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Health & Wellness
Understand allergy treatment 

options in time for spring. 
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STILL KICKING AT 50

COURTESY PHOTO
Since ASA’s move to professionalize its operations in 2011, rec league teams have done away with 
custom colored jerseys in favor of unified red and blue colors for each game.

The story of Alexandria 
Soccer Association’s 
half century
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Drive around Alexan-
dria for five minutes and it’s 
impossible to miss it. It’s on 
the bumpers of countless 
cars and on fields across the 
city. An emblem in the shape 
of a shield, with a red soccer 
ball and fearsome crimson 
beast with a leonine body and 
snakelike tail, reminiscent of 
an English family crest – with 
“Alexandria” emblazoned in 

blue on top.
It’s the symbol of the 

Alexandria Soccer Associ-
ation, a community athlet-
ics nonprofit in which  entire 
generations of Alexandria 
families have participated in 
recreational and travel league 
teams. Over the course of its 
50-year history, which ASA 
is celebrating this year after 
delaying the event due to the 
pandemic, ASA has evolved 
from an entirely volunteer-run 
provider of youth soccer to a 
professionalized organization 
with paid coaches and full-

time staff. 
Still firmly based in grass-

roots community involve-
ment, ASA has expanded its 
reach and legacy across the 
city. Between 2010, when ASA 
hired its first full-time exec-
utive director, Tommy Park, 
and 2021, ASA increased 
participation in its programs 
from 1,000 to about 6,000 
players. 

The Alexandria Times 
spoke with ASA’s directors, 
coaches and players to look 

SEE SOCCER | 6

Parents frustrated 
with district’s 
handling of Minnie 
Howard incident
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Back in October 2021, 
an alleged multi-assailant 
sexual assault took place on 
the Minnie Howard campus 
and at the time Alexandria 
City Public Schools did not 
notify parents. After the 

incident came to light last 
week via National Review, a 
conservative editorial maga-
zine, ACPS parents have 
criticized the district for 
handling the situation in a 
manner that left them in the 
dark. 

Most recently, the City 
of Alexandria released a 
statement on March 18 in 

Close to Home
Couple finds less is more in Old 

Town condo. 
Page 16

 PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Many parents are criticizing ACPS for failing to notify them after 
an alleged sexual assault took place on the Minnie Howard 
campus in October 2021. 

Alleged sexual  
assault comes to light

SEE ASSAULT | 12
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OLD TOWN - THE VIEW

SOLD

ROSEMONT

SOLD

DEL RAY 

SOLD

BATTERY HEIGHTS | UNDER CONTRACT | $1,980,000

MALVERN COURT
Urban Oasis! Nestled on a quiet cul de sac with over 6,500 finished sq ft of luxury living! Situated on over 

10,000 sq ft lot with mature tree, custom patio, hot tub and screened in porch w vaulted ceilings. Beautiful 
finishes and custom appointments throughout! This home has 6 bedrooms, 5 full, 2 half baths, 4 fireplaces, 

3.5 finished levels and a 2 car garage! 

Represented Buyer

21 W. LINDEN STREET 310 CLIFFORD AVENUE312 S. WASHINGTON ST #502

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 
My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & photos, go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Let me put my 34 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
It’s not just my business, it’s my neighborhood!

Weichert
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Rakibul Islam Fakir, 33, of 
Alexandria, was indicted for 
first degree murder on Monday 
for his involvement in a stab-
bing at a local BJ's Wholesale 
Club last September, accord-
ing to a news release from the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s 
Office.

On Sept. 25, 2021, Alexan-
dria police officers responded 
to reports of an incident at the 
BJ's Wholesale Club, located at 
101 S. Van Dorn St. After arriv-
ing at the scene, officers found 
Abiy Zemene, a 29-year-old 
Maryland resident, suffering 
stab wounds, according to the 

release. Zemene eventually 
died from his injuries.

According to the Common-
wealth’s Attorney Office, a 
first degree murder felony 
bears with it the potential for 
life in prison. A trial date has 
not been set.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

B.J.’s stabbing suspect indicted for murder

Chukwunyere Onuoha, 
the suspect in a domestic 
assault incident in December 
who hit a police officer with 
his car as he fled the scene, 
was arrested in Houston, 
Texas on March 15, accord-
ing to the Alexandria Police 
Department.

On Dec. 27, 2021, police 
responded to reports of an 
armed suspect involved in a 
domestic dispute in the 2400 
block of Mandeville Lane, 

near Hoffman Town Center. 
Officers located Onuoha in 
the 200 block of Swamp Fox 
Road, but he struck one offi-
cer with his car and a second 
officer was injured while 
attempting to avoid getting 
hit.

According to APD, Onuoha 
had warrants on him from 
several other jurisdictions 
across the country “for other 
serious offenses.”

APD’s Special Investiga-

tions Unit worked with the 
Houston Police Department 
and U.S. Marshals Service 
Fugitive Task Force to locate 
and arrest Onuoha in Texas 
“without incident,” according 
to an APD news release.

Onuoha is being held in 
Houston while he awaits 
extradition to Alexandria, 
where he will face assault and 
battery on law enforcement 
and hit and run charges.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Carlyle assault suspect arrested in Texas

Richard Haynes, 30, an 
Alexandria police officer, was 
arrested for domestic assault 
and battery on March 16, 

according to a news release.
The alleged assault occurred 

on Nov. 27, 2021, according to 
the release. Haynes has been 

placed on administrative leave 
pending the outcome of an 
investigation.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Police officer arrested for domestic assault

The Alexandria Police 
Department is investigat-
ing a sudden death that 
occurred in the Land-
mark area on Wednes-

day, according to a news 
release. 

APD responded to a 
sudden death in the 4500 
block of Raleigh Avenue.

“APD is on the scene and 
investigating. No further 
details at this time,” APD 
said in the release.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Police investigate sudden death

The Alexandria Beautifica-
tion Commission announced 
the winners of the 2022 Alexan-
dria Architecture Awards.

Recipients include Robinson 
Landing, 7 Pioneer Mill Way; 
Eisenhower Square Develop-
ment by Toll Brothers; Beacon-
crest Homes, 128 & 128A East 
Walnut St.; and Abe and Ashley 
Adams, 1208 Trinity Drive.

According to a news release, 
the commission solicited nomi-
nations from the public and 
looked for candidates that 
“speak to the historical charac-
ter and future of the City, inspire 
others to enhance the beauty 
and architecture of their proper-
ties, and help make Alexandria a 
creative, dynamic community.”

Commissioners evaluated 

residential, commercial and 
public properties based on 
criteria that included aesthetic 
improvements achieved through 
novel or creative architectural 
design, historical restoration 
or demonstrated commitment 
to the art of architecture and 
sustainable design practices, 
according to the release. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Architecture award recipients announced

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Who will love Louie?
A little older and a lot wiser, Louie finds himself in 
need of a new home. Details to follow, but suffice it 
to say that Louie awaits a new chapter in  his life. 

A fabulous foxhound mix, Louie has pep 
in his step! When walking time is over, 
Louie is happy  to relax on his mat, in 

the company of friends, of course. 

Meet Louie!  
Email Adopt@AlexandriaAnimals.org 

703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Diann
Carlson 

703.628.2440
diann.carlson@gmail.com

Weichert Realtors

"Because everyone deserves a home."
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Elected leaders from 
across Northern Virginia 
announced a new aid 
program, Helping Ukraine, 
to donate goods to Ukrainian 
refugees. 

More than three million 
refugees have fled Ukraine 
since Russia invaded their 
country, with more than two 
million arriving in Poland, 
according to the United 
Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees.
The Northern Virginia 

Regional Commission, which 
includes Vice Mayor Amy 
Jackson and local leaders from 
across the region, launched 
the campaign on Wednesday 
and it will last through 
April 15. Residents can 
donate new and gently used 
coats, blankets, socks and 
gloves to drop off locations 
around Northern Virginia. 

Alexandria locations include 
city hall and Beatley Central 
Library, but a full list of drop 
off locations is available at 
https://novaregion.org/1546/
Helping-Ukraine.

Donated items will be 
shipped to those in need 
in Poland and Ukraine by a 
company that NVRC part-
ners with in Wilmington, 
North Carolina.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Ukrainian refugee aid program launched

 PHOTO/MOUNT VERNON COMMUNITY CHILDREN’S THEATRE
Mount Vernon Community Children’s Theatre will present its production of “Annie,” starting on Friday. 
Shows are scheduled for Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. at Bryant High School, 
2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria 22306. Proof of vaccination is required for everyone 12 and older and 
masks are required. Tickets are available at www.mvcct.org.

FILE PHOTO
The Northern Virginia Regional Commission's Help Ukraine campaign was announced at the Fairfax 
County Government Center on Wednesday.

WEEKLY BRIEFING

AT

alexandriatimes

follow us on 
instagram 
#alexandriatimes #alextimes 
#alexandriava #alxva

Leave us a like or
tag us in your posts!

APRIL 7, 2022
Dive into the minds of local artists and 
learn about upcoming events in the 
Alexandria Times' new arts section.

CONTACT: 
Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?

AT
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back on 50 years of Alexan-
dria Soccer history, the role 
it has played in Alexandria 
and how a community-based 
organization has adapted to 
an ever-changing urban land-
scape. It seems like almost 
everyone has a story about 
ASA, whether they coached, 
played or watched. But 
between the stories of family 
bonds forged on the field, 
bitter defeats and hard-won 
victories, one thread remains 
the same: ASA is about more 
than soccer – it’s about 
community.

“[Fifty years] is proof that 
ASA is committed to this 
community – and not just 
pockets of it but the whole 
damn thing. Everyone who 
lives here deserves to be a part 
of the community,” ASA Board 
President John Lavalle, who 

played in ASA when it started 
in the early 1970s, said. “… I’m 
a true believer in a community 
that partners together. I don’t 
care if it’s soccer or tiddly-
winks. If we work together, we 
can solve a lot of [our] prob-
lems together.”

Early days
A group of residents 

founded ASA in 1970, and for 
the first 40 years of its exis-
tence, ASA was rooted in the 
hard work of volunteers. That 
first year, ASA had about 60 
players.

From 1970 to about 1980, 
ASA only offered recreational 
soccer, what was then known 
as “town soccer,” and was 
organized around neighbor-
hood teams. Compared to 
the scale of ASA’s operations 
today, the early days of the 
organization seem modest. 
Katie Brooks, public rela-

tions and community director 
for ASA, has been collecting 
newsletters from ASA’s early 
days that were published by 
parents and shared the most 
minute details of the games in 
any given week.

“I have all of these news-
letters that are like, ‘The 
Silver Sharks showed well on 
Saturday. Jimmy and Crys-
tal sprinted down the field,’” 
Brooks said. “… Now, we share 

a lot of stories, but I’m hardly 
ever calling out a specific kid 
because there’s so many kids. 
I don’t need to mention the 
tot that learned to dribble on 
Saturday with their pinkie toe 
– and that’s in this newslet-
ter.”

But in the 70s, those little 
details mattered and helped 
bond teams spread across the 
city. Lavalle started playing on 
his father’s Rosemont team at 

the age of 4 in 1971 and contin-
ued playing on ASA teams 
until he was 16. He recalled his 
powder blue uniform – “That 
was Rosemont. Everybody 
knew it.” – and the feeling 
of putting on his first travel 
uniform when ASA started 
offering travel soccer, known 
as Select, in the 80s. 

“I remember when you first 
got your travel uniforms you 
were wearing it to school like 
it was a shirt,” Lavalle said. “It 
was sort of braggadocious, but 
it was like, ‘Yeah, I’m on the 
travel team.’”

By the time the 1980s and 
1990s rolled around and ASA 
started offering these new 
opportunities, volunteers 
had taken on significantly 
more responsibility. They 
were organizing and coach-
ing neighborhood teams, 
getting up at 5 a.m. on Satur-
days to line the fields for 
games and processing regis-
tration. Brooks said she found 
notes from an early volunteer 
who had created mathemati-
cal equations to paint perfect 

SEE SOCCER | 8

SOCCER FROM | 1

COURTESY PHOTO
An ASA rec league team and its two coaches in 1971, one year after ASA was founded.

I’m a true believer in a 
community that partners 

together. I don’t care if it’s 
soccer or tiddlywinks. If we 
work together, we can solve a 
lot of [our] problems together.”

– John Lavalle, Alexandria Soccer 
Association, board president

COURTESY PHOTO
When ASA first started in 1970, only boys were allowed to play on its teams. The organization later 
opened to girls in the late 1970s.

