
Council delays start of 
new fees, as business 
owners raise concerns
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Alexandria’s government 
relaxed the city’s outdoor 
dining policies during COVID-
19 shutdowns, and restaurants 
responded by creating parklets 
that have literally blossomed 
with flowering plants, tents 
and festive lights.

The parklet policy enabled 
some eateries to create outdoor 
dining for the first time, while 
others greatly expanded their 
capacity. Restaurant owners 
say the parklets have been a 

boon and at times a lifesaver 
for their businesses during the 
last two years.

Now, the city is making 
the parklet program perma-
nent. The shift involves regu-
lating and charging fees for 
these parklets, and Alexandria 
business owners are not happy 
with the changes. 

City Council approved a 
fee structure for the program 
during Tuesday’s legislative 
meeting but pushed back the 
start date for the fees to Oct. 1, 
instead of the proposed date of 
July 1. 

When the pandemic 
started, Alexandria, like many 

communities across the coun-
try, looked for creative solu-
tions to ease the economic 
damage to local businesses. 
One city strategy was to 
introduce parklets, which are 
parking spots that have been 
adapted by businesses for use 
as an outdoor retail or dining 
area or just as public space.

Many business owners 
jumped at the chance. By 
the end of 2021, there were 
37 parklets established by 
businesses, with three more 
contemplating setting one up 
with the start of the perma-

Resident Caren 
Merrick, new 
Virginia Secretary of 
Commerce and Trade, 
shares her story
BY KIMBERLY JACKSON

Caren Merrick was the 
first woman in her family 
to get a college degree. It 
wasn’t easy. Once her parents 
divorced, she felt her support 
system shift and she found 
herself striking out on her 
own.

“My parents went 
through a divorce as I was 
finishing high school. And 
so the conditions were not 
great for me to live at home 
and go to college. So, I went 
out and I got a job. And I 
worked to support myself but 
I always knew I wanted to go 
to college,” Merrick said.

Merrick grew up in a 
rural area, farmland north 
of Los Angeles, California, 
and didn’t know then that 
her hard work would even-
tually land her one of the top 
jobs in the administration of 
new Virginia governor Glenn 

Youngkin – that of Secretary 
of Commerce and Trade. But 
it did.

Born with a strong will, 
Merrick used that drive to 
reach her goals. Merrick said 
she paid for college herself, 
by going on the game show, 
“Press Your Luck.”

“I took the test. I did the 
audition. I got on the show. 
And I won $11,500. And this 
was back in 1984. And that 
was enough money for me 
to go to college and to just 
say, ‘Ok, now I have got the 
money. I am going to go to 
college,’” Merrick said.

The City of Alexandria is 
again home for Merrick after 
many years of living else-
where in Northern Virginia.

“My husband and I got 
married in Old Town 28 years 
ago and that is where we 
dated and what not, and now 
we moved back two years 
ago,” Merrick said.

Merrick and her husband, 
Philip, built a life together in 
love and business – and it all 

Statehouse
Monique Miles, former deputy AG 
and Alexandrian, leaves Richmond 

amid controversy. 
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Umbrella Dry Drinks serves up 

mocktails. 

Page 8

 PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Parklets have become a common part of Alexandria business, and the city is looking to make the pro-
gram permanent, which involves a new fee and restrictions for businesses.

City to charge for parklets

From the farm to 
the statehouse
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POP UP!
Saturday, March 19th

9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Gadsby’s Tavern Restaurant  

(small dining room in the back)
Bring your items for framing!

3529 MALVERN COURT | $1,980,000

Custom Carr home on a secluded cul-de-sac 
in Battery Heights! Situated on a beautifully 
landscaped 10,400 sf lot, this home is 4 levels & 
has 6,500 sq ft of living space to include: 6 beds, 5 
full & 2 half baths, 4 fireplaces, den/office, family 
room, breakfast room, eat in kitchen with walk 
in pantry, formal LR & DR, finished LL with 
walk out to custom patio with hot tub. Amazing 
screened in porch with vaulted ceilings off 
kitchen, mud room and 2 car garage. Additional 
storage room.

COMING  

SOON

ONE
DAY

ONLY!

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 
My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & photos, go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Let me put my 34 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
It’s not just my business, it’s my neighborhood!

Weichert
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New public art coming to 
Waterfront Park

The city's newest public 
art installation, “I Love 
You” by Roberto Behar 
and Rosario Marquardt, 
will be unveiled on March 
25, according to a news 
release. 

This installation will 
mark the fourth in the 
“Site See: New Views in Old 
Town” annual public art 
series. It will be on display 
through November 2022 
and accessible from 5 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. daily.

According to the release, 

the concept came from 
Behar and Marquardt's 
desire to bring community-
building to public art. 
The installation features 
the words “I Love You” 
illuminated in pink neon 
lights and mounted 15 feet 
high. Below will be a hand-
painted ground mural of 
a pink and white carpet, 
which is meant to provide 
“an open room welcoming 
everyone,” according to the 
news release.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Community Lodgings to redevelop Elbert 
Avenue Apartments

Community Lodgings, a 
local nonprofit focused on 
providing stable housing to 
those facing homelessness 
and housing instability, 
announced plans to redevelop 
the Elbert Avenue Apartments 
in Arlandria.

On Tuesday, the nonprofit 
announced it had submitted 
a stage one development 
concept plan to the city for 
the project. Built in the 1940s, 
the apartment complex is 
currently spread across three 
three-story buildings with 28 
affordable housing units and 
provides housing to those 

earning at or below 60% of 
the area median income. 
The proposed redevelopment 
project would expand the 
site to include 96 affordable 
housing units, with 20%, or 
about 19 units, dedicated to 
households at or below 50% 
AMI, according to a news 
release. 

The project is part of a 
broader effort by the city 
and nonprofits to maintain 
affordability for residents 
in the majority Latinx 
community that sits in 
close proximity to Amazon 
HQ2 and the upcoming 

Potomac Yard Metro Station. 
The Alexandria Housing 
Development Corporation 
recently announced it 
had acquired Park Vue of 
Alexandria, a 196-unit condo 
community, and would be 
converting it to committed 
affordable housing. 

If Community Lodgings’ 
concept plan is approved, it 
will then seek to rezone the 
property to the Residential 
Multifamily Zone, which will 
require approval from both 
City Council and the Planning 
Commission.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Inova to provide $1 million to  
local nonprofits

Inova Health System 
announced on Monday that 
it will be contributing $1 
million in grant funding to 
nonprofits in Alexandria 
and throughout Northern 
Virginia. 

Nonprofits can now apply 
for grants through Inova’s 
2022 Health Equity Grant 
program, which focuses on 
local nonprofits that aim to 
improve equity. According 
to Inova, this is the largest 

amount of funding provided 
through the program. In 2021, 
Inova provided $240,000 
to 14 Northern Virginia 
nonprofits, including The 
Campagna Center, according 
to a news release.

“With the healthcare 
inequities experienced by 
many in our community 
exacerbated by the global 
pandemic, Inova nearly 
quadrupled its grant funds 
to $1 million and refocused 

the program to specifically 
address health equity 
locally,” according to the 
release.

Nonprofits interested 
in the program can apply 
online at www.inova.org/
about-inova / inova-your-
com mu n it y/com mu n it y-
health-needs-assessments/
inova-health-equity-grants. 
Applications are due by April 
6.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Old Town Festival of Speed & Style to return 
Gearheads rejoice: The 

annual Old Town Festival of 
Speed & Style will return for 
its third annual celebration 
of vintage cars and speedway 
fashion on May 22, according 
to a news release. 

Sponsored by Burke & 
Herbert Bank, the event will 
feature a collection of rare and 
unusual cars from around the 
world. It will stretch across 
the 200 to 400 blocks of King 
Street and the 100 blocks of 
North Royal and North Fairfax 

streets from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Spectators will be able to 

view dozens of cars up close, 
including a mix of Grand 
Touring sports and racing cars 
from the 1950s through the 
1980s, vintage motorcycles 
and modern exotic cars, 
according to the release. 

There will also be a fashion 
demonstration led by celebrity 
stylist Monte Durham, of “Say 
Yes to the Dress – Atlanta,” 
live music provided by local 
musicians and displays and 

information from sponsoring 
organizations. 

The night before the 
festival, the King Street 
High-Octane Ball will take 
place. The ticketed, dress-up 
event “underscores the 
importance of style when 
amalgamated with exotic 
vehicles,” according to the 
release. 

For more information, 
visit https://www.festival 
speedstylealex.com.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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Lite Exercise Partner
Julianna is our pup with the Best Smile and 

while at 90 pounds, she's a little bigger than her 
goal weight; it's something she's working on. 

Julianna is a big girl with a big smile and a bigger 
brain. This American bulldog is happy to show off 

her tricks, including Sit and Shake and many more. 
Julianna plans to lose weight for the summer season, 

and she'd love a best friend who will walk with her.

 Meet Julianna!  
Visit AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Diann
Carlson 

703.628.2440
diann.carlson@gmail.com

Weichert Realtors

"Because everyone deserves a home."
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Offering aid to Ukraine
Options for making tax-
deductible donations 
to humanitarian 
organizations helping 
in Ukraine
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s attack on Ukraine on 
Feb. 24 has left citizens of 
that country reeling, as many 
continue to flee in pursuit of 
safety and protection. As of 
Tuesday, the United Nations 
reported that more than 
two million people have left 
Ukraine already and that 
another two million may do 
the same as the situation 
continues to unfold. With 
people around the world 
looking for ways to provide aid 
and humanitarian assistance 
to those in need, the Times 
has compiled a list of six 
organizations to quicken the 
search. 

Americares 
Americares has an emer-

gency response team based 
in Krakow, Poland to support 
health services for affected 
families. The organization is 
staffed by physicians, nurses 
and other medical profession-
als, and provides primary care 
services and emergency treat-
ment for injuries, both physi-
cal and psychological. It also 
supplies medicine, medical 
supplies, emergency funding 
and relief items to the region. 
For more information, visit 
americares.org. 

Doctors Without Borders
With a longstanding pres-

ence in Ukraine, this organi-
zation is now working to send 
international supplies to the 
country. Its first shipment 
arrived in Kyiv several days 
ago, filled with surgical kits, 
trauma kits and basic neces-
sities for intensive care units, 
emergency rooms and surgical 
operating theaters like instru-
ments, equipment, medicine 
and drugs. They were sent to 
hospitals in the city and other 
towns further east where inju-
ries are growing and supplies 
are dwindling. For more infor-
mation, visit https://donate.
doctorswithoutborders.org/. 

Jewish Federation of 
Greater Washington 

The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Washington opened 
a Ukraine Emergency Fund 
aimed at meeting the grow-
ing humanitarian needs of the 
more than 200,000 members 
of Ukraine’s Jewish commu-
nity. One hundred percent of 
the proceeds go toward the 
fund, and JFGW is working 
with partners on the ground 
like JDC, the Jewish Agency 
for Israel and World ORT. For 
more information, visit https://
connect.shalomdc.org/donate.

Lutheran World Relief 
With an initial $1 million 

commitment to aiding the 
crisis in Ukraine, Lutheran 
World Relief has enlisted its 
humanitarian action team. 

The team is currently identi-
fying and working with part-
ners in and around Ukraine to 
quickly develop programming 
plans based on short- and long-
term needs, such as providing 
food, shelter and other criti-
cally needed items like quilts 
and care kits. For more infor-
mation, visit donate.lwr.org.

Save the Children 
In response to the nearly 

one million children who have 
been forced to flee their homes 
in Ukraine, Save the Children 
set up a Ukraine Crisis Relief 
Fund to provide immediate 
aid to children and families. 
Such services include, but are 
not limited to, food, water, 
hygiene kits, psychosocial 
support and cash assistance. 
For more information, visit 
upport.savethechildren.org.

World Central Kitchen 
Founded by celebrity chef 

José Andrés, World Central 
Kitchen provides emergency 
food relief for numerous coun-
tries. To help Ukrainians, the 
organization began serving 
hot meals at a 24-hour pedes-
trian border crossing in south-
ern Poland. The effort has 
since expanded to Ukraine’s 
borders along Romania, 
Moldova and Hungary. Addi-
tionally, the organization is 
partnering with restaurants in 
Ukraine to provide hot meals 
to those in need. For more 
information, visit wck.org.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

The concert, which 
will take place in Classical 
Movements “secret garden” 
behind its headquarters at 
711 Princess St., will feature 
Ukrainian violinists Zino 
and Natasha Bogachek, as 

well as violist Eric DeWaardt 
and cellist Leowi Lin. 
Performances will take place 
March 22 at 5 and 6:30 p.m. 
Donations will be accepted 
during the event, and the 
donations, as well as a 

portion of the ticket sales, 
will go toward organizations 
providing relief in Ukraine.

To purchase tickets, visit 
www.classicalmovements.
com/secretgardenconcerts.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Classical Movements holds  
concert for Ukraine

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Adult: $45  Student: $15 Youth: $5

(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

Brandenburg,
Vivaldi & Tango

Saturday, March 19  ●  7:30 p.m.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

 2021-2022 Season

Members of the Alexandria 

Symphony Orchestra, led by 

Music Director James Ross, 

present an evening of music 

by Bach, Vivaldi and Piazzolla 

in the intimate setting of St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church. Hear 

the ASO’s Baroque renditions 

with principals from the ASO 

featured as soloists.
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nent program. 
The city had been consid-

ering a parklet program pilot 
in 2019 and had received sign-
off on a two-year pilot from 
the Traffic and Parking Board 
in February 2020, right before 
the pandemic hit.

