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The 89th Old Town Alexandria Historic Garden Week home and garden tour takes place on April 23. 
Take a look behind the scenes of the event on page 10.

Organizations 
offer job training 
and employment 
application aid
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

When the United States 
closed the last of our mili-
tary bases in Afghanistan last 
summer after more than 20 
years in that country follow-
ing the Sept. 11 attacks, a 
wave of evacuees, who left 
virtually everything behind, 

arrived in the U.S needing 
help with housing, food and 
clothing. Those more than 
76,000 Afghan refugees have 
been resettled in communi-
ties across the country, a large 
number right here in North-
ern Virginia. After having 
their basic survival needs met, 
many refugees now face a new 
struggle: finding job security. 

The task is proving to be an 

Afghan refugees 
face job struggles
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Man Nguyen files 
appeal, set to be 
released on Friday
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Man Nguyen, the bail 
bondsman involved in the 
Karla Dominguez murder 

case, will be released from 
jail on Friday, after serving 
less than a week in jail for 
contempt of court.

Nguyen’s release comes 
after he and his attor-
ney filed an appeal follow-
ing the sentencing hearing 

on March 31, when he was 
sentenced to a year in jail 
with 11 months suspended 
for good behavior. Nguyen, 
who was convicted on Jan. 26 
in Alexandria Circuit Court 

Bondsman in murder 
case to be released
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COURTESY PHOTO
Faheem Ahmad is currently working on seeking asylum and plans to 
pursue a career in information technology.
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Questions About the Local Real Estate Market? 

You may be hearing lots about “low 
inventory,” or how this is “a fast 
moving market,” or maybe how “comps 
don’t even matter.” But... what does 
any of this actually mean for YOU? 
Ask us — we can help! 

Whether you’re considering a sale or a 
purchase — or both — we can outline 
exactly what the current market means 
for you and your goal, and develop a 
custom strategy. Let us help to take the 
guesswork out of your next real estate 
transaction. Reach out and let’s get 
your questions answered.

JUST LISTED |  OPEN HOUSE 4/16 
323 Mt Vernon Ave 
Alexandria, VA 22301
2 BD  2 BA  1475 SF  $704,000

SOLD OVER LIST PRICE 
6016 Fort Hunt Rd
Alexandria, VA 22307
Under Contract in 1 day | $875,000

JUST LISTED |  NEW CONSTRUCTION
603 N Alfred St 
Alexandria, VA 22314
4 BD  4.5 BA  2456 SF  $1,699,000  
 

Featured Sales & Listings

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.229.8935. 

Bonnie & Courtney Rivkin 

therivkingroup@compass.com
www.rivkinresidential.com
b: 703.598.7788 | c: 703.869.7788

We’ve made it easier to get in 
touch! Scan the code below. 
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for contempt of court, was on 
trial for his actions after post-
ing bond for Ibrahim Bouai-
chi, an acquaintance who had 
been charged with assault-
ing and raping Dominquez in 
2019. On July 29, 2020, Bouai-
chi used Nguyen’s gun and 
car to allegedly 
kill Dominguez – 
and then himself – 
while out on bond.

Nguyen claimed 
he was unaware of 
the terms of Bouai-
chi’s bond – which 
involved Bouaichi 
remaining at his 
parents’ home in 
Greenbelt, Mary-
land – despite having signed 
the bond release. However, 
Ngueyn was later found to 
have helped Bouaichi violate 
his bond, hiring Bouaichi to 
work at his Arundel Mills Mall 
kiosk and giving him the keys 
to his car and house, in which 
there were two loaded hand-
guns, while away on vacation.

Alexandria Magistrate 
Elizabeth Fuller later reported 
Nguyen to the Virginia 
Department of Criminal 
Justice Services for violating 
his oath as a bondsman. DCJS 
investigated Nguyen and 
eventually revoked his bonds-
man’s license. Fuller spoke to 
the Times about reporting 
Nguyen and was later fired for 
speaking to the paper.

Nguyen served five days 
in jail before his attorney 
filed an appeal, an option 
given to any defendant in 
a criminal case. According 
to Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Bryan Porter, after the 
sentencing hearing, Judge 
Charles Sharp ordered that 
if Nguyen and his attor-
ney noted an appeal of the 
conviction, Nguyen would 
be released on bail pending 
the resolution of the appeal. 
Porter said Nguyen’s appeal 
is par for the course in most 
criminal cases.

“It would be completely 

understandable in a case like 
this that an appeal would 
be taken. Generally speak-
ing, in almost every criminal 
case in which a conviction is 
obtained, the defense usually 
seeks to appeal any rele-
vant matters to the court of 
appeals,” Porter said.

After a defendant notes 
an appeal to the 
court of appeals, 
there is typically 
a lengthy process 
before a decision 
is made. At the 
very least, a judge 
in the court of 
appeals will review 
the case and make 
a decision based 
on the exhibits 

and evidence from the trial. 
However, either party can 
then appeal that decision, 
which sends it to another 
level of review. Each decision 
in the appeal process can be 
appealed, moving the case 
up the judicial ladder until 
it could potentially appear 
in front of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Porter said cases 
rarely get to that point in the 
appeals process, but regard-
less of where the appeal ends, 
the process can take a while.

“It’s a pretty lengthy 
process for the appeals to be 
exhausted, but most cases 
that are appealed I would say 
are resolved within a year 
of the appeal being noted,” 
Porter said.

During that time, 
Nguyen will be out on 
bond. However, even if the 
conviction is upheld at the 
end of the appeals process, 
Nguyen will likely only serve 
another week of jail time due 
to Virginia's laws around 
sentencing time.

Nguyen was already 
sentenced with 11 months 
suspended for good behavior, 
leaving his sentence at about 
30 days. That sentence would 
be further reduced if Nguy-
en’s good behavior earns him 
good conduct credit. Accord-
ing to Virginia code 53.1-116, 

“each prisoner sentenced to 
12 months or less for a misde-
meanor or any combination 
of misdemeanors shall earn 
good conduct credit at the 
rate of one day for each one 
day served, including all 
days served while confined 
in jail prior to conviction 
and sentencing, in which the 
prisoner has not violated the 
written rules and regulations 
of the jail.”

In essence, for every 
day served, defendants 
in Virginia misdemeanor 
cases like Nguyen’s get a 
second day of credit for good 
conduct, reducing their 
overall sentence by half. 
As a result of good behav-
ior, Nguyen’s 30-day misde-
meanor sentence would be 
reduced to 15 days, six of 
which he already served 
prior to his release. If his 
conviction was upheld, under 
Virginia code, Nguyen would 
likely serve about nine more 
days of jail time.

Most states have a version 
of Virginia’s good conduct 
credit or earned sentence 
credit program. After the 
state abolished parole in 
1995, the sentence credit 
program was created as a way 
to incentivize good behavior, 
in lieu of parole hearings.

Porter said that despite 
Nguyen’s release, he still 
feels like the former bonds-
man has been held account-
able for his involvement in 
the case.

“I don’t think that the 
noting of an appeal detracts 
from the accountability,” 
Porter said. “I think people 
are entitled to due process, 
and I have confidence in the 
conviction that we obtained 
and I anticipate that the 
appeal will ultimately not 
be successful. But obviously 
I have faith in the rule of 
law, and if the law allows the 
defendant to note his appeal, 
I look forward to having the 
appeal dealt with and hope-
fully in a successful manner.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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COURTESY PHOTO
Mayor Justin Wilson presents Alexandria Library Board Chair 
Trudi Hahn with a proclamation recognizing National Library 
Week during a ceremony at Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library 
on April 6.MAN
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Tickets on sale now!

Adult: $20-$85 Student: $15 Youth: $5

(703) 548-0885  •  www.alexsym.org

APR
Barber &      
Brahms

Saturday, Apr 23, 2022 ● 7:30 p.m.

Sunday,  Apr 24, 2022 ● 3:00 p.m.

Featuring:

Barber’s Violin Concerto, Brahms’ First 
Symphony and Brian Prechtl’s Tribute 

featuring students from Sympatico*

*April 23 only

- Resilience
with Dylana Jenson, violin

 2021-2022 Season
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As the Ukraine humanitar-
ian crisis worsens and citizens 
continue to flee, many Alex-
andria businesses have created 
special offerings for commu-
nity members to provide 
support. Here are a few ways to 
help.

Lorien Hotel and Spa 
is holding an event called 
“Creatives for a Cause: An 
Art Exhibition for Ukraine,” 
which will feature local Made 
in ALX artists, a one-hour 
performance by Savoia, 
complimentary wine and the 
opportunity to win a $300 gift 
card to Lorien’s spa. The $20 
entry fee and a portion of all 
art purchases will be donated 
to the Ukrainian Crisis Fund. 

HomeGrown Restaurant 
Group has teamed up with 
Port City Brewing Company to 
encourage customers to match 
its $10,000 donation to support 
José Andrés and his efforts 
with World Central Kitchen, 
which is providing meals to 
Ukrainian refugees. Customers 
can buy a Beach Drive beer 
from Port City at HomeGrown’s 
restaurants, including Pork 
Barrel BBQ, Whiskey & Oyster, 
Sweet Fire Donna’s and Tequila 
and Taco. The full $10 sale of 
the pint glass will be donated to 
WCK. Shop Made in VA is also 
offering 100% of the proceeds 
from the sale of select goods to 
World Central Kitchen.

Additionally, Hooray for 

Books is donating 20% of 
all proceeds from the sale of 
“Summer Kitchens: Recipes 
and Reminiscences from Every 
Corner of Ukraine” by Olia 
Hercules to the U.N. World 
Food Programme in support 
of Ukrainian refugees. Kyo 
Gallery will donate all gallery 
profits for any art work sold 
at the gallery and online to 
both UNICEF Ukraine and Ada 
Foundation. Old Town Books is 
partnering with resettlement 
nonprofit Lutheran Social 
Services and is encouraging 
donations, such as furniture 
and Ikea or Target gift cards. 
Each family Old Town Books 
helps resettle costs $5,000.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Businesses offer Ukraine support

The Potomac Crescent 
Waldorf School, a private 
elementary school, received 
unanimous Planning Commis-
sion approval on April 7 of 
its plan to move into 424 N. 
Washington St.

The school currently has 55 
students but hopes to increase 
enrollment to 155 students 
over the next few years. PCWS 
aims to move into its new 
location from its current King 
Street location in September.

The location at the corner 
Oronoco and North Washing-
ton streets has raised some 
concerns from residents about 
safety for students along the 
busy street. 

There would be a 

10-minute period for pick up 
and drop off each day in the 
morning and afternoon that 
would take place in the five 
parking spaces located in front 
of the new location on North 
Washington Street in Old 
Town, according to city staff. 
During the public hearing 
portion of the meeting, resi-
dents claimed the busy thor-
oughfare poses  traffic and 
safety problems.

“During the hours that 
they propose drop off and pick 
up, the north side of Oronoco 
is packed – those lanes are 
filled,” resident George Best 
said. “So, to make use of the 
parking space, you’re going 
to have cars stopped in the 

middle lane. That’s going to 
create danger. Even if you 
don’t have cars stopped there, 
you have people pulling out 
of the pick-up and drop-off 
zone into high speed or heavy 
traffic.”

In response to comments 
from several speakers, Plan-
ning Commissioner Melissa 
McMahon pointed out that 
the site was previously occu-
pied by a preschool, which 
operated with the same traf-
fic situation as the new school 
would.

The permit was approved 
unanimously, 7-0, and goes 
before City Council on April 
23.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Planning Commission approves private school

FILE PHOTO
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A Bonded Pair
Josie & Jane have been together forever and are 
now searching  for a new home...together. �ese 
lovely Boxers, about 50lbs each, aren't lap dogs.And, 
unlike some of our adoptable pets, these girls are 
hoping for a quiet home with comfy beds, leisurely 

walks, and all the extra love you have to spare.

Meet Josie & Jane!  
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774 

THANK YOU

Diann
Carlson 

703.628.2440
diann.carlson@gmail.com

Weichert Realtors

"Because everyone deserves a home."
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Getting settled here and building and sustaining a 
life with employment and mental health resources and 

cultural know-how is the new focus and the new push.”
– Lisa Maddox, 

operation liaison, REACT DC 

uphill battle for both refugees 
and resettlement organiza-
tions, who have been working 
around the clock since the 
Taliban overtook Kabul, 
Afghanistan last August. 

The immediate goal for 
many agencies was to get 
families housed as quickly 
and efficiently as possi-
ble. Now that this has been 
accomplished, many refugees 
are having difficulty finding 
work – a struggle exacerbated 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the already saturated U.S. 
job market and temporary 
humanitarian parole status on 
which many are depending. 

Lisa Maddox, an Alex-
andria resident and opera-
tion liaison with resettlement 
nonprofit REACT DC, is work-
ing closely with several fami-
lies to find them employment, 
English second language 
classes and social services 
benefits. 

A former CIA officer whose 
prior service in Afghanistan 
inspired her to help, Maddox 
said that resettlement orga-
nizations are evolving and 
growing with the needs as 
they present themselves. 

“It’s now about jobs and 
really settling in for the long 
term. Most of [the refugees] 
have roofs over their heads, at 
least temporarily, but getting 
settled here and building and 
sustaining a life with employ-
ment and mental health 
resources and cultural know-
how is the new focus and the 
new push,” Maddox said. 

According to the U.S. State 
Department, more than 4,000 
refugees have come to the 
Northern Virginia area, many 
of whom ended up in Alex-
andria. Most of the refugees 
were part of the Afghan civil 
workforce, and Maddox said 
that the two specific families 
she mentors are vastly more 
educated than that which is 
required for the jobs they’re 
applying for. 

One man worked on a 

major USAID-funded develop-
ment project and for Afghan-
istan’s national utility. He’s 
now delivering flowers. 

Another woman worked 
as a special advisor to an 
Afghanistan senior adminis-
trator on women’s issues and 
is currently applying to jobs at 
Target and Starbucks. She was 
rejected from one company 
that deemed her “overquali-
fied.” 

“So now we have two to 
three versions of their resumes 
that you can tailor to different 
positions,” Maddox said. “I 
want to keep that final resume 
with all of their university 
degrees and incredible experi-
ence that they had … but they 
have to start 20 steps behind.” 

