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Flowers bloom in River Farm’s gardens.

Hutchings requests 
another year to decide 
future of safety program
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Superintendent Dr. Greg-
ory Hutchings, Ed.D. asked the 
School Board to extend fund-
ing for the school resource 
officer program, which places 
police officers in the city’s 
middle and high schools, for 
another year to provide time 
to determine the program’s 
future. City Council will make 
a final determination on fund-
ing during its budget process 
next month.

According to Hutchings, 
the reason for the exten-
sion, which would take fund-
ing through June 2023, is to 
provide Alexandria City Public 
Schools with the opportunity 
to form a school law enforce-
ment advisory group. The 

SLEP advisory group would 
analyze the SRO program and 
ACPS’ relationship with the 
Alexandria Police Department 
before presenting a proposal 
for the district’s 
bi-annual memo-
randum of under-
standing with APD 
in December.

“We are not 
anticipating that 
[advisory group] 
process to go 
beyond June of 2023, 
but we do know at 
this point there would be no 
way that we could form that 
group, have them meet, have 
them make recommendations 
prior to the city’s budget cycle 
ending and also prior to the 
existing funding for SROs 
concluding as of June of 2022,” 
Alicia Hart, ACPS’ executive 
director of facilities and 

operations, said at the March 
24 School Board meeting.

The advisory group 
will form, meet and make 
recommendations about the 

future of ACPS’ 
partnership with 
law enforcement; 
conduct community 
engagement; allow 
“the respective 
elected bodies time 
to make a sound 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n” 
about the future of 
the SRO program 

based on the SLEP advisory 
group’s recommendation 
and maintain continuity of 
security until a final decision 
is made about SROs. The 
advisory group will be made 
up of city and ACPS staff, 
students, parents and other 

ACPS seeks SRO funding
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After near sale, future 
of historic site looks 
brighter
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Blooming flowers and new 
buds are not the only signs of 
renewal at historic River Farm 
this spring. After more than 
a year of strife within River 
Farm’s board of directors, 
including the looming possi-
bility that the property would 
be sold, the future is looking 
a little brighter for George 
Washington’s former prop-
erty.

River Farm, a sprawling 
piece of land that now serves 
as the headquarters for the 
American Horticultural Soci-
ety, became the unlikely 
centerpiece of a year-long 
dramatic saga when the AHS 
board put the property up for 
sale in September 2020. At 
the time, the organization 
claimed the sale of the Poto-
mac River-side site would 
benefit its national horticul-
tural mission.

Opposition to the sale 

A new day at 
River Farm

PHOTO/MICHELLE GOLDCHAIN
The City of Alexandria recently unveiled its newest public art 
installation, "I Love You," which will be on display through 
November 2022. For the full story, turn to page 7.

ALICIA
HART
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ACTIVE

COMING SOON

ACTIVE

603 N. Alfred Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
4 BD | 4.5 BA | $1,699,000 | New Construction

Listed by The Rivkin Group

3 E Nelson Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 
4 BD | 3 BA | $1,395,000

Listed by Homes of Alexandria Team

23 W. Cedar Street , Alexandria, VA 22301 
4 BD | 2 BA | $1,295,000

Listed by The Goodhart Group

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com
daniela.spigai@compass.com

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

The Spring 
Market is in 
Full Bloom!

Have questions about when to start 
your next move? Reach out to one of 
our Alexandria experts for an inside 
look at how the market is moving in 
your neighborhood.

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152co
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818 W Taylor Run Parkway Alexandria VA 22314 
5 BD | 4.5 BA | $1,699,900

Listed by Pia Taylor

TEAM OF
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Alexandria’s first homicide 
of 2022 took place on March 23 
in the city’s West End, accord-
ing to a city news release. 

The Alexandria Police 
Department responded to a 
call for service at approxi-
mately 6:50 a.m. in the 4500 
block of Raleigh Avenue and 
found an adult male lying in 

the bushes and unresponsive, 
according to the release. 

The incident was initially 
reported as a sudden death, 
but the medical examiner 
ruled it as a homicide due to 
upper body trauma.

The victim, Alexandria 
resident Elijah Williams, 25, 
was found deceased on the 

sidewalk near a residence in 
the area, according to the 
release. 

The incident is still 
under investigation and 
anyone with information is 
encouraged to contact Det. 
Ryan Clinch at ryan.clinch@
alexandriava.gov. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

First homicide of 2022 in West End

Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College canceled classes 
at its Alexandria campus on 
Tuesday due to a reported 
bomb threat. The Alexandria 
Police Department later found 
there was no credible threat at 
the campus, where First Lady 
Jill Biden teaches.

NOVA shut down and evac-

uated the Alexandria campus 
Tuesday morning and subse-
quently closed all campuses 
at 11:30 a.m. In-person classes 
were canceled, while remote 
classes continued. 

NOVA cooperated with 
APD as well as state and federal 
agencies to investigate the 
threat, although no evidence 

was found. NOVA’s campuses 
reopened on Wednesday.

According to the Daily 
Beast, the first lady, who 
teaches college composition 
at the Alexandria campus, was 
alerted to the threat prior to 
leaving the White House on 
Tuesday morning. 

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Bomb threat at NOVA Community College

A driver struck and injured 
a child outside of Jefferson 
Houston Elementary School 
on Tuesday.

According to a news release 
from the Alexandria Police 
Department, an investiga-

tion showed that Sarah Over-
man, 78, of Alexandria, struck 
the victim on the sidewalk 
after her car jumped the curb. 
According to the release, the 
victim was a 9-year-old female 
and she sustained serious but 

non-life-threatening injuries.
The driver stayed on scene, 

and both the victim and driver 
were later taken to Fairfax 
hospital, according to the 
release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Child injured in crash outside school

Alexandria City Public 
Schools broke ground on a new 
building for the Alexandria 
City High School Minnie 
Howard campus, a long-in-
the-works project that is 
scheduled to be completed for 
the 2024-25 school year.

The new building will 
increase capacity at the ninth-
grade campus and add an 
aquatic facility for the city as 
well as fields and courts that 
can be used by the school and 
broader community. Students 
will continue to attend class 
at the current Minnie Howard 
building during construction 
of the new building on the 
existing adjacent athletic field.

The capacity increase is 
designed to accommodate 
a projected increase in high 
school enrollment over the 
next five to 10 years, according 
to ACPS. Capacity challenges 
at the high school have long 
been a topic of conversation 
in Alexandria. In 2019, the 
School Board opted to approve 
a Minnie Howard expansion 
instead of building a second 
high school.

In addition to the Minnie 
Howard expansion, ACPS has 
a slew of other modernization 
projects in the pipeline for 
its elementary schools. The 
new Douglas MacArthur 
Elementary School is already 

under construction, with 
projects planned at Cora Kelly 
School and George Mason 
Elementary School.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

New high school building breaks ground

 PHOTO/ALYIA GASKINS VIA TWITTER
Members of City Council, the 
School Board and schools staff 
join for the groundbreaking of 
a new building on the Minnie 
Howard campus.
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Why Not Delilah?
 My favorite game is fetch; I can play it all day! 
It's a game for two, so I'm looking for someone 

who  could do the throwing for me. 
 I'm shy when meeting new people, but that can 
be resolved with some treats and a  game...like 
fetch! I'm 3 years old, 50 lbs. and ready to play. 

Meet Delilah!  
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Diann
Carlson 

703.628.2440
diann.carlson@gmail.com

Weichert Realtors

"Because everyone deserves a home."
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Earl Lloyd, the first Afri-
can American to play in the 
National Basketball Associa-
tion, will be receiving a state 
historical marker at the site of 
his childhood home in Alexan-
dria on Saturday.

Lloyd was born in Alex-
andria in 1928 and grew up at 
1020 Montgomery St., where 
the marker will be raised. 
Lloyd played basketball at 
the city’s all-African Ameri-
can high school, Parker-Gray, 
earning All-South Atlantic 
Conference honors three times 
and All-State Virginia Inter-
scholastic Conference honors 
two times.

In 1946, he earned a schol-
arship to play at West Virginia 
State, where he helped his team 
to two Central Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association Champi-
onships. Lloyd was drafted by 
the Washington Capitols after 
he graduated in 1950, making 
him one of four African Amer-
ican players drafted into the 
NBA that year.

His first game on Oct. 31, 
1950 also made him the first 
African American to play in 
the NBA. Lloyd would play 

seven games before he was 
drafted again, this time by 
the army during the Korean 
War. He served for two years, 
and then returned to the NBA 
in 1952 playing for the Syra-
cuse Nationals. He played six 
seasons for the Nationals, 
including during the team’s 
1955 championship-winning 
season. Lloyd and his team-
mate Jim Tucker were the first 
two African Americans to win 
an NBA championship.

Lloyd died in 2015 and has 
already been honored with 
a statue at Charles Houston 
Recreation Center. City Coun-
cil also recently approved an 
honorary street name, Early 
F. Lloyd Way, in the block of 
Montgomery Street where his 
childhood home is located.

The state historical 
marker will be unveiled by 
the city and the Alexandria 
African American Hall of 
Fame during a ceremony 
on Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
noon at 1020 Montgomery 
St. RSVP for the event by 
emailing HistoricAlexandria 
@alexandriava.gov.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Earl Lloyd gets state marker

FILE PHOTO
The Earl Lloyd statue in the Charles Houston Recreation Center.

WEEKLY BRIEFING

 PHOTO/I’M MARY KATHERINE

121 South Union St. Alexandria, VA 22314 | (703) 548-1785 | unionstreetpublichouse.com

From casual to elegant, or intimate to grand events, Union 
Street offers four private spaces to celebrate with your guests. 

With inspired, chef-created menus and unmatched service, 
your event will be one to remember. 

