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City plans Alabama pil-
grimage to honor lynch-
ing victims 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

City of Alexandria offi-
cials are currently planning a 
trip, tentatively scheduled for 
October 2022, to Montgom-
ery, Alabama to honor two 
victims who were lynched in 
Old Town. 

The trip is in tandem with 

the Equal Justice Initiative, 
which opened the National 
Memorial for Peace and Justice 
in April 2018 to remember 
the legacy of enslaved Black 
people and their descendants 
who experienced racial terror 
hate crimes and institution-
alized discrimination such as 
lynching, racial segregration 
and Jim Crow laws. 

According to EJI, the 
memorial was created in 

hopes of creating a “sober, 
meaningful” site where 
people can gather and reflect 
on America’s history of racial 
inequality. Set on a six-acre 
site and filled with sculpture, 
art and design, the memorial 
square includes 800 six-foot 
tall monuments to symbol-
ize thousands of racial terror 
lynchings across the United 

A southward journey
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 PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
Joseph McCoy was killed by a lynch mob on April 23, 1897 at the corner of Lee and Cameron streets.

Bondsman convicted, 
awaits sentencing
Man Nguyen 
convicted for 
contempt of court
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Man Nguyen, the bail 
bondsman involved in the 
Karla Dominguez murder 
case, was convicted for 
contempt of court on Jan. 26 
in Alexandria Circuit Court. 

As defined by the Code 
of Virginia, Nguyen was 
convicted for “exhibiting 
disobedience or resistance of 
an officer of the court, juror, 
witness or other person to 
any lawful process, judgment, 
decree or order of the court.”

Specifically, the court 
found that Nguyen violated 
the recognizance he signed 
mandating that Ibra-
him Bouaichi stay at his 
parents’ home in Green-
belt, Maryland while await-
ing trial for allegedly raping 
Dominguez.

Nguyen, a then surety 
bondsman with the Virginia 
Department of Criminal 
Justice Services who posted 
the $25,000 to release Bouai-
chi, went on to employ Bouai-
chi at his kiosk in the Arundel 
Mills Mall, spent time with 
Bouaichi at a local park and 
asked him to watch his dogs 
while away for the weekend. 
While Bouaichi was out on 
bond, Nguyen gave Bouaichi 
the keys to his vehicle and 

home, inside of which was a 
bag of unlocked handguns. 
Bouaichi later drove Nguy-
en’s vehicle to Dominguez’ 
apartment and allegedly 
fatally shot her. 

Alexandria Magistrate 
Elizabeth Fuller, whose 
office issues arrest warrants 
and holds bail hearings, told 
the Times in an October 
2021 interview that Nguyen 
came to work after Domin-
guez’ murder boasting about 
the fact that Bouaichi had 
used his gun and vehicle. 
Fuller subsequently filed a 
complaint with the Virginia 
Department of Criminal 
Justice Services, even though 
she said her supervisor 
advised her not to. 

DCJS opened an inves-
tigation and held an Infor-
mal Fact Finding Conference 
which resulted in the revoca-
tion of Nguyen’s bail bonds-
man license in September 
2020. Fuller was later fired 
for speaking with the Times 
about her decision to file the 
complaint. 

Because Nguyen was 
convicted of indirect 
contempt of court, meaning 
he violated orders outside the 
courtroom, he faces a misde-
meanor offense and there-
fore a potentially harsher 
sentence than he would if he 

SEE BONDSMAN | 3
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ACTIVE

COMING SOON UNDER CONTRACT

ACTIVE

1107 N. Pitt Street Unit 2C, Alexandria, VA 22314 
2 BD | 1 BA | $475,000

Listed by The Rivkin Group

818 W Taylor Run Parkway Alexandria VA 22314 
5 BD | 4.5 BA | $1,885,000

Listed by Pia Taylor

423 Laverne Avenue, Alexandria VA 22305 
3 BD | 2 BA | $620,000

Listed by Homes of Alexandria Team

1033 Pendleton Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
3 BD | 3.5 BA | $1,259,900

Listed by The Goodhart Group

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com
daniela.spigai@compass.com

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

Winter might 
be cold, but the 
market is still hot. 

Check out a few of our latest listings and 
sales in Alexandria. Thinking of making 
a move in 2022? Reach out to one of our 
Alexandria experts for an inside look at how 
the market is moving in your neighborhood.

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152co
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With demolition of the 
long vacant Landmark Mall 
set to start this spring ahead 
of its eventual redevelopment, 
the site is getting a new name: 
West End Alexandria.

Foulger-Pratt, the devel-
oper behind the project, 
announced the new name of 
the site on Tuesday, stating its 
intent to integrate the site into 
the existing West End neigh-
borhood.

“West End will not be a 

new community, but rather 
an infrastructure to enable 
the existing community 
to thrive,” Cameron Pratt, 
managing partner and CEO 
of Foulger-Pratt,said  in a 
statement. “West End Alex-
andria will represent the 
best in what community can 
offer —a welcoming, invit-
ing, inclusive space for busi-
ness, medical care, residential 
opportunities as well as shop-
ping and dining.”

City Council approved 
agreements for redevelopment 
of the site with Foulger-Pratt, 
Howard Hughes Corporation 
and Seritage Growth Proper-
ties in December 2021. Plans 
for the site include a new, 
expanded Inova Alexandria 
Hospital, which will relocate 
from Seminary Road, as well 
as residential, retail and enter-
tainment spaces, a new fire 
station and a transit hub.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

had been convicted of direct 
contempt of court.

According to the Common-

wealth’s Attorney’s motion, 
Nguyen’s actions “constituted 
the knowing and willful viola-
tion of several of the provisions 
contained in the court order 

and recognizance.”
Nguyen is currently out on 

bail. His sentencing hearing is 
scheduled for March 31.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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City receives $45K grant for 
near miss app

The National Capital 
Region Transportation and 
Planning Board provided a 
$45,000 grant to the city to 
improve NoVA Families for 
Safe Streets’ near miss data 
collection app, according to a 
news release.

NoVA FSS’ Near Miss Data 
Collection Survey allows 
pedestrians and bicyclists 
to report near miss collision 
incidents with drivers and 

note “dangerous locations.” 
The goal is to provide infor-
mation for pedestrians and 
bicyclists so that they can 
navigate the city more safely, 
according to the release.

The grant will provide 
consultant and other tech-
nical services to expand 
the capabilities of the app 
through an advanced analyt-
ical tool that correlates data 
between the state’s crash data 

and NoVA FSS’ data. It will 
also allow for the creation of 
a mobile version of the near 
miss data collection survey 
and translation of the survey 
into multiple languages.

The TPB will work with 
t he  A le x a nd r ia  Pol ice 
Department and NoVA FSS 
to select the consulting firm 
that will ultimately execute 
the project.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Landmark Mall site gets new name

 PHOTO/FOULGER-PRATT
The proposed redevelopment of the Landmark Mall site will be anchored by Inova Alexandria Hospital's 
upgraded facility.
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Tickets on sale now!

Adult: $20-$85 Student: $15 Youth: $5

(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

FEB
Rachmaninov
Rhapsody

Saturday, Feb 12, 2022 ● 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Feb 13, 2022 ● 3:00 p.m.

Featuring:

Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini

George Walker’s Lyric for Strings

Sibelius’ epic tone poem, Finlandia

- Dark Glow
with Sara Daneshpour, piano

 2021-2022 Season
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Alexandria celebrates Black 
History Month

As part of Black History 
Month, the city will be host-
ing events throughout Febru-
ary aimed at educating the 
community about the history, 
achievements and contribu-
tions of current and former 
local Black residents.

Events will include virtual 
storytelling sessions for chil-
dren and adults alike; lectures; 
concerts, including the Wash-
ington Revels, and online tours. 

The city is highlighting 
two lectures in particular. On 
Feb. 8 from 4 to 5 p.m., Trey 
Walk and Cyan Blackwell from 

the Equal Justice initiative will 
provide updates on their work 
with the Alexandria Commu-
nity Remembrance Project, 
an effort to spread awareness 
about two lynchings that took 
place in the city. For more 
information, read the page 1 
story, “A southward journey.”

In “Race Riots,” historian 
Susan Strasser will trace the 
history of the titular term and 
how racially charged violence 
“has framed American discus-
sions of race throughout the 
nation’s history,” according 
to a city news release. This 

lecture will take place on Feb. 
12 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Manumission Tour Company, 
which provides guided tours of 
Alexandria’s Black history led 
by Councilor John Chapman, 
will kick off the month with a 
virtual “Freedom’s Fight Tour” 
today from 5 to 7 p.m. Register 
at https://alexlibraryva.org/
event/6056490. 

To learn more about the 
founder of Virginia’s Black 
History Month, read Out of 
the Attic on page 20 of this 
week’s Alexandria Times.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

The Old Town Shop finds new home
The Old Town Shop, 

purveyor of all things Alexan-
dria and Virginia, has moved 
to a new location – right across 
the street.

After five years of being 
located at 105 S. Union St., 

owner Valerie Ianieri opened 
her shop at 104 S. Union St., 
Old Town Books’ former loca-
tion, on Monday. The build-
ing’s owner sold the site, 
forcing Ianieri to search for a 
new location. The 600-square 

foot space is smaller than 
Ianieri’s former location, and 
Ianieri told Alexandria Living 
Magazine that she hopes to 
consolidate her products and 
revamp her online store.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

ALIVE! to open 
two new food 
distribution centers

The local nonprofit 
ALIVE! is set to open two 
new food distribution 
centers this spring for resi-
dents in the West End and 
Old Town North, according 
to reporting from ALXnow.

The exact locations 
of the new distribution 
centers have not yet been 
confirmed, but Jennifer 
Ayers, executive director 
of ALIVE!, told ALXnow 
that opening these kinds 
of “one-stop-hop” centers 
has been “something that 
the organization’s wanted 
to do for a while.”

Since the start of the 
pandemic, A LI V E! has 
prov ided mill ions of 

pounds of food to resi-
dents, and the organiza-
tion is currently giving 
aw ay about  150,0 0 0 
pounds of food per month, 
up from 30,000 pounds 
per month prior to the 
pandemic.