This is a normal trajec-
tory for refugees, REACT 
DC Founder and CEO Amy 
Marden said. She pointed to 
many refugees’ lack of access 
to professional networks and 
the inherent skill required to 
navigate the U.S. job market 
as contributing factors to the 
struggle to find work. 

The other issue at hand 
is that many refugees lack 
the necessary “soft skills,” or 
common skills applicable to 
all professions, such as profes-
sional writing, public speak-
ing and communication styles 
specific to the United States. 

“Even if they have the hard 
job skills to do the job, some of 
the soft communication, just 
how-things-work-in-the-U.S. 
business skills are not devel-
oped yet. And I think that’s 
where we’re falling down 
a lot,” Marden said. “Their 
resume shows their experi-
ence and getting in the inter-
view, but during the interview 
they communicate differ-
ently.” 

According to Marden, 
resettlement agencies are 
working to communicate 
with employers that although 
interviews with refugees may 
not resemble a typical U.S. 
citizen interview, they still 

REFUGEES FROM | 1
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Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Since our first renovation over 60 years ago 
we've been a team of visionaries. Our unique 
approach to the remodeling process is tried 
and true. It's so effective that we had to give it a 
name: The CaseStudy‰. We guide you through 
every step, using 3D renderings to bring new 
possibilities to light. At every phase of our work,
we'll maintain strict attention to time and budget. 
Don't forget our 5-year warranty. Because you 
are our highest priority.

The CaseStudy‰

Are our ultimate pursuits.
Whether you're considering an
outdoor oasis, food lover's kitchen,
or owner's suite. Because during these
times, home is more important than ever.

Balance. Harmony. Beauty.
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offer great value and should 
therefore not be dismissed 
right off the bat. 

REACT DC offers various 
services such as one-on-one 
mentorship programs and 
job fairs to foster networking 
opportunities. In addition to 
former Afghan government 
officials, the organization also 
assists many female caregiv-
ers in entering the workforce 
for the first time. Many don’t 
have English language skills, 
so REACT DC works to help 
them develop proficiency and 
thus become more competitive 
in the job market. Through her 
professional network alone, 
Maddox has raised more than 
$20,000 specifically for ESL 
skills. 

“There is a long-term goal 
there to get the women that 
are sitting in the apartments 
taking care of the younger 
kids out and talking and 
meeting people, generating 
ideas,” Maddox said. “It’s the 
first of 55 steps they’re going 
to take to settle in and possi-
bly find viable work and a life 

outside of the home, but I 
think those things are just so 
key and cannot be overlooked 
at all.” 

The organization also 
offers a three-hour cultural 
orientation training that 
covers topics such as employ-
ment, lease agreements, 
neighborhood disputes and 
schooling. It also offers an 
eight-week course that more 
deeply explores U.S. history 
and culture. 

Additionally, the organiza-
tion offers navigation through 
job websites as well as creation 
and submission of cover 
letters and resumes. It helps 
familiarize refugees with what 
emailed communication in the 
United States looks like, which 
Marden said is very different 
from other cultures. 

“There’s a style to it that’s 
not the same style the rest of 
the world uses,” Marden said. 
“We’re very brief as a culture 
– a lot of bullet points, a lot 
of incomplete sentences. 
Especially when English is 
not your first language, you 
have a tendency to explain 
more because you’re inher-

ently concerned that they’re 
not understanding you. … 
We work a lot on the nuts and 
bolts of professional commu-
nication.” 

So far, Marden said prog-
ress has been gradual, citing 
both a decent amount of wins 
and simultaneous frustra-
tions. The organization cele-
brates whenever someone 
gets a job in order to keep up 
morale, but at the same time 
is constantly figuring out how 
to recalibrate when some-
one applies for work time and 
time again without hearing 
anything back. 

Some immigrants are 
special visa holders and will 
become green card holders, 
meaning they will achieve 
permanency status in the 
United States. However, most 
have a two-year right to 
remain in the country through 
humanitarian parole. Marden 
said this can be problematic 
from an employer’s perspec-
tive, as the Afghan Adjust-
ment Act has not been passed 
and has very little traction. 
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COURTESY PHOTO
Resettlement nonprofit REACT DC hosts a wide variety of events, from cultural integration training to 
International Women’s Day celebrations.
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com  

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 35 

years of experience 
to work for you!  

 
We are booking 

summer work now. 
Call us today 

to schedule your 
free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 
703.739.2847 • www.highlandecopest.com

Seasonal Discounts available!
Bee-Friendly Mosquito & Tick Control

Virginia Hills Swim Club 
6500 Virginia Hills Pool Dr.
Alexandria, VA 22310
www.vahillspool.com 

Now welcoming new members.
No wait list! 

Home to the Tidal Wave Swim 
Team, part of  the NVSL.
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Now Open
Potomac Yard 

Spring on low prices! 

Potomac Yard Center 
3901 Richmond Hwy
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Hours: Mon– Sat: 9am to 10pm
Sun: 9am to 8pm
571-257-2168

Potomac Yard Center
3901 Richmond Hwy
Alexandria, VA 22305

  POTOMAC YARD

Now Open! Prices and coupon valid 4/13/2022 - 4/24/2022 Prices may vary by location. 
Rebate offers vary. While supplies last. Limit one offer per transaction. Rebate offers 
valid in-store only, see store for details. Total Wine & More is not responsible for 
typographical errors, human error or supplier price increases. We reserve the 
right to limit quantities. Loyalty points not redeemable on gift cards, classes, 
tastings, deposits, rentals and ice. Total Wine & More is a registered trademark 
of RSSI. © 2022 Retail Services & Systems, Inc. All rights reserved. Please drink 
responsibly. Use a designated driver.

VISIT TOTALWINE.COM 
FOR DELIVERY AND 
IN-STORE PICK UP

ALSO VISIT US IN
BALLSTON
LANDMARK
SPRINGFIELD
MCLEAN
FAIRFAX
STERLING

RESTON
CHANTILLY
MANASSAS 
LEESBURG
GAINESVILLE 
FREDERICKSBURG

DOWNLOAD 
OUR AWARD-
WINNING APP

10% Off Wine
Excludes items with prices ending in 7. Cannot be combined with any other Total Wine & More WINE Coupon 
or Case Discount. Coupon valid in the Potomac Yard, VA location only. Not valid on previous purchases. Limit 
one online code per customer. Offer valid 4/13/2022 - 4/24/2022. Valid in-store, on the Total Wine app or at 
TotalWine.com. For in-store purchases, must present coupon at time of purchase. One-time-use coupon.

40000007065   

40000007065   

ONLINE CODE 7065WINERY DIRECT® COUPON  |  Valid 4/13/2022 - 4/24/2022

Save 10% on 750ml and 1.5L Winery Direct® Wines.

* No further discount available.

90
BEVERAGE 

DYNAMICS 

Meiomi Pinot 
Noir California 
750ml

15.97

3 FOR $33*
Buttercream 
Chardonnay 
California 750ml

11.00
WHEN YOU BUY 3
14.99

Kim Crawford 
Sauvignon 
Blanc New 
Zealand 750ml

11.47

La Vostra 
Prosecco 
Italy 750ml

10.34
W/COUPON
11.49

Port City 
Monumental 
IPA 6-12oz btls

8.99

Devils 
Backbone 
Vienna Lager 
12-12oz btls

15.99
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“Employers know that 
these people have no long-
term path to remain in the 
U.S. Especially when you’re 
looking at asking them, ‘Can 
you train them, do the job 
and then retain them?’ now 
they’re asking, ‘But what 
about in two years when they 
don’t have a way to stay here 
anymore?’” Marden said.

Maddox projected that 
tangible effects will appear 
more this fall, after a year 
has passed since refugees 
began entering the country, 
and after many mass asylum 
applications for permanent 
residency are further along in 
the process. 

“I think it’s still too early 
because we’re at a bit of a crit-
ical juncture where people 
are starting to get their feet 
underneath them but it’s not 
fully there,” Maddox said. 

However, there are some 
success stories. 

Faheem Ahmad, 24, an 
Afghan refugee who resettled 
in Alexandria, said his journey 
to the United States was rife 
with complications, including 
hearing gunshots and explo-
sions around the Kabul airport 
during an 81-hour sleepless 
evacuation process. 

After eventually landing 
in the U.S., Ahmad applied for 
work authorization in Decem-
ber 2021. His approval arrived 
in March 2022 and he imme-
diately embarked on a job 
search. He hopped on the job 
search website Indeed and 
after some perusing, found an 

open position as a cashier at 
Ross Dress for Less.

Ahmad submitted an appli-
cation and a few weeks later, 
landed an interview. After-
ward, he received a call that he 
got the job. Ahmad’s  first day 
of work was Sunday, which he 
said was slightly nerve-wrack-
ing but mostly filled with grat-
itude. 

Ahmad, who graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration with 
a specialization in human 
resource management in May 
2019, said that he mainly 
experienced relief upon secur-

ing the job. 
“It really made me happy 

because right now I imme-
diately need a job to be in a 
financially stable situation, 
so I was very happy that I 
successfully achieved my job,” 
Ahmad said. 

Ahmad said that his next 
steps include seeking asylum 
and pursuing postsecond-
ary education in information 
technology to provide a better 
life for his future children. 

“I don’t want my chil-
dren and my grandchildren 
to be refugees again. I want 
to permanently reside in the 

USA and become a green card 
holder and citizen so that my 
children and the future gener-
ation can have a safe haven to 
live and reside permanently,” 
he said. 

For Marden, the work is far 
from over. She underscored 
REACT DC’s commitment to 
working alongside refugees 
every step of the way. She said 
the aim is not to place refu-
gees  in the first job they land, 
but rather to aid in honing the 
skills necessary to continue 
climbing the career ladder.  
The goal is to help them, then 
keep helping them. 

“It’s not about placing 
someone and then walking 
away. It’s about placing them 
and making sure that they’re 
thriving, and then continu-
ing to engage with them to 
be able to outskill and then 
move up, either within the 
same company or transition to 
another company in the long-
term,” Marden said.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

I want to permanently reside in the USA and 
become a green card holder and citizen so that 

my children and the future generation can have 
a safe haven to live and reside permanently.”

– Faheem Ahmad, 
Afghan refugee
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   Celebrate Holy Week and Easter at Immanuel

Maundy Thursday - Immanuel Chapel
• 6:30 PM, Holy Eucharist with choir and violin, Foot Washing,  
and Stripping of the Altar.

Good Friday, April 15 - Immanuel Chapel
• 12 PM, Stations of the Cross
• 6:30 PM, The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday

Holy Saturday, April 16 - Immanuel Chapel
• 7:30 PM, The Great Vigil of Easter

3606 SEMINARY RD. ALEXANDRIA, VA, 22304 | 703-370-6555 | WWW.ICOH.NET

Easter Sunday,  April 17 - The Feast of the Resurrection
Zabriskie Chapel, 3606 Seminary Rd.
• 7:30 AM, Easter Holy Eucharist (traditional service with no music).
• 9:00 AM, Joy Mass (a brief service especially for young children  
not yet vaccinated and their families).

Immanuel Chapel, 3737 Seminary Rd.
• 9:00 AM, Festival Holy Eucharist with choir, brass, and timpani.
Followed by children’s Easter Egg hunt. 
• 11:15 AM, Festival Holy Eucharist with choir, brass, and timpani.  
Followed by children’s Easter Egg hunt.
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Zeina Azzam is the first 
Arab American to hold 
the title
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

From an early age, Zeina 
Azzam has been deeply fasci-
nated by poetry. 

Azzam grew up reading the 
likes of E.E. Cummings, T.S. 
Eliot and Pablo Neruda, which 
initially piqued her sense of 
wonder. Then it was Naomi 
Shihab Nye, who validated 
her desire to explore Pales-
tinian culture, and sprinkled 
throughout were poets such as 
Lucille Clifton and Joy Harjo. 
During this time, Azzam also 
took a crack at writing and 
honing her own poetry. 

It wasn’t until about 10 
to 12 years ago that Azzam 
began submitting her work for 
publication. Since then, she’s 
appeared in various journals 
and earned both local and 
national recognition. Earlier 
this month she was named 
Alexandria’s first Arab Amer-
ican poet laureate, a title she 
will hold for the next three 
years. 

“It’s really exciting,” 
Azzam said. “I can’t tell you 
how honored I am. It’s just 
such a wonderful post, and it 
really tells me how much the 
city prioritizes poetry and 
the arts. One of the wonder-
ful things about Alexandria is 
that it puts a premium on the 

arts, and I just find that really 
wonderful.” 

According to Azzam, 
who grew up in a Palestinian 
household, poetry is greatly 
valued in Arab culture. This 
inculcated her with an inter-
est and respect for the craft 
early on, something that 
later carried her through her 
post-secondary studies.  

Azzam holds a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from 
Vassar College, a master’s 
degree in sociology from 
George Mason University and 
a master’s degree in literature 
from Georgetown University. 

While writing poetry in 
her free time, Azzam worked 
full-time at the Center for 

Contemporary Arab Stud-
ies at Georgetown University 
for 27 years, during which 
she served as the director of 
educational outreach to K-12 
teachers in the D.C. metropol-
itan area. This role included 
teaching about the Arab world 
and Middle East in general 
through workshops, speaking 
events and one on one conver-
sations with educators. Previ-
ously, she worked at the center 
in administration, event 
organizing and fundraising 
to grow the institution and 
spread its mission. 

Though she enjoyed her 
full-time work, Azzam felt 
a growing internal desire to 
share her thoughts and expe-
riences. This yearning mani-
fested in Azzam’s decision to 
finally put her poetry out into 
the world. 

“I have a lot to say about the 
world and about my experi-
ence in the world, and I wanted 
to share it with the world. And 
I wanted to share it with my 
family and friends. [Poetry] 

is a form of expression, it’s a 
form of communication and 
it’s a form of creativity. So, all 
of those things coalesced for 
me,” Azzam said.

A blend of laser-focused 
personal experiences and 
broader-scale musings about 
the world have found their 
way into Azzam’s poetry, 
which she describes as mostly 
free verse.