Contact Our Events Specialist  
Events@unionstreetpublichouse.com

Check out Speak  
Easy, the Alexandria  

Times podcast. 
Find us on Spotify, iTunes and 
Audible – or wherever you listen to your podcasts. 
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit 
property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

523 TE N N E SS E E AVE N U E |  ALEX AN D R IA
3 Bed | 2F Bath | $929,900

329 N WAS H I N GTO N STR E ET |  ALEX AN D R IA
7 Bed | 5F 1H Bath | $2,890,000

859 HAR B O R VI E W CI R |  CO LO N IAL B E ACH
6 Bed | 4F 2H Bath | $921,000

4252 B L AI R L AN E |  HARWOO D
5 Bed | 4F Bath | $2,225,000

200 E  M O N RO E AVE |  ALEX AN D R IA
4 Bed | 3F 1H Bath | $1,377,000

3023 B RYAN STR E ET |  ALEX AN D R IA
4 Bed | 2F Bath | $875,000

1737 ARTZ ROAD |  WOO DSTOCK
3 Bed | 5F 3H Bath | $3,100,000

1 867 PAR K ROAD #3 NW |  D C
3 Bed | 2F 1H Bath | $947,000

5 8 E  ROS E M O NT AVE N U E |  ALEX AN D R IA
2 Bed | 1F Bath | $670,000

Current and Recently Sold Transactions
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DAYNA BLUMEL 
& KERRY ADAMS

D: 703.597.2252 | K: 703.587.7841
dayna.blumel@compass.com
kerry.adams@compass.com
BlumelAdams.com

Offering Exceptional Service in 
Every Price Range

Licensed in VA, MD, & DC

Washingtonian Top Agents 2015-2020
WSJ Real Trends Best Real Estate Professionals

Since the start of the pandemic, we have helped more than 50 
buyers and sellers with their real estate needs, and we’ve witnessed a 
dramatic shift in how and where people want to live.  It’s been a thrill 
helping our clients redefine their priorities.  Whether it’s a townhouse 
in the city, a sprawling country estate, or a waterfront retreat, we look 
forward to helping you in the DMV….and beyond! 
      -- Dayna & Kerry

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit 
property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152
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BlumelAdams.com

Offering Exceptional Service in 
Every Price Range

Licensed in VA, MD, & DC

Washingtonian Top Agents 2015-2020
WSJ Real Trends Best Real Estate Professionals

Since the start of the pandemic, we have helped more than 50 
buyers and sellers with their real estate needs, and we’ve witnessed a 
dramatic shift in how and where people want to live.  It’s been a thrill 
helping our clients redefine their priorities.  Whether it’s a townhouse 
in the city, a sprawling country estate, or a waterfront retreat, we look 
forward to helping you in the DMV….and beyond! 
      -- Dayna & Kerry

524 N QUAKER LN | ALEXANDRIA
6 Bed | 3F 2H Bath | $950,000

As we head into the Spring Market in Alexandria, we look forward to seeing more inventory 
hit the market and more buyers coming out of hibernation.  If you are thinking of making 
a move, we would love to meet with you. It remains a strong seller’s market, but in order 
to get top dollar, you need experienced agents to guide you through the  complex pricing 
process, pre-market home preparation, and contract negotiations. Our average listing 
last year sold for 102% of list price. Despite the low inventory, we have also been able to 
successfully find properties for our buyers by networking with agents across brokerages 
and utilizing our company’s private exclusive inventory. If you are in the market to buy or 
sell in 2022, we would love the opportunity to meet with you! 
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1000 DARTMOUTH RD | ALEXANDRIA
6 Bed | 4.5 Bath | $1,390,000

UNDER CONTRACT
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415 ORONOCO ST | ALEXANDRIA
3 Bed | 3.5 Bath | $1,200,000

UNDER CONTRACT

23746 MT PLEASANT LD CIR | ST MICHAELS
4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 2 Acres | $1,923,000
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SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

4212 SHANNON HILL RD | ALEXANDRIA
4 Bed | 3 Bath | $815,000
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SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

1014 CEDAR RIDGE CT | ANNAPOLIS
3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $351,000
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Good news for Alexandri-
ans: The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration announced 
Tuesday that eligible residents 
may get a second COVID-19 
booster shot, according to a 
news release. 

Groups who qualify, 
including people 50 and older 
and the immunocompro-
mised, may receive a second 
booster of either the Pfizer or 
Moderna vaccine at least four 
months after getting the first 
booster from either manufac-
turer. 

Those ages 12 and older 
who are immunocompro-
mised may receive a second 
Pfizer booster at least four 
months after the initial 
booster, and those ages 18 
and older who are immuno-
compromised may receive 
a second Moderna booster 
four months after the initial 
booster. 

“Emerg ing ev idence 
suggests that a second booster 
dose of an mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine improves protection 
against severe COVID-19 and 
is not associated with new 
safety concerns,” the FDA 
stated in the release. 

As of Wednesday, the 
Virginia Health Department 

reported 1,668,087 total 
COVID-19 cases in the state 
and 19,673 total deaths. State-
wide, the seven-day average 
of daily new cases reported 
is 943.3 and the seven-day 
average of daily new deaths 
reported is 22. 

Overall, Virginia cases 
are declining, with a 26% 
drop over the past two weeks 
at an average of 705 new 
cases per day, with a minor 
uptick reported over the 
past few days, according to 
the Virginia Department of 
Health.

As of March 25, Alexan-
dria had surpassed 30,000 
total cases since the begin-
ning of the pandemic. Accord-
ing to the Alexandria Health 
Department, as of Tuesday, 
there have been 30,102 total 
cases and 184 deaths in the 
city. The current seven-day 
average is 22.3 cases, repre-
senting an increase from two 
weeks ago when the seven-day 
average was 12 cases.

Alexandrians have a variety 
of options when it comes to 
where to get the booster shot. 
For more information, visit 
https://www.alexandriava.
gov/Vaccines.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

The City of Alexandria 
plans to celebrate Earth Day 
throughout the month of 
April with virtual and in-per-
son events in an effort to 
empower residents to care for 
the environment, according 
to a news release.

This year the international 
Earth Day theme is “Invest in 
Our Planet.”

Earth Day-related events 
include raising funds through 
a two-mile dog walk in Old 
Town led by Mayor Justin 

Wilson, NBC Meteorologist 
Chuck Bell and “Say Yes to the 
Dress: Atlanta” star Monte 
Durham; a litter clean-up at 
All Veterans Park and Wind-
mill Park; a bike ride cele-
brating the 50th anniversary 
of the Mount Vernon Trail 
and a reduce and reuse work-
shop with the city’s resource 
recovery team. 

For more information 
and dates of events, visit 
alexandriava.gov/EarthDay.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Second COVID-19  
booster authorized

City to celebrate  
Earth Day in April

WEEKLY BRIEFING

  APRIL 2nd - 3rdAPRIL 2nd - 3rd

FREDERICKSBURGARTSANDCRAFTSSHOWS.COM

FREDERICKSBURG EXPO CENTER

Use code
ALEX to save 

$1.50 off each 
ticket

15th Annual 

CONTACT: 
Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?

AT
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New “I Love You” public 
art exhibit opens at 
Waterfront Park
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Visitors to Old Town’s 
Waterfront Park might notice 
something slightly different 
these days. Situated directly 
in the middle of the park is a 
15-foot art installation featur-
ing the words “I Love You” 
in neon pink scripted letters, 
a lambent declaration that 
was not there as recently as 
two weeks ago. It exudes a 
warm glow that washes over 
a hand-painted ground mural 
of patterned carpet, which is 
just as pink and inviting as the 
sign above. 

The temporary instal-
lation, aptly titled “I Love 
You,” officially opened to the 
public on March 18 and marks 
the fourth in the city’s Site 
See: New Views in Old Town 

annual public art series, aimed 
at highlighting Waterfront 
Park as a civic space through 
an annual rotation of original 
commissioned art. 

“[We wanted] to create a 
sculpture that brings people 
together and that performs 
as a place of encounters,” 
Roberto Behar, one of the 
architects behind the project, 
said. “Rather than being an 
art project that you are to look 
at, it’s one that embraces you 
and that makes you part of the 
project. It acts upon each and 
every one of us, bringing us a 
little bit closer to each other.” 

Behar makes up one half 
of architectural company 
R&R studios; the other half is 
his wife, Rosario Marquardt. 
The couple is originally from 
Argentina but moved to the 
states many years ago. They 
attended the Institute for 
Architecture and Urban Stud-

ies in New York City and have 
taught at various universities, 
including the University of 
Miami School of Architecture. 

More than a year ago, a 
community task force with 
the Alexandria Commission 
for the Arts set out to find the 
next site-specific artwork for 
the Site See series. Previous 
installations included Mark 
Reigelman’s 2021 “Ground-
swell,” Olalekan Jeyifous’ 2020 
“Wrought, Knit, Labors, Lega-
cies” and SOFTLAB’s 2019 
“Mirror Mirror,” the inaugural 
installation in the series.

At the time the task force 
was meeting, the COVID-19 
pandemic was in full swing 
but vaccines had begun rolling 
out, so the task force inten-
tionally sought out artists that 
could bring people together 
through celebratory, uplifting 
work. 

Several different artists 

competed for the opportunity 
by presenting previous works 
to the task force, which then 
whittled down the pool to a 
few finalists. R&R Studios 
was ultimately selected for 
the project after presenting 
design proposals in a lengthy 
interview. 

“One of the reasons R&R 
was chosen is because their 
artwork is often very joyful, 

very celebratory, very colorful 
and bright,” Diane Ruggiero, 
deputy director of the Depart-
ment of Recreation, Parks and 
Cultural Activities, said. “The 
hope that the task force had 
was that by this time we would 
all be looking for that excuse 
to come together, [and] we 
would be looking for that kind 

I a n d Love a n d Yo u

SEE PUBLIC ART | 8

 PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
The artists behind the installation are Argentinian-born, husband-
and-wife duo Roberto Behar and Rosario Marquardt, of R&R Studios. 

Danny Smith, PhD, PE
dsmith@ttrsir.com

703-505-7845

Interested in Old Town history?

Do you have a group that would enjoy 
a guided walking tour of Old Town sites 
relevant to George Washington? Give me a 
call or send me an email!

DANNY SMITH, Realtor®-Old Town is my Home

"Danny, on behalf of 
my family and me, 

thank you so much for 
all of your help! We 

really appreciate it and 
couldn't have done it 

without you!" 
Michael T.

Your CAN DO Realtor®
• Preparation of your home for sale.

• "White Glove" services.

• Flexible financing options.

• Engineering & construction background.

• Decades of service & leadership on  
    city commissions.

• Financial support for stewardship of our  
    historic resources.
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of joyful, happy, celebratory 
kind of work. And so, Roberto 
and Rosario, working with 
that idea, have created a room 
for folks to come together and 
be around each other, espe-
cially after the last two years.”