According to the orga-
nization’s website, the next 
set of distributions will 
be held on Saturday from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at Cora 
Kelly Elementary School, 
3600 Commonwealth Ave., 
Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College, 500 Dawes 
Ave., and the William 
Ramsay Recreation Center, 
5650 Sanger Ave.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Three high schoolers receive full scholarships
Three Alexandria City 

High School students – Nana 
Addo Offei, Mya Lopez and 
Sylvia Rahim – will receive 
full-ride scholarships as part 
of the Posse Foundation’s 
Posse Class of 2022 Scholar-

ship program, according to 
a news release from Alexan-
dria City Public Schools.

The Posse Foundation 
was established to create a 
more diverse pool of future 
leaders through scholar-

ships with partner institu-
tions. Offei and Lopez will 
go on to pursue degrees at 
Sewanee University, while 
Rahim will study at Univer-
sity of Virginia. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/ACPS
From left to right: Nana Addo Offei, Mya Lopez and Sylvia Rahim.
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Share the Love!
Monday, Feb. 7 – Monday, Feb. 14 • 915 King St, Alexandria • 703-684-1435

Buy One, Get One

Storewide
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OFF
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Nancy Perkins

+1 703 402 5599

Nancy.Perkins@SothebysRealty.com

Watch My Film: NancyPerkins.ttrsir.com

Old Town Brokerage 400 South Washington Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314  |  +1 703 310 6800

©2021 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Perched high on a hill and nestled in the woods, this spectacular Hollin Hills home has been impeccably 

renovated and expanded in keeping with its Mid-Century Modern heritage. Embrace your love of nature 

among the walls of glass, massive stone fireplaces, soaring cathedral ceilings, and multiple decks and 

terraces. This beautifully renovated home boasts an exquisite Bulthaup kitchen with Miele appliances. The 

generously proportioned primary suite offers a luxurious spa-like bathroom with a freestanding tub, glass 

shower, and private woodland views. A stunning living room, dining room, family room, home office, plus 

two more bedrooms complete the space. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Hollin Hills is an 

innovative Mid-Century Modern neighborhood designed by noted architect Charles Goodman and developer 

Robert Davenport. 

Live in a Glass Treehouse
2320 Kimbro Street, Alexandria, VA 22307
3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 3015 SF
$1,175,000
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American Library 
Association recognizes 
local librarian
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Laurel Taylor has always 
enjoyed getting lost in the 
library. 

An avid reader from an 
early age, Taylor would escape 
into the pages of Beverly 
Cleary’s “Ramona Quimby” 
series and spend hours in 
her local library. The arrival 
of the bookmobile was like 
Christmas morning, and the 
two older women who drove 
the portable literary treasure 
trove were like Santa Claus. 
The reason Taylor learned how 
to write her name was because 
these women promised her a 
library card.

“Books were just my life as 
a kid. I used to play library. … 
I got a worker’s permit when I 
turned 15 so I could work at my 
local public library. I just loved 
it,” Taylor said. “Books were 
kind of my safe haven.”

Now, as an Alexandria City 
High School librarian, Taylor 
spends all day getting lost 
among the bookshelves, shep-
herding students through the 
more than 17,000 books in 
hopes of helping spark in them 
the same passion for read-

ing that she had as a young 
student. 

Taylor was recently cele-
brated for her work in Alex-
andria: She was named as 
one of two librarians spon-
sored by the American Asso-
ciation of School Librarians in 
the American Library Associa-
tion’s 2022 Emerging Leaders. 
The program aims to connect 
librarians from around the 
country by placing them into 
problem-solving workgroups 
and giving them the opportu-
nity to assume more leadership.

Although Taylor only 
became a librarian in 2019 
after receiving her master’s 
from Old Dominion Univer-
sity’s online library program, 
she was already deeply famil-
iar with ACHS. Prior to step-
ping into the library, Taylor 
worked as an English teacher 
at T.C. Williams High School, 
the former name of ACHS, for 
a decade. Although Taylor said 
she enjoyed classroom teach-
ing, she realized that moving 
into the library would allow 
her to potentially impart the 
importance of reading, criti-
cal analysis and media liter-
acy to the entirety of the ACHS 
student body, not just her class.

Matthew Zahn, an ACHS 
English teacher and former 
chair of the English depart-
ment, said that even as a 
teacher Taylor had shown a gift 
for moving beyond the canon 
to find works that appealed to 
students’ modern tastes.

“She really had her finger 
on the pulse of new texts 
about writing and new texts 
about reading and things 
that were written through a 
really student-friendly lens 
as well,” Zahn said. “A lot of 
the things that she estab-
lished in her classroom were 
different books and texts that 
really became foundational for 
different people in our depart-
ment.”

That student-centric 
approach has made its way into 

Taylor’s work in the library 
and allowed the library to 
stay up to date with students’ 
needs and interests, according 
to Beth Ebenstein Mulch, an 
11-year ACHS librarian. 

“It’s one thing for us to say, 
‘Read this book. This book is 
great.’ It’s another thing to 
help students understand how 
to decide for themselves what 
they might enjoy reading and 
be able to navigate the collec-
tion and find those materials,” 
Ebenstein Mulch said.

When it comes to students 
who admit they don’t enjoy 
reading, Taylor said she has 
only one response: challenge 
accepted.

“One of the challenges of 
being a librarian but one of the 
beauties of being a librarian 
is that you serve everyone,” 
Taylor said. “So, everyone who 
walks in the door, regardless of 
how much they do or do not like 
books, no matter how much of 
a bad experience they’ve had 
in the library in the past or 
good experience, you’re there 
for them and you’re trying to 
let them know that this space 
is for them.”

Taylor’s experience in 
ACHS made for an easy tran-
sition – all of the relationships 
and connections she needed 
were already in place and she 
could hit the ground running. 
Taylor said she has fully 
embraced what has amounted 
to a dream role, but she said 
her classroom experience 
still comes in handy, as she 
not only leads workshops and 
instructional programming 
but collaborates with teachers 
on their curriculum.

“I know that pressure of 
building a lesson and having 
it connect to the standards, 
and I can think about pacing 
and what that might look 
like,” Taylor said. “I think it’s 
been really good to have that 
teaching background specifi-
cally in this building because 
then I know the rhythms of 

the school year for a classroom 
teacher, which then allows 
[for] some interesting collabo-
ration between the staff here.”

Some of that collaboration 
has required Taylor and her 
team, which includes Eben-
stein Mulch and library assis-
tant Lindsay Hall, to think 

outside the box and find new 
and interesting ways to get 
students engaged in what-
ever topic a teacher is trying to 
cover. 

Taylor routinely finds 
inspiration for collaborative 

SEE LIBRARIAN | 7

 PHOTO/ACPS
Laurel Taylor became a librarian at Alexandria City High School in 2019 
after working in the school as an English teacher for about a decade.

ACPS’ resident bookworm

 PHOTO/LAUREL TAYLOR
Laurel Taylor said she has always been an avid reader and found 
books to be a safe haven.

FONTAINE

This Valentine’s Day, 
enjoy our:

Lunch 
or

Dinner

Complimentary Glass  
of Champagne 

Check out the menu  
on our website.

R.S.V.P 
703-535-8151

119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com
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lessons and potential guest 
speakers from social media 
and online spaces where 
she knows her students are 
active. The library team also 
often organizes events called 
“book feasts” where they pull 
together a “tasting” of books 
for a single class that are all 
built around a single theme. 
When a sociology teacher 
wanted their students to read 
a fiction or nonfiction book 
about race and its impact on 
peoples’ lived experiences, 
Taylor, Ebenstein Mulch 
and Hall were quick to pull 
together a set of young adult 
literature that tackled that 
theme head on.

During the last two years, 
Taylor has also started to 
increase her focus on media 
and news literacy, and the abil-
ity to assess the reliability of 
information and sources. 

“In many cases, students 
are more adept than many 

teachers at knowing where 
to find information, and they 
are significantly less adept at 
determining the credibility of 
that information,” Zahn said.

Taylor has collaborated 
with science teachers to run 
workshops where students 
have to analyze two news or 
academic articles on a single 
topic: one that they would 
recommend people read and 
another they would tell people 
to pass on.

Another media liter-
acy exercise allowed Taylor 
to collaborate with a history 
teacher on an exercise that 
tasked students studying the 
Revolutionary War by compar-
ing an article from a British 
newspaper from the time with 
a letter written by an Amer-
ican colonist. Students then 
did the same sort of compar-
ison with two articles written 
from different perspectives 
about the American with-

LIBRARIAN FROM | 6

 PHOTO/LAUREL TAYLOR
Left to right: Librarian Beth Ebenstein Mulch, library assistant Lindsay Hall and Laurel Taylor.

SEE LIBRARIAN | 10

INSURANCE SINCE 1946

INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR 
HISTORICAL HOMES
Protection. Security. Financial peace of mind.

The right insurance protection makes all the difference. When  
was the last time you reviewed your homeowners insurance policy?

All insurance companies and all policies are not the same. At  
claim time you will want an insurance company that specializes  

in insurance for historic homes. 

Call Dawn Meadows 
(703) 683-6601 or (800) 822-9596

dmeadows@clarkeandsampson.com
www.clarkeandsampson.com

PROTECT THE HISTORY YOU OWN

228 South Washington Street | Suite 200 | Alexandria, Virginia  22314-5404

CS_Protect Hist_AlexTimes2022.indd   1 1/24/22   2:39 PM
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States, each engraved with the 
names of the victims. Every 
county in which EJI confirmed 
a lynching occurred has one 
pillar in the memorial and a 
second to bring back to the 
area, which city officials plan 
to do after the pilgrimage. 

The upcoming trip follows 
City Council’s decision in 
2019 to approve the erection 
of two monuments in the city 
honoring Joseph McCoy and 
Benjamin Thomas, two Black 
Alexandria teenagers who 
were lynched in the late 1890s. 

