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ACHS students gather in 
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Immigrants express 
sadness at invasion, 
pride as country 
fights for survival
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Viktor Stafiychuk hasn’t 
slept in days. 

Although he lives in 
Arlandria with his wife and 
4-year-old son, his thoughts 
have been far from the Port 
City and lingering in his 
native Ukraine. Through 
continuous news coverage, 
calls and texts with relatives 
and friends, Stafiychuk has 
managed to stitch together 

a bleak picture of what has 
happened to his home coun-
try, after Russian President 
Valdimir Putin launched an 
invasion and increasingly 
bloody war against Ukraine 
six days ago.

This week, Russia pressed 
further into Ukraine, as a 
convoy of Russian tanks and 
military vehicles stretch-
ing 40 miles made its way 
toward the capital city of 
Kyiv on Tuesday. Meanwhile, 
Russian troops stepped up 
their attacks on Ukrainian 
urban centers. Russian 
bombardments rocked the 

main T.V. tower and a Holo-
caust memorial in Kyiv 
and the central square in 
Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second 
largest city, as Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy called Russia’s attacks 
“frank, undisguised terror,” 
according to The Associated 
Press. 

Despite Russia’s claims 
that its troops are target-
ing only military targets, 
Human Rights Watch docu-
mented a cluster bomb 
attack just outside a hospital 

ACPS 
makes 
masking 
optional
School Board rescinds 
mask requirement to 
bring policy in line with 
new state law
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

The Alexandria School 
Board voted at a special meet-
ing on Feb. 24 to rescind a 
regulation that had mandated 
students and staff to wear 
masks at all Alexandria City 
Public Schools as a COVID-
19 mitigation measure. This 
action followed Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin’s (R-VA) approval of 
Virginia Senate Bill 739, which 
left the decision on student 
mask wearing up to parents. 
As of Tuesday, mask wearing is 
optional for students in Alex-
andria City Public Schools, 
although it remains required 
for staff. 

But board members said 
they “highly recommend” 
that all individuals continue 
to wear masks in ACPS build-
ings and vehicles for the time 
being, which is still considered 
a substantial transmission 
period of COVID-19. 

Fairfax County Public 
Schools and Arlington Public 
Schools both also made mask-
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Duke Street 
crash raises 
street racing 
concerns
Five-vehicle incident 
left one dead, two 
badly injured
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

A car crash in the 3200 
block of Duke Street left one 
person dead and two others 
badly injured late on Feb. 22. 
The incident, which involved 
five separate vehicles, has 
since led some community 
members to speculate that it 
might have been related to 
street racing, which they say 
has been occurring in the area 
for some time. 

According to the Alexan-
dria Police Department, offi-
cers responded to reports 

SEE DUKE STREET | 7

 PHOTO/HEATHER BLAKE
For the last week, Alexandria City Hall has been illuminated in the colors of the Ukrainian flag in a 
display of solidarity with the country as it faces an invasion from Russia.

Ukrainian Alexandrians 
react to war
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Greener Cleaner | Del Ray

 

“Greener Cleaner provides eco-friendly dry 

cleaning and laundry services in the heart of Del 

Ray. Premium garment care, expert alterations, 

same day service, pick up and delivery, and more!”

— Homes of Alexandria Team

NOVA Acupuncture | Taylor Run

 

“Self-care starts from the inside out. My 

acupuncture appointments are the best thing that 

I do for myself to manage my inflammation and 

keep my energy flowing. Take your routine to the 

next level with NOVA Acupuncture!” 

— Pia Taylor

Bishop Boutique | Old Town

 

“Bishop Boutique is an adorable shop on King 

Street in Old Town that focuses on women’s 

shoes, fashion, and accessories. We love that 

the price ranges vary at Bishop, with a mix of 

designer as well as more affordable pieces. Don’t 

miss their earring collection - it is to die for!” 

— The Goodhart Group Stomping Ground | Del Ray

 

“Our go-to breakfast spot is also a favorite for lunch and 

dinner -- Stomping Ground has something for everyone, 

from crave-worthy biscuit sandwiches and veggie hash to 

Cobb salads and fried chicken that make our hearts (and 

stomachs) sing. Pair it all with a passionate chef-owner and 

friendly staff, and there’s no wonder why they have lines out 

the door. Supporting local restaurants is SO IMPORTANT -- 

Stomping Ground makes it easy!”

— The Rivkin Group

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
therivkingroup@compass.com

Shop Small This Spring!
Our Alexandria real estate experts are sharing some of their favorite local 
businesses for you to check out this season. We hope you enjoy our 
selections and won’t hesitate to get in touch should you need any 
additional recommendations or real estate assistance. Happy Spring!
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com
daniela.spigai@compass.com

TEAM OF
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Judicial Watch to represent 
magistrate in lawsuit

Judicial Watch announced 
on Tuesday that it has filed 
a lawsuit on behalf of former 
Alexandria magistrate Eliza-
beth Fuller, against officials 
in the Office of the Execu-
tive Secretary of Magistrate 
Services in violation of her First 
and Fourteenth Amendment 
rights. Fuller was terminated 
after speaking to the Alex-
andria Times about her 2020 
complaint that ultimately led to 
the revocation of former bonds-
man Man Nguyen’s license. 

Founded in 1994, the 
conservative activist group 
seeks to promote govern-
ment transparency and inves-
tigate claimed misconduct by 
officials through Freedom of 
Information Act lawsuits. 

“Plaintiff enjoys the right to 
freedom of speech, as guaran-
teed by the First Amendment 
to the United States Consti-
tution. This includes the right 
to comment to the Alexan-
dria Times on Plaintiff’s public 
complaint filed in her personal 
capacity about the miscon-
duct of a bondsman and its 
outcome, and the system’s fail-
ure to protect a rape victim,” 
the lawsuit reads. “Plaintiff 
also enjoys the right to due 

process, as guaranteed by the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution.”

“At all relevant times, Plain-
tiff was engaged in consti-
tutionally protected speech 
when she made the comments 
to the Alexandria Times, which 
undeniably addressed matters 
of public concern,” the lawsuit 
reads. 

Fuller’s October 2021 
termination followed a grand 
jury indictment of Ibrahim 
Bouaichi in January 2020 for 
five charges, including rape. 
The Alexandria Circuit Court 
released Bouaichi on bond in 
April 2020; he later drove to the 
residence of his rape accuser, 
Karla Dominguez, where he 
shot and killed her. 

Nguyen was the bondsman 
who posted Bouaichi’s $25,000 
bail The Times discovered via 
a resident-filed FOIA request 
that Nguyen violated the rules 
and regulations of his role as 
a surety bail bondsman, as 
well as the fact that Fuller filed 
the complaint that led to the 
Virginia Department of Crim-
inal Justice Services ultimately 
revoking his license. On Jan. 26, 
2022, Nguyen was convicted for 
contempt of court in Alexan-

dria Circuit Court and currently 
awaits sentencing. 

DMS claimed that Fuller 
was fired for violating the 
Canons of Conduct for Virginia 
Magistrates by providing 
public comment about her 
decision to file a complaint 
against Nguyen. 

Judicial Watch’s lawsuit, 
in response, asserts that Full-
er’s filing was “retaliation for 
protected speech and that the 
judicial canon used to justify 
her firing doesn’t apply to 
comments made about a public 
filing made in her personal 
capacity about a concluded 
matter.” 

“An innocent woman is 
dead because she was murdered 
by a rapist who was let out 
of jail. And so the Virginia 
court fires the magistrate who 
blew the whistle on the court 
bondsman whose misconduct 
enabled this murder?” Judicial 
Watch President Tom Fitton 
said in a press release. “Ms. 
Fuller is a hero, and she lost her 
job in violation of her consti-
tutional rights because she 
embarrassed Virginia officials 
over their deadly soft-on-crime 
bail policies.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com

City expands gun and 
medication lock box distribution

As part of a statewide 
suicide prevention campaign, 
the city is making free gun 
locks and medication locking 
devices more broadly available 
through two new distribution 
methods, according to a news 
release. 

The effort is a 
collaboration between the 
Department of Community 
and Human Services, the 

Alexandria Circuit Court 
and the Alexandria Police 
Department. It aims to lessen 
the possibility of suicide by 
limiting access to lethal means 
within homes. 

Individuals who apply, or 
have applied over the past 
year, for a new or renewed 
concealed carry permit for a 
firearm will receive gun locks 
with instruction cards. 

Firearm and cable trigger 
locks and medication lock 
boxes will be available at the 
Court Office of the Clerk, 520 
King St.; Alexandria Health 
Department and DCHS office 
4480 King St.; and DCHS 
office at 2525 Mt. Vernon 
Ave. 

For more information, visit 
alexandriava.gov/go/2048. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

The Alexandria Wedding 
Showcase will make its 
grand return on April 10 
to help couples prepare for 
their big day. 

Anyone involved in the 
wedding planning process 
is encouraged to attend the 
showcase, which will feature 
local wedding professionals 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Alexandrian, located 
at 480 King St. The event 
is presented by Alexandria 
Living Magazine.

There will be an 

opportunity to talk with 
more than 25 vendors, 
including caterers, florists, 
photographers and wedding 
planners. There will also be 
a special VIP champagne 
brunch before the showcase 
with “Say Yes to the Dress – 
Atlanta” star Monte Durham. 

Tickets are $25 per person 
or $40 per couple. VIP tickets 
are $75 per person. 

For    more     information, visit  
AlexandriaWeddingShow 
case.com. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Alexandria Wedding 
Showcase returns in April

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Adult: $45  Student: $15 Youth: $5

(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

Brandenburg,
Vivaldi & Tango

Saturday, March 19  ●  7:30 p.m.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

 2021-2022 Season

Members of the Alexandria 

Symphony Orchestra, led by 

Music Director James Ross, 

present an evening of music 

by Bach, Vivaldi and Piazzolla 

in the intimate setting of St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church. Hear 

the ASO’s Baroque renditions 

with principals from the ASO 

featured as soloists.
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AHDC acquires Park Vue
The Alexandria Hous-

ing Development Corpora-
tion announced on Feb. 23 
that it acquired Park Vue of 
Alexandria with the intent of 
converting it into committed 
affordable housing, according 
to a news release. 

The 196-unit community of 
studio, one- and two-bedroom 

units is located in the Arlan-
dria-Chirilagua neighborhood, 
which has faced increasing 
redevelopment and resident 
displacement over the past few 
years. According to the release, 
AHDC will convert Park Vue 
into committed affordable 
housing that will maintain 
rents for households making 

up to 60% of the area median 
income. 

“AHDC’s goal is to ensure 
that those who are currently 
living in this community have 
the chance to stay, and that 
households of all incomes will 
be able to enjoy the benefits of 
this vibrant neighborhood well 
into the future,” Jon Frederick, 
AHDC’s president and CEO, 
said in the release.

The Amazon Housing 
Equity Fund, which serves to 
preserve and create more than 
20,000 housing units in Wash-
ington state, Virginia and 
Tennessee, paid $51.4 million 
in a low-rate loan to complete 
the purchase of the property. 

“The Fund increases hous-
ing options for moderate-
to-low-income families by 
providing affordable housing 
providers with quick access 
to low-rate loans to create 
or preserve buildings where 
affordability would have other-
wise been lost to commer-
cial-rate development,” the 
release reads.

The city will maintain a 
99-year affordability covenant 
with Amazon. AHDC is set to 
rebrand this community in the 
coming months. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/AHDC
The Alexandria Housing Development Corporation aims to convert 
the 196-unit Park Vue in Arlandria into committed affordable hous-
ing that will maintain rents at 60% of the area median income.

 PHOTO/WOODBINE REHABILITATION AND HEALTHCARE CENTER
Dyche Renalds, Jane Hughes, Jennifer Williams and Tera Reeves joined Florence Debra, Virginia Health 
Care Association Director of Nursing of the Year and administrator Donna Shaw representing Woodbine 
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center in this year's George Washington Birthday Parade honoring Alex-
andria’s healthcare workers as grand marshalls of the event.

WEEKLY BRIEFING
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in eastern Ukraine. The U.N. 
human rights office already 
recorded 136 civilian fatal-
ities, although it estimates 
the actual death toll is far 
higher. Meanwhile, more than 
500,000 people have fled the 
country.