SPRING
AS-IS
BIKE
SALE
Sun.March 27,9am-1pm
We sell as-is bikes, 
accessories, and clothing*
Hundreds of bikes for all 
ages from $35+
*All items are used and sold as-is.

1502 Mt.Vernon Ave Alexandria,VA 
behind al’s steak | velocitycoop.org
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EASTER HILL
 
1175 Crest Lane
McLean, VA 

$21,000,000

Mark C. Lowham 
+1 703 966 6949

WAYNEWOOD

 8633 Fort Hunt Road 
Alexandria, VA

$1,649,000

Britt Patterson
+1 703 310 6201

WAVERLY HILLS

4524 19th Road N
Arlington, VA  

$2,200,000

Evan Lacopo
+1 703 655 7955

WAVERLY
 

Langley Farms Estate
McLean, VA

$29,900,000

Mark C. Lowham
+1 703 966 6949

THE WATERVIEW

1111 19th Street N #2901 
Arlington, VA

$7,950,000

Jonathan Taylor
+1 202 276 3344

MCLEAN
 
1031 Savile Lane 
McLean, VA

$2,800,000

Cynthia Steele Vance
+1 703 408 1810

OLD TOWN

1205 Michigan Court
Alexandria, VA

$810,000

Chris Owens
+1 703 899 5315

SLEEPY HOLLOW

3128 Creswell Drive
Falls Church, VA

SOLD
$950,000

Frank Snodgrass
+1 202 257 0978

PALAZZO DELLA FELICITA
 

3301 Fessenden Street NW
Washington, DC

  $11,950,000 

Will Thomas 
+1 202 607 0364  

ROBINSON LANDING
 
310 Strand Street #407
Alexandria, VA 

FOR LEASE
$13,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

OAKCREST

2809 S Ives Street
Arlington, VA

$1,075,000

Melody Abella
+1 703 371 9219

GEORGETOWN
3220 Volta Place NW
Washington, DC

$4,490,000

Michael Rankin
+1 202 271 3344
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90-degree angles on fields. 
Parents who had their chil-
dren on Select teams would 
pool money and give it to a 
volunteer who would register 
a team for tournaments and 
pay coaches a modest stipend.

Although many volunteers 
and community members 
viewed ASA’s origins as the 
halcyon days, they also admit-
ted that this period had its 
challenges.

For starters, ASA was a 
boys’ only league for its first 
few years and did not allow 
girls to play until the late 70s. 

“I can’t tell you how frus-
trating it would be for me 
and friends of mine,” Stepha-
nie Satterfield, a former ASA 
volunteer, said. “We would go 
and watch our brothers play 
or friends of ours play, and 
we had to sit on the sidelines. 
We just couldn’t do it; they 
wouldn’t let us.”

Satterfield’s father coached 

her older brother in the 1970s, 
although she got her chance to 
play – at the age of 15 – when 
ASA opened its programs to 
girls. Satterfield would play for 
two seasons and later return 
as a volunteer coach for her 
children between 1990 and 
1997. 

Community connections
The volunteer-run nature 

of ASA is what helped root it 
in Alexandria and continues 
to be the core of the organi-
zation. Parents and children 
alike have found new ways to 
connect with their neighbors 
and community through sport 
and friendly competition.

“I think the biggest thing 
is [my kids] created this whole 
network of soccer friends, so 
it’s been a very social thing,” 
Veronica Babineux, who 
played in ASA Select in the 90s 
and later volunteered as a rec 
coach for her daughter in 2017, 
said. “They’re already going 
to have this network of friends 

that they created at the age of 
7, 8 and 9 years old because of 
soccer.”

“The adults who have 
coached or who have had their 
kids in soccer for a long time, 
I’ve gotten to know [them]. 
Those have become friend-
ships and relationships that 
I wouldn’t have otherwise,” 
Jon DeNunzio, who has been 
a volunteer coach since his 
daughter started playing 
in ASA in first grade, said. 
DeNunzio still coaches his 
daughter, who is now a soph-
omore at Bishop Ireton High 
School.

Years later, several volun-
teer coaches marveled at the 
growth they saw in not only 
their own children but all 
the children they helped on 
the field. Babineux recalled 
coaching a team of 4-year-
olds at the beginning of the 
season and how the experi-
ence felt like “herding sheep.” 
One child spent the entire 
first practice following her 

around and telling her what he 
wanted for Christmas instead 
of scrimmaging. But by the 
end of the season, Babineux’s 
work had paid off.

“I saw a couple kids cutting 
the ball and doing a move, 
like a fake,” Babineux said. “… 
Then, they would run up to 
me later and say, ‘When are 
we going to play soccer again?’ 
even though it was the end of 
the season.”

For many parents, the 
experience of coaching their 
children or being involved 
directly in their child’s athletic 
experience is an opportunity 
to bond in a way that few city 
programs offer. 

Satterfield’s daughter, 
unlike her mother, was able to 
start playing in ASA leagues 
at a young age. The daughter 
went on to play college soccer 
and now coaches an all-girls 
high school team in Bristol, 
Virginia.

“For me, watching her 
from the beginning when 

she was kind of a mess on 
the field to seeing her prog-
ress to now where she’s shar-
ing what she learned all these 
years, I’m extremely proud of 
her,” Satterfield said. “She just 
rocks as a coach. That legacy 
for me, from my dad to me to 
her, that’s priceless.”

Big changes, little city
ASA’s all-volunteer struc-

ture presented some chal-
lenges for the organization’s 
long-term growth. 

“I know the flaw: It was all 
run by parents who care about 
their kids, so interest comes 
and goes with that philoso-
phy,” Lavalle said. 

Between a board and 
coaching staff that would 
turn over frequently, Lavalle 
said it was often hard to get 
momentum going for vari-
ous long-term initiatives. 
Often, parents’ involvement 
would start and end with their 

SEE SOCCER | 10
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COURTESY PHOTO
Players on the Old Town Cleats in 1978. Alexandria Soccer Association’s recreational league was once 
organized around neighborhoods, but is now organized around schools.

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street | http://thelittletheatre.com/

A different kind of fairy tale, this play is 
a celebration of life and love. It tells the  
story of Peter and Rita, who fall in love 

despite the woman’s pessimistic outlook  
on life. Shortly after their wedding, a 
supernatural event tests the strength 
of  their love and commitment to each 
other. Will they live happily ever after? 

Join  us for Craig Lucas’ intriguing, 
charming, and tender romantic comedy. 

June 4 – 25, 2022

**COVID Policy Revised - effective February 6, 
2022. Please visit our  website for details.

written by Craig Lucas
directed by Maggie Mumford 

produced by Carol Strachan and Alan Wray

703.739.2847 • www.highlandecopest.com

Seasonal Discounts available!

Pollinator-Friendly Mosquito  
& Tick Control
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ussfcu.org/BowmanBranch

Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by NCUA.

1310 Braddock Place  |  Alexandria, VA 22314
Corner of N. West Street & Madison Street

across from Braddock Metro • garage parking & validation available
Bowman Branch

Braddock Station
STABILITY. SECURITY. SERVICE.

since 1935

JOIN US FOR OUR

March 30 | 11 am – 3 pm
Old Town’s Neighborhood 

Corner Credit Union
You don’t have to be a Senator, work on 

Capitol Hill or even be a Federal employee 
to become eligible for USSFCU membership. 
Stop in, speak to a team member and learn 

about everything USSFCU has to offer.

Join us for Lunch 
Lunch & Learn  |  12:30 pm - 1 pm

Stay for lunch and sit is on a live session 
where we discuss what it means to make 

USSFCU your Credit Union for Life.

RSVP at ussfcu.org/CU4Life
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child’s involvement and could 
produce conflicts of interest 
when it came to coaches’ deci-
sions on the field.

According to Satterfield, 

volunteer referees also didn’t 
always have a firm under-
standing of soccer, which could 
produce arguments between 
referees and parents in the 
stands. In order to provide 
that foundation, Satterfield 

and a few other volunteers put 
together a handbook and held 
classes for volunteer referees.

During its first few 
decades, ASA was also more 
akin to a franchise model, 
Tommy Park, ASA’s executive 

director since 2011, said. 
“Every coach did their own 

little thing. You could play for 
ASA, but you wouldn’t know 
what’s our style of play, what 
are our priorities at each age 
group, what fundamentals 
do you need to be introduced 
to to master the sport over 
time?” Park said.

By 2010, ASA had grown to 
about 1,000 players, and the 
organization had hired some 
part-time office administra-
tors and, at one point, a part-
time executive director. It had 
grown from its offices in the 
basement of Del Ray Meth-
odist Church to a closet-sized 
office in the Lee Center. 
However, the volunteer-led 
board decided that, in light 
of U.S. soccer’s skyrocketing 
profile, ASA needed to profes-
sionalize its operations and 
focus its growth in order to 
reach more players and areas 
of the city.

In 2011, ASA hired Park, 
who was coaching at DeMatha 
Catholic High School and 
for D.C. United’s under 20 
program, as its first full-time 
executive director. From the 
start, Park said his intent was 

to expand ASA’s program-
ming and reach to areas of the 
city that had long been under-
served. 

“There’s a lot of unstruc-
tured play in the city, but they 
weren’t really aware of how 
to join a team. We spent the 
last 10 years ensuring that no 
matter what it took, every kid 
in the city – and now adults – 
are aware that, ‘Hey, I can join 
a team regardless of where 
I live in the city, how much 
money I have or the other 
barriers to entry,’” Park said.

Park and his full-time staff 
expanded programming to 
include early childhood and 
adults, as well as futsal, a 
popular form of indoor soccer 
played on a smaller field and 
with a small ball. Participa-
tion has grown to about 6,000 
players, including 1,000 play-
ers in its free after school 
leagues. ASA also increased 
its scholarship offerings from 
about $4,000 in the 90s to 
about $600,000 for 1,500 play-
ers in 2022.

During the last 10 years, 
ASA has made both big and 

SOCCER FROM | 8

COURTESY PHOTO
ASA has increased its player base from about 1,000 in 2010 to about 6,000 in 2021.

SEE SOCCER | 11

COURTESY PHOTO
ASA transitioned back to in-person programming in the fall of 2020, 
although masks were required for coaches, staff and players while 
they were on the bench.703-823-8886 • 4603 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22304 • samuraihibachiva.com

Save 15% on your 
next online order!
Use code “LOCAL” on our website.

Mon-Fri: 11am-9:30pm • Sat-Sun: 11am-10:30pm
Look for us on Facebook and Instagram!

ORDER: SAMURAIHIBACHIVA.COM

Best Sushi in Alexandria
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small changes. The travel 
program is now called Acad-
emy and Academy coaches 
are paid as part-time employ-
ees. Volunteer coaches in the 
rec league are still not paid, 
but ASA now pays for all gear 
and equipment, from goals 
and cones to jerseys and first 
aid kits. There are also now 
in-house coaching clinics.

According to Park, the goal 
has been to maintain ASA’s 
grassroots emphasis while 
developing a unified vision.

“The point is no matter 
what form of an organiza-
tional structure we’ve devel-
oped into, that organic 
interaction between neigh-
bors and developing lifelong 
friends not just for the play-
ers but for the parents is one 
of the most powerful things,” 
Park said.

For some volunteers, 
ASA’s evolution has been an 
improvement. 

“If you need some help 
figuring out what to run in 
practice, they have more 
resources and they have more 
people who are willing to come 
and out help,” DeNunzio said.

For others, ASA’s shift 
toward professionalization 
has provided structure some-

times at the cost of the creative 
problem solving, collaboration 
and diverse viewpoints that 
came from an entirely volun-
teer-run operation.

“Everybody brought their 
own perspective to it, and 
it wasn’t just, ‘Ok, this is 
what we’re doing,’” Satter-
field said. “Not that there’s 
anything wrong with that 
because structure is good in 
certain ways, but I think that 
things came out of having all 
these different people. Ideas 
came out of all these different 
people.”

Pandemic play
More recently, ASA had 

to undergo an even more 
significant evolution due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
March 2020, like all athletics 
organizations, ASA paused 
everything. Suddenly, the 
very concept of close, physical 
contact was a threat.

In lieu of in-person 
programming, ASA coaches 
offered virtual workout 
sessions, training and drills. 
However, since soccer is an 
outdoor sport, ASA was able 
to start transitioning into 
physically distanced, masked 
summer camps in 2020. By fall 
2020, ASA started opening up 
its program offerings, requir-

ing masks for coaches, staff 
and players on the bench.