On one hand, her work is 
informed by her own immi-
grant experience. Azzam’s 
parents were Palestinian refu-
gees who spoke Arabic as their 
first language. Her family 
moved to the United States 
when Azzam was 10 years 
old, and much of her poetry 
explores issues related to refu-
gees, immigrants and bicul-
turalism. 

“Those were formative 
experiences in my life, so I do 
talk a lot about them,” Azzam 
said. “I think I do bring to the 
table some experiences that 
some others may not have … 
and I think having had those 
experiences in my life makes 
me more sensitive to the expe-
riences of others, of people 
who are marginalized in soci-
ety, about other immigrants, 
about the kinds of challenges 
people have. It has opened my 
eyes so much to have had that 
background.”

Yet on the other hand, 
Azzam also infuses her 
work with universal themes 
about love, loss and nature. 
Her poetry chapbook, 
“Bayna Bayna, In-Between,” 
published in 2021 by The 
Poetry Box, combines both 
anecdotal experiences and 
larger, more general messages 
relatable to everyone. One of 
the poems in the chapbook 
was subsequently nominated 
for a Pushcart Prize.

The word “bayna” is Arabic 
for “between” and repeating it 
is synonymous with “betwixt 
and between.” Azzam used 
this as a running theme in the 
book “as a way to talk about 
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City names new poet laureate
 PHOTO/LENA SEIKALY

Zeina Azzam reads poetry at the Athenaeum.

I have a lot to say about the world and about my 
experience in the world, and I wanted to share it 

with the world. ... [Poetry] is a form of expression, it’s a 
form of communication and it’s a form of creativity.”

– Zeina Azzam, 
poet laureate, Alexandria
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being in between cultures, 
in between languages, in 
between homes.” 

Azzam said that as she has 
grown older, she’s realized 
that being in between cultures 
is not a liability, but a remark-
ably enriching experience. 

“But also, I think the inbe-
tweenness is something that 
all of us feel – in between 
living and dying, in between 
being a child and being a 
parent. These in-between 
spaces are ways to describe all 
of our experiences in a way – 
it’s just that we all have kinds 
of in-between spaces in our 
lives,” Azzam said. 

Outside of her poetry 
career, Azzam works with 
NAACP Alexandria and Grass-
roots Alexandria, focusing on 
issues like affordable housing 
and aiding the city’s undocu-
mented community.

“I feel that Alexandria 
is very much my home. I 
love living here. And I think 
through my work with Grass-
roots I’ve gotten to know so 
many different people and so 
many different communities 

within Alexandria,” Azzam 
said. “ … Although there are 
issues here, I feel very much 
heard. When you work on the 
local level, you feel like you 
can get things accomplished.” 

During her tenure as poet 
laureate, Azzam aims to 
better Alexandria through 
various poetry-related events 
and programs. One of her 
official duties includes writ-
ing about five poems each 
year that commemorate vari-
ous historic events in Alex-
andria. For example, Azzam is 
currently working on a piece to 
honor lynching victim Joseph 
McCoy, who was murdered in 
Old Town on April 23, 1897. 

As part of National Poetry 
Month, Azzam will also host 
the Poem in Your Pocket 
celebration on April 28 at 
the Athenaeum, located at 
210 Prince St. Former poet 
laureate KaNikki Jakarta and 
winning poets of the 2022 
DASHing Words in Motion, 
whose work will appear inside 
the DASH buses for the next 
few months, will be in atten-
dance as well.

Additionally, Azzam is 
in the process of organiz-

ing several poetry work-
shops, one of which might be 
in partnership with Tenants 
and Workers United during 
its youth summer camp. The 
hope, Azzam emphasized, is 
doing what she can to instill 

in the community a wider 
appreciation for poetry over 
the course of her term as poet 
laureate. 

“Poetry is a beautiful tool 
for one to express oneself 
and then to work together,” 

Azzam said. “We have a really 
diverse community, and 
[poetry is] something that we 
can all appreciate together. 
Whether we’re reading it or 
writing it, it’s a great thing.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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 PHOTO/JEFF NORMAN
Zeina Azzam was inducted as poet laureate on April 9 at the Athenaeum. She will hold the position for 
the next three years.

 PHOTO/LENA SEIKALY
Azzam is the first Arab American to hold the title of Alexandria  
poet laureate.
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With Potomac river views from nearly every room plus a boat slip, 2 Wolfe Street offers a rare waterfront lifestyle 

opportunity in the heart of Old Town Alexandria.  The flexible floor plan allows for a variety of entertaining and day-

to-day life-style options. There is plenty of room to host large groups, and the home is equally suited for intimate 

gatherings of just a few friends. Imagine weekend boat rides with friends and family, hosting dinner at home while 

enjoying the river views, strolling along the waterfront or enjoying dinner at one of dozens of neighboring restaurants.  

In the morning wake up to picturesque sunrises and in the evening enjoy the view of the colorful lights and occasional 

fireworks across the river at National Harbor.  A 35-foot boat slip, over-sized 2-car garage plus driveway for two 

additional cars, abundant storage, 4 fireplaces, wood-paneled library and living room, top-of-the line sound system 

throughout and many more custom upgrades are included. Enjoy Old Town living all in close proximity to Ronald 

Reagan National Airport, Amazon’s HQ2, The Capitol, White House and all Washington D.C. has to offer.

Rare waterfront opportunity in Old Town

©2022 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

Heather Corey

+1 703 989 1183 

hcorey@ttrsir.com  

Alexandria Brokerage

400 S Washington Street

Alexandria, VA

2  W O L F E  ST R E E T  A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  2 2 3 14  |  $  3 , 9 9 5 ,0 0 0
3  B E D S  |  3  F U L L B AT H S ,  2  H A L F  B AT H S  |  4 ,6 8 5  S Q  F T
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A look at Alexandria’s 
89th Garden Club of 
Virginia Tour
BY KIM DAVIS

Alexandria is home to 
several exceptional garden 
clubs whose members include 
everyone from certified 
professional gardeners and 
amateur gardeners exploring 
their green thumbs to floral 
designers who create stunning 
displays for weddings. There 
are also students and dabblers 
of horticulture whose gardens 
convey sublime curb appeal, 
conservationists who fight to 
protect the environment and 
historic preservationists who 
work to restore important 
Virginia landmarks. 

On April 23, two local 
clubs, the Hunting Creek 
Garden Club and The Garden 
Club of Alexandria, will pres-
ent the 89th annual Old Town 
Alexandria Historic Garden 
Week home and garden tour, 
a beloved springtime tradition 
that dates to 1929.

GCA was the sole presenter 
of the fledgling Garden Club of 
Virginia Historic Garden Week 
statewide tour for 23 years. 

“According to historical 
documents, our club provided 
hostesses for Gunston Hall in 
1929. Alexandria did not have 
homes represented on the tour 
until 1930. At that time, the 
tour was dispersed in homes 
throughout Alexandria rather 
[than] only in Old Town,” GCA 

Club President and third-gen-
eration member Cathy Tyler 
said. 

In 1952, Hunting Creek 
Garden Club joined GCA to 
present the Old Town tour, 
a partnership that endures 
to this day. The clubs rotate 
primary responsibility for the 
tour annually.

“Although our club partic-
ipated in the GCV tour before 
Hunting Creek became 
involved, we enjoy a cama-
raderie of interests,” Tyler 
said. “Besides sharing respon-
sibilities in presenting the 
tour, we are all great friends 
and enjoy working together.” 

The Old Town tour is part 
of the GCV’s eight-day state-
wide event from April 23 to 

30 encompassing 128 private 
homes and gardens. Proceeds 
fund the restoration and pres-
ervation of nearly 50 of Virgin-
ia’s historic public gardens 
and landscapes and a research 
fellowship program in land-
scape architecture.

This year’s event show-
cases five historic private 
homes and gardens adorned 
with exquisite floral arrange-
ments designed and executed 
by garden club members as 
well as six historic public prop-
erties located in Alexandria 
and Fairfax County.

Preparation for each year’s 
tour begins two years in 
advance, as tour chairs secure 
a collection of homes centered 
within a specific geographic 
area in Old Town to facilitate a 
walkable tour. Once the homes 
and gardens are lined up, the 
tour chairs then assume over-
all management, appoint-
ing subcommittee chairs for 
specific aspects of event plan-
ning.  Meanwhile, planning 
for the following year’s tour is 
already underway by whatever 
sister club is not planning the 
tour that year.

“We are grateful for the 
many gracious homeowners 
who open their homes, offer-
ing a glimpse behind the doors 
of Old Town’s historic prop-
erties and beautiful spring 
gardens,” tour co-Chair Jackie 
Locke said.

“In addition to provid-
ing inspiration for décor and 
gardening design, the tour 
raises funds critical to the 
restoration and preservation 
of Virginia’s historic trea-
sures,” Co-Chair Emily Jones 
said. 

Homeowners often spend 
months preparing their 
homes and gardens, under-
taking updates and plant-
ing their gardens with bulbs 
timed to bloom around the 
day of the tour. For home-
owners involved in the annual 
tour, the event provides them 
with an opportunity to not 
only show off their home but 
the history of Old Town as a 

neighborhood. 
“Built in the 1790s, my 

residence originally backed up 
to an oyster processing plant, 
which was not uncommon at 
that time,” Kristen Frykman, 
owner of 515 S. Fairfax St., one 
of the homes on this year’s 
tour, said. “Residences, manu-
facturing, carpentry shops, dry 
goods shops and professional 
offices all shared this early Old 
Town neighborhood.”

Frykman completed a reno-
vation in 2019 and frequently 
finds oyster shells in her 
garden.

Visitors also delight in 
floral arrangements created 
by club members within each 
home.  Each floral arrange-
ment is designed to comple-
ment the décor and style of the 
home and involves months of 
preparation. Arrangers create 
artistic renderings to guide 
selections of containers, floral 
materials and fresh spring 
greenery cut from members’ 
gardens. 

This year, the GCV chal-
lenged arranging teams to 
use sustainable materials 
for their designs in place of 
petroleum-derived materi-
als containing toxic, non-bio-
degradable chemicals such 
as formaldehyde. Teams are 
pivoting to reusable materials 
such as chicken wire, flower 
frogs and waterproof floral 
tape to stabilize flowers in 
containers. A new sustain-
able material on the market 
is also being tested, but head 
arranger Laura Francis has so 
far found it a difficult material 
with which to work.

“Historic Garden Week 
flower arranging day is my 
favorite garden club day of the 
year,” Francis, who has more 
than 20 years of experience 
arranging floral bouquets for 
events, said. “Generations of 
garden club members pass 
along age-old flower arrang-
ing traditions to younger 
generations each year. It is a 
privilege to be part of a culture 

Historic Home and  
Garden Tour returns

 PHOTO/CLAIRE EDWARDS
The garden at 206 Duke St. is bursting with colorful tulips, daffodils and grape hyacinths.
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that celebrates floral design as 
an art.”

Club designers give all 
the home arrangements to 
owners to enjoy. Many home-
owners use the occasion to 
host parties for friends and 
neighbors following the tour, 
extending the festivities in an 
informal way.

For many homeowners, the 
tour gives them a chance to 
learn more about the history 
of their historic home, which 
can sometimes yield a surprise 
or two.

Mark and Catherine 
Hill’s home at 512 Prince St., 
formerly the residence of 
Patsy Ticer, the first woman to 
serve as Alexandria’s mayor, is 
another of the houses on this 
year’s tour. The Hills discov-
ered an unusual series of arch-
ways in their basement upon 
purchasing the property. 
Following a bit of research, 
Mark Hill, a history buff and 
Carlyle House board member, 
discovered the arches were 
likely the foundation of a 
small bridge.

“Much to our astonish-
ment, our property is located 
on an old stream bed that once 
held a small bridge providing 
safe access to Prince Street 
from the original 1783 struc-
ture; later, the arches were 
used to support the front 
portion of the house built in 
the early [to] mid 1800s,” Hill 
said.

The other private resi-
dences along this year’s tour 
route have equally compelling 
stories to tell.

The nucleus of the restored 
carriage house at 508 S. Fair-
fax St. was built as a horse 
stable between 1801 and 1807 
and remodeled in 1874. It was 
once owned by a direct descen-
dant of Thomas Jefferson. The 
current garden features many 
ornamental elements includ-
ing a female goddess sculpture 
from Bali. 

At 206 Duke St., Alex-
andria’s famous connection 
with George Washington 
comes to life. The house was 
originally a frame structure 
built in 1794 by George Cory-
ell, whose father was George 
Washington’s guide during 

the Revolutionary War. The 
family was said to have rowed 
Washington across the Dela-
ware River in December 1776 
for the surprise attack against 
the British. The current brick 
townhouse dates to 1836. 

The present owners reno-
vated the property in 2013, 
adding environmentally 
friendly geothermal wells 
underground that heat and 
cool the house. A feature of 
the garden is a large birdhouse 
replica of the Grand Pagoda at 
Kew Gardens in Great Britain.

The home at 323 Duke St. 
was constructed as a long hori-
zontal structure around 1800.  
The part that is currently on 
the property was a carpentry 
shop for many years. It was 
renovated in the 1950s by a 
local restorationist and again 
by current owners who added 
a second-floor bedroom, bath 
and dormer.

The tour also includes 
six notable public proper-
ties, including Carlyle House; 
Lee-Fendall House; River 
Farm; George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon; Green Spring 
Gardens and Gunston Hall.

Tickets are available for 
$55 at www.vagardenweek.org 
and at the Alexandria Visitor 
Center, 221 King St., on tour 
day. 

In addition to present-
ing the Old Town HGW tour 
annually, the two clubs have 
long histories of civic beau-
tification, conservation and 
education projects in Alex-
andria including gardens at 
The Athenaeum, Alexandria 
Hospital, Ramsay House, and 
Lee-Fendall House; conser-
vation support for Winkler 
Botanical Preserve, Hunt-
ley Meadows Park, and Green 
Spring Garden; and annual 
scholarships to Nature Camp 
to educate youths about 
nature.

Tickets are available for 
$55 at www.vagardenweek.org 
and at the Alexandria Visitor 
Center, 221 King St., on tour 
day.