Stafiychuk said he was able 
to move his parents, both of 
whom have visas, to the U.S. 
two months prior to the inva-
sion, as the situation started 
to escalate on Ukraine’s east-
ern border. Stafiychuk, who 
moved from Ukraine to the 
U.S. in 2007 to work for a 
global energy company head-
quartered in Arlington and 
subsequently moved to Alex-
andria in 2015, said he still has 
a sister in Ukraine.

“My sister and her kids, 
they do have a U.S. visa. I 
invited them to come in the 
first moments when the war 
erupted. There was an oppor-
tunity maybe to help them 
move across the border and fly 
at least to stay here for some 
time, but she refused. She said, 
‘No, I’m needed here,’” Stafiy-
chuk said.

Stafiychuk’s sister is 
one of countless Ukraini-
ans who have stayed behind 

to support the army and help 
their fellow countrymen and 
women during a time of crisis. 
As people continue to flee 
Ukraine, Stafiychuk said he 
has friends who have taken 
to driving women and chil-
dren to one of the country’s 
borders with Poland or Roma-
nia, before turning around and 
either enlisting with the mili-
tary or driving more people to 
the border.

“[My friend] is volunteer-
ing dropping women and chil-
dren at the Romanian border, 
going back, picking up others, 
dropping them at the border, 
while his own parents, who 
are 80 years old, are trapped in 
Kyiv because it’s impossible for 
them to get out,” Stafiychuk 
said. “And his own friends are 
helping them with basic neces-
sities, food and medicine. He’s 
completely torn because his 
wife and kids are already in 
Europe. These are the types of 
stories I hear from pretty much 
everybody out there.”

“It’s nerve-wracking. It 
is what it is, but I’m kind of 
shocked – in a good way – how 
people are united right now 
helping each other,” Stafiy-
chuk added. “They were really 
shocked the first moment, but 
then the next day, [there was] 

such an uprising and everyone 
is doing something.”

A defiant response
In recent days, Russia’s 

superior military force has 
run up against the resolute 
Ukrainian army. According to 
A.P., more than  5,000 Russian 
soldiers had been captured or 
killed in the war as of Tuesday. 

Ukrainian civilians have 
also found creative ways to try 
to prevent Russian advance-
ment. On one highway in 
southern Ukraine between 
Odesa and Mykolaiv, civilians 
attempted to stop the Russian 
advance using improvised 
blockades made out of sand-
filled piles of tractor tires, 
according to A.P.

Jim Gilmore, who lives in 
Alexandria part-time and was 
governor of Virginia from 
1998-2002, served as ambas-
sador to the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe under President Donald 
Trump. Gilmore said his 
conversations with Ukrainian 
diplomats clued him into the 
country’s potential response 
to a Russian invasion.

“My interaction with 
[the] Ukrainian ambassador 
in OSCE and my trip to Kyiv 
in May of 2021 left no doubt 

that the Ukrainians have no 
intention of giving into the 
Russians. They do not see 
themselves as Russian,” Gilm-
ore said. “Their symbol of 
Ukraine is Saint George, and 
he’s constantly depicted as 
killing a dragon. Russia is the 
dragon.”

Ukraine secured its inde-
pendence, along with the 13 
other non-Russian repub-
lics, when the Soviet Union 
collapsed following a coup 
attempt by hardline commu-
nists in 1991. It was the first 
non-Baltic state to subse-
quently hold democratic elec-
tions, but the country’s path to 
democracy has been fitful due 
to many factors, with its geog-
raphy – Ukraine lies in East-
ern Europe, yet shares a long 
border with Russia – leading 
to a tug of war between Russia 
and the West.

Ukrainian-born Alexan-
dria resident Svitlana Yary-
mova said she was proud of 
how her country has united 
not only to help its people but 
how they have been defiant 
in the face of Russia’s latest 
armed attack against Ukraine. 

“Ukrainians are [a] very 
potent nation and [have] over-
come consequences of war, 
as we did this through our 

history full of famine and 
wars. As we say in Ukraine: 
We baptized Russia, so we will 
bury it,” Yarymova said.

Yarymova was in Ukraine 
in 2014 during the Maidan 
Revolution, a series of violent 
encounters between police and 
protesters in Kyiv that ulti-
mately led to the overthrow-
ing of Ukraine’s government at 
the time. The protests began 
in November 2013 in response 
to then-President Viktor 
Yanukovych’s decision not to 
have Ukraine join the Euro-
pean Union, instead opting to 
pursue closer ties with Russia.

Following the 2014 revo-
lution and the formation of a 
new government, pro-Rus-
sian segments of the Crimean 
Peninsula within Ukraine 
began to call for secession. In 
March 2014, Russia deployed 
troops into Crimea and south-
east Ukraine, quickly estab-
lishing control of the region. 

Ukraine’s history is full of 
violent clashes with powerful 
regimes, including Russia and 
Nazi Germany, which occu-
pied Ukraine during World 
War II. Yarymova said the 
battles fought in 2014 proved 
to her that Ukrainians will 

 PHOTO/VIKTOR STAFIYCHUK
People gathered outside the White House on Sunday to show solidarity with Ukraine.

 PHOTO/SVITLANA YARYMOVA
Svitlana Yarymova.

UKRAINE FROM | 1
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fight for their country – some-
thing that has been proven 
again in the current war with 
Russia.

“The last [several] days 
showed their heroism and 
bravery from a different light. 
We have been a very peace-
ful nation and never started 
any conflict, but we become 
a nation of warriors when 
others attack us,” Yarymova 
said. “For centuries, Ukraini-
ans fought for their freedom. 
I pray this one is the last one 
that will definitely end with 
our victory.”

According to Stafiy-
chuk, the Russian invasion of 

Crimea in 2014 prepared both 
the Ukrainian military and 
civilian population for a future 
Russian invasion.

“People have been through 
this and they’ve learned, 
logistically, how to support 
each other and respond 
quickly either in terms of help-
ing the army or each other,” 
Stafiychuk said. “I’m in the 
same mode. I’m doing work, 
but the next moment someone 
calls [me] – despite the fact 
that I’m in the U.S. – because 
they know that I know some-
one across the ocean.”

Looming destruction
The last time Torpedo 

Factory artist Tatyana 

Schremko went back to 
Ukraine was in 2019, as part 
of an art project. Before that, 
she hadn’t stepped foot in her 
childhood home of Kharkiv 
since World War II, when she 
fled Ukraine with her family.

Despite the intervening 
decades, Schremko’s memory 
of the city she grew up in was 
as concrete as if it was written 
in stone. She remembered the 
streets, the well she used to 
draw water from, the place she 
used to play with her favor-
ite ball and the government 
building where her father 
was imprisoned, tortured and 
eventually executed. 

Schremko lived in Kharkiv 
during a devastating time for 
the city. Kharkiv was seized 
from Russia by Nazi Germany 
in 1941. The Red Army then 
attempted to recapture the 
city in 1941 but failed to do so. 
Subsequently, Kharkiv passed 
back and forth between 
German and Russian control 
several times between 1943 
and 1945, and the city was 
almost razed to the ground in 
the process.

In 2019, the streets were 
the same and Schremko’s 
memories were intact, but the 
city had changed. Kharkiv was 
vibrant and full of food, culture 

and life. An influx of students 
and young people from across 
the world had come to the city 
to attend the National Univer-
sity of Kharkiv.

“To think that suddenly 
all of that is in the process of 
being destroyed,” Schremko 
said. “… It was incredible, 
and I cannot believe that now 
there’s war again and destruc-
tion. To be honest with you, 
the type of war that we have 
now in our society – weapons 
of mass destruction, electron-
ics and computer destruction, 
false information – is by far 
worse than I’ve experienced.”

During Schremko’s visit in 
2019, she saw what Ukraine 
had become. But she said there 
was still a lingering senti-
ment among Ukrainians that 
it could all disappear at any 
moment, a fear that has been 
borne out this week. 

Home away from home
Stafiychuk is across the 

Atlantic, but he has been 
heartened to see his new 
home express solidarity with 
Ukraine. Alexandria City Hall 
and the George Washing-
ton Masonic National Memo-
rial were illuminated with the 
colors of the Ukrainian flag 
this past week, and his neigh-
bors and fellow residents have 
reached out looking for ways 
to help Ukraine and its people. 

“When I saw Alexandria 
lighting [the George Washing-
ton Masonic National Memo-
rial] in Ukrainian colors, I 
dropped a couple of tears,” 
Stafiychuk said. “It was so 
amazing to see and feel that 
I’m part of this community. 
… I’m just happy to be here 
and very grateful to people 
in general. I can’t even speak 
now because I have tears in 
my eyes. This overwhelming 
support is amazing.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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The last 
[several] days 

showed [Ukrainians'] 
heroism and bravery 
from a different light. 
We have been a 
very peaceful nation 
and never started 
any conflict, but we 
become a nation 
of warriors when 
others attack us.”

– Svitlana Yarymova, 
Ukrainian-born 

Alexandria resident

 PHOTO/VIKTOR STAFIYCHUK
Viktor Stafiychuk (right) with his wife, Alisa Rakhmatullova (left), in front of Alexandria City Hall.

Betty, A Lap Dog
Mature and wise, Betty knows what's important in 

life, and that is being the best companion she can be.   
Don't be fooled by her 40 lbs., when Betty decides 

to cuddle, she is determined to make it work 
(and  she does!). Her affectionate nature means 

she'd be an ideal pet for all kinds of families, 
especially those who know  how to take it easy.  

 Meet Betty!  
Visit AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Diann
Carlson 

703.628.2440
diann.carlson@gmail.com

Weichert Realtors

"Because everyone deserves a home."
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of a car crash around 11:50 
p.m. and arrived to find five 
vehicles in the roadway that 
sustained damage. The crash 
resulted in the death of D.C. 
resident Bizuayehu Bulti, 39; 
one critical injury; one serious 
injury and two minor injuries. 

“Initial investigation 
suggests that speed may have 
been a contributing factor to 
this crash but this incident is 
still under investigation and 
we hope to have more answers 
in the near future on what 
led to this crash,” APD Public 
Information Officer Marcel 
Bassett said. 

Bassett said the five vehi-
cles included a red Chevro-
let Suburban with one driver 
believed to be in the east-
bound curb lane; a black 
Toyota Corolla with one 
driver; a silver Toyota Rav4 
with one driver and one 
passenger; a blue Honda Civic 
with one driver stopped at the 
light facing westbound and 
a red Nissan Sentra with one 
driver stopped at the light 
facing westbound. 

According to the police 
scanner, at 11:51 p.m. on 
Feb. 22 there was a “possible 
entrapment” on Duke Street.

“We have someone on 
top of a vehicle trying to get 
a victim out. It’s going to 
be a silver SUV, dark sedan, 
unknown description for the 
third, we also have medics en 
route,” the dispatcher said, 
adding later that there was 
“possibly smoke coming from 
one of the vehicles.”

The suspect vehicle, then 
identified as a black suburban 
with possible damage to the 
passenger side, fled the scene. 
It was located, abandoned, at 
12:51 a.m. on Library Lane and 
subsequently towed, along 
with the other four vehicles.

Duke Street was closed for 
more than eight hours, with 
APD tweeting at 8:30 a.m. 
on Feb. 23 that it had finally 
reopened. 

Since the crash, some 

neighboring residents have 
pointed to an upsurge in street 
racing in the area as a possibly 
related element of the crash. 

Kate Sal, who lives near 
Duke Street and Cameron 
Station Boulevard, said she 
has observed groups of cars 
occasionally gathering at the 
nearby CVS Pharmacy before 
engaging in late night street 
racing. This latest incident, 
she said, is “not surprising” 
given the popularity of the 
location and level of noise 
emitted. 

“They’re these little cars 
but ginormous engines, and 
just really noisy, so it’s not 
hard to hear them,” Sal said. 
“They peel up and down Duke 
Street. I’m in my house at that 
time and it’s usually late and 
that’s when I start hearing 
them, but it has been going on 
for quite some time.”

She also said she once got 
caught in a pod of four or five 
cars that appeared to be racing 
on I-495. According to Sal, the 
drivers were “jerking around 
with each other, revving each 
other up” and would take off 
and slow down erratically. 

Del Ray resident and 
former Sheriff Dana Lawhorne 
recalled the first time he heard 
what he is sure was street 
racing occurring outside his 
home.  

“We’re hearing this loud 
muffler exhaust noise coming 
from the beltway and it 

sounded like racing. We were 
all puzzled by it. One night 
when I heard it, I decided to 
get in the car and drive over to 
Telegraph Road and the belt-
way,” Lawhorne said. “Sure 
enough, [I] discovered that 
there was organized racing 
between the Woodrow Wilson 
Bridge and Telegraph Road. 
What we were hearing was 
them going back and forth.”

