
High school students 
and teachers reflect on 
2021-2022 school year
BY MARK EATON

For Alexandria City High 
School students and staff, the 
2021-2022 school year has 
required unprecedented levels 
of flexibility and adaptability. 

After in-person learning 
was suspended on March 13, 
2020, Alexandria City Public 
Schools returned fully to class-
rooms and five days of in-per-
son education per week, with 
social distancing and masking, 
on Aug. 24, 2021. Although the 
long-awaited return to in-per-
son learning was met with 
excitement from students, 
teachers and parents, there 
was a learning curve. “Pivot-
ing” is the term du jour of 
pandemic-era education, and 
a return to in-person learning 
didn’t change that.

As ACPS and Alexandria 
continue to work through two 
surges in cases that occurred 
at the beginning of the year 
due to the Delta variant and 
then since December with the 
Omicron variant, administra-
tors, teachers and students at 
ACHS reflected on what this  
school year has been like.

Returning to in-person
The beginning of the 2021-

2022 school year was full of 
mixed emotions for Jennifer 
Lay, a chemistry and biology 
teacher at ACHS.

“There was a lot of opti-
mism that we were moving 
forward and seeing kids in 
person,” Lay said. “Those 

first couple weeks, I cannot 
tell you how many times I had 
students in the hallway intro-
duce [themselves] to me.” 

After virtual classes, Lay 
said students were excited to 
finally meet and interact with 
their teachers outside of a 
Zoom meeting.

According to Peter Balas, 
principal at ACHS, prepara-
tion for the fall 2021 semester 
required a completely differ-
ent approach than in previous 
years. 

“Normally, you would have 
[staff] gatherings and break-
fasts and lunches together. 
You had to think about how 
to keep everyone feeling safe 
and comfortable,” Balas said. 
“After the kids came back, 
you could feel all the different 
levels of excitement, but also 
anxiety [and] fear and confu-
sion and questions. We had to 
think differently about how we 
were going to support kids.”

The transition was also 
challenging for students, 
many of whom had not inter-
acted with their classmates in 
person for more than a year. 

“It’s more the changes 
that resulted from two years 
in quarantine that I think 
impacted [people] more than 
the actual virus,” ACHS soph-
omore Yahney-Marie Sangare 
said.

Surprises and 
adjustments

The ongoing, constantly 
changing circumstances of 
the pandemic have in turn 
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Local genealogist 
traces lives and 
histories of African 
American families
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Char McCargo Bah did 
not learn about Alexandria’s 
Black history until she was 30. 

“We were taking this Black 
history tour, and we get down 
to Duke Street and [the guide] 
says, ‘This is the slave pen.’ 
And I say, ‘What?’” McCargo 
Bah said. “He said, ‘This is 
the slave pen.’ I said, ‘Nobody 

ever told me it was a slave pen 
here.’ I was really emotional 
about it, on the street holler-
ing and yelling, ‘Why didn’t 
you tell me about this?’”

Given that she was born 
and raised in Parker-Gray, a 
historically segregated Black 
community in the city, during 
the 1950s, it came as quite a 
shock. She went to Charles 
Houston Elementary School 
and had Black teachers, yet 
nobody had told her about 
this part of the city’s history? 

“I said, ‘Never again will 

I walk the city I was born in 
and not know certain things.’ 
I made it my full-time job to 
research and study the city,” 
McCargo Bah said. 

McCargo Bah continued 
to work as a policy writer for 
the U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs for her full-time 
job until 2014, but her passion 
for history, specifically gene-
alogy, came to dominate her 
life. McCargo Bah now oper-
ates her own genealogy busi-
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Char McCargo Bah said she would like to be remembered for helping people who did not know their 
history, giving them their past and making their future brighter.

Voices of the past
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements 
and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 
1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.229.8935. 

Bonnie & Courtney Rivkin 

therivkingroup@compass.com
www.rivkinresidential.com
b: 703.598.7788 | c: 703.869.7788

10 Helpful Tips to Prepare 
your Home for the Spring 

1. Remove dead trees and bushes

2. Inspect the roof and chimney

3. Lubricate garage door tracks

4. Inspect all pipes

5. Clean out gutters

6. Seal outdoor deck and woodwork

7. Remove hose bib cover and turn water on

8. Change furnace filter

9. Check and service HVAC unit

10. Vacuum vents (dryer/bathrooms) 

Spring is almost here (we’re hopeful 
anyway!) and the spring market in the 
DMV has already kicked off. Are you 
considering a move in the spring or 
anytime in 2022? If so, we’d love to help! 

Whether you’re buying or selling, it’s 
crucial to have a strategy in place 
before diving in! Reach out to us - we’re 
happy to talk through what this market 
means for you and your home.
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City manager presents FY2023 budget
Alexandria’s new City 

Manager James Parajon 
proposed his FY2023 budget 
to City Council on Tuesday, 
with a focus on increasing 
employee compensation.

The proposed general 
operating budget is $829.9 
million, a 7.7% increase from 
last year’s $770.7 million 
operating budget. 

Parajon said this amount 
does not include a change in 
the property tax rate, which 
is currently $1.11 per $100 
of assessed value, but he 
did indicate an increase of 
one or two cents per $100 of 
assessed value could poten-
tially be added “to fund addi-
tional initiatives.” Increased 
property values means the 
average taxpayer would pay 
$445 more in property taxes 
this year without the one- or 
two-cent increase.

According to union lead-
ers, the city’s compensation 
model has lagged behind 
other jurisdictions for some 
time, particularly for first 

responders. As part of the 
budget proposal, Parajon 
outlined proposed a 6% pay 
scale adjustment for firefight-
ers, medics and fire marshals; 
5% adjustment for police offi-
cers and sheriff deputies; and 
4% adjustment for general 
employees. This does not 
include annual step increases 
ranging from 2.3% to 5%. 

“[This will] start to move 
us closer into the market and 
hopefully above the market, 
really to help us retain and 
recruit talented staff that are 
needed really to conduct activ-
ities and achieve the execution 
of many of the council and the 
community’s priorities,” Para-
jon said during a media brief-
ing on Tuesday. 

According to Parajon, most 
of the city’s revenue growth 
has been related to real estate 
assessment increases and 
appreciation. About 35% of 
the revenue growth is due to 
the sales tax, he said. 

Main priorities in the 
proposed budget include 

allocations for stormwater 
improvements, which would 
necessitate a stormwater util-
ity fee increase of $14 for the 
average household, from $280 
to $294 per year.

He also presented the city’s 
10-year Capital Improvement 
Program budget, proposed 
at $2.73 billion. The budget 
includes $497.8 million for 
ACPS facilities, such as a new 
school building for the Minnie 
Howard campus, transforming 
ACPS’ new 1705 N. Beauregard 
St. office into a swing space 
and renovating two elemen-
tary schools.

Additionally, $21 million 
in funding from the American 
Rescue Plan Act went into this 
year’s budget proposal, specif-
ically allocated toward afford-
able housing projects and 
pandemic recovery efforts. 

The city manager will 
virtually present the proposed 
budget to the public today at 
7 p.m., with a budget public 
hearing planned for March 7.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

COVID-19 cases continue rapid decline
Cases of COVID-19 in Alex-

andria are plummeting as 
quickly as they rose when the 
Omicron variant arrived in 
town in early December.

 On Nov. 30, the seven-
day moving average of cases 
in Alexandria was 13. But one 
month later, on Dec. 31, the 
seven-day case average had 
surged to 194. Cases then more 

than doubled in the next two 
weeks: By Jan. 15, the seven-
day average was 421. In the 30 
days since Jan. 15, cases have 
plunged to a seven-day aver-
age of 50.

 Alexandria has reached the 
75% threshold of fully vacci-
nated residents ages 5 and 
older, not including booster 
shots, as of Tuesday, while 

83.3% are partially vacci-
nated. Meanwhile, Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin (R-VA) has launched 
public service announcements 
urging unvaccinated Virgin-
ians to get the vaccine as part 
of his COVID-19 Action Plan, 
which prioritizes resources 
toward vaccine education and 
outreach.

 -ddunbar@alextimes.com

 DATA/VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH; CHART/JESSICA KIM
The seven-day moving average of COVID-19 cases in Alexandria.

COVID-19 cases in Alexandria*

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Yay-Hip-Hip for Kip!
Shepherd-mix Kip has a question for you: Should he 

wear his ears "Up" or "Down"? For now, he thinks 
he might go with both, and we think it works! 

This energetic fellow loves playing in the yard as much 
as he loves playing with his toys, and  he's open to all 
kinds of new friends.  Kip loves to run and finds that 

walks  are pretty swell also. He would be happy getting 
you out for a  daily walk; everybody needs some exercise!

  Meet Kip!  
Visit AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Diann
Carlson 

703.628.2440
diann.carlson@gmail.com

Weichert Realtors

"Because everyone deserves a home."
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Council approves ParcView II project
Neighbors raise park-
ing, density concerns 
over affordable housing 
redevelopment
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

City Council unanimously 
approved a large-scale afford-
able housing project in the 
Holmes Run neighborhood 
known as ParcView II, despite 
concerns among some resi-
dents regarding parking and 
density. 

“I think that this is a 
prudent use of this property. I 
think it provides benefits not 
just for the residents but the 
entire neighborhood,” Mayor 
Justin Wilson said. 

The current ParcView 
Apartments site at 5380 
Holmes Run Parkway includes 
a 14-story affordable hous-
ing complex. With council’s 
approval, Wesley Housing, 
the owner of the property 
complex, will build two new 
nine-story buildings with 149 
units between them, result-
ing in a total of 373 affordable 
housing units. Apartment sizes 
will expand from just one- and 
two-bedroom units to also 
include three-bedroom units. 

Wesley Housing is an 
affordable housing nonprofit 
that has previously acquired 
other properties in the city. 
Wesley Housing plans to 
increase the scale of affordabil-
ity from units priced between 
50% to 60% of the area median 
income to units between 30% 
to 80% AMI. 

During the meeting, resi-
dents showed up to both 
support and criticize the 
project. Those supporting 
ParcView II  cited the increase 
in affordable housing units 
it would provide for Alexan-
dria. One of the new buildings 
could also hold an up to 8,000 
square-foot daycare center 
which would be accessible to 
all residents. 

Rev. Julie Wilson-Beck, 
pastor of Fairlington Pres-

byterian Church, said that 
Wesley Housing is currently 
working on another afford-
able residential building, the 
Waypoint, located behind the 
church. According to Wilson-
Beck, Wesley Housing has 
“vigorously” addressed park-
ing, safety and construction 
concerns of neighbors. 

She recalled the history of 
many parcels of land in the 
city: that the original deeds of 
sale came with the stipulation 
that they only be sold to white 
people. 

“This history of racial 
discrimination in housing 
is the critical backdrop to 
all our modern-day discus-
sions,” Wilson-Beck said. “In 
the long history of our city, 
the concerns of affluent white 
residents have been prioritized 
the vast majority of the time. 
This redevelopment of the 
ParcView Apartments provides 
a valuable opportunity to 
change that historical pattern. 
Affordable housing is largely 
for residents of color whose 
compelling concerns have 
historically been ignored.”

Other residents expressed 
concerns for potential issues 
surrounding safety, parking 
and density that may arise 
from the project. 

Valerie Spiegler, city resi-
dent and member of the board 
of directors at Place One 
Condominium which is located 
at 5500 Holmes Run Parkway, 
said that she represented more 
than 100 residents opposed to 
the project. 

While she emphasized 
that the group she represents 
does support more affordable 
housing in the city, Spiegler 
said their issues lie with the 
ParcView II project specifi-
cally and how it could impact 
parking, which is already an 
issue. Wesley Housing plans to 
build a two-story underground 
garage that would provide 289 
parking spots, in addition to 
25 surface parking spots else-

where on the site. However, 
there is not a finalized plan for 
where residents of the current 
building will park while the 
new construction takes place 
on the existing surface park-
ing lot.

Spiegler also raised issues 
about safety and traffic conges-
tion in the heavily populated 
location. 

“Speeding is common, as is 
disregard for crosswalks. More 
people equals more cars, more 
traffic, more opportunity for 
accidents,” Spiegler said.

Applicant attorney Cathy 
Puskar refuted these claims, 
stating that the 314 spots on 
the site will meet the parking 
requirement for the project. 
She acknowledged that even 
though Holmes Run Park-
way will lose five spaces of 
on-street parking, the reason 
is because the project will 
involve extending a curb to 
allow for a new crosswalk and 
bikeshare station for every-
one in the neighborhood and 
building an ADA-compliant 
bus stop in front of ParcView.

Wesley Housing will 
unbundle parking for 
ParcView residents, which will 
require them to pay a fee in 
order to park on site. Although 
this has frustrated some resi-
dents, Wesley Housing presi-
dent Shelley Murphy said the 
parking cost would amount to 
between $25 and $50 a month. 

“We believe that with the 
unbundled parking and new 
parking management and 
new transportation demand 
management, that the park-
ing demand ratio will actually 
go down, but even if it doesn’t, 
we’re still in pretty good 
shape,” Puskar said. 

She also argued that the 
project is in “reasonable 
conformity” with the city’s 
master plan recommenda-
tion for high density residen-
tial buildings and pledged that 
the project would include seis-
mic monitoring and consult-

ing with geotechnical experts 
to ensure the safety of existing 
nearby buildings 

Anthony Fleming, a resi-
dent and professional geol-
ogist, submitted a report to 
council identifying potential 
geologic hazards in the area 
such as unstable hillsides char-
acterized by soils with shrink-
swell potential; a history 
of landslides in the area; a 
strongly sloping water table 
in the lower Potomac aquifer 
that causes a large volume of 
groundwater to flow towards 
and under the site; and soil in 
the lowest part of the site that 
may be susceptible to seismic 
amplification and liquefaction. 