McCoy was arrested for 
allegedly assaulting two young 
white girls. On April 23, 1897 

a lynch mob broke into the 
jail where he was being held 
and lynched McCoy on the 
corner of Lee and Cameron 
streets. Thomas 
was arrested 
for allegedly 
attempting to 
assault a young 
white neighbor. 
On Aug. 8, 1899, 
a lynch mob 
broke into his 
jail cell, threw 
a rope around 
his neck and 
dragged him 
half a mile to the corner of King 
and Fairfax streets, where he 
was murdered. 

In an interview, Coun-

cilor John Chapman recalled 
the decision-making process 
that went into the approval of 
the monuments. According to 

Chapman, several 
members on coun-
cil had recently 
heard about both 
EJI and neigh-
boring Virginia 
jurisdictions that 
were looking to 
par t icipate in 
the program and 
bring home their 
pillars from Mont-
gomery. 

“We thought it would be 
a good way to start to have 
some discussions about some 
of the harder topics of history 
in Alexandria,” Chapman said. 

So, the city began a public 
process to engage community 
members, organize specific 
subcommittees and plan an 

Alabama trip to secure the 
pillars and place them some-
where in Old Town.

Council’s approval was the 
result of mounting pressure 
from community members 
calling on the city to more 
actively reckon with its 
history.

Adrienne Fikes, a 20-year 
resident and longtime advo-
cate of restorative justice 
implementation in Alex-
andria, was one of those 
community members. Fikes 
remembers urging council 
members to participate in the 
program early on. Addition-
ally, Fikes hosted a gather-
ing on the corner of King and 
Fairfax streets on Aug. 8, 2019 
to commemorate the life of 
Thomas, who was killed 120 
years prior.

Fikes said she approached 
the city to ask if there were 

plans to commemorate the 
event. When she found out 
there were not, within two 
weeks she organized a small 
gathering with music, prayers, 
libations and a reading of old 
newspaper clippings recount-
ing what had happened. 

“We said, ‘If we’re the only 
ones going to be here, we’ll be 
the only ones being here, but 
it’s significant and something 
needs to happen,’” Fikes said. 
“I didn’t know what was going 
to happen, standing out there 
doing that, but I knew it had 
to be done. So, we stood out 
there, my little sticker board 
was falling apart while we 
were there, and it was a beau-
tiful moment.”

Fikes’ impetus for the 
commemoration stemmed in 
part from her own personal 

EJI FROM | 1

 PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
A white mob dragged Benjamin Thomas half a mile from the city jail to the corner of King and Fairfax 
streets on Aug. 8, 1899, where they then lynched him. 
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JOHN CHAPMAN

~ Little Darling ~
We have the sweetest little hippo who is a sta� 

favorite, 6-year-old Allie is the entire puppy 
package. �is 50 pound terrier mix is cool & 
calm and has the  happiest tail in the state. 

Allie is relaxed when lounging in sta� o�ces during 
the day but she turns on the charm - and the  wiggles 
- when it's time for walks. Allie would be a great �t for 

all kinds of homes, and she can't wait to  meet you.

  Meet Allie!  
Visit AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774 
THANK YOU

Diann
Carlson 

703.628.2440
diann.carlson@gmail.com

Weichert Realtors

"Because everyone deserves a home."
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connection to the commu nity. 
“As an African Ameri-

can, as a person who knows 
I descend from both free and 
enslaved Africans, I can call 
out the names of my ancestors 
who were alive when Joseph 
McCoy and Benjamin Thomas 
were being lynched here in the 
City of Alexandria. It’s very 
personal, but it’s also a very 
collective experience for me,” 
Fikes said.

She added that the racial 
terror hate crimes that 
occurred in the 1890s were not 
so long ago and created ripple 
effects that continue to affect 
residents today. 

“It is recent history. It is 
immediate history. If you talk 
about the genetic impact of 
trauma, we know that trauma 
has a collective impact. We 
know that when someone gets 
shot by the police, there’s a 
negative impact on the entire 
community,” Fikes said. 

This resident-galvanized 
event was one of many that 
both sparked conversations 
on racial justice in the city 
and shed light on the Old 
Town lynchings. The upcom-
ing Montgomery pilgrim-
age, which Chapman called 
a “culminating event,” is the 
outcome of many commu-
nity members, preservation-
ists and historians coming 
forward and pushing for the 
preservation of African Amer-
ican history.  

A fourth-generation Alex-
andria resident and owner of 
Manumission Tour Company, 
which aims to tell the story 
of Alexandria’s Black history 
through guided tours, Chap-
man said that the trip is 
particularly meaningful for 
him. He speculated that the 
recent push to uncover and 
reckon with the city’s past is 
due to the fact that much of it 
can be tangibly found. 

“There’s a recognition, 
just in general, not just in our 
city, not just in our region 
but across the country, that 

history has to be told. It’s no 
longer okay to hide stories 
because they don’t make 
somebody look good or make 
somebody feel good,” Chap-
man said. “It’s about bring-
ing out these stories so that 
we fully understand what 
happened and how we [got] to 
where we are, and from a poli-
cymaker standpoint I think 
that’s really interesting and 
key for us as a community.”

The Alexandria Commu-
nity Remembrance Proj-
ect, a citywide 
initiative estab-
lished in 2019 
that is dedi-
cated to educat-
ing Alexandria 
visitors and resi-
dents about the 
city’s history 
of racial terror 
hate crimes, is 
currently  work-
ing with EJI to 
plan out logistics for the Mont-
gomery pilgrimage. Audrey 
Davis, director of the Alexan-
dria Black History Museum, 
said that along with claim-
ing Alexandria’s pillar and 
bringing it back to install, the 
city will  collect soil from the 
lynching sites and personally 
deliver it to the Equal Justice 
Initiative. 

Davis said the pilgrimage 
will likely take place over the 
course of three to four days in 
October, unless the COVID-19 
pandemic forces a delay. The 
first day will include a tour 
of the National Memorial for 
Peace and Justice, where the 
group will formally deliver the 
collected soil for EJI to add to 
its collection. 

ACRP also plans to enlist 
a step-on guide who will lead 
daily discussion groups as 
well as a tour around the city. 
The hope is to conclude the 
stay with a farewell banquet, 
dozens of reading lists from 
each remembrance and a set of 
educational materials from EJI. 

The 13-hour bus ride each 
way will be filled with movies 
about civil rights and social 

justice to encourage conversa-
tions among participants and 
pack in as much education as 
possible. 

According to Davis, the cost 
of the trip is still up in the air, 
as are the approximately 100 
participant spots. The Office of 
Historic Alexandria is currently 
working on ways to offer 
discounts and subsidize travel 
expenses for participants. 
One idea is an essay contest 
for high school students, in 
which the winner earns a free 

spot on the trip. 
Davis and her 
boss, Gretchen 
Bulova, plan to 
make the trek 
down to Mont-
gomery at the 
end of this 
month to final-
ize many of 
these logistics 
and meet with 
EJI. 

“We really do feel like 
this is showing not only our 
commitment, but our contin-
ued commitment. So much 
has been done in the city 
to advance social justice, 
of course with the hiring of 
our first racial equity offi-
cer, with the work that we do 
in our museums, with infus-
ing diversity and inclusion 
into everything we do as city 
employees,” Davis said. “I 
think it’s a great statement. 
It’s one part of a bigger piece, 
it’s just one step to educating 
the public.”

The Montgomery trip is 
one palpable way for the city 
to demonstrate its commit-
ment to advancing social 
justice, but Fikes said there’s 
still a long way to go. As 
someone who helped spear-
head the movement for racial 
justice in Alexandria, Fikes 
said she’s excited about the 
educational opportunities the 
Montgomery trip will provide, 
but expressed concern that 
the city views the racial injus-
tice “as a historic event, not a 
current event.”

She advocated for conduct-

ing research into whether 
there are descendants of 
Thomas and McCoy, and if so, 
extending the opportunity 
to attend the trip and shape 
discussion surrounding the 
city’s reconciliation efforts. 

“I would like this to center 
the African American expe-
rience, and not in a gawking 
[way], but ‘What impact has 
this had on you? What impact 
has this had on your family?’”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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“There’s a recognition, just 
in general, not just in our city, 

not just in our region but across the 
country, that history has to be told. It’s 
no longer okay to hide stories because 
they don’t make somebody look good 
or make somebody feel good."

– John Chapman,
councilor
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drawal from Afghanistan.
“We did that to help them 

see that not only is history 
shaped by where you’re sitting 
while it’s happening, but our 
modern understandings of 
that are shaped by that too,” 

Taylor said.
With the advent of the 

internet and the vast amount 
of information available to 
modern students, the job of 
school librarians had evolved 
from the traditional model 
to serving as search engine 
maestros and media literacy 

gurus. According to Taylor, 
librarians are more important 
than ever before.

“When I was a kid, the 
librarian checked out your 
picture books to you in elemen-
tary school, and it was so fun 
and they were one of your 
favorite people in the building, 

but now it’s a lot more of the 
librarian preparing you for a 
world that is overwhelming in 
the amount of information you 
have access to,” Taylor said.

“We’re really realizing that 
our main job as librarians is 
not to give the kids a checklist 
of things to go through, but 
it’s really to teach them crit-
ical analyzing skills,” Taylor 
added. “How do you look at 
something and figure out that 
a lot of the language on that 
page is emotionally motivated 
and so it might not be that 
objective?”

After Taylor had been in 
the library for six months, the 
COVID-19 pandemic struck 
and public schools closed their 
doors. While everyone strug-
gled to adapt to a new way 
of life, Taylor said she and 
her team had to completely 
rethink their role and how to 
connect with students. Like 
the rest of the world, library 
staff hopped on Zoom and 
organized virtual classes and 
author visits.

They also launched a curb-
side pickup program for library 
books, which proved helpful 
but did not allow for the same 
level of service as a physical 
library.

“That was helpful, but it 
was hard because you’re just 
not seeing the same flow of 
students,” Taylor said. “… 

There was just that breakdown 
of casual readers coming into 
the library.”