Also known as drag 
racing, the organized effort 
generally includes a group of 

cars meeting at one particular 
place. About 10 to 12 cars will 
occupy an area such as the 
beltway, with four or five cars 
slowing the lanes down so as 
to clear a path for the rest of 
them to race from point A to 
point B. 

“When they came off the 
beltway they sounded like the 
Indy 500; they all came off in 
these little Toyota Corollas, 
cars no bigger than your trash 
can,” Lawhorne said.

According to Lawhorne, a 
group of residents have made 
complaints to state police 
through meetings and emails. 
They argued that a change 
in legislation two years ago 
regarding “modified mufflers” 
has contributed to the increase 
in noise levels that Lawhorne, 
Sal and other residents have 
been hearing over the past few 
years. 

Prior to the new legisla-
tion, police officers could stop 
drivers solely on the basis 
of suspected exhaust noise. 
Under Virginia House Bill 
5058 and Senate Bill 5029, 
however, they are no longer 
permitted to initiate traf-

fic stops for various offenses 
including cars with altered 
exhaust systems. 

“To me, there seems to be 
a correlation between the law 
change and the ability of the 
police to enforce these modi-
fied exhaust systems. This has 
significantly increased the 
noise level we’re hearing and 
racing is a factor,” Lawhorne 
said.

One resident, Sandy 
Levy, sent state Sen. Adam 
Ebbin (D–VA) a letter last 
year summarizing some of 
the community pushback to 
this law change, which Ebbin 
cosponsored. 

“By now you must be 
aware that drag-racing has 
become a serious problem on 
the section of the beltway that 
runs through this district. 
Lives are threatened, and the 
noise level is intolerable for 
many Alexandria residents,” 
Levy wrote. “I assume that 
this change was made with 
good intentions, but insofar as 
it has hampered the police, it 
needs to be amended.”

DUKE STREET FROM | 1
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FILE PHOTO
Some Alexandria residents claim that street racing has been 
occurring in the city for more than a year now.
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Students protest 
optional mask policy
Demonstration 
follows state law, CDC 
guidance easing mask 
requirements
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Students gathered outside 
Alexandria City High School 
on Wednesday afternoon to 
protest the School Board’s 
recent decision to leave mask 
wearing decisions up to 
parents of students in Alexan-
dria city schools. 

Carrying signs that read 
“Masks save lives” and “Wear 
your masks,” the group of 
more than 20 students argued 
that mask wearing is a tool to 
combat the spread of COVID-
19 that not every student can 
take for granted.

“We have many students 
who may feel comfortable 

or confident saying, ‘I feel 
comfortable that I can avoid or 
withstand a COVID-19 infec-
tion.’ That is not true for all 
members of our community, 
and we need to be cognizant 
that your choice to wear a 
mask doesn’t just impact you. 
So, we’re doing this for every 
member who may be vulnera-
ble or may otherwise want to 
be safe,” Catherine Radt, an 
ACHS junior and demonstra-
tion organizer, said.

The School Board’s deci-
sion to make mask wearing 
optional for Alexandria City 
Public Schools students – but 
not staff – came in response to 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s (R-VA) 
approval of Virginia Senate 
Bill 739. Superintendent Dr. 

SEE PROTEST | 11
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Alexandria City High School students gathered outside their school on Wednesday to protest the 
Schools Board’s decision to make mask wearing optional.
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ing optional for students, as of 
Tuesday.

During the meeting, the 
board discussed significant 
pushback the mask-optional 
legislation has yielded among 
community members, many of 
whom have argued against the 
law since its passage on Feb. 
16. Superintendent Dr. Greg-
ory Hutchings, Ed.D. said that 
the bill leaves little “wiggle 
room” for staff. 

“Even if we change the 
policy, let’s say we didn’t do 
anything to the policy, this bill 
is still in effect, whether we do 
anything to the policy that we 
currently have in place or not,” 
Hutchings said. “That’s some-
thing that’s important for us 
to understand, because this 
bill was written in a way that 
really gives no wiggle room 
and there’s no gray. It is what 
it is.”

Senate Bill 739 explicitly 
states that parents may elect 
for their child to forgo wear-
ing masks while on school 
property, regardless of any 
mandates or policies from 
local school boards. School 
districts had until Tuesday to 
comply with the new law.

“We serve all of our 
students, and I’ve said that 
from the beginning, regard-
less of what our personal views 
are, our job is to make deci-
sions for the organization as 
a whole. And I think that is 
really the point of view we 
were doing internally in trying 
to keep people at the organiza-
tional level, and not what they 
personally felt or thought, 
which was even harder for us 
sitting around the table having 
those conversations,” Hutch-
ings added. 

Youngkin had previously 
signed an executive order on 
Jan. 15, stating that “recent 
government orders requir-
ing virtually every child in 
Virginia wear masks virtu-
ally every moment they are in 
school have proven ineffective 
and impractical.” 

ACPS was one of seven 
Virginia school districts that 
filed a lawsuit on Jan. 24 
opposing Youngkin’s execu-
tive order.

A joint statement from 
the districts stated that the 
lawsuit was filed to defend “the 
right of the school boards to 
enact policy at the local level, 
including policies that protect 
the health and well-being of all 
students and staff.”

Arlington Circuit Judge 
Louise DiMatteo issued a 
temporary injunction, effec-
tively blocking Youngkin’s 
prior executive order earlier 
this month, but the new bill 
renders that motion moot. 

“Since day one, we have 
worked to empower Virginia 
parents who want to have a 
voice in the upbringing and 
education of their children. 
This is a defining moment and 
decisive victory for parents 
and kids across the Common-
wealth,” Youngkin wrote in 
a news release. “We are reaf-
firming that parents matter 
by signing SB739, effec-
tively giving parents the abil-
ity to opt-out of school mask 
mandates.”

The tone of the Feb. 24 
meeting was solemn, with 
board members questioning 
what went into the decision to 
not implement a formal opt-in/
opt-out process.

ACPS Chief of Student 
Services and Equity Julie Craw-
ford stated that the recom-
mendation is in line with what 
the Virginia Department of 
Health has put forward. As of 
Feb. 25, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention no 
longer recommends mask 
wearing for schools in commu-
nities with low to medium 
risk of COVID-19. But at the 
high transmission level, the 
CDC still recommends mask 
wearing indoors. As of Tues-
day, Alexandria is no longer in 
the “high” transmission cate-
gory, according to the Virginia 
Department of Health website.

In addressing the topic, 
Crawford said that apprehen-

sion cropped up surround-
ing the fidelity of the system 
involved in providing opt-in/
opt-out information to teach-
ers and principals. 

“How do we see that actu-
ally playing out in the class-
room? If I’m a teacher, am I 
taking attendance and then 

cross referencing a list? Who 
is responsible for monitoring 
that piece?” Crawford said. “ 
… An opt-in would be a chal-
lenge for our schools to imple-
ment, and if we weren’t going 
to do it well, then do we need 
to have our families go to 
additional lengths to tell us 

that they want to opt out if 
we felt like it was going to be a 
challenge for us to do?”

She also called atten-
tion to concerns about staff 
potentially becoming “mask 
police,” rather than focusing 
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solely on their role as instruc-
tional leaders and the social, 
emotional and academic needs 
of students.

Hutchings said that an 
improper system could poten-
tially be viewed as a form of 
retaliation against the gover-
nor, which the bill prohibits. 

“Some of the conversations 
we had [were], ‘What outcome 
are we seeking in regards to 
having an opt-in or opt-out?’ 
People could perceive that we 
are doing this as a retaliatory 
way. ‘Hey, we’re trying to make 
this difficult because you’re 
not following what we wanted 
to do,’ especially with the fact 

that we’re in a lawsuit against 
the governor. We just have to 
be very careful with sending 
messages to our community in 
that way,” Hutchings said. 

Board member Michelle 
Rief asked about the implica-
tions of removing the mask 
mandate for families and 
students. She noted that the 
definition of contact tracing, 
for instance, changes depend-
ing on whether or not one is 
wearing a mask. 

In response, Crawford said 
the transition will involve an 
open stream of communica-
tion, transparency and making 
sure staff knows what they can 
and cannot ask of students. 
The CDC definition of contact 

tracing, she said, refers to three 
feet for masked children and 
six feet for unmasked children. 

Crawford clarified that 
students are encouraged, but 
not required, to wear masks 
in ACPS buses and vehicles. 
However, ACPS staff must 
continue to wear masks in 
school facilities and vehicles. 

Families with immuno-
compromised or otherwise 
vulnerable individuals are 
encouraged to take advan-
tage of school support teams, 
Crawford said. She suggested 
posting signage at lunch tables 
requesting that students 
returning from day six through 
10 of testing don’t sit at certain 
tables. 

“Then, if my grandmother 
was at my house, I could sit 
there with some degree of 
assurance that people who are 
around me maskless eating 
might not be at the table with 
me,” Crawford said. “We’re 
trying to think creatively. We 
can’t assure because we’re not 
going to stand there with a 
checklist. We can’t do that to 
students in a way that respects 
everybody’s privacy.” 

During discussion, board 
member Abdel Elnoubi 
expressed concern regard-
ing potential messaging that 
might come with eliminating 
the mask mandate. 

“I think if we do that, we 
need to be very clear on the 
messaging we’re sending out, 
and that we’re not doing this 
because we don’t want you to 
wear a mask anymore. We’re 
doing this because we have to, 
because we want to abide by 
the law,” Elnoubi said. 

He emphasized the impor-
tance of putting the policy 
in context and communi-
cating with community 
members that the board still 
strongly encourages mask 
wearing, even though they 
can’t enforce it. In an ACPS 
newsletter that went out last 
week, staff highly recom-
mended that students wear 
masks, especially during high 
transmission periods. It also 
included a link to the senate 
bill and information about the 
CDC guidelines. 

“We’re still moving 
forward with all of the other 
health and safety mitigations, 

but we are going to continue to 
highly recommend for fami-
lies to continue to wear masks 
during this high transmission 
time,” Hutchings said. 

Both staff and board 
members emphasized the 
importance of maintain-
ing respect throughout the 
process and amid any differ-
ing opinions that have and 
may continue to arise. 

“My biggest concern is 
how people treat each other. 
We all know as educators that 
you have to provide explicit 
instruction on how you want 
the students to behave,” 
School Board Chair Meagan 
Alderton said at the end of the 
meeting. “We are going to have 
kids coming from families who 
are very vocal about either side 
of this issue and we have to 
teach our students that when 
we are in our school buildings, 
we respect one another.” 

Board member Willie Bailey 
made a motion to rescind the 
mask ordinance, with board 
member W. Christopher Harris 
seconding. The motion passed 
unanimously, 9-0. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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In response, Ebbin called 
attention to the legislation’s 
purpose, which was to reduce 
traffic infractions that have 
often led to over-policing of 
communities of color. 

While he expressed shared 
concern over the unintended 
consequences the legislation 
created, such as noise and 
air pollution, Ebbin also 
pointed to the authority of 
police departments to stop 
individuals for speeding or 
racing and localities to fine 
up to $500 for noise ordinance 
violations. 

“I have spoken to Arling-
ton and Alexandria to encour-
age them to use this authority 
to reduce noise pollution and 
disruption caused by altered 
exhaust systems,” Ebbin wrote 
at the time, acknowledging 

that said measures “may alone 
not be adequate enforcement 
mechanisms to maintain the 
peace and tranquility of our 
communities.”

Levy’s exchange with 
Ebbin followed a street racing 
incident that occurred in 
February 2021 near I-495 and 
Telegraph Road. The two driv-
ers were arrested for racing 
and reckless driving, having 
reached speeds of 105 miles 
per hour. 

In regard to the Feb. 22, 
2022 incident, Bassett said 
APD could not comment on 
whether or not it could be 
considered street racing as 
the investigation is still ongo-
ing. He emphasized that there 
needs to be enough evidence 
to substantiate such a claim. 

“We’ve received complaints 
of street racing before, but 
many of them are unfounded, 

so what do you do? And even 
if there was, how do you prove 
it?” Bassett said.” We just 
don’t know; we’re going to 
do our due diligence to figure 
out what happened, and we 
will present that once we get 
it all together. But we can’t 
say anything preemptively, 
without having substantial 
evidence to prove what we’re 
saying.”