-kturpindavis@aol.com

 PHOTO/JESSICA KIM
A map of Old Town locations included on the home and garden tour. 
The tour also features River Farm, Mount Vernon, Green Spring 
Gardens and Gunston Hall.
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April 30

The U.S. is experiencing an 
opioid epidemic and Alexandria 
is far from immune. The best 
way to fight this epidemic 
is to dispose of unused or 
expired prescription and 
over-the-counter medication. 
Individuals can drop off 
medication at these designated 
locations on April 30 or 
year-round at a permanent 
drop box location. Never flush 
medication down the toilet or 
place down the sink! Unsafe 
disposal of drugs can harm the 
environment. Everyone should 
stay up to date with COVID-19 
vaccines and get tested if they 
have symptoms. Individuals may 
choose to wear a mask at any 
time. Specific settings, such as 
health care and congregate 
facilities, may require masks.

To learn more about  
the importance of safe 
 medication disposal, visit  
alexandriava.gov/Opioids.
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The Alexandria City High 
School Science Olympiad team 
qualified for the state contest 
in its first year competing in 
the Virginia Science Olym-
piad. 

At the Virginia Science 
Olympiad State Competition, 
10 ACPS students placed in 
the top 10 in five events, and 
one student was awarded 
fifth place in his event. The 

students placed higher than 
any other team in the state in 
their first year of competing, 
resulting in the team winning 
the “Rookie of the Year” 
award. 

At its regional event, the 
ACHS team placed eighth and 
was one of 24 teams to advance 
to the Virginia Science Olym-
piad State Competition, which 
was held on March 26, 2022, 

at the University of Virginia. 
Science Olympiad is a nation-
ally run competition in which 
teams of high school students 
compete in 20 science-re-
lated events. Some events 
have students building cars, 
parachutes and airplanes, 
while others have students, 
such as ACHS senior and 
team manager Sabine Mead, 
compete as code busters. 

ACHS Science Olympiad competes in states

Metropolitan School of the 
Arts is performing its spring 
ballet, “Beauty and the Beast,” 
at the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial 
on May 7 and 8.

More than 40 Metropolitan 
School of the Arts students 

will perform “Beauty and the 
Beast,” including Danielle 
Jones, grade 12, who plays 
Beauty and was recently 
accepted into Pace University 
Dance Program, and Justin 
Roach, grade 11, who plays the 
Beast and will attend the MSA 

Summer Intensives and The 
Academy’s Musical Theater 
summer academy program.

The show is directed and 
choreographed by Jacqueline 
Doherty and assistant direc-
tor and choreographer Charlie 
Abel.

MSA to perform ‘Beauty and the Beast’

COURTESY PHOTO
Georgetown Visitation sophomore and Alexandria resident Lucy 
Thiessen earned Washington Post All-Met Honorable Mention 
honors for her stellar performance in this ice hockey season with 
the Cubs.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

From their elementary 
school years through their 
middle school experience, 
students at Jefferson-Hous-
ton PreK-8 IB School develop 
the intellectual, personal, 
emotional and social skills 
needed to live, learn and work 
in an increasingly global soci-
ety. The school’s exceptional 
leadership and staff have 
cultivated a learning environ-
ment that celebrates inquiry, 
discovery and diversity.

Jefferson-Houston’s Inter-
national Baccalaureate (IB) 
programs are simply among 
the best ways to encour-
age students to think glob-
ally, explore their connection 
to the world around them 
and recognize the value of 
working with others toward 
a shared goal. Every day, 
students at Jefferson-Hous-

ton rise to the level of high 
expectations set for achieve-
ment and effort. 

In addition to its rigor-
ous curriculum, the school’s 
strong family-school connec-
tions and community part-
nerships are driving factors 
of student success. Special 
initiatives include: LINK 
out-of-school time program-
ming; the AVID college 
preparation program; George 
Mason University - Early 
Identification Program and 
PTA-supported middle school 
clubs for anime, drama, 
debate and woodworking.

Housed in a state-of-
the-art facility in Old Town, 
Jefferson-Houston is the only 
fully authorized IB school in 
the city.

This is advertorial content.

Jefferson-Houston PreK-8 IB School
School Profile

School name: Jefferson-
Houston PreK-8 IB School
Address: 1501 Cameron 
St., Alexandria 22314
Built: 2014 
Grades: Pre-K to eighth grade
Number of students: 637
Mission: Our mission is to 
create a learning environment 
of high expectations, 
achievement and effective 
effort as emphasized through 
deliberate and rigorous 
instruction that encompasses 
the entire global community.
Mascot: Jaguar
Theme: Better together
Principal: Dr. John McCain
Staff with post-grad 
degrees: 86%
Website:  
www.acps.k12.va.us/jh
Contact:  703-706-4400

AT A GLANCE

PHOTOS/JEFFERSON-HOUSTON
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A special honor was 
awarded to Lauren Holthaus, 
the assistant principal at Cora 
Kelly School for Math, Science 
and Technology. Holthaus has 
been selected for the National 
Outstanding Assistant Prin-
cipal of the Year honor from 
the Virginia Association of 

Elementary School Principals 
and the National Association 
of Elementary School Princi-
pals. 

Cora Kelly Principal Jasibi 
Crews nominated Holthaus, 
highlighting how quickly she 
took to the administrative 
role that an assistant prin-

cipal holds with regard to 
Special Education since Cora 
Kelly houses the Autism, 
Social and Emotional Learn-
ing and Emotionally Disturbed 
programs. 

Holthaus will receive her 
award at the VAESP Annual 
Conference in June.

Assistant principal receives national award

This spring, students at 
Fusion Academy Alexandria 
gathered for a talent show. This 
student-led project saw partic-
ipants from middle and high 
school showing off their skills 
in front of a packed house. 

The acts consisted of a 
mix of solo and group perfor-
mances, with teachers popping 
in for support. Some students 
opted to perform classic 
covers, with Nirvana being the 
most popular choice. Others 

performed original pieces, 
some of which they created in 
their classes. From emotional 
ballads to electrifying guitar 
solos the performance was 
a hit and the audience was 
enraptured.

Fusion holds talent show

Browne Academy 8th grader 
Gabriel Swinton recently 
received an honorable mention 
in this year’s C-SPAN Student-
Cam competition.

C-SPAN’s annual competi-
tion invites students in grades 
six through 12 to explore the 
year’s theme in-depth and 
create a five- to six-min-
ute video documentary that 
explores various viewpoints 
on the topic. The 2022 prompt 

was to explore how a specific 
federal policy or program 
impacts the participant’s life 
and to evaluate it from multi-
ple perspectives. This year 
there were more than 3,000 
submissions from 41 states 
and Washington, D.C., South 
Korea and Morocco. After 
multiple rounds of judg-
ing, C-SPAN selected 150 
prize-winning documenta-
ries. 

Swinton’s documentary 
was titled “Gun Control: Why 
Something Needs to Change.” 
His biggest takeaway from the 
project was learning how gun 
violence can impact a normal 
person’s everyday life. 

Swinton said that he was 
“proud of my final docu-
mentary. I think it all came 
together really well and the 
end project was pretty good.” 
C-SPAN obviously agreed.

Browne student recognized in C-SPAN contest

COURTESY PHOTOS
Grace Episcopal School third graders count the gold used as bait in an attempt to lure leprechauns into 
their very sneaky homemade traps on St. Patrick’s Day.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

GIVE BACK TO 
THE COMMUNITY 

WE LOVE ON 
APRIL 27

Start giving today!  
Visit www.Spring2ACTion.org for a  

complete list of participating nonprofits.

Alexandria Times’
Cause of the Month

571.970.2615 
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Don and Megan Beyer navigate love and 
politics in their 35-year marriage

BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Live, laugh, campaign “I like to tell people I married the best politician in Virginia,” 
Don Beyer, U.S. representative for Virginia’s 8th district, said.

It’s hard to find a better summation of Don and Megan 
Beyer’s 35-year marriage, which has survived political 
campaigns for state and federal government posts plus an 
ambassadorship in Switzerland. The couple has navigated the 
perils and demands of political life together, yet their marriage 
remains as strong as ever.

Watching them interact, even over the virtual barrier of 
Zoom, they have the natural, lived-in chemistry of a couple 
that has been together for decades but the lively banter and 
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COURTESY PHOTO
Don and Megan Beyer married on Sept. 19, 1987 at Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill in Alexandria, Megan’s hometown.
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loving glances of newlyweds. 
Megan, a reporter, activ-
ist and advocate of women’s 
rights, is a live wire, with an 
infectious laugh and charisma 
to spare. Don, surprisingly 
soft-spoken for a congress-
man, weaves in and out of 
his wife’s stories, interjecting 
sarcastic, casually hilarious 
jokes or taking center stage 
with his in-depth knowledge 
of Virginia politics.

Like a jazz band, they know 
when to cede the floor to their 
partner’s solo flights of fancy 
and when to jump in with their 
own flourishes. But it took a 
while to get to this point, not 
so much in their marriage but 
in the early goings of their 
relationship. 

A slow start
The couple first met at 

the June 1984 Jefferson-Jack-
son Dinner, an annual fund-
raiser for Democrats. Don was 
working on the campaign for 
Virginia gubernatorial candi-
date Gerald Baliles, while 
Megan was there as a reporter. 
Their first interaction was 
an interview, but despite the 
formal context of their meet-
cute, they both felt an almost 
immediate connection.

Megan said she was moved 
by Don’s heartfelt speeches 
and ability to rally people with 
his words, which was also her 
first inkling that he could have 
a successful run at political 
office himself.

“I would be like, ‘Down, 
girl’ because I would get these 
goosebumps because they 
were great speeches,” Megan 
said. “It really was because of 
his heart and his commitment 
to the country and all that, 
and it came across in those 
speeches.” 

“What was it for you?” 
Megan asked Don about their 
early connection.

“I’m trying to remember,” 

Don volleyed back to her with 
a wry smile. 

“It was everything,” he 
added. “She was so smart, 
incredibly smart and incredi-
bly charming and positive and 
bubbly and beautiful. There 
was nothing not to like. I both 
had a crush, but I was also 
comfortable with her from the 
very beginning.”

After two years of chat-
ting at political events, Megan 
began to wonder if Don would 
ever make a move.

“I thought he liked me, 
but he never did ask me out,” 
Megan said.

“I was too shy to ask her 
out, especially a reporter? 
I mean, that would be too 
dangerous,” Don joked.

It got to a point where 
Megan was making increas-
ingly overt comments in order 
to get Don to ask her out. 
Eventually, Megan said she 
“had given up on him,” but the 
two eventually reconnected 
at a party at Quigley’s in D.C. 
Don’s friend was looking for 
single men to attend, and Don 
begrudgingly agreed to make 
an appearance.

“I sat out in the car for 20 
minutes and promised myself 
I was going in for one beer and 
then I was leaving,” Don said.

Neither knew the other 
would be at the party, but 
they naturally found one 
another and struck up a 
conversation. Coincidentally, 
Don had bought tickets for a 
“completely depressing Scan-
dinavian play” at Arena Stage 
the next night and could not 
find anyone to go with him. By 
the end of the night, Don had 
finally asked Megan out for 
their first date. By the end of 
the following night, both Don 
and Megan would never go on 
a first date again.

Their first date on April 10, 
1986, involved dinner at The 
Palm in D.C., the play at Arena 
Stage and an evening walk 
through one of D.C.’s most 

iconic locations.
“He took me to the Lincoln 

Memorial, and he knew every-
thing you could possibly know 
about Lincoln,” Megan said. “I 
found out later he was a park 
ranger his first year out of 
college, and he was a docent 
at the Lincoln Memorial. I was 
like, ‘The man is brilliant! He 
knows everything!’ … That’s 
like catnip to me.”

The next few dates took 
place in rapid succession, one 
at a baseball game, followed by 
a 12-hour date that went from 
Sunday brunch to rock climb-
ing to a poetry reading and 
then dinner.

“It was one of those things 
where once we got going, we 
were together,” Megan said.

“Then I basically recall 
being with you every evening 
until we got married,” Don 
added. “I don’t know if it’s true, 
but that’s what I remember.”

The Beyer test
According to Don, he knew 

pretty early on that he wanted 
to marry Megan, but he had 
made a rule for himself that 
they needed to date for at 
least a year before propos-
ing to her. Don had previ-
ously been married for 14 
years before getting divorced. 
He had two children from his 
first marriage, and the divorce 
impacted his approach to 
his new relationship, Megan 
noted.

“He was vetting me. He had 
had a marriage before and that 
wasn’t what he had planned in 
life, to have a divorce, ever,” 
Megan said.

In retrospect, Megan said 
she realizes how many of the 
moments leading up Don’s 
proposal in April 1987 were 
“tests” in one way or another. 
He had her take the Myers-
Briggs personality test to 
gauge their compatibility and 
even had them both get certi-
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There was nothing not to like. I both 
had a crush, but I was also comfortable 

with her from the very beginning.”
– Don Beyer,  

U.S. representative, Virginia, 8th district
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fied to summit climb Mount 
Rainier.

“Now that I know him, 
he’s a guy who makes lists and 
checks things off it,” Megan 
said. “On the way back from 
Seattle, he’s asleep and he has 
this list and one of the things 
on the list was ‘get married.’ 
And I’m like, ‘I sure hope it’s 
me. I did pass the climbing 
test.’”

One week shy of a year, 
Don made reservations at 
the Inn at Little Washing-
ton in Washington, Virginia 
where he planned to propose 
to Megan over dinner. He had 
it all planned out, with wine, 
champagne, and flowers.

“Then she blew it,” Don 
chuckled.

“I looked out the window 
and I said, ‘Full moon and he’s 
ordering champagne. Don, do 
you have a question you want 
to ask me?’” Megan said.

Don delayed his dinner 
proposal plans: “That’s 
incredibly trite. I wouldn’t do 
that,” he said sarcastically to 
Megan – only to propose to 
her later on a walk through 

Little Washington. The day 
after Don proposed, the couple 
had what they claim is their 
first and only fight – about 
who would be invited to the 
wedding.

An Alexandria wedding
Given that Megan was 

born and raised in Alexan-
dria, it only made sense to 
hold the wedding in the Port 
City. The Beyers were married 
at Immanuel Church-on-the-
Hill on Sept. 19, 1987. Twen-
ty-three years later, in 2010, 
the chapel where the Beyers 
were married burned to the 
ground.

“We haven’t quite figured 
out what your wedding venue 
burning down has to say about 
you,” Don said.