“It’s tricky because we don’t 
have a set roster of students to 
build relationships with. So 
much of it is interacting with 
them in the library,” Eben-
stein Mulch said. “So, not only 
were we adapting our instruc-
tional lessons … but we also 
had to stretch and really get 
creative to figure out how do 
we still connect with students 
in terms of a library.”

Since ACPS moved back to 
full time in-person learning in 
fall 2021, circulation of library 
books has “skyrocketed,” 
according to Ebenstein Mulch.

Taylor’s acceptance into the 
Emerging Leaders Program is 
the culmination of her time as 
a librarian at ACHS. Taylor said 
she hopes to use the program 
as an opportunity to network 
with other librarians and share 
knowledge she has gleaned in 
Alexandria.

“I also know we’re really 
fortunate in Alexandria to 
have a lot of resources, a lot of 
access to things, a lot of access 
to each other, so I also feel an 
obligation to share,” Taylor 
said. “If I have the bandwidth 
professionally to be part of a 
larger community and help 
librarians as a whole, I want to 
do that.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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 PHOTO/LAUREL TAYLOR
Laurel Taylor and her two fellow librarians serve up book feasts to 
students that provide a sampling of books with a common theme.
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Cold weather calisthenics — for your pet
Use toys, games and 
training to keep your 
furry friends active 
during winter
BY GINA HARDTER

Cold weather doesn’t stop 
humans from getting exercise, 
and it doesn’t have to be a 
reason for inactivity in pets 
either. Here are some fun 
ideas for keeping pets of all 
kinds healthy and happy, even 
when winter weather is at its 
chilliest.

For all of these options, 
make sure the level of activity 

you are offering is appropriate 
for your pet’s age and health, 
and any treats incorporated 
are safe for them and fed as 
part of their vet-recommended 
caloric intake.

Toys, toys, toys
Toys can be a lot of fun, and 

they are also a great way to 
engage your pet in play. From 
playing fetch with your dog’s 
favorite squeaky toy to seeing 
how high your kitten can jump 
to reach the feather wand, toys 
are an enjoyable way to get 
your pet up and moving. 

Animals such as mice and 
hamsters who regularly live 
in enclosures have the oppor-
tunity to train for their own 
0.5K on running wheels. Just 
make sure they have a solid, 
not mesh, surface for safety. 
Even birds can get in on the 
game with enrichment items 
that hang from adjustable 
branches, encouraging them 
to stretch their wings and leap 
from perch to perch.

A pet obstacle course
Your pet may not be look-

ing to run a marathon, but give 

them the opportunity to jump, 
climb and dodge, and they are 
at their happiest. No matter 
what type of space you have, 
you can make a fun obstacle 
course for your pet to explore. 

Have your dog race around 
chairs and under tables or set 
up a field of toilet paper tubes 
through which your cat can 
navigate. Small mammals can 
dig their way through a blan-
ket barrier or even navigate a 
tiny cardboard maze. And, of 
course, a tasty treat  – or two 
or three – makes an excellent 
lure for your pet to traverse 

the obstacles you’ve put in 
their path.

Hide and treat
What’s more fun than a 

game of hide and seek in a 
nice, warm environment that 
ends with a delicious snack? 

Hide treats in different 
locations throughout the 
house or kennel and encourage 
your pet to sniff them out. Vary 
the difficulty of finding the 
treats by burying some under 
pillows or bedding and putting 
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Keep your pet active during the colder months with toys, obstacle courses and clicker training.
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others a bit higher than their 
sightline, maybe on a book-
shelf or on top of your guinea 
pig’s castle. Just make sure 
you remember where you hid 
all of the treats, or you might 
discover a stinky surprise on 
your next cleaning day.

Entertain their brains
Pets want to keep their 

brains as busy as their bodies. 
Low-impact activities like 
puzzle feeders and frozen 
Kongs may not get them 
moving physically but will keep 
them mentally stimulated. 

Consider making a “busy 
box” for your pet by taking a 
small cardboard box or tube, 
cutting holes in it and filling it 
with treats like peanut butter 

for dogs, catnip and toys for 
cats, hay for rabbits or what-
ever your pet likes. They may 
make a mess as they chew their 
way through to get their favor-
ite food, but it will keep them 
busy for hours.

Clicker training 
Many people have seen 

dogs who have been click-
er-trained to sit, lie down or 
shake, but clicker training can 
be used for a variety of animals 
to help with socialization as 
well as teaching new skills. 

Target train your rabbit by 
rewarding them with a treat 
and click every time they touch 
their nose to your finger. Soon 
they will be greeting every-
one they meet in case there is 
a chance that a yummy snack 
might be offered. The Animal 

Welfare League of Alexandria 
regularly trains clever cats to 
perform tricks like spin and 
high five, so the sky’s the limit 
in terms of what you and your 
pet can learn.

Winter weather doesn’t 
have to mean hibernation 
season for you or your pet. By 
exploring a variety of activi-
ties to keep them active inside 
your home, you’ll find that you 
are having just as much fun as 
your pet.

The writer is director of 
marketing and communications 

for the Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria, 

a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization supporting 
Alexandria and beyond. 

More information is available 
at AlexandriaAnimals.org.
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Make sure that whatever indoor exercise you are doing with your pet 
is appropriate for their age and health.

 FILE PHOTO
Toys like a feather wand are a great way to keep your cat moving during the winter months. 
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Inflation, retirement planning and bacon
Bacon as a guide to 
understanding inflation
BY MICHAEL SCHIMMEL

“Bacon’s the best. Even 
the frying of bacon sounds 
like applause. Bacon bits are 
like the fairy dust of the food 
community.” – Jim Gaffigan, 
comedian

Talking about bacon is 
always fun. It can even help 
illustrate a topic that has 
been in the financial media a 
lot lately: inflation. 

In 1991, the price of a 
pound of bacon was $2.22, 
according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. Thirty years 
later, in August 2021, a pound 
cost $7.10. That’s inflation at 
work. Inflation is simply the 
rise in the cost of living, and 
it eats away at your money’s 
purchasing power and may 
not buy as much retirement 
in the future as it does today. 

Over the past several 
months, inflation has crept 
back into the financial media 
limelight. Last year, price 
increases began to grow out 
of pandemic-related shut-
downs and supply chain 
disruptions. As an example, 
the Consumer Price Index, 
a key measure of inflation, 
climbed 5.4% in September 
2021 compared to the prior 
year.

Inflation and retire-
ment planning 

When you retire, one 
thing is a given: The cost 
of basic necessities as well 
as other things you 
enjoy will continue 
to rise. The follow-
ing table provides 
s ome hy p ot he t-
ical examples to 
help increase your 
awareness of infla-
tion. 

Prices in 2021 are based 
on Kmotion Research and 
general averages, includ-

ing data from the U.S. Labor 
Department’s Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. Projections 
for 2051 prices assume a 3% 
annual inflation rate.

Get real with inflation
When managing inflation 

risk with your investments, 
it’s important to understand 
a couple of basic terms. 

Your nominal rate of 
retur n is the amount of 
money you make on an 
investment before expenses 
– this rate of return does not 

take inf lation 
into account. 
Your real rate 
of return is 
t he  nom i n a l 
return on your 
i n v e s t m e n t 
minus the 
inflation rate, 

and it gives you a better sense 
of the purchasing power of the 
money you make from your 

investments. For example, 
if your investment portfolio 
earns an 8% rate of return 
in a particular year, and the 
inflation rate is currently 
3%, your real rate of return is  
just 5%. 

Conventional wisdom 
says you should consider 
keeping an appropriate 

amount of your assets 
allocated to stocks 

and stock mutual funds to 
help offset inflation risk. 
Although past performance 
is no guarantee of future 
results, historical average 
stock returns have stayed 
ahead of inflation over the 
long term.

Note: This material is 
for educational and infor-

mational purposes only and 
is not intended as ERISA, 
tax, legal or investment 
advice. If you are seeking 
investment advice specific 
to your needs, such advice 
services must be obtained on 
your own separate from this 
educational material. Please 
consult a financial advisor 
or other appropriate profes-
sional for further assistance 
with regard to your individ-
ual situation.

The writer is an advisor 
at Fellows Financial Group, 

an independent financial 
services firm servicing clients 

throughout the Washington 
metropolitan area, who 

majored in political science 
and economics at Miami 

University in Ohio. He 
has worked for global and 

national banks from HSBC 
Bank to Wachovia in various 
financial services capacities.

MICHAEL SCHIMMEL

ITEM 2021 2051

Pound of bacon

Dozen eggs

Gallon of milk

Cup of coffee

1lb of boneless chicken breast

Round of golf (public course)

Dining out weekly –
monthly cost for one couple

$7.10 $17.23

$1.71 $4.15

$3.68 $8.93

$2.70 $6.55

$3.18 $7.72

$61.00 $148.00

$232.00 $563.00

 COURTESY PHOTO
Inflation is the rise in cost of living, and it results in price increases for everything from bacon to coffee.

FINANCE
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“The Fallout” investigates emotional aftermath  
of a school shooting
BY RICHARD ROEPER

The first few moments 
of “The Fallout” are straight 
out of the Breezy High School 
Movie Playbook. We see our 
American teenage protagonist 
Vada starting her day, getting 
picked up by her longtime 
bestie for a ride to school, 
stopping at a Starbucks drive-
through for caffeine and cake 
pops, asking a smart and 
informed question in class and 
then asking to be excused to 
go to the bathroom because 
her little sister has texted her 
and needs to talk right away.

It’s just another day in 
the life for 16-year-old Vada 
(Jenna Ortega, recently seen in 
“Scream”), and the lightness 
continues when Vada enters 
the bathroom and sees the 
glamorous and sophisticated 
Mia (Maddie Ziegler) applying 
professional-level makeup, 
as Mia prepares for another 
day of posing for Instagram 
and dancing for Tik-Tok. The 
contrast between Vada in 
her oversized, baggy shorts 
and unlaced sneaks, and Mia, 
who looks like she's about 
to go clubbing, couldn't be  
more dramatic.

