin Elijah Lewis and 
Micah Lewis; sisters Gale 
Simmons, Andrea Jackson, 
Sheila Richardson and Vivian 
Wanzer-Davis. He was prede-
ceased by his brothers Melvin 
Wanzer Jr. and Ralph Wanzer.

A viewing and funeral 
service for Rust was held on 
Saturday at Oakland Baptist 
Church in Alexandria.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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 COURTESY PHOTO
Ron Rust Sr. at work at the Alexandria Boys and Girls Club in the 
1980s.
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Bistro Sancerre has a wine cellar, fireplace and fine art gallery featuring romantic paintings and sculptures.

Valentine’s Day ventures
Find the perfect ro-

mantic spot for you and 
your loved one this year 

BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Alexandria is known for a lot of things, one of them being 
the charming, swoon-worthy atmosphere it exudes. With Valen-
tine’s Day just around the corner, residents and tourists have 
many options when it comes to where in the city to spend the 
much-anticipated night.

Some might consider the Hallmark holiday commercialized 
and overhyped, but it also presents an opportunity to spend 
time with loved ones and try new dishes. From oyster bars to 
bistros with fine art galleries, we’ve put together a list of places 
that are sure to make for the perfect romantic evening.
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Bistro Sancerre
One option for couples seek-

ing a cozy evening is Bistro 
Sancerre, located at 1725 Duke 
St. Sancerre is a French Amer-
ican bistro steakhouse with 
two levels; the upper level is 
reserved for private dining and 
the lower level serves as the 
main dining area, complete 
with a wine cellar surrounding 
the dining tables. 

If patrons are looking for 
a bottle of wine, they can 
simply browse the cellar, pick 
the perfect bottle and bring 
it to the table for a server to 

open. For those who prefer 
something cold, Sancerre also 
has a rapid chiller to quickly 
cool white wine in a matter of 
minutes. 

For those seeking a warm 
atmosphere and upscale 
appeal on Valentine’s Day, 
Sancerre has a fireplace 
and fine art gallery featur-
ing romantic artwork. From 
sculptures to paintings, the 
gallery revolves around the 
theme of couples walking and 
talking together, Troy Thorpe, 
Sancerre owner, said. 

“[They might be] walking 
down an alleyway in Paris or 
sitting at the bar with a glass 

of wine. … That’s the subject 
matter of the work that’s in 
there,” Thorpe said. 

Starting Friday and running 
through Valentine’s Day on 
Monday, Sancerre will offer a 
prix fixe menu of three courses 
that patrons can choose from. 
The first course includes appe-
tizer choices between mussels, 
faux gras, crab cakes, French 
onion soup and potato gnoc-
chi. The main course options 
are potato-crusted rockfish, 
venison, rack of lamb, ragu or 
Teres Major steak. Finally, for 
dessert patrons can choose 
between a chocolate fondue 
for two, chilled lemon souf-
fle or a dessert sampler filled 
with bread pudding, chocolate 
mousse and apple financier 
panna cotta. 

“We’re one of the few 
restaurants that has the fire-
place and the artwork, and 
all that kind of stuff. We have 
two bars, and on Thursdays 
we have live music. It’s fun,” 
Thorpe said. 

Le Refuge
Originally opened in 1983 

by a couple from the Loire 
Valley in France, Le Refuge is 
a Country French restaurant 
located in the heart of Old 

Town at 127 N. Washington St. 
The original owners’ daugh-
ter, Anne-Claire Fregnan, has 
taken over the restaurant, 
which she said is most known 
for its French onion soup, 
bouillabaisse and rack of lamb. 

For Valentine’s Day, Le 
Refuge will offer a prix fixe 
menu that includes a four-
course meal and glass of 
champagne. The appetizer 
round includes a selection of 
smoked salmon with toast 
and garniture; warm mush-
room caps stuffed with crab-
meat and a mushroom cream 
sauce; crayfish tails in a pastry 
shell with lobster sauce; a pate 
duo of duck liver mousse and 
counte pate and, of course, 
shrimp cocktails. 

Next comes a “palate 
cleanser” of raspberry sorbet 
with vodka and fresh mint, 
followed by the entree course. 
This round includes three beef 
medallions with pepper, bear-
naise and bordelaise sauces; 
lamb filets with garlic thyme 
sauce; fresh salmon oscar 
with asparagus, crabmeat and 
bearnaise and fresh rockfish 
with salmon caviar, cham-
pagne sauce and fresh basil. 

Finally, dessert includes 
chocolate mousse with fresh 

raspberries and pirouette, 
complemented with a glass of 
champagne. 

“It’s so quaint and it just 
feels like you’re traveling to 
Paris without having to pay for 
the airplane ticket. It feels like 
you’re warped into this French 
bistro on a freezing night and 
it’s just food that warms your 
soul,” Fregnan said. 

Whiskey & Oyster
Seafood-loving couples 

don’t have to look any further 
than Whiskey & Oyster, 
located at 301 John Carlyle 
St., to set the scene for a 
picture-perfect Valentine’s 
Day. The upscale spot is known 
for its accessible yet fine-din-
ing experience, partially 
shucked oysters and rotating 
whiskey conveyor belt. 

General Manager and 
Executive Chef Mason Fill-
more will offer a three-course 
meal for two for Valen-
tine’s Day. The holiday menu 
includes three options for the 
first course: a salad of mixed 
greens, sliced pears, candied 
pecans and feta cheese topped 
with balsamic vinaigrette; 
tuna tartar with sesame 
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Inspired by founder Jean Francois Chaufour's Loire Valley roots, French restaurant Le Refuge has been 
open since 1983.
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ginger marinade, avocado and 
crispy wonton; and she-crab 
soup made with smooth crab 
bisque, aged sherry and Ches-
apeake crab. 

The second course includes 
options like whole Maine 
steamed lobster with a baked 
russet potato and roasted 
Brussel sprouts; crispy pork 
belly with asparagus and corn 
succotash doused in a honey 
garlic sauce; and seafood fra 
diavolo with spaghetti nero, 
spicy red sauce, scallops, 
shrimp, mussels, littleneck 
clams and topped with fresh 
basil. And for dessert, each 
person may choose between 
red velvet cake and salted 
caramel beignets. 

Megan Arthur, market-
ing manager for HomeGrown 
Restaurant Group, which 
includes Whiskey & Oyster, 
said the menu is “elaborate.”

“The chef here comes up 
with just very intricate dishes 
that are out of this world 
insane,” Arthur said. 

Sweet Fire Donna’s
Sweet Fire Donna’s is just 

the spot for couples looking to 
go out but still hoping to keep 

it casual. Also part of Home-
Grown Restaurant Group, 
Sweet Fire Donna’s sports 
what Arthur called a “barbe-
cue and hops” style that is 
relaxed and inviting. 

“It’s like the Cheers bar of 
the Carlyle, Old Town neigh-
borhood – a bunch of regulars 
and they come in every day. 
It’s a super cool spot,” Arthur 
said. 

Located at 510 John Carlyle 
St., the restaurant is small 
and cozy with 48 seats. Popu-
lar menu items include pulled 
pork and BBQ chicken, but 
the restaurant also includes a 
full bar, several pasta dishes 
– one of which is vegetarian – 
and special packages for large 
events.

Patrons who stop by on 
Valentine’s Day will enjoy a 
three-course meal for two. 
The appetizer round consists 
of a goat cheese and cranberry 
salad, with candied walnuts, 
dried goat cheese crumbles 
and balsamic vinaigrette.

The entree is a smoked 
shrimp scampi in a lemon 
and garlic sauce and tossed 
in linguine, and dessert is a 
chocolate bomb cake filled 
with layers chocolate ganache, 
mousse and frosting, all driz-

zled in a raspberry glaze.
 

Union Street Public 
House 

Union Street Public House 
has resided at its 121 S. Union 
St. location since 1986. The 

renovated warehouse where 
it is located dates back to the 
1700s and has hosted the likes 
of George Washington and 
John Carlyle. Beyond its color-
ful history, Union Street is also 
recognized among commu-

nity members as the venue 
for some of the “most roman-
tic” proposals over the last 35 
years, according to General 
Manager Al Chadsey. 
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PHOTO/WHISKEY & OYSTER
Whiskey & Oyster is recognized for its nautical theme, accessible 
yet upscale dining experience and whiskey conveyor belt.