The result was a social 
sculpture, a concept R&R uses 
in many of their works, that 
doesn’t simply stand alone 
to be looked at but allows the 
viewer to interact with it in 
some way. In the case of “I 
Love You,” the couple aimed 
to both bring people in and 
evoke an emotional response 
to a common phrase.

According to Marquardt, 
the installation serves as an 
“emotional monument,” as it 
aims to conjure very specific 
personal memories, desires 
and feelings for those who 
view it. That visceral response, 
she said, is created by inten-
tionally working with common 
elements – such as the phrase 
“I love you” – rather than 
abstract ones.

“It’s intimate and univer-
sal at the same time. ‘I love 
you’ is a universal phrase, but 
everybody has a personal rela-
tionship with that phrase,” 
Marquardt said. “ … [Maybe] 
it’s someone that you love or 
someone you want to hear 
that phrase from or someone 
you may have heard it from 
that may no longer be with 
you.”

At the same time, though, 
the couple wanted to incor-
porate an element of surprise 
into the piece. Behar said the 

idea was to combine famil-
iar aspects like the idea of a 
common phrase and the idea 
of a billboard into one, but 
without asking anything of 
the viewer, as billboards with 
common phrases tend to do. 

The “I Love You” instal-
lation may look like a bill-
board, Behar said, but it’s not 
a piece of marketing subtly, or 
overtly, persuading people to 
purchase a given product. 

“It’s not asking you for 
anything – it’s actually shar-
ing something with you. It’s 
not transactional. It’s not 
asking you to buy Coca-Cola. 
It’s not asking you to buy a 
Mercedes-Benz. It’s not about 
consumption. It’s something 
permanent that belongs to 
each and everyone’s heart,” 
Behar said. 

For Behar and Marquardt, 
the most important goal was 
to make visitors feel like they 
were truly inside the sculp-
ture. Thus, they incorporated 
a ground mural carpet into the 
installation to evoke feelings 
of home and create an outdoor 
space for events and activities 
to take place. 

“It could be for anything. 
That’s why we call it a carpet 
or rug; it will make it more 
welcoming,” Marquardt said. 
“ … It’s like the floor is telling 
you, ‘This is your space. This 
is your free space. You can 
come here and enjoy the space 
with other people.’”

“[It’s] more welcoming and 
a memory of home, and home 
is the City of Alexandria. It’s 
not just a house, that’s each 
and everyone’s home, but 

then there’s the city as home,” 
Behar added. “It’s an open-air 
room that belongs to everyone 
and holds a memory within.”

Ruggiero said the city plans 
to hold many community-fo-
cused programs in the park, all 
of which will be free, open to 
the public and posted on social 
media closer to the event dates. 

For instance, there will 
be print-making exercises 
where participants make love 
notes, t-shirts and tote bags 
decorated with reproductions 
of the sign font. There will 
also be music and movement 
performances for visitors to 
watch and take part in, with 
an emphasis on the tango. 

“The reason we focused on 
tango is because we’re trying 
to go with that whole love 
theme, and tango is thought 
of as the dance of love. But it’s 
also a nice tie because Roberto 
and Rosario are originally from 
Argentina, so that was just a 
nice bonus to go along with 
the theme,” Ruggiero said. 

Through the ground mural 
carpet and the neon script 
lettering – which Behar said 
increases intimacy because 
“it’s a human message from 
one person to another, not a 
computer sign” – the instal-
lation aims to provide visitors 
with a cozy, personal experi-
ence that will allow them to 
bring home positive memories 
from Alexandria’s waterfront. 

But in addition to a deeper 
appreciation for the city, 
Marquardt said that she hopes 
people leave with a newfound 
gaiety after a trying couple of 
years. 

“We’ve been going through 
so many dramatic years, so I 
think we need [something to 
remind us] that there is love 
too,” Marquardt said. “[We 
need] a reminder that despite 
all things happening around 
us for several years now, 
there’s another aspect in life 
that we can hold onto.”

The “I Love You” installa-
tion will be on view through 
November 2022.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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"I Love You" is the fourth installment in the city's Site See: New 
Views in Old Town public art series.Alexandria Times’
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community stakeholders.
ACPS’ request is the latest 

chapter in a 16-month saga 
for the SRO program, which 
has become a source of ongo-
ing tension for commu-
nity members and the city’s 
elected leaders. In Novem-
ber 2020, the School Board 
approved a revised MOU with 
APD. However, in the after-
math of high-profile cases 
of police brutality, including 
the murder of George Floyd, 
communities around the 
country, including Alexan-
dria, began to reevaluate the 
role of law enforcement.

As part of the FY2022 
budget, City Council decided, 
in a contentious 4-3 vote, 
to defund the SRO program 
and reallocate the program’s 
$800,000 toward student 
mental health resources. The 
decision sparked fierce debate 
among residents. Some argued 
that SROs are a necessary 
security measure, 
while others argued 
they pose a physical 
and psychological 
threat to students 
of color.

According to a 
report released by 
ACPS in March, 
between August 
and December 
2021 there were 18 arrests 
in ACPS, along with 71 inci-
dents reported at Francis C. 
Hammond Middle School and 
George Washington Middle 
School, 59 at ACHS and 49 
at Alexandria’s elementary 
schools. The report also indi-
cated that Black students 
have been arrested within 

city schools at a much higher 
rate than their percentage of 
the student population, while 
Hispanic students have been 
arrested at a much lower rate 
than their percentage of the 
student population. White 
high school students were 
arrested at roughly their rate 
of the student population, but 
in middle school they were 
arrested at about half the rate 
of their demographic percent-
age. Almost all of those 
arrested were male.

Others have argued for a 
middle way, for keeping SROs 
as one component of ACPS’ 
safety and security strategy 
that could be used alongside 
mental health initiatives and 
restorative practices.

After numerous inci-
dents at the start of the 2021-
22 school year – including a 
student bringing a firearm 
onto school grounds, videos 
of large fights and an alleged 
sexual assault – City Coun-
cil temporarily returned SROs 

to schools in Octo-
ber, funding the 
program through 
June 2022. 

A bright spot-
light was turned 
on ACPS earlier 
in March, when 
National Review 
ran an online article 
about the alleged 

sexual assault and faulted 
school and city leaders for not 
notifying parents when the 
incident occurred. This has 
sharpened the debate about 
overall security within ACPS, 
as well as the school system’s 
communications policies.

In December, the two 
SROs at Alexandria City High 

School were put on leave after 
a former student alleged that 
an SRO engaged in sexually 
inappropriate conversations 
with them while they were at 
ACHS. Since then, APD has 
stationed detail officers at the 
school on a rotating basis as it 
investigates.

School Board member 
Michelle Rief asked about 
the status of the investiga-
tion during the meeting. 
Hart confirmed that SROs are 
still stationed in the middle 
schools and the high school’s 
Minnie Howard campus but 
refrained from commenting 
on the investigation.

“I don’t know if I can speak 
on that right now because I do 
know that there is an ongo-
ing investigation with APD 
regarding that personnel 
matter,” Hart said. “What I 
can share is that the school is 
still supported by detail offi-
cers even though they are not 
within the building, similar to 
an SRO program.”

School Board member 
W. Christopher Harris asked 
ACPS staff whether new SROs 
were being trained to replace 
the two who had been put on 

leave. Hart said that decision 
is up to APD. 

“That’s one of the charges 
we’re going to have with the 
advisory committee, is to really 
determine what our school law 
enforcement partnership will 
look like, whether it’s detail 
officers or continuing to have 
school resource officers in our 
schools,” Hutchings said.

During the public comment 
portion of the meeting, Sindy 
Carballo Garcia, 
a youth organizer 
for Tenants and 
Workers United and 
an ACPS graduate, 
argued that ACPS 
needs to fully 
invest in mental 
health resources 
and restorative 
practices and 
include students of color in its 
advisory group.

“While it is great the 
superintendent has initiated 
a step forward to evaluate the 
SRO program and the safety in 
schools, this process needs to 
be fully transparent and have 
the inclusion of the impacted 
youth voices in it,” Garcia said. 
“We hope that you take this 

into consideration and come 
forward with a plan that is 
truly reflective of students 
that are being impacted and 
left behind.”

Hutchings will return to 
the School Board on April 21 
to present the newly formed 
advisory group. School Board 
Chair Meagan Alderton said 
she hopes the group will 
be a permanent part of the 
conversation moving forward.

“ O b v i o u s l y , 
we have [a] fairly 
i n t e n t i o n a l 
purpose at this 
time, but I do think 
we should consider 
this being a long-
term support and 
committee that 
we have for the 
school division just 

because safety and security 
is paramount and things 
change all the time,” Alderton 
said. “… There’s so much 
that happens that I think 
any opportunity we have to 
have some stakeholders who 
continue to participate with 
us and work with us on this 
issue would be beneficial.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

DR. GREGORY
HUTCHINGS, ED.D.
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703-823-8886 • 4603 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22304 • samuraihibachiva.com

Save 15% on your 
next online order!
Use code “LOCAL” on our website.

Mon-Fri: 11am-9:30pm • Sat-Sun: 11am-10:30pm
Look for us on Facebook and Instagram!

ORDER: SAMURAIHIBACHIVA.COM

Best Sushi in Alexandria



10 |MARCH 31, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

spread like wildfire through 
the surrounding community, 
which has long volunteered 
to help maintain the property 
and used the site as an event 
venue. Many were quick to 
point out the sale violated the 
terms of philanthropist Enid 
Haupt’s original $1 million 
donation to AHS that allowed 
it to purchase the site in the 
70s. Haupt had explicitly 

stated her desire to keep the 
property open to the public, 
something the community 
feared would be lost should 
the enviably located site 
be purchased by a private 
developer.

The battle over River 
Farm caught the eye of local 
and state political leader-
ship as well. Then Gov. Ralph 
Northam wrote a formal letter 
to AHS stating his support 
for keeping River Farm open 

to the public. Meanwhile, 
Virginia Attorney General 
Mark Herring and Washing-
ton D.C. Attorney General Karl 
Racine began investigating 
AHS to determine the legality 
behind the board’s decision to 
sell.

The controversial deci-
sion to list River Farm divided 
AHS’ board, with five board 
members supporting the 
sale and five others fighting 
against it. After months of 

stalemate, on Sept. 30, 2021, 
a little more than a year after 
AHS first announced the 
sale, five board members who 
supported the sale resigned. 
River Farm was subsequently 
taken off the market. 