Vada awkwardly attempts 
to make conversation, and 
Mia is about to respond, and 
that’s when they hear a series 
of pops in rapid succession. 
In those brief seconds, they 
realize there’s an active 
shooter in the school hallway, 
and they scramble to hide in a 
stall, shaking and clinging to 
each other and wondering if 
they’re about to die.

We’ve had so many school 
shootings in this country in 
the last quarter-century that 
fictionalized cinema about 
such tragedies has practically 
become a genre. “The Fallout,” 
from actor turned filmmaker 
Megan Park, is the latest such 
film, and it’s a memorably stark 

and authentic work that is at 
times so gut-wrenching it’s 
almost unbearable. But Park 
deftly weaves in moments of 
warmth and humor and hope 
as well. This is a special film.

As Vada and Mia huddle 
together in the stall, a third 
student, Quinton ( Niles 
Fitch), barges in covered with 
blood. At first the two girls 
are terrified he’s the shooter, 
but the blood belongs to 
Quinton’s brother, who will 
not survive the day. “The 
Fallout” doesn't linger on the 
crime scene; in fact, we never 
see the shootings, the killer 
or the victims. From that 
chilling opening sequence, 
we segue to the immediate 
aftermath, the days and then 
weeks following the shooting.

Vada’s worshipful younger 
sister Amelia (Lumi Pollack) 
is bursting with questions 

about what happened, while 
her well-meaning parents 
(Julie Bowen and David Ortiz) 
awkwardly hover about, 
alternating between pressing 
her to talk about her feelings 
and giving her too much 
space. Vada and Mia reach out 
to each other, first via text 
and then in person, with Vada 
spending more and more time 
at Mia’s spacious, beautifully 
decorated home.

It takes a while for 
Vada and Mia to trust one 
another. At first they’re 
more comfortable texting or 
video chatting than talking 
in person. There’s a constant 
flow of texting and other 
social media communication 
throughout the film, and it’s 
handled in a way that feels 
real and doesn’t take us out 
of the story. But when Vada 
asks Mia, in person, who she 

hangs out with at school, and 
Mia vaguely alludes to “lots 
of different people,” it’s clear 
this local “celebrity” with 
her 80,000 followers feels 
like an outcast and a loner. 
From there, a real friendship 
begins to develop.

With writer-director Park 
and cinematographer Kristen 
Correll mixing in a steady 
diet of overhead drone shots 
with intense close-ups of the 
expressive faces of Ortega, 
Ziegler, Pollack, et al., and with 
Finneas O'Connell providing 
a spiritually moving and 
beautiful score, “The Fallout” 
knows just when to add a 
dash of relative levity to the 
proceedings. In one memorable 
moment, Vada decides to drop 
ecstasy on one of her first days 
back at school and winds up 
tripping and her pen explodes 
all over her mouth.

Shailene Woodley delivers 
subtle and strong work in 
a minor but important role 
as Vada's therapist. Will 
Ropp is also memorable as 
Vada’s best friend, Nick, 
who, prior to the shootings, 
was a wisecracking, snarky, 
happy-go-lucky sidekick, but 
is now dedicating himself 
to campaigning for change 
so this won’t happen again. 
At one point, Vada asks 
Nick about the shooter’s 
motivations. “Is there ever a 
reason?” comes the somber 
reply from Nick.

With Ortega turning in a 
grounded and deeply moving 
performance, “The Fallout” 
leaves us hoping Vada might 
be ok but knowing she’ll 
never be the same. She wasn’t 
physically injured on that 
horrible day, but something 
was broken.

 PHOTO/WARNER BROS.
Jenna Ortega in "The Fallout."
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Light, water and a little love
Learn the recipe for 
nurturing indoor plants 
in winter
BY KIM DAVIS

Indoor plants adorn our 
homes with nature’s beauty 
during winter, which is other-
wise a dormant time for the 
natural world. They add color 
and life to our environment 
and some scientists believe 
they are natural air purifiers 
converting the carbon dioxide 
we exhale into fresh oxygen, 
removing toxins from the air 
we breathe through photo-
synthesis. Studies have also 
shown that plants can reduce 
stress by calming the sympa-
thetic nervous system, often 
making people happier. In 
short, spending time around 
nature has a positive effect on 
our mood and energy levels 
and potentially our health.

So, how difficult is it to 
grow indoor plants? Let’s just 

say, it doesn’t require a degree 
in horticulture. Just think of 
them the way you might a pet: 
They require love and attention 
but are well worth the reward.

There are several ways 
to ensure the well-being of 
indoor plants according to The 
Spruce, a website that offers 
practical home and garden 
tips. Like us, plants need water, 
nourishment and light, but 
their needs are slightly differ-
ent during the winter months.

We are all acutely aware 
of how short the days are 
during winter. The average 
winter day is nine hours and 
45 minutes, versus 14 hours 
and 41 minutes in summer. 
Sun rays are also at a lower 
angle, creating less strength. 
It is best to place plants in the 
brightest space in your home, 
ideally a south or west facing 
window, to provide adequate 
supplemental light. It is also 
helpful to rotate pots when 

watering to ensure light expo-
sure to all sides of the plant. 
If leaves are dusty, wipe them 
with a damp cloth to allow 
proper light absorption.

Most indoor plants require 
less water during winter 
months, as they experience 
a slower growth rate during 
colder months. Plant experts 
recommend watering indoor 
plants twice a month. Surface 
soil dries out quicker during 
this time but is not a good 
indicator that the plant needs 
water. Probing the soil an inch 
or two below the surface is a 
good way to determine if it is 
dry. If so, it is time to water. An 
important watering tip is to 
use water at room temperature 
to avoid shocking the roots. 
Tap water is typically too cold 
during winter, so it is advis-
able to allow cold tap water to 
come to room temperature or 
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 FILE PHOTO
Most indoor plants require less water during the cold months. Experts recommend watering indoor 
plants about twice a month in the winter.

HOMES 

Danny Smith, PhD, PE
Realtor ® 
dsmith@ttrsir.com
703.505.7845

Interested in  
Old Town history?

I’ll present tours on Sundays 
in February for the George 

Washington Birthday 
Celebration Committee.  

 
Visit washingtonbirthday.com 
for details. Email me for other 

tour dates.

Historic Alexandria
Walking Tour
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use warm water.
Most houseplants do not 

require fertilizer in winter. 
Fertilizing will interrupt their 
natural cycle, so cease feed-
ing until early spring when 
signs of new growth appear. 
An exception to this rule is 
tropical plants, especially 
vining climbers or trailers, 
which grow actively through-
out the winter.

Orchids have become a 
popular addition to home 
décor. These exotic and beau-
tiful plants with long-last-
ing blooms can continue to 
adorn the home for years with 
the proper knowledge of care 
and attention. The American 
Orchid Society has a wealth of 
information about this topic, 
but a few simple tips will ensure 
orchids are not a one-time 
bloomer in your home.

The AOS recommends 
several methods to keep your 

orchid a part of your home. 
One technique allows the 
flowering stem to remain after 
the last flower fades. While it 
will rebloom, the stem may 

become ungainly and produce 
smaller flowers. Some orchid 
growers recommend cutting 
off the stem at the base of the 
leaves or cutting two nodes, 

the brown lines on stems, 
below spent flowers. One of 
these nodes will then initiate 
and generally produce flowers 
within eight to 12 weeks. Not 

all plants will rebloom, but I 
have had great success with 
reblooming Phalaenopsis, one 
of the more commonly avail-
able kinds of orchid.

Orchids love indirect 
sunlight, but if you provide 
too much, the leaves will burn. 
Give them too little, and they 
will fail to bloom. Leaf color 
indicates if the amount of light 
is adequate. A rich, dark green, 
grassy color means the plant 
is receiving sufficient light to 
bloom. Brown spots indicate 
too much direct sun. I place 
my orchids in a window that 
receives south-facing sun and 
they rebloom and flourish.  

It is best not to overwater 
orchids as they will develop 
root rot. I assess my orchids 
every Sunday and find they 
typically need some water. To 
water, remove plastic liners 
from decorative pots and place 
the plant in a sink. Pour luke-
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 FILE PHOTO
Orchids require just the right amount of sunlight to thrive. If given too much sunlight, their leaves will 
burn; if given too little, they won't bloom.
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At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 
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At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 
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your future – all with no entrance fee!
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703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311
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warm tap water over the leaves 
and roots for about 15 seconds 
and allow to drain before plac-
ing it in a pot. 

Orchids should also be 
fertilized regularly. There are 
specially formulated orchid 
fertilizers on the market 
and growers suggest using a 
balanced 20-20-20 multi-pur-
pose formula that includes 
the necessary trace elements 
phosphorus, nitrogen and 
potassium. Do not exceed 
label recommendations. Many 
growers recommend the 
"weakly, weekly" approach, 
applying a one-quarter diluted 
solution rather than a full 
dose once a month. The AOS 
suggests it is best to fertilize 
orchids that have first been 
watered as the fertilizer can 
burn the dry roots. 

Orchid experts recom-
mend repotting plants only 
every year or two. Potting mix 

breaks down, often evidenced 
by dead roots or the plant 
outgrowing its container. In 
the first case, a larger pot 
may not be required. You can 
simply replace the growing 
medium. In the second, the 
plant may need to be divided 
or transferred into a larger 
pot. Orchids can be replanted 
in peat moss, fir bark, sphag-
num moss, perlite, stones, 
lava rock or a blend of these. 
If an orchid develops curvy 
roots snaking out from the 
container, this is a healthy 
sign. They are called air roots 
and help plants attach to trees 
in the wild. Do not cut them as 
it will damage the plant.

Although winter may seem 
like a down time in the garden 
world, there is always plenty of 
work to be done.

The writer is a member 
of the Hunting Creek Garden 

Club and formerly served 
as both president and vice 
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Orchids have become popular in home décor due to their beauty and long-lasting blooms.
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HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

This expanded end town-
house has been masterfully 
designed to live like a house in 
the country. 