Although the pandemic 
posed challenges for ASA, the 
organization was able to focus 
further on community part-
nerships with Alexandria City 
Public Schools and the city’s 
Department of Recreation, 
Parks and Cultural Activities 
in the form of its School Plus 
and Camp Alex programs.

“With ACPS, we did an 
all outdoor classroom for the 
entire year where we had kids 
come whose parents needed 
care during the day, and we 
had stations during the day,” 
Park said. “… We hired half 
coaches and half educators, 
so when kids had little breaks, 
the coaches could go do little 
activities with them in small 
groups. Then while the kids 
were learning virtually, they 
all had their little computers, 
we had tutors to help make 
sure that they were on board.”

Ellie Goodrich, a current 
ASA player and recipient of 
the first annual ASA Grif-
fin Award, said the pandemic 
gave her the opportunity to 
get involved in the community 
in new ways. 

“To me, it was great indi-
vidually to focus a little bit 
more on skills and focusing 
on myself instead of being 
immersed in a team that has a 
broader goal,” Goodrich said.

Looking back on the last 50 
years of Alexandria Soccer – 
the friendships formed, games 
won and lessons learned – 
Lavalle, who has been there 
almost since day one, said 
although Alexandria and ASA 
have changed, the value of a 
community organization like 
ASA stays the same. 

“I don’t think every kid 
wants to be or should be or 
there’s a chance for them to 
be a great soccer player, but if 
it gives them a love for sport, 
I think sport can solve, if you 
embrace it, a lot of our issues 
in this world,” Lavalle said. 
“We tend to come together for 
sport.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
For its first 40 years, ASA was entirely run by volunteers who 
coached, set up fields and scraped together money to send their 
travel teams to tournaments.

COURTESY PHOTO
Players from all over Northern Virginia and even D.C. and Maryland 
participate in ASA’s travel program, now called Academy.
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response to swelling public 
interest in the case, saying 
that the city “is aware of the 
incident, that it was adjudi-
cated in Court, and that the 
defendant was acquitted.”

The statement went on 
to say that details regarding 
incidents involving juveniles 
“must remain confidential and 
cannot be shared” pursuant 
to Virginia State Law Section 
16.1 – 301.

The section in question 
details the confidentiality 
of juvenile law enforcement 
records and disclosures to the 
school principal and related 
persons. Specifically, section 
A states that “such records 
with respect to such juvenile 
shall not be open to public 
inspection nor their contents 
disclosed to the public unless 
a juvenile 14 years of age or 
older is charged with a violent 
felony.” 

But section B states that, 
“Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the chief of 
police or sheriff of a juris-
diction or his designee may 
disclose, for the protection 
of the juvenile, his fellow 
students and school person-
nel, to the school principal 
that a juvenile is a suspect in 
or has been charged with a 
violent felony.”

The law also states that the 
principal may use discretion 
in providing such informa-
tion to a “threat assessment 
team established by the local 
school division,” although 
the threat assessment team is 
barred from sharing informa-
tion about the juvenile with 
the public. 

In the case of the incident 
at Minnie Howard, one of the 
students was charged with 
aggravated sexual battery, 
rape and forcible sodomy, all 
of which are felonies under 
Virginia code.

The incident was mentioned 
at a School Board meeting on 
March 3, during which ACPS 
staff presented to the board a 

summary of security incidents 
that had taken place in the first 
two quarters of the school year. 

“Upon notification of 
the allegation, the alleged 
aggressor was removed from 
campus,” ACPS staff said in 
the report presented to the 
School Board. “This student 
was placed into virtual learn-
ing as APD investigated the 
allegation. This student was 
officially charged with an 
offense related to this allega-
tion on Jan. 13, 2022.”

But many parents and 
community members contend 
that the city could have – and 
should have – informed the 
community immediately that 
an incident was, more broadly, 
being investigated, without 
sharing specific details or 
names. 

In fact, on Oct. 6, 2021, 
Alexandria City High School 
Principal Peter Balas released 
a statement informing fami-
lies of an incident at ACHS in 
which a student was arrested 
for bringing a handgun on 
campus. 

“The safety and security of 
our Titan students and staff 
are a top priority. Please be 
assured that all information 
provided to us on such matters 
is taken seriously and that we 
will continue to be purpose-
ful and persistent in our 
approaches to school safety,” 
the statement read. 

Recently, an incident at 
Thomas Dale High School in 
Chesterfield County resulted 
in the arrest of a 15-year-old 
student for rape and abduc-

tion charges of a classmate 
who was forced into a school 
restroom. The school’s prin-
cipal confirmed the incident 
to parents and community 
members without naming the 
suspect or providing specific 
details. 

ACPS spokesperson Julia 
Burgos told the Washington 
Post that the district “followed 
its normal protocols” in 
handling the October assault. 

“[Burgos] said the school 
system informs all parents at 
a school campus, in consulta-
tion with police, when there 
is a possible threat to campus 
safety. Sometimes, she noted, 
the school and police must 
together consider whether 
releasing information will 
impede law enforcement 
investigations,” the Post arti-
cle said. 

This has left some parents 
wondering: If the district felt it 
appropriate to release general 
information about a student 
bringing a gun on campus, 
why didn’t it also release 
general information about the 
alleged assault?

One ACPS parent, who 
wished to remain anonymous 
because his daughter is still 
a student at Minnie Howard 
and will be referred to as John, 
expressed frustration over 
the fact that parents were not 
provided with any information 
on the Oct. 6 incident.

“[Events like this] are 
nothing new, but don’t bury 
it and hide it. You can inform 
us every day on everything 
else; why can’t you inform 
us on this?” John said. “ 
… The fact that it took the 
press to break the story is 
unacceptable. Sunshine is the 
best disinfectant.” 

Another parent, who also 
has children in the system and 
thus wished to remain anon-
ymous and will be referred to 
as Jane, said her daughter was 
jumped by several girls back on 
Oct. 18, 2018. The Times was 
able to independently verify 
that the incident resulted in 
an arrest, according to the 

police report submitted for the 
incident. Jane said, the group 
videotaped the assault, which 
showed them hitting and 
ripping out the girl’s hair. 

According to Jane, 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Bryan Porter called her and 
discouraged her from pressing 
charges, which she said she 
declined. 

“He said, ‘Is your daugh-
ter really sure she’s going 
through with this or is this 
you?’ and that [we] were going 
to ruin [the perpetrator’s] life,” 
Jane said. “So it was pres-
sure, pressure, and finally I 
was like, ‘Bryan, I’m sorry, I 
don’t appreciate the phone 
call. We’re going through with 
this.’”

Regarding the current inci-
dent, the parent said she expe-
rienced a flurry of anger all 
over again. 

“It makes me furious. As a 
parent I’m not looking for who 
did it, just transparency from 
the schools,” Jane said. “Just 
some communication of, ‘Hey 
this is what happened, and 
these are the steps that we’re 
going to do to make sure that 
your students feel safe coming 
to school.’” 

In response to the allega-
tion from Jane, Porter said in a 
statement: “I have determined 
that the case was charged and 
that my office prosecuted the 
matter to a conclusion (ie. the 
case was not dropped by my 
office). In light of the Code of 
Virginia, which provides for 
strict confidentiality for juve-
nile proceedings, and given 
this was a misdemeanor 
matter, my office cannot make 
any additional comments.” 

However, he did speak 
separately on the October inci-
dent at Minnie Howard, stat-
ing in an interview with the 
Times that in order to protect 
the involved juveniles, the 
Code of Virginia “places strict 
limits on the information law 
enforcement agencies may 
share regarding juvenile inves-
tigations, arrests and court 
proceedings. These limits are 

especially important where the 
outcome of a juvenile case does 
not result in an adjudication of 
criminal responsibility.” 

He went on to say that 
because of the public inter-
est in the case, his office 
“confirms it worked with the 
Alexandria Police Department 
to investigate allegations, 
that a juvenile was charged 
with several serious offenses, 
that the matter was tried and 
that the juvenile was found 
to not be criminally respon-
sible for the charged offenses. 
Given the outcome of the case, 
pursuant to section 16.1-301, 
-305B1, -305C and 16.1-309, 
the Office of the Common-
wealth’s Attorney can make 
no further comment on this 
matter.”

In response to the Times’ 
request for comment, Burgos 
reiterated in an emailed state-
ment that ACPS followed 
policy. 

“We do not provide details 
regarding specifics about 
students due to privacy 
concerns. ACPS followed 
protocols and worked closely 
with police in this situation. 
We are unable to provide 
specific information about the 
incident and any disciplinary 
consequences for the students 
involved,” Burgos said.

Alexandria police spokes-
person Marcel Bassett said that 
the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment was made aware of the 
March 18 city statement before 
its release. He also confirmed 
in an email that APD worked 
with the city to investigate the 
October assault.

“We were notified of the 
incident, and as we do in all 
the situations of the same cali-
ber, we investigated, found 
reason to charge a suspect and 
arrested a suspect,” Bassett 
said. 

In an email on Oct. 9 that 
was part of the National 
Review FOIA, and which the 
Times obtained separately, 
Acting Police Chief Don Hayes 

[Events like 
this] are nothing 
new, but don’t 

bury it and hide it. You 
can inform us every day 
on everything else; why 
can’t you inform us on 
this? ... The fact that it 
took the press to break 
the story is unacceptable. 

– Anonymous 
ACPS parent
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also confirmed the incident to 
a concerned parent, saying, 
“There was a large fight on 
Tuesday at the Bradlee Shop-
ping Center, and we are inves-
tigating a sexual assault and a 
weapons charge that occurred 
on Wednesday.”

Some have speculated that 
the assault may have influ-
enced the ongoing debate 
about school resource officers 
in schools. City Council voted 
to reinstate SROs on Oct. 13, 
2021, shortly after School 
Board Chair Meagan Alder-
ton sent an email, which was 
quoted in the National Review 
and obtained separately by the 
Times, to council notifying 
them that an alleged incident 
was being investigated. Mayor 
Justin Wilson, who has consis-
tently voted to keep SROs, 
told the Times that while he 
supported the decision to rein-
state them, the issue is about 
more than any one incident. 

“SROs are one of many 
supports that we provide for 
safety and security for our 
kids. I’m never going to point 
at one incident and 
say, ‘Got ya, that’s 
why we need SROs’ 
because there’s no 
way you could make 
an argument that 
something would or 
would not happen 
because of an SRO,” 
Wilson said. 

Wilson did not 
refute any of the facts in the 
initial National Review article 
– a followup piece was released 
on Monday –  but said there is 
more to the story and that the 
press release from the city was 
a step in the right direction.

“I’m going to try to get that 
out to the public to the extent 
we can,” Wilson said. “... 
Hopefully the police depart-
ment and the Commonwealth 
Attorney’s Office will be able 
to provide some additional 
information … about exactly 

what happened on the city’s 
side of the equation. I’ll let the 
schools speak for themselves 
on their piece.”

It should also 
be noted that in a 
March 14 School 
Board meeting, 
four days before the 
National Review 
story was published, 
ACPS Superinten-
dent Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings, Ed.D. 
discouraged board 

members from speaking with 
the media on division-wide 
topics during a conversation 
about the board’s operating 
procedures. 

“I get bombarded by people 
at events as soon as I step off 
the stage, and I say, ‘You gotta 
wait until I talk to my team 
first, because I want to make 
sure what the pros and cons 
are of it’” Hutchings said. 
“Sometimes I want to respond 
to something and when I talk 
to the team they’re like, ‘But 

if you do this, then this could 
happen’ and sometimes I want 
to respond anyway, but at least 
I get to hear their perspective 
around, ‘Well what are the 
implications of my response 
or how could somebody take 
this out of context?’ which has 
happened to me before.”

At the meeting, School 
Board member Abdel Elnoubi 
pushed back. 

“We are accountable to our 
constituents,” Elnoubi said. 
“Officials should be able to 
talk to our community without 
filtering anything if we don’t 
have to or if we don’t want to.”

In response to the Times’ 
request for comment on Hutch-
ings’ statement to the board, 
Burgos pointed to the ACPS 
Media and Public Relations 
Policy, which states that, “News 
and information concern-
ing school events, person-
nel, students, and programs 
shall be released to the press 
only with the approval of the 
Office of Communications and 

in accordance with State and 
federal laws regarding confi-
dentiality.”