In response to Fleming’s 
report, Puskar said that Wesley 
Housing has also compiled its 
own geotechnical report and 
plans to hire experts to design 
the project and implement 
that design. 

“We know that there’s 
water on this site and we have 
a consultant that will help us 
with dewatering, which is a 
common practice in the city. 
We know that we have special 
soil issues and those will be 
handled in our construction 
design,” Puskar said.

According to Puskar, 
demolition will take approxi-
mately one month; pile driving 
will take one month; exca-
vation will take six months; 
exterior construction will take 
18 months and interior fit-out 
and final sitework will take 10 
months.

Councilor Canek Aguirre 
asked about potential school 
capacity issues, questioning 
which schools the ParcView 
II students would attend. 
According to staff, these 
include Patrick Henry K-8 
School, Francis C. Hammond 
Middle School and Alexandria 
City High School. Staff said 
Alexandria City Public Schools 
is aware of the potential pipe-
line and new students that 
could be coming to the district. 

Vice Mayor Amy Jack-
son said staff should continue 
to coordinate with ACPS to 
complete studies on zoning 
and school districts in Alexan-
dria. 

“The neighborhood school 
for this particular ParcView 
would probably be Tucker or 
maybe even Ramsay, or Polk. 
But to go all the way over to 
Patrick Henry, they’re passing 
three to four schools to get to 
their ‘neighborhood school’ 
that they’re not in the neigh-
borhood of,” Jackson said. “I 
would really like to see that 
type of study done sooner 
rather than later.” 

Council, like the Planning 
Commission on Feb. 1, unan-
imously approved the project. 

“I appreciate the input of 
so many in the community 
who have weighed in on this 
and provided their concerns 
regarding parking and regard-
ing transportation and regard-
ing how we do zoning and 
regarding the construction 
impacts and just kind of the 
relative density in the neigh-
borhood,” Wilson said. “ … In 
every situation, those ques-
tions, those concerns, those 
fears have been addressed via 
conditions, via code, via prac-
tices … to make sure that this 
project is viable.”

Construction of Parcview II 
is set to begin in 2024 and last 
until summer 2027. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

NEED TO PLACE 
AN AD?
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Margaret Stevens

mstevens@alextimes.com
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HOLLIN HALL VILLAGE
8013 Bainbridge Road, Alexandria, VA 22308
Just Sold
$602,500 | 3 Beds | 1 Bath
Leslie Atkinson 703.967.1471
Leslie.Atkinson@cbmove.com

DUMFRIES  
17750 Avenue Lane, Alexandria, VA 22026 
Under Contract
$630,000 | 5 Beds | 3.5 Baths
Kiara Tate and Spencer Ward 571.601.1058 
info@thesktouch.com

OLD TOWN
400 Madison Street #304, Alexandria, VA 22314
Open Sunday
$674,000 | 2 Beds | 2 Baths
Lib Willey 703.362.7206
Lib.Willey@cbmove.com

KINGS CLOISTER  
619 Kings Cloister Circle, Alexandria, VA 22302 
Just Listed: For Rent
$5400 Per Month | 4 Beds | 4.5 Baths
Donnan Wintermute 703.608.6868
DWintermute@cbmove.com

OLD TOWN
812 Second Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
Under Contract
$975,000 | 2 Beds | 2.5 Baths
Donnan Wintermute 703.608.6868
DWintermute@cbmove.com

FAIRFAX
4506 Jensen Place, Alexandria, VA 22032
Just Listed: Open Saturday 2/19
$949,000 | 4 Beds | 3.5 Baths
Leslie Atkinson 703.967.1471
Leslie.Atkinson@cbmove.com

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not 
warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker 
logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently 
owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  21CP4J_MA_2/21

Alexandria Office 310 King Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

We Are Proud 
to Welcome

These Outstanding 
Agents to the 

Alexandria Office EMILY MANN
703.598.3589
Emily.Mann@cbrealty.com

BRYAN MONTGOMERY 
301.404.1182
BMontgomery@cbrealty.com

MARSHA BELVIS
703.283.0765
Marsha.Belvis@cbmove.com
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required constant adjust-
ments. With the onset of the 
Omicron variant, Lay said 
ACHS staff “had to reset all 
over again” and reconsider 
safety for their students when 
entering a new chapter in the 
pandemic.  

Balas said the biggest 
surprise was the extent of 
students’ mental health needs.  

“We were prepared for kids 
being in need but the needs 
were way greater than what 
we prepared for,” Balas said. 
“It was a couple of months that 
[seemed to] last a year. Student 
needs and student behavior 
really redefined our work at 
the beginning of the school 
year like I’ve never seen.”  

Senior Nikki Harris noted 
that the attitude of students 
changed dramatically during 
the time spent in virtual learn-
ing. Harris said that between 
her sophomore year and senior 
year, a “nihilism around learn-
ing” developed among certain 
students.

“In the pandemic it was 
pretty easy to get an A with-
out mastering the material 
because of the nature of virtual 
learning,” Harris said. “Even if 
you do all the work and study, 
you can feel disconnected. I 
felt that coming back, people 
were not interested in the 
content as much or in grades.”  

Harris said she believes 
that the liberal policy for 
the submission of late work 
adopted in the pandemic “is 
nice, but it’s also harmful 

in the long term. … It’s a lot 
different than it was before.” 

Other students, like soph-
omore Gryphon Magnus, 
cited seemingly “arbitrary and 
obscure rules” around in-per-
son learning, such as policies 
around hallway foot traffic 
patterns.

Other pandemic-era 
changes have proven bene-
ficial for students. Emily 
Milton, a student representa-
tive to the School Board, said 
Lunch and Learn, a 78-minute 
midday period for lunch and 
academic support, has helped 
her become closer with her 
teachers. 

For Sangare, a Black 
Student Union officer, Lunch 
and Learn offered the oppor-
tunity to hold club meetings 
during the school day instead 
of after school. Sangare said 
the change “saved our club” 
because it became possible 
for students with after-school 
commitments to participate.

“There are a lot of great 
things going on here [at ACHS], 

but you have to look and that 
looking process is more diffi-
cult than people can imagine,” 
Sangare said. “I also think it 
is important not to hyper-fix-
ate on the pandemic. … We’re 
in a process of change and that 
doesn’t happen overnight. You 
need to have a lot of patience 
because change takes time.”

ACHS was not alone in 
facing these challenges, as 
schools across the coun-
try have attempted to tackle 
the issues associated with a 
return to in-person educa-
tion. Beyond the challenges 
involved with pandemic-re-
lated stress, ACHS adminis-
trators and staff acknowledged 
that many students were unfa-
miliar with in-person school 
after almost two years of 
sitting in front of a screen.

“It was like teaching middle 
school kids,” Lay, who previ-
ously taught at the middle 
school level, said. “… We were 
going back to reminding them 
of things [about classroom 
behavior] that a 10th grader 

would roll their eyes at, but 
they needed that then. There 
were a lot of conversations 
about, ‘How do we meet every-
body where they are right 
now?’”  

“There should have been 
almost a ‘How to Do High 
School’ advisory for weeks 
as we started,” Balas said, 
comparing this school year to 
his eventful first year as prin-
cipal five years ago.

To mask or not to mask?
On Jan. 15, Gov. Glenn 

Youngkin (R-VA) issued 
an executive order making 
student mask wearing discre-
tionary with their parents. 
Seven Northern Virginia 
school divisions, including 
ACPS, challenged Youngkin’s 
executive order, stating that 
the governor’s decision ran 
counter to previous legislation 
passed by the Virginia General 
Assembly that required public 
schools to maintain in-person 
learning by following Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidelines “to the 
maximum extent possible.”

“If a student is not wearing 
a mask, then I do ask them to 
put it on and I would say 100% 
of the time the student puts it 
back on their face. I have yet to 
have a student who has done 
anything else,” Lay said.  

However, Lay said mask 
breaks are sometimes neces-
sary and that Lunch and Learn, 
a 78-minute midday period for 
lunch and academic support, 
has helped.

 Milton said students have 
been overwhelmingly under-
standing and supportive of 
ACPS’ mask policy. However, 
parents are a different story.

“It was the parents who 
were throwing a fit [at the 
School Board about mandatory 
mask wearing]. The kids are all 
at school wearing [masks], no 
problem, no one is complain-
ing,” Milton said.

Balas said that even in lieu 
of a mask mandate, students 
without masks might expe-
rience “classmate-to-class-

mate correction” that “might 
even happen on the bus before 
the adults here could talk to 
them.”  

“Our first approach is 
always to talk with them and 
offer a mask,” Balas said. 
“Ultimately, if there is abso-
lute refusal, the student will 
go home.”

Another Youngkin policy, 
an email address tip line that 
parents can write to report 
concerns about mask policies 
or “divisive practices” being 
taught in schools, has also 
caused widespread outrage 
among teachers. Balas said 
that the governor’s tip line 
email address inviting parents 
to express concerns about the 
schools upset some teachers 
and made them feel targeted.  

“We do welcome parent 
input and feedback on every-
thing and I hold open meet-
ings monthly with parents to 
just come in and talk about 
whatever is on their mind,” 
Balas said. “I would hope they 
would come to me.”  

“I think all teachers would 
much prefer that parents and 
students come to us with any 
concerns before they go to Pete 
or they go to anyone else,” Lay 
said. “We always want to hear 
about it first so we can fix it.”

The path forward
ACHS counselors and social 

workers have been particularly 
busy this year. 

Stacy Morris, a College 
and Career Center school 
counselor, said the eager-
ness and energy students 
brought returning to school 
“took some staff angst away.” 
However, she said students 
perceive that “they missed out 
on big events” during virtual 
learning and the College and 
Career Center experienced “an 
exacerbated need for social 
and emotional support.” 

Due to the pandemic, 
post-secondary planning for 
students has become even 
more detailed and time-con-
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Alexandria City High School.

Have an Engineering or 
Construction Background?
Be a part of the 2022-2023 RiverRenew Stakeholder 
Advisory Group to help build toward Alexandria's 
Healthier Waterways Future.

Apply by March 3, 2022.
Scan the QR code or 
visit bit.ly/sag-app.
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Classic and sophisticated Mount Vernon home located in a gated community of just 
11 residences with outdoor pool, tennis and basketball courts, gazebo, and koi pond. 
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ness, tracing the histories 
and lives of the city’s African 
American residents. 

It’s a job that comes with its 
own set of challenges. Geneal-
ogy for African Americans is 
different than for other demo-

graphics due to the history of 
slavery and slave owners who 
actively attempted to disrupt 
families and cut the roots 
off of family trees. With 41 
years of experience, McCargo 
Bah, who was named a Living 
Legend of Alexandria in 2014, 
has become an expert on Alex-

andria’s Black history and a 
respected voice in local histor-
ical research.

“She really stands out as 
someone who cares about the 
city, cares about representa-
tion for communities of color 
in the city and wants to make 
sure our historical narrative is 
accurate and that we are telling 
the story of all of the citizens 
of Alexandria,” Audrey Davis, 
director of the Alexandria 
Black History Museum, said.

For McCargo Bah, the 
names and faces of 18th and 
19th century figures are like 
those of old friends. Libraries 
and cemeteries are her home, 
and the streets of Alexandria 
are paved not only with brick 
but with the voices and stories 
of those who came before.

“Especially for African 
Americans, there is a lot of 
pain in our history, but there’s 
also a lot of joy,” McCargo Bah 
said. “… I can walk different 
places and almost feel the past 
and appreciate the knowledge 
I have of what was going on 
during that time. It’s more of 
an appreciation of the history, 
the history I did not know as a 
child but know now, and being 
able to put it in a positive spin.”

Roots
McCargo Bah was born in 

Alexandria on Feb. 9, 1957, 
to Jasper Lee McCargo and 
Bernice Scott McCargo, who 
had moved to Alexandria from 
Halifax, Virginia.

Growing up in Parker-Gray, 

McCargo Bah was aware her 
community was segregated 
from the rest of Alexandria, 
even if she did not always 
know why.

“Certain places in Alexan-
dria we could not go to, like 
where the King Street Metro 
station is,” McCargo Bah 
recalled. “Under the bridge, we 
were told not to go under there. 
We didn’t know why, and one 
day we decided to explore, and 
we found out why.”

Early on, she was unaware 
of not only the city’s Black 
history but her own family 
history. She knew her maternal 
grandmother, to whom she was 
quite close, and her maternal 
great-grandmother, who was 
still alive at the time, but most 
of her family still lives in Hali-
fax and visits were often short.

After graduating from T.C. 
Williams High School, now 
Alexandria City High School, 
in 1975, McCargo Bah went 
on to the University of the 
District Columbia. In college, 
after reading Alex Haley’s 
“Roots,” she realized how little 
she knew about the history of 
her family and her people. The 
book, and the 1977 television 
miniseries adaptation, helped 
her understand that African 
Americans could trace their 
roots and, with that, under-
stand more about themselves. 
It sparked a passion for history 
and genealogy that completely 
changed her life.