From the elegant entry 
hall opening to the formal 
dining room and living room 
with a gas fireplace set into a 
commanding mantel to the 

welcoming family room with 
floor-to-ceiling custom book-
cases and adjacent eat-in 
gourmet kitchen, this home 
embodies style and sophisti-
cation. 

The upper level offers a 
grand primary suite with 
en-suite bath with separate 

shower and air jetted tub. The 
second bedroom is set up as 
an upstairs study while a third 
bedroom is set up as an office. 
A fourth bedroom on the front 
of the house is very private 
with easy access to the hall 
guest bath. 

The lower level offers flex-

ibility with a huge carpeted 
great room or rec room, a fifth 
bedroom, full bath and two 
storage areas. The enchant-
ing walled garden is planned 
to resemble an English garden 
with seating areas, tables and 
planters with lovely shrubs 
and perennials.

Left: This expanded end townhouse includes five bedrooms, three full bathrooms, one half bath and plenty of flexibility.
Middle: The family room features floor-to-ceiling custom bookcases and is adjacent to the gourmet kitchen.
Right: The walled garden includes seating areas, tables and planters.

Sophistication and style in Yates Gardens

COURTESY PHOTO

Address: 800 S. 
Royal St.
Neighborhood: Yates 
Garden
Price: $2,299,000
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 3 full,  
1 half
Year built: 1952
Contact:
Kate Patterson  
McEnearney 
Associates Realtors, 
Old Town 
katepattersonhomes.
com
kpatterson@
mcenearney.com 
703-627-2166 
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Three years ago, Alexandria City Council approved a plan 
to honor the memory of two lynching victims, Joseph McCoy 
and Benjamin Thomas, by collecting a steel pillar monument 
currently held at the National Memorial for Peace and Justice in 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

McCoy was lynched on a lamppost at Lee and Cameron streets 
on April 23, 1897, and Thomas was lynched on a lamppost at 
Fairfax and King streets on Aug. 8, 1899. Alexandria’s pillar is 
one of 800 six-foot structures currently located at the memorial, 
all of which together represent the more than 4,000 documented 
lynching victims across the country. 

Later this year, barring any COVID-19 pandemic-related delays, 
the city will make good on that promise with a three to four day 
trip where about 100 Alexandria residents will bus down south 
to claim the pillar, formally present soil collected from the two 
Alexandria lynching sites and tour the city.

We stand in support of the city’s plans to make this trip happen, 
as we firmly believe it represents the city’s continued commitment 
to advancing social justice and providing a valuable learning 
experience for those who will be experiencing Montgomery for the 
first time. 

However, as the beginning of February marks the beginning of 
Black History Month, we are also acutely aware that conversations 
surrounding the city’s segregated past are cropping up more 
often than they do throughout the rest of the year. It is certainly 
exciting that the city has taken steps in recent years to reexamine 
its history in an authentic way, through opening the Contrabands 
and Freedmen Cemetery, purchasing Freedom House and holding 
countless tours. It’s also important to recognize that there is still 
a long way to go. 

In the Times’ page 1 story, “A southward journey,” we discuss 
the city’s plans to visit the Equal Justice Initiative’s memorial 
later this year. The pilgrimage is a wonderful way to shed light 
on the city’s history, but we must emphasize that while the 
lynchings themselves are a historic event, racial injustice is still 
alive and well. Just earlier this week, for instance, more than 
a dozen historically Black colleges and universities across the 
country reported bomb threats, resulting in police investigations 
and campus shutdowns. 

We share in the collective concern that many people view 
this insidious issue “as a historic event, not a current event,” as 
longtime resident and restorative justice advocate Adrienne Fikes 
put it in this week’s story.

“It is recent history. It is immediate history. If you talk about 
the genetic impact of trauma, we know that trauma has a collective 
impact. We know that when someone gets shot by the police, 
there’s a negative impact on the entire community,” Fikes said. 

Of course, the injuries that centuries of racial injustice leave 
don’t heal overnight, especially when they’re still raw and 
especially when they continue to endure attack. There is no 
one-size-fits-all solution, but it is possible to hold grief in one 
hand and blazing hope in the other. 

Let’s continue to engage in messy conversations. Let’s continue 
to march for change. Let’s continue to reconcile with the city’s rich 
past, shining a light on all its complexity and continuing ripple 
effects, while simultaneously working toward a more equitable 
future. Let’s do it during February and continue the momentum 
afterwards, too.

Living history 

PHOTO/LEE MOODY
Sunrise from the Alexandria shoreline on Monday.

We need some COVID-19 kindness
To the editor:

Alexandria’s spike in COVID-19 cases in 
late December and the subsequent increase 
in hospitalizations soon after is not a story 
unique to our city. With the Omicron vari-
ant being highly transmissible, case numbers 
skyrocketed across the nation to unprece-
dented numbers. During this time of sickness, 
uncertainty, school and daycare closures and 
canceled travel plans, I encourage Alexan-
drians to band together and be kind to one 
another rather than create a culture of blame 
and divisiveness, and to think critically about 
the new variant since data thus far shows it is 
less severe than other variants.

Similar to many Alexandrians who have 
tried to be safe throughout the pandemic, I 
tested positive for COVID-19 right after the 
Christmas holiday. My sister’s wedding was 
nine days after my positive test result.

Since testing positive, the emotional 
distress has been much worse than the phys-
ical distress. I have been blamed for “not 
being careful” and the decision was made 
for me and my nuclear family that we could 
not attend the wedding – despite reading 

the new Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidelines, talking with medi-
cal professional family members and peers 
and proposing a solution of testing negative 
before the wedding. The new NCAA winter 
guidelines serve as an example of why this 
could be a potential solution.

We do not have easy answers for situa-
tions such as these. However, what we can 
do is avoid blame and approach situations 
with kindness, a certain level of understand-
ing and critical thinking. I am a public health 
professional with a Master’s of Public Health 
and have avidly read COVID-19 studies and 
news articles from the start of the pandemic.

Playing the blame game does no good, 
especially not now when our city and nation 
are facing the most transmissible variant yet. 
We are all trying to overcome this pandemic, 
so let’s not create further division and tension 
during this incredibly trying time.

And for those personally struggling with 
COVID-19 right now, know that you are not 
alone. You are in my thoughts and prayers.

-Raquel Davis,  
Alexandria

Your Views

Our View Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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Repair the ACHS cistern
BY MARK EATON

Every day when Alexandria City High 
School students and staff cross 
the plaza to the main entrance of 
the King Street campus, they walk 
over an underground 450,000-
gallon water retention tank, also 
called a cistern.  

The cistern was designed to 
capture and reuse water that runs 
off the school’s hardscape, or paved 
areas. It was a prominent green design 
element when the building, which was 
then known as T.C. Williams High School, 
opened in the fall of 2007. The cistern was 
described in the June 18, 2009, edition of 
School Construction News:

“Perhaps the most frequently mentioned 
green feature of the building is the 450,000-
gallon cistern buried beneath the building 
that collects rainwater runoff.

… The T.C. math and science depart-
ments use it to teach modern lessons about 
water flow rates, climatology and water 
quality studies. It also provides more than 5 
million gallons of water a year for non-po-
table uses including toilets and irrigation. 
Coupled with T.C.’s waterless urinals and 
low-flow lavatories, the cistern provides 
significant savings – 6 million gallons per 
year – in public utility costs.”

The King Street building was an inno-
vative and green school when it opened 
15 years ago. The cistern and other envi-
ronmentally responsive design features 
brought the school a Leadership in Envi-
ronmental Engineering and Design Gold 
Award. LEED, administered by the Green 
Building Certification Institute, claims to be 
the most widely used green building rating 
system in the world.

Fast forward to today and, unfortu-
nately, the cistern is not working. In fact, it 
has not worked for several years. On Jan. 28, 
2022, ACPS Director of Educational Facil-
ities John Finnigan issued this statement 
about the cistern:

“The installation of the cistern pre-dates 
most of the Educational Facilities staff 
members who remain with the organiza-
tion. Based on research, it is noted that 
several years ago, the cistern stopped 
working. Repairs were made, and it was 
functional before breaking down again. 

Additional repairs were made, and it was 
clear that a major investment was required 
to address all of the issues with the system. 

This investment has not yet been 
made and we have used City water 
exclusively since that time.”

Infrastructure systems, espe-
cially those designed to promote 
green environmental goals and 
reduce operating costs, must be 
appropriately maintained. That 
it was “not on our watch” when a 

forward-thinking water recycling system 
broke down is not a reason to allow it to be 
nonfunctional for years.

The cistern’s operation directly relates 
to the issues involving the future of nearby 
Taylor Run. If the water runoff from the 
ACHS King Street campus to Taylor Run was 
reduced, it would slow the erosion that created 
much of the momentum for the now-paused 
Taylor Run “improvement” project.

If the cistern was operating as designed, 
the King Street campus would be a better 
environmental neighbor. It was designed as 
a water recycling system to reduce the oper-
ating expense of the 462,000 square foot 
King Street building. The years that cistern 
did not operate are years when the savings it 
was designed to produce were lost. 

“As a matter of fiduciary responsibility 
ACPS should look at the cistern and deter-
mine the cost of repairing it and how many 
years of water savings would be required to 
pay back the expense,” Alexandria architect 
David Peabody, who originally helped orga-
nize support for a green school, told me.

Alexandria’s environment deserves 
better from us. If it is repaired and main-
tained, the cistern’s future water expense 
savings are potentially significant. The 
School Board should direct ACPS staff to 
determine the cost to repair the cistern and 
the board should include that expense in its 
capital improvements budget.