According to Bassett, the 
investigation is currently 
under way and involves closely 
examining each of the five 
vehicles involved in the crash. 

“We believe that everyone 
deserves due diligence, espe-
cially in something as sensi-
tive as this,” Bassett said.

Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact Offi-
cer Wesley Vitale at wesley.
vitale@alexandriava.gov. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D. and 
several School Board members 
argued that the bill left little 
wiggle room for local school 
districts. ACPS continues to 
recommend that students 
wear masks in ACPS buildings 
and vehicles, although it is not 
required. Since the law went 
into effect on Tuesday, Fair-
fax County Public Schools and 
Arlington Public Schools have 
also made masking optional 
for students, as well as staff.

The shift in ACPS’ mask 
wearing policies also comes as 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention altered its 
guidelines to no longer recom-
mend mask wearing in school 
districts with low to medium 
levels of COVID-19 trans-
mission. As of Tuesday, the 
Virginia Department of Health 
registered Alexandria as no 
longer having “high” levels of 
transmission.

After hearing word of 
Youngkin’s intent to sign 
Senate Bill 739, the student 
organizers said they were 
shocked but also inspired to 
take action.

“The immediate thought 
is just, ‘Oh no’ because this 
puts us and people we care 
about and the community 
at large in danger. Then, the 
next thought was, ‘We have 
to do something,’” Alexan-

dra Radt, one of the organiz-
ers, said. “Clearly that’s what 
we did, and we would hope 
that anybody else who feels 
like this would feel the same 
way and also try to do some-
thing, even if it’s just saying to 
people in the hallway you see 
not wearing a mask, ‘Hey, put 
a mask on.’”

According to Catherine 
Radt, the dream would be for 
the School Board’s lawsuit to 
succeed, “but at the end of the 
day as long as our student body 
is wearing masks and keep-
ing all of us safe, I think we’re 
happy.”

The student organiz-
ers, who pulled together the 
demonstration in less than 
a week, have more in mind 
than just waving signs along 
King Street. According to 
student Eliana Rougle, they 
hope to reach out to students 
in other school districts, as 
well as parents in local parent 
teacher associations, to get 
them involved. They also aim 
to create an educational video 
about the benefits of mask 
wearing that can be used in 
elementary, middle and high 
schools.

“We hope to continue 
outreach and work with 
schools across Virginia, espe-
cially those in areas with lower 
vaccination rates,” Rougle said. 
“ … We’re hoping to connect 
with PTAs since parents have 

a lot of influence over the deci-
sions that their children make, 
especially younger children. 
And we’re hoping to continue 
messages of encouragement 
in our schools and spread it to 
other schools.”

The organizers said their 
efforts are tied exclusively 

to mask wearing and not 
vaccines, although Catherine 
Radt said “we do support any 
efforts that would protect the 
community from COVID-19.” 

While the students are 
focused on mask wearing, 
Rougle said she hopes their 
efforts will inspire other 

students to take up activism.
“We hope students in our 

school can remember that 
even if your action that you 
take on an issue that you care 
about makes a small impact, 
any impact and any progress is 
important,” Rougle said. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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The organizers behind the protest aim to stay engaged and reach 
out to students in other school districts.
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The region’s best family-friendly attractions
Look no further than 
the Washington-
Baltimore corridor for 
your next adventure
BY SAMMIE WEINSTEIN, OLIVIA 

ERVIN, NADIA CHEBINOU AND 

BROOKE LADY

Are you in the Washing-
ton-Baltimore area and need 
something to do? Are you a 
local looking for somewhere 
new and exciting to explore? 
Then check out these family 
friendly picks from area 
experts and locals. We have 
searched far and wide to bring 
you these 10 attractions!

The Kennedy Center
The Kennedy Center is 

an excellent way to spend an 
evening in D.C. It is magi-
cal. The Kennedy Center has 
more than a dozen shows in 
their season, with a mix of 
classic and modern musi-
cals, along with concerts, 
symphonic performances 
and plays. It is perfect for 
theatergoers and entertain-

ment lovers of all ages. 
Location: 2700 F St. NW, 
Washington, D.C. 
Information: 
www.kennedy-center.org

American Visionary Art 
Museum 

Located in Baltimore, 
Maryland, the American 
Visionary Art Museum is one 
of the area’s most special 
museum experiences. All of 
the works inside are created 
by self-taught artists, and 
each exhibit has a different 
art style. Its funky art includes 
parade floats, human-sized 
bird nests, a horror-themed 
Barbie house and so much 
more. For people of all ages 
who are looking for a quirk-
ier museum experience, this is 
the place for you.
Location: 800 Key Highway 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Information: 
www.avam.org

Workhouse Arts Center
The Workhouse Arts 

Center in Lorton, Virginia is 
a wondrous place filled with 
various types and styles of 
art, including pottery, glass 
blowing, theater, game design 
and more. Artists of different 
backgrounds come together to 
share their work with North-
ern Virginia and the rest of the 
DMV. We highly recommend 

a visit on Saturdays for the 
weekly Community Market, 
featuring numerous booths 
filled with fantastic, fulfilling 
and fun activities for the kids.
Location: 9518 Workhouse 
Way, Lorton, Virginia 
Information: 
www.workhousearts.org

National Museum 
of African American 
History and Culture 

One of the more recent 
additions to D.C.’s already 
impressive selection of muse-
ums, the National Museum 
of African American History 
and Culture is an astonish-
ing museum filled with fasci-
nating, heart wrenching and 
informative knowledge about 
African American history. 
It goes into depth about the 
struggles of African Ameri-
cans but also about the color-
ful culture that exists within 
the African American commu-
nity. We recommend you go to 
the gift shop because it is filled 
with books and art made by 

different Black artists that will 
leave a lasting memory even 
after you leave the museum.
Location: 1400 Constitution 
Ave., NW, Washington, D.C.
Information: 
https://nmaahc.si.edu/

International Spy 
Museum

The International Spy 
Museum is one of the best 
places for both adults and kids 
to visit in the DMV. It is filled 
with facts about the United 
States’ history of espionage, 
in a role-play fashion. In the 
beginning, every person is 
given a secret identity with 
missions to complete and spy 
games to play. It was rebuilt 
in 2019, making the museum 
bigger and better than ever. 
Everyone enjoys it, so it is a 
place that everyone should 
make a point to see.
Location: 700 L’Enfant Plaza, 
SW, Washington, D.C.
Information: 
www.spymuseum.org

Local escape rooms
There are two escape rooms 

in the Old Town area: Escape 
Quest and Escape Room Live 
Alexandria. An escape room 
is a good way to get kids to use 
their minds to escape a room 
in under a certain amount of 
time by completing puzzles. 
It’s really fun to do it with a 
group of friends or your family.
Location: Escape Quest 
is located at 1127 King St.; 
Escape Room Live is located at 
814 King St.
Information: 
www.escapequestdc.com | 
www.escaperoomlive.com

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Old Town has plenty of small businesses, local restaurants and the 
Old Town Farmers' Market, which is set up in front of Alexandria City 
Hall every Saturday.
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HOMESCHOOL DAY AT MOUNT VERNON Discover 
the 18th century by exploring the farm at Mount 
Vernon. Watch costumed historic trades interpreters 
produce 18th century goods, learn about George 
Washington’s innovative farming practices and visit a 
reconstructed cabin for an enslaved family.  
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway 
Information: www.mountvernon.org 
 
 
 
STORYTIME IN THE READING GARDEN Children love 
to be outdoors. Join the Alexandria Library in Beatley 
Central Library’s beautiful outdoor reading garden for 
stories, songs and movement tailor-made for children 
ages 1 to 5. This program will be held outdoors and in 
person. Masks are recommended to participate and 
social distancing considerations will be made. Dress 
for the weather and bring something to sit on. The 

Old Town
Old Town is a fun place 

to go shopping that also 
provides historic charm. Old 
Town is known for its small 
businesses, and we recom-
mend shopping on Small 
Business Saturdays when 
you can buy from all the fun 
small businesses in Old Town. 
There are also some more 
popular chains such as lulu-
lemon, Gap and H&M. It also 
has some fantastic places to 
eat and drink too! 

National Gallery’s 
Sculpture Garden and 
Ice Rink

The Sculpture Garden at 
the National Gallery is a fun 
place to let kids run free and 
look at the gallery’s sculp-
tures. There is also an ice rink 
to skate outdoors and you 
can enjoy the Pavilion Cafe 
across from it. The ice rink is 
open even after the gallery 

has closed, so you can enjoy it 
even after dark. The ice rink is 
open until March 6.
Location: 7th Street and 
Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, D.C.
Information: 
w w w.nga.gov/visit/tours-
and-guides/national-gallery-
sculpture-garden.html

National Museum of 
Health and Medicine

Located in Silver Spring, 
Maryland, the National 
Museum of Health and Medi-
cine is a very fun place to 
visit if you are interested 
in medicinal history. The 
museum provides infor-
mation on the history of 
medicine and some famous 
doctors and others involved 
in the health and medi-
cine field. It also has other 
fun virtual events, such as 
virtual “science cafes” that 
you can access online.
Location: 2500 Linden Lane 
Silver Spring, Maryland

Information: 
www.medicalmuseum.mil

Union Market
Union Market is the perfect 

place for hungry people of all 
ages, with food from many 
cultures. From Egyptian and 
Thai street food to dump-
lings and sandwiches, there 
are many small business food 
places to support with very 
tasty food.
Location: 1309 5th St. NE, 
Washington, D.C.
Information: 
https://unionmarketdc.com/
market/

We hope this list helps 
anyone who wants to expand 
the places they’ve seen in this 
region, , and we hope that 
you see these places soon. All 
of them are so much fun and 
are good for people of all ages. 
Have fun and safe travels!

The writers are seventh grade 
students in Browne Academy’s 

photojournalism class.
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your neighborhood store 
for Easter Basket Filling!
Look for us on Facebook and Instagram.  
Order your custom basket today!
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NAMES OF FLOWERS

DOGWOOD
ROSE
SUNFLOWER
CONEFLOWER

COSMOS
POPPY
DAFFODIL
DANDELION

ORCHID
ANEMONE
HYACINTH
IRIS

MAGNOLIA
TULIP
PERIWINKLE
PANSY

story times will be active to keep little ones moving and 
warm. Stop by the Children’s Desk for a ticket for entry.  
Time: 11 to 11:30 a.m. 
Location: 5005 Duke St. 
Information: https://alexlibraryva.org/event/6096883 
 
 
 
GO APE ZIPLINE & ADVENTURE PARK SEASON 
OPENING Go Ape Zipline and Adventure Park opens for 
the 2022 season. Come zip, swing and laugh through 
the trees. It’s been a cold winter, but Go Ape is ready for 
some fun. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: 7550 Reservation Drive 
Information: www.goape.com/location/virginia-
springfield/ 
 
 
 

PICK-A-DAISY: BEADED DAISY CHAIN WORKSHOP This 
is the perfect class for budding young beaders. Kids 
ages 10 and up are welcome to come out and learn 
beginning bead weaving as they make a daisy chain 
bracelet or necklace. Learning the daisy chain stitch is a 
great way to make a fun project while developing needle 
handling skills and learning how to manage your thread. 
The instructor will provide hands-on demonstrations and 
individual assistance, as well as instructions with photos 
and text. Instructions include age and skill-appropriate 
variations. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mt. Vernon 
Ave. 
Information: https://delrayartisans.org/calendar/

MARCH 12

MARCH 14
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LESSONS 
FOR AGES 

3 TO 93 

Now offering: Piano, Guitar, Ukulele, 
Violin, Viola, Preschoolers and 
Kinder Partner Piano Lessons!

120 S. Royal St. | 703 341 7341  
www.oldtownmusicschool.com

529 Kids Consign 
offers not only consignment items but also 

the freshest & most trendy must haves  
for hip moms and cool kids. 

703-567-4518 | 529kidsconsign.com

529 Kids Consign
122A S. Royal St.

AT

alexandriatimes

follow us on 
instagram 
#alexandriatimes #alextimes 
#alexandriava #alxva
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Finding out about Fido
Here’s what you need 
to know about dog DNA 
tests
BY KIM GILLIAM

Nearly one million pets 
were adopted from U.S. animal 
shelters and rescues in 2021, 
according to Adopt-a-Pet.com, 
representing the highest adop-
tion rate in the past six years. 
With 58% of these adoptees 
being dogs, many new owners 
found themselves wondering 
about their pup’s breed compo-
sition. This caused the sales of 
dog DNA test kits to more than 
double during the pandemic. 
You might be ready to invest in 
one too, but how do these tests 
work and how accurate can you 
expect the results to be? 