“It’s funny how one thing 
sparks something that can 

impact a whole lot of people,” 
McCargo Bah said. “Alex 
Haley, regardless of whether 
his book was fact or fiction, 
it started a movement among 
many African Americans 
because especially if you’ve 
been in this country and your 
folks have been enslaved, 
never in the world do you 
think that you could find your 
folks – and you can.”

McCargo Bah ended up 
graduating from UDC with 
bachelor’s degrees in urban 
studies and African Amer-
ican studies – and took the 
necessary steps to make her 
hobby into a career. She took 
courses on legal investiga-
tion, research and publish-
ing and would later complete 
the University of Toron-
to’s advanced genealogy and 
methodology program.

Family ties
After watching and read-

ing “Roots,” McCargo Bah's 
first genealogical project was 
close to home: She decided to 
trace her own family’s roots.

“I said, ‘I’m going to get 
back to Africa,’ and as I was 
doing the research, it was not 
important to get back there. 
It was important to know who 
you are, who you’re related 
to,” McCargo Bah said.

She went to the Washing-
toniana Collection in the D.C. 
Public Library and was able 
to trace her family name back 
to a Scotch-Irish slave owner. 
She then combed through 
the business sections of every 
city directory she could find, 
writing down the name and 
address of every McCargo in 
the country. After compiling 
a comprehensive list, she sent 
out what would be her first 
family newsletter and an invi-
tation to the inaugural McCa-
rgo family reunion. 

To her surprise, about 
80% of those she contacted 
responded and agreed to 
come to the reunion. All of 
them were from Virginia. 

MCCARGO FROM | 1
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McCargo Bah helped find descendants of those who were buried in 
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The reunion soon expanded 
beyond just the McCargos to 
include her mother’s side of the 
family, drawing close to 190 
people. One family member 
even flew in from Germany, 
where he was stationed.

The reunion was a hit, and 
it quickly became an antici-
pated tradition.

“They were so excited, even 
to the point where every time 
they find a McCargo, they’ll 
email me, ‘Is this a relative of 
ours?’” McCargo Bah said.

Down to business
According to McCargo 

Bah, most genealogists enter 
the field with skills accrued 
through other professions 
that help them in their work 
as a genealogist. In McCargo 
Bah’s case, her investigative 
experience from her job as a 
policy writer for the federal 
government proved a solid 
foundation on which to build 
a decades-spanning career as 
a genealogist. Her relentless 
curiosity and deep, engrained 
knowledge of Alexandria have 
allowed her to excel.

“I think being inquisitive is 
the best trait to have if you’re a 
genealogist, and she leaves no 
stone unturned,” Davis said.

She started taking pro 
bono clients in 1990, work-
ing primarily on families in 
Virginia and North Carolina 
before expanding to other 
parts of the country. She took 
on all kinds of cases, from 
the descendants of enslaved 
people to people who had been 
adopted and wanted to find 

their birth parents.
In every case, the process 

starts the same way: with 
records. According to McCa-
rgo Bah, the availability of 
records varies from state to 
state. In Virginia, vital statis-
tics records – death and birth 
certificates – have been kept 
since 1853. That’s typically 
the best place to start, but for 
enslaved people, the process 
is often different. Free Afri-
can Americans did not appear 
on the U.S. Census until 1870. 
Prior to that, slave owners 
were required to report the 
birth of the enslaved people 
on their property, so identi-
fying the slaveowner in ques-
tion is a necessary step in the 
investigative process. 

But genealogy is about 
more than archival research, 
McCargo Bah said. It’s about 
forming relationships and 
bonds with the client’s family 
and collecting stories and oral 
histories. 

“All my clients that I 
located, all the people that I 
locate, become family,” McCa-
rgo Bah said. “I don’t forget 
about them. I talk to them 
during the month – I have 
over 100 people I talk to every 
month. … It’s hard for me to 
separate them from what I do. 
I just fall in love with them 
through the process of doing 
the research.”

The process also requires 
an understanding of not only 
history but geography and 
culture.

“All of my people that I 
researched who were in the 
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suming than usual. The same 
goes for education as a whole, 
according to Balas.

“The [education] profes-
sion has changed, and I think 
it’s changed forever and I fear 
those effects as hiring and 

recruiting seaso n comes up,” 
Balas said. “I fear that impact 
because I think it’s real and 
we’re seeing it all over the 
place with substitutes and 
drivers.”

In response, Balas said 
he is now more careful about 
making demands of his staff. 

“Everyone is just putting 
so much effort in. Some days 
we feel like we come up short.  
Everyone is really tired. Still, 
we get up the next day despite 
the exhaustion,” Lay said. “It 
gives me hope every day to see 
how hard everybody’s work-
ing. I’ve been doing this over 

20 years and I feel lucky to be 
here, but there are days when 
it’s really hard and I’m sure 
parents and kids are feeling 
the same thing.”

Despite all the adjustments 
that ACHS staff and students 
have had to make since tran-
sitioning back to in-person 
learning, despite the ongoing 
challenges of the pandemic, 

the students are what keep 
staff committed every day, 
according to Balas.

“It’s important for every-
one to know too that we’re 
still here and coming to work 
because we love the kids,” 
Balas said. “They are abso-
lutely wonderful and a joy to 
be around.”

-aboutalexandria@gmail.com
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South, if you get invited to 
their house and if you’re 
sitting on the sofa and the 
parlor, you know you’re not 
gonna get much information,” 
McCargo Bah said. “You got 
to get invited to the kitchen 
table. Once you get invited to 
the kitchen table, you got it.”

Contrabands and 
freedmen

One of McCargo Bah’s 
most notable projects was her 
work on the Contrabands and 
Freedmen Cemetery, in which 
“contrabands,” those who fled 
enslavement and were taken 
in by Union forces during the 
Civil War, and other freed Black 
people were buried. McCa-
rgo Bah started volunteering 
with the Friends of Freedmen 
Cemetery in 1997 before she 
was recruited by city archeolo-
gist Pamela Cressey in 2008 to 
track the descendants of those 
buried in the cemetery.

According to Davis, who 
worked with her on the proj-
ect, McCargo Bah was able to 
find about 1,000 descendant 
links to a 19th century book 
of records that contained the 
names of those buried in the 
cemetery. McCargo Bah’s work 
allowed Davis and the city 
to bring some of the descen-
dants to Alexandria when they 
opened a memorial on the site 
in 2014.

“It’s very important that 
[her work] helps us under-
stand how people lived, and it 
gives voice to people who are 
often voiceless during the time 
they lived,” Davis said. “There 
are things that sometimes we 
just wouldn’t know – family 
connections or where some-
body worked in the city – and 
I think what she’s been able to 
find out has been very import-
ant for us.”

McCargo Bah is currently 
working on several other 
high-profile projects, includ-
ing one for the city that 

involves finding the relatives 
of Joseph McCoy and Benjamin 
Thomas, two young men who 
were lynched in Alexandria.

Ghosts of the past
Despite the historic import 

of her work with the city, McCa-
rgo Bah always emphasizes the 
personal value her work offers 
African American families. By 
connecting the past and the 
present and unearthing stories 
that may have been lost to 
time, she said genealogy can 
take history out of the abstract, 
transforming it into something 
tangible and real.

The moment when she 
presents her findings to a 
client can be emotional, not 
only for them but for her as 
well. 

“In order to put the past to 
rest or bury it is to know about 
it, to study it and take from it 
to make yourself strong. But 
if you don’t know, it’s going to 
constantly keep coming back 
to haunt you,” McCargo Bah 

said. “… We should take the 
time to know who we are and 
be able to take that to do better, 
to make ourselves better.”

Sometimes the truth can 
be painful. McCargo Bah can 
attest to this personally. In 
learning about her own family 
history, she discovered that 
her great-grandmother had 
given birth to eight children, 
the first at the age of 10. All 
eight of her children were 
fathered by a white American, 
who was 40 at the time.

“That was hard for me to 
process to the point where I 
put genealogy on the shelf for 
three months and said I was 
not going to touch it anymore,” 
McCargo Bah said. 

But after talking with 
her great-grandmother and 
learning the truth, she asked 
herself, “If I put it down, who 
will tell this story?”

“I went back, dried my eyes 
and started working,” McCa-
rgo Bah said.

At the same time, her work 

has changed the lives of her 
clients and even her family. The 
discovery that her great-great-
uncle was a Buffalo Soldier, an 
African American cavalry unit 
founded in the aftermath of the 
Civil War, inspired her brother 
and several other relatives to 
honor his memory every year 
by attending a Buffalo Soldiers’ 
event wearing uniforms and 
replicas of their relative’s war 
medals.

“You don’t have to be 
running behind heroes that are 
not related to you,” McCargo 
Bah said. “You have enough 
heroes in your own family. 
You just have to research them 
and find them. They’re there. 
Everybody has heroes in their 
own back yard. They don’t 
have to go far.”

Listen to a conversation 
with McCargo Bah on this 
month’s episode of Speak Easy, 
the Alexandria Times podcast, 
available on Spotify and Apple 
Podcasts on Feb. 23.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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From neighbors 
to spouses

Local couple finds one 
another later in life

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Life is about the moments that happen in between the best 
laid plans. 

When Donna Cramer met her neighbor, John Woods, in 1987, 
she was married to her now late husband and Woods was just the 
new neighbor. Woods had moved into a house on Trinity Drive 
with his now ex-wife that abutted Cramer’s Coventry Lane home 
which sat at the end of a dead end. Their kids played together, 
and they occasionally spoke about neighborhood gossip and local 
politics but not much more.

SEE WEDDING | 13

COURTESY PHOTO
John Woods and Donna Cramer got married at the Belle Haven Country Club in 2003.
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A decade later, circum-
stances changed. Cramer’s 
husband had passed away, 
and Woods and his wife had 
divorced, although they 
managed to remain friends. 
Cramer had moved into Old 
Town and had not seen her 
former neighbor in a few 
months when they ran into 
each other at T.C. Williams 
High School’s Back to School 
Night in 1998. Cramer’s 
daughter was a senior and 
Woods’ son a sophomore, yet 
their children shared a class: 
physical education. Cramer 
and Woods, along with the 
other parents, listened to the 
PE teacher’s presentation that 
night.

“When we walked out of 
that class, John said, ‘Would 
you like to go out for dinner 
sometime, get caught up on 
the neighborhood gossip?’ 
And I said, ‘Sure, that’d be 
fine,’” Cramer said. “Well, I 
never heard from him.”

A couple of months later, 
Cramer, a realtor for McEne-
arney Associates, needed 
an environmental engineer 
for a listing she was work-
ing on. Knowing Woods had 
co-founded his own engineer-
ing firm, Peacock Engineer-
ing Consultants, she called 
Woods to see if he had any 
environmental engineers on 
staff. Woods recommended a 
few engineers – and also apol-
ogized for not following up to 
make dinner plans. 

Within a week, the two 
star-crossed neighbors were 
eating dinner together at a 
Mexican restaurant in Del Ray 
– although the circumstances 
were far from romantic.

After Thanksgiving of 
1998, Woods had driven back 
from his family home in South 
Carolina and needed to drop 
off his rental car. He was on 
the phone with Cramer and on 
his way to drop off his rental 

car when he asked if Cramer 
could give him a ride home in 
exchange for dinner in Del Ray.

“In all honesty, I had no 
romantic intentions with 
Donna at this particular time. 
… I was sort of interested in 
talking about the kids that had 
been in the neighborhood, her 
real estate business and things 
in the city and some political 
stuff,” Woods said. “I really 
wasn’t looking for anybody. I 
was a single dad. I was a princi-
pal in my engineering firm and 
didn’t necessarily have time to 
have a relationship.”

Although he went in 
with no interest in a rela-
tionship, Woods left dinner 
having secured a technically 
second, sort-of-first date. 
But after a few more dates, 
Cramer said she was still on 
the fence. Fortunately, Cram-
er’s daughter, Claire, who was 
17 at the time, intervened and 
convinced Cramer to continue 
going out with Woods.

“She’s really one of the 
reasons we ended up getting 
together because I came in 
from a date with John one 
night and she said, ‘So, how 
was it?’ I said, ‘We had a 
really good time, and I don’t 
think I’m going to date him 
anymore,’” Cramer said.

For Cramer, Woods’ 
younger children, who were 
14 and 11 at the time, were a 
sticking point. Cramer said her 
first rule of dating had been 
to not get into a serious rela-
tionship with a man who had 
younger children.

“[Claire] said, ‘I think you 
ought to get over that. It’s not 
like they’re tiny tots. They’ve 
even played in our yard with 
our dog.’ John has considered 
Claire his patron saint to some 
degree,” Cramer chuckled.

Woods also had his own 
insecurities when it came to 
dating Cramer. 

“I really had thought from 
the day we started going out 
that I really was not in the 

class that her late husband was 
in,” Woods said. “I was just a 
hayseed from South Carolina 
who grew up with reasonably 
good manners and some style. 
… I was not nearly the sophis-
ticated economist that her late 
husband was, and I knew they 
went to operas and other clas-
sical music programs at the 
Kennedy Center.”

Claire would come to the 
rescue again after Woods 
asked Cramer out to celebrate 
her birthday. Cramer was 
dating somebody else at the 
time who was admittedly more 
similar to her late husband. 
She told Woods that she would 
get back to him in a few days.

“I mentioned that to Claire, 
and Claire said, ‘Mom, he’s 
asking to take you out for 
your birthday. He’s not asking 
you to marry him. And might 
I remind you that other guy 
you’re dating has not asked 
you out for your birthday.’ For 
a 17-year-old, she was pretty 
with it,” Cramer said.