Initially, the program 
restricted parklets to public 
uses, but the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 
March 2020 resulted in the 
city expanding the program 
to include commercial uses, 
allowing restaurants and 
stores to expand their opera-
tions outside at a time when 
indoor operations were shut-
tered.

City Council approved a 
permanent parklet program 
in October 2021, and the TPB 
subsequently approved a new 
set of parklet requirements 
in November 2021 that estab-
lished specific parameters 
for the location, design and 

maintenance of parklets in the 
permanent program. 

The temporary parklet 
program is set to end on March 
31, but the city is proposing 
an extension until June 30 
at Saturday’s public hearing. 
Council’s decision to delay the 
start date for fees until Oct. 1 
could result in a further exten-
sion of the temporary program 
on Saturday.

According to Katye North, 
division chief of mobility 
services, the more stringent 
requirements are designed to 
ensure the needs of various 
city departments, from the 
fire department to stormwater 
management, are being met 
now that the parking spaces 
could potentially be perma-
nent outdoor dining areas. 
North also said the design 
requirements aim to create a 
more unified set of standards 
for what businesses provide in 
their parklets.

“What you see now is a 
variety of very makeshift to 

some more sturdy platforms. 
I’d say that’s the biggest 
change between what you 
see now versus what we’ll see 
going forward, is having these 
more substantial platforms so 
we have that level connection 
from the sidewalk and that 
ADA access, which we feel is 
important moving forward,” 
North said.

In terms of design, the 
permanent program includes 
regulations for emergency 
access, ADA compliance, light-
ing, heating, landscaping and 
the materials used to create 
the parklet platform. Parklets 
must now also include a plat-
form that is flush with the curb 
and include a three-to-four-
foot-tall barrier around all 
edges of the parklet except the 
side facing the sidewalk.

With the shift to a perma-
nent program, the city 
proposed a new annual parklet 
fee for businesses that want to 
continue using parking spaces 
for commercial use. 

According to the city, the 
new fee, which is based on how 
much parklet space a business 
uses and where in the city it is 
located, is meant to compen-
sate for the revenue lost from 
the removal of a metered park-
ing space. 

In some ways, this is 
not a new concept in Alex-
andria. Some restaurants, 
such as Vola’s Dockside Grill, 
already pay the city a fee for 
the private use of city-owned 
property along the waterfront. 
However, the fee would impact 
many more businesses than 
just those located at the foot of 
King Street.

The fee structure charges 
businesses in popular 
commercial areas, like along 
King Street, about $3,000 per 
parking spot per year, while 
businesses in other commer-
cial areas of the city, such 
as Carlyle, would pay about 
$2,000 per spot. Businesses in 
“equity emphasis areas,” such 
as Arlandria, would pay $1,000 

per spot. 
The city estimates that 

the average revenue brought 
in by a metered parking space 
in commercial areas outside 
King Street is $2,000 per year. 
Meanwhile, in the 100 block 
of King Street, the city esti-
mates average annual revenue 
generated from a single meter 
is $5,000 per year and $3,000 
per year for streets adjacent 
to King Street. These calcu-
lations are based on pre-pan-
demic numbers.

If all 37 of the current 
parklets became perma-
nent, the revenue gener-
ated for the city would be 
about $151,000 per year, 
according to rough esti-
mates from the city. However, 
Max Devilliers, a city plan-
ner working on the parklet 
program, said it is “highly 
unlikely” that every busi-
ness currently in the program 
will continue to participate.  

PARKLETS FROM | 1
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WE’RE BACK!

THURSDAY, MARCH 10
S T O R E  O P E N I N G

3 2 6  K I N G  S T,  A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  2 2 3 1 4

J O I N  U S  F O R  A  
G R A N D  O P E N I N G  C E L E B R AT I O N ,  

SAT U R DAY,  M A R C H  1 9

1 0 A M — 9 P M

Free Marca Verde Olive Oil with $75+ purchase*  
Exclusive offers for the first 250 customers

(*While supplies last. Valid for qualifying purchases from 3/18-3/20 only.)
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started in Alexandria.
“We always loved it, but 

when we first got married, 
we started a business and it 
was an enterprise software 
company that needed a lot of 
broadband and a lot of connec-
tivity, and Old Town wasn’t 
quite ready for that 28 years 
ago. Now of course it is. And 
we always wanted to move 
back and now the kids are in 
college. We downsized. It has 
been great,” Merrick said.

The Merricks have two 
sons: Hudson Merrick, who is 
working on an MBA in avia-
tion business administration 
at Embry Riddle Aeronautical 
University, and Jackson, who 
studies mechanical engineer-
ing at Southern Methodist 
University.

Merrick is now leaving their 
home, at least on weekdays, for 
a townhouse in Richmond, 
where her new appointment 
has her serving in a key state 
position.

“The Secretary of 
Commerce and Trade is the 
quarterback in the admin-
istration to help economic 

growth, to help people achieve 
their potential through good 
jobs, but also to help compa-
nies start to expand and grow, 
relocate companies,” Merrick 
explained.

The secretary of commerce 
and trade also oversees 
several agencies, including the 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development, the 
Department of Energy and the 
Department of Small Business 
and Supplier Diversity.

Youngkin has stated that 
he appointed Merrick to help 
revive Virginia’s workforce, 
which suffered during the 
pandemic.

“Virginia’s jobs machine 
has stalled out, and Caren is 
going to play a pivotal role on 
the team that will jumpstart 
our economy and reinvigo-
rate job growth here in the 
Commonwealth,” Youngkin 
said in a statement.

Merrick expected to fulfill 
an important role assisting 
the governor because of her 
recent work, but also because 
of personal and professional 
connections. Merrick previ-
ously headed the Virginia 
Ready Initiative, a nonprofit 

that Youngkin co-founded 
with his wife, Suzanne.

“I felt a calling to this 
role because obviously I 
supported the governor. He 
is an old friend of mine. We 
worked together on our chil-
dren’s school board together. 
We worked together on the 
Virginia Ready Initiative. He 
and his wife cofounded it, and 
I helped them stand it up. And 
then when he decided to run 
for governor, I was very excited 
because I know him person-
ally,” Merrick said.

Prior to her appointment 
by Youngkin, Merrick was a 
serial entrepreneur, with her 
most successful venture as 
co-founder, along with her 
husband, of WebMethods, Inc., 
a software company. Accord-
ing to Merrick’s LinkedIn page, 
the company grew from their 
basement to a $200 million 
global, Nasdaq company with 
1,100 employees.

“I have been a company 
founder of a start up from 
a very early stage, growing 
it through all the stages to 
being a publicly traded global 
company of 1,100 people. I did 
all of that in Virginia. It was 

a Virginia company. We were 
asked to relocate our company 
by Silicon Valley investors, and 
we said no because we wanted 
to stay in Virginia because we 
love Virginia,” Merrick said.

As the Virginia Ready 
Initiative’s chief executive 
officer, Merrick worked to 
respond to the COVID-19 crisis 
and its impact on the econ-
omy. Merrick left that position 
in order to serve in Richmond, 
where she hopes to help 
recover jobs the state lost over 
the last two years. Merrick 
said Virginia is ranked 27th 
in the nation when it comes to 
pandemic recovery.

“We still have not recov-
ered 200,000 jobs, so we 
are 200,000 jobs fewer than 
we were at the outset of the 
pandemic,” Merrick said. 
“There are many states that 
have recovered all the jobs 
they lost, so I think about that 
every day. How can we help 
employers find the talent they 
need and find the skill [and] 
talent we need?”

She is hoping to forge a 
number of partnerships to fill 
the need and plans to take a 
deep dive into analyzing what 
Virginia must have to move 
forward.

“Some of those jobs have 
gone away and they are not 
going to come back. So, what 
we want to analyze is, what 
percentage of those jobs can 
come back? What are the 
reasons why workers have 
not come back?” Merrick 
said. “And we are collabora-
tively working with the private 
sector, with educational insti-
tutions, with organizations 
that help people to gain skills 
and help to create incentives 
and awards for people who go 
to back to the workplace.”

To complicate the chal-
lenge of finding workers for 
these jobs, Merrick said each 
area of the state has a differ-
ent need. Her task is that of a 
matchmaker’s. She’s also part 
of the effort to support new 
businesses.

“Virginia is such a wonder-

ful place in terms of being 
diverse, diverse skills, diverse 
talents, diverse terrain. It is 
such a remarkable combina-
tion of our regions that makes 
[us] strong. And that is why 
I am really optimistic about 
building out these 400,000 
jobs and 10,000 startups,” 
Merrick said.

While she is working to 
recover jobs and jump start 
business development, Merrick 
said she is optimistic about the 
new challenges she is facing.

No stranger to big jobs, 
Merrick has come a long way 
from her rural upbringing in 
California. Merrick said she 
has always wanted to change 
the world. She’s chosen to do it 
in the state capitol of Virginia 
– and the Port City.

“I am really honored to be 
able to serve Virginians this 
way and to be with such a 
talented group of people, and 
… I welcome hearing from 
Virginians and I am looking 
forward to a very productive 
four years,” Merrick said.

-kimjacks@hotmail.com

MERRICK FROM | 1

 PHOTO/LISA DAMICO
Caren Merrick was appointed 
as the Virginia Secretary of 
Commerce and Trade by Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin (R-VA). Merrick 
had previously served as chief 
executive officer of Youngkin’s 
nonprofit, the Virginia Ready 
Initiative.

703-823-8886 • 4603 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22304 • samuraihibachiva.com

Save 15% on your 
next online order!
Use code “LOCAL” on our website.

Mon-Fri: 11am-9:30pm • Sat-Sun: 11am-10:30pm
Look for us on Facebook and Instagram!

ORDER: SAMURAIHIBACHIVA.COM

Best Sushi in Alexandria
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Alexandria resident 
loses job over praise 
for Jan. 6 rioters
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Alexandria resident 
Monique Miles is no longer 
deputy attorney general of 
government operations and 
transactions for Virginia 
Attorney General Jason 
Miyares, as of March 3.

According to a Washington 
Post article, Miles resigned 
after the publication uncov-
ered Facebook posts she made 
supporting U.S. capitol rioters 
on Jan. 6, 2021 and claiming 
that President Donald Trump 
won the 2020 election. 

But Miles claims that she 
was terminated, not that she 
resigned. 

“This came as a total shock 
to me,” Miles told the Times in 
an interview. “ … I did not tell 
them I was resigning.”

According to Miles, she 

was called into a meeting 
where Chief Deputy Attor-
ney General Chuck Slemp 
did not give her an alterna-
tive. She said she 
never submitted 
her resignation 
but that she was 
asked to surren-
der her badge and 
computer. 

“[Slemp] said 
twice how heart-
breaking this all 
was and how they 
were left with no other option 
but to ask for my resignation,” 
Miles said. “He said the Janu-
ary 6th issue was nuclear. He 
said he had a job to protect 
Jason [Miyares] and the 
office, and that they didn’t 
want the controversy. He said 
it was better for me and Jason 
and the office if we cut ties 
quickly.”

Miyares’ office did not 
respond to the Times’ request 

for comment but previously 
said in a statement that Miles 
surrendered her state govern-
ment I.D. and equipment after 

having a conversa-
tion with Slemp.

“Nevertheless, 
the Office of Attor-
ney General has 
parted ways with 
Ms. Miles for lack 
of transparency 
during her initial 
interviews for the 
position. We appre-

ciate her service and wish her 
well in the future,” the state-
ment reads. 

The Facebook posts in 
question include praise for 
rioters, blames of violence 
on anti-fascist organization 
Antifa and claims that Trump 
won the election.

“News Flash: Patriots 
have stormed the Capitol. No 
surprise. The deep state has 
awoken the sleeping giant. 

Patriots are not taking this 
lying down. We are awake, 
ready and will fight for our 
rights by any means neces-
sary,” Miles wrote. 

“These left wing violent 
loonies better realize that 
DJT is getting a second term,” 
Miles wrote, referring to 
Trump by his initials. 

Of the posts in question, 
Miles said her comments 
were made as news was still 
unfolding. 

“I hadn’t done anything 
wrong. The comments I made 
were as a private citizen, not 
as a public employee, as the 
2020 election and Jan. 6 were 
developing,” Miles said. 

Victoria LaCivita, a spokes-
person for Miyares, said the 
office was unaware of Miles’ 
Facebook posts when she was 
hired, according to the Wash-
ington Post. 

“The Attorney General has 
been very clear – Joe Biden 

won the election and he has 
condemned the January 6th 
attacks,” LaCivita said in a 
statement. 

Prior to her stint with 
the attorney general’s office, 
the Alexandrian resident 
ran unsuccessfully for City 
Council in 2015 and worked 
as a staff attorney for the 
Immigration Reform Law 
Institute, a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to securing 
borders. She was recognized 
by the Alexandria Chamber 
of Commerce’s 40 Under 40 
list in 2019 and founded Old 
Towne Associates, P.C., a law 
firm focused on employment 
law and civil litigation, in 
2013. 

Miles earned a bachelor’s 
degree in foreign affairs and 
philosophy from the Univer-
sity of Virginia and law degree 
from the Regent University 
School of Law.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Monique Miles no longer deputy attorney general

MONIQUE MILES

E N R I C H I N G
L I F E ’ S
J O U R N E Y

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S  
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to 

change is your address.

Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people 

around you.

At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can 

make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people 

in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311
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Resident opens a 
nonalcoholic bar and 
bottle shop
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Samantha Kasten woke up 
one morning in July 2018 after 
drinking too much the night 
before, with a headache and 
an ultimatum presented by her 
mother: Stop drinking now or 
figure it out elsewhere. 