While genetic testing for 
humans has been around for 
several years, allowing people 
to discover their ancestral 
roots and check for genetic 
disorders, dog DNA tests are 
relatively new. Breed detec-
tion tests are only made possi-
ble due to the broader Dog 
Genome Project in the early 
2000s, inspired by similar 
efforts to map human DNA. 
Breeding standards have 
separated dogs into “distinct 
genetic clusters.” This means 
dog breeds can be defined at 
the molecular level – only 
small bits of DNA are needed 
to identify them.  

These tests are sold at a 
cost of under $100 up to almost 
$300 based on how compre-
hensive the testing is. Owners 
just looking for breed identifi-

cation pay less whereas those 
looking for insight into their 
pet’s genetic ancestry and 
health traits – where some 
tests screen for more than 200 
genetic disorders – will pay 
more. These kinds of tests are 
also available for cats.

How does it work?
The kits contain a swab 

that you use to collect a sample 
of your pet’s saliva and cheek 
cells; this is then placed into 
a tube for shipping. Once it 
arrives at the lab, a technician 
extracts and amplifies the DNA 
from the sample for analysis.  

The technology used is 
identical, regardless of which 
test you buy, and replicates the 
tests veterinarians have been 
using for the last 15 years. The 
tests look for markers in the 
DNA and compare them with 
a database of DNA taken from 
dogs with confirmed pedigrees 
and a library of anywhere from 
250 to 350 unique dog breeds. 
From there, these companies 
use an algorithm that looks at 
the number and types of these 
genetic markers to determine 
your dog’s breed makeup, 
similar to how human DNA 
tests analyze ancestry. 

What can you learn?
These tests identify the 

presence of breed types as low 
as 1% as well as genes that 
give information on your dog’s 
temperament – you can gain 
insight into your dog’s breed 
behavior quirks – and appear-
ance, including their ideal 

weight range. And how cool is 
this: Embark, a dog DNA test 
provider, now offers a Doggy 
DNA Relative Finder where 
you can connect with other 
dogs that are related to your 
pup based on the percentage 
of DNA they share. 

Depending on the test, you 
can also screen for a number of 
genetic disorders too, a selling 
point for those concerned with 
early detection and treatment 
of any illnesses their pet may 
have. Like humans, dogs can 
also be at risk for congenital 
conditions. So, while the owner 
of a purebred dog might not 
feel the need to confirm their 
pet's pedigree, they might still 
be interested in screening for 
common genetic conditions 
for which their dog might be at 
an elevated risk. For example, 
there are various cancers with 
genetic causes common in 
Golden Retrievers, Sick Sinus 
Syndrome is common in Silver 
Schnauzers and mitral valve 
disease is common in King 
Charles Spaniels.

How accurate are they?
The answer to this question 

isn’t clear. The testing manu-
facturers claim 90% accu-
racy or higher, however these 
claims are not independently 
verified. Some veterinarians 
and genetic experts aren’t 
ready to stamp these kits with 
a seal of accuracy, in large 
part due to the lack of peer-re-
viewed research regarding the 
processes used. 

Experts advise that most 

reliable information they 
provide is around the genetic 
disorders, since these tests are 
related to specific, easily iden-
tifiable mutations. Whether or 
not they are 100% accurate, 
it certainly makes for a fun 

conversation starter at the dog 
park!

The writer co-owns 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 
gym in Alexandria, with her 

husband, Kevin Gilliam.

TimesLivinq
PETS

After 
starting 

life fending 
for himself 

outside,  
he’s ready  
to be your  

indoor buddy.

Galant Gavin

www.tailshigh.org
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Tails High

    Volunteer to feed  
  our kitties in Annandale.
 Breakfast & dinner 
   shifts are available.

    Volunteer to feed  
  our kitties in Annandale.
 Breakfast & dinner 
   shifts are available.
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Planting container gardens

BY JORDAN WRIGHT

“Blue Stockings” harkens 
back to the late 19th century 
at Cambridge University at 
a time when women wore 
bloomers and didn’t have the 
right to vote or earn gradu-
ate degrees from the college. 
The term ‘blue stockings’ was 
a derogatory reference to a 
woman with literary or intel-
lectual interests. No wonder 
the popularity of writers like 
Virginia Woolf and the Jazz 
Age hit the scene a mere two 
decades later, though it should 
be noted that King’s College in 
London had a “Ladies Depart-
ment” in 1897 when Woolf 
attended.

Jessica Swale’s play is based 
on the true story of Elizabeth 
Welsh, the mistress of Girton 
College, and Dr. Maudsley, the 
renowned male psychiatrist. 
Welsh is leading the charge 
to graduate a small but bril-
liant incoming class of young 
women of differing socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds and 
fields of study. Dr. Maudsley 
espouses cock-eyed Victorian 
notions of women’s unsuit-
ability to the rigors of higher 
learning, attributing hysteria 
to the female body – he calls it 
the “wandering womb” – the 
destruction of natural mater-
nal instincts, their inability 
to land a future husband and 

other antiquated notions. 
“Degrees for women are 

a dangerous idea,” Maudsley 
proposes. Hiss! Boo!

Under this aggressive male 
pressure, the ladies are subju-
gated at every turn. Treated as 
a curiosity, they are chaper-
oned, cosseted and degraded 
by the male students until 
they join forces in solidarity 
with the women’s movement 
to gain the right to vote. Funny 
how assertiveness works to 
the women’s advantage.

In the Little Theatre of 
Alexandria’s production, 
director Marzanne Claiborne 
pulls together a brilliant cast 
that really clicks, affording 
us a tightly woven produc-
tion that encompasses both 
drama and relevance. Urged 
by the sympathetic profes-
sor Mr. Banks (splendidly 
portrayed by Paul Donahoe) 
for the men to explore their 
passions, the flirtatious Ralph 
Mayhew (Michael Townsend) 
gives a hilarious delivery of an 
Italian love poem to aspiring 
student Tess Moffat (Madeline 
Byrd). Byrd is the glue that 
drives this play ever forward. 
Both her comedic timing and 
her intensity are spot on, and 
she is tremendously engaging 
as the striving student whose 
character is flawed but brave, 
whose heart is broken but 

rallies in her ardent quest for 
education. 

Other notable perfor-
mances are crafted by Robert 
Heinly as Dr. Maudsley whose 
evil intentions are reminis-
cent of Snidely Whiplash; John 
Paul Odle as Will Bennett, the 
well-intentioned brother of 
Tess; Melissa Dunlap as fellow 
student Celia Willbound; 
Tegan Cohen as sophisticate 
Carolyn Addison; and Ilyana 
Rose-Dávila as Maeve Sulli-
van, a girl from a poor family 
who struggles to keep her spot 
at the school when summoned 
home to care for her orphaned 
brothers and sisters. 

There are 13 scenes in Act 
I alone – 12 in Act II. It seems 
like an improbable challenge 
to pull off, but pull it off they 
do with smooth transitions, 
musical interstices and a vari-
ety of set changes that place 
the characters in a typical 
dorm room, a classroom, the 
outdoors, the headmistress’ 
office and other settings typi-
cal of campus life with the 
backdrop of the college’s ivied 
towers. 

“Blue Stockings” is 
produced by Lloyd Bittinger, 
Margaret Chapman and Chris-
tine Farrell. Hilary Adams 
serves as assistant direc-
tor; period costume design is 
by Joan Davis; Italian dialog 

coaching is by Dominica 
Marchetti; lighting is by Frank-
lin Coleman and set design is 
by Charles Dragonette.

Additional cast members 
include: Liz LeBoo as Eliza-
beth Welsh; Ali Cheraghpour 
as Mr. Banks; James Blacker 
as Lloyd; Michael King as 
Holmes; Elizabeth Repogle 
as Miss Blake; Anne Hilleary 
as Miss Bott/Mrs. Lindley; 
Joel Durgavich as Librarian/
Professor Anderson; Hilary 
Adams asKhalia Muhammad 
as Minnie; Michael Rufo as 
Billy Sullivan; Will Cooke as 
Professor Radleigh; Robert 
Heinly as Dr. Maudsley/
Professor Collins and Manus 
Nunan as Mr. Peck/Waiter.

This is a fine piece of 
theater from LTA and one I 
can most assuredly state is 
worthy of appreciation and 
highly recommended.

“Blue Stockings” runs 
through March 19 at the Little 
Theatre of Alexandria, 600 
Wolfe St., Alexandria 22314. 
For tickets and information 
call 703 683-5778 or visit 
www.TheLittleTheatre.com.

Jordan Wright writes 
about food, spirits, travel, 
theatre and culture. Visit 

her website at www.
whiskandquill.com or email her 

at Jordan@ WhiskandQuill.com.

PHOTO/MATT LIPTAK
Ilyana Rose-Dávila as Maeve Sullivan; Melissa Dunlap as Celia 
Willbond; Elizabeth Replogle as Miss Blake; Tegan Cohen as Carolyn 
Addison and Madeline Byrd as Tess Moffat in the Little Theatre of 
Alexandria’s production of “Blue Stockings.”

‘Blue Stockings’ brings relevant, period drama to LTA

Choose the right soil 
mix and you’ll bring 
extra color to your 
home
BY GREENSTREET GARDENS

Follow a few simple steps, 
and your container gardens 
will be off to a solid start and 
ready to fill your growing 
season with non-stop good 
looks.

Gorgeous container 
gardens begin with good soil. 

For containers, choose a soil 
mix that’s light and full of 
air pockets, which is vital for 
healthy roots, drains well but 
also holds water and gives 
roots a boost of slow-release 
fertilizer.

For your containers, try 
using Gardener’s Gold Organic 
Potting Soil. This organic mix 
combines 85% peat moss with 
seafood compost, composted 
barnyard manure and perlite. 
Peat moss and perlite provide 

aeration or air pockets. Peat 
moss also holds water and 
nutrients, slowly releasing 
them to plant roots. Seafood 
compost and composted barn-
yard manure also provide 
nutrients.

For terra-cotta containers, 
hanging baskets, coir or moss-
lined containers or pots in 
full sun locations, add a water 
retention polymer, like Soil 
Moist. These crystals absorb 
many times their weight in 

water and slowly release that 
water to plant roots. Add poly-
mers to individual pots. Fill 
pots halfway with soil, then 
add crystals to ensure they’re 
near actively growing roots.

Every container needs a 
drainage hole so water can 
drain away from the roots. 
If plants sit in water, roots 
will rot. Enhance drainage 
and conserve soil by filling 
the bottom one-third of your 
container with inverted plas-

tic pots, juice bottles or butter 
tubs. These materials occupy 
space, reducing the amount of 
soil you need and also provide 
air pockets for roots.

When planting, remove 
plants from pots and loosen 
roots around the root ball. 
This is especially important 
when plants are rootbound, 
meaning the roots have begun 
to circle the bottom of the pot.

SEE HOMES | 17

HOMES 



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MARCH 3, 2022 | 17 

When you tuck plants into 
soil, set them at the same 
depth they were in their orig-
inal container. Planting too 
deeply can cause stems to rot.

Blend plants with the eye of 
an artist without ever setting 
foot in an art class. Try a few of 
our tips to assemble container 
gardens that sizzle all season 
long.

As you select plants for your 
pots, you also want to consider 
leaf texture. Leaf textures 
can be broad and thick, like a 
caladium or elephant ear, or 
they can be fine and wispy, 
like a fern or breathless white 
euphorbia. What you want 
to do is play textures off one 
another. 

Mix textures throughout 
your container so there’s a 
selection of fine and broad leaf 
plants. Study the pre-planted 
container gardens you see at 
Greenstreet Gardens and in 
public planting areas around 

town. The pots that catch 
your eye will showcase texture 
blends. Observe which plants 
look good together, and you’ll 
master the art of texture.

Mix and match colors in 
your container in ways that 
please the eye. If you want to 
follow tried-and-true color 
conventions, grab a color 

wheel. Shades that are oppo-
site each other on the wheel 
are complementary – red and 
green, orange and blue, yellow 
and violet. Hues located beside 
each other are analogous – 
blue and violet, or red and 
orange. If you choose either 
complementary or analogous 
colors for your container, you’ll 

have a striking color scheme. 
You can also mix colors based 
on your likes, passions or what-
ever blends with your home’s 
exterior. Containers planted 
in a monochromatic scheme 
– differing shades of the same 
color – yield pots that earn 
rave reviews. For instance, in 
an all-red container garden, 

you can use plants with 
burgundy foliage, cherry red 
flowers, green leaves with red 
splashes and pink blooms. 