Six months later, the dark-
est chapter in AHS’ centu-
ry-long history seems to be 
over, and the future of River 
Farm is more hopeful for both 
the board and community.

Since October, AHS has 
hired a new president and 
CEO, Suzanne Laporte, and 
brought on three new board 
members: Amy Golden, Scott 
Plein and Jane Diaman-
tis, a former board member. 
Laporte, the former CEO of the 
D.C.-based nonprofit consult-
ing firm Friends of Compass, 
Inc., said she has high hopes 
for River Farm.

“I just feel like this is a 
place where there’s a lot of joy, 
and I’m excited to find ways 
to bring people here to expe-
rience that joy,” Laporte said.

More importantly for 
the broader community, 
the grounds are once again 
open to volunteers, who have 
sprung into action. Under the 
guidance of Tammy Burke, 
AHS’ new horticultural-
ist, volunteers are working 
to restore the grounds after 
they had been untended for 
the duration of the pandemic. 

New board member Plein also 
made a donation and hired 
landscapers to assist with the 
cleanup.

The once fallow land is 
looking beautiful once again, 
just in time for spring.

“It looks better than it’s 
ever looked,” Anne Fafara, a 
River Farm volunteer, said.

Katherine Ward, president 
of the Wellington Civic Asso-
ciation, welcomes AHS’ recent 
reversal after the turbulent 
prior year.

“As we understand it in the 
few conversations we’ve had 
with folks, [the board] is very 
diligently improving upon the 
mess that had been made by 
the previous board, and they 
are doing it very slowly and 
appropriately,” Ward said.

Weddings are once again 
being held at River Farm, along 
with community events such 
as the AHS Spring Garden Sale, 
which returns on April 8 and 9. 

“My community will be 
having their Easter egg hunt 
on the property, which they’ve 
done for years and years and 
years,” Ward said. “We’re very 
excited about that. We like our 
relationship with River Farm.”

According to Laura Dowl-
ing, one of the five members 
of AHS’ board who opposed 
the sale, the board is refocus-

 PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
One area of River Farm that AHS is focusing on is the meadow that runs from the manor to the river. 
AHS is considering turning it into a wildflower meadow.
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After the property was closed to the public for more than a year, volunteers have returned to River Farm 
and are helping revitalize the grounds.
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ing its philosophy to ensure 
River Farm is at the center of 
its work as a nonprofit.

“We’ve revised the bylaws 
to strengthen board opera-
tions and we’re now looking at 
the mission and vision state-
ment so that River Farm can 
be fully integrated into our 
overall horticultural mission,” 
Dowling said. “We’re address-
ing internal governance issues 
as a board, and meanwhile, 
we’re also generating exciting 
momentum at River Farm.”

AHS recently reconsti-
tuted its River Farm commit-
tee, which will be headed by 
Plein and oversee restoration 
of the property’s buildings, 
grounds and gardens. Plein 
has started an assessment of 
the property and is also reach-
ing out to the community to 
kickstart a conversation that 
will inform the board’s work 
moving forward.

Dowling said the board is 
already considering work on 
the meadow that stretches 
below the manor and is adja-
cent to the Potomac. The 
meadow, like the rest of the 
property, needs some TLC, 
and Plein is looking at ways to 
transform it into a wildflower 
meadow, Dowling said.

Community members, 
though relieved River Farm 

is off the real estate market, 
would like assurances that the 
property would be protected 
from the potential whims of a 
future board. 

Alan Rowsome, execu-
tive director of the North-
ern Virginia Conservation 
Trust, said concrete protec-
tive measures need to be put 
in place to keep the property 
open to the public. NVCT 
headed the Save River Farm 
campaign and worked with 
AHS and NOVA Parks, the 
regional park authority that 
made several offers to buy 
River Farm. 

According to Rowsome, 
NVCT is still engaged in 
conversations with the AHS 
board about a potential 
conservation easement, which 
is a legal, written agreement 
that permanently limits how 
a piece of land can be used. 
Rowsome said there is actually 
already a conservation ease-
ment on part of the property.

Rowsome argued a conser-
vation easement is still 
necessary, in part because a 
multi-acre property adjacent 
to River Farm was recently sold 
to Washington Commanders 
owner Daniel Snyder.

“That, to me, is just 
emblematic of how import-
ant it is to get this property 
protected now when we can 
because you just don’t know 

what the future might hold,” 
Rowsome said. “To us, it really 
makes that formal, and I don’t 
see a way you could do that 
without the easement.”

There are financial bene-
fits to establishing a conserva-
tion easement, which typically 
lowers the value of the prop-
erty and, in turn, lowers tax 

on the property for the owner, 
Rowsome said.

Virginia State Sen. Scott 
Surovell, who represents 
District 36 in which River 
Farm falls, echoed Rowsome’s 
support for a conservation 
easement on the property. 
Surovell, who was married 
at River Farm, said about $2 

million for improvements to 
the property remains set aside 
in Virginia’s proposed budget.

“I’m still crossing my 
fingers that survives the 
budget conference and the 
governor, but that’s also still 
outstanding,” Surovell said.
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The American Horticultural Society is refocusing its efforts on River 
Farm after a year of the property being on the real estate market.
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Community members like 
Fafara and Ward have also 
pitched the concept of a foun-
dation or endowment that 
would specifically fund River 
Farm itself rather than AHS’ 
national efforts.

“I think the mission of 
AHS and the mission of saving 
the property are very differ-
ent,” Fafara said. “… They 
were handed River Farm – it 
was a gift – but I think they 
need a separate entity to take 
care of it or make sure that it’s 
protected.”

The AHS board is still 
investigating “what will be 
the best long-term solution 
for the property,” according 
to Dowling, but she confirmed 
conservation easements and 
endowments have been part 
of the conversation.

“Creating an endowment 
is another idea that is defi-
nitely on the table. Securing 
sufficient financial support for 
both AHS national horticul-
tural programming and for the 
renovation and maintenance 
of River Farm is one of our key 

priorities,” Dowling said.
“Whether it’s a conser-

vation easement or it’s an 
endowment or something 
else, we just want to make sure 
we know what the options are 
and that we choose the best 
option to protect the space 
and make sure it stays as 
lovely and available to every-
body,” Laporte said.

As AHS moves forward 
and attempts to make good 
on its promises about the 
future of River Farm, spring 
takes on additional symbolic 
weight for the organization. If 
spring is a time for regrowth 
in River Farm’s gardens, it is 
also a chance for AHS and the 
community to start fresh with 
an eye toward the horizon.

“I don’t know if [River 
Farm] would have become a 
casino or a retirement commu-
nity, but none of the options 
were good ones – certainly 
not for the community and 
especially for AHS. Based on 
where we were at a year ago or 
even just a few months ago, I 
believe we’ve made incredible 
progress,” Dowling said.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

RIVER FARM FROM | 11I don’t know if [River Farm] would have become a casino 
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for AHS. Based on where we were at a year ago or even just a 
few months ago, I believe we’ve made incredible progress.”

– Laura Dowling, board member,  
American Horticultural Society

 PHOTO/CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Weddings and events are returning to River Farm’s historic manor, 
including AHS’ Spring Garden Sale.
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BY RICHARD ROEPER

No offense to Emily and her 
extended stay in Paris, but one 
of the most satisfying aspects 
of the tightly spun and darkly 
funny chamber piece “Wind-
fall” is seeing Lily Collins 
wearing the same nondescript 
outfit throughout the proceed-
ings and proving she doesn't 
need 2,345 costume changes 
in this Hitchockian homage 
set entirely in and around the 
grounds of a sprawling, metic-
ulously appointed property in 
Ojai, California. Collins is an 
actor – and a damn fine one at 
that – and while her character 
at first appears to be the least 
intriguing and most innocu-

ous person in the room, just 
you wait and see.

Directed b y Cha rl ie 
McDowell, “Windfall” is yet 
another movie filmed during 
the pandemic, but that has 
no real bearing on the mate-
rial, as it transpires over the 
course of two days on the 
property of a tech billion-
aire CEO (Jesse Plemons) and 
his wife (Collins), who have 
made a last-minute decision 
to ditch a high-profile confer-
ence and spend some time 
at their idyllic retreat in an 
effort to recharge their frayed 
marriage.

This comes as quite the 
surprise to an intruder (Jason 
Segel) who has stolen some 

cash and valuables and is 
about to leave their house 
when the husband and wife 
show up. The characters have 
no names and instead are 
referred to as simply “CEO,” 
“Wife” and “Nobody” in the 
credits.

From the opening graphic 
with its classic 1950s noir 
static shot, the sometimes 
appropriately overwrought 
music from Danny Bensi and 
Saunder Jurriaans and impec-
cable production design, 
“Windfall” quickly settles in 
as a sometimes tense, often 
comically absurd and always 
engrossing game of verbal 
chess. As the intruder real-
izes he has been captured by 

a security camera he ups his 
game, demanding hundreds of 
thousands of dollars from the 
husband so he can disappear 
and start a new life.

The husband, who thinks 
he’s the smartest person 
in every room he’s ever 
entered, tries to manipulate 
the intruder. Meanwhile, his 
wife can scarcely contain her 
disdain for her husband, who 
recently had an affair with a 
company employee and comes 
across as a petulant, self-ob-
sessed jerk, at one point rail-
ing about how nobody has 
any idea how hard it is to be a 
white-guy billionaire in this 
era.

“Everyone's an idiot to 

you,” says the intruder.
“No, not everyone,” replies 

the husband. He’s not helping 
matters.

Segel is perfectly cast as 
the bumbling but determined 
intruder, who may or may not 
have a secret agenda, while 
Plemons, who was recently 
nominated for an Oscar for his 
gentle, subdued performance 
in “The Power of the Dog,” is a 
sweaty, blustering force as the 
husband whose actions keep 
making things worse. In the 
center of it all is Collins as the 
wife, who becomes ever more 
sympathetic to the intruder as 
she begins to assess the reali-
ties of her life. We can see the 
last vestiges of love for her 
husband drain from her face as 
she considers the past, pres-
ent and future, and no matter 
how it all plays out with this 
intruder, these three people 
will never be the same again.

‘Windfall:’ Hitchcockian thrills in  
darkly comic character study

 PHOTO/NETFLIX
Jason Segel, Lily Collins and Jesse Plemons in “Windfall.”
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Use insects, water 
misters and more to 
draw in these birds
BY FAMILY FEATURES

Throughout the warmer 
months, many back yards 
play host to a variety of birds, 
including hummingbirds. 
When you see flowers and 
trees begin to bud and bloom 
and other migrating birds, like 
warblers, that’s nature’s way 
of letting you know it’s time to 
ready your yard for humming-
birds.