Kasten was living with her 
parents at the time, struggling 
on and off with her relation-
ship to alcohol for most of her 
20s, so such a blunt command 
served as the catalyst she 
needed to finally make some 
changes in her life.  

“She was like, ‘Alright, 
you have to make the deci-
sion today. You have to make 
a choice. You’re faced with 
it. You either stop drinking 
or you go out and live your 
life however you want. But if 
you’re going to stop drinking, 
today’s going to be the day,’” 
Kasten said. 

Since that day, Kasten has 
not tasted one sip of alcohol. 
Instead, she’s embraced the 
sober life head on, got engaged 
to her fiancé and, most 

recently, launched Umbrella 
Dry Drinks, a nonalcoholic bar 
and bottle shop. 

Though her current trajec-
tory is skyrocketing toward 
success, Kasten’s journey has 
been tumultuous at times. She 
said the concept behind the 
business is to carve out a space 
for those who are on a similar 
path, while providing comfort 
and community. 

“The drink itself can be 
whatever. [The business is] 
all about holding a drink and 
feeling included and finding 
that connection with people,” 
Kasten said. 

Simmer to boil
Kasten didn’t drink in high 

school, but entering college 
thrust her into an environ-
ment where attending parties 
and regularly consuming alco-
hol was considered the norm. 
Because everyone else was 
doing it, Kasten didn’t see an 
issue with the amount she was 
drinking. 

But the social activity 
began to affect her life in vari-
ous ways, such as preclud-
ing Kasten from completing 
her degree and getting a DUI 

that landed her in jail for five 
days in 2016. Kasten wouldn’t 
finally quit drinking for two 
more years, but the magnitude 
of the issue slowly came into 
focus. 

“It was becoming more 
clear to me that things were 
not going well for me and I 
wasn’t going to be successful if 
I was going to keep drinking,” 
Kasten said.

After the 2018 incident 
with her mother and subse-
quent sobriety, Kasten and 
her fiancé, Trevor – who 
stopped drinking with her – 
found themselves staying in 
more than going out, because 
socializing often involved 
close proximity to alcohol.

However, one summer the 
couple had tickets to an event 
at Barmini by José Andrés in 
D.C. for their sobriety anni-
versary. The menu included all 
spirit-free mocktails, which, 
for Kasten, kicked open the 
door to a whole new idea of 
what going out could look like. 

“It was mind blowing. I 
thought, ‘Are you kidding me? 
I can go out and have a fancy 

Umbrella Dry Drinks offers 
mocktails in new Old Town pop up

COURTESY PHOTO
Umbrella Dry Drinks’ spiritless sidecar is made with tangerine juice, lemon juice, simple syrup and 
orange bitters.

SEE UMBRELLA | 9

703-684-7702 
techpainting.com 

Thinking of sprucing up your home’s 
interior this year? 

Call us for a FREE estimate, and take 
advantage of our winter discount for 

interior painting performed 
by or before April 2022! 

(Don’t delay! Our calendar is filling up fast!) 
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drink that doesn’t have alco-
hol and feel like I’m part of the 
party, and feel included? That’s 
amazing,’” Kasten recalled. 

A seed was planted, and 
it began to germinate when 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit 
and continued to progress 
throughout 2020. 

Shifting priorities 
Kasten said her Insta-

gram feed began to feature 
more nonalcoholic content 
– whether by algorithm or 
by a general increased inter-
est in sobriety – and connect 
her with a community of 
nondrinkers. 

During this time, she stum-
bled on an account for San’s 
Bar, a fully nonalcoholic bar 
based in Austin, Texas. The 
owner, Chris Marshall, had 
just begun offering a 10-week 
course aimed at teaching 
people how to open up their 
own nonalcoholic business. 

“What’s interesting about 
the alcohol-free bottle shop 
and bar movement is that a lot 
of people are very interested 
and eager to jump in, but they 
have very little money and 
they have very little bartend-
ing or management experi-
ence,” Marshall said. “That 
so mirrors where I was when 
I started San’s Bar in 2017. I 
didn’t quite know where to go. 
So I rolled my experiences into 
that of other people who have 
experience in bar and restau-
rant management and created 
[the] academy.”

Marshall speculated that 
the piqued interest in sobriety 
that produced San’s Bar Acad-
emy in December 2020 stems 
in part from the pandemic, 
a point during which people 
started to engage in more 
self-reflection.

“I think the pandemic was 
the first time people really 
took an opportunity to look 
inside themselves. And I think 
one thing that people really 
looked at was their relation-
ship with alcohol and how it 

impacts their life,” Marshall 
said.

In fact, according to a May 
2020 study by the Interna-
tional Journal of Environmen-
tal Research and Public Health 
published by the National 
Institute of Health, 60% of 
832 participants reported that 
their drinking had increased 
during the pandemic. 

Of that number, 45.7% 
reported that their drink-
ing had increased because of 
stress, 34.4% reported that 
their drinking had increased 
because of the increased avail-
ability of alcohol and 30.1% 
reported that their drinking 
had increased because of bore-
dom. 

Encouraged by the recent 
surge she was seeing in sober 
curiosity in her own commu-
nity, Kasten signed up for the 
San’s Bar Academy program.

“I saw this explosion with 
these nonalcoholic beverages. 
… It’s becoming more normal 
for people to become sober. I 
started noticing a big change,” 
Kasten said. “I was like, ‘There 
needs to be a shop.’” 

Under the umbrella 
Umbrella Dry Drinks offi-

cially launched as a pop-up in 
February 2022, offering every-
thing from spiritless side-
cars to grapefruit mimosas 
composed of ingredients that 
Kasten handpicked and vetted 
herself. 

Umbrella Dry Drinks 
currently offers bar service 
at Fontaine Caffe, located at 
119 S. Royal St.,   from 5 to 9 
p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays and has products 
available at Boxwood, located 
at 128 S. Royal St. 

Since opening, the business 
has taken off, which Kasten 
characterized as “honestly 
overwhelming.” 

“I feel like we’re in this 
new era where people are just 
approaching alcohol differ-
ently. People are approaching 
the people that don’t drink 
alcohol differently. It’s not 
really questioned as much 

anymore, which is awesome,” 
Kasten said. “I’m hoping that 
in five to 10 years, when you go 
into a bar or restaurant there 
are equal options on both sides 
of alcohol versus no alcohol.”

Kasten is in the process 
of searching for a permanent 
location for Umbrella Dry 
Drinks in Old Town, though 
she doesn’t have a timeline yet 
for how long that will take. She 
also does not plan on adding 
alcoholic options to the menu.

“I don’t ever want anyone 
to be in a position [where] they 
feel uncomfortable or question 
their sobriety or have anyone 
else question their sobriety, or 
just their choice to not drink,” 
Kasten said. 

Marshall’s own journey 
with alcohol started with 
his first drink at age 16. He 
stopped drinking at 23 and 
said that much of the progress 
he made in his early recovery 
could be attributed to a sense 
of community. 

“[Being with] people who 
were my friends and who 
loved me enough [to help] 
me love myself made a very 
early impression on me, and 
I realized that so much of 
getting better is community,” 
Marshall said. 

Marshall eventually went 
on to become a licensed 
substance abuse counselor 
for eight years. Now, creating 
a safe space for sober people 
to meet other sober people 
is what Marshall teaches in 
his course and what Kasten 
hopes to achieve through her 
business. 

Kasten has found that 
the decision to avoid alco-
hol appeals not only to those 
who are sober and in recov-
ery, but also to people who are 
on medication, pregnant or 
simply want to cut back. 

“There are literally so 
many reasons as to why some-
one would not drink alcohol, 
so my concept is, ‘If you want 
to stay dry, come hang out 
under this big umbrella with 
us,” Kasten said.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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EXPERIENCE YMCA SUMMER CAMP 2022

YMCA ALEXANDRIA

www.ymcadc.org   

REGISTER

NOW!

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street | http://thelittletheatre.com/

What does it take to 
accomplish social 

change? Set in 1896 at 
Cambridge University, 
this historical drama 

follows the story of four 
women fighting for an 

education, set against the 
backdrop of the women’s 

suffrage movement.

Feb. 26 – Mar. 19, 2022

**COVID Policy Revised – effective February 
6, 2022. Please visit our website for details.

written by Jessica Swale 
produced by Lloyd Bittinger, Margaret Chapman and 

Christine Farrell directed by Marzanne Claiborne 
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For comparison’s sake, the 
FY2023 budget just proposed 
by City Manager Jim Parajon is 
$829,900,000, meaning reve-
nue from the parklets would 
be 0.02% of next year’s budget. 
On Tuesday, council also 
approved staff’s recommen-
dation for a 50% reduction in 
the fee for the first year of the 
permanent program, bringing 
estimated city revenue from 
the program to about $75,500, 
without the impact of the fee 
delay factored in.

Several aspects of the 
permanent program, including 
the cost and process involved 
with designing parklet plat-
forms, have raised concerns 
among members of the local 
business community, but the 
proposed fee has received the 
most criticism.

Stacey Wharam’s restau-
rant, Fontaine Caffe & 
Creperie, is located at 119 S. 
Royal St., off of King Street. 
With four parking spaces, 
Wharam would pay $12,000 
annually for her parklet fees, 
which she argued is a steep 
price to pay at “the height of a 
supply chain and inflation and 
labor problem.”

“We are all struggling 

enough as it is,” Wharam said. 
“… Our margins are tight. Our 
supply chain issues are result-
ing in costs of products like 
we’ve never seen before. It’s 
$75 for a case of limes right 
now.”

The total cost to restau-
rants and retailers would actu-
ally be considerably higher, as 
costs to design and build plat-
forms that comply with city 
requirements, plus other costs 
associated with the new city 
regulations, could make this 
an expensive proposition for 
restaurants.

According to city staff, the 
estimated cost of building a 
platform could range between 
$5,000 and $10,000. Each busi-
ness would have one platform 
that runs the entire length of 
its parklet. The first-year 50% 
fee reduction is meant, in part, 
to balance the steep upfront 
cost many businesses will 
have to take on if they want 
to continue with the program, 
staff said.

“The intent of the reduc-
tion is to try to acknowledge 
that this is a new fee program 
and that there will be some 
buildout costs for businesses 
that are looking to participate 
in this program,” Alex Block, 
a city planner in the mobility 

services division, said on Tues-
day. “We want to acknowledge 
that and give a chance to ease 
into the program.”

Wharam said should the 
fee become cost-prohibitive 
and prevent her from provid-
ing outdoor dining in her 
parklets, she risks losing staff 
members who rely on the tips 
provided by customers, most 
of whom are eating outdoors. 

Despite her concerns, 
Wharam said she wants to find 
a solution that works for both 
the city and local restaurants. 
Mike Anderson, a partner in 
Homegrown Restaurant Group, 
shared a similar sentiment.

“I don’t think it’s unfair 
that the city wants to charge 
for [parklets] out there. I think 
they’re asking for too much,” 
Anderson said. 

Between the city’s 5% 
meals tax and business license 

fees, Anderson said the cost of 
operating a restaurant in Alex-
andria is already high.

Despite the 50% reduc-
tion, Wharam pushed back on 
the concept of an annual fee 
altogether, instead arguing in 
favor of a monthly fee based on 
a set percentage of sales. 

“If you do that and we 
report monthly and we pay 
monthly, then in months 
like January where we’re 
completely dead, there’s no 
outdoor dining, we’re not 
penalized. And for the months 
like July where we’re crushing 
it, they get a little more reve-
nue,” Wharam said. “This way 
I don’t have to stroke a check 
for $12,000 where it’s really 
going to harm me.”

North said a percentage of 
sales-based approach presents 
some administrative chal-
lenges for the city.

“I think this is our first 
attempt at these fees, and 
we’re going to see how it goes, 
and that doesn’t mean it can’t 
be adjusted in future years if 
we have to,” North said.

In lieu of getting rid of an 
annual fee, Anderson said 
he’d like to see the city set up 
a grant program that restau-
rants can use to improve their 
parklets and outdoor dining 
spaces, something several 
members of council also 
proposed on Tuesday.

“Maybe some of these 
funds that are going into 
paying [for the parklets] can 
be funneled back in via some 
sort of grant that we can use 
to make our patios even more 
customer and pedestrian 
friendly,” Anderson said.

The fee is not the only piece 

of the permanent program 
that has raised some eyebrows 
in the business community. 
The specific design and main-
tenance requirements have 
also left some business owners 
scratching their heads.

Parklet platforms will 
need to be even with the top 
of the curb to provide access 
for customers with disabili-
ties. However, the platform 
also needs to provide enough 
space for proper drainage to 
take place in the gutter pan. 
For business owners, that 
means the platform must be 
designed so there is two feet of 
clearance from the curb for the 
gutter pan while still main-
taining a platform surface for 
people to walk on.

That leaves a two-foot 
space underneath the plat-
form that needs to be cleaned 
out daily and could present 
a potential rodent problem 
if every piece of trash isn’t 
cleaned out, Wharam said.

“Rats don’t need a big 
opening. Let’s talk about the 
rat that’s under there and what 
happens when my customer 
sees it,” Wharam said. “The 
city doesn’t have a plan in 
place other than to tell us to 
clean it daily.”

Devilliers said the city 
has discussed this issue and 
stressed the need for busi-
nesses to adhere to the main-
tenance requirements laid out 
in the program. Those require-
ments include regular sweep-
ing and cleaning of the parklet 
space and platform – as well 
as underneath the platform – 
removal of debris or trash and 
pest control when necessary. 
Like with any other permit 
issued by the city, inspec-
tors will regularly examine 
parklets and can issue a viola-
tion if a business is not prop-
erly maintaining the space.