Cool tone or pastel shades 
tend to disappear in sunny 
locations. Choose bold reds, 
yellows or deep blues for those 
planting spots. If you mainly 
view your containers in the 
evening, tuck plants featuring 
white or silver and light-col-
ored blooms into the mix. 
These hues glow at dusk.

The best thing about 
container gardens is how 
customizable they are. They 
are a great chance to try 
your green thumb at differ-
ent combinations and vari-
eties that fit your home. Give 
it a shot yourself this spring 
season!

Greenstreet Gardens is 
a family-owned, locally-

grown garden center business 
based in Northern Virginia 

and Lothian, Maryland.
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 PHOTO/GREENSTREET GARDENS
Container gardens provide highly customizable opportunities for gardeners to enhance their home with 
a variety of colors and textures.
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AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

Welcome to a new level 
of luxury living in Old Town. 
Two rare opportunities to own 
new construction in historic 
Old Town are available for 
purchase now.

Both 601 and 603 N. Alfred 
St. will feature four bedrooms 
and four-and-a-half baths 
within four levels, with square 
feet ranging from 2,456 to 
2,548. Owners will enjoy a 
spacious roof terrace, main level 
patio and private parking for 
two cars. Centrally located in 
the northwest quadrant, these 
townhomes will offer west-
ern exposure and natural light 
through oversized windows on 
the front of both units. 

Opportunities to entertain 
guests abound, first on the 
main level with an open living 
and dining area, eat-in kitchen 
and a private patio perfect for 

al fresco dining. Continue to 
impress guests with incredi-
ble panoramic views from the 
large, private roof terrace.

Both townhomes are located 
blocks from the water and all 
the shops and dining options 
on and around King Street. For 
those who are back in the office, 
this home is a commuter’s 
dream, located only steps to the 
bus stop, a short distance to the 
Braddock Road Metro station, 
three traffic lights to Ronald 
Reagan National Airport and 
a short distance to National 
Landing, the Pentagon and 
Washington, D.C.

For a limited time, prospec-
tive buyers who ratify on one of 
these unique new construction 
properties, will be provided the 
opportunity to select certain 
custom finishes with options 
for upgrades.

Images are renderings provided for display example purposes only. The 
end product may differ.
Top Right: Both townhomes will provide panoramic views from private 
roof terraces.
Top Left: Both 601 and 603 N. Alfred St. feature four bedrooms.
Bottom Left/Right: The townhomes feature open living and dining 
areas and eat-in kitchens.

Luxury living in Old Town

COURTESY PHOTO

Address: 601 & 603 

N. Alfred St. Alexandria 

22314

Price: $1,699,000 & 

$1,799,000

Square feet: 2,456 to 

2,548

Bedrooms: 4

Bathrooms: 4.5

Year built: 2022

Contact:

Bonnie Rivkin &  

Courtney Rivkin

therivkingroup@ 

compass.com

rivkinresidential.com

703-598-7788
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One of the wonders of life is that the worst of times often bring out 
the best in people.

The U.S. Marshall Plan, a massive aid package funded by American 
taxpayers, helped rebuild Western Europe after the ruin of World War 
II. The devastating famine in Ethiopia in the 1980s led to Live Aid, 
which helped raise awareness and money to assist with relief. The 
millions of lives lost around the globe due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
accelerated the development of mRNA technology, which has the 
potential to also prevent and cure other diseases.

So it is with Russian President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine late last month. The first military incursion onto the soil 
of a democracy by another country since the end of World War II is 
becoming bloodier by the day. Putin has even put Russia’s nuclear 
arsenal on high alert, meaning he is apparently willing to use the 
ultimate weapon.

And yet, hope abounds.
Ukrainians have fought back fiercely, bravely and creatively with 

an effectiveness that has apparently shocked Putin and inspired the 
world. The quick and relatively painless Russian victory that was 
expected has not yet materialized.

Putin’s actions have breathed life into the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, which had been wobbling. NATO members 
are providing military support to Ukraine while also fortifying the 
borders of the Baltic states and Poland. 

United States intelligence agencies have scored a huge and 
important success by accurately predicting that Putin would invade, 
as well as the timing of his invasion. U.S. intelligence pulled the 
curtain back on Putin’s would-be Wizard of Oz, who was hoping 
to fool much of the world into believing his propaganda that the 
invasion was actually defensive. 

Social media and the Voice of America are helping inform not 
just Ukrainians but also Russians about Putin’s true actions. Media 
reports indicate that Russian citizens are shocked at the extent of 
Russian casualties and the fierceness with which Ukrainians are 
defending their homeland.

There’s even cause to hope that Putin’s action against Ukraine 
could have planted the seeds of his own downfall.

A Wall Street Journal report indicated that Russian oligarchs are 
beginning to speak out against the invasion, as they feel the impact 
of economic sanctions aimed at their wealth. Putin’s control rests on 
support from these oligarchs and the military. Do Russia’s current 
military leaders have the stomach to slaughter tens of thousands of 
Ukrainians who are merely defending their country?

The solidarity people from around the world have expressed for 
Ukrainians has been extraordinary. Individuals are adopting the 
Ukrainian flag in their social media tags and protests are taking 
place in front of Russian embassies worldwide. Cities like Alexandria 
have shown their solidarity by projecting the Ukrainian flag onto 
their most iconic buildings, such as the George Washington Masonic 
Temple and the city hall building in Market Square.

Alexandria is a city of immigrants, as evidenced by the more than 
100 nationalities represented at Alexandria City High School. Each 
immigrant came here for their own reason, generally for economic 
or educational opportunities and greater freedom. It’s important to 
remember that Alexandria is home to not only Ukrainians, but also 
Russian immigrants, who came here for the same opportunities. 
They are not to blame for the actions of Vladimir Putin.

Vive la Ukraine.

Vive la Ukraine

PHOTO/TED HOVIS
The colors of Ukraine’s national flag, blue and yellow, are reflected 
on Alexandria’s George Washington National Masonic Memorial in a 
show of solidarity. Ukraine and its democratically elected government 
are under siege after being invaded by Russia last week.

Your Views

Of course SROs belong in schools
To the editor:

Indeed, school resource officers make schools safer. In my experience as the father 
of three and grandfather of six, I have a strong affinity for SROs. Years ago, the off-duty 
police officers on campus were as appreciated then as they are now.

When our kids were in high school, safety issues largely consisted of the general 
well-being and peace on campus, prevention of sexual harassment and bullying. Today 
it’s much worse: sexual assault, cyber-bullying, drugs, weapons at or near schools and 
combating gang activities.

City Council’s so-called “Gang of Four” was not only short-sighted, but they failed 
to understand that publicly elected officials don’t have the privilege for private schem-
ing. Recently a police officer asked my opinion regarding the restoration of SROs to 
Alexandria City High School. My response: “Of course they should be there!”

SROs are necessary for safety and serve as additional and important role models 
for our students – not unlike teachers and the entire staff who also share an avocation 
for selfless service. The presence of SROs may conjure up student visions for service in 
professions such as emergency services, the fire department or the military.

Just like anyone else, each SRO brings his or her unique personality, varied experi-
ences and informal ways to contribute to the student’s potential growth. Many SROs 
engage students in casual conversation while they protect. Some even volunteer as 
athletic coaches and for other after school activities on their own time.

One sheriff’s deputy actually volunteered at Cora Kelly Elementary School as a first-
grade tutor. Her mere presence is yet another example for students to see that public 
officials charged with ensuring their safety can also generously help in myriad ways.

-Bill Jacobs,
Chatham Square

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Our View Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MARCH 3, 2022 | 19 

Alexandria’s listening deficit

About Alexandria 
with Mark Eaton

BY MARK EATON

Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R-VA) thinks 
parents need another way to share their 
views about the public schools.  Accord-
ingly, he established an email address, 
helpeducation@governor.virginia.gov, as 
a parent tip line. Youngkin said the tip line 
is “for parents to send us any instances 
where they feel that their 
fundamental rights are being 
violated, where their children 
are not being respected, where 
there are inherently divi-
sive practices in their school.” 
There was no indication that 
the governor is interested in 
receiving positive comments.

The numerous video clips 
of Virginia parents speaking 
forcefully in school board meetings show 
that an additional way to reach govern-
ment officials is not a pressing need.  
The greater imperative is to increase 
our ability to listen, which is essential to 
understanding why people think what 
they think. Social media exacerbates the 
listening deficit, and the result seems to 
be that the other side, whomever it may 
be, is often deemed crazy or even evil.

Compelling evidence that listening 
is a declining skill exists in the nearly 
1,600 pages of e-mails and 230 pages of 
text messages produced in response to a 
Freedom of Information Act request that 
local residents filed after City Council 
decided in October 2021 to temporarily 
return school resource officers to Alex-
andria’s public schools.

The FOIA responses show Alexandri-
ans communicating in ways that ranged 
from respectful and thoughtful to shrill 
and abrupt. For instance:

Public Official 1: That was fair and 
looking forward to working collabora-
tively to make the future better…

Public Official 2: Look to someone 
else. I am done with yall. (sic)

The extensive texts and emails 
contain communications to and from 
public officials, and among public offi-
cials, while public meetings are taking 
place. Anyone who has tried to talk with 
someone who is emailing or texting 
knows these activities reduce the capac-
ity to listen and absorb information.

Texting while driving is illegal in 
Virginia – a first offense carries a fine 
of $125 – because it is dangerous. The 
Department of Motor Vehicles identifies 
texting as a form of distracted driving. 
Texting or emailing or social media activ-
ity by public officials in public meetings 
should be eliminated or reduced dramat-
ically because it is distracted governance.

Faux listening also contrib-
utes to the listening deficit 
because it reduces the capacity 
to truly listen. Some Alexan-
drians are adept at this. 

Listening problems are 
being recognized as more than 
individual rudeness, but rather 
as a widespread  phenome-
non with significant negatives. 
The Listening First Project is a 

nonprofit that seeks to persuade Americans 
to listen better.  More information is avail-
able at https://www.listenfirstproject.org/

I propose a four-pronged, modest Alex-
andria Listening Improvement Program:

• A six-month moratorium on texting 
or emailing to, or by, public officials 
during public meeting comment peri-
ods with messages restricted to essential 
communications during other portions 
of public meetings.

• A six-month moratorium on social 
media activity by anyone in a public 
meeting.

• A 30-minute cooling off period for 
each of us before we send that snappy/
snarky email or text about a public issue.

• A commitment by everyone to 
listen to understand, not just to defend 
or formulate an argument.

Please send additional propos-
als or comments to aboutalexandria@ 
gmail.com 

The data collected will be included in a 
public report on ALIP’s progress. In other 
words, About Alexandria is listening.

The writer is a former lawyer, member 
of the Alexandria School Board from 1997 

to 2006 and English teacher from 2007 
to 2021 at T.C. Williams High School, 
now Alexandria City High School. He 
can be reached at aboutalexandria@

gmail.com and subscriptions to his 
newsletter are available free at https://

aboutalexandria.substack.com/

MARK EATON

My View | Denise Dunbar

Part I of a series
BY DENISE DUNBAR

The Russian invasion of 
Ukraine has brought back a flood 
of memories from my six years 
as a Soviet leadership analyst at 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
from 1986 to 1992, the years 
during which Ukraine and the 
other Soviet republics regained 
their independence. 
What follows below, 
and in subsequent 
columns, is a look at 
how events from those 
years as I experienced 
them relate to what is 
happening now.

At the end of World 
War II, the Soviet 
Union established the 
Iron Curtain – a series of coun-
tries that they occupied mili-
tarily, then controlled through 
puppet communist governments 
– in Eastern Europe as a sphere of 
influence and protection against a 
future invasion like that of Adolf 
Hitler during the war. 

In the subsequent decades, 
many factors built up that ulti-
mately caused the Iron Curtain 
to tear and enabled those coun-
tries, along with the 14 non-Rus-
sian republics that comprised the 
Soviet Union itself, to break away 
and gain independence. For me, 
two key events stand out that 
impacted the timing and swiftness 
of this implosion: President Ronald 
Reagan’s 1987 speech at the Bran-
denburg gate in West Berlin and 
the 1985 ascension of Mikhail 
Gorbachev, the youngest member 
of the Politburo, to general secre-
tary of the Soviet Union. 