It’s enchanting to watch 
hummingbirds – named for 
the humming sound of their 
fast-flapping wings – as their 
tiny size and speed make them 
natural wonders. Humming-
birds can fly 25 to 30 miles per 
hour, flapping their wings an 
estimated 70 times per second. 
They fly in every direction, 
even backwards, which only 
hummingbirds can do, and 
float in midair.

The birds get their bril-
liant color from the irides-
cence in the arrangement 
of their feathers, not color 
pigment. Plus, they have the 
fastest metabolism of any 
animal on Earth, burning one 

to two times their body weight 
in food daily. Hummingbirds 
draw nectar from its source 
into their mouths, lapping it 
up almost 12 times per second.

To increase your chances of 
observing these petite power-
houses at home, consider 
these tips from experts.

Be conscious of benefi-
cial insects. Hummingbirds 
rely on insects, which provide 
essential protein, to comple-
ment the nectar they crave. 
To attract insects, try placing 
rotting fruit near feeders and 
leave it until insects arrive for 
hummers’ easy eats.

Leave spiderwebs alone. 
Hummingbirds use spider-
webs as construction material 
to hold their nests together 
and pluck insects caught in 
the webbing.

Offer a water mister. 
Hummingbirds adore bathing. 
A water mister gives them the 
fine spray they prefer. Once 
soaked, they’re off to find a 
preening perch.

Provide tiny perches. 
Leave small, sturdy, bare 
branches for hummingbirds 
to perch on for rest, preening 
and hunting. Perches provide 
vantage points to see danger 

and launching pads to swiftly 
pounce on insects. Once 
hummingbirds find a favor-
ite perch, they’ll use it repeat-
edly.

Hang hummingbird feed-
ers first. Feeders are one of the 
most effective ways to consis-
tently entice and encourage 
hummingbirds to come visit. 
Look for feeders with elevated 
perches to make humming-
birds feel safe and comfort-
able, which encourages their 
consistent return.

Although humming-
bird feeders can attract bees 
and ants, some feeders are 
designed to keep pests at bay. 
Keep an eye out for feeders 
that don’t drip, so large bees 
can’t get to the nectar, and 
that have a built-in ant moat 
to keep ants away from nectar 
when filled with plain water. 
Since birds drink from the 
moat, never use any repellents 
or additives.

Hummingbirds are terri-
torial and not likely to share 
feeders, so hang multiple feed-
ers far enough apart to attract 
more birds. To ensure a steady 
stream of birds, hang feeders 
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Attract hummingbirds 
FILE PHOTO

Trumpet honeysuckle, bee balm and sage plants will help attract hummingbirds to your yard.
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in the shade to avoid fermen-
tation of sugar-based liquids, 
check feeders bi-weekly to 
keep food fresh and clean the 

feeders as needed with one 
part white vinegar to four 
parts water.

Plant flowers. Trum-
pet honeysuckle, bee balm 
and sage plants are particu-

larly attractive to humming-
birds and provide rich nectar. 
Hummingbirds consume one 
to two times their body weight 
daily, eating every 10 to 15 
minutes and visiting 1,000 to 

2,000 flowers per day.
Choose the right nectar. 

Not all nectar is alike, and 
hummingbirds can taste 
the difference. Almost all 
commercial nectars contain 

one sugar source – sucrose – 
because it’s cheaper to make. 
However, real flower nectar 
contains three sugar sources – 
sucrose, fructose and glucose 
– in varying amounts depend-
ing on the flower.

Researched and designed  
to attract the greatest vari-
ety of hummingbirds, nectars 
like Cole’s Nature’s Garden 
are high energy, nutrient-rich 
nectar that combines all 
three types of organically 
sourced sugars North Ameri-
can hummingbirds love, with 
a spring water base. These 
nectars closely mimic the 
sugar ratios they favor and 
provide a healthier, nutritious, 
all-natural alternative to table 
sugar.

Don’t forget, humming-
birds have memories like 
elephants; once they discover 
your hummer-friendly habi-
tat, they’ll come back every 
year if there’s a reliable food 
source.
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FILE PHOTO
Hummingbird feeders are one of the most effective ways to attract hummingbirds. Some kinds of feeders are even designed to keep away pests.
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Regular upkeep will 
help your oven and 
dryer last
BY RORY CALLAGHAN

Do you change the oil 
in your car? Of course you 
do. Household appliances also 
need to be maintained for best 
performance and durability. 
We tend to buy and use them, 
but we don’t think much 
about their maintenance. 
Fortunately, it’s easy to keep 
your appliances working right 
for many years with some 
basic housekeeping. These 
machines are among the most 
expensive you’ll buy, so you 
want to keep them doing their 
job for many years.

Refrigerators
Your refrigerator is your 

hardest working appliance 
because it is on all the time. 
The compressor cycles on and 
off just like your air condi-
tioner. Its job, of course, is to 
make the air inside it cold. One 
key component that works 
in the process is called the 
condenser. It collects a lot of 
dust, much like your furnace 
filter.

Clean your condenser 
quarterly to keep your refrig-
erator working at maxi-
mum efficiency. This also 

extends the life of the unit, 
protecting your investment. 
Many people never clean 
the condenser and then are 
annoyed when the unit fails. 
Be your refrigerator’s care-
taker, and it will keep your 
food cold for years to come.  

The condenser is located 
either on the back, at the 
bottom, or at the top of the 
unit and can be a challenge 
to reach with a vacuum. If it’s 
at the top, you’ll have a panel 
concealing it, so get on a step 
ladder to remove that. Use a 
vacuum with a brush attach-
ment to clean the dust that has 
collected. A bottom mounted 
condenser requires you to get 
on your knees to vacuum it, so 
use a garden pad for comfort. 
If it’s behind the refrigerator, 
you’ll want to remove the food 
first so it’s lightweight enough 
to pull forward so you can 
reach the back.

While the cleaning of the 
condenser improves perfor-
mance and longevity, there is 
a second step that takes main-
tenance to a higher level. This 
step is for built-in units only. 

You’ve removed the dust 
clinging to the condenser face, 
but some dust is deep inside, 
and the vacuum can’t quite 
pull it out. So, what to do? 
Push that dust out the back 

side of the condenser by using 
a blower or compressed air. 
This treatment cleans more 
thoroughly but can be a little 
messy. The dust you’re blow-
ing through the condenser will 
end up around the unit and in 
the air, so wear a mask and eye 
protection while doing it.

Washers and dryers
Front loading washing 

machines have a reputation 
for getting moldy. This is an 
easy fix, but you must be dili-
gent every time you wash 
clothes. When you’re done 
washing for the day, dry the 
gasket thoroughly. Keep a dish 
towel handy for this purpose. 

Once a month, check the 
drain holes in the gasket 
because they collect lint. Use a 
pick tool to pull lint out. The 
gasket cannot drain properly 
if the drains are clogged. Peri-
odically wipe the gasket down 
with rubbing alcohol. Never 
close the door completely 
when the machine is not in 
use. It needs air to breathe. 
Closing the door guarantees 
you’ll grow mold.

Vented dryers collect lint 
beneath the lint screen, so buy 
a lint brush, which is flexi-
ble and conical, and snake it 
down and around as far as it 
will reach. You’ll be stunned 
at how much lint you’ll pull 
out. Change your flex foil duct 
once a year because it’s cheap 
and easy. They collect a lot of 
lint, which slows drying and 
uses more energy.

Ranges, cooktops  
and ovens

Cooking creates grease 
that both spatters and 
goes airborne, so the area 
surrounding the cooktop 
needs daily clean-up. Electric 
smooth and induction tops 
are easy to wipe clean, at least. 
Gas burners require a bit more 
attention. The sparkers need 
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Keep your appliances working

COURTESY PHOTO
A dirty, clogged condenser before and after it has been cleaned.

FILE PHOTO
Clean the compressor of your refrigerator to keep it at maximum 
efficiency.
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to have grease removed from 
them, which can be done with 
a bit of alcohol, but make sure 
they are not hot when you do 
that.

Maybe you’ve experi-
enced a gas burner that fails to 
ignite. The most likely reason 
is grease on the sparker. If 
cleaning it doesn’t bring it 
back to sparking, use a metal 
file gently or even scrape it 
with something as simple as a 
butter knife. This will expose 
the brass nub and you’ll be 
back in business. If a thorough 
cleaning fails to get a burner 
to start, you have a bigger 
problem. 

We’ve relied upon 
self-cleaning ovens for 
decades. But this method is 
fast falling out of favor with 
manufacturers who now 
know it to be detrimental to 
the longevity of the oven. I 
recommend you don’t use the 

self-clean function that heats 
the oven up to 600 degrees or 
higher because while it cooks 
off the grime, it also cooks 
your electronics.

Steam cleaning is a new 
way to clean some ovens, and 
more brands will soon offer it. 
If your oven does not have a 
steam clean function, you can 
simulate it by placing a roaster 
pan in the middle of the oven 
at 250 degrees. Let the oven 
reach temperature and then 
wait another 15 minutes to 
be certain the pan is hot. Put 
several ice cubes in a measur-
ing cup. Open the oven and 
quickly toss them into the 
pan. The ice will steam up 
instantly. Repeat the process 
in another 10 minutes, and let 
your oven cool. Wipe it down 
with a nylon scrubber and 
sponge. Don’t use commer-
cial cleaning products. You 
can steam a bit of vinegar with 
water in the pan between ice 
treatments, but the smell can 

be noxious so be very careful 
to not take a strong whiff.

Dishwashers
There are products avail-

able to clean your dish-
washer, but always consult 
your maker’s instructions. 
It’s easy to mar the finish of 
stainless steel with the wrong 
stuff. Worse than creating a 

cosmetic blemish, solvents 
in some dishwasher cleaners 
break down the components 
in the machine, contributing 
to failure.

I’d rather my dishwasher 
look less than brilliant inside, 
but clean dishes well and last 
for many years. Use the kind 
of detergent the maker recom-
mends. They are not in it for 

a piece of the action. They 
know what works best in their 
machines.