The statement goes on to 
say that, “All matters repre-
senting the official position 
of the School Board prepared 
for publication by any of its 
employees shall be approved 
by the Office of Communi-
cations, the Superintendent 
or designee, and the School 
Board Chair or designee prior 
to release.”

John asserted ACPS’ 
handling of the Minnie Howard 
incident should serve as a jump-
ing off point for a change in 
district policy to both prevent 
similar instances from occur-
ring in the future and keep the 
community in the loop. 

“Hiding it doesn’t help us 
solve the problem. The commu-
nity solves this problem,” John 
said. “If you highlight it, you 
start addressing it immediately, 
and you change your busi-
nesses and procedures.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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Weekly Words

NOT I by Matthew Stock and Emet Ozar, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
LAWRENCE CLEMENTS (96), formerly of Alexandria,  
March 18, 2022
MARGARET DAUGHERTY (92), of Alexandria, March 19, 2022
VIRGIE FRIED (78), of Alexandria, March 16, 2022
NELSON GREENE JR. (79), of Alexandria, March 14, 2022
PATRICIA HUMPHREY (84), of Alexandria, March 15, 2022
ORRON KEE (86), of Alexandria, March 10, 2022
ROBERT MARKLE (92), of Alexandria, March 14, 2022
REKA SLATER (94), of Alexandria, March 15, 2022
BARBARA YATES (83), formerly of Alexandria, March 11, 2022

ACROSS
1 Short putt
6 Apple assistant
10 Something to scratch
14 Fluffy footwear brand
17 Omit in pronunciation
18 Gin's go-with
19 Hot rod's sound
21 Shade
22 Trade of swindling secrets? (In 

this clue's answer, note letter 1)
24 Venue for a hand drum con-

cert? (... letter 2)
26 Intellectual thrills
27 Mass email intro
29 Pole ___ (Olympic event)
30 Triage ctrs.
31 Ringing things in a tropical 

forest? (... letter 2)
33 Reindeer's feet
37 Pans' partners
38	 "Affirmative"
39 Pirate's booty, after being set 

on	fire?	(...	letter	4)
43 Hedren of "The Birds"
47 Valuable holdings
48 Possess
49 Reclined
51 Candies on a rope, sometimes
53 That and that
54 Casual hairstyles?
55 Type of bike for two

57 Iranian currency
58 Totally stink
60 Nickname that drops "hew"
61 Greets someone from afar
63 Bill dispenser that's out of 

order? (... letter 6)
67 Rounded roofs
68 Like some home cooking? (... 

letter 7)
69 Wide area
70 "Indeed"
71 Hideout
72 Perfume vessel
73 Maker of motorcycles and 

keyboards
75 Respectful address
76 Was at the wheel
81 What makes you a sucker?
83 Not any
84 It really gives a hoot
85 Alligator's cousin
86 Uses a swizzle stick
88 One who makes your bed on a 

ship? (... letter 2)
91 Quaker morsel
93 ___ Day (Wednesday)
94 Tweaks
95 Spots to store hiking shoes? 

(... letter 6)
100 Jigsaw solver's concern
101 Section of a song
102	 Wilson	of	"The	Office"
103 Pastrami and others

109	 Hallmark	employee's	first	
product? (... letter 4)

111 Chopper used to take pic-
tures? (... letter 9, and note 
what	all	the	specified	letters	
spell)

113 Name within "Shania"
114 Partner of "aahed"
115 Colorado or Congo
116 Tea of "Madame Secretary"
117 "Then again ..."
118 ___ buco
119 Some Sharon Olds poems
120 Car or can problems

DOWN
1	 C.S.	major's	future	field
2 Lotion ingredient
3 ___ colada
4 Asked for one's license, say
5 "I can help another customer!"
6 Telenovelas, e.g.
7 Roadside lodgings
8 Manipulate, as a game
9	 Arctic	fishing	shelters
10 Drip source in a hospital
11 Online menace
12 2021 NBA All-Star Mike
13 Take all of
14 Rental truck brand
15 Some seabirds
16 Hanukkah treat
18 ___ trap (alluring Instagram 

post)
20 Unpacks and gets settled
23 Doctrines
25 "2001: A Space Odyssey" 

computer
28 Keeps cool or warm
31 ___ of Arc
32 Wager
33 "Quiet!"
34 Guess hedge
35 Bits of dough?
36 Seasoned pro
37 Church seats
39 Softball club
40 Castle for castling
41 Long one-star reviews
42 "___ Mubarak"
44 Oscar nominee Rosie whose 

surname has the same conso-
nants as "prize"

45 Solid that makes a rainbow
46 State known for potatoes
50 Game show vehicle, maybe
52 Thin
54 Humiliate
55 "Beautiful Surprise" singer
56	 When	repeated,	a	fish	used	in	

tacos
59 Artisan's website
60 Brooding parent
62 Lush with greenery
63	 Software	engineers,	briefly
64 Leaves

65 In pieces
66 ___ Lama
67 Hollywood's Keaton
71 Cheerful tune
74 Mass of people
75 Trade
77 Fair attraction
78 Representative Ilhan
79 Brand of skater shoes
80 Sinus doc
82 Had as a pen pal
84 Units of resistance
85 Laker's Boston rival
87 Spanish seasoning
89 Enter the big leagues
90 Clothing worker
92 Scrolls in arks
95 Designer Geoffrey
96 Go in circles?
97 Sch. west of Tulsa
98 Isn't indifferent
99 Youngster
100 Honors lavishly
101 Feb. 14
103 "Mourning" bird
104 Jell-O ___ (shaped food)
105 Fencing sword
106 Heaps and heaps
107 Outdoor reception shelter
108 Indian titles
110 103-Down's cry
112 Concealed
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Evaluate your 
treatment options  
for spring
BY DR. VIVEK SINHA

The weather is getting 
warmer, the days are getting 
longer and in doctor’s offices 
across the country, calls are 
coming in from people asking 
for help with their seasonal 
allergies. The runny nose, the 
itchy eyes, the sneezing: Is 
there no relief for these symp-
toms? Luckily, there is a lot 
that we know about seasonal 
allergies and more impor-
tantly, there are many things 
that can be done to help. But 
like most things in medi-
cine, we should start with the 
basics.

The medical term 
that physicians use most 
commonly when talking 
about seasonal allergies is 
allergic rhinosinusitis. It is 
a combination of symptoms 
that includes postnasal drip, 
cough, sneezing, runny nose, 
itching of the eyes, nose and 
palate and fatigue. This condi-
tion is extremely common 
in the United States and the 
economic burden it causes is 
significant. According to the 
National Library of Medicine, 
up to 30% of the U.S. popula-
tion suffers from some level of 
allergic rhinosinusitis.

Seasonal allergic rhinosi-
nusitis is actually caused by an 

allergy to indoor and outdoor 
allergens. Outdoor allergens 
include pollen from trees, 
grass and other plants. These 
allergy symptoms are usually 
predictable and reproduc-
ible year to year. The types of 
pollen can vary depending on 
geographic location. Indoor 
allergens usually include mold 
spores, cockroaches, animal 
dander and dust mites. 

How do doctors diagnose 
allergic rhinosinusitis? While 
there are multiple factors to 
consider, obtaining an accu-
rate and thorough history of 
symptoms is the first and most 
important step. After taking 
a thorough history, the next 
most important step is a thor-
ough physical examination. 
There are certain specific find-
ings that we see in patients. 
The skin of the nasal passages 
frequently will have a bluish 
tinge. Clear drainage may be 
visible in the front of the nasal 
passages or may even be seen 
dripping down the back of the 
throat. When this happens, 
the posterior pharynx may 
become inflamed and look like 
little cobblestones.

Allergy testing via blood 
testing or skin testing is 
an option. While both of 
these tests are very helpful 
in narrowing down specific 
allergens, the tests are not 
necessary to perform prior 
to making a formal diagno-

sis and formulating a treat-
ment plan. As a primary care 
physician, I will often diag-
nose and treat patients based 
on clinical symptoms and 
history. However, in patients 
with symptoms who are not 
responding to treatment, 
those with unclear symptoms 
or very severe symptoms or 
those with concurrent severe 
asthma symptoms, we will 
often refer to an allergist for 
formal testing. 

When it comes to treat-
ment, luckily, we have several 
good options for patients 
suffering from this condition.

Often, the first line of treat-
ment is utilizing nasal saline 
sprays/irrigation. These sprays 
can wash away allergens from 
the nasal passage and may 
resolve symptoms or they may 
be used immediately prior to 
using medicated nasal sprays. 
Saline nasal sprays are readily 
available over the counter and 
come in many different types 
of spray bottles, bulb syringes 
and neti pots. Due to the risk 
of bacteria, tap water is not 
recommended for nasal rinse. 

The next line agent that 
we would go to is a glucocor-
ticoid, or steroid, nasal spray. 
Typical examples are Nasacort 
and Flonase, although there 
are generic options available 
as well. These highly effec-
tive sprays are the single most 
effective treatment for main-

tenance therapy with the 
least amount of side effects. 
They target nasal congestion, 
sneezing, nasal itching and 
postnasal drip. While they 
can start working within an 
hour or two, in patients who 
have long-standing untreated 
symptoms, several days of 
treatment may be neces-
sary prior to seeing the maxi-
mum benefit. Since these 
are steroids, they should be 
used only as directed and 
with caution. While the risk 
is small, long-term use of 
these medications can cause 
systemic side effects in both 
children and adults.

A third type of nasal spray 
is known as antihistamine 
nasal sprays. Examples include 
Astepro Allergy and Patanase. 
These medications have a 
rapid onset of action, but they 
often have a bitter taste that is 
bothersome to some people. 
These nasal sprays are a good 
option in people who need to 
avoid steroids, although they 
are typically not as effective.

The next line of medica-
tions that we often use are 
oral antihistamine pills. There 
are many over the counter 
options available, such as 
Benadryl, Claritin, Zyrtec 
or Allegra. These medicines 
target the histamine recep-
tors and reduce the symptoms 
of sneezing, itching and runny 
nose. They are divided into 

first- and second-generation 
medications. The second-gen-
eration medications, such as 
Allegra, Zyrtec and Claritin, 
are usually preferred because 
they are less sedating.

Although they are less used 
and are generally not as effec-
tive as the over-the-counter 
options, prescription options 
are a useful add-on when 
symptoms are not able to be 
managed by over-the-counter 
medications alone. These 
medications have different 
mechanisms of action, which 
is why they may be useful as 
an add-on therapy. Examples 
of these medications include 
Singulair, a pill, Atrovent, an 
oral inhaler, and NaslCrom, a 
nasal spray.  

There are also allergy shots 
for patients who have severe 
symptoms and whose condi-
tion is not improved by any of 
these medications.

Allergy treatment options 
are wide and varied, however, 
it is important to speak to your 
individual provider to ensure 
that these options are a safe 
and viable option given your 
individual medical history. So, 
speak to your doctor and get 
out and enjoy the weather!

The writer is chief 
medical officer of Belleview 
Medical Partners, an office 

and house call practice 
based in Old Town.

Prepare for allergy season

TimesLivinq
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Couple finds comfort 
in downsizing to one-
bedroom condo
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

An orchid sits nestled in 
the windowsill of Tess and 
George Banion’s bedroom in 
their Old Town condominium, 
its pink flowers illuminated by 
the rays of a late March sun. 
Visible in the window even 
from outside on Green Street, 
the 30 blooms appear like a 
candle in the dark, a sign that 
says, “Yes, you are welcome.”

The orchid wasn’t always 
there. The Banions moved to 
Alexandria in April 2021 from 
Lawrence, Kansas to be closer 

to their daughter and grand-
children, downsizing in the 
process. Their one-bedroom 
Old Town condo is an exer-
cise in creativity, as they have 
found a way to make do with 
less. While they had a balcony 
with herbs and flowers in 
Kansas, they now have flow-
ers sprouting in window boxes 
throughout their Alexandria 
home. The orchid is the crown 
jewel, having started as a twig 
after sustaining damage in the 
move. 

Like the orchid, their home 
started small but has blos-
somed into something beau-
tiful.

“You take advantage of 

everything you can,” Tess 
Banion, an author and film-
maker, said. “… I think the 
strategy is ‘have fun, be 
creative and don’t give up.’ 
What can we do to make this 
better?”

The Banions’ condo is split 
between a bedroom, bath-
room, kitchen, living/dining 
room area and an entry-
way. The living/dining room, 
which contains a couch, T.V. 
and two tables – one for more 
formal dining and one that 
functions as both a work space 
and everyday place for meals 
– takes up the most space. It’s 
not too big or too small – it’s 
just enough.