The Beyers held their 
wedding reception at an iconic 
Alexandria location: Wood-
lawn & Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
Pope-Leighey House. Despite 
the beautiful location, more 
than a week of rain prior to the 
wedding put a literal damper 
on the Beyers’ special day.

“It was like a monsoon. It 
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I looked out the window and I said, ‘Full moon and he’s ordering 
champagne. Don, do you have a question you want to ask me?”

– Megan Beyer,  
reporter

COURTESY PHOTO
Campaigning and political life are demanding, but the Beyers said 
their relationship is stronger and deeper than it’s ever been.
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was so terrible,” Megan said. 
“It’s one of those things where 
you’re like, ‘These are really 
good friends of mine hanging 
out and standing in this freez-
ing cold.”

Given Don’s involve-
ment in campaigning, poli-
tics dominated the evening, 
as the talk of the town was 
former Republican U.S. Sen. 
Paul Trible’s decision not to 
run for re-election after one 
term, news he announced the 
weekend of the wedding. The 
wedding was just the begin-
ning of how politics would 
dominate the Beyers’ lives for 
the next three decades.

Life on the 
campaign trail

Within six months of 
getting married, Don was off 
and running with his first 
campaign for Virginia lieu-
tenant governor. According to 
Don, he always had an inter-
est in running but had never 
found the right time. Fortu-
nately, in Megan, he found 
a partner who was just as 
passionate about his political 
career as he was.

“I had covered all these 
statewide candidates, and 

I was like, ‘Don, you are so 
much better than so many of 
these people,’” Megan said. 
“He used to introduce Baliles, 
and I’d say, ‘He ought to be the 
candidate.’ So, I was all in.”

The demands of campaign-
ing were intense, but Megan 
was with Don, if not in front 
of him, every step of the way. 
The 1989 Democratic primary 
for lieutenant governor was 
close between Beyer and long-
time Virginia politician Dick 
Saslaw. After the Democratic 
Caucus in 1989, the Demo-
cratic candidate for lieutenant 
governor was still indetermi-
nate.

“There were 459 uncom-
mitted delegates, so we put 
all their names up on this big 
board and [Megan] and I called 
every one every day,” Don 
said. “After about three weeks, 
we had a majority. She’s hard 
to say no to.”

Beyer would go on to 
defeat Republican State Sen. 
Edwina Dalton and serve with 
Gov. Douglas Wilder. He was 
re-elected in 1993, defeating 
Republican Michael Farris in 
the lieutenant governor’s race, 
while Republicans George 
Allen and Jim Gilmore were 
elected governor and attorney 
general, respectively, on the 

ballot that year. While lieu-
tenant governor, Don served 
as president of the Virginia 
Senate. 

The campaigning didn’t 
stop there for Don. He ran as 
the Democratic gubernato-
rial candidate in 1997 but lost 
to Gilmore. He then contin-
ued working on campaigns 
for presidential candi-
dates John Kerry and Barack 
Obama, serving on the latter’s 
National Finance Council. 
Once Obama was elected, 
Beyer was asked by the presi-
dent to head the transition in 
the Department of Commerce 
and was nominated to serve as 
the U.S. ambassador to Swit-
zerland and Liechtenstein in 
2009.

In 2014, Beyer re-entered 
the political campaign arena, 
running for Virginia’s 8th 
congressional district seat, 
which represents Alexan-
dria, Arlington, Falls Church 
and parts of Fairfax County. 
He won against Republican 
Micah Edmond. Beyer has 
occupied the 8th district seat 

since then, winning re-elec-
tion in 2016, 2018 and 2020. 
He is currently running again 
for re-election. 

Megan was actively 
involved in her husband’s 
political career from the start, 
but she admitted it was often 
challenging, even before they 
had their daughter Claire in 

1992, right before the 1993 
election. 

“We were both hard-driv-
ing career people anyway, 
so it was like, ‘Oh, I didn’t 
see you too many times this 
week,’ but once you have kids, 
it gets a little harder,” Megan 
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COURTESY PHOTO
Don and Megan Beyer take part in Alexandria’s Scottish Christmas 
Walk. They are regular fixtures in Alexandria’s parades.
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said. “One person had to take 
control of the kids, and so that 
was me. In the first race, when 
Claire was a baby, I still did a 
lot of traveling. We used a big 
motor home and she would 
come with me, and Don would 
campaign in one place and I’d 
campaign in another.”

At first, Megan split her 
time between Alexandria 
and Richmond, with report-
ing jobs in each location, but 
dividing her time quickly 
became draining. She even-
tually moved permanently 
to Alexandria, where her 
family still lives. With Megan 
in Alexandria and Don in 
Richmond or elsewhere in 
Virginia, they hardly saw one 
another for the first 10 years 
of their marriage.

“I was walking down the 
street in year 10 of marriage, 
and someone said, ‘You guys 
look like you’ve only been 
married less than a year,’” Don 
said. “I said, ‘That’s because 
we’ve only been together for 
less than a year.’”

After Claire was born, Don 
said he realized managing his 
work-life balance would be 
key to the long-term success 
of his political career and 

his marriage. He said Frank 
Wolf, the former Republican 
representative for Virginia’s 
10th district seat who was 
known for not campaigning 
on Sundays, served as a role 
model.

“I thought if I could keep 
Tuesday night and Thursday 
night available for [my chil-
dren from my first marriage], 
Donnie and Steph, and 
Sunday, there’s 168 hours in 
the week and I have to sleep 
48 of those hours, I still have 
100 hours left,” Don said. “And 
if I can’t win in 100 hours of 
work a week, I probably don’t 
deserve to win.”

Bonds built with time
Looking back on the last 

35 years, Don and Megan 
marveled at how their rela-
tionship had developed and 
deepened in that time.

“One of the things that I’ve 
been really impressed with is 
the marriage keeps reinvent-
ing itself,” Don said. “I think 
the marriage we have now is 
very different from the one 
we had five years ago, which is 
different from the one 10 years 
ago.”

Although their marriage 
has changed from a few all-too 
brief moments together in the 

first 10 years to the intense 
bonding experience of the 
ambassador life in a Europe, 
they both admitted the 
connection that first brought 
them together has never 
waivered.

“I was so convinced that 
he was very special, and I have 
not been unconvinced. My 
mother said, ‘There’s proba-
bly something about him you 
don’t know yet. You’re going 
to find out. It’s not going to 
be good.’ He was better than 
I thought he was. I think I’m 
very lucky,” Megan said, chok-
ing back tears.

“I learned to completely 
trust her, not just trust her in 
the sense of the marriage but 
just in terms of trusting her 
judgement,” Don said. “She’s 
almost always right, and I just 
need to accept that. I always 
feel that I’m so lucky to be 
married to somebody for 35 
years and love her at least as 
much as I did when I started. 
There’s been no dimming of 
this at all. Also, we’ve teased 
each other [about] who would 
we marry after the other died. 
I don’t have anybody on my 
list.”

“And believe me, he would 
have a list,” Megan laughed.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

I always feel that I’m so lucky to be 
married to somebody for 35 years and 
love her at least as much as I did when I 

started. There’s been no dimming of this at all.”

– Don Beyer,  
U.S. representative, Virginia, 8th district
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The Beyers stand in front of the Capitol.
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Follow these dos and 
don’ts so your special 
day is actually special
BY MONTE DURHAM

Your wedding day is one 
of the most important days 
of your life, as well as your 
spouse and both of your fami-
lies. Happiness and stress 
abound on that special day; 
many, many good things 
happen – and sometimes a few 
aspects go awry. 

After being involved with 
hundreds of weddings and 
blessings of couples, there are 
a few little insights that I wish 
I had imparted to the blissful 
brides before the big day.

Below are my best efforts 
to compile and distill a few 
gems of advice that can make 
all the difference in whether 
or not you have a wonderful, 
harmonious wedding or one 
that is memorable but perhaps 
not in the way you had hoped.

Here are a few things you 
should be certain to do:

Have an open mind when 
dress shopping. The dress 
that is perfect for you may 
not look as perfect on Insta-
gram. Similarly, that dress 
that doesn’t seem appealing at 
first glance on the rack may be 
perfect for your body type.

Go with a firm budget in 
mind. Know where you are 

willing to compromise. Food 
and drink are usually the larg-
est items in the budget. If the 
perfect dress or stunning flow-
ers turn out to be a bit more 
than you budgeted for, figure 
out where and how much you 
can trim from other places in 
the budget. Virtu-
ally everyone will 
be willing to work 
with you to maxi-
mize your budget.

Keep in mind 
not only what 
is most import-
ant to you on your 
wedding day, but, as 
I often say, “Who’s 
paying is who’s 
saying.” By that I mean that 
as a bride, you may not want 
to include particular friends of 
your parents or serve a partic-
ular dish. However, if it is your 
father’s BFF from college or 
his favorite food and he is 

underwriting the wedding, 
it is probably a good idea to 
figure out a way to invite his 
buddy or incorporate that dish 
into the wedding menu.

Have a very clear vision 
of the day. Are you trying to 
make the day romantic and 

sweet or sophisti-
cated and elegant or 
edgy and contem-
porary? It is easy 
to get swayed if you 
aren’t sure what you 
want. 

Be aware people 
are going to great 
expense to be in 
the wedding party 
or even attend the 

wedding.  Being a member of 
the wedding party can easily 
cost between $1,200 and 
$1,800 for the dress, shoes, 
travel, hotel and wedding 
present. Wedding guests may 
have traveled a long way to be 

there for your big day. Be sure 
to circulate and thank them or 
even consider having a receiv-
ing line at the reception. 

Make sure the day is 
encompassing and inclusive 
for the families and the groom 
and his friends. No one enjoys 
a rehearsal dinner or wedding 
reception where every toast or 
talk is an inside joke.

Be prompt or early to 
the wedding venue. Many 
weddings work on a tight 
schedule, and if, for whatever 
reason, the wedding starts 20 
minutes late, someone should 
let the wedding guests know 
why there is a delay. 

On the flip side, here are 
some thoughts on what never 
to let happen on your wedding 
day. 

Don’t walk around the 
reception with a beer bottle 
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in your hand. Many a special 

photo has been ruined with 
the “beer bottle in hand” look. 
Simply pour the beer into a 

glass. You will be glad you did.
Avoid giving into the 

temptation to raise your 

bouquet over your head 
after you are pronounced 
husband and wife.  The 
wedding guests do not need to 
stare at your armpits. Save the 
cheering for the reception. If 
you do raise the bouquet over 
your head as you start to walk 
down the aisle, you will regret 
that decision later when you 
see that moment captured in 
scores of photos. 

Don’t expect flower girls, 
ring bearers and pets to 
behave at the altar. There is 
an excellent chance they will 
not, and you will be upstaged 
by their antics or the dog that 
decides to suddenly “mark” 
the groom’s pants.

Don’t be afraid to set 
boundaries. Guests love the 
certainty of being told, for 
example, that the attire is 
black tie or “cruise” casual 
for a beach wedding or sport 
jackets or whatever. Don’t 

give options about dress. Be 
specific about what to wear 
and your guests will appreci-
ate it.

Don’t be lulled into think-
ing your wedding day is only 
your day. It certainly is one 
of the most important events 
of your life, but your wedding 
day is also one of the biggest 
days of the groom’s life and 
his parents as well as yours – 
not to mention your grandpar-
ents. Be gracious even in the 
face of glitches.

All of the words of wisdom 
above come from first-hand 
experience of what has gone 
well and what hasn’t at the 
scores of weddings I have been 
involved in. And one last tip: 
Savor the moment.

The writer is the image 
consultant for “Say ‘Yes’ 

to the Dress Atlanta” and 
owner of Salon Monte.
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When shopping for a wedding dress, keep an open mind. What might not seem appealing on the rack 
can become the perfect fit when you try it on.
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Resident Shirley Gilliam 
Sanders Steele finds 
her Alexandrian roots
BY CHAR MCCARGO BAH

Many former enslaved 
people made their way to Alex-
andria during the Civil War, 
and some of them decided to 
make Alexandria their home. 
For example, Friday and Sarah 
Lee, the second great-grand-
parents of Shirley Gilliam 
Sanders Steele settled right 
here in the Port City.

Steele learned about her 
family history through her 
grandmother, Annie Lee 
Wheeler. Wheeler talked 
about her parents a great deal 
to Steele. Her father, Senus, 
born in 1874, was the first 
generation of his family born 
in Alexandria. 

Steele did not know that 
her grandmother and mother, 
Helena Wheeler Lindsay, had 
left her a 160-year-old road 
map of their family history.

Senus’ father, Friday Lee, 
was born in Westmoreland 
County, Virginia in 1843. 
When Union soldiers came to 
Westmoreland during the Civil 
War, he and others escaped. 
They followed the Union army 
until they reached Alexan-
dria. When they arrived, Lee 
met a woman named Sarah 
Craig, who was from Loudoun 
County, Virginia. After getting 

married in Alexandria, in 
1863, the now Sarah Jane Lee 
gave birth to a son named 
Major Lee. That son only lived 
for two and half years. They 
buried him in the Freedmen’s 
Cemetery on Washington and 
Church streets.

In 1870, Friday and Sarah 
Lee lived in Ward Three in 
Alexandria. They had several 
children as shown in federal 
records. Friday Lee’s occu-
pation was a farm laborer. 
The city directory of 1876-77 
showed that Friday Lee lived 
on Henry Street near Princess 
Street. One of his children was 
Steele’s direct line, Senus Lee, 
who married Melvina Craig in 
1895 and then lived at 318 N. 
Henry St.

On June 7, 1896, Sarah 
Lee died at the age of 55 from 
pneumonia. According to her 
death notice, her father’s name 
was Edward Massy and her 
occupation was a laundress.

On May 27, 1900, Friday 
Lee died at the age of 65 and 
was buried at Bethel Cemetery 
in Alexandria. His son, Senus, 
lived with his father-in-law, 
Daniel Craig (Craney). 

Senus Lee lived with Craig 
at 312 N. Henry St. and worked 
with him as a day laborer. 
For Senus Lee, job stability 
improved after 1900 when he 
started working at the local 
lumberyard. Senus’ daugh-

ter, Annie Lee, married Joseph 
Wheeler. She gave birth 
on Nov. 8, 1922, to Helena 
Wheeler, Steele’s mother. Hele-
na’s father, Joseph Wheeler, 
was in the military in 1904 and 
was listed as a musician in the 
24th Regiment United States 
Infantry. 