On Saturday, council will 
vote on a potential extension 
of the temporary program. 
First-year permits and the new 
fees will take effect on Oct. 1 
and last until Sept. 30, 2023.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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I don't think it's unfair 
that the city wants to charge 

for [parklets] out there. I think 
they're asking for too much."

– Mike Anderson, partner, 
Homegrown Restaurant Group

 PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
For Fontaine Caffe & Creperie owner Stacey Wharam, the new parklet fee would result in a $12,000 
annual payment.
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Fifth grade students at 
Alexandria Country Day 
School have been hard at 
work in their drama classes, 
attempting to bring some 

levity to the ancient genre of 
Greek tragedy on the ACDS 
stage. Laughs came at the 
audience from all angles as 
students performed four 

short plays: “The Gods and 
Goddesses Bake Off,” “Pando-
ra’s Box,” “Demeter and Perse-
phone” and “Orpheus and 
Eurydice.”

ACDS students explore Greek tragedy

Learning has taken on 
an air of friendly compe-
tition at Fusion Academy. 
After discovering that some 
students weren’t familiar with 
U.S. geography, the history 
department implemented 
a campus-wide geography 
initiative to help students get 
better acquainted with U.S. 
geography, namely states and 
capitals.

Each week, students gather 

on Wednesdays to show off 
their skills. The program, set 
to last five weeks, varies in skill 
and difficulty. The first week 
began with an introduction to 
U.S. political maps to familiar-
ize students. The next week, 
the competition commenced. 
Students separated into teams 
to work on maps of the U.S. 
and had a short period of 
time in which to list all the 
states. Pencils flew and whis-

pers abounded as the students 
worked together to complete 
their lists. The winning team 
managed to list 48 states, 
with the other teams not far 
behind.

The contest will change 
as the weeks go on and more 
elements will be added. 
Students will work on filling 
in states and capitals by region 
and eventually work to fill in a 
blank map. 

Geography takes shape at Fusion

Out of the classroom 
Education section LESSONS 

FOR AGES 
3 TO 93 

Now offering: Piano, Guitar, Ukulele, 
Violin, Viola, Preschoolers and 
Kinder Partner Piano Lessons!

120 S. Royal St. | 703 341 7341  
www.oldtownmusicschool.com

Learning is a year-long 
endeavor at Samuel W. 
Tucker Elementary School, 
where faculty and staff work 
diligently to ensure each 
student can flourish and 
reach their full potential. 
Tucker’s learning community 
nurtures a sense of indepen-
dence and curiosity through 
innovative instructional 
experiences that engage and 
challenge students at every 
level.

Students grow into avid, 
lifelong learners at Tucker by 
celebrating diverse perspec-
tives, cultures and languages 
every day. Nestled in the 
back of the Cameron Station 
neighborhood, Tucker is 
Alexandria’s only school 
to operate on a year-round 
calendar. Its unique sched-
ule is simply one of the best 

ways to keep students grow-
ing academically, socially 
and emotionally.

Optional intersessions 
during the fall and spring, 
a hallmark of the school’s 
modified calendar, engage 
students in learning oppor-
tunities that go beyond a 
traditional classroom expe-
rience. Students are encour-
aged to spread their wings 
and explore everything from 
piano to zoology.

Tucker’s active parent 
community supports multi-
ple activities including a 
robotics partnership. Other 
special initiatives at Tucker 
include Bicycling in Schools, 
Book Buddies, Heritage Night 
and LINK Club out-of-school 
time program.

This is advertorial content.

Samuel W. Tucker Elementary School
School Profile

School Name: Samuel W. 
Tucker Elementary School
Address: 435 Ferdinand Day 
Drive, Alexandria 22304
Built: 2000 
Grades: K to fifth grade
Number of students: 776
Mission: Our mission is 
to equip students with 
the knowledge, skills and 
experiences necessary to 
flourish as lifelong learners.
Mascot: Tigers
Motto: Tucker Elementary: A 
proud tradition, a great future.
Principal: Rene Paschal
Staff with post-grad 
degrees: 73%
Website:  
www.acps.k12.va.us/tucker
Contact:  samueltucker@
acps.k12.va.us

AT A GLANCE

PHOTOS/SAMUEL W. TUCKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

AT
alexandriatimes

follow us on 
instagram 
#alexandriatimes #alextimes #alexandriava 
#alxva
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ILS performs well in Classical 
Learning Test

Earlier this year, the 
Classical Learning Test 
announced its 2021 school 
rankings for the CLT8, recog-
nizing the top 20 performing 
schools from the 2020-2021 
academic year. Immanuel 
Lutheran School was recog-
nized as the ninth highest 
performing middle school in 
the country participating in 
the CLT8 in 2021.

Each year, ILS 7th and 

8th grade students join peers 
from across the country in 
taking the CLT8 exam. This 
test is a diagnostic benchmark 
test, which contains three 
sections: verbal reasoning, 
grammar/writing and quanti-
tative reasoning. Hundreds of 
CLT partner schools offer the 
CLT8 to students in 7th and 
8th grades.

The CLT offers a variety 
of assessments designed to 

provide an accurate and rigor-
ous assessment of a student’s 
accomplishments and poten-
tial. The CLT is designed for 
11th and 12th grade students 
as a college-entry exam simi-
lar to the SAT and ACT. The 
CLT10, for 9th and 10th grade 
students, is comparable to 
the PSAT, while the CLT8 has 
been developed to be a diag-
nostic and summative exam 
to track student growth.

Browne Academy’s lower 
school students didn’t just 
pick up a book for Read 
Across America Week, they 
went all in. 

Students came in their 
coziest sleeping attire to read 
and discuss “Pajama Day.” 
They dressed as rock stars 

to learn about everyone’s 
favorite “decision-mak-
ing” game through the 
book “The Legend of Rock 
Paper Scissors.” On the day 
they read “Redwoods” and 
completed a related activity, 
the students donned their 
best tourist garb.

Read Across America 
Week at Browne

The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes Upper School Stage 
One Players are performing 
“Cinderella” from March 4 to 
March 12.

“Cinderella” is a clas-
sic tale. This production is 
based on the musical written 
for television, which starred 
Julie Andrews, in 1957. Later 
it played on stage, with music 
by Richard Rodgers and a 
book and lyrics by Oscar 
Hammerstein II. It is based 
upon the fairy tale “Cinder-
ella,” particularly the French 

version of “Cendrillon, ou la 
Petite Pantoufle de Verre,” 
by Charles Perrault. The 
show is about dreams that 
come true, a glass slipper 
and the determined hope to 
find happiness.

Remaining shows are 
on Friday at 7:30 p.m. and 
Saturday at 3 p.m. at the 
Chapel Performing Arts 
Center, located at 1000 St. 
Stephen’s Road. Tickets are 
currently on sale for $5 at 
https://sssas.ludus.com/
index.php.

SSSAS presents 
“Cinderella”

PHOTO/SSSAS
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes upper school students perform 
“Cinderella.”

Alexandria City Public 
Schools’ virtual Noche de 
Ciencias, or Night of Science, 
held March 2 to 3, helped 
provide exposure to science, 
technology, engineering and 
math to encourage students 
in a career in these fields. The 
virtual program was hosted by 
the Society of Hispanic Profes-
sional Engineers in collabora-
tion with the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office and ACPS.

This year’s program 
featured more than 10 
STEM-focused federal agen-
cies, institutions of higher 
learning and educational 
software developers, includ-
ing NASA, Howard Univer-
sity, 7 Generation Games and 
more. Families connected with 
experts who offered engag-
ing chats, design challenges 
and follow-along experiments 
using ordinary household 

items. 
“Early exposure to STEM 

positively influences a student 
and increases the likelihood 
of the student to choose their 
career path in STEM. The 
‘Noche de Ciencias’ event is 
designed to introduce the 
possibilities of STEM activi-
ties to our students and their 
families,” Edgar Martinez, 
president of the SHPE-USPTO 
chapter, said.

ACPS students explore STEM at 
Noche de Ciencias

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Piano, guitar, voice, 
strings, and woodwinds 

lessons for all ages
 and levels!

Highest quality  
private lessons 

taught by creative 
and engaging faculty

571.970.2615 
opalmusicstudio.com

SPRING
AS-IS
BIKE
SALE
Sun.March 13,9am-1pm
We sell as-is bikes, 
accessories, and clothing*
Hundreds of bikes for all 
ages from $35+
First 100 people will receive a 
free espresso!
*All items are used and sold as-is.

1502 Mt.Vernon Ave Alexandria,VA 
behind al’s steak | velocitycoop.org
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Alexandria educator 
left behind legacy of 
community service
BY CHAR MCCARGO BAH

Helen Lumpkins Day, 
an educator at Parker-Gray 
School and Charles Houston 
Elementary School between 
the 1930s and 1970s, was a 
role model for many children 
in Alexandria.

She was a disciplinarian. 
If you were fortunate to have 
Ms. Day as your teacher during 
her 46-year tenure in Alexan-
dria City Public Schools, you 
would have received a first-
class education and someone 
that would continue to check 
on your progress. She cared 
deeply for the children she 
taught – she loved teaching. 
She was also a leader in social, 
cultural, educational and 
political organizations and 
was active in her community. 

Day was one of the found-
ers of the Hopkins House in 
1939, along with Connie Chis-
sell, Edith L. Allen, Leon C. 
Baltimore Jr., Margaret Evans, 
Samuel W. Madden, Richard 
Poole, Alma P. Murray and 
Evelyn Johnson Williams, who 
formed the Hopkins House 
Association in the 1930s. 

Before funds were available, 
the association volunteered 
their services. 

With the other founders, 
Day established a daycare 
nursery and after-school 
programs, where each of 
them provided services until 
funding came through from 
the Community Trust. Day 
continued her work in fund-
raising and program develop-
ment in the preschool daycare 
facility for the children of 
African American working 
parents. At a time when Alex-
andria was still segregated, 
Day cared about the poor and 
their families. 

In addition to her devotion 
to children and fundraising, 
she was also active in many 
other organizations, includ-
ing:  the Mental Health Asso-
ciation of Alexandria; League 
of Women Voters; Margaret 
Evans Federated Club; Council 
of Social Agencies; Alexandria 
Retired Teachers Associa-
tion; Alexandria Tuberculosis 
Association; American Red 
Cross; Girl Scouts of Amer-
ica, where she formed Brownie 
Troop No. 8; National Associa-
tion of Colored Women; United 
Way Washington Metropoli-
tan Area; and the Psi Gamma 

Mu Sorority. 
Because of Day’s lifetime 

commitment to her commu-
nity in the City of Alexan-
dria, she received two special 
honors. One was from the 
Hopkins House, which named 
their preschool academy after 
her. The second honor came 
from Congressional Public 
Law 102-448 on Oct. 23, 1992, 
through the 102nd Congress 
Act, to designate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal 
Service located at 1100 Wythe 
St. in Alexandria as the Helen 

Day United States Post Office. 
The naming of those two facil-
ities showed the community’s 
recognition of what Day had 
given to Alexandria. 

Day was born to a family 
that emphasized hard work 
and education. She was born 
on July 4, 1905 to Patrick 
Lumpkins and Lucy Webb. 
Day’s father was born into 
slavery, and he was only a 
young boy when the Civil 
War ended. Encouraged by 
his parents to get an educa-
tion from Snowden School for 

Boys, a school for only African 
Americans, Patrick completed 
his education in Washing-
ton, D.C. by attending Howard 
University. He later became 
a schoolteacher and a choir 
director at Roberts Chapel, 
known today as Roberts 
Memorial United Method-
ist Church. Day’s grandfather 
was an established business-
man. With encouragement by 
her family, Day followed in her 
father’s footsteps.

The legacy of Helen  
Lumpkins Day 

 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA PUBLIC SCHOOL ARCHIVE
Helen Lumpkins Day (middle right) and the 1938 Parker Gray School faculty.
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Use colors, durable 
materials and creative 
design to create an 
outdoor oasis
BY FAMILY FEATURES

Installing or updating 
a deck can transform your 
outdoor living area. Not only is 
a deck aesthetically appealing, 
but it also allows you to create 
additional space for a wide 
range of uses, whether it’s a 
lively entertainment zone or 
tranquil, relaxing retreat.

If you’re planning a deck 
build or renovation in 2022, 
consider incorporating one or 
more of these design trends 
identified by Westlake Royal 
Building Products, a manufac-
turer and distributor of mate-
rials for home remodeling, 
building and construction.

Creativity in design
While decking design 

features used to be reserved for 

luxury upgrades, creative flair 
is increasingly mainstream. 
Some options for incorporat-
ing greater depth and style 
into your deck design include 
mixing and matching boards 
to create patterns, inlays 
and focal points or utilizing 
two-tone designs for more 
visually interesting aesthetics.

On-trend colors
Classic lumber-toned 

decks never go out of style, 
but adding some flair with 
an eye-catching color is a 
subtle way to elevate your 
deck’s aesthetic appeal. Some 
designs incorporate color 
throughout while another 
way to bring color to your 
deck is through distinctive 
inlay design or other design 
features.

Working with a product like 
Zuri Premium Decking gives 
you a selection of six on-trend 
colors, including hickory, a 

true mid-tone brown, as well 
as chestnut, walnut, pecan, 
Brazilia and weathered gray. 
The planks feature minimal 
grain repetition to capture the 
look of true exotic hardwood 
with no painting, staining or 
resealing needed, and all are 
backed by a 25-year warranty 
against color shifting.