The writer is a former lawyer, member 
of the Alexandria School Board from 1997 

to 2006 and English teacher from 2007 
to 2021 at T.C. Williams High School, 
now Alexandria City High School. He 
can be reached at aboutalexandria@

gmail.com and subscriptions to his 
newsletter are available for free at https://

aboutalexandria.substack.com/

About Alexandria 
with Mark Eaton

MARK EATON

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

To the editor:
When page 3 of one of the lead-

ing newspapers in the city of Alex-
andria is flooded with crime stories 
– and not merely crimes against 
property, but violent acts against 
citizens –  such as in the Jan. 13, 
2022, edition of the Times, one 
hopes that City Council will take 
a cue from the playbook of the 
winning candidate for Virginia 
governor in the recent election and 
focus on “kitchen table” issues, 
which include:

• Safety and support of law 
enforcement;

• Mental health resources;
• Education, not indoctrination, 

of children in our public schools;
• Affordability of housing and 

consumer goods, which is possible 
when we cut taxes and lower the 
burden on citizens and businesses.

Alexandria’s City Council 
has been attentive to the issue of 
affordable housing and is to be 
applauded for it. Moreover, their 
efforts during the pandemic to 
support small businesses were 
prompt and productive.

We look forward to seeing 
greater and more sincere effort on 
other kitchen table issues, lest more 
pages of the Times become flooded 
with crime stories.

-Lindsay Hutter, Alexandria

Council needs to focus on 
‘kitchen table’ issues

To the editor:
I normally find your polling 

questions straightforward, but 
your Jan. 20 question on mask 
mandates I found misleading and 
incorrect. A better wording of the 
question should have been, “Which 
state mandate should ACPS Super-
intendent Hutchings have given 
greater weight to: the new gover-
nor’s executive order banning mask 
mandates in schools or Virginia 
law SB 103 which mandates that 

schools follow CDC guidelines?”
The question you published 

implies Alexandria City Public 
Schools is purposely going 
against the governor’s mandate 
as compared to having to choose 
between conflicting state require-
ments. You do a disservice to your 
readers by framing the question 
the way you did without the appro-
priate information to make a more 
informed decision. 

-Kenneth Carlisle, Alexandria

To the editor:
Clarifying a mask mandate 

lawsuit, Alexandria City Public 
Schools and six other school boards 
published the following statement: 
“School divisions need to continue 
to preserve their authority to protect 
and serve all our students, including 
our most vulnerable, who need these 
mitigation measures perhaps more 
than anyone to be able to continue 
to access in-person instruction.”

Many of your readers likely 

fail to see the difference between 
the authority to mandate masks 
with the lack of authority to 
mandate school resource offi-
cers: Both appear to “protect and 
serve all our students.” Why is it 
that ACPS must defer to city and 
state government over SROs but 
demands independence when 
masking students? Aren’t masks 
and SROs both the prudent course 
if safety is the priority? 

-Keith Anderson, Alexandria

Times poll was poorly worded

Masks and SROs are both 
safety issues

Your Views
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What is now Black History 
Month started as Negro 
History Week in 1926 at the 
urging of Carter G. Wood-
son, Ph.D. At the time, Wood-
son was a professor at Howard 
University in Washington, 
D.C., but his story started in 
Virginia.

Woodson was born in 1875 
in Buckingham County to 
parents who were formerly 
enslaved. Economic condi-
tions required Woodson to 
work with his father in the coal 
mines of West Virginia while 
still a teenager. The major-
ity of his education was self-
taught, and he was not able to 
enter high school until the age 
of 20.

After finishing high school 
in two years, Woodson worked 
as a teacher and school prin-
cipal while earning his bache-
lor’s degree at Berea College in 
Kentucky. After graduating, he 
did a stint as a school supervi-
sor in the Philippines. In 1912, 
he became only the second 
African American to receive 
a Ph.D. from Harvard Univer-
sity, following in the footsteps 
of W.E.B. DuBois.

Though some universities 
refused to hire him, Wood-
son served as dean of the 
School of Liberal Arts and the 
head of the graduate faculty 
at Howard in 1919 and 1920. 

Before his time at Howard 
University, Woodson founded 
the Association for the Study 
of Negro Life and History in 
1915. Today, that organization 
is known as the Association for 
the Study of African Ameri-
can Life and History. Woodson 
also founded the organiza-
tion’s publication The Journal 
of Negro History, which is 

now The Journal of African 
American History. 

Woodson’s lasting impact 
on the study of Ameri-
can history had an inauspi-
cious start. Despite being a 
dues-paying member of the 
American Historical Associa-
tion, the organization banned 
him from their conferences 
based on the color of his skin. 

This led him to a realization 
that African American history 
was, as he described, “over-
looked, ignored, and even 
suppressed by the writers of 
history textbooks and the 
teachers who use them.” 

His solution in 1926 was 
the founding of Negro History 
Week, encompassing the 
birthdays of Abraham Lincoln 
and Frederick Douglass. The 
tradition expanded to Black 
History Month, which was 
officially recognized by Presi-
dent Gerald Ford in 1976. 

Carter G. Woodson died of a 
heart attack in 1950 at the age 
of 74. His residence on 9th St. 
NW in Washington, D.C. is now 
a National Historic Site. His 
legacy expands much further 
than the house. In 1981, the 
University of Virginia opened 
the Carter G. Woodson Insti-
tute for the Study of African 
American and African Studies. 
It is an appropriate memorial 
to the Virginia-born “Father of 
Black History Month.”

Historic Alexandria 
celebrates Black History Month 

throughout the month of 
February. For a listing of virtual 
events and celebrations, please 
visit alexandriava.gov/historic.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Weekly Poll
This Week  
Would you be interested in one of the 100 
slots open to Alexandria residents to travel to 
Montgomery, Alabama to visit the Equal Jus-
tice Initiative's National Memorial for Peace 
and Justice?

Last Week  
What is your favorite aspect of 
Alexandria's small business community?

A) Yes, I plan to apply.
B) Yes, but I don't know how to apply.
C) No.
D) I'm not sure.

42% All of the above.

27% I don't have one?

13% The quality of products it offers.

11% The camraderie it offers.

7% It creates job opportunities.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

The founder of Virginia’s  
Black History Month

 PHOTO/NMAH-SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE
Carter G. Woodson, Ph.D, circa 1915.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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Weekly Words

WALK AROUND THE BLOCK by Paul Coulter, edited by Amanda Rafkin

DEATH NOTICES
DURWOOD E. BOOTH (94), of Alexandria, Jan. 26, 2022

VIRGINIA COLLINS (102), of Alexandria, Jan. 24, 2022

MORRIS G. DOSS (85), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 27, 2022

FRANK H. HARRISON (89), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 
27, 2022

NORMA HUGHES (88), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 22, 2022

MARY R. JONES (81), formerly of Alexandria, Jan. 24, 2022

BRUCE MACDOUGAL (75), of Alexandria, Jan. 22, 2022

ACROSS
1 Bulb bloom
6 Mediterranean island nation
11 Food, informally
15 Beaver's construction
18 Apple tablet software
20 It's a real eye-opener
21 Narrow road
22 Prohibition, e.g.
23 Long rides? (See the last 3 

letters of this clue's answer ...)
25 Certain makeup pencil (... + 

the first 2 of this one)
27 "Let's hear it!"
28 Add
30 Airline with a kangaroo logo
31 Non-earthlings (Abbr.)
32 Under-cover location?
33 Coffee vessel
34 San Francisco gayborhood 

(last 4 letters ...)
40 Biden's secretary of defense 

(... + first 2)
46 Squirrel away
47 "I'm treating!"
49 Cooking liquids
50 Big fuss
51 "Do _ others ..."
52 Country with a Taualuga dance
54 Chicken noodle, e.g.
56 Gave the thumbs-up
57 "My fault!" (last 2 letters ...)

59 Agency measuring the U.S. 
population (... + first 2)

63 L.A. winter hours
64 "High" time?
65 Orange juice option
66 About an hour before two
67 Get dry, like lips
68 '90s exercise trend
70 Speaker's platform
71 Redeem, like chips
74 Opening for sweat
75 Dessert wine
76 Practical joke
79 Houdini, e.g. (last 2 letters ...)
82 Go it alone (... + first 4)
84 Use a swizzle stick
85 Artistic inspiration
86 Spades and hearts, e.g.
88 Mini-golf stroke
89 Response to "Speak!"
90 Enter
92 Not wild
93 Euripides tragedy
94 A life's purpose (last 3 letters ...)
98 Online shopping button (... + 

first 2)
101 Texter's chuckle
102 Archer's asset
103 Lip balm brand
104 Indirectly refer (to)
107 Turn into a musical, say
109 Seattle NFL player

113 Part of a frame that you pass 
through (last 3 letters ...)

115 Material spotted on a run-
way? (... + first 2)

118 Tummy muscles
119 Racetrack shape
120 Lock of hair
121 Conversed in ASL
122 Ran into
123 Group of quail
124 Desert refuge
125 Takes a hit

DOWN
1 "_ the season ..."
2 As many as
3 On a _ (just for fun)
4 Bad day for Caesar
5 Person living the high life?
6 Brewing ingredient
7 Boxer dubbed "The Greatest"
8 Bedside light
9 Hot water, metaphorically
10 Dutch beer
11 Narrow valley
12 Beam of sunlight
13 Not the same
14 Its capital is Minsk
15 Fender flaw
16 The "A" of BART
17 Curiosity rover's destination

19 Many kilt wearers
24 Podcast interviewer
26 Quaint stopovers
29 Words before a kiss
34 Sound heard through a 

stethoscope
35 Fine-tunes
36 Constantly irritate
37 Holey shoe
38 Like sundial numerals
39 Artist Yoko
41 "Still awake?"
42 Salsa and guacamole, e.g.
43 LGBTQ+ activist George
44 Bean products?
45 "Ya think?!"
48 _ and cheese
52 Tennis champ Stephens
53 Per item
54 Give the cold shoulder to
55 Capital near a fjord
56 Mine extractions
58 Not "with it"
60 Duel-purpose equipment?
61 Gets on
62 Bring together
67 Burn a little
68 Little kids
69 Singer India._
70 "Go ahead!"
71 French film award hidden in 

"chances are"