PORT CITY FLAVOR

FIRST COURSE
choose one from

Mango & Beet Salad, Caesar Salad, or Lobster Bisque

SECOND COURSE
choose one from

Grilled Lamb Chops, Blackened Rockfish, Steak Oscar, or Half Chicken Scarpariello

THIRD COURSE
choose one from

Chocolate Mousse Cake, Seasonal Smith Island Cake or Strawberry Shortcake

Enjoy our special Valentine’s menu from February 11 - 14  
with our 3 Course Dinner for $75 per guest. 

SAY IT WITH 
DINNER

VALENTINE’S 4 NIGHT SPECIAL

Reservations recommended.  Please call for reservations.

5 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   |   703-739-6090

BlackwallHitchAlexandria.com
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One booth in particular, 
unobtrusively tucked away in 
the corner, seems to have an 
air of enchantment surround-
ing it. 

“It seems that everybody 
that comes in here and says, 
‘My husband proposed to me’ 
or ‘our first date’ or whatever, 
I’ll say, ‘Let me guess, you 
were sitting right over there’ 
and they say, ‘Yeah, how’d you 
know?’” Chadsey said. “It’s an 
odd coincidence of the booth; 

it’s the most popular booth in 
here for proposals.”

Although Chadsey said he’s 
unsure what exactly makes this 
specific booth so special, he 
did say that the overall atmo-
sphere and food selection at 
the restaurant might influence 
the possibility for romance. 

“My guess is that our 
oysters are the ultimate 
aphrodisiac and anything in 
our chocolate department will 
set the stage for the begin-
ning of a romantic interlude,” 
Chadsey said. 
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A La Lucia’s panna cotta with strawberries  
Ingredients
• Unsalted butter for greasing

• 1 1/2 cups (12 fl oz/ 375 ml) whole milk

• 4 teaspoons unflavored powdered gelatin 

• 1/2 cup (3 1/2 oz/ 105 g) sugar 

• 1 1/2 cups (12 fl oz/ 375 ml) heavy (double) cream 

• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract (essence) 

• Raspberry coulis for serving (optional) 

• 6 large strawberries, stemmed and thinly sliced lengthwise

Directions
1. Lightly grease six 3/4-cup (6 fl oz/ 180 ml) ramekins or custard cups and set on a small 

baking sheet. 

2. Pour 1/3 of the milk into a saucepan and sprinkle in the gelatin. Let sit until the gelatin 

softens and swells, about three minutes. Add the remaining milk and the sugar and set 

the saucepan over medium heat. Cook, stirring constantly until the sugar and gelatin are 

dissolved. Do not let the liquid boil. Remove from the heat and gently stir in the cream and 

vanilla until blended. 

3. Divide the mixture evenly among the prepared ramekins. Cover with plastic wrap and 

refrigerate until well chilled and firm, at least 6 hours or up to overnight. 

4. Up to 2 hours before serving, remove the ramekins from the refrigerator. Run a small 

kitchen towel under very hot water. Ring out the excess water. Fold the hot towel in half 

and lay on the countertop. Place the ramekins on the towel to help release the bottoms. 

Carefully run a thin knife around the inside of each ramekin to loosen the custard. Invert and 

unmold each custard onto a small, flat serving plate. Drizzle with the coulis, if desired, and 

scatter the sliced strawberries over the top. Refrigerate until ready to serve.

Raspberry coulis 
Ingredients
• 3 cups (12 oz/ 375 g) raspberries 

• 1/4 cup (1 oz/ 30 g) confectioners sugar, plus more as needed 

• 1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice

Directions
1. In a food processor, combine the raspberries and confectionary sugar. Pulse until the 

berries are pureed. Pass through a fine-mesh sieve placed over a small bowl, pressing on 

the contents of the sieve with the back of a wooden spoon to extract all the juice. Taste and 

add more sugar, if desired. Makes about 1 cup (8 fl oz/ 250 ml).

As one might expect, 
Union Street plans to go all 
out for Valentine’s Day. The 
restaurant will host a “Galen-
tine’s Day” event on Saturday, 
the day before Valentine’s Day, 
which will give the all-female 
attendees the whiskey bar all 
to themselves and feature a 

special selection of drinks. 
While Union Street is 

still solidifying its Valen-
tine’s Day menu, it is famed 
for its oysters with horserad-
ish cocktail sauce, seasonal 
fried oysters with Old Bay aioli 
and New York strip steak with 
smashed potatoes, leeks and 

charred green beans. 
In addition to samplings 

from the above items, Chad-
sey said it is guaranteed the 
holiday menu “starts with 
champagne and ends with 
chocolate, and has everything 
in between.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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PORT CITY FLAVOR

Back patio area – the best 
outdoor dining in Old Town! • 

Dogs welcomed and loved • Wine 
classes and wine tasting events

A place of happiness & friendship 
perfect for first & forever dates that 
includes deliciously delectable food 

& decadent desserts!
207 King Street • mysonomacellar.com • 703.566.9867

Feel as though you’re in Paris–romantic French 
dining without leaving town! 

Serving French Cuisine since 1983

127 N. Washington St. | 703.548.4661 | lerefugealexandria.com

New hours! Family friendly! 
You’ll become a regular once you 
experience our menu and chef! 
 

Enjoy our patio!
11am-3pm  Sat/Sun Brunch

3pm -7pm Happy Hour1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray • 703.836.1212 • www.kaizentavern.com

11 am - 3 pm Lunch & Brunch (weekends) 
3 pm - 6 pm Happy Hour 
6pm - 10 pm Dinner

Imagine life in your 
new M&M kitchen!

817 S. WASHINGTON ST. | ALEXANDRIA, 23314

Contact Rory Callaghan at  
301-537-3515 or roryc@mandmappliance.com

A new M&M kitchen 
will make life at home 
more enjoyable.

817 S. WASHINGTON ST. | ALEXANDRIA, 23314

Contact Rory Callaghan at  
301-537-3515 or roryc@mandmappliance.com

& CABINETS
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Celebrate Super Bowl 
Sunday in style
BY RORY CALLAGHAN

For Super Bowl Sunday, 
let’s raise the bar from 
wings and nachos to some-
thing more interesting that’s 
still easy to make. The cook 
deserves to enjoy the game 
and not just be a server. 

Finger food is fun but can 
also be a lot of work. Slid-
ers are versatile, and if you 
choose your fixings wisely, 
they’re not messy. If your 
gang can be trusted with 
a steaming bowl of chili or 
stew that they won’t spill 
when their team scores, 
they’ll be better nourished 
– and you are off the hook of 
doing a lot of prep, cooking 
and clean-up. 

Sliders can be made from 
just about any food and are 
almost as easy as a one-pot 
dish. You must pick ingre-
dients that you can prepare 
easily, so shrimp tempura, 
which is one of my favor-
ites, is out of the question 
when you want to keep it 
simple. Instead, make a big 
pan of Spanish tapas-style 
gambas. 

Liberally douse the 
bottom of a pan with olive 
oil and a crushed garlic 
clove and bring it to medium 
heat. When it’s hot enough 
to sizzle, add the shrimp. 
Do not move them around 
or they won’t brown. Cook 
them for a minute or two, 
and then flip and cook them 
for another minute. Serve 
them in a bowl with a large 
spoon. Garnish with freshly 
chopped parsley. Guests can 
make their own sliders using 
mini dinner rolls. 

Sloppy Joes are popular, 
but the problem is that they 
are indeed sloppy. Instead of 
pan cooking the meat, mix 
cooked onions, spices and 

aromatics into a bowl with 
the ground meat. Pour the 
mixture into a cake pan and 
bake it for 20 minutes at 350 
degrees. Let it cool a little 
before cutting the meat like 
brownies. The meat will hold 
together enough to go on 
a bun. Plant-based ground 
protein cooks very well using 
this same method, if you 
want a vegetarian offering.

Soup, stew and chili are 
winter fare with stick-to-
the-ribs goodness. Plus, 
they are all easy to prepare 
and easy for guests to serve 
themselves. The ingredients 
you choose hardly matter. 
When you cook food slowly 
in a big pot, it usually turns 
out well. Vegetarians, pesca-
tarians and carnivores alike 
can enjoy a bowl of steamy 
food, served with bread or 
tortillas.

My chili is Texarkana style 
taught to me by a Choctaw 
Native American. It consists 
of several kinds of peppers 
from mild to fiery, onion, 
corn, beans and maybe stew 
beef – no tomatoes. Thicken 
the mixture with corn meal 
or cheese and brown every-
thing a bit before adding 
liquid so it caramelizes. 
Warm your tortillas directly 
on the burner, but be quick 
about it – they burn fast.