Multi-seasonal spaces
Once you create an incred-

ible outdoor space, you’ll 
likely want to use it as often 
as possible. That’s why many 
homeowners are designing 
decks with multiple seasons in 
mind. Features like retractable 
walls can help you block cool 
breezes and trap the warmth 
of space heaters or a fireplace, 
while roofs provide shade and 
fans help circulate the breeze 
during warmer months. Decks 
built with clean, simple lines 
can offer a connection to 
nature as well as convenience 

for homeowners transitioning 
from indoor to outdoor spaces.

Popularity of 
composite decking

Weather patterns can 
cause substantial damage to 
a home’s exterior materials, 
including a deck where natural 
wood is prone to drying out. 
This creates an upkeep cycle 
that requires ongoing invest-
ments of time and money. An 
alternative to natural wood 
combines the low-mainte-
nance, high-durability proper-
ties of composite decking with 
the exterior environment-de-
fining presence of exotic 
wood. The result is an authen-
tic look with zero-mainte-
nance upkeep.

Bringing the inside out
A deck’s design elements 

were once limited to predict-
able furnishings like a picnic 
table and grill, but those days 
are gone. Homeowners seek-
ing to create an outdoor oasis 
are bringing amenities of the 
indoors outside. You’ll find 
outdoor kitchens and weath-
er-proof TVs, rugs and furni-
ture, allowing homeowners 
to incorporate the conve-
nience and comfort of indoor 
living rooms and kitchens into 

their outdoor spaces despite 
elements like snow, wind and 
rain.

Masonry as an 
accessory

If you love the look of 
masonry but have your heart 
set on a deck, you can take 
the path of many homeown-
ers and incorporate masonry 
as an accessory or design 
element. Mixing building 
mediums provides texture, 
which creates an immersive 
tactile experience through 
sight and touch. Options like 
a fireplace or fire pit, pillars, 
skirting, bench seats, plant-
ers, water features, kitchen or 
bar space and walkways can 
all complement and enhance 
the decking so you get to enjoy 
the best of both worlds.

Clean sightlines
A deck is an ideal vantage 

point when you have a beauti-
ful view to enjoy and using the 
right materials can enhance 
that experience. Creating a 
clean, sophisticated and unob-
structed view is easy when you 
outfit your deck with the right 
lighting and use cable or glass 
railings, which provide safety 
along with clear views of the 
landscape beyond.

On-trend ideas for sprucing 
up your deck

 PHOTO/WESTLAKE ROYAL BUILDING PRODUCTS
Add some texture to your deck by mixing in different building materials, such as brick in the form of a 
fireplace.

 PHOTO/WESTLAKE ROYAL BUILDING PRODUCTS
For high durability and low maintenance, consider using composite 
decking instead of natural wood for your deck.

HOMES 
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Day attended Hallow-
ell School for Colored Girls 
in Alexandria, and then she 
attended Dunbar High School 
and Miner Teachers College in 
Washington, D.C. It was not 
an easy road. She took public 
transportation from Alex-
andria to Washington, D.C., 
where she often had to walk 
the 21 blocks from down-
town D.C. to school, but she 
was determined to complete 
her education. Again, Day 
followed in her father’s foot-
steps when she became 
Roberts’ organist.

Day died on June 1, 1992, 
one month before her 87th 
birthday. Her husband, 
Lawrence Day, her daughter, 
Bernice Lee, and Bernice’s 
husband, Harold Lee, two 
grandchildren and many 

friends and former students 
mourned her death.

Day was a woman with 
many accomplishments, 
talents and skills. Alexandria 
was fortunate to have her as 
one of its own. 

Former students, family 
members, friends and the 
community will always 
remember Day for the service 
she provided. The next time 
you visit the Helen Day Post 
Office on Wythe Street, take 
time to remember her.

Char McCargo Bah is a 
freelance writer, independent 

historian, investigative 
researcher and professional 

genealogist and a Living 
Legend of Alexandria. 

You can visit her blog at 
www.theotheralexandria.
com to learn more about 
“The Other Alexandria.”
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 PHOTO/LAWRENCE P. ROBINSON
From left: Welton and Nellie Brooks Quander, Nelson and Gloria Greene, Lawrence and Helen Lumpkins 
Day and Lucille and Ferdinand T. Day at a Departmental Progressive Club social.

The Other Alexandria

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

This well-maintained, 
move-in ready, five-bedroom, 
three-full bath Cambridge 
Model south facing home is 
located in one of the most 
sought after areas of Wayne-
wood. It is sited on a large, 
flat corner lot across from 
the Waynewood Recreation 
Grounds. It has been recently 
updated and renovated with 
some new appliances and 
major systems, including elec-
trical, HVAC and plumbing. 

Enter this freshly painted, 
split-foyer home through the 
double front doors to find 
original hardwood floors, 
newly installed recessed light-
ing throughout and solid wood 
interior doors. There are also 
two wood burning fireplaces 
on this level. 

The kitchen boasts gran-
ite countertops, stainless 

Left: The home sits on a corner in one of the most sought after areas of Waynewood.
Middle: The kitchen features granite countertops, stainless steel appliances and a new dishwasher.
Right: The family and dining rooms connect to an outdoor deck that overlooks the Waynewood fields.

Updated, spacious living in Waynewood

COURTESY PHOTO

Address: 1014 

Potomac Lane, 

Alexandria 22308

Price: $1,083,000

Bedrooms: 5

Bathrooms: 3

Contact:

Katharine Kratovil

Coldwell Banker Realty

Kathy.Kratovil@

cbmove.com

C: 202-285-6391 

O:703-518-8300

steel appliances, a decorative 
backsplash and a new dish-
washer. The family and sepa-
rate dining areas connect to 
the outdoor deck looking over 
the Waynewood fields and 
fully fenced backyard. It has 
an underground sprinkler as 
well as newly installed WiFi 
enabled RainBird system. 

The upper level has three 
well-appointed bedrooms and 
two full baths, both of which are 

updated. The ensuite primary 
bedroom, has a large walk-in 
closet and renovated bathroom. 

The lower level boasts two 
newly renovated additional 
bedrooms with new carpet 
and a drop ceiling that was 
removed and replaced with 
drywall, as well as one full 
renovated bath and a large rec 
room with a walkout to the 
backyard. The 21x15’ utility 
room provides additional stor-

age and a second refrigerator. 
Just minutes from Old 

Town, Mount Vernon, Fort 
Belvoir, shops, restaurants, 
Sherwood Hall Regional 
Library and the Potomac River, 
this property is located just off 
the scenic George Washington 
Parkway where walking and 
bicycle paths abound. Don't 
forget to view the 3D tour and 
virtually walk-through this 
stunning home.



16 |MARCH 10, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

One of the great success stories of the COVID-19 pandemic is the 
way Alexandria’s government worked to boost restaurants and retail 
stores, which were particularly hard-hit by Richmond-mandated 
shutdowns. Creativity and ingenuity abounded. 

Some restaurants utilized their wait staff as delivery drivers to 
enable them to continue earning money when their dining rooms 
were ordered closed. Restaurant Week, promoted twice yearly by Visit 
Alexandria, was for a time takeout-only and lifted sales when help was 
sorely needed. 

Expanded sidewalk dining and parklets proved a lifeline for many 
restaurants and retail stores. Most people enjoy outdoor dining, and 
Alexandria’s climate is temperate enough that with heaters, tents and 
fans, the hardiest among us can eat outside much of the year. 

The city collaborated with restaurants to help them set up outdoor 
operations quickly, with minimal red tape. Residents who had been 
shut inside their homes and were fearful of dining indoors even after 
the mandated shutdown ended ventured to dine outdoors. 

Expanded outdoor dining, including use of parklets, has been 
a win-win-win situation. It’s been a boost to the mental health of 
Alexandrians who were starving for socialization and craving good 
meals. It helped many restaurants survive the pandemic. And it kept 
hospitality taxes flowing into city coffers.

The city was able to expedite the use of parklets because it already 
had a parklet program in the works, much the same way mRNA 
technology was able to expedite effective and safe COVID-19 vaccines 
because mRNA experimentation had been taking place for decades.

Now that the pandemic crunch has eased, at least for now, it’s 
understandable that the city planners who developed the idea want to 
move ahead with implementation of a permanent program with fees 
and design and maintenance parameters.

While predictable, we don’t think that’s wise. Instead, we think 
the current program should be extended indefinitely, not just by a few 
months, and the whole topic should be re-examined.

We are generally in favor of preserving as much parking throughout 
Alexandria as possible and have criticized the city for removing parking 
spaces and public sidewalks in favor of things such as bikeshare racks 
and scooters. But providing a helping hand to Alexandria’s restaurant 
and retail sectors is worth losing a few dozen parking spaces citywide.

First, most retail establishments are likely to value parking in front 
of their stores over parklets. For them, displaying merchandise on 
sidewalks on nice days rather than in parklets probably makes the most 
sense. Loss of parking spaces for retail use is likely to be minimal.

But for many restaurants, we believe the parklets they’ve 
established could be the difference between survival and failure. The 
city’s decision to let restaurants establish parklets was wonderful, but 
it would be a shame to undermine the initiative by imposing fees that 
would be a literal drop in the bucket to overall city revenues – but could 
be the difference between profitability and shuttering for restaurants.

For instance, the city says there are currently 37 parklets operating 
in the city. For argument’s sake, let’s assume that number increases 
to 50 parklets, utilizing two parking spaces each and that they fall in 
the $2,000 per space per year category, the middle tier of the city’s fee 
structure. This would raise a total of $200,000 annually for the city, 
which would equate to 2/100ths of 1% of Alexandria’s proposed fiscal 
year 2023 budget of $829,900,000. 

The parklet boom was a boon to restaurants. Don’t ruin it with fees 
and regulations.

The city giveth, and the city 
taketh away

PHOTO/JOSEPH OLIVA
A recent spectacular sunrise looking from Alexandria over the 
Potomac River.

Your Views

‘Driving on sunshine?’ Perhaps not
To the editor:

Rev. Ian Markham’s notion of “driving on sunshine” in his Feb. 24 column strikes a 
hopeful tone about a transition to electric vehicles by drawing on historical analogies with 
the switch from horses to internal-combustion automobiles and trucks.

But the amount of sunlight reaching a typical roof, even of a seminary building, poses a 
challenge with charging electric vehicles: A typical solar panel produces 0.32 kW – and only 
during daylight when it isn’t cloudy – whereas a Tesla typically takes 50 kW for its battery 
to reach a normal charge, so 150 17.5-square foot solar panels would be needed for just one 
automobile.

Because it takes so long to charge an electric vehicle, overnight at home or half an hour 
even at a “supercharger,” compared to five minutes to fill up at a gasoline station, gaso-
line-powered vehicles are not going out of fashion anytime soon.  

As a practical matter, electricity for electric vehicles will for the foreseeable future still 
have to rely on conventional electricity generation – from nuclear or fossil fuels – as hydro-
electric has reached its upper limit and biomass and other avant garde forms popular with 
green groups have practical limitations.  

The problem with horses is that they stink, dirty the streets and have to be fed even 
when not being used. But during the shift from horse-drawn vehicles to automobiles and 
trucks, whose pollution is less visible but more catastrophic, there was clean electric trans-
portation in the form of electric street railways.

Competition with automobiles for street space and passengers ultimately caused elec-
tric street railways to become obsolete, but soon thereafter our metropolitan area realized 
we had a transportation need they fulfilled, and we began building the Washington Metro.  

Had urban transportation experts been more far-sighted, they would have resisted 
more strenuously the shift to automobiles in the first place.

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Our View Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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Building back better

Filling in the Blanks 
with Meagan L. Alderton

BY MEAGAN L. ALDERTON

We celebrate the achievements of 
women during Women’s History Month 
in March as the Virginia School Boards 
Association has also designated it Equity 
in Education Month. While 
women have made great strides 
in the pursuit of equality over 
the years, equity remains a 
work in progress for women and 
in the educational arena.

When we talk about equal-
ity, it means each individual or 
group of people are given the 
same resources and opportu-
nities, regardless of circum-
stances. One example of women 
achieving equality would be the Nineteenth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution guar-
anteeing American women the right to vote. 
Equity, on the other hand, recognizes that 
each individual has different circumstances 
and needs, meaning different groups of 
people need different resources and oppor-
tunities in order to thrive. 

I came to Alexandria City Public Schools 
in 2005 and served as a special educa-
tion teacher at George Washington Middle 
School, Francis C. Hammond Middle School 
and Samuel W. Tucker Elementary School. 
I continue to be proud to represent women 
in education. I was first elected to the Alex-
andria School Board District C in November 
2018 and am the second African American 
female to be elected as board chair, follow-
ing Shirley Tyler. 

While women had to fight for the right 
to be afforded an education, we have always 
been a driving force in putting the focus on 
the importance of education in one’s life. 
Former First Lady Abigail Adams was an 
early advocate for women’s rights. She was 
also a vital confidant and advisor to her 
husband John Adams, the second U.S. pres-
ident. She opposed slavery and was vocal in 
her support of women being educated.

Our first lady today, Jill Biden, Ph.D., 
imparts her wisdom in the classroom at 
Northern Virginia Community College 
where she has worked since 2009. During 
a U.S. Department of Education Equity 
Summit Series in June of 2021, Biden said 
schools nationwide have long grappled 
with issues of inequity, especially among 
students of color, those from low-income 

homes, students with disabilities and 
English language learners. She stressed 
that as we recover from the pandemic, “It’s 
on all of us to ensure we don’t return to the 
same broken systems of the past, but build 
back better than before.”

I am proud to say that, in 
ACPS, we work every day to 
level the playing field as we 
move forward the 2025 ACPS 
Strategic Plan: Equity for All 
mission. The strategic plan is 
visionary in that it addresses 
barriers to learning and sets 
clear division-wide priori-
ties and programs aimed at 
eliminating opportunity and 
achievement gaps as our work 

moves forward. In an effort to measure 
progress, on March 11 ACPS is launching its 
second Equity for All Climate Survey. It will 
be available online in four languages and we 
await the feedback from our students, staff 
and families. This is our way of ensuring 
that no child, for any reason, is left behind.