72 "Ad _" (2019 film)
73 "The Matrix Resurrections" genre
74 Reduce by cutting
75 Snooped
76 Dutch cheese
77 Take in or let out
78 Subtly suggested
80 In the center of
81 Org. that inspects air bags?
83 Blueprint detail, for short
87 Thurman who played Poison Ivy
90 "Bravo!"
91 Away, in a way
92 Egg-based paint
93 Slam-dancing spot
95 Fail to articulate
96 Small amount
97 Classic theater name
99 Does as a group?
100 Bumpy amphibians
104 Skater Rippon
105 Brain section
106 In need of directions
107 With proficiency
108 "Little piggies"
109 Talk back to
110 Jason's ship
111 Flirty eye gesture
112 Joint with a cap
114 Dallas NBAer
116 Letter before omega
117 Football scores (Abbr.)
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FEBRUARY 3

MANUMISSION TOUR OF 
LOCAL BLACK HISTORY Join 
Manumission Tour Company to 
travel the streets of Old Town 
and hear the stories of Africans 
and African Americans, both 
enslaved and freemen, at a 
time when Alexandria was one 
of the main centers for the 
international domestic slave 
trade. The program will provide 
insight into the city’s pre-civil 
war history of urban slavery and 
highlight runaway slaves, free 
African Americans and early 
abolitionists.   
Time: 5 to 7 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://
alexlibraryva.org/event/6056490 

FEBRUARY 8

AN AFTERNOON LECTURE 
WITH THE EQUAL JUSTICE 
INITIATIVE Attend an afternoon 
with Trey Walk, project manager 
with the Equal Justice Initiative. 
Join the Alexandria Community 
Remembrance Project to learn 
more about EJI and the ACRP’s 
mission to educate Alexandria 
citizens about Alexandria’s two 
lynchings that occurred in 1897 
and 1899.  
Time: 4 to 5 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/Historic 

FEBRUARY 10

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 
COLONIAL CHARLES YOUNG: 
PRESENTED BY THE NATIONAL 
PARKS SERVICE Join park ranger 
Roger Osorio, from the Charles 
Young Buffalo Soldiers National 
Monument, to learn the story 
behind Colonial Young’s life and 
the legacy he created. Charles 
Young, born to enslaved parents, 
persevered through racism and 
prejudice to become one of the 
first African American graduates 
from West Point Military 
Academy and went on to serve 
in many capacities and missions 
throughout the United States 
and the world at a time when 
opportunities for Black Americans 
were severely restricted. 
Time: 7 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Informaton: mzimmerman@
alexlibraryva.org 

CALENDAR

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Jeffrey Kolessar & PSVA Associates, LLC

Courtyard Alexandria Pentagon South

4641 Kenmore Ave

Alexandria

Alexandria 22304

Wine and Beer On & Off Premises; Mixed Beverage Hotel (Seating capacity over 150 seats)

Jeffrey Kolessar, Receiver & Managing Member of PSVA Associates, LLC.

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

 for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11805-52i (rev. 07/2018). This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority  •  www.abc.virginia.gov  •  2901 Hermitage Road  •  Richmond, VA 23220  •  (800) 552-3200

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Virginia CVS Pharmacy LLC

CVS Pharmacy 10768

2601 Richmond Hwy

Alexandria

22301

Wine and Beer off Premises

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions.   

NATION’S GUN SHOW
1300 TABLES!  100% OPEN!    Buy!  Sell!  Trade!

FRI: 3 - 8  |  SAT: 9 - 5  |  SUN: 10 - 5

4320  Chantilly  Shopping  Center,  Chantilly,  VA  20151

VPN

FEBRUARY 4, 5 & 6

540-951-1344 | www.TheNationsGunShow.com | www.ShowmastersGunShows.com

Get Your Supplies While You Still Can!!!

All CDC & VA GOVERNOR GUIDELINES MUST BE FOLLOWED!

The NRA National Firearms Museum presents a Collection of Arms from one of America's most 
extraordinary chief executives, Nobel Prize and Medal of Honor recipient Theodore Roosevelt.

TICKETS  SOLD ONLINE ONLY

VA and Utah Concealed Carry Courses
Saturday or Sunday. Firearmtrainingstore.com 

$10 Discount ONLINE ONLY
or (757) 331-1439

Join or Renew your

NRA membership

at the show and

get in FREE!

VA and Utah Concealed Carry Courses
$10 Discount ONLINE ONLYSaturday or Sunday 

FirearmTrainingStore.com or (757) 331-1439

Largest Gun Show in Metro DC!   Guns, Knives & Accessories!

1300

TABLES!

Dulles Expo 

VA & Utah Concealed Carry Courses (757) 331-1439

OPEN
FULL

BORE!

Start 
you

r 

New
 Y

ea
r 

with
 a B

ang!

The NRA's Naonal Firearms Museum presents collecon of Tom Selleck's
 personal firearms including his Sharp's Rifle from Quigley Down Under, 

a set of custom Colt pistols from Magnum P.I., & many revolvers from his Westerns.  

Happy

Valen
tin

e’s
 

Day!
WE 

GUNS 

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following requests have been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.

For information on the following 
applications or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
703.746.4666. 

Special Use Permit #2021-00122
116 South Royal Street
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a New Use 
of a Restaurant; zoned: CD/
Commercial Downtown
Proposed Business Name: Lavender 
Moon Cupcakery
Applicant: Peter Durkin
Planner: Patrick Silva – patrick.
silva@alexandriava.gov

Special Use Permit #2022-00004
44 Canal Center Plaza
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a New Use of a 
Restaurant; zoned: W-1/Waterfront 
Mixed-Use.
Proposed Business Name: Cafe 44
Applicant: Cafe 44 Inc.
Planner: Patrick Silva – patrick.
silva@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the Zoning Ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning & Zoning. If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than February 24, 2022.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review 

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the February 16, 2022 

meeting of the Board of Architec-
tural Review (BAR) is being held 
electronically pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2 3708.2(A)(3) 
and the Continuity of Govern-
ment ordinance adopted by the 
City Council on June 20, 2020 to 
undertake essential business. All of 
the members of the public body and 
staff are participating from remote 
locations through Zoom Webinar. 
This meeting is being held elec-
tronically, unless a determination is 
made that it is safe enough for the 
meeting to be held in person in the 
City Council Chamber at 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA. Electronic 
access will be provided in either 
event. The meeting can be accessed 
by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
hGfQcRV2R3KR53j1U_G8hA 

*The Board of Architectural Review 
Hearing will start at 7:00 p.m., 
while the Zoom Webinar will 
become available to join at 6:30 
p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 914 5399 1164
Password: 819405

Public comments will be received 
at the meeting. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Lia Niebauer at lia.niebauer@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments on the day of the 
hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 
711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2021-00471 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 625 First Street 
and 510 Second Street.
Applicant: EAHG Alexandria LP

BAR #2021-00470 OHAD

Request for alterations at 625 First 
Street and 510 Second Street.
Applicant: EAHG Alexandria LP

BAR #2021-00236 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 413 North Wash-
ington Street.
Applicant: Anne Toth

BAR #2021-00261 OHAD
Request for alterations at 413 North 
Washington Street.
Applicant: Anne Toth
BAR #2022-00004 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 208 South Saint 
Asaph Street.
Applicants: Virginia Bennett and 
Scott Sekerke

BAR #2022-00003 OHAD
Request for alterations at 208 South 
Saint Asaph Street.
Applicants: Virginia Bennett and 
Scott Sekerke

BAR #2022-00006 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1120 
Prince Street.
Applicants: Timothy Shaheen and 
Meaghan Foran

BAR #2022-00008 OHAD
Request for re-approval of partial 
demolition/ encapsulation at 709 
South Lee Street.
Applicants: Clare and Jen Little

BAR #2022-00007 OHAD
Request for alterations to previously 
approved plans at 709 South Lee 
Street.
Applicants: Clare and Jen Little

BAR #2022-00009 OHAD
Request for alterations at 1319 
Prince Street.
Applicant: Commerce Prince West 
LLC

BAR #2022-00015 OHAD
Request for alterations at 512 Queen 
Street.
Applicants: Todd B. Catlin and 
Daniel W. Lee

BAR #2022-00022 OHAD
Request for antennas at 105 North 
Union Street.
Applicant: Network Building and 
Consulting

BAR #2022-00024 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 

encapsulation at 410 North Union 
Street.
Applicants: Stephanie Salek and 
Thomas Fogarty
BAR #2022-00023 OHAD
Request for alterations at 410 North 
Union Street.
Applicants: Stephanie Salek and 
Thomas Fogarty

BAR #2022-00026 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ en-
capsulation at 315 South Lee Street.
Applicants: Kerri and John Neary

BAR #20222-00019 OHAD
Request for addition and alterations 
at 315 South Lee Street.
Applicants: Kerri and John Neary

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG)

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
potential candidates. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS-
$225.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-4974

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114.Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

MILITARY ITEMS WANTED
Patches, Flight Jackets, Medals, 
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia 
etc. Call Dan at 202-841-3062

EMPLOYMENT
Social Media Specialist to create 
consistent, meaningful content on 
all of the company's social media 
platforms, including writing 
& editing social media posts, 
improving customer engagement, 
& promoting social media 
campaigns. Track social analytics & 
create reports, etc. Mon-Fri 40hrs/
wk. Associate’s in Business Admin., 
Marketing/related field of study or 
12mos exp. in related fields req’d. 
Mail Resume to MarketBoost, 
LLC, 201 N Union Street. Suite 110. 
Alexandria, VA. 22314 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378v
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FOR SALE | 601 & 607 ORONOCO STREET
Exclusively Offered for $5,995,000

Tel. 202.361.5079 | LBishop@McEnearney.com | Licensed in VA | 109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity

Representing some of Alexandria’s most distinguished homes, it 
is clear to see why Lauren is a respected and sought-after agent 
in the region. Visit LaurenBishopHomes.com to learn more.

Living, Loving,  
Listing Alexandria 

L A U R E N  B I S H O P,  R E A LT O R

SOLD | 312 THIRD STREET
Represented the Buyer

FOR SALE | 126 S FAIRFAX STREET
Exclusively Offered for $2,995,000

PENDING | 5903 MOUNT EAGLE DR #417
Exclusively Offered for $262,500