“[People] do say it’s cozy, 
which is a codeword for ‘not 
real big,’ but that’s ok. I 

wanted it cozy,” Banion said.
For Banion and her 

husband, the space is exactly 
what they were looking for 
when they moved to Alexan-
dria. 

“We didn’t want to spend 
a ton of money on fixing up 
something or getting the high 
end anything. We wanted to 
be able to enjoy our life, have 
a cushion and get something 
that was moderately priced 
that was also excellent,” 
Banion said. 

That’s a tall order, espe-
cially in Alexandria, but the 
Banions found a place that fit 
the bill. Prior to buying the 
condo in February 2021, Tess 
Banion said she hadn’t even 
been able to tour the place in 
person. Her husband had come 

for a visit and shown it off to 
her over Zoom. Even through 
the digital veil, Banion said 
she knew it was the right fit. 
The first thing that caught her 
eye was the entryway.

“That is so important to 
me to have this feeling of an 
entryway,” Banion said. “You 
can greet people. You bring 
them into your home.”

The elements that for some 
people would have seemed like 
inconveniences were selling 
points for the Banions. There 
was only one bedroom, and 
the kitchen is small enough 
that opening the dishwasher 
blocks egress and ingress.

“I think it’s all about 
expectations. If you come in 

Less is more

SEE CONDO | 17
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Tess and George Banion’s Old Town condominium includes a living/dining room area, shown here, bedroom, bathroom, kitchen and entryway.
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thinking, … ‘We’re going to 
make it perfect,’ nothing’s 
perfect,” Banion said. “If you 
wanted perfect, you wouldn’t 
get a 6’x8’ kitchen. But in 
truth, the way it has worked 
out, it is perfect.”

It helped that the Banions 

had downsized before. When 
it comes to “stuff,” the objects 
that clutter a space, the Banions 
are used to letting go. In their 
previous condo in Kansas, 
there was a fire in the commu-
nal storage area, destroy-
ing the items they had stored 
there, which included photos, 
camping gear and golf clubs. 

“The sad part was that 
we lost some memorabilia, 
pictures and stuff like that, 
that we had stored. That was 
heartbreaking,” Banion said. 
“But my husband went and 
found his golf club and he 
looked at it and he just threw 
it. I said, ‘Oh honey, you’re 
really [upset.]’ He said, ‘No, 

I’ve just never been able to 
putt. To hell with that thing.’”

Instead of embarking on 
expensive renovation proj-
ects to completely reshape 
the space, the Banions used 
simple design concepts. None 
of the furniture in their condo 
goes down to the floor, allow-
ing them to both show off the 

dark wood floors and make 
their condo feel more spacious.

“It was all about keeping 
it airy and light and making 
it appear bigger than it is,” 
Banion said.

The walls are also covered 
in art from friends, family and 
Paul Flinders, the artist who 
illustrated Tess Banion’s novel 
“A Parting Glass.” Flinders’ 
creations depict childish 
figures with large heads and 
wide eyes, reminiscent of 
something out of a Tim Burton 
film. One piece portrays Eliz-
abeth, the protagonist in 
Banion’s novel. Together, 
Flinders’ illustrations provide 
the condo with a little bit of 
edge and mystery.

The placement of paint-
ings and furniture is strate-
gic and designed so that there 
are different stylistic pockets 
of the home that feel holis-
tic yet diverse. One corner of 
the living room has an orange 

SEE CONDO | 18
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PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Tess Banion is a published author, and she has created a writing 
space in her bedroom, within sight of the orchid.

PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Paul Flinders illustrated Banion’s novel, “A Parting Glass,” and his 
dark, haunting work is featured throughout the Banions’ home.

HOMES 
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chair with a lamp behind it 
that Banion said is meant to be 
reminiscent of a 1950s beauty 
salon. Meanwhile, the dining 
room table with its patterned 
chairs and overhanging chan-
delier is a “French area,” 
Banion said.

There is always something 
to look at in the Banions’ 
condo, and because of its size, 
each piece of furniture and 
art stands out and makes a 
statement.

“Have fun with your space. 
Be creative, try different 
things. I don’t expect people 
are going to like everything 
that I have,” Banion said.

The most significant and 
expensive change to their new 
home was the tiny kitchen. 
The Banions swapped out the 
traditional refrigerator for a 
set of undercounter refrigera-
tion units and a freezer. They 
installed a smaller stove, took 
out some shelves and maxi-

mized counter space. With 
less refrigerator space, Banion 
said she and her husband have 
to think rethink some things 
that most people take for 
granted, such as how much 
they buy at the grocery store.

“Living in a small space 

means you use everything you 
can, and you get smart about, 
all right, you just stop in the 
store every couple of days for 
milk,” Banion said.

Other than the kitchen, 
the other place Banion has 
invested in is her writing 

space. The chair at her writ-
ing desk, which is located in 
the bedroom within sight of 
the orchid, is one of the most 
expensive pieces of furniture 
in the condo, according to 
Banion. Although she enjoys 
writing at coffee shops, Banion 

said the creative sanctuary at 
home helps a lot, especially as 
she has started work on a new 
book.

“What I do find is when 
I get in and I start writing, I 
could be there two hours and I 
wouldn’t even know it. It would 
be like a blink,” Banion said.

More than anything, 
moving into their cozy condo 
has helped the Banions real-
ize what matters most to 
them and their lifestyle. 
They are three miles away 
from their daughter, within 
walking distance of King 
Street and happy with what 
they have. Downsizing can 
be uplifting.

“Why be so picky? I’m 71. 
Do I want to spend [my time] 
being unhappy that I don’t 
have a parking space? Just 
think about it as that’s a few 
steps that I can get in that 
might help me live longer. 
Living small, you have to 
embrace that,” Banion said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
The kitchen involved the most work. The Banions removed the traditional refrigerator and replaced it 
with undercounter refrigeration units.

HOMES 

A great kitchen is intentionally crafted with your 
family in mind. M&M kitchens are where beauty and 
functionality collide. Rory Callaghan, our Kitchen 
Planning Director here at M&M, is also a highly skilled 
cook in many cuisines. He consults recipes but doesn’t 
follow them to the letter. “I ponder each night’s menu 
asking, ‘Where do we want to eat tonight?... France, 
Italy, Japan, Morocco?’ I gather ingredients and spices 
and the meal almost makes itself.”

M&M cabinets feature today’s best specialty hardware 
for functionality that is FUN! Paired with premium 
appliances, your luxury kitchen will be a powerhouse 
of cooking performance. When your kitchen is easy to 
work in and feels like home, life is just better. 

Food Feeds the Body.
Beauty feeds the soul.

817 S. WASHINGTON ST.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314
(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please send all inquiries to  
roryc@mandmappliance.com 
or call Rory today at 301-537-3515! 

A new M&M kitchen 
will make life at home 
more enjoyable.

817 S. WASHINGTON ST. | ALEXANDRIA, 23314

Contact Rory Callaghan at  
301-537-3515 or roryc@mandmappliance.com
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When reselling, 
consider the work 
you put in and your 
expected value
BY ELIZABETH LUCCHESI

The fixer-upper: Everybody 
wants to know how to make a 
dollar in this day of high infla-
tion. People want real estate. 
People want gold. While I don’t 
know a thing about gold, except 
what I wear on my hands, I do 
know real estate. 

The wrong 
way to price your 
finished fixer-up-
per is to add an 
arbitrary number 
to your total costs 
at the end of the 
process. 

The right way 
is to think in terms 
of thirds when you’re going 
to buy, fix up and sell.  About 
one third of the purchase price 
should be what it cost you to 
improve it.  Roughly a third of 
the list price for your finished 
product should be the equiva-
lent of what you want to walk 
away with. 

Let’s walk through it, 
assuming an arbitrary amount 

of $150,000 for the purchase 
price. The rule of thumb is 
to allot about 30% of the 
purchase price for renovations. 
Thirty percent of $150,000 is 
$45,000. Add in scope creep 
costs and you’re at $50,000 for 
renovation costs.  

Scope creep, loosely 
explained, is when you budget 
for basic tile, but then you 
install Italian handmade tile 
from Vietri. Essentially, you’re 

over budget. This 
can put your budget 
and project at risk, 
but keep it in check 
and you’ll still come 
out on top.

So, you’ve put in 
roughly $200,000. 
If you want to walk 
away with $100,000 
in your pocket when 

selling your home, factor 
in rolling realtor commis-
sions, and your list price will 
be $325,000.  That includes 
$100,000 for your heavy lifting 
and what you’ve paid for the 
real estate commissions and 
closing costs for the buyer. 

Now, in this market, in 
Northern Virginia, these are 
outlandish real estate prices.  

You won’t come across those 
numbers, but you can do the 
math on your own home and 
find out what works.

But remember: The bigger 
the house, the bigger the 
number because you want to 
mitigate your exposure to risk.

A few other important 
things to consider:

Expect the unexpected
Limited contractor options, 

material shortages, shipping 

delays, unexpected weather 
and other hiccups are bound 
to happen. Adding cushion 
to your budget and project 
timeline will help you pivot 
and keep things moving as 
smoothly as possible. 

Location, location, 
location

It’s a mantra in real estate – 
and for good reason. A poten-
tial buyer may fall in love 
with the home you create, 

but not the location, and 
that can be a deal-breaker. 

Inspections
Don’t let superficial flaws 

deter you from the home, but 
carefully consider key compo-
nents like the foundation, 
HVAC and roof, among others. 
Major structural issues are 
a big red flag and usually a 
money pit.

The writer is the founder 
of the LizLuke Team of Long 
& Foster Real Estate. She is 

also a buyer and seller agent.

The formula for your fixer-upper

FILE PHOTO
When pricing your fixer-upper, about one third of the purchase price should be the cost of improvements made to the home.
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Declutter, add some 
greenery and a fresh 
coat of paint
BY MARY ELLEN ROTONDO

Now that the sun is shin-
ing and warmer breezes are 
beginning to blow, it’s hard 
not to get the itch to do some 
spring spruce-up around your 
home. Homeowners don’t 
want to spend a lot of money 
in the current economy, and 
with some quick cleaning and 
home décor ideas, nominal 
spending is needed.  

Open the curtains and 
let the sunlight in. Natu-
ral sunlight adds energy and 
openness to a space. Replace 
heavy draperies with light 
and airy curtains that will 
let the sunshine in. Add new 
throw pillows to your couch 
to brighten and change the 
dynamic of your living space. 
Replace a heavy tablecloth 
and formal centerpiece with 
lighter spring décor. Place 
flowers with fresh cut greens 
from the yard in a clear glass 

vase for a lighter, seasonal 
tableau.

Clean windows, inside 
and outside, to frame all that 
springtime green. For an easy 
homemade glass cleaner, mix 
equal parts distilled white 
vinegar and water. Pour into 
a reusable spray bottle and 
channel your inner Hazel.

Declutter your house – 
less is more. No matter how 
wonderfully designed or 
refined a space may be, its 
overall function and beauty 
can be seriously diminished 
by clutter. Box it, bag it, sell it 
or donate it – just get rid of it.  

Swap in new accessories 
like new towels in the bath-
room, new pillows on the bed 
or a new area rug to change 
the vibe of an entire room. 
Check out deals at local thrift 
stores, auction companies and 
home goods stores. 

Add greenery to your 
rooms. Whether you grow 
plants, have a windowsill herb 

Spring spruce-up 
strategies

FILE PHOTO
To spruce up your home for spring, add some greenery, whether it's 
a windowsill herb garden or bouquet made from wildflowers.
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summer work now. 
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garden or just arrange cut 
leaves and flowers, adding a 
bit of green is a quick way to 
spruce things up. Get cuttings 
from friends or make bouquets 
with wildflowers, budding 
branches and sculptural drift-
wood.

Reorganize your closets. 
Almost everyone hates to do 

it, but cleaning closets is a 
springtime tradition. Focus on 
one closet at a time, declutter-
ing, cleaning, and organizing 
as you go. 

Painting is a simple way to 
get big design bang for your 
buck. Paint can update old 
furniture, brighten a room or 
freshen up a front door, mail-
box or window trim. Choose 
timeless and coordinating – 

not necessarily matching, –
colors for a professional look.

Rearrange and Refresh. 
Sometimes sprucing up is as 
simple as rearranging what 
you already own. Rethink 
rooms and reconfigure furni-
ture. Furniture rearranging is 
also the perfect time to clean 
behind sofas and other large 
furniture pieces.