Providing access to an equitable 
education opens doors. Likewise, work-
place equity helps women move forward 
in their career path. Women comprise the 
majority of staff at ACPS and the number 
of women in leadership roles continues 
to rise. ACPS’ chief technology officer, 
acting chief of facilities & operations, 
director of capital programs, planning 
and design and director of maintenance 
and custodial services are all women, to 
name a few. In fact, 12 out of the 18 posi-
tions on the ACPS Senior Leadership 
Team are posts held by talented women.

As we celebrate Women’s History 
Month, the National Women’s History Alli-
ance theme for 2022 is “Women Providing 
Healing, Promoting Hope.” This theme is a 
tribute to the work of caregivers and front-
line workers during the pandemic. It also 
serves as recognition of the countless ways 
women of all cultures have provided both 
healing and hope throughout history.

This month, as we reflect on women’s 
history, we see how it has been filled with 
struggles and triumphs and realize how 
each step we take moves us forward toward 
achieving equity.

The writer is chair of the 
Alexandria School Board.

MEAGAN L. 
ALDERTON

My View | Denise Dunbar

Part II of a series
BY DENISE DUNBAR

This is the second in a series of 
columns about the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine, drawing on my 
experiences as a Soviet analyst in 
the Central Intelligence Agency’s 
Office of Leadership Analysis from 
1986 to 1992, the years during 
which the USSR increasingly 
wobbled and finally collapsed. 

Many people, including Vlad-
imir Putin himself apparently, 
have been surprised by the fero-
cious resistance Russia’s military 
has encountered in its invasion 
of Ukraine. They shouldn’t have 
been. 

Ukraine, like Poland and the 
Baltic nations, has a long history 
of being attacked and controlled 
from the East and West. The very 
name Ukraine can be translated as 
meaning “borderlands,” and that 
name is apt: After being settled 
by Slavs in the 5th  through 7th 
centuries, the territory of modern 
Ukraine has been overrun by, 
among others, the Mongols, Poles 
and Lithuanians together, Nazis 
and Russians.

Putin, like every General Secre-
tary during the Soviet era, wants 
to control Ukraine because of its 
strategic importance – and that 
importance extends beyond its 
value as a buffer against invasion. 
Ukraine’s population, fertile land, 
geography and industry make it 
the most valuable former republic.

With more than 43 million resi-
dents, according to World Popula-
tion Review, Ukraine has by far the 
largest population of the former 
Soviet republics. Dating back to 
Russia’s Tsarist empire, Ukraine 
has been considered the breadbas-
ket of Europe for its grain produc-
tion. Ukraine also has several key 
ports on the Black Sea, particu-
larly in Odessa, which are coveted 
by Russia for economic and mili-
tary reasons. Ukraine’s industrial 
output was also among the high-
est of the Soviet republics.

Ukrainians got a taste of inde-
pendence in the years between 

the fall of Tsarist Russia in 1917 
and the Bolsheviks’ consolidation 
of power, when Ukraine became a 
republic of the USSR, in 1922. That 
brief independence, combined 
with an urban intelligentsia that 
emerged in the 1800s, helped sow 
the seeds for Ukrainians’ current 
battle for freedom.

Soviet policies also encouraged 
the Ukrainian nationalism that is 
burning so fiercely right now, in 
ways both known and less known.

Ukrainians endured a series 
of atrocities at the hands of the 
Soviet state in the 1930s and 40s 
during Josef Stalin’s murderous 
reign, events that have fueled 
Ukrainians’ deep-seated determi-
nation to never be ruled by Russia 
again.

Stalin’s forced collectiviza-
tion of agriculture was devastat-
ing throughout the Soviet Union 
and was particularly horrific in 
Ukraine because of its agricultural 
prominence. Stalin’s goal was to 
wipe out prosperous peasants as 
a class – so individual farms were 
turned into government-owned 
and -run collectives. 

The Soviet military enforced 
collectivization, meaning Ukraini-
ans were not allowed to keep any 
of the grain they grew for them-
selves. A severe drought in 1932-
33 compounded the problem, 
resulting in millions of Ukrainian 

The seeds of dissent
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 PHOTO/KATIE STRIPE
Holodomor statue in Kiev, Ukraine.
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Parajon off to good start
To the editor:

It is regrettable that 
members of City Council 
and the Alexandria Plan-
ning Commission were not 
in the audience for the Zoom 
meeting on Feb. 10, convened 
jointly by the Seminary 
Hill Association, the Wake-
field-Tarleton Civic Associa-
tion and the Clover-College 
Park Civic Association. 

What made it such a memo-
rable evening was the public 
debut of new City Manager Jim 
Parajon, speaking not to staff, 
but to Alexandria citizens. 
Straightforward, knowledge-
able and engaging, and only 
three weeks on the job, he said 
his new role calls for “a lot of 
listening” and that he “will be 
collaborative” in working with 
the residents. 

Parajon noted that he will 
welcome involvement by the 
many Alexandria civic asso-
ciations in future city deliber-
ations. Inclusion will be part 
of his approach, the new city 
manager said, adding that he 
wanted to “be sure that every 
voice that wanted to be heard 
had that chance.” He stressed 
that his approach to civic 
associations and residents 
was “making sure that they 
received the information they 
wanted.”

He said he sees working 
with civic associations “as a 
great opportunity for engage-
ment. … I like to get out in 
front of the issues. If we aren’t, 
it limits the options.” 

Following his remarks, 
Parajon took questions from 
the audience for almost 90 

minutes.
Carter Flemming, SHA 

president, told Parajon that, in 
recent years, many civic asso-
ciations agreed that “there 
was an unwillingness to be 
heard” by city staff.  Another 
audience member cited “the 
utter disdain” by some city 
staff toward public input, 
including in scientific deci-
sions affecting the city.

“I believe in science,” Para-
jon stressed. “Science is an 
important aspect in making 
a decision. Doing the right 
thing is how I want my staff to 
operate.”

Erin Winograd of the 
Wakefield-Tarleton Civic 
Association told Parajon of 
the strong citizen “opposi-
tion to the Duke Street Tran-
sit Way. It was shoved down 

our throats.” She asked the 
new city manager to advise 
the city staff “to stop pushing 
tremendous density along this 
[Duke Street] corridor.” She 
noted that there is a “differ-
ence between being heard 
and having what we say being 
factored into the action. A lot 
of people [on the staff] making 
these decisions don’t live 
here.” And Winograd talked 
of the “utter disdain” of some 
city staffers as they rejected 
scientific data on Taylor Run 
and relied instead on outside 
contractors who were using 
incorrect data.

Prior to Parajon’s arrival, 
there had been very little 
listening recently by some city 
staff, the Planning Commis-
sion and City Council, espe-
cially with land use decisions.

On March 5, Parajon held 
another outreach Zoom call, 
this time with the members of 
22 civic associations who are 
under the West End Coalition 
of Alexandria civic associa-
tions. And, again, he answered 
questions for 90 minutes. 
He also accepted invitations 
to “walk the neighborhood” 
offered by some attendees 
who will point out problem 
areas in their areas.

I encourage City Coun-
cil and planning staff and 
T&ES staff to follow the lead 
of our new city manager who 
declares publicly to residents 
that he is listening and that 
he plans on a collaborative 
approach for his new job. 

That’s a good start. 
-Kathleen M. Burns,

Alexandria

deaths. At the CIA 35 years 
ago, I believed that between 
10 and 20 million Ukrainians 
died during Stalin’s collectiv-
ization, and that it was a delib-
erate genocide. 

Current estimates, presum-
ably based on more recent 
research, of the loss of lives 
are considerably lower – that 
around four million Ukrai-
nians died during collectiv-
ization. We don’t definitively 
know because the Soviets hid 
the extent of their induced 
calamity from the world in an 
era when it was much easier 

to do so. Ukrainians refer to 
this event as the Holodomor. 
Memory of this tragedy is at 
the forefront of their current 
resistance.

Stalin’s second atrocity 
against Ukrainians occurred 
during “the great terror” later 
in the 1930s. This was a USSR-
wide decimation of leaders 
from all ranks of life. Around 
one million perceived dissi-
dents from across the Soviet 
Union were executed in the 
most extreme manifestation 
of Stalin’s paranoia.

Another tactic was to exile 
people from Soviet-controlled 
republics to new towns built 

near large factories, often in 
desolate parts of Siberia. This 
was a win-win for the Soviets, 
as they gained forced labor for 
industrialization and simul-
taneously wrested greater 
control of the republics by 
reducing their ethnic popula-
tions.

For instance, in a 1926 
census, ethnic Ukraini-
ans comprised 80% of that 
republic’s population, but by 
1989, just two years before 
the implosion of the Soviet 
Union, ethnic Ukrainians were 
just 72.7% of the population, 
according to the State Statis-
tics Committee of Ukraine.

The Soviets also suppressed 
religion nationwide, including 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church. According to thecon-
versation.com, the Russian 
Orthodox Church took control 
of its properties in yet another 
move that outraged Ukraini-
ans.

Perhaps less known is the 
policy of nativization, which 
the USSR pursued in its first 
few years of existence. In the 
1920s, the Soviets actually 
promoted Ukrainian nation-
alism by requiring that every-
one in the republic – including 
ethnic Russians – learn the 
Ukrainian language. The 

republics were encouraged to 
celebrate their native cultures 
and ethnic nationalities were 
allowed to hold low-level posts 
in the republic communist 
party. Stalin quickly did a 180 
after consolidating control of 
the USSR in 1929.

Next week’s column will 
delve more deeply into the 
last 20 years of Soviet rule in 
Ukraine, including the Cher-
nobyl tragedy. 

The writer is publisher 
and executive editor of the 

Alexandria Times. She worked 
at the Central Intelligence 

Agency from 1986 to 1992.
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Not a blessing
To the editor:

Responding to the Feb. 
24 column “It’s the Demo-
crats’ choice:” Contrary to 
the writer’s statement, many 
voters failed to be convinced 
that Glenn Youngkin was 
the governor that we need. A 
pesky fact is that he won by 
79,000 votes, a margin of 2.4% 
out of the 3,238,258 votes cast.

Based upon his actions, 

many remain to be convinced 
that we have been blessed by 
his election. 

The writer, Pete Benavage, 
seems affronted by those who 
openly criticized the gover-
nor for refusing to mask up. 
Benavage talks about making 
Virginia free again. Based on 
the governor’s comments and 
actions, that seems to include 
being free from safeguard-

ing the health and safety of 
his fellow citizens by taking 
simple steps, such as wearing 
a mask and getting inoculated 
against the COVID-19 virus.  
Shall he continue to free us by 
opposing the polio, typhoid 
and smallpox vaccines? Shall 
we expand our freedom by 
doing away with seat belts?

Despite repeated fail-
ures, once again the concept 

of trickle-down economics is 
being pushed as a panacea. 
The writer fails to inform us 
that the Laffer Curve fails to 
use real numbers and makes 
false assumptions about 
spending decisions.

The writer claims that 
Virginia public school rank-
ings have fallen into the 
cesspit under the evil Demo-
crats. Yet the World Popula-

tion Institute ranks Virginia 
fourth in the nation, while 
Texas, under longtime GOP 
control, ranks 43rd.

The writer fails to note that 
while he was elected governor, 
Youngkin has not yet been 
granted total powers and must 
learn to work with a Demo-
crat-controlled State Senate.

-Robert Iacobacci,
Alexandria
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Weekly Poll

The needlework sampler in women’s history
The Alexandria History 

Museum at the Lyceum’s 
collection includes a sampler 
by Mary Muir, dated 1818. 
Mary Muir was born on Nov. 
2, 1805 to Scottish-born 
parents, John Muir, an Alex-
andria cabinetmaker, and 
Mary Lang Muir. They were 
married in Alexandria’s Pres-
byterian Church by the Rev. 
James Muir. 

Mary Muir’s sampler is 
one of six schoolgirl samplers 
Gloria Seaman Allen, Ph.D., 
has documented that have 
similar decorative elements. 
The samplers in this group 
have a distinctive arcaded 
border of strawberries worked 
in queen stitch. Within this 
strawberry border, each girl 
chose from similar motifs 
and embroidery techniques 
to create a unique sampler 
composition. An impos-
ing house with blue columns 
flanked by quivering trees, 
extravagant cornucopias, a 
verse entitled “Religion” and 
a signature executed in a four-
sided stitch are characteristic 
elements of the samplers in 
this group.

Allen featured Muir’s 
sampler in her 2013 
book “Columbia’s Daughters: 
Girlhood Embroidery from 
the District of Columbia.” 
Allen’s research found that 
the needlework teacher for 

this group probably belonged 
to one of two Muir families 
who operated schools for girls 
in Alexandria. While the fami-
lies do not appear to have been 
related, they did know each 
other. 

Mary Muir’s family were 
members of the Rev. Muir’s 
congregation and lived near 
the Presbyterian Church 

parsonage. Beginning in 1790 
and into the 1840s, Rev. Muir, 
his wife Elizabeth Welman 
Muir and their three daugh-
ters were involved in the 
operation of different schools 
that included “ornamental” 
subjects, like needlework, in 
their curriculums.

During this period, the 
unrelated Mary Lang Muir 

was a needlework teacher. In 
1820 and 1821, she advertised 
as a needlework instructor for 
boarding students. It is possi-
ble she began to teach before 
the date of her ad and contin-
ued for many years. Four of 
the six samplers in the design 
group, including the piece by 
her daughter Mary Muir, were 
dated 1818 or 1819. The other 
two were dated 1828 and 1830.