In the end, Cramer accepted 

Woods’ offer, and they went to 
dinner at L’Auberge Chez Fran-
cois, a French restaurant in 
Great Falls, Virginia. Cramer 
described that evening as “one 
of those magical nights where 

everything just sort of came 
together.” They talked all 
night, had delicious food and 
wine and planted the seeds of 
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 COURTESY PHOTO
Donna and John grab a bite to eat in Del Ray.
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what would eventually blos-
som into a 19-year marriage.

Though they had each 
been married to long-term 
partners, together Woods and 
Cramer found love, stability 
and comfort that they had not 
experienced in their past rela-
tionships. 

For Cramer, Woods was a 
welcome contrast to her late 
husband, Norman, who she 
described as “a very uptight 
personality,” in contrast to 
Woods’ laid back presence. 
It also helped that Woods 

connected with her family 
almost immediately. 

“Though they were always 
nice with Norman, I always 
knew they weren’t comfortable 
with Norman. Whereas my 
siblings just fell into [John],” 
Cramer said. “They were very 
happy to have someone more 
like them around. So, family 
gatherings were more fun with 
John around.”

For Woods, Cramer’s inde-
pendence was appealing and 
comforting. Although he is 
now retired, Woods’ job used 
to take him all over the world. 
Knowing he could travel for 

a few days and that Cramer 
would be fine on her own, 
whether she came with him on 
his trip or not, has been a boon 
for their relationship. They’ve 
learned to value not only the 
time they spend together but 
the value of alone time and 
pursuing their own interests.

“I think the thing that 
appealed to me, and still does, 
is she did not need me [in 
order] to be successful,” Woods 
said. “She was independent, 
she had been a very success-
ful real estate agent and raised 
two daughters.”

That independence came 
with time, Cramer said. Both 
Woods and Cramer admitted 
that age and their past rela-
tionships proved helpful as 
they embarked on their jour-
ney together. They were more 
confident in who they were 
and what they needed.

“I had a better idea of where 
I was in life and what confi-
dence I had at 55 that I did not 
have at 29,” Cramer said. “… 
Though we are very happily 
married, we are also very inde-
pendent of each other in terms 
of really managing our lives. I 
was not that way in my previ-
ous marriage. It was definitely 
he [who] ran the show, and I 
had to work my way through 

all of that.”
Woods acknowledged that 

his first marriage was a learn-
ing experience, one where 
he came to understand more 
about himself and the respon-
sibilities that he needed to take 
on as a partner.

“I grew up in a household 
where my dad was the bread-
winner and my mother ran the 
house and did everything, and 
I sort of adopted that culture, 

which did not work in my 
marriage,” Woods said. “She 
really wanted [me] to be much 
more involved with the chil-
dren, and I should’ve been. I 
knew the mistakes that I had 
made.”

After dating for about 
five years, Woods decided to 
propose to Cramer during 
a trip to San Francisco. 
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 COURTESY PHOTO
For John and Donna, the key to the success of their relationship 
is understanding the value of time spent together and time spent 
pursuing their own interests.

 COURTESY PHOTO
Although they have their own interests, Donna and John are both 
avid Nationals fans.
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as well as take-out.

119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com

Mon. - Fri. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm; 5:30 - 10:00 pm 
Sat. - Sun. 9 am - 10 pm
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Put more you into your 
wedding day
Use music and food to 
inject your personality 
into your big day
BY FAMILY FEATURES

A wedding day is filled 
with symbolic tradition, from 
varied religious customs to the 
never-ending circle reflected 
in the rings and the types 
of flowers accentuating the 
celebration. Even with all the 
traditional rituals to consider, 
nearly every couple can find 
ways to give their special day 
some unique touches that 
reflect their personality and 
love.

Music sets the mood for 
every wedding, and it’s an easy 
place to put your own spin on 
the celebration. Whether you 
forgo the traditional bridal 
march entirely or simply look 
for an arrangement that gives 
an updated twist to the classic 
version, let guests know this 
isn’t your average wedding by 
setting the festivities against 
a soundtrack that lets your 
true character shine.

The wedding party is 
intended to be a collection 
of those nearest and dear-

est to the couple, who help 
ensure the day goes off with-
out a hitch and who lead 
fellow revelers in celebrating 
the start of the new couple’s 
life together. That being said, 
there’s no reason this group 
must be limited to women 
on her side and guys on his, 
or even that it’s limited to 
humans – a beloved pooch 
can make for an adorable ring-
bearer, after all.

Photography is an essen-
tial element of your big day, 
but think beyond the images 
you’ll capture throughout 
the wedding and reception. 
Photos lend a personal touch, 
no matter what your color 
scheme or theme. Integrate 
photos of the two of you at 
various stages of life, together 
as a couple and with loved 
ones – perhaps even some 
you’re honoring in memo-
riam. You can display these at 
a table with the guest book, as 
part of the table centerpieces 
or even on the gift table. Or 
take things digital and load all 
your images into a slide show 
set to music.

Make favors meaning-

ful. Forgo more common 
items like bubbles and choc-
olate, and instead send a 
little of yourself home with 
your guests. Maybe it’s a 
memento from a place with 
special meaning to you both 
or a bottle opener shaped 
like a bicycle to represent the 
way you met. Just think about 
the moments and things that 
define you as a couple and do 
some searching online. You’ll 
probably be surprised by how 
quickly the options pile up.

Serve up a menu that 
shows guests more about your 
life together. Your loved ones 
can order basic beef or chicken 
anywhere. Instead, give them 
a glimpse into you. Make your 
main course the same food 
you enjoyed on your first date 
or during another monumen-
tal moment in your court-
ship. Or plan the entire menu 
around a region that you hold 
close to your heart.

Weddings are filled with 
traditions, but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t put your own 
touches on the day for a special 
event filled with memories 
that are uniquely your own.

 PHOTO/GETTY IMAGES
Create a custom soundtrack or menu that recalls a specific moment in your relationship to put some of 
your personality into your wedding day.

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?

Email
Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

AT

Tying the Knot

Imagine life together 
in your new kitchen!

817 S. WASHINGTON ST. | ALEXANDRIA, 23314

Contact Rory Callaghan at  
301-537-3515 or roryc@mandmappliance.com

A new M&M kitchen 
will make life at home 
more enjoyable.

817 S. WASHINGTON ST. | ALEXANDRIA, 23314

Contact Rory Callaghan at  
301-537-3515 or roryc@mandmappliance.com

& CABINETS

Union    Square
Elegant, sophisticated  

accommodations. 
Contact Union Square at 

571.263.9805
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.UnionSquare

Elegant, spacious, 19th c. ballroom 
in the heart of Old Town-the 

perfect place for a micro-wedding 
& socially distant entertaining!  

Now accepting spring & summer bookings. 

Find us online atVisit Alexandria Unique 
venues and on Wedding Wire.

571-263-9805 | bird22314@gmail.com
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Woods had planned a day 
trip to Carmel-by-the-Sea, a 
beachside town, and had the 
ideal proposal ready in his 
head.

“My goal was to get up 
there around 5 o’clock in the 
afternoon and be having a 
drink out on the balcony [of the 
hotel] and watch the sunset 
over the Pacific,” Woods said.

According to Woods, he 
spent just as much time trying 
to outsmart his soon-to-be 
fiancé as he did planning the 
proposal itself. Fortunately, 

his hard work paid off, and 
Cramer said she had no idea 
that he planned to propose 
to her. The stars aligned, 
and Woods was able to pop 
the question with the Pacific 
Ocean waves crashing and sun 
setting in the background.

When it came to wedding 
planning, Woods and Cramer 
agreed that they wanted to 
throw a big celebration. About 
350 ended up attending their 
wedding reception at Belle 
Haven Country Club in 2003. 
Woods’ son served as his best 
man.

“We had a blowout 

wedding. For a couple of old 
geezers, we really did a big 
wedding,” Cramer said.

For months afterward, 
Cramer and Woods had guests 
complimenting them on their 
fun wedding. Cramer also 
managed to make it into a 
family affair, looping in a rela-
tive to help with the flower 
arrangements and even 
recruiting her son-in-law, a 
jazz saxophonist, to play along 
with the band during the first 
dance.

“It was just a big, fun 
event. We actually got thank 
you notes from people thank-

ing us because it was so much 
fun,” Cramer said.

After the wedding, Woods 
and Cramer enjoyed an eight-
day honeymoon in the West 
Indies, one of many trips 
they’ve taken together since 
getting married. After being 
married for 19 years, travel 
and Friday night date nights 
help keep the spark alive, 
but Woods and Cramer said 
the foundation of their rela-
tionship is compromise and 
communication.

“I still like opera and 
symphony, I still listen to a lot 
of classical music, but I also 

go with John to country music 
events, back to the Citadel for 
sporting events,” Cramer said. 
“… I think it’s really important 
that we’re willing to do what 
the other person wants to do 
some of the time.”

“I would much rather do 
my second or third choice 
than argue about the first 
choice. When she says I’m laid 
back, I’m a consensus builder,” 
Woods said. “I don’t necessar-
ily like to get in a fight. I can 
say in all these years, we have 
disagreements, but we do not 
fight.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Tips for a better wedding registry
Vary price points, know 
what you need and 
make things accessible
BY FAMILY FEATURES

For some couples, the idea 
of registering for wedding 
gifts is an exciting way to start 
planning for the home they’ll 
be sharing as newlyweds. For 
others, the registry is just one 
more chore to check off the 
wedding to-do list.

Regardless of where you 
fall on the love-it-or-hate-it 
spectrum, most experts agree 
a registry is a good idea, espe-
cially for couples who will be 
setting up a home together 
for the first time. Keep these 
tips and etiquette guidelines 
in mind to get the most out of 
your registry.

Take inventory of what 
you have and what you 
need. 

For couples who have lived 
alone or together, the regis-
try may be a way to fill in gaps 
for necessities neither of you 
already have. It’s also a good 
way to begin upgrading the less 
expensive kitchen items and 
furnishings you had as college 

students or singles. Make a list 
of your needs and wants so you 
don’t forget any essentials. If 
you’re still in doubt, request a 
checklist from the store where 
you’ll be registering so you can 
do some planning.

Register for things at 
a wide range of price 
points. 

The whole purpose of a 
registry is to make it easy for 
your guests to get you things 
you’ll like and need. Part of 
making it easy is recogniz-
ing your guests have diverse 
financial situations. While it’s 
customary to gift the bride 
and groom, not everyone can 
afford an extravagant gift, 
especially if they’ve spent 
money on travel and attire to 
attend. While it’s a good idea 
to offer modest options, don’t 
shy away from bigger ticket 
items that a small group might 
chip in on together.

Keep access in mind 
when you choose 
where to register. 

Avoid stores that are local 
or regional if you have many 
guests who live out of the area. 

Also avoid the temptation to 
choose online only options, as 
some guests will prefer to see 
what they’re buying. Aim for 
a mix of large national stores 
and online retailers.

Plan to block off at 
least a few hours for 
an in-person registry. 

It will take time to get 
everything set up. Travel-
ing through the store, debat-
ing options and making your 
selections could take longer 
than expected. Also be sure to 
ask how you can add to or edit 
your registry after your initial 
visit.

Get your partner 
involved. 

There are bound to be some 
parts of the registry your part-
ner may not care about, but 
asking for input and making 
decisions together lets you 
both share in the excitement. 
Focus on things you’ll each 
find useful as you settle into 
your new home. For example, 
the person who will be respon-
sible for taking out the trash 
should get to pick the new 
kitchen trash can.

 PHOTO/GETTY IMAGES
When creating a wedding registry, figure out what you both need and register items at a variety of 
price points.

Tying the Knot

A  W E D D I N G  S H O W C A S E
loudoun

SUNDAY, MARCH 13 ı 12-4PM
West Belmont Place  ı  18980 Upper Belmont Place  ı  Leesburg

V I S I T LOUDOUN .ORG /WEDD I NGS

5 0 +  V E N D O R S  I  F A S H I O N  S H O W
C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  F O O D  &  

B E V E R A G E  I  P R I Z E S  &  M O R E

R E C E N T L Y  E N G A G E D ?
P L A N N I N G  F O R  Y O U R  B I G  D A Y ?
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Alexandria has plenty 
to celebrate in March
BY GAYLE CONVERSE AND  

PAT MILLER

They carry, deliver and 
raise human beings. They 
govern nations. They run busi-
nesses.  They fight in combat. 
They save lives. Women are 
quite amazing.

Next month, events in 
Alexandria, the United States 
and the world will honor all 
women.  

The designation of March 
as Women’s History Month 
came about slowly, over the 
course of 111 years. First a day 
was proclaimed, then a week 
and finally the entire month. 

International Women’s 

Day, a global celebration of the 
economic, political and social 
achievements of women, was 
first held in 1911. The United 
Nations General Assembly 
has been sponsoring Interna-
tional Women’s Day, March 8, 
since 1975. In the U.S., Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter was the first 
to proclaim the week of March 
8, 1980 as National Women’s 
History Week. The next year, 
the U.S. Congress confirmed 
the observance. The expan-
sion to Women’s History 
Month occurred after the 
National Women’s History 
Project petitioned Congress in 
1987.

Twelve years ago, the U.N. 
voted unanimously to create 
the U.N. Entity for Gender 
Equality and the Empow-
erment of Women, which 
would become known as 
U.N. Women. As part of the 
U.N. Reform Agenda, the 
new branch was designed to 
bring together resources and 
mandates to recognize and 
empower women worldwide. 