Outside, daffodils and 

hyacinth are cropping up 
everywhere and cherry blos-
soms are in peak bloom. Your 
dormant landscape is waking 
up. Grab a rake and clear out 
old leaves and branches that 
collected during the winter. 

It may take a little effort to 
get your garden beds ready for 
the spring growing season, but 
you’ll feel invigorated by the 
sun and seeing your neighbors 

working in their yards. Annu-
als and blooming bulbs are 
arriving at local retailers and 
trays of fresh herbs and vege-
tables are appearing at garden 
centers. Look out for weekend 
sales on mulch so you can get 
yours at a discount.  

Lay down a new door mat 
and plant spring blooms in 
containers near your front 
door, patio, porch or deck. If 
your containers are looking 
tired from the long winter, get 
some spray paint and make 
them look brand new.  

Spring arouses feelings of 
lightness, freshness and airi-
ness. Transfer those spring 
feelings to your home by light-
ening up your home’s interior 
and tidying up the exterior. By 
doing some simple and inex-
pensive sprucing up you’ll get 
a sense of renewal just in time 
for the season.

The writer is a licensed 
realtor at Compass, located at 

1004 King St. in Old Town.

FILE PHOTO
Adding a fresh coat of paint is a cost effective way to change the vibe of an entire room.
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HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

Situated on one quar-
ter acre of land in the heart 
of Alexandria on a quiet, 
wooded street, this renovated 
and stately colonial home 
with more than 3,400 square 
feet has it all. 

An eat-in, gourmet open 
kitchen features gran-
ite countertops, Thermador 
appliances, an abundance 
of counter space and a wine 

fridge. Gather in the family 
room off the kitchen that 
includes coffered ceilings, 
speakers in the ceiling, hard-
wood floors, plantation shut-
ters and a half bath for guests. 
The open floor plan makes 
this the ideal home for large 
gatherings and entertaining. 

The upstairs has four 
bedrooms, three full baths 
and a full-size washer and 

dryer. The lower level features 
a separate entrance ideal for 
an au pair or in-law suite, 
one full bath, a bedroom and 
a second full-size washer 
and dryer. The lower-level 
bedroom can be used for a 
gym, playroom or an addi-
tional family room that is able 
to be completely shut off from 
the rest of the home. 

The fenced in back yard 

is flat and is perfect for four-
legged friends and children. 
A walk-up attic offers tons 
of storage as well as another 
storage room on the lowest 
level. Centrally located, this 
home is also close to many 
local schools, grocery stores 
and a bus stop, and it is one 
mile to the Braddock Road 
Metro, 12 miles to D.C. and 
minutes from Old Town.

Quarter acre in the heart of Alexandria

COURTESY PHOTO

Address:  

714 Fontaine St., 

Alexandria 22302

Neighborhood:  

Rosemont

Price: $1,649,000

Bedrooms: 5

Bathrooms: 5

Year built: 1960

Contact:

Kristen Jones

McEnearney Associates 

Realtors, Old Town

kristen@kristenjones.com

KristenJones.com

703-851-2556

Left: Located in the heart of Alexandria, this home sits on a one quarter acre plot.
Middle: The kitchen includes granite countertops, Thermador appliances, a wine fridge and plenty of counter space.
Right:  The family room is located off of the kitchen and features coffered ceilings with speakers, hardwood floors and plantation shutters.
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Circling the wagons is one of 
the oldest defensive tactics in 
existence. It originally referred 
to Americans moving west 
in the 1800s who would posi-
tion their wagons in a circle for 
protection. It means “to gather 
a group of people together in 
order to protect them from being 
attacked,” according to Merri-
am-Webster.

The phrase is now usually 
used figuratively, but there’s 
little doubt that if Alexandria 
City Public Schools, the School 
Board, City Council and Mayor 
Justin Wilson actually owned 
wagons, they’d form a perfect 
360 right now.

For those unfamiliar with 
events of the past week, on 
March 18, the conservative 
publication National Review 
broke a story, based on emails 
and text exchanges obtained 
through Freedom of Informa-
tion Act requests, proving that 
ACPS Superintendent Dr. Greg-
ory Hutchings, Ed.D., the School 
Board, Wilson and City Council 
failed to notify parents that an 
alleged sexual assault took place 
at the Minnie Howard campus of 
Alexandria City High School on 
Oct. 6, 2021. 

A more recent defensive 
tactic, that was perhaps orig-
inated by 1960s activists, is to 
impugn the messenger when the 
facts of a situation are aligned 
against you. Thus, Wilson 
referred to National Review as a 
“fringe” publication, while not 
disputing the facts of the story, 
in a Facebook post that accompa-
nied a city statement responding 
to the story. 

National Review, founded 
almost 70 years ago by William F. 
Buckley, Jr., has been at the fore-
front of the American conser-
vative movement since then 
and has significantly influenced 
several U.S. presidents as well as 
domestic and world events. One 
may legitimately disagree with 
their perspective, but it’s silly to 
attempt to smear them with the 

label “fringe.”
That an incident took place 

at Minnie Howard on Oct. 6 
is beyond dispute. The city 
confirmed the incident and that 
charges of three violent felonies 
– aggravated sexual battery, rape 
and forcible sodomy – were filed 
against a 14-year-old suspect. 
Acting Police Chief Don Hayes 
confirmed that APD was investi-
gating a potential sexual assault 
from Oct. 6 in an email exchange 
with a frustrated parent three 
days later. The parent was 
concerned at the lack of informa-
tion from ACPS. See Times page 
1 story, “Alleged sexual assault 
comes to light,” for more infor-
mation.

The fact that ACPS did not 
immediately notify Minnie 
Howard parents of this incident is 
simply unacceptable. The school 
system is attempting to hide 
behind the bland statement that 
“it followed its protocols,” when 
in fact it did not. Those proto-
cols, according to ACPS Spokes-
person Julia Burgos, include “ … 
inform[ing] all parents at a school 
campus, in consultation with 
police, when there is a possible 
threat to campus safety.”

Unbelievably, in an email to 
ACHS parents on Oct. 6 about 
a separate dangerous incident 
– this one involving a student 
bringing a loaded handgun onto 
the main ACHS campus – Prin-
cipal Peter Balas said: “The 
safety and security of our Titan 
students and staff are a top 
priority. Please be assured that 
all information provided to us on 
such matters is taken seriously 
and that we will continue to be 
purposeful and persistent in our 
approaches to school safety.”

So ACPS determined that 
alerting parents to a resolved situ-
ation involving a gun had been a 
threat to campus safety, but an 
alleged sexual assault by multi-
ple students on one student was 
not? In the incident Balas noti-

Misplaced priorities at ACPS

PHOTO/LEE MOODY
Foggy sunrise over the Potomac River.

Your Views

Alexandria has a vibrant
local democracy
To the editor:

As a new resident to Alexandria, I 
take notice of community character-
istics that might have become back-
ground or “the norm” to long-term 
denizens.

One trait of this city that stands out 
right away is the vibrancy of the local 
democratic activity.

Reading the numerous, detailed 
letters to the editor in the Alexandria 
Times about local issues, it is clear there 
are many ongoing public discussions 
about how to improve the area.

I attended the recent City Coun-
cil budget hearing and was impressed 
by passionate residents who spoke to 

express views for policy change.
After the meeting, I reached out to 

say “hello” to Mayor Justin Wilson and a 
council member. Both responded to me 
personally.

I see a diverse, progressive elected 
municipal body, and there is also 
evidence, in newspaper advertisements 
and 2021 news of a competitive council 
race, of active local conservative move-
ments as well. It is good for democracy 
to have competing views.

I am excited to live in a community 
that has robust, meaningful discourse 
and people who care about civics!

-Aaron Kohrs,
New Alexandria resident

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.SEE OUR VIEW | 24

Our View Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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My View | JOHN PORTER

BY JOHN PORTER

This month marks two years since 
the first serious illnesses and deaths 
in the U.S. from COVID-19 occurred. 
Two years ago our nation began expe-
riencing the upheaval that accompa-
nied attempts to mitigate the impact 
of the virus. Little did we know the 
toll the pandemic would take on the 
lives of relatives, neighbors, friends 
and countless others we did not know. 
And while we are not out of the woods 
yet, we are seeing signs that offer 
hope.

While we owe thanks to many for 
their service these past two 
years, our healthcare work-
ers deserve special recog-
nition for their sacrifice for 
others. There are countless 
stories of workers pulling 
double duty shifts in over-
crowded facilities with the 
added threat of becom-
ing infected. They contin-
ued to not only live up to, 
but exceed, the expectations in their 
chosen fields. 

The pandemic also highlighted 
the need for more healthcare work-
ers generally, particularly nurses. 
While medical publications noted the 
shortage of nurses prior to 2020, the 
pandemic served to underscore this 
critical need. The University of St. 
Augustine for Health Sciences indi-
cates the nursing shortage is expected 
to continue through 2030. With 
shortages existing and demand on 
the rise, educational institutions are 
being called on to meet the demand.

According to Chmura Econom-
ics, healthcare jobs comprise approx-
imately 9% of Northern Virginia’s 
workforce. The region is projected to 
add an average of 1,500 new health-
care jobs every year for the next 10 
years, while 1,000 openings for nurses 
will need to be filled annually due to 
career changes and retirements. The 
median wage for healthcare workers 
in the area is $73,000, with nurses 
averaging an even higher $84,000 
annually.

We are fortunate to have a multi-
tude of healthcare programs to 
address this need. Northern Virginia 

Community College’s Medical Educa-
tion Campus in Springfield, Virginia, 
is one such institution. Founded in 
2003, MEC was the first specialized 
community college campus in the 
Commonwealth designed to meet the 
needs of college students interested 
in healthcare professions.

Currently, MEC offers 12 health-
care-related programs and features 
state-of-the-art classrooms, laborato-
ries, dental clinics and a clinical prac-
tice site for nursing and health sciences 
students. The program supports 
approximately 3,500 students a year.

The Virginia General Assembly 
showed its support for and 
confidence in NOVA by 
approving capital funding 
to expand and enlarge MEC 
to admit more students.

“It is critical that the 
MEC remains at the fore-
front in meeting the 
demands of the healthcare 
workforce in the region. Our 
students are well-trained 

[in] utilizing state-of-the-art tech-
nology, and well-prepared to enter 
the workforce and provide impactful 
contributions to the community,” Dr. 
Shelly Powers, provost at MEC, said.  

Being the leading provider of nurse 
training programs in the Common-
wealth, the Virginia Community 
College System, of which Northern 
Virginia Community College is a part, 
is committed to increasing programs 
designed to meet the needs of today 
and the future. While this will require 
additional investments in faculty, 
equipment and infrastructure, the 
benefit of such investments is obvi-
ous. Northern Virginia Community 
College is proud to stand with other 
members of the VCCS and Virginia’s 
four-year institutions to provide qual-
ity programs that allow graduates to 
move directly into healthcare jobs.

The writer is the former 
principal of T.C. Williams High 
School, now called Alexandria 

City High School, from 1984 to 
2006. He currently serves 

as Alexandria’s representative 
to the Northern Virginia 

Community College Board.

It’s God’s country, but  
don’t tell anyone

Poor Robert's Ruminations 
with Rob Whittle

BY ROB WHITTLE

Colorado has its Rockies. Maine 
has its craggy coast. California its 
Big Sur. New York its Adirondacks. 
And Virginia has the Northern Neck. 
Just a couple of hours south of Alex-
andria lies some of the most beauti-
ful, bucolic, paradisiacal country in 
the world.

Bordered by the Potomac to the 
north, the Rappahan-
nock to the south and the 
Chesapeake to the east, 
the Northern Neck is 
dotted with picturesque 
small towns: Irvington, 
Kilmarnock, Heathsville, 
Lewisetta and Reedville, 
to name a few. There are 
fields of corn and wheat 
– and water. Hundreds of 
rivers and creeks cut through rural 
farmland with spectacular views of 
the biggest water in Virginia. The 
Potomac at its mouth is 10 miles 
wide over to Maryland, and the Bay is 
at its widest – 25 miles across to the 
eastern shore. 

Crabbers in their sleek-lined dead 
rises still ply their trade, rain or shine. 
Oysters have made a huge comeback, 
and the rock fishing yields some of 
the tastiest meals anywhere. 