The Mary Muir who made 
the sampler married English-
born Stephen Shinn, an Alex-
andria merchant, in 1826. 
They raised five children. The 
Alexandria Gazette noted 
Mary’s death on Aug. 6, 1881, 
describing her as “an old and 
esteemed lady. . . an invalid 
for twenty years having been 
confined to the house a major 
part of that time.”

Artifacts like the Mary 
Muir sampler give us a glimpse 
into education for women in 
the early 19th century. While 
containing unique details, 
the existence of the other 
samplers shows us that other 
young women of Mary’s 
generation were also expected 
to participate in the decora-
tive arts, either as a pastime 
or, like for Mary’s mother, as a 
means of income.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

Last Week  
Now that Alexandria is out of the “high” 
transmission category, do you agree with 
the School Board’s decision to comply 
with the new Virginia law making student 
masking optional?
65% Yes.
28% No.
7% I'm not sure.

This Week  
What do you think about City Council's 
decision to charge Alexandria restaurants 
fees for using on-street parking spaces for 
outdoor dining?
A) I think restaurants should be able to use parking spaces 
for outdoor dining, but they should pay.
B) Restaurants shouldn't have to pay the city to use parking 
spaces for outdoor dining.
C) I'm against using parking spaces for outdoor dining.
D) I'm not sure.

 IMAGE/HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
Sampler by Alexandrian Mary Muir, dated 1818.

Take the poll at alextimes.com

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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Weekly Words

THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT by Gary Larson and Doug Peterson, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
JOANN DRENNAN (80), formerly of Alexandria, Feb. 23, 
2022
ELIZABETH H. HARTSELL (70), formerly of Alexandria, 
March 3, 2022
HUGH R. HEISHMAN (88), formerly of Alexandria, March 
1, 2022
SHEILA HIPPEARD (65), formerly of Alexandria, Feb. 15, 
2022
ELEONORE PADILLA (93), of Alexandria, Feb. 26, 2022
KATE E. PARTLOW (97), of Alexandria, March 2, 2022
CLARK L. REID (71), of Alexandria, Feb. 16, 2022

ACROSS
1 Baghdad's land
5 Some email attachments
9 Chances to swing
15 Common rug shape
19 Layered skirt
20 Goddess associated with 

peacocks
21 Shredded
22 Blush at a romantic dinner, say?
23 Osceola's people
25 Character that kicks off the 

Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade?

27 Furthest off the wall?
29 Reeves of "John Wick"
30 Top of a Nutella jar
31	 Showy	flowers
34 Desert sanctuaries
37 Carriage controls
39 "The Neighborhood" actress 

Tichina
40 Megaphone noise
42 Available to rent
44 Dessert with a crumbly topping
45	 Traffic	signal	in	Pennsylvania's	

Pretzel City?
48 Attendance no., often
49 Leaves unmentioned
51 Alternative to Robinhood
52 Word before "business" or 

"deal"
55 Sacred

57 H's, to Plato
58 Not exciting
59 Act as a go-between
61 Group of eight
64 High-IQ crew
65 Low-tech indicators of air 

speed and direction?
70 God with 99 names
71 Sweater option
72 Hemingway or Borgnine
73 Deck chair strip
74 Ran in the wash
76 Remove gently
79 Cathedral seat
80 "I have it!"
83 Sausage from Stuttgart
84 "To a ..." poem
87 The singing "Big Mouth Billy" 

fish,	e.g.?
90 Scanner brand
92 Lot for campers
94 Lunchroom stack
95	 Lit	up	the	room,	figuratively
96 Big caper
97 Saunter
99 Stumped
100 Traditional or Roth plan
101 Justice Elena
104 4-Down appliances
107 Bodyguard for a beleaguered 

biblical	figure?
111 Designed to reduce engine 

pinging

115 "___ fair in love and war"
116 Usher
117 Throw for a loop
118 Idris of "Luther"
119 Totally bungled
120 High on weed
121 The best
122 "Give it a ___!" ("Enough!")

DOWN
1 For what ___ worth
2 Start to the day?
3 Banking convenience
4 Sub seller
5 Gave a call
6 Salami sellers
7 At no charge
8 Mouth off to
9 Capital of Ga.
10 Head's counterpart
11 Slow down
12 Mountains where tomatoes 

originated
13 Brass instrument that's hard 

to transport
14 Extend across
15 Pooh's "wise" pal
16 Cello's higher relative
17 Apply holy oil to
18 Allows to borrow
24	 Speak	as	fluently	as	a	Warsaw	

native?
26 Move jerkily
28 Bumpy amphibian

31 Rate of progress
32 Miscalculates
33 Handling the matter
35 Singer India.___
36 In the mail
38 "___ Pray Love"
40 All of them are off in an unpre-

dictable situation
41 Zap with light
42 Baseball great Blue
43 Improves in a cellar, some-

times
45 Early ___ (morning person)
46 Eco-friendly
47 Art medium in a coffeehouse
50 Flat-topped hill
52 Hair over the forehead
53 "That'll do for me"
54 Clothing, informally
55 Lacking talent for
56 Completely cooked
58 Words to live by
59 City NNE of Paris
60 Wife's mother, e.g.
62 Virus watchdog org.
63 Puff on a joint
64 Diminutive blemish?
65 Insect with a paper nest
66 In plain view
67 Anesthetized
68 Fortunetellers
69 Natural 'dos
74 "The cause of and the solution 

to all of life's problems," per 
Homer Simpson

75 What everyone wants on their 
side

77 Out of town
78 Figure (out)
81 DIYers' sets
82 Land unit
84 Norwegian Nobel Institute's 

city
85 Fawns' moms
86 Tie up loose ___
87 Short albums, for short
88 Potato pancake
89 Howls at the moon
91 Pale lager
92 Toss again, as dice
93 Like a practical alternative
95 Mugs for 74-Down
96 Muslim headcover
97 Shout before "Polo!"
98 Fake news source, with "The"
99 Cause trouble
102 Expert pilots
103 Burst of wind
105 Like Z, in the alphabet
106 Keen on
108 NYC-to-Miami dir.
109 Three, in Rome
110 Since Jan. 1
112 Spanish cheer
113 Walter Cronkite's longtime 

network
114 Second half of a candy bar?
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MARCH 11

AID WORKERS & ALLIES IN 
CIVIL WAR ALEXANDRIA Local 
writer Paula Whitacre hosts a 
talk about two women, Julia 
Wilbur and Harriet Jacobs, from 
very different backgrounds 
who worked together to meet 
the needs of African American 
refugees from slavery and 
injured Union soldiers in wartime 
Alexandria. Advanced registration 
is required. Tickets cost $5 per 
person.  
Time: 6 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/julia-wilbur-
harriet-jacobs-aid-workers-
allies-in-civil-war-alexandria-
tickets-239315076837 

MARCH 12

BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD 
CIVIL WAR WALKING TOUR 
Learn the stories of soldiers, 
citizens and self-liberated 
African Americans in Civil War 
Alexandria. This tour covers 
the military occupation, the 
conversion of public and private 
buildings into hospitals and 
emancipation. The tour is limited 
to 10 participants and lasts 
about an hour and a half. 
Time: 9 to 11 a.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/beyond-
the-battlefield-a-civil-war-
walking-tour-of-alexandria-
tickets-241228199037 
 
SHAMROCK STAMPEDE 
CARLYLE BAR CRAWL This 
St. Patty’s Day bar crawl is the 
perfect place to spend the green-
filled, Irish-loving holiday. The 
all-day event will include festive 
drink cocktails, signature party 
favors, epic outfit contests, 
photos, giveaways and more. 
Each participating restaurant will 
have a drawing for a chance to 
win a prize. They include Whiskey 
& Oyster, Sweet Fire Donna’s. 
Tequila & Taco and Lost Boy 
Cider. Tickets are $10. 
Time: 2 to 6 p.m. 
Location: Varies 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
shamrock-stampede-carlyle-bar-
crawl/18693/ 

MARCH 19

ASO PRESENTS 
BRANDENBURG, VIVALDI 
& TANGO Members of the 

Alexandria Symphony Orchestra, 
led by Music Director James 
Ross, will present an evening 
of music by Bach, Vivaldi and 
Piazzolla in St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church. Hear the ASO’s Baroque 
renditions with principals from 
the ASO featured as soloists. 
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Location: 228 S. Pitt St. 
Information: https://alexsym.
org/performance/brandenburg/ 

MARCH 20

PAINT YOUR PET AT BARKHAUS 
Tune into your creative mind 
and relax while enjoying a glass 
of wine at this Paint Your Pet 
event. Prior to the event, each 
painter will send a good closeup 
photo of their pet and artists will 
sketch each pet’s likeness onto a 
canvas. When the painters arrive, 
their canvases will be ready to 
paint. Painting coach Sherry 
Kendall will guide each group 
step-by-step through the painting 
process. 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Location: 529 E. Howell Ave. 
Information: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/
paint-your-pet-at-barkhaus-
tickets-251649549577 
 
CARLYLE HOUSE AT 45: 
HIDDEN HOUSE REEMERGES 
OPEN HOUSE Explore Carlyle 
House’s reemergence through 
the “Hidden House Reemerges” 
exhibit. During a self-guided tour, 
visitors will learn about some of 
the early museum history, see 
photographs of the restoration 
and admire some of the objects 
found by the restoration team. 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m. 
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: https://www.
novaparks.com/parks/carlyle-
house-historic-park/events  

MARCH 24

LECTURE BY BRUCE RAGSDALE 
George Washington spent more 
of his working life farming than 
he did at war or in political 
office. Learn about his role as a 
farmer during a lecture by Bruce 
Ragsdale, author of “Washington 
at the Plow: The Founding 
Farmer and Question of Slavery.” 
The event is part of the 2022 
Michelle Smith Lecture Series. 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/

lecture-by-bruce-ragsdale%3a-
author-of-washington-at-the-
plow/18687/ 
 
LECTURE BY LANITA BERGER, 

Ph.D.  Join the Alexandria 
Community Remembrance 
Project for a lecture with LaNita 
Berger on South African artist 
Irma Stern’s complex life and 
work. Berger will discuss her 
recently published book, “Irma 
Stern and the Racial Paradox 
of South African Modern Art: 
Audacities of Color,” which 
explores how Stern became 
South Africa’s most prolific 
and controversial painter. A 
discussion with Rabbi David 
Spinrad, a member of the ACRP 
Steering Committee, will follow 
the lecture. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 
Information: https://www.
alexandriava.gov/historic-
alexandria/celebrate-womens-
history-month-with-historic-
alexandria 

MARCH 26

CIVIL WAR WOMEN’S DAY 
AT FORT WARD Learn about 
women’s dress, skills and 
contributions during the Civil War 
from historical interpreters, who 
will present talks, displays and 
demonstrations throughout the 
day. The interpreters will explore 
women’s roles on the home 
front, in factories, in camp, on 
the battlefield, and in soldiers’ 
aid societies and relief efforts for 
both armies during the war. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: 4301 W. Braddock 
Road 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
civil-war-womens-day-at-fort-
ward/18726/ 

APRIL 2

ALX DOG WALK The inaugural 
two-mile ALX Dog Walk will take 
place along the Waterfront Walk 
in Old Town. Walkers and their 
pooches will head toward the 
Robinson Landing Pier, where 
they will parade by a judging 
panel for prizes. Then they 
will to the park for an awards 
celebration hosted by Monte 

Durham of “Say Yes to the Dress 
Atlanta,” and music, dogs, treats 
and more. 
Time: 7 to 11 a.m. 
Location: 100 Madison St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/alx-
dog-walk/18491/ 
 
CHERRY BLOSSOM EXHIBIT 
AT TORPEDO FACTORY Starting 
today and running until May 
1, art lovers can stop by the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center to 
view floral art displayed on all 
three floors. Participating artists 
will display their most colorful 
spring and cherry-blossom-
inspired works in their studios. 
Masks are required for all visitors 
regardless of vaccination status. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Location: 105 N. Union St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
cherry-blossom-exhibition-
at-the-torpedo-factory-art-
center/16079/ 

APRIL 7

LECTURE WITH JOSEPH J. ELLIS 
Hear from celebrated American 
history scholar Joseph J. Ellis 
about his newest book, “The 

Cause: The American Revolution 

and its Discontents 1773-1783.” 

In it, Ellis brings the story of 

the revolution to vivid life for 

our modern era. The event is 

available in person for the book 

talk and reception, or online. 

Time: 7 p.m. 

Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 

Memorial Highway 

Information: https://www.

visitalexandriava.com/event/

lecture%3a-joseph-j-ellis-author-

of-the-cause/18688/ 

APRIL 9

EASTER EGG HUNT Old Town 

Business Association will be 

hosting an Easter egg hunt, in 

which attendees hop up and 

down King Street and select 

side streets for special goodies. 

They will explore the map to 

find participating retailers for 

an Easter treat and discover 

interactive activities at select 

locations. 

Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Location: Varies 

Information: https://www.

oldtownbusiness.org/

CALENDAR

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Electric Cafe LLC

Electric Cafe

450 S. Pickett St.

Alexandria

22304

Wine and Beer on and off Premises

Anna Perault 
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Classifieds Obituary

Sheet No. 048.01 of the "Official 
Zoning Map, Alexandria, Virginia," 
adopted by Section 1-300 (OFFI-
CIAL ZONING MAP AND DIS-
TRICT BOUNDARIES), of the City 
of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, by 
rezoning the property 5380 Holmes 
Run Parkway from RC/High density 
apartment to RMF/Residential mul-
tifamily in accordance with the said 
zoning map amendment heretofore 
approved by city council as Rezoning 
No. 2021-00007 (Implementation 
Ordinance for Rezoning No. 2021-
00007 associated with ParcView II 
approved by City Council on Febru-
ary 12, 2022). [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to amend and reordain 
Sections 10-3-30 and 10-3-874 of 
Article B (RECKLESS DRIVING, 
SPEEDING, ETC.) of Chapter 3 
(OPERATION OF VEHICLES) of 
Title 10 (MOTOR VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC) of the Code of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as 
amended. [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
ordinance to amend sections 2-1-4 
(Compensation of members) and 
Section 2-1-10 (City Clerk Generally) 
of Article A (General Provisions) and 
Sections 2-1-41 (Regular meetings), 
Section 2-1-42 (Regular Meetings 
for public hearings) and Section 
2-1-46 (Quorums) of Article B, all of 
Chapter 1 (The City Council) of Title 
2 (General Government) of the Code 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 
1981, as amended to update City 

Council procedures and consid-
eration of updates to City Council 
special regulations regarding 
council aides and council appointees.  
[ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to Amend and Reordain 
Section 2-2-10 (Establishment of 
Election Districts and Voting Places) 
Subsection (Z), All of Chapter 2 
(Elections), Title 2 (General Gov-
ernment) of the Code of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, As 
Amended, to Amend and Reordain 
Section 12-1-4 (Election of School 
Board Members; Date and Manner 
of Election), All of Chapter 1 (School 
District and School Board), Title 
12 (Education, Social Services And 
Welfare) of the Code of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, As 
Amended, and to Amend And Re-
ordain “The Official Map of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, Designating 
Election Districts and Voting Places,” 
Adopted by Section 2-2-13 (Map of 
Election Districts and Voting Places), 
All of Chapter 2 (Elections), Title 2 
(General Government) of the Code 
of the City Of Alexandria, Virginia, 
1981, As Amended. [ROLL-CALL 
VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second Read-
ing and Final Passage of Ordinances 
to Grant Right-Of-Way Franchises 
to Ting, Inc., and Lumos Telephone, 
Inc. For Broadband Services. [ROLL-
CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING and Consider-
ation of License Amendment No. 1 

between the City of Alexandria and 
the Alexandria Seaport Foundation 
for the Docking of a Second Seaport 
Center in the City Marina.

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an Or-
dinance Approving Escalated Fines 
for Heavy Vehicles in Commercial 
Business Areas with Citations. 
[ROLL-CALL VOTE]

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT 
AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS 
MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED 
ORDINANCES WITHOUT 
FURTHER PUBLICATION. IT IS 
RECOMMENDED THAT PER-
SONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF 
THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN 
FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES FROM 
THE CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL 
(LIMITED COPIES AVAILABLE).  
If the mayor finds and declares that 
weather or other conditions are such 
that it is hazardous for members to 
attend the meeting, this meeting 
will be continued to the following 
Saturday. GLORIA SITTON, CMC, 
CITY CLERK

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

 
The following requests have been 

received for administrative review 
and approval.

For information on the following 
applications or to comment, 

visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 

(703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2022-00009
1000 Cameron Street, Alexandria, 
VA 22314
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a New Use of a 
Restaurant; zoned: CD/Commercial 
Downtown
Proposed Business Name: Pluma 
Café and Wind Bar, Inc.
Applicant: Danny Lopez
Planner: Patrick Silva – patrick.
silva@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the Zoning Ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning & Zoning. If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than March 31, 2022.

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Hearing will be held by 
the City Council of the City of 

Alexandria, Virginia, held at City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Council 

Chamber and on Zoom webinar 
on Saturday, March 12, 2022 at 
9:30 a.m., or as soon as may be 

heard on the hereinafter described 
items.

PUBLIC HEARING and consider-
ation of a request for a Special Use 
Permit for the intensification of a 
non-complying general automo-
tive repair use with the addition of 
automobile sales; zoned: NR/Neigh-
borhood Retail (Arlandria).
PUBLIC HEARING, Second 

Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to amend and reordain 
the Master Plan of the City of Alex-
andria, Virginia, by adopting and in-
corporating therein the amendment 
heretofore approved by city council 
to the Landmark-Van Dorn Small 
Area Plan chapter of such master 
plan as Master Plan Amendment No. 
2021-00001 and no other amend-
ments, and to repeal all provisions 
of the said master plan as may be 
inconsistent with such amendment 
(Implementation Ordinance for 
Master Plan Amendment No. 2021-
00001 associated with Landmark 
Overlook approved by City Council 
on February 12, 2022). [ROLL-CALL 
VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to amend and reordain 
Sheet Nos. 047.03 and 047.04 of the 
"Official Zoning Map, Alexandria, 
Virginia," adopted by Section 1-300 
(OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND 
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES), of the 
City of Alexandria Zoning Ordi-
nance, by rezoning the properties 
at 5901 and 5951 Stevenson Avenue 
and 2 South Whiting Street from 
CRMU-M/Commercial residential 
mixed use (medium) and 5999 Ste-
venson Avenue from OCM(50)/Of-
fice commercial medium (50) zone 
to CRMU-H/Commercial residential 
mixed use (high) in accordance with 
the said zoning map amendment 
heretofore approved by city council 
as Rezoning No. 2021-00002 (Imple-
mentation Ordinance for Rezoning 
No. 2021-00002 associated with 
Landmark Overlook approved by 
City Council on February 12, 2022). 
[ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to vacate a portion of 
the public right-of-way for a portion 
of alley along Mt. Vernon Avenue, 
which is bounded by 3608 Mount 
Vernon Avenue to the southeast and 
3610 Mount Vernon Avenue to the 
northwest (VAC No. 2021-00001) 
(Implementation Ordinance for 
Vacation No. 2021-00001 associated 
with AHDC Glebe/Mount Vernon 
approved by City Council on January 
22, 2022). [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to amend and reordain 

Ronald Scott Eanes
Ronald Scott Eanes, 66, passed away on 

Feb. 27, 2022. He was a resident of Alexandria 
for 25 years and a former teacher at Patrick 
Henry and William Ramsay elementary 
schools. He was active in Alexandria Singers 
and DC’s Different Drummers. He loved 
the arts, traveling and the beach. He will 
be greatly missed by his brother and sister-
in-law, Ruth and Rich Eanes; nephew, 
Brett Eanes and family; niece, Christine 
Pennington and family; cat, Teddy, and 
many dear friends. His love and gifts will be 
everlasting. Services will be March 12 at 1 
p.m. at the Universalist National Memorial 
Church in D.C.

NEED TO PLACE 
AN AD?

CONTACT 
Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

AT
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Obituary

Manfred (Mac) Austin Lynch Jr.

A celebration of life 
for Clark Reid, 71, will be 
held April 2, 2022, at 11 
a.m. at The Orchard in 
Alexander City, Alabama. 
Mr. Reid was born Oct. 27, 
1950, in Orange City, Iowa 
to Darrell Reid and Jaucile 
Reid. He died Feb. 16, 2022, 
in Alexandria after an 
extended illness.

Mr. Reid graduated from 
Chattanooga High School 
and began his career at the 
Chattanooga News Free 
Press at the age of 16. He 
attended the University of 
Tennessee while working 
for the Knoxville Journal 
and later became a 
Washington correspondent 
for the Knoxville News 
Sentinel.

While a senior in 
college, he was chosen as a 
congressional fellow by the 
American Political Science 
Association and worked for 
Senator Edward Kennedy 
and Congressman Larry 
Pressler.

In more than 40 years 
of public service, Mr. Reid 
worked for the Republican 
National Committee and 
the National Republican 
Congressional

Committee. He served 
as a press secretary for two 
congressmen and chief of 
staff for three congressmen. 
In his work for the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, 
Mr. Reid was deputy 
director of legislative 
and intergovernmental 
affairs and associate 
undersecretary for 
communications. He ended 
his career as the legislative 
and external affairs officer 
for the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Office of the 
InspectorGeneral.

Mr. Reid is survived by 
his daughter, Savannah 
Reid, of Alexandria, Tiffany 
Kingston of Wardensville, 
West Virginia, and sister, 
Dr. Amelia Reid Pearson 
(Robert) of Alexander City, 
Alabama.

Clark L. Reid

Manfred (Mac) Austin Lynch Jr., 73, of 
Lexington, Virginia died March 3, 2022, at his 
home. 

He was born Sept. 27, 1948, in Rockbridge 
County, Virginia son of the late Manfred 
Austin Lynch and Mildred Frances Huffman 
Lynch. In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his wife, Linda. C. 
Lynch, sister, Ruthie Boone, and brother-in-
law, Glenn Boone.

Surviving is his son Manfred A. Lynch 
III, of Alexandria; his brother Ashby Lynch 
and wife Colleen Lynch, of Williamsburg, 
Virginia; two nephews Christopher Lynch 
and Robert Boone (Misty); niece Lyndsey 
Boone Anderson (Bradley); as well as two 
great-nieces and a great-nephew.

Mac graduated from Lexington High 
School in 1967 and earned his B.S. in business 
from Virginia Tech in 1971. Upon graduating, 
he married Linda in September 1971. The 
first few years of his career took them to 
North Carolina, New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
before settling in Fairfax County, Virginia in 
1975.

He had a long and distinguished career 
with the Department of Defense, U.S. Army. 
During the early years of his career, he 
continued his education earning his Master’s 
of Public Administration from American 
University in 1980 and graduating from 
Professional Military Comptroller School on 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama in 1988 
and the Department of Defense Management 
College with a degree in program 
management in Fort Belvoir, Virginia in 

1992. During his time with the Department 
of Defense, U.S. Army, Mac received 
numerous commendations. At the time of his 
retirement, he was a budget director for the 
U.S. Army, in Alexandria.

Mac enjoyed spending his free time with 
his wife Linda, volunteering with food banks 
and researching his family ancestry. After 
retiring, he was able to devote more time to 
each of these passions. Mac volunteered his 
time working with food banks at Rising Hope 
United Methodist Mission Church and United 
Community Ministries in Alexandria. When 
he wasn’t helping out at a food bank, he and 
his wife Linda, spent many weekends working 
craft shows. They started L&M Pressed Floral 
Design, with Linda as the creative mind and 
artist and Mac making sure the business 
was “profitable.” In his free moments, he 
pulled together a family tree that went back 
generations for both sides of his family 
(Huffman and Lynch). 

Following the death of his wife, he 
moved back to his hometown of Lexington. 
He enjoyed spending time with family and 
friends and especially relished his weekly 
after church lunches with “the crew.” Anyone 
who knew Mac, knew that if it was lunch 
or supper time, they would find him at 
Nikko’s or the Pink Cadillac. In addition to 
time with family, moving back to Lexington 
allowed him to devote time to his passion 
for history. This led him to volunteering at 
the Stonewall Jackson House. Though, it 
was the friendships he made with the other 
volunteers there that he enjoyed and valued 
the most. 

The funeral service will be at Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 40 Village Way, 
Lexington, Virginia on Saturday, March 12 at 
2 p.m. A reception at the church will follow 
the service. Interment will be at Mount 
Comfort Cemetery in Alexandria on Monday, 
March 14 at 1 p.m.

Donations in Mac’s honor may be made 
to Stonewall Jackson House, 8 E. Washington 
St, Lexington, Virginia 24450, or United 
Community Ministries, 7511 Fordson Road, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22306. 

Arrangements by Harrison Funeral Home 
& Crematory in Lexington, Virginia.

LEGAL NOTICE
Dish Wireless LLC proposes 
to collocate wireless 
communications antennas at 
centerline heights of 155 feet 
and 160 feet on a building with 
an overall height of 163 feet 
at the approx. vicinity of 1200 
First Street, Alexandria, City of 

Alexandria, VA 22314.  Public 
comments regarding potential 
effects from this site on historic 
properties may be submitted 
within 30 days from the date of 
this publication to:  Trileaf Corp, 
Kayla, k.lauer@trileaf.com, 8600 
LaSalle Road, Suite 301, Towson, 
MD 21286,410-853-7128.

PART-TIME LANDSCAPING 
& YARD WORK

Great job for a high school or 
college student, or an Eagle 
Scout project. Ten hours a 
week, $15 an hour. Make your 
own schedule. Install French 
drains, rebuild garden walls, 
pave a brick pathway, weed, 

seed, mulch, trim, and more 
at a single-family home in the 
Wilton Woods-Rose Hill area. 
Valid drivers license required. 
Send resumes to gjacksontv@
gmail.com.  

CERTIFIED TEACHER
Tutoring Services
Certified Teacher in K-5 educa-

tion, 6-7 Language Arts, Spanish 
K-12. $60/hr. Feel free to message 
me at sobeilly.guadalupe@gmail.
com or (404) 585-1184.

MILITARY ITEMS WANTED
Patches, Flight Jackets, Medals, 
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia etc. 
Call Dan at 202-841-3062
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a glance into 2022 so far

Washingtonian's Best Real Estate Agent 2018-2021
Northern VA Magazine Best Real Estate Agent 2018-2021
DC Modern Luxury Real Estate Award 2020-2021 
2021 RealTrends America's Best Real Estate Professionals
Proud Sponsor of Old Town Boutique District
703.851.2556 | kristenjones.com | kristen@kristenjones.com | Licensed in VA
109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity

Average Days 
on Market

11
Sold At or Above 

List Price

100%
Homes Sold 

11
Volume Sold 

$14M
Average Price  

$1.27M

LIST WITH KRISTEN IN 2022

THIS YEAR HAD A BUSY START, NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!