The U.N. Women Interna-
tional Women’s Day theme 
for 2022 is “Gender Equal-
ity Today for a Sustainable 
Tomorrow.” The U.N. will 
recognize “the contribution 
of women and girls around 
the world, who are leading 
the charge on climate change 

adaptation, mitigation and 
response, to build a more 
sustainable future for all.” 
Multiple organizations have 
similar rallying cries for this 
year: “Break the Bias” and 
“Women Providing Healing; 
Promoting Hope.”

More than a century 
has passed since the cele-
bration of the first Inter-
national Women’s Day, yet 
despite the discoveries, brav-
ery, dedication and talents 
of women around the world, 
women often must continue 
to endure second-class status 
and civil and human rights 
violations.

There have been advance-
ments, even as the Equal 
Rights Amendment remains 
in limbo and the nation’s 
maternal mortality rate 
remains high. According 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, about 
700 women die in the U.S. 
each year because of “preg-
nancy or delivery complica-
tions.” But glass ceilings are 
beginning to crack globally: 
40% of U.S. businesses are 
owned by women, according 
to the Women’s Businesses 
Enterprise National Council.

In honor of next month’s 
celebration, let’s look back at 

Women’s History Month 
events in Alexandria

Join Alexandria Celebrates 

Women March 8, 2022 for the 

Little Theatre of Alexandria's 

production of “Blue Stockings,” 

the story of four women fighting 

for an education, set against 

the backdrop of the women’s 

suffrage movement in Great 

Britain. Funds will benefit 

the Alexandria Domestic 

Violence Safehouse.  

The March 8 performance is 

a limited seating engagement, 

with 144 seats. Please visit 

www.thelittletheatre.com 

for COVID-19 guidelines.

Date: March 8, 2022  
• Tickets:https://

www.eventbrite.com/e/

blue-stockings-at-the-

little-theatre-of-alexandria-

tickets-256561270667

• Location: The Little 

Theatre of Alexandria, 600 

Wolfe St. Alexandria 22314

For more information on 

the Alexandria Domestic 

Violence Safehouse, a place 

of refuge for many women 

impacted by the pandemic, 

visit www.alexandriava.

gov/DomesticViolence.

WOMEN'S HISTORYEvolution of Women’s History Month

SEE ACW | 19

FILE PHOTO
Mary and Emily Edmonson were sisters held in Alexandria’s Bruin 
Slave Jail. After attempting to escape, the sisters would become 
strong voices in the abolitionist movement.

TimesLivinq
Alexandria 

 Celebrates Women



18 | FEBRUARY 17, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Senior nonprofit spotlight: Legal 
Services of Northern Virginia
LSNV provides free 
legal services for 
elderly residents
BY ELIZABETH M. CREGO

Legal Services of North-
ern Virginia is a nonprofit law 
firm that has provided free 
legal services to low-income, 
elderly and disabled people 
throughout Northern Virginia 
for more than 40 years. 

LSNV’s elder law prac-
tice group provides a vari-
ety of services for clients 
60 and older. It can provide 
translators and interpret-
ers for non-English speakers. 
LSNV can also accommodate 
emergency access issues by 
meeting clients in hospitals, 
nursing homes and clients’ 
homes when necessary and 
appropriate. For applicants 

who have been screened 
and found eligible for LSNV 
services, the law firm may 
provide advice or representa-
tion in the following types of 
cases: 

• Personal declaration docu-
ments: wills, durable powers of 
attorney and advance medical 
directives;

• Assisted living: contract, 
quality of care and discharge 
issues; 

• Consumer law/debt collec-
tion: defense of debt collection 
cases, including garnishment;

• Disability benefits: SSI 
disability eligibility and over-
payment issues;

• Elder abuse/neglect preven-
tion: uncontested guardian-
ship, protective orders, financial 
exploitation;

• Health care: medical debt 

collection defense;
• Housing law: evictions; 

housing conditions; fair hous-
ing; subsidized housing; real 
estate tax exemptions and 
administrative hearings; 

• Medicaid: long-term care 
coverage eligibility; 

• Medicare: questions about 
coverage; 

• Nursing home care: nurs-
ing home discharge and qual-
ity of care, nursing home 
contract disputes and nursing 
home collection lawsuits; 

• Public benefits, includ-
ing food stamps and auxiliary 
grants; 

• Social security: eligibility 
and overpayment issues. 

COVID-19 has changed the 
way LSNV operates and focuses 
its services. For now, LSNV’s 
offices are only open for tele-

phone appointments and 
pre-scheduled office appoint-
ments when necessary. When 
meeting with clients, LSNV 

requires staff to be vaccinated 
and wear KN95 masks. 

SEE LSNV | 19

 PHOTO/LEGAL SERVICES OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA
Staff from Legal Services of Northern Virginia, a nonprofit that pro-
vides free legal services to seniors, residents with disabilities and 
low-income residents.

SENIORS

CALL (703) 688-8050 TO SCHEDULE A SAFE & PRIVATE TOUR TODAY! 
www.FalconsLanding.org   |   Falcons Landing is proud to be a non-profit Life Plan Community.

settle for
The Johnson Center at Falcons Landing is home to an Assisted Living community, 
a beautiful Memory Care neighborhood and a five-star Skilled Nursing unit, which 
was named in the U.S. News World Report as a Best Nursing Home. Falcons 
Landing also offers assisted living in our West Falls Center. Experience  
exceptional care in a modern and luxurious community designed to  
deliver residents with an unmatched level of service.
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LSNV has also been 
unable to conduct workshops 
at senior centers and senior 
living complexes because 
those locations have largely 
been closed to the public or 
have limited access to protect 
their residents. LSNV is 
able to go to a senior living 
complex or nursing home 
when needed to serve the 
needs of its clients, and it has 
focused some of its services 
on the areas most impacted 
by the pandemic. 

Those areas include hous-
ing assistance through rent 
and mortgage relief applica-
tions and payments to avoid 
eviction and foreclosure; 
tax advice and outreach on 
tax credits and economic 
impact payments and unem-
ployment assistance, partic-
ularly when it comes to 
navigating payments during 
the pandemic.

Although the way LSNV 

provides services looks a 
little different, the nonprofit 
has continued to effectively 
serve seniors in the Alexan-
dria community. During the 
last couple of years, LSNV has 
been able to meet with clients 
in their nursing homes and in 
their home to prepare powers 
of attorney, wills and medi-
cal directives. It also helped 
a client with a fixed income 
avoid excess debt by nego-
tiating a settlement agree-
ment and reduced payoff 
with her condominium asso-
ciation. In the area of hous-
ing, LSNV helped clients with 
disabilities and poverty-level 
incomes to keep subsidized 
housing during the pandemic 
as well.

For anyone looking to see 
if you qualify for LSNV’s free 
services, contact LSNV at 
703-778-6800.

The writer  is a staff 
attorney at Legal Services 

of Northern Virginia.

LSNV FROM | 18

some of the American mile-
stones in women’s history.

1920: The U.S. ratifies 
the 19th Amendment grant-
ing women the right to vote. 
It was almost a half century 
later that American women 
of color were allowed equal 
access to the ballot box. The 
100th anniversary of the 
Supreme Court defending 
women’s right to vote will 
occur on Feb. 27.

1981: Sandra Day O’Con-
nor becomes the first 
woman appointed to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

1983: Sally Ride becomes 
the first American woman to 
go into space.

2016: Hillary Clinton is 
the first woman nominated 
for president by a major polit-
ical party.

2020: Kamala Harris is 
sworn in as the first woman 
vice president of the U.S.

Meanwhile, in Virginia:  

1587: Virginia Dare is 
the first child of the North 
American continent, born to 
English settlers in what was 
then the Colony of Virginia 
and is now present day North 
Carolina.

1596 (est.): Amonute is 
born in Tidewater, Virginia. 
Given the nickname “Poca-
hontas” which meant “play-
ful one,” she is the legendary 
rescuer of Captain John 
Smith.

1731: Martha Washington 
is born. She would become 
the wife of the first U.S. pres-
ident, George Washington.

Alexandria also has plenty 
to celebrate when it comes to 
women’s history. Here is a 
small sampling of the count-
less free and enslaved women 
achievers in our city’s history.

1601: Margaret Brent is 
born in England and is the 
first woman on the North 
American continent to ask 
for women’s right to vote. 
Brent becomes a landowner 

of much of what is present 
day Alexandria.

1848: Mary and Emily 
Edmondson were sisters held 
at the Bruin Slave Jail in Alex-
andria, returned to imprison-
ment after a daring attempt 
to escape. The sisters would 
become tireless abolitionists.

1857: Kate Waller Barrett 
is born. This Alexandrian 
would become a social 
reformer, physician, philan-
thropist, mother and suffrag-
ist.

1991: Patsy Ticer becomes 
the first elected female mayor 
in Alexandria’s history, later 
serving as a state senator.

Alexandria women – and 
all women – really are amazing.

The writer are founders 
of Alexandria Celebrates 
Women, a nonprofit that 

highlights influential 
women throughout the city’s 

history. Contact them at 
AlexandriaCelebratesWomen@

gmail.com.
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Call 1-800-746-1459 or visit RetirementVirginia.com.

Get your  
FREE brochure!

Vibrant Senior Living in All Seasons

At Ashby Ponds and Greenspring, weather won’t disrupt your day!  
Enjoy independent living, plus amenities to help you stay active and secure.

18
72
50
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FEBRUARY 21

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
BIRTHDAY PARADE The City 
of Alexandria, the adopted 
hometown of George Washington, 
celebrates his birthday each year 
with events throughout February. 
The highlight will be on Feb. 21, 
when Alexandria residents and 
visitors will line the streets of 
Old Town to cheer on the oldest 
and largest George Washington 
Birthday parade in the country. 
The parade features drum corps, 
color guards, bands, community 
and fraternal organizations, 
youth groups, local merchants, 
city dignitaries and, of course, 
General Washington and Martha 
Washington. This year, the 
celebration will honor Alexandria’s 
health care workers and first 
responders, who will march as 
parade grand marshals. 
Time: 1 to 3 p.m. 
Location: Old Town 
Informaton: www.
washingtonbirthday.com/

GADSBY’S TAVERN GEORGE 
WASHINGTON BIRTHNIGHT 
BANQUET AND BALL The George 
Washington Birthday Celebration 
Committee and Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum present the annual cele-
bration of the birth of the nation’s 

first president. Join in the celebra-
tions that have been ongoing for 
hundreds of years and gather to 
honor General Washington over 
Zoom. Begin the evening with 
a video presentation about the 
history of this event and hear from 
those who have participated in it 
for years. Converse with others 
about their favorite birthnight 
experiences. Then the general will 
be available live for questions. 
Lastly, enjoy English Country danc-
ing, called by an expert dance 
master from the historic ballroom, 
that participants can do with 
one, two, four, six or eight people 
at home. Period costumes of 
the 1790s are encouraged. One 
virtual dance class on Feb.17 is 
included. There are also birthnight 
banquet to-go meals. 
Time: 7 to 10 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Informaton: www.alexandriava.
gov/GadsbysTavern 

FEBRUARY 22

LEFT BEHIND: STORIES 
FROM THE UNDERGROUND 
RAILROAD Master storyteller 
Sheila Arnold looks at what 
formerly enslaved people left 
behind when they escaped to 
freedom. Through story, song and 
audience interaction, Arnold will 

look at the fugitive slaves from 
the Underground Railroad and 
shares what they left behind, 
such as family, clothes, name 
and life. The one-hour program 
will begin with the audience’s 
thoughts and is appropriate for 
all ages.  
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
left-behind%3a-stories-from-the-
underground-railroad/18647/ 

FEBRUARY 23

FORD EVENING BOOK TALK: 
GEORGE WASHINGTON’S HAIR 
Keith Beutler’s new book, George 
Washington’s Hair: How Early 
Americans Remembered the 
Founders, explains how, between 
1790 and 1840, popular memory 
took a turn toward the physical, as 
exemplified by the craze for col-
lecting locks of George Washing-
ton’s hair. This book uncovers a 
forgotten strand of early American 
memory practices and emerging 
patriotic identity. Participants will 
hear from the author and are en-
couraged to submit questions. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: 6614 Fort Hunt Road 
Informaton: https://www.visital-
exandriava.com/event/ford-eve-

ning-book-talk%3a-george-wash-
ingtons-hair/18580/ 

FEBRUARY 26

STORIES IN THE ARCHITECTURE 
Explore the history of the Lee-
Fendall House through its 
architecture. Changes in style 
and home technology have all 
left their mark on the home, 
from when it was built in 1785 
through its continued use as a 
home in the 20th century. This 
tour will include parts of the 
house that are not regularly open 
to the public. Face masks are 
required inside the museum. The 
tour is limited to 10 participants.  
Time: 2 to 3:15 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://
www.visitalexandriava.
com/event/stories-in-the-
architecture/11574/ 
 
VIOLONCELLO DA SPALLA: 
BACH’S CELLO SUITES Musician 
Andrew Gonzalez will perform a 
rich program on the violoncello 
de spalla, a fascinating 
instrument that few have heard 
of. The violoncello de spalla looks 
like a smaller version of the cello 
and is strapped to the body over 
the shoulder, resting across the 
upper chest. The instrument 

existed in Bach’s lifetime and 
there is speculation that several 
of his cantatas may have been 
composed with it mind, as well 
as Bach's Sixth Cello Suite, 
which will be presented in this 
performance.  
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: 228 S Pitt St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
violoncello-da-spalla%3a-
bach%e2%80%99s-cello-
suites/18305/ 

MARCH 4

CIVIL WAR NURSES OF 
ALEXANDRIA Join Jackie Greer, 
RN, BSN for a talk discussing 
how the American Civil War 
marked the beginning of nursing 
as a profession in America. She 
will explore the paths a number 
of women took before arriving in 
Alexandria during the civil war as 
nurses. Advance registration is 
required. Cost is $5 per person. 
Time: 6 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/civil-
war-nurses-of-alexandria/18618/
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HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

This sought after location 
on Timber Branch Parkway 
has curb appeal with excep-
tional brickwork, an impres-
sive facade and a spacious 
attached garage. The back-
yard features a large screened 
porch, custom deck with built-
ins and professional landscap-
ing in a tiered arrangement. 