June 12 marks the 35th anni-
versary of Reagan’s famous speech, 
in which he implored Gorbachev 
to free East Germany and the rest 
of the subjugated nations behind 
the Iron Curtain. Reagan told 
Gorbachev to start by tearing down 
the Berlin Wall. 

Reagan’s speech from that 
day* still gives me goosebumps 
because it is a timeless example 

of the power that brave words of 
moral clarity can have. However, 
Reagan’s speech was not well-re-
ceived  by many of my colleagues 
within the Agency. At the time, I 
also viewed those words as mostly 
wishful thinking, for the Soviet 
Union was  too firmly entrenched 
to cede control of its empire 
anytime soon – or so we thought. 
The speech was viewed, even 

by some of Reagan’s 
own advisors, as too 
provocative toward 
Gorbachev and not 
worth the risk.

The wall was 
toppled a little more 
than two years after 
Reagan’s speech.

In addition to the 
puppet governments 

in Eastern Europe that buffered 
the Soviet Union from the West, 
the 14 non-Russian republics 
formed a protective ring around 
Russia itself: five in Central 
Asia – Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and 
Tajikistan; the Caucasus countries 
of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Geor-
gia; the Baltic countries of Latvia, 
Estonia and Lithuania; plus 
Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine.

At the time, I was a young 
Soviet analyst whose job was to 
study the political leadership of 
those 14 Soviet republics plus the 
Russian Republic and write papers 
and briefing materials for policy-
makers about those leaders and 
the organizations they headed.

It was a remarkable time to 
hold this job. 

I had started at the Agency in 
mid 1986. Gorbachev, who turned 
91 yesterday, had become general 
secretary the prior year and had 
just instituted the policies of “glas-
nost” and “perestroika” – which 
loosely translate to “openness” 
and “reform.”

Gorbachev thought he could 
reform the Soviet Union and its 
satellites to be more efficient and 
tolerant one-party states. Instead, 

When Ukraine last became free

DENISE DUNBAR

SEE DUNBAR | 20
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Education pioneer Sarah A. Gray
Sarah A. Gray was one of 

many educational pioneers 
who spent part or all of their 
careers in Alexandria. Born 
free in our city, she attended 
a Catholic school for girls near 
Baltimore in the 1850s. Read-
ers should remember that at 
that time, education was not 
offered to the vast majority of 
African American children in 
Alexandria. 

Gray and Jane Solomon 
Crouch, who were contem-
poraries of Julia Wilbur and 
Harriett Jacobs, founded a 
school on Alfred Street for 
formerly enslaved girls in 
Alexandria in October 1861 
called the St. Rose School.

Gray’s experience during 

the Civil War encouraged her 
to open another school in 1867, 
named the Excelsior School. 
Gray taught fundamentals 
such as reading, writing, 
math and geography. She also 
sought to enable her female 
students to make a living as 
seamstresses by teaching 
them needlework.

Virginia established its 
first public school system in 
1870, and strictly segregated 
the system by race. Gray was 
appointed as a teacher at the 
school for African American 
girls in Alexandria. In 1883, 
she was appointed as the prin-
cipal for the Hallowell School 
for girls. While many educa-
tors focused exclusively on 

primary grades for their new 
schools, Gray traveled north 
to observe how other schools 
taught high school students. 
She then added high school 
classes for her advanced 
students.

Sadly, Gray’s health 
deteriorated between 1888 
and 1893. The Feb. 3, 1893 
edition of the Alexandria 
Gazette reported that Gray 
died on Jan. 8, 1893. The 
newspaper noted that she had 
appointed Maggie A. White to 
be her successor at Hallowell 
during her illness.

Gray’s legacy lives on in 
Alexandria today. When the 
City of Alexandria combined 
the Snowden School for boys 

and the Hallowell School for 
girls in 1920, it named the new 
school after the original prin-
cipals of the two schools, John 
F. Parker and Sarah A. Gray. 
Although Parker-Gray School 
is now gone, Alexandria 
preserves the historic district 
named after the school and 
the principals.

Historic Alexandria cele-
brates Women’s History 
Month throughout March. 
For information on events, 
social media posts, and 
new interpretive signs, visit  
alexandriava.gov/historic.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

This Week  
Now that Alexandria is out of the “high” 
transmission category, do you agree with 
the School Board’s decision to comply 
with the new Virginia law making student 
masking optional?
A) Yes.
B) No.
C) I'm not sure.

he unleashed a stunning, 
pent-up desire for freedom 
that had been simmering, but 
repressed, for decades.

This freedom tsunami 
roared throughout Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union 
with amazing force. By 1989, 
it had crashed against and 
destroyed the Berlin Wall and 
by 1993 had extinguished all 
of the communist govern-
ments of Eastern Europe. 
Poland in 1989 formed the first 
non-communist government 
in that region since the end of 
World War II. East and West 
Germany reunified on Oct. 3, 

1990, less than a year after the 
Berlin Wall fell. 

The Soviet Union itself 
dissolved in 1991 following a 
failed coup attempt by hard-
line communists that resulted 
in Gorbachev being replaced 
by Boris Yel’tsin, who was then 
a much more radical reformer.

On Aug. 18, 1991, I was 
awakened to news of the coup 
attempt and rushed into work. 
I wound up being placed on 
a 24/7 task force; it was the 
most fascinating and excit-
ing few days of my time at the 
CIA. On Aug. 19, Yel’tsin rode 
into Moscow on top of a tank 
in defiance of the plotters – 
and both the coup attempt and 

Soviet Union were finished.
Each former Soviet repub-

lic subsequently gained some 
measure of independence, 
particularly the Baltic states, 
which all established true 
democracies and eventually 
became members of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. 
Ukraine’s path to democracy 
has been turbulent, but it was 
the first non-Baltic former 
Soviet republic to hold demo-
cratic elections.

At the CIA, we were 
euphoric at these events. The 
mood was best captured in the 
song “Right Here, Right Now” 
by the British band Jesus Jones 
in 1991: 

“I was alive and I waited, 
waited

I was alive and I waited for 
this

Right here, right now
There is no other place I 

want to be
Right here, right now
Watching the world wake 

up from history”

The writer is publisher 
and executive editor of the 

Alexandria Times. She worked 
at the Central Intelligence 

Agency from 1986 to 1992. *An 
abridged version of Reagan’s 

Brandenburg Gate Speech 
is included with the online 

version of this column.
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This Week  
Did you know there’s an exhibit based on 
the children’s book “Goodnight Moon” at 
the Torpedo Factory Art Center?
59% I love the book but haven’t made it to the exhibit.

29%  What’s Goodnight Moon?

12% Yes, I love the book and have seen the exhibit.

OUT OF THE ATTIC



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MARCH 3, 2022 | 21 

Weekly Words

T-MINUS 10 by Amanda Rafkin and Ross Trudeau, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
WILLIAM BOROWY (82), of Alexandria, Feb. 14, 2022
JOHN DAUGHTRY (57), of Alexandria, Feb. 16, 2022
LAVERLA GIVENS (90), formerly of Alexandria, Feb. 
18, 2022
ALICE HOPKINS (88), formerly of Alexandria, Feb. 24, 
2022
MELVIN KNIGHT (74), of Alexandria, Feb. 21, 2022
PATRICIA TOBIN (76), formerly of Alexandria, Feb. 20, 
2022

ACROSS
1    Weep
4    Garment with a sports variety
7    Dome roof?
12   Prefer
17   Sharing option for Apple devices
19   Visits on a road trip
21   Colombian street food item
22   *Pixelate video evidence?
24   French hat
25   Continues a subscription
26   "My lips ___ sealed"
27   Wee bit
29   Achy
30   Story trajectory
31   *Manhattan parking penalties 

and such?
37   "MONTERO" singer Lil ___ X
38   Fake thing
40   ___ Speedwagon
41   Do an impression of
42   5x5 crosswords, say
44   "Absolutely!"
46   Italian fashion city
48   Common baby affliction
49   Focuses of the Equal Justice 

Initiative
52   *"Evergreens won't make the 

view worse"?
56   "The Quicker Picker Upper" 

brand

57   World Cup official
59   Spots to wear scrubs (Abbr.)
60   On the ocean
61   Under the weather
62   *Result of chipping a fake nail?
67   Arrogant
68   Response to a futbol goal
69   Chef Drummond
70   Leaf under a petal
71   Word within "hearing"
73   "BlacKkKlansman" director 

Spike
74   Enticed
76   *Blacken the entree, e.g.?
79   Yiddish cries
80   Neutron's place
81   Quintana ___ (Mexican state)
82   Jeong of "Community"
83   Indenting aid on a typewriter
85   *"We'll shape this sword, but 

first ..."?
90   Like a horse's foot
92   Online meanie
93   Wild hogs
95   Cookie with a serving size of 

three
96   "So exciting!"
97   Roomy vehicle
98   HBO competitor
100  Design detail, briefly
103  Fury
104  *Looking great in a drag wrap?

109  Droid
111  Actress Rooney
113  Neither's partner
114  Rowing tool
115  Distribution curve calculation
117  Food recall cause
119  *Report on surgeries?
124  Cold and distant
125  Having a romantic meal, maybe
126  Passover beef cut
127  Herons' homes
128  Former "SNL" cast members
129  Texter's "Isn't that SO true?"
130  Verbalize

DOWN
1    Hummus brand
2    Edmonton hockey team
3    Meal for mimosas
4    Spicy condiment for a hot 

pretzel
5    Wake up
6    Like the name Eve, for a Dec. 

24 baby
7    Be in the driver's seat
8    Rollaway bed
9    Earth Day's mo.
10   Baton Rouge sch.
11   Broadway's LuPone
12   "Groovy!"
13   Wonder Woman's adversary
14   *"Archie's ex will arrive soon"?

15   Performances at the Met
16   Gives the star treatment to?
18   Name hidden in "mind reader"
19   "Magic" fungus, for short
20   Better late ___ never
23   Diggs of "Rent"
28   Exorcism targets
32   Little songbird
33   Hindu goddess of creation and 

destruction
34   Practice boxing
35   Swampy areas
36   Rural tower
39   C ___ cat
43   "Hello," in Mandarin
45   Rolls-___
47   More questionable
48   Word before "store" or "booth"
49   Contaminate
50   *Marsupial overlord?
51   "My bad," in a text
53   "How ___ look?"
54   Entered again, like data
55   Has permission, biblically
56   Where cultures are studied?
58   "Frozen" queen
63   Shrink back
64   Tax prep pro
65   Green Bay NFL player
66   ___ vera gel
67   Makes waves
72   Flower that anagrams to "tears"

75   Atlanta school
77   Shrine for legendary athletes 

(Abbr.)
78   Cuatro - tres
81   Trust
84   Sound made when touching a 

cute nose
86   Imitate the MGM lion
87   "Well, duh"
88   Speckled horse
89   The Sharks or the Jets, e.g.
91   Rookie gamer
94   Part of a dollar sign
96   Future-oriented person?
99   "Present!"
101  Works on a tablet?
102  Transparent eye part
103  "That is to say ..."
105  Pixar movie set in Mexico
106  Currency of Sweden
107  Tugboat sounds
108  Missouri's ___ Mountains
110  Irritable
112  Often
116  Prefix for "normative" or "gen-

der"
118  "No ___, ands or buts!"
120  Name within "lava lamp"
121  End of a dean's email address
122  Farm butter?
123  Slugger's stat
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MARCH 6

OUTLANDISH TOUR AT THE 
APOTHECARY MUSEUM 
Celebrate the Season 6 
premiere of Diana Gabaldon’s 
Outlander series with an 
Outlandish Tour of the 
Apothecary Museum. 
Attendees will learn about 
some of the herbal medicines 
featured in the series and 
the role of apothecaries and 
women in medicine in the 
18th century. The tour is 
recommended for ages 18 and 
up. Tickets are $15. 
Time: 11 a.m. to noon 
Location: 105 S. Fairfax St. 
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=38647 

MARCH 11

AID WORKERS & ALLIES IN 
CIVIL WAR ALEXANDRIA Local 
writer Paula Whitacre hosts a 
talk about two women, Julia 
Wilbur and Harriet Jacobs, from 
very different backgrounds 
who worked together to meet 
the needs of African American 

refugees from slavery and 
injured Union soldiers in 
wartime Alexandria. Advanced 
registration is required. Tickets 
cost $5 per person.  
Time: 6 p.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/julia-wilbur-
harriet-jacobs-aid-workers-
allies-in-civil-war-alexandria-
tickets-239315076837 