The writer is kitchen 
planning director at M&M 
Appliance and Cabinets on 

South Washington Street. 
Email him at roryc@

mandmappliance.com or 
call/text at 301-537-3515.
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Always use the kind of dishwasher detergent the maker recommends to avoid the breakdown of the 
washer's components.
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AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

This light-filled townhouse 
is in a premium location in the 
most desirable quadrant of 
historic Old Town, the south-
east quadrant. Just one and 
a half blocks to the Potomac 
River, 616 S. Lee St. is easily 
walkable to all of Old Town’s 
new waterfront development 
and its restaurant scene. 

The home is spread across 
three full finished levels, 

featuring hardwood floors, 
two fireplaces and a private 
and large courtyard large 
enough for entertaining. Three 
French doors on the main 
level living room overlook the 
courtyard and a “peak of the 
river” view. All three spacious 
bedrooms are highlighted with 
en suite baths. Storage is abun-
dant throughout and includes 
an under-the-stairs closet and 

a floored, large attic.
This home is located less 

than a block to the inviting 
Lee Street Windmill Hill Park, 
which includes a children’s 
play area and standard size 
sand volleyball and basketball 
courts, and only two blocks 
to the Potomac River/dog 
park. Only a few more blocks 
away are the vibrant King 
Street and riverfront restau-

rants and retail scenes. 
The home is also located 

only minutes from the Metro, 
D.C., George Washington Park-
way/Bike Path, Ronald Reagan 
National Airport, Patent and 
Trademark Office, Amazon 
HQ2, the new Virginia Tech 
campus, I-95/Beltway and the 
riverboat taxi to Georgetown, 
Nationals Park and National 
Harbor.

Ideal location in Old Town

COURTESY PHOTO

Address:  
616 S. Lee St.,  
Alexandria 22314
Neighborhood:  
Old Town
Price: $1,399,000
Square feet: 2,376
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 3.5
Year built: 1968
Contact:
Joan Shannon,  
The Shannon Group  
of Compass
joan.shannon@ 
compass.com
703-507-8655
Patrick Shannon,  
The Shannon Group  
of Compass
patrick.shannon@ 
compass.com
703-402-3659

Left: This Old Town home is located in the highly desirable southeast quadrant of the historic neighborhood. 
Middle: The primary bedroom is one of three bedrooms in this home.
Right:  The deep foyer leads to the main living room with French doors that overlook the courtyard.
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Last week in this space 
we criticized Alexandria City 
Public Schools for not notify-
ing Minnie Howard parents 
about an alleged sexual 
assault at the school on Oct. 
6, 2021. This lack of commu-
nication was, in our opinion, 
unacceptable. That ACPS 
doubled down rather than 
apologizing by saying they 
followed their communica-
tion protocols only made it 
worse. Visit www.alextimes.
com / 2022 /03/ou r-v iew- 
misplaced-priorities-at-acps/ 
for last week’s editorial.

We stand behind that 
sentiment. However, we also 
sympathize with what ACPS 
was dealing with at the time.

After almost a year and 
a half of mostly remote 
learning due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, students 
returned to classrooms late 
last summer having fallen 
behind both academically 
and socially. This unfore-
seen negative aspect of the 
pandemic was not endemic to 
Alexandria. It was universal.

The alleged assault in 
question took place on a 9th 
grade campus, meaning that 
all students involved had 
lost almost a year-and-a-
half of socialization during 
the crucial 7th and 8th 
grade years of middle school. 
Anyone who can remember 
back that far likely recalls the 
middle school years as tumul-
tuous in the best of times.

The Minnie Howard 
incident was not isolated. 
Instead, it was part of wide-
spread disruptive behavior 
last fall that was particularly 
bad in September and Octo-
ber. We know this:

• anecdotally, from videos 
of fights on the Alexandria 
City High School campus, at 
the Bradlee Shopping Center 
McDonald’s and at other 
locations;

• from reports of a student 

who was arrested in October 
after bringing a loaded gun to 
the ACHS campus;

• and from ACPS data 
showing that roughly 25% 
more incident reports – when 
ACPS calls the police – were 
filed in September/October 
than in November/December.

The other main factor 
in this disturbing jump in 
violence to start the 2021-22 
school year was City Coun-
cil’s decision in May 2021 
during budgetary add-deletes 
to remove school resource 
officers from city schools.

Whatever one thinks 
about the long-term propri-
ety of armed police officers 
within city schools, it was an 
extremely short-sighted deci-
sion to abruptly remove the 
officers just as students were 
returning to classrooms after 
being gone for more than a 
full school year.

ACPS Superintendent Dr. 
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D. 
and the School Board leader-
ship at the time, particularly 
Vice Chair Veronica Nolan, 
had argued strongly against 
removing SROs. That their 
pleas were ignored by City 
Council and there was a spike 
in violence was not their 
fault.

Violence within ACPS is a 
troubling, ongoing problem 
even with SROs, and we are 
not giving the school system 
or its leadership a pass on 
this. A better approach to 
school security must be 
developed. But we are heart-
ened that Hutchings is asking 
council to place funding for 
SROs for the 2022-23 school 
year back in the city’s budget 
to allow time to develop a 
much-needed comprehensive 
security approach for ACPS.

Council needs to let the 
near-term physical safety of 
students, teachers and staff 
be their priority and grant 
Hutchings’ funding request.

Hutchings’ wise request

PHOTO/LEE MOODY
Blue skies, a beautiful sunrise and spring blooms in North Old Town.

City shouldn’t pick business  
winners and losers
To the editor:

Your editorial advising caution about 
letting restaurants turn parking spaces in 
front of their establishments into outdoor 
seating “parklets” shows more prudence than 
a city hall determined to do anything to juice 
the city’s business climate.  

Many parts of Old Town lack adequate 
parking, so even eliminating a few dozen 
parking spaces can’t merely be dismissed 
as, “Well, it isn’t that many parking spaces,” 
because the same applies to the few elimi-
nated for bikeshare stations, E-scooter park-
ing and bicycle corrals. A few here and a few 
more there add up to one big parking prob-
lem. City Council, whose members have 
reserved spots in the city hall garage, would 
like motorists visiting Old Town to instead 
park in garages.  

Once city hall gives businesses access to 
the parking spots in front of those businesses, 
it won’t be long before residents expect to 
have a right to the street parking spot in 
front of their houses. Indeed, residents with 
disabilities already have such access.  

This is an example of how the “pro-busi-
ness” model modern Democrats use in urban 
affairs plays out in practice. Instead of the 
Republican notion of minimal business 
regulation, reliably enforced, urban Demo-

crats want to partner with businesses in an 
arrangement where there is more regulation 
and taxation, but also more favorable treat-
ment and even subsidization, amounting to 
government, instead of the free market, pick-
ing winners and losers.  

The parking space is city property, so 
those businesses which aren’t reserving it, 
such as standard retail establishments, may 
lose customers if those customers cannot 
find a nearby parking spot. They are the 
losers in this arrangement because it has 
been repurposed for the benefit of a restau-
rant or bikeshare, who are the winners in this 
arrangement.  

City hall winds up subsidizing businesses 
on a broad scale – the same businesses city 
hall is responsible for regulating in a fair, 
arms-length fashion. Once city hall starts 
doing this, sooner or later it becomes more 
difficult to regulate these businesses. An 
example of this: City hall overruled the Board 
of Architectural Review’s rejection of locat-
ing a small cell facility in front of a historic 
Old Town house because, as City Council 
members claimed during debate, the city has 
a partnership with the business installing 
these facilities. 

-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria 
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“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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My View | Heather Peeler

Support our community  
with Spring2ACTion
BY HEATHER PEELER

The cherry blossoms are making their 
annual appearance and that means Alexan-
dria’s generosity will soon be on full display 
during Spring2ACTion, the city’s annual 
online giving day on April 27.  

The past few years have been challenging 
for our community in many ways. However, 
the philanthropic spirit of our community 
has remained constant. You didn’t close your 
eyes or your hearts as the pandemic contin-
ued on. Instead, you connected, you listened 
and together we took action.

Spring2ACTion is a way we come together 
as a community to celebrate our 
care for one another. It is not just 
a symbol of Alexandria’s unique 
community spirit. It is an essential 
financial lifeline for the nonprof-
its that contribute directly to our 
quality of life. For so many of the 
participating organizations, Sprin-
g2ACTion is their primary fund-
raiser and campaign to connect 
with potential supporters like you.  

For example, the Animal Welfare League 
is using Spring2ACTion to raise critical fund-
ing to support veterinary care. The Alexan-
dria City High School track and field team and 
crew team are among several boosters raising 
funds to support the cost of equipment, travel 
and other essentials for the teams to train and 
compete. Many arts organizations in Alexan-
dria are on a path to economic recovery in 
light of the pandemic. They are relying on 
Spring2ACTion for the resources they need 
to provide high-quality creative programs 
and performances to our community.  

Imagine if these organizations and the 
others participating in Spring2ACTion did 
not have the critical funding they needed to 
operate. Our community would not have the 
organizations that are essential to our social 
safety net. We would not have the strong arts, 
environmental and civic organizations that 
make our community vibrant.  

So far, more than 150 nonprofits have 
agreed to participate. You can learn more 
about their work and how they will use the 
funds raised by visiting www.spring2ACTion.
org.  You can search for a specific organiza-
tion or search by cause to identify a nonprofit 
that aligns with your passions.  

Our collective goal is to raise $2.5 million 

for the community organizations devoted to 
making Alexandria a great place to live, work, 
create and play. It’s a big goal – and with your 
participation we can meet it. Giving online 
is easy and every gift – the minimum gift is 
$5 – adds up. That’s the power of collective 
action. When we each take a step, together we 
can achieve big things, like raising millions 
of dollars for Alexandria’s nonprofits. Since 
Spring2ACTion began 11 years ago, it has 
raised more than $15 million.   

Another hallmark of Spring2ACTion is 
the engagement of Alexandria’s local busi-
ness community. Local businesses support 
Spring2ACTion by serving as sponsors, 

champions and fundraisers. This 
year, all the local business associ-
ations are competing to see which 
neighborhood has the most gener-
ous businesses.  

Last year, more than 70 busi-
nesses participated in Spring2AC-
Tion. I asked a few local business 
leaders why this event is so import-
ant. Charlotte Hall, managing 
director of Old Town Business, 

said, “By being a part of Spring2ACTion we 
are supporting our local community. As a 
businessperson and/or organization, it is 
important that we maintain and sustain the 
community around us.”