Ribs are also a party bite, 
but who has the time to put 
them on a grill for hours 
to tenderize, especially in 
winter? This is why I love 
my combi steam oven. All in 
one move, I can cook the ribs 
until tender, and then switch 
to steam broil to char them 
to perfection in a third of 
the time. Same goes for pork 
shoulder. And there’s only 
one pan to clean up. Combi 
steam ovens start at $300 for 
the tiny Cuisinart, $600 for 
Anova and $3,000 and up for 
built-into-cabinet models. 

Half-baked baguettes are 
available in most grocery 
stores. Ten minutes in the 
oven and you have deli-
cious, fresh bread perfect 
for accompanying anything. 
Score the bread vertically, 
but don’t cut it all the way 
through in order to create 
slices for dipping into what-
ever dip you buy or cook up.

Depending on which team 
you’re cheering for, the big 
game can often be a disap-
pointment, so don’t let your 
food be one too. Salvage a 
boring game or heartbreak-
ing defeat with hearty fare. 
And don’t spend too much 
time in the kitchen. Spend it 
with family and friends.

The writer is kitchen 
planning director at M&M 
Appliance and Cabinets on 
South Washington Street. 

Contact him at roryc@
mandmappliance.

com or 301-537-3515.

Football fare made easy
  

Super Bowl soup/stew
Ingredients
• Highly customizable, this recipe can utilize any 

combination of veggies or meat you enjoy.

Directions
1. Lightly coat the bottom of a stock pot or Dutch oven 

with olive oil and bring to medium heat. Add cut up 

veggies and aromatics such as thyme and parsley and 

cook until they just begin to soften.

2. If using meat, add it to the pot and don’t move it 

around. Let it brown. Add salt and pepper. Flip it and let 

the other side brown, also adding salt and pepper. Add 

liquid, either water or stock. Reduce heat and cover.  

3. Let it simmer, not boil. A true simmer just undulates the 

surface slightly, allowing only a bubble or two to pop up 

at a time. It’s difficult to achieve that low a heat on many 

cooktops. Use a simmer plate or place a griddle on the 

burner and then the pot on it. This will diffuse heat and 

your dish won’t boil. Boiling is the death of a good dish. It 

must heat slowly, but thoroughly, to be both tender and 

richly flavored. Use a thermometer to test the meat to 

ensure your preferred temperature.

PORT CITY FLAVOR: Foodie
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Sonoma Cellar’s gluten-free chocolate cake
Ingredients
Cake:

• 1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips – 

use high quality chips

• ½ cup butter

• ¾ cup sugar

• ¼ teaspoon salt

• 1 teaspoon espresso powder

• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract or paste

• 3 eggs

• ½ cup cocoa powder – high quality 

Glaze:

• 1 cup semi-sweet chocolate 

• ½ cup heavy cream 

Espresso cinnamon 

mascarpone cream (optional):

• 1 cup heavy cream

• ½ cup mascarpone cream

• 1 teaspoon vanilla paste

• 1 ½ teaspoon espresso powder

• ½ teaspoon ground cinnamon

• 2 tablespoons confectioner’s sugar

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Butter and put parchment paper on the bottom of an 8” round baking pan.

2. Melt chocolate chips and butter in glass bowl either in microwave – 30 seconds at a time – or a double boiler.

3. Add sugar, salt and espresso powder to melted chips and butter. 

4. Add eggs one at a time and blend until smooth. 

5. Add cocoa powder and vanilla and blend just until smooth. 

6. Fill round baking pan with the mix.

7. Bake for 25 minutes and there will be a thin crust on the top. Check for doneness with sharp knife to ensure it is 

cooked through. Remove from oven and let cool 5 minutes before turning out onto a cooling rack. Cool completely.

8. For the glaze, melt chocolate chips and cream in a glass bowl and microwave 30 seconds at a time. Blend and pour 

onto cooled cake. Serve when glaze is completely cooled. 

9. For espresso cinnamon mascarpone cream: Blend all ingredients with electric mixer until you form soft peaks. Top 

cake with dollop of delicious cream. 

 PHOTO/SONOMA CELLAR

PORT CITY FLAVOR: Recipe

 Union   Square
Union Square salutes the 

efforts our doctors, nurses 
and first responders 

fighting Covid-19.
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.

Elegant, spacious, 19th c ballroom in the heart of 
Old Town-the perfect place for a micro-wedding 

& socially distant entertaining!
Now accepting summer & fall bookings.

571-263-9805  |  bird22314@gmail.com

Find us online atVisit Alexandria Unique 
venues and on Wedding Wire.

UnionSquare

Now accepting spring & summer bookings.

FONTAINE

This Valentine’s Day, 
enjoy our:

Lunch 
or

Dinner
Complimentary Glass  

of Champagne 
Check out the menu  

on our website.
R.S.V.P 

703-535-8151

119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com

Coffee Shop NEW Hours: 7 am - 5 pm
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Fusion celebrates Black History Month
Fusion Academy Alex-

andria is celebrating Black 
History Month with a series 
of art projects to be displayed 
around campus. As with most 
initiatives at the one-to-one 
school, the inspiration for the 

projects was student-led. 
The students opted to 

display Black Lives Matter 
posters around the school and 
created an “I Have a Dream 
Wall.” Teachers, staff and 
students will be able to write 

their dreams and display them 
on clouds around the sign. 

Anticipation is build-
ing, and there is wide-
spread participation in the 
projects among the campus 
community. 

Blessed Sacrament expands preschool
In a time when a number 

of schools have down-
sized, Blessed Sacrament 
School has grown in the 
number of students enrolled 

at the school over the past two 
years. In fact, Blessed Sacra-
ment’s enrollment has grown 
so much that it announced 
it is adding a fourth class 

to its preschool for next 
year. The new “Fuzzy Bears” 
will join the Early Child-
hood Center as a class of 
3-year-olds.

ACHS students receive 
national recognition

Three Alexandria City 
High School students have 
been selected in the College 
Board’s National Recog-
nition Program. Isabel 
Cruz Rivera, Brianna Jerez 
Bustillo and Sabine Mead 
have been awarded recog-
nition for their academic 
achievements in school as 
well as their outstanding 
performance on the PSAT/
NMSQT, PSAT 10, and AP 
Exams. 

ACHS Director of School 
Counseling Melissa Deak said 
the honor was well deserved. 

“The recognition for 
the College Board affirms 
what the ACHS community 
already knows about Isabel, 
Brianna and Sabine,” Deak 
said. “Through their dedi-
cation, persistence and love 
of learning, they have bright 
futures ahead of them. 
They are college bound and 
college ready.”

Browne students raise funds for AWLA
Browne Academy kinder-

garteners partnered with 
the Animal Welfare League 
of Alexandria on a special 
project to understand more 
about animals and raise 
enough to pay for an animal’s 
adoption fee.

Kindergarten teach-
ers Rebecca Culbreth 
and Maddie Fields helped 
students research all types 
of creatures to figure out 
what animals make good 
pets and why. Students spent 

time looking on the AWLA 
website and reading about 
the animals up for adoption. 
Kindergarteners attended 
a Zoom field trip to see 
some of the animals and 
meet AWLA staff, learn-
ing about what they do to 
support the animals and pet 
lovers in the community.

 Students used what they 
learned to write persuasive 
stories and signs, which were 
posted in the shelter, aimed 
at convincing potential 

adopters to look into adopt-
ing from the AWLA.

To raise funds to spon-
sor the adoption fees for 
an animal, the kindergar-
ten artists collected more 
than 100 photos of Browne 
community pets, and 
students created one-of-a-
kind portraits of each animal. 
Families paid $1 per portrait, 
and overall kindergarteners 
raised more than $340 –more 
than enough to sponsor the 
adoption fees for an animal.

 PHOTO/BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL

Out of the classroom 
Education section

LESSONS 
FOR AGES 

3 TO 93 

Now offering: Piano, Guitar, Ukulele, 
Violin, Viola, Preschoolers and 
Kinder Partner Piano Lessons!

120 S. Royal St. | 703 341 7341  
www.oldtownmusicschool.com

Immanuel Church on the Hill

From cash to clothing to children’s backpacks – even a gift from Uncle 
Jonah – we’ve held  items left behind at Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill. 
If you visited our church and believe that  you lost something, please 
send an email to office@icoh.net with “Lost at Pumpkin Patch” in  

the subject line and describe in detail the item(s) left behind – if cash, 
we’ll need the exact amount – along with your daytime phone number. 
One-hundred percent of net sales at Immanuel’s annual pumpkin patch 
go toward supporting charities. For all who have visited and financially 

supported our initiatives, we thank you.