MARCH 12

BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD 
CIVIL WAR WALKING TOUR 
Learn the stories of soldiers, 
citizens and self-liberated 
African Americans in Civil War 
Alexandria. This tour covers 
the military occupation, the 
conversion of public and 
private buildings into hospitals 
and emancipation. The tour is 
limited to 10 participants and 
lasts about an hour and a half. 
Time: 9 to 11 a.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/beyond-
the-battlefield-a-civil-war-
walking-tour-of-alexandria-
tickets-241228199037

CALENDAR Classifieds

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

HEARING

Pursuant to Section 58.1-3378 of 
the Code of Virginia, the Board 
of Equalization and Assessment 
Review for the City of Alexandria 
will convene to hear complaints of 
inequalities wherein the property 
owners allege a lack of equity or 
uniformity in assessment, errors in 
fact in such real estate assessments, 
or that the real property assessment 
is not assessed at fair market value. 
Upon hearing such complaints, 
the Board is legally authorized to 
INCREASE, DECREASE, OR AF-
FIRM such real estate assessments.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
emergency, meetings of the Board of 
Equalization are being held online, 
pursuant to Virginia Code Section 
2.2-3708.2(A)(3), the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted 
by the City Council on June 20, 
2020, or Sections 4-0.00(g) in HB29 
and HB30 to undertake essential 
business. All members of the Board 
and staff will participate virtually 
from remote locations. These meet-
ings will be held online exclusively, 
unless a determination is made that 
they are safe enough to be held in 
person in Room 3008, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA.  
Meeting links and notification 
of any meeting cancellations will 
be posted at alexandriava.gov/
Calendar.  A hearing is scheduled 
to hear complaints related to 2021 
assessments at the following date 
and time:

March 8, 9:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m. 

The deadline for filing an appeal 
was June 1, 2021, however, this 
appeal deadline is not applicable to 
appeals of assessments for real estate 
that was newly constructed pursu-
ant to Virginia Code 59.1-3292.

Dockets for each hearing may be 
obtained by contacting the Office 
of Real Estate Assessments, 301 
King Street, City Hall Room 2600, 
Alexandria, VA 22313, between 
the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., 

Monday through Friday, via email 
at realestate@alexandriava.gov, or 
by calling 703.746.4646.

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
emergency, the March 16, 2022 
Public Hearing of the Board of 
Architectural Review (BAR) is 
being held electronically pursu-
ant to Virginia Code Section 2.2 
3708.2(A)(3) and the Continuity of 
Government ordinance adopted by 
the City Council on June 20, 2020 
to undertake essential business. All 
of the members of the public body 
and staff are participating from 
remote locations through Zoom 
Webinar. This meeting is being held 
electronically, unless a determina-
tion is made that it is safe enough 
for the meeting to be held in person 
in the City Council Chamber at 
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA. 
Electronic access will be provided in 
either event. The meeting can be ac-
cessed by the public through: Zoom 
hyperlink (below), broadcasted live 
on the government channel 70, and 
streaming on the City’s website.

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
HmcV4eK2RCWb5IdG7b16cg 

*The Board of Architectural Review 
Public Hearing will start at 7:00 
p.m., while the Zoom Webinar will 
become available to join at 6:30 
p.m.*

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301.715.8592
Webinar ID: 927 2375 9865
Password: 636330

Public comments will be received 
at the Public Hearing. The public 
may submit comments in advance 
to Lia Niebauer at lia.niebauer@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments on the day of the Public 
Hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.

gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 
711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets

BAR #2021-00470 OHAD
Request for alterations at 625 First 
Street and 510 Second Street.
Applicant: EAHG Alexandria LP

BAR #2022-00024 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 410 North Union 
Street.
Applicants: Stephanie Salek and 
Thomas Fogarty

BAR #2022-00023 OHAD
Request for alterations at 410 North 
Union Street.
Applicants: Stephanie Salek and 
Thomas Fogarty

BAR #2022-00069 OHAD
Request to install small cell facility 
on a utility pole on public property 
adjacent to
1011 North Washington Street.
Applicant: AT&T Mobility

BAR #2022-00060 OHAD
Request for permit for demolition/ 
encapsulation at 426 South Lee 
Street.
Applicants: Leslie and William 
Golden

BAR #2022-00059 OHAD
Request for alterations and a waiver 
of fence height at 426 South Lee 
Street.
Applicants: Leslie and William 
Golden

BAR #2022-00065 OHAD
Request for permit for demolition/ 
encapsulation at 628 King Street.
Applicant: Jemal’s Gap Corner 
King, LLC

BAR #2022-00064 OHAD
Request for alterations at 628 King 
Street.
Applicant: Jemal’s Gap Corner 
King, LLC

BAR #2022-00071 OHAD
Request for permit for demolition/ 
encapsulation at 411 North Fairfax 
Street.
Applicant: Philip and Elizabeth 
Reeder

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Electric Cafe LLC

Electric Cafe

450 S. Pickett St.

Alexandria

22304

Wine and Beer on and off Premises

Anna Perault 
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Classifieds Obituary
BAR #2022-00070 OHAD
Request for alterations at 411 North 
Fairfax Street.
Applicant: Philip and Elizabeth 
Reeder

BAR #2022-00083 OHAD
Request for re-approval of expired 
partial demolition/ encapsulation 
plans at 10 Duke Street.
Applicant: 10 Duke Street Owners, 
LLC

BAR #2022-00057 OHAD
Request for re-approval of expired 
certificate of appropriateness plans 
at 10 Duke Street.
Applicant: 10 Duke Street Owners, 
LLC

BAR #2022-00079 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 615, 615A and 621 
King Street.
Applicant: King Street LLC, 621-623 
King Street LLC, 621-623 King 
Street II
LLC, d/b/a The Silverman Group

BAR #2022-00078 OHAD
Request for concept review at 615, 
615A and 621 King Street.
Applicant: King Street LLC, 621-623 
King Street LLC, 621-623 King 
Street II
LLC, d/b/a The Silverman Group

BAR #2021-00329 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 105 North Alfred 
Street.
Applicants: Bruce and Thelma 
MacGregor

BAR #2021-00324 OHAD
Request for addition and alterations 
at 105 North Alfred Street.
Applicants: Bruce and Thelma 
MacGregor

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notification is hereby given that 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 1111 
Polaris Parkway, Columbus, Ohio 
43240 has filed an application with 
the Office of the Comptroller of 
the Currency (the “OCC”) on or 
about March 3, 2022, as specified 
in 12 CFR Part 5, for permission to 
establish a domestic branch at the 

southeast corner of the intersection 
of Richmond Highway (aka Route 
1) and Dawn Drive, Alexandria, 
Fairfax County, VA 22306.  Any 
person wishing to comment on 
this application may file comments 
in writing with the Licensing 
Manager, Large Banks Licensing 
Operations, 400 7th Street, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20219 within 30 
days of the date of this publication.  
The public portion of the filing is 
available upon request from the 
OCC.  The public may find infor-
mation about the filing (including 
the closing date of the comment pe-
riod) in the OCC’s Weekly Bulletin 
available at www.occ.gov.

MILITARY ITEMS WANTED
Patches, Flight Jackets, Medals, 
Helmets, Uniforms, Insignia etc. 
Call Dan at 202-841-3062

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738 

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and other 
final expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-1697 
or visit www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-4974 

RECRUITMENT
Hiring? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
potential candidates. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

JUNIOR CIVIL ENGINEER
Develop plans for engineering/
site/specifications for construction 
projects. Resumes to RC Fields & 
Assoc. Inc. 700 South Washington 
St, Suite 220, Alexandria VA 22314.
JCOLE@RCFASSOC.COM 

DOGS, PETS OR LIVESTOCK
Happy Jack® LiquiVict® is 
recognized safe & effective against 
hook & round worms in
dogs by the USCVM. At Tractor 
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.com).

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for fi rst Lawn application only. Requires purchase 
of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen 
locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in 
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible 
for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed 
at the fi rst visit. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. 
©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, 
B-0200, B-0151.

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Lawrence John 
O’Connor, of Alexandria, 
died suddenly on Feb. 16, 
2022.  He is survived by 
his wife, Ashley Power 
O’Connor, and their 
children, Sloane, Bart and 
Allison, as well as his son 
from a previous marriage, 
Timothy O’Connor 
and his wife Andrea, of 
Christchurch, New Zealand.

Born on Feb. 24, 1961 
in Long Beach, California, 
Lawrence was raised 
for most of his youth in 
Alexandria and graduated 
from Hayfield High 
School in 1979. Following 
his father and an older 
brother, he attended the 
U.S. Naval Academy where 
he played baseball and 
graduated with the class 
of 1983.  He became a 
naval aviator and earned 
his wings in Pensacola, 
Florida in 1985. Lawrence 
flew in the EA-6B Prowler 
in tactical electronics 
warfare squadrons and 
was a veteran of military 
operations in the Indian 
Ocean and Persian Gulf 
while deployed on the USS 
RANGER (CV-61). Following 
his time in the Navy in 
squadron VAQ-131 and in 
the Pentagon on the Navy 
Staff, Lawrence earned a 
master’s degree in computer 
science from the George 
Washington University 
and had a successful 
career as a management 
consultant and I.T. 
executive at Booz Allen & 
Hamilton, ITSolutions, and 
Netcentrics.

Easy going, and with a 

ready smile and great sense 
of humor, Lawrence was 
an outstanding father and 
family man, always engaged 
in his children’s lives, 
education and activities.  
He was a proud ice hockey 
dad and St. Stephen’s & 
St. Agnes School Father’s 
Club member.  He was 
an ardent fan of the 
Washington Nationals and 
the Washington Capitals 
and was an avid runner 
who completed more 
than a dozen marathons, 
including the New York City 
Marathon and, locally, the 
Marine Corps Marathon.

Lawrence enjoyed 
spending time on the 
river in Mathews, Virginia, 
traveling with his family 
and cooking with his kids. 
He was a voracious reader 
of American history, a lover 
of games and puzzles and a 
friend to all dogs, especially 
Labrador Retrievers. He 
was an active member of 
Belle Haven Country Club 
in Alexandria, where he 
enjoyed rounds of golf with 
family and friends, and a 
former board member of 
the Historic Alexandria 
Foundation. 

Lawrence is also survived 
by his four brothers and four 
sisters and their families.  
He was predeceased by his 
parents, Captain Thomas J. 
O’Connor USN (Ret) and his 
wife Alice, of Alexandria.

The family will hold 
a private remembrance 
of Lawrence’s life at a 
later date. Interment will 
be at Arlington National 
Cemetery at a future date.

Lawrence John O’Connor

Located on Rt.60 in Amherst County, this beautiful property borders the Nat’l 
Forest and boasts 1.5 miles of trout stream running thru it!  Bid live or online.
Details at  TRFAuctions.com | 434.847.7741 |  VAAF501

ABSOLUTE LAND

AUCTION
Wed, May 12, 12:30pm 
at the Train Station,
414 Washington St,
Altavista, VA
228 Acres
on Leesville Lake

ABSOLUTE LAND
AUCTION

200 Acres on the Pedlar River

Fri, Mar.18, 12:30pm at Hilton Garden Inn,
4025 Wards Rd, Lynchburg, VA

1.5Mi of River Front in Amherst Co.
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Licensed in Virginia
703.627.9578 | dcramer@mcenearney.com | donnacramer.com

We're in this together, and I will guide you home. 

Donna Cramer, Realtor®

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity

Sold
221 Gibbon Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

6 bedrooms | 2.5 baths | $2,250,000

Warm heart pine floors throughout, over 4,000 finished square feet living 
space, six rooms with fireplaces complemented by period woodwork and 
built-ins, large kitchen with beamed ceilings and wood cabinetry…a very 

special residence!

Under Contract
5300 Holmes Run Parkway #1418, Alexandria, VA 22304 

2 bedrooms | 2 baths | $294,900

Delightfully sunny and updated unit in The Greenhouse Condominium. 
New wood floors, updated kitchen, the enclosed balcony makes a 
fabulous sunroom adding extra living space to this unit. Washer/dryer in 

the unit and convenience of two parking spaces, this unit has it all!