Lauren Fisher, president of the Del Ray 
Business Association, said, “Spring2ACTion 
is an important opportunity for local busi-
nesses to be involved because our businesses 
have close-knit ties with the local commu-
nity, and we believe that businesses are in a 
unique position to use their sphere of influ-
ence to assist with awareness and fundrais-
ing for our local nonprofits and the greatest 
needs of our community.”

Spring2ACTion.org lists all the nonprofits 
and businesses involved in this extraordinary 
event, as well as in-person events such as the 
Spring2ACTion Kick-off Celebration on April 
21 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Building Momentum.  

You are the difference maker. You make 
a difference when you give what you can 
during Spring2ACTion and support Alexan-
dria’s nonprofits. We hope you will join us 
in participating in one of the nation’s most 
successful online giving days!

The writer is president and 
CEO of ACT for Alexandria.

HEATHER
PEELER

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Time to set aside  
unfounded complaints
To the editor:

As an Alexandria resident 
who supports affordable hous-
ing, I was happy to read the 
Feb. 24 Times editorial “Build 
affordable housing while 
honoring SAPs,” highlighting 
this issue as a priority for the 
city. 

However, while acknowl-
edging the city’s continued loss 
of affordable housing, due in 
part to rising rents and insuffi-
cient housing supply, the edito-
rial questioned two elements 
that are critical to making 
housing for lower income fami-
lies economically feasible: 
density and a mix of incomes 
that cross subsidize rents to 
cover operating expenses. 

Affordable housing is real 
estate development. We place 
the same expectations of 
good design, architecture and 
a transit-oriented location, 
along with the requirements of 
energy efficiency, open space 
and amenities on affordable 
proposals as we do on market-
rate multifamily development. 
However, the community 
review process for affordable 
housing has become longer and 
more contentious, adding addi-
tional time and expense to the 
process. All in, development 
costs exceed $400,000 per unit. 

In 2021, the city’s Resi-
dential Multifamily Zone 
received the Urban Land Insti-
tute’s Robert C. Larson Hous-
ing Policy Leadership award, 
a national honor recognizing 
the innovative strategies Alex-
andria adopted to preserve 
affordable housing by using 
density as the tool to make 
these projects viable. In look-
ing at the options to redevelop 
140 units of affordable housing 
at risk of demolition and return 
the existing residents at their 

current income levels, the esti-
mated cost was $100 million.

The RMF zoning lever-
ages the resources of both for 
profit and nonprofit develop-
ers to preserve affordability 
in exchange for density bonus 
that returns all households to 
new or renovated units and 
adds new units of mixed-in-
come housing. We must employ 
these land use tools that are 
nationally recognized as best 
practices. 

Small area plans, informed 
by community engage-
ment to provide guidance 
for future development, are 
important components of the 
city’s Master Plan. So too, is 
the city’s priority of hous-
ing affordability. It’s time 
to set aside the unfounded 
complaints of “loss of 
economic value” and “chang-
ing character of a neighbor-
hood” when an affordable 
housing development is 
proposed.

Let’s come together to 
have honest conversations 
about legitimate concerns 
related to growth, based on 
data and facts. Let’s discuss 
who benefits from a certain 
policy initiative and who is 
harmed or left out.

Alexandria is part of a 
larger metropolitan region 
where market forces have 
created social and economic 
change. The crisis of hous-
ing affordability has impacted 
the entire region, and we are 
not immune to these trends. 
The guidance for the city’s 
future must evolve, adapt 
and change for Alexandria 
to remain a viable, livable 
community for all. 

-Michelle Krocker,
Northern Virginia 

Affordable Housing Alliance
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Weekly Poll

Please join the City of 
Alexandria and the Alexan-
dria African American Hall of 
Fame as we unveil a Histori-
cal State Marker about Alex-
andria’s Earl Francis Lloyd 
at 11 a.m. Saturday at 1020 
Montgomery St., the site of his 
childhood home. This Out of 
the Attic piece was originally 
published Feb. 20, 2020.

As Parker-Gray alumni 
prepare to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of their alma 
mater’s opening, we highlight 
one of the high school’s most 
famous alumni. Earl Lloyd was 
born in 1928 here in Alexan-
dria to Theodore Lloyd, Sr., and 
Daisy Lloyd. At Parker-Gray, 
Lloyd earned All-South Atlan-
tic Conference honors three 

times, and All-State Virginia 
Interscholastic Conference 
honors twice.

Lloyd’s defensive prow-
ess earned him the nickname 
“Moon Fixer” due to his size 
and shot blocking ability. 
His success led to a scholar-
ship at West Virginia State in 
1946, where he led them to 
two Central Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association cham-
pionships. In 1949 and 1950, 
the Pittsburgh Courier named 
him to their All-American 
team.

After graduation in 1950, 
Lloyd was drafted by the 
Washington Capitols as one of 
only four Black players drafted 
by the NBA that year. Due to 
a scheduling coincidence, his 

start on Oct. 31, 1950, made 
him the first African Amer-
ican to play in an NBA game. 
He achieved that honor one 
day before Chuck Cooper 
played for the Boston Celtics 
and four days before Nat Clif-
ton played for the New York 
Knicks.

After playing only seven 
NBA games, Lloyd was drafted 
into the Army during the 
Korean War. Lloyd served 
two years in the Army, then 
returned to the NBA in 1952 
with the Syracuse Nationals, 
following the dissolution of 
the Capitols in 1951. He played 
six seasons with the Nationals, 
winning the championship 
in 1955 alongside Jim Tucker. 
They were the first two Afri-
can Americans to win an NBA 
championship.

Racial discrimination 
affected Lloyd through much 
of his life, whether it was his 
childhood in Alexandria, 
where he was forced to go to 
segregated schools, or while 
playing as an NBA champion, 
where he was refused lodging 
at hotels and was spat on by 
a fan in Indiana. Lloyd once 
remarked that such hatred 
only made him play harder 
because they wouldn’t hate 
him if he was a poor player.

Lloyd played for the Detroit 
Pistons from 1958 to 1960, 

after which he retired. He 
stayed in the Detroit area and 
returned to basketball in 1968, 
as the first African American 
assistant coach in the NBA. In 
1971, Lloyd became the second 
African American head coach 
in NBA history when he took 
over the head coaching duties 
of the Pistons.

Lloyd moved on from 
basketball in the 70s and 80s, 
working for the Detroit public 
school system as a job place-
ment administrator, and 
then as the community rela-
tions director for the Bing 
Group, a Detroit manufactur-
ing company owned by fellow 
former NBA player Dave Bing.

Basketball didn’t forget 
Earl Lloyd, and he was 
inducted into the Virginia 
Sports Hall of Fame in 1993 
and The National Basketball 
Hall of Fame in 2002. The NBA 
also presented Lloyd with the 
NBA Pioneer Award. In 1999, 
Lloyd retired from the Bing 
Group and moved to Tennes-
see, where he lived with his 
wife Charlita. In 2007, the 
basketball court at Alexan-
dria City High School, which 
was then T.C. Williams High 
School, was named after him. 
Lloyd died in 2015, an icon of 
Parker-Gray and a pioneer of 
basketball history.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

Last Week  
Do you think Alexandria City Public Schools 
should revise its protocols so parents are 
automatically notified, without naming the 
victim or suspect, when an alleged violent 
incident takes place at their child's school?
66% Yes.

25% I thought that was already the protocol.

7% No.

2% I'm not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.comThis Week  
Do you think City Council should grant 
the ACPS' request to extend funding for 
school resource officers for another year?
A) Yes, it will take a year to make a good long-term decision.

B) SROs should be removed ASAP.

C) SROs should stay permanently.

D) I'm not sure.

 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA BLACK HISTORY MUSEUM
Earl Lloyd’s 1957 basketball card as a member of the Syracuse 
Nationals.

Parker-Gray’s NBA pioneer
OUT OF THE ATTIC
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Weekly Words

DOS AND DON'TS OF FILMMAKING by Taylor Johnson and Christina Iverson, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES
WILLIAM P. BLAIR (95), formerly of Alexandria, 
March 9, 2022
PATRICIA A. CHILDERS (71), formerly of Alexandria, 
March 4, 2022
HERMINE O. ENNIS (92), formerly of Alexandria, 
March 20, 2022
LOIS LOWRY (98), formerly of Alexandria,  
March 17, 2022
ANN MADDUX (84), formerly of Alexandria,  
March 8, 2022
MARY PROPST (83), formerly of Alexandria,  
March 22, 2022

ACROSS
1 Goes behind a curtain, say
6 Human rights lawyer Clooney
10 Tiff
14 Playtex undergarment
17 It may be pimiento-stuffed
18 Smokes minus the smoke
20	 Pop	flies'	paths
21 Hard rain
22	 (Do)	Visualize	the	actor's	move-

ments	before	filming?
25 "Do ___ Otters: A Book About 

Manners"
26 Binary digit
27 Window shade
28	 Event	with	floats
29 Dazzle
30 Cheek or lip
32 Draw in
34	 On	the	___	(fleeing)
35 Drop by
37	 (Don't)	Film	without	lighting?
43 Praline ingredients
46 American uncle
47 Goals
48	 Louvre	Pyramid	architect	I.M.
49 Hybrid utensil
50 Sour mood
52 ___ Light (beer brand, infor-

mally)
54 Veggie in homemade red hair 

dye, say

55	 (Do)	Decide	on	a	soundtrack?
58 It gets under your skin
59 Simple top
60 Like a bad "twin"
61 Word before "chocolate" or 

"sauce"
62 Dogs with many hybrid breeds
64 Huge fan
65 Porcupine descriptor
67	 The	Matterhorn's	range
68 Spreading unchecked
71 ATM digits
72 Word after a sigh
73	 Potential	lead	for	a	detective
76	 Point	in	soccer?
77	 (Don't)	Edit	out	the	good-look-

ing	extra?
81 Lions are big ones
82 Like a haunted house
84 "U r 2 funny!"
85	 From	Havana,	say
86	 Doctor's	org.
87 Musical work
88 Also
89 Wipes up or wipes down
90	 (Do)	Keep	filming	during	fight	

scenes?
96	 Port-au-Prince's	Caribbean	

country
97 Actor McKellen
98 Blue-green
99 Burial place
103 "Me, Myself & ___" (Jim 