When you left Immanuel’s pumpkin patch last October… Did you 
leave something valuable behind?
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ACPS crossing guard honored
Virginia recognized Cross-

ing Guard Appreciation Day on 
Wednesday, and this year Alex-
andria City Public Schools 
has additional cause to cele-
brate. 

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation’s Safe Routes to 
School Program honored Cora 

Reed, crossing guard at Lyles-
Crouch Traditional Academy, 
as one of five Most Outstanding 
Crossing Guards in Virginia. For 
nearly 50 years, Reed has been 
an integral part of the school 
community and helped ACPS 
students get to school safely 
in all weather conditions. 

ACHS students receive 
national recognition

Three Alexandria City 
High School students have 
been selected in the College 
Board’s National Recog-
nition Program. Isabel 
Cruz Rivera, Brianna Jerez 
Bustillo and Sabine Mead 
have been awarded recog-
nition for their academic 
achievements in school as 
well as their outstanding 
performance on the PSAT/
NMSQT, PSAT 10, and AP 
Exams. 

ACHS Director of School 
Counseling Melissa Deak said 
the honor was well deserved. 

“The recognition for 
the College Board affirms 
what the ACHS community 
already knows about Isabel, 
Brianna and Sabine,” Deak 
said. “Through their dedi-
cation, persistence and love 
of learning, they have bright 
futures ahead of them. 
They are college bound and 
college ready.”

SSSAS robotics team wins award
The St. Stephen’s and St. 

Agnes Middle School robot-
ics team Terabyte Triceratops 
won the Judge’s Choice Award 
during a recent virtual FIRST 
Tech Challenge awards cere-
mony after competing in an 

FTC Qualifying Tournament.
The Judge’s Choice Award 

is given at the discretion of 
the judges to a team they 
have encountered whose 
efforts, performance or 
dynamics merit recognition, 

yet the team does not fit into 
any of the existing award 
categories.

The judges shared that the 
students showed “extreme 
teamwork” when working on 
their robot.

The Immanuel Lutheran 
School community joined 
more than 1,800 Lutheran 
schools across the coun-
try in celebrating National 
Lutheran Schools Week 
in late January. Dozens 
of ILS students, teachers 
and alumni kicked off the 
week participating in the 
49th annual March for Life in 
Washington, D.C., the world’s 
largest annual human rights 

demonstration, on Jan. 21.
This year, ILS students and 

alumni had the distinct honor 
of assisting as flag bearers at 
the front of the march. Brav-
ing the cold temperatures, 
the ILS community joined 
more than 100,000 march-
ers from across the country in 
the demonstration.

In addition to recogniz-
ing and highlighting the 
work of Lutheran schools in 

serving students and fami-
lies, Lutheran Schools Week 
provides opportunities for 
ILS students, teachers and 
families to participate in a 
variety of fun activities and 
favorite school traditions. 
These included Drop Every-
thing and Read Day, special 
dress up days for both favorite 
literary characters and favor-
ite Bible characters, game day 
and more.  

ILS kicks off Lutheran Schools Week 

Out of the classroom 
Education section

A diverse student body, 
highly-qualified staff and 
strong community relation-
ships are points of pride for 
William Ramsay Elementary 
School – and driving factors 
for student success. Located 
at the end of Alexandria’s 
Beauregard Corridor, Ramsay 
is an ideal learning environ-
ment for students.

Ramsay staff put 
students’ socio-emotional 
and academic needs first 
and understand that strong 
staff-student relationships 
nurture the engagement, 
curiosity and academic habits 
that encourage successful life-
long learners. When Ramsay 
students move on to middle 
school, they are prepared to 

meet academic and social 
challenges and self-advocate 
to ensure their success. 

Honored with a 2020 
Virginia Mathematics and 
Science Coalition Programs 
that Work award, Ramsay’s 
science-based, language arts 
instruction engages students 
in small-group, customized 
learning opportunities that 

are simply one of the best ways 
to increase student under-
standing and strengthen a 
love of learning. 

Ramsay’s special initia-
tives include an outdoor 
classroom, family book club, 
Robotics program and Inter-
national Festival.

This is advertorial content.

William Ramsay Elementary School
School Profile

School Name: William 
Ramsay Elementary School
Address: 5700 Sanger Ave., 
Alexandria, VA 22311
Founded: 1957 
Grades: PreK to fifth grade
Number of students: 629
Mission: William Ramsay is a 
diverse and inclusive learning 
community dedicated to building 
strong relationships and 
developing the whole child through 
effective collaboration. Our 
students are culturally competent 
citizens who are self-empowered 
and committed to life-long 
learning. We believe that real-world 
applications of knowledge lead 
our students to global success.
Mascot: Roadrunner
Motto: Running our 
road to success
Principal: Michael Routhouska
Staff with post-grad degrees: 74%
Website:  
www.acps.k12.va.us/ramsay
Contact:  williamramsay@
acps.k12.va.us 

AT A GLANCE

PHOTOS/WILLIAM RAMSAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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teams for the high school.
Even though there was no 

funding for athletics at Park-
er-Gray at that time, Holland 
started recruiting and train-
ing students, hoping that the 
school would receive some 
funding in the future to hire 
a full-time coach. He began 
to organize basketball and 
football sessions and became 
Parker-Gray’s first athletic 
coach. 

The African American 
community quickly noticed 
his hard work, dedication 
and the time he spent help-
ing the students. The parents 
and the Alexandria commu-
nity began donating equip-
ment and uniforms to the 
school for the basketball 
and football teams. Holland 
also enlisted other teach-
ers to assist him with coach-
ing. Before long, Parker-Gray 
began competing against 
other schools in Virginia and 
Washington, D.C.

Holland was not only an 
exceptional coach, but he was 
also a great science teacher. He 
often told his students in class 
to sit up and take good notes, 
and his students said that he 
was a quiet and unassuming 
man who inspired them.

Holland worked at Park-
er-Gray as a teacher, volunteer 
coach and advisor for 32 years 
until the school closed in 1965. 
After his formal retirement, he 
worked as a substitute teacher 
in Alexandria City Public 

Schools until 1981.
Holland was born on 

Jan. 14, 1899, in the Gum 
Springs community in Fair-
fax, Virginia, a historically 
Black Fairfax County subdi-
vision off the Route 1 corri-
dor. His parents were William 
and Elizabeth Tyler Holland. 
He was the youngest of eight 
children. 

The Holland family was 
very active in the community 
and owned small businesses in 
the area. William Holland was 
a butcher. Prior to the Civil 
War, William’s parents were 
free people of color. 

Gum Springs was largely 
segregated from the wider 
community, but it was 
self-sufficient because of 
the collective cooperation 
of its residents. The Gum 
Springs community had its 
own churches and businesses 
but no high school, so many 
families sent their children 
to Parker-Gray in Alexandria 
or to Jennie Dean Manassas 
Industrial School for Colored 
Youth in Manassas, Virginia.

Holland earned his bach-
elor’s degree in science from 
the City College of New York 
and a master’s degree from 
Morgan State University in 
Baltimore. While Holland 
was living in Baltimore work-
ing on his master’s degree, 
he and his first wife, Annie, 
lived in a boarding house. 

Ferris L. Holland 
made a mark on the 
Alexandria community
BY CHAR MCCARGO BAH

Parker-Gray High School 
had many dedicated teachers 
that taught African American 
children from 1920 to 1965. 
Those teachers spent their 

time preparing their students 
for careers and education 
beyond high school. They also 
assisted students with other 
financial difficulties by, for 
example, buying them winter 
coats and gloves.

For the first 10 years of its 
existence, Parker-Gray had 
no basketball or football team 

until the principal, Wesley D. 
Elam, hired Ferris Holland in 
1933 to teach general science, 
biology and chemistry. After 
Holland was hired, he real-
ized that the school did not 
have any athletic activities for 
students. With the support of 
Elam, Holland volunteered to 
start basketball and football 

The first coach of  
Parker-Gray High School

 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARCHIVES
Ferris L. Holland teaches science to his students at Parker-Gray High School.

SEE COACH | 25

TimesLivinq
The Other Alexandria



24 | FEBRUARY 10, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Lighting can transform  
a home
The right fixture can 
complement and 
augment your design
BY BRANDPOINT

Your home reflects who 
you are and is where you 
should feel your best. One of 
the biggest opportunities to 
define a room is through light-
ing that adds touches of fash-
ion and function.