The upper level of the 
home offers four bedrooms, 
three full baths and plenty of 
storage. The main level has a 
large living room with a fire-
place, a separate dining room 
with a bay window and eat-in 
kitchen. The main-level family 
room features a fireplace and 
French doors that open to the 

porch; a first-floor office; half-
bath; spacious laundry room 
and one-car garage. 

The hardwood floors on 
the main level have recently 
been refinished and the inte-
rior repainted in a warm, 
welcoming color. The lower 
level features 9' ceilings, a rec 
room with fireplace, a guest 

suite with full bath and a large 
utility room with working 
space and sufficient storage. 

There is excellent expo-
sure in every room, two-zoned 
gas heat and a number of 
other recent upgrades – the 
long-term owners carefully 
maintained and loved this 
residence.

Left: This Braddock Heights home features quality brickwork and five bedrooms and four and a half bathrooms in this three-level residence.
Middle: The main level hardwood floors were recently refinished.
Right: The backyard has a lovely screened porch, custom deck with built ins and a tiered spacious yard.

Spacious Braddock Heights home with recent updates

COURTESY PHOTO

Address: 713 E. Timber Branch 

Parkway, Alexandria 22302

Neighborhood: Braddock 

Heights

Price: $1,650,000

Square feet: 3,690

Bedrooms: 5

Bathrooms: 4.5

Year built: 1992

Contact:

Diane G. Murphy, 

Ph.D., associate broker  

TTR Sotheby's International 

Realty 

www.ttrsir.com

dmurphy@ttrsir.com

703-408-1152 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  FEBRUARY 17, 2022 | 21 

Weekly Words

A MODEL THEME by Christina Iverson, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
BARBARA GILBERT (60), formerly of Alexandria, 

Feb. 7, 2022

ANNA LEIDER (62), of Alexandria, Feb. 12, 2022

WALLACE ODEN (82), of Alexandria, Jan. 26, 

2022

MICHAEL SHARITZ (40), of Alexandria, Feb. 8, 

2022

ACROSS
1 Love, in Lombardy
6 Line crossers?
11 Part of UCLA
14 Part of UNLV
17 Button inside a blouse?
18 ___ opposites
19 Fizzy drink
20 Shipped
21 Last Nissan pickup at the 

dealership?
24	 82-Across's	features	a	butterfly
25 Peppermint Patty, to Marcie
26 She has a wool coat
27 Place for a piercing
28 Anderson on CNN
30 Descendant
33 Makes a compact Chevy?
37 Mark with two dots
39 Purpose
40 Wedding seater
41 "Someone told me ..."
43 Not taken in by
44 Cosmic fate
46	 Faulty	firework
49 "We're all out of that Ford 

SUV"?
52 Rae of "The Lovebirds"
53 Jitters while putting
54 Recipe verb after "combine"
55 Western native
56 Finally registered

58 Wedding runner
60 "Strip of cloth" in Sanskrit
62 Criticizing
63 Look for your Kia hatchback 

in a crowded lot?
67 Pat with four Grammys
68 Protest singer Seeger
69 Unclothed
70 Harshly criticize
71	 Inflate,	as	a	resume
72 Elizabethan collar's shape
73 "House" actor Omar
77 How some NBA games end
78 Honda SUV used in a com-

mercial?
82 Web portal since 1995
83 Creamy breakfast dish
85 "Include me!"
86 Spanish for "madame"
87 Noble below a viscount
89 ___-garde
90 Last word of many fairy tales
91 Exits a Subaru sedan?
95 Joyce ___ Oates
97 Bring into a conversation
98 End of Reed College's ad-

dress
99 Chunk of cash
100 "___ been thinking ..."
103 Mid-March date
104 Own a Dodge SUV that excels 

in crash tests?

111	Boston	NBA	player,	briefly
112 Shiraz's country
113 Candy heart sentiment
114 "Silly" birds
115 Free app annoyances
116 According to
117 Enchanting singer of myth
118 Party throwers

DOWN
1 Insects in underpants, in a 

phonics book
2 When doubled, a Hawaiian 

fish
3 Miss the alarm, maybe
4	 Soccer	official
5 Director Roth
6 Reproduce like salmon
7 Nat King ___
8 Alien of '80s TV
9 Setting for many jokes
10 Full show letters
11 Longest river in France
12 "Kind of an ___ to Duty" 

(Nash poem)
13 "Oh, fun" in response to a 

chore, e.g.
14 Inspiration for a spotted print
15 Red emotion in "Inside Out"
16 Birth bird
19 "On the double!"
20 Incline

22 Lead-in to "classical"
23 Orderly
29 Workers' protection org.
31 Seasoning in a grinder
32 Regarding
33 Singer Oberst
34 Communion, e.g.
35 Name within "on the nose"
36 "Why not?!"
37 Shanghai or Bangkok
38 Surprised greeting
39 Animals many children want
42 Sony's portable CD player
44 2021 Bachelorette Thurston
45 "Great" animal
47 Employing
48 "Fudge!"
50 Turn the wheel
51 Blessing's opposite
52 Hot tips and such
56 Nauseates
57 Tennis great Arthur
59 "Hello ___" (classic cellphone 

tagline)
60 "Blue ___ Shoes"
61	 Modifier	key	on	a	PC
62 Clog-clearing product
63 ___ list (scholarly award)
64 Pungent rolls with holes
65 Australian gems
66 Rub with oil
67 Fedora feature

71 Sweetie, in the U.K.
72 2004-13 forensic spinoff
74 People follow them in movies
75 Study, with "over"
76 Twinkling thing
78 "Bossypants" author Fey
79 Paper towel brand
80 Green Apple product, perhaps
81 Fruit that may grow inside a 

brandy bottle
83 "Cousin" on "Succession"
84 Fruit on a thorny bush
88 "Stop!" on a ship
89 ___ de Jamaica (hibiscus 

iced tea)
91 German camera company
92 Concluded
93 Burton who will host "Trivial 

Pursuit"
94 Where Eve lived
95 Jambalaya cuisine
96 Hurly-burly
99 Contraction that sounds like 

a hair extension
101 Sleeveless garment
102 <O> <O>
105 "___ you free?"
106 Bro's sib, maybe
107 Comedian Wong
108 Fox's coat
109 Disgusted exclamation
110 ___ Speedwagon
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The first budget proposed by new City Manager James Parajon 
for fiscal year 2023 includes a staggering 7.7% increase in spending, 
a shocking amount even with inflation at historic highs nationally.

For comparison, the nationwide Consumer Price Index rose 7% 
from December 2020 to December 2021, according to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, fueled by a 50% increase in the price of gasoline. 
Other CPI categories that rose at least 24% year-over-year were in 
related areas: used vehicles, energy and utility (piped) natural gas.

By contrast, nationwide spending on education, the single item 
that by far receives the most funding in Alexandria’s budget, rose 
only 2% nationwide in the past year. These numbers suggest that 
the key forces that led to a 7% overall inflation rate in 2021 are not 
the primary drivers of Alexandria’s spending surge.

The city manager’s proposed budget does include a wage increase 
of 6% for fire and emergency response personnel,  5% for police officers 
and sheriff’s deputies and 4% for other city employees that are on 
top of regular step increases. This constitutes real progress, though 
it remains to be seen if it will be enough to bring pay for Alexandria’s 
police officers, in particular, into line with regional averages. 

Language in the budget announcement also states that a one- or 
two-cent hike in the real estate tax rate per $100 of assessed value 
might be necessary “to fund additional initiatives,” which are not 
identified.

Given that this budget is being funded by soaring real estate 
assessments in Alexandria, which will add a whopping $445 to the 
average homeowner’s property tax bill this year, we hope the tax 
burden is not further increased. 

The trajectory of COVID-19 cases in Alexandria, as elsewhere, 
moved rapidly upward just after last Thanksgiving, fueled mostly 
by the new Omicron variant. The very good news is that this 
trajectory has changed from a line pointing almost straight up 
to a bell curve, meaning cases have plummeted as quickly since 
mid-January as they skyrocketed in December and early January.

More encouraging news is that 75% of city residents ages 5 and 
older are fully vaccinated against COVID-19, though this number 
does not include information on booster shots. Alexandria’s full 
vaccination rate exceeds that of Virginia as a whole: Statewide, 
71% of residents are fully vaccinated, according to the Virginia 
Department of Health.

The flip side of these positive numbers is that 25% of city 
residents and 29% of Virginia residents age 5 and up are not fully 
vaccinated.

Reaching these last holdouts has proven difficult in both 
Alexandria and Virginia as a whole. That’s why we were encouraged 
to see that new Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R-VA) has launched a 
vaccination education effort focused specifically on unvaccinated 
communities as part of his COVID-19 action plan. The overall 
plan includes public service announcements, at least 120 vaccine 
events across the Commonwealth and the deployment of mobile 
vaccine units.

Omicron has made it abundantly clear that being vaccinated 
will protect the vast majority of people from serious cases of 
COVID-19, though not against mild cases. As we said last year in 
our Times PSA campaign, “Give it a shot.” And in 2022, for good 
measure if you haven’t already, “Give it a boost!”

Sticker shock

PHOTO/DICK CHAIT
A ribbon cutting for the new Institute for Defense Analyses building, 
which is located in Potomac Yard, was held last month.

Your Views

Abandoning history
To the editor:

It’s troubling to read that the city is considering changing the composition and 
looks of the Torpedo Factory. It’s an architectural artifact one walks through with great 
respect for Alexandria’s proud retention of its history in the defense of America.

Hundreds of its torpedoes devastated the Japanese fleet in the Battle of Surigao 
Strait, saving the forces of Gen. Douglas MacArthur landing on the Philippine beaches. 
The last U.S. Navy battle to use torpedoes, they were made by non-segregated workers, 
uncommon in Virginia. My father returned from that battle after the war ended, work-
ing briefly at the Torpedo Factory as he started a family.

Afterward, the historic factory became the repository for the Nuremberg trials’ 
records. It therefore seemed appropriate for our city to purchase this dual armory of 
war – and archive of its horror – to concomitantly highlight that the creative beauty of 
art beacons in a peaceful world. The then-Art League president’s vision was to turn the 
Torpedo Factory into “working studio spaces for artists,” serving the League’s mission: 
“By nurturing the artist, we enrich the community.”

It’s difficult to imagine the words “Torpedo Factory” in the images the city presents of 
what this remarkable arsenal and archive could look like in the future. Opting for sweeping 
white expanses and stylish access to outside observation points and new roof levels for a 
changed exterior and chic interior, the city abandons the building’s historic significance.

But it’s the loss of individual artist studios – the city’s original purpose in purchasing 

SEE SESTAK | 25

Encouraging COVID-19 news

Our View Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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Lessons in law enforcement

Justic Matters 
with Bryan Porter

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Your Views

BY BRYAN PORTER

This is the second in a series of columns 
focused on lessons I have learned during my 
27 years in law enforcement. The first three 
lessons were included in last month’s edition.

Lesson four: Leadership is a skill. 
Leadership ability is not an attribute that 

people either possess or lack. Instead, it is 
a skill – or better yet, an intercon-
nected set of skills – which success-
ful leaders are constantly honing. 
Granted, some people are innately 
gifted in ways that serve them well 
in a leadership role. However, every-
one can improve their leadership 
ability by emulating other successful 
leaders, attending leadership training classes 
or simply increasing their level of leadership 
experience. Like any other skill, becoming an 
accomplished leader requires work.

Lesson five: Leaders excel at social 
intelligence. 

The quality known as social intelligence 
is hard to define, but rough synonyms would 
be “tact” or “street smarts.” One of the most 
challenging aspects of leadership is dealing 
with the people one supervises on their terms, 
respecting their idiosyncrasies and individ-
ual personalities. A socially intelligent leader 
displays a host of important traits, the most 
important of these being an understanding of 
the motivations of other people, outstanding 
listening skills, conversational capability and 
the ability to see the other side of an issue. 

In my second month as the elected 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, I had to have a 
difficult conversation with an employee. I 
brought her into my office and was very direct 
with her. My voice began to rise as I expressed 
my displeasure at her performance.

I could quickly tell that my approach was 
completely wrong: The employee quickly 
became visibly distressed and soon asked to 
leave the room. She later told me that she 
had trouble sleeping because of the way I had 
“yelled” at her and was fearful that I would 
always hold the situation against her.

In this interaction, I showed a lack of 
social intelligence because I did not consider 
the way in which the employee might react to 
the conversation. I still consider this vignette 

a sterling example of a learning experi-
ence, and I have tried to not repeat the same 
mistakes in subsequent conversations. Like 
every human skill, social intelligence can be 
gained through trial and error.