When I was 30 years old, I came 
into a modest inheritance. When 
I say modest, I’m talking under 
$10,000, but it was enough for a 
down payment on a river house. I 
literally studied a Texaco road map 
for areas that seemed like good bets. 
I contacted a realtor on the Neck and 
my wife and I agreed to meet him 
one cold February Saturday. 

Mr. Reamy was an old gent in his 
80s, decked out in a tweed suit and a 
houndstooth fedora. With a twinkle 
in his eye, he gave us the history of 
the area, having lived his entire life 
there. Driving his giant land yacht 
25 miles per hour on the highways, 
which is what locals do there, he 
showed us a series of broken-down 

tenements and trailers. Returning 
on a dirt road from one especially 
depressing viewing, I spied out of the 
corner of my eye a house on a bluff 
overlooking the Potomac and out to 
the Bay. 

“That’s the kind of place we’re 
looking for!” I exclaimed. Mr. Reamy 
informed me that it was for sale but 
that it was out of our price range. We 
looked at it anyway.

Realizing that we 
needed help financially, 
I decided to call my 
brother Joe to see if he 
was interested. Here is, 
word-for-word, how that 
conversation went:

Me: “Joe, you want to 
go in on a river house?”

Joe: “Yes.”
He didn’t ask where or 

how much. Just “yes.” He is an agree-
able fellow.

After we’d parachuted into the 
property, we discovered, to our great 
good fortune, that the three adja-
cent houses were occupied by college 
or family friends. That was a major 
coincidence, as we’d never been to 
the Neck and had barely even heard 
of it before. 

Fast forward several decades and 
we find ourselves still enjoying the 
area, which has barely changed in the 
intervening years. No high rises, no 
big cities and relatively few people. 
The Neck is not on anybody’s list as 
fast-growing or full of change. The 
rivers and creeks keep flowing; the 
ospreys return each spring while the 
eagles may be the only population 
that shows any significant growth.

I mentioned to some friends in 
the area that I was going to write this 
column, and to a person they begged 
me not to share the secret. So, if you 
do read this, don’t tell anyone.

Rob Whittle is CEO of Williams 
Whittle Advertising and is the author 

of two historical novels, “Pointer’s 
War” and “Pointer and the Russian.”

Paving the road to success

ROB
WHITTLE

JOHN
PORTER
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Weekly Poll

A woman ahead of her time
Her name is on Alexandria’s 

most historic library, but who 
was Dr. Kate Waller Barrett? 

The short answer is a 
medical doctor and a social 
reformer. A deeper look tells 
the story of an extraordinary 
woman who spent a large 
portion of her life here in Alex-
andria. During a time when 
few women went to university, 
Waller Barrett completed both 
a medical degree and a nursing 
program. Her work with the 
progressive Florence Critten-
ton Mission, an organization 
with a mission to help unwed 
mothers, women trying to 
leave prostitution and women 
who had recently immigrated 
to the United States, left an 
enduring legacy nationally.

Waller Barrett was a fierce 
proponent of a woman’s right 
to vote and served as an honor-
ary president of the Equal 
Suffrage League of Virginia. 
Her work in social reform in the 
late 19th and early 20th centu-
ries, which combined compas-

sion and vision, was ahead of 
her time.

Kate Waller was born in 
Falmouth, Virginia in the late 
1850s, though there is some 
disagreement about the year. 
She attended the Arlington 
Institute for Girls in Alex-
andria. In 1876, she married 
Robert Barrett, an Episco-
pal minister who encouraged 
her to continue her education 
while they raised their six chil-
dren. Waller earned her medi-
cal degree from the Women’s 
College of Georgia in 1892 and 
completed a nursing program 
at the Florence Nightingale 
Training School in London in 
1894.

While working on her 
medical degree, Waller Barrett 

tried to open a shelter for 
unwed mothers in Atlanta but 
found opposition from city 
and church officials. In the 
process, she connected her 
mission with that of Charles 
Nelson Crittenton, a wealthy 
druggist who had started a 
similar shelter in New York 
City a decade earlier. Crit-
tenton funded her shelter in 
Atlanta, and the two worked 
to establish centers under the 
Florence Crittenton Mission 
name across the country.

Waller Barrett’s husband 
died in 1896, and she took on 
more responsibility with the 
Florence Crittenton Mission. 
In 1909, Charles Critten-
ton died, and Waller Barrett 
rose to the presidency of 
the Mission. Waller Barrett 
wrote several books on her 
philosophy of social reform, 
including “Fourteen Years 
Work Among Erring Girls” 
(1901), and “Some Practical 
Suggestions on the Conduct of 
a Rescue Home” (1903).

Unlike other contempo-
raries, Waller Barrett recom-
mended that mothers keep 
their babies with them and 
nurse them for six months or 
longer. She also established 
vocational training in Crit-
tenton Mission shelters to 
encourage residents’ indepen-
dence and ability to care for 
themselves and their children.

Waller Barrett died in her 
Alexandria home in 1925. 
The Virginia State Capitol 
lowered its flag for the first 
time for a woman in honor 
of her death. Twelve years 
later, Alexandria’s new public 
library was named after her. It 
opened in 1939 and still oper-
ates today. While the sit-in of 
1939 created its own histor-
ical significance at the Kate 
Waller Barrett Branch Library, 
we remember the woman the 
library is named after.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

This Week  
Do you think Alexandria City Public Schools 
should revise its protocols so parents are 
automatically notified, without naming the 
victim or suspect, when an alleged violent 
incident takes place at their child's school?
A) Yes.

B) No.

C) I thought that was already the protocol.

D) I'm not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week  

What is your experience with 
the Ballyshaners?
43% Who are the Ballyshaners? 

33% I’ve attended the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

15% I’ve attended the Irish Festival. I’ve attended multiple 

events they’ve put on. 

10% I am or have been a member or volunteer.

 PHOTO/ENCYCLOPEDIA VIRGINIA
Dr. Kate Waller Barrett

fied parents of, no one was 
injured. In the incident that 
remained under wraps prior 
to the NR story, other than 
a brief mention at a March 
2022 School Board meet-
ing after the fact, the alleged 

victim was hospitalized. Both 
endangered campus security.

And Hutchings’ response 
was not to apologize for 
ACPS’ lack of transparency, 
order a review of his system’s 
communications protocols 
or detail how he plans to 
enhance school security. 

Instead, he doubled down 
on the defensive posture by 
telling the elected School 
Board – his bosses – that 
they are discouraged from 
speaking to the media 
without approval from the 
school public information 
officer.

ACPS does many wonder-
ful things. Unfortunately, 
this pattern of obfuscation, 
censorship by PIO and defen-
siveness tarnishes those 
achievements. Parents want 
their children to be safe in 
school, and they deserve to be 
told when that’s not the case.

OUR VIEW FROM | 22

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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MARCH 24

LECTURE BY BRUCE 
RAGSDALE George Washington 
spent more of his working life 
farming than he did at war or in 
political office. Learn about his 
role as a farmer during a lecture 
by Bruce Ragsdale, author of 
“Washington at the Plow: The 
Founding Farmer and Question 
of Slavery.” The event is part of 
the 2022 Michelle Smith Lecture 
Series. 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
lecture-by-bruce-ragsdale%3a-
author-of-washington-at-the-
plow/18687/ 

MARCH 26

CIVIL WAR WOMEN’S DAY 
AT FORT WARD Learn about 
women’s dress, skills and 
contributions during the Civil War 
from historical interpreters, who 
will present talks, displays and 
demonstrations throughout the 
day. The interpreters will explore 
women’s roles on the home 
front, in factories, in camp, on 
the battlefield, and in soldiers’ 
aid societies and relief efforts for 
both armies during the war. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: 4301 W. Braddock 
Road 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
civil-war-womens-day-at-fort-
ward/18726/ 

APRIL 2

ALX DOG WALK The inaugural 
two-mile ALX Dog Walk will take 
place along the Waterfront Walk 
in Old Town. Walkers and their 
pooches will head toward the 
Robinson Landing Pier, where 
they will parade by a judging 
panel for prizes. Then they 
will to the park for an awards 
celebration hosted by Monte 
Durham of “Say Yes to the Dress 
Atlanta,” and music, dogs, treats 
and more. 
Time: 7 to 11 a.m. 
Location: 100 Madison St. 
Information: https://www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/alx-
dog-walk/18491/

CHERRY BLOSSOM EXHIBIT 
AT TORPEDO FACTORY 
Starting today and running until 
May 1, art lovers can stop by 
the Torpedo Factory Art Center 
to view floral art displayed on all 
three floors. Participating artists 
will display their most colorful 
spring and cherry-blossom-
inspired works in their studios. 
Masks are required for all visitors 
regardless of vaccination status. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Location: 105 N. Union St. 

Information: www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
cherry-blossom-exhibition-
at-the-torpedo-factory-art-
center/16079/ 

APRIL 7

LECTURE WITH JOSEPH J. 
ELLIS Hear from celebrated 
American history scholar Joseph 
J. Ellis about his newest book, 
“The Cause: The American 
Revolution and its Discontents 
1773-1783.” In it, Ellis brings the 
story of the revolution to vivid life 
for our modern era. The event 
is available in person at George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon for 
the book talk and reception, or 
online. 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway 
Information: www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
lecture%3a-joseph-j-ellis-author-
of-the-cause/18688/ 

APRIL 9

EASTER EGG HUNT Old Town 
Business Association will be 

hosting an Easter egg hunt, in 
which attendees hop up and 
down King Street and select 
side streets for special goodies. 
They will explore the map to 
find participating retailers for 
an Easter treat and discover 
interactive activities at select 
locations. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: Varies 
Information: www.
oldtownbusiness.org 

APRIL 10

CHERRY BLOSSOM JUBILEE 
Celebrate the cherry blossoms 
during the height of D.C.’s 
National Cherry Blossom Festival. 
Stop by the heart of Alexandria, 
where celebrations kick off at 
noon with a live performance 
by taiko drum group Nen Daiko 
on the waterfront side of the 
Art Center. Afterwards, view the 
Art Center-wide exhibition of 
cherry blossom-inspired works 
by resident artists and galleries 
while enjoying music and live art 
demonstrations. 
Time: 2 p.m. 
Location: 105 N. Union St. 

Information: www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
cherry-blossom-jubilee/17900/ 

 
 

APRIL 11

SPRING BREAK CAMP AT 
CARLYLE: ARCHAEOLOGY & 
ARCHITECTURE Discover your 
inner archaeologist and architect 
through this week long camp. 
Learn about archaeology and 
architecture, do some digging, 
solve some puzzles, draw and 
discover building styles. Each 
day, spend two hours learning 
different techniques and enjoying 
hands-on fun. 
Time: 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: www.novaparks.
com/parks/carlyle-house-
historic-park/events/spring-
break-camp-at-carlyle-archeology-
architecture 

APRIL 16

EASTER EGG HUNT AT LEE 
FENDALL HOUSE Find Easter 
eggs hidden in the Lee-Fendall 
garden on this socially distant 
take on their popular annual 
egg hunt. Sessions are one hour 
long. Attendance will be limited 
to enforce social distancing. Face 
masks required. 
Time: 10 a.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
easter-egg-hunt-at-lee-fendall-
house/17782/  
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CALENDAR

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires Mar 31, 2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2022 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES MARCH 31, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for fi rst Lawn application only. Requires purchase 
of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen 
locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in 
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible 
for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed 
at the fi rst visit. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. 
©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, 
B-0200, B-0151.

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

 ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
APRIL 2022

The items described below will be 
heard by the Planning Commission 
and the City Council on the dates 
and times listed below. NOTICE: 
Some of the items listed below may 
be placed on a consent calendar. 
A consent item will be approved 
at the beginning of the meeting 
without discussion unless someone 
asks that it be taken off the consent 
calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves 
the right to recess and continue 
the Public Hearing to a future 
date. For further information, 
call the Department of Planning 
& Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2022 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 2022
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

The April 7, 2022 Alexandria Plan-
ning Commission Public Hearing 
and the April 23, 2022 Alexandria 
City Council Public Hearing are 
being held in the Council Cham-
ber (301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia, 22314) and electronically. 
Members of the Planning Com-
mission, City Council, and staff are 
participating either in-person or 
from a remote location through a 
video conference call on Zoom for 
the respective meetings. The Plan-
ning Commission and City Council 
Public Hearings can be accessed 
by the public in the City Council 
Chamber, through the live broad-
cast on the government channel 70, 
streaming on the City's website, and 
can be accessed via Zoom by the 
following links:

Planning Commission (Public 
Hearing Webinar):
The Webinar will open at 6:30 p.m. 
to allow individuals to join, while the 
Planning Commission hearing will 
begin at approximately 7:00 p.m.