Lighting helps pull a room’s 
aesthetic together, much like 
how a special accessory such 
as a necklace or tie elevates 
an outfit. Selecting lighting 
should be done thoughtfully, 
with each option complement-
ing –not competing with – the 
surroundings. 

If you’re considering 
updating your lighting, it’s 

important to take the time to 
determine what you like and 
how that can be integrated 
into spaces. Every room tells 
a story, and the goal is for the 
lighting to be an extension of 
that tale.

To get started, start think-
ing about what kind of design 
you gravitate toward. Is it the 
warmth of traditional design 
styles or the clean lines of 
contemporary, modern forms? 
Does it evoke a specific time 
period or place in the world?

Eye-catching lighting that 
complements the space is a 
top design trend, especially 
as people are spending more 
time at home. Kohler Lighting 
is continuously evolving offer-
ings to meet the myriad design 
preferences of homeowners. 

Three new collections demon-
strate how different designs 
can meet these varying styles.

Lush, vintage design
Do you adore designs kissed 

with opulence and grandeur, 
similar to styles in the Golden 
Age of Hollywood from the 
1920s to the 1940s? 

The Tresdoux lighting 
collection captures the magic 
of this classic era and trans-
forms it into a modern collec-
tion. The signature look 
features a mixture of materi-
als and textures, pairing deli-
cate matte ribbed-glass shades 
with scalloped metal details. 
From sconces and bath bars to 
chandeliers, the fixtures feel COURTESY PHOTO

Lights with a more modern design offer an elegant yet understated 
appeal that rely on pared down form.SEE LIGHTING | 25

HOMES 

WE’RE HERE!

Matthew McCarthy

Savings and service await you at your 
GEICO Local Offi  ce — right here in Alexandria! 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Homeowners, renters,and condo coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle andATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered 

service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2020. © 2020 GEICO. 20_541475041

703-236-1366  |  4617 Duke Street, Alexandria
geico.com/nova-metro  |  ¡Hablamos Español!
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sumptuous and rich, while 
never overpowering the 
space. It’s the ideal marriage 
of boldness and refinement.

Modern style and clean 
lines

Look for lighting options 
with distinct forms for strik-
ing elegance. For example, 
the Kraga collection offers 
a variety of lighting options 
that are a creative take on 
mid-century modern designs 
with a sophisticated twist. 
Each eye-catching fixture is 
artistically crafted utilizing 
curved, linear metal pieces 
that fit in modern and tradi-
tional spaces.

This collection of light-
ing is sculptural, with 
an elegance that is bold, 
yet understated. Devoid 
of unnecessary decora-
tive elements, these lights 
rely instead on the purity 

of pared-down form and 
hand-selected materials. 

Traditional, equestrian 
design

For lighting that offers a 
creative approach to tradi-
tional English country décor, 
consider the Terret Collec-
tion that is inspired by British 
equestrian design, updated 
through a palette of organic 
materials.

Designs draw from early 
English country where owners 
would bring the beauty of 
their pastoral surroundings 
into their interiors, blending 
leathers and textiles with 
the rustic beauty of wrought 
iron, weathered wood and 
glassworks. 

Your home is your sanc-
tuary. It’s where you work, 
play, relax and can feel like 
yourself. Lighting enhances 
the personality of your home 
and makes it as individual as 
you are.
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After Annie’s death, Holland 
married a widow, Alice Chris-
tine Lewis, who also worked 
at Parker-Gray High School. 
They married in 1970, when 

Holland was 71.
T he Holland family 

included many entrepreneurs 
and educators. In the Gum 
Springs community, there is a 
street named after the Holland 
family for their contributions 

to the community. Holland 
died on April 8, 1990. Many 
people remember Holland as 
a dedicated teacher, mentor 
and hero. 

For the month of Febru-
ary, we are honoring one of 
our own local people who 
influenced many students 
who attended Parker-Gray. If 
Holland had not established 
a sports curriculum in those 
early years at the school, Earl 
Lloyd, an Alexandria athlete 
who became the first Afri-
can American to play in the 
National Basketball Associ-
ation, likely would not have 
broken the NBA’s color barrier.

The writer is a freelancer, 
independent historian, 

investigative researcher,  
professional genealogist and a 

Living Legend of Alexandria. 
You can visit her blog at 

www.theotheralexandria.
com/ for more about “The 

Other Alexandria.”
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 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARCHIVES
Parker-Gray High School football players practice for a game.

HOMES 

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE
HOME OF THE WEEK

Once the carriage house of 
George Washington’s brother, 
Lawrence Washington, 1/2 
Swift’s Alley was built nearly 
40 years prior to the signing of 
the U.S. Constitution. 

Situated in the middle of a 
historic cobblestone alley, this 
fully detached all brick cottage 

home is a testament to the rich 
history of Old Town. 

Charming in its historic 
detail, this period home with 
its own cobblestone and brick 
drive and two courtyards lends 
itself to indoor and outdoor 
living. Use one courtyard for 
the morning and another for 

the afternoon. There is also 
an optional second bedroom/
study presently staged as a 
dining room.

Even though Swift’s Alley 
is easily walkable to every-
thing in Old Town, includ-
ing the Potomac River and 
the now-permanent pedes-

trian zone in the 100 block of 
King Street with its outdoor 
dining options, it is impres-
sively private. 

A writer’s and artist’s 
dream, 1/2 Swift’s Alley has 
a storybook feel that Jane 
Austen would feel perfectly 
at home in. 

Historic home evokes history of Old Town
Address: ½ Swift’s 

Alley, Alexandria 22314

Neighborhood: Old 

Town

Price: $1,075,000

Bedrooms: 2

Bathrooms: 1

Square feet: 1,030

Year built: 1750

Contact:

Joan Shannon  

The Shannon Group of 

Compass 

joan.shannon@

compass.com 

703-507-8655

COURTESY PHOTO
Left: The home features a cobblestone and brick driveway.
Middle: The front entrance opens onto the first of two courtyards.
Right: The living room of this historic home.
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What a conundrum affordable housing continues to be for 
Alexandria!

The general consensus is that affordable housing in the city 
declined by around 90% between 2000 and 2017. Government officials, 
faith-based organizations, nonprofits and concerned residents have 
discussed, worried and acted to try and stem this tide.

Despite everyone’s best intentions, we have been rowing 
against the current: In recent years, more people moving to 
Alexandria coupled with rising pre-pandemic economic prosperity 
has continued to squeeze the housing supply, causing prices to 
soar. To wit:

• Home valuations have increased by an average of 44.5% in 
Alexandria in the last 10 years, according to bestplaces.net.

• More than 50% of those living in Alexandria rent housing, 
according to bestplaces.net, a growing trend in urban areas across the 
country and globally.

• The average rent for a one-bedroom apartment in Alexandria is 
currently $1,813, which is a 5% increase compared to this time last 
year, according to zumper.com.

• Almost 57% of Alexandria’s housing supply was built prior to 
1980, according to bestplaces.net. While old, well-maintained, single-
family homes can be charming, old less-well-maintained apartment 
buildings are decidedly not for those who live there.

Our city is not alone, of course. Urbanization around the globe 
has increased the number of renters in cities, which has raised rents 
and squeezed out low-income residents. According to a 2018 study 
by the Lincoln Institute, “Housing affordability deteriorates as city 
population, urban extent density, and regulatory restrictions in land 
supply increase.”

The question, now as before, is “What do we do?”
We are not a fan of the piecemeal approach the city has leaned on in 

recent years of granting huge density waivers to for-profit developers 
in exchange for a handful of affordable housing units. Not only are 
the units gained a proverbial drop in the bucket, but added density, in 
Alexandria’s case a “bonus” to developers for said trickle of affordable 
units, contributes to the housing squeeze, as the Lincoln Institute 
study found.

Large public housing projects began being built in the United States 
during the New Deal in the 1930s, while according to homesnow.org, 
the Housing Act of 1968:

“… encouraged white flight from the inner city by selling suburban 
properties to whites and inner-city properties to blacks, thus creating 
neighborhoods that were racially isolated from other neighborhoods. 
Public housing units were often built in predominantly poor and black 
areas, reinforcing racial and economic differences and stereotypes 
between neighborhoods.”

It’s fair to say that no one wants a return to policies that create 
poor, urban ghettos. And yet, unless larger projects are built or 
bought, we will make little real headway against affordable housing 
loss.

Cities around the country are trying creative approaches to the 
affordable housing conundrum, from issuing bonds to build afford-
able housing in Austin, Texas and Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 

A good approach to 
affordable housing 

PHOTO/JOHN PORTER
A double-breasted cormorant photographed last month at Lake Cook.