Lesson six: People matter. 
Here is an easy question. How quickly do 

you return voicemail messages? As soon as 
you receive them? Within 24 hours? Never? 

The easiest way to signal to some-
one they do not matter to you is to 
simply ignore them. A leader strives 
to inculcate a culture in which the 
people who comprise their organi-
zation really matter. This culture 
may take many forms: a small but 
important one is expeditiously 

responding to emails and voice messages. 
I remember applying to police depart-

ments as a young man. Once my application 
was in, I received a form letter that said in 
so many words: “We received your applica-
tion, now don’t ever call us. We’ll call you if 
we need to.” The wait seemed interminable, 
and many agencies never contacted me again, 
even to tell me I had not been selected. I still 
remember the angst and unhappiness this 
caused.

While I don’t argue that applicants deserve 
daily updates, in a world where the job market 
is tight, it makes sense to provide them with 
updates about the general timeline of the 
hiring process. In addition to being the decent 
thing to do, this kind of personal attention 
may convince a qualified applicant to choose 
your agency over another contender. 

The “people matter” mantra can also be 
applied to internal assignments. All agen-
cies function more smoothly when they put 
the right people in the right jobs, and this 
approach brings the additional benefit of 
creating happy employees. While it is obvi-
ously impossible to put everyone in the posi-
tion they desire, a system of making internal 
assignments that considers aptitude and 
allows employees a chance at advancement is 
desirable. 

Next month I will finish up the series with 
a few additional lessons and some concluding 
thoughts.

The writer is Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Alexandria.

BRYAN 
PORTER

BRYAN PORTER

To the editor:
This is Alexandria’s 

continuing story of three 
watershed streams: Straw-
berry Run, Taylor Run and 
Lucky Run. It shows how 
our actions can produce 
the best possible health 
for the Chesapeake Bay’s 
animals, plants and water 
for all. It is a simple story.

Science agrees that the 
Bay’s health is well-de-
fined by measuring just 
three things: phosphorous, 
nitrogen and soil sediment, 
and the lowest amounts 
possible are highly desired. 
Like all our streams, these 
three empty into the Ches-
apeake watershed.

The Bay struggles to 
recover from an overload 
causing declines in crabs, 
oysters and oxygenating 
seagrass. Therefore, it is 
critical for all of Alexan-
dria’s streams to show low 
amounts for each measure, 
especially when compared 
to governments’ stan-
dards, largely determined 
by farm not city water 
runoff. Soil sampling from 
each of the local sites, not 
the disallowed default 
figure, is the best prac-
tice for determining both 
pollution credits and grant 
awards.

In the case of our three 
streams, recent scien-
tific sampling and analy-
sis indicated that all three 
streams perform much 
better than government 
standards. It’s become 
easy to see that these 
well-performing streams 
should not be disturbed 
until we find proven less 
destructive and more 
cost-effective ways to 
“Save the Bay.”

If our first priority is 
to save the bay, how we 
get there should be as fast 
and direct as we can make 
it. The same analysis was 
done for all three, but only 
two were halted, while one 
was given the go ahead. 
This denies the impor-
tance of what we know and 
limits the best we can do. 
Rolling in peripheral issues 
such as sewage and infra-
structure is not supported 
by this program and not 
appropriately addressed by 
credits or grants.

Fortunately, City Coun-
cil directed staff to find 
alternatives that can 
be used throughout the 
watershed. The Environ-
mental Council of Alexan-
dria has already identified 
proven and viable options: 
let’s adapt them to fit 
Strawberry, Taylor and 
Lucky runs. 

The chance of saving 
the pollution credits and 
grants for one small proj-
ect is not enough to delay 
efforts to save the bay. 
We are confident that city 
staff’s good relations with 
their credits and grants 
colleagues will not suffer 
from removing Lucky 
Run under its submitted 
metrics.

Alexandria’s high-
est priority in this three-
stream program is to use it 
to save the bay. Right now, 
the best action is “don’t 
disturb.” Council has set 
the stage for better solu-
tions. Let’s find the best 
one, very soon. Alexan-
dria’s watershed and the 
Chesapeake Bay deserve it, 
and we can do it.

-Kathryn Papp,
Alexandria

Split decision



24 | FEBRUARY 17, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

My View | Adam Ebbin

BY STATE SEN. ADAM EBBIN

With Virginia governors constitution-
ally limited to a single consecutive four-year 
term, there is no time to waste if an admin-
istration is to be successful. 

Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R-VA) has been in 
office about a month but has been running 
into some major stumbling blocks in his 
“Day One Game Plan.” For instance, he has 
issued some controversial executive orders 
that may be illegal, and which 
are currently held up in court 
challenges. Along with some 
colleagues in the state legisla-
ture, I have also been digging into 
the impact of some of the gover-
nor’s policy proposals. We believe 
that the end result of some of his 
policies would be defunding core 
services, siphoning of public school funding 
toward charter schools and reducing access 
to the ballot box.

Legislation from the governor’s office 
includes bills that would freeze a scheduled 
minimum wage increase and repeal local 
authority to allow employees to collectively 
bargain. Fortunately, these anti-worker poli-
cies were blocked by Senate Democrats. As 
chair of the Senate Privileges and Elections 
Committee, I have seen a slew of bills intro-
duced that advance positions advocated by 
Youngkin on the campaign trail that prom-
ise to restore “election integrity,” including 
ending same day voter registration before it 
even begins and reinstating overly restric-
tive voter ID laws. Committee Democrats 
summarily turned away these bills. 

Fiscally, it is clear that Youngkin is new 
to the world of governance. Despite Virginia 
being constitutionally mandated to have 
a balanced budget, the governor has intro-
duced plans amassing a stunning $3.5 billion 
in tax cuts and new spending without offer-
ing solutions to pay for them. The General 
Assembly and former Gov. Ralph Northam 
(D-VA) built an economy that created the 
current $2.6 billion surplus – but that 
money is needed to make major investments 
in education and mental healthcare and to 
reform failing agencies, like the Virginia 
Employment Commission.

Youngkin’s proposals would make 
these necessary investments impossible. 
In the Senate Finance and Appropriations 
Committee, we rejected legislation requir-
ing localities to hold a referendum before 
making increases to their real property tax 

rates. Other states, like California, tried to 
do the same. The result was a fiscal calamity. 
We also tabled efforts to double the standard 
deduction on income taxes, recommending 
a study before we revisit it next year. 

The taxpayers of Virginia entrust us 
to produce a well-balanced budget, and 
while Youngkin has some laudable goals to 
repeal and rebate some taxes, his lack of a 
plan to offset the revenue gap he’s creating 
should alarm every Virginian. The Senate 

is working to reshape some of 
those proposals into realistic poli-
cies, including a prudent, gradu-
ated approach to shielding veteran 
retirement income from taxation.

The governor has proposed 
eliminating the tax on grocer-
ies, including the 1% local grocery 
tax, without providing localities 

any way to make up the funds that would 
otherwise be used for education and local 
infrastructure. A bipartisan majority of the 
Senate finance committee opted to elimi-
nate the 1.5% state grocery tax, while leav-
ing localities intact for now. 

Youngkin’s pick for Virginia Secretary 
of Natural Resources, Andrew Wheeler, was 
recently rejected by the Senate. Wheeler, 
a former coal lobbyist and Environmen-
tal Protection Agency administrator under 
President Donald Trump, faced more oppo-
sition from my constituents than any cabi-
net nominee in Virginia history, with more 
than 500 constituents writing to my office 
opposing his nomination.

Furthermore, another 150 former 
Republican and Democratic EPA employees 
publicly stated that, “Mr. Wheeler pursued 
an extremist approach, methodically weak-
ening EPA’s ability to protect public health 
and the environment, instead favoring 
polluters.” Frustrated by this failure, Youn-
gkin lashed out at a group of civil servants, 
directing the House majority to block 1,010 
appointments to boards and commissions 
crucial to the operation of government.  
Fortunately, the Republican House major-
ity refused this request and ultimately 
confirmed all but 11 appointments made by 
Northam.

Despite these stumbles by Youngkin out 
of the gate, I hope we will be able to work 
with his administration over the coming 
months to build a stronger Virginia.

The writer is State Senator for the 30th 
District of Virginia, which includes most 

I oppose many Youngkin policies

ADAM EBBIN

To the editor:
There are times when 

Virginia state officials make 
decisions without thinking 
about the consequences to 
their constituents. Skill games 
are a prime example.

Some legislators don’t 
understand how import-
ant these games are to small 
businesses and want to end 
them. They would be making a 
mistake if they did. I count on 
the money I receive from skill 
games to help keep my restau-
rant open. The money goes 
toward my overhead, monthly 
bills and paying my staff.  

These games are popu-
lar with my customers here in 
Alexandria, and I can tell you 
that when a judge said they 

could be turned on again in 
December – after the state 
forced them to be turned off 
in June 2021 – I had custom-
ers show up I had not seen in 
months. And they don’t just 
play the games, they buy meals 
and beverages. They increase 
their tips to staff. 

A judge will decide in May 
what will happen with skill 
games. But lawmakers should 
pass legislation now to regu-
late and keep the games oper-
ating permanently. It is not 
only important for small 
businesses, but can provide 
millions of dollars in tax reve-
nue for the commonwealth. 

-Jose Machuca, 
owner of Machu Pollo 

Restaurant, Alexandria

Skill games are important
to small businesses

To the editor:
I, too, am concerned that 

our city is providing subsidies 
for developers. Recently in “The 
Council Connection,” Mayor 
Justin Wilson defended his deci-
sion to subsidize the George 
Mason Hotel by claiming that 
over the next 20 years the sales 
and use tax charged to each hotel 
guest would pay for the subsidy. 
Furthermore, he indicated that 
a hotel was a better choice for 
that location than a residential 
property because a hotel would 
generate a substantially higher 
return on net taxes.

I disagree with Wilson’s deci-
sion to subsidize a developer. 
Instead of developer subsidies, 
we should prioritize pay raises 
for our police officers and fire-
fighters and work to mitigate the 
floods caused by our outdated 
and poorly maintained stormwa-
ter sewer system. 

Insofar as our city’s stormwa-
ter sewer system is concerned, 
only 11, or 13%, of the 83 sites in 

the city that require stormwater 
sewer capital improvements will 
receive funding within the next 
10 years. This funding includes 
the work that is necessary to 
plan, design and estimate the 
costs for solutions.

Unfortunately, without more 
money, 72 sites in the city will 
continue to experience severe 
flooding for an unknown number 
of years in the future and a plan, 
design and an estimate will not 
be prepared that would other-
wise tell us what it will take to fix 
the problems. I’m very familiar 
with this situation because I live 
in one of the affected areas where 
the city tabled work to solve the 
flooding problem. 

I hope that Wilson and City 
Council will reverse themselves 
and put an end to any future 
decision to subsidize developers. 
I also hope that they prioritize 
spending to fund unmet basic 
services. 

-John E. Craig,
Alexandria

City should prioritize spend-
ing on unmet basic services
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Weekly Poll

Last Week  
What do you think about the proposed 
ParcView II project?
38% I think it’s a great way to address the city’s need for 

affordable housing.

38% The city doesn’t need more large-scale development.

19% I think it’s great in concept, but this is not the right place 

for it.

5% I’m not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Ferdinand T. Day: A remarkable Alexandrian
We continue our Black 

History Month series this 
week by featuring Ferdinand 
T. Day. Born in 1918, Day lived 
in Alexandria until his pass-
ing in 2015. His tenure on the 
Alexandria School Board in 
the 1960s and ‘70s is the most 
visible aspect of his service to 
his hometown.

Day impacted the rest of 
the world with his instruc-
tion of Foreign Service offi-
cers for the U.S. Department 
of State until his retirement 
in 1978. Day caught the atten-
tion of former City Manager 
Vola Lawson in the 1960s due 
to his support and leader-
ship in fighting segregation of 
everyday services in Alexan-
dria such as retail, transpor-
tation and local government. 
He made a lasting impres-
sion on those who fought for 

civil rights in Alexandria and 
beyond by emphasizing that 
the attention should remain 
on the issue rather than the 
protesters.

Day went to elemen-
tary school at the segregated 
Parker-Gray School. When 
he graduated from seventh 
grade, there weren’t any 
public-school options avail-
able for African Americans 
to continue their education 
in Alexandria. He commuted 
every day into Washington, 
D.C., and graduated from 
Armstrong Technical High 
School in 1935. He later grad-
uated from Minors Teacher’s 
College with majors in geog-
raphy and history. Rather 
than teach in Virginia, Day 
embarked on his career at the 
State Department. Upon his 
retirement, Day was a Foreign 

Service Reserve Officer.
Alexandria expanded its 

School Board from six to nine 
members in 1964, at least in 
part in response to the Brown 
v. Board of Education deci-
sion 10 years earlier. Day was 
selected to serve as the first 
and the only African American 
member at the time. He was 
reselected in 1969 and became 
the first African American 
chair of a public School Board 
in Virginia in 1971, serv-
ing until 1972. The crowning 
achievement of his time on the 
board was the unification of 
Alexandria’s high schools with 
the opening of T.C. Williams 
High School, now Alexandria 
City High School. 

Day’s public service didn’t 
end there though. In 1985, he 
was chosen by the Virginia 
Secretary of Education to 

advise on the next steps in 
desegregating higher educa-
tion in the Commonwealth. 
In 2007, it surprised almost no 
one that Alexandrians chose 
Day for the inaugural class of 
Alexandria Living Legends.