For more than 100 years, 
Friday Lee and his descendants 
lived at different locations in 
Alexandria, including Sickle’s 
Barracks during the Civil War, 
the 300 block of North Henry 
Street, the 400 North Patrick 
Street and 812 N. Alfred St. 
Annie Wheeler lived at 312½ 
N. Henry St. where she died on 
March 7, 1965.

Shirley Gilliam was the 
granddaughter of Joseph and 
Annie Wheeler. She was born 
in 1940 to Felton Gilliam and 
Helena Wheeler. Shirley Gilliam 
married her first husband, 
Lalon Sanders, on Sept. 5, 1955, 
and they had three children: 
Tyrone, Angela and Kirk. She 
worked at the Hopkins Furni-
ture Store in Alexandria for a 
number of years.

In 1977, she obtained a cler-
ical job at what was then called 
C&P Telephone Company, 
where she worked for 24 years 
before she retired. By the time 
she retired, the company had 
become part of Verizon. Two of 
her children also made a career 
with the telephone company. 

Her son, Kirk, retired with 30 
years and seven months of 
service. Her daughter, Angela, 
is still an employee at the tele-
phone company with more 
than 45 years of service. 

On March 22, 1995, 
Lalon Sanders, Shirley’s first 
husband, died, and in 2000, 
Shirley married for a second 
time to Lee Roy Steele. 

Today, Steele, now twice a 
widow, spends time with her 
children and grandchildren. 

She has fond memories 
of her grandparents, Joseph 
and Annie Wheeler, who were 
members of Third Baptist 
Church. Steele shares those 
same stories she heard from 
her grandparents with her own 

children and grandchildren. 
One hundred and sixty 

years later, Friday and Sarah 
Lee still have descendants 
living in Alexandria. Steele’s 
ancestors would be proud to 
know that their decision to 
make Alexandria their home 
has been carried on by their 
descendants for more than a 
century.

The author is a freelance 
writer, independent historian, 

investigative researcher, 
professional genealogist and a 

Living Legend of Alexandria. 
You can visit her blog at 

www.theotheralexandria.
com to learn more about 
“The Other Alexandria.”

A 160-year-old road map

COURTESY PHOTO
Shirley Gilliam Sanders Steele (bottom center) with, from left to 
right, Tyrone Sanders, Angela Sanders and Kirk Sanders.

TimesLivinq
The Other Alexandria
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BY JORDAN WRIGHT

In a triumphant return 
to the stage, director Vato 
Tsikurishvili presents “The 
Servant of Two Masters,” 
a commedia del’arte farce 
designed to poke, prod 

and tickle our funny bone. 
Designed to play up to Synetic 
Theater’s singular skills in 
mime and physical comedy, 
the characters are silent – 
their superior physicality 
backgrounded by composer 
Konstantine Lortkipanidze’s 

edgy electronica mixed with 
the strains of Edith Piaf-pe-
riod French accordion music. I 
even detected a tack piano in 
one of the love scenes.

It’s easy to fall into the 
fantasy of the lovers and 
the fools and root for their 

desire to be together come 
hell or high water. The play 
focuses the vagabond Truf-
faldino (Tsikurishvili) and 
his lady Smeraldina (Maryam 
Najafzada) and the female-
to-male and back again 
role-shifting Beatrice (Nutsa 

Tediashvili) and her lover 
Florindo (Jacob Thompson).

A third couple complicates 
the antics further with the 
pouty teenager Clarice (Irene 
Hamilton) and her adoring 
swain, Silvio (Pablo Guillen). 
The three couples face chal-
lenges and interruptions to 
their love but manage against 
all odds to triumph. While of 
course there’s a happy ending, 
everyone is put through the 
proverbial wringer.

In the inimitable style of 
Charlie Chaplin with a dash 
of the Keystone Kops and the 
legendary Buster Keaton, the 
director’s adaptation of Carlo 
Goldoni’s 18th century farce is 
filled with electrifying chases 
spliced with tangos, waltzes 
and a soupçon of ballet. But 
what’s even more unforget-
table are the hilarious love 
scenes. 

In one, Truffaldino and 
Smeraldina cement their 
love over a clothesline. Here 
they slip their arms into 
garments hanging on the line 
and dance together, entwin-
ing each other in a play-

Synetic’s “The Servant of Two  
Masters” is a master class of pantomime

SEE SYNETIC | 25

 PHOTO/JOHNNY SHRYOCK PHOTOGRAPHY
Vato Tsikurishvili as Truffaldino in Synetic Theater’s “The Servant of Two Masters.”

 PHOTO/JOHNNY SHRYOCK PHOTOGRAPHY
Maryam Najafzada as Smeraldina and Vato Tsikurishvili as 
Truffaldino as Smeraldina in Synetic Theater’s “The Servant of  
Two Masters.”
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fully romantic danse à deux 
that includes a sexy slurping 
scene. In another, the lovers 
playfully stretch dough into 
crazy shapes while working 
in a hotel kitchen overseen by 
Pantalone (Philip Fletcher), as 
Truffaldino races madly back 
and forth across the stage in 
order to serve the outrageous 
demands of his two masters, 
Beatrice and Florindo. 

Surprises abound and a 
clever moving stage unfolds 
and whirls around to reveal 
a bed for romantic entan-
glements, double stairways, 
hidden cubicles and more, 
all cleverly designed by Phil 
Charlwood. The dizzying love 
story has many moving parts, 
and you’ll need to stay on your 
toes between the death-de-
fying acrobatics, leaps and 
pratfalls and the beautifully 
executed dance sequences. 

Through it all there is 
the sensuality of the lovers 

and those determined to foil 
their love played out in a true 
master class of pantomime. 
Watch for Tsikurishvili’s 
incomparable physical skills 
combined with his singular 
ability to convey both angst 
and adoration in a vast array 

of facial expressions. He is 
well complemented by his 
love interest, the adorable and 
delicate gamine Najafzada, 
whose comedic style is utterly 
enchanting. The entire cast 
shines from beginning to end.

Guillen plays the dual roles 

of Silvio and Federigo, and 
Delbis Cardona plays both Cop 
and Chef. “The Servant of Two 
Masters” is choreographed 
by Maryam Najafzada; 
harlequinesque costumes 
are designed by Aleksandr 
Shiriaev; lighting design is by 

Brian Allard; sound design is 
by Yaritza Pacheco and props 
are by Emily Carbone.
If you go:
Run dates: Through May 1.
Where: Synetic Theater in 
Crystal City, 1800 S. Bell St., 
Arlington, 22202.
For tickets and information:  
See www.SyneticTheater.org  
or call the box office at 
703-824-8060 ext.117. Strict 
COVID-19 protocols remain in 
place. 

On April 29, Synetic will 
stage a benefit performance 
for United Help Ukraine, Inc 
featuring excerpts from Lyrica 
Classic’s “Prayer for Peace” 
and a full performance of 
“The Servant of Two Masters.” 
All proceeds will go to 
UnitedHelpUkraine.org.

Jordan Wright writes 
about food, spirits, travel, 

theatre and culture. Visit her 
website at www.whiskandquill.

com or email her at Jordan@
WhiskandQuill.com.
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Nutsa Tediashvili as Beatrice and Jacob Thompson as Florindo in Synetic Theater’s “The Servant of Two 
Masters.”

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

It is no surprise this Captain’s 
Row residence has been featured 
in Southern Living magazine 
and online on Pinterest.

Entering the residence 
from the iconic cobblestone 
street, a solid carved mahog-
any door welcomes you into a 
brick foyer and versatile living/
entertainment space, with a 
direct view into the garden. 
French doors lead to a covered 
porch and open-air patio. 

Bathed in sunlight while fully 
surrounded by brick walls, 
this hardscaped outdoor living 
space affords complete privacy 
from neighboring properties 
and the town beyond. 

The main level features 
an elegant chef’s kitchen, 
living room with gas fireplace 
and custom built-ins with a 
hidden television. The upper-
level bedroom offers an en 
suite full bath with marble 

tile and designer details. The 
loft provides the perfect office 
space with a reclaimed wood 
desk, full size laundry and 
ample closet storage. 

Quality of design and 
construction details from a 
complete 2017 renovation 
show throughout, including 
new double pane windows, 
beamed and coffered ceil-
ings, gas lanterns, new floor-
ing, smart storage solutions 

and high efficiency systems. 
Enjoy the benefits of a luxury, 
low maintenance lifestyle and 
simple living with no condo or 
HOA fees. 

With easy access to Ronald 
Reagan National Airport, 
Amazon HQ2, Washington, 
D.C. and the waterfront, it is 
easy to see why Alexandria was 
named one of the top three 
best small U.S. cities by Conde 
Nast Traveler.

Classic Captain’s Row home with modern flair
Address:  

102 Prince St.  

Alexandria, 22314

Neighborhood: Old Town

Price: $1,395,000

Square feet: 1,375

Bedrooms: 1

Bathrooms: 1.5

Year built: 1973

Contact:

Lauren Bishop

McEnearney Associates

lbishop@mcenearney.com

laurenbishophomes.com

202-361-5079

PHOTO/SEAN SHANAHAN
Left: The solid mahogany front door leads into the residence from the iconic cobblestone streets of Captain’s Row.
Middle Left: French doors lead from the house to a covered porch.
Middle Right: The open kitchen/living room space features modern touches combined with historic details.
Right: The open-air patio is surrounded by brick walls, providing plenty of privacy.



26 | APRIL 14, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

The 20-page City Creatives 
arts section that appeared in 
last week’s Alexandria Times 
is evidence of just how far our 
city has come as an arts desti-
nation. The section featured 
stories about local institution 
The Alexandria Harmonizers, a 
young dancer, an actor from The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria and 
national act The Bacon Brothers, 
who have a special tie to the Port 
City.

The rotating art exhibit in 
Waterfront Park at the foot of King 
Street, currently a neon sign that 
says, “I Love You,” has created an 
art-driven focal point in that park. 
Residents and visitors alike have 
told us they enjoy these rotating 
exhibits. 

LTA, along with long-time 
arts staple Alexandria Symphony 
Orchestra, survived the COVID-
19 pandemic and have full slates 
of theatrical and symphonic offer-
ings on tap, respectively. The bril-
liant MetroStage, whose planned 
new theatre needs another $2.6 
million to become a reality in 
North Old Town, also has several 
upcoming shows at the Lyceum, 
its temporary home.

There’s The Birchmere, a 
source of folk, rock, country, jazz 
and blues music that just cele-
brated its 50th birthday. The 
Birchmere has brought world-fa-
mous performers, ranging from 
Johnny Cash to Alison Krauss to 
Emmylou Harris – and recently 
music legend Gordon Lightfoot – 
to our fair city to perform. 

The Alexandria Film Festival, 
an annual event each Novem-
ber, has helped put Alexandria 
on the map for cinephiles in the 
region. Then there’s the Durant 
Arts Center, numerous private 
art galleries and dance and music 
studios that teach and provide 
performing opportunities.

Gardens and flower arrange-
ments are a form of art, and 
Alexandria boasts both in River 
Farm, George Washington’s 
former property halfway down 
the G.W. Parkway in the Fair-

fax County portion of the city, 
and the Alexandria and Hunt-
ing Creek Garden Clubs, whose 
talented flower arrangers create 
works of art that draw visitors 
from the city, state and beyond 
each April. This year’s tour is 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on April 
23.

And, of course, there’s The 
Torpedo Factory, which has prob-
ably done more than any other 
single arts entity to put Alexan-
dria on the national, and world-
wide, arts map. Back in the 1960s 
and 70s, Old Town was a dilapi-
dated, dangerous neighborhood 
with brothels and a run-down 
waterfront. Led by local artists 
Marian Van Landingham, Mary 
Ann Stevens and others, a vision-
ary arts destination was created in 
Alexandria.

The city is now in the process 
of re-thinking what the Torpedo 
Factory, which operates in a city-
owned building, should be moving 
forward. Periodic revamping, after 
all stakeholders have the opportu-
nity to provide honest feedback, is 
good for every organization. We 
think the Torpedo Factory should 
be no exception.

We have two primary concerns: 
that what emerges remains 
arts-centric, as opposed to devel-
opment driven with an arts flavor, 
and that long-time artists are 
treated fairly. Fair treatment to 
long-time artists, of at least 10 
years, would not involve putting 
them at risk of losing their studios 
with this transition.

It’s fine to frequently jury 
artists who have worked at the 
Torpedo Factory for less than 10 
years. And it’s fine to require that 
all studios remain open for longer 
periods each day than has previ-
ously been the case.

But the artists who have been 
there for 10 or more years should 
not be subject to an annual jury 
requirement. We can prune and 
revamp, but we must do so with-
out destroying the very roots of 
our flourishing, flowering arts 
scene.

Remembering our arts roots

PHOTO/LEE MOODY
Cherry blossoms in front of the Athenaeum.

End the clean car surtax
To the editor:

My family is in the market for a new 
car, and we’re considering making the 
switch to an electric vehicle. After 
running the numbers, however, I 
was surprised to learn that our city’s 
personal property tax framework is 
designed to encourage families like 
mine to purchase gasoline-powered 
vehicles instead of plug-in alternatives 
– a tax disparity of several thousand 
dollars over a typical vehicle owner-
ship period.

Consider just a few examples 
of how similarly equipped vehicles 
offered in both electric and gas vari-
ants are treated. The Kia Sorento SUV 
and Chrysler Pacifica minivan plug-in 
models have a sticker price within 
1% of their gasoline-only siblings, 
but each will owe 21% more in Alex-
andria taxes. The Hyundai Kona, a 
small hatchback, offers an electric 
version that’s 15% more expensive 
than the gas-powered equivalent and 
will receive a whopping 87% higher 
personal property tax bill – approach-
ing twice the tax liability simply for 
choosing an electric motor.