Your Views

Private scheming was anti-police
To the editor:

In our Dec. 9, 2021, letter “Public debate, 
private scheming,” we noted that a Freedom 
of Information Act request had revealed 
that two groups, Grassroots Alexandria 
and Tenants & Workers United, were work-
ing with now former Vice Mayor Eliza-
beth Bennett-Parker and Councilors Canek 
Aguirre, John Chapman and now former 
Councilor Mo Seifeldein on a secret proposal 
to undermine restoring School Resource 
Officers. This proposal was released 10 
minutes into a hearing on the issue. 

GRA and TWU knew of the develop-
ing policy proposal and participated in 
the media strategy, while Alexandria City 
Public Schools, the Alexandria School 
Board, the Alexandria Police Department, 
their three council colleagues and the 
public – including parents – did not.  

We welcome the letter writer, Jonathan 
Krall, not contesting this point in his Jan. 20 
letter, “Pro-student, not anti-police.” Krall is 
a top official of GRA and identified by TWU 
as a volunteer and supporter, although that 
is not disclosed in his letter. The FOIA was 
clear. The only thing he contests is noting 
these groups are “ideologically anti-police.”

That characterization was based upon the 
FOIA and public statements. For example, on 
its Facebook page, GRA argues for “getting 
police out of schools” and opposes body 
cameras because “APD cannot be trusted … ” 

GRA has also noted that TWU has 
called for defunding police, although TWU 
stated in the FOIA that it favors “reallocat-
ing” funds away from police in its scath-
ing response to the vote. A leader of Racial 
Justice Alexandria, the third group Krall 
mentioned, is the author of the emails 
from the FOIA that were directed at Mayor 
Justin Wilson. These emails used inflam-
matory rhetoric about law enforcement, 
which we cited in our Dec. 9 letter.

These groups are, of course, entitled to 
their positions and to advocate for them 
vigorously. However, it is equally fair to read 
their stated positions and conclude they 
are indeed ideologically anti-police. The 
fact that the “Gang of Four” city council-
ors consulted with them, and no one else, in 
secret also speaks volumes to their concur-
rence with Krall’s actual position and their 
disinterest in any other stakeholder or view. 

-Frank Putzu, Bill Rossello,
AlexandriaSEE OUR VIEW | 27

Our View Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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Black history embraced

Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Your Views

Council should deny ParcView project
To the editor:

I am a member of the Holmes Run 
Civic Association and am writing to 
express opposition to the ParcView 
project. The developer plans to add 
two additional buildings on a three-
acre lot, which will add 227 units, and 
increase the number of apartments 
from 149 to 373.  This issue will come 
before City Council for approval on 
Saturday.

Holmes Run Parkway is home to 
a diverse community of residents. We 
are also the most densely populated 
area in the most densely populated 
city in Virginia. Holmes Run Park-
way is home to 449 units of income-
based housing, otherwise known as 
affordable housing.

Holmes Run Parkway contains 
almost half of the Section 8 senior 
housing in the city. Why does it seem 
that the most vulnerable citizens 
are targeted by the most aggres-
sive development? The elderly may 
not have the resources to object and 
those at ParcView may fear losing 
their housing if they protest.

ParcView residents will also be 
unable to park their vehicles in their 
parking lot once construction begins, 
which is estimated to last from 24 to 

30 months. At this time, just where 
they will park their vehicles remains 
“to be determined.”  

We and our neighbors are 
concerned about the impact this 
aggressive construction will have on 
neighboring condos, most of them at 
least 50 years old, especially after the 
Surfside tragedy in Florida where 98 
people lost their lives. After an initial 
flurry of activity last July from Mayor 
Justin Wilson, it appears that no 
steps have been taken toward allay-
ing the fears of occupants of aging 
buildings in this crowded corridor.

A recent incident occurred in 
Washington, D.C. in early January 
2022, where residents of a house 
had to be evacuated in the after-
math of excavation taking place 
next door. Most, if not all, parking 
for current developments is under-
ground, requiring the excavation of 
deep, underground parking levels.

There is robust opposition to the 
ParcView development, as demon-
strated by the response to our peti-
tion, which will be presented to City 
Council prior to the Feb. 12 meet-
ing. We are asking that council vote 
against this development. 

-Sandy Buerlel, Alexandria

BY DR. GREGORY C. HUTCHINGS, ED.D.

Years since it was first established, we 
still embrace the opportunity to celebrate 
Black History Month and the culture, local 
heroes of the civil rights movement and 
the struggles they endured. Yet, we should 
also recognize every day how the rich 
history of African Americans helped shape 
the City of Alexandria we live in today and 
make this part of our ongoing 
conversation.

In 1976, President Gerald R. 
Ford, a former Alexandrian, offi-
cially recognized Black History 
Month as he called on all Amer-
icans to “seize the opportunity 
to honor the too-often neglected 
accomplishments of Black Amer-
icans in every area of endeavor throughout 
our history.” Decades later and the history 
and legacy of African Americans are still 
underrepresented in textbooks, class-
rooms and in many museums. 

The truth is that the preservation of 
African American historic sites remains 
more limited than other historical 
settings. Preserving these sites is import-
ant as they help us remember and learn 
from the hardships endured during a dark 
time in our history. As abolitionist and 
orator Frederick Douglass once said, “If 
there is no struggle there is no progress.”

It is not easy to reflect on the affliction 
of African Americans who passed through 
1315 Duke Street in Alexandria in the 
1800s. This building served as the head-
quarters for The Franklin and Armfield 
Slave Pen, one of the largest slave trad-
ing companies in the United States. Thou-
sands of enslaved African American men, 
women and children passed through this 
site between 1828 and 1861.

It now stands as a National Historic 
Landmark and was purchased by the City 
of Alexandria in 2020 to become part of 
its museum system. Today, the Freedom 
House Museum serves to educate future 
generations as it captures the harsh reality 
of the domestic slave trade along with the 
courageous stories of African Americans 
who survived and continued the fight for 
equal rights. 

As we observe Black History Month 
in Alexandria City Public Schools, our 

theme is “Celebrating Legends, Building 
Legacies.” The history of the Parker-Gray 
School offers both, even as it is symbolic 
of an era of segregation. This school was 
born out of the community outcry over 
two unsuitable and poorly maintained 
schools that African American children 
had been crammed into for years in Alex-
andria. While the segregated school still 
fell short of offering an equitable educa-

tion when compared to schools 
for white children, it did provide 
schooling through eighth grade, 
with high school grades added a 
little more than a decade later.

While the buildings that 
were part of Parker-Gray may 
no longer stand, the legacy of 
the people who passed through 

its doors have become a treasured part of 
our history. This school helped produce 
doctors, judges, a brigadier general and 
the first African American to be elected 
to chair a public school board in Virginia: 
Ferdinand T. Day, who attended Park-
er-Gray through eighth grade. 

There is no doubt that our city has 
undergone an evolution since its early 
days that takes it from a racist past to the 
diverse community it is today. If we truly 
want to achieve racial equity, it is neces-
sary to not only look back at our past but to 
learn from it in order to continue on a path 
of change. As we celebrate Black History 
Month, National Youth Poet Laureate 
Amanda Gorman provides a message of 
hope in “The Hill We Climb.”

“We are striving to forge our union 
with purpose.

To compose a country committed to all 
cultures, colors, characters and conditions 
of man.

And so, we lift our gaze, not to what stands 
between us, but what stands before us.

We close the divide because we know to 
put our future first, we must first put our 
differences aside.”

When the poet’s words become our 
new reality, then we may not need just a 
month to celebrate Black History, because 
it will take its rightful place in American 
history every day. 

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

according to salud-America.
org, to cities buying existing 
properties in places as diverse as 
Dallas, Texas and Gary, Indiana, 
according to fastcompany.com. 
We think Alexandria’s ongoing 
partnership with Wesley Hous-
ing, an acclaimed nonprofit 
builder of affordable housing, is 
extremely constructive because 
the number of units gained in 
each project makes a significant 
dent in the affordable housing 
deficit.

Yes, neighbors and civic 
associations have raised 
legitimate concerns about 
the ParcView II project that 
City Council will consider at 
Saturday’s public hearing. 
This project would increase 

Alexandria’s affordable housing 
stock by a net 224 units, while 
refurbishing or expanding 149 
current units. See the Times', 
page 1 story, “E tu, ParcView?” 
for details.