Carrey	film)
105	 Christmas	beverage
108	 Edinburgh	native
110	 Bestie,	e.g.
111	 At	no	charge?
112	 (Don't)	Get	in	front	of	your	

camera?
115 Likelihood
116	 One	might	be	compulsive
117 Use mousse on, maybe
118 Hairstyles for Diana Ross and 

Pam Grier, sometimes
119 ___ Angeles
120 Model Holliday
121 Magenta and others
122 Crowd sounds

DOWN
1 Hostess snack cakes
2 Glazer of "Broad City"
3	 Jumps	headfirst
4 Anticipatory night
5	 Something	to	save	for	a	friend
6 "___ Q" (musical inspired by 

"Sesame Street")
7 "Om," for one
8	 Fitting
9 Bound upward
10 Sausage such as soppressata
11 Poke
12	 "You	can't	deny	this"
13	 Disapproving	sound
14 Slippery item in comedy

15 Cracker brand
16 Source of a soothing gel
19 Winding ski race
21 Muggy
23 Does a dairy farm task
24 German sausage, familiarly
29 Primates Jane Goodall studied
31	 False	___	(racing	blunder)
33 Nail polish brand
36	 "Heavens!"
38 Pic under a sock, maybe
39	 Berets,	e.g.
40	 "Great"	detective	of	kid	lit
41 Peter Parker portrayer Carney
42	 High-flying	toys
43 Wordless "Hey!"
44 Olympic sword
45	 Pigeon's	place
50 Time on a job
51	 Anaheim	Ducks'	org.
52 "High" time
53	 Affectedly	creative
54	 What	duvets	cover
56 "Dear ___ Hansen"
57 Nice dinnerware
58 Summer treat on a stick
62 Hunter-gatherer diet
63	 "I'm	___,	and	I	like	warm	hugs"	

("Frozen")
64 Whirlpool tubs
65 Goad into action
66	 Feel	sorry	for
68	 Steerable	toy	vehicle,	familiarly

69 Hertz competitor
70	 Black	Sabbath	superfans,	e.g.
72	 De	Armas	of	"Knives	Out"
73	 It's	big	in	jazz
74	 Tehran's	home
75 Writes
77 Bread or cabbage
78	 Fail	like	a	movie
79 "This is no longer for me"
80 Whom a host hosts
82 Roasting skewer
83 Honeybunch
87 Boo-boo
88 Voices below altos
89 Moretz of "Kick-Ass"
91	 Goes	over	well,	as	a	joke
92 Detroit team with a striped 

mascot
93 ___ Mae Lee of "Pitch Perfect"
94 Maker of Nerds and Goobers
95 Secret stores
100	 Diva's	realm
101	 Wayne	___	(Batman's	home)
102	 Give	divine	favor	to
103	 Revered	person
104 Second try
106 Stats on college apps
107 Post-punk subculture
109 Bygone Russian autocrat
112	 Low	key?
113	 Big	Apple	sch.
114 $$$ exec
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APRIL 2

ALX DOG WALK The inaugural 
two-mile ALX Dog Walk will take 
place along the Waterfront Walk 
in Old Town. Walkers and their 
pooches will head toward the 
Robinson Landing Pier, where 
they will parade by a judging 
panel for prizes. Then they 
will to the park for an awards 
celebration hosted by Monte 
Durham of “Say Yes to the Dress 
Atlanta,” and music, dogs, treats 
and more. 
Time: 7 to 11 a.m. 
Location: 100 Madison St. 
Information: 
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/alx-dog-walk/18491/

CHERRY BLOSSOM EXHIBIT 
AT TORPEDO FACTORY 
Starting today and running until 
May 1, art lovers can stop by 
the Torpedo Factory Art Center 
to view floral art displayed on all 
three floors. Participating artists 
will display their most colorful 
spring and cherry-blossom-
inspired works in their studios. 
Masks are required for all visitors 
regardless of vaccination status. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Location: 105 N. Union St. 
Information:  
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/cherry-blossom-exhibition-
at-the-torpedo-factory-art-
center/16079/ 

APRIL 7

LECTURE WITH JOSEPH J. 
ELLIS Hear from celebrated 
American history scholar Joseph 
J. Ellis about his newest book, 
“The Cause: The American 
Revolution and its Discontents 
1773-1783.” In it, Ellis brings the 
story of the revolution to vivid life 
for our modern era. The event 
is available in person at George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon for 
the book talk and reception, or 
online. 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway 
Information:  
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/lecture%3a-joseph-j-ellis-
author-of-the-cause/18688/ 

APRIL 9

EASTER EGG HUNT Old Town 
Business Association will be 
hosting an Easter egg hunt, in 
which attendees hop up and 
down King Street and select 
side streets for special goodies. 
They will explore the map to 
find participating retailers for 
an Easter treat and discover 
interactive activities at select 
locations. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: Varies 
Information: www.
oldtownbusiness.org

APRIL 10

CHERRY BLOSSOM JUBILEE 
Celebrate the cherry blossoms 
during the height of D.C.’s 
National Cherry Blossom Festival. 
Stop by the heart of Alexandria, 
where celebrations kick off at 
noon with a live performance 
by taiko drum group Nen Daiko 
on the waterfront side of the 
Art Center. Afterwards, view the 
Art Center-wide exhibition of 
cherry blossom-inspired works 
by resident artists and galleries 
while enjoying music and live art 
demonstrations. 
Time: 2 p.m. 
Location: 105 N. Union St. 
Information:  
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/cherry-blossom-
jubilee/17900/ 

APRIL 11

SPRING BREAK CAMP AT 
CARLYLE: ARCHAEOLOGY & 
ARCHITECTURE Discover your 
inner archaeologist and architect 
through this week long camp. 
Learn about archaeology and 
architecture, do some digging, 
solve some puzzles, draw and 
discover building styles. Each 
day, spend two hours learning 
different techniques and enjoying 
hands-on fun. 
Time: 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: www.novaparks.
com/parks/carlyle-house-

historic-park/events/spring-
break-camp-at-carlyle-archeology-
architecture 

APRIL 16

EASTER EGG HUNT AT LEE 
FENDALL HOUSE Find Easter 
eggs hidden in the Lee-Fendall 
garden on this socially distant 
take on their popular annual 
egg hunt. Sessions are one hour 
long. Attendance will be limited 
to enforce social distancing. Face 
masks required. 
Time: 10 a.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information:  
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/easter-egg-hunt-at-lee-
fendall-house/17782/ 

APRIL 22

“TRASHY: A ZERO WASTE 
FILM” ADVANCE SCREENING 
Enjoy “TRASHY: a zero waste 
film,” a feature documentary that 
follows the director as she tries 
not to throw anything away over 
the course of a year. This Earth 
Day event will teach viewers 
how to make the world a cleaner 
place while enjoying the view of 
the Potomac from the fifth floor 
of the Torpedo Factory Office 
Building. There will be food, 
drinks and a special Q&A with the 
director. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. 
Location: 201 N. Union St. 
Information:  

www.eventbrite.com/e/trashy-
a-zero-waste-film-advance-
screening-and-qa-discussion-
tickets-261192783647 

APRIL 23

CITY COUNCIL TREE 
PLANTING This year marks the 
150th anniversary of Arbor Day, 
known as the “tree planter’s 
holiday.” Join members of City 
Council as they celebrate Arbor 
Day by planting a tree in Old 
Town, near City Hall. The event 
will take place prior to the council 
public meeting. 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Location: 411 King St. 
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=41992 
 
HISTORIC PLANT & GARDEN 
SALE The same plants grown at 
George Washington’s estate can 
now adorn your garden. Shop for 
plants, perennials, shrubs and 
trees grown in the Mount Vernon 
greenhouses. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway 
Information:  
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/historic-plant-%26-garden-
sale/18733/ 

APRIL 28

MAKING ALEXANDRIA 
HOME: A HISTORY OF 

EXCLUSION AND ACTIVISM 
Dr. Krystal Moon will discuss the 
history of the African Amercian 
housing crisis in Alexandria by 
examining how segregationist 
practices impaired Alexandria’s 
African American residents. This 
event is in conjunction with All 
Alexandria Reads 2022. 
Time: TBD 
Location: Virtual 
Information:  
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/making-alexandria-
home%3a-a-history-of-
exclusion-and-activism-1900s-
1970s/18806/ 

APRIL 30

OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA 
FINE ART & DESIGN 
FESTIVAL Enjoy the first event 
of the year at John Carlyle Square 
in Old Town Alexandria, where 
over 100 artisans, crafters, 
independent consultants and 
other local small businesses 
will showcase their products. 
Vendors will help shoppers find 
everything from arts and crafts to 
body and hair care. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Location: 300 John Carlyle St.  
Information:  
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/old-town-alexandria-fine-
art-%26-design-festival/18736/

CALENDAR

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Arrived Hospitality Inc

1799 Prime Steak & Seafood

110 S Pitt St

Alexandria

22314-3126

Wine and Beer on and off Premises/Mixed Beverage Restaurant
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Classifieds
STAMP AND 

AUCTION COMPANY
We buy, sell and auction Stamps, 
Coins and Sports Cards! Email em-
eraldventuresllc@gmail.com or call 
804-266-3071. www.evstamps.com, 
5315 Lakeside Ave. Richmond, VA

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

LIVESTOCK SALES
G&E Virginia Premium Assured 
Heifer/Cow Sale. March 26th, 
2022 12:00 noon. G&E Test Center 
Gretna, VA. Call George Winn at 
434-489-4458.

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
 
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insurance! 

No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-4974

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2022 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for fi rst Lawn application only. Requires purchase 
of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen 
locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in 
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible 
for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed 
at the fi rst visit. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. 
©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, 
B-0200, B-0151.

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!
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Lauren Bishop
L I V I N G ,  LOV I N G ,  L I S T I N G  O L D  TO W N

A  S A M P L E  O F  L A U R E N ’ S  R E C E N T  AC T I V I T Y

Lauren Bishop
LICENSED IN VA | 202.361.5079
LBISHOP@MCENEARNEY.COM | LAURENBISHOPHOMES.COM

McEnearney.com | 109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity | *Represented Buyer

601 & 607 Oronoco St126 S Fairfax St
For SaleFor Sale

6416 10th St
Under Contract

1824 Potomac Greens Dr
Under Contract

833 S. Fairfax St*
Sold

112 Prince St
Under Contract

229 S Pitt St
Sold

811 Gibbon St
Sold