Importantly, the numbers above 
reflect vehicle prices after the federal 
EV tax credit. The U.S. government 
is working to enable electric vehicle 
access for the middle class, recogniz-
ing climate change for the crisis that 
it is. Why does our city, which boasts 
a “nonattainment” designation for 
the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’sozone pollution standard, instead 
believe that only those wealthy Alex-
andrians who can shoulder the extra 
tax burden deserve to own emis-
sion-free vehicles?

Study after study has shown that 
climate change and ozone pollution 
disproportionately affect minority 
and low-income households. There is a 
clear call to action for any of our lead-
ers who believe in climate change and 
who support environmental justice.

The solution is simple. One 
outcome of the current budget plan-
ning process must be that the city 
put an end to this de facto Clean Car 
Surtax and start taxing plug-in and 
gasoline cars equitably.

-Jason Muller,
Alexandria

Your Views

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Our View Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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The importance of early childhood literacy 
BY DR. GREGORY C. HUTCHINGS, ED.D.

Literacy provides the pathway to help chil-
dren succeed. Children need to be exposed 
early to the wonderful world that comes to life 
within a book. In April, we celebrate the Week 
of the Young Child, as well as National Library 
Week and School Library Month. 

I am amazed by our students and their 
desire for knowledge. As families adjusted 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, 
temporarily turning homes into 
virtual classrooms and offices, 
many of our students’ love of learn-
ing continued. Their resilience and 
hunger to learn, combined with 
the guidance and joint efforts of 
our teachers, families and school 
volunteers, will help in addressing 
the social, emotional and academic 
learning loss experienced nation-
wide due to the pandemic. This 
experience also underscores why an early start 
to a child’s learning process is so important.

The American Academy of Pediatrics 
suggests children should be introduced to 
reading early. The AAP has found that chil-
dren who are exposed to language and books 
from a young age tend to read earlier and excel 
in school when compared with those who are 
not. A child’s proficiency in reading by the 
third grade is viewed as an important predictor 
of high school graduation and career success.

We appreciate the support our school 
volunteers provide to our students. As April 18 
to 22 marks Public School Volunteer Week, I 
am happy that more volunteers can come back 
into our schools, following current health and 
safety guidelines. Volunteers from the Life 
Enrichment Center, for example, have been 
working with second grade students at Cora 
Kelly School for Math, Science and Technol-
ogy. The Alexandria Tutoring Consortium also 
provides reading assistance within the school 
division, employing the well-researched Book 
Buddies program developed by the University 
of Virginia’s Curry School of Education.

ACPS Literacy Instructional Coach Sarah 
Calhoun said first grade students at Naomi 
L. Brooks Elementary School get one-on-
one reading support twice a week from Book 
Buddies volunteers, which helps strengthen 
their literacy skills. NLB Kindergarten 
students join volunteer tutors in the Kinder-
garten Reading Readiness program started by 

a former ACPS teacher, in which early foun-
dational reading skills are reinforced using 
books, games and writing. 

School and local libraries are a powerful 
resource for our community. During School 
Library Month in April, the American Associ-
ation of School Librarians has encouraged all 
librarians to highlight the essential role that 
a strong library program plays in a student’s 
education. ACPS libraries allow students to 

explore different genres of litera-
ture, tap into information resources 
and master technology that makes 
learning fun.

The City of Alexandria’s library 
system also offers a myriad of educa-
tional opportunities, along with 
reading selections and programs 
for all ages and reading levels. For 
instance, its 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten program promotes 
reading aloud to your child to 

prepare them for kindergarten. While 1,000 
books may sound like a lot, that is just one 
book a night for less than three years. Families 
can also access early literacy programs via the 
Alexandria Library Virginia YouTube channel, 
with songs, games and stories for children as 
young as 2 and under.

As ACPS moves forward with its 2025 
Strategic Plan, we strive to provide equita-
ble learning opportunities for all children. 
We recognize the need for students’ social, 
emotional and academic learning as we 
continue to address the impact of COVID-19 
and systemic racism on academic achieve-
ment. Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief funds from the American 
Rescue Plan continue to aid in the recovery of 
learning loss and in addressing trauma experi-
enced during the pandemic.

As a lifelong educator, I encourage all fami-
lies to help their children acquire language 
and early literacy skills through reading at 
home each day or participating in a literacy 
program in Alexandria through ACPS. Early 
readers are better prepared to succeed despite 
unexpected challenges that may emerge. 
Early learning opportunities not only set the 
pace for future academic success but also help 
prepare students to excel in an increasingly 
competitive workforce of the future.

The writer is superintendent of 
Alexandria City Public Schools.

When to use anonymity
To the editor:

I was disappointed to see the 
way an anonymous source was 
used in Olivia Anderson’s front 
page story, “Assault Statement 
Criticized.” Deep into the story, 
on page 7, Anderson wrote, “One 
anonymous resident, who will 
be referred to as Joe, expressed 
frustrations that, in their belief, 
Wilson…” the source then 
takes a pot shot at Mayor Justin 
Wilson that does not further the 
story. What it does do is degrade 
the publication and erode the 
reader’s trust.  

Journalistic ethics demand 
that anonymous sourcing be 
used only when the information 
is indispensable to the news 
story, or in other words, facts 
that cannot be established in 
any other way than by resort-
ing to the use of an anony-
mous source. It is also expected 
that there be at least two other 
sources corroborating the infor-
mation. The Associated Press 
“Statement of News Values and 
Principles” further says: “That 
material is information and not 
opinion or speculation, and it is 
vital to the news report.” 

Shockingly, the anonymous 
“Joe’s” quote appears on the 
page as the pull quote, implying 
the editor approves of employ-
ing low standards when it comes 
to reporting stories important 
to our community. 

Holding our elected offi-

cials’ proverbial feet to the fire 
is important as is speaking 
truth to power, but that is not 
what Anderson was doing in 
this case. This kind of reporting 
undermines the press. 

It is no secret to any reader of 
this publication that the Times 
has little love for Wilson, who 
was fairly elected by a majority 
of Alexandrians. In the name 
of good journalism and those 
who are still trying to hold true 
to the standards that maintain 
public trust and support democ-
racy, please, keep the editorial-
izing to the Our View column of 
this paper.

-Tiffany Pache,
Alexandria

Publisher’s note:  
Pache raises important points 
in her letter, because the use 
of anonymous sources is not 
something our paper, or any other 
paper of integrity, does lightly. 
The decision to use this quote was 
approved by Times management. 
We believe it did significantly 
add to the news report because 
the quote supports and was 
validated by the facts of the story, 
provided balance to Wilson’s 
comments and explained what 
the code says about the role 
of mayors in a City Manager-
Council governance model. 
There are several situations that 
warrant anonymity, one of them 
being fear of retribution. Our 
source fell into this category.

Filling in the Blanks 
with Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D.

DR. GREGORY
HUTCHINGS ED.D.

To the editor:
I am writing in response 

to the article titled “Three 
arrested in 7-Eleven shooting,” 
published in your newspaper on 
Jan. 10, 2022. I found it concern-
ing that these men found it okay 
to harm other people. Two of the 
suspects already havd records 
and their charges got dropped. 
They might have felt like the law 
did not apply to them, which is 
very dangerous.

I would like to know why 
they felt it was okay to do that 

and what drew them to commit 
the crime. Did they have a 
choice? Is it because of the place 
they are in, where they were 
born or the people they associ-
ate with?

Do they not understand the 
social structure of the country 
we live in, or do they just not 
care? I have many questions not 
just for these men, but anyone 
who feels the need to commit 
crimes like these.

-Jessie Velde,
Alexandria

Shooting raises questions
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‘Alexandria Hospital: Women Mobilize the Community’
In October 1872, Julia Johns 

and a group of women opened 
the first permanent hospital 
in Alexandria. There had 
been hospitals in Alexandria 
before, but they closed at the 
end of the Civil War. Johns and 
her Board of Lady Managers 
established what is still an 
institution in Alexandria.

To celebrate the hospital’s 
150 years, the Alexandria 
History Museum at the 
Lyceum plans to open an 
exhibit titled: “Alexandria 
Hospital: Women Mobilize the 
Community.” The exhibit will 
include rarely seen artifacts, 
photos from both the distant 
and the near past and oral 
history interviews of doctors, 
nurses, administrators and 
volunteers that have kept the 
hospital able to serve this city.

The central story of the 
exhibit will be the role women 
played in the founding and 
running of the Alexandria 
Hospital. It will chronicle 
the role of the Board of Lady 
Managers from the hospital’s 
inception through 1941, when 
they gave up control of the 
hospital. 

The Board of Lady 
Managers continued to advise 
the hospital as it moved to 
its current Seminary Road 
location and through the 
hospital’s sale to Inova. Today, 
they are actively raising funds 

in support of the hospital. The 
exhibit will feature materials 
on loan from the Board of 
Lady Managers. 

A particular highlight of 
the exhibit will be a section 
on the Alexandria Hospital 
Nursing School, which was 
started in 1894 and closed in 

1987. Plans include featuring 
nursing school uniforms and 
yearbooks of the women who 
trained and often later worked 
at Alexandria Hospital.

The exhibit also tells the 
story of the hospital’s care for 
African American patients. 
For many years, the hospital 

was segregated. The exhibit 
will display the doctor’s bag 
and stethoscope of Dr. Henry 
Ladrey, who treated patients 
in the African American wards 
during the middle of the 20th 
century.

It will also display a 1917 
article on fundraising by the 
Colored Citizens Association, 
led by Dr. Albert Johnson, for 
two new wards for African 
American patients, as the 
hospital moved to its Duke 
Street location. Many of 
the funds came from local 
churches.

This exhibit would not 
be possible without the 
help and enthusiasm of the 
Junior Auxiliary of Inova 
Alexandria Hospital. Whether 
it was collecting oral histories, 
finding artifacts or connecting 
current and former staff to 
curators, the ladies of TWIG 
have been an invaluable 
resource and support for this 
exhibit.

The exhibit opens in 
October of this year. However, 
some of the oral histories 
collected for this exhibit can be 
found at www.alexandriava.
gov/historic-alexandria/oral-
history-transcriptions under 
the heading TWIG.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Preservation.

This Week  

Should long-tenured artists at the 

Torpedo Factory have to be juried 

every year to keep their studios?
A) Yes.

B) No.

C) I'm not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week  

Where in the city is your favorite 
place to get your creative fix?
32% I get my creative fix elsewhere. 

23% The Birchmere.

18% The Little Theatre of Alexandria. 

16% The Torpedo Factory.  

11% I don't need a creative fix.

 PHOTO/INOVA ALEXANDRIA HOSPITAL
Infirmary nurses from the late 1800s.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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Weekly Words

HANGING OUT TO DRY by Garrett Chalfin, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

ACROSS
1 2019 movie musical with 

feline characters
5 Muscular, slangily
10 Waltz, e.g.
15 Dudes
18 Berry in a bowl
19 Open patio
21 Lead-in to a concern
22 Small battery
23 Sulk
24 Must
25 "Hotline Bling" rapper
26 "Kinda"
27 "... but are we sure about that?"
29 Roll in the yard
30 Spacious carry-on
31 Member of a small colony?
32 Boring response to  

"What's new?"
35 Taken-back auto
37	 Flip-flop,	for	one
40 Graduate's headwear
41 Free (of)
43 Pumpernickel purchase
45 Very, very
46 It comes after harvard.
48 Write in a Google Doc
49 ___ Field (stadium in Queens)
50 Stand by for
51 Body of water within  

"eared seal"
54 Pie nut

56 It can be bulletproof
59 Word before "station" or "stove"
60 Take onto a spaceship, say
61 Visual illusion's genre
62 Where to say "I do"
64 Taking to court
65 Kept in the loop
66 Like a shocking old practice
69 Palindromic explosive
70 "Shoot!"
71	 Awards	for	John	Legend,	briefly
72 Crunchy sandwich
74 Some Nintendo controllers
77 Cauldron contents
78 Cancel, like a launch
80 MLB player in Queens
81 Energy company in 2001 news
83 "Same here!"
84 "You reap what you ___"
87 Singer Amos
88 Vikings' language
89 Command that makes  

recruits alert
90 Hit the sack after a long day
92 Jacket
94 Tolkien monsters
96 Martians, e.g. (Abbr.)
97 Virgil poem
99 Crisp set
100 ___-tzu (philosopher)
101	 Summer	coolers,	briefly
103 European gambling mecca
104 What a handshake symbolizes

106 Give a bad offer to
109 Quarterback Newton
110 Graduate's garment
113 Back muscle, informally
115 Like photos taken by drones
117 Employer's listing
118 Like a haunted house
119 "You do good work!"
122 Actress Taylor-Joy
123 January's number
124 Group asking Jen Psaki 

questions
125	 Father	figure?
126 Prolonged dispute
127 "___ a grip!"
128 Buffoons
129 Departs the dock
130 Sports award
DOWN
1 Fabric pattern for a G.I.
2 Squirrel's snack
3 Dessert with pearls (Hint: 

This clue's answer includes 
40-Across)

4 Afternoon snooze
5 Zulu, e.g.
6 Salt Lake City athlete
7 Outrage
8 Bin covers
9 SAT coach
10 Executed perfectly
11 Diana Ross' hairdo
12 "Cool!"