Concerns about damage 
to existing nearby buildings 
from pile driving for the 
new structures, including a 
two-story underground garage, 
are legitimate and need to 
be investigated and closely 
monitored if this project is 
approved. There’s also not 
a clear, feasible solution for 
interim parking for current 
residents while the new 
structures are built on the 
existing surface parking lot.

Nonetheless, we hope City 
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DR. GREGORY 
HUTCHINGS, ED.D.
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Weekly Poll
This Week  
What do you think about the proposed 
ParcView II project?

Last Week  
Would you be interested in one of the 100 
slots open to Alexandria residents to travel 
to Montgomery, Alabama to visit the Equal 
Justice Initiative's National Memorial for 
Peace and Justice?

A) I think it’s a great way to address the city’s need for 

affordable housing.

B) I think it’s great in concept, but this is not the right place 

for it.

C) The city doesn’t need more large-scale development.

D) I’m not sure.

64% No.

19% Yes, I plan to apply.

13% Yes, but I don't know how to apply.

4% I'm not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Celebrating African American Olympians
As the world watches its 

best winter sport athletes 
compete in the Olympics, 
we celebrate the achieve-
ments of African American 
competitors in Olympics 
past and present. 

At the 2002 Winter 
Olympics, Vonetta Flowers 
won a gold medal in the first 
women’s Olympic bobsled 
event as a brakewoman and 
was the first African Amer-
ican athlete to win a gold 
medal in the Winter Olym-
pics.

Elana Meyers Taylor is 
currently competing at her 
fourth Olympics, the 2022 
Olympic Winter Games in 
Beijing, where she is sched-
uled to compete in the 
women’s monobob and 
two-woman bobsled events. 
She won an Olympic bronze 
medal as a brakewoman at 
the 2010 Winter Games, 
then won silver medals in 
2014 and 2018.

At the 2006 Olympic 
Winter Games in Turin, 
Italy, speed skater Shani 

Davis became the first Afri-
can American athlete to win 
a gold medal in an individual 
event, the 1,000m. The four-
time Olympic medalist also 
earned silver for the 1,500m. 
Four years later in Vancou-
ver, he won gold and silver 
again. 

Maame Biney made 
history as the youngest 
and first African American 
woman to qualify for the 
U.S. Olympic speed-skating 
team, competing at the 2018 
Winter Games in Pyeongc-
hang, South Korea. Biney, 
a short-track speed skater 
from Reston, Virginia, is 
competing in her second 
Olympics at the 2022 Winter 
Games in Beijing in the 
500-meter, 1,000-meter and 
1,500-meter events. She is 
also appearing in television 
commercials for VISA.

Many Black athletes 
were on Team USA at the 
Summer Olympic Games in 
Tokyo, Japan last summer. 
Alexandria’s own Noah 
Lyles won a bronze medal 

in the men’s 200-meter 
dash. His mother, Keisha 
Caine Bishop, president of 
the Lyles Brothers Foun-
dation, was the keynote 
speaker at Alexandria’s 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day staff program. Bishop 
stressed that while the 
achievement is laudable, 
the content of one’s charac-
ter is even more important. 

The Moss H. Kendrix 
Collection at the Alexan-
dria Black History Museum 
includes photographs, 
letters, newspaper clippings 
and other printed material 
showcasing people of char-
acter who also achieved 
success in their fields, 
including a variety of Olym-
pians, such as Alice Coach-
man and Muhammad Ali.

Coachman made history 
twice, once when she 
became the first African 
American woman to win an 
Olympic gold medal for high 
jump in 1948, and again 
when she became the first 
African American female 

athlete to endorse an inter-
national consumer product, 
appearing in a Moss Kend-
rix advertising campaign 
for Coca-Cola in 1952.

While still known as 
Cassius Clay, Ali competed 
in the light heavyweight 
division at the 1960 Olym-
pic Summer Games in Rome, 
Italy, winning the gold 
medal. In 1996, he had the 
honor of lighting the Olym-
pic cauldron at the Summer 
Olympic Games in Atlanta, 
Georgia and in retirement, 
Ali dedicated himself to 
philanthropy, support-
ing organizations such as 
the Special Olympics and 
the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion.

The Moss H. Kendrix 
Collection is currently being 
digitized as part of a project 
partly funded by the Insti-
tute of Museum and Library 
Services.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office 
of Historic Alexandria.

Council does approve this 
project on Saturday, for 
three primary reasons: 

•  First,  it would measur-
ably increase Alexandria’s 

supply of affordable housing. 
• Second, the finished 

project appears to include 
adequate parking for the 
number of units, a key 
consideration in a part of 
town with limited access to 

public transportation. 
• Third, the scaled 

approach to affordability 
within the building means 
that there will be socio-
economic and presumably 
ethnic diversity among 

residents, which should 
minimize the ghettoization 
generated by earlier large 
projects. 

This is one develop-
ment project that we fully 
endorse.
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OUT OF THE ATTIC
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Weekly Words

ART ACQUISITION by Drew Schmenner, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
MARJORIE R. ABRAMSON (98), of Alexandria, Feb. 4, 
2022
GWENDOLYN A. HARGRAVES (79), of Alexandria, Jan. 24, 
2022
ARLENE M. HEWITT (91), formerly of Alexandria, Feb. 2, 
2022
LILLIE MCCLARY (87), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 30, 
2022
ALBERT STAUDERMAN (85), of Alexandria, Feb. 1, 2022
JULIETTE F. TUCKER (101), of Alexandria, Feb. 2, 2022

ACROSS
1 Equine moms
6 Chum
9 Wall St. debut
12 Did great at a drag show
18 Himalayan native
20 Ties, like a score
22 Day to blast the AC
23	 Basic	suggestion	for	fixing	a	

laptop?
25 Shrewd
26 PC copying shortcut
27 Clipper or cruiser
28 Spreads sloppily
29 Not least, idiomatically
32	 Altar	affirmative
33 Actor Guinness
35 Cold cubes
36 Not in fashion
37 Anthem for many a "Fast & 

Furious" character?
44 Came up
46	 Field	of	expertise
47 Heavy lode's contents
48 Wizards' org.
49	 Textile	seen	in	the	Scottish	

countryside?
54 One working with a range of 

incomes? (Abbr.)
56 ___ Alamos, N.M.
57 Word before "lodge" or "lift"
58 Bakery hot spot

59 Prescribed amount
61 Hybrid stone fruit
63 London art museum
65 Small hill
67 35-Across, informally
68 Successfully lifting a shot 

glass with your palm, tying 
a cherry stem with your 
tongue, etc.?

74 Heavy volumes
75 Speak to the masses
76 Yellow part of an egg
77 Name hidden in "dire need"
78 Drench
79 Name that anagrams to 

"Rami"
81	 IRS	identifier
84 De Armas of "No Time to Die"
85 Chimpanzee or gorilla
87 Tiny gin/vermouth cocktails?
92 Kylo ___ ("Star Wars" villain)
93 It can end with .gov
95	 Kerfuffles
96 Ludicrous
97 Start of a bulletin to Michi-

gan State students?
104 Caress, as a cat
105 What it takes to tango
106 Polar bear's perch
107 Troop support grp.
108 Untidiness
109 Narcissist's claims
111 Country icon McEntire

114	Drug	bust	figure,	in	slang
116 Famous TV collie
117 Celebrations with carving 

contests?
122 Subsides
123 Dancer Adele
124 Hype
125 Some Venmo users
126 "___cares?"
127 "The Simpsons" neighbor
128 Artisan's trade

DOWN
1 N.Y. Knicks' arena
2 Poke bowl tuna
3 Give some gas to
4 Build
5 Barbecuer's rod
6	 Trickle	through	a	coffee	filter,	

say
7 Fifth or Park, in NYC
8 Not so much
9 Book before Jeremiah
10 Alice Walker's titular color
11 Decide
12	 Hoax
13 Hit the roof
14 Add to an email
15 "Wait a minute, we do have 

one!"
16 Sinus drs.
17 Ruby of "A Raisin in the Sun"

19	 Sun-filled	lobbies
21	 Like	the	final	degree
24 Supermarket chain
28 Rare
29 Do nothing
30 Distinctive glows
31 Baby deliverer, in folklore
34	 Prefix	with	"system"
37 "___ Haw" (old TV variety 

show)
38 Kelly Marie of "The Last Jedi"
39 "Jingle Bells" contraction
40 Pic that can be removed
41 One of many for a bodybuilder
42 Kindle offerings
43 Prepares for a blood test, say
45 Lovestruck
50	 Indian	flatbread
51 "Frozen" reindeer
52 Sun-dried brick
53 Bourbon St. locale
55 Busy time for a 54-Across
60 Canon option, for short
62 Secures, as a mortgage rate
64 Away from land
65 Color for safari clothes
66 It can hang from a rim
68 Yellow jacket relative
69 "That wasn't clear on my part ..."
70 Slime
71 Disney World conveyance
72 Fashion's Banks
73 "The Lion King" sound