Although he died in 2015, 
Day’s legacy in Alexandria 
continues. Today, students 
of all backgrounds receive 
a public education in Alex-
andria that wasn’t available 
to him as a student. In 2018, 
Alexandria named its newest 
public elementary school after 
its own civil rights pioneer. 
Day’s daughter Gwendolyn 
Day-Fuller is very much a pillar 
in the Alexandria community 
today.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

the Torpedo Factory – that’s 
most perplexing. Almost half, 
40%, are to be replaced, mostly 
by revenue-generating spaces 
such as restaurants and retail; 
the remainder, mostly moved 
upstairs. New art forms will be 
brought in, begging the ques-
tion: Why not accommodate 
them in the present studios?

Alexandria’s real treasure 
is that the Torpedo Factory 

houses the largest number of 
publicly accessible working 
artist studios in America. It’s 
why the Torpedo Factory is 
already our region’s “go-to” 
artist residency to find the 
“piece” that serves one’s 
expressive need. Our family 
has found just that on numer-
ous occasions. One was when 
a Torpedo Factory’s resident 
artist created the perfect 
replica of our daughter’s 
beloved, aging dog, Belle, for 

her birthday.
Another time, when 

trying to replicate a set of 
vintage wine glasses that 
had broken, we spent days 
searching in person and on 
the internet to find some-
one who could copy the fine 
engraving of the remain-
ing glass. None could do it, 
but someone told us there 
were two artists in Amer-
ica who could, and one was 
at the Torpedo Factory. The 

artist’s mesmerizing home-
blown engraved glassware 
confirmed that fact.

The worth of maintaining 
the character of this historic 
defense building with all its 
artists is best summarized by 
Winston Churchill when he 
was asked to cut the cultural 
budget in 1941 in favor of the 
war effort. He replied: “Then 
what are we fighting for?”

-Joe Sestak,
Alexandria
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This Week  
How do you feel about the city manager's 
proposed FY2023 budget?
A) I support it as it is currently proposed.

B) I think there should be further increases to employee 

compensation.

C) I think there should be a tax rate decrease.

D) I think there should be a tax rate increase. 

E) I'm not sure.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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MARCH 6

OUTLANDISH TOUR AT THE 
APOTHECARY MUSEUM 
Celebrate the season six 
premiere of Diana Gabaldon’s 
Outlander series with an 
Outlandish Tour of the 
Apothecary Museum. Attendees 
will learn about some of the 
herbal medicines featured 
in the series and the role of 
apothecaries and women in 
medicine in the 18th century. The 
tour is recommended for ages 18 
and up. Tickets are $15. 
Time: 11 a.m. to noon 
Location: 105 S. Fairfax St. 
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=38647 

MARCH 11

AID WORKERS & ALLIES IN 
CIVIL WAR ALEXANDRIA Local 
writer Paula Whitacre hosts a 
talk about two women, Julia 
Wilbur and Harriet Jacobs, from 
very different backgrounds 
who worked together to meet 
the needs of African American 
refugees from slavery and 
injured Union soldiers in wartime 
Alexandria. Advanced registration 
is required. Tickets cost $5 per 
person.  
Time: 6 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/julia-wilbur-
harriet-jacobs-aid-workers-
allies-in-civil-war-alexandria-
tickets-239315076837 

MARCH 12

BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD 
CIVIL WAR WALKING TOUR 
Learn the stories of soldiers, 
citizens and self-liberated 
African Americans in Civil War 
Alexandria. This tour covers 
the military occupation, the 
conversion of public and private 
buildings into hospitals and 
emancipation. The tour is limited 
to 10 participants and lasts 
about an hour and a half. 
Time: 9 to 11 a.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/beyond-
the-battlefield-a-civil-war-
walking-tour-of-alexandria-
tickets-241228199037
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CALENDAR Obituary

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
PUBLIC HEARING

Monday, March 14, 2022 - 7:00 PM
Council Chambers, City Hall
301 King Street, Room 2400
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Information about this item may 
be obtained from the Department 
of Planning & Zoning, 301 King 

Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, telephone: 703-
746-4666 or on the City’s website at 
www.alexandriava.gov/dockets

If it is determined to not be safe 
enough to meet in person due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic emergency, 
this Public Hearing will be held 
electronically. If held electronically, 
this Public Hearing is being held 
pursuant to Virginia Code Section 
2.2-3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity 
of Government ordinance adopted 
by the City Council on June 20, 

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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%

%
OFF
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
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BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions.   

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

James “Jim” Desmond 
Anderson, 88, of Alexandria 
and Chestertown, Maryland, 
died peacefully at home 
surrounded by family on 
Feb. 4, 2022. He is survived 
by his wife Winifred Guthrie 
Anderson. They shared 67 
years of marriage.  

Born in Christiansburg, 
Virginia on February 9, 
1933, he was the only son of 
Sarah Margaret Harden and 
Walter Willard Anderson.  
Jim was a proud graduate 
of Evanston Township High 
School in Evanston, Il. in 
1951 and received a Naval 
ROTC scholarship to join 
the Northwestern Univer-
sity Class of 1955. Upon 
graduation from North-
western, Jim served in the 
United States Marine Corps 
before entering the Virginia 
Theological Seminary in 
Alexandria.  Following Sem-
inary, he served parishes in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, Palm 
Beach, Florida, and Arling-
ton, Virginia before joining 
the clergy of the Washing-
ton National Cathedral.  He 
served as Assistant for Par-
ish Development to Bishops 
Creighton and Walker.

Prior to his retirement, 
he worked on the devel-
opment of the Cathedral 
College of the Laity. In 
addition, he consulted with 
the leadership of congrega-
tions in the Diocese of Del-
aware. At the time the Rt. 
Rev. Cabell Tennis served 
as the bishop of Delaware. 

A voracious reader and 
scholar, Jim authored sev-
eral books on revitalizing 
local churches and received 
an Honorary Doctorate of 
Divinity from the Virginia 
Theological Seminary in 
1997.

In addition to his 
wife, he is survived by his 
son Walter, of Staunton, 
Virginia, son Mark and 
his wife Cynthia (Lyons), 
of Alexandria, and son 
Kent and his wife Kathja 
(Pieper) of Columbus, 
Indiana; six grandsons, two 
granddaughters and four 
great-grandsons.  He is 
predeceased by his daugh-
ter-in-law, Walter’s wife 
Catherine (Cunningham).

He was a member of 
St. Paul’s Church in Rock 
Hall, Maryland and spent 
many years of his retire-
ment working closely with 
St. Martin’s Ministries in 
Ridgely, Maryland.  Jim 
enjoyed his life on the 
Chesapeake Bay, sailing, 
reading, spending time with 
his ever-growing family and 
watching many sunsets.

The memorial service 
and burial will be family 
only. In lieu of flowers, gifts 
may be made in his honor 
to the Winifred Guthrie 
Anderson Early Childhood 
Scholarship Fund at Evan-
ston Township High School 
online at supporteths.org or 
by mail to the ETHS Foun-
dation, 1600 Dodge Ave., 
Evanston Illinois 60201.

James D. Anderson
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Classifieds
2020, to undertake essential 
business and members of the public 
bodies and staff will be participating 
from remote locations through a 
Zoom Webinar. Electronic access 
will be provided whether the 
Hearing is in person or electronic. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals Public 
Hearing can be accessed by the 
public through the live broadcast 
on the government Channel 70 and 
streaming on the City's website. 
Electronic participation is also 
available via Zoom by registering to 
attend the Hearing via the following 
registration links:

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_TqCTXsIATHejYoGVv_Oxfg

*** The Webinar will open at 6:30 
p.m. to allow individuals to join. 
The Board of Zoning Appeals 
Public Hearing will begin at 
approximately 7:00 p.m. ***

Zoom Audio Conference: 
Dial: 301-715-8592 
Webinar ID: 934 0209 7827 
Password: 708679 

Public comments will be received at 
the Public Hearing. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Owen Albrecht at owen.albrecht@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments on the day of the Public 
Hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov
or 703-746-3810, Virginia Relay 711.

BZA #2021-00017
703 & 707 South View Terrace
Public Hearing and consideration of 
a request for a Variance to construct 
a single-family dwelling outside the 
required front yard setbacks; zoned: 
R-8/Single-Family Residential.
Applicants: John Herrman and 
Katharine Norton
(Deferred from the February 14, 
2022 meeting.)

BZA #2022-00002
1309 Oakcrest Drive
Public Hearing and consideration of 
a request for a Special Exception to 
construct a second-story addition in 
the required side yard; zoned: R-8/
Single-Family Residential. 

Applicant: Karen Conkey, Architect

BZA #2022-00003
1216 Prince Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Variance from lot 
area and lot frontage, and required 
front and side yard setbacks to 
allow the reversion to a single-
family residential use; zoned: CL/
Commercial Low.
Applicant: Elizabeth A. Vazquez

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review

NOTICING COMMITTEE 
MEETING

February 28, 2022

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the February 28, 2022 
meeting of the Board of Archi-
tectural Review (BAR) Noticing 
Committee Meeting is being held 
electronically pursuant to Vir-
ginia Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)
(3), the Continuity of Govern-
ment ordinance adopted by the 
City Council on June 20, 2020 or 
Sections 4-0.01(g) in HB29 and 
HB30, enacted by the 2020 Virginia 
General Assembly (Virginia Acts 
of Assembly Ch. 1283 and 1289), 
to undertake essential business. 
BAR board members and staff are 
participating from remote locations 
through Zoom Webinar. This 
meeting is being held electronically, 
unless a determination is made that 
it is safe enough for the meeting to 
be held in person in the Sister Cities 
Conference Room at 301 King 
Street, Room 1101, Alexandria, VA. 
Electronic access will be provided in 
either event. The meeting can be ac-
cessed by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below). The City of 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review (BAR) Noticing Committee 
will hold a meeting on the date and 
time listed below to discuss meeting 
noticing procedures. This meeting is 
open to the public.

DATE: Monday, February 28, 2022
TIME: 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM
LOCATION: Virtual through 
Zoom Webinar  

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_

QvJoQQ6eTk-IoK342SR3lg 

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 967 0372 5945
Password: 038350

For further information, contact the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703-746-4666.

For reasonable disability accommo-
dation, contact Jackie Cato at Jackie.
Cato@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-
3808, Virginia Relay 711.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the March 2, 2022 
Public Hearing of the Board of 
Architectural Review (BAR) is 
being held electronically pursuant 
to Virginia Code Section 2.2 
3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
to undertake essential business. All 
of the members of the public body 
and staff are participating from 
remote locations through Zoom 
Webinar. This Public Hearing is 
being held electronically, unless a 
determination is made that it is safe 
enough for the Public Hearing to be 
held in person in the City Council 
Chamber at 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA. Electronic access 
will be provided in either event. 
The Public Hearing can be accessed 
by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
u3y0Cq9uQTuM0m1ECHDYIg 

*The Board of Architectural Review 
Public Hearing will start at 7:00 
p.m., while the Zoom Webinar will 
become available to join at 6:30 
p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 976 1437 1799

Password: 881631

Public comments will be received 
at the Public Hearing.   The public 
may submit comments in advance 
to Lia Niebauer at lia.niebauer@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments on the day of the Public 
Hearing.  

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov
or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 
711.

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2022-00022 OHAD
Request for antennas at 105 North 
Union Street.
Applicant: Network Building and 
Consulting

BAR #2021-00329 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 105 North Alfred 
Street.
Applicants: Bruce and Thelma 
MacGregor

BAR #2021-00324 OHAD
Request for addition and 
alterations at 105 North Alfred 
Street.
Applicants: Bruce and Thelma 
MacGregor

MILITARY ITEMS WANTED
Patches, Flight Jackets, Medals, 
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia etc. 
Call Dan at 202-841-3062

BUSINESS CLOSING
Announcing the closing of Vibrant 
Life Center formerly known as 
Upper Cervical Chiropractic 
Group, PLLC at 3313 Duke Street 
in Alexandria, VA on Saturday 
April 30th, 2022. Please contact the 
office at 703-823-3704 or contact@
vibrantlifecenter.mobi for more 
information.

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
potential candidates. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net
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SHOP AND SUPPORT DAY AT SARA CAMPBELL
“The weather may have been rainy and damp but spirits were bright at the Sara Campbell boutique on Thursday, February 3rd.  
Lisa Groover, McEnearney Associates Realtors, sponsored an all day “Shop and Support” event at Sara Campbell, offering first 
picks on deeply discounted warehouse deals and 10% off full price items. A donation of 10% of event proceeds went to the Board 
of Lady Managers, a historic founder and fundraiser for Inova Alexandria Hospital. Shoppers enjoyed “sips & bites” while modeling 
fashion ensembles for family and friends. To further enliven the event, a raffle provided guests the opportunity to win a $100 Sara 
Campbell gift certificate. The Board of Lady Managers would like to extend heartfelt thanks to Lisa Groover and Sara Campbell 
for their generosity and hospitality in sponsoring and hosting this event.” ~ Mary Ryan, President of The Board of Lady Managers

Wondering how you can make a difference in Alexandria?
Start by thinking about your passions…then support a nonprofit organization that complements your values. Feel free to contact 
me for suggestions…I am happy to help!

Lisa Groover
REALTOR® | $15 MILLION + IN 2021

NVAR Platinum Top Producer  | Licensed in VA
m 703.919.4426 | LGroover@McEnearney.com | LisaGroover.com
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Give where you Live. 
L IVE  WHERE YOU LOVE. 