Registration Link:
https://zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_
KlJuFGmqTHed5hSLWokiNA

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial-In: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 916 8452 8944
Password: 632268

City Council (Public Hearing 
Webinar):

Registration Link:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_iUor7rLpS5yXls3D_TqWcQ

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial-In: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 960 1696 5348
Webinar passcode: 996271

If you use the Zoom webinar 
application, please be sure you have 
updated the application to the latest 
version for the best results. If you 
are unable to access Zoom, please 
use the Dial-In number to access 
the meeting.

Public comment will be received 
at the meetings. The public may 
submit comments in advance 
to Planning & Zoning staff at 
PlanComm@alexandriava.gov 
for the Planning Commission 
hearing; to the City Clerk at 
CouncilComment@alexandriava.
gov for the City Council hearing; or 
make public comments on the day 
of either hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation for the Planning 
Commission hearing, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia 
Relay 711. For reasonable disability 
accommodation for the City 
Council hearing, please call the City 
Clerk and Clerk of Council's Office 
at 703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 838-
5056). We request that you provide 
a 48-hour notice so that the proper 
arrangements may be made.

Special Use Permit #2021-00128
424 North Washington Street

Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use Permit 
to operate a private academic school 
with over 20 students; zoned: CD/
Commercial downtown.
Applicant: Potomac Crescent 
Waldorf School

Special Use Permit #2022-00006
2700 Witter Drive - Witter Recre-
ational Fields Safety Netting
Public Hearing and consideration of 
a request to allow athletic safety net-
ting up to 30 feet in height; zoned 
POS/Public Open Space.
Applicant: City of Alexandria De-
partment of Recreation, Parks, and 
Cultural Activities

Rezoning #2022-00001
Development Special Use Permit 
#2021-10030
Indoor & Outdoor Live Entertain-
ment Special Use Permit #2022-00003
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2022-00005
901 North Pitt Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for (A) an amendment 
to the official zoning map to change 
the zone for the site from OC/Office 
Commercial to CRMU-X/Com-
mercial Residential Mixed Use (Old 
Town North); (B) a Development 
Special Use Permit and Site Plan 
with modifications to redevelop the 
existing office building and associ-
ated parking lots into a multifamily 
residential building comprised 
of 250 units with ground-floor 
restaurant or retail and an arts and 
cultural anchor, including Special 
Use Permits for a multifamily 
dwelling in the CRMU/X zone, to 
increase the floor area ratio to 2.5 
in the CRMU/X zone, for bonus 
density for the provision of afford-
able housing, for bonus density and 
height for the provision of an arts 
and cultural anchor in Old Town 
North, and a parking reduction for 
the restaurant; and (C) a Special 
Use Permit for Live Entertainment, 
indoor and outdoor; (D) a Special 
Use Permit for a Transportation 
Management Plan; zoned OC/Of-
fice Commercial.
Applicant: 901 N Pitt Street LLC, 
represented by, Kenneth W. Wire, 
Attorney.

Advisory recommendations to 
the City Manager, under Section 
6.14 of the City Charter, regarding 
the Fiscal Year 2023 Capital 

Improvement Program.
Staff: City of Alexandria, Office of 
Management & Budget (OMB)

THE FOLLOWING ITEM WILL 
BE HEARD BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION ONLY AND BY 
CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON 
APPEAL:

Subdivision #2022-00001
105 and 107 East Randolph Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Subdivision, to 
re-subdivide two existing lots into 
two new lots of record; zoned: R-2-5/
Single- and Two-family.
Applicant: Christopher Alan Hutchi-
son and Elena Caudle Hutchison, 
represented by Duncan W. Blair, 
attorney

THE FOLLOWING ITEM WILL 
BE HEARD BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION ONLY AND 
REFERRED TO CITY COUNCIL 
FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

City Charter Section 9.06 Case 
#2022-00002
Unit Block of King Street (between 
Union Street and Strand Street) and 
the northern part of the Strand
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for the Planning 
Commission to review whether the 
temporary closure of the unit block 
of King Street and the northern 
portion of the Strand to vehicular 
traffic by the City of Alexandria 
is consistent with the City of 
Alexandria Master Plan pursuant to 
Section 9.06 of the City Charter. 
Applicant: City of Alexandria

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.

For information on the following 
applications or to comment, visit the 
City’s website at www.alexandriava.
gov/planning or call (703) 746-4666.
Special Use Permit #2022-00010
5353 Truman Ave, Alexandria,  
VA, 22304

Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a New Use of a child care 
home for six to nine persons; zoned: 
R-5/Single Family.
Proposed Business Name:  
Jamila Shah
Applicant: Jamila Shah
Planner: Patrick Silva –  
patrick.silva@alexandriava.gov

Special Use Permit #2022-00017
2466 Mandeville Ln, Alexandria, 
VA 22332
Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a New Use of a restau-
rant; zoned: CDD #2/ Coordinated 
Development District #2.
Proposed Business Name:  
Bad Ass Coffee
Applicant: L2 Ohana Café LLC 
Planner: Patrick Silva –  
patrick.silva@alexandriava.gov

Special Use Permit #2022-00009
1000 Cameron Street, Alexandria, 
VA 22314
Administrative Special Use 
Permit request for a New Use of a 
Restaurant; zoned: CD/Commercial 
Downtown
Proposed Business Name: Pluma 
Café and Wine Bar, Inc.
Applicant: Danny Lopez
Planner: Patrick Silva – patrick.
silva@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with section 11-500 
of the Zoning Ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning & Zoning. If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than April 14, 2022.

STAMP AND 
AUCTION COMPANY

We buy, sell and auction Stamps, 
Coins and Sports Cards! Email em-
eraldventuresllc@gmail.com or call 
804-266-3071. www.evstamps.com, 
5315 Lakeside Ave. Richmond, VA

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

The item below was adopted by 
the City of Alexandria’s Planning 

Commission at its January 4, 
2022 Public Hearing. For further 
information, please call the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or email staff at 
PlanComm@alexandriava.gov.

RESOLUTION TO SET PLAN-
NING COMMISSION MEETING 

SCHEDULE 
AND ESTABLISH CONTINUA-
TION DATES FOR MEETINGS

WHEREAS, pursuant to 
Code of Virginia § 15.2-2214, the 
Planning Commission has the

authority to set the date of 
its regular meetings and dates to 
which it may continue those

meetings if the chair (or vice 
chair) finds and declares that 
weather or other conditions are such

that it is hazardous for 
members to attend the meeting.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF ALEX-
ANDRIA, VIRGINIA THAT:

1. The Planning Commission 
will meet on the following dates:

• February 1, 2022
• March 1, 2022
• April 7, 2022
• May 3, 2022
• June 7, 2022
• June 23, 2022
 2. If any meeting needs to be 

continued, it will be continued 
on the first Thursday that is not

 a legal holiday. If the first 
Thursday is a legal holiday, then the 
hearing will be continued to the first 
Tuesday, that is not a legal holiday.

ADOPTED: January 4, 2022

NATHAN M. 

MACEK, CHAIR, PLAN-
NING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE

The item below was adopted by 
the City of Alexandria’s Planning 

Commission at its February 1, 
2022 Public Hearing. For further 
information, please call the De-
partment of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or email staff at 
PlanComm@alexandriava.gov.

RESOLUTION TO SET THE FY 
2023 PLANNING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING 
SCHEDULE AND ESTABLISH 
CONTINUATION DATES FOR 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

WHEREAS, pursuant to 
Code of Virginia § 15.2-2214, 
the Planning Commission has 
the authority to set the date of its 
regular Public Hearings and dates 
to which it may continue those 
Public Hearings if the Chair (or 
Vice Chair) finds and declares 
that weather or other conditions 
are such that it is hazardous for 
members to attend the meeting.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY 
OF ALEXANDRIA, 
VIRGINIA THAT:

1. The Planning Commission 
will meet on the following dates:

• September 6, 2022
• October 6, 2022 (Thursday)
• November 1, 2022
• December 6, 2022
• January 3, 2023
• February 7, 2023
• March 7, 2023
• March 28, 2023
• May 2, 2023
• June 6, 2023
• June 22, 2023 (Thursday)

2.  If any Public Hearing is on a 
Tuesday and needs to be contin-
ued, it will be continued on the first 
Thursday that is not a legal holiday. 
If the first Thursday is a legal holi-
day, then the Public Hearing will be 
continued to the first Tuesday, that 
is not a legal holiday. If any Public 
Hearing is on a Thursday and needs 
to be continued, it will be contin-
ued on the first Tuesday that is not a 
legal holiday. If the first Tuesday is a 

legal holiday, then the Public Hear-
ing will be continued to the first 
Thursday that is not a legal holiday.

ADOPTED: February 1, 2022

NATHAN M. MACEK, CHAIR, 
PLANNING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
PUBLIC HEARING

Monday, April 11, 2022 - 7:00 PM
Council Chambers, City Hall
301 King Street, Room 2400
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Information about this Public 
Hearing may be obtained from 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: 703-746-4666 or on the 
City’s website at www.alexandriava.
gov/dockets

Public comments will be received at 
the Public Hearing. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Owen Albrecht at owen.albrecht@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments on the day of the Public 
Hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703-746-3810, Virginia Relay 
711.

BZA #2022-00005
710 South View Terrace, 
Alexandria, VA 22314
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Exception 
to construct an addition in the 
required side yard; zoned: R-5/
Single-Family Residential. 
Applicant: The Cunningham Living 
Trust

BZA #2022-00006
322 & 324 South Lee Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22314

Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for Variance to access 
parking from the street rather than 
from an alley or interior court; 
zoned: RM/Townhouse.
Applicant: Avonlea LLC, a Virginia 
limited liability company

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEW 

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held by 
the Board of Architectural Review 
on Wednesday, April 6, 2022 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Hall, Sister Cities Room 1101, 301 
King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 
22314 on the following applica-
tions:

*Please note: On April 6, the 
Alexandria City Council Budget 
Meeting will be broadcast live on 
government Channel 70. Due to 
this, the Board of Architectural 
Review Public Hearing will not 
be broadcast on Channel 70 
or streamed live on the City’s 
website. A recording will be 
made available after the Public 
Hearing on the City Dockets and 
Webcasts webpage, link found here  
https://alexandria.granicus.com/
ViewPublisher.php?view_id=57 

BAR #2021-00329 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 105 North Alfred 
Street.
Applicants: Bruce and Thelma 
MacGregor

BAR #2021-00324 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 105 North Alfred Street.
Applicants: Bruce and Thelma 
MacGregor

BAR #2020-00077 OHAD
Request for alterations at 418 and 
418 A South Washington Street.
Applicant: The Campagna Center, 
Inc.

BAR #2021-00417 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 724 North 
Washington Street.
Applicant: David C. Drake

BAR #2021-00416 OHAD
Request for addition and 
alterations at 724 North 
Washington Street.
Applicant: David C. Drake

BAR #2022-00089 OHAD
Request to install small cell 
facility on a utility pole on public 
property adjacent to 501 Duke 
Street.
Applicant: Cellco Partnership, dba 
Verizon Wireless

BAR #2021-00139 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 24 Wolfe Street.
Applicants: Brandon and Jennifer 
Tseng

BAR #2021-00140 OHAD
Request for alterations at 24 Wolfe 
Street.
Applicants:  
Brandon and Jennifer Tseng

BAR #2022-00103 OHAD
Request for new construction at 
912, 916 and 920 King Street
Applicant: Galena Capital Partners

BAR #2022-00104 OHAD
Request for new construction at 
116 South Henry Street.
Applicant: Galena Capitol Partners

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

Public comments will be received 
at the Public Hearing. The public 
may submit comments in advance 
to Lia Niebauer at lia.niebauer@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments on the day of the Public 
Hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 
711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets

LIVESTOCK SALES
G&E Virginia Premium Assured 
Heifer/Cow Sale. March 26th, 
2022 12:00 noon. G&E Test 
Center Gretna, VA. Call George 
Winn at 434-489-4458.
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Opening Doors  
F O R  Y O U  T H I S  S P R I N G

Spring is one of my favorite times of the year – flowers are blooming, grass is green, and homes look beautiful.  
This real estate market is unique. Now, it is more important than ever to work with an experienced agent you can trust. 

Give me a call to discuss your wants & needs, and how I can be of service.