74 Dazzling headwear
78	 Letter	flourishes
79 Secure, as a boat
80 "That shocks me!"
82 Head of Slytherin House
83 Dressed to the ___
86 Word after "stay" or "well"
88 Upper limit
89 Nutritional stat
90 "___ but a scratch" ("Monty 

Python" line)
91 Match makers?
94 Virtual chortle
98 Discarded PCs and such
99 More prying
100 "Take your time!"
101 Appear as if
102 "Pronto!"
103 "Don't Know Why" singer 

Jones
108 Engine
109 ___ ghanoush
110 Possible nickname for Theresa
112 ___-free plastic bottle
113 Related (to)
115 Gator's relative
116 Drink like a cat
117 Cub's foot
118 Rage
119 Hoppy brew
120 Will Ferrell holiday comedy
121 Took a chair
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FEBRUARY 10

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 
COLONIAL CHARLES YOUNG: 
PRESENTED BY THE NATIONAL 
PARKS SERVICE Join park ranger 
Roger Osorio, from the Charles 
Young Buffalo Soldiers National 
Monument, to learn the story 
behind Colonial Young’s life and 
the legacy he created. Charles 
Young, born to enslaved parents, 
persevered through racism and 
prejudice to become one of the 
first African American graduates 
from West Point Military 
Academy and went on to serve 
in many capacities and missions 
throughout the United States 
and the world at a time when 
opportunities for Black Americans 
were severely restricted. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Informaton: mzimmerman@
alexlibraryva.org  

FEBRUARY 12

STORYTIME WITH THE 
ALEXANDRIA BLACK HISTORY 
MUSEUM Explore the history 
of Alexandria’s local African 
American community through 
books, stories and songs. All 
are welcome, but the event is 
geared towards children ages 4 
to 8. After the story, there will 
be an activity for participants, 
with activity kits available at 
the Beatley Central Library two 
weeks prior to the event date. 
The theme for this event is Black 
History Month.  
Time: 10 a.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://
alexlibraryva.org/event/5728412

CALENDAR
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 

Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
potential candidates. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-
ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hiltonoli-
verattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-

TEED Life Insurance! No med-
ical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and oth-
er final expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Jeffrey Kolessar & PSVA Associates, LLC

Courtyard Alexandria Pentagon South

4641 Kenmore Ave

Alexandria

Alexandria 22304

Wine and Beer On & Off Premises; Mixed Beverage Hotel (Seating capacity over 150 seats)

Jeffrey Kolessar, Receiver & Managing Member of PSVA Associates, LLC.

MILITARY ITEMS WANTED
Patches, Flight Jackets, Medals, 
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia etc. 
Call Dan at 202-841-3062
t 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
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Classifieds
AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
MARCH 2022

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below. NOTICE: 
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the public hearing to a future date. 
For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandriava.
gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2022 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2022
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

When determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic emergency, 
meetings will be held electronically. 
If held electronically, the meetings 
are being held pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(3) and 
the Continuity of Government ordi-
nance adopted by the City Council 
on June 20, 2020 to undertake 

essential business and members of 
the public bodies and staff will be 
participating from remote locations 
through a Zoom Webinar.

Electronic access will be provided 
whether the meetings are in person 
or electronic. The Planning Com-
mission and City Council Public 
Hearings can be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government Channel 70 and 
streaming on the City's website. Elec-
tronic participation is also available 
via Zoom by registering to attend the 
hearings via the following registra-
tion links:

Planning Commission (Public Hear-
ing Webinar):
The Webinar will open at 6:30 p.m. 
to allow individuals to join, while the 
Planning Commission hearing will 
begin at approximately 7:00 p.m.

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
qVQWcF7QRUm66ff4OzWHrQ 

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 953 5394 6729
Password: 656909

City Council (Public Hearing 
Webinar):

Registration Link: https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_vGcbxS2rR_
GdKxN9cwSPQg 

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 942 4300 3958
Webinar passcode: 282716

Public comment will be received at 
the meetings. The public may submit 
comments in advance to Planning 
& Zoning staff at PlanComm@
alexandriava.gov for the Planning 
Commission hearing; to the City 
Clerk at Gloria.Sitton@alexandriava.
gov for the City Council hearing; or 
make public comments on the day of 
either hearing.

For reasonable disability accommo-
dation for the Planning Commis-
sion hearing, contact Jackie Cato 
at jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711. For 
reasonable disability accommoda-
tion for the City Council hearing, 
please call the City Clerk and Clerk 

of Council's Office at 703.746.4550 
(TTY/TDD 838-5056). We request 
that you provide a 48-hour notice so 
that the proper arrangements may 
be made.

Discussion Item: Auxiliary Apart-
ments in Commercial Zones Text 
Amendment
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning
Special Use Permit #2021-00115
3507 Mount Vernon Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 
for the intensification of a non-com-
plying general automotive repair use 
with the addition of automobile sales; 
zoned: NR/Neighborhood Retail 
(Arlandria).
Applicant: Kostadinos Pehlivanis
Special Use Permit #2021-00126 
3601 Richmond Highway
Public Hearing and consideration of 
a request for a Special Use Permit to 
waive the sign requirements of Arti-
cle IX of the Zoning Ordinance for 
the installation of a digital text and 
graphic sign; zoned: CDD #19/Coor-
dinated Development District #19.

Applicant: Volta Charging, LLC., 
represented by Robert D. Brant, 
attorney

Zoning Text Amendment #2022-
00001
Extension of Temporary Program 
for Business Relief and to Address 
Public Need Related to COVID-19 to 
June 30, 2022
(A) Initiation of a Text Amendment; 
and (B) Public Hearing and con-
sideration of a Text Amendment to 
extend the expiration of an existing 
temporary program for business 
relief from April 1, 2022 to June 30, 
2022.
Staff: City of Alexandria

Development Special Use Permit 
#2021-10015
345 Swann Avenue (formerly part 
of 403 and 300 Swann Avenue) - 
Oakville Triangle Block C2 - Park
Public Hearing and consideration of 
a request for a Development Special 
Use Permit with Site Plan to con-
struct a 0.72 acre publicly accessible 
privately owned and operated open 
space park on Parcel 706 Oakville 
Triangle; zoned: CDD #24/Coordi-
nated Development District #24.
Applicant: Stonebridge Associates 
Inc.

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions.   
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We know from experience that selling your house and moving can be an intimidating process. That's why we provide services to 
help you plan, downsize, stage, pack, move, and more. We'll help you turn what seems like a daunting task into a convenient and 

easy process for you and your loved ones.

Every listing needs some preparation before going on the market. This is precisely why home sellers choose HayesWood Homes 
and their "best contractor list in the business" to decide how to get their house ready for prime time, to sell quicker, for more 
money. HayesWood Homes has a proven plan that will reduce your stress, knowing they care about you and your biggest asset.

 Contact HayesWood Homes and we will help you with your biggest investment…and reduce your stress.

HayesWood Homes

Chris Hayes & Gordon Wood
Lifetime Top Producers | Licensed in VA & DC
Chris: 703.944.7737 | Gordon: 703.447.6138
Team@HayesWoodHomes.com | HayesWoodHomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity

Y O U R  H O M E  T E A M ,  N O  O N E  W I L L  TA K E  B E T T E R  C A R E  O F  Y O U

Rosemont Park
211 Commonwealth Avenue

22301 | $725,000

SOLD

Stratford on the Potomac
2503 Stirrup Lane
22308 | $697,000

SOLD

Heywood Glen
6114 Berlee Drive
22312 | $710,000

SOLD

Georgetown Park
4781 S. Park Court
22193 | $285,000

SOLD

Springbrook Forest
9300 Shari Drive
22032 | $650,000

CONTRACT PENDING

Cameron Station 
5120 Donovan Drive #408

 22304 | $515,000

SOLD

Townes at Cameron Park
3823 Watkins Mill Drive

22304 | $589,000

SOLD

Fairlington Village
4907 20th Road S #B1

22206 | $265,000

SOLD

Canterbury Woods
5006 Chanticleer Avenue

22003 | $650,000

SOLD

Rosemont
11 Sunset Drive

22301 | $1,250,000

FOR SALE