13 Apt Maugham novel to 
devour? (... includes 37-Across)

14 Poet's "before"
15 Street in a city center
16 Where Japan is
17 "No, thanks"
20 Mini vehicle?
28 Small demon
31 Freshly
33 Bawl
34 Medical vow (... includes 

92-Across)
36	 End	of	a	figurative	journey
38	 2009	sci-fi	film	with	a	2022	

sequel
39 Tons
42 Pool section for skilled 

swimmers
44 Eisenhower was one in the 

Army (... includes 56-Across)
46 Progressive and disco, for two
47 First performance
48 Bit of ink
52 Souvenir from a beach trip?
53 Heart chart, for short
55 Scoundrel
57	 Crook's	joint?
58	 Sports	page	fig.
63 Present tie
65 Morsel served with lox
67 Inhaler spray, often
68 Dryers' predecessors, and a 

theme hint

70 Sample version
73	 Brook	fish
75 Like the story of Medusa
76 Roman or American  

legislative group
77 (It's cold!)
78	 Suffix	for	"lime"
79 Tater ___
82 Null and void
83 "___ OK"
84 Offer from a Nigerian prince, 

perhaps
85 Ice cream holder inspired by a 

cookie
86 "Care to put money on that?"
91	 Stitched	juncture
93 Peculiarity
95 Dove's sound
98 Some wash their boxers  

(... includes 110-Across)
101 Honest ___
102 Decanter's relative
105 Tibetan teachers
107 Magical sticks
108 Simple basketball shot
111 Minecraft minerals
112 Like a sage
114 "Voila!"
116 Noblewoman
117 Light run
118 Antipollution grp.
120 Most Wanted list org.
121 Email provider since '93
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BENJAMIN BRIDGES JR. (85), of Alexandria, March 31, 2022

MARK CARTER (72), of Alexandria, March 22, 2022

EMMA GRIMES (51), of Alexandria, March 27, 2022

ROBERT J. KAUFMAN (71), of Alexandria, April 8, 2022

WILDA WOODWARD (98), of Alexandria, April 8, 2022
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APRIL 16

EASTER EGG HUNT AT 
LEE-FENDALL HOUSE Find 
Easter eggs hidden in the Lee-
Fendall garden on this socially 
distant take on their popular 
annual egg hunt. Sessions 
are one hour long. Attendance 
will be limited to enforce 
social distancing. Face masks 
required. 
Time: 10 a.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
easter-egg-hunt-at-lee-fendall-
house/17782/  

APRIL 21

OLD TIME ROOTS: BLUE-
GRASS AND AMERICANA 
Enjoy an outdoor bluegrass 
concert as part of Classical 
Movements’ Secret Garden 
concert series. The father-son 
team Ken and Brad Kolodner 
crosses the boundaries of old-
time, bluegrass and American 
roots music in a transfixing, 
elegant program played in 
sophisticated arrangements 
for banjo, hammered dulcimer 
and fiddle featuring distinctive 
songs, traditional pieces and 
original music. 

Time: Shows at 5 and 6:30 p.m. 
Location: 711 Princess St. 
Information: www.classi-
calmovements.com/secret 
gardenconcerts/easter-
egg-hunt-at-lee-fendall-
house/17782/  

APRIL 22

“TRASHY: A ZERO 
WASTE FILM” ADVANCE 
SCREENING Enjoy “TRASHY: 
a zero waste film,” a feature 
documentary that follows the 
director as she tries not to 
throw anything away over the 
course of a year. This Earth Day 
event will teach viewers how to 
make the world a cleaner place 
while enjoying the view of the 
Potomac from the fifth floor 
of the Torpedo Factory Office 
Building. There will be food, 
drinks and a special Q&A with 
the director. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. 
Location: 201 N. Union St. 
Information: www.
eventbrite.com/e/trashy-
a-zero-waste-film-advance-
screening-and-qa-discussion-
tickets-261192783647/ 

CALENDAR Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

Public Hearing will be held by the 
City Council of the City of Alex-
andria, Virginia, held at City Hall, 
301 King Street, Council Chamber 
and on Zoom webinar on Satur-
day, April 23, 2022 at 9:30 a.m., 
or as soon as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described items.

PUBLIC HEARING and consider-
ation of a Resolution to Initiate the 
Second Five-Year Extended Term 
of the Comcast Cable Television 
Franchise Agreement and Five-
Year Extended Term of the Fiber 
Use Agreement.

PUBLIC HEARING of the Draft 
City Fiscal Year (CFY) 2023 Ac-
tion Plan for Housing and Com-
munity Development and Draft 
Amendment to the CFY 2022 to 
2026 Consolidated Plan.

PUBLIC HEARING of the Draft 
Home Investment Partnership 
Program-American Rescue Plan 
(HOME-ARP) Allocation Plan.

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to amend and Reor-
dain Article C (Street names) of 
Chapter 2 (Streets and Sidewalks) 
of Title 5 (Transportation and 
Environmental Services) of the 
Code of the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia, 1981, as amended. 

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to Make Supplemental 
Appropriations for the Support 
of the City Government for Fiscal 
Year 2022. 

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to amend and reordain 
Section 2-4-31 (CREATION, 
COMPOSITION AND ORGANI-
ZATION) of Article C (HISTOR-
IC ALEXANDRIA RESOURC-
ES COMMISSION) of Title 2 
(GENERAL GOVERNMENT) 
of Chapter 4 (COMMITTEES, 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS) 
and Section 2-4-80 (CREATION, 
COMPOSITION AND ORGANI-
ZATION) of Article I (Alexandria 

Archaeological commission) of 
Title 2 (GENERAL GOVERN-
MENT) of Chapter 4 (COMMIT-
TEES, BOARDS AND COMMIS-
SIONS) of the Code of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as 
amended.

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of 
an Ordinance to expand the 
stated purpose of the Stormwater 
Utility Fee by amending Article 
C (STORMWATER UTILITY) 
to Chapter 6 (WATER AND SEW-
ER) of Title 5 (TRANSPORTA-
TION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES).

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to amend and reordain 
the code of the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia, 1981, and the City of 
Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, in 
accordance with the text amend-
ment heretofore approved by city 
council as Text Amendment No. 
2022-00001 (Implementation 
Ordinance for Text Amendment 
No. 2022-00001 associated with 
Extension of Temporary Program 
for Business Relief and to Address 
Public Need Related to COVID-19 
approved by City Council on 
March 12, 2022).

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance Approving and Autho-
rizing the Temporary Closure of 
the Unit Block of King Street and 
Northern Portion of the Strand to 
Vehicular Traffic.

PUBLIC HEARING on the FY 
2023 City Council Preliminary 
Add/Delete Proposals and the 
City Manager’s proposed amend-
ments to the FY 2023 proposed 
budget. Budget Adoption is sched-
uled for Wednesday, May 4, 2022 
at 7:00 p. m.

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED 
THAT AMENDMENTS OR 
ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE 
TO PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
WITHOUT FURTHER PUB-
LICATION. IT IS RECOM-
MENDED THAT PERSONS 
INTERESTED IN ANY OF 
THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN 
FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES 
FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 

CITY HALL (LIMITED COP-
IES AVAILABLE).  If the mayor 
finds and declares that weather or 
other conditions are such that it is 
hazardous for members to attend 
the meeting, this meeting will be 
continued to the following Sat-
urday. GLORIA SITTON, CMC, 
CITY CLERK

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEW

DESIGN GUIDELINES 
COMMITTEE MEETING

APRIL 19, 2022

The City of Alexandria Board of 
Architectural Review (BAR) Ad 
Hoc Committee for Best Practices 
for Large Development Projects 
will hold a meeting on the date and 
time listed below to review the City 
development process and discuss the 
concept review policy.  This meeting 
is open to the public.

DATE: Tuesday, April 19, 2022
TIME: 10:00 – 11:00 AM
LOCATION: Alexandria City Hall
Planning & Zoning Library 
301 King Street, Room 2100
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

For further information, contact the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation, contact Jackie Cato 
at Jackie.Cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3808, Virginia Relay 711.

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you fill your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

 ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION & CITY 

COUNCIL
MAY 2022

The items described below 
will be heard by the Planning 
Commission and the City Council 
on the dates and times listed below. 
NOTICE: Some of the items listed 
below may be placed on a Consent 
Calendar. A consent item will 
be approved at the beginning of 
the meeting without discussion 
unless someone asks that it be 
taken off the Consent Calendar 
and considered separately. The 
Planning Commission reserves the 
right to recess and continue the 
Public Hearing to a future date. 
For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit www.
alexandriava.gov/dockets. 

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING 
COMMISSION
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2022 
7:00 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL 
SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2022
9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

The May 3, 2022 Alexandria Plan-
ning Commission Public Hearing 
and the May 14, 2022 Alexandria 
City Council Public Hearing are 
being held in the Council Cham-
ber (301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia, 22314) and electronically. 
Members of the Planning Com-
mission, City Council, and staff are 
participating in-person. The Plan-
ning Commission and City Council 
Public Hearings can be accessed 
by the public in the City Council 
Chamber, through the live broad-
cast on the government channel 70, 
streaming on the City's website, and 
can be accessed via Zoom Webinar 
by the following links:

Planning Commission (Public 
Hearing Webinar):

The Zoom Webinar will open at 
6:30 p.m. to allow individuals to 
join, while the
Planning Commission hearing will 
begin at approximately 7:00 p.m.

Registration Link:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_1iTDjhMMR 
UaWQvMeQYkREQ

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 979 4582 7225
Password: 538414

City Council (Public Hearing 
Webinar):

Registration Link:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_Soth8qSeSvuqx50Ff6DTyQ

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 923 8775 1983
Password: 217196

If you use the Zoom Webinar 
application, please be sure you have 
updated the application to the latest 
version for the best results. If you are 
unable to access the Zoom Webinar, 
please use the Dial-In number to 
access the meeting.

Public comment will be received 
at the meetings. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
staff at PlanComm@alexandriava.
gov for the Planning Commis-
sion Hearing; to the City Clerk at 
CouncilComment@alexandriava.
gov for the City Council Hearing; or 
make public comments on the day 
of either Hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation for the Planning Com-
mission Hearing, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 
711. For reasonable disability ac-
commodation for the City Council 
Hearing, please call the City Clerk 
and Clerk of Council's Office at 
703.746.4550 (TTY/TDD 838-
5056). We request that you provide 
a 48-hour notice so that the proper 
arrangements may be made.

Special Use Permit #2022-00012
500 Montgomery Street
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Special Use 

Permit for a ground floor arts 
and cultural tenant, including the 
exclusion of the floor area from the 
floor area ratio for the site; zoned 
CRMU-H.
Applicant: AP 500 Montgomery 
LLC, represented by Robert D. 
Brant, attorney

Development Site Plan #2021-00015
Encroachment #2022-00004
4901, 4915 Polk Avenue, and 
unimproved public right-of-way - 
Alexandria Free Methodist Church 
Public Hearing and consideration 
of requests for: (A) a Development 
Site Plan to construct a building 
addition, new driveway entrance, 
accessibility improvements and 
parking and (B) an Encroachment 
on an unimproved portion of 
public right-of-way to permit con-
struction of a segment of a private 
driveway; zoned: R-20/Single-fam-
ily zone (Seminary Hill/Strawberry 
Hill).
Applicant: Trustees of Alexandria 
Free Methodist Church, represent-
ed by Mark Yoo, architect and/or 
Aaron M. Vinson, engineer.

Zoning Text Amendment #2022-
00002
Coordinated Development District 
Conceptual Design Plan #2021-
00006
Development Special Use Permit 
with Site Plan #2021-10028
Transportation Management Plan 
Special Use Permit #2021-00085 
Street Name Case #2022-00001
2121 and 2111 Eisenhower Avenue - 
Eisenhower East Block 23
Initiation of a Text Amendment 
and Public Hearing and consider-
ation of requests for  (A) a Zoning 
Text Amendment to amend the 
provisions of Section 5-602(A) 
to modify the Maximum F.A.R, 
Development Levels, Maximum 
Height, and Uses in Coordinated 
Development District #2 (CDD #2); 
(B) a Coordinated Development 
District Conceptual Design Plan for 
Block 23 in CDD #2, setting forth 
the allowable land uses and the 
maximum and minimum heights; 
(C) a Development Special Use Per-
mit with Site Plan and subdivision 
for the construction of a mixed-in-
come, multi-family housing devel-
opment with structured parking, 
with modifications to Section 6-403 
height to setback ratio and Special 
Use Permits for a parking reduction 
and to increase the height of the 

mechanical penthouse; (D) a Trans-
portation Management Plan Special 
Use Permit; and (E) a Street Name 
Case to name one new street; zoned 
CDD #2/Coordinated Development 
District #2.
Applicant: MidAtlantic Realty 
Partners, LLC., represented by M. 
Catherine Puskar, Esq.; and The 
City of Alexandria, Department of 
Planning and Zoning (Zoning Text 
Amendment)

Zoning Text Amendment #2022-
00004 
Auxiliary Dwelling Units in Com-
mercial Zones 
Initiation of a Text Amendment 
and Public Hearing and consid-
eration of a text amendment to 
the Zoning Ordinance to add a 
definition for auxiliary dwellings in 
section 2-136.2; update the section 
number for co-living dwellings to 
section 2-136.3; to amend sections 
4-108, 4-208, 4-308, 4-408, 4-508, 
4-608, 4-808, 4-907, 4-1007, 
5-112, 5-212, 5-312, 5-411, 5-513, 
and 6-704 to replace accesso-
ry apartments with auxiliary 
dwellings, increase the number of 
units permitted, allow auxiliary 
dwellings in additional locations 
within buildings, amend the park-
ing requirements; and add section 
4-1414 to allow auxiliary dwellings 
in the NR zone.
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

Zoning Text Amendment #2022-
00005 
Bonus Height 
Initiation and Public Hearing and 
consideration of a Text Amend-
ment to the Zoning Ordinance to 
amend section 7-703(B) to allow 
bonus height to be utilized in zones 
with 45 foot maximum height 
limits.  
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

THE FOLLOWING ITEM WILL 
BE HEARD BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION ONLY AND BY 
CITY COUNCIL ONLY UPON 
APPEAL:

Subdivision #2022-00002
404 East Windsor Avenue
Public Hearing and consideration 
of a request for a Subdivision, to 
re-subdivide one existing lot into 
two new lots; zoned: R-2-5/Single- 
and Two-family.
Applicant: Chad Riedy, Classic 
Cottages, LLC, represented by 
Mary Catherine Gibbs, attorney

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net
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“When we were looking to sell our condo and buy a larger home within Old Town Village, Lisa was the 
first person who came to mind. She is extremely knowledgeable about the area and her sunny person-
ality makes her a pleasure to work with. Finding a house that fit our family and let us stay in our much 
loved neighborhood was no small task! But Lisa was extremely patient and was able to help us find a 
home that we love. Buying and selling a home can be an extremely stressful experience, but with Lisa 

it was a smooth and positive process. We cannot recommend her enough!” - Brianna and Tom B.

As a resident of Old Town Village since 1998, I am thrilled to frequently represent both sellers and
buyers in the community that I love.  Feel free to contact me for more information.

Lisa Groover

$15+ MILLION IN 2021 | NVAR Platinum Top Producer | Licensed in VA
m 703.919.4426 | LGroover@McEnearney.com | LisaGroover.com

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity 
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